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Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Math , A. Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards 

Tonight, I issue a challenge to, the nation: Every state should adopt high national 
standards, arid by I999, every state should test every 4th grader in reading and every 
8th grader inmath to make sure these standards are met. 

President Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1997 

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND, 
DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards 
, are needed to help instill the skills, American values, and encouragement for hard work that our 
children need to succeed in school and in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful 
standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in the basic subjects of 
reading and mathematics. 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS~ AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT, 
,EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and 
geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows 
tha,t students who fail to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of 
dropping out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the 
basics of mathematics by the end of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough , 
mathematics and sciel!ce courses in high school which in turn prepare them for college and better 
jobs; 

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where 
we need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), 40 percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the "basic" achievement level: Inthe 
Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), U.S. 4th graders score above 
average in math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in , 
mathematics, and only 5 percent ofU.S. eighth gradestuclents score in the top 10 percent 
internationally. ' 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students 'have mastered the basics no 
matter where they live or, move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their 
children are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give 
parents this information, the U.S. Department of Education is offering every state and school 
district the opportunity to use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
mathematics, beginning in 1999. These rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time, 
scores for individual students, measUred against widely accepted national and international 
standards of excellence. They will give states, local communities, tea.chers and parents the kind 
of accurate information they need to help students master basic and advanced skills and 
strengthen academic performance. 

- more­



NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and 
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent 
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, apd ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher 
in every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to 
support these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and 
communities are aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That. is why these national tests 
are already spurring a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen 
student achievement in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to 
improve reading. The mathematics and science community, engineers and business leaders are 
working to improve mathematics teaching and leaming. To assist parents, teachers, principals. 
and communities in using the tests effectively, the U.S. Department of Education, the National 
Science Foundation and others are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents 
and teachers on how to prepare to meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve 
education, and what high standards in reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, 

. every year the entire test (along with answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be 
released to the public and available on the Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can 
know what is expected for students to reach standards of excellence. 

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will 
be modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are 
based on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics 
specialists, curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national 
consensus of what students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages 
of learning. . 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current . 
NAEP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual 
states perform in reading and mathematics. A ~ery small percentage of students participate in 
NAEP, and no parents know how their own children do-on this test. In contrast, the voluntary 
national tests will provide students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare' 
individual student performance to widely accepted national and international standards and to 
identify students and schools that need extra help. These standard measures of excellence will . 
help parents hold schools accountable for improved performance; help teachers and principals 
improve curriculum and instruction, and give students a guide for charting their own progress. 

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS. The U.S. Department of 
Education will contract with independent test developers to produce the new tests, which will be 
available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Guidance for test 
development will come from the most successful mathematics and reading teachers, parents, '. 
governors, and local and state education, civic .and business leaders. Interested test publishers? 
states, and local school districts will be -licensed to administer the tests each year. Individual test 
scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide 
how to use the data. Each test will require approximately 90 minutes oftotal testing time. States 
and school districts can administer the tests as part of their local testing programs. 

For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests . July 7, 1997 

http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests
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VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN READING'AND'MATHEMATICS 


A STRATEGY to MASTER THE BASICS AND REACH HIGH STANDARDS 


STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND 
DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards 
are needed to help instill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to 
succeed in school and in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what 
students should be expected to learn and achieve in the basic. subjects of reading and 
mathematics. 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS,AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and 
geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows 
that students who fail to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of 
dropping out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the 
basics of mathematics by the end of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough 
mathematics and science courses in high school which in turn prepare them for college and better 
jobs. 

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where 
we need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), 40 percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the "basic" achievement level. In the 
Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the US. 4th graders score above 
average in math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in 
mathematics, and only 5 percent of US. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent 
internationally. 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no 
matter where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their 
children are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give 
parents this information, the US. Department of Education is prepared to offer every state and 
school district the opportunity to use voluntary national tests of4th grade reading and 8th grade 
mathematics, beginning in 1999. These' rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time, 
scores for individual students, measured against widely accepted national and international 
standards of excellence. They will give states, local communities, tea<:hers and parents the kind 
of accurate information they need to help students master basic and advanced skills and 
strengthen academic performance. 

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will 
be modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are 
based. on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics 
'specialists, curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national 
consensus of what students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages 
of learning. The voluntary n~tional tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, 
linked to TIMSS, so that scores can be compared to national and international standards. The 
Department has proposed that Congress authorize the bipartisan National Assessment Governing 
Board to set policy for the tests as they do for NAEP. 
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NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. . Schools and 
communities are already working hard at educational improvement~ they are committed to parent 
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher 
in every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states' and communities to 
support these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools arid 
communities are aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests 
are already spurring a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen 
student achievement in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to 
improve reading. The mathematics and science community, engineers and business leaders are 
working to improve mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals 
~d communities in using the tests effectively, the U.S. Department of Education, the National 
Science Foundation and others are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents 
and teachers on how to prepare to meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve 
education, and what high standards in reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, 
every -year the entire test (along with answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be 
released to the public and available on the Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can 
know what is expected for students to reach standards of excellence. 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current 
NAEP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual 
states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents 
know how their own children do on this. test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide 
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student perfo,rmance 
to widely accepted national and ,international standards and to identify students and schools that 
need extra help. These standard measures of excellence will help. parents hold schools 
accountable for improved performance, help teachers and principals improve curriculum and 
instruction, and give students a guide for charting their own progress, 

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS. The U.S. Department of 
Education has contracted with educational research firms and test publishers to develop the tests 
which will be available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Guidance 
for test development has come from the most successful mathematics and reading teachers, 
parents,' governors, and local .and state education, civic and business leaders. 

Individual test scores will not be collected by the federal government~ state and local school 
districts will decide how to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to 
administer the tests as part of their local testing programs, 

For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov!nationilltests! August 28, 
1997 

http://www.ed.gov!nationilltests
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" " Tonight, II ssue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national, , 
standards, and by 1999. every state should test every 4th grader in reading and 
every 8th rader in math to make sure these standards are met" ' , 

,President Bill Clinton 
, ' 1997 State of the Union Address 

SlRONG SCHOOLS, CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE , , I ' 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO !pUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to help 
'instill the skills and encoaragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school'and in 

, life. Toward that end we'must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected 
to learn and achieve in t~e basic subjects of reading and mathematics. 

, .. 
A CHALLENGE TO fARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT STERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade and' mastering mathematics ." including the foundations' of algebra and 
geometry - by grade 8e the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that 
students who fail to lea I to read English well by the end ofgrade 3 are at greater risk of dropping 
out and facing diminiSfd success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of 
mathematics by the end J grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and scienc~ 
courses in high school ~ hich in tum prepare them for college and better jobs. ' , 

. it . 

While our students have ~een making progress in reading and mathematics"we are not yet where we' 
need to be as a nation, ~ccording to the National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP), 40 
percent of our 4th gr4de students' do not reach the "basic" achievement level. In the Third 
International Mathematid~ and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average in 
math and science, How~ver, our 8th graders score below the international average in mathematics, 
and only 5 percent ofUIS. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent internationally, ;, 

H 
RIGoROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter 
where they live or move iP this country. And they have the right to know how well their children are 
doing compared with s~dents in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this 
information, the U.S. DeE'1 artment ofEducation is prepared to offer every state and school district the 
opportunity to use volun national tests of4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics, beginning 
in 1999. These rigoroultests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual students, 
measured against widely!rccepted national and international standards ofexcellence. They will give 
states, local communiti~s, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need to help 
students master basic a~d advanced skills and strengthen academic performance. ' 

!I 
, TESTS BASED ON W~ELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be 
modeled on the N~P ill 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based 
on widely accepted stari~ards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists, 
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus ofwhat 
students should know and be able' to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The 
voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case ofmathematics, linked to TIMSS, 
so that scores can be compared to national and even international standards. As proposed by the 

. . .' 



D~partment ofEducati~n, the Senate has voted to authorize the bipartisan, independent National 
~ ASsessment Governing ~oard to set policy for the national tests as it does for NAEP, insuring the 

; integrity of the new tes(~. '.
II . , ' , 

A NATIONAL EFFJRT TO IMPROVE 'THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and 
communities are alread~ working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent 
involvement, getting tec~ology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher in 
every classroom. The" ederal government provides funding to states and communities to support 
these efforts. But these orts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are 
aiming at clear, high stan ' ards of achievement. . That is why these national tests are already spurring 
a renewed nation-wide e ort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement in 
these core subjects. R ading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The 
mathematics and scien e' community, , engineers and business leaders are working to improve 
mathematics teaching an learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using 
the tests effectively, the ,.S. Department ofEducation, the National Science Foundation and others 
are developing a tool ch st that includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to 
meet these high standardl 

, how to use test results to improve education, and what high standards in 
reading and mathemati s look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with 
answers, scoring guide

l 
' and other materials) will be released to the public and available on the 

Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can know what is expected for students to reach 
standards ofexcellence,!: " 

.i 

'i 
TOOLS FOR PARE~TS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current 
'NAEP is designed to a~sess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual 
states perform.in readi~? and mathem~tics. Not all students participate in ~AEP, and ~o pare~ts 
know how their ownclli,ldren do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary natlonal tests Will prOVide 
students, parents, and t~achers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance 
to widely accepted natio~al and international standards and to identifY students and schools that need 
extra help. These stan41ard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools accountable for 
improved performance~1 elp teachers and principals improve curriculum and instruction, and give 
students a guide for ch ing their own progress. .' '. 

The tests will be availab for the first time in the spring of 1999 and upd~ted each year. Individual 
test scores will not be co ected by the federal government; state and locatschool districts will decide 
how to use the data. Sates and school districts will have the option to administer the tests as part 
oftheir local testing ~r~rrams. ' • ' 

., 
For more information, visit the voluntary national tests web site at hup://www.ed.gov/nationaltestsl 

September 13, \997 
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VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN READING AND MATHEl\lATICS 


ASTRATEGY TO MASTER THE BASICS AND REACH HIGH STANDARDS 


'STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND 
DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are 
needed to help inStill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed 
in school and in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students 
should be expected to learn and achieve in the basic subjects of reading and mathematics. 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics •• including the foundations of algebra and 
geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that 
students who fail to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping 
out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of 
mathematics by the end ofgrade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and science 
courses in high school which in tum prepare them for college and better jobs. 

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we 
need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40 
percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the "basic" achievement level. In the Third 
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average 
in math and science. However. our 8th graders score below the international average in 
mathematics, and only' 5 'percent of U.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10_percent' 
.. , ' I ..* . ~'. 

mternatIOnally. " .' 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MA THEMA TICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter 
where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their children 
are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this 
information, the U.S. Department of Education is prepared to offer every state and school district 
the opportunity.to use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics: 
beginning in 1999. These rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual 
students, measured against widely accepted national and international standards ofexcellence. They 
will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need 
to help students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic performance. 

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be 
modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based 
on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists, 
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus ofwhat 
students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial' stages of learning. The 
voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, . 
so that scores can be compared to national and international standards. In a compromise with the 
Administration, the US Senate has passed an amendment to give the independent bipartisan National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) authority to make policy decisions for the voluntary national 
tests as it currently does for NAEP. 

September 22. 1997 
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NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and 

communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent 


, involvement. getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher 

. \ 

in every classroom. The federal government provides fimding to states and communities to support 
these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are 
aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests are already spurring 
a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement 
in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The 
mathematics and science community, engineers and business leader,S are working to improve 
mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using 
the tests effectively, the U.S. Department of Education, the National Science Foundation and others 
are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to 
meet these high standards, how to Use test results to improve education, and what high standards in 
reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with 
answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be released to the public and available on the 
Internet so that students~ parents, and teachers can. know what is expected for students to reach 
standards ofexcellence. 

" TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR ~CHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES~ The current 
NAEP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual 
states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate' inNAEP, and no,parents 
know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide 
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance 
to widely accepted national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need 
extra help. These standard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools accountable for 
improved performance, help teachers and principals improve. curriculum and instruction, and give 
students a guide for charting their own progress. 

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THETESTS. The voluntary national test 
development contract was awarded to a group led by the American Institutes for Research. 
Subcontracting companies include some of the most resp~cted test publishers and research 
organizations in the country. The National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences 
will be awarded the voluntary national test evaluation contract to monitor and evaluate the 
development process and testing administration. Guidance for test development.has come from the 
most successful mathematics and reading teachers, parents, and local and,state education, civic and 
business leaders. 

Individual test scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts 
will decide how to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the 
tests as part of their local testing programs. The voluntary national tests will first be administered 
in the spring of 1999. 

.' . .. . 

For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/ 

2 September 22, 1997 
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TALKING POINTS FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

" 

The voluntary national tests for 4th grade reading in English and 8th grade math provide an 
opportunity for states and local school districts to gain valuable information about their students' 
academic achievement and will b~ a motivational tool to stimulate nationwide interest in ensuring 
all children master the basics. 

THE TESTS ARE VOLUNTARY 
• 	 States and local school districts, as well as private schools, have the opportunity to offer 

the tests to their students beginning in' the spring of 1999, but it is not mandatory. 
• 	 No state will be required to give these tests as a condition of receiving federal funding. 

THE TESTS ARE BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED, RIGOROUS STANDARDS 
.' The tests will be based on the widely respected National Assessment of Educational 

Progress (NAEP. also known as the Nation's Report Card) which is used in 43 states. 
• 	 NAEP's content frameworks and performance standards are widely accepted and were 

developed with strong input from teachers, curriculum experts, and state education 
officials. ' 

THE TESTS WILL GIVE PARENTS AND TEACHERS THE SAME INFORMATION 
THAT MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND POLICY MAKERS NOW RECEIVE 
• 	 Every year, when the NAEP results are released, Memb~rs of Congress receive important 

information about how ~ell the nation and the states are doing, to help decide how to 
improve our schools. Not one parent in America receives similar information about his 
or her own child compared to national standards of excellence. 

• 	 The volunt~ national tests will be different from NAEP by providing individual student 
inform~tion to parents and teachers; NAEP is a sample test designed to assess how well 
the nation and states perform. 

• 	 These tests will empower parents by providing them with the information they need to 
determine if their children are on track in the basic skills. With the information provided 
by these tests, the con~ersation around the dinner table can be as well informed as the 
conversation in: the hearing room -- and parents can act On behalf of their own children. 

THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS ARE NOT A NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
• 	 The voluntary national tests will help determine a child"s'academic achievement, but will 

not guide a national curriculum. 
• 	 The tests will provide information to parents and teachers about an individual student's 

performance and the local education authorities will determine how to use the results. 

THE 8TH GRADE TEST COVERS BASIC MATH AS WELL AS THE FOUNDATIONS 
OF GEOMETRY AND ALGEBRA, NOT THE SO-CALLED "WHOLE MATH" 
• 	 The voluntary national math test will help students to master the basic skills in math. ' 
• 	 In addition, it will also expect that students master much more challenging material based 

on tough demanding standards including the foundations of algebra and geometry. 
• 	 International research shows that most other industrialized nations introduce,their students 

to algebra and geometry much earlier than the United States. 
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UNDER THE FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF EDUCATION, THE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION ALREADY HAS THE AUTHORITY TO DEVELOP THESE TESTS 
• 	 Former Secretary ·of Education Lamar Alexander used similar authority to develop 

vol untary national standards, without this kind of opposition from Congress. 

PREVENTING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FROM FUNDING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE TESTS PREVENTS PARENTS, STUDENTS; AND 
TEACHERS FROM. GETTING VALUABLE INFORMATION 
•. 	 Parents and teachers need this information to appropriately judge the progress of their 

students and the effectiveness of their school. 
• 	 Students allover the country will benefit from clearly defined and widely accepted 

national and international standards in basic skills. . ' 
• 	 States and local school districts enrolling 20% of America's 4th and 8th grade students 

have already chosen to participate in the voluntary national tests; denying funding would 
take away their opportunity to assess individual students, as well as state and local 
progress in achieving high standards. 

THIS SHOULD NOT BE A PARTISAN ISSUE; POLITICS SHOULD STOP AT THE 
SCHOOL HOUSE DOOR 
• 	 We. have demonstrated that we can make real progress for our children when w~ work 

together across party lines, as we have done with the balanced budget and with IDEA. 
We should work together in the same spiritto support voluntary national tests in'the basic 
skills. 

• 	 The American public strongly supports national standards and tests in the basic skills. 
They have the common sense to know that we need high national standards. A recent Phi 
Delta Kappa/Gallup poll indicated that 77% supported "national standards for measuring 
the academic performance of schools" and nearly 60% favored the plan for national 
achievement tests. 

• 	 This initiative has bipartisan support from states, business leaders, and education 
organizations (including the National Chamber of Commerc,e, Business Roundtable, 
National Alliance of Business, 240 high-tech CEO's, Coun-cil of Chief State School 
Office~s. National School Boards Association, Council ofGreat City Schools,' National 
Association of Elementary School Principals. Council for Exceptional Children. National 
Education Association,American Federation of Teachers, and the National Association 
of State Directors of Special Education).' 

STATES AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO PARTICIPATE 
• 	 Alaska. Kentucky. Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan. North Carolin~ and West Virginia 

• 	 The large urban school districts of Atlanta. GA; Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL ; 
Chicago, IL; Cincinnati. OH; Detroit, MJ; EI Paso, TX; Fresno, CA; Houston, TX; Long 

> 	 Beach, CA; Los,Angeles, CA; New York City, NY; Omaha, NE; Philadelphia, PA; San 
Antonio, TX; and Seattle, W A. . 

• 	 The Department of Defense schools will also participate. 
• 	 Together, these make up approximately 20 percent of all 4th and 8th grade students. 
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SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

The American public supports high national standards 

Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based on· rigorous national 
standards no matter where they live in this country. 

According to a national education survey, 84% of voters favor establishing meaningful 
standards for what students should be expected to learn in skills such as reading and math. 
77% of those surveyed are favorable towards national reading and math tests . 

. A recent Gallup poll shows that 77% favor national standards for measuring the academic 
performance of our students and nearly 60% favor the voluntary national tests. 

Support for Continued· Development of the voluntary national tests from the education 
community 

. . 
"Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no individual student test of 
reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in 
other states and in other nations. They need test results indicating whether their 
achievement is competitive with other students around the world. in short, students and 
families want to know what level of learning is required to reach the high standards 
necessary as we enter the 21 st century." Letter signed by the following: 

American Federation of Teachers Council for Exceptional Children 
Council for Chief State School Officers Council of the Great City Schools 
National Education Association National School Boards Association 
National Association of Elementary School Principals 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education 

Support for the voluntary national tests from the business community 

"The proposed standards and tests will help provide parents, students, educators and policy 
makers with the information they need to ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed 
in the 21 st century world and· workplace." 

Edwin Lupberger, U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee 

"The first step to improve education in the United States is to substantially raise academic 
standards and verify achievement through rigorous testing." Education Task 
Force of the Business Roundtable 

"The Alliance believes these voluntary tests could be used by state and local school districts 
to measure the progress of American students in these core subjects. The Alliance recently 
surveyed its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported the initiative to 
develop the voluntary national tests." 

National Alliance of Business 
more 
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"Every state should adopt high national standards, and by 1999~ every state should test every 
4th grader in reading and 8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met. 
President Clinton's national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted 
national benchmarks in reading and math against which states, school districts and parents 
can judge student performance." 

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Communications, and 
L. John Doerr. Partner in the firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers . 
on behalf of 240 technology. industry leaders in a bipartisan call for high national 

education standards in reading and math. 

August 29, 1997 



SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

The American Public Supports High National Standards. 

Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based ,on rigorous national standards 
no matter where they live in t~is country. 

A recent Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll shows that 67% favor using standardized national tests to 
. measure the achievement of students and 77% favor national standards for measuring the 
academic performance of our schools. 

t/ Educators Support Continued Development oiVoluratarY National Tests 

"Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no individual student test of reading or 
mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other states and 
in other nations. They need test results indicating whether their achievement is competitive with 
other students around the world. In short" students and families want to know what level of 
learning is required to reach the high standards necessary, as we enter the 21 st century." 
Letter signed by the following: 

American Federation ofTeachers Council for Exceptional Children 
Council for Chief State School Officers . Council ofthe Great City Schools 
National Education AssoCiation National School Boards Association 
National Association of Elementary School Principals 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education 

"For those states opting to participate in the program, it offers an unprecedented opportunity for 
individual students to compare their abilities with other students from across the nation ... We 
believe the states should be afforded the opportunity to decide for themselves whether to take part 
in these national assessments." 

Brenda Lilienthal WeIburn, Executive Director of the National Association of State 
Boards of Education 

"A voluntary national test would give teachers and parents the ability t~ measure their students 
and children against high national standards. Currently, there is no individual student test of 
reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other 
states and in other nations." . 

Gerald D. Morris 

Director ofLegislation, American Federation ofTeachers 


t/ Business Community Support for the Voluntary National Tests 

. "The proposed standards and tests will help provide parents, students, educators and policy 
makers with the information they need to ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed in the 
21 st century world and workplace." 

Edwin Lupberger, U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee 



"There is certainly a place for legitimate discussion over details ... But these and other arguments 
should not weaken or overshadow our commitment to raising academic standards and assessing 
student performance. Without a national assessment, raising academic standards wiHbe, at best, 
an amorphous goal." . . 

. ' .. Jim Orr, CEO, UNl?M Corporation, Chairman ofthe National Alliance ofBusiness 

"The Alliance believes these' voluntary tests could be used by state and local school districts to 
measure the progress ofAmerican students in these ~ore subjects, The Alliance recently surveyed 
its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported the initiative to develop the 
voluntary n~tional tests." 

National Alliance of Business 

"As' the CEO ofa company that does business in every state in the union and 70 countries 
worldwide, voluntary national tests that give individual ~tudent scores make sense. Here's why. 
When prospective employees apply for·ajob, employers hold them to the same standard, no 
matter where they went to school. In our global economy where employers are competing on a 
worldwide basis, the quantitative and communications skills needed for a particular job are not 
unique to Delaware or Texas or California." 

John A .. Krol, Dupont President and CEO and 
Chairman of the Business Roundtable Education Task Force 

"President Clinton's national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted' 
national benchmarks in reading and math against which states, school districts and parents can 
judge student performance." 

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Communications; and 
L. John Doerr, Partner in the firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers 

on behalf of 240 technology industry leaders , 


Editorial Support for the'Voluntary National Tests· 

"Yes on Tests ... The results of the new tests would be available for individual students, classes, 
schools and school districts, rather than expressed in broad national or regional terms. The idea is 
that, yes, they might then become instruments for change, but not dictated from above. Rather, 
parents and others would use them as a standardforcomparison, and for demanding 
improvement on the ground, at the 10callevel...The.danger is not that the federal government is 
going to take over the nation's schools. The,danger rather is that poor performance will continue' 
to be tolerated and obscured." 

The Washington Post 

"Put Schools to the Test...American children won't notice, but the.public schools they return to 
this fall lack something important: a reliable, uniform means ofassessing how well they're doing. 
their job.' Erasing that lack is what President Clinton has in mind when he call for national 
tests ... For the sake of America's students, the political and philosophical hurdles have to be 
cleared. Reliable national tests won't in themselves. rebuild public education, but they're an 
important foundation stone." 

The Christian Science Monitor 

.. September 6, 1997 
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. RESPONSES TO CONCERNS ABOUT NATIONAL TESTS 
. 	 . 

1. 	 We don't need another test. I, ,'.. 

• 	 These tests piovi4e information to students, parents and teachers that no other tests do. 
They will show whetherindividual students meet' challenging, Widely accepted national 
standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. No other test provides this clear 
and critical information to. students, parents imd teachers. There is no other way for. 
families that move from community' to community or state to state to maintain 
consistent, high expectations in the basics. . 

2.' 	 Tests don't generate higher academic performance. 
, , . 	 .' , . 	 . 

• 	 Unlike many other te~ts, these tests will be designed so that teachers and students can 
prepare (or them, starting when the child enters school. Teachers and parents will 
have materials that describe clearly what kind of work is expected -.: whafstudents· 
must know to master the material and do well on the tests. 

• 	 In addition, the tests will tell school administrators, parents, and teachers how well' ' 
students and schools are doing. They will be able to tell which schools and students 
need assistance and how to bo.ost their performanc~. 

. . 

• 	 Research and experience show that raising standards f9r students lifts student 
achievement. These tests are tied to high academic standards, and they will generate 
high. academic performance. . 

3. 	 National tests are too controversial to implement without 
Congressional authorization., 

• 	 We welcome Congress as a full partrter in the effort to raisestaridards for all students 
and to providepareiltsand students with pational standards artd tests in the basic 
skills. None of us can do this alone. We should be working together to raise . 
standards for our students, improve' teaching arid leaming, and give our schools the 
tools they need to prepare our children for the future. We' want Congress to playa' 
role in this effort. . ' . 

• 	 The Administration will submit legislation shortly to create an independent governing 
board to oversee and ensure the integrity of the tests. We will use the National . 
Assessment Governing Board, a group that already exists and that oversees the widely 
used National Assessment of Educatiofl Progress (a sample tests that gives information 
on how the US. and over 40 states are doing, but provides no information for 
individual students or their teachers and families.) . We ask Congress as a partner in 
the effort' to raise standards for all students, to' pass this legislation. 

I 



4, New tests can lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons of schools and 
. school districts. 

• 	 These tests lead to exactly the right kinds of comparisons -- they tell us how well our 
students and our schools do when measured against' high standards of excellence that 
define what students should know and be able to do in the basics of reading and math. 
We should welcome these comparisons, not fear them .. 

• 	 . We should not presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to 
school, will do poorly on this test. We must stop perpetuating the 'cycle of low 

. expectations that, in the name ofcompassion, actually ke~ps young people from 
achieving their full potential: . 

•. 	 In July, 15 major urban school districts around the country pledged to participate in 
these tests -- not because these districts believe they will excel.the first time around, 
but because they know that their students, when challenged and when provid~d with 
the proper support, can perform just as well as any other students can. 

5. 	 New national tests can lead to a national curriculum. 

• 	 Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary math test in 8th grade 
Will not create a national curriculum. These tests are based on accepted standards that 
reflect widespread agreement on what students should know and be able to do. States 

. and local communities will continue to determine their curriculum, and will use the 
national tests to focus. attention on how to improve student achievement in the basic 
skills. 

6. . Instead of another test, more resources should be sent into the classroom. 

• 	 We agree that more.resources should be sent into the classroom. That is why the 
Administration has supported record investments in education to h~lp .states and 
communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, and promote the 
effective use of technology in the classroom .. The national tests will aid us in b~tter 
understanding where those resources are needed and how they can be wisely spent. 

. They are an integral part of a comprehensive strategy to raise standards and improve 
education. 

7. 	 The federal government is already spending over $500 million just to test 
students. 

• 	 ~is figure is totally incorrect. Approximately 90% of these funds is for the Goals 
2000 program, which improves teaching and learning in local classrooms by helping 
states and school districts· raise standards,. train teachers, promote the effective use of 
technology and increase parental and community involvement. A very small part of 
this money goes to tests: . . 
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Wh'y Voluntary National'Tests hi Reading' and Mathematic~ 

1. Why voluntary national tests? 

Today's students will be entering a highly competitive workforce that ,will demand greater 
knowledge and skills. Key to gaining the needed knowledge and skills is to have a sound 
foundation in reading and mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained 
national attention on the need to improve basic imd ,advanced skills in reading and 
mathematics. ' 

The tests will be catalyst for mobilizing the efforts of parents, teachers, businesses, and 
communities to help all students achieve to higher academic standards. The tests will provide 
measures ora student's achievement against rigorous national and international standards. 
After the test is given, all of the items on the test will be made publicly ,available on the 
Internet, so that parents, teachers, students, and the public can see what is being asked of 
students and where we need to improve. We hope that these items will be published widely 
and discussed around the kitchen tables across the country. All students will have their tests 
returned so parents, teachers and students can see and review their performance. 

2. Why 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics? 

These are, two critical points in a child's learning. By 4th, grade, students need to have 
mastered basic reading skills in order to begin to learn other subjects. Reading is an essential 
skill in learning geography, history, science and mathematics. Students who are not able to 
read independently by the end of third grade have difficulty learning other subjects and are 
very likely to have academic difficulties. By 8th grade, students need to have, mastered 
challenging mathematics to be prepared to take~ advanced mathematics courses necessary to be 
admitted to college and to be successful in the workplace. ' 

3. What is the relationship of the voluntary national tests to NAEP? 

NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) monitors the academic performance of 
students in the nation and has existed for over twenty-five years. The NAEP test is given to 
a national sample of students in a range of academic subjects (mathematics, reading, science, 
geography, history). Thevoluntary national tests will be individual student tests with results 
given to the student and the student's parents and teacher: The voluntary national tests are 
designed from the frameworks of the NAEP assessments in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
mathematics. These frameworks have been developed through a broad national consensus 
process. The voluntary national tests will provide a measure of student performance against 
national standards in reading and mathematics as well as against international standards in 
mathematics. 
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4. Will funding be tied to state use of the national tests? 

No state will be required to use these tests as a condition of receiving federal funding. 

5. Does the Department have the authority to develop voluntary national tests? 

The Department has the authority to develop voluntary national tests but is asking Congress 
to give the National Assessment Governing B03!d (NAGB), which oversees NAEP, the 
authority to set policy for the voluntary national tests to assure the independence .of the tests. 
NAGB is a bipartisan group established by Congress to independently set policy for NAEP. 

6. Is there public in'terest in the voluntary national. tests? 

PJ,lblic opinion polls show that almost two-thirds of the public support voluntary national tests. 
The voluntary national tests have been endorsed by many leading education groups including 
teachers, principals, state school officials and school boards. States and school districts with 
over 20 percent of the fourth and eighth grader~ in the nation have already committed to 
using the voluntary national tests. 

7. Will these tests lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons? 

. . 
The national tests will provide results of student performance in. reading and mathematics 
against rigorous national standards. These at:e the kinds of test results that allow for 

. meaningful comparisons. The results of the national tests will go to parents, teachers and 
students to help them understand how . students are performing against rigorous national .. 

standards. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low expectations that keeps so many 
young people from achieving their full potential .. We should not be willing to tolerate low 
standards. for any group of students. If we can break free from the tyranny of low 
expectations, we can help all students reach higher standards of performance. We should not 
presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to school, will' do well or 
poorly on these tests. The tests can give all students a chance to measure themselves against 
demanding standards and. then focus on the areas that need improvement. 

8: Will the voluntary national tests lead to a national curriculum?' 

. , . 
. The President and Secretary of Education are opposed to a national curriculum, As a former 
Governor., the President believes that education is a state responsibility and a local function. 

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary mathematics test in 8th grade. 
will not create a national curriculum. Parents, teachers, schools and states will 'decide what 
should be the curriculum in reading and mathematics and how reading and mathematics 
should be taught. The voluntary national tests will strengthen local education by focusing 
attention on the need to improve the performance of students in these two basic skills -­
reading and mathematics. . , 



9. Instead of another test, shouldn't we send more resource to the classroom? 

More resources need to be sent into the classroom, and this test will aid teachers and 
principals in better understanding where resources are needed and how they can be wisely 
spent. The Administration has supported increased investment in helping states and 
communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, and promote the effective 
uSe of technology in the classroom. 

10. Doesn't the federal government spend over $540 million to test students? 

This figure is incorrect. Approximately 90 percent of that figure is money from GOALS 
2000 that goes to states and local districts to use in improving education as they choose. The< 
testing sponsored by the federal government, such as NAEP (National Assessment <of 
Educational Progress) and TIMSS (Third International Mathematics and Science Study), is 
conducted on a sample of students to learn how the nation's students are performing or how 
well they compare to students in other countries: The voluntary national tests will provide 
similar information on the performance of an individual s~udent. 

11. How will the voluntary national tests improve the academic performance of 
students? 

We test students in order to learn < how they are doing and what we need to do to improve 
their performance. The national tests are part of a national campaign to energize local efforts 
for improving teaching and learning in reading and mathematics. This effort includes support 
from businesses, volunteer organizations, parent groups, community organizations, and 
educators. The test results can motivate students, teachers, and parents to examine what they 
can do better to help a child be able to read independently by 3rd grade or learn challenging 
mathematics in 8th grade. The voluntary national tests can encourage teachers, parents, and 
principals to raise the standard of instruction for all students. 

12. What is being done to assure t~at the test is free of ethnic, gender, socioeconomic, 
cultural or regional bias? . 

Item development will follow a rigorous process of item writing, internal review, fairness 
panel review, and pilot testing to produce high quality items which are free of ethnic, gender, 
socioeconomic, cultural, or regional bias. 

The following steps will be taken to avoid items that would disadvantage a group because of 
differences in culture or familiarity: 1) item writers will follow specific guidelines for 
avoi'ding various types of item bias, after which the items ~ll undergo internal review by the 

< < 

test publishers; 2) an external fairness committee will review items. Members of this 
committee will represent diverse geographic, ethnic, and gender groups. Edits and revisions 
of items will b~ made following the fairnes's panel review; and 3) items will be 'pilot tested, or 
tried out, with a diverse sample of students. After pilot testing, ·statistical analyses will be 
performed to further determine whether items are biased. 
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Why Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics 

1. Why voluntary national tests? 

Today's students will be entering a highly competitive workforce that will demand greater 
knowledge and skills. Key to gaining the needed knowledge and skills is to have a sound 
foundation in reading and mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained' 
national attention on the need to improve basic and advanced skills in reading and 
mathematics. 

The tests will be catalyst for mobilizing the efforts of parents, teachers, businesses. and 
communities to help all students achieve to higher academic standards. The tests will provide 
measures of.a student's achievement against rigorous national and international standards. 
After the test. is given. all of the items on the test will be made publicly available on the 
Internet so that parents, teachers. students, and the public can see what is being asked of 
students and where we need to improve. We hope that these items will be published widely 
and discussed around the kitchen tables across the country. All students will have their tests 
returned so parents. teachers and students can see and review their performance. 

2. Why 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics? 

These are. two critical points in a child's learning. By 4th grade. students need to have 
mastered basic reading skills in order to begin to learn other subjects. Reading is an essential 
skill in learning geography. history. science and mathematics. Students who are not able to 
read independently by the end of third grade have difficulty learning other subjects and are 
very likely to have academic difficulties. By 8th grade, students need to have mastered 
challenging mathematics to be prepared to take advanced mathematics courses necessary to. be 
admitted to college and to be successful in the workplace .. 

3. What is the relationship of the voluntary national tests to NAEP? 

NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) monitors the academic performance of 
students in the nation and has existed for over twenty-five years. The NAEP test is given to . . 

. a national sample of students in a range of academic subjects (mathematics. reading, science. 
geography, history). The voluntary national tests will be individual student tests with results 
given to the student and the student's parents and teacher. The voluntary national tests are 
designed from the frameworks of the NAEP assessments in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
mathematics. These frameworks have been developed through a broad national consensus 
process. The voluntary national tests will provide a measure of student performance against 
national standards in reading and mathematics as well as against international standards in 
mathematics. 



.. : . 


4. Will funding be tied to state use of the national 1ests? 

No state will be required to use these tests as a condition of receiving federal funding. 

5. Does the Department have the authority to develop voluntary national tests? 

The Department has the authority to develop voluntary national tests but is asking Congress 
to give the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB), which oversees NAEP, the 
authority to set,policy for the voluntary .national tests to assure the independence of the tests. 
NAGB is a bipartisan group established by Congress to independently set policy for NAEP. 

6. Is there public interest in the voluntary national tests? 

Ppblic opinion polls show that almost two-thirds of the public support voluntary national tests. 
The voluntary national tests have been endorsed by. many leading education groups including . 
teachers, principals, state school officials and school boards. States and school districts with 
over 20 percent of the fourth and eighth graders in the nation have already committed to 

. using the voluntary national tests. 

7. Will these tests lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons? 

The national tests will provide results of student perfo'rmance in readi~g and mathematics 

against rigorous national standards. These are the kinds of test results that allow for 


. meaningful comparisons. The results of the national tests will go to parents, teachers and· 
students to ,help them understand how students are performing against rigorous national 
standards. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low expectations that keeps so many 
young people from achieVing their full potential .. We should not be willing to tolerate low 
standards for any group of students. If we can break free from the tyranny of low. 
expectations, we can help all students reach higher standards of performance. We should not 
presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to school, will' do well or 
poorly on these tests. The tests can give all students a chance to meas~re themselves against 
demanding standards and then focus on the areas that need improvement. 

. 
8. Will the voluntary national tests lead to a national curriculum! 

The President and Secretary of Education are opposed to a national curriculum. As a former 
Governor, the President believes that education is a state responsibility and a local function. 

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary mathematics test in 8th grade 
will not create a national curriculum. Parents, teachers, schools and states-will decide what 
should be the curriculum in reading and mathematics and how reading and mathematics 
should be taught. The voluntary national tests will strengthen local education by focusing 
attention on the need to improve the performance of students in these two basic skills -­
reading and mathematics. . 



9. Instead of another test, shouldn't we send more resource to the classroom? 

· More resources need to be sent into the classroom, and this test will aid teachers and . 
principals in better understanding where resources are needed and how they can be wisely 
spent.. The Administration has supported increased investment in helping states and 
communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, and promote the effective' 
use of technology in the classroom. 

10. Doesn't the federal government spend over $540 million to test students? 

This figure is incorrect. Approximately 90 percent of that figure is money from GOALS 
2000 that goes to states and local districts to use in improving education as they choose. The 
testing sponsored by the federal government, such as NAEP (National Assessment of 
Educational Progress) and TIMSS (Third International Mathematics and Science Study), is 
conducted on a sample of students to learn how the nation's students are performing or how 
well they compare to·students.in other countries. The volUlitary national tests will provide 
similar information on the performance ofan individual student. 

11. How will the voluntary national tests improve the academic performance of 

students? 


We test students in order to learn how they are doing. and what we need to do to improve 
· their performance. The national tests are part of a national campaign to energize local efforts 
for improving teaching and learning in reading and mathematics. This effort includes support 
from businesses, volunteer ofganizations, parent groups, community organizations, and 
educators. The test results can motivate students, teachers, and parents to examine what they 
can do better to help a child be able to read independently by 3rd grade or learn challenging 
mathematics in 8th grade. The voluntary national tests can encourage teachers, parents, and 

· principals to raise the standard of instruction for all students. 

12. What is being done to assure that the test is free of ethnic, gender, socioeconomic, 
. cultural or regional bias? 

Item development will follow a rigorous process of item writing, internal review, fairness 
panel review, and pilot testing to produce high quality items which are free of ethnic, gender, 
socioeconomic, cultural~ or regional bias. 

The following steps will be taken to avoid items that would disadvantage a group because of 
differences in culture or familiarity: 1) item writers wiil follow specific guidelines for 
avoiding various types of item bias, after which the items will' undergo internal review by the 
test publishers; 2) an external fairness committee will review items. Members of this 
committee will. represent diverse geographic, ethnic, and· gender groups. Edits and revisions 
of items will b~ made following the fairness panel review; and 3) items will be pilot tested, or 
tried out, with a diverse sample 9f students. After pilot testing, statistical analyses will be 
performed to further determine whether items are biased. . 

http:to�students.in


13. What will the voluntary national tests provide that existing tests don't already 
provide? 

The voluntary national tests will provide information about how individual students are doing 
in comparison to national standards for what all students should know and be able to do in 
the basic skill areas of fourth grade reading and eighth grade mathematics. Many existing 
tests provide information about. how a student does compared to other students in the United 
States, but this doesn't tell parents whether their children know enough compared to standards 
that define what students should know. What's more, because the "norms" for these tests are 
not recalculated often enough, we have the so-called "Lake Wobegon effect" where almost all 
students come to be "above average." Thus, parents don't have an accurate picture ·of how 
their children are doing, even compared to other students. 

Existing state tests often report students' scores against state standards, but parents don't 
know how.these standards compare with the standards in other states. As a result, parents 
s~ll wonder how well their children are really doing. . 

The voluntary national test in eighth grade mathematics will also provide information about 
how students score relative to· students in other countries. No other test can tell parents, 
teachers,· and.students how an·individual student compares with other students across the 
country and around the world. 
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13. What will the voluntary national tests provide that existing tests don't already 
provide? . 

The voluntary national tests will provide information about how individual students are doing 
in comparison to national standards for what all students should, know and be able to do in . 
the basic skill areas of fourth grade reading and eighth grade mathematics. Many existing 
tests provide information about how a student does c()mpared to other students in the United 
States, but this doesn't tell parents whether their children know enough compared to standards 
that define what students should know. What's more, because the "norms" for these tests are 
not recalculated often enough, we have the so·called "Lake Wobegon effect" where almost all 
students come to be "above average." Thus, parents don't have an accurate picture of how 
their children are doing, even compared to other students. 

Existing state tests often report students' scores against state standards, but parents don't 
know how these standards compare with the standards in other states. Asa result, parents 
s~ill wonder how well their children are really doing. 

Th1e voluntary national test in eighth grade mathematics. will also provide information about 
how students score relative to students in other countries. No other test can· tell parents, 
teachers, and students how an individual stl:ldent compares with other students across the 
country and around the world. ' 



Why Voluntary Nationa1 Tests in Reading and Mathematics 

1. Why voluntary national tests? 

Today's students will be entering a highly competitive workforce that will demand greater knowledge and 
skiJIs. Key to gaining the needed knowledge and skills is to have a sound foundation in reading and 
mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained national attention on the need to improve 
basic and advanced skills in reading and mathematics. 

The tests will be catalyst 'for mobilizing the efforts ofparents, teachers, businesses, 'and cOIIUIlunities to 
help all students achieve to higher academic standards. The tests will provide measures ofa student's 
achievement against rigorous national and international standards. After the test is give~ all ofthe items 
on the test will be made publicly available on the'Internet so that parents, teachers. students, and the public 
can see what is being asked of students and where we need to improve. We hope that these items will be 
published widely and discussed around the kitchen tables across the country. All students will have their 
ansWers refilmed so parents, teachers and students can see and review their performance. 

2. Why 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics? 

These are two critical points in a child's learning. By 4th grade, students need.to have mastered basic 
reading skills in order to begin to leam other subjects. Reading is an essential skiH in learning geography, 
history. science and mathematics. Students who are not able to read independently by the end oftbird 
grade have difficulty learning other subjects and are very Hke1y to have academic difficulties. By 8th 
grade, students need to have mastered challenging mathematics to be prepared to take advanced 
mathematics courses necessary to be admitted to college and to be successful in the workplace. 

3. How will the voluntary national teSts improve the academic performance ofstudents? 

We teSt students in order to learn how they are doing and what we need to do to improve the~r 
performance. The national tests are part ofa national campaign to energize local efforts for improving 
teaching and learning in reading and mathematics. This effort inc1udes support from businesses, volunteer 
organizations, parent groups, community organizations, and educators. The test results can motivate 
students, teachers, and parents to examine what they can do betterto help a child-be able to read 
independently by 3rd grade or learn challenging mathematics in 8th grade. The voluntary national teSts 
can encourage teachers, parents, and principals to raise the standard ofinstruction for all students. 

4. What is the relationship of the voluntary national tests toNAEP?· 

NAEP (National Assessment ofEducational Progress) monitors the academic performance of students in 
the nation and has existed for over twenty-five years. The NAEP test is given to a national sample of 
students in a range of academic subjects (mathematies, reading, science, geography, history). The 
voluntary national tests will be individual student tests with results given to the student and the student's 
parents and teacher. The tests are designed from the frameworks ofthe NAEP assessments in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade mathematics. These frameworks have been developed through a broad national 

. consensus process. The voluntaIy national tests will provide a measure of student performance against 
national s~dards in reading and mathematics as well as against international standards in mathematics. 

September 30, 1991 1 
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S. Is there public interest in 'the voluntary national tests? 

A recent Wall Street ]oumaJJNBC News poll found that an overwhehning 79% ofAmericans approved of 
national testing. Also, a Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll indicated that 77% supported "national standards for 
measuring the academic perfonnance ofschools" and 67% favored "using standardized national tests to 
measure the academic achievement ofstudents." The voluntary national tests have been endorsed by many 
leading education groups including teachers, principals. state school officials and schoo] boards. States 
and school districts with over 20 percent of the fourth and eighth graders in the nation have already 
conunitted to using the voluntary national tests. . 

6. Will funding be tied to state use of the national test.-? 

No state will be required to use these tests as a condition ofreceiving federal funding. 

7. Will these tests lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisoD5? 

. The national tests will prc;)Vide results ofsmdent performance in reading and mathematics against rigorous 
national standards. These are the kinds oftest results that anow for meaningful comparisons. The results 
ofthe national tests. will go to parents, teachers and students to help them understand how students are 
performing against rigorous national standards. We must stop perpetuating the cycle oflow expectations 
that keeps so many young people from achieving their fun potential. We should not be willing to toJerate 
. low standards for any group of students. Ifwe can breakftee from the tyranny of low expectations. we can 
heJp all students reach higber standards ofperformance. We should not presume that any student, no 
matter where he or she lives or goes to school, will do well or poorly on these tests. The tests can give all 

. students a chance to measure themselves against demanding standards and then focus on the areas that 
need improvement. 

S. Will the voluntary national tests lead to a national curriculum? 

The President and Secretary ofEducation are opposed to a national cuniculum. As a fanner Governor, the 
President believes that education is a state responsibility and a loeal function. 

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary mathematics te5tin 8th grade will not 
create a national curriculum. Parents. teachers, schools and states will decide what should be the 
curriculwn in reading arid mathematics and how reading and mathematics should be taught. The voluntary 
national tests will equip local districts with infonnation and strengthen local education by focusing 
attention on the need to improve the performance ofstudents in these two basic skills - reading and 
mathematics. 

September 30. 1997 2 
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9. What Is being done to ensure that the testis free of ethnic, gender, socioeconomic, cultural or 
regional bias? 

, Item development will follow a rigorous process of item writing, internal review, fairness panel review, 
and pilot testing to produce high quality items which are free ofethnic, gender, socioeconomic, culturaJ, or 
regional bias. 

The following steps will be taken to avoid items that would disadvantage a group because of differences in 
. culture or familiarity: I} item writers will follow specific guidelines for avoiding various types of item bias, 
after which the items will undergo intemalreview by the test publishers; 2} an external fairness committee 
will review items. Members ofthis committee will represent diverse geographic, ethnic. and gender 
groups. Edits and revisions ofjtems will be made fonowing the fairness panel review; and 3) items Will be 
pilot tested, or tried out, with a diverse sample ofstudents. After pilot testing, statistical analyses will be 
performed to further detennine whether items are biased. 

10. What Will the voluntary national tests pr~vide that existing tests don't already provide? 

The voltmtary national tests will provide information about how individual students are doing in 
comparison to national standards for what all students should know and be abJe to do in the basic skill 
areas of fourth grade reading and eighth grade mathematics. Many existing tests provide information 
about how a student does compared to other students in the United States, but this doesn't tell parents 
whether their children know enough compared to standards that define what students should know. 
What's more, because the "norms" for these tests are not recalculated often enough, we have the so-called 
"Lake Wobegon effect" where almost all students come to be "above average." Thus. parents don't have 
an accurate picture ofhow their children are doing, even compared to other students. . 

Existing state tests often report students' scores against state standards, but parents don't know how those 
standards compare with the standards in other states. As a result. parents still wonder how well their 
children are really doing. 

The voluntaly national test in eighth grade mathematics wit! also provide infonnation about how students 
score relative to students in other countries. No other test can tell parents, teachers, and students how an. 
individual student compares with other students across the couIitry and around th~ world. 

11. Why is a bilingual version of the math test being offered, hut the reading test is only being 
given in English? . 

Tbe math test will be offered as a bilingual test (English on one page and Spanish on tbe other) because 
the purpose of the test is to assess students' math skills, not their English skills. There are many children 
at the 8th grade level who have limited English proficiency but who can learn advanced math and should 
be asked to show what math they know. We are providing a bilingual math test in Spanish and English 
because Spanish is the most common language other than English among students. The reading test will 
only be given in English because developing the ... - ,­

ability to read in English is a basic skill that every child has to haveto succeed in American. schools arid 
society. A. bilingual test would not measure a student's English competency. 

September 30, 1997 3 . 
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12. WUI noo-public schools and home sehoolers be able to participate? ... 
, 

Yes. Independent and private schools will be able to panicipate in the same way states and districts will. 
Non-public schools will have to show tbat they comply with non-discrimination statutes in enro]]rnent 
and ensure that all 4th grade students andlor 8th grade students participate. 

After the tests are administered each year, they wi11 be available on the Internet, along with scoring 
. guides and otlJ.er materials as a tool for parents ana teachers. Home schoolers may choose to offer the 
tests to their children and will be able to see how they perfonn compared to national and international 
standards. In states and districts which offer the tests, education agencies will continue to have whatever 
authority they have on their state requirements for standardized tests. Parents should contact their local 
district or state department ofeducation to fmd out if the district or state is panicipating in the tests. 

13. May the national tests be used by the States, in part, as the assessments required under Title I 

of the Elementary Dnd Secondary Education Act? . 


Yes. Tide I requires a State to use challenging content and student perfonnance standards developed for 
all students under the Goals 2000; EduCate America Act or under another process or, absent such 
standards for all students, to develop for children served under Title I challenging content and student 
performance standards that reflect the State's expectations for al.1 children. The State must also develop 
or adopt assessments aligned with these standards.· Thus, ifa State detennines that the national tests are 
aligned with the State's standards. these tests may be used for Title I pwposes. Because the national 
tests will be based on the content frameworks ofthe National Assessment of Educational Progress, they 
will reflect a national consensus among educators, testing experts, and other. leaders on what.ehildren 
should know and be able to do in reading English at the 4th grade level and in mathematics at the 8th 
grade leveL We therefore expect that the tests generally will be aligned with most, ifnot all, States' 
efforts to develop challenging content and performance standards in these subjects at the indicated grade 
levels. Moreover, the national tests will be developed according to the highest professional and technical 
standards; will be administered with accommodations for children with disabilities and limited English 
proficient children; will yield scores at three levels ofperformance; and wiJI permit scoreS to be 
disaggregated in accordance with Title I provisions. The national tests thus can be an important resource . 
to states in carrying out Title I's vital goal of holding students who participate in Title I to the same high 
standards expected of a1 students. 

September 30,1997 4 
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, FACT SHEET ON THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 


• 	 The voluntary national tests will test 4th grade reading and 8th grade math· two 
basic subjects at two critical times in students' academic qevelopment. 

• 	 The tests will be ,·oluntary. States and local districts will have the opponunity to 
participate in the tests. but the tests are not mandatory, 

f 

• 	 No federal funds will be withheld if a state or district does not participate. 

• 	 The tests will pro"ide parents and teachers individual student scores linked to 
national and international standards· information they currently do not have. 
Parents and teachers will directly receive a score for their child that includes national and 
interr.ational comparisons. Students! results will be linked to the standards set by the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress and results from the 8th grade math test 
will be linked to the Third International Mathematics and Science Study which involved 
students from 41 countries. 

• 	 The tests will.be based on the widely respected National Assessment of Educational 
. Progress (NAEP). Also known as the "nation's repon card,"NAEP is used in 43 states. 

The tests will be different from NAEP by providing individual student information; 
NAEP is designed to assess how well the nation and states perform based on a small 
sample of students. No parents know how their own children do on the NAEP test. 

• 	 Private schools may participate in the tests and home schoolers will have access to 
the tests each year. State and local school districts' usual guidelines toward assessing 
home schooled students apply. Should parents want to useJhe tests. they will be available 
each year on the Internet after administration. . ' 

• 	 The tests will be ginn for the first .time in the spr.ing of 1999. 

• 	 The public, business leaders;and members of the education community support 
voluntary national tests. A recent Wall Street JoumaiINBC News poll found that 79% 
ofAmericans approved of the President's national testing plan. Also. a Phi Delta 
Kappa/Gallup pol) indicated that 77% supponed "national standards for measuring the 
academic performance ofschQols" and 67% favored "using standardized national tests to 
measure the academic achievement of students:' Endorsements from business leaders 
and education organizations also indicate that these tests will provide something 
Americans value -- high standards for all students. 

For more information, visit oUr website at http://Www.ed.gov/nationaltests/ 

September 22. 1997 
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• 	 States and Cities tbat bave volunteered to participate. The following states have 
signed on to participate: Alaska, Kentucky, Maryland. ~1assachusens. Michigan. North 
Carolina, and West Virginia. The following large urban school districts have also signed 
on: Atlanta, GA; Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL ; Chicago, IL; Cincinnati. OH; 
Detroit, MI;EI Paso, TX; Fresno, CA; Houston, TX; Long Beach, CA; Los Angeles, CA; 
New York City, NY; Omaha, NE; Philadelphia, PA; San Antonio. TX; and Seanle, W A. 
The Department of Defense schools will also participate. Together. these states and 
districts make up approximately 20 percent of the students at the 4th and 8th grade levels. 

f , ' 

*Fresno, CA 

Chicago. IL. 
Omaha. HE. 

Browara county
(FL Lauderdale). FL 
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CURRENT PARTICIPANTS IN THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 
4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH GRADE MATHEMATICS 

STATES 
Alaska 
Kentucky 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
North Carolina 
West Virginia 

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Atlanta,GA 
I3roward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL 

, Chicago, IL 
Cincinnati, OH' 
Detroit, MI 
El Paso, TX 
'Fresno, CA 
Houston, TX 
Long Beach, CA £. 

Los Angeles, CA 
New York City, NY 
Omaha, NE 
Philadelphia, P A 
San Antonio, TX 
Seattle, WA 

The Department of Defense schools will also participate. 

Together, these states and school districts represent 20% of all 4th and 8th graders. 

August 29, 1997 ' 



HOW WILL THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IMPROVE STUDENTS' 
EDUCATION? 

• 
©> The voluntary national tests will help all 
schools to challenge students according to 

Maria is a 3rd grade student in Chicago. We national standards in the basic subjects of4th 
. know that she is far more likely to succeed in grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. 
science, mathematics, history and language arts 
later if she is able to read well by the end of this©> By providing individual student scores 
school year. In 4th grade, Maria will take the based on national and international 
voluntary national test. How will the voluntary comparisons, parents and teachers will be 
national test improve her education? more informed about what their children 

should know and be able to do in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade mathematics. 

©> The voluntary national tests' questions are being written by some of the leading test 
publishing companies in the country in a joint effort. This collaboration will create a cutting­
edge, world class assessment that will provide detailed information to parents and teachers like 
never before. After each test administration, the full tests will be available on the Internet, 
providing a usefulness never before offered through standardized tests. 

HOW WILL EDUCATORS BE ABLE TO USE THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 
TO HELP IMPROVE EDUCATION? 

©> The voluntary national tests will be released in full on the Internet after each administration 
allowing wide-spread use of the material in classrooms as well as a stronger understanding of test 
scoring for parents and teachers alike. 

When receiving the reports at the school and 

at home, teachers and parents will see how 


Maria's teacher will receive their students did on each individual 
supplemental materials and sample question, and from the Internet, everyone 
test questions as resources to help the will have access to those exact questions. 
class work on some of the skills they This will help patents and teachers lead 
will be tested on like understanding informed discussions about ways to improve 
and interpreting content, reflecting on their children's skills in reading and 
and responding to texts, and mathematics. 
demonstrating a critical stance. Her 
3rd grade teacher this year can also Supplemental materials and sample,tests 
help Maria prepare by exposing her to will be available to all participating schools 
some of the ideas and content she will to give teachers ideas for incorporating 


challenging material into lesson plans and in 

preparation for students taking the voluntary 

national tests. 




, .. 

Unlike with other nation-wide assessments, teachers and parents will be able to receive 
voluntary national test scores within the same school year as when students take the tests, 
enabling teachers and schools to utilize the information in a variety of new ways: 

. Teachers can incorporate the actual test 
questions into lesson plans after the. 
scores have been returned. Focusing on 
areas in which their students need 
further assistance, teachers can bridge 
the gap between questions that students 
answered incorrectly and those the 
students fully understood. 

By seeing the areas in which students 
need improvement while school is still 
in session, the teacher can utilize the 
test reports as part of hislher self-. 
assessment and in preparing semester 
overviews for the following school 
year. 

Maria's 4th grade claSs can review the 
test together after they receive their 
scores--a first in large-scale testing. 
Their teacher can use the exact test 
questions in lesson plans and explain 
the concepts students in the class tended 
to miss as well as those they 
collectively understood. At the end of 
the school year, 4th grade teachers can 
share national test information with 
faculty. While 3rd, 5th and even 1st 
and 2nd grade teachers join efforts, 
administrators may reevaluate resources 
and teacher training strategies. 

School administrators and supervisors will be able to utilize the tests' information 
for their schools in planning professional development for faculty of all grades. 

/ 
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HOW WILL THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IMPROVESTUDENTS' 
EDUCATION? 

@ The voluntary national tests will help all schools to challenge students according to national 
standards in the basic subjects of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. 

@ By providing individual student scores based on 
national and international comparisons, parents and 
teachers will be more informed about what their children 
should know and be able to do in 4th grade reading and 
8th grade mathematics. 

@ The voluntary national tests' questions are being 
written by some of the leading test publishing companies 
in the country in a joint effort. This collaboration will 
create a cutting-edge, world class assessment that will 
provide detailed information to parents and teachers like 
never before. After each test administration, the full tests 
will be available on the Internet,providing a usefulness 
never before offered through standardized' tests. 

Martin is in 7th grade in Seattle. If he want~ 
to continue his education beyond high school 
and attend college, he will be required to 
take challenging mathematics courses 
beginning in 9th grade. Martin should 
already be learning challenging math so that 
he has the opportunity to choose these 
courses later. In the 8th grade, he will take 
the voluntary natiopal test in math. How 
will this test help improve his education? 

HOW WILL PARENTS BE ABLE TO USE THE NATIONAL TESTS TO HELP 
. IMPROVE THEIR CHILDREN'S EDUCATION? 

@ Knowing that college placement and employment competition are becoming more and more 
. global, parents will be able to learn how their children are measuring up to 'rigorous national and 

. international standards in 8th grade mathematics. With the information from their students' 
national test scores, they will be able to better monitor and participate in their child's education. 

@ Before school is out, families will receive in the 
mail a clear and understandable report that gives their 
. child's individual answers, the correct answers, and 
unlike any other test--their child's achievement based 
on rigorous national, and in mathematics, international 
standards. Both students and parents will be sent 
letters explaining the usefulness of the reports along 
with possible questions families may want to ask of 
their schools to assist them in participating in their 
students' education. 

Before Martin leaves the 8th grade, he 
. and his parents will both receive a 
scoring report along with a letter 
explaining the information, and 
providing ideas for making his scores 
useful in improving his education and 
ensuring he is exposed to higher level 
math in high schooL 

@ Soon after the voluntary national tests are administered, the full tests will be made public and 
placed on the Internet. This will allow parents and teachers alike to have the exact questions and 
the answers in the areas their students need assistance. Parents can utilize this information in 
their communication with the school and the child's future teachers in discussing his or her 
individual progress .. 



Ii§> Unlike with other nation-wide assessments, teachers and parents will be able to receive 
voluntary national test scores within the same school year as when students take the tests. 
Parents will be able to discuss results with the teacher who just spent a year with their student 
and in the following year, parents will have clearer personal information and know better what to 
ask and expect for their children in high school. 

Ii§> The voluntary national tests will help motivate 
the community and business to rally around the 
education of our students.· The business community, . 
which holds itself to high international standards, 
strongly endorses the voluntary national tests. 
When businesses see clear information that helps 
them identify are;:ts of need, they often respond by 
investing in the future--our students. 

Martin may score in the 67% in his state, but 
on the national test, he will be able to 
challenge himself against national and 
international standards. His parents and 
teachers will see exactly what kind of skills 
all 8th graders should know arid be able to do 
in mathematics. This information will ensure 
Martin has the opport1ll1-ity to be exposed to 
the material he will need in order to choose 
higher level mathematics courses later. 
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VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS 
ASTRAiEGY TO MASTER THE BASICS AND REACH HIGH STANDARDS 

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISC 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIElY. These standards are needed to he 

oward 
hieve 

the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school and in life. 
that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected to learn and 
in the basic subjects of reading and mathematics. 

A CHALLENGE·TO PARENTS, TEACHERS,'AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT VERY 
STUDENT MASTERS mE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMA TICS. Reading welJ b grade 
4 and mastering mathematics- including thefoundations of algebra and geometry -- by grade 8 are the 
gateways for funher learning and achievement. .'Research· shows that students who fail to learn 0 read 

'English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping out and facing diminished su cess in 
school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of mathematics by the end of grade 8 do n t have 
the foundation to take tough mathematics and science courses in high school which prepare t em for 
college and better jobs. .' 	 While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics. we are not yet where Ie need 
to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40 pe ent of 
our 4th grade students do not reach the "basicft achievement level. In the Third InternationaJ Math matics 
and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average in math and science. Howe cr, our 
8th graders score below the international average in mathematics, and only 5 percent of U.S. 8t grade 
students score in the top 10 percent internationally. U.S. 12th graders outperformed only tw of 21 
countries in the most recent assessment. 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH G DE 
MATHE:MATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter wh e they 
live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how weU their children are doi l1g co pared 
with students in other schools, states, and countries. The voluntary l1ational tests for 4th grade read' g and 
8th grade math will help give parents and teachers this information by providing, for the first time, scores 
for individual students, measured against widely accepted national and international stand 
excellence. They will give states. local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate info 
they need to help students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen acadenUc performance. 

NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and communi 
already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parental involvement, 
technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained aIld dedicated teacher in every classroom The 
federal government provides funding to states and communities to suppon these efforts. But these £forts 
cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are aiming at clear. high stand ds of 
achievement. That is why these nadonal tests are already spurring a renewed nationwide effort to s pport 
school improvement and strengthen .student achievement in these core subjects. Reading and I teracy 
groups are coming together to improve reading. The mathematics and science commurUty, engine s and 
business leaders are working to improve mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, te chers, 
principals and cqrnrnunities in using the tests effectively, the U.S. Depanment of Education, tJle N tional 
Science Foundation and others are developing a tool chest that includes information for paren s and 
teachers on how to prepare students to meet these high standards, how to use test results to i prove 
education. and what high standards in reading and ma.thematics look like. As pan of this eifort, eve 
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the entire test (along with answers and scoring guides) will be released to the public and availabl 
Internet so that students. parents, and teachers will know what is expected for students to reach 
ofexcellence~ 
TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NAnONAL STANDARDS. Under C ngress' 
direction, the tests will be "based on the same content and perfonnance standards as are used for N P!' in 
4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NABP tests ar~ based on widely accepted st dards 
developed by parents. teachers, reading and mathematics specialists, cuniculum specialis s, and 
researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what students should know and be able 
to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The voluntary national tests wi]] be linked t NAEP 
to the maximum extent possible. and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, so that scores can be 
compared to national and international standards. The National Assessment Governing Board (NA B). an 
independent bipartisan board that directs NABP, is overseeing test development and making policy 
decisions related to the voluntary national tests. . 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current AEP is 
designed to assess how well a sample .of students across the entire nation and individual states pc onn in 
reading and mathematics. Only a sample of students participate in NAEP. and parents do not kn w how 
their own children do on this test.· In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide students, arents. 

. and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance to widely cepted 
national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need extra help. In a dition, 
when parents, teachers and students receive test results, they will also. learn which questions the tudent 
got right and which ones were incorrect~ These standard measures of excellence will help teach rs and 
principals improve curriculum and instruction, give students a guide for charting their own pfogr 5, and 
help parents hold schools accountable for improved performance.. Individual test scores will 
coUected by the federal govemment~ state and local school districts will decide how to use the data. 

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRAnON OF THE TESTS. The voluntary national tests ar 

deveioped under contract by the American Institutes for Research and a group of. subcont 

Subcontracting companies include some ofthe most respected test publishers and research organiza ions in 

the country. NAGB is basing the tests on the same content and perfonnance standards as AEP. 


.	Guidance for test development has come from mathematics and reading teachers) parents, and 10 and 

state education, civic and business leaders. NAGB will also make determinations required un r law 

related to avoiding test bias; maximizing test accuracy; meeting the needs of disadvantaged. disabl and 

limited English proficient stUdents; and infonningparents about test content. purpose, and uses The. 

National Research Council of. the National Academy of Sciences was awarded the voluntary natio test 

evaluation contract to monitor and evaluate the development process and testing administration. e first 

pilot tests are scheduled for the spring of J999 with field tests scheduled for spring of 2000. The vo untary 

national tests will first be officially offered in the spring of 2001. 


NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES WILL CONDUcr COMPARATIVE STUDIES. 

The Nationa.1 Academy of Sciences, in consultation with the National Govemors Association, the N tional 

Conference of State Legislatures. andNAGB. will study whether tests already developed by co ercia) 

publishers and states may be used to mea.sure individual student performance against the NAEP stan ards. 
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e"isting, challenging national content and performance standards. The study will also evalu te how 
existing· tests can be compared against· each other. In addition, the Academy will study the t chnical 

. quality of the voluntary national tests and other aspects of test item development, as well as issue of test 
bias and test use. 

For more information. visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltestS'/ 
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~ NAEP MEASURES HIGH STANDARDS: 
StateNAEP'Scores for 4th Grade Reading 

Compared to States' Own Assessments . 

Connecticut 

New Hampshire 

Wisconsin 

North Carolina 

Tennessee 

Kentucky 

Maryland 

Georgia 

Delaware 

South Carolina 

Louisiana 

o 
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M~~~~162 

··~~~~ira~R~~~-:ID7-.:::'~i 67 

£~ 

NAEP 
Standard 

State 
Standard 

88 

_.8'65 

~~~::::Jt{~j~~:3~~13 82 

88 

20 40 60 80 100 
'Percent of.Students 

For many States, NAEP proficiency levels are more challenging than the States' own. 

The percentages ofstudents reaching the proficient level on NAEP a.re generally 

lower than those on the States' own assessments. 

Source: u.S. Department of Education; State departments of education; National Education Goals Panel. 
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MYTHS AND REALITIES ABOUT , 
THE SENATE'S VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TEST PROPOSAL 

Senator Jeff Bingaman (October 24" 1997) 

, Voluntary national tests are unpop¢ar. 

The voluntary national tests a~e sU'ongly supported by the education 
conununity and the general public. For example. in a recent Wall Street 
JoumaV NBC News poll. 79% of Americans favored national testing. 
Leaders ,of the business conununity. who hold themselves to high 
inte~tional standards, widely endorse this initiative as well. The 7 state 
and 15 school districts that have alr~ady signed up to panicipate in the 
new tests represent about 20% of the 4thand 8th grade students in the 
United States. ' 

The voluntary national test is just another test. " 

The voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math wi1 
provide information to students. parents and,teachers that no ,o~er·tests 
provide. For the cast time, families that move from community to 
conununity or state to state will have a consistent yardstick by which to 
measure how well their child is doing. The ,tests will show how students. 
and their schools. compare against challenging standards in 4th grade 
English reading:and 8th grade math; the 8th grade math test v.'ill compar 
student achievement to international standards. as well. 

Instead of another test, all that's needed is more spending on 
educ::.ation•. 

Increased investment in educati~n remains critically irnponant. and 
supponers of the voluntary national teSts have led the fight for increased 
support for education in recent years.. In contrast, many opponents of e 
testing proposal are those who would eliminate the Department of 
Efiucation. cut successful education programs. and eliminate what little 
support the federal government now provides to local schools. These n 
tests are an important way of creating momentum to inve~t more in pub ic· 
education. Reliable and comparable information will help· secure much· 
needed increases in education funding. 



Myth:. 
Reality: 

Myth: 

Reality: 

Myth: 

Reality: 

Myth: 

Reality: 

The voluntary national tests will lead to a national curriculum. 

How a child is taught and what curriculum is used 'Will still remain a loca 
decision in communities that choose to panicipate in the testing progra . 
These tests will simply measure whether a child can' read well and 
independently by the end of the 4th grade and master challenging 
mathematics. including the basics of algebra and geomeuy by the end of , 
8th grade. It's common sense that a student should know how to read 
independently by 4th grade and grasp fundamental math concepts by 8 
grade -- whether in California or Maine. But how these subjects are tau 

. 'Will remain up to schools and parents. 

States an410cal education agencies ·that do not participate will be 
denied other sources of federal funding for education. 

Absolutely not. No federal funding will be withheld from a state or lac 
education agency based on its participation in the voluntary national te 
This is expUcitly prohibited in the Senate-passed proposal. 

Federal bureauaats are developing these tests. 

The Senate's proposal immediately transfers exclusive control over the t 
development to the bipartisan NationaJ ksessment GovemingBbard. 
which is made up of a representative group of community members. 
ele~ed officials, and educators who would be nominated with the full 
input of Congr~ssiona11eaders. 

The voluntary national tests are just another way the federal 
government is t.ryirtg to intrude in a local issue. 

Parents want to know how their kids and ·schools are performing -­
especially those families that move to a new conununity or state. The t 

ht 

st 

StS 

will provide reliable infonnation for families all over the country. But e. 
tests are voluntary. not mandat?ry. No district or state can be forced t 
p.articipate. No private. parochial, or home schooled student can be. 
required to take the test. All decisions regarding materiaJs ~nd tcacron 
remain under the control of local school districts and state education 
agencies. These tests will not require certain teaching methods; they 
measure how students are perfonning on high national standards. 

I 



Myth: . ,Tests 'don't generate higher academic performance. 

Reality: 	 Tests alone do not generate higher academic performa~ce, but when 
teachers 'U\d students work hard to prepare for a challenging test, studen 
leam more, and conununities are engaged and empowered by this process 
In ,fact, evidence shoM that raising expectations for students lifts student 
achievement. These teSts are tied to lYgb academic standards. and they 
will help generate high academic performance through focusing the effo 
of schools and communities. 

Myth: This new test will lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons of 
, students, schools, and school districts. 

\: 

Reality: 	 These tests will lead to exactly the right kinds of comparisons parents an 
educators need but often don't have, With accuracy and rigor. they will 
tell parents and teachers how well students arid schools do when measure , f 

. ,\. , against unifonnly high standards of excellence that defIne what students ,,".:. 	 should know and be able to do in the basics of reading and mathematics . 
We should not presume that any student. no matter where he or she live 
or goes to school, will do' poorly on these tests. "When challenged and 
provided with the proper suppon. all students can perform well. 

Myth: 	 The federal government is already spending over $500 million just 0, 

test students. 

Reality: , This figure totally exaggerated. Approximately 90% of the funds cited by 
" 	those making this claim is actually spent on the Goals 2000 program, 

which improves teaching and learning in local classrooms by helping stat s 
,and school districts raise standards, train teachers. promote the effective 
, use of technology and ina-ease community involvement. Only a very sm 
part of this money suppons state testing programs. 

Myth: 	 The voluntary national math test will be based on "fuzzy math." 

Reality: 	 1)le voluntary national math test will be based on tough, demanding 
standards which require a thorough understanding of basic and challengi g 
math skills. The voluntaty national math test will ask students to find e 
cor:ec( answer to each problem .. Unq.er the Senate proposal, the Nation 
Assessment Governing Board is charged with ensuring that any stepS- tak n 
by the Depanment of Education in the early stages of developing the tes 
are reviewed carefully before .proceeding. 
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Myths About the Senate's 

. Voluntary National Test Proposal 


• 


I 

f. 


. 1 . -- , 

~llt's just 

another test" 


Ult undercuts 

local control" 


."It won't do 

anything" . 


"We just need funds;...... 

not tests" 


"Noone likes it, 
, " anyway I 
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cs. The Truth About the Senate's 

Voluntary National Test Proposal 

~-'" VOLUNTARY 

~+ INDEPENDENT 

~+ RIGOROUS 

.~+ WELL­
DESIGNED 

Neither slates, nor school districts, nor private, · 
parochial, or home schooled children can be forced to 
use the'lest, or penalized flnanclatly if they decline. 

-
Tbe tests are exclusively controlled by the 
independent" bipartisan, and well-respected 
Natlonal·Assessmenl Governing B~rd. 

The tests will closely follow the lines of the ~7-year 
old ....atiDnal Assessment of Educational Progress. 

The content, specifications, and administration of 
the tests will use the most widely-established 
procedures and safeguards. 

No other tests currently provide the specific,. 

- available Olrough the new voluntary testso 
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PURPOSES FOR VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 


., 	 Improve the,odds of success for all students' , , , 
• 	 Providing, voluntary national tests arms parents and educators with the knowledge of their 

students' individual achievement in comparison to widely respected'national and ' 
international standards. ' , , 

., 	 Focus national attention on the' need to improve basic and advanced skills in 

reading and mathematics ' 


• 	 Individually reported tests will highlight the importance ofreading independently by the 
4th grade, raising awareness that learning to read enables students' to read to learn in all 
subjects. ' .. ", ' 

• 	 Ifstudents don't learn challenging mathematics by 8th ~e,they are less likely to take 

the math courses required for cottege, admission and sucCesS in the workpl~., ' 


Help standards come to life by pro~iding teacherS; parents, and students with 
examples of the kind ofwork expected of studentS in fourth grade reading and 
eighth grade mathematics , -"',' ."" ,'" ' · ' " , ' 

• 	 By giving parents and teachers individual student scores ineomparison to national and 
international standards, these tests Will help school reform permeate to the classroom arid 
honie.' ' 	 ' ,"', ' 

" . " 

., 	 Help energize local efforts to improve teaching and ie-ming in, reading and 

mathematics to high standards ,,' ' 


• 	 Good indicators like the voluntary nation81 teSts coritnDute to raising the standard of 

instruction and curriculum for all students. 


• 	 This effort will stimulate greater useoftUgh:.quility'materiBls to help teachers:;and parents 
prepare students. ' ' , 

:. • .<' 	 • '" ,t :c~..' ,.'" . . ~... ' "<: 'J 

...... '. ..~,:,' .,." , ,'. ""., , ,.... \,. .. " ..... ,.. .'~~ ~ ...... 	 . 
., 'Provide students;'parents, and teachen wllh accurate and re"able,lnform~taon' 


about student performanc,e measured againsnlatio~,lst8ndardL Pareliti hive a 

right to kDow:how w~tbeir;'cbildren'aredoing.~ '.: :\t:,' ,:. , ~ :1.,/:' .. , 


,.,' COngress already receives this inf()a:mati(j~ a1 th~ na~ional and,State levels" b~tpar~ts and', 
" ~;teachers' should Iulve acceSs to stUdentS' le\1eis':ot'aclii'e'~~in'etit'OJhlaiioftarstandard's. 

. 	 7·" .~ •... ~ '. -... ,', ~''''. '·<'"4' .. '''''·····',·:······, • !. ".

These tests will give familieS'and sChools'information on':eXaciIy wnafitemstheir snidents 
answered correctly, and what Breas'need iinprovem~t for each stUdeni.· , 

, ' 	 , " ,~ . ~ , .' 

September 2, 1997 
! ,,' .1 
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SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

The American public supports high national standards 
I 

Parents deserve to, know ho''Y their children are perfo'nriing based o'n rigo'ro'us natio'nal standards f 


no, matter where they live in this country. 


A recent Gallup poll sho'WS that 67''' favO,r using standardized natio'nal tests to, measure the 

achievement O,f students and 77''' favO,r natio'nal standards fo'r measuring the academic 

perfo'rm,ance O,f our schools. ' 


Endonements for the voluntary national tests from the education community 

"Altho'ugh there is extensive testing in O,ur 'natio'n,'there is no, individ\lal student test O,f reading 

o'r mathematics which enables a student to, compare his o'r her wO,rk with students in O,ther states ~ 

and in O,th~ natio'ns. They need testresu)ts. ~dicat~g whether their achievemen~ is.competitive : 

with O,ther,students'arQund the, wo'rld. Insho'rt,' students anet families want to' knO,W what'level 

o'fJearning i$ required to, reach t~ hiSh standards necessary as we, enter the21~ c.entury." , 

Letter signed bY:!h~,f~Q9wing:, ,:., , ' , " ," " ' 


AItterican Federation o'fTeaehers Co'uncil fo'r Exceptio'nal Ch~ld~en 

CO,uncil fo'r Chief State School Officers CO,uncil O,f the Great City Schools 

Natio'nal Educatio'n ~atio'n Natio'nal Scho'o'I Bo'ards AsSociatio'n 

Natio'nal Associatio'n ofElementary School Principals , 

Natio'nal Asso,ciatio'n O,f StateDirecto'rso'fSpecial Educatio'n 


.' " . . . 'j," • • " '.... '.. 

I 

, I 
E.n,~~~e~~~1S f~r the voluntary national tests',~~m the busilJess.,co'mmunity, 

, . 
, , 

"The pro'posed standards and tests will help pro'vide parents, students, educators 'and' Po'licy 

maker~ ,wi~~ !q.~ u,[o'~9n tlley,"ee9 i~Q.~~,)~~C?,hilcl,h~ th~ o'PPO~n:i~ tp :,S1lcceed in 


, the 21 st, cen~ry,~Qrld ~,\Vo'rkplace.~: ,.,' \ :, ...,'" ;," ,:" ' "" 'J, ;;. 


" , ' 'EdWin LUpher-gef, U.S. Charilbef.ofC9mn.~J:cel~ecutive ,CQmmittee 

• ","~':. .' "'" ""J I ~ .~. ." "'" ,.' " • .,' .. ',$ , 

" .... ',.\, ~'?'.• ~~~;~: -",:~.\,:~ 'f.·;::~r '.. }':~: '" .:.:~k )":-' "':: '.-.,»'~~:<'~ .:,:::'." "'::' ,.: ;.,:'"": '. :<'.><~"" . 

":the~~ ~~p'}?' ~I?ro'v~ e.J~.~tiio'~,~, ~e,.U~t~J ~~t~~ ~':.~Q sub~Ji~y ~se~etriic 
, standa,rdsand verify, 8chiey~enttlu:()ugh,rigoro'\l~.t~ing.-;" , '"',, ,;-,

.' '. Educ&ti9n,1ask FO~'7'oftheB..sm~,R;~~Il~~I~ '.' , ' , 

4fThe Alliance believes these VO,luntary tests could be used by state and local school districts to, 
.	measure the pro'gress o'fAmerican students in these core subjects.' ,The Alliance recently 

surveyed its members o'n this issue and an o'verwhelming number SUPPO,rted the initiative to, 

develo'pthe vO,luntary natio'nal tests." 


Natio'nal Alliance o'fBusiness ' 

more 


"Every state should adO,pt high natio'nal standards, and by 1999, every state sho'uld test every 4th 

August 29, 1997 



grader in reading and 8th grader in math to make sure thes~rstandards are met. President 
Clinton's national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted national 
benchmarks in reading and math against which states, sChool districts and parents can judge 
student perforrnBnce." .'. . 

Tam Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Communications, and 
L. John Doeq, Partner in the firm ofKJeiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers . 
on behalfof240 technology industry leaders in a bipartisan call for high national 
education standards in reading and math. . 

. ...~ ' .. 

;.;,: :'.: 


,,: " : '," 

."'". \ .. : " 

August 29, 1997 



RESPONSES TO CONCERNS ABOUT NATIONAL TESTS 

1. 	 We don't need another test. 

• 	 These tests provide infonnation to students, parents and teachers that no other tests do. 
They will show whether individual students meet chalJengin& widely accepted national 
standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. ,And the 8th grade math test shows 
whether students meet international standards as well. No other test provides this clear 
and critical information to students, parents and teachers. There is no other way for 
families that move from community to community or state to state to maintain consistent, 
high expectations in the basics. 

2. 	 Tests don't generate higher academic performance. 

• 	 ,Unlike many other t~s, these tests will be designed so that teachers and students can' 
prepare for them, starting when the child enters school. Teachers and parents will have, 
materials that describe clearly what kind ofwork is expected -- what students must know 

'to master the material and do weUon the tests. 

• 	 In addition, the tests will teU school administrators, parents, and teachers how well 
students and schools are doing. TheyWiJJ be able to teU which schools and students need 
assistance and how to boost their performance. 

• 	 Research and experience show that raising standards for students lifts student 
achievement. these tests are tied to high academic standards, and they will generate high 
academic performance. 

3. 	 National tests are,too controversial to implement without Congressional 
authorization. 

• We welcome Congress asa full partner in the effort to raise standards for all students and 
to provide parents and stUdents with national standards and tests in the basic skills. None 

.. ofus can do this alone. ' We should be working together to raise standards for our 
,~students, improve teaching and I~ng, and give our schoois the tools they need to 
prepare our children for the future. We want Congress to'play a role in this effort. 

• 	 "The Administration will submit legislation shortly to create an independent governing 
board to oversee and ensure the integrity ofthe tests. We will use the National 
Assessment Governing Board, a group that already exists and.that oversees the widely 
used NationalAssessment ofEducation Progress (a sample tests that givesinfonnation on 

. how the U.S. and over 40 states are doing, but provides no information for individual 
students or their teachers and families.) We ask Congress asa partner in the effort to' raise 
standards for all students, to pass this legislation~ , 

,", 

I 


I 


I 
I 
I 

, 
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4. New.tests can lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons of schools and school 
districts. . 

• These tests lead to exactly the right kinds ofcomparisons ­ they tell us how well our 
students and our schools do ·when measured against high standards ofexcellence that 
define w~at students should know and be able to'do in the basics ofreading and math. We 
should welcome these comparisons, not fear them. 

• We should not presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to 
school, will do poorly on this test. We must stop perpetuating the cycle oflow 
exp~tions. that, in ,the name ofcompassion, actually keeps many young people from 
achieving their full potential. . " 

• In Iuly, ·1 S major urban school districts around the country pledged to participate in these 
tests ­ not because these districts believe they will excel the first time around, but because 
they know that their students, when challenged and when provided with the proper 
support, can'perform just as well as any other students can. 

5. New national tests can lead to a national curriculum. 

• Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary math test in 8th gra4e'will 
not create a national curriculum. These tests are based on accepted standards-that reflect 
widespread agreement on what students should know and be able to do. States and local 
communities will continue to determine their curriculum, and will use the natiollal ~ests to 
focus,attention on how to improve student achievement in the basic skills. 

6. Instead of another test, more resources should be sent into the c:lassroom.:.r. . 
. . . . ~~~. 

• 
-.:.' ,: ",' f,';' 

'We agree that more resources should be sent into the classroom. That is why:!he , .... 
Administration has supported record investments in education to help state~and '.;.' ,~,~ 
communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, and pr~m~t~,!h,e~~ectiye 
use oftechnology in the classroom. The national tests will aid us in betterun~~standiIlg 
where those resources are needed and how they can be w;isely spent. They are an integral 
part ofa comprehensive strategyto rB:is.e. ~~lJI,ds ~d!irr&prove ~ucation. ' i,,;j;~'" ;',,' 

7. 'Some :r.temben ~fCongress ~ay the federal g~v~~ment is already spending ~ver ' 
5500 nlillion just to test students.' . 

• This figure is totally incorrect. Approximately 9()01o ofthe funds cited by Members is for 
the Ooals,2ooo program, which improves teaching and learning in local classrooms by 
helping states and school districts raise standards, train teachers, promote the effective use . 
oftechnology and increase parental and community involvement. A very small part ofthis ' 

, \ 

money goes to tests. \ , 

September 2, 1997 
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CURRENT PARTICIPANTS IN THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 
4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH GRADE MATBEMATICS 

STATES 

AlaSka' 


, Kentucky 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
North Carolina 
West Vtrginia 

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICfS 
Atlanta, GA 
Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale). FL 
Chicago. IL 
Cincinnati. OH 
Detroit. MI 
EIPaso. TX 
Fresno. CA ' 
Houston, TX I 

Long Beach, CA I 
I ' 

Los Angeles; CA, 
I 

New York City. NY 
Omaha, NE 

,.v 

Philadelphia, PA 
S8il:1Antonio; TX 

, ' , . 
Seattle. WA, 

The Department 'of Defense sChools WiJl a1~ participate, ' 
, I 

Together. these states arid school districts represent 20010 ofall 4th and 8th graders. I 

August 29. 1997 
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Establishing n'ational standard for measuring 

the academic performance of the public schools 
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Using standardized 'national tests to'measure 

the academic·achievement 'of:students 
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NAEP MEASURES HIGH STANDARDS: 

State NAEP Scores for 4th Grade Reading 


- . .' 

Compared to States' Own Assessments 
, 
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Source: us Department of Education, State departments of eULIcation. National Education Goals' Panel 
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u.s. CHAMBER SUPPORTS GROWING BIPARTISAN CALL 
FOR VOLUNTARY EDUCATION STANDARDS AND TESTS 

t 
I 

WASHINGTON - The U;S. Chamber 6f Commerce .:.. the world's largest business . ,',' ,. . .' 

federation representing an underlying membership of more than three million businesses 

and organizations of every size, sector ~nd region - today threw its support behind the I 
,I • " ,. 

growing bipartisan call for voluntary education st$ndardsand tests. ! 

'Wednesday's endorsement by leading bUSiness executives of proposed national 

reading and ~athtests:'" announced at the Whit~ House ~ supports our long-held belief . 
~ . 

that all Children need:and deserve a wor1d-<:lass education." said Edwin Lupberger. 

chairman of the U.S: Chamber's Executive Committee and'chairf!lan and presidentof 

Entergy Corporation. 

The U.S. Chamber.also:talled on an proponents to back yesterday's endorsement . I 
i 
1with an action plan,to support voluntaryworld-classacadenii6 standards. The Common. 


Agenda, developed by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the National Alliance of Business 


and The Business Roundtable, calfs on u.s. companies to consider state and local 

. '.. .' ". '. ~", ., . 

education standards in mal.dng location decisions. to examine student transcripts before ., 


hiring, and to target cOrporate education philanthropy' to initiathiesand communities 

,'" ';,;::.'. ·"r:"::::~:~;;i1·,.~,,ir.•\:~;' ·~1 . ~" . .' ~ ", ,.! . 

promoting.higtHeveJ volunt~ry academic standards. 

"U.S. businesses have iearned the hard way that ~ing competitive begins with 


Identifying and~tti~g~:tom"eliii~e stand~rds·'lu~~~~~~~aici -the proposed standards 

. .' . ~~.'" ,,' , 

and.~ests will.help provid~ parents, students, educators and P9licymakers with the . .,\" I 
• 'd 111' ~., ~ r::-:l:~$·~·-:\~~", ,.. ,..~.:':"":~.:~.. ~" , ....'. ""'.- : ~ ..,.' .~.: ..' . .,"\' , " 
Information they need to ensure every child has the opportUnity to succeed In .the 21 st. 

I 
! 

century ~rld'ancfWorkplaee." . 

TheU:S..Cttam~i'looks fOrward to working With oommittedpartners on how best to 

develop appropriate standards'and implement assessments that are voluntary, based or:! 

cOnsensus, locally implemented and part of a comprehensive strategy to upgrade and 

reform local, state and national education ~~ training syStems. ' 

[For further Information on the U.S. Chamber's education and training strategy and '. I 

programs, contact the Center for Workforce Preparation, the U.S. Chamber's not.for-profit 
education and training affiliate at (202) 463-5525.J 
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NATIONALt:')ALLIANCE· 
OF BUSINESS 

For Release: Immediate· Contact Milt Goldberg 
2021289-2944 

".., 

, Business leader's endorse President Clinton's 
initiative to develop voluntary national tests 

, . 

Washington, DC (May 21, 1997) -lames F. Orr m, chairman and CEO ofUNUM Corporation 
and chairman ofthe National Alliance ofBusiness(NAB), today announced theendorsemerit of ' 
the Alliance for efforts supporting the initiative to develop voluntary natiorial tests, originally 
proposed by President Clinton in his 1997 State ofthe Union address, to measure student reading 
skills in the 4th graae and mathematics skills in the 8th grade. The Alliance believes these 
voluntary tests could be used by state and local school districts to measure the progress of, 
American students in these core subjects. 

The Alliance recently surveyed its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported 
the initiative to devel.opthe voluntary national tests. 

.. • + 

The Alliance works cooperatively with over 30Qstate and local business/education coalitions in 
, partner~p with school leaders,. parents, and teachers to 'improve the quality ofAmerican 
education. '.. ,,"" ",,', ' .., " . . c' 

• :, I ~ ~. :' • f 

, The Natjonal AI/'iance, ojBusinesSis a ~onprofit,~business~ledorganization dedicated to bUilding , 
, , . a ~iiy~orkforce byimp~oviniA1JIeric'an'educa,~on, fo~g;,ng.aSmooth transition from school, 
," t~ worA; ~ng)ife-Ioiii Ie,qn,~itiopporiUn/ile;Jpr!~~be~t 'Workers aridfosterjng' ',' 

strateiie~ that, siinultaneouSij->Q4dfess\Yor,re;'securlij,'tiiiieiPiioyerflexibility. The: Al~iance is 
. ' ,> • ), w .,1,. . . ,1 • '- " • • • ," <. I ~ 

chaired by James F. O"NI, chairman and CEO ofUNUM,Corporation.. 
. ~. ,.,._ ,,' ~. , .' l.., '..1. • 

120 I New York Avenue, NW Suite 700 Washington, D.C. 20005-6143 

2021 289·2888 FAX 2021 289-1303 TDD 2021 289·29n E-maillnfo@nab.com www.nab.com 
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.8 the Business Roundtable 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE .. " 'Contact: Johanna Schneider 
FEBRUARY 10, 1?97 (202) 872·1260 

STATEMENT BY NORMAN R. AUGUSTINE, CHAIRMAN AND CEO 

LOCKHEED MARTIN CORPORATION AND 


CHAIRMAN, EDUCATION TASK FORCE OF 

, THE BUSINESS ROUNDTABbE ' 

,ON PRESIDENT CLINTON'S CALL FOR NATIONAL TESTS iN 
READING AND MATHEMATICS 

Wasldngton, DC-The Business Roundtable applauds the President's continued efforts to ' , 
makelachievement of high academic standards a top prioi'ity~-a goal the Roundtaole itself has 
been pursuing. The Roundtable ,~uppons voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th 
grade mathematics. These tests will :p~ovide a national benchmark in reading and,an ' 
international benchmark in mathematics that parents and educators can use to learn how their 
own children and students are performing. 

The first step to improve education in the United States is to substantially, raise academic 
standards and verify achievement through rigorous testing. In many local communities, 
parents are uncertain about whether their children are being adequately prepared to succeed. 
They do not,know whether their child's grades or test scores measure,'up to expectations in i 
other communities, states or countries:'Parentswho move frequently are surprised to discover! 
that the rigor of what their children learn in school varies from place to place. Yet, when: ", ' 
young people apply for a job, employers hold them to ,the same standard, no matter where they : 

, went to school, because employers must themselves compete 'on a worldwide basis. 

:'The'Business Roundtable urges states ,and locai:corrimunities' tocontiDue, to adopt staiidards in : 
, these'basic subjects and in oihe~core'aca~emicdiSCip1ines;' Successftilschoqls~ like'successful : 
busi~~~~es.,'~s,e <J.ata to iinp~ov~':~elrJ?eqo~~e. 'The ,~vailabi1it¥"ofinlat~ona16~~chfl.tar~ in; 
4th'grade reading and an intemationaroen~hmark in 8th grade math should help'driVe'the '. 
improvements that are ,needed to help stUdents meet world~lassacademic standards. ' : 

• i 

The Business Roundtable is an association ofmore than 200 chief executives of leading U.S. 
corporations, employing over lOmillion people. The CEOs examine public policy issues that 
affect the economy and develop positions which seek to reflect sound economic and social , 
principles. . " ,I, 
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A BIPARTISAN CALL FROM U.S. TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRYLEADERS . 
FRO IDGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MATH 
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COALITION FOR. DEVELOPMENT OF VOLUNTARy'NATIONAL TESTS 

August 27, 1997 

Members of me United States Senate 

Dear Senator: 

Subject: 	 Support for funds in the FV 1998 Education Appropriation. (S.i061) 
to Develop National !ests in Mathematics and ReadlDC 

The organizations listed below urge your suppon for me Appropriations Committee provisions in 
the Fiscal Year 1998 LaborlHHSlEdu~tion ,Bill (S.I06I) which enable development oCnew ' 
voluntary national tests for individual students in mathematics and reading. We urge. also, your 
opposition to any amendments which wouid, prohibit funding for development of the tests or 
otherwise impede their preparation. 

,Why develop yolunt'a national test.;? 

Our students must be able ~ benchmark their education progress now in ways never done before 
SO they may prepare f'or their, future. Although there is extensive telting in,our nation, there is no 
individual Jtudent test ofreading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his Or her Work 
with students in other states and in other nations. Our highly mobile students and their families need 
test results indicating their performance L~ they move among school districts and states. Our 
children will also compete for jobs across communities, states, and nations. They need test results 
indicating whether their achievement is competitive with other students around the world. "In shon, 
ltudents and (a",mcs want 10 know what level of leaming is required 10 reach th~ high standards 
necessary u we enter the 21st Cen~ry. . , 

The proposa' for developing national tests i.n reading and mathematics is desisned 10 provide,that 
'information at two cri~icalpoints.- 4th srade in reading and 8th grlde in mathematics. The 
selection of 4th grade readil)8 is made becaUse at that stage 10 succeed in all subjeCts in ,school. 
students must have profiCiency in reading English. The selection of' 8th grade math~matiCs is Icey, , 
because that is the pivotal year for a student to determine what level of'mathematics ahe or he will 
pursue in high Ichool.This choice, in tum, heavily influences whether or, not the ItudentwiU 
advance to postsecondary education. 

DesiS" oftbc,tOlta 

The proposal for deveJoping the &est! included in the Appropriations Committee's biJI takes 
maximum advantage of'tests already-, in .use. It enables students and families to have the 
achievement information they want in an efficient and timely way.' , 

The new tests are'built on the widely accepted testing done under the National Assessment of 
Educational Prosress (NAEP). NAEP enjoys suong, bipartisan suppon as a measure of national, 
student .amples and samples in more than 40 srates of student achievement in mathematics and 
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.reading. By basing the new individual student tests on content tested under NAEP, the new test is 
the most efficient way to . link scores nationally to NAEP and internationally to the Third 
.lnternational Mathematics and Science Study. As a result. a lons·standing hope will be realized by 
2000: an individual student anywhere in the United States will be able to compare his or her 
academic achievement to that ofstudents in other states and in more than 40 other countries. 

SafeguB,tds;n test deyelgpmcnt 

The Senate Appropriations Committee, With the agreement of the Administration, has provided clear 
saf'egu..,ds for development of the tests; The development and field trials of the new tests will be 
revicwC# ~y the National Academy of Sciences with a favorable report required in advance of any 
use ofth~.tCsts. The process ofACademy review is comparable to the quality controls required by 

.' . Congress.in the develo'pnient of the NAEP. in that case, by the National. Academy of Education..... ' 

The Congress, the states and localities, and students and parents win have the advantage. of a . 
thorough technical and professional review before the national tests are actually administered. 

,. 

Uryenc;y for test deycJgpment in 1997 , . 

The memb,rs ofour organizations urge tha~ development of.the national.tests.moves foi()"d in 
1997. States and localities are now addressing significant choices relarding their fulUre~tilJg 
systems. The option of using the national tests in reading and mathematics is an extremely 
important orie. We need. to have that option, but final decisions require test availability by 1999 and 
design and field testing in 1997 and 1998. No Slate is required to participate; and no state should 
be denied the option by halting test development. This use of federal funds for test development . 
.	i. as cost~ffective an investment instate. national and international reading and ma~ematics 
comparisons as could be made with. public or private funds.., . 

We'urg~ the Senate'to give the green light for devel~ping voluntary national tests. in Jeading and 
mathematics. thereby enablins our students and their families to genuinely benchmark their , 
in~lividual efforts and resulutotheir counterparts throuShout the United States and aroundlhc,.
world:: .'. . . " .' . 	 . .... ,.. 

Thank you for your consideration ofour recommendation. 

Respectfully submitted; 

American Federation of Teachen 
Council for EXCeptional Children 
Council of Great City Schools 
Councilor Chi~f Stale School Officers 
National Association of Elementary School Principals . '. i 

National Association of State Directors of Special Education 
National Education Association 
National School Boards Association 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION or 
SfATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION 

September 3, 1997 

- Dear Representative: 

The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) urges you to 

oppose any amendments offered to the FY 98 Labor-HHS-Education 

Appropriations bill, H.R. 2264, that would prevent the Department of Education 

from further development of the national assessments in reading and math. 


"	Developmen~ of these tests, which will be patterned after the widely acclaimed 

National Assessment of Educational Progress -(NAEP). is consistent with the 

Department of Education'.. traditional role in research and development and 

should not be impeded. "In addition, for those states opting to participate in the 

"program. "it offers an unprecedented opportunity for individual students to 

compare their abilities with other students from across:the nation. Currently, no 

assessment system of this scope exists. " 


State participation in the testing program is strictly voluntary. Because this 
initiative is only six"months old. many states have just begun to consider whe.ther 
they should· participate or not. Still, six states have already given their" 
commitment to administer the tests beginning in the spring of 1999: Kentucky, 

"Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan,·North Carolina; and West Virginia. 

. Furthermore. H.R. 2264 requires a rigorous evaluation process at the federal 

level as well.' The proposed legislation directs the National Academy of Sciences 

to study the national assessments' preliminary field results and submit a report 

to Congr,ss oy next summer. It Is at that time, after the majority of states have 

weighed in on the issue and the Academy's review is complete, that Congress 

shourd and will be able to conduct an informed debate over the merits of the 

tests. 


We believe the states should" be afforded the opportunitY to decide for 
" themselves whether to take part in' these national assessments. These 

discussions .among" state education· policymakers can only continue if the 
. deveiopment of such tests pro(:eeds. Again. we request that you oppose any / 
amendments to H.R. 2264 regarding national assessments. 

Brenda Ulienthal Welburn 
Executive Director 

1012 Cameron Street 
AltlWldr1a. Virginia 22314 

'703614 4000" 
FAX 'JOUJ6..2l1l 
E·mIiI:boards(f1IUbc•.,. 
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 
• ! 

I. 

Measuring Success in &hool 
Rep. William Goodling's AuI. 13 

c:oIumn attacking voluntary natioo­
aI tests was based largely on . the 
Pennsylvania Republican's· belief 
that . ':'AmericaDs doD't W3Ilt and 
don't Deed a DeW national reading 
test for fourth-graders and a DeW 
natioaal math test for eighth-grad­
ers." This statement demonstrates 
a misunderstanding of the impor­
lance of these tests to families,' 
students and teaChers, wboW3lll to 
know if our students have mas­
tered the basics DO matter where 
they 6ve and work. 

'Ibis is not siinply "'another test. • 
It is about·setting high expectations 
and standards for students and then 
measuring achievement based CD 
these goa.Ia. The DeW voluntary 
tests of fourtb.grade readin" and 

'eigbth-gade mathematics will°offer, 
, for die first time, an assessment of 
,individual student perfOI'l'DllDCe' in 
these two critical sUbject areas 
based CD DItionaI and international 
standards 01- esceDeoc:e. No curreDt 

, test 3cbieves this goal. 
Alter the testa are given, aD the 

test ite:i:us WiD be made available and 
will be accompanied by iDformatioa 
that lets teachers, and parents know 
what goes' into the tests., what theY 
mean and bow parents can heIp·their 
d:U.Idren get ready for them. Raising 
expectatioos and standards ineduca-' 
tion motivates students to learn 
more and work buder. 

, . J differ with Rep. Goodling's 
\'iew that these tests are inconsis­
tent with Goals 2000. Like the rest 
of the president's education initia­
tives, these· testa will give local 
schools and, states oew Opportuni. 
ties to improve. 

As 10rmer governors, President 
.QintOD IJld I Btroogly support the . 

.. 

essential state and local nature of 
education. Providing a voluntary 
reading test in grade four and a 
mathematics test in grade eight 
bas nothing to do with creating 
such a national c:w:ricWum. We 
W3Ilt to strengthen local education 
by giving state a.ild Ioca1 govern­
ments and parents the chance to 
know how well their students have 
learned to read and to do math. 

The administration also will ask 
CongresS to' expalid the iuthority 
of the National Assessment Gov­
erning Board to include setting test 
po6cy for the two national tests as 
it does DOW for the National AJi,. 
sessment of Educational Progress. 
This is the best way to make sure 
that the DeW tests are overseen by 
an independent and bipartisan or­
~tion. I hope Congress will 
pass this legislation withOut delay. 
' ,PerhapS the most disappointing 
suggestion by Rep. Goodling is that 
a national test would be "inappro. 
priate" for some "disadvantagecr 
students. We must stop perpetuat­
ing the cycle of low expectations 
that ,keeps so many yOUng' people 

,from achieving their IuD potential. 
,OoJy if we are wiJUng to break free 
from the tyranny of low expecta­
lions and help individual states and 

'schools to challenge students can 
we acltieve higher'standards of 
learning for aU students. Fifteen 
large urban school districts already 
have committed to having their 
students take the test. 

These tests, along with the ef­
forts to improve education, will 
raise standards of learning for stu­
dents across America.' . 

RICHARD W. ,~; 
u.s. ~ III F.odIaaaD 

Washington 

I' 
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TESTS: A GOOD IDEA THAT'S BEING DONE RIGHT 
By Richard W. Riley 
U. S. Secretary of Education 

Howlong should it take to prepare a 4th~gr~de reading test or an 8th-grade . 

. math test? Should)t take more than two years? 

Diane Ravitch seems to think so (op-ed, August 26.) She chides the 

Clinton Administration for "hurriedly" preparing,voluntary national tests in these 

su~jects. ,Yet the tests are scheduled for the spring of 1999, about 2-1/3 years 

after President Clinton proposed them. Only hi Washington could that be 

considered "hurrying.': 

The fact is. it takes about two years to prepare high-quality tests, evaluate 

them, and then actually administer th,em. We are moving deliberately enough to 

do the job right, but' fast enough to get these tests into schools sssoon as 

possible. The tests will help children to learn the basics,' and our kids shouldn't 

have to wait for that. 

Ms. Ravitch and I do agree on one thing,lthough -- the entity overseeing the 

tests should be independent and bipartisan. Tnat is why I went on national' 

television two days before Ms. Ravitch's article appeared to say that the, 

Administration will ask the Congress to expand the authority of.the National' 

Assessment Governing Board (NAGS) to include setting test policy. NAGB is by 

far the best way to assure independence and to, make sure the tests will earn the 

confidence of parents, teachers, communitie's, states, and school districts. I hope 
\ . I . . 

the Congress will p~ss the legiSlation without delay. 

Of course, we have been actively pursuing bipartisan support for the tests 

all along. The proc~ss that we have used duplibates the process that NAGB uses 

to develop the N~tional Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) tests, which 

are now used in almost every state. The voluntary national tests will us'e the 
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same frameworks and performance standards as NAEP. For those who aren't 


familiar with such jargon. that means that the v,oluntary national tests will be 

~ , 

challenging and hold students to high standards of learning. And just as NAGB 


does~hen it develpps NAEP (sorry about the ~cronym overload), we asked the 


Chief State School; Officers to appoint nonpartisan committees of teachers and 

~ " 

other experts to design the test specifications. ~ 
~' ~ 

In addition, our process has been inclusive and open. We have held many 

, public hearings and put the transcripts on the Internet for all the world to see. I 

,have also have testified before, Congress at least four times. and other officials of " 
, , ' 

the U. S. Department of Education have also testified. We have answered everyr . . 

questionput to us, pnd we continue to reachol1Jt to state education leaders as 


welf. Recently, representatives from 47 states;attended a meeting on the tests 


which was covered by C-SPAN and other pres's represenatives. 

) '," 

Process is important, but we should never lose sight of what's mo~t 


important, and that's making sure that student~ are well grounded in reading and 


, math. That will improve the odds of success for all children, and that's really 

what the President's proposal is all about. The tests will inform parents, 

teachers, and students themselves about whant takes to reach national and even 

international standards of achievement no mat(~rwhere they live --:- something no 

other tests currently do. 

The American people support the Presid~nt's call forvoluntary national 


standards. The Phi: Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll, released on Tuesday, showed that 


two out of three Am:ericans believe national tests will improve student 


achievement "a great deal or quite,a lot." 


With that kind of public support. it would petragic if the Congress moved to 


delay or kill national testing. as some members10f Congress'want to do. They 


would deny many states and school districts the right to even consider the option, 
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thwarting 'the principle of local control. 

It wo~rd be wrong to allow a good idea 't~at can help our children learn to 
, . 

languish, It is time: to move..1am pleased tha~ the contract to develop the tests 
, . I 

has been awarded to an alliance that includes ,:the 'nation's most respected test 

pubHshers and a bipartisan council on basic skills. 

We're on the right track, and we wel~ome the involvement of every 

American in this effort. Let's work together an9 keep our eye on the prize. 

####. 
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Voluntary.NationalTes~ng: ~es aNo Brainer 
. . ·By .... 
Michael Casserly* 

When Congress returns for i~Fall session, members will take up one of the most 
defining education issues they have faced in sometime: voluntary national tests for 41h gr.tde 
reading and 8th grade math. 

Pr~sident Clinton proposed the tests to spur the flagging standards movement. He was 
right to do so. The drive to heighten educational standards is losing steam. The standards and 
assessments now being developed by the states a·re spouy at best, and nlany have begun Lo . 
question whether all the work is worth it. The national tests could provide direCLion to these 
disparate efforts and breathe some much-needed life into the standards movement. 

The question before COngress, posed by Education and Economic Opportunity 
Committee Chair Bill Goodling (R-PA), is whether the legislature should prevent' the Cl'~nton 
AdministC".ttion from using federal funds to develop and administer the new assessments. The 
vote is. of cOurse, a' proxy on the tests themselves. But'Congress-Republican and Democrats­
·should support the tests for a number of reasons. 

. , 

, First, Republicans should remember that l.hesetests are direct descendents of the oncs 
proposed by President Bush in "America 2000". The White House and Congressional 
Republicans. at the time, pushed tests to' spur excellence in public education. Clinton n~er 
-strayed far from the original blueprint in proposing -Goals 2000· then 'orVohmtary Nat.ional 
Tests now. The tests have spanned the administrations of both parties and encompass an idea 
around which a national and bipaitisan consensus is now clear.. 

Second. the 106ch ~ngress-beginnmg in i99~will reauthori~~he mai'n engine of 
federal involvement in schools, the ~emen~ry andS~condary Education Act, ~n~ wilt want 
answers to tough questions that nati6nal tcst results could help anSwer. " ' . 

, " ' 

Third, some Democrats fear that test'results could reflect badly on minority children. ' 
Many worry about tlle use of cite tests to label or' exclude them. It isa concern wortl1y of 
vigilance. AdvocateS argue, correctly, that testing is not teaching, and that the challenge is to: 
provide opponunity for achievement, not just the measurement of it. The sorry truth,. 
however, is dlat weare never going to get to issues of oppoitunity untiJ the debates on 
, standards are more settled. The nation should be able to walk and chew gum at.the same time 
as it PUl"$ues both ends of the educational reform proccss,'but apparently it cannot..;.. or wi1l 
not. The national tests will give liberals a better data base from whiCh to advocate greater 
opponunity for poor kids. 



. ..' 

There are many issues that remain to be solved, including problems of duplicate 

testing, accommodations for students who are disabled or do not speak Erlgli.~h, and costs. 

The Administnuion has just ~esQlved oneby placing control ofthe cxarns under an 

independent board, and is working to solve the others. 


Urhan public school systems in 15 major cities. for their part, announced l'ecently that 
they would take the exams, a move Clinton called historic and astonishing, But they st.epped 
fOrw"'ud not to surprise people or to tweak the states over their sluggish pace. They 
volunteered because high standards have more significance to urban cominunities from which 
so little is expected than they have almost anywhere else. And they volunteered to say clearly 
to the nation that urban school children could compete with any kids,anywhe~e if they arc 
given an opportunity to learn. That should be a no brainer for conservatives and liberals 
alike. 

The initial test results, particularly out of urban schools, m~y- in fact:--be low: That' 
should catch few by surprise. It may astOUild more people that some city schools will do well 
and that I~any we-.tlthier districts are not as good as their public relations fimlS advertise. Few 
people have noticed yet that America's urban public scho01 systems are coming back. This 
new ascendance has a 101: to do with the attention big city schools are paying to their bottom 
line: student achievement. Nothing sharPens one's attention better than tcst results. And 
while not a11 urb~n schools will want to take the Voluntary National Tests,. tlJcy sure would 
like,theopporturuty to de(.i.de~ Now that's local control. 

. It Michael Casserly is Executive Director of the Council of the Great City Schools. 
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