Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Math |
A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards

Tonight, I issue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national

standards, and by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader in reading and every

8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met. }
President Clinton, State of the Umon Address, F ebruary 4, 1997

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND .-

‘ DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards
‘are needed to help instill the skills, American values, and encouragement for hard work that our

children need to succeed in school and in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful

.- standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in the basic subjects of

reading and mathematics. , ;

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT |

EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS.

Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and
geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows
that students who fail to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of

dropping out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the

basics of mathematics by the end of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough .
mathematics a.nd science courses in h1gh school which in turn prepare them for college and better
_]ObS : ' '

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where
we need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), 40 percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the “basic” achievement level. In the
Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), U.S. 4th graders score above
average in math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in
mathematics, and only 5 percent of U.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent

.1nternat10nally

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND $TH

GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no

matter where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their
children are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give
parents this information, the U.S. Department of Education is offering every state and school
district the opportunity to use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade
mathematics, beginning in 1999. These rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time,
scores for individual students, measured against widely accepted national and international
standards of excellence. They will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind
of accurate information they need to help students master basic and advanced skills and
strengthen academic performance. :

- more -



NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS Schools and
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher
in every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to
support these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and _
communities are aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests
are already spurring a renewed nation-wide effort to support school 1mprovement and strengthen
student achievement in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to
improve reading. The mathematics and science community, engineers and business leaders are
working to improve mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals
and communities in using the tests effectively, the U.S. Department of Education, the National
Science Foundation and others are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents
and teachers on how to prepare to meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve
education, and what high standards in reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort,

“every year the entire test (along with answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be
released to the public'and available on the Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can
know what is expected for students to reach standards of excellence

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will
be modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathemtics. The NAEP tests are
based on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics
specialists, curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national
consensus of what students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages
of learning. - ‘

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current
NAEP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual
states perform in reading and mathematics. A very small percentage of students participate in |
NAEP, and no parents know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary

. national tests will provide students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare
individual student performance to widely accepted national and international standards and to
identify students and schools that need extra help. These standard measures of excellence will -
help parents hold schools accountable for improved performance, help teachers and principals
improve curriculum and instruction, and give students a guide for charting their own progress.

* DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS. The U.S. Department of
Education will contract with independent test developers to produce the new tests, which will be
available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Guidance for test
development will come from the most successful mathematics and reading teachers, parents, -
governors, and local and state education, civic and business leaders. Interested test publishers,
states, and local school districts will be licensed to administer the tests each year. Individual test
scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide
how to use the data. Each test will require approximately 90 minutes of total testing time. - States
and school districts can administer the tests as part of their local testing programs.

For more'ihformation, visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nétiohaltests July 7,1997


http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests
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VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS
A STRATEGY TO MASTER THE BASICS AND REACH HIGH STANDARDS

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND

- DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards

are needed to help instill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to
succeed in school and in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what
students should be expected to learn and achieve in the basic subjects of reading and
mathematics. ‘

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS.
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and

' geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows

that students who fail to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of .
dropping out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the
basics of mathematics by the end of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough
mathematics and science courses in high school Whlch in turn prepare them for college and better
_]ObS '

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where -
we need to be as a nation.  According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), 40 percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the “basic” achievement level. In the
Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above
average in math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in
mathematics, and only 5 percent of U.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent
mtematlonally :

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no
matter where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their
children are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give
parents this information, the U.S. Department of Education is prepared to offer every state and
school district the opportunity to use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade
mathemiatics, beginning in 1999. These rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time,
scores for individual students, measured against widely accepted national and international
standards of excellence. They will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind

-of accurate information they need to help students master basic and advanced skllls and
~ strengthen academic performance.

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will -
be modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are
based on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics

'specialists, curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national

consensus of what students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages

-~ of learning. The voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics,

linked to TIMSS, so that scores can be compared to national and international standards. The
Department has proposed that Congress authorize the bipartisan National Assessment Governing
Board to set policy for the tests as they do for NAEP.



NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS.  Schools and
communities are already working hard at educational improvement they are committed to parent
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher
in every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to
support these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and
communities are aiming at clear; high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests -
are already spurring a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen
student achievement in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to
improve reading. The mathematics and science community, engineers and business leaders are
working to improve mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals
and communities in using the tests effectively, the U.S. Department of Education, the National
Science Foundation and others are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents
and teachers on how to prepare to meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve
education, and what high standards in reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort,
every year the entire test (along with answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be
released to the public and available on the Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can
know what is expected for students to reach standards of excellence.

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNI’I‘IES. The current

'NAERP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual

states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents
know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance
to widely accepted national and international standards and to identify students and schools that
need extra help. These standard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools
accountable for improved performance, help teachers and principals improve curriculum and
instruction, and give students a guide for charting their own progress

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS The U. S Department of
Education has contracted with educational research firms and test publishers to develop the tests
which will be available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Guidance
for test development has come from the most successful mathematics and reading teachers,

parents, governors, and local and state education, civic and business leaders.

Individual test scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school -
districts will decide how to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to
administer the tests as part of their local testing programs.

For more information, visit our web site at http //www ed. gov/natlonaltestsf August 28,
1997 : : '
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L Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics:
/ A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards

Tonight, I ssue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national .
standards) and by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader in reading and
every 8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met.

‘President Bill Clinton

1997 State of the Union Address

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE

ARE ESSENTIAL TO UR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to help

"instill the skills and enco ragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school'and in

- life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected
to learn and achieve in the basrc subjects of reading and mathematics. :

A CHALLENGE TO }’ARENTS TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS.
Reading well by grade |4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and -
geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that
students who fail to learim to réad English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping
out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of
mathematics by the end o grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and scrence
- courses in high school which in turn prepare them for college and better jobs. |

l
While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we
need to be as a nation. Accordmg to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40
percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the “basic” achievement level. In the Third"
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average in
math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in mathematics,
and only 5 percent of U S eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent internationally.

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATI()NAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH
- GRADE MATHEMATICS Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter
where they live or move jn this country. And they have the right to know how well their children are
doing compared with sltudents in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this
information, the U.S. Department of Education is prepared to offer every state and school district the
opportunity to use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics, beginning
in 1999. These rigorous|tests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual students,
measured against widely accepted national and international standards of excellence. They will give
- states, local commumtrés teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need to help
students master basic arild advanced skills and strengthen academic performance. ~ '

' TESTS BASED ON W ELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be -
modeled on the NAEP i 1n 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based
on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists,
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what -
students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The
voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, -
so that scores can be compared to national and even international standards. As proposed by the
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A NATIONAL EFFORT ‘TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS

Schools and
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are developing a tool chgst that includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to
meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve education, and what high standards in -
reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with
answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be released to the public and available on the
Internet so that students parents, and teachers can know what is expected for students to reach
standards of excellence.

TOOLS FOR PAREN:TS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current
NAEP is designed to aésess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual
states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents
know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide
students, parents, and tdachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance
to widely accepted natiorlal and intemational standards and to identify students and schools that need

" improved performance,

extra help. These stand
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For more information, wsxt the voluntary national tests web site at http: /lwww.ed. gov/nationaltests/
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VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS
A STRATEGY TO MASTER THE BASICS AND REACH HIGH STANDARDS

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND
DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are
needed to help instill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed
in school and in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students
should be expected to learn and achieve in the basic subjects of reading and mathematics.

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS.
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and
- geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that
students who fail to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping
out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of
mathematics by the end of grade 8§ do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and science
courses in high school which in turn prepa:e them for college and better jobs.

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we
need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40
percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the “basic” achievement level. In the Third
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average
in math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in
mathematics, and only 5 ‘percent of U.S. exghth grade students score in the top 10 _percent
internationally. : ’

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter
where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their children
are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this
information, the U.S. Department of Education is prepared to offer every state and school district
the opportunity to use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics,
beginning in 1999. These rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual
students, measured against widely accepted national and international standards of excellence. They
will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need
to help students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic performance.

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be
modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based
on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists,
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what
students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The

~ voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, -
- so that scores can be compared to national and international standards. In a compromise with the
Administration, the US Senate has passed an amendment to give the independent bipartisan National
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) authority to make policy decisions for the voluntary nanonal
tests as it currcntly does for NAEP. o :

| ] . September 22, 1.997
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NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS.  Schools and
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent
. involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacl}er
in every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to support
these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are
~ aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests are already spurring
a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement
in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The
mathematics and science community, engineers and business leaders are working to improve
mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using
the tests effectively, the U.S. Department of Education, the National Science Foundation and others
are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to
meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve education, and what high standards in
reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with
answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be released to the public and available on the
Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can know what is expected for students to reach

standards of excellence

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES: The current
NAEP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual
states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents
know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance
to widely accepted national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need
extra help. These standard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools accountable for
~improved performance, help teachers and principals improve. curneulum and instruction, and give
students a guide for charting their own progress

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS. The voluntary national test
development contract was awarded to a group led by the American Institutes for Research.
Subcqntracting companies include some of the most respected test publishers and research
organizations in the country. The National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences

~will be awarded the voluntary national test evaluation contract to monitor and evaluate the
development process and testing administration. Guidance for test development.has come from the
most successful mathematics and reading teachers, parents, and local and state education, civic and
business leaders. - .

Individual test scores will net be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts
will decide how to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the

tests as part of their local testing programs. The volunta.ry natlonal tests will first be administered
in the spring of 1999. :

F or more information, visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/

2 . September 22, 1997
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TALKING POINTS FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS

The voluntary national tests for 4th grade reading in English and 8th grade math provide an
opportunity for states and local school districts to gain valuable information about their students’
academic achievement and will be a motivational tool to snmulate nationwide interest in ensuring
all children master the basics.

" THE TESTS ARE VOLUNTARY

° States and local school districts, as well as pnvate schools, have the opportumty to offer
the tests to their. students beginning in the spring of 1999, but it is not mandatory. '
. No state will be required to give these tests as a condition of receiving federal funding.

THE TESTS ARE BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED, RIGOROUS STANDARDS

. The tests will be based on the widely respected National Assessment of Educational

' Progress (NAEP - also known as the Nation’s Report Card) which is used in 43 states.

. NAEP’s content frameworks and performance standards are widely accepted and were

developed with strong input from teachers, curriculum experts ‘and state education
officials.

THE TESTS WILL GIVE PARENTS AND TEACHERS THE SAME INFORMATION

THAT MEMBE{RS OF CONGRESS AND POLICY MAKERS NOW RECEIVE

. Every year, when the NAEP results are released, Members of Congress receive important
information about how well the nation and the states are doing, to help decide how to
improve our schools. Not one parent in America receives similar information about his
or her own child compared to national standards of excellence.

. The voluntary national tests will be different from NAEP by providing individual student
information to parents and teachers; NAEP is a sample test designed to assess how well
the nation and states perform. :

. These tests will empower parents by providing them with the information they need to
determine if their children are on track in the basic skills. With the information provided
by these tests, the conversation around the dinner table can be as well informed as the
conversation in the hearing room -- and parents can act on behalf of their own children.

THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS ARE NOT A NATIONAL CURRICULUM

. The voluntary national tests will help determme a child’s academic achievement, but will
not guide a national curriculum.
. The tests will provide information to parents and teachers about an ‘mdrvndual student’s

performance and the local education authorities will determine how to use the results.

THE 8TH GRADE TEST COVERS BASIC MATH AS WELL AS THE FOUNDATIONS |
OF GEOMETRY AND ALGEBRA, NOT THE SO-CALLED “WHOLE MATH”

. The voluntary national math test will help students to master the basic skills in math..
. In addition, it will also expect that students master much more challenging material based .
on tough demanding standards including the foundations of algebra and geometry.
. International research shows that most other industrialized nations introduce their students

to algebra and geometry much earlier than the United States.



UNDER THE FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF EDUCATION, THE DEPARTMENT

OF EDUCATION ALREADY HAS THE AUTHORITY TO DEVELOP THESE TESTS

. Former Secretary -of Education Lamar Alexander used similar authority to develop
- voluntary national standards, without this kind of opposition from Congress.

PREVENTING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FROM FUNDING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE TESTS PREVENTS PARENTS, STUDENTS; AND
TEACHERS FROM GETTING VALUABLE INFORMATION ’

. Parents and teachers need this information to appropriately judge the progress of thelr
students and the effectiveness of their school.
. Students all over the country will benefit from clearly defined and widely accepted

national and international standards in basic skills.

. States and local school districts enrollmg 20% of America’s 4th and 8th grade students
have already .chosen to participate in the voluntary national tests; denying funding would
take away their opportunity to assess individual students, as well as state and local
progress in achieving high standards. ' .

THIS SHOULD NOT BE A PARTISAN ISSUE; POLITICS SHOULD STOP AT THE

. SCHOOL HOUSE DOOR

J We have demonstrated that we can make real progress for our children when we work
together across party lines, as we have done with the balanced budget and with IDEA.
We should work together in the same spmt to support voluntary national tests in the basic
skills.

e The American public strongly supports national standards and tests in the basic skills.

' They have the common sense to know that we need high national standards. A recent Phi
Delta Kappa/Gallup poll indicated that 77% supported “national standards for measuring
the academic performance of schools” and nearly 60% favored the plan for national
achievement tests. -' o

. This initiative has .bipartisan support from states, business leaders, and education
organizations (including the National Chamber of Commerce, Business Roundtable,
National Alliance of Business, 240 high-tech CEO’s, Council of Chief State School
Officers, National School Boards Association, Council of Great City Schools, National
Association of Elementary School Principals, Council for Exceptional Children, National

Education Association, American Federation of Teachers, and the National Association ‘

of State Directors of Special Educatlon)

STATES AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO PARTICIPATE
. Alaska, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, North Carolina,‘ and West Virginia :
*  The large urban school districts of Atlanta, GA; Broward County (Ft Lauderdale) FL ;

. Chicago, IL; Cincinnati, OH; Detroit, MI; El Paso, TX; Fresno, CA; Houston, TX; Long

. Beach, CA; Los-Angeles, CA; New York City, NY; Omaha, NE; Philadelphia, PA; San
Antonio, TX; and Seattle, WA. '

. The Department of Defense schools will also participate.
. Together, these make up approximately 20 percent of all 4th and 8th grade students.
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SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS
The American public supports high national standards .

Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based on rigorous national
standards no matter where they live in this country. '

According to a national education survey, 84% of voters favor establishing meaningful
standards for what students should be expected to learn in skills such as reading and math.
77% of those surveyed are favorable towards national reading and math tests.

A recent Gallup poll shows that 77% favor national standards for measuring the academic

performance of our students and nearly 60% favor the voluntary national tests.

Support for Continued Development of the voluntary nafional tests from the education
community

“Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no individual student test of

" reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in

other states and in other nations. They need test results indicating whether their
achievement is competitive with other students around the world. In short, students and
families want to know what level of learning is required to reach the high standards

. necessary as we enter the 21st century.” Letter signed by the following:

American Federation of Teachers Council for Exceptional Children
Council for Chief State School Officers : Council of the Great City Schools
National Education Association National School Boards Association
National Association of Elementary School Principals

National Association of State Directors of Special Education

Support for the voluntary national tests from the business community

“The proposed standards and tests will help provide parents, students, educators and policy
makers with the information they need to ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed
in the 21st century world and workplace.”

Edwin Lupberger U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee

“The first step to improve education in the United States is to substantially raise academic
standards and verify achievement through rlgorous testmg Education Task

‘Force of the Business Roundtable

“The Alliance believes these voluntary tests could be used by state and local school districts
to measure the progress of American students in these core subjects. The Alliance recently

- surveyed its members on this issue and an overwhelmmg number supported the initiative to

develop the voluntary national tests.”
-National Alliance of Business
more



“Every state should adopt high national standards, and by 1999, every state should test every
4th grader in reading and 8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met.
President Clinton’s national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted
national benchmarks in reading and math against which states, school districts and parents
can judge student performance.”

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Commumcatlons and

L. John Doerr, Partner in the firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers

on behalf of 240 technology industry leaders in a blpartlsan call for high national

‘education standards in reading and math.

August 29, 1997
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" American Federation of Teachers

SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS

The American Publi¢ Supports ngh Natmnal Standards

Parents deserve to know how their children are performmg based on rigorous natlonal standards
no matter where they live in this country.

A recent Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll shows that 67% favor using standardized national tests to

" measure the achievement of students and 77% favor national standards for measurmg the

academic performance of our schools..
Educators Support Continued Development of Voluntany National Tests

“Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no individual student test of reading or
mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other states and
in other nations. They need test results indicating whether their achievement is competitive with
other students around the world. In short, students and families want to know what level of
learning is required to reach the high standards necessary as we enter the 21st century.”

Letter signed by the following:

Council for Exceptional Children
Council for Chief State School Ofﬁcers ‘ Council of the Great City Schools
National Education Association National School Boards Association
National Association of Elementary School Principals
National Association of State Directors of Special Education

“For those states opting to participate in the program, it offers an unprecedented opportunity for
individual students to compare their abilities with other students from across the nation...We

" believe the states should be afforded the opportumty to decide for themselves whether to take part

in these national assessments.”
Brenda Lilienthal Welburn, Executlve Director of the National Assoma‘uon of State
Boards of Education

“A voluntary national test would give teachers and parents the ability to measure their students
and children against high national standards. Currently, there is no individual student test of

~reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other

states and in other nations.”
Gerald D. Morris
Director of Leglslatlon Amencan Federatlon of Teachers

Business Community Support for the Vohmtary National Tests‘ )

- “The proposed standards and tests will help provide parents, students, educators and policy

makers with the information they need to ensure every chlld has the opportumty to succeed in the
21st century world and workplace.” ' ~
Edwin Lupberger, U. S. Chamber of Commerce Executlve Committee




“There is certainly a place for legitimate discussion over details...But these and other,arguments
should not weaken or overshadow our commitment to raising academic standards and assessing
student performance ‘Without a natlonal assessment, ralsmg academic standards will be, at best,
an amorphous goal.” :
' . Jim Orr, CEO, UNUM Corporatlon Chalrman of the Na’uonal Alllance of Busmess

“The Alliance believes these voluntary tests could be used by state and local school dlstrlcts to
measure the progress of American students in these core subjects, The Alliance recently surveyed
its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported the initiative to develop the
voluntary national tests.” : :

National Alliance of Business

“As the CEO of a company that does business in every state in the union and 70 countries
worldwide, voluntary national tests that give individual student scores make sense. Here’s why.
When prospective emp]oyees apply for-a job, employers hold them to the same standard, no
matter where they went to school. In our global economy where employers are competing on a
worldwide basis, the quantitative and commumcatnons skllls needed for a partlcular jobare not
unique to Delaware or Texas or California.”
" John A. Krol, Dupont President and CEO and

Chairman of the Business Roundtable Education Task Force

“President Clinton’s national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted
national benchmarks in reading and math agamst Wthh states, school dlstrlcts and parents can
judge student performance.” :
Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Communications, and
L. John Doerr, Partner in the firm of Kleiner, Perkms Caulfield and Byers
- on behalf of 240 technology industry leaders

Editorial Support for the Voluntary National TeSts -

" “Yes on Tests...The results of the new tests would be available for individual students, classes,
schools and school districts, rather than expressed in broad national or regional terms. The idea is
that, yes, they might then become instruments for change, but not dictated from above. Rather,
parents and others would use them as a standard-for comparison, and for demanding

improvement on the ground, at the local level...The danger is not that the federal government is

- going to take over the nation’s schools. The danger rather is that poor performance will continue’

to be tolerated and obscured.” :

The Washington Post

“Put Schools to the Test...American’childreh won’t notice, but kfhe.public schools they return to
~ this fall lack something important: a reliable, uniform means of assessing how well they’re doing -
their job. Erasing that lack is what President Clinton has in mind when he call for national

- tests...For the sake of America’s students, the political and philosophical hurdles have to be

cleared. Reliable national tests won’t in themselves rebuild pubhc education, but they’re an
‘important foundation stone.”
The Chnstlan Science Momtor

' September 6, 1997
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We don't need another test.

'RESPONSES TO CONCERNS ABOUT NATIONAL TESTS

These tests provide information to students, parents and teachers that no other tests do.
They will show whether individual students meet challenging, widely accepted national
standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. No other test provides this clear
and critical information to students, parents and teachers. There is no other way for,
families that move from community to community or state to state to mamtam
consistent, high expectatlons in the basics. :

‘ TeSts don't generatefhigher a‘cademic performance.

Unlike many other tests, these tests will be designed so that teachers and students can

prepare for them, starting when the child enters school. Teachers and parents will

“have materials that describe clearly what kind of work is expected -- what students
‘must know to master the matenal and do well on the tests.

In addition, the tests will tell school administrators, parents, and teachers how well
students and schools are doing. They will be able to tell whlch schools and students
need assistance and how to boost their performance

, Research and experience show that raising standards for students lifts student

achievement. These tests are tied to high academic standards, and they will generate
high. academic performance. L

Natlonal tests are too controversial to lmplement wrthout

Congressmnal authonzatmn

We welcome Congress as a full partner in the effort to raise standards for all students

_ and to provide parents and students with national standards and tests in the basic

skills. None of us can do this alone. We should be working ‘together to raise -
standards for our students, improve teaching and learning, and give our schools the
tools they .need to prepare our chrldren for the future. We want Congress to play a

~role in thrs effort.

The Administration will submlt legrslatlon shortly to create an independent governmg
board to oversee and ensure the integrity of the tests. We will use the National
Assessment Governing Board, a group that already exists and that oversees the widely
used National Assessment of Education Progress (a sample tests that gives information
on how the U:S. and over 40 states are doing, but prov1des no information for
individual students or their teachers and families.) We ask Congress as a partner in
the effort to raise standards for all students, to pass this legislation. .
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New tests can lead to inappropriate and unfalr comparisons of schools and

" school dlstrlcts.

These tests lead to exactly the right kinds of compatisons -- they tell us how well our
students and our schools do when measured against high standards of excellence that
define what students should know and be able to do in the basics of reading and math.
We should welcome these comparisons, not fear them. :

" We should not presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to

school, will do poorly on this test. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low

_expectations that, in the name of compassion, actually keeps young people from

achieving their full potential.

~In July, 15 major urban school districts around the country plédged to participate in

these tests -- not because these districts believe they will excel the first time around,
but because they know that their students, when challenged and when provided with
the proper support, can perferm just as well as any other students can.

New national tests can lead to a natxonal curruculum.
Prov1dmg a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary math test in 8th grade

will not create a national curriculum. These tests are based on accepted standards that
reflect widespread agreement on what students should know and be able to do. States

“and local communities will continue to determine their curriculum, and will use the

national tests to focus attention on how to improve student achievement in the basic
skills. : :

~ Instead of another test, more resources should be sent into the classroom.

We agree that more resources should be sent into the classroom. That is why the
Administration has supported record investments in education to help states and
communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, and promote the
effective use of technology in the classroom.  The national tests will aid us in better
understanding where those resources are needed and how they can be wisely spent.

_ They are an integral part of a comprehenswe strategy to ralse standards and i 1mprove

education.

The federal government lS already spendmg over $500 million ]“St to test
students.

This figure is totally incorrect. Approximately 90% of these funds is for the Goals
2000 program, which improves teaching and leaming in local classrooms by helping -
states and school districts raise standards, train teachers, promote the effective use of
technology and increase parental and commumty mvolvement A very small part of
this money goes to tests.
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Why Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics

1. Why voluntary national tests? _

Today’s students will be entering a highly competitive workforce that will demand greater
knowledge and skills. Key to gaining the needed knowledge and skills is to have a sound
foundation in reading and mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained
national attention on the need to 1mprove basic and advanced skills in reading and
mathematlcs

The tests will be catalyst for mobilizing the efforts of parents, teachers, businesses, and
communities to help all students achieve to higher academic standards. The tests will provide
measures of a student’s achievement against rigorous national and international standards.
After the test is given, all of the items on the test will be made publicly available on the
Internet so that parents, teachers, students, and the public can see what is being asked of
students and where we need to improve. We hope that these items will be published widely
and discussed around the kitchen tables across the country. All students will have their tests
returned so parents, teachers and students can see and review their performance.

2. Why 4th grade reading and 8th 'grade matheﬁnatics?

These are two critical points in a child’s learning. By 4th grade, students need to have
mastered basic reading skills in order to begin to learn other subjects. Reading is an essential
skill in learning geography, history, science and mathematics. Students who are not able to
read independently by the end of third grade have difficulty learning other subjects and are
very likely to have academic difficulties. By 8th grade, students need to have mastered
challenging mathematics to be prepared to take advanced mathematics courses necessary to be
admitted to college and to be successful in the workplace. -

3. ‘What is the relationship of the voluntary national tests to NAEP? -

NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) monitors the academic performance of
students in the nation and has existed for over twenty-five years. The NAEP test is given to
a national sample of students in a range of academic subjects (mathematics, reading, science,
geography, history). The voluntary national tests will be individual student tests with results
given to the student and the student’s parents and teacher: The voluntary national tests are

designed from the frameworks of the NAEP assessments in 4th grade reading and 8th grade
mathematics. These frameworks have been developed through a broad national consensus

_process. The voluntary national tests will provide a measure of student performance against

national standards in reading and mathematics as well as against mtema’aonal standards in
mathematics.



4, Will fuﬁding be tied to state use of the natit_ina!«tesfs?

No state will be réquired to use these tests as.a cﬁndition of recei?ing federal funding.

5. Does the Department have the authority‘ to develép voluntary national tests?

The Department has the authorit} to develop voluntary national tests but is asking Congréss '

to give the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB), which oversees NAEP, the
authority to set policy for the voluntary national tests to assure the independence of the tests.

NAGSB is a bipartisan group established by. Congress to independently set policy for NAEP.

6. Is there public interest in the voluntary national tests?

Public opinion polls show that almost two-thirds of the public support voluntary national tests.

- The voluntary. national tests have been endorsed by many leading education groups including

teachers, principals, state school officials and school boards. States and school districts with
over 20 percent of the fourth and eighth graders in the nation have already committed to
using the voluntary national tests. :

7. Will these tests lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons?

The national tests will pro{/ide results of student perfofmance- in reading and mathematics
against rigorous national standards. These are the kinds of test results that allow for

~meaningful comparisons. The results of the national tests will go to parents, teachers and

students to help them understand how students are performing against rigorous national
standards. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low expectations that keeps so many .
young people from achieving their full potential.. We should not be willing to tolerate low
standards for any group of students. If we can break free from the tyranny of low
expectations, we can help all students reach higher standards of performance. We should not
presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to school, will do well or
poorly on these tests. ‘The tests can give all students a chance to measure themselves agamst
demanding standards and then focus on the areas that need improvement.

8. Will the voluntary national tests lead to a national curriculum?

" The President and Secretary of Education are opposed to a national curriculum,. As a former

Governor, the President believes that education is a state responsibility and a local function.

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary mathematics test in 8th grade .
will not create a national curriculum. Parents, teachers, schools and states will decide what

. should be the curriculum in reading and mathematics and how reading and mathematics
should be taught. The voluntary national tests will strengthen local education by focusing

attention on the need to improve the performance of students in these two basic skills --
reading and mathematics. :



9. Instead of another test, shouldn’t we send more resource to the classroom?

More resources need to be sent into the classroom, and this test will aid teachers and
principals in better understanding where resources are needed and how they can be wisely
spent. The Administration has supported increased investment in helping states and
communities raise standards, train teachers, 1mprove basic skills, and promote the effective
use of technology in the classroom.

10. Doesn’t the federal government spend over $540 million to test students?

This figure is incorrect. Approximately 90 percent of that figure is money from GOALS .
2000 that goes to states and local districts to use in improving education as they choose. The
testing sponsored by the federal government, such as NAEP (National Assessment of
Educational Progress) and TIMSS (Third International Mathematics and Science Study), is

- conducted on’ a sample of students to learn how the nation’s students are performing or how
well they compare to students in other countries. The voluntary national tests will provide

similar information on the performance of an individual .student.'

11 How will the voluntary natmnal tests 1mprove the academlc performance of
students?

. We test students in order to learn how they are doing and what we need to do to improve

their performance. The national tests are part of a national campaign to energize local efforts
for improving teaching and learning in reading and mathematics. This effort includes support
from businesses, volunteer organizations, parent groups, community orgamzanons and

educators. The test results can motivate students, teachers, and parents to examine what they

_can do better to help a child be able to read independently by 3rd grade or learn challenging

mathematics in 8th grade. The voluntary national tests can encourage teachers, parents, and
principals to raise the standard of instruction for all students.

12, What is being done to assure that the test is free of ethmc, gender, socmeconomlc,
cultural or regnonal bias?

Item development will follow a rigorous process of item writihg, internal review, fairness
panel review, and pilot testing to produce high quality items which are free of ethnic, gender,
socioeconomic, cultural, or regional bias.

The following steps will be taken to avoid items that would disadvantage a group because of
differences in culture or familiarity: 1) item writers will follow specific guidelines for
avmdmg various types of item bias, after which the items will undergo internal review by the
test publishers; 2) an external fainess committee will review items. Members of this
committee will represent diverse geographic, ethnic, and gender groups. Edits and revisions
of items will be made following the fairness panel review; and 3) items will be pilot tested, or
tried out, with a diverse sample of students. After pilot testing, statistical analyses will be
performed to further determine whether items are biased.



Why Véluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics

1. Why voluntary 'natlongl tests?

Today’s students will be entering a highly competitive workforce that will demand greater
knowledge and skills. Key to gaining the needed knowledge and skills is to have a sound
foundation in reading and mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained-
national attention on the need to improve basic and advanced sknlls in reading and
mathematics.

The tests will be catalyst for mobilizing the efforts of parents, teachers, businesses, and
communities to help all students achieve to higher academic standards. The tests will provide
measures of a student’s achievement against rigorous national and international standards.
After the test is given, all of the items on the test will be made publicly available on the
Internet so that parents, teachers, students, and the public can see what is being asked of
students and where we need to improve. We hope that these items will be published widely
and discussed around the kitchen tables across the country. All students will have their tests
returned so parents, teachers and students can see and review their performance.

2. Why 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics?

These are two critical points in a child’s learning. By 4th grade, students need to have

mastered basic reading skills in order to begin to learn other subjects. Reading is an essential

skill in learning geography, history, science and mathematics. Students who are not able to

read independently by the end of third grade have difficulty learning other subjects and are

very likely to have academic difficulties. By 8th grade, students need to have mastered

challenging mathematics to be prepared to take advanced mathematics courses necessary to be
~admitted to college and to be successful in the workplace.

3. Whatis the relationship of the voluntary national tests to NAEP?

NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) monitors the academic performance of
students in the nation and has existed for over twenty-five years. The NAEP test is given to
‘a national sample of students in a range of academic subjects (mathematics, reading, science,
geography, history). The voluntary national tests will be individual student tests with results
given to the student and the student’s parents and teacher. The voluntary national tests are
designed from the frameworks of the NAEP assessments in 4th grade reading and 8th grade
mathematics. These frameworks have been developed through a broad national consensus
process. The voluntary national tests will provide a measure of student performance against
national standards in reading and mathematics as well as against international standards in
mathematics.



4. Will funding be tied to state use of ihe national tests?
No state will be required to use these tests as a condition of réceiving' federal funding.
5. Does the Department have the authority to develop voluntary national tests?.

The Department has the authority to develop voluntary national tests but is asking Congress
to give the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB), which oversees NAEP, the
authority to set policy for the voluntary national tests to assure the independence of the tests.
NAGB is a bipartisan group established by Congress to independently set policy for NAEP.

6. Is there public interest in the voluntary national tests?

Public opinion polls show that almost two-thirds of the public support voluntary national tests.
- The voluntary national tests have been endorsed by many leading education groups including
teachers, principals, state school officials and school boards. States and school districts with
over 20 percent of the fourth and eighth graders in the nation have already committed to
“using the voluntary national tests. . \ o

7. Will these tests lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons?

_ The national tests will provide results of student performance in reading and mathematics
against rigorous national standards. These are the kinds of test results that allow for
. meaningful comparisons. The results of the national tests will go to parents, teachers and.
students to help them understand how students are performing against rigorous national
standards. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low expectations that keeps so many
young people from achieving their full potential.. We should not be willing to tolerate low
standards for any group of students. If we can break free from the tyranny of low
expectations, we can help all students reach higher standards of performance. We should not
presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to school, will do well or
poorly on these tests. ‘The tests can give all students a chance to measure themselves against
~ demanding standards and then focus on the areas that need improvement. -

8. Will the véluntary national tests lead to a national curriculum?

The President and Secretary of Education are opposed to a national curriculum. As a former
Governor, the President believes that education is a state responsibility and a local function.

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary mathematics test in 8th grade
will not create a national curriculum. Parents, teachers, schools and states-will decide what
should be the curriculum in reading and mathematics and how reading and mathematics
should be taught. The voluntary national tests will strengthen local education by focusing
attention on the need to improve the performance of students in these two basic skills --
reading and mathematics. -



9, Inétead of another test, shouldn’t we send moré resource to the classroom?

‘More resources need to be sent into the classroom, and this test will aid teachers and -
principals in better understanding where resources are needed and how they can be msely
spent. The Administration has supported increased investment in helping states and
communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, and promote the effective
use of technology in the classroom.

'10. Doesn’t the federal government spend over $540 million to test students?

This figure is incorrect. Approximately 90 percent of that figure is money from GOALS
2000 that goes to states and local districts to use in improving education as they choose. The
testing sponsored by the federal government, such as NAEP (National Assessment of
Educational Progress) and TIMSS (Third International Mathematics and Science Study), is
conducted on a sample of students to learn how the nation’s students are performing or how
well they compare to students in other countries. The voluntary national tests will provide
similar information on the performance of ‘an individual student.

11. How will the voluntary national tests improve the academic performance of
students?

We test students in order to learn how they are doing and what we need to do to improve

- their performance. The national tests are part of a national campaign to energize local efforts
for improving teaching and learning in reading and mathematics. This effort includes support
from businesses, volunteer organizations, parent groups, community organizations, and
educators. The test results can motivate students, teachers, and parents to examine what they
can do better to help a child be able to read independently by 3rd grade or learn challenging
mathematics in 8th grade. The voluntary national tests can encourage teachers, parents, and

: principals to raise the standard of instruction for all students.

12. What is being done to assure that the test is free of ethnic, gender, socioeconomic,
_cultural or regional bias? : :

Item development will follow a rigorous process of item writing, internal review, fairness
panel review, and pilot testing to produce high quality items which are free of ethnic, gender,
socioeconomic, cultural; or regional bias. '

The following steps will be taken. to avoid items that would disadvantage a group because of
differences in culture or familiarity: 1) item writers will follow specific guidelines for
avoiding various types of item bias, after which the items will undergo internal review by the
test publishers; 2) an external fairness committee will review. items. Members of this
committee will represent diverse geographic, ethnic, and gender groups. Edits and revisions
of items will be made following the fairness panel review; and 3) items will be pilot tested, or
- tried out, with a diverse sample of students. After pilot testing, statistical analyses wnll be
performed to further determine whether items are biased. :
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13. What wﬂl the voluntary national tests provide that existing tests don’t already
prowde"

The voluntary national tests will provide information about how individual students are doing
in comparison to national standards for what all students should know and be able to do in
the basic skill areas of fourth grade reading and eighth grade mathematics. Many existing
tests provide information about how a student does compared to other students in the United
States, but this doesn’t tell parents whether their children know enough compared to standards
~ that define what students should know. What’s more, because the “norms” for these tests are
not recalculated often enough, we have the so-called “Lake Wobegon effect” where almost all
students come to be “above average.” Thus, parents don’t have an accurate picture of how
their children are doing, even compared to other students. :

Existing state tests often report students’ scores against state standards, but parents don’t
know how these standards compare with the standards in other states. As a result, parents
still wonder how well their children are really doing. :

The voluntary national test in eighth grade mathematics will also provide information about
how students score relative to students in other countries. No other test can tell parents,
teachers, and students how an-individual student compares with other students across the
country and around the world.



13.  What will the voluntary national tests'provide that existing tests don’t already
provide? -

The voluntary national tests will provide information about how individual students are doing
in comparison to national standards for what all students should know and be able to do in -
the basic skill areas of fourth grade reading and eighth grade mathematics. Many existing
tests provide information about how a student does compared to other students in the United
States, but this doesn’t tell parents whether their children know enough compared to standards -
that define what students should know. What’s more, because the “norms” for these tests are
not recalculated often enough, we have the so-called “Lake Wobegon effect” where almost all
students come to be “above average.” Thus, parents don’t have an accurate picture of how
their children are doing, even compared to other students. -

Existing state tests often report students’ scores against state standards, but parents don’t ‘
know how these standards compare with the standards in other states As a result, parents
still wonder how well thelr children are really doing.

The voluntary national test in eighth grade mathematics will also provide information about
how students score relative to students in other countries. No other test can tell parents,
teachers, and students how an individual student compares with other students across the
country and around the world.
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Why Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics
1. Why vdluntary national tests?
Today’s students will be entering a highly competitive workforce that will demand greater knovéledge and
skills. Key to gaining the needed knowledge and skills is to have a sound foundation in reading and

mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained national attention on the need to improve
basic and advanced skills in reading and mathematics.

The tests will be catalyst for mobilizing the efforts of parents, teachers, businesses, and communities to

‘help all students achieve to higher academic standards. The tests will provide measures of a student’s

achievement against rigorous national and international standards. After the test is given, all of the items
on the test will be made publicly available on the Internet so that parents, teachers, students, and the public
can see what is being asked of students and where we need to improve. We hope that these items will be
published widely and discussed around the kitchen tables across the country, All students will have their
answers returned so parents, teachers and students can see and review their performance. «

2. Why 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics?

These are two critical points in a child’s learning. By 4th grade, students need to have mastered basic
reading skills in order to begin to learn other subjects. Reading is an essential skill in learning geography,

" history, science and mathematics. Students who are not able to read independently by the end of third

grade have difficulty leamning other subjects and are very likely to have academic difficulties. By 8th
grade, students need to have mastered challenging mathematics to be prepared to take advanced
mathematics ¢courses necessary to be admitted to college and to be successful in the workplace.

3. How will the voluntary national tests improve the academic performance of students?

We test students in order to learn how they are doing and what we need to do to improve their
performance. The national tests are part of a national campaign to energize local efforts for improving
teaching and leamning in reading and mathematics. This effort includes support from businesses, volunteer
organizations, parent groups, community organizations, and educators. The test results can motivate
students, teachers, and parents to examine what they can do better to help a child-be able to read
independently by 3rd grade or leamn challenging mathematics in 8th grade. The voluntary national tests
can encourage teachers, parents, and principals to raise the standard of instruction for all students.

4, What is the relationship of the voluntary national tests to NAEP?

NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) monitors the academic performance of students in
the nation and has existed for over twenty-five years. The NAEP test is given to a national sample of
students in a range of academic subjects (mathematics, reading, science, geography, history). The
voluntary national tests will be individual student tests with results given to the student and the student’s
parents and teacher. The tests are designed from the frameworks of the NAEP assessménts in 4th grade
reading and 8th grade mathematics. These frameworks have been developed through a broad national
consensus process. The voluntary national tests will provide a measure of student performance against

‘pational standards in reading and mathematics as well as against internationa] standards in mathematics.

Septernber 30, 1997 1
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5. Is there public interest in the voluntary national tests?

A recent Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll found that an overwhelming 79% of Americans approved of
national testing. Also, a Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll indicated that 77% supported “national standards for
measuring the academic performance of schools” and 67% favored *“using standardized national tests to
measure the academic achievement of students.” The voluntary national tests have been endorsed by many

" leading education groups including teachers, principals, state school officials and school boards. States
and school districts with over 20 percent of the fourth and elghth graders in the nation have already
comumitted to using the voluntary national tests.

6. Will funding be tied ta state use of the national tests?

* No state will be required to use these tests as a condition of receiving federal funding.
7. Will these tests lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons?

- The national tests will provide results of student performance in reading and mathematics against rigorous
‘national standards. These are the kinds of test results that allow for meaningful comparisons. The results -
of the national tests will go to parents, teachers and students to help them understand how students are
performing against rigorous national standards. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low expectations
that keeps so many young people from achieving their full potential. We should not be willing to tolerate
low standards for any group of students. If we can break free from the tyranny of low expectations, we can
help all students reach higher standards of performance. We should not presume that any student, no
matter where he or she lives or goes to school, will do well or poorly on these tests. The tests can give all

- students a chance to measure themselves against demanding standards and then focus on the areas that
need improvement.

8. Will the voluntary national tests lead to a national curriculum?

The President and Secretary of Education are opposed to a pational curriculum. As a former Govemor, the
President believes that education is a state respousibility and a local function. :

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary mathematics test in 8th grade will not
create a national curriculum. Parents, teachers, schools and states will decide what should be the
curriculum in reading arid mathematics and how reading and mathematics should be taught. The voluntary
national tests will equip local districts with information and strengthen local education by focusing
attention on the necd to improve the performance of students in these two basic skills - reading and
mathematics.

September 30, 1997 2
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9. What is being done to ensure that the test is free of ethnie., gender, socioeconomic, cultural or
regional bias?

- Item development will follow a rigorous process of item writing, intemal review, faimess panel review,
and pilot testing to produce high quality iteras which are free of ethnic, gender, socioeconomic, cultural, or

regional bias.

The following steps will be taken to avoid items that would disadvantage a group because of dlﬁ'erences in
*culture or familiarity: 1) item writers will follow specific guidelines for avoiding various types of item bias,
afier which the items will undergo internal review by the test publishers; 2) an external faimess committee
will review items. Members of this committee will represent diverse geographic, ethnic, and gender
groups, Edits and revisions of jtems will be made following the faimess panel review; and 3) items will be
pilot tested, or tried out, with a diverse sample of students. Afier pilot testing, statistical analyses will be
performed to further determine whether items are biased. :

10. What will the voluntary national tests provide that existing tests don’t already provide?

‘The voluntary national tests will provide information about how individual students are doing in
comparison to national standards for what al! students should know and be able to do in the basic skill
areas of fourth grade reading and eighth grade mathematics. Many existing tests provide information
about how a student does compared to other students in the United States, but this doesn’t tell parents
whether their children know enough compared to standards that define what students should know.
What’s more, because the “norms” for these tests are not recalculated often enough, we have the so-called
“Lake Wobegon effect” where almost all students come to be “above average.” Thus, parents don’t have
an accurate picture of how their children are doing, even compared to other students. '

Existing state tests often report students’ scores against state standards, but parents don’t know how those
standards compare with the standards in other states. As a result, parents still wonder how well their
children are really domg -

The voluntary uational test in eighth grade mathematics will also provide information about how students
score relative to students in other countries. No other test can tell parents, teachers, and students how an
individual student compares with other students across the country and around the world.

'11. Why is a bilingual version 0f the math test bemg offered, but the readmg test is only bemg
given in English?

The math test will be offered as a bilingual test (English on one page and Spanish on the other) because
the purpose of the test is to assess students’ math skills, not their English skills. There are many childfen
at the 8th grade level who have limited English proficiency but who can learn advanced math and should
be asked to show what math they know. We are providing a bilingual math test in Spanish and English
because Spamsh is the most common language other than English among students. The reading test will
only be given in English because developing the

ability to read in English is a basic skill that every child has to have to succeed in American schools and
society. A bilingual test would not measure a student’s English competency.

September 30, 1997 3.
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12. Will non-public schools and home schoolers be able to participate? -

Yes. Ihchendent and private schools will be able to participate in the same way states and districts will.
Non-public schools will have to show that they comply with non-discrimination statutes in enmllment
and ensure that all 4th grade students and/or 8th grade students participate.

~ After the tests are administered each year, they will be available on the Intemet, along with scoring
_guides and other materials as a tool for parents and teachers. Home schoolers may choose to offer the
tests to their children and will be able to see how they perform compared to national and international
standards. In states and districts which offer the tests, education agencies will continue to have whatever
authority they have on their state requirements for standardized tests. Parents should contact their local
district or state department of education to find out if the district or state is participating in the tests.

13. May the national tests be used by the States, in part, as the assessments reqmred under Title I
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act?

Yes Title I requires a State to use challengmg content and student performance standards developed for
all students under the Goals 2000; Educate America Act or under another process or, absent such
standards for all studeats, to develop for children served under Title [ challenging content and student
performance standards that reflect the State’s expectations for all children. The State must also develop
or adopt assessments aligned with these standards.  Thus, if a State determines that the national tests are
aligned with the State’s standards, these tests may be used for Title I purposes. Betause the national
tests will be based on the content frameworks of the National Assessment of Educational Progress, they
will reflect a national consensus among educators, testing experts, and other. leaders on what children
should know and be able to do in reading English at the 4th grade level and in mathematics at the 8th
grade level. We therefore expect that the tests generally will be aligned with most, if not all, States’
efforts to develop challenging content and performance standards in these subjects at the indicated grade
levels. Moreover, the national tests will be developed accordmg to the highest professional and technical

* standards; will be administered with accommodations for children with disabilities and limited English
proficient children; will yield scores at three levels of performance; and will permit scores to be
disaggregated in accordance with Title I provisions. The national tests thus can be an important resource
to states in carrying out Title I's vital goal of holding students who participate in Tntle I to the same high
standards expected of al students. ,
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' FACT SHEET ON THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS

The voluntary national tests will test 4th grade reading and 8th grade math - two
basic subjects at two critical times in students’ academic development.

The tests will be voluntary. States and local districts will have the opportunity to
participate in the tests, but the tests are not mandatory.
, _

No federal funds will be withheld if a state or district does not participate.

The tests will provide parents and teachers individual student scores linked to
national and international standards - information they currently do not have.

Parents and teachers will directly receive a score for their child that includes national and

interr.ational comparisons. Students’ results will be linked to the standards set by the
National Assessment of Educational Progress and results from the 8th grade math test
will be linked to the Third International Mathematics and Science Study whlch involved
students from 41 countries. :

The tests will be based on the widely respected National Assessment of Educational
. Progress (NAEP). Also known as the “nation’s report card.” NAEP is used in 43 states.

The tests will be different from NAEP by providing individual student information;
NAERP is designed to assess how well the nation and states perform based on a small
sample of students. No parents know how their own children do on the NAEP test. -

Private schools may participate in the tests and home schoolers will have access to
the tests each year. State and local school districts’ usual guidelines toward assessing
home schooled students apply. Should parents want to use the tests, the\ will be available
each year on the Internet after admlmstrauon

" The tests will be given for the first time in the spring of 1999.

The public, business leaders, and members of the education community support
voluntary pational tests. A recent Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll found that 79%
of Americans approved of the President’s national testing plan. Also, a Phi Delta
Kappa/Gallup poll indicated that 77% supported “national standards for measuring the
academic performance of schools™ and 67% favored “using standardized national tests to
measure the academic achievement of students.” Endorsements from business lcaders
and education organizations also indicate that these tests will provide something
Americans value -- high standards for all students.

For more information, visit our website at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/

1 September 22, 1997
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States and Cities that have volunteered to participate. The following states have
signed on to participate: Alaska, Kentucky, Maryland. Massachusetts. Michigan. North
Carolina, and West Virginia. The followirig large urban school districts have also signed
on: Atlanta, GA; Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL ; Chicago, IL; Cincinnati, OH;
Detroit, MI; El Paso, TX; Fresno, CA; Houston, TX; Long Beach, CA; Los Angeles, CA;
New York City, NY; Omaha, NE; Philadelphia, PA; San Antonio. TX; and Seattle, WA.
The Department of Defense schools will also participate. Together. these states and
districts make up approximately 20 percent of the students at the 4th and 8th grade levels.

r

* Seattle, WA

~ Omaha, NE %

3 Fresno, CA

¥ Long Beach, CA
3 Los Angeles, CA

% El Paso, TX

F*{san Antonio. TX >

Broward County
" (FL Lauderdale), FL
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CURRENT PARTICIPANTS IN THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN
4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH GRADE MATHEMATICS

STATES
Alaska
Kentucky
Maryland
‘Massachusetts
Michigan
North Carolina
- West Virginia

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Atlanta, GA S

Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL
‘Chicago, IL S
Cincinnati, OH

Detroit, M1

El Paso, TX

‘Fresno, CA

Houston, TX

Long Beach, CA

Los Angeles, CA

New York City, NY

Omaha, NE

Philadelphia, PA

San Antonio, TX

Seattle, WA

The Department of Defense schools will also participate.

- Together, these states and school districts represent 20% of all 4th and 8th graders.

August 29, 1997
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HOW WILL THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IMPROVE STUDENTS’
EDUCATION?

© The voluntary national tests will help all
schools to challenge students according to o ‘ .
- national standards in the basic subjects of 4th ~ Maria is a 3rd grade student in Chicago. We

grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. - know that she is far more likely to succeed in
( , science, mathematics, history and language arts
® By providing individual student scores later if she is able to read well by the end of this
based on national and international school year. In 4th grade, Maria will take the
- comparisons, parents and teachers will be voluntary national test. How will the voluntary
more informed about what their children national test improve her education?

should know and be able to do in 4th grade

| R
reading and 8th grade mathematics. :

-

& The voluntary national tests’ questions are being written by some of the leading test
publishing companies in the country in a joint effort. This collaboration will create a cutting-
edge, world class assessment that will provide detailed information to parents and teachers like
never before. After each test administration, the full tests will be available on the Internet,
providing a usefulness never before offered through standardized tests.

HOW WILL EDUCATORS BE ABLE TO USE THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS
' TO HELP IMPROVE EDUCATION?

& The voluntary national tests will be released in full on the Internet after each administration
allowing wide-spread use of the material in classrooms as well as a stronger understandmg of test
scoring for parents and teachers alike.

=3 When receiving the fepOftS at the school and R SRRES
at home, teachers and parents will see how i

- their students did on each individual
question, and from the Internet, everyone
will have access to those exact questions.
This will help patents and teachers lead
informed discussions about ways to improve
their children’s skills in reading and
mathematics.

Maria’s teacher will receive
supplemental materials and sample
test questions as resources to help the
class work on some of the skills they
will be tested on like understanding
and interpreting content, reflecting on
and responding to texts, and
demonstrating a critical stance. Her
3rd grade teacher this year can also
help Maria prepare by exposing her to
some of the ideas and content she will

= Supplemental materials and sample tests
will be available to all participating schools
to give teachers ideas for incorporating
challenging material into lesson plans and in - —  — — — - — —
preparation for students taking the voluntary
national tests.



Unlike with other nation-wide assessments, teachers and parents will be able to receive
voluntary national test scores within the same school year as when students take the tests,
enabling teachers and schools to utilize the information in a variety of new ways:

=

‘Teachers can incorporate the actual test

questions into lesson plans after the
scores have been returned. Focusing on
areas in which their students need
further assistance, teachers can bridge
the gap between questions that students
answered incorrectly and those the
students fully understood.

By seeing the areas in which students
need improvement while school is still
in session, the teacher can utilize the
test reports as part of his/her self-
assessment and in preparing semester
overviews for the following school
year. ' o

Maria’s 4th grade class can review the
test together after they receive their
scores--a first in large-scale testing.
Their teacher can use the exact test
questions in lesson plans and explain
the concepts students in the class tended
to miss as well as those they ,
collectively understood. At the end of
the school year, 4th grade teachers can
share national test information with
faculty. While 3rd, 5th and even 1st
and 2nd grade teachers join efforts,
administrators may reevaluate resources:
and teacher training strategies.

School administrators and supervisors will be able to utilize the tests’ information
for their schools in planning professional development for faculty of all grades.



HOW WILL THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IMPROVE STUDENTS’

EDUCATION?

& The voluntary national Iests will help all 'schools to challenge students according to national
standards in the basic subjects of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics.

& By providing individual student scores based on
national and international comparisons, parents and

teachers will be more informed about what their children -

should know and be able to do in 4th grade reading and
8th grade mathematics.

& The voluntary national tests’ questions are being
written by some of the leading test publishing companies
in the country in a joint effort. This collaboration will
create a cutting-edge, world class assessment that will
provide detailed information to parents and teachers like
never before. After each test administration, the full tests
will be available on the Internet, providing a usefulness
never before offered through standardized tests.

N ——
Martin is in 7th grade in Seattle. If he wantg
to continue his education beyond high school
and attend college, he will be required to
take challenging mathematics courses
beginning in 9th grade. Martin should
already be learning challenging math so that
he has the opportunity to choose these
courses later. In the 8th grade, he will take
the voluntary national test in math. How
will this test help improve his education?

1 —

HOW WILL PARENTS BE ABLE TO USE THE NATIONAL TESTS TO HELP |
- IMPROVE THEIR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION?

& Knowing that college placement and employment competition are becoming more and more
-global, parents will be able to learn how their children are measuring up to rigorous national and
" international standards in 8th grade mathematics. With the information from their students’
national test scores, they will be able to better monitor and participate in their child’s education.

& Before school is out, families will receive in the A

mail a clear and understandable report that gives their
‘child’s individual answers, the correct answers, and
unlike any other test--their child’s achievement based
on rigorous national, and in mathematics, international
standards. Both students and parents will be sent
letters explaining the usefulness of the reports along
with possible questions families may want to ask of
their schools to assist them in participating in their
students’ education.

Before Martin leaves the 8th grade, he
-and his parents will both receive a
scoring report along with a letter
explaining the information, and -
providing ideas for making his scores
useful in improving his education and
ensuring he is exposed to higher level
math in high school.
]

& Soon after the voluntary national tests are administered, the full tests will be made public and
placed on the Internet. This will allow parents and teachers alike to have the exact questions and
the answers in the areas their students need assistance. Parents can utilize this information in
their communication with the school and the child’s future teachers in discussing his or her

individual progress.



= The voluhtary national tests will help métivate

~which holds itself to high international standards,

‘When businesses see clear information that helps

& Unlike with other nation-wide assessments, teachers and parents will be able to receive

voluntary national test scores within the same school year as when students take the tests.

Parents will be able to discuss results with the teacher who just spent a year with their student

and in the following year, parents will have clearer personal information and know better what to

ask and expect for their children in high school

|
Martin may score in the 67% in his state, but
on the national test, he will be able to
challenge himself against national and

international standards. His parents and
teachers will see exactly what kind of skills
all 8th graders should know arid be able to do
in mathematics. This information will ensure
Martin has the opportunity to be exposed to
the material he will need in order to choose
higher level mathematics courses later.

S

the community and business to rally around the
education of our students. The business community,

strongly endorses the voluntary national tests.

them identify areas of need, they often respond by
investing in the future--our students. V



VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS
A STRATEGY TO MASTER THE BASICS AND REACH HIGH STANDARDS

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISC
ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to help instill
the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school and in life. Toward
_ that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve
in the basic subjects of readmg aud mathematics.

LINE

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERY
STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. Reading well by grade
4 and mastering mathematics ~ including the foundations of algebra and geometry -- by grade 8 |are the
gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that students who fail to learn to read
"English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping out and facing diminished sugcess in
school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of mathematics by the end of grade 8 do not have
the foundation to take tough mathemaucs and science courses in high school which prepare them for
college and better jobs.

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we need
to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40 percent of
our 4th grade students do not reach the “basic* achievement level. In the Third International Mathematics
and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score gbove average in math and science. However, our
8th graders score below the international average in mathemarics, and only 5 percent of U.S. 8th grade
students score in the top 10 percent lntematxonally U.S. 12th graders outperformed only two of 21
countries in the most recent assessment.

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND $TH GRADE
. MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter where they
live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their children are doing compared
with students in other schools, states, and countries. The voluntary national tests for 4th grade reading and
8th grade math will help give parents and teachers this information by providing, for the first time,|scores
for individual students, measured against widely accepted national and international standards of
excellence. They will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information
they need to help students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic performance.

NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and communities are
already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parental involvement, ietting
technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher in every classroom| The -
federal government provides funding to states and communities to support these efforts. But these efforts
cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are aiming at clear, high standdrds of
achievement. That is why these national tests are already spurring a renewed nationwide effort to sipport
school improvement and strengthen student schievement in these core subjects. Reading and literacy
groups are coming together to improve reading. The mathematics and science community, engineers and
business leaders are working to improve mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, tedchers,
principals and communities in using the tests effectively, the U.S. Department of Education, the Ngtional
Science Foundation and others are developing 8 tool chest that includes information for parents and
teachers on how to prepare students to meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve
education, and what high standards in reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year
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the entire test (along with answers and scoring guides) will be released to the public and availabl¢ on the
Internet so that students, parents, and teachers will know what is expected for students to reach standards
of excellence.
TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS Under C ngress’
direction, the tests will be “based on the same content and performance standards as are used for NAEP” in
4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based on widely accepted standards
developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists, curriculum specialists, and
researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what students should know and|be able
to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The voluntary national tests will be linked td NAEP
to the maximum extent possible, and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, so that scores| can be
compared to national and intemational standards. The National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB), an_
independent bipartisan board that directs NAEP, is overseeing test development and makmg policy
decisions related to the voluntary national tests.

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current NAEP is
designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual states perform in
reading and mathematics. Only a sample of students participate in NAEP, and parents do not knaw how
their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide students,
- and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance to widely adcepted
national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need extra help. In addition,
when parents, teachers and students receive test results, they will also learn which questions the student
got right and which ones were incorrect. These standard measures of excellence will help teachers and
principals improve curriculum and instruction, give students a guide for charting their own progress, and
help parents hold schools accountable for improved performance.  Individual test scores will not be
collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide how to use the data.

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS. The voluntary national tests are being
developed under contract by the American Institutes for Research and a group of . subcontra
Subcontractmg compames xnclude some of the most respected test publishers and research orgamza ions in

National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences was awarded the voluntary natio
evaluation contract to monitor and evaluate the development process and tcsting administration.
pilot tests are scheduled for the spring of 1999 with field tests scheduled for spnng of 2000. The vo
national tests will first be ofﬁclally offered in the spring of 2001.

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES WILL CONDUCT COMPARATIVE STUDIES.
The National Academy of Sciences, in consultation with the National Governors Association, the National
Conference of State Legislatures, and NAGB, will study whether tests already developed by commercial
pubhshers and states may be used to measure individual student performance against the NAEP standards -

- March 18, 1997
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existing, challenging national ccntent'gnd performance standards. The study will also evaluate how
existing tests can be compared against each other. In addition, the Academy will study the tf

quality of the voluntary national tests and other aspects of test item development, as well as issues

echnical
bias and test use.

¢ of test

For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/

March 18, 1997
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NAEP MEASURES HIGH STANDARDS:
State NAEP Scores for 4th Grade Reading |
Compared to States’ Own Assessments
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For many States, NAEP proficiency levels aré more challenging than the States' own.
The percentages of students reaching the proficient level on NAEP are generally

lower than those on the States' own assessments.
Source: U.S. Department of Education; State departments of education; National Education Goals Panel.
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MYTHS AND REALITIES ABOUT '
THE SENATE'S VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TEST PROPOSAL
Senator Jeff Bingaman (October 24, 1997)

- Myth: " Yoluntary natmnal tests are unpopular

' Reality: The voluntary national tests aré strongly suppcrted by the educauon
| * community and the general public. For example, in a recent Wall Sureet

Journal/ NBC News poll, 79% of Americans favored national testing.
Leaders of the business community, who hold themselves to high

~ international standards, widely endorse this initiative as well. The 7 st_ateL
and 15 school districts that have already signed up to participate in the
new tests represent about 20% of the 4th and 8th grade students in the
United States. =

Myth: The voluntary national test is just another test. -

Reality: The voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math will
provide information to.students, parents and teachers that no other tests
provide. For the first time, families that move from community to
community or state to state will have a consistent yardstick by which to

- measure how well their child is doing. The tests will show how students,
and their schools, compare against challenging standards in 4th grade .
English reading'and 8th grade math; the 8th grade math test will compare
student achievement to international standards, as well.

Myth: Instead of another test, all that's needed is more spending on
veducat.ion. A -
Reality: Increased investment in education remains critically important, and

supporters of the voluntary national tests have led the fight for increased

“support for education in recent years. In contrast, many opponents of the
testing proposal are those who would eliminate the Department of
Education, cut successful education programs, and eliminate what little
support the federal government now provides to local schools. These n
tests are an important way of creating momentum to invest more in public
education. Reliable and comparable information will help secure much
needed increases in education funding.
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Myth:
Reality:

Myth:

Reality:

Myth:

Reality:

Myth:

Reaiizy&

~ input of Congressional leaders.

The voluntary national tests aré just another way the federal

O I ) el

The voluntary national tests will lead to a national curriculum.

How a child is taught and what curriculum is used will still remain a loca}
decision in communities that choose to participate in the testing progran).
These tests will simply measure whether a child can read well and
independently by the end of the 4th grade and master challenging
mathematics, including the basics of algebra and geometry by the end of .
8th grade. It's common sense that a student should know how to read
independently by 4th grade and grasp fundamental math concepts by 8th’

grade -- whether in California or Maine. But how these subjects are taught
- will remain up to schools and parents.

States and,loca.l education agencies that do not participate will be
denied other sources of federal funding for education.

Absolutely not. No federal funding will be withheld from a state or loca}
education agency based on its participation in the voluntary national tests.
This is explicitly prohibited in the Senate-passed proposal.

Federal bureaucrats are developing these tests.

The Senate's proposal immediately transfers exclusive control over the test

development to the bipartisan National Assessment Governing Board,
which is made up of a representative group of community members,
elected officials, and educators who would be nominated with the full

government is trying to intrude in a local issue.

Parents want to know how their kids and schools are performing -
especially those families that move to' a new community or state. The tests
will provide reliable information for families all aver the country. But the
tests are voluntary, not mandatory. No district or state can be forced to
participate. No private, parochial, or home schooled student can be .
required to take the test. All decisions regarding materials and teaching
remain under the conuol of local school districts and state education
agencies. These tests will not require certain teaching methods; they will
measure how students are performing on hlgh national standards.
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Myth: ‘

Reality:

Myth:

~ Reality:

_ should know and be able to do in the basics of reading and mathematics.

Myth:

- Reality:

-and school districts raise standards, train teachers, promote the effective
use of technology and increase community involvement. Only a very small

Myth:
Reality:

~ correct answer to each problem. Under the Senate proposal, the Nationdl

~ Tests'don't generate higher academic performance.

students, schools, and school districts.

~ This figure totally mgerated. Approximately 90% of the funds cited bi,:
- those making this claim is actually spent on the Goals 2000 program,

~ The voluntary national math test will be based on “fuzzy math.”

- The voluntary national math test will be based'on tough, demanding ‘
standards which require a thorough understanding of basic and challenging

Lo S N L 26w NG N L

Tests alone do not generate higher academic performance, but when
teachers and students work hard to prepare for a challenging test, students
learn more, and comununities are engaged and empowered by this process
In fact, evidence shows that raising expectations for students lifts student
achievement. These tests are tied to high academic standards, and they
will help generate high academic performance through focusxng the efforts
of schools and communities.

This new test will lead to inappropriate and unfair corparisons of

These tests will lead to exactly the right kinds of comparisons parents and/
educators need but often don’t have, With accuracy and rigor, they will

tell parents and teachers how well students and schools do when measured -

against uniformly high standards of excellence that define what students

We should not presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives
or goes to school, will do poorly on these tests. When challenged and
provided with the proper support, all smdent.s can perform well

The federal govemmem is already spending over $500 million just tb .

test students.

which improves teaching and leaming in local classrooms by helping statg

(7]

part of this money supports state testing programs.

math skills. The voluntary national math test will ask students to find the

Assessment Governing Board is charged with ensuring that any steps taken
by the Department of Education in the early stages of developing the test
are reviewed carefully before proceeding.

T ST
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| Myths About the Senate’s
~ Voluntary National Test Proposal

o - “Wsjust
“ - . another test”
| ﬁ “It undercuts
| | ~local control”
o ﬁ B2“We just need funds—
| ) not tests” o

“Rwon'tdo -
anything”

ﬁmﬁ ~ “No one likes it,

____anyway”




‘The Truth About the Senate’s‘
Voluntary National Test P;roposal

- Neither slates, nor school districts, nor private,"

1\* | VOLU NTARY o parochial, or home schooled children can be forcéd tq |

use the test, or penatized financially if they decline.

The tests are ekclusivelf controlted by the

| l‘* IND E PENDENT | independent, bipartisan, and well-respected

National Assessment Governing Board.

e 7 TP e 3 [l DR r Vi y )

-\' RlGOROU S - The tests will closely follow the lines of the 27-yeaf
1\ . » » old National Assessment of Educational Progress.
W ELL- ‘. 3 ~ The content, specifications, and administration of

the tests will use the most widely-established

| l\* DES'GN ED ~ procedures and safegua(ds.

No other tests currently provlde the specific,

ﬁ—ESSEW rigorous; and comparabte-information that will be |
l D B - available lhrough the new voluntary tests. »

R I™]
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'prepare students

PURPOSES FOR VOLUN’I‘ARY NATIONAL TESTS

Improve the odds of success for all students :
Providing: voluntary national tests arms parents and educators with the knowledge of their

- students’ individual achievement in companson to wrdely resPected natnonal and

international standards.

Focus nstlonal attention on the need to lmprove basic and advanced skrlls in
reading and mathematics '
Indmdually reported tests will highlight the importance of reading independently by the
4th grade, ratsmg awareness that learning to read enables students to read to learn in all
subjects.

If students don’t learn challenging mathemanes by 8th grade, they are less likely to take
the rnath courses requlred for college adrmssxon and success in the workplaee

Help standards come to life by provudmg teachers, parents, and students wnth
examples of the kind of work expected of students in fourth grade readmg and
elghth grade mathematics =~ - -

- By giving parents and teachers individual student scores in companson to natnonal and -

mtematro_nal standards these tests will help school reform permeate to the classroom and

'home

Help energize local eﬂ'orts to improve teaching and learning in readmg and
mathematics to high standards

Good indicators like the voluntary national tests contn'bute to raising the standard of
instruction and curriculum for all students.

This effort will stimulate greater use of high-quality : matenals to help teachers and parents

L

“Provide students, parents, and teachers with acciraté and rellable mformatnon

about student perl‘ormance measured agamst natnonal standards. Parents have a
right to know how well their'children-are doing. - P .
Congress already receives this information at the national and state levels but parents and -

" * ‘teachers should have access to students’ levels of acluevement on' natnonal ‘standards.

These tests will give families and schiools information on exactly what'items their students

answered correctly, and what areas need improvement for each student.

Sentember 2, 1997



SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS ,
The American public supports highnationa‘l st,anda'rds‘ o : - ‘

Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based on rigorous national standards !
no matter where they live in this country. ;
o R |

~ Arrecent Gallup poll shows that 67% favor using standardized national tests to measure the

achievement of students and 77% favor national standards for measunng the academic
performance of our schools :

Endorsements for the voluntary national tests from the education cnmmunity : ‘

“Although there is extensnve testing in our natlon, ‘there is no mdmdual student test of reading |
or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other states ,
and in other nations. They need test results indicating whether their achievement is competitive |
with other students around the world. In short, students and families want to know what level

of learning is required to reach the hlgh standards necessary as we enter the 21st century.”
Letter signed by the followmg - L :

| American Federation of Teachers '. ~ Council for Exceptional Children
Council for Chief State School Officers Council of the Great City Schools
National Education Association = . . = National School Boards Association

National Association of Elementary School Principals
National Association of State Directors of Specnal Educatxon :

_ En_d_prqerngngs lfpr: the voluntary natmna] teers:_{rpm the business“co'mmunityl

“The pronosed standards and tests will help provide parents, stud‘ents,'educétere{nn& policy
makers with the information they need to, ensure every child has the opportumty to succeedin |
 the 21st century; world and workplace.” - '

Edwm Lupberger US. Chamber ef Commerce Execuuve Commlttee ' o ‘ |

\ “The ﬁrst step to unprove educatxon m the Umted States is to substantxally raxse academxc ' |
. standards and venfy achxevement through ngorous testmg P -
Educat:on Task Force of the Busmess Roundtable ' ' ‘

*’The Alliance beheves these vo!untary tests could be used by state and local school districts to
‘measure the progress of American students in these core subjects.” The Alliance recently

surveyed its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported the lmtlatlve to
develop the voluntary national tests.” ‘

National Alliance of Business -
' more

“Every state should adopt high national standards, and by 1999, every state should test every 4th

~ August 29, 1997



grader in reading and 8th grader in math to make sure these'standards are met. President
Clinton’s national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted national
benchmarks in reading and math against which states, school districts and parents can judge
student performance.”

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Communications, and

L. John Doerr, Partner in the firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers

on behalf of 240 technology industry leaders in a bxparusan call for high natnonal

education standards in reading and math

August 29, 1997



RESPONSES TO CONCERNS ABOUT NATIONAL TESTS
We dnn't need annther'test. |

These tests provide information to students, parents and teachers that no other tests do.
They will show whether individual students meet challenging, widely accepted national
standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. And the 8th grade math test shows
whether students meet international standards as well. No other test provides this clear
and critical information to students, parents and teachers. There is no other way for
families that move from community to community or state to state to maintain consrstent
hrgh expectations in the basrcs

Tests don't generate higher academic performance.

'Unlike many other tests, these tests will be designed so that teachers and students can
prepare for them, starting when the child enters school. Teachers and parents will have
materials that describe clearly what kind of work is expected - what students must know

' to master the material and do well on the tests.

" In addltron, the tests will tell school administrators, parents, and teachers how well
students and schools are doing. They will be able to tell which schools and students need
assistance and how to boost their performance.

Research and experience show that raising standards for students lifts student
achievement. These tests are tied to high academrc standards and they will generate high
academic performance.

| Natlonal tests are too controversral to implement wrthout Congressnonal
authorization.

- We welcome Congress as a full partner in the effort to raise standards for all students and
to provide parents and students with national standards and tests in the basic skills. None

“of us can do this alone. We should be workmg together to raise standards for our

.students, improve teaching and learnmg, and give our schools the tools they need to
prepare our children for the future. We want Congress to play a role in this effort.

- The Administration will submit legislation shortly to create an independent governing
" board to oversee and ensure the integrity of the tests. We will use the National
Assessment Governing Board, a group that already exists and that oversees the widely
used National Assessment of Education Progress (a sample tests that gives information on
" how the U.S. and over 40 states are doing, but provides no information for individual
students or their teachers and families.) We ask Congress as a partner in the eﬁ'ort to raise
standards for all students, to pass this legrslatron .




7.

New tests can lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons of schools and school
dlstncts

These tests lead to exactly the right kinds of comparisons -- they tell us how well our

students and our schools do when measured against high standards of excellence that

define what students should know and be able to do in the basics of reading and math. We ”
should welcome these comparisons, not fear them.

We should not presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes to
school, will do poorly on this test. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low
expectations that, in the name of compassion, actually keeps many young people from
achlewng their full potentlal :

In July, 15 major urban school districts around the country pledged to participate in these
tests - not because these districts believe they will excel the first time around, but because
they know that their students, when challenged and when prov:ded with the proper.
support, can-perform just as well as any other students can. : :

New national testgrc_an lead to a national curriculum,

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary math test in 8th grade will
not create a national curriculum. These tests are based on accepted standards that reflect
widespread agreement on what students should know and be able to do. States and local
communities will continue to determine their curriculum, and will use the natxonal tests to
focus attention on how to improve student achievement in the basic skills.

Instead of another test, more resources should be sent into the classrooni; ~: Q :

‘We agree that more resources should be sent into the classroom. That is why the ve; S

Administration has supported record investments in education to help states and
communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, and promote the eﬁ‘ectwe
use of technology in the classroom. The national tests will aid us in better understandmg
where those resources are needed and how they can be w:sely spent. They are-an mtegral
part of a comprehensnve strategy to raxse standards and improve educauon .

~ Some Members of Congress say the federal government is already spending over -

$500 million just to test students.

This figure is totally incorrect. Approxlmately 90% of the funds cited by Members is for

the Goals 2000 program, which i improves teaching and learning in local classrooms by
helping states and school districts raise standards, train teachers, promote the effective use
of technology and increase parental and community mvolvement A very small part of this .
money goes to tests. : \ o -

September 2, 1997



' CURRENT PARTICIPANTS IN THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTSIN |
4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH GRADE MATHEMATICS B

STATES _ o '

Alaska ' - ‘ o !
. Kentucky ’ ' '
Maryland .
~ Massachusetts - ' S |
Michigan
North Carolina
- West Virginia

' LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICI‘S : o g | : : |
Atlanta, GA : |
Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale) FL - | : . | !
Chicago, IL ' . ‘
Cincinnati, OH ' S :
Detroit, MI : . | - .

ElPaso, TX . o - . |
Fresno, CA - o T ) , _5
Houston, TX S | , | | l
Long Beach, CA | _ -
Los Angeles, CA. SR : : !
New York City, NY
Omaha, NE
Philadelphia, PA " °
San’Antonio, TX
Seattle WA B

The Department of Defense schools w:ll also partncnpate

Together, these states and school dlstncts represent 20% of all 4th and 8th graders . R

August 29, 1997 | |




Establishing national standard for measuring
the academic performance of the public schools
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~ Using standardlzed national tests to measure

the academic achievement of students
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NAEP MEASURES HIGH STANDARDS:
- State NAEP Scores for 4th Grade Reading
- Compared to States’ Own Assessments

100

—gp— 11 [INAEP Standard P
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Source: US Department of Education, State departments ol education, National Education Goals Pancl
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U.S. Chamber of Commerce

1615 H St., NW ESE _=E=EE=
Washington, DC 20062-2000 eSS = mERE S

R — S W T W
Media Ratations Department (202) 463-5682 ' e e— = :""—‘-:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: (202) 463-5682 Frank Coleman/Thomas Love
Friday, April 4, 1997 _ (888) 249-NEWS (press@uschamber.com)

U.S. CHAMBER SUPPORTS GROWING BIPARTISAN CALL
FOR VOLUNTARY EDUCATION STANDARDS AND TESTS

WASH NGTON The U.S. Chamber of Commerce - the world's largest business
federation representmg an underlying membershap of more than three million businesses
“and organnzatxons of every size, sector and reg;on today threw its support behind the
growing bupart»san call for voluntary educatlon standards. and tests.

‘ 'Wednesday s endorsement by leading business executives of proposed national
readmg and math tests -- announced at the White House supports our long-held belief -
that all cheldren need and deserve a world-class education," said Edwin Lupberger,
chairman of the U. S Chamber's Executive Committee and chatrman and president’ of .
Entergy Corporatton A : - )

The U.S. Chamber. atso ‘called on all proponents to back yesterday s endorsement -
with an action plan to support voluntary world-class acedemic Standards. The Common
Agenda, developed 'by'the’U S. Chamber of Commerce, the National Alliance of Businees
and The Business Roundlable, calls on U.S. companies to consider state and local

| educat:on standards m makmg locatlon dec:snons to examine student transcnpts before f
hiring, and to target corporate educatton phntanthropy to mxtcatwes and communmes
promoting htgh-tevet vo untary academxc standards. \ ,

, "U.S. busmesses have tearned the hard way that bemg competitive begms with

4 identufymg and settnng competntnve standards Lupbel’ger said.. "The proposed standards )
| and losts will help prov:de parents students, educators and pohcymakers with the |
mformatlon they need to ensure every child has the opportumty to succeed in the 21 st
century wortd and workplaoe " :

The U. S. Chamber tooks focward to workmg w:th oommttted partners on how best to
develop appropriate standards ‘and implement assessments that are voluntary, based on
consensus, locally implemented and part of a comprehenstve strategy to upgrade and
refon'n local, state and national education and training systems i

[For further Information on the U.S. Chamber's educat:on and training strategy and
programs, contact the Center for Workforce Preparation, the U.S. Chamber's not-for-profit
education and lraining affiliate at (202) 463-5525.]
, : #HH ‘ . 97-48
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NATIONAL 4& ALLIANCE
OF BUSINESS

"NEWS RELEASE.

For Release:  Immediate - Contact:  Milt Goldberg
: ‘ : ' . 202/289-2944

. Business le“'adéf"'s endorse President Clinton's
initiative to develop voluntary national tests

Washington, DC (May 21, 1997) - James F. Orr III, chairman and CEQ of UNUM Corporation
and chairman of the Natlonal Alliarice of BusinessqNAB), today announced the endorsemerit of
the Alliance for efforts supporting the initiative to develop voluntary nationial tests, originally
proposed by President Clinton in his 1997 State of the Union address, to measure student reading
skills in the 4th grade and mathematics skills in the 8th grade. The Alliance believes these

voluntary tests could be used by state and local school dlstncts to measure the progress of -
American students in these core subjects o ‘ :

The Alliance recently surveyed its members on thxs issue and an overwhelrmng number supported
the initiative to develop the voluntary natxonal tests

'I'he Allxance works cooperatlvely thh over 300 state and local business/education coalmons in
- partnership with school leaders, parents and teachers to unprove the quahty of American . -
education. Lo sen me el . C oL L
. The Natzonal Alliance of Busmess is a nonprofit, .business-led organization dedicated to building '
.a quabty worlgforce byi zmprovmg Amencan educatzon forgmg a smooth transition from school
R work, expandmg Ii fe—long Ieammg opportunmes for :ncumbent workers and fostenng ‘

strategies that sxmultaneously ‘address worker seamty and employer Sflexibility. The Allzance is
chaired by James F. Orr i, cha:rman and CEO of DWUM Cmporatzon

—
1201 New York Avenue, NW Suite 700 Washington, D.C. 20005-6143
202/ 289-2888 FAX 202/ 289-1303 TDD 202/ 289-2977 E-mail info@nab.com www.nab.com
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B The Business Roundtable =~ | L

. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE .. - Contact: Johanna Schneider
- FEBRUARY 10,1997 - . (202) 872-1260

STATEMENT BY NORMAN R. AUGUSTINE, CHAIRMAN AND CEO ,
LOCKHEED MARTIN CORPORATION AND !
CHAIRMAN EDUCATION TASK FORCE OF
- THE BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE =~
ON PRESIDENT CLINTON’S CALL FOR NATIONAL TESTS IN
READING AND MATHEMATICS . !

Washington, DC~-The Business Roundtable applauds the President’s continued efforts to .

' make;achievement of high academic standards a top priority--a goal the Roundtable itself has
been pursuing. The Roundtable supports voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th
grade mathematics. These tests will provide a national benchmark in reading and-an
international benchmark in mathematics that parents and educators can use to learn how thelr
own children and students are performing. _ ~ o o j

The first step to improve education in the United States is to substantially. raise academic
standards and verify achievement through rigorous testing. In'many local communities,
parents are unceftain about whether their children are being adequately prepared to succeed.
They do not know whether their. child’s grades or test scores measure -up to expectations in
other communities, states or countries.- Parents. who move frequently are surprised to discover !
that the rigor of what their children learn in school varies from place to place. Yet, wheén'-
young people apply for a job, employers hold them to the same standard, no matter where they |
. went to school, because employers must themselves compete on a worldwide basis. ;

“The Business Roundtable urges states and local communities to continue to adopt staridards in

* these basic subjects and i in other core: academlc disciplines. Successful schools like suecessful
busmesses 'use data to unprove theu- performance "The avaﬂablllty ‘of ‘a national benchmark in
4th grade reading and an mtemauonal benchm:irk in 8th grade math should help dnve the ‘
1mprovements that are needed to help students meet world—class ‘academic standards.

The Busmess Roundtable is an association of more than 200 chief execuzzves of leading U. S.

~ corporations, employmg over 10 million people. The CEOs examine public policy issues that
affect the economy and develop positions which seek 1o reflect sound economic and social .
prme:p!es




ABIPARTISAN CALL FROM U.S. TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY LEADERS
FRO HIGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MATH

Gale Aguillar
Paul Allaire
Joseph Ambrosio
Dr. Gilbert Amelio
Marc Andreesen
Vincente Anido, Jr.
Eric Archambeau
Howard Asher
Mcl Badgen
Naren Bakshi
Jim Barksdale
Carol Bartz
Gary Beach
Geroge Bell
Eric Benhamou
Charics Berger
Philip Berman
Jeff Bezos
David Binkley
Philip J. Biola
Jalech Bishamat
Julie Blanchard
Charles Boesenberg
Shelby Bonnic
Jerry brenholtz
John Secley Brown
Neill H. Brownstein.
George H. Bruns, Jr.
Brett Bullington

" PatBurt - ,
Brook H. Byers
Gordm Campbell

‘ Doug!as Carlson

Steve Case

Danicl H. Case Il

John Castelio |

John Chambers .~
‘KumarCh‘nmwhm

Robert Chess
Sanjeev Chitre
Ronald Chwang
GegoryR Clarke . ..

CEO

General Partner
CEO, Chairman

- Co-Founder, Viee President of Techniology

President and CEO

. Vicc Pmadent. Int'l Rehhms & Communications

SauorVwcPrmdmtoanrkchng

. ‘Vice President Human Resources:

President

CEO

TR

Special Partner -
Chairman & CEO :
Execuuve VP Strategic & Buisness Dcvclopment

A - Excite
aCOM

" DataMind Corp.

Advanced Bioreserach Assocu.tcs

. Homesoft Corporation

Vision Software

Netscape Communications .
Autodesk

Computerworld

Radius
CompuRAD

' Argomut‘l‘echnotogm

Zeus Communications

Pointcast

Heartport

Ashtech, Inc.

C/Net

Advanced Technical Rwoumee

. Xerox PARC

Bessemer Venturer Partners
Giga-tronics Inoorponted

Excite

Acteron

Kleiner, Perkins, Cauﬁied & Bym ‘
TF.CI-IFARM, Inc.

* Broderbund Software
_. America On-Line
' -Hambrecht & Qmst
. Cisto
.. InSite Vimon, Inc.
" Inhale Terapeutic. Systcms

Integrated Process Equlpment Corp R
Acer America

| " Creative Computer

Smart Corporation
Nanometrics

Legate Systems, Inc
KPCB .- .

Shaman Pharmaceuticals

_SRIIntcmational
“Intuit

Viwdus

" . Constant C Productions
.BEl Electronics, Inc.
" Cosmederm Technologies, Inc.

Netscape Communications
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......

. Member of the Board of Directors

President & CEO
Chairman, CEO
Chairman '
CEO

Partner

Premdem & CEO
Chairman
President

CEO

Preadmt

* US Council of Biotechnology Ccnters

Silicon Valley Bankshares

Dell Computers

NetSchools Corp. -

Sicrra Semiconductor Corp.
Kleiner, Perking, Cauficld & Byers
Digitel Generation Systems
LICONix

. Broderbund Software.
'Optical Coating Laboratory, Inc.

Oventure Holdings

~ Power Integrations
. Two Crowes corp.

Cldco

Hewlett Packard
Nextwave Design Automation, Inc
Wind Reserve Systems

~_ Figher Berkeley Corp.
" Molecular Dynamics’

APTEKIndumlnc
BayPartmrs

., Oray Cary Ware & Fnedendmh
‘ .Remcdy
*" " CrossRoads Soﬁwe

Spectiian

IBM Corporation

Adobe

Accurel Systems Intemabonal | Corp.

,‘TthcchMuaeumofhnovahon '
* - OnCare

CHI

Claris Software Inc.

NetSchools

. GremcEngmm
."’Clwm CommunmhmsCorp
. ‘“_EyoCashCo :

' “'AllaPama's

" Paradign Technology Inc.
: .NmaxﬂSameonductor

I-hmbtecht& Quist™
FustFloorSoﬁwuc

~ Wirekess Data Corp.

SlhconEngmecnng,lné a

‘Redwood MicroSystems, Inc.

Benchmark Capital

’;Insututc for Research on Lummg
“Walt Disney.Co.

Image Quest Tchnolog;es
Preview Travel

"Quahcom Inc.

NewAbilities Systems, Inc.

"Dolby Laboratories, Inc.
"ﬂmeHealthCareFomm

Fu:!lon Communications

VLECG




Halscy Minor
Geroge Montgomery
Gordon E. Moore
John Morgridge
Mort Myerson
Henry Nordhoff
Tina S. Nova
Janina Pawlowski
Premysl Pech
Leonard Perham
Steve Perlman
Eckhard Pfeifer
Nancy Pfund
Kim Polese
Steve Pollock
Rhea Posede! -
Ronald S. Posner .
Hollings Renton
T. Wade Randlett
Ron Rankin
William Rasdal
Guilieno Raviola
. Bollings Renton
Sanford R. Robertson
Duane Roth
Theodore Roth
James Rurka -
Dennis Ryan
Edgar Seck
Phillip Salsbury
Scott Sander
W. J. Sanders
Michael Santullo
Fernand Sarrat .
Mark Saul
* Stratton Solavos
John Sculley
John Seidl
CharlesShalvoy
. John Shoch
Mark Simon
Dave Singer
. Jeff Skoll
Howard Smith
Vincent Sollitto
Peter Spragus
Lanry Stambaugh
William Starling
Tom Steding

Benchmark Capital
MicroGuild, Inc.
Netscape Communications
NetDay '

On Command Corp.

_ The Lightspan Partnership
Pharmacyclics

Cinet
Hambrecht & Quist

Nanogen

E-Bay & Co.

E*Loan
Pierre Partners

" Integrated Device Technology
" Wev'TV -

Compaq Computer
Hambrecht & Quist
Hewlett-Packard
Marimba

Netiva Software -

Achr Test Sgytems
Graphix Zone
NetFRAME Systems, Inc.
Democratic Leadership Council
Cardiac Mariners
Symmetricom, Inc.

" VC Ventures

Onyx Pharmaceuticals
Robértson Stephens & Co.
Alliance Pharmaceuticals’
Alliance Pharmaceuticals
Microcide Pharmaceuticals
Net-It

Zilog, Inc.

SEEQ Technology
Electronic Communities
Digital Sight/Sound
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.
Fourll Corp -
Cylink -

Ichat

Novell

VertSign

Sculley Associates
CelINET Data Systems
Conduents, Inc.

Asset Management Company
Robertson Stephens & Co.
Heartport

E. Bay & Co.

Clarity Software, Inc.
Photon Dynamics
Wave Systems Corp.
Maxim Pharmaccuticals
Cardisc Pathways i

Pretty Good Privacy



Dr. Wes Sterman
Geofl Tate
Charles R. Trimble
Les Velasquez

. Madhu Yora
Charlotte Walker”
John Walker
Steven Weiss
Jo Ann Weiss
Steven Westly
Don Wexler

Randall Whitficld
Ann Winbiad

. Curtis Wozniak
Pardner Wynn
Gerald J. Yakaran
John Young -

Heartport

Rambus

Trimble Navigation
Intervel Research
Dyna Logic Corporation

Sanctuary Weeds Multimedia Co.

Artis Pharmaceuticals
Lumisys, Inc.
Academic Systems
WhoWhere

Automated Test Engineering, Inc.

Aspen Ventures

VIA Medical Corp.

Hummer Winblad

Electroglas, Inc.

Stanford Testing Syestems, Inc.”
IniSys R&D

Hewiett Packard
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. COALITION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS
| | | | August 27, 1997
Members of tﬁe United States Sér;ate I
Dear Senator:

Subject: Support for !‘unds in the FY 1998 Education Appropriationl (S. losl)
' to Develop Nmonal Tests in Mathematics and Reading

The organizations listed below urge your support for the Appropriations Committee provisions in
the Fiscal Year 1998 Labor/HHS/Education Bill (S.1061) which enable development of new -
voluntary national tests for individual students in mathematics and reading. We urge, also, your
opposition to any amendments which would: proh:bu funding for development of the tests or
otherwise impede theu' preparation.

\ y cional tests? - -

Our students must be able to benchmark their education progress now in ways never done before
so they may prepare for their future. Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no
individual student test of reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work
with students in other states and in other nations. Our highly mobile students and their families need
test results indicating their performance as they move among school districts and states. Our
children will also compete for jobs across communities, states, and nations. They need test results
indicating whether their achievement is competitive with other students around the world. In short,
students and families want to know what level of leaming is reqmred to reach the high standards
~ necessary as we enter the 21st Century. . .

The proposal for developing national tests in read:ng and mathematics is desxgned to provide that
information at two critical points — 4th brade in reading and 8th grade in mathematics. The
selection of 4th grade reading is made because at that stage to succeed in all subjgcts in school,
students must have proficiency in reading English. The selection of 8th grade mathematics is key,
because that is the pivotal year for a student to determine what lcvel of mathematics she or he will
pursue in high school. This choice, in wrn, heavily mﬂuences whether or not the student will
advance to postsecondary education.

ncammhm

The proposal for developing the tests included in the Appropriations Commmee s bill takes
maximum advantage of tests already in use. It enables students and families to have the
achievement mformmon they want in an efficient and timely way.

The new tests are built on the widely accepted testing done under the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP). NAEP enjoys strong, bipartisan support as & measure of national
. student samples and samples in more than 40 states of student achievement in mathematics and
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reading. By basing the new individual student tests on content tested under NAEP, the new test is
the most efficient way to link scores nationally to NAEP and internationally to the Third
{Intemnational Mathematics and Science Study As a result, a long-standing hope will be realized by
2000: an individual student anywhere in the United States will be able to compare his or her
academic achievement to that of students in other states and in more than 40 other countries.

The Senate Appropriations Committee, with the agreement of the Administration, has provided clear
safeguards for development of the tests: The development and ficld trials of the new tests will be

reviewed by the National Academy of Sciences with a favorable report required in advance of any
use of the tests. The process of Academy review is comparable to the quality controls required by

' Congressgn the development of the NAEP, in that case, by the National Academy of Education. .
The Congress, the states and localities, and students and parents will have the advantage of a

~ thorough technical and professional review before the national tests are actually administered.

The members of our organizations urge that development of the mmonal tests moves. fon &d in
1997. States and localities are now addressing sxgmﬁcant choices regarding their future test:ng
systems. The option of using the national tests in reading and mathematics is an extremely

important one. We need to have that option, but final decisions require test availability by 1999 and
design and field testing in 1997 and 1998. ‘No state is required to participate; and no state should

be denied the option by halting test dcvelopmem This use of federal funds for test development

" is as cost-effective an investment in state, national and international reading and mathemat:cs
oompansons as could be made with. pubhc or private funds. ‘ :

1y

We urge the Senate to give the green light for developing voluntary national tests in readmg and -
mathematics, thereby enabling our students and their families to genuinely benchmark their
. mdwidual efforts and mum o theu' oountcrpans throughout the Umted States md around the,. .

world

&-’: : L : ¢

Thank you for your consideration of our recommendation.
Respectfully submitted,

American Federation of Teachers
‘Council for Exceptional Children

~ Council of Great City Schools
Council of Chief State School Officers :
National Association of Elementary School Principals |
National Association of State Directors of Spcc:al Education
National Education Association
‘National School Boards Association

¥
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~ NASBE

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION
Séptember 3, 1897 | |

" Dear Representative:

The National Association of Stata Boards of Education (NASBE) urges you to
oppose any amendments offered to the FY 98 Labor-HHS-Education

L Appropriations bill, H.R. 2264, that would prevent the Department of Education
Missouri from further deve!opment of the national assessments in reading and math.
Presides »
’ ::‘nm l'hyu' Devetopment of these tests, which wlll be patterned after the widely acclaimed
. Colorado National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), is consistent with the
Secrotary-Treasarer Department of Education's traditional role in research and development and

Barbars Roberts Mason
Michipin

Nortbeastern Ares Directory

E-mail:bosrds@ nashe.org

should not be impeded. 'In addition, for those states opting to participate in the

‘program, it offers an unprecedented opportunity for individual students to

compare their abilities with other students from across: the nation. Currently, no
Sy Srecobert assessment system of this scope exists.
bt State participation in the testing program is s_tr_gﬂy_w_luntam Because this

initiative is only six months old, many states have just begun to consider whether
E"&mw Dictos  they should participate or not. Stil, six states have already given their
Alabams commitment to administer the tests begunnmg in the spring of 1999 Kentucky,

" Adrenss Oupia - Maryland, Massachusetts Mlchlgan North Carohna and West Vrgtma

Central Area D 'Furtharmore H R. 2264 requires a ngorous evaluatlon process at the federal
u'& Prestoa irecters level as well. The proposed legislation directs the National Academy of Sciences
Misiouri to study the nationa! assessments’ preliminary field results and submit a report
Norma Cook to Congress oy next summer. It is at that time, after the majority of states have
Indiasa werghed in on the issue and the Academy's review is complete, that Congress
Midwes! Ares Directors should and will be able to conduct an informed debate over the merits of the
Kevis Gilmore tests. »
Kamsas - . ‘
Emmalou Rodripver We baheve the states should be afforded the opportunity to decide for
New Maico ~ themselves whether to take part in-these national assessments. These
Pacific Area Directers : dlscussrons .among state education policymakers can only continue if the -
William Byroo Darden -development of such tests proceeds. Again, we request that you oppose any
Adzoea amendments to H.R. 2264 regarding national assessments.
Oregon

Brenda Lilienthal‘ Welbum

Executive Director
1012 Cameron Street
Alexandria, Virginia 32314
703-634-4000 .
FAX 103-835-2313 Brenda Lifienihal Welbum

Executive Dirrclor
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Measuring Success in School

_ Rep, William Goodling’s Ang. 13
column attacking voluntary nation-
al tests was based largely on the
Pennsylvania Republican’s - belief
that “Americans don’t want and
don’t need a new national reading
test for fourth-graders and a new
national math test for eighth-grad-
ers.” This statement demonstrates
a misunderstanding of the impor-

tance of these tests to families, -

students and teachers, who want to
- know if our students have mas-

tered the basics no matter where

they live and work.

'Ihxsnsnotslmply“anothertst.

It is about setting high expectations

and standards for students and then

measuring achievement based on
these goals. The new voluntary
tests of fourth-grade reading and

" eighth-grade mathematics will offer,
- for the first time, an assessment of
- -individual' student performance in
these two critical subject areas
based on national and international
standards of excellence. No anrent

After the tests are given, all the
test items will be made available and
will be accompanied by information
that lets teachers and parents know
what goes'into the tests, what they
mean and how parents can help their
children get ready for them. Raising
expectations and standards in educa-
tion motivates students to learn
more and work harder.

.1 differ with Rep. Goodling’s
mwthat these tests are inconsis-
tent with Goals 2000. Like the rest
of the president’s education mnitia-
tives, these tests will give local
schools and states pew opportuni-
ties to improve,

As former governors, President .
Clinton and 1 stroogly support the

essential state and local nature of
education. Providing 2 voluntary
reading test in grade four and a

mathematics test in grade eight

has nothing to do with creating
such a national curricwlum, We
want to strengthen local education
by giving state and local govern-
ments and parents the chance to
know how well their students have
learned to read and to do math.
The administration also will ask
Congress to expand the authority
of the National Assessment Gov-
erning Board to include setting test
policy for the two national tests as
it does now for the National As-
sessment of Educational Progress,
This is the best way to make sure
that the new tests are overseen by
an independent and bipartisan or-

gamzanon.lbopeCmg;msmll'

pass this legislation without delay.

" Perhaps the most disappointinig
suggestion by Rep. Goodling is that
a national test would be “inappro-
priate” for some “disadvantaged”
students, We must stop perpetuat-
ing the cycle of low expectations
that keeps so many young -peopie
'from achieving their full potential.

Only if we are willing to break free

from the tyranny of low expecta-
tions and help individual states and
schools to challenge students can’
we achieve higher “standards of
learning for all students. Fifteen
large urban school districts already
have committed to having their
students take the test,

These tests, along with the ef-
forts to improve education, will

‘raise standards of learning for stu-

dents across America.
RICHARD W, RILEY
U.S. Degartment of Edocation
Washington
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NAT%ONAL TESTS A GOQOD IDEA THAT'S BEING DONE RIGHT
By Richard W. Riley
U. S. Secretary of Education

- How long should it take to prepare a 4th-grade readmg test or an 8th-grade

‘ math test? Should’ lt take more than two years?

Diane Ravitch seems to think so (op-ed, AuguSt 26.) Shechidesthe
Clinton Admm:stratton for “nurriedly” preparing voluntary national tests in these
subjects Yet the tests are schedu!ed for the spring of 1999, about 2-1/3 years

- after President Clinton proposed them. Only in Washmgton cou!d that be

considered "hurrymg |
The fact is, it takes about two years to prepare high-quality tests, evaluate
them, and then actually administer them. We are moving de iberately enough to

- do the job right, but fast enough to get these tests into schools as soon as

possible. The tests will help children to learn the basics, and our kids shouldn't
have to wait for that ' . I

Ms. Ravitch and | do agree onone thmg,;though -~ the entlty overseemg the
tests should be independent and bipartisan. That is why | went on national
television two days before Ms. Ravitch’s afticieappeared to say that the N
Administration will a;Sk the Congress to expand the authority of the National
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) to include setting test policy, NAGB is by
far the best way to assure independence and td make sure 'the tests will eérn the
confidence of parents teachers, communi tles states, and school dnstncts | hope
the Congress will pass the Iegnslatlon without delay. '

Of course, we have been actively pursumg bipartisan support for the tests
all along. The process that we have used duphcates the process that NAGB uses
to develop the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) tests, which
are now used in almost every state. The voluntéry national tesis will use the

t
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‘same frameworks and performance standards ‘as NAEP. For those who aren't
familiar with such j Jargon that means that the vo!untary nattona! tests will be
challenging and hold students to high standards of Iearmng And just as NAGB
does when it develops NAEP (sorry about the gcronym overload), we asked the
Chief State'SchooI:Oﬁiéers to appoint n‘onpartisan committees of teachers and |
other experts to des;gn the test specmcatlons
In addition, our process has been mclusxve and open. We have held many
" public hearings and put the transcripts on the Intemet for all the world to see, |
“have also have testified before Congress at least four times, and other officials of
the U. S. Department of Education have also testified. We have answered every
‘question put to us, and we continue to reach.out to state education leaders as
weli. Recently, representatives from 47 states:attended a meetmg on the tests
which was covered.by C-SPAN and other press represenatives. N
Process is important, but we should never lose sight of what's most
" important, and that's making sure that students are well grounded in reading and
-math. That will improve the odds of success for ail children, and that’s really
what the President’s proposal is all about. The tests will inform parents,
 teachers, and studénts themselves about what it takes to reach national and even
international standards of achievement no mattferwhere they live -- something no
other tests currently do. '; '
n The American people support the Presndent s call for: voluntary national
standards. The PhiDelta Kappa/Garlup Poll, réleased on Tuesday, showed that
two out of three Americans believe national tests will improve student |

achievement “a great deal or quite a lot,”
With that kind of public support, it would be tragic if the Congress moved to

delay or kill national testing, as some members' of Congress want to do. They
would deny many states and school districts the right to even consider the option,
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thwarting the principle of local control.

It woﬁld be v;vro‘ng to allow a good idea tihat can help our chi!dren learn to
languish. Itis time} to move. | am pleased thai the contract to develop the tests
has been awarded to an alliance ihat includes e;the'nation’s most respected test
publishers and a bipartisan-council on basic skills, |

We're on the right track, and we welcome the involvement of evéry
American in this effort. Let's work together and keep our eye on the prize.

HHHE



Voluntary Nauonal Testtng It sa No Bramer
By
chhael Casscrly

When Congress returns for its Fall session, members will take up one of the most -
defining education issues they have faced in some time: vquntary national tests for 4‘*’ grade
reading and 8* grade math.

' Presxdent Clinton proposed the tests to spur the flagging standards movement. He was
right to do so. The drive 10 heighten educational standards is losing steam. The standards and
assessments now being developed by the states are spotty at best, and many have begun 1o
question whether all the work is worth it. The national tests could provide direction 1o these -
disparate efforts and breathe some muchfneeded life into the standards movement.

The question befo1e Cengress, posed by Education and Economxc Opportumty
Commiuee Chair Bill Goodhng (R-PA), is whether the legislature should prevent the Clinton
Administration from using federal funds 1o develop and administer the new assessments. The
vote is, of course, a proxy on the tests themselves. But Congress—Republican and Democrats-
-should support the tests for a number of reasons. -

. First, Republicans should remember that these tests are direct descendents of the ones

~ proposed by President Bush in “America 2000". The White House and Congressional

Republicans, at the time, pushed tests to spur excellence in public education. Clinton never

-strayed far from the original blueprint in proposing “Goals 2000 then or Voluntary National

Tests now. The tests have spanned the administrations of both partics and encompass an idea:
around which a nauonal and bxpamsan conscnsus is now clcar

Second, the 106™ Congress—begmnixig in i999—-w111 reauthon},'e. the main enginc of
federal involvement in schools, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, and wtll want
answers 10 tough quesuons that natlonal test results could help answer. ‘

Thxrd some Democrats fear that Lest results could reflect badly on minornty thldrcn ’
Many worry about the use of the tests to label or exclude them. It is a concern worthy of
vigilance. Advocates argue, correctly, that testing is not teaching, and that the challenge is to’
provide opportunity for achievement, not just the measurement of it. The sorry truth,
however, is that we are never going to get to issues of oppon:umty until the debates on v
‘standards are more settled. The nation should be able to walk and chew gum at lhe same time
as it pursues both ends of the educational reform process, but apparently it cannot—or will
not. The national tests will give hbemls a better data base from which to advocate greater
opporlumty for poor kids. :



There are many issues that remain to be solved, including problems of duplicate
testing, accommodations for students who are disabled or do not speak Eriglish, and costs.
The Administration has just resolved one by placing control of the exams undcr an
mdependent board, and is working to solve the others. '

Urban public school systems in 15 major cities, for their part, announced recently that
they would take the cxams, a move Clinton called historic and astonishing. But they stepped
forward not 10 surprise people or to tweak the states over their sluggish pace. They
voluntecred because high standards have more significance to urban comimunities from which
so little is expected than they have almost anywhere else. And they volunteered to say clearly
to the nation that urban school children could compete with any kids anywhere if they are
given an opportunity to leam That should beano bramcr for conservatives and liberals
alike. : '

‘The initial test results, particularly out of urban schools, may—in fact-be low. That

. should catch few by surprisc. Jt may astound more people that some city schools will do well
and that many wealthier districts are not as good as their public relations firms advertise. Few

' people have noticed yet that America’s urban public school systems are coming back. This
new ascendance has a lot to do with the attention big city schools are paying to their bottom
line: student achievement. Nothing sharpens one’s attention better than test results. And
while not all urban schools will want to take the Voluntary National Tests, they sure would
like the opportunity to decide: Now that’s local control. '

- * Michael Casserly is Executive Director of the Council of the Great City Schools.
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