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INTRODUCTION

1< SARAHM QUTTEN, GRADE %

MR, CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE DOMESTIC AND
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY POLICY
SUBCOMMITTEE, IT IS AN HONOR FOR STUDENTS OF
LIBERTY MIDDLE SCHOOL AND PATRICK HENRY
HIGH SCHOOL, TO BE ABLE TO TESTIFY BEFORE YOU
TODAY ON BEHALF OF THE LIBERTY DOLLAR BILL
ACT, H.R. 903, A BILL BEFORE THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES TO PLACE AN ABBREVIATED
VERSION OF THE ENTIRE CONSTITUTION ON THE
BACK OF ONE-DOLLAR BILLS, THANK YOU FOR
YOUR XIND INVITATION.

AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE ARE FULL OF
EXAMPIES OF RESPECT FOR OUR CONSTITUTION
AND OUR LOVE OF LIBERTY.

LINCOLN’S GETTYSBURG ADDRESS ENDS WITH:

2< JONATHAN GREEN, 8

“THAT THIS NATION, UNDER GOD, SHALL HAVE A
NEW BIRTH OF FREEDOM -~ AND THAT GOVERNMENT
OF THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOFLE,
SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE EARTH.”

3< SARAH OUTTEN, 9

IN THE MOVIE MR, SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON,
JEFFERSON SMITH BAYS:

4= DANNY JUNOD, 10

“LIBERTY’S TOO PRECIOUS A THING TO BE BURIED IN
BOOKS. PEOPLE SHOULD HOLD TT UP IN FRONT OF
THEM EVERY SINGLE DAY OF THEIR LIVES AND SAY,
‘M FREE TO THINK AND TO SPEAK. MY ANCESTORS
COULDN'T. I CAN, AND MY CHILDREN WILL. PEOPLE
QUGHT TO GROW UP REMEMBERING THAT.”

HISTORY

5< ALPA AMIN, 12

ANCIENT GREECE AND ROME HAD FORMS OF
DEMOCRACY, BUT THESE NATIONS EVENTUALLY
FELL APART, REPLACED BY TYRANNIES AND
MONARCHIES.

FOR OVER A THOUJSAND YEARS, GOVERNMENTS
RULED OVER THE PEOPLES OF ALL NATIONS. BUT IN
1215, A CANDLE FOR FREEDOM AND LIBERTY WAS
LIT WHEN KING JOHN WAS FORCED TO SIGN THE
MAGNA CARTA AND PEOPLE BEGAN TO CHALLENGE
THE RELATIONSHIPS OF PEOPLE AND THEIR
GOVERNMENTS.

FROM 1690 TO 1789, MANY CANDLES WERE LIT FOR

FREEDOM. AND LIBERTY AS THE ENLIGHTENMENT

PHILOSOPHERS QUESTIONED FURTHER THE

RELATIONSHIP OF PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT,

EVENTUALLY BELIEVING GOVERNMENT SHOULD
ANSWER TO THE PEOPLE.
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IT WAS MOSTLY TALK AND WRITINGS. BUT NOT IN
AMERICA. THE TALK BECAME ACTION. THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE STATED THAT
“ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL,” THAT PEQOPLE
HAVE A RIGHT TO “LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT
OF HAPPINESS,” AND THAT GOVERNMENT SHOULD
COME “FROM THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED.”
WE FOUGHT A WAR TO WIN THESE RIGHTS AND
FREEDOMS AND WE ILLUMINATED THE WORLD.

- IN 1787, OUR FOUNDING FATHERS MET TO WRITE

WHAT WOULD BECOME THE MODEL FOR ALL
MODERN DEMOCRACIES - THE CONSTITUTION.

OUR CONSTITUTION IS A BEACON OF LIGHT FOR THE
WORLD. THE OPPRESSED STILL STAND UP ON
OCCASION FOR FREEDOM AND LIZERTY AS THEY DID
IN CHINA'S TIANANMEN SQUARE, SHOULDN'T ALL
PEOPLE BE ABLE TO HOLD UP QUR ONE-DOLLAR
BILL AS A SYMBOJ, OF THE FREEDOM OF MODERN

- DEMOCRACY, LIKE A CANDLE IN DARKNESS?

'LIKE A CANDLE IN DARKNESS, SHOULDN'T THE -
CONSTITUTION BE ON THE BACK OF THE ONE-
DOLLAR BILL?

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

6< MICHAEL BUMBRY, 8

GEORGE WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT OF THE
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, JAMES MADISON,
BEN FRANKLIN, AND MANY OTHER GREAT
AMERICANS MET FOR FOUR HOT MONTHS IN 1787 TO
IGNTTE HISTORY*S GREATEST LIGHT OF
GOVERNMENT. THEY ARGUED, FOUGHT,
COMPROMISED AND GAVE THEIR ALL TO CREATE A
LASTING DEMOCRACY OF LIBERTY AND FREEDOM
FOUND IN THE PREAMBLE, THE ARTICLES, AND THE
AMENDMENTS OF OUR CONSTITUTION,

THEY PROTECTED THIS PHILOSOPHY AND THESE
JDEALS BY SEPARATING THE POWER OF
GOVERNMENT INTO THREE BRANCHES —
LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL — AND
CREATING CHECKS AND BALANCES AMONG THESE
BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT. THEY FURTHER
DIVIDED THE GOVERNMENT WITH DIVISIONS OF
POWER BETWEEN THE FEDERAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS.

WHILE OUR CURRENCY CELEBRATES SOME OF THE
MEN WHO FIRST WROTE THE CONSTITUTION, IT
DOESN'T CELEBRATE THEIR MOST NOBLE
ACHIEVEMENT, THE LIVING DOCUMENT, THAT THEY
PUT THEIR LIVES INTO. :

SHOULDN™T TIHE GREATEST OF AMERICAN
ACHIEVEMENTS BE WHERE ALL AMERICANS CAN

- READILY READIT? SHOULDN'T THE CONSTITTITION
BE ON THE BACK OF THE ONE-DOLLAR BILL - IN THE
HANDS OF ALL AMERICANS TO BE PRESERVED,
FROTECTED, AND DEFENDED?



LIBERTY MIDDLE

7981997

05703 '99 08:27 NO.537 03/05

THE LIBERTY DOLLAR BILL ACT

STATISTICS

7< CHRISTA ATTKISSON, 9

A SURVEY BY THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION
CENTER, A BODY CREATED BY CONGRESS IN 1988,
FOUND THAT SEVENTY-FIVE PERCENT OF
AMERICANS SAY THAT “THE CONSIITUTION IS
IMPORTANT TO THEM, MAKES THEM FROUD, AND IS
RELEVANT TO THEIR LIVES.”

SO IMPORTANT IS THIS DOCUMENT THAT WE BULLT
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES IN WASHINGTON TO
HOUSE AND SAFEGUARD IT. HUNDREDS OF
THOUSANDS GO THERE EACH YEAR TO SEE IT.
HOWEVER, THE SURVEY FOUND THAT NINETY-FOUR
PERCENT OF AMERICANS DON'T EVEN KNOW ALL OF
THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS FOUND N THE FIRST
AMENDMENT. AND, SIXTY-TWO PERCENT OF
AMERICANS CANNOT NAME OUR THREE BRANCHES
OF GOVERNMENT.

SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND LEGAL IMMIGRANTS
COME TO AMERICA EACH YEAR. OFTEN THEIR FIRST
SIGHT OF AMERICA IS THE STATUE OF LIBERTY,
HOLDING HIGH HER TORCH, SYMBOLIZING OUR
LIGHT AND OUR FREEDOM. MANY OF THESE
IMMIGRANTS BECOME AMERICAN CITIZENS BY THE
NATURALIZATION PROCESS AND MUST LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE CONSTITUTION THAN MANY NATURAL
BORN CITIZENS KNOW.

JF AMERICA’S MOST PATRIOTIC SYMBOL — THE
CONSTITUTION — WERE ON THE BACK OF THE ONE-~
DOLLAR BILL, WOULDN'T WE ALL KNOW MORE
ABOUT OUR GOVERNMENT?

AND SHOULDN'T WE?

THE COST

%< AMY POLLARD, 9

WHAT IS THE COST OF TELLING THE WORLD ABOUT
REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY, ABOUT FREEDOM,
ABOUT EQUALITY?

THE UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY WHICH
PROMOTES OUR NATIONAL INTERESTS ABROAD
THROUGH EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

AND RADIO BROADCASTS HAS A BUDGET OF OVER
$500,000,000, YES, HALF-A-BILLION DOLLARS EACH
YEAR TO TELL OTHER PEOPLES THE IDEALS FOUND
IN OUR CONSTITUTION.

THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE ESTIMATED
THE ONE-TIME COST OF THE DESIGN OF THE
LIBERTY BILL TO BE $500,000.

COULD THE HALF-A-BILLION DOLLAR YEARLY

- EXPENSE BE LESSENED I¥ WE LET OUR
HALF-A-MILLION DOLLAR LIBERTY BILL SPREAD OUR
IDEALS? TF WE LET OUR MONEY DO THE TALKING,
COULD WE CUT BACK ON PROGRAMS AND TAXES

WHEN THE DOLLAR BILL CARRIES OUR MESSAGE
AROUND THE WORLID?

9< EMMY SUDDUTH, 8

THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, THE WAR OF 1812, THE
CIVIL WAR, THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, WORLD
WAR I AND WORLD WAR [, THE KOREAN WAR, THE
VIETNAM WAR, DESERT STORM, THE WAR IN
KOSOVO.

THESE ARE THE COSTS OF THE IDEALS WE CHERISH
FOUND IN OUR CONSTITUTION,

STAND IN FRONT OF ANY MONUMENT TO OUR
FALLEN HEROES. RUN YOUR FINGERS ACROSS THE
NAMES INSCRIBED ON THE VIETNAM WAR
MEMORIAL OR STAND AT THE HALLOWED GROUND
AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETARY

THESE ARE THE COSTS OF THE PHILOSOPHY WE
LOVE FOUND IN THE CONSTITUTION,

80, CAN ANYONE PUT A COST ON MANKIND’S
HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENTS? OR, ARE THEY
FRICELESS?

IT BELONGS TO US
10< ANNE DUNCAN, 10
THE CONSTITUTION ~ IT BELONGS TO USt

PERHAPS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF RELIGIOUS
WRITINGS, THE CONSTITUTION JS THE MOST
DVPORTANT DOCUMENT EVER WRITTEN,

THE FIRST THREE WORDS SAY IT ALL - “WE THE
PEDPLE." IT BELONGS '!.‘0 Us.

OUR FOUNDING FATHERS ALSO WROTE IN THE
PREAMBLE THE WORDS, “OUR POSTERITY.” THEY
WROTE THE CONSTITUTION FOR THE GENERATIONS
THAT WOULD FOLLOW THEM. IT BELONGS TO US!

WITH ARTICLE SEVEN, THE FOUNDING FATHERS
REQUIRED THAT RATIFICATION FOR OUR
GOVERNMENT COME FROM THE CONSENT OF THE
PEOPLE. “WE THE PEOPLE" GAVE OUR CONSENT.
IT BELONGS TO US.

TIE FOUNDING FATHERS WROTE IN ARTICLE FIVE OF
THE CONSTITUTION THE AMENDMENT PROCESS,
KNOWING THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS, “THEIR
POSTERITY,” COULD ALTER THE CONSTITUTION TO
MEET THE CHANGING NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE. THE
CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN CHANGED BY
WMENT TWENTY-SEVFN TIMES. IT BELONGS

WE THE PEOPLE, POSTER].TY, RATIFICATION,
AMENDMENTS. THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA. SHOULDN'TIT BE IN THE
HANDS OF ALL AMERICANS - ON THE BACK OF ONE-
DOLLAR BILLS? BECAUSE ~ IT BELONGS TO US.
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A LIVING DOCUMENT,

11< JOHN BERRY, 8

THE CONSTITUTION IS ALL THE MORE BEAUI'II’UL
ALL THF, MORE IMPORTANT, WHEN YOU SEE THE
HISTORY AND GROWTH OF OUR GREAT NATION AS
WE MATURED AND IMPROVED THROUGH THE
AMENDMENT PROCESS, THE CONSTITUTION
UNFINISHED — STILL REING WRITTEN - A LIVING
DOCUMENT FOR ALL AMERICANS.

12< DONNELL WRIGHT, 11

WHEN THE CONSTITUTION WAS FIRST WRII'I'FN T
WAS NOT WRITTEN FOR ME. AFRICAN-AMERICANS
WERE NOT GIVEN EQUAL RIGHTS IN THE
CONSTITUTION. BUT THE THIRTEENTH,
FOURTEENTH, AND FIFTEENTH AMENDMENTS
CHANGED OUR NATION. THESE AMENDMENTS
ABOLISHED SLAVERY, DEFINED CITIZENSHIP, AND
GUARANTEED THE RIGHT TO VOTE REGARDLESS OF
RACE. THE AMENDMENTS ON THE BACK OF ONE-
DOLLAR BILLS SHOW A PART OF MY HBSTORY
WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF THE CONSTITUTION,
WITH THESE AMENDMENTS, AFRICAN-AMERICANS
BEGAN TO DREAM THE AMERICAN DREAM -

FREEDOM — FOUND IN THE CONSTITUTION, A LIVING

DOCUMENT FOR ALL AMERICANS.

13< AMY STINNETT, 9 ,

WHEN THE CONSTITUTION WAS WRITTEN, ], TOO,
WAS TREATED AS INFERIOR. ] WAS NOT ALLOWED
FULL PARTICIPATION BN OUR REPUBLIC. BUT THE
NINETEENTH AMENDMENT CHANGED THAT. IT SAID
THAT WOMEN COTJLD VOTE. THE NINETEENTH
AMENDMENT ON THE BACK OF ONE-DOLLAR BILLS
CRLEBRATES A PART OF MY HISTORY AND THE
BEAUTY OF A NATION OF CHANGE FOUND IN THE
CONSTITUTION, A LIVING DOCUMENT FOR ALL
AMERICANS,

14=< JEFF FOSTER, 9
IN THE 1960’S WHEN I WAS 18, 19, AND 20, IWAS
TOLD I WAS RESPONSIBLE ENOUGH TO GO TO WAR,

BUT NOT RESPONSIBLY ENOUGH TO VOTE. BUT THE .

TWENTY-SIXTH AMENDMENT CHANGED THAT. IT
SADD ANYONE EIGHTEEN AND OLDER HAD THE
RIGHT TO VOTE. THE AMENDMENTS ON THE BACK
OF ONE-DOLLAR BILLS CELEBRATES A MATURING
NATION FOUND IN THE CONSTITUTION, A LIVING
DOCUMENT FOR ALL AMERICANS.

15< TINA JACKSON, 8

FERHAPS BARBARA JORDON, WHILE A MEMBER OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, SAID IT BEST.
“*WE THE FEOPLE." IT IS A VERY ELOQUENT
BEGINNING. BUT WHEN THAT DOCUMENT WAS
COMPLETED ON THE SEVENTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER
IN 1787, 1 WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THAT ‘WE THE
PEOPLE. 1TELT SOMEHOW FOR MANY YEARS THAT
GEORGE WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDER HAMILTON
JUST LEFT ME OUT BY MISTAKE. BUT THROUGH THE

PROCESS OF AMENDMENT, INTERPRETATION AND
COURT IDECISION ] BAVE FINALLY BEEN INCLUDED
IN *WE THE PEOPLE.’.. MY FAITH IN THE
CONSTITUTION IS WHOLE, 7T I8 COMPLFTE, ITIs
TOTAL.” \

SIX REASONS
16< CARMEN FRANCK, 10
THE STUDENTS OF LIBERTY MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
PATRICK HENRY HIGH SCHOOL IN ASHLAND,
VIRGINIA, PROPOSED TO OUR REPRESENTATIVE,
TOM BLILEY, THAT CONGRESS ADAPT AN

- ABBREVIATED VERSION OF THE ENTIRE
CONSTITUTION TO BE ON THE BACK OF THE ONE-
DOLLAR BILL. CONGRESSMAN BLILEY AGREED, HE
PRESENTED THIS BOLL CALLED THE “LIBERTY
DOLLAR BILL ACT” TO CONGRESS. WE JUST CALLIT
THE “LIBERTY BILL.” WHILE THE RESULTS OF THIS
CHANGE WILL BE MANY, WE WOULD LIKE TO TELL
YOU THE SIX WE THINK ARE MOST IMPORTANT.

17< LINDSEY BURACKER, 8

FIRST, THE LIBERTY BILY. INSURES THAT AMERICANS
HAVE A DEEPER. KNOWLEDGE OF THE FRAMEWORK
OF THEIR GOVERNMENT AND A BETTER AWARENESS
OF WHERE THEIR LIBERTY AND FREEDOM
ORIGINATES?.

18« CAMPBELL TUCKER, 9

SECOND, THE LIBERTY BILL TEACHES THE
PROGRESS OF AMERICAN HISTORY AS WE AMENDED
THE CONSTITUTION,

19< LINDSEY XEITER, 10

THRD, THE LIBERTY RILL SPREADS THE
PHILOSOPHY OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY
AND FREEDOM AROUND THE WORLD WHILE SAVING
MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS FROM
FEDERAL PROGRAMS,

20< BRITTANY WHITE, 11

FOURTH, AMERICAN SOLDIERS AROUND THE WORLD
WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD UP ONE-DOLLAR BILLS AND
EXPLAIN WHY THEY ARE WOLING TO GIVE THEIR
LIVES FOR THE VERY IDEALS THEY CARRY WITH
THEM IN THEIR POCKETS AND THEIR HEARTS,

21< LUKE DAVIS, 8
FIFTH, THE LIBERTY BILL ENSURES THAT WE PASS A
DEEPER AWARENESS OF THE CONSTITUTION TO OUR

22< BRANDON CASH, 8§
SIXTH, THE LIBERTY BILL CELEBRATES THE
CONSTITUTION AS AN AMERICAN §YMBOL..

23< DANNY OBERSKI, 8 |

FOLLOWING THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION,
BEN FRANKLIN WAS ASKEZD WHAT KIND OF
GOVERNMENT THE FOUNDING FATHERS HAD GIVEN
TO THE UNITED STATES. HE REPLIED, “A REPUBLIC
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IF YOU CAN KEEP IT,” THE CONSTITOION ON THE
BACK OF THE DOLLAR BILL NOT ONLY CELEBRATES
THIS GREAT REPUBLIC, IT DEEPENS PEOPLES’
FNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF WHERE OUR
REPUBLIC COMES FROM, WHAT IT MEANS, AND IT
HELPS US “KEEP IT” AS MR. FRANKLIN CHALLENGED,

RESULTS

24< BERNIEZ RODRIQUEZ, 8

EIGHTY-NINE REPRESENTATIVES HAVE
COSPONSORED THE LIBERTY DOLLAR BILL ACT,
INCLUDING THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, THE
MAJORITY LEADER, THE MAJORITY WHIP, SIX
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN, AND TWO RANKING
MEMBERS,

THE LIBERTY BILL HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY THE
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, THE MILITARY ORDER
OF THE PURPLE HEART, THE FLEET RESERVE
ASSOCIATION, AND SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS AROUND
THE COUNTRY,

CLOSURE

25< VICKIINGRAM 11

MR, CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, WE
HAVE PLENTY OF LIBERTY BILLS FOR YOU SO YOU
CAN SHOW YOUR COLLEAGUES. AND, WE WANT
YOU TO HAVE THE LIBERTY BILL MUGS IN FRONT OF
YOU AS QUR WAY OF SAYING THANKS FOR
ALLOWING US TO TESTIFY HERE TODAY,

26< SABRINA JOHNSON, 10

NO COUNTRY CAN SURVIVE THAT FORGETS ITS
PHILOSOPHICAL BEARINGS. THE FREEDOMS AND
LIBERTIES OF OUR AMERICAN CULTURE, BASED IN
THE CONSTITUTION, ARE THE IDEOLOGICAL LIGHT
THAT GIVES SUBSTANCE, VALUE, AND MEANING TO
THE LAWS BY WHICH WE LIVE. OUR DEEP
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY 1S SOMETIMES TAKEN FOR
GRANTED IN THE EVERYDAY BUSINESS OF MAKING
LAWS. YET WE CAN HEAR IN JOHN F. KENNEDY’S
INAUGURAL ADDRESS THAT HE SPOKE NOT OF
DEFENDING AMERICA’S LAWS, BUT OF DEFENDING
AMERICA’S PHILOSOPHY.

27< JACKSON DYER, i1

“WE DARE NOT FORGET TODAY THAT WE ARE THE
HEIR3 OF THAT FIRST REVOLUTION. LET THE WORD
GO FORTH FROM THIS TIME AND TIIS FLACE, TO

FRIEND AND FOE ALIKE, THAT THE TORCH HAS BEEN

PASSED TO A NEW GENERATION OF AMERICANS
BORN IN THIS CENTURY, TEMPERED BY WAR,
DISCIPLINED BY A HARD AND BITTER PEACE, PROUD
OF QUR ANCIENT HERITAGE, AND UNWILLING TO
WITNESS OR PERMIT THE SLOW UNDOING OF THOSE
HUMAN RIGHTS TO WHICH THIS NATION HAS
ALWAYS BEEN COMMITTED, AND TO WHICH WE ARE
COMMITTED TODAY AT HOME AND AROUND THE
WORILD. '

LET EVERY NATION KNOW, WHETHER IT WISHES US
WELL OR JLL, THAT WE SHALL PAY ANY PRICE, BEAR

ANY BURDEN, MEET ANY HARDSHIP, SUPPORT ANY
FRIEND, OPPOSE ANY FOE TO ASSURE THE SURVIVAL
AND THE SUCCESS OF LIBERTY.”

28< CHESNEY GRIZZARD, 8

THE TORCH THAT WE, YOUR POSTERITY, ARE
BEGINNING TO ASSUME, WILL CAST AFAR GREATER
LIGHT IF ALL AMERICANS AND CITIZENS OF THE
WORLD HAVE THE CONSTITUTION IN HAND, SO THAT
IT CAN BE READ AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF
AMERICAN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY SHARED.
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO GRAB HOLD OF THIS -
MIGHTY TORCH BY VOTING TO PASS THE LIBERTY
DOLLAR BILL ACT AND ILLUMINATE THE WORLD,

WE END TODAY BY SAYING THANK YOI AND
PRESENTING TO YOU THE CONSTITUTION AS YOU
SEEIT ON YOUR LIBERTY BILLS - A LIVING LIGHT
FOR ALL AMERICANS AND ALL THE WORLD.

THIE ABRIDGED CONSTITUTION
29« READ BY ALL STUDENTS
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