


Spectators' agree':'··'· ....... '. 

I{ing wait :'worth~t' 

by Tim LaDger' 
STAFF WR/TEll . 

, Th~y lliled the streetftom'~ 
Route SO to Route 98 aild waited: " 
All, they got for their time was 
a glimpse of the Clinton profile ' 
and a presidenfuilwave through' ,
the tinted limousine glass. ',' , 
, But most of the spectators' , 

, along' Buckhannon, Pike" in ., 
ClarksbUrg said seeing the pres-' , 
ident was well worth the wait. " 
, ."It's the chance of a lifetime," I' 
said Rosemary' Ca'stellana ,of' 
Clarksburg" waiting' with her" I 

daughter, Michele, at the corner;.
of Buckhannon Pikeand'East ,',
Main Street. " '. " ; i 

.B~ Conley of Clarksb~g' : 
said It was the chance'of alife- . 
time for both herself 'and' her' , 
daughter ,Lauren, restmg.'in a', ~ 
baby stroller. ,',' ' .'" 

, "We'll be able to :pufm her : 
baby book that she saw the ", 
president' when $he.' was rune ' 
months,old,7 Conl~y. said.'" .. 
'Paul, VeJtrl:II, aJitUe, older ' 
at age, 8, ,:wi,ll remember : the ' 
pr~sidentialviSit :himself; He 
got. to ,~hake, the. preSident's ' 
hand. ;:' , ! : " " " , , , , '. • ': 

, Paul was, ~aiting With hiS 
grandparents m front of the 
Mountaineer Mart on Buckhan- ' 
non Pike when the presidential
motorcade stopped and Clinton 
got out of his limo and started 
shaking hand,S. ',,' , 

The St., Mary's 'second­
~ader said the presid~nt asked ,
him, "Do you like school?" To 
whiC;h he responded, "Yes, I do." 
, Like many others along the: 
motor~ade route, Ralllh Cathell . 
had hiS camcorder With him ,to'
capture the event. ' - ..,., , 

"It's never really happened ' 
in Clarksburg before," he said. 
"It's pretty interesting to see a 
president in your hometown. It's 

..... : .. ", 

, " ,'" ',:, :", :.\., "'. ,:::,Ap Photo 

, GREETINGS ~Pr~ident CIin­
, ton,shakes liands with Bridge­
port citizens ~ursday. ' ' ••' , 

. ; " 

, something' you' can tell your
children about: ' 

, ,Cathell had a bit ofbad luck, 
however.. ",':',: , 

, "We ~anted to get it with the 
, camcorder,"be said""but the 
, battery's dead. Of all, the tim­
ing... ",: , i"'" " , , " 
, , <?ther , spectators were less 
exclted~ ~'" , " 
, Thirteen-year-old "Bub" Mar­

tin, waiting with his friend 
, Shawn sears, said they were 


there "just to have something to 

do,", , ",--- ",' , 


, , " Marvin Marsh, waiting near 

the BuCkhannon Pike-East Main 
Street' intersection, said he 

; ,didn't ,plan on waiting for the 
motorcade,

, "I was on my way home 
from work when 1 got stopped
in the traffic; he said. "So I 

See SPECTATORS, A6 

, (continued from Page JU) 

decided to come up and see the 
, president go by:· .' , ,.

,His car was m a lme of cars 

backed .up to the G:off Pl~za 

Bridge on East ~am. pol~ce

blocked off every mtersection 

on Buckhannon pike for the 

motorcade; " 

, Jim Kelley didn't bother get­

, tin~ out ofhis truck. He had to 
, walt about 20' minutes.in .the 

East Main Street traffiC Jam 
, and said he "planned to take ~e 

country way" to his home m 
Bridgeport because of all the 
blocked-off roads. , " ,,' 
. There were Some protesters
along Buckhannon pike, with 
several "Stop ~~~,~cr.(';:~d 

...-:---;-:":.;~:": "" ~~~.=.:..:~...:.-, - ", 

"Stop Partial-Birth AbortionS" 
signs in thecrow,~.~, ,}, : ' 

But most of the spectators 
seemed: to be Clinton sup~rt· 
,erSt cheeriilg' and applauding
when the motorcade appeared. 

Ella Gra~e'8pears . of ~~y­
mond' Highway' w.as waltmg
with a small American flag. 
, "l'ma Clinton supporter, 
sure. I'm a very patriotiC pat· ' 
riot," she said'. . 

Perhaps Mark Patterson of, 
Clarksburg put it best. He said 
he was there with his camera 
"just because it's the pre~ident." ' 

.":. 
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B8 Friday, May ,23~ 1997 

Clint()n tells students: 'I love this school'·· 
"You're entering a period of pUlg'high 'fives and talkingeXcit­byJeff TOqUinto 
American history, different in ed1y following his departure. " " 

SI'AFF WRITER many ways from the past... , , Principal Leon Pilewski said 
, When' Robert C. 'Byrd, High Following his comments, Clin- Clinton's post-forum visit wa's tre- ' 

School Student Body President ton stepped from the stage and mendous. , i' 
Dan Phares introduced'President 'personally greeted, hundreds of . "It doesn't get any,better than I 

Clinton to students at the Robert ,students and faculty members this for. the kids," said Pilewski. ' : ' 
C. Byrd High School auditorium before heading back to Benedum "The kids were so attentive. They I 

.on Thursday, the audience, Airport. The stu~ents'wereslap- truly enjoyed his visit." " 
. erupted in cheers. " " iF"" ' ' 

After delivering his, toWn-hall 
mee~g to 160 selected students, 
administrators, community lead­
ers and parents inside the school's 

" gymnasium, ,the president 
, stepped down the hallway into the 
, auditorium., Inside, several hun­ :. I,' 

, dredstudents had' watched the , . . , 
~, " :;,meeting via the Internet arid a 

~ 

",' ,'"closed circuit feed and had man- ' " 
'!'.' , " 

"aged to keep themselves con­
tained. '", 

1 


However, that, would all 

, change. The entire student body 
leapt to their collective feet when. L I,

I 

Clinton appeared ori stage.'", ! 
i 

,,'. Step,?ing from, behind a cur- '! 

tam, Clinton shook hands with 
Phares and a few others and then 
offered brief remarks. 

"I'm glad to be here," Clinton 
said. "! didn't have an auditorium 
this nice when I went to school. 
" "! love this school." 

, ' 

After ,his opening remarks, 
Clinton encoUraged those'in atten­

. dance to.,stay upon their educa- , 
tion and take advantage of the ' 
opportunities infrqnt of them. 
" "We're not only about to enter 
'a new century, but a new millen­

, nium," Clinton told the students. 
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\;llnIOn oaCKS'!' 
--..... ... --_. - . ..... .----~-

longer school 
. .---- .......... _. -"-"-1 '.' / 

CLARKSBURG CAP) - President . -:r c::; . 
Clinton endorsed longer school . tJ· 1/ ~ ./
years and high school competency 

tests Thurs~ay as West Virginia 


and Massachusetts joined his .'tion.". . n1 .campaign for national education 

standards. 


Extending the school term is a·. CI- t' 

"very unpopular" idea, the presi- ' In on... Clinton said there was a grow-

dent acknowledged. But he said Continued from A-1 ing national consensus behind 

the United States has the shortest . 'He said there was "a serious po- his call for national testing of 

school year of any major indilstri". tential problem" in protectlngmath and reading skills. But he 

alized country except Belgium. children from ill-suited material acknowledged. there. are appre:­I 

"On balance, 1 tlJink it would be on the Internet He ~uggested the bensions as well. "It's' scary. It's 

better if we had a slightly longer' remedy may be something'like' personaL You're afraid. What 

school year," the pre'sident said. the v-chip being developed to happens ifyou take if and you 

"1 do." .. '. . screen television programs .lor don't do very well." '.' . 


He said students .in East Asia violenceandadultprograms;··\·;':'.' However, he said, "We're not 

and Germany,for exaf!1ple, can Asked by a local high school stu- necessarily trying to identify the 

study subjects in greater depth dent whether students should specific score of every student 


have to pass a na:tional exam to '. but we want the schools and the 
_ '7- - __ -:.' graduate from highschool, Clin· classes to see how they're doing 

ton replied: "1 basically believe it so they can lift the students up." and retain. more because they're 
would beagood thing ifyou had a . .' Clinton opened the program byin school longer each year. . 
standards exam- not one you announcing that RepubUcan gov­The president came to the 
have to make. a certain score on, ernors in West Virgmia and Mas­rolling hills of north-central West but one you have to show a cer-" .sachusetts had committed toVirgini~ f9r__ !in~ducation 'town tain competence on to move to national standards and testing. 
different levels of education;" .' "The tests for fourth-graders in 


meeting at a high school named He suggested the test might be' reading and eighth-graders in 

after the .state's political dean, . given in the 11th grade. "If you .math will begin in the spring of 

Democr~tic Sen. Robert C. Byrd. did it in the high school before .1999. •. :1;. . 


The audience, handpickerl by the graduation, 1 think we would ."From West Vrrginia to Nevada, 

school superintendent and politi- . have to start it early and give ev" from Washington State to Flor­


eryb~?y mo~ than one chance to . ida, from Maine to Arizona, math ~~i'-l~;der~, w~-~-cinen~; and t pass, he SaId. ..' is the same, The need for basic 
asked easy questions .. On the idea of keeping schools . reading skills is the same," the 


Clinton was the first president to open for more of the year, Clinton ,president said . 

said there are problems with the ,.Maryland, Michigan, North Car­
visit this community since Harry 
idea, such as how you pay for it. :.olina and schools run by the De­Truman.in 1952. Hundreds of peo­
Another issue is that some . fense Department had earlierple gathered at roadside on a 
schools are not pro.p,erly air con- committed to Clinton's program sunny spring afternoon to wave as ditioned. Yet, he SaId, "1.think on' of voluntary performance stan­the president's limousine rode balance it's a good thing to do:" .' dards and testing: .past. . 

White House spokeswoman AM' California's elected superinten­Twice on the drive to a cam­ Lewis hastened to add later that dent of public schools has also paign-style airport rally, Clinton Clinton feels it is an idea worth endorsed the testing, although had his motorcade stop so he considering. It is "not something the governor and .state legisla­could shake hands with support­ that we are wholesale recom- ture, which must approve the 
ers who lined the sidewalks. mending but he does .think it program, have signaled resis-

Moving around a high school ought to get serious considera- tance. . 
gym ltke.a talk show host, Clinton 

answered. questions from educa­
tors alid parents. . 


Clinton, A·3 

PHOTOCOPY 

PRESERVATION 
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Amanda Walker

::..... 

m-==q -
meets Clinton 

.' 

By CARLA DIFONZO 
Staff writer 

WELLSBURG - Brooke, High 
senior Amanda Walker said it, 
was a moment she'd never forget. 

"We're all waiting in the gym· 
nasium for a long time, after 
spending two hours with the pres­
ident's security guards," she said. 
"'And then finally President (Bill) 
Clinton arrived ~.. We could 
hardly believe it." 

Walker, along with Derek 
Courtney of Fairmont, were the 
only two students in West Virgi­
nia to receive the Presidential 

Scholar Award. Becallse of this 
special distinction, they were 
chosen to meet Clinton, who was 
on hand Thursday in Clarksburg 
for a town meeting to discuss his 
'education plan. ' 

"At, one point, a moderator al­
lowed people from the audience ' 
to ask the president Questions,'~ 
she said. "I was going to ask him 
about the Wheeling-Pitt strike 
and what he thought about it. But 
I wasn't picked to ask a question." 

Although she didn't get to ask 
the president a question, Walker 
wasn't disappointed. As far as she 

is concerned; the chance to meet 
President Clinton was one of the 
most, exciting moments in her 
life,especially when she got to 
shake his hand. 

"I couldn't believe it," she said. 
"It, was amazing. He walked in 
and began to, shake r..ands. Then 
he got to me, shook my hand and 
said, 'Hello Amanda.' 

"I couldn't believe he called me 
by name," she said, laughing a 
bit. "But then I reali~ed I had my' 
name tag on." 

Walker will visit the White 
House in June to receive a Pres-' 
idential Medallion. She is one of 

~.------ _. 
only 141 presidential scholars 
this year nationwide., ' 
, Walker said she's looking for­

ward to going to Washington and 
the fact she's allowed to, bring 
along one of her teachers. '.,. 

"I chose niy English teacher, . 
Shirley Cuomo," the Brooke High ' 
senior said. "She helped me to be­
come a better writer and to aD- " ' 
preciate the humanities during a 
year when I had mostly math and 
science courses." 

Amanda is' the daughter of Da­
vid and Peggy' Walker of 
Wellsburg. 

i 
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Cro'\4ld··bf.1f~.·~1tot·Siln\ .. 
f~ cha:rice!i6~~ei~ .' 

, ' " , .. , ' __.........-..;.______--..;.~. . (meeting the president) t' " 1 


ed· tel aft P . d t· and then 1 surprised her '!itl1,~o : 

STAFF WRITER. -She had a dream lasa nighU't .,,:, 

. m~ la y er resl en tickets today; Dotson said. " 

qmton s motorcade left Bened~ Nel Elder, from Grafton" 

Airport for Robert p..Byrd High attended mainly for her three -About 40 of us caught the tra~ . 
School, the KCI AVIation hangar, grandchildren, ages seven, five ,;.' in Grafton and went as a group,; 
doors open~d an~ a flood of peo- and lo-months-old. Her seven- . d ' ' " 

p~e began lockey~g for the best. year-old granddaughter; a Hepzi- 'her~ewiea~latert Pulice and' 

VIew. of the podium where the bah Elementary first grader,was, . . three others from FaU1llont ~ent 

presIdent would speak.... . particularly .excited sh~ said.,: to Keniledy's fun~al,.he salg. , 


The people would W~lt more. . ';-1 don't necessarily' like qm...· . H. Laban White, a long time. 

than, three ho~s. for Clinton to ton," Elder added while feeding Clarksburg resident, and former . 

return to the aIrPort, Thou~ the her baby grandson. -I came here, Speaker'or.the House of Delegates , . 


. ' crowd got thicker and. thicker, because h~'sthe president: . from HarrisOn County, remem­,>,' 

and the sun got h~tter ang hotter, '. 'Fairmont Mayor'Nick Fanta-:, bersgoing to .the~te ~ouse to 
the people re~amed pat\en~, . . sia,. who said he saw .then-Gov." meet Calvin,Coolldge. His aunt, .. 
. For most It was a once-m-a-' Clinton in 1988 at a Jefferson- who was amem~ of the Dal!gh­

lifetime opportunity· to see, ~e Jackson dinner~' was excited by . ters of'the Amerlc~!l Revolution,
nation's leade.r, worth ~alting ..the national exposure of the 'pres- ._..... .... '" ',.. .' . ,.,. 
through anythm2. " . ident's visit. .... ' ' wtis invited by the flrst.lady, who. 

For Big Eiin, Elementary .' "Two hundred million~plewas secretary of the DAR. : ... 

School teac,her Janet Dotson, it will get at least a sm~ll ~pse.. . 'Tve~'seen every' president " . 

was more like fate that 'brought' of north central West Vu-guua and' ' since CoOlidge: he said. . ,.' '. ' 

her and· her mother. Luvon. they will see the technology cor- However . not everyone was 


, . . ,._.-- .. :...:.- ........'--.. --.~, - ....~.... .. ",·bythepresidential,
im.ftPAClaaiI 


--------....-- ridor is alive and well: he'said.: . VJ.Sfi.7.7".. ._. _. _' . ..,

Senator Mike Ross, D-rum-., .-- ­

dolph, also lauded ,the exposure. , . ~'~Bridgeport High ~hool ninf:h 
. . . , . . . grader Brian Meredith and h,lS

"it's a ~t event' for the state friends spent part of the afternoon 
of West Vlrgi$. ,It's great for,the 'pia CardS on the hangar floor. 
economy,· he s~lld. '.' . " '. . ", M 'th said they'd check out '. 

, '. . . Ross expects .the impact of th~ . the president "eventu8llY-becau~e " . :, .:!~,~t:~~d\:~o~8!s~~~~."the.game w()n't l~st that long. . 

. Some Of tl)oseattending.,the! , " 
. '" Benedum 'rally were old hats ' , 
',',when'it came to presidents;·· , 

Fairmorit resident· Frank 
. Pulice remembers att.ending John' , 
. Kennedy'sinaugurati~n'in 196~. 

" , 
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first·· fOru111 

_on'" Iriternet 

by GallManh 
STAFF WRlXER 

Thanks to Bell Atlantic and the 

latest technology, President Bill 


· Clinton's town meeting at Robert: 

C. Byrd High School was linked 


· up to the Internet. 

. iAccording to Don Molter, area' 

· manager of. ~ell Atlantic, the I ,I 
I. 

White House told him "this was . 

'. the first time that a major pres-- . . 


idential address was being broad­

cast live on the Internet- . ... 

I 
"We have a horne page that '. 

was created by the.NASA Class­
· room of the Future at Wheeling

Jesuit University in. Wheeling,· 


. Molter said. "People that view the 
. home page have the opportunity 
to select audio and video, or they
can select audio only: .. '.:: . 

The NASA classroom and the 
transfer center at the Wheeling 
site captured the satellite broad­

· cast from West Virginia Public 
. Television, digitized the si~. 

and . sent the audio and VIdeo . 

directly to the Internet, Molter 

said. The signal lagged behind by : 

about 10 seconds.···~
. .. .....' ­

. The area manager wasjoinecr .' 
by Ron Aylestock, senior engi­
neer, and two technicians who 
had all been working for many . . 
hours at RCB to prepare for the 
town meeting. By the time . the.' . 
wiring and phone lines were ; 
installed to SUP{»ort the Internet. I 
and allow satellIte feed for other '1 
media, more than 22,000 feet of' , 
cable had been laid and more 
.than 200 phone lines were in oper­
ation. . . 

The team did their first test 

run on Tuesday evening and did 

a double check. on Thur'::.ay 


. morning. They remain::-.i at the 

school site "in case anything goes 

wrong,· Molter said. By all later 

reports, the home page was a . 

complete success. 


-Tbis is as high-tech as you can 

get. We did all this on a request 

from the White House advance 


· team,· Molter said. 

http:Thur'::.ay
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Centenarian, gets _. 	 : ~ .', ,}(ISS·,. : . ','- ., 

':icontlnusdfrom Page A.:t.)',reside"tial kiss ' 
, 	 ' 

~Center were seatecth-ehind 
lhe podium' when President",,' 
Xlinton spoke at Benedum Air- ' 

br Tim Langer 
STAFF WRITER 

::port_ Thursdar. When he was . 
linish~ speaking, the president " 

, lO6-year-old Bl~lDche Austin ;'stepped oil the podium tQ shake 
got a ki;ssfromthe president. ' :banas in the crowd.' :' ", 
, , Austin and three other resi. " ::. But he went a little' further' , 
dents of Clarksburg Continuous ~jor Austin, kiss,ing h~r 'on ,the' 

,',' :cheek and teJ.li.ilJt her, she looked . "" 
SEE KISS, A6 ,:j)etter than hemd. ',' , , ' 

.... ' "It was a thrill. I 'didn't know 
ihat he was So' good It·~oking."' 
~ustin sai~ this morning. " 
'~~, Clinton was th~, fourth ,pres·' 

,::,~ent Austin has seen in her life. 
·1ime. The others were Grover" 
:tIeveland, Theodore Roosevelt ' 
:.and Woodrow Wilsoil~ "':0: i- , ' , 

,,: .Austin was bom:May5,'189t " 
,':: "BIanche is' juSt, amazing,·
_id Linda Wolfe; -director of 
Social services, atClarksbilrg , 
Continu9US care~ "She's'sO alert. ' 
She amazes me every ~y.- . '. 

':;:'1 ContinBuCousdCare rve~ld~n~' /' ' 
'.\J' adys . or er, 87; . lfgriua " 

:Husk, 87, and Lena MitChell,82"
'got to shake haridS with Clinton. " 

, 	 :It ,was the'secondpresidential ' 
:encounter for, Husk, ,who also I. 

:saw l{arry S. Truman.' , ' 
.: All the women are in wheel­
~chairs, and' 'getting ,them. 

"" . 

,:thro~gh airport o:owd to '~e 
;handicapped' seatinssection 

, ':was difficult, WoH~S2ld. Contin- . 
:uous Care personnel asked a 
~Secret ServIce agent for help, 
~and instead of taking them 

,~where they asked,he led them 
. :pght' behind .the' president's

pOdium. , ',' ' . ' ,. 
,	,.,,' "They're still excited about 
:it,· Wolfe said this morning. "It ' 
;';vas a great experience for all' i 

'of them." , 
~.; Smith Ambulance provided ' 
;transpOrtation.for the four. ­

-., .; 

,.', 
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Guests Found Conditions Troublesome 
,"" :~ >.,_BY'~R BUNDY " 


..~~~~~~~.~fJ~~~ ... 
p. 	'- ., 

CLARKSB~p+"F~~nt's HazerA. Brown 

~howed up to seePreSid~~~',;linion on his trip' to Harrison County. 

Just as she had gone to see. first lady Eleanor Roosevelt some 40 

years earlier in nearby Lewis County." . ' 


~rs.": Brown, now 72., came away 
,Impressed with Mrs. Roosevelt. She 

reserved judgment on Clinton. 
'< 'From where she and many others 
, st()()d at Bridgeport's ,Benedum Airport 

J
, . on1'hursday, Clinton was a tiny figure 
,';'.. a podium, and his comments 


"', drifted, away in a constaJ:lt buzz 

Crain Ii. crowd ofmore than 5,000. 

r' :'~I heard hims'ay, 'Thank you, 

W~st Virginia,'" Mrs. 'Brown 

'said. "That was about it But I 

"tapedit on my VCR, so I'll go 
home arid watch it. ", 

•Still, Mrs. Brown considered 
the day a success. So did Mary , 
Helen Shields, who had a big sup­
porting role in Clinton's town 

See Guests on Page 9 

Guests-;-" 
did her grandfather, Russell Bonas- anybody else," McClain said. ','The 

Continued From Page 1 only difference is he runs the coun­so. 	 ' , 
at 	Clarksburg's R b ert C" "He's justa man, just like you and try. I don't.~" ,, forum 0 

Byrd High SchooL" , , I, except he's the president," Bonas- The trip was the first to Clarks-
Miss Shields, a Robert C. Byrd so told her. " burg by a president since Harry Tru-

High senior who introduced Clinton, Miss Shields' classmate, Jeff man came to the Harrison County 
:;'\vas nervous about her role: .It ,McClain, learned the same lesson city nearly 50 years ago. . ' , 
:: 	 showed as she briefly burst into ner- later in the day, about 5 miles away The atmosphere was charged pnor 
:: vous laughter awaiting her big at the airport. Clinton came within a to his arrival: Th~ ne~spaper blared 

moment. few feet of McClain and other Robert a welcome, greetmg signs were post-
But with the spotlight on, she wasCo ,Byrd band members just before ed on several businesses and police 

nearly flawless. She said the presi- boarding Air Force One to leave. were stationed about every 100 
dent helped calm her down, and so "He's a human being, just like meters. 

I 
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.D.C., the governor said b¢fote read­
·ing a mesSage frOm Byrd.'· 'r"" . 
; . FlVm tiny,babies to .the elck;dy, . 
Waving flags' or bolding .Welcoming . 
signs, dressed in suits or bluejeans 
,and,T-shirt.$ ..;..,;.the crowdbecame;~ 

§-~one long'cbeer;'when . 
i-fitCiintonhobbled to the··DOCHUilL~~J 

.!t. '" He ;Yion~the .heltrt:'J""hc,o!:: 
'i be"c:aUed'.nl'....n 

cou.ntry and its yowg 
. Now it's time to behind a 

_common goal, hesiUd. 'io raise the 
'. standards ,in' education to the highest 
'. in the:world, to belie.ve that every 
child can learn and, to commit to- a 
future more brilliant than our glori­
ous past. ,. ~ bY' one child ala time~tt . 

".. . ld' 'th"~ -:.. '. ',,"":)eJi:,"l·1l'7;'~::if'~~';<'T .'BRIDGEPORT ~ It was SRO for FOB ... · to e crowu.-, ....· "",,;,'., " '., .... ' . 

;At· Benedum' Airport, President Bill . ~Und~~ Gov;,:qilSton'Capelt~n's' 


. Clinton was wildly greeted by a throng of .!eadershlp. we: installed computers 

about· 12,500.' " . . · tn,aU classrooms-from K'lo grade 

. Thes~; 'Fans of .Bill cheered, pho'~" six," he said; adding thiltthe job . 


· will be finished when all school~ up', ;';~f:sec:ond.mlJorder'i:'1nolltJ!i
togra~d and just pl~ gawked at ~e tall. 
'..to grade 12 have computers that. , . 
· hooked up to the Internet';"'.' "';~.','

silver"haired pie~1.iieni.•:41t~y h~~d~ed ..; ; -. 'Underwood joins' the Republican: 
~ore than ~ee h()1.'rs~:sUinaing on' the hot .... ' , governor of MaSsachusetts incOm-~'
aIrport·tarniac .i.n ~a?lfi'ight spring sun, . 

: milting to. .and ;'~:,~wtll'ldl-clillSs;edlJlcalionpacked so tightly: 'together they cast only 

one shadow...·';,,~~· '- ....,.:. .: 


..' Arriving behi~(fs~hetlule and aided by a· "i~~~Set;riaY~~~~~I~
Ciine, thecomllland,er~in-chief edged, gin- '. ' 

gerly down the ramp of the smaller/mili- -... 

tary version of Air Force Oile. The 5.200- , . 


:10' . 
ceremony because of leg~-~; ..~:~~~~iy~1~ildjcotiege:~~:

. foot 'runwayat Benedum AiiP~rt'~~::w~: . islative meetings in Washington;·,~;~~[1UJ~aeilc;iidsr~;n.\lr~thetre.velY
short for the larger converted Boeing 747. 

. .He immediately left by motorcade to 

R,Obert C. Byrd High' School for an educa­

tion town meeting,.returnIDg to the airpOit 

to address the crowd... again behind 
 ,.,:.
schedule.., ,. ;! '. r ,. .' 


. Despite the' extra wait. in spite of sun-" 

burned scalps and throbbing feet. regard­

" , ,," ... -".:. '. -,~-,'..:..-~-' 

•less· ;,.iorig . porta-potty Iines . and short .,, '. 

. . the hours in the sun were worth seeing an 
incumbent president in their ~eck of the 
woods. ',' . . 

Gov.-Cecil Underwood - speaking for 
! . 

. standing space~ most spectators acted as if 

. the state ,and national dignitaries· accompa­
nying the president :':"':'urged the crowd. to 

. give "a 10YflI MOlintaineer greeting to the 
_._--,......--. -----. ". '. - .. ~'------.-. 


president of the United-States:..aad the 

'. audience loudly obeyed. . 


. The Republican governor then prefaced 

I. 

the president's address by pledging his sup­

port to Clinton's education program. ". 
 ,> 

"We are striving hard to reach a level of 

excellence in education across the state," he. 


Page2APlease see BENEDUM 
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Cr.::ARKSBURoJennifer I;11
Brown, 11, a student froni 

'i 
' ' 

Bridgeport's Simpson IllemenW)' , ' _', '" ' " !SchaoI;," sat ,', Unde!.'';ood alid Secr,.tary,'pC"Uty imPr'eSsed ber, " -';) 
straight~backed ' Education Richard ':W"y;Y"f" ',,:~ ~~,,'Otber9uestlons 

were easier, rure.' 
in her folding , When RCB sentor M,,! Helen~!!,< one posed by Amby Hardesty. , t 

1chair, feet 00 the Shields stepped ~ tbepodium. she '",I:, was wondermg .f, you use the 
floor, 'bands in co~ the feelings of the crowd: flitlemet 

in the WhiteHouse'/" be
,Iter lap. "Mr. President, this is the mosi,'~1"" ,li'" , ".,,,.: ': ,) 
, She moutbed ""Ci~g~nt of my Iil"-~ :;r)i.$,; "e460 'B;;; iny~~;us';' it 
her question for ",1,1ic;:~ddiW! careil'tbe~, " ",' tMnl':do;·,Clinirinsaiil. ....• 
Yresident B iII .d~nt, !i'"' ,1~, ,IDmutes,'l1'b. Ie , """"g laugh .!ritetparents in

~~:':J sU::t~ a.r@~~"~"~'Th.tpre~i;i!;;-:'~£hllC~an~ ,
~J~~r:;:/:!; "Clinton . ~ra~r~~~~ljjg:!;~ill'.l!'f~,~~~j~~':
re~.;. .' \ ~,~' ~~~ , ~t; ~;:u~l~i~~a~~,\f~~~,y?~al 


. fidgeted, glggl~d or talked 1~:SUre J.1."H....oa. ..'/h.:.::t·'·"'"'''.;i·'...'·<;~'fl\('li'-'~~'··...''·'>~...'''''~J~;:·"i:~: ..~r·c:'·.~ 

t? those seated on the" left and!. c, ..;,.~.)!,!" ";" .s1Jl>'<l'~'" '\ I ,\>. 1Il.!""~nter ,was',,,Do: ;. ,to

ngbL The . atmOsphere of the Robert !O , . ',> ",the,l'l""den!,:'h~,~d,,,,,,,,,neVe titsmendingilieew ',,"'.nd
f 
C Byrd gy~, fritted and crackled Juttlit¥~ye ~ ~\beB:~ ~~:,*.IW<!:,~ 'of ittCt',b§W9 "bich 
w.th. nervou,energy. ," Countr,Sch,901.,~,~pennt~~,~ent,~l!i< ~,~ .~t.~mI"',~d,~<¥'~ lteat,~oping classical music did lit. RDbe~~tt1e,,~, tl>.e ff~'~'lf. elights;"5'*:"'~){';""" ,.-"""'-,~ ", _,_,~--'; questtq!"', ,'"",""'~: "~,'I ',:, ' , "ch quesnon'recei'\)ei! an 
de ., soothe,the crowd ofHaaiSO')" ,lII./:,yD!1\1l€f ie4·IIl.e:prefiaiitil£· .et'lihd eiicb Cri_tii ....ived 

County stude~ts and resid>mts anx: '\ ,mouto!li~I'lans fot, ~ing tbe anxthe 

president's full attention. 

lOusly awalting the amval of ~~'. ahve .:.10 .educaUoIi~: ~¥Chnton '.'::;., ..preside~t. ,,:,. , ' :" ':;~·..Janswered her ques~io~ a~}~Rgth. -.".;.;;.,-;'.....~.'~.-..~;.;.;.'.:..':.--~---..:..-

S"'!'"'ll at, about n,30p,m" die "After the f.rUDI"sbe~~:~;'PIfoiSi; oeell.CB
meetmg area ~. half of the ReB. . , . -., .. ,....... ' ·'·'.'.T,'.,r
gym~ swelled with)uests; While 


House employees, m~dia, and a 

range of anxious:emoiions. The 

president's arrival marked the 

biggest event in' many individuals' 

lives. . '.: ..' 


.But he was late. ; ,.... ; : ~'-". 

The travelling press' rolled in, . 


marking the final moments before. lbompsOn took that opportnnity

Clinton's appearance. The veterans . to ~Ive the president' a red-and' 

grumbled amongst themsely'eS',. , white tassel, a memento of the 1997 

about an event that was, for them, IBHS'·fgra.duating 'class'~that';
all in a day's work: . ....;, ~o~pso~'tellds~.ac~demicil11Y as:­

"He's nine minutes late." yaledictonan.'" i~'JI<':I. 1:;:-.."':- ... ' .... - . .
"He's always late." 
"You could' set your clock by 


Reagan." . ..... 

But then the classical music cut 


out and a voice piped 'in the arrival 

of West Virginia (Jov. C~ci1 


'<, ; ~~~:: •• ,.' 1·:4'~:.;:"';;:::-" :; 

. i 
. I 

_BR_IDG_EPO~RT_R..;.EPO_RTE.;.;.;.R_______'· ; 
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twice during meeting. '.' . 

! 

L 
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",<, 

, 'r:' .'~ :,,' . ," . 

t· 
. , 

i'He took the 'time to: s~y.mynf,~,_,,??11-­

·Studentlik~~;~Wh~t,.sbe,hea~§"': 

. durin gCIinl2Dl:§·~l§it jost'EIte ""." 

.' . : ..,.:'::".":.'~< .,:;'!' .' ,;.... ;. ..'.. . " .... 

· By BILL ARCHER. . .' ~Wh~m she cani~ back the Jiext ~ t~,meet the I?res~?en~ 
of the Daily Telegraph Staff . .'. ~ mormn~ she said ber parents .• It was mce, Rdey, 18, the 

W
. ·,.{!ouldn'ttake her on Thursday," . ~aughter of Kenny and Gretta 

ELCH - When the presi-.:c:Moullt View ass'istantprincipal"'J:ijley of Northfork said. "He gave 
den~ came to West Vir~.:c~arbara·SJUithsaid. "Kei~ha' ..•.1:1. good' speech on education. It 

, ginia a couple weeks ago, .. :called :the governor's. officeand:was a ve~good speech." .. 

shaking his hand and hearing him . 'said she,couldn'tget a ride, sO the 'Riley was told. to bring one pre­

call her name was probably about .~overnor.called thecoun~ to a~k ,pared question to ask thepresi· 

the last. thing ?n th~ ~in~ of :ifl could take. her.'; . .:,••:. : dent: Of th~ group of abou,t 160
,! : . •... 

Mount View semor KelSha Riley ..., The unlikely sequence of events students, Riley was the only one . 

But that's what happened~' ..... :: ...... .' continued through the next day. "'from southern West VIrginia. " .. 1 


Mariah Casey.of Gov.· Cecil . Smith, her' son Edmond, 11, and ". "My question'was: Being from a 

· Underwood's office contacted the her mothei", GracieThompson,disadvantagedarea like McDowell, 

Mount View guidance counselor." travelled.With Keisha' to' CI~rlts- ·c.ounty, how caD you help students 

on Tuesday, May 20, to inform· 'burg. "When:we got there,a'man ·.who want to attend college be able 

Riley that she was invited to :said: 'We have no rooms.' I toItI him·togo?" Riley said "I know several 

aHend a Town Meeting with 1 had he;;u'dtb8t before in church." . students who want to go to college, 


. President Bill Clinton at Robert ,C. After some s~g, the group .'but just can't afford it" 
Byrd High'School in Clarksburg found a motel.. After an uneasy'_'_.__.. _._.__~::-~__ 
on Thursday, May 22. night, they w.~nt to the high school '. , Student. A ...'1 

Student.•:~ ·'.' 
Continued from A-1 

The president oDIy had' time to 
field a few questions and Riley's 
wasn't among thent Still, his staff 
told her to give them her pre­
pared question,andhe would' 
take it back to the White House ! 

and answer all of them. . " . " . 
.Altho~gh he co.uldn't get around 
to answering all the questions, he 
took time to visit with all the stu­
dents. "He said 'Hi Keisha' to 
me,", Riley said.·. "1· had a name 
tag an, but just the fact that he 
took the time to say my name and 
say it right - thatmeant a lot." 

A National Merit Scholar" Riley . 
.. ". - " ".!.

plans to study Psychology at ' 
Concord with intentions of spe- . .1' . 

cializing in children's psy~ology.. 



'. , 

And Wbat: aboUt: the LincOln . : 
, . .' , ' High School Show:Cboir which 

Before. we go' la~ our-was forced into tb8barric:ade by, 
selves. with "!G. much ptmse for,' adUlts who n~t onlY surged ,to-, 
~e Clinton VlSlt. we Ulight con-
Sider those for whose benefit the 
presid~t was .qposed to be 
here - the cbUdien, While re­
porters have ~y cUlled out· 
the less-than-pomtive comments 
from onlookers and participants, 

Although there were students' 
from every Harrison County 
school invited to attend the Ben­
ed~m ~irport festivities with 
t!teU' p~clpalst there was no sec­
tion desIgnated f!>r them to stand. 

You would think ,that mature 
adults would have a little respect 
for 0!Jf student population, but 
take mto account the lo-year-old 
girl whose brand new white shoes 
were turned black because she 
was re~tedly steJ?ped on by 
adults w~.ose attention was fo­
cused entirely o,n the president in­
stead of giving just a little heed 

bad to barge in front of her.." 

ward Mr. Clinton'.lrom ':behindi, 
tbem~ but also~ over,the>' 
choir's riser~, nearly. coming ':; 
doWn on,top of me ~ormers!. 'i 

It doesnt sa1'm~ f,r the ~ , 
finement of tI!e' Cltizens"of thi$ 
area when chiIcIr'efi~~ m ,as­

_ there was much left to be de-sence.abus~d by.s~lf~seeklDg
• sired.' . adul~. My' chilci ~a,s,~e~ thosi 

show chOir. memberi .~ho ..w8:S ,.• 
r:o~ed agamst the barricade by 
bae ~ Of the crowd and nearlI 
~~~ ~~,;,Dl8Shed, ~ .of 

To cap it aD off, Mr. Clinton ac­
knowledged the Show choir, but 
chose to s~ 20 or so minutes 
after his address sbakin, hands 
instead of taking a fewmmutes to 
listen, to at least. one number 
from them or the RCB band.·Both . 

to where they were~. .: ., eanu,QI mW!lc pla/.-- 'wtth 
She was lifted up by her granct.;, ·,over~ n!petitionj it .wasa,

father to take a Photograph. but ',much more thaD ~D1zed .os. 

these Jl:OUP5 bad practiced' hard 
in anticipation of Derforming for, 
our na.tion's ~Of4cial. : 

Adults waliing, aD over. 
nd.~entterbl,. the-...a.. ground~CQVe:!$:'lV!tb 

never even got to see Mr clinton~ut lest IfOl.'let my m~ 'I", 
because of adults who felt they::want to thanK those adw. ts (an~,

..' Students). who.~~ved ~.;,"blJ•.. ' . , .... ',.,1.,.,:..· .~..!~.~ 
i 

': 

' , 

" 

;"ASj#eSideiif.lYlei~rii~·ns,=a~;~eof~~e;::!n~: ti 1 
for Life, I woUld like to ,think'all: these lactors ,may relate to .f::,t':n ~?~a~~!r!st~r.:; "heal~'~i', :~j:: ~':i:;':'~'.; ... ': ; . 
to su~rt the PartiIIl-Bii1h Abor- -"the;·,';8~ca~; :,~ ~,tbd~1!19ontibY ! .. 

'1/ CO_.." ,a,.u~ .sceP! on .
ti A t (HR 1122)on c . " f.wouldh8veanoWecfpartial~irth!.

On May 20, Senator Byrd was abortions for aD reason: ":' . .: 
one of 64 senators.w~..\1otecUor ;"'Sena'tor Rockefeller did Dot : 
~e ban .on· . partial-birth abor­
tions. While tlie ban ~, the 
vote ",as three ~oles,~: to 
overcome an antiC1pated~veto by 
President Clinton. .~{~. ,> " 

Th bill bab:s w:.....;.,r'O:-:l.birtb bor. 
tions~ defmed·.:~~rti:ri in

hich the .~' . th 
:bortion ~;va":'~cfeliV~ 
ers a 'li~ human fetus before 

B8niet C. wuires 
• 68 Station St. . . 
'Sbinnston~ W.Va. 26431 
,': ..::' ,.>;.t";, . 

:4 'f'Jlcrivevel't the legal. definition of 

' beal~ as aefined by the U.S. Su­

,preme Court, is "!n the light of aD 

' factors -:.pbYSl~~. emotional, I. 
psychological; famIlia), and the 

killing the .wan.. t.aDdcomple~ are:prl!Darlly perfOl'med OD i . 
the denvery~·.~The bill:1VUI aDow i~~·'infantsof.h~thy, motfi. i 
the ~ure to:~ ~ormed to ers m.the flf~.and SlXth.monthS i 

save the life at the mother, if DO of pregnancy, 'Dot in the third tri· I 

other..·medical·.procedure could .. ~~ter, the'D~schle Amendment I ' 
save her. ··:;-·';':;·';:i:'~-'., . would not have stopped any' of ; 

support the baD 'aD ...:..~..t;.a,irth I 
. . .. .. ~WAI

",~b~rtlo~~~, He ~up~C)rt~d the 
Dase&le ArDen~ent, WbiCbwas 
~a~ptto ~~the,~ to the
thirdtriineStet:· . ,: '1. .. ~/.' ;; .," . 


uti~~~~ Fiof'tzsimmtJle' .exec-
N ~cmal'
Vthw~wr" atiCo­

alition of'Abo~tio~ Pr4)v.id~rs, . 
·.•ted t!tat J)8!tial-birth abortions : 

, President Clinton itales he Will '. these partial4)irth abortioDS. .. 
veto the bill because it does DOt!!"!';':~ ~;,...·,":·G::~'.';.; .:'. 
have an exception to allow the ,:':'ChatlotteS. Sllead,.M.S.W. . 

Fo:me::n:h~n~~~ '=~~i~~Lue 
tbreatened.,......... Weston. W.Va. 26452. ; ..: ... . 
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CIili'tonSpotlight 

Shines on W.Va.


' .. 

. 	 . 

. Harrison County fourth grader Hannah 'Galey' partic­
Ipated In Clinton's presentation' by reading a pas­
sage from the. book "Charlotte's Web." The passage, 
was part· of a test to show the level of reading com- .' 
prehension in fourth graders. ',.1.,. 

By .WAYNE TOWNER 
,Sentinel Reporter ' .. 

CLARKSBURG - West Virginia's ~chools. and Robert C" i 

Byrd High School in particular, were in t,Qe national spotlight 
Thursday as President Bm Clinton visited the. o~e-year-old 
school to hold an Education Town Meeting.··. '. .' . 

Clinton, the first president to visit Clarksburg since Harry 
. Truman in' 1952, spoke to a crowd of 160 parents, students, ' 
teachers, business and community leaders and elected officials at 
t1iehigh school. He also made brief remarks to a crowd of sev­

. 'era! thousanq West Virginians at . 
. 	 Benedum AirPOrt in Bridgeport i 

later in the day before boarding .. /. ' 
Air Force One to leave. , 

, Clinton held the town meeting /; 
.to promote~s call for national 
education standards and tests. He 

haS called on every state to adopth,igh national standards an~ 
tests in fourth grade reading and e_ghth grade math in order to 
make sure that every student masters those basic skills. .' 

The' new tests will be based on the widely used National 
Assessment of Education Progress arid. will measw:e individual 
student performance against widely accepted. staJ¥1ards used by
NAEP. . . . 

In his opening remarks Thursday, Clinton praised the work: of 
·West Virginia's teachers and leaders over the past several years. ' . 

, West Virginia has demonstrated substantial improvement in 
fourth and eighth grade math during the I 990s. The state is tied 
for the third highest state improvement at botll grade levels on 
NAEP, he said., ' .'" ,,' 

Wood County Schools Superintendent Dan Curry said he sup­
ports the idea of national education standards and tests. Curry did ., 
not attend the education town meeting in Clarksburg, but fol- ~ . 

'. ,lowed'press reports',on the eyent. , '. '. '. .." . 
, . Given the fact that more comparisons are being made these 
days comparing the education systems'of the United States and . 
other countries. it is important to have information ,on national 
standards, Curry said. He doesn't believe having national stan... . 

. ;'l!ards would result in'mterferencefrom WaShington in.schqI.lJs.,.;.: 
-·· .. l.would like to know how students in Wood County.are. 
,doing compared to others across the country, but that is difficult· 

. because there is no uniform testing,standard at this time,~' Curry . 
said. ' . 

See CUnton on Page 5. 
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Clinton also said West Virginia Massachusetts and several other - subjects in greater depth and retai, 
is also a leader in the use of tech- states Thursday by signing onto the more because they're in school 
nology in schools. In a program President's national standards and longer each year, he said. "On bal­
started by former governor Gaston testing proposal for fourth grade ance. I think it would be better if we 
Caperton and supported' by Gov.. reading and eighth grade math. had a slightly longer school year,~' 
Cecil Underwood, West Virginia is. Clinton said there was a growing Clinton said.. ··..f 
close to having computers in every national consensus behind his call :The president also supported the 
elementary school in the state. Forty for national testing of math and idea of a national exam to graduatt 
percent of the schools in' West reading skills. But he acknowledged from high school. which might bf 
Virginia are now connected to the ..there are apprehensions' as well. given in the, lIth grade to aJlow 
Internet and the plan js to reach 85 .. Some2are concerned tnat the federal" inore than one chance to pass. "I 
percent this year, Clinton said. .' ':government is trying to take over ':basically believe it would bea good 

Curry commented that technolo~ and set education standards but that thing if you had a standards eXaqI 
gy is playing a larger and larger role is not what he is trying to do, he - not one you have to make a ceJl. : 
in education and schools like Byrd said. . . tain score on, but one you have U, 
are in the forefront of that move- "On another level, it's scary. It's show a certain competence on:to 
ment. . personal. You're afraid. What hap- move to different levels of educa.­

Wood County has a good tech- pens if you take it and you don't do tion;" he said. ' .~ 
nology program but there is more to very well,"· he said. "However,Cliriton also expressed concern 
using technology to improve educa- we're not necessarily trying to iden- over continued cuts in funding f" 
tion than just putting computers in tify the specific score of every stu-. arts and music classes in many 
the classrooms, he said. Newer dent but we want the schools and schools. "There's an alarming 
schools like Byrd have been the classes to see how they're doing decline all over America in the art(; 
designed and built to take full so they can lift, the students up. " and music program. And, I mig~ 
advantage of the use of technology Clinton spent over an hour say,,in the athletic programs, ap 
in education. " . answering questions from educa- from the big-school teams," h 

Wood County has received good tors, officials and students during said. [ 
funding for technology from the the town meeting. In answer to one During CHnto!! 's trips' to and 
state and others over the past sever-' question, Clinton said he supported from the high school, hundreds c:f 
al years but little local money has longer school years., people gathered at roadside on a 
gone for that purpose. That might Extending the school term is a sunny spring afternoon to wave as 
need to change in the future if . "very unpopular" idea, but the the president's limousine rode past. 
Wood County is going to meet the president said the U.S. has the. Twice on the drive to a campaign­
pace set by Byrd and other newer'shortest school year of any· major style airport rally, Ointon had his 
schools, he said. industrialized country except motorcade stop so he. could shake 

During the town meeting, Belgium. hands with supporters who lined the 
Clinton announced that West Students in East. Asia and sidewalks in. Clarksburg and' 
Virginia had joined with Germany, for example, can study Bridgeport. 
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School,he appeased the' 
huffy 
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j .•. Studentof"rs~i!!!~ent~~~~tOW~hi~italit, 

C 
, By JILL %EGEER ·,"~ri1~~i~~~~iifeiime'eve~t f6~'his':a la:tge ~'an i~ as~i't 'who told 

,', ',REGISTER-HERALD REPORTER:schooL iiewspaper; where lie is ,',him how, other Secret Service 
, , , , ' ':sEmior writer, and for a Shirinston ,agen~ slept in camouflage on the 

LARSKBURG ":':In Zach weekly. , , , ' ',' hill behind the school Wednesday 
Stirb'slast six week~ at , He was one o,f about a dozen' night. " " " 

,, , Robert C;Byrd HIgh, RCBHS students selected to help , ,"He told us to call him 'Sir: .., 
prepare the school, for President ',Stirb said. ' , , .. 

White 'House ' Clinton's arrival. His job included, Agents had him practice walk .. 
press corps, took being a runner for ABC News. " :\ing through the pr,esiQent's 
'orders from a ,', The straight-forward senior ',entrance into the gym several, 
Secret, Service 'said t~e 45' White House press ,times., ' , ' ­
agent known, corps members who attended ' He'said agents had sonie diffi- " 

, only as "Sir" and might learn something of West' , culty preparing because of the 
became a father. ' Virginia manners. ,', ' ,,"', gym's layout.',', .', ." -,' ,.<' , 

After th'at" ' Wolf Blitzer, CNN senior corre-But the work was preferable to,{ 
graduation ntay spondent,wllsone of the nicer sitting in ,the auditoriwri for the ' 
be,anti~climac- niE!mbers,he;.aded. ','< .', :,):,:.;:~;,:day and watching:the'meeting on 

, tic, :,' :',: " " , , , , ';A Secret'S~iVice,ageD"t 'gave :~ (;losed-circuit, television, he, 
Stirb captured Thu'rsday's Stirbandhis,feUow volunteers added. ,'., , ' , " , , ' " 

presidential address on video for jobs to do a.:roWidthe school, such ..,stiIb said ifhe had been able to 
Bailey, his 6-week';old son. ,'·,as setting upbleachers.,> " 

~tirb was reporting on the,' :;Stirb said b.e just reIri~mbered' , ' S~5TuDENTon Page 14A 
. .' " ",:-: .,~:. .' " ... ' ... , . ." 	 " . ','

''':y", ". 
, " 

:' !.,' 
< ;':; - .. :','~ '::. 	 . ~, , 

, agafust the meas~e, he said. ' 
" ,Most students had questions,
'prepared. ' , 

," ,',Katie Cook, astucfent at' , , " 
• CONTINU~ FRoM 1A ".' Linsly School in Wheeling, waS 

concerned that social' learning 
'. '. '" ',ask Clinton a question, it would receive equal attention to ~ch-

, '" 	 ~have been about, funding for, nology in school. 
.. scbo!arships. ,A Grafton High School 
~ "He says anybody who wants senior 8ls0 was Concerned over 
,to go to 'college can; but'around 'the growing role of technology, 
"'::here; that's not true," Stirb but was afraid music and arts 

, : said. " , . would be overshadowed., ' 
, Fatherhood meant making::,' _Funding for technological ' 

, :educational sacrifices, and he upgrades and physical buildin,g , 
:.tried tohelpwhe~e he could, he improvements were on the 
"said. ' ' minds of a South' Harrison 

Thi's new role meant' h~ ,High School student and a 
:, would study pre-law at Fair- Lumberport Middle student. ' 
"mont State College instead of ' . Still, some students were. 
West Virginia "University, rather blase about the visit. 

, where he had planned to go~ Three boys interviewed from 
Stirb said most, of, the an .out-of-county high school 'Ii 

RCBHS students wanted to said they had no questions and 
know if Clinton favored year~ -didn't 1,tnow'why they were 
round schooling, a question' selected. 

, , that an adUlt asked durin,g the But' they agreed it was better 
meeting. His cohorts were than another day of school. ..' 



,'" '" .0 
~ ;.- • ~' > i ~(/'. ~ 

Before an invitation-only' audi- ,', :.' " . rA~.~l,:·
enceof 160, Clinton brieflY' out. c.. ·ff-_"····· ~'"'m'ot~on' lined a series of proposals incor- ' Pro ~ porated in the budget Congress . 

currently is debating. The educa- .; 

tion section of the Clinton budget t

of a..genda marked the biggest increase in . :: t 1':~­education spending in a genera­- s,· m.-.·'«. . tion, with a $35 billion package of

tax deductions and credits for col­begm	 ,/I~n
lege tuition an,d extra money for 

ClarksbUrg ...~_seecuNTO~~	__ v..inia to Nevada. ""'"~ !· .,,-_ 
State to Florida, from Maine to Arl- .! 

By SHANNON MARTZ . . litetacy'training, pre-school funding zona. math is the same. The need for I 

The Herald-Dispatch and job training courses. . .' basic reading skills is the same," 
~LARKSBURG ..:.... President It.is the liU'gest increase in higher 'To do that, said Monore Elemen· . 

tilry School parent.Janet Stephens~h~~n used a jewel in West Vir- educr¢on funding since the G.!. BUI 
glDla.s sc~olastic crown Thursday . which assisted veterims returning of Huntington, parents and teachers ". 

must make reading fun. Because to : to sh1Oe.hght on his call for rigor- 1 fromJVorldWar II and subsequent 
be better,readers. Stephens said. stu· .. ous national math and reading. d wm,-s~ attaining their higher edu­ 4ents sirtlply need to read ID{)re.. . .' \ istandards. . '/ cation goals. . 

Clinton endorsed an array of :C?1i~r:on gave a shorter sPeech with >~We need to make it fun, to make II 
them love reading." Stephens said. ' .' . programs and possibilities to' a sUnilar theme at Benedum Airport 

Improve education and make stU-. 1 in. Bridgeport later ThuJ;sday after-" ';Oon't make'it a job or a chore." \ 
".: de~ts competitive 'With their inter- I noon before a crowd ofat least 12,000. ; !:.Tilat's how Stevens' son, Philip, a ! 

na,tionaI peers. ~e discussed every- .. ;·rhe president proposes a little ! ~econd-grader, . and '. daughter," 

thing from funding for computers scunething.for everyone: . . I ~elle, a fifth-grader, got their love 

and software to more funding for:. Jorcollegiutudents and their . of reading. ".. ' . .' . 

pre-sch()()l programs to. lengthen- 'paren~, he offerS taX.credits for the .. ~;/'They love going to the library" 

mg the .School year to help students. first two y'earsof college tuition and ~ ~heir mother said. "It's some place 

m~t hIgher academic standards. ft1rtl1er incentives for subsequent ' ~ey'Can go where they're impOrtant.· 


~ stress the importance of y~aI:s<He. also proposes expanding '. :':When.the question-and-answer, 

natIonal standards because of the •~liegUldehnes for Pell Grants, allow· . period'began, 'Clinton took to a stool 

grea; pr?gress ~ou are making Uijf·upwards of 300,000 more stu- t,Dthe center of the room, swiveling 

here,. Chnton Satd during a town d~i;i~s .nati~n~IlY to be eligible for . left and right to answer questions 

meet10g at Clarksburg's Robert C fiDlinclal aId;;' , . .... ;:, ,(: ...... " from s~te education officials, teach~ 
Byrd High School. "We want to fol: . '~e g6a.(istO;.m'ak~'tWo years of . ers~parents and students. . .' 

:; Clinton said there are two imped­! :a~i::.ur ex~mple for the ~hole . ~~~::'~~::d~IM..~ ~~~.~~ool . iments to implementing national . I . 
"I like to belie~e that o~ chil- .~ Forc~legegraduates. he pro:' §tandards. One is the perception that 


dren are as gifted as any any-' P,f8eS a.Pllm that would alloW them . ~ridards will equate to the federal 

where. Ifwe give them high stan- ~llay baok student loans as a per- . ~vernmeilt commandeering the 

dards, they will. meet them " ~tage of.their income; rather than n:ation's education system. 

. Clinton's visit to prom~te h'" ~~.tfflatrat,e.· '. ;/The other is fear. .' . 

e~u~a~i~n agenda follows We~~', . ':,. For young children, he proposes t'..It's ~ary,"Clinton said. "And 

Vlrgt~la s d*:cisi~n to join N6'ftfH;,;:, tgincrease'runding for Head StaFt· \!Mt happens ifyou take it (the stan-

Garolina, ~aliforDla, Michigan and '. .~. For v,ocational education stu- aardized ~est) and don't do very 
~aryland 10 adopting Goals 2000 ~!Ilts. CliritQnrenewed his commit- ~ell?" . 
hiS proposals for national stan~ I1Jllntto the School to Work 'program. . " dards. . 	 ::"The reason I pushed School To' 

. Clinton condu~ted his Presiden- W.ork ~s beca~ I 'saw too many stu- i . 
tlal Town Hall Meeting under the ~nts 10 V{jC8tioilal education not get- .1 
scoreboard in the gym of th . tibg the~)tills they needed because 
school, a. $22.4 million state- ;. tfieiteduCation was outdated," Clinton 
the-art ~acility funded by'the vot.!-s said: .'"The.division between vocational 
of Harrison. County in a September . equcationand aCademic education in 
1991 bond Issue.' . . the.real world is an artificial one." 

Built on a former strip mine the :~. Forstudents, Clinton called for 
~hool houses the only virtual ;W. 1-.million reading volunteers to help I 

lty computer lab in a state school ensure that every eight-year-old can 

~d 10 ~omputer labs. School offi- r~!d ind~pendently. '. 

Ctals Satd these advances help up (Most Important in the develop· ' 

to 70 percent of graduates go on .ment of national standards is the ~ 

to college.' 	 evaluation of how those standards . 

" are.met," Clinton said. "From West 
, --. ...,"' 

., 
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all over the place' does some of the things Clinton is, .

We had.. ~· '. ':' :' espousing in his education pro-., 
for Clinton visit' 
Continued from A-1 " " . gram' ." ..' '.' .. 
.In Bluefield, some of those who . Th~ preside..it has proposed.By JIM TERRY 

. had been waiting at the arts: and,: . tests in the fourtl\ grade for read- . of the Daily Telegraph staff .... crafts center left before the gov-ing and in the eighth grade for 

BLUEFIELD - Gov. Cecil Un­ ernor arrived. . '.' . math. . . , 


d~rwood, after arriving some 45 . He originally was due at the. Underwoo.d said West Virgmia.· 

. mmutes late for a reception at .center at 4:30 p.m., but arrive~ aJ,ready requires testing at ea<;h. 

the Bluefield Area Arts and . shortly before 6 p.m. .' . .•.. '. d lId th t th stat 
 .. ' 

. ,"I'd like to thank you for wait- gra e eve, an ,a e e·Crafts Center,said he under~ s~mply would substitute the na­
stood "why government costs : ing," he·told·those still there. '~I'm tional tests during the fourth and .' 


: so much." , late here because the president ..'
was late." '. . I . eighth grades. . '. '. r;. .'
The governor, who was in .' 

. 

He said the day was a good one west :Virginia has joined NO,rth..
. Clarksburg ear~er in the day to for West VIrginia.in general and Carolina, Michigan and Maryland welcome PresIdent Clinton to . for education in particular. .' in . adopting President Clinton's:: 

the Mountain, State smd there . . Asked about President Clinton's proposals for national standards ..:w~re about 115 state troopers . push to raise. the national stan- . "We'v~. very proud oJ where. on .duty when the president. dards for education, Gov. Under- . education is in this state," Un­
arrIved. . wood said, "I'm very supportive derwood said, "but' at the same· .. 

"We had people all over.the of it." . .. time, we appreciate.what th~. 
pla~e, there were limousines, He said West Virginia already president is doing.". .polIce.everywhere," the gover­ n • 

. nor said. "I was told that as the 

motorcade went from the' air­

port to the (Robert C~ Byrd) 


.. . school where Clinton spoke, the 
crowds were among the largest' 
the. president everhad when he 
aI!Ived for town meetings like 
thIS one.'" . ," : :',. 
. . Underwood described the 
flme with ~linton as "a great· 
day. AnytIme the president 
comes to your state it,'s agreat'

" .'day.· . 

We had, A-3' 

.. 'We had people 


.,-'; . 
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WJU Computer Linkup'Perfect'T' 

NASA tie to Clinton town meeting clear"step into futur~'1 

By THOMAS JEWELL 
The IntelIigtmcer Staff 

Officials with NASA's Classroom 
Of The Future at Wheeling Jesuit 
University were pleased with Thurs­
day's computer linkup of President 
Chnton's town meetmg in Clarks­
burg. " 

What proved to be a banner day 
could rave the way for future experi­
menta work with the Internet II that 
is being developed. ' 

"It came off perfectly," Dan 
Miller, director of NASAICOTF said 
of Thursday's "stream" broadcast. 
"We were notified just last Thursday, 
and we didn't even have the hard­
ware. So Ii lot of things happened in 
that time." , 

At the event. Clinton made note of 
the technological advances taking 
place in West Virginia. then went on 
to point ounhat his town meeting 

, was being broadcast over the Internet. "Thisdeinonstrates the' resporis~ : 
That was where WJU came in, and the success of the broadcast," , 

having provided the linkup to Miller said. "At the same time,-our' : 
"stream' the audio and video onto computer was only operating at 6 \ 
the World Wide Web.' 'percent of its overall capacity, wbich ' i 

"There were people tuning in shows that we have much greater; : 
from as far away as the Netherlands, capabilities." , ':, I: 
Jap'an" Germany and Denmark," These could very well· come into,', 
Miller said, commending the efforts playas the Internet II IS developed, a I. 
of Nitin Naik, COTF director of sup-project involving NASA and five: 
port services; Don Watson, manager other federal a~encies. It should be ' 
of video production; and Chuck going on linem18months to two~ 
Winshel, computer network manag- 'years. , . 
er. 

To receive transmission, Internet 
users were accessing the "server" at 
WJU's Ceriter for Educational Tech­
no logy. 

Records showed that nearly 3,000 
Internet users tuned into the hour-
long broadcast Thursday, which 
worked out to 95 percent of the sys­
tern's connection capacity, 

"Internet II is going to chan~e the , 
way we do business, because It will , 
operate 1,000 times faster than 

today's T-I business connection';" 


, Miller said. "At the Classroom of the 

Future, we hope to become involved 
i 
in the Internet II experiments, and we 
think that today'sdemonstration ~iIl 
help us to do that by showirfg that w~ 
have the capabilities." ,', ,:' , 

.. ', 

':, J 

. .: 
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Clinton returns'. 
. . ·,to"W.Va. 
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• Clarksburg town' enhanced . presidential Internet. 
. ddr .images. . . "So you're in cyberspace,"

meetmg a ess . As .in past speeches, .Clin- he explained. . '. . . . 
. d ti' " a1 ton touted the state's "But during.the.address,'hehtoue es on e uea on ,advancements in education chuckled that Vice President· 

standards, teChnology during the address at Robert Al Gore and the Clintons' 
C.Byrd High School. ')' _ -.'daughter, Chelsea, ,have 

By JILL ZEGEER ','''West Virginia is ..the .::greater familiarity .with the 
REGISTER-HERAlD REPORTER national leader in. putting Internet.,' " 

'. . .. ' ... ', .. ' . . ... te~hnolog>, in the sc~ools,"., ' :'The meeting was at the 18- .. ' . 
'CLARKSBURG- Technolo~ Clinton sald. .. ",', ." .month-old Robert. C. Bryd ' 

. gy stole the stage Thursday at . Clinton noted the number .High School, which features a 
. President Clinton's first town .. of computers in thestate'svir.tual reality lab among its 
~ meeting in two years, from' Classrooms and that his talk .five'· computer labs. The$22.~ 
achieving an Internet.first to . 'was the first presidential million school was built ona. 
cakes catered with computer- address carried live on the' fOrmer strip mine in a hollow. :; 

" . 

. 
'., 

" 

Donald Molter,. a manager 
for Bell Atlantic's West Vir­ ..- . 
giriia division, smd more than 
four miles of cable and 200 

. . telephone lines were added for 
this one-time event. ,.' . 

Phillip Podesta, owner of 
.. Phillip's Restaurant, Catering 
': and Banquet ,Hall in Clarks­

burg, said.one cake being sent 
back to the White House fea­
tures the images .of Hillary 
and Chelsea Clinton. . . 
.. Podesta, 33, catered the 

. . . .. . 

See CUNTON on Page 14A '. "';; 
. " 
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Currently, eight other states

CLINTON and schools run by the Defense 


Department use these tests. 
~ . State schools Superintendent 

CONTINUED FROM 1A . . Hank Marockie said after the 


. meeting the tests woUldn't be 
event for the 45 White House anymore expensive than cur­
press corps members and' rent tests used statewide. 
included cakes and cookies The state's curriculum 
from Bonnie' Belle's Pastries in already is geared to. these 
Nutter Fort. exams, hea.dded 

The former cook at The '. A sample question from each 
Greenbrier said the 50-year-old test. was projected on, 'a 'screen 
family business created the behind Clinton. . ';;":.:; . 
images by scanning in Clinton He,contrasted th¢ 'percent-' 
family photographs into a com- age of correct .answers. br 
puterized decorating machines. nation and showed that Ameri-

Although technology sur- can children scorecIlowerover- i 

faced frequently in the meet-all than other industria1ized 
ing, educational standard& was countries. . '.\. :.• 
still Clinton's main topic. Robert Kittle, :Harrison ~ 

Clinton has advocated County schools superintendeiit; I 

national reading and math picked out people to 'as~quf:!s:",: 
tests for fourth- and eighth- tions from the 160 selected' to:" 
grade students, which the West attend - a departure from 8Om.a·: 
Virginia Board of Education past town meeting formats .... ",',
voted to use in March. ..' ';. '. I 

Several questions' ech~~d ' ,~as adjusting his leg braCe. 
concerns voiced earlier over the .... :.·Julia Green, White House 
implementation·l&.st ·ye~r's·· spokeswoman, said Clinton 
state Senate Bill 300, or the traded his crutches for the cane 
Schools-to-Work measure. . " . ~laSt week.' . 

Those audience members '. Clinton spoke at Benedum 
asked about funding and the Airport in neighboring Bridge­
future of programs they feaied. .p'ortafter the m~eting and 
might fall by the wayside in the. . returned to the White H~use.. 
rush to implement technology, " Across Clarksbw.:g, th: n~­
such as gifted programs and ber o(':Welcome Clinton SIgIlS 
writing skills. . .'. ., on busmesses alinost equaled ,IEducational leaders 'from . the brigade of fire trucks and .. , 
unions to state school 'board ·law enforcement vehicles that '. l 

members to students, said they converged on the city of about 
. left with positive impressions of' .18,000. . 
the speech. .' . . . Small-town friendliness ran 

The president walked with a ram~ant; The.re was th~ "~ey 
cane following a March acci_;Presld~nt Chnton, ,'v:e .Il tl~t 
'dent where he damaged some .yo~J.r h~o for free sIgn In 

tendons and ligaments in his nelghbonng Nutter Fort.· . 
leg during a fall. : And ano.ther welcome sign 

Clinton paused at one point w~ sandWIched on the Green­ I .
during the question--and- bner's motel and·restaurant i, 

Ianswer period tucked at his marquee between "all-you-can­
I 
I.pants leg .and 'commented he e~t-spag~et!i" and "new effi-

CIency umts. . 
I 
, 
I 

I 
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For West Virginia, a state that 
leads the nation in the use of tech- " 
nology in the classroom, what the' 

, " 

\ , .' ," ,president asks is not out of reach. 
West Virginia already conducts: 


standardized testing at' every grade l 

,level, and participated in. the i ,. 

National Assessment ofEducational , L 


Progress last year, said' Cabell I 

County Assistant'Superintendent I 

Bill Smith., ' " C'" i 


"What it might meaD for us is for 

the federal goverm:il.ent, it would give 


, them a way of gauging how well we're 

doing as a nation," Smith said. "(Now) " 

every state gives different tests." " I 


Still, the idea of standards set at ' 

the national level gives pause to pea- ,I 

pIe like Huntington High School Eng.:J

1ish teacher Rosemary Grant, who" ' 

wonders ifstandards would be better' 

set by states. , ", '" " ;" ,,' ' 


"'Of course; the con of that is you , ' ~e cost of education is getting 
may get back to some ofthe kinds. of so, expensive and you pretty much , 
inequities we've had," Grant saId. ,ntied aoollegedeg'ree to get a j~b," 
"There's no question we need to do a ; Garrett said: "It's seems ,Iilmost, 6ke, 

" better job in education. And I think :' p~~'Dt sOmet'iDiea," -:..<: ,I 
thejob is getting done, we're just now " Garrett 8Jso'8greea.w,ith the pres- ' : ,:' .:.' .<, 
in,the middle of it." ,,:'~i,~1'(,t\ ,'.::':: ',ident's propOs.ill:t.o allow coll~ge ,stu- . . ',. 
' ,Gnintpoints to the oorinty'srecent dents to earn credits for semce, work ' 

efforts in strategic planningaa evi- in the con:ununity or Use sucJ:l~orts .i 

dence ofthat incremental'prpgress, i:"as part oftheir ~rk-studypr<igram,:; , 


"It's more of aproblemkilowing;:::.i,~ure, I think yoogo.to college to;.,:: 

, what they need to know to compeJ;e 
 .:teain moretbaJiwhat's m:your text-,;: , , " 

in' a global economy. Every timeyou books," Garrett said, -I've always ' , 

get a new computer program, in five, 
 heard when'you 'work for your edu­

, years it's obsolete." ,', , ' ,', 
 cation you appreciate ~t more," '. 
",Simpson Elementary School fifth-" " ' 

gtaderJerutifer Brown ofClar~burg 
had a long chat, with the preSIdent, 
about arts education. He told her at 
the federallevelthere were limits to 
wh~t coUld ~done to fund arts edu~ ';1 
cation; , ',"'" " '" ',... .i 

"He said that lots oftimes parents , 

don't suppOrt the ,arts and principals 

see that and so they don't think it's 


, ",1',, important," Brown said.,"Tben they
"see there is more 8~pport for athlet­

ics a.."ld in the process of lifting up 
',: 

athletics; we lose tUndingfor the arts. 
And funding is everything." ".' ' i, 

For students like Huntington High 
School senior Cicely Garrett, who' 
plans to go to Georgetown'University, 
the idea of tax credits to offset the 
cost oftuition is a tremendous he~p. 

, : :;' 

," .. 
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_by visit 

By MARK-TRUBY 
'1beHerakf-Dlspatch . ! Clarksburg as a example i~ 

. improving education and its dedi-CLARKsBURG W. " .Va - Antic-- 1 
ipatiori,wUd rumors and a few cation to a common goa. 
frenzied days of preparation pre- . .Please see VISIT/eA

ceded President Clinton's arrival 
 ..--....~, ­
Thursday to the rolling hills of ". ContInued from SA
northcentral West Virginia. . 

"I hope you are as proud ofthe pe0­· But When the moment finally 
ple ofthis state as I am," Clinton said.~ved. the four-hour presidential 

The president had little to worry VISIt was as smOOth as Air Force . 
about on that note. .One's 12:05 p.m. landing on Bene­

Across Clarksburg and Bridgeport,dum Airport's shalJowrunway. 
people were swept up in Clinton's . The pres.ident; wielding a walk­
visit, from the telephone workers who .mg cane and flashing his best "aw 
rolled out four miles of cable, to the· shucks".grin.• wa'sgreeted with 
students called upon for questions, to · squeals and applawie from the air­
the restaurateur who made pepper-port '!Owd'before he was whisked 


offJ>ymotorcade. 7:' . 
 -~. 

·••. MinuteSlatei;·he arrived at oni rolls for the president's motorcade. 
Robert. (LByrd High School, a They dressed the area in stars and . i 

stripes, bunting. and banners, signs !DOd~rn beauty from the designers I
and posters. .. '. . . of the. new Cabell Midland and ! 

Hu~t,ington high schools. The visit was marred only by the . ! 

arrest of a Clarksburg man· who .'If.was a bljefVjsit for the crowd 
allegedly called 911 and threatenedwhiCh' gathered at Benedum Air­
the pl-esident. .:;, ! Iport unde~ Thursday's brilliant 

Crowds lined the motorcade's route ' Iblue sky, but it was also a signal 
from the airport to Byrd High and '. rthat better days are ahead for 
back again. Clinton, succumbing to I I.Clarksburg, residents sald:--, his weU-known love of mingling. with i i 

. ~ursday marked Clinton's sixth common people, ordered an unsched- . 
VISit to West Virginia sinCe' 1992 uled stop in front of the Mountaineer I
and his fourth since. he became Mart outside Clarksburg. 
president. Clinton visited Hunt. He spent the next few minutes con· 

mgton last August to kiCk off his ductinga hand-shaking, baby·kissing 

five:day train trip to the Democ­ ------------_.,:-----;.' j 

ratic National Convention in tour de force thatleft the crowd giddy. adults and 40 students., . ....... ,.

Chicago. . .... "I can't believe. the president To illustrate the type of question a . 

"This is an unbelievable boost stopped his motorcade in front of my student might encounter on a reaik 

for this area," said James Sinclair house,~ Wayne Gibson said. "I shook ingstandards test, Clfuton.caIIed ut:&il: 

of Clarksburg. "We needed some- . hands with him and thanked him for ·lO-year-old Hannah .GaleY to react"';;" , 

thing like this to take pride in." all he had done." . ' .short passage from E.B. White~s,. ; 


In 1987, the Anchor Hocking Such gestures seem to be as nat· "Charlotte's Web" that had been pPO:" I 

glassware plant closed putting ural for Clinton as expounding on pol- . 'jected. onto a large screen. '. ·~::;i 

hundreds out ofwork. &on after . icy matters.'. . .' ... ' ... ' Galey came through flawlessIY"'. __j 

The Wall Street Journal wrote ~ "Hi, beautiful baby'" Clinton said, Clinton gave a thumbs.up s~it 

story chronicling the demise of this shaking the tinyhand of 3-month-old while she. read. As she finished"Ae, 

"hardscrabble river tOWn" at the Christian Taylor Munnelee during an laughed and said, "That's wonderftil~ 

hands of foreign competition. unscheduled stop in Bridgeport. That's great. You are great.";~·:·~ 


Last Oct. 11, all three nuvOt-net­ At the Presidential Town Hall Meet- Mary Helen Shields, an 1S-year-Dld; 
works began their news programs . ing in the cOnverted Byrd High gym, . senior at Byrd High, introduced C~:' 
with the arrest of seven members Clinton seemed at ease leading a lively ton, telling the audience, "This is ~, 
of the Mountaineer Militia. All give and take with the crowd of 120 most exciting moment of my life."" I'· 
were acCused of plotting to blow 
up, th~ $2~ million FBI finger. . 
prmt Identtfication complex in 
Clarksburg. . . 

On Thursday, Clinton held up 

I, 
I 

http:thumbs.up
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When ll-year~ld Jenimer BrOWn s~upyes~~:iffh~ .. 
education forum, she didn't know.what to ~t. ,She was just 

.' abOutto pose a questiorito the' p~dent ofJ~e~nited·States. 
'. 'Her concern was over cuts in funding for mUSlcand drama 

classes. And she wanted to know where Bill Clinton stood on 
the issue. Tbepresident looked her directly in .the eye and said 
he, too, was alanned by the decline in funding for the·arts and 
music in the nation's sChools. 'He said it was a serious mistake . 

·to inakesuch drastic cuts. '::~: .. ,' ~.' " " . ' , , 
· . ' . After the event, Jennifer was elated. "I didn't expect him, 
to talk directly to me like that.! wa~ wondering if he was going 

,to support what I was saying." , .... '. ' . ". ' . 
. ' Jennifer has adefinite dream. She wants to one day end 

. up on Broadway~She wants to act, s~g and daitce~ And she 
feels cuts in education funding for the arts can be an imped­
i1nent.' "~. " ,~~ ..~,.:.:.~.. ", . 

Wbenthe forum was over tbe presidenlcame:overand 
talked with the students at length~ HetoldJemiifer that it's up 
to the parents to,show an interest in the arts and to press local 
school boards to provide adequate funding.. :", .. ,:,'." . . .' 

'.Jen:riifer came away from this experi,ence quite impressed. , . 
"He was'a ni~ guy. Very warm. He cared about what I thought... 

. ' ,Bill:CJjnton impressed a lot of people on Thursday. He . 
.·moved easily about the gymnasium, despite his fragile knee. :1' 

He answered a wide range of questions - rehearsed to a certain ;' 
extent, to be sure-. from.exte,ndingthe schoolyear ("On the Ii 
balance, it's a good thing to do.It) to tax credits for cOllege tuition' ". . 
("Our~oal is to niake th~ flrsttW,oy~ofcolleg~as common, :,1' 
as a high school education.") 1. .' . " . • .':".": ..' .' 

. It was a ~ellprepared program complete with .ru.Jl-color .i 

. graphics and a math lesson' from the president (you had to fIg- .: 
ure out bow many mileS a car could' travel on a full tank of gas). ': •. 
The forum was a slickly produced show for television,.but it : 
was more than just a "dog and pony show" as former state GOP ,i 
chairman John Raesecalled it.,:" ,';., . ,::.:. "~"i 

'. "We do.. not feel the'entire': education system should be/I 
changed, except for tweaking , it a little, bit and getting back "~! 
tobasics in:education," said"Raese., '.. ,' .• :,/.' .,,' .'" '1 
· ,l'hat's whCit the president' spent 90 minutes talking about. . 
He wants to make sur,efoUrth graders ~ow hoW.to read and ' 

eighth gl"Cldersare Proficient in math~ He $8ysstudents should. " 

spend more time. in class and be tested in the eleventh grade"!'. 

to see if they can pass high school. If that's not getting baCk 
 , .. ' 

to basics, what is? ';' .. ". :' . . ,. 
Here was the preSident; mClarksburg,pm,siilg our schools, 

encouraging QUI' st\IdentS 8lld saluting qyr:jeach~.tQr.J~elping 
, to make West Virginia a leader in education. And suggesting 
ways thatwe can do even better. Some dog and pony show. 

. As for Jennifer Brown, she may still be contemplating this 

morning whether or not to wash her hand -the one that shook' 

.thepresiderit's hand. She left Robert C. BYrd High School yes­

terday feeling that she has a president who listens to what she' 


. has to say. ...... ,. . '. . . . '.... " . 

. James Logue.· 

",':;" 

A ......., 

" '\ 



. .~ , '.

But many. 

questions 

unanswered 

---------- ".
by Gail Marsh 
STAFF WRrrER 

The students who were per- . . 

mitted to ask President Clinton 


, questions during the town hall 
meeting were obviously well 
prepared. . 

Jennif­
er Brown, 
11, a fifth­
grader at 
Simpson 
Elementa- : 
ry School, 

· voiced her 
concern to 
thepresi- ' 
dent about 
the loss in ..

Brown··· ..gor ... 
· the arts. Clinton agreed there . 

had· been an alarming decline . . ;, ,; '. ;i":c,,';J~';:\ ~ :",:'. : ;.~.~.:.b:rStet.~.tvayneRotscb
in support for the ,arts and, he :. ,President, Clinton spends· a ··mbment With Jenriifer Brown •. who bad 
hoped to see' this :reversed.· earlier ques.tioned·'him onrunding' forth~ "rts. . ,":'.. ' 

fundin f ' 

While shaking. hands after: the .:. . " .' :' ': .. '.! ': > .. ,. . . ...,;, '.',: i: ::..':'~. '. :"':. ; ,:.: ".: ....:::' 

. meeting, the president spent a '... ;. ... 

few minutes . face-to-face . with '-He said he doesn't i believe'.' 
Jennifer to reiterate his stand. 'parents support the arts eno~ 

'"What he said to me is that· ' . and he says that's not really m ' 
schools· often take . their' cues his control, but he promised·to 
from the parents and what pro­ do all that he can to influence 
grams they support," Brown that. It's been·an honor to talk ' 
said. "If parents are strong sup- , with him," she said. ..' , ' 

· porters of sports, then in the . Carol McDonald, a fourth­
process of lifting up the athletic grader from Lost Creek. 
department, funding for the arts Elementary·· School, said "his 
often drops off." , talk was nice but he didn't get ' 

When asked if she was satis­ .. , to some of 'the things I wanted ... 
fied with . the . answer she . to talk about: -He talked about· 
received, Miss Brown had noth­ expanding the Head ,Startpr~ 
ing but praise for Clinton. gram and that's'good, but he 
, "Yes, he gave me a satisfac­ didn't touch on a plan for safe 

tory answer. I can't begin to and drug-free schools,· she said. .. 
explain what this has meant to "Although, we kind of already 
me, to shake hands and, talk have toat in this area,It the stu­
with the president of the United dent said. 
States," the very elated fifth- Kristen Moore, a sophomore 

,grader said. .from Bridgeport High School, 

: ' I, •• '. i ~ ~ .. :,j; !.,:. .• ,'. , ' 

and :a: straight-A student, felt 
,: . Clinton's, ·.education' platform 
iaddr~ed one ,of. ,the country's· 

~ . most important iSsues,. ~the 
I 
I 

f~~e:!~~fi;~~~ting:'He '., . 
i 
, 

• ~ddressed 'many. ',important • 
iSSues looking at education," She 
. said. "Kids are the future arid if 
theyaon't get proper'education" . 
I agree with.him that the coun­
try will decline~" • ~. .. . 

~. Olivia Hill· of ... Washington 
IrVing Middle ~ool, also an A' 

student, w8sone of many stu- . ' 

dents who would have liked to 

have'addrei'.ed,the president. 
. ',-HeaIlSV' :red questions well, .' 

but'l.wish ....tudents could have 
. asked'more questions. 

', 
See STUDENTS,.At$ .. ...;.... -'-" ­

.,I 
, , 

I' 

I 
, 

http:STUDENTS,.At


.: ~ ~ " 

. .... .
"',. .... 

, " 

"f' 

" : ~\ .• j,,,',:..,' ;, ""') 

/' 

' 'nkehaving~cm1v~tiori'aboutSTUDENTS ,'important issues with someone 
, ' (Continued from PageA,J.) ., ,you've','known f~r a long time. 

: Also, I thought It,would all be 
, ' ',"He sPoke about renewing " ,kind of snooty, but he was really 
. Americanvalues'in the school..,personable and friendl,. If I had " 
, :'.1 would have asked ",bim 'what.; ,,!gott,en to ask a questioJ), !was, 'j"

basis would be used ,to imple- '," going to ask what wasgomg to, " . 
ment those values. Also, he said . ,be done to aid students not pr()'- ,I 
dedicated and talented teachers r:fici~t in English,. such as those " 

"were needed in each classroom. . havmg trouble With grammar, ! 
.. How would the . teachers, be I' spelling, etc.a ;. ../

.' assessed? What improvements , ' ',. , 
would be made·for their teacA~','\'" ' ". 
er's requirements?" she asked. '." ' " 

'Many questions remained 
"unasked and unansw~~ed. . : 
'Deizune Mosby,; a senior af . i 

...Morgantown, High School"was'!: 
"impressed with the casual., 
~ atmosphere of the town meet,,:, . 

,,' ,. :,:'-;ing, but she left wanting to hear 
! '.' 

'~more. 

"I thought it was great and 

I was really impressed with the 


. format It wasn't formal, it was 


., " 

I'·" 

,'. " 
,';" 

t' 
, "J 

'.' . ;'.' . "', 

, 
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' t'z"v'e, au'dz'enc'~' , .", The ,two states' JOin, I' IJ.. _'h"..,r :'""";:0t'Atten Mary!and,MichiganandNorth" "~~"~'~ , '", ,I: ~"""::',."'".~
, 'Carolma 'as ones committed' to 

privy to president~' ,',',' ~:e~~~~~~t '~ , ,- "J 

education stance. ", . ,fOI'he performance standar~ , ' ''''''-::,:2/ 'i",:/:-:' , 
,and testing programs were ~ J "tJ j I!Iamong many topics the presi- ' .. 1 f 

byJeff Toqutnto . d«:nt CQvereddunng the near 90- "", .",,: " 
STAFF WRITER , ' trunute long forum on Thursday. ,,." ", "I{,', "I, , 

With a smile on his face and ,~,'. ' W~st Virginia University , Chn~on, however, ,talked 
a cane at his side, President Bill ,PresIdent David, Hardesty ab~ut lSsues' other 'than' the 
Clinton brought his national : asked the president the difficul- natioDal ed~cation standards. In 

I 

i, 
education campaign to Harrison '" ties in adopting the new stan- fact, he hinted at favoring a 'I 
Cc?unty and Robert C. Byrd \', dard!>. HardestY. said it would l~nger school year and even 
High School on Thursday. I ~,' re9ulre "changmg a lot of high school competency tests. 

Walking with grace in defi- ' 'thmgs" and wondered what, When asked by a member of i 
ance of a bum knee; the pres i- , roadblocks might be encoun- the audience about making the :1 
dent received a boisterous' . teredo ' ye~ longer, Clinton said the 
ovation. Clinton, sporting a gray : ,"T~er~ a~e only two bar~ ,Umted States, with the excep­
suit, yellow tie and ,down-to- ners, 8ald Clinton. "One is polit- tion of Belgium, has the shortest 
earth demeanor, was at-ease' ical and one is personal." ~~l year of any major indus­
with the throng of people situ~ . The personal.matter, said trialized country He co ded' I a~ inside of the school's gym- Clm~n, rests solely with being 'that the notion w~uld be ~~e"un- ' 
naslum. ' . afr81dof how the tests will come . popular" one. . , " " 

Not long' after' ,Robert C.' out. " " , ". "On balance 1 think 'tuld 

B>:rd stuqentMary Helen .:."U's scary. It's personal. be better if w~ had ~/sn;~t1y

ShIelds formally welcomed the' You're afraId," Clinton said. . lo~ger. school year," Clinton 

presi~enUoWestVirginia and; ,"What happens if you take it and saId. ' '. 

her high school,' the Presidenr~~ you don't do very well." " ,


. welcomed the Mountain State:' ' The political one, he said . On the, subject of a compe­
into the;fold of states sponsoring! rests with fears that Goals 2000 ~ncy' test for high school. stu­
rigor~m.ath and reading test- will nationalize education. ' ' ,dents, Clin ton gave an 

mg. "'." ;':' '. ..., ' The bulk of the resistance end 0 r ~ erne n t. He. a Iso i 

In' inS iniilid statements at ' comes from conservatives. ' emphasized the test wouldn't be ,i,

'f.!te tQwn. h81l meeting on educa- Many feel thatit takes educatio- 'a 'one-shot deal..,,' 'II . 

. tion, Clinton', announced' that nal decisions away from the "I basically believe it would ;', 

Governor Cecil Underwood had schools and parents. ,,',' be a good thing if youhad a ~ 

committed to national education' "I think people say 'I don't standards exam, - not one you I 


standards and testing set up in' want the federal government have to make a certain score 

his Goals. 2000 plan. By the . telling we what to do,... said Clin- on, b~t one you have to show a . 


ton. "That's not what this is ,~- cer~m competence on to move • .. -'-~- ..,.---- ­ about. to different levels of education" : ,(Continued from Page A1J 
... '~We have to do this for the said Clinton. " ... ~ I think w~ 

spring of 1999, all fourth graders 
~ be tested in reading and all ;=~~r~~~~~e:;:~~~ I. ;~~l~e:;b~;ta~~:~e:~~ :~~ 
eIghth-graders in math under standards." . I • chance to pass." . . I 
the format. Clinton had words of praise Clinton,·who emphasized the !

"From West Virginia· to --,---, . -_... ,_.i . need for technology in the class- I 

Neva~, from Washington State 
 for West Virginia's teachers and . room and avenues available on .:.to Flonda, from Maine to Ari­ administrative personnel for its the Internet, said there were zona, math is the same. The I 

"aggressiveness in .equipping potent~al problems with vulgar : . need for basic reading skills is elementary schools WIth compu-' ~aterlal on the information Ithe same," Clinton saId. ters" and other areas of pro- highway. He . suggested new'! .Along with West Virginia, gress. But, he said West . screenmg procedures·· could i .- Clmton told those in the audi­ Virginia went one step further. ~elp? but he feels the Internet! ence that Massachusetts' gover­ "You also are showing that 18 still necessary. !nor has also agreed to his 
you can raise standards," Clin- "Not having. the Int~rnet in , • voluntary performance stan­

, ton said. the classroom would be a big· I.• dardsand testing progra~.. -. problem,~ the J;>resident said _: 
Followin~ his meeting,~- ;' '.- --:. 

!-On talked ~lth representatives' 
m. the audience for nearly 20! 
mmutes: He followed his depar-i . .'.. 

. ture WIth a. brief visit to!' 
R~HS's auditorium to meet' . 
WIth the rest of the school's stu_I 
dent body. . .. ,I 

~ ~ . . , 



" .. ' 

,', :' 

Army sharesgo~~ i.or ... 

AI~1.erica's 'young pe~ple 


President Clinton spoke in, C. McCarthy, commander'of the 

ClarksbUrg Thursday conc~g Army's ,Pittsburgh Recruiting 

his Call to Action for Amencan Battalion which includes recruit- . 

EduCation. His efforts to enhance , ing stations in Bridgeport, and ' 

education in America are not ' several other northern West Vir­
solely. coruined to the civilian ginia cities. "And with college • 

world. 'In his capacity as' Com- expenses continually escalating, 

mander in Chief of our military we're glad to be able to keep with 

forces, Clinton is helping many rising costs... . . " ' 

yoUng people advance their edu-: " i' 

cations. . .,' " ',i 

• This sprin"the Army ; 

increased educational benefits in ' 

three of its premier programs .;.. I' 

the Army Coll~e Fund the Mont- I 

gomery G.I. Bill and the College,

Loan Repayment Program. ' . ;' 


"These programs were great

opportunities for young people
,interested'in higher'. education 
. even before the recent mcreaseS," ,.' 

, said Lieutenant Colonel Thomas 

" ' 

.,,' " 

• 1;
,.' , 

,.: . 

""',' 

"J 
" , 
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".' .. ' .~i'Clinton 

- '., • ___ . .'.-.>0 

. friends, f~es f1 /1··
·,1 t ' Preszuen 
, ' 

S 

I ,1own t th
UI ~ o-ear 

, : " 

UI,1emean'or 
. • all11reczated

'1'1' ' , 
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b::-Y~J:-e:::ff-=T:-o-qum-:-'·-00-----­
,STAFF WRITER 

With a smile on hisface and 
a~e at his side"President Bill 
Clmton brought his national 
education campaign to Harrison 
C~unty and Robert C. Byrd
High Sc~ool 0!l Thursday. 

. Walkmg wIth grace in defi­
ance of a ~um knee, the presi­
dent receIved a boisterous 
ov~tion. Clinton, sporting a gray 
SUIt, 'yellow ,tie and down-to-

Clinton told those in the audi­
ence that Massachusetts' gover­
nor has also agreed to the 

voluntary performance stan­
dards and testing progra~.. 

The two states lOlD 

MarYland, Michigan an~ North
Carolina as ones commItted to . 
the Clinton plan. Schools run by 
the ~fense Department are 
also m the fold.·. ' 

The performance standards 
and testing progra~ were 
among numerouS top~cs the 
president covered durmg the 
nearly go.minute foru~. . 

West Virginia Umy~~slty 
...._-_.._-"" 


(ContInued from Page A:J.} 


.presidenfDavid Hardesty
' asked the president about diffl­
,culties in adopting the new stan;. 

, .datds. Hardesty: said it would 
·.require "changing a lot of 
,things" and. ~ondered what 
. roadblocks mIght be encoun­

e~rth demeanor, was at ease "~teredo ": 
WIth the crowdofpeopleinside"- "There are only two bar-
the school's gymnasium. ' 

. Not 10l1g after Robert C. 
B~rd student· "Mary, . Helen 

. ,ShIe~ds formally welcomed the 
•cresI~ent to West Virginia and, 

er hIgh school, the president· 
yvelcorned the . Mountain State 
~to the fold of states sponsoring 
!'1gorous math aJld reading test- ' 
mg.. . ,', .. ,', '-In his initial statements at 
the town hall meeting on educa-I tion, Clipton . announced. that 
Gov. Cecil UnderwOod has'com­
mitted to national,. education 
standards and testing set up in 
Cfu?ton's Goals 2000 plan. By the 
~rmgof:l999,.all fourth-graders
~l be tested m reading and all 
eighth-graders in math. 

-From West Virginia to 
Nevada, from Washington State 
to Florida, from Maine to Ari­
zona, math is the same. The 
need for basic readin~ skills is 
the same," Clinton said. 

riers," said Clinton. "One is polit­
';ical and one is personal." 
-~~ The personal one, said Clin­
ton, rests solely wi~ being 
,afraid of how the tests will come 
out. 

"It's scary. It's personal. 
You're afraid," Clinton said. 
"What happens if you take it and 
you don't do very well."· 

," The political one, he said, 
tests with fears that Goals 2000 
will nationalize education. Most 
of the resistance comes from 
conservatives. Many feel the 
plan takes educational decisions 
away from schools and parents. 
. MI think people say, 'I don't 
want the federal government 
telling we what to do,'" said Clin­
ton. "That's not what this is 

,about. \ 

' 


"We have to do this for the: 
whole nation ... not federal.gov-I 
emment standards, but national i 
standards." . I 
. Clinton had words of praIse: 
. for West Virginia's teachers and! 

administrative personnel, f~r\ 
the state's "aggressiveness m: 
equipping elementary sch~l~ 
WIth computers" and for l~ 
,other areas of progress. But h~ 
said West Virginia has gone one 
:step further. ' I 
.' "You also are showing that 
;youcan raise standards," h~ 
'said. b
:. Clinton alSo talked a oU,t

i 

I 

' 

, 

. .:. 
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"" PRESIDENTIAL WE~OME.:,<:j. 

" "' "" " , " '.:" 'StrufPli~~byStevmj"wayneRotscb: 

before the start of Clinton's town hall ~eet..ngon ed~eatlon ~ the RCB~S,,~~, "," ",' " :>: ""
Rob~rt ,C. Byrd 'High Seh~1 student M~ry I!eien Shields ~el~om~.pre~idenili~ CUntoD'~ he~;sehool:,~ , 

other issues. He hinted a1 favor­
ing a longer school year and 
even high school competency 
tests. ' , , , 

When asked by a member 
of the audience about making 
the school year longer, Clinton 
'said the United States, with the 
exception of Belgium, has the"' 
shortest school year of any 
major, industrialized country. 
He conceded that the notion 
would be an "unpopular", one. 

.". ,., ., 
' ,,"On balance, 1 think it 
would be better if we ,had a 

'slightly longer, school year, n 

"Clinton said. """ ",' 
" On the subject of a compe­
tency teSt for high school stu~ 
dents Clinton "gave an,
endo~semenL" He also 

, 'emphasized'the tes~ wouldn't be 
a one-shot deal. '" 

" "I basically believe it would 
be a good thmg if you had a 
standards, exam - not one you 

" 
, 

"' visit to RCBHS's auditorIum to 
", meet "with -.tbe""rest ,of. :the,. 

school's students. 

have to'~make a certam· score 
'on but one you have to show a 
'ce~tain competence on to move 

to differentlevels of edu?tion,.' 
said Clinton. l.think we'to ••• 

"would have to start it early and 
give everybody mOJ:"e than one 
chance to pass,nc_~~' ' .. ", 

, Cl.ii1ton, while'empha~Izmg
"the need for te~hnology m ~e 

classroom and avenue~ avail­
able on the Internet, saId there 
are potent!al probleJ?s with ~_ 
gar material on the information 
highway. He suggested that new 
screenmg procedures could 
help, but. said he feels ~e Inter­
net isstilln~essary. . . 
, "Not having the Internet ~n 

, "the classroom wo~ld, be a. bIg 
problem/' the p'reslde~t saId: 
, Follo~ his'meeting, 9lin" ,
ton:talked WIth representatIves 
in the audience for nearly ,20 
minutes. He then made ~ brlef 



Area tur.nQutgreat 

for visiting· president 


. .' "'~ ...'~r:::~ ""',".l'_"~:¥'·:':"-~", .. ......:...~~-.,'-- .•·;....,,·.1._. . , , 

Today'we honor the Harrison County residents who turned.. 
out in huge numbers to greet President Bill Clinton Thursday 
following his 12:06 p.m. arrival at Benedum Airport in Bridge­
port"" . ~"., .' ..' 

· Although it has not occurred for half a century, the residents . i 

of Clarksburg and north central West Virginia who converged' 
'on the "Jewel of the Hills· to catch a glimpse of the chl,ef exec­
utive demonstrated to their president that they knew how to 
behave during this historic occasion. 

Amaximum number of people were on hand at the airport 
for his nearly 26-minute-late arrival at Benedum. 

With little delay, the ml)torcade carrying the president and 
his entourrage wended its way along Route.50 and, upon reach­
ing its interchange with Joyce Street where it turned southward, 
'another. large group Of people showed up to greet President Clin­

ton, who smiled and waved to many who had never seen an 


· incumbent president before. . . . . .' . 
Throngs crowded the sidewalks on Buckhannon Avenue as 

· the motorcade proceeded toward Buckhannon Pike'and on to .•. 
the Route 98 intersection in Nutter Fort; where.even more anx­

, : 
ious Harrison Countians were waiting for their perhaps once-

in-a.:lifetime opportunity..... . .. ,.' ,', 


Clinton reached' his destination, the virtually, new Robert . 

C. Byrd High School. The 160 individuals selected to be present 
for the town hall meeting on education were already assembled 
in the gymnasium and ready to hear his comments on his rec­

· ommended standards of education for .entering the 21st century. 
. . Harrison County Superintendent of Schools Robert E.Kittle 

opened the town meeting by introducing Governor Cecil Under­
:wood and his wife, former Governor Gastl)n Caperton and a 
number of other dignitaries who were in attendance. Kittle was 
present for the school event despite the fact that his mother. 
passed away earlier this week. . " 

He then introduced Mary Helen Shields, a senior at RCBHS . 

who was recently chosen "Miss Eagle" by her fellow stUdents. 

Miss Shields then was given the honor of introducing President 

Clinton. A better job of doing this could not have been done for 

the occasion by a $easoned orator. . 


Absent from the gathering were members of the congres­

sional delegation from the Mountain State, who remained in 

Washington Thursday for a crucial vote on the balanced budget. . 


Following Clinton's cOlnmentS, response in the form of ques­

tions from the audience reflected the intelligence of students, 

educators and public officials alike. 


. .' 
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. And;we hail the president for his ma~ery at explaining his· j
various 'goals for briJigingAmerican educationalstaJidards up '. : . 

0Jif 
to the levels he is recommendirig.:,{ , '. .' '" 

. . The' motorcade:s trip back to Benedwn Airport demon';' .' 
. :strated no less enthusillsnifor the city's famous visi~r with',. 

the highways and streets stilllineq with indiViduals who siinply .' 
wanted to wave to and perhaps be recognized by it sitting pres­
ident.· " . ".., :,;:';:: 

CroWds .back at Benedum Airport had not thinned.out'uPon' 
tbeprocession's retQrn to the airPort, where the president deliv- " 

. 

ered brief. remarks' to the many who had been gathered for 
hours. . ...• '.:.e,: ;.,,' ..', ...... ,«, 

Throughout the day"many of those unable 19 physically 
show up for Clinton's ~t viewed the townhaU meeting on West: 
Virginia Public Broadcasting and local television stations. .',;, 

Thursday's events have earned a special place in the history: :, : 
of.Clarksburg, and.all those people who made them a success '_. 
are to be commepded. . . , ' ; 
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,Thousands'" ". 

waith~urs . 

for, glimpse 

.ofpresident 


"' , . 

by Troy Graham 
STAFF WRI1ER ' 

The scene was', set on the 

ground at Benedum Airport 

, Limosines, vans, police and 

Secret Service' agents littered 
the tarmac. An 'enormous 
American f1a~ was displayed 

"# along with stps from area 
sch£lOls welcommg the president 
to ClarksbUrg. The poc:ti~ With 
the charaCteristic presidential 
emblem waited to broadcast 
Clinton's words. 

In the Benedum terminal, 
The Galley restaurant was 
packed with on-lookers, hoping 
to catch a glimpse of the, 
nation's leader, and behind the 

. closed doors of the RCI Aviation 
hangar stood thousands of peo. 
pIe who would wait over three 
hours to hear the president
speak. . . 

. The first piane ianded and· 
the national media got off and 
began setting up. Another plane 
landed and White House staff 
members walked across the 
runway. ... ". 

Fmally, justHafter noon, it 
appeared on the horizon. The 
man all of northcentral West 
Virgiilia had been waiting for 
was about to land in Harrison' , 
County., " 

Television and newspaper 
media from, around the state 

, scrambled to ~et the first shot 
of'President Clinton as his plane 
circled the runway ~d came to' 

rest just behind 'the Benedum 
termmal.·· ",: .' .. 

A reception line of state dig­
nitaries, led' by Governor 
,Underwood and his wife, Hovah, 
lined up to greeUh.epresident.

At last, after a week's worth 
of anticipation, President Clin­
ton, 'cane' in hand,gingerly 
descended'the stairs· from the 
plane. ' '. ..::-., ,_:!"'" 

The president was followed 
,off the plane by na~onalEd~ca- , 

tion ,Secretary Richard. Riley 

. and former Governor~.Gaston 
. Caperton, and was greeted by 
Senate President Earl Ray
Tomblin, Speaker of the House 
of. Delegates Bob Kiss,Trea­
surer John Perdue, Secretary " 
of State Ken Hechler, Bridge­
port Mayor Carl Furbee and' 
others. ". '. ' 

. :MI.twas exciting to meet the 
preSident and shake his hand .. 
Fur~ee .said.' ~He seems to ~ 
movmg pretty well on his bad 
leg: " , 

'However,just a~ qUickly as 
th~ county caught its first 
:glinlpseof Pre.sident ClintoJ;1, he 
was g9ne, whiske<i away in an 
enorm,oUs 33:-vehlCle caravan 
that carried:him' to Robert C ' 
Byrd High SchooL' , " . 
, Was the. area's first enc~un· 
ter with the president a' let­
down? Not really, accordirig to ' 
Jason .Brown, a Simpson: 
Elementary fourth grader' 
selected ~ report on the event 
for the DIsney web site. ' 
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by Gail Marsh " 
SF AFF WRlTE.R , ,,',' 

' , 'The main 'show may hav,e
'been in the gymnasium, but a 

sideshow in ,the, long hallwa'y' 

also garnered a great deal of ,

attention. " .::,'.: t' ',.:' ,',. ._ ,,' :~, I 

,
, Visitors' to President Coo:' 

, , 


,ton's town hall meeting at Rob- : 

err C. : Byrd High School 

'Thursday aftenioon were asked 


, to ,enter a side door, ,walk 
through a metal detector in tlfe 

:hallway and take a left into the 

meeting pla'ce.One couldn't helP" 
 '<, : 

, 'but notice the ab~darit displ~,~! ' 

of food overflowing the ,tabl~,:." 

,; , 


along the narrow a,ea,set g» I 

by a local.catei'er for the WhiJ~ 


, 	 House travelIing presS coi-ps;' 
~ Philip Podesta, 'owner,::~ 


Philip's Restaurllnf and CateJ;: 

ing in Glen E;lk, said he ,w~s 


, approached-by aWashingtqh ,; 

,advance, team earlier, in' the 

,w~ek." :~-,,::}~:~:(,' ',., :::;;t:,~:f:~,..,,' 

, 'Podesta pUlled :ouL~U,the' 

stops for the president, down to ' 

the gigantic floral centerpiece ' 

surrounded by severa.ltypesol , ' 

fruits and his signatUiechoc«r 

late-dipped strawbeiTi~. Three 


" 	pasta dishes, salmo~, ,Shrimp 
and roast Deef hors'q'oeuvres, 
five kindS ofcheeseS, pizzas, six , 
'vegetables, five ,pIckled 'ite~s 

, and a m~titude ,:9f desserq; " 
grac¢ the lIDlll~c1llate f:ables" " 

'" 

I, 

Five staffers.,.,ere'on handt9 

. assist ,with' serVing the more 

than SO Wa$iDgion,presS 'mem: 

hers. Itwas apwent they Were 

well pleased~' :,." ,~ 


, " , ,"We' h3ven't had food thi~ 
, good iii more than five years~" 

,one staffer 'Said. ,"We all give the 
food"twriCorks up,~' he said. 
, Podesta was ,also pleased 

, with the display: " ' , " 

':',' 
. . '~', 

'" 

" ' 

, '" 
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.rirJ/'i1! A-
President earns kudos from .students @)


I '. 

by Gail Marsh 
STAFF WRITER 

The stUdents who were per- : 
mitted to ask President Clinton 
questions during the town hall 
meeting were obviously well­
prepared. 

Jennifer Brown, 11, a fifth­
grader at Simpson Elementary 
School, voiced her concern to 
the president about the loss in 

. funding for the arts. 
· Clinton agreed there had 
· been an alarming decline in 
· support for the arts and said he 
hoped to see that reversed. 


. While shaking hands after the 

meeting, the president spent a 

few minutes face-tO-:face with 

Browrt to reiterate his stand. 


"Whai he' said to me is that 
schools often take their. cues 
from the parents and what pro- .. ' 

KUDOS 
(Continued from Page Al) 

"Yes, he gave me a satisfac­
tory answer. I can't begin to 
explain what this has meant to 
me, to shake hands and talk 
with the president of the United 
States," the elated fifth-grader 
said. ' 

"He said he doesn't believe 
parents support the arts enough
and he says that's not really in 
his control, but he promised to 
do all that he can to' influence . 
that. U's been an honor to talk 
with him," $e said." 

Carol McDonald, a fourth­
grader at Lost .Cre~k Elemen­
tary School, said "hiS talk was 
nice but he didn't get to SOme of 

grams they support,· Brown I 

said. ulf parents are strong sup­ ! 
porters of sports, then in the 
process of lifting up the athletic 1 
department, funding for the arts 
often drops ofe .. 

When asked if she was satis­
fiedwith the answer she· 
received, Brown had nothing 
but praise for Clinton. ". 

ISee KUDOS,. A6 ·1 

I 

the. things I wanted to talk 
aboue : 

-He talked about expanding 
the Head Start program .and 
that's good, but he didn't touch 

I 

I
'on a plan for safe and drug-free . 
schools," she said. "Although, we I 

kind of already have that in this 
area.... . '. . .... 

Kristen Moore, a soph()more 
at Bridgeport High. School and 
a straight~A student, said 'She 
felt Clinton's education platform 
addressed one of the country's 
most important issues - the 
future of our youth. . 
. "It was really interesting. 
He addressed many important 
issues looking at education," she 

. said. "Kids are the future and if 
they don't get proper education, 
I agree with him that the coun­
try will decline." . 

, ,,' 
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Clarksburgl\1an ..... 
ChargedforThreat~r.

ToKill·Clinton ... " 


A Clarksburg man who iI1reiltened', medic81 prescriptions apparently ran',": 
to kill PresidenfClinton was tracked. out; but Elliott's doctor is reponed': ',j. 
through his 911 call and arrested lyon vacation; One of the prescrip~"1 
Thursday. ' . ' tions is Prozac, a drug typically pre- ':J 

Roger Keith Elliqtt, 47, who called S7ribed, to,trea~ depre~sion or obses,~';',: 
911 and threatened to kill Clinton,slve-compulslve dIsorder.,' Cor~; . 
was arraigned in Elkins before U.S,agreedforElliott'scar~takert?m~~~f . 
Magistrate David Core Thursday ,~gementsto get hismedlcauon,.::i 
afternoon and was assignedto afed- to him. . " ", ',.;,;.,1 
eral institution to await psychiatric ,Wearing a faded black baseball cap, . 
evaluation..-'" 'gray ,vest jacket and white'T-shiIt.: .... 

He was arrested without a warrant Elliott said little, at the hearing and ",i 
, for knowingly and willingly making sat with hiS head lowered: He ,tol4, ,,;. " 

threats to take the president's life, a , ,Core he would accept Elkills att<?r-:- ~t.' 
felony. Core said the bureau ofpris.,., ney Stephen Jory as hisJegalcoun.,.:'::J 

, ons would choose the institution in 'sel'and spent the rest ofthe hearing "!,~. 
which Elliott's mental compentency , in silence,', , ' '. ,,~ '..:~: i' 
would be evaluated. The maximum penalty for threat.,. ..: \ 

Core said Elliott's initial case was 'ening the president is ,five years in .. :\ ,­
a questio~ ofcmilpetency .. Elliott's prison and a $250,000 fine. '\ ::,:.:,~.\ -
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mean!.seeing··ihe ..• ... 
Pre~id~ni~~·:~m_~Wbo_RdW!

' '0' , '" ld' ' get us decent seats,but it was imp09- '~ -year~Osible. 1'h8t's how packed it was! 

',A' ,. IGraJ ~on I!'~ 
. ,,"conunents on 

• ' ••
ClInton vu,t

" '",,' , 
By Jodi E.Hollingshead 

/01'tM MOlmtai,. Statesman 
,As you probably already know, 

, President Clinton came toClarksburg 
Thursday, May '22. His plane was 
supposed to anive just before noon at, every day! People were listening to , 
11:4S,anditdid.HewenttoRoberlC. ,themusicthatwasbeingplayedwbile 
Byrd High School for a town meet- others were sleeping and reading. I 
ing,talking about futme edueation. don't know how they did it in all the" 
Hundreds ofi>eoPle galhered there to' hustle and bustle of tbe emwd. 
hear him speak and to ask questions 
that have been on their mind. . 

But even thousands' were at 
Benedum Airport to bear him speak 
again, thatis whereIwas.They waited 
for boW'S and hours, and he fmally 
came. . . . . 

I ~w many people doing many 
dift'erentthings whi1ethey were wait­
ing,fromjuststandingaroundtoplay­
ing tag. Lots of schools were there, . 
including 16 kids from my oWn. Tay­
lorCountyMiddleSchool.lcouldtell 
that all ages were getting just a little 
impatienL old does in L.A.! I am lucky though, 

, Some peoplewere estimating how that I got to see the Pres. Like I said 
~ypeoplewereattheairporLTheir' earlier, il was qUitean experience that 
guesseswereanywherefrom3.(lOOto 
10,000. I would have togowith about 
10,000 or more. 

For many, including me, it was a' 
,once in a lifetime experience. Even 
though all I cOuld see in the distance' 
was his tiny gray head, when you're 
almost 11 year old, it's a lotjusttosay 
that you were in the same place as the 
President of the Udited States of 
America. Some kids won't even gel 
to see his head in their whole life. I 
havegou.en to see Richard Simmons 
and Gaston Caperton in person; but 
nothing and nobody as impoitant as 
Mr. Clinton. , 

,When I got to theairpon. I felt like 
I hadn't seen so many people in all of 
my life added together! Except for 
when 'I went to a Mountaineer fOOl­
ball game. It was extrem1y crowded. 

We fmally found aspot where,we 
',could see~ podium. We couldn't 
breathe, so like lOIS of other people',j' 
we moved to the back w~~Ostof 
the schools were. After W81UOg for 
~ bours, we f~lIy h~ a voice 
saymg, ""1be Plesident, will be here 

"shortly.", and eVerYone stood up.
, While I was waiting, I saw the 

people on News 12,Apil Kaul1, Bill , 
Clack; and RebeceaTaylor. So not 
onlydid~ see lotsofimponam people, 
I saw the people I see on the news 

' There were people from allslates. • 

Tennesee, Florida. California. and 

more.. ThePresidentta1kedaboutjust,i: 

what he did at the high school' - ' 

fuIure education. I didn't bear all of.. ' 

hisspeech becauseevery timeIfound 


. a spot to see, another ~IJCit up on i!' 

daddy's shouldel3. So!,e ~!~., 
to the bus. " ,'\L•• ,';:;~o: .. : 

This experience was sPeciel to me ' 
because I live in the small IOWD of 

'Gr8fton that hardly anybody knows 
abouL Which means that I don't ex­
acdy get to do the things a ten-year­

Ican'tevenbegintodescribetheway 
1 fek when 1found outthatIwas going 
to Clarksburg. '", 

During this week and last, "going 
toClark.sburg"meantgoingtoseethe 
PresidenL Il was the Ialkof the town. 
Hearing Hail To the Chief in person 
for a mtSOn is pretty cool. Il was 
packed. loud, uncomfortable, and 
,long, but I think it was worth iL 

lfilhadn'tbeenfor mystepmolher, 
Linda Hollingshead, and my dad, 
Gary,I wouldn't havebadachance to 
get there. Summarized, i waited, saw 
BillClinton,Gov.Underwood,Gaston 
Caprzton,thenewspeople,sat.waited, 
got to be in the business of it all. 

Plus, to lOp il all off, when I got 
homcand IIX the mail. I'SIl)1I. Presi­
cfeotClinton'splaneon hisway home. 

I just might do it again! 
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., BRIDGEPORT.~-W.Va.:(AP) _ I' .. ,.' ....., . r':.~ ••II!'7

. 	 R~publi.cans op~sed to President~, /' . , ',: ' . ).l~P i 

C,lIn,1,0,n, sedu~uonagen~saychil. : . '.."yJ 
' drenncedabaslcfoundauon.notdi·"rcctionin~ specific vocations When,':'.',,1 ' "", 

, ~~fe suU to. young to choose IL':, 6 . 
AbQut 70 people Illi'ried out Thurs~ '.' ,

day night'for a West Virginia Young': 

Re~ublicans f0rum in Bridgepon. a ' 

few miles from a Clarksburg school 

where Clinton apjlcarcd earlier in 

the day. , ,',' 


John Raese. aMorgantown busi- " 

" nessniari who organized the event l 

c~,SAid~~.~~W)j1r~ai~-bcs~,~1
'Iefltothe,slates; ""'~~,'; ;.,_1

Rilese said the federal 'govern:: ' 

ment has, too much influence over 

edu~ation ~n~ ,is wrongly focusing 

on Job tralnmg rather than tradi­ ,! , ' 

tional subjects. ',. ~. 

" The ~est.virginia LCgisbiture and ; ',. . 


former Gov. Gaston Caperton 'signed 

off on that transfer of power over 

education by, approving a bill two 

years ago that makes the Slate eli- ' 

gible for federal funding, Raese said. : 


"We ncedto draw the line on ihe . :: ,. 

government We've: had enough 

f conllol. We've had enough big 

1 governm'en~" Raese said. ' ' 

f' "You can lIain a dog or you can " 

r train a lion, but we'do not want to 


, 1 train our children," he said. 
t Clinton also addressed the issue 


during his forum, saying "the divid­
, ing line betwecn vocational educa-' 


',; " tionand academic education in the 

, world of the future is an artificial 

, dividing line..... ' ' 


, Slate Scns. Donna Boley, R-PI~­

ants, and Sarah Minear, R-Tucker. 

and Dclegatefrcd Gillespie, R-Wood, 


, joined Raese at the Republican fo­
rum. ',' ' 
, ,The lawmakers sponsored bills 
during the 1997 session that would '" .". 

have repealed !he SIalC'S Jobs Through 
, Education Act They got nowhere. 

HouseSpcaker Bob Kiss, D­
Raleigh. said Thursday it was never 
the intention of the federal govern­
ment or the Legislature to push high 
School students toward any particu­
lar jobs. 

, , ,I 

, l ' , , 

" I, 



, 

• ,I 

J CI'l1tori'j_:'~~~$ -~., 

," "'" ~'~"""'8""JII'I~~IJ~~1 6J... 
By Jennifer Davis ",' .":~·£;;.l .. 
STAFFWRfTER 

CLARKSBURG - RobertC. 

Byrd High School senior Mary 
 Cli~~~n thanked GOv ::c;bh~~~3re:;~d''fu~th'tesis
Helen Shields swnmed up the mood Underwood and former' govemor )0 all West Virginia st~~ents in
of most everyone in the audience as Gaston Caperton -who were both 1999 .. ·., ",' ." . -'" she introduced President' Bill presentfor the town meeting';";;' for'~"':We'st"'Vifginia'University
Clinton' Thursday. .' . . , " supporting education. pointing 'out President David Hardesty was the 

"Mr. President. this is the most Caperton's initiatives for putting first audience member to question . 
exciting moment of my life, and I . computers in West Virginia schools. Clinto~; on his plans for. national 
can't even begin to explain the .The. president outlined,bis. plan standardlzed testing. ".
mixed emotions that I'm feeling for improVing education before tak·.:,;."Iwonderif you would identifY
right now," the I8-year-oId said.. ing questions. . '. '.'" i,') , , ii,' :t,iie majodnipediments to the adop-

Shields complimented Clinton on His plancallS.for s~~dard,ized :uon ofsuch.a program and how we,
his dedication to improving educa­ testing for fourth-grade. ,readitig ~d'as educators and parents and com ..
tion nationally as she welcomed the eighth-grade math. (lational tesung ,munity .leaders. can help you
president to Clarksburg and opened for, teachers. expanding ..the 'address this important initiative," 
~linton's f1r5t education town meet- HeadStart program, modemizing;1:1ardestr .aSked.:;'. '. ' . ..'
109. '. '. school buildings and connecting .:' Clinton slJid there are two major 

"Speaking for my fellow Class-' every classroom and libraryto' the :balriCri 'to ~ plan, the first politi­
mates and for my peers across the Intemc:t by the year 2000:: ":' ~~', .:~ ~'sec~D:d"deeply perso~."state, I want to thank you for your . Clinton announcedThtirSday that The pohucalproblems IS that 

~ff~;-;nd'~~n~~~~'~~ ~d~cati~n. 1- H Gov . Underwood joinea the State many peopI~ think national stan-
Board of Educatibo"'and Stllte . . ~.,,:. . . • ' am sure that your education G~als 
Superintendent· of :Schools Hank 2000 will make us leaders gOlDg 
Marockie in agreeing to give the Please see MEETING Page 2A ,into the 21stCentury," Shields said. 

... : 
'~Clinton in turn lauded West ,.... I· 

Virginia for th.e iinpro~ements the - .. ­
state has made 10 education. '" 

"1 came here in part because, of 
the great progress you' are maki.ng , 
in the national movement to raIse : 
academic achievement. In 1996. the • 
state of West Virginia tied fot~ 
in the nation in improvement SlDce 
1992 in the mathematics perfor­
mance of fourth and eighth graders. 
You should be very, very proud of 
that," Clinton said. .' 

The crowd of 160 Harrison 
County stUdents, teachers and gov­
ernment and community leaders 
applauded Clinton several tiJ.lles 
during his speech and the questiOn­
and-answer session which followed; 

-

~ 4, .• 
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1M,e'g.ti.~r';~;'·;:'7~~~ '. ..... ,...,. 
, ,. Condtll1ed from Pagi lA'>,'" ," :+'::~ "~saYt"" '~Yibeliev&lt t~.' , 
t~ .,', " , ., ,",'~' take' ' bOOlSt'tO' . , ' , 
,tclardS'~''pU~sthe~'fedeial:.go~ , , ,''''.~ ':~ , 

, ;rmentt ling ~~s,h.~wtQ;nm~ ~,~I1¢~Jtes " "'\0,, eep~! 
, ; :$i:,Jlools '" ,,.~,t;;'~i,"~ , ,'fbryou' 8l~'\tudentS1l,lk~1 
, ,:':;" "Thi is not!W a ' " ,00ftc;"poiritc;ut:tbat·Ybti;~·lt·sJ , 

'All thelfederal govemmentpropos':' 'an important part,ofyooreduca':' , ' 
es to d~is to find the developmen~ tion,'iheadded.~~i:,t!;:;:' \',:'::(;:'1;,1;,;; 1 
of thetests~to:me8Sure::w.hether:,theJ~'71!': Reside'riff.llrii'lAtchl!!r,?ask'ed f ; 

st~nd:u;~s,w:e,'~~~~ ~e~1,~~!!~9n.~lCliilto~:ho\i/wails' ~twee~~v~a~~' 
, satd., " " " ',' . :j"donal and academiC education 

The second.proble~ - a bl,g,:could be,toni down: ' " ',' " " , " 
problem accordtng to ~bnton '- IS' " ,"The whole idea of school~to~ 
fear of what happens If test results work is t,o s~tup a partnership, 
are not very gopd~" '. '7~.";'1 "'t·,~a,e~1hC:empIOyers i41the'c»m":W' 
.",~e're noq~~ss8fJly tiY~g to~~munity and the SChOOI~'S()tbat;-Jbeli"
Identify the specific score of every' " . . . ';' 
student, but wei wani the schools . Idea o! working and I~ are - : 
and the classes to 'see how they're ~ese ldeas.are ~ompatible,.not lW,O; 
doing so they can lift the swdents different thi~gs, . Clinton s~d. 

, up," Clinton said. "This is not an . The preslden~ ~t~e~sed that the . 
instrument of failure, it's an instru- school-to-work, lDIUaUve not close 
ment of accountability and a path- . doors for any stude~~ but rather 
way to success." . leave graduates, who enter ~tt.e; 

Jehnifer Browri. fifth-grade stu- workplace after school. theopuon: 
dent at SimpSon Elementary School of continuing their education at a, 
in Harrison County, asked Clinton ·later date.·, ' 
about lost funding for arts programs' , Jim· McCallum, a member of the 
in public schools. ' ' " ,We~t Virginia Board, of EdlJCation, 

"I am frequently involved in th~ , asked Clinton what his thoughts 

arts, music and theater programs . .. ,were on extending the school year.:, . 


. but recently the funding for these :'"1 have alwaystbought that if . 

programs has been cut," she said. "I 'you could afford i~ it was'a good 

'was ~ondering what plans you . thing to do," the presictent said. 
have, If any, to make sure that the "Every other nation in the world 

'arts aren't ~mplet;ly cut ,out of the , with an advanced economy has a 
school cumculum. . ,longer school year," said Clinton,' 

, "We don't have direct programs' adding that a plan should' be made: .' 
to do that because we spend all our , as to what would be done with the: , 

, money on other things.' But 1 must extra time. . , 

'.,', 
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~. '.Tradition of" 
. . 

readi ngh~lg,.·qR: 

.before pres[g~,~l;.; 


BY'Alecia Sirk ". '. the younges~; Rebecc~sittiDgqUiet~ 

. books in the' car." , .....:.;.. ;0 .. : 

grade student reading level. .:,' . 'In fact, Hilary said, there' s:& 

fI 

BRIDGEPORT REPORTER . 

CLARKSBURG When 
. Haimah Galeysto6d before 

President BillClinton to read a pas­
sage from "Charlotte's Web," she 

. was living out a family legacy of lit­
eracy. 
,': "We're a family of readers," 
mom Hilary Galey said, so it was 
appropr~ate, she added, when they 
asked Hannah to read. " 

The selection was chosen to 
exemplify a point from one of the 
president's 10 goals for education: 
that a standard be set for a fourth­

. lyon. her mother:sJap~ >,,_,,~~~,; " 
Hilary, who 'lsexpenenclDg 

Harrison's education at alHevels, 
said the county system is w9nder" 
ful, but that· all things:can b¢ 

• intprov~d. Som,e of thllt improve~ 
ment, she said, could start at home; 

For instance, Hilary suggests that 

parentS tum theTVs.,off. '.~We don't 

have TV MondaY-through: Fnci8y 'at 

our house,'~ she added. : _ 

.. "I think w.e.~.re a'; society that caD, 
read, but chooses not to,"·Hilary 
continued. "I·don't even go to the • '1 

i 

grocery store without a b~x of 
' 

After Hannah finished, Clinton 
led the audience through a question 
that might be posed about the pas­
sage. Students would need to be' 
able to comprehend the material on 
a basic, proficient or advanced 
level. , 

..It means you know what you 
need to know," Clinton. said. "So on 
one is supposed to fail, and this is 
not designed to put any school, any 
student, any group down, but to lift 
us all up." . 

Hilary Galey has children 
throughout the Harrison County 
school system, in seventh, fourth, 
and second grades, and a pre­
schooler. 

Hannah, her mpm, and her sisters 
all attended the town meeting, with 

stack of books in every room of'her 
house. If, in the car, everybody 
doesn't have their own book,. they 
listen to books on tape.',: ;~:~'." . 

Hannah, Hilary added, is .the 
most voracious reader in the family. 

Hannah said she has read 
"Charlotte's Web,"but her favorite 
book, she. said, is' "'Matilda." 
Rebacca likes "Babar," aDd' Sarah, !,. 
12, just finished, "Shooting the I 

I 
I 

Count of Monte Cristo." Hilary said 
her favorite book has always bee~ 
"Gone With the Wind." .." 

Hilary said she is proud of her 
children, and of the family tradition 
continuing'in herfamily. . . 

"My mom always said, 'You'r~ .' 
never alone as long as you have a 
good book.'" 
. ~ 
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, HighschOQI' 'gets9~~;:;!o ..1,t9:pt1aI' ':' 

. " . Rollins Said ;StUdents and' : h8nds'with'ev~onehe could,. 

byJeff ToquJnto .. , faCulty at the school won't have ,.' it:made everythii1g that every-: 
STAFF WRITER . much time to take their collec-" . oi1~fhad gone through for ~e I 
... The hallw' ays'at 'R'obe'rt C" . tive breath. Next Friday~they: .. , last iWeek: to 10 days worth It. I 

have to get ready for com~", ," "It~s poteveryo~e that get:s • 
ByrdHjgh School returned ~ , mencement. .' .. ' , :.:.:<; ::." ..."" . .',~, shake' hands Wltha :presJ.­
'~~~~~titO:n:O:Sfic~te; . -Now we're st:artmtftOthmk' i ; 'dtm;the ~hil',ded; t: 'B·1n·'dg:·''e:port:s'" 

national town hall meeting from' • along the ~es of getting'ready,; .' BJt~ea;::~rt;" Manager 

the school's gymnasium~ .' ., ,', !or graduati~n..TheP,latforms i ' 'James'.Griffithwasalad to see' 


F all · tents d' urpose's ' m the·gym will be P,lt mto Place... '.~ tin back ~ d" ." 
or man p ,. startin,'g on TuesdaYl for that;,:, ,; .... ' s ge~.g ".lD orer•. ' . , 
few physical traces of the preS- ~ Rollins said. ~Graduation :wis ,:' <'. ~'re~os~ th~, but. It 
ident's visit remaiiled' Friday' , . £:•..4-1.. t' thin· 't!~ '., ,,,... . . .....:n·take a·while· .Grifflthwd·· 

f · , '. the .I.WL.ues " g uom, our· ,ww " .• " " • •. ,
throughout much o HarriSOil' mIn"ds~ Rwas secondJme':bilt:. '!Ie'l:e's~. to .loo,kl,ikean
County, save for a few'remain- . ' , mrport agam
ing 'signs and·billboards.':Only' the'seniorS, I'm sure, were:'cog-';: '. ,.... A'J't'Ii:' h"';" ~'f'f"':th", '. ::, .:: '. 

f.e ed b th ch I niza.nt of it." .. _.' :':,1,": ;,;,:.:.. j,. L .... ' t'."~ o.ug . ::,,~·r.1 1. ' ·was.,Ife~:~~ ~~scho~l's ::m.oo ;. ;~.Man ··Of.tbe·sehlors!~1(~~.;.. =~:~~~:t~~: .. '. 
"Physically, it looks 1?retty ': restf)fa;e..s~~entbody.w,erem:".ure:effott:took,the help of, ' 

good," said RCBHS Assistant· ,theaudltorl1~?Jl. Thursday.:: ,'eY:eryone/'::::::~" : :,i: :Ii ;. '1· 
Principal Geary Rollins, "Ina afternoonwa~u.e:~~. :~;'!'YouloOk·afwhat,·KCIAvi-: 
couple of days, you'll never 'of the,.town. hall mee~J'. on"". : aU"oD' ··eIi..:!, ,~,U;th"" :baSI"call'y',

\II. ......closed circuit televiSion ., 't!ie:.: " • , '.:
know the president was here T';'f.:": ·t.'Rollins·· 'd·th' , tu"t... shutting th . yes down.and.,
from that standpOint." ' •. .' .l..l.u",me . sal., ~.s ,.- i ': . it's,: inCredible '. 'siiid:Griffith. 

Rollins 'd taff d .... dents were exemp~,their. .. '''Th ,. ha· t 
'. to . te . . sal s ers an SI.U- 1......"'_ ' .. ' d ttitud ",.. the' ,. ,... en ~u ve·. ,apprec18

· PI'tcarin LI':.uaVlor an a e '. ' . Sh 1ts':B th 'B-~1.."-di 
Hollow, 'wer:· sporting mixed . mee~g and duriiig 'the ',time:" '.w:m,v~~~Th: 
emotions on Friday. :. '. .leadirig up the event.. :;": .' ',. artangEidtheir shifts·so DO one 

"Staff wiSe'and student wise, '~e. s~dehtsandthe staff' wow~ be there andeJenty of . . 
I'd say there was a sense of members·lD the theatre, were ,parking'would be avanable. . 
relief," said Rollins; "But in the superb," said Rollins,,-After he '. ,':·'''Soth ofthoSeorganir.ations . 
same sense,we'recomingoH of made his comments and' came •. wentabov~:and beyond the call 
a huge high." . down to the crowducLshook ofduty:·, 

dents at the chool m

~.'" : ,I .:~ f ii . , ,: l' .I/··C·; :';. ;.-..... 
, .,':' 

"/" . 



i ' .. 
. i, .;0., .... I... "" :'r. : 
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'Billfest' --~t+~1 
.. 

President greeted with rock'n'roll, smiles' : 
.. '.# i 

By Debra Minor Wilson from the KCI Aviations haligar like presidential visit was something 

-ST.::AFF-W-RITE-R----:-----""-··-- cattle out of a chute at 12:30 p.m. 'special, someUling to savor and 


into the general public viewing remember forever. . 

BRIDGEPORT - It could have ~ justafter the president left for . Lt. Col. David L. Spencer, pro­


been a red, white and blue political ' Robert C. Byrd' High School. They ject officer with the Army National 

rally, began a three-hour long standing- Guard' stationed at Benedum 


, The blue of a super bright spring room-only wait for him to return to Airport, said it was a great honor , 

day. The white· of teeth flashed in give a speech. .. , " for the president to visit Clarksburg. 

excited smiles. And the red of the " "The day wasn't hot, but a cloud- "This is a good thing for north 
 Isunburned faCes and arms. less sky ~owed a bright ~un to ~t central West Virginia. As a West 


, It could' have been a festival, with 'r:elentlessly down; upon the mostly Virginian _' well, I'm always I 

rock music blaring and an electric hatless crowd, which would learn a " proud to be a West Virginian - but I 


Ifceling of excitement zipping 'valuable lesson Friday morning: today, under these circumstances, 

through the crowd, In a way, it was 
 '.. eqlotsu,afsfab~!!~':,~hip·:~,~IUS, n.o,:~at, ,I'm very proud that the commander both. J. ,,' , , in chief is visiting the area. " 

Call it BiUfest ... as in Bill Several spectators succumbed to • , .. Spencer has met several other.' 
Clinton, president of the United the heat and were treated by EMS presidents _. RiChard Nixon,', 

States. 
 crews. Stretchers were passed head- :Gerald Ford" Ronald Reagan~ i 

Thursday afternoon, a crowd of ,over-hea~ to vic~ standing in the George Bush and Vice ,President 
more than 12,000 spectators stood front or 10. the Oll~dle of a crowd Spiro Agnew. He was ~hri11ed . 

for more than three hours, braving packed as tightastbis. Clin' '" th ' .. . .
" . -.-. ton was VlSltmg e area. ',;sunburn and aching feet to see the It was a day of standlOg 10 the ,;"The president of the. United 
president at Benedum Airport .. sun and standing in line...long ,States, holds the most powerful,

They swayed to the music of lines for grilled hot dogs and icy, offic;e in the world. He is:a living I 
. Springsteen, Sinatra and "Old Time , pop and to that all-important part of , th.. , 
Rock and Roll" blaring over the any event: the porta-potty: Later, ,hero;; You should recogm~ at. 


'th Id be I' t h t 'iSo, how do you pass,. the time.l
public address system. They ugam ere wou IDes 0 s u - whil.e waiting for the presi.dent?, /";"'';:
clapped; they sang; they waved , tles buses back to the Meadowbrook .- - ..~.<. ,----- : - ~- ~- --- .:...r_ .~,~. ,;*:;
flags and posters. Mall. ;'i ' , : .- '-'-"-'-..-----;;;;.;;;;;;.;;;.;-......-....; 


The crowd had been released Lines ornot, sun or cloud, the Please see BILLFEST ", Page 2A .: ' 

~'·>.f ~ .._,~ rk j , '.i· ,;.'~ ,

,.' ~~f~" 


Continuedfto'mP~geJ~' " This ~asn't the first-president" Said he probably would t:u've com:. 

, , . John Madden (no, ,not that John even if ~twere a Republ~canpresl 


:, Y~ucould play'd'rds. From Madden) ofBridgeport had seen. dent visiting. . , 

poker to' hearts to rummy, clusters Sitting on a wooden bench;u theJ: .':'You have to respect the o~ce 


'of card games sprang up inside the edge ,of..the hangar, just ~ar,:ly He's the President !,f t~e UDlt~t 

vast hangar~ , . " ," " avoiding the suli, he and hls,wl~e StateS. You have to ~ve ~ that. 


, .you could knit. Or read. Or listen Helen waited patiently forf!1e, presl-i,,' Helen disagreed With a sniff. " 

to tapes, radios or CDs~ Or snooze. dent.:>\'i: ·:·,.,~:k'::;·:,· 1.:.,IL·~~r:"T:·:' ..Not me. I wouldn't have c~me. 

You could pblY pop bottle Frisbee. ,A' Democrai~rn;'llDdJ~' ,.Joyce Allen o~ Coalton S81d she 


Or you could grab a quick lunch. Mad«1.e.!L~d7'"he.~, sh~;ti8.n~.·was gladthe presl~nt was h~. 

Flipping' a hot dog off an ~With:J.OhD,'F.:,":.Ke~ed, i~ "It's time .th~ natio~ media sees 
,,~:~,.n,·~8t:e~,Sl-.'\ 

immense rotating 'grill an~ onto adential ~patgn,.~~.~~t'YQ!~~!: 'i"!lest Virgima 1C a.posleve "!lay and 

bun about every five seconds, ·..l'lIia.staunc~t,~~pp..,g!1.Fr o..f,. :Qot as some awful Joke. ,.,' . 

Americari~endor ~mploYee'.oc:loris ;,Clinio&,~.!::.Helen:s,aid:;~~ldn t~t.: Outside the hangar to the Side. 

Bolyard s81d -.- WIthout Ollssmg ahavc"wssc:d::this f~r.:~.f,fi', ~orld..1 ::Cheryl and daughter Lyndsay 


:'dog - she ~n~ other em.plo.y~es; I would haye been.so: ~~iJOmted,~ ~''nuirPe waited w~th a large red-and­
, began prepann~~t!t! ~J~I.~ ~t7; J hadn't gotten a tic!l: .~. ~}vhite quilt featunng razorbas::ks. . 


a.m. that~y; ·';~:i..'( .•:''I!'·'~>;r~/'fI!' ';;.';0:,' ,.:.M..I!~d~n. aI.s~~.,~}~~ ,~~m~ t"This is the masc~! ofUmvers!ty 
. She dldn,~..,'1l!?,~~..~~ 1.I~~~~g., .....;~-.. "'..",.~ , .. , ..... /of Arkansas teams, Cheryl said. 


lines. :<··::*~rt~.£;.t:';;4.;~:.~!:,j,~,·J ~l.Mr Clinton iso't a gnu,iuate but he 

.. "I'm just~C;Xc..ted .the.~~nt,.; . 'th" . ·es.";~ :~~ , . 

• ,. "'/rv~ "'~~ t.ft,..·· .... " ...follows etrg&mIS ~n:ung.. f.';,;':":':-:..-:;:I'~·¥~~"~,c~,..! ..., _ .' , 
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.Positive spil1;'~"l 
',Clinton'svisit,toCl¥ksbtirg .:: 


a good show, butJackS:s~b~tailce 

, • -. ' " ,'.£' 

, somehow,,it seems very that screen out "':censor? ­
,appropriate that President 'the Internet. , ".,' ',." 

Bill Clinton came to , ; But just imagine what inight 


Clarksburg 'toco'nduct, via the happen if some natiQnalfigure 

'Internet, an international town actually took a leadership posi­

hall meeting on education. It ,tJonon extending ,the school, 

gave the state and federal gov- year. Why,.it'sthe kind of issue " 

emment a Ipt of opportunities to that engages people, makes' 

put a positi ve spin on, a lot ,of ,them think and talk, am.fperhaps 

their ideas. . ac.t.'Tha,t person might be 


,Thirty ,years ago; Clarksburg 'remembered as someone who· 

was one of those West Virginia' made aposiiive difference. ,-" ", 

towris where the air was filled The relatively ~hortschocil 

·with coal smoke and people year was a prpduct of 19th cen:' 

worked.in a nearby steel plant" turythinking.Farmersliked 

'glass factories and other heavy ,having kids around to help, fac- " 
 " 'l 

',. 'industries. Since then, the' air 'tory owners liked having ,older 

, . ,has cleared and the ~ommunity, kids around to fill in for vaca-: 


, is symbolized by, the presence of tioning,;parents. But there aren't ' 
the FBI's fingerprint training; as manyfanris as there once' 
center., ,'.:, ' . were; and putting teallyyoung 

" A high-teCh operation in its , peoP.le in factories is against the 
\ " 

'." .' "ownright, the center alsoJs the law and really qoesn't make ": 
,alleged target of a local righk ' 'much sense, if it ever did. " 
Wing militia'gr()up that had The 21 sf century is,only 
visions of blowing it up. Clinton three years away.' The 'U.S.,' 

, , has been Public Enemy No.1 to economy and culture today bear ' , : 

, a lot of folks who oppose' his '" virtUally no resemblance to what, 
, stronggun-coritrol proposals. existed 100 years ago.' But most: 
Jnt~~tionaI1y or,not, coming to of our public schools ·stilI oper­

" Clarksburg was one way for. ate on the same ,arcane scheq­
: Clinton to say he i~n'tafraid of ' ules. The huge consolidated 

those people. '.. .. " • schools with class changes 
'The meeting itself WaS con- every 55 orso ,minutes are great 

, ducted at Robert, C. Byrd High ' for teaching people to work on 
School. West. Virginia educators', factory, assemb I y lines., How 

, and politicians were ,able to' 'mariypeople in this country will 
, show off the' progress the state, ~e spending the rest oftheir life 
ha.s made in teaching children to spot-~elding seams on muf­
be computer literate. fiers?, ' '. " 

The town hall meeting took Fonhe sake of symbolism, 
on all the trappings of an official . the president's sojourn to'West ' 
campaign stop. Everyone who Virginia was nice for the people 
participated was pre-selected, who had the opportunity to join 
the questions carefully scripted. in. Mter,all. not everyone gets a 
The president looked especially chance to' ha'vetheir'.picture 

"presi.dential with his cane. :taken with the president free of 
Everyone played their part per- ,charge. In terms of substance, ,', , " 

fectly. " "littleif anything was,accom­ ". -. ..... _. 
Despite all the show and tell, plisned; No, leadership ~as, 

"orne issues were raised. ' , demonstrated, no bold newini­
Clinton,en(iorsedlonger tiatives announced. As has been ,.:,,' 

.... 
,,school years;providing local ,so often the, case with the '~< : 

schools can afford to do so. He Clinton Administration, the 
said it's an unpopular idea and show was more ofthe same, 

.,,', ' 

, he moved the discussion on to only ,the location was a little dif~ , 

',"" "",'''nl,ltf'r chins 'ferent.· ' 
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I a~ sop~otid of the people 
who work to produce The Expo­
nent and Telegram. They came 
through under pressure. 

Our readers don't know and 

" 

Terry L. 
':HorIle 

probably don:t care. about the :Puh.lisher 
sweat and aruaety behind the spe-. '. 
cial three-day coverage of the I . , 

. 'r;.; 

----- ..... ·w ~~ 

~ 

. 

6~ .. ! .. 
i 

presidential visit last w~k. All !. . I I 

The circulation departmeh;t ~ they should . care , about IS that ". While we were stumblmg . had to make plans to d~ver addi­they .learned what they needed along the best we could until all tional copies of the spec~l cover­and wanted to ~now.when they· . the changes became routine once a e to schools. IIi addition, the needed to know It. .: again ' the announcement came b~ of the newspaper caus~.byBut I want to.tell readers., that President Bill Clinton was .extra paging and .advertisIpg about the challenges tl;lat the coming to Harrison County. We inserts created 4eli~ery chal-. jemployees of the two newspa~. knew our readers would demand 
lenges for our distribution peo~I~'1had to overcome to get the Job : . our best efforts because of the 


done. .:. \ magnitude of this event. And we The production departmellts : 

First, after months of prepara- had less than a week to begin pro­ , then caught the brunt .of all the : 

tion, the news staff and produc- ducing.what proved to be a stag­ activity. Due to. the . J.!lcreased : 
tion. departments roll~ out a new gering n~b~r of pages of news '. news space and advertising ~~ . 
desIgn of our two <;Ially newspa- and advertlsmg at our new~pa- : the production people were fa~ ',' 
pers and the combmed weekend. pers during the three-day period. with the equivalent of produc,mg 
editions the week of.M~y.5. It rep-- We.decided early on to do s~ Sunday-size newspapers three . 

..._............ .' .....__......··..1 .'.
resents a pretty SIgnifIcant re- cial sections of news on the VISit 

engineering of our newspapers and related issues beginning with days ill a row :.. twice a day JIn ;'

and the process we go through to '. the Wednesday issues ·of the effect,' this past week we pro-.:

produce them; ...,_.__ .' " ......-_.­ duced seven Sunday-size newspa-' 

The response to the deSIgn : newspapers.. Tho.se special sec­ pers... ' i 

changes have been overwhel.m- t, tions would con~1I?-ue 'Thurs~ay, 
 That would be a huge c~al­ingly positive by readers ,,:hICh the day of the VISIt, and Fri~y lenge unto itself. But then tlu;ow.makes all the work worthwhile to with follow-up coverage. This in the fact that all of us were still our employees. But what you meant the news department had learning new techniques ~o .pro­don't see as readers is that we are I to plan out do~ens of sto~ and duce the newspapers and It IS anstill on th~ front end. or the learn- photo ideas prIOr to the VlSIt.:1 . incredible feat that these newspa­
ing curve ~n determmmg how we f We also wanted to make sw;e pers . were produced largely: on . 
can conslsten~y produce the as many businesses as possible m . time. My . congratulations: to .. 
improv~!f:lents m the new.sEa~s . north central West Virginia had everyone involved in production 
every day: . . . the opportunity to take advanta~e and distribution of the new~pa-


The change has been so radi~ of the extra readership that ~s 
 pers. '.' ! ..cal that by its very nature we special coverage would prOVIde. As for the quality of the t;:on-, ,. must take extra time. and extra This was just as big a challenge tent, I chall~ged the n~ws .effort to do what used to be ~rou- for our advertising sales r~p­ department to Impress every:one . tine under the old presentation of resentatives because deadlme of our loyal local read~rsas ~11 . , . the news. It is like learning to requirements' meant they only as every one of our JournalIsm .. " speak a new language - it takes had a 2 112-day window to ge~ the' peers visiting from throughout · ,.
a mUe time. and practice tp get job done. We hope we pro~lded West Virginia and nationallYi My
fluent. . the opportunitr to every b1;lsme~s contention was that the quality of '.to be a part 0 these speclal edl­ the newspapers the out-of-t.own .

tions. . visitors pick up here lends ~o~ard. '.' 
the image they leave Wlthl the'~~ 
Clarksburg, Bridgeport an9 t!Je .:' 
rest of north central West. VIr­

• • . I 
guua. ' 
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.seeing a president 
« ,~. -, "-.-.~ • .' ~ ..... ~- ..;;:,<{. -" .:- • -', '-;- • , " !Jk.r/'l· There' s nothing quite as· reassur· . 

ing as the sight and smell of clippe4 , 

lawns at Memorial Day. . 


Summer is back. School is out. or 
 e1 'f-- IT 
will be soon. The Jong days and 

warm nights lie ahead. ' ' 


Our cycles have shifted, from 

, religious observances to 'Monday. 
~olidays, from the agricultural 

." 1,', 

round of planting and harvest to cal· 
endars based on school terms and 

, The nfe, of a newspaper is an fiscal years. .' ".' 
ebb 'and flow of daily events. Many One of the slightly moveable. 
are small, the minutiae.of communi-· , ',:· feasts of our modern calendar is' 
ty life, the bake sales and paren~Memorial Day, the unofficial start 
meetings and new store hours' and'., of summer. 

: senior center menus. They weave Lawns are mowed. Flowers are 
into the fabric of daily life in thisplanted. The patio furniture is out, 
place and time., . . .on the patio, or deck or lawn, and 

Other events reach beyond the the grill may have been uscd but 
· community. Natural disasters like'·won't be inaugurated until the first 

hurricanes and floods lift the name ",burgers and hot dogs are cooking 
of a town from daily obscurity into' •for the first family picnic. 

,. a brief national view. Who. paidThis is also the weekend when ,,------.. 
•graves are tended. . attention to the course of the Reo ' up. Maybe, it was the cane he used 

Grass is pulled away from head- River from the Dakotas .into " to ease, his still-healing knee.;
. stones. old flowers pulled from the Canada, until snow melt and rain- Maybe it was the eye contact, with­

.,' ,urns and new ones planted - gera· water flooded Grand'Forks? out the cool distanCing of televi.sion. 

niums, ageratum, sweet alyssum to Then there are the human events. We need to see our presidents, 

perfume the evening air. People When the White House announced senators and SupremeCoun judges 

stand around in cemeteries, talking that President Clinton would visit up close' alittle more often. It might 

about this and· that, reacquainting north central West Virginia. the si~-' make us more realistic in our expec­
themselves with memories. zle began and continued to build to" tations. ' 


Sometimes it's difficult for peo· the roar of Air Force One touching' " We would See them as mere peo­

pie to find the graves, if they've down on Thursday at Benedum. . pie. not a royal class, not some 

been away a few years. The trees Most people, .and that includes· other species. Realize that they

itave grown and the shrubs; some- ' most news people outside the make decisions ...:.. and mistakes -.:. 

times there are new landmarks. national nerve centers, have never . just like we do. It would be easier to 


· People walk, head down.remem- · met a. president, never seen one.' '. cheer them in their successes, .and 

bering, maybe seeing the g~veyard ·closer than a photo or the flat screen. commiserate in their downfalls. if . 

in January, or October, seern~ the of their televisions: The president of there was a little more human con­


the United States. regardless of tact between. the leaders and the led. faces as they were then .. 
'It seems like a gloomy, occasion, party or preference, is the flesh-and~ 


but this remembrance day is full of blood symbol of the nation. And he , 'This past Thursday marked our' 

was here, close enough to wave to .. ' firSt Reader'Advisory Board meet­
life. It brings people back to .old 

places. reminds them of old times. and to wave back. close enough to 'ing at the Times West Virginian. 

· ,Flowers brighten the green lawns. touch. Nine of the 10 members were able, 


Among our coverage team. pho- to make it to the meeting. despite 
Sometimes a little sadness makes 
· the' colors more intense, the pres­ tographer Bob Gay had several· the activities surrounding thepresi­

.[,ence of the body a bit sharper and times covered a presidential event. '"dential visit.· 
· more important, knowing it will go For reponers AleciaSirk, Jennifer .. It was a good session. The board' 

Davis and Debra Minor Wilson, for ' members had the chance to meet. 
"'.; 

aw~y. 
photographer Danny Snyder. this department heads at the newspaper. 

was a first. And while the coverage .and·we had the chance to 'meet 

was the main thing, they couldn't them and learn about their lives. 

help but glow a little from the" '. We toured; the. newspaper and 

event. Sunburn added to that glow watched the press start up for a 

for Debbie and Danny, who stood "run." 

with the throngs at the airpon and Over the summer, we'll talk. 

got the same tp~stjng from the more intensively aboutadvenising. 

unexpectedly powerful spring sun. . circulation and editorial. matters. It 


Many onlookers remarked how' will be a learning experience for us 
human the president seemed, close all., . ':;" 

',,:'. " 
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CIinfO"n spe~ik~~Clt50Llt· 

. education··· 

By Fred Pace 

For The Weekly News Sentinel 


. CLARKSBURG, W.Va. - . Using the 

. towm meeting type forum that served him so 

weel during the presidential campaign. Presi­

dent WiJliam Clinton spoke with educators in 


West Virginia about the future of education Clarksburg. site of a visit by President Clin­
in the United States. .. . ton on Thursday: . 


Clinton choose Robert C. Byrd High , NAMESAKE: The school is named after 

School in Clarksburg because of the schools U.S. Sen. Robert C. Byrd. D-W.Va. Byrd, 79. 

advanced systems and technologies foredu- has 50 years in public service. He was elect-

eating students. . 


.. See.CLlNTON Page 7AFacts about Robert C. Byrd High School in 

FROMPAGEl ______~_______________________ 

Clinton 
ed in 1958 to the Senate, where he national average of about 40 per­
has served ever since. cent. said Harrison County Super­

intendent Robert Kittle. YEAR OPENED: 1996. 

ENROLLMENT: 1,015. 

SIZE: 258,000 square feet. 

TECHNOLOGY: The school . MISCELLANEOUS: The 


has a lab where students work with school was built on a former strip 
"virtual reality" technology, .. mine and -the campus covers 200 . 
involving high-powered computers acres.. It has a closed-circuit 1V 
and three-dimensional graphics system in each classroom. It's track 
and goggles. Every classroom is and football stadium seats 15.000. 
connected to the Internet. About $2 The school also has a 675-seat the-
million was spent on technology . atre, a fishing pond and an environ­
including computers: .. mental center. An amphitheatre . I 

EOUCAnON: Up to 70 percent and a swimming pool are planed 
of Robert C. Byrd students will for the campus. 
continue their education at a two­
or four-year college. compared to a 



, . 
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Delegate does 'patriOtic duty , 


. . 	 '.. , Then,ofeourse;manY'lftl'endiffiS '. 
for-;~sHi~ntial visii-~Jt;~~1 ~! 'q 7

I 
. LiSt Friday. your reporter made were in view. r watched as they 

the short trip from Buckhannon, in earned cold bottles of sp~gwater to { 
Upshur County; to the Bridgeport Air- thepooium. Within a short tim.e, they . ". '. '1'''''' ..... 
port, in.H~nCounty,.to see Presi:' would remove the warmin~~eso( '. . . . .' .~ 

dent ~dlClmton. . .. water and replace ~emWith I~ cold '. . , ~ .' . 1'1 . 


Clmton came to West Vtrgtnta to ones. They did thiS several times. I ' PreSident Clmton says be IS· for 
present his program on public educa- .'wished the ~oney that had been spent extending ,the' school. year. . M~ny 
tion.. Why di~ h~ c!!~ Clarksburg '. could have been saved:' I. ~atched, agree. As most will. concede, .ongl­

. to make pubbc h~ Ideas? One ,:"ould .' and not a single bottle ofspnng water .'l' .nally, . schools remam closed m lh:e 
suspect that he did so at the urgtng of .j was ingested by those who later ,occu- . warm months only because of tradl­
former Gov. Gaston Caperton. Sen. '.' pied the stage. . '.. lion. " 
~obert C. Byrd may have had a ~and ;; . . Fjnally ,President Cbnt(m ~ved Has the lime ~mewhen we.~ no 
m the matter. '. .' ; ..... :on the Scene. He was acco~panled~y longer let ,expensIVe school bu~ldings 

; .. Frankly •. I.~:ly: d,~~ t ;w.ant m Gov. Cecil Underwooda~~ ,wlfe::. sit idle for several months dunng the 
.take.the.~mefO &O~,ee,.0Pt ~hief e~-' -~"?;,·--c·,, ..' ; ,year?

ecu~IV~, but for some. reason I felt,lt /.. . Hc;jvah, ·U.S; Education SecretaI)' ',," , ••• 
was my dOtym beain()n~ th~ crowd. .', Riiey, former Gov. Gaston Capert?n,:" '.! LastSaturday,yourwtiterattend~ 
After all, &n. Byrd hi1U given me r HouseofDelegatesSpeakerBob~ .: the West, Virginia Strawberry Festl­
three tickets to the event and Gov. . Senate President Earl Ray Tomblin; ... valthat is held each spring in the city 
Cecil'Underwood had provided me Secretary ofState Ken Hechler. state. of Buckhannon. . . 
with one. Also, this would be the first ,Treasurer ),9bn Peniue and stat~§en.;.. .i '. While waiting for ~e parade to 
time I would see a President in per: ~l'nimiU"GJ18iin-:-~.l!8~'';:~ .:,,·Z.7 .~tart, I had a chance to talk with sev­
son. ..:' W~tVirginia~scon~I~~al d<?l~ ietal state office holders. . 

Standing in an arm-to-arm crowd, ;egation w8s11bableto. a~na because I talked with state Tre.asurer John 
under a searing sun, for over three . Congress was in ~SSIOl'!. " . . Perdue. . Perdue intends to. run for 
hOIJts-while waiting for the Presi- .• Clintonlooked youn~e.r and.thin-. governor at some po~t in,the future. 
den't to arrive-convinced me that I nerthanhedoesontelevlslon. Tome Perdue servedas'chlefatd to former 
had been over-patriotic, but it was too he looked like a movie star that u.d 
late to escape~ The huge· crowd had been cast to playa baseball player lD , 

me hemmed in. a majot movie. '. . :. . . . 
The only way out was m· faint. . . When Clinton introduced Gaston 


When this happened, paramedics Caperton he called him. "my g~ 

would fight their way to the prostrate friend," Caperton arrived at ~e a~-
body. place it on a .stretcher and re- . port with Clinton on the presldentlal 

'move it m a shaded area. . . plane. . . . . , ' 

. I was rooted within a dozen steps' . . When Clinton '.named West 

. 	of the speaker's podium. Only a rope Virginia's congressional detegation; 

fence and secret service agents pre- he failed· to mention Congressman 

vented me from tliking Ii. seat on the . Bob Wise, This couldn't have made 

small wooden stage. . the. "dogger" from Charleston ~oO. . 


The only thing we had to watch happy'. ..'. '.. r ., 

was the secret service agents as they Gov. UnderwoodandhlSwifewere 


. talked on their small radios and scur- " the only Republicans on· the. stage 

ried about t,rying mlook busy" . ..~hen Clinton gave his short speech, ..... 


.'~. __ .w _........ 


, ",,' 



••• 

••• 
••• 

Gov.G3stonCapertonduringtheei~t 
years that CapertonserVed as our gov­
ernor. Perdue always treated this 
writer very well. 

'As Perdue told me last Saturday, 
Caperton funneled a lot ofmoney into 
Upshur County during his lW() terms 
as our governor. 

Caperton and Perdue treated Up­
shur County very well during their 
years in office. Let's hope that the 

,.Underwood administration will con­
tinue to help a small rural county that 
h~ ,a lot GO~,..,~i~~S~".;" c!(,,~ '''~f.'-,'''!Ttf.·.,.',1 

,:'~ .." ':, ,'_·;'~i ,. 
appealing 'a court's'1'111inI tbat.~·,· 
program is unconstitutional. ' 

'The 1~ Ohio District, ~,of 
Appeals lastweek ruled tbattb~P{lr 
gram violated constitutional guaran­
tees of 5epaiation ofchurch and SUIte 

I . J':. 
because 80 percent of. the S3~lYI ; 
in the program are affiliated wifb.-f.; 
religion." " '.~.~.. 

Ohio was the first state in~ the ~':'... 
tion to fund a voucher prognun ~at i 
includes religious schools." , :~':.......' 

, The state and voucher SUppor:tt:~1. 
saY,.tpey'p,,~ to ask the Ohio Supreq:ic(, 

, happy: 'h~aithv~3iid coni'eri~JriS"be'al~: 
ways does. He is tfuiy a remarkaole 
man. 

Term limits for California law­
makers, approved by voters in 1990, 
were ruled unconstitutional last week 
by a federal judge. , 

U.S. District Judge Claudia 
Wilkem said the California initiative, 
Proposition 140, went too far by im- , 
posing a lifetime ban on lawmakers 
who have reached t,heir term limits­
three two-year tenus in the Assem­
bly, two four-year terms in the state 
Senate. , , 

"California's exttemeversion of 
term limits impose a severe burden on 
the right of its citizens to vote for 
candidates of their choice," Wilken 
wrote. 

She agreed to suspend her ruling 
during the state's appeal. Thatprob­
ably means term limi~ will remain in 
effect for the 1998 elections. 

Attorney General Dan Lungren 
,whose office defended the'initiative, 
said he was disappointed that ~the 
clear will of California voters" bad 
been overturned. 

"Today~s decision fuels the frus­
tration citizens harbor toward a judi:' 
ciary that all too often extinguishes 
their clear manda~s," Lungren said 
in a statement. ' 

This case will be watched very 

carefully by voters in other states that 

favor term limits. ' 


Supporters of an Ohio state pro· 
gram that gives poor parents vouch­
ers to send their children to private 
schools - religious or' not -:- are 

rajeJ]t~~t~~~~~m!!ll~:'~~:t~~:~~:-~=~: ~~1.~: 

gram is funded through the 199't;9g 
schooi year. ' , " " ,'., 

, . "..... ­' ..:~: 
Gov. UnderW09d arid legislalM: 


leaders worked very Well toge!~er ~ 

during this year's regular sessioo:'Of 

t~e Legislature.' ",' .::::: 


. F?re~ample.Und~~ 
, ehmmatmg the tax on mtangIbleP!O.,p;:; 
erty. such as bon~andS()mebusme«s'i
accounts.'>'« ' r. 

, Lawmakersagreedtoeliminatethe ' 
tax, which would cost the S5 counti~,. 
about $16 million a year, buiphasll!if 
in over five years. Senate Finance 
CbairmanOshel ~raigo, D-:P.u~, 
said growth in property~ w4dl~ 
make up the difference' so counties 
would not have to make, cuts... ' 

.But two major bills Uliderwopd , 
backed failed. ' " ,,' " , .",.c. 

They' would havct ailowed ,'ib~" 
Greenbrier to open a casino and ~;' 
lowed companies to investigaie i!tc:ir 
own compliance with environmen~r 
laws and keep the results secret J,":; 

Underwood says bothbills are~. 
nomic development issues. ' " >:;.... 


, .. 

Thanks to an increased state "y~, 
eDue estimate, Gov. Underwood wiS' 
able to get a class of 2S state troop¢is: 
included in the 1997:981:>udgetat Ii 
cost of about $1.7million. Underwood 
was responsible for acquiring' Ui~' 
funds by raising the amount of SUI:­

plus predicted for the current budget.' :, i 

Here is another Burma-Shave : 
jungle ... ~ther was uSed•••jJy Daniel : 
Boone ... He lived.,~I00years...too: 
soon ... Burma Shave. ' 

. i . 

,I 
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I 
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Mastering the Basics: Reaching for High Standards .in Reading & Math 

Tonight, I issue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt 
high national standards,_ and by 1999, every state should test every . 
4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in math to make sure 
these standards are met President Clinton. State of the Union Address, 

February 4, 1997 

STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE AND DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL IN OUR 
SCHOOLS. Strong schools with clear standards of achievement and discipline are essential to our 
children and our society. These standards are needed to help instill the skills, fundamental American 
values, and hard work that our children need to get on the righttrack. Toward that end we must 
establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in the basics 
and core subjects. 

A CHALLENGE TO EVERY STATE: MAKE SURE EVERY STUD.ENT MASTERS THE 
BASICS IN READING AND MATH. Every student should be able to read well and independently 
by the end of3rd grade and start of4th grade. And every student should understand the basics ofmath, 
including algebra and even some geometry, by the end of8th grade. Reading and math skills provide 
the foundation for future learning. Research shows that students who fail to read English well by the 
end ofgrade 3 have a greater likelihood ofdropping out and risk a diminished chance ofsuccess in 
school and in life. Students who master the basics ofmath, including the essentials of algebra and 
some geometry, by the end ofgrade 8 have the foundation to take tough math and science courses in 
high school to prepare for college and high-skills jobs. 

NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH GRADE MATH. Parents need to 
know that students have mastered the basics no matter where they live or move in this great country. 
The U.S. Department ofEducation will give every state and school district the opportunity to use the 

. voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade math, beginning in 1999. These rigorous 
tests will provide scores for individual students, measured against widely accepted standards of 
excellence - ~ national and international standards - - that show whether students have mastered critical 

, basic skills. This will be the first time rigorous tests ofreading skills at grade 4 and math knowledge 
and skills at grade 8, tied to national standards, are available to measure individual student performance 
throughout the nation. 

Every parent has the right to know how well his or her child is doing compared with students in other 
schools, states, and countries. These tests will help states and local commuriities.raise standards of 
excellence for teaching and learniD.g in every classroom, and provide parents with accurate information 
about their children's academic performance. 

WIDELY RECOGNIZED TESTS LINKED TO WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS. These new tests will be based on existing widely accepted 
tests: the National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP) 4th grade reading and 8th grade math 

. tests. In addition. the 8th grade math test will be linked to the 8th grade math test used in the Third 
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). Currently, the NAEP and TIMSS tests are 
used to assess the overall performance of the nation as a whole and of interested states. In their current 
form, they cannot be used to measure the academic performance of individual students. 



The NAEP reading and math tests are based on widely accepted content standards -- developed 
by teachers~ reading and math specialists, cuniculum specialists, parents, and researchers -­
reflecting a national conseIJSus on what students should know and be able to do when they reach 
the 4th grade in reading and the 8th grade in math. The NAEP math standards are highly 
consistent with the national math standards developed by the National Council ofTeachers of 
Mathematics (NCTM), which are used extensively by virtually every state. 

The TIMSS test is also based on widely accepted content standards -- in this case developed by 
the representatives of the 41 participating countries - reflecting an international consensus on 
what students should know and be able to do in mathematics by 8th grade. 

A NEW GENERATION OF TESTS MEASURING PERFORMANCE OF INDIVIDUAL 
STUDENTS AS WELL AS STATES•. The current NAEP and TIMSS tests are designed to 
assess how the entire nation, or individual states, perform in reading and math. They do not show 
how individual students perform..The tests are administered to a sample of students in 
participating states, rather than to all students. Each student in the sample takes only a portion of 
the total test questions. As a result, no student or parent currently receives a score from these 
tests. 

President Clinton's plan is to make this opportunity ofhigh quality 4th grade reading and 8th 
grade math tests available. to interested schools and states so that students, parents, and teachers 
will have meaningful scores comparing individual student performance to these widely accepted . 
national and international standards. No state or district will be required to give these tests as a 
condition ofreceiving federal funding. 

THESE TESTS Wll.L BE RIGOROUS AND CHALLENGING; Though the focus is on 
basic skills, these tests are challenging, not low level. While many U.S. fourth graders perform 

. reasonably well minternational comparisons ofreading, 40 percent ofour students do not reach 
the IibaSic" achievement level on the NAEP reading assessment. In TIMSS, the U.S. average 
score is below the mternational average in the 8th grade, and only 5 percent ofU.8. eighth.grade 
students score in the top ·10 percent internationally. ' 

THESE TESTS Wll.L ASSIST TEACHERS, PARENTS, STUDENTS, AND LOCAL AND 
STATE LEADERS. While most states assess their students in reading and math, they 
generally set their proficiency levels lower than the challenging levels in NAEPand currently do 
not have available information to compare their students' performance against other states or 
countries. These voluntary national tests will give parents and communities reliable benchmarks 

• for determining how well their students are progressing toward challenging national standards. 
These new standard measures ofexcellence can help parents hold schools accountable for 
improved performance, can help teachers and principals improve cuniculumand instruction, and 
can give students a guide for charting their own progress. They can identify students and. schools 
that need extra help. 



DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS. The new tests will be based 
on the widely used NAEP assessments, but will measure the performance of individual students 
and schools. The U.S. Department ofEducation will contract with independent test developers to 
produce the new tests, which will be available for the first time in the spring of 1999. The tests 

will be updated each year and released to the public after "each administration. Guidance for the 

test development will come from the most successful math and reading teachers from across the 


. country, parents, governors, and local and state education, civic and business leaders. Interested 

test publishers, states, and local school districts will be licensed to administer the tests each year. 

Individual test scores will nQ1 be collected by the federal government 

States and school districts can administer the tests as part oftheir local testing program. After 
each administration, the entire tests (along with answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will 
be released to the education community. At that time, the tests along with supporting materials 
will be available on the Internet so that students, parents and·teachers can know what is expected 
to reach standards ofexcellence in reading and math. New tests each year will keep the content 
ofthe tests current. These tests will help show who needs extra help, what changes schools need 
. to make in teaching and the curriculum, and which schools need to be improved. 

The total cost ofdevelopmg the tests will be between $10 - 12 million annually. The Department 
ofEducation intends to reimburse licensees (for example,. states, school districts and testing . 
companies) that wish to administer the new tests. The costs ofadministration are estimated at 
$10 to $12 per student. 



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY READING INDEPENDENTLY? 


At the end ofthird grade, students are expected to be able to read well and independently. This 
means that they should have mastered the basics of reading to the point that they can easily change 
the letters on the page into words, the words into sentences, and the sentences into ideas. To 
measure this at the 4th grade level the voluntary national test of reading will be based on the 
National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP) framework The NAEP framework 
identifies three standards of performance--basic, proficient, and advanced: 

BAsIC. At the 4th grade, a child who is at the basic level can recognize most, ifnot all, ofthe 
words .on the page, understand the questions being asked, and identify important relevant 
information. .NAEP defines the basic level in the following way: "The student demonstrates 
partial mastery ofthe pt;erequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for proficient work at 
each grade." . , . 

PROFIOENT. At the 4th grade, a child who is proficient canreadfluently (quick1; recognizing 
the words on the page), sununarize the passage, pick out specific information, add other 
information about the topic to what is read in order to answer questions, and describe the ways the 
author presented the information (giving examples, presenting a chronology, creating metaphors, 
etc.) According to'NAEP, proficient students are described as follows: "The student can do solid' 
academic performance for each grade assessed. The student demonstrates competency with . 
challenging subject matter; including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to 
real world situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter." 

ADVANCED. At the 4th grade, a child who is advanced can not only read fluently and do 
evetything the proficient reader does, but can also provide a more detailed and thoughtful 
explanation. According to the NAEP definition ofadvanced, "The student demonstrates superior 
performance;"· . 

MEETING NATIONAL STANDARDS IN FOURTH GRADE READING: HOW 
AMERICA IS DOING. According to the 1994 NAEP 4th grade reading exam, American students 
are not reading as well as they should. The information listed below shows the percentage of 
students achieving at each ofthe NAEP standards ofperformance. 

Below Basic 40% 
Basic 30% 
Proficient 23% 
Advanced 7% 

QUESTION FORMAT. To reach these achievement levels on NAEP, students must read an 
entire story, article, or textbook selection and answer thought-provoking questions designed to tap 
their understanding ofthe passage, the question, and information from outside sources. There are 
three question formats-multiple choice, short constructed response, and extended constructed 
response. Student achievement levels are based on consistency ofperformance across the three 
formats. 



This example used from E. B. White's Charlotte's Web typifies what students at the 4th 
grade should be expected to do as independent readers. 

, A Sample Passage 
from 

. Charlotte's Web by E. B. White 

Having promised Wilbur that she would save his life, she was determined to keep 
her promise. Charlotte was naturally patient. She knew from experience that ifshe 
waited long enough, a fly would come to her web; and she felt sure that ifshe thought 
long enough about WIlber's problem, an idea would come to her mind. Finally, one 
morning toward the middle of July, the idea came. "Why how perfectly simplel" she 
.said to herself. "The way to save WIlbur's life istoplay a trick on Zuckerman. If! can 
fool a bug," thought Charlotte, "I can surelyfool a man. People are not as smart as 

. bugs." 

A Sample Question based on the NAEP Framework 

Based on this paragraph, how would you describe Charlotte to a friend? Include evidence from the 
passage to support your description. 

BASIC: Students at the basic level would be able to listcharacteristics that are described in the 

paragraph. For example they might write any of the following traits to describe Charlotte: 


keeps her promise 

patient 

confident 

clever, smart 


PROFIOENT: Students at the proficient level might list one or more of the above characteristics 
and make reference to a particular sentence in the passage. For example, they might write: 

Charlotte works hard to keep her promise. At the beginning ofthe paragraph she made a 
promise to Wilbur and by the end ofthe paragraph she figured out how to do it. 
Charlotte was going to play a trick on Zuckerman. . 

ADVANCED: Students at the advanced level would include more than one characteristic and 

provide a more thoughtful and detailed explanation. For example, they might write: 


Charlotte was a loyal friend who kept her word. She was also very clever. In this 
paragraph Charlotte thinks about how she can keep her promise to save Wilbur's life by 
tricking Zuckerman. Her idea gives her, the small spider, a way to outsmart Zuckerman 
who is much larger than she is. 

I 



An example drawn from the 4th grade NAEP Reading Assessment 

Amanda Clement: The Umpire in a Skirt 
Marilyn Kratz 

It was a hot Sunday afternoon in 
Hawarden, a small town in western Iowa. 
Amanda Clement was sixteen years old. She sat 
quietly in the grandstand with her mother, but 
she' imagined herself right out· there on the 
baseball diamond with the players. Back home 
in Hudson, South Dakota, her brother' Hankand 
his friends often asked her to umpire games. 
Sometimes she was even allowed to play first 
base. ' 

Today, Mandy, as she was called, could 
only sit and watch Hank pitch. for Renville 
against Hawarden. The year was 1904, and girls 
were not supposed to participate in sports. But 
when. the umpire for the preliminary game 
between two local teams didn't arrive, Hank 
asked Mandy to make the calls. 

Mrs. Clement didn't want her daughter 
to umpire a public event, but at last Hank and 
Mandy persuaded her to give her consent. 
Mandy eagerly took her position behind the . 
pitcher's mound. Because only one umpire was 
used in those days, she had to call plays on the 
four bases as well as strikes and balls. 

Mandy was five feet ten inches tall and ' 
looked very impressive as she accurately called 
the plays. She did so well that the players for 
the big game asked her . to umpire for 
them-with payl 

Mrs. Clement was shocked at that idea. 
But Mandy finally persuaded her mother to 
allow her to do it Amanda Clement became the 
first paid woman baseball umpire on record. 

Mandy's fame spread quickly. Before 
long, she was umpiring games in North and 
South Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, and Nebraska. 
Flyers sent out to announce upcoming games, 
called Mandy the "World Champion Woman 
Umpire:' Her uniform was a long blue skirt, a 
black necktie, and a white blouse with UMPS 
stenciled across the front. Mandy kept her long 
dark hair tucked inside a peaked cap. She 
commanded respect and attention-players 

never said, "Kill the wnpirel" They argued 
more politely asking, "Beg your pardon, Miss 
Umpire, but wasn't that one a bit high?" 

/ Mandy is recognized in the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York; the 
Women's Sports Hall of Fame; and the 
Women's Sports Foundation in San Francisco, 
California. In 1912 she held the world record 
for a women throwing a baseball: 279 feet. 

. . Mandy's earnings for her work as an 
wnpire came in especially handy. She. put 
herself through college and became a teacher 
and coach, organizing teams and encouraging 
athletes wherever she lived. .Mandy died in 
1971. People who knew her remember her for 
her work as an umpire, teacher, and coach, and . 
because she loved helping people as much as 
she loved sports. '. 

Source: "Amanda CleI,Dent: The Umpire in a Skirt" 
by Marilyn Kratz, Copyright 1987 by Carns 
Corporation. Reprinted by permission. . 



Sample NAEP Questions on Amanda Clement: The Umpire in a Skirt 


Multiple choice item 


The information in the passage is presented mainly by 


A. comparing Mandy to other . C. describing the game ofbaseball 

umpires 


B. . discussing important events . D. providing details about life in the early 

in Mandy's life 1900s 


Answer: The correct answer is B. discussing important events in Mandy's life. 
, (494'10 of students answered correctly) . 

Short constructed response items (scored as acceptable or unacceptable) 


What was Hank's role in Mandy's early career? (42% wrote acceptable answers) 


Hank askedMandy to umpire his game first. When people saw how good she was, they wanted her 
to umpire their games till Mandy was famous. 

Extended constructed response items (scored as unsatisfactory, partial, essential or extensive) 

If she were alive today, what question would you like to ask Mandy about her career? Explain why the 
answer to your question would be important to know. 

Partial: shows some understanding ofthe passage and the question but does not provide all the 
I . 

necessary information or evidence. (83% wrote partial or better answers) 

I would ask her how itfelt to be thefirst woman baseballplayer, to help other people go into sports 
. and no mat(er what anybody said just to keep on going. 

Essential: demonstrates understanding ofthe passage and question while providing all required 

information. (33% wrote essential or better answers) 


Why did you like being umpire? It would be important, because we wouldn't know why she liked 
being umpire, when girls weren '(supposed toplay sports. Unless somebody asked her that 
question, we would neverfind out. 

Extensive: demonstrates a richer understanding of the passage, the context, and relevant information 

from other sources. (2% wrote extensive answers) 


I would ask ifMandy had a hard time with other people because she was a girl 
and participated in sports. The answer would be important because I do not think it was fair 
that girls did not play sports like baseball, hockey, basketball,and football a long time ago. 
Also it would be important because somebody else's answer would probably be different from 
Mandy'S. 



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY CHALLENGING MATH? 


By the end ofeighth grade, students should be learning algebra, geometIy, probability and estimation and 
using the basic skills of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to solve problems. Students should 
be able to use the basics to solve more complex problems requiring multiple steps.. 

The items below illustrate the type ofmathematics that 8th graders should be expected to understand. 
When noted, items are taken from the National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP) and the Third 
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). 

SAMPLE ITEMS: 

The Fuel Tank. 

Question: A car has a fuel tank that holds IS gallons of fuel. The car consumes 5 gallons offuel for 
every 100 miles driven. A trip of250 miles was started with a full tank offuel. How much fuel 
remained in the tank at the ~nd ofthe trip? 

A. 2.5 gallons C. 17.5 gallons 
B. 12.5 gallons D. 5.0 gallonS 

Answer: A. 2:5 gallons 

Mathematics Tested . . 
This question requires stuqents to understand numbers in context and to use logical thinkins. and 
basic arithmetic and fractions and decimals to determine the answer. Responding correctly requires a 
two step analysis': first determining how much fuel was used, and then how much remains. 

Many U.S. eighth-grade students have difficulty with multi-step problems. They often use a single­
step approach which yields an incorrect answer. This use ofsingle-step strategies may be due to a 
less-than-thoughtful approach to problem-solving, an inability to deal with more than one condition 
in a context, or poorly developed reading skills. In answering this problem, many American students 
would be likely to C?hoose B. as the correct answer B the amount offuel used rather than the amount 
remmmng. 

Using arithmetic in two step solutions is a commonly used skill necessruy for tasks as diverse as 
comparison shopping and budgeting. 

Results 

Percentage of students answering correctly a similar TIMSS item: 


United States: 34% 

Korea: 50% 

Singapore: 70% 




Area of a Rectangle (TIMSS) 

Question: The length of a rectangle is 6 cm and its perimeter is 16 cm. What is the area of the 
rectangle in square centimeters? 

Answer: The area of the rectangle is 12 square centimeters. 

Mathematics Tested 
This geomeby problem requires students to understand the properties of rectangles and the important 
concepts of perimeter and area. These fundamental concepts ofgeomeby and measurement are skills 
needed by all citizens for every day tasks such as home improvement as well as for a wide variety of 
careers such as carpenby, architecture and engineering. The problem also requires students to do two 
step problem-solving: first fInding the width of the rectangle from the information given and then 

.determining the area ofthe rectangle from its length and width. 

International Results 
Singapore 86% 
Korea 66% 
Japan 65% 
International Average 40% 
U.S. 22% 

Treena's Budget (NAEP 1992) 

Question: This question requires you to show all work and explain your answer. Your answer should 
be clear enough so that another person could read it and understand your answer. 

Treena won a 7-day scholarship worth $1000 to the Pro Shot Basketball Camp. Round-trip expenses to 
the camp are $335 by air or $125 by train. At the camp she must choose between a week of individual 
instruction at $60 per day or a week ofgroup instruction at $40 per day. Treena I s food and other 
expenses are fixed at $45 per day. Ifshe does not plan to spend any money other than scholarship, what 
are all choices oftravel and instruction plans that she could afford to make? Explain your reasoning . 

. Answer: A correct solution to this question shows what the tllI'ee possible options are and 
includes supporting work for each option. An example of a correct solution is attached. 

Mathematics Tested 
This question requires students to understand the meaning ofnumbers in context and use everyday logic 
to develop the choices Treena has for travel and instruction plans within her budget. Students must also 
determine what arithmetic processes.to use to determine the cost of each choice and then to use basic 
arithmetic to compare the total cost for each alternative, compare the costs to her total budget, and 
determine how many choices fit her budget. 

IdentifYing relevant numerical information and then using it in multi-step problem-solving is essential to 
. real life activities such as creating a family budget or a small business plan. 

U.S. National Results 

Percent ofstudents able to identify all 3 correct budget options: 2% 

Percent of students able to identify 1 or 2 correct budget options: 17010 

Percent of students able to identify D.Q correct budget options: 81 % 


http:processes.to


Treena's Budget: The correct solution indicates what the three possible options are 
and includes supporting work for each option. 
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FORM U-43 6 .. 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


CHARLESTON 


DATE May 29, 1997 

THE ATTACHED PAPERS ARE REFERRED 


TO __~~~~~~____________________________Mike Cohen 

BY Henry Marockie 
__PLEASE NOTE AND FILE. 


__PLEASE NOTE AND RETURN TO ME. 


___ PLEASE NOTE AND SEE ME ABOUT THIS_A.M._P.M. 


__PLEASE ANSWER. SENDING ME COpy OF YOUR LETTER. 


__PLEASt PREPARE REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE. 


__PLEASE TAKE CHARGE OF THIS. 


__TO BE SIGNED. 


__IMMEDIATE ACTION DESIRED. 


__FOR YOUR APPROVAL. 


__FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 


__YOUR COMMEWTS. PLEASE. 


__PLEASE CALL TELEPHONE NO._________ 


__YOU HAVE AN APPOINTMENT TO SEE 


AT ________________________________ 

REMARKS; Sorry - neglected to enel asp 

this with natp' 
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