
V"'U~'ITED STATES 

I 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION .N1WS 
I 

FOR IMMJ;:OIATE RELEASE I COQta~t: Diane :lones (202) 401·329,2 
Oct,ober 9, 1991, I Erica L~pping (202) 40 L..2571 

I, 
" '. '. . 

STATEMENT BY U. S. SECRETARYOFiEDUCATION RICHARD W. RILEY 
'On Chair~an Goodling's Action to Halt Mark~Up of Cpild Lit~racy.em ',;, ' 

I 
I was disappointed to learn that Chairman Goodling chose to pull the America 

Re!i~slchildren's literacy bill that we have been wor~ing on with his Committee. Chairm.:in 
Goodling and I agree [hat reading is the foundation ~or aU other learning and i,s the most ba,sic skill 
children ne~d to succeed. Without reading, children loften fall further behin~ in s,chool, lose 
inter~st. give up, and drop out. Every child in America should ma~ter thjs first basic skiH, ara9 the 
President is committed to achieving this national goat 

, Ea,r1ier this year, Congress agr,eed to a bi.panisan balanced ~udget; within that agreem~nt ' 
they committ.ed to fund "a child lit~racy initiative co~sistent with the Presid~nt's America Reads 
Cl1allenge prog~am." Chairman Goodling supported Ithis balanced budget agreement, and the 
Am,erican people expect the Congress to fulfill its pa~ of the bargaJ,n. The ultima,te accounta.bility 
for a chil~'s ability to read is ta,king a challenging national test. We hope that Chairma,n q()odJing 
would connect his strong interest in literacy with this!voluntary n~tiona,l test, . . 

Reading is a bi.partisan issl:1e. We think it is important to help children read well ~n~ 
independently. We can do that by raising standards ~or all chil~r~n and giving them the extra help 
they need to become good rel!ders'that the America ~eads Challer1ge would,provid~. Trying to 
stop th~ voluntary national tests an~the reading initiative is hardly the right way to help any.c~ild 
become a better reader. I I . 
, "<' • , 

We need to pass a bi·partisan bill for our Nation's children. We will continue to \V~rk 
clgsely with the Chairman and the Committee. and w~ urge them to work with us in this bi­
partisan process. We continue to be optimistic thal €ongress V~II do what is right for Amed~a's 
chlldrert. ! 
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October 8,! 1997 
! 
! 
I 

The Honorable William F. Goodling ! 
Chalnnan, Committee on Education and the Workfo,rce 
U.S. HO'-1se ofRepresentatives I 

Washington., D.C. 20515 : 
, I , 

D,ear ChainnaJ) Goodling: \ ' 

It is the Administration's goal to w.ork with you to enact a bi)) that will offer all children a ~hance 
to participat~ in extended learning time opportunities: where th,ey cap practice and further deve!qp 
their reading skills. Such programs would include fa?'1i1y literacy, in addition to aft~r.s~lto()l, 
summer and weekend volunteer tutoring programs, which are built on, and connected with, solic:i 
reading programs in our Natio.n's schools. \ ' , 

The President's America Reads Challenge, announced more than a year ago. reflects these goals 
and I believe that H.R. 2614. the "Reading Excellenc~ Act," is a positive step to meeting the~e' 
objectives. I welcome your efforts to go the extra ste:p of stimulating Slates and schools to ensure 
that teachers are using the best available research on ~eading instru~tion, This is consistent with 
the Title I requirement, enacted in 1994, that schools pse "effec,tive m~ans" in order to help 
students reach t,he st,andards that are e.xpected of all s~udents. 

While I appr~ciate the efforts you have made to work Iwith us on this legislation. r am ~onc~me.d 
with severa] ,ofits provisions,. n?tably the requirement~ for tutorial assist~nce grants. an,d regt:et 
that I c~nnot SUPPO" the bill In ns ~urrent fonn, 1 

I 
The t'IJtorial assistance grants are unnecessarily costly, \bureaucratic and di$connected, In order to 
regeive these funds, s~hooIs involved'w0'-11d be forced Ito use paid tutors inst.ead of using , 
well~trai.Qed volun~eers who would be available at oneithird the cost Fewer children wO.uld be . 
served un,der this model and tbere would be no 8uaran~ee th8;t t,he tutoring programs would be ' 
connected to or supportive ofthe school's reading program, Furthennqre, unli~e the mO,del p~t 
forth in th,e Administration's America Reads Challenge Act, these grants would le~d to "', 
fragmen~ation ofservices and woulp not encourage th~ entire community to mO,bilize and 
orgari,ize around the need to improve their children's r~ading skills, While we suppon local 
flexibility for program design, it is not appropriate to impose these very specific anc,i cQ.stly 
provisions on States or school dis;tricts who want to p~rticipate in Am~rica Reads. ' 

I 
I am also concemed that some p~ovisions and definitions in the bill are far tOO pres!=riptiv:e in a 
nUl!lber ofareas.. that the lines for accountab.i1ity for gr4nt m~king ar~ blurred. and tha.t there is ~o 
natlonal evaluation component. I further object to the t:lew m,andate Imposed 01'1 sc!lQols 
Parti~ip~~ing in the Federal Work.S~lldy program. I 

Thes~ outstanding is~ues prev~nt the Administrat,on frdm supporting the "R~ading Exc:eUepc:e 
~t" at ,this time, but I urge you to continue to work wilh us in this bipanisan prQce$s to h~lp 
meet the need to improve the reading skills of our Nati9n's chilqren. 

I 
I 
I 
I 



Page 2 - The Honor�ble William F. Goodling
' The Olli ce of Management and Budget advises t hai there is no objection Io the su !,mission of rhi,s

tepor:t from the st,mdpoint of the J\dministrarion 's Program · · · ·, I 
. 

I 
• 

You rs: sincere!�, 

I Richard W. Riley 
I 
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STATEMENT BY U. S.SECRETARY OFIEDUCATION RICHARD. W. RILEY 

On Chairman Goodling's Action to Halt Mark-Up ofChild Literacy Bill 
, . I . 

. I 
"I was disappointed to learn that Chairman Goodling chose to pull the America 

Reads/children's literacy bill that we have been wor*ing on with his Committee. Chairman 
Goodling and I agree that reading is the foundation for all other learning and is the most basic skill 
children need to succeed. Without reading, children \ often fall fu~her behind in school, lose 
interest,give up, and drop out. Every child in Ame~ca should master this first basi~ skill, and the' 
President is committed to achieving this national go~l. ' 

" \ 

"Earlier this year, Congress agreed to abi-pahisan balanced budget; within that agreement 
they committed to fund "a child literacy initiative co~sistent with the President's America R~ads ' 
Challenge program." Chairman Goodling supportedlthis balanced budget agreement,and the 

,American peop.leexpect the Congress to fulfill its par;t of the bargain. The ultimate accountability 
for a child's ability to relid is taking a challenging natlonal test. We hope that Chairman Goodling 
would connect his strong interest in literacy with thisivoluntary national test. 

I " 

. ' "Reading is a bi-partisan issu~.. We think it is\import~nt to help c~i~dren read well and' " 
mdependent1)'~ We can do that by ralsmg standards f9r all chIldren and glvmg them the extra help 
they need to, become good readers that the America Reads Challenge would provide. Trying to 
. stop the voluntary national tests and the reading initiative is hardfy the right way to help any child 

become a better reader. \. 


'I 

. I 
"We need to pass abi-partisan bill for our Nation's children. We will continue to work 

closely with the Chairman and the Committee, and w~,urge them to work with us in this bi­
partisan process. 'We continue to be optimistic that congress will do what is right for America's 
children."',. \ 

' ",### ' , 
. I 
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600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.; S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202 . . I 
Our m[ssion is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the NaHon. 
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·STATEMENT FROM CHAIRMAN BILL GOODLING (R·PA)
, . , . . I· 

ON. FEDERAl... EDUCAlflON TESTS. . 
AND MARKUP OF THE "READING EXCELLENCE ACT'" . I, 

"Knowing the P~esident shares our interest in l new reading progra~ for America's 
, . . I 

. children, I was prepared to tiave the Commiuee mark :up a Republican ,literacy iniLiative today, 
However, because of the Administration's continued ~ltelllpts to forge ahead with federal . 
testing despite the objections of the U.S. House of Representa(ives. I have stopped this' 
Committee's work on any reading initiatives. 'i . . I 

1 
.. As I have said on many occasions, President Clinton's plan for two new federal 

education' tests will not boost the academic perform~nd,e of a single American chUd. . 
Americans should not be misled into lhinking thRtmor~ testing will lead to better students. 
The Pl'esidenl's planisa waste of taxpayers'money arid wili not do anything except increase 
federal involvement in our scbools,· The Adrriinistrali~njs trying to set national st.andards by 
hastily developing new tests in Wasbington. Tbat is ill ~uge folJy. The President should bait 
the u.s. Depaltmentof Education~s obnoxious attemptS to implement federallesling without· 
Congressionalapprovlll,' \. . 

" . \ ' .". 

"We strongly support high ~cademic stan~"~'tds,lbut strongly oppose new national rests.' 
House Republicans would rather send federal dcillars to: the classroom,bolsterbasic academics 
and seek ways to iQcrease parental involvement," 1 

. \ . 
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~~I~,;. . \<~~,~~~.::~ 
..'iDear~2~: ,,,, '.'.", < , : " \' ~ '.&>.... >:;t~~ ~~ , , ' " "" ' ~ '" (u0" ~ ~I' "J:( 

:I am pleased to respon~',to your lett~ ofOctober 1, 1997. I'regret that you ~ave\een misled by,,-lV ,~~~..) 
press account of the meeting held by the Council for Basic Edu,?ation on September 22 and 23,:6~-? @lj,S1 

. ,8Jld ~ha~p~ to take this .,?p.e~~~ty to provide fac~al information about the ~eeting .. I ~ dAf ' 
;sendmg a similar reply to ~~.. ' , , . I < ",. , \' • ~ 

' '.,< . ", i . '. 
While the meeting '\Vas held at the Four Seasons Iiot¢l, the meeting participants did not stay there. 

.. ,.They stayed at the Georgetown Suites at a c~st ofSl~4.00 per night, which IS the standard 
"~~ 

1"" 
. . ,governrnent rate for Washington, D.C. The meeting ~ conducted at 'the Four Seasons because 

.\" • 

'~"." the Georgetown Suites did not have conference roorris' available, the Four Seasons is within , 
, < 

'.. , walking distanCe ofthe Georgetown Suites, and the 'Flour Seasonsptovided meals for conference 
participants at rates comparable to other hotels, but with a lower service charge. The hotel 

. aCcommodations and meeting cOsts were well within *stablished·govemment rates and do, not , 
,.represent an eXtravagant cost to the taxpayer. \' '. , 

'The Acting Deputy Secretary ofEducation, Marshall S. Smith, did not attend tile meeting or 
" 'J)rovide instructions tothe·participants. The panelists\it the meeting were selected solely by the 

'·Council for Basic Education ,without the involvement ?r participation of the Acting Deputy 
Secretary. '. i 

.:>Finally, the ~eeting w~ planned, ~oun~ and 'held '~rior to the decisionby the Department to 
cease temPorarily the contractor's work on test iten:t development. The meeting was attended by 
:60 peOple at costs ofS13;654 for meals, rooms and cohrerence space; S7,600 for transcription 
services;S7,35? for stipen~s to panel.ists~ and appr~xi+ately SlO~OOO in trans~o~tioncos/s.;rhe" 

. Department estunates thattheconp-actors have o~ligat~ approxunately.S3 million on the' " 
development of the voluntary national tests. ' " ,. . .' I . ' •• ' ' e. ~ ' . < ,,' , , 

• \ < < ~<O~~'C4- ", 

.•. I hope this information is U$eful. 
, 

,\
I 

•.~,vl'k.·~\~' 
..'v.~.-t e..i, " 

, . .' Yours. sinCerely, . . iJJI.D'{- .. ' " 
" '. ..\ . .. ,( 

. .- ,.,:,' . " 

,., . 'l 
. " . 'i ' , ,'- . 

. "Richard W. 'Riley 
. " 

" '~ 

, ' 1< 

" .:', ,,-.,,':." . 
", . 

, ,.-!, . 
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"." , 

.:SeCretmy Riley . '. " '\ 
.October 1 '1997 . . . '. . '. . . " . ' 

Plae2i ~,~~• .m~Lm~Yo.-LF~ ftMD 
. ,,:v 'undercut the cOntrol of schools by panxi1s, teachers,.and\local boards. ·.This will occur, . 


'. L....... ....: I'zed ~"... =__':"'1.:1 will dri 'cut --'" . .. 1.....4:......
~; . ~:.'2~ .uauQDILI --..... .....ylUW Y . vo cum . 11111 lUlU iDstnJdiOD, .............. ·to·a . 
F' ..·;·+?~.Dationai cmicuhun dMigned in Washington. .Such a naticmal cunicuimn depriviDg fam;iies of 
f . -:S·~~tlJeir'rjpt to sbapeed:ocation It. the local. level. 'M)uld be"~ ~. . .' " .. 
r~. ~ , 

. ; '. . . . . .~: '. . '. ", '. " " . \ ,:', '. '.. . 

'. .',:.,:': 'Second, schools ~ administer many ditfaent\ tests, .Our studeuts need more 
':..~~~~wled&e, DOt simply DlOIe ~ ""'~" ': ',' " .':~l: '~' , . . 

" " . FiDally, the \lie of'1uzzy" math, or whole math, ,in thcproposed tests alips the . 

·tmepanmem with yet another educatioDal ~ ODe ~ with falliDg tat scores among 


. . Defense Depa:rtment students subjected to suCh teaching mdhods IiDd curriculum. ' 


. . '.. Please provide detailed ~~thefollowiag JuestionS by October 7, 1997: 
. " ..\ 

. . . Did 1he Deputy'Secretary in fact reject the idea of ~ test deYelopment until ' ' 

'Congress bad'settled the _1 What was the total cost (~lUding all expenses) associated .'. 

~with the mCdiDgs beld at The Four Seasons Hotel on Septehmer 221iDd 231' Wbat:will)'Oli 


.'do' to assure that the tixpayerS arc riot billed directly .Or ~. for1he cost of these 

. . :,~How much bas the Department expended to date\on the development of 

. nationWide individlljUmd testing? <, ,. .' \ . . '. 
 ",': 

Thank youfor your immediate attention ~ these ~. 

\ 


..Sincerely, 
' 

\
\ . 

, I 

',. ,'" 

'".. 

,;.' 
~" . 
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~riJ~fQN'~~SC()NtAAtTdt{s DIS 'CONGRESS . 

, ~ 
:",., 

, .". ..' : ,," , '. . .' ..'.. . . '. . ';) :~.\t.f.f{ ;:k. 

I!£Sut~~~=!~=~ S~!£~::~~~~~~~· 

.;' ;. wailHhe ,Clinton administration to ,it-would .tleast PUI ill COnU'lCtOD doiq.'. _.' .• ::, ...\i ~ '. , , 
,'. ,', , contimle, in the coune it'abeeD on:' on hold while it seeb towod: with Smilh'i .. FoUy, ai' lOme '~ HiD~' 

c:oJ1811'UctirJ u:sts orfUZzymarh and .' Coqraa. But no. . , . .. dwdlen tam· the 'teitiDt scheme, 
whole JIDiuaae with the help' of· Last week,. Gtoi,etoWn'li pOIh continues at flank speed. 'They're 

.. c:ommittea and ~1I'IICt0l'B picked Four Seasons HoteJh08led a two- ltickiDa thcirfinaen inourf:yeiJ;" . . _..c_. __~ 
, bylbe EduCation Deparuilent iiom day meetin. of tat developers aodcom~ a HOUle ~Soineone~·-:~-

rheheart ofrhe public school estIIb- .severaI dozen -ad'Vilen" ~_',ened_-81-deft-8l-edUciiioD,politiCl as ' . '. . 
lishmeat. ", ' "c. ,'", ,~__.-.:.:by-rhe·CouncirforBiiicEduC8tioD, 'YdIiam Jc&nonOintOn miabl be . 

T_' <,., ~,l':;-·e,.;.;.o_ hieb eta 'd fa :ced '- ""- B th,_"~7'UI-;:recent~~~__~:we .:JQUIt~ w ltaD.to earn a b ysum .. r ~ to _ow ug...... '. Ul to. 
-c;--- ­ I~, .' voted 87-13 to"i."e:UBigD the latina ita part in the SI3 million contract admini8tnltion ia IettiGI c:oCty. 

veaair(to In independent board, now in force. When Ilen'OUI panici- Conarea is scared to fiahl back. The 
, while the House voted 295-120 to panta ..ked the Education ,Depart- contractorl ~ gen:i.ng 'paid. The 
call· 8 hall to the whole thins. :You ment if maybe the mcetiq ouaht hotel weJcomes the buainesa. And 
miaht. SUppOSe the White House-- not be deferred until Coqres5 we foot die bill, 

'4fniE~'sT.ViDAm ~;'-1'" ,~ 
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The Honorable Richard W. Riley 
SecretarY otEdw=atiOD 
600 Independelice Avenue, SW 
Washington. D.C. 20202 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
t 

We are writing to urge you., in dIe stroDg~ term.s, to SUSl'end work immediately on the 
l1aIioDBl readiDc and math tests. We were sbocke4 to learn that the Depanment is hastily 
anansing field. trials for t!1ese controvmial fc4eraf tests. To be truly infoIlIlaTl'Ve aDd bonest. and 
nor merely cosmetic. yt:1U.'t e.DI1ounced deeision to ~ 1CSt development must eover Ml ongoing 
work by !edcml employees, contracrOrs, aDd advisbrs on this ill-coDcei\'ed ,Project.

I 
I 

In commen.rs to the media Wednesday. octOber I. your'spokesperson acknowledged that , 
, the Depanm~t Is actively recruiting schOQl districts an" ptlDllLing for the admimstrat:ion of field 
tests of these federal exams. ID other words, the DJpamnent is moving ahead at full speed., even 
as ConlfeG ~OASidm whether to authorize this project II alL 

, 	 t 

I 
We CIDftOt reeoneile the Depanmenfs ru.sh to be;ln. field tasting given your announce--

JDent t.bIt te:St 4eveJopnent is being halted until Co~ settles this, contentious mlftft'. First, it 
would appear that tbe -sUSP.enSionD in development ~e oniy'8iter the Depai1mmt, i~ 
contractcJrs a.Dd actvisors bad completed subStantial tork on teSl design. Thus, substantially' all 
that could be accomplished in developiDg mese tests, seemillily was accomplished. Arid, all that ' 
remains is to send the ipeGmcations to the C:OltQ'actDt \\'ho ".,11 write the tests. Now. we leam 
that the Departmtmt. armed. with specifications tor thl~ test writers, is plowing ahesd 'to rec::ruit 
SChools and plan field trials. \ 

, Uyou are wining to pvc d.te American peopl~ aad CongJes3 a good faith opportunity to 

coDSider this isS'1.ll:, tben. you must suspend all activi~ on teSts. and you must do so now. 

As. you know, our view istbat de\'eloping nauloal. iadlviduali%ed swdeDl tests is ....boUy 
iDapprDpriale for tbe federal rov,!'DIDeDt. Such teftS ~ll drive curriculum and instrUctional 

. . 	 decisions, leading 10 a natioDll curriculum which displaccspamns and school lmards and 
replaces them with bureaucrats making vital decisionslabout education. A Wall Street 19l1tJJN/ 
NBC News poll revealed thar support for the Pre5ide:n~'s national tests fell to 1«5 than SO Fcat! ' 
whm respoDd.eDts lQlDCCl that the federal govermnc.ut ~u1d be iIlvolved iD. esta.blishins the . 
~ and readiDg exams. I 

: 	 \ 

\ 

\ 
....~t~.oIEII 

\ 	 PI=l'iE.02 
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Secretary Riley 
October 3,1997 
Page 2 

~re. sundard.ized exams are readilYj3.wiLable to stites and school cliSlricts and. 
aheady caD p.ro\'ide a buis for national eomparisoD.I Many states have in..-ested substantial time 
lAd money in developing their 0'WIl system ofachieyement tests involviD,e l'arenrs, teachers. and 
local schools in the process. For Wasbiniton to de'Ylelop a wforDl. federal math test is like the 
TranspolWiol'l Departm8Dt decid.iAg to oeate a one-:siu-fits-lill. nationalized passellger car. 

,j . , 
The Depar1me.JJt should halt all work on nadooal StUdeD't testi.Dg. It would be an 

unauthorized. POWBf grab from parents aDd taXpayeri [0 rush these teS!S Wo sdwols before the 
American people hlve a fair apponumlt)' to c:on.si.daj the 4WlY consequenees of fedcra.li.z:ing 1bis 
facet afP\lblic ed.uwiaD. , l 
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JOHN ASHCROFT 
MISSOURI 

1anittd i'm¢S ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2504 

October 3,11997 

I 
I 
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The Honorable Richard W. Riley 
I 

ISeeretary of Education· I . 
600 Independence Avenue, SW i 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear .Mr.Secreta.ry: 

I 
I am writing to W'ge you, in the strongest t\.."tmS, to suspend work immediately on the 

national reading and math tests. I was shocked td learn that the Department is hastily 
arranging field trials for these controversial feder~ tests,· To be truly informative and honest, 
and not merely cosmetic, your announ~· decisio~ to cwtail test development must cover !U 
ongoing work by federal employees, contiactors. ~tld advisors on this ill-conceived project. 

In comments to the media Wednesday, OC~ber 1, your spokesperson ack110wledged 
that the Department is actively recruiting school diSll'icts and planning for the' administration 
of field tests of these fed~ exams. In other wofds, the Department is moving ahead at full 
speed, even as Congress considers whether to a11tf0fize this project at all. 

I cannot reconcile the Department's rush tp begin field testing given your announce­
ment that test development is being balted until Congress settles this contentious matter. 
First, it would appear that the "suspension" in de~clopment came· only after the Depamnent, 
its contractors and advisors had completed subsuuilial work on test design. Thus7 substantially 
all that could be ac(;omplished in. developing these tests, seemingly was.accomplished. ~ 
all that remains is to send t,be specifications to tlJ contractor who Will write the tests. Now, 
it is learned that the Department, armed with speJifications for thetest writers, is plowing 
ahead to recruit schools and plan field trials. I 

. If you arc vMling to give .the American pJoPle and Co~gress a good faith opportunity 
to consider this issue, then you must suspend III rtivity on tests, and you must do so now. 

As you know, my view is that deVe!opingj1Ilatiow, individualized student tests is 
wholly inappropriate for the federal government. Huch tests will drive curriculum and 
instructional decisions. leading to a,national eurriculum which displaCes-parents and school 
boards and replaces them with bureaucrats mak.:iD.8 vital decisions about education. A Wall 
5treet journal! NBC News poll revealed that supPort for'the President's national tests fell to . 
less than SO percent when respondents learned that the federal government would be involved 
in· establishing the math and reading exams. I 

I 
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Furthcrm.ote. stan~ exams are iFadiJy available to states and ~hool districtS and 
already can provide a basis for national comt*rison. Many states have invested substantial 
time and money in developing their own sy~ of achievement tests involving parents. 
teachers, and local schools in the process. For Washington to develop a unifoIIn) federal 
math test is like the Transportation Departmerit deciding to create a one-size-fits·a11, 
nationalized passenger car. \ . 

\I . 	 . 
The Department should halt all work o~ national student testing. It would be an 

unauthorized power grab from parents and taxpay(;IS to rush these tests into schools before the 
American people have a fair opportunity to corlsider the many consequences of federalizing 
this facet of public education. \ 

\ 
Sin~erdy, 

\ 

\ 	 '. 

~~~".~ .... 
~\Ashcroft ' 
Unit~d States Senate 
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(:oundl Jbr Basic 'Education Oerohe: 2." 1997 

clniiUllpher T. en,. 
PTrsidetJl 

Mr. Jonathan Last 
, The Weeld}'.StamiarQ 
1150 - l'r"Streer, N.W. 
Washiagu:m., I). C. 20036 

Dear Mr. LaSt 

. 'This tCl%el is in response tg the O=ber 6, 1m article entitled "C1imon's Contractors Dis Congress.'" I want 
to clarifY somemisunderstandin~ about the advisory panel meeriDg fbr the voluntary national tests tha.l was held 
Set)tc:mber 22 and. 23 in Washington, DC. . 

To cOIftlCt the amcll,'s first iDaccumcy, not one single panelist Who serves on the two advisory panels fOr 
mathematics and ra.ding stayed anile Four Sessaos HoUlJ. Panelis1s smyed. at me QeorgetDWD Suites, whicb henol'S 
the government nm:. The FoUr Sea:sODS was used. ODly for meeting space and. meals. Meal costs at the Four Seasons 
were quite camparable to costs at other bale's-and. tb.ese:rvic;e cha.rge was less. 

Asecond inaccLirru:y iii the amcle.st:ams that parliciplUlm were nervous about the timing oftbe met&s- prior 
to congressional approval. As CBE rearuited panelim _ later advised thc::m ofthe rnc:ctlng dale, there was no 
in.clicariol1 from the panelists ofany DerV01lSiI1aSS about lobe tim.U2C ofibe lC.eadnS- Rather. CBE was struck by1hc 

, enthusiasm tlwthe paneJists "oiced in participattns ill this effort. During the m~& advisory panel members were 
actively engaged. ir1 substantive aDd pmdu.ctive dlscourse. ContrarY to the assertion thatme "testing scheme continues 
a.t tlank speed", muc.b ofthe work, includirlg our ow:a, Is OIl bold pencliag congressioaal resolution ofthe isaue. 

Fiaally~ CBE took tremendous car= in bringing to the table a diver.ie group ofiodlviduals to senie on·the two 
panels. Ensaring that participants brought various views amd perspectives to the disc:ussion was essential; CSE made 
sure that lhfs occLan::d. For O'XIImple, d:l. p~t of SBXDIl Publishers and I member oftbe panel thai: produced the 
M8SS4chusetts Euglish language arts sl:lUldards serve on the panels and stb:Qded 1he me=ting. Each ofthese panelists 
repreSeDtS a traditional, basic skills approach to reaching a:u.d lea.miJ1g. 

While CBE""s costs and overhead formaaagememofthetcclmical panels are Indeed reimbunCd by1bc 
government, as a Don-profit, we do aot-earn a tidy sum." In filet" virtually all of' our overhead c:ostS are used. to 
support our mission ofa.4'Yocating a sttong liberal al1S education for all children.. Our belief in thaI prinl;iple,·and in 
the heed fDr pl.R!:ntJ co have decent infannation abouttbc educa:ion their children rer:eiye~ bas tD.adva~d our 
participation in 'this effort.. i 

. The Councilfor Basic; Educ:ation has always prided itself on its independenCe and insistence UpOI1 axcctlclI1ee. 
CBE ma.imai.n~ its adhcrc::nc:c to t:hc$o priD.eiples_ 'rho ma:tlns held on September 22 3ftd 2.3 is consistent with these 
principles aDd should not be l;.Qosidered eJ:hcrwise. . " . . . . .. 

~.inc
~:x~ -ChriStOph T. Cross 

1319 F StrC'et:; N.W,· Suit-=' 900 Washingt~n.p.C. 201)04 ~el~: (202) 947..<\l71 Fax: (202) 347-5047 ;,"mail: intQ@('~b-e.l')rr 
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Dc:v Nt. Last 

'tills lcIII::r'k fA n:spanse fa die 0cIDber" 1991111tida catidod "C1IaICia~c Coalu'tOtS Dis ean&nss.- I ~ 
r.o olcify a=emisaddcm:aDc1iDp ~fbI.~ paI!II!I JIICCCfag fb!' lb. volwodary Dlliaaal1BSl:S"'was betd 

S~_21_23 in WublogfDD.OO. ; 


To COliN dI.e ctic1o·s fir.ot ie.~. aat cmc'"padIst'"AMI_ Cbc 1M I4Yfa;cxy paBfs fbr, " 
rn......aric$.t...sine ~ Ildie FoIIrSamu Hotd.. PlM1hzs ayat.Gut OooIpraMl Sllftc:s. widell ~ 
me ~ .... 1bc FoUr S......tried., fGr """CdG&tpr.CC andlllc:als. Mal CDIiIS." Fwr Sct.snps 
'<IWa'O qata:. c:aI1IpInblt to CGi:SU Itat.-b.orall tad die ~ dLQp wu ten. 

·A secan4 ~ ill.... atidastIleS _ partic::fpIImt we.rc a&::I'¥DItI ....tiat.iac er1ko mectiq-~ 
'CO cOciIfIlSfaaallpOvaJ. As CBS iOOiIiailad ,...U... IIfIroCvisccl1flcm arfllalDa::da&cf.ate, IDeM$ u, . 
iadjeetinn f:roal1be plnelis'cs of.,.~ IIboat cia timiDc .tiI.:; IIIoCCIiq. lldH:r. amwultnlck by tbc' 
~ tbltltlt: PlDclim voiced ..~ ia. tIdI cf:I'act. Du:drc tbo aaMing. adrimr)' ....lmemben 'ItInI 
adWct,y ~ I:D subs'awi\'e ucI prodaaiva ~ Coauary fA die 85SCttioa. Cba!ttlu: ~ s:c'bam= CGn1iAueJ 
II fI&Dk $'pCfICl'"'. 1Ducb ofths -me. tD.eludiDi: ow Gvi'a.1s CIlbold par.ding ~ ratolUIicIG Gf'the is.iuc.. I 

. . , 

Fiaalb'. CBE took crcme.ndrnlS CUD ill =siaI to tk table: .. diwtse group ofiodiYiduals 1D Ia'VC Oil tbclt'9t0 
paDels. En:nri:DS that pal'l:icipaals brought variOTlS vU:ws aa4 pcaspccd.ve:5 1D dae 4l$1::ussioA was cssc:nt:ial; ~. 
sun: Ibinttls oc::c::umd. For n:amplo. dIa precidcar ofSaDD hhtisbcrs an4 "mem_of•• panc10u1l prod! 11= 
Massa.chUSDD EagUsh Jaaguagc II'tI fCI1IdIrds serve all dae pIIIC1:s aa411ltc11C1ecS the lIu:ctmg. Eadl ar t2aase paacUsts 
~c:s .. uadiI:ioDat, basi~ skills approach (0 v=.addDg aud learning. 

'While CBE·,. costs and overhead for \'Ilaaa.s== of'thc l:ChDica1 panels are indeed. reimb~ by tbc= i 
govc:nm:lCDt, as a aon-profit.. wo dQ aot"'cam a tidy sum,." tit t'&c::t. ~l)' all ofour ovC'lbcad CQ'!RS &Ie used to 
support ow ftJ~n ofadvoazias A SUO", libcrU atI:S odIu:ocion for all cbildren.. Our belief in 1hat prioeipte. and in 
!he D~ r.x pa.n=1:S 10 ha.ve dc:ccnt Ir4'ormation abouUbe edacation d1eir c:b:Udta M:eivc., has 1:Jlodvlced oar : 
partic:ipllion iD 1hJs effort. I 

The Council for Sasic:. .EduCation bas alW&)S prided itsl::lf on il$ i"d.ependence and insist:eaO'; upon exc~lIcnce. 
CBE rasinlaiAs iI::s ildhC1"lmcoc &0 d\l::::sc; priaciplcs. no ~ held ,OIL S~bcr22 mel. 2.l is consi~~th ~esc 
prillClpln IIl'lCI should 'fto.: be ccmsidc:rCcI ~. . i 

lSl9!' Sc.rft1. H.W. - S~i(e 900 Washlnpn. D.C. 200CM Tel: (202) S41.,U71 'az.: "(to!! 'f1-~1 coma": in Oc·~.oo: 
• - .... ,. , _ft' -,___" ........ ~
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I 
For Immediate Release Contact: Steve H.ilton (417) 881.706, 
Thursday. October 9, 1997 Greg Harris (202) 224-4S8~ 

Foes of Federal Student Testin~ 

Gain Support in the Senate 


Memo to States.Linkedfroposed Test, Federal Funds 

WASHINGTON •• Federal education officials already are linking supposedly "voIWltary" 
national student tests with billions in funding for local school districts, U.S. Senator John 
Ashcroft (MO) disclosed today. 

Ashcroft also said that opponents of testing in the Senate have secm-ed 35 signers on a leuer 
to Senate and House negotiators that endorses a House·passed ban on national testing. Three : 
weeks ago, in a roll call taken on a hurriedly drafted compromise. only 13 Senators voted against 
national testing. In the House, a veto proof margin of 295-125 voted against national testing. , 

Ashcroft said the gain in the Senate shows that the President's plan for testing 4th and 8th· 
graders is similar to his failed plan for extensive federal control of health care: "The more ' 
people learrl about testing. the less they like it." 

At a news conference with Chainnan William Goodling (PA). Chainnan of the House 
Education and Workforce Committee, Ashcroft said a September 16 memorandwn reveals tha~ 
Department of Education officials are willing to use the leverage of Title I funds to gain I 
acceptance for proposed national tests in reading and math. The memo from the Department tp 

Chief State School officials says the federal agency will accept the national tests as an adequa(e 
assessment of the proficiency ofTitle IJeduC81ional1y disadvantaged students. 

Ashcroft said: "This offer is wholly inappropriate. First. this demonstrates how desperat~ 
lhe Department is to gain acceptance for these flawed federal tests. Second, use of the tests is, 
being linked directly with federal funds. Today. use of the tests for Titlel students is 'pennin!ed: 
It is only a matter oftime before the tests will be required." 
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Ashcroft also rejected claims by Education Secretary Richard Riley that the Department ~ 

slowed its work, and awaits a decision by Congress. "The Administration is moving ahead. at full 

speed on testing. There clearly is nc halt in the Department's stampede. Test design has been! 

completed. The tests are being offered as a way ~o comply with Title I assessment requirements. 

The Department is actively recruiting schools to use the tests. Stalements that the Department i 

has suspended test development until Congress resolves the issue are patently misleading. Th~ 


Administration is rushing ahead at full speed [0 establish national testing before Congress and the 

public have a reasonable opportunity to consider the dangers to American education." 


Title 1 funds are the largest single source of federal support for elementary and secondary 

education, accounting for 57.3 billion in fiscal 1997. The funds are to be used to help 

educationally disadvantaged students. . 


The President seeks to establish national tests in reading and marh. for 4th and 8th grade 

pupils. Ashcroft, Goodling, and other opponents of federalized ·testing oppose the effort on 

several grounds: 


For example, use of a national test 'Will drive teaching methods and content. leading to a 
national curriculwn set in Washington. Control of education by parents, tcachers, and 
community school boards 'Will be displaced by bureaucrats in Washington; 

The history of federal efforts to set instructional standards is one of failure. National histob 
standards were killed by the Senate because they were "politically correct:' omitting such fig~es 
as Paul Revere. Thomas Edison. Robert E. Lee. and the Wright brothers. The proposed new I 
math test is based on "wholc math," which emphasizes the use ofcalculators and devalues i 
computational skills. Student test scores fell immediately when "whole math" was imposed by . 
the Administration on Defense Department schools. 

Attachment 
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E Congressman

* LINDSEY GRAHAM1M Third District, South Carolina 

S 1429 LONGWORTH BUILDING· WASHINGTON, D.C 20515 • (2Q2) 2.2S-5301 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Kevin Bishop I 
Oc[ober 9, 1997 (202) 225-5301 

I 

Graham Urges President Clinton to Back Off Veto 
Threat Over Federal Testing Standards 

I 
WASHINGTON-- u.s. Rep. Lindsey Graham (R·SC) today made the following statement $out' 

President Clincon's threat [0 veto the Labor-HHS appropriations bill unless it contains funding for fedttal 
testing. Graham is a member ofthe Committee on Education and the Workforce. : 

l 

"1 think it is irresponsible for the President to threaten a veto ifhis fedt!ral testing plan, which ~ 
very little support in Congress. is not included. The House ofRepresentatives voted by a veto-proof mfu'gin 
in favor of the Goodling amendment to prohibit the use of federal funds for national tests. 

"Everyone agrees that our nation's education system must be improved. but I do not believe th,t a 
new federal testing program will accomplish that goal. I strona1y support the need for high standards f0r 
America's students. However. that is not the issue ofconcern. The central issue is an unneeded federally­
developed national test to obtain high standards. 
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For Immediate Release Contact: Steve Hilton (417) 881·7068 
Thursday, October 9, 1997 Greg Harris (202) 224·4589 

Foes of Federal Student Testing 

Gain Support in the Senate 


Memo to States Linked Proposed Test, Federal Funds 

WASHINGTON -- Federal education officials already are linking supposedly "voluntary" 
national student tests with billions in funding for local school districts, U.S. Senator John 
Ashcroft (MO) disclosed today. 

Ashcroft also said that opponents of testing in the Senate have secured 35 signers on a letter 
to Senate and House negotiators that endorses a House-passed ban on national testing. Three 
weeks ago, in a roll call taken on a hurriedly drafted compromise, only 13 Senators voted against 
national testing. In the House, a veto proof margin of295-125 voted against national testing. 

Ashcroft said the gain in the Senate shows that the President's plan for testing 4th and 8th 
graders is similar to his failed plan for extensive federal control of health care:. "The more 
people learn about testing, the less they like it." 

At a news conference with Chainnan William Goodling (PA), Chainnan of the House 
Education and Workforce Committee, Ashcroft said a September 16 memorandum reveals that 
Department of Education officials are willing to use the leverage of Title 1funds to gain 
acceptance for proposed national tests in reading and math. The memo from the Department to 
Chief State School officials says the federal agency will accept the national tests as an adequate 
assessment of the proficiency of Title I1educationally disadvantaged students. 

Ashcroft said: "This offer is wholly inappropriate. First, this demonstrates how desperate 
the Department is to gain acceptance for these flawed federal tests. Second, use of the tests is 
being linked directly with federal funds. Today, use of the tests for Title I students is ·permitted.' 
It is only a matter of time befOre the tests will be required." 

-more­
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AShcroft also rejected claims by Education Secretay Richard Riley that the Department bas 
slowed its work, and awaits a decision by Congress. "The Administration is moving ahead at full· 
speed on testing. There clearly is no halt in the Department's stampede. Test design has been 
completed. The tests are being offered as a way to comply with Title I assessment requirements. 
The Department is actively recruiting schools to use the tests. Statements that the Department 
has suspended test development until Congress resolves the issue are patently misleading. The 
Administration is rushing ahead at full speed to establish national testing before Congress and the 
.public have a reasonable opportunity to consider the dangers to American education." 

Title I funds are the largest single source of federal support for elementary and secondary 
education, accounting for $7.3 billion in fiscal 1997. The funds are to be used to help 
educationally disadvantaged students. 

The President seeks to establish national tests in reading and math, for 4th and 8th grade 
pupils. Ashcroft, Goodling, and other opponents of federalized testing oppose the effort on 
several grounds: 

For example, use of a national test will drive teaching methods and content, leading to a 
national curriculum set in Washington. Control ofeducation by parents, teachers, and 
community school boards will be displaced by bureaucrats in Washington; 

The history of federal efforts to set instructional standards is one of failure. National history 
standards were killed by the Senate becauSe they were "politically correct," omitting such figures 
as Paul Revere, Thomas Edison. Robert E. Lee, and the Wright brothers. The proposed new 
math test is based on "whole math," which emphasizes the use of calculators and devalues 
computational skills. Student test scores fell immediately when uwhole math" was imposed by . 
the Administration on Defense Department schools. 

-end-

Attachment 
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UNIl%D STAT!.$ DEPART_NT OF ItnUCATtQN 

o,..,c. 0" JtLllIC&ftTAaY IIoItD aaCOKDA8,Y I:SlUCA'nOW 

T'H:B ASSISTANT SBCUTAIlT 

SEP I 6 IS91 

MEMORANDVM TO CHIEF S'1'AIE SCHOOL OFfiCERS 

Subject: Questiao.t and An~t'$ on [bel relationsbip of Title 1 Requirements to the Nariond 
VolWlIary Test. . 

Ene'oscd. are questions and M.'iwers that clarify the DepartmeDl of' Ed-ucariaD's position on the 
relatioruhip bctw'c:cn me standards and I5sessmczu Icqwrements of TItle I and the proposed 
National VohlJlW)' Tests in redding in grade 4 and maihcma1jcs in gra~ 8. 

[(you need .funhcr clwcatiorl, call Mary Jean LeTendre at 202·260-0126 or fa."'( yout questions . 
to 202..260-7164. 

EnclosU1'1: 

~; Stat-= Title 1 Caordi.na.ll3T.i 

4011CAlTU.IID "VI.• s.w. w~_''"'•. D.G. 30202..100 
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..­
Q, May rile ll.do••1telll be used by the States, 'apa,._.,. ......eulllill.. required uDder 
Title I of ,be EJeaUtDt11)' Ilid Sec••da..,. Educ:adoa Ace? ' 

A. Yel. Title 1 requ.i.rn It State co use dla.Uensins carltenr aod student perfol'l'D&D.ce ~s 
de'Yelapc:d (or aliituden'tl under the OoaJs 2000: Educate A.rrdIrica ACt or UDder another process 
or. a.bsenr such st:lndarcts for all srudmts. (0 develop for children ~ un<fcr Title I c;haJlengiJ'lg 
content and sfUc:lent pmormanc<! sta.ndatc:l.a that refiec' the Staac's cxpc:ct.:ations for all cb.ilc:;1;ren, 
The Slate must also dc=veJop or ndopt assessments aligned with these stimd.vds. Thus. ifa Slate 
detcrmiucl 'dlal the natioD&l tesr,'; ale aJigoe:d wir.b 1M Srau', ttandlU'd5. those rests may bo used 
rOt Title I p\Jll'Osos. Becau.sa ma narJo1ll1 rest! v..ill 'be t.ued oD'Chc c;omenl &arneworks or tho 
Nation.u. Assessment ofEducilliond PmgteS3. they win rellec;t a rw.ionaJ consCDSILS amana 
educators. tcstiae; G::IICpCI'IS, &rid other leaders 011 what cb.i.ldrea shouJd,kDoIII and be able tD do ill 
reading .E.ng.lish II the fourth grad.: level aad U1 mithol'lll.tis:, aJ: the eighth grade leveL We 
therefore expect that the tests gCllmJJy will be a.liped.1With most, itCoot an, States' ef!'oru to 
develop challenging CClDlcnt IiI.n.d performance: Standards in-tbesa subjects" d'le i.nd.jcated grade 
level•. MoreovCf, the aauonlU teST.s ";.11 be: developed. accord..ing to the bi&bA:st l'rcfessioaaJ a.ad 
techn.1c:31 standards; will be ,,-d..'1\inhltered wilil aaommodatioDS for cbildren with disabililies and 
limited E.DgJish. profici.at childrcft; will yield scores aI. three levels of performs.nce; &.nd w;U 
permit scores 10 be d.i$l8sre&al'~ ill ac.cordanc:e with ntJe I pro...i.sioD,l. ~ nadon.al tests thus 
can be aQ imJ»rtaat resaun:c 10 States in ca.n:ying o\.'lt Title ['J ~D1I goal ofholding srudents wbo 
participate in ntll!l I to tM same high sta.ada.rr.b expeal:d. of all studems. 

Q. Will II'. or tbe llaooulleuJ by a Slare fUlly IIIftC itl u ....mea.t obUlldoDI -.aader 
Title!' 

A. For most childrca. Q.IO of tho Albon.tJ le$:i -w;1I meet a St.au:'1 obliplioDS 'lmdcr Title 1to 
asae.ss pc:rform.a.aa:e ilL leading It the fow gmde leYcl a.ad in math at tbc eighth grade level. 
HO"lNe\ler. GODSistel1t with th~ inclusion criteria for the naQanaJ. lests. $ome students wil.h limited 
English pmficiCDCY or wich diubilidcs may DOC be included in the: D3LigaaJ. teStS. Other 
appral'riate 1.lIe.llrZlecrts would Deed to be ad.m..ir.dstsrtd tat rhese sNdont! ill n:wWlaasuage 
artS IUl.cl marA trJ meet the Tirl~ I re~uire:meQts. Moreover. Titlo I nquiJs a.a.nual State 
&s'sCSIi.ItJ,CD'-' in at least rc:ad»lgI1st1&'\IiI&c IllS a£1d millb u. It lciISI QQe: parJr; in eac:.h ofthe 
followiDg c:lusters olpes: V.atfC3 3tbmugb. S; grades 6 thraugh 9; and pa.des 10 througb.12. 
Therefore. other assessments wtnaJd be ~ec:dcd for th, padas 10 tbroup 12 clu.star {fthere 8R 

Titl~ I programs in sebooll s.mial rho. gradc.:r. I.a additiQD, othl!t Slate a.s.sessmc:nts ill ma1h iA 
1he gllIc:les 3 throup S clu.sttr an-i ill readincltanguage artS ira the grades 6 through 9 clu.stcr 
WQw4 be required UDder Title r. 

Q. SiJl~r: tbe fourth grade nanf)aal readJac IClr wiU 'be gl¥ca GDIy .D EDglisb. caD it be wed 
Cor Titl,1 ...aalllcat purposes? . 

A. S1..lU$ genenJly are Tequire4 by Title I to lest all stw:lcnts·-iuc;l~g children wirh disabllitic:s 
aDd limited E:ngllsb pro6c;ent c:;hj(d.rcQ..~i.ure:adinr/l.1llI1J.liC :uu melle i,nrd.c.s seJccfCd rOI 

http:througb.12
http:ad.m..ir
http:Albon.tJ
http:nadon.al
http:profici.at
http:Becau.sa
http:perfol'l'D&D.ce
http:requ.i.rn
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useslmen!. Limiled BABBsll piofici=l ehlldRn are to be assessed, {D the eXh:nt pra.c:ticab{e• .ift 
thclangu..,ase and (orm mo!C likely to yield ICCutlCll and reliable WOI11lA1iOft on,...hat those 
studen.ts know and can do to delerminc rMil mUlcry ot.kill5 iu subjects other than EA.Jish. 
Thus, • Stale: IDay usc • parli~l.1ta.r test. such as the n.ationaJ Rldina Icst, for limirad Eoglish 
proficient c.b.iJd:m for whom th~ \oS( would be appropriata, ~ use other comparable reading 
tcSIa that usess the State's S1Sonl1ards, DI4 would ilc: more apprcpriaJc (or duJd.rca 'Ni1h less 
English proficiency. 

We beiic'Vo that the fourtll &relde t~st ill reading E.agJisb-witb apprupriatllCccnunadatioDS for. 
children wilh disabilities and Jimlred EngliJh profic:ieat chlldIca-'WiU be appropriate for m08' 
fourth grade childml. rnclusion criteria for the tests wiJJ refIeer that judgment. Limited English 
proneicclsrudetll who Olay be t"xcluded &om the national reading teJt~i.O'9 chil~ll who have 
R,c:ived in.rtrw:lioA i.a EaSlish. (or less thaA dvce yca,q··would need to be gi\lcQ fot Tide l 
purposes, anolhcr State rcadlustJaaA1.I.8.I' U\S test in, 10 the l!!X1enl practicable, the 13DgW1&e &ad 
[onn moSt likely Co yiold a.cC\ltalC and reliablo Lnformstion an what they know and C8l'l do. Tide 
I requires tha Stai.a to make C::Vtf'Y efibrt to develop assessments in lauguages other fhan EngJish 
ilS Ute')' are needed :ted d.iree~ the Sem:'UlJy. through 1hr: Office of Bilizl8'Jal Education a.nd 
MiDoriry Language. Affain. (0 a,'\sist the Staas. It their request., iD. identi.fying appropriate 
assessment mcuur:e:s mother lUJguaac.s. The .Depa.rtment is pr-p.uai to provide that a.m!'Wl'-C. 

http:studen.ts
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CongressmanE 

:6 liNDSEY GRAHAM~/ .1M Third District, South Carolina 

,S 1429l0NGWORTH aUllDIt40· WASHIt4GTOt4. D.C 20515· (202) 225·5301 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Kevin Bishop 
October 9, 1997 (202) 225-5301 

Graham Urg'es President Clinton to Back orfVeto 

Threat Over Federal Testing Standards 


WASHINGTON -- u.s. Rep. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) today made the follmving statement about 
President Clinton's threat to veto the Labor-HHS appropriations bill unless it contains funding for federal 
testing. Graham is a member of the Comminee on Education and the Workforce. 

"I think it is irresponsible for the President to threaten a veto ifhis federal testing plan. which has 
very little stlpport in Congress, is not included. The House ofRepresentatives voted by a veto-proof margin 
in favor ofthe Goodling amendment to prohibit the use offederal :funds for na~onal tests. 

"Everyone agrees that our nation's education system must be improved, but I do not believe that a 
new federal testing program ",ill accomplish that goal. I strongly support the need for high standards for . 
America's students. However, that is not the issue ofconcern. The central issue'is an unneeded federally­
developed national test to obtain high standards. 

"The national testing program will direct resources away from improving instruction in the 
classroom. Students are already tested enough at the national. state, school district and classroom levels. 
Our efforts in Washington should be focused on returning to basic academics; increasing parental 
involvement, and sending more ofthe dollarS we spend on federal education programs to our nation's 
classrooms. 

. ';1 urge the President to reassess his position on the prohibition offitnding for national testing and 
sign the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill when it is presented to him. 

"I want to avoid an unacceptable interruption ofgoverrunent services. A confrontation that stops 
funding for the programs contained in this bill would be counterproductive and damaging to the faith the 
American people have placed in us." 

##### 

/
/ 

/ 
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For lma.lediate ease Contact: Stl:VcHlltou (417) 881..1068 
Wednesday, October 1,.1997 Gn:Ig Hams (2Q2.) 22A-4St9 

-- Ashcroft and Goodlin·g:. Test Meeting 
at Pos~ Hotel Wast~ful, Arrogant 

WASmNGTON - u.s~ Serramr101m Ashcraft (MO) ~au.S.lI:prese.ctB.tiveWilliam Goo~ 
(pA). Chairman ofthe ijouse CantJDiUee on Elfueation (Del the \l{arldorce. ",aDt 8ASWe[S'tiom 
V_So Educa1ioc Sectetah' Richard 1U1ey about dislUlbiD&ChcUIllSUncCS SUIIOUDding a -recent 
plalming session fat federalized ~ iests at a 1l2:lCmY hotel in Wa.shingr.on. 

Last Thumday, Riley Tepo~ suspended. work 01'1 rWioDal tests undl CDngress decides 
whether to allocate: moiley for 1he tests.. Yet, it is iepcnted that the Depar:tmct.t held a costly 
plsDlJing session far the rests immediattly pdor 10 the alleged suSpeElSioll- and. thnt a top­
ruUdng official ot'the J:!)eparcment rejected suggeSTions attha session that development be balted. 

.; ~ . 

"We. rauS1: say. it wopld ba\'e be:ea. belter for the COm:n1y1 and cheaper for tmcpa.y=s, ifYDU bad 
called timeout \'tefQ1S The swarm oftest developer:sdescaiclecl for a two-day session at one of the 
espitai's most expensive hotels, !he Fout Seasons. We ce told lbata one-night stay for two people 
there C.05'r$ $370 - unless you want the best v.iew~" Ashcrpfc and Goodlin; wrote in a letter to Mey. 

Ashc::roft and Goo~ asked Meyta repon the.tata!~ost for this plaJm.ing sessioll; what be 
WiJl do to protect tDJqIa¥Crs from tooting the bill far meeting space, lodg1n£, aad catered meals: 
and what the Administlation h:ss Spc:alto date on testiag. ihey questioned the Admi.n.istrafjon's 
good faith in a.rm.o~~ a suspension at the close ofa major work session en tbe project. 

cPethaps the .nexl "~cb. ofexp::r.tS you bring to Wa.sbington coulcl be persuaded ta sf!'Ctle for 
space at a. college CI!II:DP,US. at at the Department itseU~· A..sb.acft cd Goodling wrote. 

. AShcroft 'bas inttoduc~ legislation to bar natioawide tbdi'riduaUzM exams. He opposes . 
'the rem because they Wi', drive curiiculum decisioXlS. undercut c:om:rol by pazenii"i1nd teachen:. 
and 'Will be based. ollSC'Ades:cical1y suspect tb.cories such as ·whole- ma.&h. As.hc:rof\ also bas 
:indicated he will 1ilibuscQ' 1he FY98 spenaing bill for' tb.c l;)qJattment u£EduclDioIl Wlless it 
b8JlS.1imrh for the tests. The ban has bee.n approved by un: House, but rejeeted by the Senate:. 
The issue is in conft:lftSlQe between the Seoa12 and House. " . 

·end· 

AmebmenlS: Lettel't,r):ScCI'etaryRiley; TM WeekJyStmult:vd, Oc:tD= 6, 1997. 
(102) 2u.615C 

OCT 01 '97 ~4:39 

http:exp::r.tS
http:Wa.shingr.on
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The Honorable lUchar~ VI. IUley 
" '. 	 S=reVll)' of Eclucati~ 

600 Iudepc:ndeace Aven~ SW 
Wasb.iq'(ou. D.C 20%02 

Dear Mr. Secretary; : 
. 	 . 

\'IJhen it was announced on Thursday. September' 25, that :tOU had baltec1 te.mporarily 
the Depanmenl's wor~ on the Pn::sic1en~'s plm for rcderalimd lestU:ag of all students. we took 
me QIUlo,*ed s~on as a. aiga of your good faith. 

However. h now appearI the repon.ec1···su,spe.n.sioD" of work came 81 the close of a 
busy and Clostly week. !!esisnm.r teSt de.velopm.Cftt. W¢ must say, it would have been better 
for the countty. and clieaper for wcpayers. if you had)c;aJJed timeoUl before rhe 5'IIarm of leSt 
d~vclopers desc;;eoGecI:! for a two-day sessaan al one of ~ capital"s m.ost o:ltpensivebotels, The 
'Four SeasoDS. We aM told tbS.t a one-aight s1:ay for two people there: castS S370 - unless you 
~l the best view. ~. : ': 

! I 

These meetin~ cast doubt OD the Admini.maticm' c abi1lty to won:. with Co.a.gteSS on 
this iSSue. Please note in me =closed news anicle that. the leSt designer participants in .This 
gQthering clqlres3cc1 their discomfort 8I flying in tb~ face: of CODgressiOrW delibcratians by . 
suggesting tbal1:he meeting be p\I1 off until Congress setr1ed 1he testing controversy. . 
Al:carding to the anie~, yo~ Deputy. Secretary rejecte.d -.AD suggestion QUt of ballet 

. . Moreover, while the expendia:a:e of mIllions ofidollaa for federal testing concerns us 
deeply, the c:xtra~prii::e and anogance of tbjs session!are an aff:o~t to the taxpayers of this 
nation. The taxpayeri, deserve to kDdw 1he cost of tbiJ pshcringon September 22 and 23~ 
and whnt you "Will 40 ~o asw.re that they arc Dot stuck ~ec;tly Dr lndhectly with the costa! 
travel, meeting rooms.: lcdsing. aod c:ateTeci m.ea.I,. P=iaaps the DCKl bunr;h of expct1:i you. 
'bring co Wa.s.hir.agtoD e;buld. be pe:rsu.a4ed. to coucluct the meetings at a. college campus, or at 
the Department its4rlf. , 

The e.xtrava.gaD.ce of !he venue anel the anogance attrlbuced to the Oeputy SecretarY 
. reintorc:e tl'a.e jusd.tiable suspis;ioD helel by Ame:rlc:rm families over federalized SNdCDt tcsts. 

The gavcmment's record in the area of federalized ac:aclemic sm;Qdards i! OIIe of abject failure. 
This new attempt by the Depllt'DMnt to inuucle t\l.rther 111\0 local schools shoulcl be halted 
pe.rma:Dend.y. 

: . 

PAGE. 03 

. ftongt£S' of tbe lInUib ~taId 
liIIabift!ltGn. ;ac 20515 

October 1. 1991 

http:e.xtrava.gaD.ce
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Secre1alY lWey 

O~t.Obc.r 1, 1997 

Pagel 


The Deparbn&:D.l:':; =cperimeuc with natioDWidc testiag is muhiply flawed. Fint. it Will 
unclen:ut the COlltrOJ" af.schoots by pareots1 ~hm. and local boarcbL Thls will occur 

" because nauoJ:Wjzecl t:ese:ing _~evilably win drl'Ve ourriculum aad i'DSt:l'W:tion. teadmg to a 
~onaJ curriculum designed in W~on. SUt:h .. national curriculum depriviDg DlmiLiesof 
their right to shape edu.eatiOJl at me local level would De a disastCl'. 

'-" 

Sccond.,schools ilready admiD.i.:ster mQD.Y different n::ns. Our nudems Deed more 
19l,owledge, Dot s.im.ply mGlV tests. 

FiDal~, me QSC ~~f""tU:z:zy" mmh, or whole 1Il_ in the proposed tests aligns 'Che 
Depa=ClB 'Wi1b yet IDOIber educational tad. ODe asso~ with &lling tm scoteS am~Dg 
Defe:n5= Departmem: smcleDts st1hjec12d to auch ~eac.biDg JIIethads and cmriC1l1um. 

Please provide deWled responses to \he following CSuestions by October 7, 1991: 
, f 

Did the DepurySec:rewy in fact reject the idea of' Cleferrins test development 'WlUl­
Congress bad settled the issue? What was the total cost (inc]uding all expenses) associated 
9ti1:h 'Che meetings hcld'"as: Th= rour Seasons Hotel on SqJ(ember 22 and 2.31 'What will you 
do to GSSUle rbat the taXpayers are 1l0l biUed directly or' indi:recdy for lhe cost of tb.e~e 
meotiD!s? How much 1w the ])cpa:Itment expended to cIiue on the developmen1 of" 
uaUmrwidc indiv[du,Iivd testing? 

Thank you for your Immediate atten1iOD to these matters. 

Sincerely,i 

Ezu=loNfe 
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CLINTON'S CONTRACTORS DIS CONGRESS'. 

I
,anything if dear in .be murky which says talvll8inlJ ahia ill~MguD makes up its mind.' D.:pUIY 
dr:bldC' about n~tlion8t educaaion Yenrur:~ is 'It> lOp' prioriE)' and is Secre.ary Musha.1I Sml,h (wb~ 

. lestia" iI" (hat CoIl8ra;~ doelBlt chrestc.Diol vetoes Jf COQIRI.S killa pitked aUtheac folks) Did: Notbina 
waul the Cinton adminblcation to ir-wouldat ln3, put its coalnCIOrs dojuC. 
continue in the coun-e,il',s been on~ DD flold while it serb (0 wodl. with .Smi,W, FoJJ)', n some HiU· 
COD8Il'ltl:ring taU of fuuy math end Q:JD~SI. Bul no. , dwdle1'3 term lite resDIIS Imemcp 

whole Iinpage with the help of Lan weekI Geo~lownt, posta C'ODrinuet Bt flank speed.. "They'" 
committees aud eMU8(;10" picked POUl' SeasoG$HoteJ '''Heed a \\Vo­ sdelcing their 6pSers in'our cyctJP 

by the Education Dtpanmemlrom dlY'nKelio& 'of lest develepa'i and compillios a House staffer. SomtoD.c 
.be helrc of lite public ~hooJ euab­ JfVerai dozen1ladvilcn" convened as def, at cduauioD politics it 
rimmeDl. by Ihe Council for 8asic Edu(acioft, William Jdferson CliDlOD migbl be 

1ft receal wetks, tbe Senate which llands co carD a ridy sum for e:vptcted fO know better. But the 
voted 87-U' (0 reBuign Iht testing in PUI in tbe $1) million coruacl administralioD ill leuing cocky. 
venlUR '0 a .. independent b031~ now in force,. WhCll nervous partici· OJnpcss'5 IClRd,. fight'mc:k. The 
whik Ihe Hou.se voted 29~·IlO '0, i , pants asked Ibe Bduarion Depan.. conlnClO'1I are selrin. paid. The 
call 8 hah 10 the wbpie Ibing, YOD ml!lll if maylJc the metring oughl boed welcomes the bli8iness. And 
milbl IIIJlp,ose lhe Wbite Hous.e- not be; deferred uDtii Congress we {ootltle bm. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION , 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

t'l.-.' . 

, '~SItPFAX TRANSMIjI'TAL I .... _.' ..- ".... ........_._' 

\ 

To:,_~M~/u...;tC==-;£----IIo,G"...'~~:....I..ttf~·;J::..-----,--__----:...-_""_-.__ 

ORGANIZATION:.;,....'._______'---_____--___ 

PHONE NUMBER:___________...:--_____ 

FROM:_-_~_· ~..,:
~f.2"-SftzJ~~___J.6--1i€t2~·s24_r.;;.....:__---..-_~__ 

PHONE NUMBER:_______"--____..----­

MESSAGE: ____________---",--_-.:...______-­

CONFIDENTIALITY ~OTICE 
f 

THIS TRANSMISSION IS I'N1'BNDED FOR AND RESTRICTED T'O mE NAMED ADDRESSEE ONty, IT 
MAY CONTAlN CONFIDENTIAL ANDIOR PRIVILEGED INFORMATION. IF YOU RECEIVE THIS 
TRANSMlSSION IN ERROR. YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT YOU ARE PROHlBITED FROM READING. 
COPYING. OR DISSEMlNATING mE TRANSMISSION. PLEASE CALL (202) 401-3000 TO ARRA.NOE FOR 
RETlJRJ"i OF ANY TRANSMlSSION SENT IN ERROR n1A.}I.1K YOU. 

: .~. .i 

600 INDEPENDENCE AW" S.W, WASHIl"GTON. D.C. 20202 

Our mission r..s co ensure equal access to education. and to promote educct!Ono:l exceUerice chr0lJ.9oout the Hanon, 
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: COMMfTTEE ON EDUCATION 
AND THE WORKFORCE 
u.s. HOUSE OF Re""lSENTATIYES 

, ••' .... 't9,IlIN _uti --=- Iun.~CI 

WAsHINGTON, DC 20&'~'OO 

Press Release c...c.: J.'1 DIskey 
Sept.. 25, 1m GI' LesUe Fitld 

(ZG) 2l.5-4S27 

ITATEMENT or CIWRMAN ,w., GOODLING (R..PAl 

IN RESPONSE TO THE U.S, DlPART¥£HT or IDUCATlON'S 


TEMPORARY HALT TO ~D2V£LOP~or NATIONAL TESTS 

t , -By tr)'lftg 10 tum oYer the nationallesl project co die National AlRSlrnent Governlng Board, 

B', as plaID II day Ihal ahl CiDtonAdrniftLslnlkln is SCQina';up NAGB co be , nacioDiJ adIool board. 
na,'s che lui &.bing Ibls~country ....nu or needs, bUllbc aerloft searu COnliKeft( wlch UIe 
AcimiDisU'aaun'i new 11l1t.mptl to run locil "hools from Washiftlu:.n. What the U.S. DepanmellC of 
Bducatioa should do is ilap dcYclopmenl of dIe.s.e cues allog~r. J.na1ead, chc DepIJ'l:l:neJU continUa to 
foist poorly dcsigru:d fe4el1l \eN from Washlneton bl&mUclaL~ onIn lncallchMJ~, 

" ~ 

iII'c'a .1so cJar chu chc Admiaislrltion is 'utpendm, till ~.Iopment ill order &0 look load for 
abe House-Senate eo"fercncc. nM CJlnlOD AdmiD.i.tlfllion iI 111'OS1'" to assume 1M' I Stnar. 
Amendrnenlwillioon become law. By uslnl lanl\llgc IUc.h,U 'when NAGS a.ssvmes ita new role' the 
Deplrtment. of Bducad0t:\ is GnCc again nOUling the u .S. H~se of Rcpmeftlauvetl, We w.UMJ '0 SiaM 
firm in OW' opposlti"ft 10 hu fldel'11leaing program. [ccmJder our 2.9$·125 voce to be ""u>·proof. 

\,. , 

'"Tbere i.!l no l\I.PPon (or new 5I:hoolICSU rrom WashiDltDl1. On11,,1'I Allel and 15 of IS,CD) 
0.5. school discric... "ave &lgncd Lip for fbe President'. J'llan.~ Mcanwbilc. me u.s. S1nale has' 
reworked lhe plan. 27 Senators have si,ped a l.ftvr ",but i~, "yea ove 01 every 10 IDI1Dben of the 
House ha...e vexed 10 hall· funding for ir. and a ftI,., poU tflO•• dun 0DJy U perunl or u.. AmeriCan 
waDI Washift&lnn involv.d In ':rclling n... lcats. Isn'llhis cl'QIgh 10 coo.... die AdmInisaarion lbal 
DeW federal U!SlS are I b~ kt~A aNI a wMCt 01 S I 00 ",mion ~f lbetu,.,crs- 1IDODe)'? The Nrion wants 
Gnl'DPton ICftIlC educarktntlde. - not hasEiI), delignrcS Ie&U frOm WaabtacCOll. 1bis Adminiltt.lion u 
dcCcrmined to cuc;unlvc", ch8:..-cenl wnric of ~ 'illeS Ib,. bave developed hi,h Kldernic IftUIdards and 
cals .Uhout Wuhinlton's i.D.liIIrr....nce. This is the Irrolancc or Waabingloa al ..on a,ain. 

IeWe &ltOnal)' ~ blab academic saandard. and ~ c.hDols. but IU'Cngl)' oppos.e new 
educatJol\ ICItt developed b) WuhilJllun bure.aucraas. We I~vld help ou.r IIUde'ID IWD - DOl laSt 
m.n apIA. We wCMdd I'IIftn I.nd doller5 directly 10 &bc clu.roolD t bolAer buie ,cadem1;f and 
nrwe pareml1 cMWe and inYol~ement in OUr se.hools.· , ~ 

Ii' 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION NEWS 

FOR RELEASE Contact: Melinda Kitchell Malico 
September 25; 1997 (202) 40 1~1008 

STATEMENT J;JY U.S. SECRETARY OF EDUCATION RICHARD W. RILEY 
on voluntary national test:specifications 

, . 
The Council of Chief State School Officers and the panel it established have concluded work on 
recommendations for specifications for national tests in:~the basic skills of reading and math. I 
thank them for their h~d work on this very important e~ort. 

. The Administration has proposed that the independent bipartisan National Assessment 
Governing Board (NAGS) be in charge of the tests and I am pleased that the Senate voted by a 
large bipartisan majority to adopt our proposal. I hope and expect that this provision will soon 
be enacted into law when Congress completes work on the appropriations bill and sends the 
President a bill he can sign. At that point, NAGB will a~sume full responsibility for overseeing 
the development ofthe::,oluntary national tests. ' 

; 

NAGB already oversees the widely used and respected&ational Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP). The(NAEP frameworks were develop,ed through a broad national consensus 
process and 43 states Pl¥1iCipate in the NAEP tests. Thl:;. voluntary national tests will be based on 
the NAEP content and performance standards and must pe fully consistent Vlith NAEP. The 
voluntary national tests:can be thought of as individuali~ed versions ofNAEP that, unlike NAEP, 
\\'ill for the first time provide parents} teachers and students with information about how well 
individual students are doing compared to national standards. It is important that Congress act 
expeditiously to ensure NAGB's role in overseeing these, tests. ' . 

Because of its role in o~erseeing NAEP, NAGB is best s\lited to ensure comparability between 
the voluntary national t~sts and NAEP tests. One issue tpat NAGB will need to address is the 
National Test Panel's recommendation that students be p\:rmined to use calculators for the entire 
eighth-grade mathematip test. NAEP permits calculatois to be used onjust over a quarter of the 
exam, In my view, a test of eighth-grade students should measure, as NAEP does, whether 
students have learned h~w to do arithmetic' accurately wi.thout a calculator. But a visit to any 
good eighth-grade classroom \\'ill show students who ha*e moved beyond arithmetic to more 
advanced topics -- and are using calculators to do work ift algebra and geometry, such as finding 
square roots, exponents and other rigorous work. That is why a test of eighth-grade students 
should also measure, as NAEP does, whether students can do advanced mathematics using 
calculators as a tooL 

In order to ensure that te.st development does not proceed: before NAGB assumes its new role, I 
will not forward the test panel's recommended specificatibns to the test contractor at this time. 

. . .1 

\\!hen NAGB assumes its new role, I will urge them to take the steps necessary to ensure that the 
specifications for the national tests are fully consistent with those for NAEP. NAGB will be 
responsible for the final ~pecifications that will guide thelselection of test items. The contractor 
will discontinue development of test items until NAGB has approved test specifications. 

### 
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B1'A"£M~r OF C~ BILL GOODUNG ca~PA) 

IN RESPONSE TO THE U.S. DEPARTMItNT OJ' £l:KJCAT10N'S 


TEMPORAlty HALT TO 1lIE DEVELOPMENT or NATIONAL TESTS
; , . 
! , 

-By trY1n& to tum oYer the national WI. project U) at.e National Auc.urnenl Governing Board, , 
R'e u plala as day IhaL ~ CHntOn AdmiaUlnlwn b sc:uin& up NAGS (0 be l n.aLionalKhool board.
'Tba,',. the \a.n thing this countTy wuu or needs, burEhe Kcloa ~ c:.onalacenc wld\ dle 
Adm.ifl.i.sualiun', Dl;W aw:rnptsto run l~l schools (rom Wu~tOn. Whal the U.S. Depanmanr of 
Education should do is alOp deYclopme.ftt of1chelle tIS" ahosoUter. .Ini1C01d, eM ~an:meslJ continuu to 
foist poorly dc:5igned federal \CSC& from WU,hul&ton bureauCRt'II onao JoeaJ ItCh~1.t. . 

. i ~ 

-"~'I Ilao c:kar dltl 1M AdmiDimalion is suapendin! Wt development io onler IG look good tor 
Ihe House-SenaIC ConkreN:C. The ClinloD AdminillnJion is ltTOClnt &0 W\lme that. Slnace 
Ame.ndmenl 'IIill lOOn. become law. By using lanl\l.,. luch as -when NAGS ~mcs ill new role' !he 
Dcpanmcnt of I!dUtlllon is anu acain flou&ing \hi: U.S, House of JtcprelenladY~,. We iUl\Uld (u slatld 
ftnn In our opposition to his fedenlle.sUI\,I p:rogram. [(Gncider ow 19S-J25 vot,e to be veI()-proof. 

j 

"There is no l\&PPon (or n~ school ~estJ rrom WuhiottOO· Only "f Alles a.nd IS DC IS.oc() 
U.S. IChooI districu have ",ned up for the P~residenl's plan. McanwhiJe. the U.S, SMale has 
reworked !he pl.ln. 21 Senaron have signtd a lenllr aga.l.nst it, seVCD out of every 10 cnemben of the 
House blve vexed to halt fiaDding for ir. and a lit"" poll ShO\lrS dial only Z2 perc.eot of lbI American 
Wa.al 'WiShln&ton in"oJved incrc.Ming ncw tests. lan', cb.i.J e.rI)UCh lO toOvi.bte W Adtrdnisrnlion r.bal 
DeW federal te:sfl are I bid id~A lrut a wasle of 5100 mlllioD oflbe iUpaycrs· mone)'? The nation .IOLI 
common 1Im..~ educ.ar;On Idea - I'W( hucU)' d.~signf!'d reslS from WlIIlu"coli. 'fbi:s AdminiSlJ'IElon is 
dctennifted 1.0 cueunlvcnr d\c:~eDl ""nrlc of46 states Chat have developed hi,b .c.tdemic a&ndards and 
u:su witbo1.n Wa.hingtOn', lar.orference. This:is the .nolancc of WubinaloD It ..fork alain. 

"We aronc1y."'PPOft blah acadevaic Sl.Indardl and beU«.::b:»ols. but 1U'O~ly ~ new 
ecb::aElon IiI::5U 4kvc1ope.d by Wubitr&bJl1 bur~ucn.rs. We should hell' our s:rudInI.IlC:~lfu -IKJI WI 
chIm &piD. We would ("idler atTd dollar5 din;~dy co me cJusroom. bolacr bask I~CI &nd 
int:roaa Plf'elHal cboic:e and involwemera in our IChooll.· ". 
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E X E CUT I V E OF F ICE OF ,T. HE PRES 1D E N T 

25-Sep-1997 07:13pm, 

TO: BALDERSTON A 
TO: cohen m 

FROM: David Stevenson 

·SUBJECT: Re: Q&A's for Secretary's Statement 

September 25, 1997 

Talking points on statement by Secretary on test panel recommendations 

1. The Secretary wants to ensure that NAGB sets policy for the 

voluntary national tests and this test, specifications. 


2. The Secretary wants to ensure, that the voluntary national tests are 
consistent with NAEP. 

3. The Secretary will not forward the test panel's recommended 

specifications to the test contractor. 


4. The contractor will discontinue developinent of test items until 
·NAGe has approved test specifications. . 

5. The Secretary urges Congress to apt quickly so that NAGB may assume 
its official policy role. 



1 lI' .'-. 

September 25, 1997 

Questions and answers . 

1. W~ydid you stop the contractor from developing test items? 

We ,believe that NAGB, a bipartisan body that sets policy for NAE:P~ 
should set policy for the voluntary national tests. To develop test 
items requires test specifications and NAGB is not yet authorized to 
set test specifications for the. tests. 

2. 	 Does this mean~that the test will not be ready in March of 19997 

No. 

3. How long do you expect the delay to last? 

W.e expect .. Congress to act quickly to authorize NAGB to set policy 
for the tests. ' 

4. Why didn't the Department send up legislation for NAGB earlier? 

The Department anticipated that, Congress would. take up the 
reauthorization of NAGB. When this did not occur, the Department sent 
to Congress legislation to change the authority of NAGB to include 
setting policy for the voluntary national tests. 

5. What work will the contractor be doing? 

The contractor will not be doing work on item test ,development. 
The contractor will be planning for the pilot and field tests so there 
will be no unnecessary delays once NAGB assumes its policy role and 
the development of test items resumes. ' 

6. Do you ,expect NAGB to make major changes iri'the specifications? 
How long will. it take. for NAGB to approve the test specifications? 

We expect there will be some changes. We expect NAGB to,'act 
quickly once Congress authorizes NAGB to ~et policy. 

7. Does the Secretary have concerns about the test specifications in 
addition'to his concern about the use of:calculators? . . . 

The Secretary believes that NAGB should set the tF!st speci~icati6ns 
and that the panel's recommendations need to be reviewed by NAGB. 

8. What are the cos~ implications of this delay? 

We are going to direct the contractor to stop this ,work today and 
we need to work with them over the next several days to determine the 
cost implications. 
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President Bill Clinton 
The White House 

l600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington. D.C. 20500-0005 SEP 25 pIoI5:36 

Dear Mr President: - ." .. - ~ _.- -----' ~ -, 
~ ". - - - - _. - - - - ~ , 

In your recent speech before the AFL-ClO, you said,H .. there is nothing more imponant 
for the future of this country than giving our kids a decent education," 

I agree with that statement 100 percent. 

You went on to say, "For the first rime, 4th graders scored above the global average in 
mathematics and science:" 

What you didn't say was that happened because of the efforts of the states to raise their 
academic standards and better prepare teaching staff with some financial assistance from the 
federal government. 

You con[inued with the statement, "1 know all children can learn and [know we've got 
people who can do the job. We've just got to support them and bear down and do more of the 
kinds of things that we know v.rill work." 

That is exactly what I am trying to do, With your shotgun approach -- with a little money 
spread everywhere -- I'm I,eft with $200 million to do the one major initiative you proposed that 
truly makes sense: improvements of literacy. ., 

For $200 rrullion spread throughout the country, I have to design a program that will have 
all children reading-ready by the time they reach 1st grade.! That means intensive pre-school 
reading readiness programs. That means an all-out effort to help parents become the chiid's most 
imponant teacher. Th~t means training and retraining teachers in how to leach reading using 
proven research and methods. That means remedying those children who are presently in 1st, 
2nd. and lrd grades who are not reading at grade leveL 

That's a big order for $200 million. But it is positively necessary to accomplish this before 
we get into the bus;ness of giving students one more standardized test. 

THIS STATIONEAY FIIIJllTEO 0 ... I'AP£FI to.U.O£ OF ~ECYCLEO FI8£"S 



Your Stance on testing is making my job of authorizing an "America Reads" program 
almost impossible, I need your help ifyour most important initiative -- having aU Americans read 
•• is ever going to see the light of day, 

Sincerely, 

i.. ~• I1n 
Y~ 

BILL GOODLING 
Chairman, House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce 

P.S. 1called you last:Thursday to di~cuss the "America Reads initiative.' 

WFG/ts 
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Effect of Delaying All Item-Related Work on the Voluntary National Tests for 30 Days 

With such a delay, the contractor would continue the following work: 

• 	 Identifying and ~ontacting schools for participation in the pilot tests; 

• 	 Gaining cooperation of schools for the pilot tests; 

• 	 Drawing the sample for the field tests; 

• 	 Contacting schools and gaining cooperation of schools for field tests; 

• 	 Sharing information with pilot and field test schools about the tests; 

• 	 Identifying coordinators for the pilot and field tests; 

• 	 Working on their website; . and 

• 	 Identifying alternative methodologies for the linking studies. 

Without a delay, in addrtion to the above, the contractor would also continue this work: 

• 	 Writing items; 

• 	 Assembling test booklets; 

• 	 Convening reading and math committees; and 

• 	 Reviewing items and booklets for content, bias and cultural sensitivity, conformity 
with the specifications, and accuracy of the answer keys, 

Because the contract was awarded 30 days ahead of schedule, a delay of 30 days at 
this time would not affect the contractor's ability to conduct the field tests in March. A 
longer or later delay would. 


