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and the leadershi~ of this dynamic group of men and women, 

to enter the millennium, to enter ~he ne¥ a~e, to en~er 

the'n~w decade, with the type of educational reform and 

opportunity and acces~ alluded to earlier, th~t can truly. 

make this country the democracy it was meant to be. 

And I personally believe, parenthetically, that we 

cannot preac~ democracy i~ Eastern.~uropeif we don't make 

lt work in East L.A., Eas~ Palo Alto, East St. Louis, East 

Harlem, and every urban area of fl..rnerica that i,scrying out 

for reform. 

May I pay my respects mightily to the teachers being 

honored here,this weekend? Michael' went to school in the 
.

San Fernando~Valley; I w.n~ to schopl in West Los Angeles 

- graduat. of Fairfax High School, ~ent on to Occidental 

College, met my wife at Oxy, but I am a product of public 

schools. My:rnother was a ~eacher, my daughter 1s a 

teacher - public school teacher - my fs'ther-in-law i~ 
~l 


public school, Superintende~t of Schools. in Ventura 

County, California. 

! want to. pay respects by sayi~g that, reminding you 

of that W"onderful movie of the life.: of Sir Thomas More, 
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do not ~hemselves run the schools. ?ublic officials 

re~a1n the power to cancel school management contracts or 

charter contracts on grounds of con~i5tently poor 

performance, ~ut they d6 not di'rect~y supervise or control 

the means by whlCh the school and the teachec in the 

classroom pursue those ends. 

Under this reform, under this entrepreneurial or 

reinventing education paradigm ,reform, educ~tion must be 

delivered, in my opinion, through charter schools, as one, 

example. Licensed by public aU~hor~~ies, such as state 

and city or loeal school districts. ' They can opt out 

schools that secede from their local education agenci~s 

run ~hemselves v1th what amounts to:a block grant of 

public funds. Which in my opinion", is what the federal 

government should be doing, more than attempting to run or 

supervise th~t school. 

In al,l ~~tuations, the continu~ng responsibility of 

the public authority, particularly tn Washington, is to, 

as the President suggested, establish national standards, 

but not impose them. This is what !,vould call public 

,accountability, and where people an¢ families ~an actua1ly 
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where the sister \lent on to school, \ could not get a job, 

thus had diminished their expectati~ns, led them to the 
, 

s~reets, One little boy ~as asked by Alex Kotlowitz, 

"What do you.want to be ~hen you grpw up'?" 

And he said~ ~Well, if I grow up, Mr. Kotlowitz, I 

want to be..,", 

If? If,! want to grow up? Ev~ry child should have 

the equalltYiof oppo.rtunity to maximize his or her 

potenti~l, aod school choice is a PB~t of that effort. We 

candisagree;about hov vast it snoutd be, but it seems to 

me, as an axiom, and ce.ttainly in u:rban schools of America 

among low-income people, there must be greater choice. 

There h3s to be greater freedom for families. 

~ Number ~wo - Diane Ravi~ch def~nes charte~ schools 

this vay - s~e says, ~Think of a ch~rter school as a 

public school district with but on~ school.n 

It rece~ves public funds, agrees to mee~ clear 

academic st.andards, accepts all stu.dents whe apply, but 

unlike existing public schools, it has a contract that can 

be revoked if the school fails to make good on its 

http:Centu.ry
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commitment to education. As I pOinted out, many states 

are doing it. 

But "'e can ask the question, 'Why couldn''C National 

Geographi c o~ The. Learning Channel not have a charter 
, 

school? . Whycouldn'.t T,'le Smi thscnian or Georgetovn or 

George Washington University or Library of Co~qress or the,, 
NEA or AFT have a charter school of:its own? Can you 

imag1ne what,S8,OOO per chll~ wouldibuy if organiZations 

such as these and many, many more were in charge of wsing 

that money to create a school that would be considered.the 

type of schools chat a~e being honored and tr.e type of 

teaching that's oeing honored here by the Mi1ken Family 

Founda.tion? . 

Marcus Gfrvey 1n Wa~ington,
..., , , 

- -------------~---care of that problem, and inste~d of inventln; things for 

-=::::::.::=::: 
teachers and schools to do and t~lling families and 

'c'hildren vhich school they must attend, t.he s::hool b~ard 

should devote 1ts energies, in my opinion, tc making sure 

that an ever-;'increasing number of rn.agnificent public 

schools and school chOice does exist:­
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-3.. Third - 'e.:-:cellence. r agree with President Clinton. 

He suggested,making available the R~adingand Hath Test 

from the Nation's,Report Card, so that local ,school 

boards, families and other cit~zens can ~ell whether 

children are !learhing Yhat they need to know and be able 

The Congress should enact the President's 

'=
proposal, and~ur cities 5hOU~d use those te~~.:;ell 

......, -
as our schools and states. 
~<---------------~ 

Fourth ~ accountability. There is·a fourth step that 

in my opin;on, the President has yet to recommend, that 

the, that just, t~at school boards '~hould take. This step 

would have to do with accountability. New choices won't 

be real, new charter schools won't succeed, children's 

test scores won't change until principals are expected to 

lead, teachers are expected to teach, in a way that 

ach1eves results. 

- In essence, the recipe fOI reform in education in 

America. begins' ....,ith creating the best schools in the 'Itlorld 

for our children. The ingredients are choice and freedom 

and excellence and accountability. I'd like to see the 
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KEMP: This is the Geraldo Rivera part of my, the 

Oprah Winfrey". 

STRASZHEIM: We all' lenow that Washington, the State 

House, and the courthouses are involved in various 

dif rent ways in education, and those ways may change in 

the future. :81.1'1: most people's live'lihood comes from the 

private sect~r. 

Quest1o~ is, how might we get America's companies 

more involve? in the educational decision process in this 

country? 

KE~P: Well. first of all, it's happening. And I 

would give tremehdouscredi: to Michae~ Milken for helping 

t.o st:imulate that very discu.ssion, :vhich. will be taking 

place subseq~ent to my remarks in ~he panels, and the men 

and women from the business community who are hera - A. 

B - 1t ~s absolutely ax1omatic'that industry, 

business, th~ private entetprise system, has a huge stake 

in the outcome of this debate going on this weekend, and 

of course, endemically across the face of the country. 

~ Thirdly, I was on, h.a.d the opportunity 'to visit a 

, .' 

school in Ea,t Palo Alto with Larr~ Ellison of. Oracle. 

, . 
i 
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Oracle is, along with Sun Microsystems and Apple Computer 

Company in Silicon ValIey, took'~ very strong interest in 

Flood' School ,in East Palo Alto . Provided network 

computing for every child. And it.is ~o clear to me that, 

this has inspired the type oieducational achievement - ' 

di S cipli ne ha,s improved immensel y. <The moti vation factor 

has been ess~ntial, and I think eve~y man and woman in 

this room knows th~c education vi~hout motivation is 

basically leading nowhere. 

And I want to just suggest that I a~ convinced, as 

business and industry and technology partner with the 

public and private schools of America, we can turn both 
, , 

into great schools and bring in the'type of educational 

,opportunity that we want for our co~ntry. So I believe 

the, th~ panels ~ill have a tremendous opportunity to 

visiL this SUbject. 

STRASZHEIM: Other questions here from the floor? 

Yes, right down ~ere. We've got some microphones~ we have 

one here lnthe center. Do any of the microphones ... 

KEMP: Or you can use mine. 

STRASZHE.IM: Okay. 

http:STRASZHE.IM
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The National Associatio~ of Secondary School Principals 
1904 Association Drive· Reston, Virginia 20191-1537 
Tel: (703) 860-0200· Fax: (703) 476-5432 0 Imerncr E-Mail: nassp@nassp.org 

Position of 

the National Association of Secondary School Principals 


I . on Voluntary National Tests 
. 4th Grade Reading - 8th Grade Mathematics 

The President, in his State of the Union Addressl proposed a new national educati.on 
initiative to develop and make available voluntar~' national tests for 4th grade students 
in reading and 8th grade students in mathematics. 

The Department of Education has moved forward with this initiative by entering into a 
contract with two parties to develop and market ;these tests. 

Members of Congress are concerned that the admjnistratlon has moved f(lrward with 
this initiative and expended federal funds without the express approval of Congress. In 
addition. they are concerned a.bout the role of the Departmentin administering these 
tests. In response' to these concerns. the administration has agreed to (.Urn over the. 	 . 
development and administration of these tests to: the National Assessment Gover.ning 

Board (NAGB). i 


Position: 


The development and administration of more tests in itself is not prudent. or necessary. 

However, as proposed by the Administration, these tests would be used as a tool to 

provide students, teachers, and parents with an assessment of the student's strengths' 

and weaknesses i~ two fundamentai areas -- reading and mathematics. . ' 


.' . 

As recommended in Breaking Ranks: Changing an American Institution 

The high school will assess the academic progress of students in a variety of 
ways so that a clear and validpicture em~rg~s of what they know and are able 
to do. (p. 5~) . 

Assessments of student work should provide a rich collection of information that 
reflects on ?l student's progress in moving through the high school curriculum, 
(p.54) ! 

\Vhile it is important to assess individual students so that their academic 
progress may be known, it is equally vital to disclose how the school as a whole 
fares. (p. 5,6) ~ 

NASSP supports the President's National Volunt·a.ry Test initiative if these tests are 
used to improve teaching and learning and align the assessment of students to pre· 
established standards and curriculum.. It is impo:rtant that the standards and 
curriculum be determined prior to the developm~nt of a test. . 	 " 

Servirg All Leaders in Middle.Level arid High School Education 
: 	 ' ' 

Founder and Sponsor: 	 National Honor Society National Association of Student Councils 
National Junior Honor Society l'iationaJ Association of Student Activity Advisers 

.. . -- ~ .. ... - . _. . . . .;',~' 
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CONTRACT TO DEVELOP VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 
A WARDE'D TO ALLIANCE OF MAJOR TESTING FIRMS 

An alliance that includes the nation's most respected test publishers and a bipartisan 

council on basic skills will be responsible for developing the voluntary national tests in 4th-grade 

reading and 8th-grade mathematics, the U.S. Department of Education announced today. The 

'I 

$13 million contract awarded today is for the first year ofafive-year project. The tests will be 

used first in I 999. 

The American Institutes for Research (AIR) will oversee the multi.:year effort. Major test 

publishers and others involved as subcontractors include California Test BureaulMcGraw Hill 

(Monterey, Calif.); Council for Basic Education (Washington, D.C.); Educational Testing' 

Service (Princeton, N.J.); Harcourt Brace Educational Measurement (San Antonio, Texas); 

National Computer Systems (Iowa City, Iowa); Riverside Publishing (Itasca, I11.);and Westat, 

Inc. (Rockville, Md.). 

The contractor, AIR, is a national,. nonprofit organization with broad experience in 

eClucation-related research, including work in large-scale assessments, policy anillysis and 

program evaluation. 

President Clinton this year proposed annual voluntary national tests in 4th-grade reading . .' 

and 8th~grade mathematics based on high standards for student achievement. The. tests will be 

based on the highly respected National Assessment of Educational Progress andJor math, will be 

linked to the Third International Mathematics and Science Study. They will be a valuable ... 

-MORE­
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resource for interested school districts and states to use as part oftheir efforts to improve schools. 

And the tests will show parents, schools and communities how well their children are performing 

in math and reading -- two subjects critical to student success at pivotal points in time. 

"The voluntary national tests will provide valuable information to help children master the 

basics," U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley said. "Raising expectations and standards 

in education motivates students to learn more and work harder. For the first time, the tests win 

inform parents, teachers and students themselves about what ittakes to reach national and even 

international standards of achievement no matter where they live in this great country -- something 
, .' 	 . 

no other test currently does. 

"These tests are about giving young people the basic skills they need to prepare them to 

. 	 . 
navigate the changing times and get a solid foundation that prepares them for college or technical 

careers following high schooL" 

The $13,035,848 contract was awarded competitively following a review and 

recommendation by an evaluation panel. . The reviewers included state arid school district .. 	 .~ 

representatives, as well as reading, math, assessment and civil rights experts. 

The responsibilities of the project subcontractors are: 

• 	 Riverside Publishing will help develop the reading test; 

• 	 Harcourt Brace EducationalMeasurement will help develop the mathematics test; 

. 	 . . 
• 	 Westat, Inc. will design and conduct the pilot and field tests; .. 

• 	 . California Test BureaulMcGraw Hill and National Computer Systems, Inc. will be 
responsible for scoring the field test; 

• 	 Educational Testing Services will assist with data analysis and other technical issues; and . 

• 	 Council for Basic Education will oversee the coordina~ion of the National Advisory 
Committee meetings. 

-MORE­
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This fall, advisory panels will be named fo oversee test development, including subject . . . . 
matter, technical. issues and accommodations for limited-English-proficient students and those 

with disabilities. They will build on work already done bycommittees of expert teachers, 

administrators, parents, policy makers and business and community leaders -- as well as findings 

. from public meetings and hearings that solicited the views of parents, teachers and communities. 

Test items and scoring criteria are to be developed this fall, with a field test to be ready 

nextspring (1998). Sample tests will be posted on the Internet in fall 1998. AIR will oversee 

, . . 

. efforts to get public comments -- from parents, students abd educators -- on the sample tests and 

to develop user-friendly reports of student test results. 

Six states, 15 cities, and the Department of Defense Schools -- encompassing nearly 20 

percent of the nation's 4th and 8th grade public schooi enrollment -- have already signed on to 

participate in the voluntary national tests. 

Funds for the test development contract are from the department's Fund for the 

Improvement of Education, in the Office of Educational Research and Improvement. 

AIR has offices in Washington, D.C.; Palo Alto, Calif.; and Concord, Mass. 

### 
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Letters to the Editor 
The Washington Post ; ; 

llSO 15th Street, NW 
Washington, DC. 20071 

. 
Dear Editor: 

, 

Representative William Goodling's recent attack on the voluntary natio~al tests (Washington Post 
8/13) is based in large part on his belief that, "Americansidon't want and don't need a new 
national reading test for fourth grader~ and a new national math test for1eighth graders." With 
thjs~ he demonstrates a misunderstand~g ofthe importance of these nat~onal tests to famiJies, . 
students and teachers who want to k:n9'w ifdue ,tudents have mastered the basics no matter where 
they live and work ~, (.' , ':, ' 

f 

This is not simply "another test." It is';about ~ing high expectations and standards for students 
and then measuring achievement based on the'se goals. The new volunt¥y tests of fourth-grade 
reading and eighth.grade mathematics will offer, for the first time. to int~erested school districts 
and states an assessment of individual student perfonnance in these ~o:critical subject areas 
based on national and international standards of'excellence. No current;'test nor state or local 
assessment currently achieves this important goal. Unlike other tests, ~er these tests are given 
all the test items will be made publicly~available and will be accompanied by infonnation that 

. 
lets 

I 

teachers and parents know what goes into the tests, what they mean and, how parents can help . 
their children get ready for them. A te~t that is basedion high standards:and that gives individual 
.results back to students, parents and teachers can yield impot.tant infor:nlation about what students 
know and can do in these subject areas .and ciih identify wher~ extra re1p is needed so additional 
progress can be made. RaiSing expectations ahd stand~ds in education motivates students to 
learn more and work harder. , •. . i j; ~1, ~ 

I differ with Rep. Goodlingrs vieW thatthes~ tests are ~consisteftt r-vi~~ 90als 2000. Like the rest 
of the President'S education initiatives, these tests will give local schools and sta,tes new 
opportunities to improve..The last thing that we should do at the federal level is to prevent local 
schools and states from participating in the~JJsts ofexcellence. ; 

" ,-'1); • j 

As former governors, Pres~dent, Clinto~: andI;s~rongly support the essentiJ,!,state and local nature 
ofeducation. We have ·no interest qr intent in ~reating a national curriculum. Providing a 
voluntary reading test in grade 4 and ~,:fnathematics test in grade 8 has nothing to do with creating 

• • !" , ,,~ 

.. '1 
; 

; , 

;. i 
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such a national curriculum: What~weare copcerned ~tht and what thes~ tests will help achieve, 
is the creation of high national standards of~hievem'ent. We want to strengthen local education 
by giving state and local goverrunents and palents the' chance to know how well their students 
have Jearned to read. and to do math. . 

Perhaps the most disappointing suggestion by Rep. (r60dting is that a national test would be J 

"inappropriate" for some "disadvantaged" s~dents: We .mUSt stop perp~uating the cycle of low ·f. 
texpectations that keeps so many young people from achieviQg their full potentiaL We should not' I 

be willing to tolerate low standards for ahY: grolfP of stu4ents.· Only ifwe are willing to break free 
from the ~anny ,of low expectations ~~ help ihdividvr states and scho~ls to challenge students . 
can we achieve higher standards of leamlng fOf; all stutlents. Already fifteen large urban school 
districts hav~ committed· to having their·studt;nts take the test. . . 

No one is suggesting that these tests or :my other!~ests are an education panacea. But we do 
know that quality testing that informs communities, ~parents, and teachers; about how their 
students are achieving·. combined with a ~,orous local core curricu~um 'of the' basics -- can 
improve education. We at the national lev¥~ should do our Par:1 by increasing investments in 
pre-school programs like Even Start and Head Start, strengthening the recruiting and training of 
teachers, improving basie skills instruction fiJn<ted by Title I. anti funding the "America Reads 
Challenge" now, to get childrlfl reading we,ll arid indc;pendently.by the end of third grade. These 
initia~ives, along with the test, and l~caI;~tl stateainiiiat~ves. 'fill help raise our standards of 
leanung for alJ students across Amenca.· ~f ' " II 

;~. .,1. ~ '." 
." ~, '. 

y o:u,~ sincerely•.,
( . 

~c~ 

Day and Evening Telephone No: (202) 401-3026 
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Voluntary National Testing: It's a No Brai~er 

'By 


" Michael Casserly-I-, 


When Congress returns for its Fall sessiori; ,members will take up o~e of tl;e most 
defining education issues they have faced in some tim'e: voluntary national tests for 4th grade 
reading and sUo gnlde math. ' ' 

Pr~sident Clinton proposed the tests to spur the flagging standards movement. He was 
right to do 50. The drive to heighten educati,onhl staridards is losing steam" The standards and' 
assessments now being developed by the states are spotty at best. and many,have begun to ' 
question whether all the work 'is worth it. The natio~al tests could provide direction to these 
disparate effortS and breathe some much-needed life into the stan~a~dsmovemem.. 

' .. 

The question before Congress, posed by Education and Economic Opponunity 
Committee,Chair Bill Goodling (R-PA},is whether the legislature should prevent the Clinton 
Adminismltion from using federal funds to dcvclopand administer the new assessments. The, 
vote is, of course', a proxy on the tests themselves. Blit Congress- Republican ,and Democrats­
-should support the tests for a number of reasons. 

First, Republicans should remember t.hat t.hese tests are direct descendents of the ones 
proposed by President Bush in "America 2000". The White Ho~se and Congressional 

, Republicans~ at the time, pushed tcsts to spur (!xccllence in public education. Clinton never 
strayed far from the original blueprint in proposing "Goals '2000" then or Voluntary Nat.ional 
'Tests now. The tests have spanned the administr.uions of both panics andcllcompass an idea 
around which a national and bipartisan conscns~ is now dear. 

, Second, the 106ch Congress-beginning in 1999-will reauthorize the main engine of 
federal involvement in schools, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. and will want, 
answers to tough qllestionsth~t national test 'results could help' answer. 

,. Third, some Democrats fear that test results could reflect badly on minority children. 
Many worry about t.he use of the tests to label or exclude them.' It is a conccm worthy of 
vigilance. Advocate.~ argue, correctly, that testing is not teaching, and that the challenge is to 
provide opportunity for achievement, not just thc measurement of it. The sorry truth. 
however. is tbat wea~e never going to get to issues of.opponunity until the'dcbates on 

. standards are more settled. The nation should he able to walk and chew gum at the same time. 
as it pursues both ends of the educational refonn process, but apparently it cannot..- 01' will 
not. The national tests will give liberals a better data base from which to advoc~te greater . 
opportunity for poor kids. ' ' . ., ' 



i There are many issues thatrematn to be selved, inCluding problems .of duplicate 
testing, accommeclationsfer students ~ho'are disabled.or d.o not speak English, and cost.s. 
The AdministI:ation has just reselved.e~e,by placing control .of dIe eXiUllS under an 
,independent board, and is werking to solve the ~thcrs~ 

','" U rhan, public scheol systems in 15 major cities, ,for the,it part,' a~nounced rec~ntly that 
they w.ould take the exams, amove Clinton called. histeric and astonishing. But they stepped 
f.erward nel to surprise peeple or to tweak the states over their sluggish pace'. They 
vohlntccrcd because high standards have more significan~e to urban cemmunities from which 
so little is expected than they have almost anywhere else. And t.hey vo1l.mteered to say dearly 
to the nation that \irban scheel children c()Dld compete with any kids anywhere if they arc 
given an ~ppertunity te :leam. That should bea no braincr fer censervatives arid.libcrals 
dh ' 

, ' 

The initial test results, panicularly out of urban schoe~J may-:.-iri' fact:--be low: That 
should catch few by surprise. It may ast01md more people that seme city schoels will do well, 
and that many we-altbier districts are net as geed as their public relations fimIS advertise. Few 
'peeple have neticed yet that America'$ urban public scheel systems are ceming back.. This 

, new ilscendance has a let te do with th~ attentien big city schools are paying to their hottom 
line: student achievement. Nothing s.harpellsone's attention better than test results. And 

,while not an urban schools will want te take the Voluntary Natienal Tests, thcysllre would 
like the .opportunity to decide. New that's loca) centrel. 

.. Michael Casserty is Execiuive Directer of the Council of the Grea~ City Scheols. ' 

" ' 

, ~ . 

http:disabled.or


\;' 

" \ 

',' 

.:,., 
.
.

: \, 



.. ...... , ' 

Prior Decisions 
• The tests will provide an annual indication of 

overall individual student proficiency in 
reading in English (grade 4) and math (grade 8) 
that can be reported to parents and teachers. 

• Reading and math will' provide national 
standards from NAEP and math will provide 
international standards from TIMSS . 

. • Items will ,be released to the public every year. 

'-;: .• The first administration of.the tests will be in 
1'999. 

Gary Phillips 
4/25/97 
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Basic Oesian 

• Voluntary . . . 
• No individually identifiable data from the test administration is given to the Federal 

Government . 
• Tests will be consistent with Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing 

(APA, AERA; NCME) 
• Inclusion criteria and appropriate accommodations will be required. 

. . 
• Individual tests in reading (grade 4) and math (grade 8) 
• Parallel forms from year to year 
• Report in a metric easily understood by parents anq teachers 
• NAEP framework but with different item and test specifications 
• Linked to NAEP and TIMSS ':' Provides a reading and math score plus a predicted 

NAEP (reading and math) and TIMSS score (math) 
• Up to 90 minutes of testing time 
• Approximately 800/0 multiple choice and 200/0 constructed-response (including one 

extended constructed-response). About half of the testing time will be spent on the 
non-multiple choice items. 

• Ongoing research component 
• Ongoing evaluation component 
• Advisory structure 

.;~: • Three year assessment cycle (see attached graph) 
1. Item writing, item pilot 
2. Field test, equating new forms, linking to NAEP and TIMSS 
3. Administration, reporting 



.:'::~ 

Testing Cycle for National Test 
in Readina and Mathematics 
Year .197 I. 198 199 100 

··,···,·1·",-,··,····· .. 

Cycle 

1999 

2000 
_ . ...., .'h··.. 

2001 

2002 

2003 

1 Item Writing (Jan.-Feb.), Item Pilot (March) 

I 2 Field test (March) and equating old test to new test (March); linking NAEP/NTR 
(Feb., March) and NAEPINTM (Feb., March); linking NTMlTIMSS (March) 

101 102 103 

I 3 Administration (March) Gary Phillips 4/25/97 
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Administration, Scoring, Analysis, and 
Reportingjconducted bv certified entity)

'""-'" ,. - - » 

• First administration in March, 1999 .. 

• Administration 'will be carried out by licensed test 
administrators (test publishers, states, school districts, etc.).' 

" 

• A random sample of the licensed test sites will be monitored. 

• During the firslyear of administration (and possibly in 
subsequent years) the certified entities will be reimbursed for 
their costs. 

• Test administration, will be consistent with civil rights laws 
and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

• Test reporting strategies are local options. 

Gary Phillips 
4/25/97 
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RFP and Timelines for National Tests in Reading and Mathematics 
" 

'. 
1997 1998 1999 2000+ 

IR.FP written February 


Draft <SOW for comment " March 


Pre-solicitation conference March/Aoril 

RFP release April 

Proposa.ls due June 

COl1tr~t?t award~ Reading and Math dev€)lop. ' , August 

- Technical Panel September 

- Linking October 

- C€)rtificatiphS/Licensing November .. '.:.:','..' .. .- ........ ».:., ;-. "- .'. 


'- Evaluation November , 

'::;~~~iiih:$rspeCifiC~tiO~S ' , '. M~~;~~~st '.' .·.·.·;)q~;~~~~;:;;;·:~~q~~e8:< 

n

Item pilot March ',', "."",. March > March' 

Field test and equating study March March March 

Adrrinister reading and math test March March 

Linking study NAEP/reading and mathtest* Feb/Mar Feb/Mar Feb/Mar • ' 

l-inking~t~dy TIMS$/math t~st* Ma.r/Apr>MEir/Apr,\n{'M~r/8pr; 
* IinkinifstlJdy done a year jn acWahcet()~e:>n~~dY~they:~aFth~test isadmini§tere~.{:'):4j25;9ii."; 

http:Proposa.ls
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. . Overview ofPlalls " . 
. .. . _. .' 

.'. '.' . for the 
- ~~ 

.. Voluntary National Tests in .... 
......... ..ReadingandMathematics 

,.. 

Gary Phillips 
6/12/97 
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Vollint~ry , , 

1: The tests will provide an annual i~dication ofoverall 
~..... indtviduaLsiudent proficiency in· reading in English 

", :(grade 4) and math (grade ,8) that 9aiT 'be report~d to, 

parents and teachers. , '. .' '. ".: " ' . ,. ' 


... Re~ding ~nd math vviH provide national standards fr()m ...••....... 
NAEP.-and'math will provide international standards ' 

:'. . . '. . " 

from TIMSS . 


.ItemswiH be released to the public every year. 

- . , , . . . 

, The- first"administration of the tests will be in ] 999. 
',: . . '. -: 

, GaryPhilJips ' 
6/12/97 



Detailed Design 

N'o individually identifiable data from the test administrations are giv~n to the Federal Gove~nme~t 

. '. . 	 . 

Not Linke~toFederal ~undlng 

, . Tests will be consistenfwith Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing (APA, AERA, NCME)" 
. and the Code of Fair Testing Practice 

, 	 . 

Irclusion criteria and appropriate accommodations will be required ! 

Guidelines for test reporting and use 

Supplementary materials 

,Comparable forms frOm year to year: 

Report in a metriC easily understood 9Y parents and teachers 

NAEP fraf.l:1ework but;with different item and test specifications 

Unkedto NAir and TIMSS - Provides a reading and math score plus apredicted NAEP (reading and math) 
and TIMSS score (math) 	 " 

Up to 90 minutes of testing time 

, About half of the testing time will be.spent on the' non-multiple choice items 

. Approximately 80% machine-scorable'and 20%'con~truCted~response (including one extended constructed~ 
response) 


Special booklet of extenqed constructed response items 


'. 	 Sample tests 'in 1998, , 

Tests and scoTing guide released to the Web every year 

Results will be rep'orted within the sameschool ye,ar 

Ongoing research component ' 

Ongoing evaluation component 
Gary Phillips.

Advisory structure 
6/12/97

Three year assessment cycle (see atta~hed graph)' 



Advisory Structure 


;. Overall Advisory Committee· 

,. 'Technical Advice' " 

-i· ContentC,lnd. testing ~xperts for each· 
. ... .'.' 

.. . development contract· 
' 

. ."", ' 
. . ". '. . 


: Evaluation":: 
, 


'r 

", 

GaryPhillips .' 
,6/12/97 



:Item aoo test sr.eciflcations 

'. 

It~W;tirg···· 

JternJjIOt 
Fteldtest aoo€q.stirg siwy 

Adninister readirg arrJ rmthtest 

-Uli<irg~llrv1SSl~test* . 

.. 

RFP and nmelines for Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics 
.... 1997 .~ 1998 1999 '. 2000+ 

"'. ~.:. 

. , 
,'. . . ','r 

. . May-~t·. 

~eritler·· .Contract ava~- Readrg am l\ABth deVelop.. ~ ,.....:.:~.'.. 

t:; ':.'.:' ..U......,:..rvi 
. , '. - IN. "::J Octob3r. 

. ".,' - . ': ­
,- . ' . 

.•. :, .,;. Evaluation , ' .. ' Octob3r": . '." ". 

:."", . - Lieensirg Novel'Tber .'. 

Oct-Nov. ·.>Jan-Feb·. :'. 

.fv1arch·· 
., .... - . 

" ::"March 

.·March .... ' 

Uli<irg slujytw:P/readirg aoo rmth test* . .,' FebtMaFFetYMar,~:;' Feb'Mar 

'. Mar/Apr .', . f\ilar/.A,pr· '.'..Mar/Apr 

* liii<irg stl.Kfydone a year in acJvan::e to ~ l5ed in itie year the test is,adniristered.. . 6112197 

'c 

. 
" 



estingCycle for the Voluntary National 

.. Tests in Reading and Mathematics . 


• • .j-'> • 	 • 

Cycle .. ""t-­

" 1999 

2"ODCf""" . 

, i 
1­ 200l-'~"r 

i 
i .. 

Year '97; '98 

! 

'. 

" . 

1-­

'00 

I 
! 	

'01 1 '02 '03' 

, . 

2002 


2003 


. 1Iten~ Writing (Jan.~Feb.), "Item Pilot (March) 

• 	 2. Field test ·(rvtarch).and equatitlg old tests to new tests (March); linking NAEPINTR 
·(Feb., March) al)d NAEPINTM (Feb .• March); linkil1g.NTMfflMSS (March) 

ill . : 3 Administration (March) 	 Gary Phillips 6/12/97 
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111 il1i s trati() n,S C.() ri·ng~., /\. n a I,.Y S'i,S,i' .(111 (1 ,FZC))()lJ:i]J g. 

. . .. (conductcd by licensed .()rganizatiolls) . 
..' 	 "... , 

,~ 

Firstadrilinistration .in March, '1999~' . '. 
( 

Scoting, analysis,anQ reporting wilLbe carried out by licensed 
organizations (test publishers, states, school districts, 'etc.). 

. . . 

• .' .A, rando.m sample of test administrations and 'activities of licensed , 
orga~izations will be monitored. . . . . . 

.' : During' the first year of adminIstration (and possibly in subsequent 
' .. ' ye'ars) the licetlsed·organization~ will be reimbursedfortheir'costs... 

•. 	 . Test administration 'will be consisterit with civilrights laws and the. 
Individuals with IJisabilities Education Act. 

.', 	Test reporting strategies are· local options.· ... 

GaryPhillips 
.6/12/97 
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Departnlent of Eclucatioil·WebSite.·· 
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.. http://wwW .ed.gov/nationaltests .. ... 
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CLINTON ADMINISTRATION EDUCATION AGENDA: 
HELPING STUDENTS REACH HIGH STANDARDS 

fFJhe stnlggle Jor excellenceJor all must be our great mission. We must demand high standards oj 
every student; our schools and teachers must meet world-class standards. But we must demand-that 
every child be given the opportunity to meet those standards. Every child must have a chance to 
succeed in this new economy. 

President Clinton, Speech to the NAACP National Convention, 
July 17,1997 

High Expectations for All Students and Resources to Help Them Learn 

A hallmark ofPresident Clinton's efforts to improve American education has been that we should 
have high expectations for every student. He has urged states and school districts to adopt 
challenging academic, standards in all core subjects, and to adopt high national standards in the basics 
of reading and mathematics. The President has strengthened existing federal programs and fought for 
new resources to improve local schools and help students reach these standards. President Clinton's 
Budget Agreement with Congress includes the largest increase in our investment in education in 30 
years and the largest single boost in college aid since the 0.1 Bill. But we still have much to do in 
order to meet the President's goal of insuring that all Americans have the best education in the world. 

Strengthening Existing Programs 

• Expanding Head Start to Reach 1 Million Children a Year. President Clinton has made 
Head Start an Administration priority. For over 30 years, Head Start has helped low-income 
families create an environment where their children are ready to learn by taking a 
comprehensive approach to child development - improving children's learning skills, health, 
nutrition, and social competency. 'Under the Clinton Administration, funding for Head Start 
has increased 55%, enabling Head Start to serve 836,000 children and their families in FY 98 
under the Budget Agreement, and continuing expansion toward the President's goal of serving 
1 million children in 2002. 

• Raising Standards for Over Ten Million Low Income Students. The Clinton 
Administration's Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 overhauled Title I, which 
provides eXtra help with basic and advanced skills to disadvantaged students in elementary 
and secondary schools. As a result of this Act, states now hold more than ten million low 
income students to the same high standards set for all other 'students in the state, and hold 
schools accountable for the results. The new law also provides funds for teacher training, and 
strengthened requirements for parental involvement. Under the Clinton Administration, 
investment in Title I has grown by over $ 1 billion. 

• Making Schools Safe, Disciplined and Drug Free. The Clinton Administration passed the 
Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act and successfully fought Republican efforts 
to cut this program, which supports school security, drug prevention and education programs. 

• Expanding Opportunity for Disabled Children. President Clinton signed legislation 
reauthorizing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), strengthening and 
reaffirining our nation's 20-year commitment to disabled children and their parents. 



• 	 Bilingual and Immigrant Education. The President's budget includes major increases in 
bilingual and immigrant education. These increases are specifically protected in the balanced 
budget agreement. 

New Initiatives Already Working to Strengthen Local Schools 

• 	 America Reads. President Clinton launched the America Reads Challenge, a nationwide 
effort to mobilize a citizen army ofa million volunteer tutors to make sure every child can, 
read independently by the end of third grade. The President's Balanced Budget provides for a 
child literacy initiative consistent with these goals. 

• 	 Goals 2000. Goals 2000, President Clinton's education reform initiative enacted in 1994, 
helps States establish standards ofexcellence for all children, and plan and implement steps to 
raise achievement. Communities in every state are using Goals 2000 funds to upgrade 
curriculum, improve teaching, increase parental involvement in school~, and make greater use 
ofcomputers in the classroom. Since Goals 2000 was enacted in 1994, over $1.3 billion has 
been invested in this vital initiative. ' 

• 	 Strengthening the Skills of Classroom Teachers. Under the Clinton Administration, 
funding for the Eisenhower Professional Development has increased by over 25%, 
strengthening the ability of teachers to improve their teaching skills in math, science and 
other core subjects. In addition, the President has called for supporting the work of the 
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards to help certify 100,000 master teachers -­
at least one for every school -- over the next ten years. 

• 	 Expanding school choice and accountability in public education. The President has 
challenged every state to let parents choose the right public school for their children. The 
Clinton Administration is helping teachers, parents and community groups start charter 
schools -- innovative public schools that stay open only as long as they produce results and 
meet the highest standards. The President's proposed budget doubles funding to $100 million 
help start charter schools so that there will be more than 3,000 charter schools at the dawn of 
the 21st century. 

• 	 Expanding Access to Educational Technology 
Brinaina Computers to the Classroom. The President's 1997 Budget Agreement with 
Congress doubles the funding for America's Technology Literacy Challenge, catalyzing 
private-public sector partnerships to put the information age at our'children's fingertips. The 
President is committed to helping communities and the private sector ensure that every 
student is equipped with the computer literacy skills needed for the 21st century. For 1998, 
the budget proposes $425 million, more than doubling the $200 million that Congress 
provided in 1997. 

Linkina Schools and Libraries to the Internet. The Clinton Administration is implementing a 
plan to create an "E-Rate," a discounted education rate for telecommunications services so 
schools and libraries will be able to bring technology into the classroom, set up phone lines 
and access the Internet at a fraction of the cost. The FCC has already approved a plan to 
make discounts worth $2.25 billion annually available to our schools and libraries, with low­



income schools eligible for discounts of up to 90%. 

• 	 Expanding School-To-Work. The Clinton Administration is providing hundreds of 
thousands of students with school-to-career opportunities, where they experience work-based 
learning and gain access to pathways from high school to good jobs and post-secondary 
education. In 1994 and 1995, over 500,000 young people in 1,800 schools throughout the 
nation, as well as 135,000 employers, participated in school-to-work systems that integrate 
academic and vocational instruction and provide work-based learning. 

New Proposals to Improve Student Learning 

• 	 Attracting and Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers. President Clinton has proposed a 5-year 
initiative to a~act nearly 35,000 talented people ofall backgrounds into teaching at low­
income urban and rural schools across the nation, and to.dramatically improve the quality of 
training and preparation given to future teachers. The President's initiative will help recruit 
and prepare teachers nationwide to help our neediest students succeed in the 21 st century. 

• 	 Create 1,000 after-schoolsafe havens in communities aCI'oss the country. The President's 
budg~t calls for extending learning opportunities for children and their families at schools 
across the country, keeping schools open late, on weekends, and in the summer so young 
people will stay off the streets and out of trouble. 

• 	 S(!hool Construction. The Administration will continue its push to help address the serious 
need for renovating and building schools nationwide. 

Widening Access to College and Lifelong Learning 

• 	 The largest Pell Grant increase in 20 years. President Clinton has already increased Pell 
Grants from $2,300 in 1993 to $2,700 in 1997. These grants provide a total of 3.7 million 
low-income students the opportunity to attend college. And he plans to do more. The 
President's Budget Agreement with Congress includes the largest increase in Pell Grants in 
two decades -- a funding boost of25%. The maximum award will reach $3,000, $700 more 
than in 1993. In the 1998 budget alone, nearly 350,000 additional students will receive 
grants. 

• 	 Higher education tax cuts. The balanced budget agreement calls for roughly $35 billion in 
tax cuts to help families pay for college. Congress has enacted the President's $1,500 HOPE 
Scholarship tuition tax credit, to make the first two years of college universally available. 
Students beyond the first two years, or part-time students seeking to improve or acquire job 
skills, can now receive a 20% lifelong learning tax credit for up to $5,000 of tuition and 
required fees through 2002, and $10,000 thereafter. 

• 	 Expanding Educational Opportunity Through Service. The Clinton Administration has 
enabled 70,000 volunteers to earn money for college by serving their communities and their 
country in the AmeriCorps program since the inception of the program. 

September 29, 1991 
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FACT SHEET ON THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 


• 	 'The voluntary national tests will test 4th grade reading and 8th grade math - two 
basic subjects at two critical times in students' academic development. 

. 	 , 

• 	 The tests will be \'oluntary. States and local districts will have the opportunity to 
participate in the tests, but the tests are not mandatory. 

• 	 No federal funds will be withheld if a state or district does not participate. 

• 	 The tests will pro\'ide parents and teachers individual student scores linked to 
national and international standards· information they currently do not have.· 
Parents and teachers will directly receive a score for their child that includes national and 
interrlational comparisons. Students' results will be linked to the standards set by the 
National Assessment ofEducational Progress and results from the 8th grade math test , 
will be linked to the Third International Mathematics and Science Study which involved 
students from 41 countries. 

• 	 The tests will be based on the widely respected National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP). Also known as the "nation's report card," NAEP is used in 43 states. 
The tests will be different from NAEP by providing individual student information; 
NAEP is designed to assess how well the nation and states perform .based on a small 
sample of students. No parents know how their own children do on the NAEP test. 

• 	 Private schools may participate in the tests and home schoolers will have access to 
the tests each year. State and local school districts' usual guidelines toward assessing 
home schooled students apply. Should parents want to use the tests, they will be available 
each year on the Internet after administration. . 

• 	 The tests will be given for the first time in the spring of 1999•. ~ 

• 	 The public, business leaders, and members of the education community support 
voluntary national tests •. A recent Wall Street JoumaiINBC News poll found that 79% 
ofAmericans approved of the President's national testing plan. Also. a Phi Delta 
Kappa/Gallup poll indicated that 77% supported "national standards for measuring the 
academic performance ofschools" and 67% favored "using standardized national tests to 
measure the academic achievement ofstudents." Endorsements; from business leaders 
and education organizations also indicate that these tests will provide something 
Americans value -- high standards for all students. ,-­

For more information, visit our website at http://www.ed.gov/nationaitests/ 

1 	 September 22, 1997 
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• 	 States aDd Cities that have voluDteered to participate. The following states have 
signed on to participate: Alaska., Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, North 
Carolina, and West Virginia. The following large urb8D school districts have also signed 
on: Atlanta, GA; Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL ; Chicago, IL; Cincinnati, OH; 

-net;roit, MI; El Paso, TX; Fresno, CA; Houston, TIC; Long Beach, CA;Los Angeles, CA; 
Ne" York City, NY; Omaha, NE; Philadelphia, PA; San Antonio, TX; and Seattle, WA. 
The Department ofDefense schools will also participate. Together, these states and 
districts make up approximately 20 percent of the students aithe 4th and 8th grade levels. 

I 
! 
I 

i 

*Fresno,.CA 

*Long Beach. CA 
• Los Arigeles, CA 

Chicago, IL* 
Omaha. NE. ' . 

Broward County . 
(Ft Lauderdale), FL 

,I , . 

i 
I 
I 

I 
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VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS 
"' A STRATEGY TO MASTER THE BASICS AND REACH WGH STANDARDS 

. . ~ 

,STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS' OF ACHIEVEMENT AND 
DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR ClDLDREN AND SocmTY. Th~ standards are 
ueeded to help instill the. skills and encouragement for bard work tbatour children need to succeed, 
in school an~ in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students 
should be cxPectect to learn and achieve in the basic subjects ofreading and m8.thematics. 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics - including the foundations of algebra and 
geometry - by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement Research shows that 
students who &il to learn to read English well by the end ofgrade 3 are at greater risk' ofdropping 
oUt and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail 'to master the basics of 
mathematics by the end ofgrade 8 do not have the foundation to take toQgh mathematics and science 
courses in high school which in nun prepare them for college and better jobs. 

While our students hive been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where.we 
'need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP), 40 
percent of our 4th grade students do not ,reach the "basic~ 'achievement, level. In the Third 
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders Score above average 
in ,math and science. However; our 8th graders score below the international average in 
mathematics, and only S percent of U.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10' percent 
internationally. ' ' 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY.NATIONAL TESTS IN 4m GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MATBEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter 
where they live or move in this country. And they have 'the right to know how well their children 
are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this 
information, the U.S. Department ofEducation is prepared to offer every state and sChool district 
the ,opportunity to use voluntary Dational tests of 4th grade reading and, 8th grade mathematics, 
beginning in 1999. ,These rigorous tests will provide,parents,'fortlie first time, scores for individual 
students, measured against widely accepted national and international standards ofexcellence. They 
will give states, local communiti~ teachers and parents,the kind ofaccurate information they need 
to help students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen aca4emic performance. 

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be 
modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and .8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based 
on widely accepted standards developed by pareDts, teachers, reading and math~~cs specialists, 
curriculum spccialists, and researchers. The,NAEP staridardsreflect a national consensuS of what 
Stildents should know and be able to do when they reach these Cntcial stages of leaming. The 
. voluntary Dational tests will be linked toNAEP and, in the case ofmathematics, linked to TIMSS, 
10 that sCores can be compared to Dational and international standards. In a compromise' with the 
Administration, the US Senate bas passed an amendment to give the independent bipartisan National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) authority to make policy decisions.for the voluntary national 
tests as it cumntly does for NAEP. , 

1 September 22, 1997 
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NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS.. Schools and . 
communities are 'already working hard at educational improvement; 'they are committed to parent 

I 

I
,' involvement, getting technOlogy into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher 
i 

in every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to support 
these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fWIy effective 1inleSs parents, schoolS and cOmmunities'are . ,,
aiming It clear, high standards ofachievement That is wby these national tests are already spurring 

a renewed nation~Wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement 

in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are comma together to improve reading. The 

mathematics 'and science commUnity, engineers and business leaders are working to improve 

mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using 

the tests effectively, the U.S. Department ofEducation, the National Science Foundation and others . 

are deVeloping a tOOl chest that includes information for parents and teachers On how to prepare to 

meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve education, and what high standards in 

reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with 

anSwers~ scoring guides, and other Diaterials) Win be released to the public and available on the 

Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can know what is expeCted for students, to reach 

standards ofexcellence. " .. 


TOOLS FORPARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current 

NAEP is designecito assess how well:a sample ofstudents acro~s the entire nation and individual 

states perform in ieading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents , 

know how their own children do on this test. lit conttast, the .vohmtarynational tests will provide 

students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individU4lstudent performance 

to widely accepted national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need 

extra help. These standard measUres ofexcellence will help parents hold schools accOuntable for 

improved performance, help teachers and principals improve curriculum and instruction, and give 

students a guide for charting their own progress. . 
 ,, 

. , , ' . 
, 

! 
DEVELOPMENT AND 'ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS. The voluntary national test i 
'developmentcontract'Wu awarded to a group'led by the American Institutes for Research.! 
Subcontractirig companies include some of the most respected test publishers and, research: 

',' ",organb:arions hi the coUntry.. The N~onal Research Council ofthe National Academy of Sciences
l 

will be. awBided the voluntarY national .testevaIuationcontract. to monitor' and evaluate th~ 
development pioceSs and testing administration. GuidaDce for test development h8s come from the 
most suCcessful mathematics and reading teachers,parents, and loCal and state education, civic and 

• business leaders. . ' , ' ' 

Individual test scores will Mlbe collected. by the federalgovemment; state and local schooJ distric~ 

'Will decide bow to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the 

tests as partoftbeir local testing programs. The voJuntary national testswill~.Pe administered 

in the spring of 1999. '. ! 


For more infortnatio~ ,visit our web site at http://Www.ecs..gov/nationBltestsl 

• f 
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TALKING POINTS FOR SENIOR STAFF ON 
1HE VOLUNTARY NAnONAL TESTs 

1be voluD1ary aatioaaI tests for 4th grade reading in Eqlisb and·adJ grade IIUIIh provide In opportunity for states and , 
Iocalsehool,districIs to pin Ylluable information Ibout dJeir ...... lIC8dCmic achievement and will be 8 motivational ' 
tool to stim~ aationwide interest in ensuring all chUdreu master dJe basics ofreading and lJlathematics. 

I 	 . 

1HE TESTS ARE VQLUNTARY 
• 	 SCates lad local school distric:ts, as well as private schools and die parents ofc::biIdreu schooled at bome. bave 

die opportunity to offer the tests to dleir students begimiing in die spring of 1999, but " is not mandatory. 
• 	 No state or school will be required to give dlese tests as 8 conditiOn ofreceiving federal (undiD&, or for any 

GIber reason imposed by die federal government ' 

1HE TESTS ARE BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED, RIGOROUS STANDARDS 
• 	 The tests will be based on die Widely respected National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP. also 

,known as die Nation's Report Card) ~ is used in 43 states. 
• 	 NAEP's content fi:ameworb and performance standards are widely accepted and were developed with strong 

input froID teachers, curriculum experts, and state education,officials. 
, 	 .', 

PURPOSES FOR 1HE VOLUNTARY NAnONAL TESTS 
• 	 These tests can lIIIprove the odds or .access ror aU StudeDts by arming parents and educators with the 

'knowledge of dleir students' individual achievement,in comparison' to widely respected national and 
internaticinaI standards. ' 
. 	 , 

·Bybigbli&Jmng die importance ofreadingindependently by the Th grade and challenging mathematics by 8th 
stade. die vohmtary national tests will roclII atioD.1 .tieDtioD OD the Deed to lIIIprove bask: and adv.need 
-IIdUs,iD nadiDg and m.them.tkis. This attention will raise awareness that learning to read enableS students' 
to read, to learn in all subjectS and eneourage more students to take math eourses requUed for eollege 
admission and ~uccess in die workplace. 

, 	 ' , 

• 	 By giving parents end teachers individual student scores measured against bigh national and international 
SllDdards.dle voluntary national tests will belp .tand.rds eometo ute. The tests' concrete examples ofthe 
kind of work students in Th grade reading and 8d1 grade math should be able to dowiU belp school refonn 
'permeate to die classroom and bome. 

• 	 Local efforts to lIIIprove CeaehiDa ud _raiDI Ia nadlal and ••them.tIcs to 111gb .tand.rds.re 
energized 1hrough strong indicators like dJe, voluntary national tests. These teSts eontribute to raising the 
saandard ofinstruction for aU students and stimulate greater use ofbigh-quality materials to belp teachers and 

. ' pIRIIlts prepare studeats,well. 
, 	 ' 

• 	 The aational tests will proricle students, pareats, aDd _chen with aceunte'~DdnUable .rorm.tion 
aboat ItadeDt perfo ....nee .cu,arld aplast udoDa. ItUdardi. Congress already receives this 
infOl'lDllion aldie national and Slate levels. but parents and teachers should have access to students' levels of 
achievement on national standards. These tests will give families and schools infOrmation on exactly what 
questions dleir students answered correctly. and what areas need improvement for each student' 

1HE VOLUNTARY NAnONAL TESTS ARE NOT A NAnONAL CURRICULUM 
• 	 The voluntary DItioaaI tests will beJp deteImine I dilld's academic lebievement, but will DOt guide 8 national 

curriculum. 
• 	 'Jlle tests will provide iDfonnadon to pai-ents and teachers about individual students' levels ofachievement. 
• 	 Local education IIUIborities wilJ determine bow to use die results in lbIpiDg dleir own curricula. 
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WIDESPREAD SlJPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NAnONALTESTS 
• 	 The Americ:aa public Slnmglysupports uational SlaDdards and tests in ,the basic skills. They have the coinmon ' 

sense to kDowthat we Deed biIh natioDaJ SlaDdards. A ncRt Wall Street JounallNBC News poll found 
daat "." orAJDericaDs approved orthe Presideat" aatioaal testia& plaa. Also, a Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup 
poD iDdicadecl that 77% supported "DIIionaJ SIaDdards for measuring the academic performance ofschools" and 
67% favored "using ItaDdIrdized nadoaaJ tests to meaSure the academic achievement ofstudents." 

• 	 'Ibis initiative bas bipInisaIl support from stales, business leaders, and educ:ation orsanizations (including the 

National Quunber ofCommen:e. Business Roundtable, National AlliaDce ofBusiness, 240 high-tec:h CEO's, 

Counc:iJ ofauefSUlte Sebool Offic:crs, NatioaaJ Sebool Boards AsSoc:iatiOD; Council ofGreat City Sc:hools, 

NatiOraaJ .Associadon:OfElc:mentary School Principals, Council for Exc:eptional Children, National Education 

Association. Americ:an FederatiOn of Teachers. and the National AsSoc:iation of State Direetori of Special 

Education). ' 


A DECISION TO PREVENT 11IE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCAnON FROM FUNDING THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF 11IE TESTS WOULD PREVENT PARENTS, STUDENTS, AND TEACHERS FROM 

GETTING VALUABLE INFORMAnON 

• 	 . The U.S. House ofR.epmentatives passed H.R. 2264 to deny federal funding to the voluntary national tests. 


,; ,,'; President Clinton bas II8Ied that be will veto any bill denying sUc:b funding.' . 

• ~~'~'-	 Parents and teachers aeedthis information to appropriately judge the progress oCtheir students and the 

-.. 	 effec:tiveuess oftheir school. Students allover the COWltry will benefit from clearly defined and widely ac:c:epted 
national and international standards.' ' 

• 	 After each IdminisCration, the complete reading and ml!ti tests will be plac:ed on the worldwide web to serve 

as instructional tOols for .tcacba's and clearly bigbligbt for parents what skills students should know and be'able 

to do in iIIese basic subject areas. . . 


• 	 States andtOc:a1 school districts emoUing 200" ofAmerica's Th and 8th grade students have already indicated 

1beirintadion to participate in the voluntary aanonal tests; denying funding would take away their opportunity 

to . utilize this .n:sourc:e to assess individual students. as well as state and loc:aI progress mac:bieving high 

lfa,adards. ' 


i; ... 
TEST DEVELOPMENT BY INDEPENDENT BIPARTISAN GROUPS 	 " 
• 	 In a compromise with the Administration, the US Senate has passed an amendment to give the independent i 

,bipartisan National Assessment Goveming Board (NAGB) authority to maJ(e policy deeisions for the voluntary ! 
national tests as it currently does for NAEP. . . : 

• 	 The, voluntary national test development contract was awarded to a fP'OUP led by the American Institutes for; 
R.esearch. SubcontractiDg companies include some of the most .n:spec:ted test publishers and research;' 
organizations in the country. The National R.esearch Council ofthe National Academy of Sc:iences will ~ 
II'IIVII"ded the vohm1ary aationa11at evaluation contraetto monitor and evaluate tbe development process an4 • 
testing adIIiinistration~" , 

, 
11IE mfGRADE TEST COVERS BASIC MATH AS WELL AS 11IEFOUNDAnONS OFGEOMETR.Y~ 
~EBRA, NOT 11IESO-CALLED "WHOLE MATHft, ' 
.• ',,' .'The vohm1ary aationa1 math test will be designed to de(mnine if SCUdents are mastering the basic skills in matf1. 
.-Inaddition, it will also include more cbaUenging material based 011 tough denianding standards iricluding the 

fouDdations ofgeometry and algebra. i 
• 	 International research shows that most other iDdustrializcd aatiODS introduce their students to algebra and 

geometry inlfldes mucb arJ.ier 1ban the United States. , 
,I 

LOCAL EDUCAnON AGENCIES THAT HAVE INDICATED 11IE1R DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE i 


~ , Alaska, KalCUCky. Maryland, Massachusetts. Midligan, North CIfolina. and West Virginia ; 

• 	 The large urban school discricts ofAtIama, GA; Broward County (Ft. LIuderdaIe). FL ; Cbic:ago.lL; Cinc~, . 


QH; Deaoit, Ml; EI.Paso. TIC; FI'IIDO. CA; Houston, TX; Lang Bcacb, CA; Los AngeIes,CA; New York City t 


NY; 0ID.Iha, NE; Jlbiledelpbia; PA; SaD Antonio, ~ and Seattle. W~ : 

• 	 The Department of Defense schools , 
• 	 Together. these make up approximately 20 perunt ofall 4th and 8th grade students. 

For more informatioo. visit our web site at bap:lIwww.ed.govlDationaltestsl September 22.1997 
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SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NAll~NAL TESTS 

The AmericaD PabUe Sapports Bigh NatioDal StaDdards 

Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based on rigorous nationaJ standards 

DO matter where they live in this country. ., 


A recent Wall Steel JoumallNBC News poll found that 790" ofAmericans approved ofthe 
President's voluntarynationaJ testing plan. A Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll also indicated that 
67% favor using standardized uatlonal tests to measure the achievement ofstudents and 77% 
favor national standards for measuring the academic performance ofour Schools. 

Educaton Sapport CODtiDued DevelopmeDt orVoluDtary NatioDal Tests 

"Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no individual student test of reading or 
:mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other states and 
in other nations. They need#st results indicating whether their achievement is competitive with 
other students around the world. In short, students and families want to know what level of 
I~g is required to reach the high standards necessary as we enter the 2 I st century." 
'Letter signed by the fqllowmg: '. 

American Federation ofTeachers Council for Exceptional Children 
Council for Chief State School Officers Council ofthe Great City Schools 
National Education Association National School Boards Association 
National Association ofElementary School Principals 
~ational Association ofState Directors ofSpecial Education 

"For those states opting to participate in the program, it offers 811 unprecedented opportunity for 
individual students to compare their abilities with other students from across the nation ... We 
believe the states should be afforded the opPortunity to decide for themselves whether to take part 
in these national assessments." 

IJrenda Lilienthal Welburn, Executive Director ofthe National.Association of State 
Boards ofEducation ' 

"A voluntary national test would give·teachers and·parents the ability to measure their students 
and children ag8mst high national standards. Currently, there is no individual student test of 
reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her Work with students in other ' 
states and in other nations." , 

GeraldD.Morris 

Director ofLegislation, American Federation ofTeachers 


,Bumen eommaalty Sapport ror the Volaatary Natioul Tests 
, ' , 

"The proposed standards and tests will 'help provide parents, students, edUcators and policy" 
'makers with the information they need to ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed in the 
2 I st century world and workplace." 

Edwin Lupberger, U.S. Chamber ofCommerce Executive Committee 
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"1bere is certainJy a place for legitimate discussion over details...But these and other arguments 
·should not weaken or overshadow our commitment to raising academic standards and assessing 
student performance. Without a natioOal assessment, raising academic standards wi)) be, at best, 
an amorphous goal." . 

. Jim Orr, CEO, UNUM Corporation, Chairman ofthe National Alliance ofBusiness 

MJbe Alliance believes these voluntary festscOuld be used by state and local school districts to ; 
measUre the progress ofAmerican students in these core subjects. The Alliance recently surveyed i 
its members on this issue lind an overwhelming number supported the initiative to develop the : 
voluntary nmonal tests." . ; 

National Alliance ofBusiness 

"As the CEO ofa company that does business in every state in the'union and 70 countries i 

worldwide, voluntary national tests that give individual student scores make sense. Here's why. ' 
. When prospective employees apply for a job, employers hold them to the same.standard,no 

matter where they went to school. In our global economy where employers are competing on a 
worldwide basis, the quantitatiye and cOmmunicationS skills needed for a particular job are not 
unique to Delaware or Texas or California." 

John A. Krol, Dupont President and CEO and .' . 
Cbairmanofthe Business Roundtable Education Task Force 

"President Clinton's national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted 
national benchmarks in reading and math agaiDst which states, schoo1 districts and parents can 
judge student performance." . 

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, N~pe Communications, and 
L. John Doerr, Partner in the finn ofKleiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers 
on behalf 0(240 technOlogy industry leaders 

Editorial Support r~r the Voluntary National Tests ! ' 
I 

"Yes on Tests.•.The results ofthe new tests would be available f~r individual students, classes~ 
schools and school districts, rather than expressed in broad national or'regional terms. The idea is 
that, yes, they might then become instruments for cluinge,·but not dictated from above. Rather, 
parents and otbers'VOuld Use.them as a standard for comparisollt and for demandmg, i 
improvement on the' ~und, at the local level...The danger is not that the federal' govemrilent ,is 
going to take over the nation's schools. The danger rather is that poor performanCe WillcontiJ)ue 
to be tolerated and obscured." . ' 

The Washington Post 
, 

"Put Schools to the Test.•American children won't notice, but the public schools they returri to 
this fall lack something important: a reliable, uniform means ofassessing howwell they're doing 
their job, ' Erasing that lack is what President Clinton has in mind when he call for national ; 
test$•••For the sake ofAmerica's· students, the political and philosophical hurdles have to be! 
cleared. Reliable national 'tests won't in themSelves rebuild public education, but they 're ~ 
~portant foundation stone." . ', . 

The Christian Science Monitor 

.For more information. visit our website at bUp:lIwww.ed.govlDatioDaltcstsl September 6, 1997 2 
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CURRENT PARTICIPANTS IN THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 

4TH GRADE READING AND. 8TH GRADE MATHEMATICS 


STATES 

Alaska 

Kentucky 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

North Carolina 

West Virginia· 


LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Atlanta, GA 

Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL 

Chicago,IL 

Cincinnati, OH '. 


Detroit, MI 

EI Paso, TX 

Fresno, CA 

Houston, TX 

Long Beach, CA· 

Los Angeles, CA 

New York City, NY 

Omclha, NE 

Philadelphia, PA 

San Antonio, TX 

Seattle, W A . 


The Department of Defense schools will also participate. 

Together, these states and school districts represent 20% of all 4th and 8th graders . 

. For more, irif'ormation, visit our web site'at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/ 

August 29, 1997 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION NI=WS 

FOR RELEASE 'Contact: Erica Lepping, 401·2571 

September 16, 1997 'Melinda Malico, 401·1008 


STATEMENT BY U. S. SECRETARY OF EDUCATION RICHARD W. RILEY 
Oa tbe U. S. Boue ofRepreseatatives' actioD OD voluntary national tests 

I regret that the U. S. House ofRepresc:ntatives has voted to halt funding for voluntary 

DStional tests. It was a vote ag,;nst empowering parents and teachers with the 

information they need to prepare students for success in the 21st century. ' 


Voluntary DStional tests in 4th-grade reading and 8th-grade math would help American 
students to master the basics once and for Ill. They would measure studentperfonnance 
against national and even international standards ofexcellence, giving teachers an .. 
importaDt.new tool for raising achievement and giving parents a reliable way to know 
how well their children are doing in school. 

The House action would undermine accountability and deny states and school districts 

the right to decide for themselves about these tests. Already, states and districts that 

serve 20 percent of the nation's children have chosen to offer the u:sts. The HoUse of 

Representatives would forbid them from doing so. 


The House's decision today stands in sharp CODttast to the overwhelming 87.. 13 vote in 
. the U. S. Senate last week to Illow the tests to proceed. The Senate approved a plan to 
have an independent, bipartisan boud-the National Assessment Qovemmg Board 
(NAGB)- develop and oversee the tests. I have supported that bipartisan plan. But the 
House of Representatives did not vote today on NAGB. I wge conferees to join together 
behind this bipartisan approach and give America's children the chance to reach for high 
scaodards oflearning. 



THE WHITE BOUSE 


Office or the ~ress Secretary' 


for Immediate Release Septem ber 16, 1997 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

1 am disappointed that the House ofRepresentatives voted tonight to block my proposal 
for voluntary national tests in the basic skills. Thes~ tests will help raise expectations for our· 
srudents. provide dear standards ofachievement in 4th grade reading and 8th Brade math. and 
give parents the tools they need to measure the progress their children are making. They will help 
our students learn and our schools continue to improve. 

. Yet the House ofRepresentatives tonight cast a vote for the status quo Ind against better 
. schools. The same old forces that have resisted education refonn over the past decade came 
together £0 defeat hish national standards in the basics. They have voted against a plan to 
improve our schools by nlising standards. empowering parents and increasing accountability. 

The House vote IS unacceptable, and it win not stand. Last week. by a bipartisan vote of 
17-13. the Senate endorsed my plan for voluntary national tests to help students master the basics, 
and embraced my proposal to place them under the control of the independent~ bipanisan National 
Assessment Governing Board. My Administration will work hard to make sure that the fmal 
legislation reflects the bipanisan suppon of the Senate and the broad suppon of the American 
people.' . 

. -30-30·30. 
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'. :;G,inton Threatens Veto in Fight to Preserve Education Proposals 
• _.1 ~ .. " B, JAMES BENNET guat education, and give It Instead to A veto of the spending bill, one of The day after he dropped his 

SAN CARLOS, Calif., Sept. 20 ­
, Setting himself on a collision course 

'. with the Republican Congress. Presl· 
dent Clinton 'VOwed today to veto a 
mammoth spending bUlII It Contains 

!. amendments blocking his national 
. school standards and testing plan 'or 
channeling money away from his 
other cherished Federal education 
programs. 

The House has passed an amend·' 
··ment to stOP.,the school testing pro­
gram. while tfie Senate has voted to 
take money away from many Fed· 
eral education programs, like bllln­

school boards In block grants. 
"If either one of these provisions 

makes It Into the final bill, I will have 
to veto 11," Mr. Clinton warned this 
morning at a school· appearance 

. here. Mr. Clinton also threatened to 
veto the bill during his weekly radio 
address this morning. 

The House and Senate must now 
negotiate with each other over 
whether either or both of the amend­
ments shOuld survive as part of the 
$279 billion spending bill for the de· 
partments of Education, Labor, and 
Health and Human Services. 

13 that pay to run the Government. 
would also block financing for anum· 
ber of the President's favorite Inltla· 
lives, Including scholarships to help 
pay for the first two years of college. 
Further, It would resurrect the spec­
ter of gridlock In WashIngton. 

But, pointing to polls that show the 
PresIdent's approval at an ali-time 
hIgh and 'initlonal education stand­
ards as an overwhelmingly popular 
Issue. White House aides expressed 
confidence that Mr. Clinton would 
win such a fight. Indeed. they seem to 
be spoiling for one. 

daughter, Chelsea. at Stanford Uni­
versity In Palo Alto, Calif., Mr. Clln· 
ton turned hIs attention today both to 
crusading for hIs education goals and 
to raIsing money for the Democrats. 
He planned to raise almost $1 million 
at three San Francisco fund-raIsers. 

This morning, Mr. Clinton ap­
peared visited a so-called charter 
school here to hIghlight $40 million In 
new Federal grants for such experl· 
mental Institutions, which are freed 
from many public school regulations 
In exchange for creating a charter, 
or contract, that lays out how the 

,........ :......('....... .. .. 

21,1991 

school will operate. Mr. Clinton 
warned that the Senate change to the 
finance bill "would abolish very spe­
cific and highly successful education 
programs, like the charier schools." 

After amicable talks on the out­
Unes of a balanced~budget deal, Mr. 
Clinton's education standards plan Is 
emerging as the first devil In the 
details of this year's budget. Mr. 
Clinton Is asking for a relative pit· 
tance, $16 million, to develop tests 
that would be measured against new, 
voluntary reading and math stand­
ards. But a House coalition of conser­
vative Republicans and liberal Dem­
ocrats has staked out Its opposition. 

On Friday, a Wal1 Street Journal! 
NBC News poll found that 62 percent 
of Americans, the highest proportion 

In that survey to date, approved of 
the Job Mr. Clinton was doing. It also 
found that 79 percent approved of his 
national testing plan. 

With his popularity high, Mr. Clin­
ton has kept raising money for the 
Democrats despite the Investiga­
tions Into his finance practices. To­
day In Sa.n FranciSCO, he planned to 
raise $300,000 at a lunch with 70 
guests. $600,000 at a dinner with 30 
guests and $50,000 at a reception with 
400 less wealthy donors. 

Aides said the dinner was organ­
Ized In part by John Doerr, a venture 
capitalist and one of a group of Sill, 
con Valley millionaires whose policy 
Input and political support Vice Pres­
Ident AI Gore has been aggressively 
soliCiting In rec~nt months. 



CURRENT PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES 
FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

You will be notified regularly of updates and changes in documents available. 

NATIONAL TEST DOC FILENAME 

" 

AUDIENCE LAST 
UPDATED 

Fact sheet ntfact.doc 9122/97 

Two pager -- hill nt2pgh.doc . 9/22197 

Q&A ntqa.doc in 
development 

Talking Points - senior staff nttkptss.doc 9122/97 

Purpose ntpurp.doc 912197 

Support w/press quotes ntsuppr .doc 9122/97 

Current Participants . ntcurpart.doc 8129/97 

Additional documents 
available 

" 

Support w/Senators quotes ntsuph.doc 915197 

Resources to states ntresrst.doc 9/15197 

Resources to cities ntresrc.doc 7/25197 

NAGB definition ntnagb.doc 
-... 9/8/97 

NAGB members (S. 1061) nBgbmem.doc . 9/12/97 

CEO's Support List ntceo.doc 4/2/97 

Kids' Quotes CNN ntkidsq.doc 9/8/97 

Test Development & Admin. nttdao.doc 7123/97 
.~-; 
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Why Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics 

1. Wby voluntary national tests? 

Today's students will be entering a highly ciompetitive workforce that will demand greater knowledge and 
skills. Key to gaining the needed knowledge and skills is to have a sound foundation in reading and 
mathematics. The vohmtary national tests will focus sustained national attention on the need to improve 
basic and advanced skills in reading and mathematics. 

The tests wiIJ be catalys{for mobilizing the efforts ofparents, teachers, businesses, and communities to 
help all students achieve to higher academic standards. The tests will provide measures of a student's 
achievement against rigorous national and international standards. After the test is given, aU of the items 
on the test will be made publicly available on the'Internet so that parents, teachers. students, and the public 
can see what is being asked of students and where we need to improve. We hope that these items will be 
published widely and discussed around the kitchen tables across the country. All students will have their 
answers returned so parents. teachers and students can see and review theft performance . 

. 2. Why 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics? 

These are two critical points in a child's teaming. By 4th gade. students need to have mastered basic 
reading skills in order to begin to learn other subjects. Reading is an essential skill in leaming geography. 
history. science and mathematics. Students who are not able to read independently by the end ofthird 
grade have difficulty Jeaming other subjects and are very likely to have academic difficulties. By 8th 
grade, students need to have mastered challenging mathematics to be prepared to take advanced . 
mathematics courses necessary to be admitted to college and to be successful in the workplace. 

3. How will the volu.ntary national tests improve the academic performance of students? 

We test students in order to learn how they are doing and what we need to do to improve their 
. performance. The national tests are part of it national campaign to energize local efforts for improving 
teacbing and learning in reading and mathematics. This effort includes support from businesses. volunteer 
organizations, parent groups. community organizations. and educators. The test results can motivate 
students, teachers, and parents to examine what they can do better to help a child be able to read 
independently by 3rd grade or learn challeIiging mathematics in 8th grade. The voluntary national tests 
can encourage teachers, parents. and principals to raise the standard of instruction for all students. 

4. What is the relationship of the volu.ntary national tests to .NAEP?· 

NAEP (National Assessment ofBducational Progress) monitors the academic perfonnance of students in 
the nation and has existed for over twenty·five years. The NAEP test is given to a national sample of 
, students in a range of academic subjects (mathematics. reading, science, geography. history). The' 
voluntary national tests will be individual student tests with results given to the student and the student's 
parents and teacher. The tests are desisned from the frameworks ofthe NAEP assessments in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade mathematics. These frameworks have been developed through a broad national 
consensus process. The voluntaIy national tests will provide a measure ofstudent performance against 
national standards in reading and mathematics as well as against international standards in mathematics. 
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s~ Is there public interest in 'the voluntary national tests? 

A recent Wall Street Jouma1lNBC News poll found that an overwhelming 19% ·of Americans approved of 
national testing. Also .• a Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll indicated that 77% supported "national standards for 
measuring the academic performance of schools" and 67% favored "using standardized national tests to 
measure the academic achievement ofstudents." The voluntary national tests have been endorsed by many 
leading education groups including teachers, principals. state school officials and school boards. States 
and school districts with over 20 percent ofthe fourth and eighth graders in the nation have already 
committed to using the voluntary national tests. . 

6. Will funding be tied to state use ofthe national tesh? 

No state will be required to use these testS as a condition of receiving federal funding. 

7. Will these tests lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons? 

The national tests will provide results ofstudent performance in reading and mathematics against rigorous 
. national standards. These are the kinds oftest results that a.llow for meaningful comparisons. The results 
of the national tests. will go to patents, teachers and students to help them understand how students are 
performing against rigorous national standards. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of low expectations 
that keepS so many young people from achieving their full potential. We should not be willing to tolerate 
low standards for any group of students. If we can brea.kfree from the tyranny of low expectations. we can 
help all students reach higher standards ofperformance. We should not presume that any student, no 
matter where he or she lives or goes to school, will do well or poorly on these tests. The tests can give all 

. students a chance to measure themselves againSt demanding standards and then focus on the areas that 
need improvement. 

. . . 

8. Will the voluntary national tests lead to a national curriculum? 

The President and Secretazy ofEducation are opposed to a national curriculum. As a former Governor. the 
President believes that education is a state responsibility and a local function. . 

Providing a voluntary reading test in 4th grade and a voluntary mathematics test.in 8th grade will not 
create a national curriculum. Parents, teachers, schools and states will decide what should be the 
curriculum in reading and mathematics and how reading and mathematics should be taught. The voluntary 
national tests will equip local districts with infonnaIion and strengthen local equcation by focusing 
attention on the need to improve the performance ofstudents in these two basic skiUs - reading and 
mathematics. 
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9. What is being done to ensure that the test is free of etbnic:, gender, socioeconomic, cultural or 
regional bias? 

. 'Item development will follow a rigorous process of item writing, internal review, fairness panel review. 
and pilot testing to produce high quality items which are free ofethnic. gender. socioeconomic, cultural, or 
regional bias. 

The following steps will be taken to avoid ilems that would disadvantage a group because of differences in 
. culture or familiarity: 1) item writers will follow specific guidelines for avoiding various types of item bias, 
after which the items will undergo internal review by the test publishers; 2) an external fairness committee 
will review items. Members ofthis committee will represent diverse geographic, ethnic. and gender 
groups. Edits and revisions of items will be made following the fairness panel review; and 3) items Will be 
pilot tested, or tried out, with a diverse sample ofstudents. After pilot testing, statistical analyses will be 
performed to further detennine whether items are biased. 

10. What will the voluntary national tests provide that existing. tests don't already provide? 

The voluntaIy national tests will provide information about how individual students are doing in 
comparison to national standards for what aU students should know and be able to do in the basic ski1l 
areas of fourth grade reading and eighth grade mathematics. Many existing tests provide infonnation 
about how a student does compared to other students in the United States, but this doesn't tell parents 
whether their children know enough compared to standards that define what students should know. 
What's more, because the "norms" for these tests are not recalculated often enough, we have the so-called 
"Lake Wobegon effect" where almoSt aU students come to be "above average!' Thus. parents don't have 
an accurate picture of how their children are doing. even compared to other students. 

Existing state tests often report students' scores against state standards, but parents don't know how those 
standards compare with the standards in other states. As a result, parents still wonder how well their 
children are really doing. 

The voluntary national test in eighth grade mathematics will also provide information about how srudents 
score relative to students in other countries. No other test can tell parents, teachers, and students how an 
indi vidual srudent compares with other students across the country and around the world.. 

. 11. Why is a bilingual versiOD of the math test beiDg offered, but tbe reading test is only being 
given iD English? . 

The math test will be offered as abilingual test (English on one page and Spanish on the other) because 
the purpose of the test is to assess students' math skills, not their English skills. There are many children 
at the 8th grade level who have limited English proficiency but who can learn advanced math and shouJd 
be asked to show what math they know. We are providing a bilingual math test in Spanish and English 
because Spanish is the most common language other than English among students. The reading test will 
only be given in English because developing the . 

ability to read in English is a basic skill that every child has to haveto succeed in American schools and 
soCiety. A bilingual test would not measure a student's English competency_ 
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12. Will non-public schools and home schoolen be able to participate? 

Yes. Independent and private schools will be able to participate in the same way states and districts will. 
Non-public schools will have to show that they comply with non-discrimination statutes in enrollment 
and ensure that all 4th grade students and/or 8th grade students participate. 

After the tests.are administered each year, they will be available on the Internet, along with scoring 
. guides and other materials as a tool for parents and teachers. Home schoolers may choose to offer the 
tests to their children and will be able to see how they perfonn compared to national and international 
standards. In states and districts which offer the tests, education agencies will continue to have whatever 
authority they have on their state requirements for standardized tests. Parents should contact their local 
district or stilte department of education to fInd out if the district or state is participating in the tests. 

13~ May the DatioDal tests be used by the States, iD part, as the assessments required under Title I 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act? 

Yes. Title I requires a State to use challenging content and student performance standards developed for 
aU students under the Goals 2000: Educate America Act or under another process or, absent such 
standards for all stUdents, to develop for children served under Title I chal1enging content and student 
performance standards that reflect the State's expectations for aU children. The State must also develop 
or adopt assessments aligned with these standards.· Thus, ifa State determines that the national tests are 
aligned with the State's standards. these tests may be used for Title I purposes. Because the national 
tests will be based on the content frameworks ofthe National Assessment ofEducational Progress, they 
will reflect a national consensus among educators, testing experts, and other leaders on what.children 
should know and be able to do in reading English at the 4th grade level and in mathematics at the 8th 
grade level. We therefore expect that the tests generally wilJ be aligned with most, ifnot all, States' 
efforts to develop challenging content and perfonnance standards in these subjects at the indicated grade 
levels. Moreover. the national tests will be developed according to the highest professional and technical 
standards; will be administered with accommodations for children witit disabilities and limited EngHsh 
proficient children; will yield scores at three levels ofperformance; and will permit scores to be 
disaggregated in accordance with Title I provisions. The national tests thus can be an important resource . 

. to states in carrying out Title I's vital goal ofholding students who participate in Title I to the same high 
staildards expected of a1 students. 
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E X E CUT I V E OFF ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

06-0ct-1997 05:23pm 

TO: (See Below) 

FROM: Sara_Napierala 

SUBJECT: q and a w/ NAGB and edits 

Attached is the updated version of the nat tests q/a I sent earlier. 
It has a NAGB question (14) and a few minor edits. Any other edits 
are welcome tomorrow too. Below is the added question (for White 
House people). 

Sara 

14. What role will the National Assessment Governing Board play in 
developing the voluntary national tests? 

,The Administration and the Senate have worked together to draft 
legislation to give the bipartisan National Assessment Governing Board 
(NAGB) the same responsibilities that they have currently with NAEP. 
This legislation is currently'being negotiated in Conference Committee 
between the House and the Senate.' Under this plan, NAGB will be 
responsible for making policy decisions, overseeing test development 
and for developing the guidelines for test administration and 
reporting results. This will include developing guidelines for 
including students with disabilities and students with limited English 
proficiency in the tests and for testing accommodations to increase 
the participation of these students in the tests. In addition, NAGB 
will be responsible for making sure that there is no bias in the 
tests, and they will have the final authority for the,items included 
in the tests. 
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TEST 
)
,DEVELOPMENT, ADMINISTRATION, AND OUTREACH 

DEVELOPMENT 
The Voluntary National Tests will be based on the framework of the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), commonly referred to as the nation's report card. The NAEP reading and math tests are based on widely 
accepted content standards developed by local teachers, reading and math specialists, parents and researchers that 
reflect a national consensus on what students should know and be able to do when they reach the 4th grade in reading 
and 8th grade in mathematics. Although the new tests will be based on NAEP, NAEP is an assessment of a random 
sampling ofstudents which gives an indication of how states and the nation are achieving, whereas the voluntary 
tests will produce individual student scores -- critical information parents and teachers do not currently have through 
the NAEP program. The voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case ofmathematics, linked to 
the Third International Mathematics and Science Study, providing national and international comparisons. The 
Department supports the Senate bill that would authorize the bipartisan National Assessment Governing Board to 
set policy for the tests as they do for NAEP. 

The U.S. Department of Education contracted with the Council of Chief State School Officers and MPR Inc., an 

educational consulting frrm, to establish four committees to develop blueprints for the ~ests based on NAEP. The 

committees are the National Test Panel, Technical Advisory Group, Reading Committee, and Math Committee. 

The committee members are expert teachers, administrators, parents, policy makers, and business and community 

leaders. All of their meetings were open to the public, their reports and the meeting transcripts are available on the 

Internet. . 


The U.S. Department of Education has contracted with the American Institutes ofResearch to lead a group of 
education research frrms and test publishers to develop the tests based on the guidelines created by the committees. 
The contractor has convened a set ofadvisory panels for reading and mathematics for test development. After 1999, 
new tests will be available each year, keeping the content of the tests current. Sample tests will be available in 1998 
for students, parents, and teachers to help prepare for the first administration in 1999. 

ADMINISTRATION 
, Test companies will be awarded contracts by the U.S. Department ofEducatlon to offer the tests to states, districts, 
and private schools. These companies will be responsible for printing the tests, distributing them to schools, training 
the test administrators, scoring the tests and reporting the results to states and districts. The companies may wish to 
offer the tests as part of their own testing packages. 

After the tests are administered, the tests, answers, scoring guides and other supporting material will be released to 

parents, teachers, the education community, and the general public on the Internet. 


The costs to administer, score, and report the results of the tests will be comparable to those for other tests that states 
and local districts use. Based on other comparable tests, we estimate this cost to be $10 - $12 per student. The 
President's 1999 budget will include funding to reimburse the testing companies that will work with states and 

. school districts to administer the tests in 1999 and funding will possibly be included in subsequent years. 

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
A series of public hearings and meetings have been held to discuss strategies for improving reading and mathematics 
education for all children and how the tests will provide important new information to assist students, parents, and 
teachers meet this challenge . 

. The reading and math committees held public hearings on issues particular to each of the tests where the general 
public had the opportunity to testify or submit written testimony. Parents, teachers, administrators, as well as 
community and business leaders attended these hearings. . 

In addition to public meetings, other publications such as supplemental materials and sample tests will provide 

schools, teachers, parents and students the opportunity to participate in this challenge to help raise standards for all 

students. 


For more information, please visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests. October 16, ·1997 

http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests
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. Talking Points on Agreement on National Tests 
November 7,1997 

• 	 This is a win-win ag~eemeilt -- a genuine bipartisan victory for high standards. 

• 	 The agreement allows continued, .timely development of new national tests in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade math, as called for by the President in his State of the Union 
Address. As provided for by the Senate, control·of test policies and development will be ... 
transferred to the National Assessment Governing Board(NAGB). 

• 	 At the same time, the National Academy of Sciences, in consultation with NGA, NCSL,· 
and NAG~, willsttidy how tests already ~eveloped by commercial publishers and states 
may be used to measure individual student performance against existing, challenging 
national content and performance standards, and against each other. In addition, the 
Academy ~ill study the technical quality and other aspects of test item development, as 
well as issues of test bias and test l;lse.· . 

• . 	 . The Academy will be asked to make an interim report by ·June 15', 1998 with a fin~l report 
submitted by September 1. Further development oftne nationaltests is nmdependent on 
th~findings of the NASstudY. NAGB can go forward with test development activities 

. leading up to pilot testing right now. ' Pilot testing is postponed uritil after· September 30, 
1998, but does not depend on the completion or findings of the National Academy study. 
This timeli~e represents a.delay ofa few months;~ut it's one we can live with. 

• 	 The agreement allows for test development in FY 98, and pilot testing after. September 30. 
It drops the general prohibition on national tests that the Administration threatened to 
veto, and does not include any requirement for congressional authorization to proceed 
with national tests. 

• 	 As a result of this agreement, we are now on the road to high national standards, and to 
measuring whether these standards are being met. Wewill finally have high expectations 
for all our students and real accountability for all our schools. .. . . 

. ... 



VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS AGREEMENT . 
ALLOWS TEST DEVELOPMENT TO MOVE FORWARD 

Asa result of the national testing provisions in the FY 1998 Labor-HHS-Education 
. , Appropriations Bill enactedNovem~er 7, 1997, work to develop voluntary national tests in 4th 

. grade reading and 8th grade math \\Iill move forward under the direction of the bipartisan, 
independent National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB). 

Tests'to Be Developed by,the.National Assessment GoverningBoard). The legislation places 
the bipartisan, independent National AssessmehtGoverning Board (NAGB) in complete control 
offuither work in developing the voluntary national tests. NAGB will review and modifY, if 

. necessary, the contract to develop the tests. It will also review, modifY if necessary, and approve 
the test specifications. . 

Under NAGB's Control, Work Will Proceed in Key Areas of Test Development. Thetest 
development contractor will: 

• 	 Research the needs of students, parents and teachers. The test development contractor 
will conduct research on how to best present test questions and interview students, parents 
and teachers to gain understanding of and report test results for clarity and usefulness .. 

• 	 Write the test items. The test development contractor is responsible for writing test items 
according to specifications for the voluntary national tests approved by the National 
Assessment Gov~rning Board.· . 

• 	 Convene advisory committees. Advisory 'panels in reading and math will review test items 
and provide feedback on a range of issues such as test reporting, test use and· 

.. accommodations. A technical advisory gro~p will also be convened. 

• 	 Plan the pilot tests. The purposes of the pilot tests are to. try-out test items and collect 
item statistics. The first pilot tests are scheduled to occur in the fall of 1998. Prior to the 
pilot'.s administration, the contractor is responsible for identifYing the sample pf schools 
and: students needed, recruiting schools to participate, and training staff to administer the 
pilot .'. 

• . 	 Prepare for the field tests. The purposes of the field tests are to 'collect data for e.quating 
the test forms and linking the voluntary national tests to the national standards of the . 
National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP) and benchmarks from'Third . 
International Math and. Science Study (TIMSS). The first field tests will be conducted in 
the Spring of 1999. In preparation for the field test, the contractor is responsible rO'r 
organizing a nationally representative sample of students, recruiting schools, and planning 
studies for linking the voluntary nationattests to NAEP and TIMSS. 

'. 



- Develop guidelines for accommodations, appropriate test uSe. and'test reporting", Each of' ' 
these guideli~es:will be created thr.ough a public input process. and in accordance with 
nationally accepted standards, , ; 

-Create informational materials. Brochures and a web site will be created by the contractor 
to inform state education agencies and local school districts, as well as parents, teachers 
and students about the voluntary nation81 tests. 

National Academy of Sciences, to Conduct Research Studies. ~he National Academy of 
Sciences will study the feasibility of comparing student achievement on commercial and state tests 
with each other and with NAEP. The Academy will also study with the technical quality, validty, 
reliability, design and racial, cultural,or gender bias of test items, Finally, the Academy will 
recommend appropariate safefuards to ensure that tests are not used in a discriminatory or 

" inapprorpriate manner. '. ' 
November 7, 1997 
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. KEY POINTS FROM LABOR-DDS-EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS 
CONFERENCE REPORT ON NATIONAL TESTING 

The conferees and the Administration agree that it is important to have high, voluntary 

national standards in the basic skills of reading and math, to measure whether students are 

meeting these standards, and to provide that information to students, parents and teachers. The 

Administration has proposed voluntary national tests,in orde~ to measure student achievement 

related'to national standards. However, every state already administers a number of tests, and 

many are concerned that an additional, national, test would be an unnecessary burden. 


To address this concern, the conference agreement (sec. 305-311) states that the National 
Academy of Sciences will be commissioned to. conduct a study of the feasibility of equating 
eXisting' state and commercially available tests witheach other and with the National Assessment 
ofEducational. Progress. The pu'rpose of this study is to determine whether it will be possible to 
use existing tests administered by states and local' schooi districts to compare individual student 
performance with existing, challenging national content and performance standards. The purpose 
is also to determine if the same tests can be used to compare the performance of students in 
different states and communities; on different tests, to each other. The NAS shall report the 
results of this study to the Congress no hiter than June 15, 1998, and a final report no later than 

. . Septemqer 1, 1998. . . , 
. . 

. TheNAS will conduct this studyin'consul!ation with the National Governors' Association 
(NGA), the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), NAGB, the Congress and the 
White House. While the NAS study is being conducted, NAGB'will have exclusive authority over 
contract RJ97153001,as stated in this Act, which wiil be based on the same content and· 
performance standards as are used for NAEP, arid which are linked to NAEP to the maximum 
extent possibl~. . . 

The conference agreementfurther provides that the National Academy of Sciences shall 
submit a written report by September 1, 1998 to the Committee on Education 'and Workforce in 
the House ofRepresentatives, the Committee on Labor and Human Resources in the Senate, and 
the House and Senate Appropriations Committees that evaluates the technical quality, validity and 
reliability of developed test items on national 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics tests; 
evaluates whether test items are free from racial, cultural, or gender bias; evaluates whether test 
items address the needs'ofdisadvantaged, limited English proficient and disabled students; and 
evaluate~ whether the test items can be used for tracking, graduation or promotion of students.. 

The conferees intend that the National Assessment Governing Board shall hold public 
hearings on these test development activities and on the recommendations submitted by the . " 
National Academy of Sciences. The National' Assessment Governing Board shall ensure that :such .. 
hearings are widely publicized, and. that activities conducted to publicize such hearings 
communicate effectively with the broad diverse populations that may be affected by such tests. 



The Administration and the authorizing Committees of the U.S. Congress will work together to 
incorporate the findings from the NAS study irito the reauthorization ofNAEP andNAGB. The 
conferees understand that the Administration, agrees that, where.it is feasible and practical to ' 
validly and reliably equate test scores and link performance levels on State assessments and 
commercially available standardized tests with the National Assessment ofEducation Progress, 

- then theselests may serve the same purpose as the proposed national test. To the extent that NAS 
study demonstrates ways in which existing tests can be equated with each other and with NAEI\ 
or ways in which 'existing tests can be modified in order to facilitate such equating,' the 
Administration and the House Committee on Education and the Workforce intend to work 
together to implement these recommendations through the reauthorization ofNAEP. 

http:where.it
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THE WIDTE HOUSE 


Offiee.ofthe·Press Secretary, 


For Immediate Release November 7, 1997 

STATEMENT BY mE PRESIDENT ON EDU~ATION STANDARDS' 

, Legislation passed by the .HouseofRepresentatives this evening provides an impressive 
victory for American education. It moves us down the road to high national standards and 
voluntary national tests in the basic skills, and it invests in providing our country with better 
scho~ls and increased educational opportunities. " . 

,I am very pleased tha.t we have reached an agreement on one o{my top priorities for this' 
year and for my Presidency: making sure that America;s school chil,dren can master the basics and 
achieve higher academic standards. America's parents, teachers, and principals can now be sure 
that we ate going to hold children's educational skills up to the same high standard whether they 
live in Michigan, Maine, or.Montana. , ',' 

. . . , . 

The educational agenda I have established for the nation - from high standards and test~g, 


to making aCollege education possible for every young Ameri~ _. is designed to give out 

children the tools they need to succeed in a changing global eqOnoIriy., Today's agreement fu1fi11s 

a critical part ofthat agenda, and I appreciate that politics indeed stopped at the schoolhouse 

door. 


The'Labor·HHS-Education Appropriations' bill. which includes the agreement on national '. 
" ~ 

q, 

standards and tests~ also helps meet our na.tional commitment to expand educational opportuIlities 
, for all students. It provides a $1.5 billion increase in Pell grants to help an additiona1210,000 
young people attend college, and increases the maximum Pellgrant to $3,000. the hi~est level in 
history. Sp,ecial education funding is increased by $809 million, funding for technology for our . 
schools is almost doubled, and there is $7.4 billion to help our most disadvantages students Plaster 
the basic skills. ,Opals 2000 is funded at $491 million, to continue'to support school reform in' , ' 
every state, and funding for after-school programs is increased from $1 million to S40million. 

I ~ al~o pleased to see' the House pass bipartisan charter schoollegislation to promote ' 
choice and accountability in the public schools and help achieve my goal of3.000 charter schools. :' :' 

-30-30-30· 




Questions and Answers on Agreement on National Tests· 
November 7,1997 

Q: . Earlier the Administration had indicated the President would veto this bill if it' 
required further authorization from Congress to move forward with testing. , But 
some suggest that this compromise basically kills the national test to clear the way 

· for Fast Track. Has the President given up on a national test? 
, 

A' ' Absolutely not. The 'agreement allows us to proceed·with development of the 4th and 8th 
grade national tests that the J:>resident has proposed. It also allows us to pilot test the 
items for these tests next fall. ThIs is a delay ofa few months;'butit's one we can live 

· with, At the same time, we will goforward w~th a National Academy of Sciences study of 
ways to link state tests to each other.and to NAEP, an existing national sample test, that 
reflects high nationaf standards. : Both aspects of the agreement make progress toward a 

· single goal: ensuring that all students, across the country, are measured by the same high 
standards, 

Q: The legislation looks like a victory.for test opponents. ' Wh~t did the Administration 
get out of this agreement?' . 

A:' This agreement is a solid victory for high standards. Under the compromise, the final 
appropriations bill drops the general prohibition on national tests contained in the House­
passed bill, which the Administration threatened to veto, and allows us to proceed with 
development of the 4th grade reading and 8th grade math tests. The bill shifts control 
over test policies and development to the independent, bipartisan, National Assessment 
Governing Board (NAGB), as the Administration had proposed. It provides'$16 million 
dollars to support the testing plan. And it allows for pilot testing of test items to' begin 
next fall. At the same time, the bill provides for a·potentially valuable study of ways to 
link state tests to each other and to NAEP,' an existing national sample test, Jh!it reflects 
high national standards. This agr~ement puts us on the road to high national standards, 
and to measuring whether these standards are being met. We will finally have high 
expectations for all our students and real accountability for all our schools. 

Q: Is further development of the nationl;ll tests dependent on the findings of the 
National Academy of Sciences study? What is the timeline for this study? 

A: The Academy will be.asked to make an interim report by June 15, 1998 with a final report 
submitted by Sept. 1. Further developmen.t of the national tests is!lQ1 contingent on the ' 
findings of the NAS study. NAGB can go forward with test development activities . 
leading up to pilot testing right now. Pilot testing is postponed until after September 30, 
but·does not depend on the·completio!l or findings of the National Academy study. . 



.. ; ..' 

, , 

Q: Does the compromise requirefurther authorization to move beyond the pilot testing 
stage? 

A: The agreement allows for test development in FY 98,' and pilot testing after September 30. 
lt is silent on the subject of further congressional action. " 

Q: The national tests were opposed in the House by members of the Black and Hispanic 
Caucus. How does the agreement address their concerns? 

A: The agreement provides for the National Academy of Sciences and NAGB'to study test 
items to ensure that they are free from racial, cultural, or gender bias. In addition, the 
AcademY,will recommend safeguards to ensure that tests are not used in a discriminatory 
or inappropriate manner. 



.,( 

Voluntary National Tests in'Reading and Mathematics: 

'4\ Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards 


, Tonight, I issue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national 
standards; and by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader in reading and 
every 8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met. 

President Bill Clinton 

1997 State of the Union Address' 


STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to. help 

, instill the skills and enco.uragement fer hard wo.rk that o.ur children need to., succeed in scheel and in 
life. To.ward that end we must establish meaningful standards fer what students sho.uld be expected, 
to. learn and achieve in the basic subjects o.f reading and mathematics. 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the fo.undatio.ns o.f algebra and 
geo.metry -- by grade 8 are the gateways fer further learning and achievement. Research shews that 
students who. fail to. learn to. read English well by the end o.f grade 3 are at greater risk o.fdropping 
o.ut and facing diminished success in 'scheel and life. Students who. fail to. master the basics o.f 
mathematics by the end o.fgrade 8 do. net have the fo.undatio.n to. take to.ugh mathematics and science 
co.urses in high scheel which in turn prepare them fer co.llege and better jo.bs. 

While o.ur students have been making pro.gress in reading and mathematics, we are net yet where we 
need to. be as a natio.n. Acco.rding to. the Natio.nal Assessment o.fEducatio.nal Progress (NAEP), 40 ' 
percent o.f o.ur 4th grade students do. net reach the "basic" achievement levd. In the Third 
Internatio.nal Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), theUS, 4th graders sco.re abo.ve average in 
math and science. Ho.wever,our 8th graders sco.re belo.w the internatio.nal average in mathematics, 
and o.n1y 5 percent o.fUS. eighth grade students sco.re in the to.p 10 percent internatio.nally. 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TEStS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MA THEMA TICS. Parents need to. knew that students have mastered the basics no. matter 
where they live o.r mo.ve in this co.untry. And they have the right to. knew hew well their children are 
do.ing co.mpared with students in ether scho.o.ls, states, an9 co.untries, To. helpcgive parents this 
info.rmatio.n, the US. Department o.fEducatio.n is prepared to. o.ffer every state and scheel district the 
o.ppo.rtunity to. use vo.luntary' natio.nal tests o.f4th grade reading and 8th gnide mathematics,' beginning 
in 1999. These rigo.rous tests will pro.vide parents, fer the first time, sco.res fer individual students, 
measured against widely accepted natio.nal and internatio.nal standards o.f excellence. They will give 
states, lo.cal co.mmunities, teachers and parents the kind o.f accurate info.rmatio.n they need'to help 
students master basic and advanced, skills and strengthen acapemic perfo.rmance. 

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be 
mo.deled en the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based, 
en widely accepted standards develo.ped by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists, 
curriculUIh specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a natio.nal co.nsensus o.fwhat ' 
students sho.uld knew and be able to. do. when they reach these crucial stages o.f learning, The 
vo.luntary natio.nal tests will be linked to. NAEP and, in the case o.fmathematics, linked to. TIMSS, 
so. that sco.res can be co.mpared to. natio.nal and even internatio.nal standards. As propo.sed by the 

http:scho.o.ls
http:fo.undatio.ns


Department of Education, the Senate has voted to authorize the bipartisan, independent National 
Assessment Governing Board to set policy for the national tests as it does for NAEP, insuring the 
integrity of the new tests ... 

A NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ·ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and 
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent 
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher in 
every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to support 
these efforts. But these efforts .cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are 
aiming at clear, high standards .of achievement.· That is why these national tests are already spurring 
a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and ·strengthen student achievement in 
these core subjects: Reading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The 
mathematics and science community,' engineers and business leaders are working to improve 
mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using 
the tests effectively, the U.S. Department ofEducation, the National Science Foundation and others 
are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents and teachers on how t.o prepare to 
meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve education, and what high standards in 
reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with 
answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be released to the public and available on the 
Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can know what is expected for students to reach 
standards of excellence. 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; . GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current 
N AEP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual 
states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents 
know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide 
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance 
to widely accepted national and international standards and to identify students and school~ that need 
extra help. These standard' measures of excellence will help parents hold. schools accountable for 
improved penormance, help teachers and principals improve curriculum and instruction, and' give' 
students a guide for charting their own progress. 

The tests will be available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Individual 
test scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide 
how to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the tests as part 
of their local testing programs. 

For more information, visit the voluntary national tests web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/ 

September 13. 1997 

http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests
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. DELA4(;T~VOL(iNTARY NATIONAL TESTS WOULD. 
BRINGBCK THE TYRANNY OF-LOW EXPECTATIONS FOR 

, . MIN0 . IT STUDENTS IN URBAN AND RURALAREAS ,'," , 

When we do.n't ex;~ tor enco.urage o.u~ childrento.lea';' we indirectly enco.~rage them. to. Jail. Whe~, 
~e set high standari s and when we insist on them, there'ano. end to. what our kids can do.. 

. ','. ::,president.Cliriton,' July 25, 1997 

. The Voluntal!' Iational Tests would ~ak~ i~. clear that~,chlldren; ~hei'everthey ~iv~, 
whatever t~elr cpl~r, and wh~tever thelrlanguage b~~k.ground, can an~ shoul~ a,chleve to 
the.same hlgh st~dards as students throughout thenatlOn. Any delay 10 these tests'sends , 
a terrible signal t at we doubt whether our kids can achieve.' " ' '. ' , 

.' 
. " , .:', II . ,.', ',... , " ." \ " ' .." ,', .', ,: , 

, Over the long run, the national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math will most 
benefit the kids i6 poorurban'and rural areas who currently need the most help. ,,.,' ' '. . Ii ,'." ' " ';. . . , , 

• 	 Fifteen major urban school systems. inCluding the three largest (New York City, Los 
Angeles, and CH~cago), as well as citi~s ranging from Atlanta,and San Antonio, to EI Paso, 

, Philadelphia' an~;Detroit, boldly pledged'that their students will participate in the national 
tests beginning in 1999 ~'nd' that they will work to prepare their studerits to excel on those 
tests. . ,II,' ' . ' " 

ever, parents.' teachers and the public in these' communities will know 
r£ rm mare n ion 1 and r in readin n m th and to ' 

cities and states throughout the nation, making it harder to' shortchange 
any student when it comes to learning.' ' 

. 	 ' II . 

• 	 " The nat~onaltests can become a 'rallying point for local efforts to strengthen curriculum, , 
, provide tniininglto teachers, increase parental and community involvement, and support 

, I, " 

the necessary in~estments at the local, state, and national levels to improve our schools. 

• 	 Educatorsand Jkents can use rewlts Qfth~ le$ts 10 provide valuable help 10 low . 
performing stud~nts. while communities can use the results tO,hold administrators and, 
teachers accountable for poor aggregate performance. ' ' " ' " 

! t! . 
, !l . . 

.. j, . . " ,

• 	 One year after 'i~stituting higher standards and tough tests, the Schdol District of' 
Philadelphia has::demonstrated thai this app'rqach -:- raising standards, measuring' 
performance, and working to improve results :.:- works. On September 3, Philadelphia 

, released results <;>fits 1997 testingprogram,recording significant gains (in most cases, 
greater than a 5% increase in studen'ts performing at or above the Basic level) over the ' 

, 1996 baseline'irtllreading, math, and science ,at ,the 4th, 8th and 11th grades. This is ' 
parti~ularly imP1fssive because over the same year, there was a very large increase in the 
number of studel~ts taking the test, over 40% of whom were either special education 
students or students for whom English is not their first language -- students who, many 
wronglyassume;lcannot learn'to high sta,ndards. , ", . .' , ', ,'".. 

", ' . 

. ..' .' ' 



, , 
, ,I!I 

;1
I, 

d:1 
II 

'II . 
. "II 

ii 
iI 

" i 'I' 
CURRENT pkRTICIPANTS IN THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

STATES 
Alaska 

KentuckY , I 

Maryland, 

I 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 
 I 
North Carolina ! 


West· Virginia . 
 I 
.1 

Ii ' 
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Atlanta, GA 

, 
!! 
~! 

. 

. I ' 

Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), FL 

'Chi IL Ii ' 
.' cago, ,Ii 

, Cincinnati, OH 
:1

Detroit, MI Ii 
EI Paso, TX 

, !: 


Fresno, CA 

Houston, TX 

Long Beach, CA 

Los Angeles, CA 

New York City, NY 

Omaha, NE I, 

PhilB:delprua,P A ' 

San Antonio, TX 


I 'Seattle, WA 
. ! 

I 

, " , ,II 
I 

',' 
The Department ofDefense schools will also participate. , ,II .', 

'Together, these st~tes a~d school districts represent 20% of all 4th and 8th graders. 
. ! . ' . . 

. ,I' 

'i,r 
i 
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·:KlDSSPEAl(OUT.IN FAVOR OF , .' 
,'. 'vOLUNTARY NATIONAL·TESTS .', 

IN REAiJIN'G'AND MATH " 

" " CNN Newsroom and 'Wol1dvlew · 
·.Septembel$, '1997 

Today, Tony Fnissrand/Anchor ofCNNNewsro~m, interviewed 60 students arid a, 
teacher at T.C. Williams High'School in Alexandria, VA. "the following is what they had . 
to say about,the Preside~t'.s·prol'o$al for. VolUntary,National Tests'in reading and' 

,mathematics:· , '. ' ", ". ,',. ..... , " ' ','".. " , , 

, Q: How would yo~.Jeelabbuta testinthe4th grad~to mea~ure independent reading 
skills or in the 8th grade to test aJgebra ;skills? " . ' , , ' 

• , "I think it's a great idea because, in reality, it's for our own good, and ifwe don't pass 
it; then the teachers and educator~ can give us the help we need, so that we are 
literate.;' -Cat . . . ' , 

• 	 "Yes, we're resting to see ifkids are ready to move on, because kids have~duated , 
that haven't been able to read, and that's' really sad. We ,need to be able to testto 
make sure kids after each year are learning appropriately, and learning what th'ey 
should,be leamitig." -Casey . 

• ~ "Ifyou have a'national test, no on can slip' through the cracks like they have before, 

and I agree with the testing theorY.U aClark ' , 


. .' 	 , 

• '''InAlexandri~ we have the Learning Pas'sport Test, and supposedly you can't move 
on past 9th grade ifyou haven't passed it, but I know people who haven't and still 

, moved on, so if there's going to be a test, then it needs to be enforced." I meB:fl, they 
can't just letpeQple slip thrQugh the cracks." " , 

• 	 "Personally, . I think the tests are a: good idea for ,something practical. However,' I think 
that if weare going to enforce these tests. we have to get rid of some of the useless 
tests, which students were given ~oday;" -Adam 

. 	 . 
• 	 . "So many people are taking these tests, the Iowa test, and they're obviously not 


. working ifpeople are ~aduating without bemg able to'read, and not knowing simple 

• math. They're obviously not wor~ng." -Amaiula 

http:KlDSSPEAl(OUT.IN
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SUPPORT-,FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 
" , .' t, ' ,. j , • ~ " , ' 

<; '. ' 
. The American Pu~lic Supports~igh NatIonal S(~md,ards., 

.,' . 
, Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based on rigorous national' standards 

1).0 matter where, they live in this country. " . ",' 
.,' 

, A rec:erit PhiDeita kappa/Gallup poll ,'shows that67~_favor ;'using' standardized ~a~iomil tests to ' 
, measure the achievemt:nt ofstudents ,and 77%, favor national ~tandards for mc;asu'r,ingthe, " . 
, academic perfoi:mance ofour schools. ' ' ", , " 

Educators Suppo.1, Continued Development of Voluntary National Tests' 
.,
j • 

." Although there: is ~xtenslve' testing in our nation, there iS'no individual student test of reading 'of 
,'mathematics whichiienables astudent to compare his or her work with students.inother states,arid 

" in other nations. 'They need testresulis indicating whether their achievement i~ competitive with 
other students around the world. III short; students and families want to know what level of 

, learning is required:!to reach the high standards necessary as we~nter the 21st century." , 
Letter signed by tq~ following: . 

American Federati6n ~fTeachers:··. , Council for Exceptional Children, 

'Cou~cil for Chief State School Officers Council of the Great City Schools 

National Education1jAssociation Nat~onal School Boards Association 

National Associa,tion ofElementary School Principals 

National Association of State Directors of Special Education 


,"For those states opting to participate in the program, it offers an 'unprededented op,portunity for 
individual students to compare their abilities with other students frpm acro'5s the nation ..'.We 

, believe the stites should be afforded, the opportunity to decide for themselves \Yhether to take 
part in these nation*lassessments.;' ' . ; , 

Brenda Lilienthal Welburn, Executive Director of the National Association of State ' 
Boards ofEaucation . ­

l: . 
ii 

""A voluntary.nationkl t~st would give teachers and' parents the'ability to~easu~e tneir student~ 

and children agairis~ high national standards. Currently, there is no individual student test of 

reading or mathern~tics which enables a studentto compare his or her work with students in 

other states and in ~ther nations." 


Gerald D. Morris 

Directorof~gislation,
.' 

American Federation ofTeachers 

. , . 

Business CommuriitySupport foi·the Voluntal1' National Tests 
, '.. '.'. 

"The proposed standards and tes~s will help provide parents, students, educators and policy 
, makers with the information they need to ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed in the 
21st century world and workplace." , ' ' . 

Edwin Lupberger, U.S. Chamber ofCommerce' Executive Committee 

.," 



, "'~ 

, "There is certainly a place fer legitimate discu.ssien:over details.· ..Bu~ these and ether arguments 

sheuld het weaken er eyershadowour cemmitment te'nii'sing academic standards and assessing 


. student perferinance.Witheut a natienalass~ssment,raising academic standafds W~ll be, at best, 

an amerpheus goal.it' :' , . .... . , .', 

, .·Ji~ Op', C:E1P, uNuM Cerperatien, Chairman eft~eNatienal Alliarice efBusiness 
, • " , .. ··11 . ' .: .. ' ,,', ,:'. ' ', .. '. ,... . .' , 

"The Alliance beli~yes these voluntary t~stsce,uld b~used by state and lecal scheel districts to. 
measure the pregte~s ef American students in these 'cere subjects. The Alliance recently 
surVeyed its memb~r~ en this issue and an everwhelming number supperted the initiative to. 
develep the velunt4rY natienal tests." " . ' , ,. 

Natienal Al~iance efBusiness 
, " . .. . ~, '., 

"As the CEOo.f a cpmpany that does business ili:~verystate in the:unien arid 70 ceuntries 
werldwide, veluntary natienal tests that give individual student scores mab~ sense. Here's why. ' 
When prospective ~mpleyees apply fer a jeb, empleyers held them to. the same standard, no. . 
matter where they went to. scheel. 'In' eur glebal ecene~y' wh~re empleyers are cempeting on a' 
werldwide basis, the quantitative and cemmunicatiens skills needed fer a particular jeb are ne~ 

, unique to. Delaware erTexas er California." ' 

, Jehn A. Krel, Dupent President and CEO and 

Chairman. of the Business Reundtable EQucatien.Task Ferce 


"President Clinten's natienal testinginitiativeeffers'a, new eppertunity to. use widely accepted 
natienal benchmarks iIi readipg andmath'against which stat~s, scheel districts and parents can' 
judge student perfetiriance.'" ','. .' 

Jim Barksd~le, CEO and President, Netscape·Cemmunicatiens, and, 
L. Jehn Deerr, Partner in the firm efKlciiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers 
, I, ' . 

en behalf efi240 technelegy industry leaders, ' , 
i~, . 
:\'.

'v Editorial Support ,for the Voluntary National-Tests 
. ! . 

"Yes en Tests...The results efthe new tests would be available fer individual students, classes, 
scheels imd'scheelidistricts,'rather than expressed in broad national er regienal terms; The iQea is 
that, yes, they might then beceme instruments fer change, but net dictated frem abeve. Rather,: 
parents and ethers weulduse them as a standard fer cemparisen, and fer demanding' ' 
'improvement en th~ greund, anhe lecalleveL.The da~ger is net that the federal gevernmentis . 

. geing to. take ever the natien's scheols. The danger rather is that pe,er perfermance will centinue 
, to. be telerated and ()bscured." . , 

,.1.'he WashingtenPest 

"Put Scheels to. the Test...Americian children wen 't netice: but the public scheels they return .te' 
this falllapk semething impertant: a renable, uniferm means efassessing hew well they're deing 

, their job. Erasing that lack is what Presiqent Clinten has in mind when he call fer national 
tests...Fer the sake of America's students, the political and philosephical hurdles have to be, 
cleared. Reliable national, tests won't in themselves rebuild public educatien, but they're an 
important feundati~n stene." ' 

The Christian Science Menitor 
I', 

:! ' 

'I , , 

September 6, 1997 ' 



, MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 


Concern: . The·voluntary national test is just another test~ 

Reality: The voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and ~th grade math will provide 
information to students, parents and teachers that no other tests provide. For the 
first time, families that move from community to community or state to state will 
have a consistent yardstick by which to measure how well their child is doing. The 
tests will show how students, and their schools, compare against challenging 
standards in 4th grade English reading and 8th grade math; the 8th grade math test 
will compare student achievement to international standards, as well. 

Kids, along with their parents and teachers, will get reports showing what 
questions they got right, and which ones they got wrong. In addition, each year 
.the voluntary national tests, complete with answers and explanatory materials, will 
be posted on the Internet shortly after they are administered. These features will 
make these tests uniquely useful for improving teaching and learning. 

Concern: The voluntary national tests will lead, to a national curricuhim. 

Reality: These tests will measure whether a child can read well and independently by the 
end of the 4th grade. and master challenging mathematics, including the, basics of 
algebra and geometry by the end of 8th grade. These tests are based on accepted 
standards that reflect widespread agreement on what students should know and be 
able to do. States and local communities will continue to determine their curricula 
and will use the national tests to focus attention on how to improve student 
achievement in the basics of reading and mathematics. How a child is taught and 
what cumculum is used will remain a local decision. 

Concern: States and local education agencies that do not participate will be denied 
other sources of federal funding for education. 

. Reality: Absolutely not. No federal funding will be withheld from a state or local education 
. agency based on its participation in the voluntary national tests. 

Concern: Federal bureaucrats are developing these tests. 

Reality: Based on the existing National Assessment ofEducational Progress, a rigorous 
sample test used by over 40 states and commonly referred to as the Nation's 
Report Card, private companies and committees ofclassroom teachers, principals, 
business and community leaders, parents, and reading and math specialists from 
across the country are developing the voluntary national tests through contracts 
with the U.S. Department ofEducation. Meetings are open to the public and 
transcripts are available. In addition, the Clinton Administration supports the 

1 



Concern: 


Reality: 


Concern: 


Reality: 


Concern: 


Reality: 


Senate's proposal to have the bipartisan National Assessment GoverningBoard 

oversee this work and make all future policy decisions concerning the national 

tests. 


The voluntary national tests are just another way the federal government is 

trying to intrude in a local issue. 


The voluntary national tests will provide a tool, not an intrusion. They will simply 
empower individuals at the local level to improve learning for all students by . 
providing accurate information on student and school performance on reading and 
math, compared to challenging national standards and international benchmarks. 

The tests are voluntary, not mandatory. 

Reading is reading and math is math no matter if you are in Connecticut or 
California. These tests will not require certain teaching methods, they will measure 
how students are performing on high national' standards. Parents want to know 
how their kids and schools are performing, especially those families that move to a 
new community or state. The voluntary national tests will provide reliable 
information for families allover the courttry. 

Tests dontt generate higher academic performance. 

The tests will tell school administrators, parents, and teachers how well students 

and schools are doing. They will be able to tell which schools and students need 

assistance and how to boost their performance. 


Tests alone do not generate higher academic performance. But when teachers and 
students work hard to prepare for a challenging test, students learn more . 

. Evidence shows that raising expectations for students lifts student achievement. . 
These tests are tied to high academic standards, and they will help generate high 
academic performance through focusing the efforts of schools and communities. 
Unlike many other tests, these tests will be designed so that teachers and students 
can prepare for them. Teachers and parents will have support materials that give 
examples ofthe types ofknowledge and skills students should know and be able to 
do. The voluntary national tests will help promote a national focus on improving 
reading and mathematics skills. 

National tests are too controversial to implement without Congressional 

authorization. 


The Administration and Congress should act as partners in the effort to raise 

standards for all students and to provide parents and students with voluntary 
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national tests in the basics of reading and mathematics. None ofus can do this 
alone. We should be working together to raise standards for our students, 
improve teaching and learning, and give our schools the tools they need to prepare 
our children for the future. 

On September 11, the Senate showed overwhelming support for legislation to ask 
the bipartisan National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) to set policy for the 
voluntary national tests. This board already oversees the widely used National 
Assessment ofEducational Progress (a representative sampling test that gives 
infonnation on how the U.S. and over 40 states are doing at state and national 
levels, but provides nO.infonnation for individual students or their teachers and 
families.) The Administration supports the Senate's proposal. 

Concern: 	 New tests can lead to inappropriate and unfair comparisons of schools and 
school districts. 

RealitY: 	 These tests lead to exactly the right kinds ofcomparisons -- they tell parents and 
teachers how well students and schools do when measured against high standards 
ofexcellence that define what students should know and be able to do in the basics 
of reading and mathematics. We should welcome these comparisons, not fear 
them. The tests will give teachers and school leaders new tools to know where to 
focus research and attention. 

We should not presume that any student, no matter where he or she lives or goes 
to school, will do poorly on these tests. We must stop perpetuating the cycle of 
low expectations that actually keeps many young people from achieving their full 
potential. 

In July, 15 major urban school districts around the country pledged to participate 
in these tests -- not because these districts believe they will excel the first tithe' 
around, but because they know that their students, when challenged and when 
provided with the proper support, can perfonn just as well as any other students 
can. 

Concern: 	 Instead of another test, more resources should be sent into the classroom. 

Reality: The Administration and Congress have supported record investments in education 
.. to'help states and communities raise standards, train teachers, improve basic skills, 

and promote the effective use of technology in the classroom. The voluntary 
national tests will aid us in better understanding where those resources are needed 
and how they can be wisely spent. They are an integral part ofa comprehensive 
strategy to raise standards and improve education. 

October 21, 1997 3 



Concern: 

Reality: 

Concern: 


Reality: 


Concern: 


Reality: 


Concern: 


Reality: 


The federal government is already spending over $500 million just to test 

students. 


This figure is totally incorrect. Approximately 90% of the funds cited by Members 
of Congress is for the Goals 2000 program, which improves teaching and learning 
in local classrooms by helping states and school districts raise standards, train 
teachers, promote the effective use of technology and increase parental and 
community involvement. A very small part of this money supports state testing 
programs. 

The voluntary national math test will be based on "fuzzy math." 

. The voluntary national math test will be based on tough, demanding standards 
which require a thorough understanding ofbasic and challenging math skills. The 
recently released Third International Math and Science Study results for our 4th 
graders demonstrates that our students measure up to international standards quite 
well in areas of basic computation. The area in which we do less well is in grades 
5-8, when students should be moving beyond arithmetic and into geometry, 
algebra, and measurement. 

The voluntary national math test will ask students to find the correct answer to 

each problem. Some questions will also ask students to show their work and 

justify their answers. Good math teaching encourages students to look at math 


. ·problems from multiple perspectives and to understand the different methods that 
can be used to arrive at a correct conclusion. 

The Department of Education is moving forward on test development. 

, On September 25, Secretary Riley announced his decision not to forward the 
voluntary national tests panel recommendations to the test contractor. The 
specifications will not be sent UlltilCongress authorizes the National As~essment 
Governing Board as the independent bipartisan policy making body as proposed by 
the Senate. All work related to test and'item development has been halted by the 
contractor. Prior to the Secretary's decision, letters were sent to districts 
regarding participation in the pilot test. . 

Only 7 states and 15 school districts have signed up and we hear some are 

pulling out. What kind of support do you really have? . 


The 7 states and 15 school districts represent about 20% ofthe 4th and 8th grade 
students in the United States. The voluntary national tests are strongly supported . 
by the education communi~y and the general public, For example, in a recent Wall 
Street JournalJ NBC News poll, 79% ofAmericans favored national testing. 
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Leaders of the business community, who hold themselves to high international 
standards, widely endorse this initiative as well. 
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HOW WILL THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IMPROVE STUDENTS' 
EDUCATION? 

@ The voluntary national tests will help all schools to challenge students according to national 
standards in the basic subjects of4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. 

§ By providing individual student scores based on 
national and iriternational comparisons; parents and 

Martin is in 7th grade in Seattle. If he wan~ 
teachers will be more informed about what their children to continue his education beyond high school 

. should know and be able to do in 4th grade reading and 
and attend college, he will be required to 

8th grade mathematics. 
take challenging mathematics courses 
beginning in 9th grade. Martin should 

§ The voluntary national tests' questions are being 
already be learning challenging math so that 

. written by some of the leading test publishing companies 
he has the opportunity to choose these 

, in the country in a joint effort. This collaboration will 
courses later. In the 8th grade, he will take 

create a cutting-edge, world class assessment that will 
the voluntary national test in math. How 

provide detailed information to parents and teachers like 
will this test help improve his education? 

never before. After each test administration, the full tests' 

will be available on the Internet, providing a usefulness, 

never before offered through standardized tests. 


HOW WILL PARENTS BE ABLE TO USE THE NATIONAL TESTS TO HELP 
IMPROVE THEIR CIDLDREN'S EDUCATION? 

§ Knowing that college placement and employment competition arebecomihg more and more 
. global, parents will be able to learn how their children are measuring up to rigorous national and 

international standards in 8th grade mathematics. With the information from their students' 

national test scores, they will be able to better monitor and participate in their child's education. 


§ Before school is out, families will receive in the 

mail a clear and understandable report that gives their Before Martin leaves the 8th grade, he 

child's individual answers,the correct answers, and and his parents will both receive a 

unlike any other test--their child's achievement based scoring report along with a letter 

on rigorous national, and in mathematics, international explaining the information, and 

standards. Both students and parents will be sent providing ideas for making his scores 

letters explaining the usefulness of the reports along useful in improving his education and 

with possible questions families may want to ask of . ensuring he is exposed to higher level 

their schools to assist them in participating in their math in high schooL 

students' education .. 


@ Soon after the voluntary national tests are administered, the·full tests will be made public and 

placed on the Internet. This will allow parents and teachers alike to have the exact questions and 

the answers in the areas their students need assistance. Parents can utilize this information in 

their communication with'the school and the child's future teachers in discu~sing his or her 

individual progress. . 




e Unlike with other nation-wide assessments, teachers and parents will be able to receive 
voluntary national test scores within the same school year as when students take the tests. 
Parents will be able to discuss results with the teacher who just spent a year with their student 
arld in the following year, parents will have clearer personal information and know better what to 
ask and expect for their children in high school. 

e The voluntary national tests will help motivate 
the community and business to rally around the 
education ofour students. The business community, 
which holds itself to high international standards, 
strongly endorses the voluntary national tests. 
When businesses see clear information that helps 
them identify are~ of need, they often respond by 
investing in the future--our students. . 

Martin may score in the 67% in his state, but 
on the national test, he will be able to 
challenge himself against national and 
international standards. His parents and 
teachers will see exactly what kind of skills 
all 8th graders should know arid be able to do 
in mathematics. This information will ensure 
Martin has the opportunity to be exposed to 
the material he will need in order to choose 
higher level mathematics courses later. 



HOW WILL THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IMPROVE STUDENTS' 
EDUCATION? 

@ The voluntary national tests will help all 

schools to challenge students according to 

national standards in the basic subjects of4th 

grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. 


@ By providing individual student scores 
based on national and international 

. comparisons, parents and teachers will be 
more informed about what their children 
should know and be able to do in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade mathematics. 

@ The voluntary national tests' questions are being written by some of the leading test 

publishing companies in the country in a joint effort. This collaboration will create a cutting­

edge, world class assessment that will provide detailed information to parents and teachers like 

never before. After each test administration, the full tests will be available on the Internet, 

providing a usefulness never before offered through standardized tests. 


.. . 

HOW WILL EDUCATORS BE ABLE TO USE THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

TO HELP IMPROVE EDUCATION? 


@ The voluntary national tests will be released in full on the Internet after e·ach administration 

allowing wide-spread use of the material in classrooms as well as a stronger understanding oft~st 


scoring for parents and teachers alike. 


When receiving the reports at the school and 

at home, teachers and parents will see how 


Maria's teacher will receive their students did on each individual 
supplemental materials and sample question, and from the Internet, everyone 
test questions as resources to help the will have access to those exact questions. 
class work on some of the skills they This will help parents and teachers lead 
Will be tested on like understanding informed discussions about ways to improve 
and interpreting content, reflecting ontheir children's skills in reading and 
and responding to texts, and mathematics. 
demonstrating a critical stance. Her 
3rd grade teacher this year can also Supplemental materials and sample tests 
help Maria prepare by exposing her to will be available to all participating schools 
some of the ideas and content she will to give teachers ideas for incorporating 


challenging material into lesson plans and in 

preparation for students taking the voluntary 

national tests. 


Maria is a 3rd grade student in Chicago. We 
know that she is far more likely to succeed in 
science, mathematics, history and language arts 
later if she is able to read well by the end of this 
school year. In 4th grade, Maria will take the 
voluntary national test. How will the voluntary 
national test improve her education? 



Unlike with other nation-wide assessments, teachers and parents will be able to receive 
voluntary national test scores within the same school year as when students take the tests, 
enabling teachers and schools to utilize the information in a variety ofnew ways: 

Teachers can incorporate the actual test 
questions into lesson plans after the 
scores have been returned. Focusing on 
areas in which their students need 
further assistance, teachers can bridge 
the gap between questions that students 
answered incorrectly and those the 
students fully understood. 

By seeing the areas in which students 
need improvement while school is still 
in session, the teacher can utilize the 
test reports as part of hislher self­
assessment and in preparing semester 
overviews for the following school 
year. 

Maria's 4th grade class can review the 
test together after they receive their 
scores--a first in large-scale testing. 
Their teacher can use the exact test 
questions in lesson plans and explain 
the concepts students in the class tended 
to miss as well as those they 
collectively understood. At the end of 
the school year, 4th grade teachers can 
share national test information with 
faculty. While 3rd, 5th and even 1st 
and 2nd grade teachers join efforts, 
administrators may reevaluate resources 
and teacher training strategies. 

@ School administrators and supervisors will be able to utilize the tests' information 
for their schools in planning professional development for faculty ofall grades. 
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