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anticipate is how much fun I'm having.
It's been really wonderful how many
people have offered to give me help and
ideas of what to do.” '

Bruington has been adjusting to her -

new role, spending a . little time
investigating what it means to be a
leader. She peéls back a copy of Donald
Kraus' "The Way of the Leader" to read
a passage she's particularly fond of.
"Organizations and nations prosper or
decline based solely on the vision and
capability of their leaders,” Bruington
quotes. But typical of her low-key style,
she adds: "I like that, but I don't think it
represents me well because it gives too
much emphasis on the leader."
As an assistant superintendent,
. Bruington was fairly quiet during board
meetings. She is a soft-spoken woman,
more inclined to don a long-flowing
_dress or skirt than power suit and heels:

“I'm a fairly casual person,” she said of -

“her style and dress. 'l much prefer to
blend in. I do in fact own a red jacket,
but [ don't wear it very often.”

Bruington comes from Lakin, Kan., a
place so small that she and her six senior
classmates made up the largest class ever
graduated at Kendall High School.

Her role model and mentor was the
district's superintendent, who also served
as her school's basketball coach and
history teacher.

"Boy did he have high standards, and
we were expected to keep them,” she

recalled. At home, on the family ranch,
she completed her chores, mending the
fences and gathering the wheat and corn.

Bruington left town to pursue her
education. At the University of Northern
Colorado, she eamed a bachelor's degree

_in elementary education and completed

her master's in reading/curriculum and
supervision in 1967. She came very close
to receiving: her
communications at Denver University

but didn't finish her dissertation after

moving to California.

She had been teaching first grade in
Greeley, Colo., for about 10 years before
moving to California and eventually
becoming principal of 800-student Trona
Elementary School in the Mojave Desert.
She also worked for the Apple Valley
Unified School District as director of
curriculum before taking the assistant
superintendent job in Santa Paula in
1989. )

Many say Bruington. fits right in with

. the small-town atmosphere. Colleagues

say she doesn't create a distance between
them but rather tries to treat everyone as

" individuals. -

"It's easy to confide because I feel
comfortable because she'll share things

too,” said Glenn Deines, principal of

Blanchard Elementary. "She's not just a
boss. She's a real caring person who has
a family and other things she likes to do

besides go to work."

doctorate  in

Bruington recently attended a
grass-roots Latino Townhall meeting to
hear parents' concerns. As they spuke,

- she stood behind the lectern, diligently -

jotting down notes like a student. Among
the tough issues ahead of her are low
standardized test scores, largely due to

~ the town's blue-collar status and the large

number of children with limited
proficiency in English.

Along with high school district Supt.
William Brand, who has spearheaded a
movement for higher standards,
Bruington is working to hike standards in
her district as well.

She is pushing to have every child in

Santa Paula speak both Spanish and

. English. Her long-term goal is to offer

kids the chance to pursue, a third
language by the fifth grade.

At the Latino Townhall meeting, a
mother asked why her sixth-grade son
still could not read in English. Another .

“mother expressed concern that her

kindergarten child was not challenged
enough. -
Many said Bruington is off to a good

_start just by showing a wxllmgness to

listen.

"She recognizes the vast majority are
of Hispanic background,” said Tony
Perez, chairman of education for the
Latino Townhall, "and it's'a way of
saying, 'l am concerned about their
education as well as everyone else’s.’ "Il
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Computers Key In on Ist-Grade Readers

By CLAIRE VITUCCI

Flrst-graders at Chandler Elementary ‘

School don't have to just look to their
teacher to learn their ABCs.
An - interactive computer program

called WiggleWorks, run by Cal State.
Northridge's campus literacy ‘center,-
helps the 6- and 7-year-olds leamn to read

and teaches them computer skills at the

© same time.

The computer follows along with
what the students are learning in class
and reinforces the teachers' lessons. Then
each day, two students at a time break
away from the class to practice what
they've learned. Co

The children draw and color pictures
they derive from their vocabulary words.
They write stories and, if they can't

pronounce a word from their reading
books, the computer will say it for them.

Of course, the kids go for the
computer's special effects.

"it's fun to blow up things,” said
Jasmine Russo, 7, waiching as the
vocabulary words on the screen blast
apart, allowing her to put them together

- again.

Raelene LaBorico,A a first-grade
teacher at Chandler, the first Valley site

for the program, said when she gives a
lesson she controls what the children are

learning, but when the kids use the

. computer, they control-the extra help

they receive.
. Phil Kligman, director of the CSUN
literacy center, is animated as he watches

the children type simple sentences on the

screen. A teacher since 1970, Kligman
holds a doctorate in education and is a
language arts specialist. Although
statistics are not yet available to tell how
well the computer reading program is
doing, Kligman said he can see student
improvement.
© "We're seeing a great amount of word
recognition, phonics through writing-and
more independent reading,” he said.
“WiggleWorks is funded through
private donations and costs about $6,000
per classroom to get the program up and

running, Kligman said.

So far, only the three first-grade
classrooms at Chandler Elementary
School have WiggleWorks. Three

" second-grade classes will have the

program in September along with
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first-grade classrooms at Abraham Lincoln Elementary School in Simi  Valley. W
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College costs gbing higher

BY SUSAN ' DODGE Higher -
Education Reporter

Tuition and fees will rise an average
of 5.4 percent at private colleges and
universities in the Chicago area this fall,
well above the inflation rate, a Chicago
Sun-Times survey has found.

At public universities in [linois,
tuition and fees will increase an average
of 4.7 percent.

By- comparison, the Chicago area
Consumer Price Index rose 2.9 percent
for the 12 months ending April 30.

The increases continue a trend of

college costs outstripping inflation that
dates to the late 1970s. The average
annual cost for tuition and fees at
state-run universities grew at nearly triple
the rate of inflation since the mid-1980s,
and costs of private universities at nearly
double the rate of inflation, the Iilinois
Board of Higher Education reported last
year. )
That could change at Southern Illinois
-University. Tuition and fees will rise
about 4.8 percent next fall, but the SIU
Board of Regents will vote June 1l ona
measure to tie future tuition, room and
board and fee increases to the Consumer.
Price Index. The board wants to keep the
university “accessible to most people,”
SIU spokesman Jack Dyer said.

" For this fall, Loyola University led the
private schools with an 8.7 percent
increase in' tuition and fees. Lewis
University in Romeoville had the lowest
increase, only eight-tenths of.a percent.

“The bill for incoming Loyola
freshman Melissa Drozd, 17, of Harwood
. Heights, will be $22,031 next year for
tuition, fees and room and board. Living
expenses, books and supplies likely will
bring her total closer to more than
$25,000. . :
Her parents will pay about $12,000

for the year, however, because of a
combination of loans and financial aid
from the university, said Mariann Drozd,
Melissa's mother.

- 1t's overwhelming,” Drozd said. ™I
had always known it was going to be
expensive, but when you actually see the
numbers, it is a little bit of a shock.”

Drozd said Melissa, who plans to
major in biology and go on to médical
school, will have to work part time to pay

“for some of her expenses. ~*She knows it

won't be a free ride,” she said.

Loyola students are facing their third -

consecutive year of increases of more
than 8 percent. Loyola officials say the
university needs the increased tuition
revenue to meet operational costs. The
university increased undergraduate
financial aid 23 percent this fall to $28
million. . -

“*We continue to acknowledge that
there are students who want to attend

Loyola —fine students we also want to .

have here —who cannot afford the cost
of a private university education,” said
Ronald Walker, a Loyola executive vice
president. *“We haven't-deserted these
students. We continue to make
provisions for financial need —and
academic merit."

" Many. other institutions arinouncing
tuition increases say the
revenue helps them maintain educational
quality,

When Northwestern  University
announced a 5.7 percent hike in tuition
and room and board to $25,525 carlier
this year, President Henry Bienen said
the university planned to improve
undergraduate education beginning this
fall. He said Northwestern will enhance
its. study-abroad program, upgrade
computer equipment, revise  its

engineering curriculum and continue

increased’

renovating its dorms.

At the University of Chicago, where
tuition, fees and room and board will be
$30,081 in 1997-98, a 6.1 percent
increase, the administration is trying to
appeal to undergraduates by renovating
the student union, adding new restaurants
and making plans for an athletics center.

Escalating costs are driving more

_students to choose public universities,

said Jane Mason, a college counselor at
Ridgewood High School in Norridge.
“We try to tell our kids not to make a
choice based on price and not to narrow
things down too early, but money
definitely is a factor,” Mason said. A lot
of kids don't realize that they might be
able to get a good deal at a private
university through a combination of
financial aid, work-study jobs and loans.”
College sticker shock hits home for
Mason, who has a $on at Carthage
College in Kenosha, where tuition and
room and board run $19,000 annually.
Her son, Colin, 19, eamns his campus

. spending money in a work-study job. He -

also has a $4,000 financial aid package
from the school, Mason said.

"I worked on campus, my husband
worked on campus, so we encouraged
him to do it because it's a nice
opportunity and you don't have to go far
to get to your job,” Mason said.

Among public institutions, Western
Hlineis University had the largest jump
in tuition and fees —an 8 percent
increase to $3,036. :

Students attending the University of
Illinois at Urbana, the state’s premier
public university, will face a 4.5 percent

" increase in tuition and fees to $4,339.

Room and board costs will bring the total
bill to $9,049.
Back to Main Menull
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million for schools and a $2 billion bond
program.

~ The Speaker’s approach which he sald
would include unspecified teacher
accountability reforms, differs from

Edgar's plan with its provision to give tax. .

relief to apartment dwellers. A
substantial population in Chicago, renters

“could deduct part of their monthly .

housing payments from state mcome
taxes, he said.
. Madxgans plan also would increase
transportation reimbursements to parents
_of private school students, one of his
.long-standing pet initiatives.
" Senate Republicans reacted cautiously
to Madigan's decision to press ahead with

Edgar's proposal to increase the income
tax from 3 percent to 3.75 percent —a
boost that Senate President James "'Pate”
Philip (R-Wood Dale) repeatedly has
characterized as the
in state history.”
A 3.75 percent tax, in and of itself,
doesn't pass. It doesn't get called for a
vote. A 3.75 percent income tax had
better have some pretty damed good
reform in it to even get consideration,”
said Sen. Dan Cronin (R-Elmhurst).
The rough sketch of Madigan's
strategy capped a day that included
intense lobbying at ‘the Statehouse by
teachers unions and the removal of pro

largest tax increasér * (R-Elmbhurst),

~ and con school-funding banners from the

Capitol fotunda after a vandal apparently
tried to take down the anti-tax sign.

House Minority Leader Lee Daniels
still touting his own
competing plan after meeting with Edgar
and other legislative leaders, said few of
his members would support Madigan's
bill.

“*The majority of my members in my
caucus are not in favor of an income tax.
increase,” Daniels said. "Every other
state in the union is looking at reducing
costs, except for lllinois, where they are
talking “about .increasing .laxpayers'
costs." I : '
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Computer in a backpack: Once the expensive toys of
business executzves, laptops are growing presence in the

classroom

- by Katherine Long
Seattle Times Eastside bureau
BELLEVUE - Lindsay Nightingale's

laptop computer is a 6.8-pound rectangle.

of pgunmetal-gray plastic, circuitry,

buttons and tiny lights. It goes with her -

everywhere in its own special backpack.

The seventh-grader is so fond of it
that she even gave it a name: Robin.

- This warm-and-fuzzy relationship
between a girl and her computer delights
educators at the all-girls Forest Ridge
School of the Sacred Heart, a Bellevue
Catholic school.for grades five to 12.
Convinced that technology enhances
learning and concerned that girls were
getting left behind, administrators have
made laptop computers mandatory for
seventh- and ninth-graders. In 1999,
laptops will be required for every student
at Forest Ridge.

"This generation of students needs this
technology now," said Sister Suzanne
Cooke, head of the school.

Once the expensive playtoys of
business executives,
growing presence in the classroom, says
Allen Glenn, dean of the College of
Education at the University of
Washington.

Forest ‘Ridge is part of a. natlonal
52-school pilot program to test laptops in

. students and

“new $750 computer,

laptops are’ a -

schools. Sponsored by Microsoft and
Toshiba, it involves equipping 10,000
teachers with $2,000
Pentium - laptops, -manufactured by
Toshiba and loaded with Microsoft

-Office software. The $2,000 price tag is

a cut rate and includes technical support.

" School officials and parents say a
Snohomish  School District laptop
experiment in fifth and sixth grades,
involving 268 computers, was so
successful this year that it will be
expanded next year. Federal Way. will
double the size of its laptop program at
Thomas Jefferson High School to 100

students next year. Both programs use’

hardware and software provided by
Toshiba and Microsoft.

Apple Computer is also entering the
{aptop market: It is starting to ship its
the eMate, to
schools around the area. Not quite a

‘laptop, the pint-size eMate will use

Apple's handheld Newton technology
and connect to Macintosh or .PC
computers.

The question of effecuvencss remains
unanswered. "Is it helping Kids to do
what they need to do'or is it an $800
pencil?” Glenn asks. "We don't know that

" yet”

Forest Ridge educators don't- need

studies; they think laptops have proved
themselves in the classroom. With
laptops, Cooke says, students "are the
architects and designers of their own

- learning.”

What makes a laptop computer better?
"It's - yours,” said Janet - Graeber,

" director of the Forest Ridge high school.

"You dictate the time and place of use.
You don't have to wait in line (at school
or home) to use the computer.”

For many students, the sense of
ownership translates into an urge to do
extra work, simply because' it's fun to use’
a computer.

Tenth-grader ©  Laura Levings
demonstrates a science report on her
laptop: She drums her fingers on the
keyboard, wiggles the mouse pointer

. across the screen, and her voice comes

out of a tiny speaker while the words

-flash across the screen in a presentation

on the element cerium. It includes
animated figures and sound effects.
“There were minimum requirements,"
Laura explains, looking a little sheepish.
*I decided to make it more interesting.”
‘Before she got her laptop, Laura didn't
like computers. Now, "I don't use my
(desktop) computer at home anymore. 1
gave it to my dad.” :
Students use their laptops to take
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notes, organize their schedules, explore
math concepts and create multimedia
reports. The computer relieved the
tedium of assignments that requiréd the
repeated use of mathematlcal formu
- Cooke says.

You might think that a classroom full
of laptops would be a quiet place, sach
student silently bowed over a computer,

But many class assignments turn into

information-sharing sessions. Students
swap information, lean over each other’s
computers, discuss how to do technical
things and examine the resuits.

“On a recent day in Sue Tumer's
world-history class, students entered
demographic facts about a variety of
Middie Eastern countries into a
spreadsheet, then made the computer
create graphs to show how the countries
differed. The steady clack-clack of

typing fingers and the murmur of voices

-were © sometimes  punctuated by
exclamations of surprise - "Whoa, look at
this!" - as'the computers turned raw data
into meaningful graphs.

This kind of collaborative learning
and teamwork is just what educators like
to see, says Glenn, the UW dean. It's also

. a good sign when the student knows

more than the teacher and the roles

become reversed, as often, happens at

Forest Ridge.

"It's hard to tell who's the teacher and
who's the student,” Cooke says.

Glenn thinks laptops could resolve
concerns about equity - that is, which
students have access to technology and
which do not.

But that's a big if because laptops,
Glenn  notes,- are. "phenomenally
expensive.” ‘

In the small, independent world of a
private school, getting laptops to students
was not difficult. Forest Ridge students
who could afford them were required to
buy the $2,000 computers. The school,
where tuition is $10,000 a year, bought
computers for students who couldn't
afford therh. And it purchased laptops for
all teachers. '

But public schools are constrained by
funds and issues of fairness. Seattle's
Meany Middie School has 117 laptops,
but the school cannot send them home
with students because an insurance

program was too expensive, says Les’

Foltos, director of _ instructional
technology for the Seattle School
District. And Foltos agrees that allowing

~ students to take them home is what

makes laptops unique.
In Federal Way, 55 students at
Thomas Jefferson High leased laptops as

part of the Microsoft-Toshiba pilot.

program. Federal Way School Board
member Ann Murphy voted 'ag_ainst the

‘program.

"In these times when money is tight, is

* this really giving us the most bang for the

buck?" she asked.

Forest . Ridge administrators
acknowledge that laptops may be too
expensive for their public-school
counterparts. They hope their program
can serve as a kind of laboratory where
the laptop can be put to the test.To
educators, the laptops represent the latest
in high-tech leamning; to the high-tech
industry, schools represent an enormous
new market of users. But Cooke doesn't
really care if the high-tech companies’
motives are self-serving. The technology
happens to work very well with students.
And it is what they will be using when
they enter the work force, she says.

The biggest problem so far has been
technical. The delicate machines weren't
made to be tossed about in a student's
backpack, and many laptops have made
trips to the school's "laptop hospital.”"
~ Cooke calls the laptop the most
powerful education tool she has seen in
19 years as an educator. '

"This is the most hopeful thing in
education," she said, "and that's not
hyperbole."l '
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City expahding summer programs for kids

BY LYNN SWEET Sun-Times Washington Bureau

" WASHINGTON —In a bid to reduce
youth involvement in drugs and gangs,
Chicago schools, libraries and parks will
vastly expand summer programs, with

nearly every city school to be open in.

July and August, Mayor. Daley saad
Wednesday.

The mayor, president of the US.
Conference of Mayors, discussed
Chicago summer - plans at the White
House after he delivered to. President

Clinton a drug-control plan developed by .

the _group.

“‘What we are trying to do is the
greatest alternative to gangs and drugs,”
Daley said. “"We did it -and we are
expanding it again this year."

The goal this year is to provide

programs for 235,000 youths and 15,000
summer jobs, up from the 1996 total of

programs for 100,000 youths-and 10,000 -
- jobs, according to the mayor's office. The

program, including summer lunches, is

estimated 1o cost $100 million, with the

costs to be shared by the city, the schools
and Park District.

The enhanced summer plans build on -

summer library reading programs,
summer school, and Park District camps
and sports leagues.

At least 490 of Chxcagos 553
elementary and high schools will be open
this summer to offer educational or
supplemental programs, a substantial
increase over last year. About 50 schools
will be linked to the city's Department of

Environment, and 20 schools will be
paired with Gallery 37, the Loop open-air
arts center.
" The Chicago Public Library System
will launch literacy camps for gifted
students. The program will focus on
creative writing. The camips will be at
three regional libraries: Sulzer, 4455 N.
Lincoln; Woodson at 95th and Halsted
and Mt. Greenwood, 11010 S. Kedzie.
The Chicago Park District will

increase to 35 the number of partnerships

with local schools to offer more sports,
programs in addition to the summer -
camps and activities run by the parks.

Job programs will include placements
at the city museums, Argonne Labs and
neighborhood companies, the city said.ll
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long-prevalent neighborhood-assignment
arrangement. )

Mary Anne Raywid is a professor

emerita, and Robert Kottkamp a
professor, in the department -of
administration and policy studies at

- Hofstra University's school of education

in Hempstead, N.Y. &
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High-Tech Schools and Low-Tech Teaching

By Larry Cuban

Technology-minded school reformers,
including for the first time in American
history the president and vice president
of the United States, say that current use
of computers in classrooms is meager. It

is limited to a small band of serious '
users, a slightly larger group of casual

ones, and the majority who are
non-users. Most students in American
public schools spend less-than an hour a
week (or 2 percent to 3 percent of
instructional ' time) at the keyboard.
Moreover, when computers are used in
classrooms or labs, technd-enthusiasts
view the applications (word processing,
drill, games, etc.) as unimaginative.

. What has to be done, these enthusiasts

say, is provide teachers with wired "

classrooms and machines, give them
assistance in ‘selecting and using
software, and maintain the equipment.
Easy access to technologies and ongoing
help will solve the problem, and students
will gradually use these powerful
machines to open doors to the larger

info-world. This is a  compelling -

argument except for one catch: It
overlooks what occurs in classrooms
when teachers swim in a hospitable sea
of technology. .

In vniversities where professors have
had almost two decades' experience of
using personal computers at home and at

the office,. where there  is much-

professional help to get them to use
computers in their classrooms, the same
pattern of limited and unimaginative
instructional use of computers turns up.

Stanford University serves nicely as an ~

example’ of what generally occurs in
universities across the nation where

richly endowed computing resources are

uneasily wedded to professors’ infrequent
use of new technologies- in their
classrooms.

Some facts about Stanford professors

~using computers in their classrooms over

the past two decades will help.
In the mid-1980s, one study of 125
Stanford professors found that 80 percent

of them used computers to prepare
lectures, handouts, and exams. About
one-quarter of the professors required
students to perform tasks on the
computer (such as writing a paper or
analyzing a database). When it came-to
the classroom, however, only 13
professors (10 percent) had actually
blended the computer into their
classrooms. B

In 1989, a survey sent to over 660
faculty members in humanities. and
sciences found that 94 percent used
computers for their research, class'
preparation, and writing. Between 80
percent and 92 percent of the faculty also:
had a computer at home.

For teaching, most of the faculty
members used computers to prepare
handouts (80 percent), design exams (72
percent), and prepare lectures (62

percent). Inside the classroom, however, |

only 13 percent of the professors used
computers for demonstrations; 20 percent
used them for computer exercises; and-
only 10 percent actually wused
subject-related software. .

" Another faculty survey in 1994 foun

even less classroom usage of

 technologies. The survey went out to 750
professors who taught undergraduates.

Fifty-nine percent of the professors said
that they never used a computer in the
classroom; 19 percent said that they used
the machines occasionally; 8 percent said
that they used computers often (the
remaining responses were unusable).
Two out of three of the professors
responding to this survey said that the

‘lack of time to develop relevant software

for their courses was a strong factor in
their non-use; 45 percent said that they
had no time to learn about classroom

uses of computers. Yet help from

consultants was available in five

university centers. Between 70 percent

and 90 percent of the faculty responded

- that they had not used any of these five

centers, .
Since 1994, much evidence of

- frequent use by professors and students

of e-mail to discuss questions raised in
lectures and seminars has emerged. A
few professors have even created
multimedia Web pages - and made

available their courses on the Internet.

An imaginatively furnished special
classroom for teachers and students has
been oversubscribed. Yet, overall, these

- increasing uses of new technologies
* occur among less than 10 percent of the

‘Stanford faculty, again revealing the
trend of limited in-class use of new
technologies. . '

Here, then, is the puzzle of high-tech
schools and low-tech teaching. With so
much wealth in resources and a
two-decade history of faculty access to
machines, software, technical assistance,
and professional development, why do
college professors display the same
pattern of limited and unimaginative
computer use in classrooms as public
school teachers who have historically
lacked  these  resources?  This
cross-institutional comparison uncovers

the narrowness of how the problem has .

been framed —teachers’ lack of
hardware, software, and training —and
the emptiness of the popular solution of
securing more of each to remedy limited
use. o

What else, then, beyond resources

might explain the puzzling use pattern of

.these machines by both professors and
“teachers? I ‘would suggest that

techno-enthusiasts consider the following
and reframe the problem of limited
classroom use of.computers.

1. Teaching as work differs from
manufacturing, repetitive clerical tasks,
and low-skill manual work, which have
all been ‘automated to enhance
productivity. The essence of teaching is

~ aknowledgeable, caring adult building a

relationship with one or more students to
help them learn what that teacher, the
community, and parents believe is
important. It is an intertwining of
emotional and intellectual bonds that
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gives a tone and texture to teaching and

learning that is unlike what occuts in the

workplace. The lure of higher

productivity in teaching and leamning via

computer technologies, however, has

seduced reformers into treating teaching
like any other form of labor that has

experienced productlwty gains after

automation.

What reformers ignore s that'.

introducing a half-dozen machines into
classrooms changes social relationships.
Teachers' beliefs about their authority,
control of the students, and knowledge of
-what the teachers' role is come into sharp
focus when ‘using software that
seemingly replaces what normally had
been done by the teacher. While some
teachers find that exhilarating and rush to
accommodate the change in classroom
re!atlonshlps many others pause to
consider the gains and losses to them and
their students. It is no accident that
computer labs in schools and universities
are the most popular way of organizing
use of the new technologies; it is the least
invasive way of providing. access to the
machines without disturbing social
relationships in classrooms.

. Are teachers and professors who raise

questions about introducing machines

into their classrooms (the current wisdom
“is securing five to seven desktop
- computers per class) unreasonable
resisters to the inexorable advance of
“progress? 1 don't ‘think so. Teaching
relies on the human touch to make lasting
changes in what students know, can do,
and how they behave; it is different from
making a car, filing a claim, or wiring a

building. This is, I believe, what the
comparison with university professors
teaches us.

2. Most techno-reformers are addicted
to seeing schools as having only one
purpose: to prepare students for the
technological workplace. Some see that
preparation as consistent with teachers’
using a national curriculum and tests;
others argue fof h:gh-tech
student-centered classrooms as m:cesseu')r
for a changing workplace.

Certainly parents and teachers beheve
that teaching students marketable skills is
important —after all, the historic belief
in schools as a social escalator for
immigrants, the working class, and the
poor remains a tenet of America's faith in
public schools. But many parents and
most teachers also believe strongly that
their duty is to help turn the young into
adults who act as caring, thoughtful
citizens in a democracy. It is, they

believe, their responsibility to help’

students learn the system, gain access to
what a democracy offers, and achieve an
adulthood that will both contribute to and

improve the community. While such a

baid statement of belief in the democratic

‘purpose of schooling hardly stirs more

than a yawn from technophiles, it is this
value that moves many to enter teaching.
Few technology-minded reformers are
willing to honor that core value.

3. Why shouid teachers and professors
chuck what they ordinarily do when the
new technology is constantly changing?
Yesterday, it was getting classrooms

wired for the Internet and moving more

desktop computers into classrooms.

Today, it is getting portable laptops into
the hands of children. Why have
everything wired, if you have laptops?
With swift changes in the hardware and
very little software that is tailored to
what teachers are expected to teach, most

" teachers and professors wisely stand
“aside from the pell-mell rush to embrace

the experts’ wisdom of the month.
If technology-minded reformers were
to examine their narrow (and, I would

-add, misguided) beliefs about the nature

of teaching, conflicting purposes of

schooling, and uncritical embrace of

every technical enhancement, they just
might think creatively and reframe the
problem of low-tech teaching as not one
of resources, but a struggle over core
values. Reframing the problem.would let’
us sec¢ it as a dilemma of conflicting

. values —those of techno-enthusiasts who
seek efficiency and preparation for a.

computerized workplace vs. those who

are unconvinced that higher productivity -

is better for students or meets the social
purpose of building literate and caring

_citizens. Wiring schools, buying new

machines and sofiware, and sending
teachers to workshops has little to do
with this dilemma. Nor will blaming or
shaming teachers into using computers
work. Value conflicts seldom succumb to
technical fixes. These are honest-to-God
dilemmas that need far more debate than
they have gotten so far,

Larry Cuban is a professor of
education at Stanford University in
Stanford, Calif. He is the author, with
David Tyack, of Tinkering Toward
Utopm |
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How Title I Can (Sttll) Save Amertca s Chzldren

By Robert E. Stavin

The verdict is in, and it's very bad
“Prospects,” the national longitudinal
study of Chapter 1, was recently released
by Congress. Its overall conclusion:
Chapter | had little if any impact on the
achievement of the children it served.
("Chapter 1 Aid Failed To Close
Learning Gap,” April 2, 1997.)

The danger in this finding is obvious.

In a time of budget-cutting and

downsizing' of government, a
multi-billion-dollar program with little
evidence of effectiveness is certainly at
risk. At more than $7.2 billion per year,

Title I, the successor to Chaptcr I, is by -

far the largest federal investment in

elementary and secondary education, Itis
the bedrock of federal attempts to assist
“schools serving many disadvantaged
. students. When effective programs are-

used in high-poverty schoois, it is almost
always Title | that pays for them,
Maintaining Title 1 funding for
high-poverty schools is essential. Yet it is
impossible to justify continuing to spend
Title I dollars on services that don't work,
can't work, and have never worked.

The problem is that Chapter | funds

were overwhelmingly used for two

" ‘purposes: to hire teachers to provide
remedial services to children who had -

fallen behind, and to hire aides to work
in classrooms. These uses have rarely if
ever been found to be effective. This is
not to belittle the skills and dedication of
Title I teachers and aides, or even the
need for them. It's just that they've been
given the wrong jobs to do. In fact, there

is evidence that both pullout teachers and

aides can be effective in providing

_one-to-one tutoring to at-risk children,

and many programs that do have

povT
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Task force votes against schc\ml 'bdundaty |

By GRACE LIM
Herald Staff Writer

A joint task force that includes Dade
School Board members and county

commissioners voted 5-4 Monday to-

recommend that the board abolish its
no-build boundary in far West Dade.
.The vote could be a boost for School
Board member Manty Sabates Morse,
who is sponsoring a proposal at
Wednesday's board meeting to abolish
the imaginary line, which was drawn
seven years ago to duscourage urban
sprawl
The school boundary line runs about
a mile inside, or cast of, the county's
urban development boundary — the
cutoff point for almost all new housing.
Board members drew the line with the
intention to not build any schools west of
it. ’
Since then, western schools have

become very overcroué'ded and the board
itself has been reconstructed, with

members now elected\from districts.

"This line serves no purpose
whatsoever for Dade County Public
Schools,” Sabates Morse said at
Monday's meeting. ’

A compromise " offered by Metro

Commissioner Miguel Dxaz de'la Portilla
was rejected, 6-3, by} the group. He
wanted to modify the line to allow some
construction of schools \and give School
Board members the r:ght to purchase or
accept donated land west of the boundary
ona case-by-case basis.

“'We're not going to get addztzonal
schools in West Kendall or South Dade
or anywhere else in Dadc County by

- eliminating the school development

he sald “That is a

\

boundary line,”

" myth."

Voting .to recommend the line be
abolished Monday were Sabates Morse,

Jay Chemnoff of the League of Cities,

Andrew Dolkart of the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce and Carl
Dumnberg of the United Teachers of Dade
and Stanley B. Price, a zoning lawyer
who represents the construction industry.
Opposing were Diaz de la Portilla and
fellow Metro Commissioner Katy
Sorenson, School Board member Renier
Diaz de la Portilla, and Betty Noe of the
PTA/Citizens Coalition for Public
Schools. '
I see this recommendation as a
reversal of management growth policies
that so helped our overcrowding situation

. the last three or four years,” said Renier

Diaz de la Portilla.l
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U S West helping schools obta;'h techhology grant

CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP)- U S West
is helping Wyoming schools and libraries

improve their chances at a share of $2.25
billion in federal technology funding.

U S West - a régional Internet service
provider - is providing technical help to
groups interested in applying for the
technology funds.

The Universal Service Education
Fund helps students connect with the
Internet, communication services and
technology.

"Educators across the country will be
moving fast to get these funds”
explained Stan Bader, vice president of U
S West Communications in Wyoming,

U S West held a statewide video
conference with Wyoming educators and

library officials last Weck1t0 discuss the
types of services and funds available.

"We want to make certain that schools
here get a running start with the
information and resources they Il need to
bring this funding home to help
students,” Bader said.

He said Wyoming's schools “should
be second to none whenlit comes to
understanding computers and how to
search and retrieve vast \amounts of
information on the Internet.]’

The  Federal ~ Communications

‘Commission recently decided to make $1

billion available immediately, and another
$1.25 billion available durmg the second
half of the year.

In 1998, $2 billion will be available

on a first-come, first-served basis, said
Mike Ceballos, U § West's director of
public policy. After that, $250 million
will be used to provide funding for
schools and libraries that can
demonstrate the highest degree of need.

Ceballos said the technology grants
themselves - which are aimed at
kindergarten through 12th grade students
- do not have a maximum amount. But,
he said, the grants can be used only for
certain services. .

As part of its "Connected Schools”
program, U S West has offered to
counsel districts interested in applymg
for the federal money,

The deadline for applications i is July
1 Ceballos said. B
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Agency shares secrets t0 math

decipher some of the finer points of mathematics.

By Howard Libit

SUN STAFF )
For a government agency that refused

to acknowledge its existence until a few

years ago, the National Security Agency

(NSA) is making itself well known these

days in Maryland's schools.

NSA employees can be found in math

classrooms throughout the
Baltimore-Washington corridor. The
agency supports summer institutes for

math teachers and students. Pupils in -

dozens of Maryland schools use former

. NSA computers and equipment — with

the top-secret files removed, of course.
“"In just a few years, they've become

an invaluable partner in mathematics .

education in Maryland,” says Janie
Zimmer, who oversees mathematics

instruction in Howard County schools.

"They've done a phenomenal job
showing  students the  practical
applications of mathematics.”

Given that the agency's initials once
were said to stand for "No Such
Agency,” the decision to assume a
high-profile role in Maryland education
didn't come easily -~ particularly
because the idea was first considered in

the late 1980s, before the Cold War

ended.
"NSAers just didn't go out into the
community,” recalls John R. Pettit,

director- of the Fort Meade agency's

Mathemdtics Education  Partnership
Program. "This was a decision that took

a lot of soul~searchmg and a‘lot of

discussion.”

But as the nation's largest employer of
mathematicians, "The agency was very
concerned about the future of
mathematics education,” Pettit says,

National and international studies
indicate that the math skills of American
students trail those of students in many
other countries, and "we are worried
about that," he says.

It didn't hurt that the NSA was

- considering ‘the idea at the same time
Congress and the president were
encouraging federal agencies to be more
active in communmes and educauon he
says.

‘computer .
- showed fourth-graders about probability,

. Maidhof,

-Education: The shadowy NSA is taking a very visible role to help students §

: What _began in 1991 as an NSA
workmg group on kindergarten through
IZth-gradc math education has grown
into an. extensive, program that helps

teachers design lesson plans, finds tutors

to give students one- -on-one support and
even takes over entire schools for a day
of lessons. All of the NSA employees are
volunteers who are given time off from
work. ;

In a math class at Severn Elementary
School one recent aftemoon, NSA
programmer Mike Blasi

using coins, dice and the board game
"Monopoly” to illustrate chance and'
fractions. = '

"If you understand a little more about
probability, you'll end up winning more

"games and

beating your friends more often,”

Blasi promised the Anne Arundel County .

9., 10- and I'l-year-olds.
- Blasi held their attention through three

45-minute lessons. "It was neat seeing

someone who actually uses math," said
fourth-grader Marla Muha, 10. -

.The lesson meshed perfectly with the
instructional goals of the Maryland
School  Performance  Assessment
Program (MSPAP), the state's annual
tests of schools’ quality, said Maureen
Severn  Elementary's
fourth-grade math teacher Students were
asked to work in teams to think through
problems and write out their answers,
like on the MSPAP. .

“That's our main goal — to support
the math programs of local school
systems and the state,” says Julie Dunbar,

an NSA program analyst who is assigned

to the math education project.

The NSA publishes a catalog of
dozens of topics that its employees can
teach. ‘

They range from the most popular —
an edible elementary lesson involving
M&Ms, estimating and graphing — to
those involving the real world — a high
school lesson showing the mathematical
model used to manage cleanup of the
Exxon Valdez oil spillin Alaska.

In Howard County's Elkridge

. dozen such lessons were given during al

'kmdergartncrs to glyphs — graphicall

" 150 schools, primarily in Anne Arundel,
-Howard and Prince George's counties.

Eleméntary School recémly, more than a |

full day of math instruction for thc
students.

As Dunbar introduced Elkrldgca
illustrations of data common on the!
MSPAP — another NSA employee,
showed students how to use protractors,
to bisect lines. !

*] think it's important to show the
students why they need to learn math, "
says NSA mathematician Brad Gamer‘
"They need to see that math has a lot of
very practical applications.” S

During the 1995-1996 schoo! ycar
NSA employees gave 770 talks at almos}

This school year, they're on pace to
exceed that number, in parnt because the
agency has been sending speakers to
schools in Baltimore as well.

Apart from the speakers bureau, NSA
employees are active in partnerships wnth
about 80 schools throughout the area, as
well as in Southern, Pennsylvania, |

At Arundel High School, NSA
employees help students prepare for the
high-level American High School Math
Exam competition, assist in gradmg o
problems for calculus classes and tutor
students who are struggling. [

"They ve helped us however they
can,” says Arundel High Principal
William Myers. "Anythmg we've asked
for, they've found a way." .

In ‘addition, NSA employees help

.sponsor math contests for Maryland

students, a math- and sciencé-erient:ed
summer camp for students on the Eastern
Shore and several teacher training
institutes. Teachers at .those .institutes
develop math lessons that are dxsmbuted
to schools across the country.

"Math is still: looked down ‘on
sometimes as being an abstract language,
but when you can show students
something involving cryptology, that's
fascinating to them,” says Donna Crabbe,
amath facilitator with the Maryland State
Department of Education. "It's the kind
of thing that persuades them to Ifeep
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she said she was hurt by a comment
Stanford made on May 7 that he agreed
with the advocacy council's purpose of

advocating fair treatment of gays and |

lesbians, but not one of its goals, which

.
&
|

aims to "increase visibility of positive
role ‘models for\ séxual-minority
students.” :

... Stanford said he found the council's
goal confusingly phrased, and that he

supports school employees who wish to
be openiy gay or lesbian.
"Any employee that wishes to say

that, they will be supported by me."

Stanford said. B

1
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Wiring schools creates debate
Experts dlsagree on spending millions to\wme classes for Internet

By Jim Stingl'and Dave Umhoefer
of the Journal Sentinel staff

Jesus Santos is excited about
launching his fifth-grade students at
Fratney St. School into cyberspace with
more computers and better access to the
Internet.

Michael Bloomberg, founder of a
financial data service that provides

‘information to investors at lightning
speed, thinks computers in schools are a
waste of money and a distraction from
the basics of education.

In the debate over the wisdom of
spending hundreds of millions of dollars
on wiring -public schools to get on the
Internet, the enthusiasm of Santos has far
more support than the cautionary opinion
of Bloomberg, which he admits must
sound like information-age heresy.

Gov. Tommy Thompson and the
Legislature have announced agreement
on a $206 million down payment toward
the huge statewide wiring project. The
money would come from tax revenue and
a surcharge on local telephone bills. The
total cost over the next six years could
run $600 million or more.

Santos said the vast majority of the

students at the Milwaukee school where
he works don't have access to computers
outside of the classroom. And there are
only two computers at the school hooked
to the Internet, far fewer than needed.

“I definitely feel it's a positive
movement to. have the kids engaged in
computers, especially if they have access
to the Internet because of the types of
information that kids can get their hands

on," he said. "Being computer literate is'

going to be required for most jobs that
are available in the future.”

Maybe so, but high school is soon
enough 10" start training kids on
computers, said Bloomberg, head of
Bloomberg Financial Markets. He was in
Milwaukee earlier this month and shared

l

»

his beliefs about computers in schools
durmg a speech before the Mllwaukee
Press Club.

"The real question, {particularly for

real young kids, is why do they need

Internet access? Why ldo they need
computers?" Bloomberg said in a
telephone interview Monday. "Young
kids need to'learn readmg, writing and
arithmetic. They need to have personal
relations with human | beings, with
teachers that can understand them and
talk to them and hold their hand and
guide them emotionally. |

"The money for the technology comes

out of the funds that would otherwise get -

us better qualified teachers and smaller
class sizes. | don't know of Iany computer
skill a kid is going to learni that is worth
anything five years from now much less
10 or 15 years from now when they go to
work,"” Bloomberg said.

_ There are few critics of the need to
recognize the {rm:rnets}i power in
educating today's kids and| get schools
ready to use it. But school administrators
recognize that they must get teachers up

to speed  and keep ther{\ there or
-technology can be a waste of money and

do little to improve student achievement.

"I believe that very few districts have
gone the next step to mtegratc the
technology into their cumculum," said
Neah Lohr, a state Depanment of Public
Instruction official who works with

" districts on technology issues. {'That's the

hard part. Anyone can order the
hardware.”

Another DPI official, Bcb Bocher,

said the fiber-optic wiring of classrooms
would serve schools well for rﬁany years
regardless of technological revlutions to
come, -

"If you wait

until technology

stabilizes, you'll be waiting forever and

. supporters,

. education
-Milwaukee, said computers in classrooms

you won't get anywhere,"” Bocher said.
Larry Landweber, a professor of
computer science at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison and chairman of the
Internet  Society, agreed that the
investment will provide long service. -
“Remember, what you're buying here
is access with this program. You're
always going to have access. Eventually
the wire that goes to the school will carry
more bits per second than it does at first.
But that's not going to require necessarily

" changing the wire."

State Sen. Robert Jauch (D-Poplar),
one of the program's backers, said the
system was designed to be easily
adaptable to rapid changes in technology.
Jauch thinks students will benefit from
the  interactive  capabilities  of
computer-assisted teaching.

But even technology's most ardent
such as MPS principal
Spence Korte at Hi-Mount Elementary,
caution school districts to remember that
teachers are the most important soﬁware
in a classroom.

"As much as I love technology 'd’

. give it all up for a guarantee of 20 master
- teachers,” said Korte, whose school

pioneered widespread personal computer
use in MPS in partnership with business.
Korte said Hi-Mount has a computer for
every two students and Internet access in
every classroom. He believes the state's
plan is a good investment.

Barbara Miner, managing editor of
Rethinking Schools, an independent
newspaper based in

won't make every student succeed, but
they're here to stay.

"Kids need to have technological
skills to survive in -the world.
Technology is not going to go away.
Particularly if you're dealing with student
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populations that may not .have this ) ‘it in school then'they're'reall"y-going;to be  behind the eight ball,” Miner said. M '

technology at home, if you don't provide
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College founded by famous televangehst has last

| graduation

BIG SANDY, Texas (AP) A college
founded a half-century ago by famed
evangelist Herbert W, Armstrong has
held what it says is probably its final
graduation. ‘

More than 350 candidates received
bachelor’s or associate's degrees Monday
at Ambassador University at Big Sandy,
100 miles east of Dallas.

"' The school, whose enrollment was
about 650, plans to shut its doors on
August 31. The college has been hit by
financial difficulties and declining
enroliment. Church officials said in
December that the college would be
closed after the spring semester unless a
buyer couid be found.

However, university spokesman Brian

Tyson said Monday that the school -

would offer a limited number of courses
and hold a three-week youth camp this
summer.

" support
- evangelistic organization. The Plain

The campus has no potential buyers
“at this time," Tyson said. Unless the
university is sold “as a going institution,”
it will close Aug. 31 and the physical

plant will be sold, he said in a prepared

statement.
It once was called Ambassador
College. Armstrong founded the school

in 1947 at Pasadena, Calif. He used

radio, television and magazines to spread
the word of his 80,000-member
Worldwide Church of God.

The church received strong financial
that made it a powerful

Truth and Quest magazines and "World
Tomorrow” television programs are part
of the ministry, which is $till based in
Pasadena.

Armstrong died in 1986 at the age of
93, His son, Garner Ted Armstrong, was

the heir apparent of the church until the

two had a falling out in 1978. The elder

Armstrong excommunicated his son after
the younger Armstrong publicly

denounced what he called the church's |

lavish expenses.’
The younger Armstrong then began

< his own independent ministry in Flint,

about 10 miles south of Tyler, called the

" Church of God International. He stepped !

_ down in 1995 after allegations of sexual

assault, which he denied.

The campus of more than 350 acres/
includes an airstrip, golf course, homies!
for faculty members, and a farm. f

The potential shutdown of the schoal,f
on US. Highway 80 near Big Sandy,
could have a major financial impact on
the town of |, 200 i

The university, which had about 150
employees when its possible closing was
announced, will have only a skeleton
staff" after Thursday, Tyson said @ i

. |
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Schools to get recycled ﬁmds

Repairs to be made at 55 aging bunldlngs in Baltlmore County, $1.8 million ‘
reallocated; Money also will go to Parkton firehouse, Catonsville planning ’

By Larry Carson
‘SUN STAFF

Fifty-five Baltimore County schools
will get badly needed repairs faster after
the County Council voted informally last

night to recycle $1.8 million in proposed '

. budget cuts,
The county funds will supplement a
similar amount of state money already
promised to help aging county schools,

* and will be added to another $1.6 million -
the council trimmed from the proposed .

budget. .

Last week, the council decided to
recycle the $1.6 million by spending it
on major repair projects at five other
aging schools. .

Another $137,500 in budget cuts will
be reallocated to assign paid county
firefighters and place a fire engine in the
Parkton firehouse by July to help north
county volunteers, and another $100,000
will provide planning money for a group
trying to decide what to do with the
former Catonsville Middle School on
Bloomsbury Avenue.

The coungil is to formally vote on its
overall list of nearly $3.7 million in cuts
from the proposed $1.5 billion budget for
the fiscal year ‘beginning July 1 ata

. special meeting Friday. They can cut, but
not"add to the budget, so the decisions

were made in concert .with County .

Executive C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger.

oo
The - school projects range from
replacement of exterior lights at Fort
Garrison and Pinewood elementary

schools — at :
about $5000 each —' 1o
quarter-million-dollar  heating 'and

ventilation projects at Lansdowne Middle
and Relay and Logan Elementaxy
schools. I
In between are several other projects
-such as replacing library carpéting,
cleaning air vents, getting new doors and
gym bleachers, replacing bathrooms at
Parkville High and refinishing ﬂooﬁs that
‘would otherwise have’ waited anothcr
* year or two to be done. ]
"You can't put it into a better place

a4
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Schools to get phone bill dtsc;ounts

An Assocxated Press report

- TALLAHASSEE - Florida schools
and libraries can get up to 90 percent off
on in-state phone charges, saving
millions of dollars to use for better
computers and Internet hookups, state
utility regulators said Monday.

For children, it is the difference
between an entire class sharing a single
terminal with a teacher and having
multiple Web links available for regular
use. . ' ,

The  Federal = Communications
Commission approved the discount plan

" earlier this month, in effect expanding

the concept of universal service that
earlier in the century consisted of
‘affordable telephone service for every
family. '

Florida schools and libraries may
apply in July for discounts that will start
in January, paid for by a $2.25 billion a
year federal fund. raised through monthly
charges to homes and businesses with
more than one telephone line.

I
" Computers are no longer something
you get to use if you are doing good. It's

now a matter of being'competitive and -

prepared  for the‘ job  market
vocationally,” said Blll Piotrowski,
information services director for Leon
County schools. **We' r‘c ready to extend
our capacity right nowﬂ
State Public Service Commission
Chairwoman Julia John‘son said the plan
will provide 20 perccm to 90 percent
discounts off of all telecommunications
services for schools and|for libraries.
"'We have the opport{mity to provide
access for schools and for libraries to the
information s_uperhighwéy," she said.
To ensure that children in rural and
disadvantaged areas benéﬁg the sizes of
the discounts are keyed to numbers of
pupils eligible for free o‘g reduced-cost
school lunch programs in 2 district.
About 635 percent of F {orida schools
could get discounts as large as 60 percent
to 70 percent on their

telecommunications  bills, Education
Commissioner Frank Brogan estimated.

The rest will qualify for 20 percent to
50 percent off, he said. “'This will result

- in millions in savings for our schools.”

~"Based on current Internet access
rates we estimate that a school eligible
for an 80 percent discount will save over
$4,200 annually on Internet service
alone, " Brogan said.

The PSC has not yet analyzed every
district's telecommunications charges to

" gauge the dollar amount of the discounts

statewide.

"The largest district, Dade County,
which is eligible for an 80 percent
discount, is expected to save $288, 0{}0 a

v year Johnson said.

“That will mean that resources will be
freed up to buy more computers, to train -
the instructors.” she said. 'It's an
opportunity to leverage and use federal

dollars to do something good for our

citizens."l
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12 N.J. f irms wzll recruit ojf welfare

Priority for jobs is guaranteed The actual jObS aren't.

By Thomas Ginsberg
INQUIRER TRENTON BUREAU
TRENTON — Executives from 12
‘companies, including United Parcel
Service and Bell Atlantic, pledged
yesterday to consider recruiting people
from the state's welfare rolls for the
7,000 new entry-level jobs they expect to
fill this year.
The voluntary effort would not
‘guarantee any jobs for welfare recipients.
It would give them priority, executives

said, for the full- and part-time posmons )

with medical benefits.
The work would range from climbing

telephone polls and repairing computers

to answering calls for customer service

and serving hot dogs at sportfng events.
The effort, named Corporate

Partners,” is the first pabhc private

initiative Whitman has announced under

. her sweeping Work First Ne‘iw Jersey
welfare overhaul, enacted as part of last

year's federal welfare reform.

The initiative couldn't come 500n
enough. Under federal law, New Jersey,
like every state, must enlist a quarter of
its welfare recipients in " work activity”
at' least part-time by October,! or lose
millions in federal dollars. \

The governor, who is funning for
re-election in November, stood in front
of cameras with the executives, thanked
them for their promises of help, and
handed each a “'Corporate Partner”
certificate — a ceremony tailor-made for
election campaigning. Whitman's law
defines “work activity” broadly,
including unpaid community service
without benefits, part-time work, a
regular full-time _]Ob and even a job
search.

Currently, about 385,000 people
depend on welfare in New Jersey

‘1
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Harshbarger proposes tzghtenmg of chtld labor laws

By MARTIN FINUCANE
" Associated Press Writer
BOSTON (AP) - Teen-agers swamped
- with both work and school would get a
break under a proposal developed by a
task force on child labor.
~ The task force, whose final report was
to be unveiled this moming by Attorney
General Scott Harshbarger, calls for
reducing the number of hours from nine
to four that 16- and 17-year-olds can
work on school days.
"We are offering young people the
chance to learn the value of work without
: ‘compromésing their education,"
Harshbarger said in a statement released ‘
Monday. _
. "We are recommending changes that
- seek to strike a modern balance between
school, work and the reality of today's
. economy,” he said. .

Harshbarger convened the task force
to scrutinize the state's 50-year-old child
tabor laws. The task force .included
lawmakers and representatives from
business, labor, public health and
education. ..

The task force is recommending limits

' on daily and weekly work hours for teens

on school and non-school days, increased

. penalties for vxoiatmg the law and.

streamlined work permit procedures.

Bussness interests were dissatisfied
with the limit on 16~ and l7-year-olds
daily hours.

SWe just think it went a little bit too '

far," said Jon Hurst, president of the
Retailers Association of Massachusetts.

.The four-hour limit. for school-day
work "doesn't really fit into thé schedule
for worker and employer, he said.
. Hurst said many employers want

" recommendations of the task force to the

_young people who begin work after

school to continue all the way up to
closing time and that could be difficult if
their shifts are limited to four hours. A
six-hour shift would be better, he said.
Children 13 and under aren't allowed
to work. On school days, "14-and

‘15-year-olds are currently ailowed to

work only three hours, said Hurst, who :
was a member of the task force. :
Harshbarger was to present the ;

Committee on Commerce and Labor
today. ;

Some studies have shown that only a -
fraction of younger teen-agers in the state |
work long hours. A state Department of ,
Education survey in 1994 found that only |
5 percent of 10th-graders statewide’
worked 21 hours a week or more. @
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High school kzd S bramy research ms:ghts recogmzed by
Endocrine Society o |

LOS ANGELES (AP) - Meet

Christopher  Pietras, a

world on its ear.
" The'17-year-old has won recognition
from the prestigious Endocrine Society
" for a research paper that suggested a

natural protein called neuregulin might -

play a role in stimulating bram cells to
reproduce. -

~ "That's exciting,” said Dr. Lorraine
Fitzpatrick, a professor at the -Mayo
Clinic and a consultant to the Endocrine
Society. "If we could figure out how to

make brain cells divide, it could meana .

great deal in working with brain injuries
of all kinds - strokes A zhexmer’s spxnal
cord injuries.”

Pietras' work is preliminary but
intriguing, F 1tzpatnck said. -

~ "It's a small step in science,” he said. .

"But if's a giant step in the right
direction.”

Pietras is a_lanky senior who lives
with his parents in suburban Sherman
Oaks and attends . private

_Harvard-Westlake High School in Studio -

- City:
classic " -
overachiever who has put the science

As if  conducting potentially
groundbreaking scientific research wasn't
enough, the lanky senior is the top
stude’nt in the high school's jujitsu class

and is trained in shiatsu massage, a -

product of his interest in martial arts.

He's also taking advanced courses in
psychology and studio art and has a
grade-point average for the year of 4.4,
higher than the usual maximum of 4
because he eamns extra points by taking
advanced-placement classes.

Pietras’ parents are doctors and
researchers at the Umversny of
California, Los Angeles and he did his
brain research at a UCLA laboratory.

“This is a super-smart kid. But he's
also such a nice guy, so easygoing. It was
nice to have him around,” said Dr. Mark
Pegram, a researcher at UCLA’s Jonsson
Cancer Center. ‘

Pietras will discuss his findings at the
Endocrine Society's annual meeting next

~ month in Minneapolis.

~ "This has been so much fun. Finding
conclusions in ‘science is a really

S—

wonderful thing," Pietras said.
That interest helped propel him mto
brain research. i
"I wanted to see if acupressure works
on the mofecular level," he said.
Among other things, Pictras cultured
human nerve cells, examined them under

N " i
- an electfon microscope and tested them

for DNA synthesis. !
The findings indicated cells treated
with neuregulin would divide, although
more complex experimentation Uis,
needed. ‘I
"This is very important to understand

" - until Chris or another scientist takes

that all-important next step of finding a
biochemical signal to make neurons
divide, Chris’ work must be considered”
preliminary," Pegram wrote in a
statement by UCLA descr;bmg the
experiment,

"It is important basic sc1ence, but at
this point it is in no way appllcable to
clinical medicine.” - i

Pietras, meantime, is preparing for -
college. He's enrolled at UC Berkeley,
where he plans to take a number of

'
+
'
'
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Computer Access Found to V\aly Wzdely In Fairfax

Schools

By Robert O'Harrow Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer
Student access to computers varies
widely from one Fairfax County school
to another, according to a new survey
that has heightened school' officials'
concerns about inequities in the current
system for buying classroom technology.
The survey found that about two
dozen elementary schools in the county
have roughly one computer for every
three students, while 15 other elementary

schools have one computer for every

seven students or more. Similar gaps
exist among middle and high schools,
according to the survey, the largest
technology inventory the school system
has ever conducted.

Officials also found that some schools
have mostly older computers, while
others have a rich supply of advanced
machines.

_ Such disparities are a growmg source
"of anxiety for educators in Fairfax,
Montgomery, Prince Georges and
eisewhere in the Washington area, as a
growing body of research shows that
computers can improve how children
learn. ‘

In most area systems, schoot officials
have lacked the funds to buy enough
up-to-date computers in recent years and
have come to depend increasingly on
private fund-raising at each school.

As a result, schools with aggressive,
technology-oriented PTAs or ties to local
businesses have continually acquired
new equipment, including multimedia
computers and laser printers, while
poorer or less motivated communities
have lagged behind.

Although a national study issued last
week concluded that children who are
poor or members of minority groups
generally have far less access to
computers, the Fairfax inventory did not
find any clear connection between the
number of computers at a school and the
racial or economic makeup of the student
body.

The gaps uncovered by the Fairfax
survey have an impact on classroom
learning, educators say.

At a technology-rich elementary
school such as Bailey's in Falls Church,

which has one compuier for every 2.2
students, students use; the equipment
almost daily for math, soc:ai studies and
other instruction.

But in elementary schools at the other

end of the spectrum, %uch as Centre

Ridge in Centreville, which has one

computer for every j11.6 students,
children have to wait longer to use
computers, and many of the machines

. can't run sophisticated| programs or

connect to the World Wii‘ie Web.

At South Lakes High School in
Reston, which has morc] than twice as
many students per computer as Marshall

High School in Falls Church Principal -

William Harper said his students are at 2
clear disadvantage.
"They don't have access to data that

other kids have. It takes them longer to

write papers, and it's just n(it as fun," said
Harper, who recently developed a plan

that estimates the school needs $200,000 -
to improve the situation. "It limits the |

ways in which kids learn.”

School officials in Falrfax, the
Washington area's largest system said
they are troubled by the survey results

but uncertain how to solve thé problem.

Although the school | board ‘has

approved spending $32 |million on-

technology this year and next — the
largest such appropriation the county has
ever made — that amount lS "nowhere
close” to being enough to even out the
differences and adequately upgrade

- equipment, said board Vice Chairman

Mark H. Emery (At Large).
"It will be a major chal]enge to
address the equity issue,’" Emery said.

"We're still at the mfancy stage Most -

school systems are."

School officials in Mantgomery and
Prince George's said that although they
do not have information as detailed as

e : e .
Fairfax's, they ar¢ aware of similar
inequities within their school systems.
© One politically difficult | decision
facing area school boards is whether to
buy a lot of computers for the schools
with the fewest machines o“r spread
around the purchases so that all schools
will have some new equipment!

Montgomery officials dccnded three

. years ago to begin an effort t|o equip

every school iibra.ry with at least five
high-speed computers capable of doing
what virtually any student would want.
"We are trying to provide some measure
of equity in every school,” Joseph
Villani, an associate superintendent, said

of the $75 million Global Access

initiative. ‘

But the system is spending only about
half of what the plan originally called for
each year, Villani said. And critics say it

-would be better to focus on helping the’

schools in the poorer communities where
many students do not have ‘computers at
home.

“There are parents here whose
households have three, four, five
computers. So that’s not equity,” said

. Joseph Hawkins, a program evaluation

specialist for Montgomery schools. He
said the system should conduct its own
comprehensive survey to better identify
the schools in need. "We have to show
some leadership and moral backbone.”

Last week's national report by the
Educational Testing Service found that
on average, schools in Virginia,
Maryland and across the country have
roughly one computer for every 10
students.

Fairfax, Montgomery and Prince

George's school systems all have better
ratios — one computer per four students
in Fairfax, one per five students in
Montgomery and one per eight students
in Prince George's. The U.S. Department
of Education recommends a ratio of one
computer for every five students.

The Fairfax study also looked at the
quality of each school's computers. It
found that 20 of the county's 134
elementary schools had at least three
times as many newer computers —

. defined as IBM 386s or better — as older

models. But 30 other elementary schools
had more older models than newer ones.

-At  Stone Middle School in
Centreville, for instance, only about 74
of 236 computers were considered
"high-end.” At Robinson High School,
about two-thirds of the 392 computers
were in that category.

Virtually every Fairfax school will be

connected to a wide area network with
Internet access by this fall. But many

"y
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school computers will not be able to tap

into the network.

© Of the school system's 37,000
computers, only 11,000 are capable of
accessing the World Wide Web easily
and using new sophisticated software. To
replace the other 26,000 machines,
Fairfax would have to spend almost $42
million. Maintenance and teacher
training would cost tens of millions
more, school officials said.

Fairfax officials said such a massive
overhaul- is not immediately necessary
because many of the older computers still
are used . effectively. But they

‘acknowledge the machines will have to

be replaced eventually.

School officials in Montgomery and
Prince George's also said that many of
their computers can't run new software or
perform other tasks mcreasmgly required
by teachers and students.

Educators at schools relatively rich in
computers said the equipment makes a
big difference, in some cases giving
children from low-income families their
only access to the machines.

"It's wonderful,” said Carol Franz, the

"principal of Bailey's Elementary, an arts

" has 855 students and 386 computers,

and sciences magnet school whose
student population is one of the poorest
in the county. Two-thirds of the pupils at
Bailey's receive free or reduced-price
lunches.

‘The school has gotten extra support
from the school system and obtained
other computers through donations from
businesses, parents and other sources. It

three-quarters of them “high-end,”
according to the inventory. "We've been
very fortunate. They're very valuable,”

Franz said.
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The 40-Minute Class, Out Like Bobby Socks =~ ;

By CAROLYN BATTISTA

REMEMBER high school?
Remember heading for the hall every 40
minutes or so, as class periods changed?
And the parting yells from teachers: "For
homework, do those 15 questions!” as
they prepared for yet another wave.

With each passing year, high school
students are less likely to hit the halls so
often, or'to take a full school year of
English or algebra in daily, 40-minute
doses. In Connecticut as elsewhere, many
high schools are adopting what's called
"block scheduling” — with classes about:
twice as long as traditional ones meeting
fewer times per week or for only part of
the year.

Educators say that such schedulmg
wastes less ‘time, creates a calmer
atmosphere, and lets everybody
concentrate, focus, delve into thmgs It
allows time for varied activities and
complex assignments, not just lectures
followed by 15 questions, and time for

teachers and students to get to know one’

another.

A few Connecticut high schools now
operate entirely with block classes; more
" have at least some. Others will soon start
them, full or part time, and many more

_are considering them. "Block scheduling
is probably the hottest topic in high
school education right now," said Marie
Diamond, president of the Connecticut
Association  for Curriculum  and
- Development.

What's happening, said Helen Regan,
“a professor of education at Connecticut

Collége in New London, is that "in every -

discipline, there's a change in teaching to

engage students at a deeper intellectual
level." A 40-minute class — starting up,
settling down, packing to leave —
"doesn't lend itself to in-depth projects or
student-centered activities,” like one in
which students plan a science
experiment, conduct it, collect data
together, then individually interpret the

" data. She added that teachers can better

plan and grade complex projects when
they they see fewer students each day.
(With traditional scheduling, many
teachers see 125 students, in five
different classes, every day.)

“Two models of block scheduling are

sweeping Connecticut, New England,’

and even the country,” said Dr. Regan.
Both have classes of 80 to 90 minutes,
but the classes meet every other day, all
year, in the "alternate day” model, and
every day for only one semester in the
"four-by-four” model (so named because

students take four courses the -first

semester and four other courses the next).
Alternate-day scheduling is often
considered good preparation for college,
while the four-by-four model is
sometimes favored for allowing everyone
to deal well with a few subjects at a time.

Of course nothing is perfect. One
concern is that block scheduling may
achieve depth at the expense of breadth;
another is that students may not retain
information as well when time between
classes is longer.

Connecticut schools that have begun
block scheduling, however, say that
while it definitely requires some effort,
there are more pluses than minuses.

East Lyme High School is now in its:
second year of full-time alternate day

“scheduling; Holy Cross High School in

Waterbury is in its first. Tolland High
School is in its first year on a full
four-by-four schedule. All plan to
continue., ‘

"Now we have sustained time with
kids,” said Gerald Mistretta, the
principal. "The atmosphere of the school
is much calmer, and teachers and
students feel more connected.” Other

- results, he said, include fewer discipline

problems, more students on the horor
rofl and lots of visitors. This year groups
from more than 75 schools, ali
considering block scheduling, have come
to see it in action.

At East Lyme, a math teacher, Lmda
Johansen, said that with longer periods,
she can work more with each smdeni. "
know much quicker where ‘strengths .’and
weaknesses are,” she said. She can also
‘deal more personally with dxsruptlve
students, she said. ;

A science teacher, Brian Neylon,

" looked on as his students did a lab

project. "This used to take two c'lays,

- you'd set up and break down two nmes,

he said.

Richard Chiapetta, music teacher and
band director, welcomed more tlme to
explain things, to get things nght "I find
my kids are practicing more," he sand

A Spanish teacher, Maureen Epps,
said her students were speaking| more
‘Spanish and carrying out more projects,
like producing plays in Spanish. |

Students generally favor the ‘longer

:;classes, but noted a few drawback$. "You
i
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"It is ironic that if we could magically
produce 10 computers per classroom ...
most could not be plugged in due to lack
of electrical outlets sufficient to handie
the load,” a recent survey by the
Connecticut Association of Boards of
Education found.

The variety and freshness of electronic
information excites educators such as
John Coster, Winsted's technology
coordinator.

"Think of it," he said. "The Internet
right now is the largest, most dynamic
library ever. All that information .is
available in your classroom.”

Of course, the Internet also has an
ample share of drivel. Anyone with a PC
and an opinion can crank out
misinformation on everything from
slavery to Saturn's rings. Students and
teachers, Coster said, must learn how to
analyze electronic information — to
select what's useful and discard what's
not.

"Back when we were in school, you~
got the basic facts,” Coster said. "Now,
there's so much information you've got io
have honing skills to be able to zero in
on the information you need.”

There are some who question whether

all the money being spent on computers
is worthwhile at all. Two critics, David
Gelernter, a computer|science expert at
Yale University, and Stoll, an astronomer

“ffom * Oakland, Cal if, and a
self-described “computer jock," are
hardly Luddites.

"What's the most important thing in
the classroom? A good teacher and
motivated students,” sa;d Stoll, who
wrote "Silicon Snake Oil." "Anything
that separates them, '\whether it be
filmstrips, an instructional video, an
interactive Web site, an|Internet feed ...
the students are going to love because it's
lots of fun. But it's g‘oing to be of
dubious value for leamin‘g."

Computers have been welcomed
uncritically into ;:ducati'on, Stoll said.
"No one has ever a'sked obvious
questions. Do we need them" Will they
make our schools better or worse? Will
they create students who love to learn or
will they create students| who love to
click on a mouse?”

As for the Internet and claims it opens

_ up a whole new world of mformat!on to

students, Stoll says "Hold ?n
- "Ask any teacher, 'Do you need more
informa’tion in your classroom? Time

and time again, the answer will be "No,

_ I've got all the information | need. | need

more time for my students, more prep
time, more time one-on-one with each
student. Computers steal that time away
from me.'”

A recent survey of teachers
nationwide found a certain level of
skepticism about the usefulness of the
Internet to education. The survey,
performed by Market Data Retrieval of
Shelton, also found that most students,
about 81 percent, use the Intemet for
browsing while fewer than 12 percent
take advantage of its "much-heralded
potential for global communication and
learning."

Instead of requiring teachers to learn
computers, Stoll suggests teachers spend
their time focusing on their disciplines.

"I'd rather my teachers spent their
spare time leamning about English,
history, American society, mathematics
and chemistry rather than learning about
computers,” Stoll said. A '

Courant  Staff  Writers  Jesse
Leavenworth, Rita A. Niro and Michael
Greenwood and Courant Correspondent
Eric Ferreri contributed to this story. 1l
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Many teachers lack computer tr‘\aining-

By MARIE K. SHANAHAN This
story-ran in The Courant on May (8§,
1967

In school systems across the state, it is

common to find educators such as Nancy

Allison lamenting a lack of computer
training.

Allison, East Hampton's computer
coordinator, describes the training in her
district as "definitely inadequate” and
becoming even more so as the
technology keeps changing.

“[ know DOS, Mac and Windows, and
now [ have to learn Windows 95"
Allison said. "It's much worse for the
teachers, especially the ones who don't
even have a general knowledge of
computers.”

Other school systems, such as Granby
and Windsor Locks, offer so few
technology workshops that motivated
teachers who miss out are reduced to
taking classes on their own or pracncmg
on home computers.

Some even learn about| computers
from their students.

Though computers. have become
indispensible in most businesses and
many homes, a majority of publtc school
teachers are still unable to use the
technology in their classrooms.

The big-buy decision: IBM or Apple

In Torrington, when one teacher
insisted that the computer in her

classroom didn't work, the school
system's technology censultant
discovered it wasn't plugged i mto the wall
jack.

A March survcy of 1219 school
districts by the Connecticut Association
of Boards of Education uncove’;’ed these
facts about teachers' use and kniowledge
of technology:

* Few educators can effectively use
basic computer applications such as
database, spreadsheet or |Internet
software, although word processing is
widely used.

* There is not adequate training in
most districts to teach teachers how to
use computer software proficiently, with
the exception of word processing.

* More than half of the personnel in
most schools are unable to use the

" Internet as a teaching tool.

Some teachers have been unwilling to
use computers, saying they are not
convinced "high-tech bells and whistles
help students learn any better.

. But most teachers Just lack training
and access.

. "Whenever you introduce scmethmg
new, people are afraid of it. Computers,
the Internet ... it's a big thing — another
thing for teachers to learn on top of
everything else they have to do,"said

" Patricia Jacqueline, an English teacher at

Windsor High School.
Training is so inadequate that it raises

. the question of whether millions of

dollars invested in computers is being

~wasted.-
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"Without -teacher training in place,
.schools run the risk of having a
technology infrastructure that no one
knows how to use," said Alfred Hopkins,
assistant executive director of Area
Cooperative Education Services in
Hamden, one of six regional education
associations in the state.

"You have to bring people to a high
level of confidence in their abilities so
they can use the equipment to teach

students,” Hopkins said. "Otherwise, -

what's the point?"

Recognizing the problem, school

officials in Bloomfield put off all new
computer purchases this year until
teacher trammg catches up.

* ® %
The National Information
Infrastructure Advisory Council — a

panel of information experts, educators
and community members created by
President Clinton - estimates a teacher
needs at least 30 hours of training to use
computers at a basic level. Mastering the

technology requires more than 60 hours
of training and two years of experience,

the council concluded.

_ But in most Connecticut schools,
teachers get just a few professional days
a year and that may include only a few
hours for computer training.

In Hartford, for example, teachers are
usually offered computer training only
when hardware or software is first
purchased, said Jeffrey Forman, the city’s
assistant to the superintendent of schools.

Forman said some training sessions
are offered during the school year and the
summer, but the training is not nearly as
organized or as frequent as officials
would like.

A study released in January by the

state legislature’s Task Force on .

Educational Communications revealed
that Connecticut's ~investment in
technology infrastructure and training
lags significantly behind other states'.
Ohio provides $125 million for
technology training for teachers.
Mississippi requires that 20 percent of
the funding for its $26.8 million
* technology enhancement act be spent on
teacher training. And in Florida, schools
that are awarded part of a $55-million
technology incentive ‘program must
“spend at least 30 percent of their grants
on training. :
Little money is currently appropriated
at .the state level in Connecticut for
teacher training. Most, if not all, training
is being done through local school
budgets supported by local tax dollars.

"The use of the Internet as a tool has
really skyrockeied, so .you should
constantly be doing training, and you
constantly want to do more,” said Jim
Morrow, computer and technology
operations coordinator in the Somers

public schools. Many towns are trying.

- Joseph . Castagnola,  Portland’s
superintendent of schools, said the
training is the main priority in Somers’
technology plan,

“"You don't want to buy $1 miltion

“worth of equipment and not train the staff

on how to use it," he said. )
LeRoy Hay, assistant superintendent’

of schools in Wallingford, said teachers -

have cited training as their top priority
because the four days they have a year
for all types of training is not enough.
"Wallingford was way behind the
state average in embracing technology,”
said Hay, who was named national
teacher of the year in 1983. "I'm not sure

. there was a perception of just how

rapidly information technology was to
become pervasive in our society.”

* ¥ %

Jacqueline, the Windsor High English
teacher, said she considers herself one of
the lucky ones. -

She is the only teacher in her
department with a classroom computer
with Internet access. It was donated four
years ago by Westfarms mall.

- And Jacqueline said she is lucky to
work for a school system that, aithough
modest in its appropriation for
technology, has been aggressive in

. providing training for teachers.

Windsor offers educators computer
classes on professional development
days, during school vacations and on

‘Saturday mornings. There are also

three-day summer Workshops and

software materials that teachers can take -

home. Windsor also hired a full-time

technology support consultant last year

to provide hands-on computer training
sessions.

In Clinton, teachers are offered a
drop-in computer course after school
each week, said Therese Fishman,
assistant superintendent of schools. It is
taught by a teacher who helps other
educators develop their own classroom
computer projects.

A handful of other schools have
adopted a different approach to

_encourage computer proficiency. At least

seven districts — Rocky Hill, East
Hartford, East Haven, Region - 14,
Wethersfield, New Fairfield and

" Newington - now let teachers and

administrators buy computers through
payroll deductions, often charging little
or no interest. .
"Training needs and support are
decreased, and the confidence level of
staff goes up,” said Nicholas D. Caruso,
spokesman for the Connécticut
Association of Boards of Education,
Local education officials are also
beginning to take advantage of services
at the state’s Regional Education Service
Centers. The centers, such as the Capitol
Region Education Council in Hartford,

provide a variety of training options ata |

reasonable cost to school districts.
x k% N
School  systems have  begun !
considering an applicant's knowledge of ;
computers when hiring new teachers.
"We're asking what is it we expect a
new person coming into the system to;
have in their repertoite before we;
consider them for hiring,” said Morrow, ! j
Somers’ computer coordinator. |
On July I, 1998, all candidates for
teacher certification. in the state will be

required to have compléted a computer

and information. technology component
during their course of study. . Cd

This revision resulted from the work
of the Joint Committee on Educanonql
Technology, a 6-year-old coliaboration
of education and computer experts that: is
helping state officials plan and use
educational technology.

In addition, the joint commitice
successfully lobbied state officials in

1996 to require all school districts ito

provide some computer training 'to
teachers in their regular professxonal
development. ’ ,

. Caruso, a member of the committee,
sand the changes respond to the need for
Connecticut teachers to be ablei o
integrate computers in the classroom:

But the changes are slow in comi{ng

* ko :'

A few resourceful educators, such as
Rocky Hill High School history teacher
Richard Bruneau, aren't waiting for thezr
schools to catch up. . i

They're getting computer trammg and
equipment on their own. Bruneau
received a $30,000 grant from the state
Department of Education’s Goals 2000
program that bought his classroom a
personal computer, monitor, software,

" two large televisions, a document scanner

and a projector that transfers images from
the computer onto a screen. He taught
himself how to use the equipment;

He says teachers need to. have
computers on which to practice.

by
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"Computers can be intimidating,” he
said. "Otherwise, teachers will just keep
falling back on thmgs they already
know."

Bruneau's students now use the
multimedia equipment to simulate
historic battles and other events.

"History is fundamentally a story. [f |
can use computers to find a better way of
telting the story, then It think it works,"”
Bruneau said. "But a'ny technology is
“really only as.good as the course itself
and the person who is tleachmg it."

i
i

Courant staff writers Theresa Sullivan
Barger, Paul Marks, Don Stacom and
David . Owens and Courant
correspondents JoAnn Goddard, Peter
Marteka, Eric Weiss and Claudia Van

Nes contributed to this story.l
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Companies demand more than just the three Rs

By JESSE LEAVENWORTH This
story ran in The Courant on May 18,
1997

On the manufacturing floor at Pratt &

Whitney, a computer keyboard sits
beside nearly every machine. -

The aircraft engine maker in East
Hartford is not hiring high .school
graduates now, but when it starts
accepting applications, the competition

“will be flerce and anyone not
comfortable with a computer should look
elsewhere; company spokesman Mark
Sullivan said.

"In our manufacturing area ... you
cannot survive without basic computer
skills,”" Sullivan said.

But Pratt, like other high tech
manufacturers, wants more than technical
know-how from its workers. They must
know basic mathematics, and they must
be able to read and write.

"We're not looking for future Mark
Twains, but we are looking for people

who can communicate,” Sullivan said.

"When we do start looking at high school
graduates, without these skills, you're not
going to be in the running.”

This combination of technical and

three Rs proficiency is-in demand,.

according to a broad representation of

educators and labor and business leaders
who endorsed a 1992 lU .S. Dept. of
Labor report.  The  Secretary's
Commission on Ach:ev‘mg Necessary
Skills (SCANS), .which has been
incorporated into the curriculums of
some school systems'in the state, said
business people want jeducators  to
nurture well-rounded, technically adept
students. A diplon?a without
accompanying skills is worth less and
less, the report said.

"The time when a ‘hlgh school
diploma was a sure ticket to a job is
within the memory of workers who have
not yet retired,” the reportl said, "yet in
many places today, a hlgh school

diploma is little more than ajcertificate of |

attendance.”

The SCANS report salid‘ effective
workers know how to use resources,

N 1 .
work well with others, use computers to

process information, understand
technological systems and; can apply
technology to specific tasks.}

Writing a clear memo is a challenging
task for some, and many bu§inesses are
focusing more on English proficiency.

Christopher Harrison, human resorces
manager for The Stanley Wor!‘cs, said he's

often discouraged by applicants' cover
letters. Applicants who may have solid -

~technical backgrounds frequently mar

their cover letters — and their prospects
— with typos and incorrect grammar,
Harrison said.

"Overall, I'm not impressed with the
writing skills I see,” Harrison said.
"Business writing is very important.”-

The majority of business writing, of
course, is done on computers. A wide

‘and expanding range of jobs incorporate

computer technelogy, from architecture
to car repair. And because many
businesses  employ  sophisticated
hardware, educators and students must
have access to that hardware as well, the
SCANS report said.

"Iif the goal of creating
high-performance learning organizations
is to be realized, the reinvention of
American education has to incorporate
these new tools,” the report said.

- Lauren Kaufman, vice president of the
Connecticut Business and Industry
Association, said many schools in the
state_are trying to ensure computer
literacy, but "I think it's still a little
uneven because it's a significant resource
issue."l
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Whiz kids in a whiz-bang world |

By MATTHEW HAY BROWN This
story ran in The Courant on May 18,
1997

Seth Horila is just 15 but around the
E.O. Smith High School media center,

teacher Peter Salesses considers him a .

colleague.

The sophomore has becn{ helping
Salesses maintain, upgrade and network

computers. He diagnoses problems,
shops for parts, and recommends
purchases. 1

Seth’s knowledge has been érxtlcal to
the regxonal high school m Mansﬁeld

]

{

which doesn't
technician. )
" "You wouldn't expect that level of
sophistication from a child his age,"
Salesses says. "He's proved to be a real
benefit to the school.”
But Seth, who has picked up most of

employ a computer
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his knowlege on his own, shrugs at the
notion.

"lt's somethmg different from domg
schoolwork,” he said. "They would have
to pay someone eise to do it, so I'm
probably saving them some money."

As schools throughout the state plug
in to new technology, a growing breed. of
computer whiz kids like Seth is taking a
lead role in making it work.

On their own time, they work in sales,
technical support and Web page design.
At school, they're recommending
purchases,
software and even teaching their teachers
about computers.’

But most important, educators say,
such students are introducing a new type
of learning, in which they work
cooperatively with teachers to solve
problems. “They're on the cutting edge of
" something we're going to be seeing more
of in the not-too-distant future,” says
James Ritchie, Plainville's supenntendem
of schools.

. +In the not-too-distant - future at
Simsbury High School, junior Jonathan
Green will become a teacher.

OQutside of school, the 16-year-old isa

computer technician at IES Computer
* Warehouse in Simsbury, where he
assembles and repairs equipment and
trains customers in Windows 95. -

installing hardware 'and’

Next year, he'll sit in on Ken
Fastiggi’s programming class to answer
questions about the C and C++ computer

languages, which he has studied at -

Tunxis Community-Technical College in
Farmington.

"He's certainly giving me a bit of an
education,” says Fastiggi, the chairman

. of the high school's science department.

"He has a wealth of information, and he
has the people skills to go with it. He can

. communicate, he's affable — this is the

whole package.”

Josh Warchol, a Berlin_High School
senior, designs Web pages. His clients
include Telepartner International, the
Wallingford computer company for
which he works; Halloran & Sage, a
Hartford law firm; and Double Js

"Billiards and Cyber Cafe in Berlin.

_He also has designed the school's Web

- page, is converting the school newspaper

to desktop publishing, and gets yanked

out of class to fix computers in other

classrooms.
"When you've got one thing going at

- atime, it's nice,” says Josh, 17, laughing.

"When you get everyone pulling you in
different directions, it's hard. You're not
really obligated 1o them, but you cant
withhold your super powers."

At Plainville High School, a cadre of
computer-smart students has become a

the town council, designed electronic

community resource. ;
The 11 juniors and seniors, who. call ,
themselves the "Kitchen Cabinet," have
prepared computer-generated budget
presentations for the school board and

marquees for student performances and
led technology workshops for teachers.

By day, they're on call to fix
computers in the school. At night, they
teach and help residents who come to the
media center for free time on the | -
computers. :

Cabinet members count themselves
lucky.

"Qur experiences in the class probably
give us more knowledge than other kids," :
says senior Bill Detlefsen, 17, "It's a real |
advantage — whatever career | choose, |
I'm sure theres going 'to be a lot of ?
computer use.” '

"Just being a part of the class is a;
tremendous learning experience,” agrees'
classmate Jen Korby, 17. "We're leammg
about the use of computers in todays
world."

Ritchie, Plainville's supermtendent
says the cabinet has spurred discussion
about changing roles in education. ;

"What they are doing is forcing
_people to think differently about how we
treat kids and how we educate them," he
says@ |

i
)
i
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For term-paper mzlls, wrztmg may be on walI o
Senate OKs bill to ensure student authorshlp :

AUSTIN - Cliffs Notes would'still be
all right, but phony term papers sold for
. profit would be illegal for the first time
in" Texas under legislation passed

" "Saturday by the Senate.
The measure by Sen. Teel Bivins,
R-Amarillo, is intended to crack down on

" term paper factories that sell to college

students who want to pay someone else
to do their work.

- "This is a real problem,” Mr. Bivins
said. .
By not having a law on the books
such as in 16 other states, "we are
condoning the business of cheating in
our-colleges and universities,” he said.

Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, said he

has seen evidence of the problem at

Texas A&M University.

"The kids are ,wntmg less and less

- because the credibility of what they are

turning in has become more and more

~ suspect,” he said.

"The quality:of education for many
students in Texas has been- lowered
because professors ... are not sure who is
~writing the papers. So they say why
bother with the exercise."

Under the bill, a company selling term
papers or theses would be subject to a

- Class C misdemeanor, with a fine of up

to $500 for each offense. Students
buying papers would not be affecied.
When the measure passed the House,
the crime was a Class B misdemeanor,
which carries }axl time and a fine.
Several senators objected to the stiffer

punishment in the House bili and initially.

{
blocked consideration of the proposal.

- Mr. Bivins subsequently agreed to
reduce the crime to a Class! C -
misdemeanor, and the bill was brodght
up for debate. It passed on a voice vote
and must return to the House! for
consideration of the Senate amendment.

‘Later, Mr. Bivins said the legislation
still should deter term paper factories
trying to sell their products in Texas.

"This will allow universities to notify
people who are advertising the sale of
papers that it is now a crime in Texas to
sell term papers,” he said. "And if we see
there is a good deal of prosecution, we
may consider raising the penalty in the
future.”

Sen Mike Moncrief, D-Fort Worth
guestioned how the law will be en{orced.
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Ccable Companies Cutline Plans for Hooking Schools to Internet

WASHINGTON (AP) = Cable television’executives announced plans -
today to offer elementary and secondary schools in the United
States free, high-speed equipment to link to the'Internet.

' Over the next~yeaf,‘15 cable companies,pledged to pfovide 3,000
schoolslin 60 communities with tne Internet connections. It is part
of a new lndustry-WLde program that alms to eventually hook up all
elementary and secondary schools ln tHe Unlted States.

Natlonal Cable Television Assoc1atlon president Decker Anstrom,
in an interview, said the goal is to wire as many of the nation's
35,000 private and oublic elementary and secondary schoo;s as
possible. "But what happens after yearﬂone? Iddon't_know," he
said. "A lot depends commercially on how successful service will

Under the program, participating oompanies will install a cable
modem into at least one site in a school. The modem is a new but
still developlnq dev1ce that allows people to connect their
computers to the Internet and other comEuter networks via coaxial
cable at speeds considerably faster than standard modem over ‘
existing telephone lines. : 'k' |

Some cable companies,‘expanding be&ond their core”business, want
to offer highvspeed data links to theirlcable customers.lothers and
are experimenting with the cable modemSa But there'are technical
and financial hurdles that still need to be resolved and analysts
have mixed rev1ews about the business’ prospects.

Cable giants Tele-Communlcatlons Inc., Time warner Inc., and
contlnental Cablev151on are among the cgmpanles experimenting w1th
the technology and are among those that plan to provide cable

modems. to schools in their service areas|
‘ o ‘ More...



Washlngton Post, July 9, 1996 P. /D

Cable TV Firms to Link

Schools to the Internet
Industry Is Latest to Make Such a Pledge

By Paul Farhi
and Elizabeth Corcoran

Washington Post Staff Writers

] The cable television industry
- plans to offer almost all elementary
and secondary schools in the United
States free, high-speed equipment
for linking to the Internet, joining a°
race started by other industries to
wire schools to the global computer
network.

Cable companies, including indus-
try leaders Tele-Communications
Inc. and Time Warner Inc., will offer
every interested school in their ser-
vice areas the electronic gear that
they are beginning to introduce in
selected communities, industry offi-
cials said. The equipment will be so-

" called cable modems, which provide
much faster connections to -the
Internet than conventional modems .
that rely on telephone wires.

The industry plaos to announce
the program at a Washington news

conference today, industry officials .
said. They have not.yet announced

which schools would be offered the

‘technology first.

Schools that already link to the
Internet generally say they are

. pleased with what students are do-

ing on-line. Some students learn

" about other countries by tapping into '

sites about such places as Mongolia
and Argentina. Others who are
studying Congress electronically’
-fetch copies of some of the latest
bills. The Clinton administration has
said it hopes that all schoolchil-
dren—regardless of income or loca-
tion—will be able to use the Inter-
net by the year 2000.

Cable companies aren't the on!y
ones gearing up to wire schools. In-
dustry observers say that today's an-
nouncement is a sign of growing.
competxt\on among telephone com-
panies, Internet speciaity firms and
cable operators to provide access to
the Internet. For instance, last Octo~
ber, AT&T Corp. pledged to spend

" $150 million over five years to help

connect schools to the network, »
The competition may repr&ent a

loss-l&der strategy for Intemet pro-

* viders. While neither cable nor

phone companies are likely to make
much money by piping the Internet
‘into schools, they hope that teachers
‘and students will use the same-com-
pany to reach the Internet at home,

a potentially vast' market, analysts -

suggest.
The cable industry is a latecomer

to the business of offering connec- .

tions to the Internet and its graph-
ics-rich portion, the World Wide
Web. Cable modems, which use a ca-
ble system's network of copper and

 fiber optics, move data at breathtak- .

 ingly fast rates, meaning that users
don’t have to wait for complex

" would likely need a computer that

- uled to take place during October,
" engineers and other technical people

However,; only a few schools could

count on getting the new capabilities

right away. Cable operators are just
beginning to make the capital invest-

‘ments needed to upgrade their net- -

works to transmit data to and from
customers. :

Cable executives suggest that
wiring schools may cost their indus-
try hundreds of millions of dollars.
Even so, laying the path from a
school to the Internet only brings -
the school partway there, and cable
companies do not appear to be will-
ing to pay for the rest.

For instance, a typical school

will serve as the gate between the
Internet and the students. Inside the
school itself, classrooms must be .
_connected via networks. Teachers :
must be trained to use the technolo- !
gy. And someone must be willing to |
pay the monthly Internet fees.. ‘
A grass-roots effort, originally the |
brainchild of John Gage, chief scien-
tist at computer maker Sun Micro-
systems Inc., aims to wire the inside
of schools. “NetDay,” which is sched-

will rely on the labor of volunteer

living near schools.
Wiring the schools, Gage said, “is

the most difficult part. Once the ' =
" wire is there, you've created a com- ;

munity of people dedicated to work- -

" ing {with] the schools,” and helpmg

them find the other resources they
need. .

“This is where we race the phone
companies against the cable guys,”
and others, all in hopes of providing -

schools with low-cost, speedy Inter- .

net connections, Gage added.

9

graphics to appear on their screens, '

" as they do when conventnonal,

modems are used.
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The Net as a Tool for the Schools

Teachers must be technologically savvy for the students’ sake

The cable television industry is offering free

- TInternet access to elementary and secondary

schools around the nation. In California, the
first jurisdictions to benefit are Culver City,
Claremont, Mission Viejo and other Orange
County districts, Poway, San Diego, Chula Vis-
ta, Fremont and Sunnyvale. But how can
schools ensure that such efforts aren't reduced

to just another “boutique’” project to show off on -

parent-teachers night? How can these changes
best help students? And how do we ensure that

teachers are prepared t0 use new forms of edu- -

cation technology?

To date, instruction in the schools has been
textbook-driven, and for good reason. Autho-
rized texts provide a clear and detailed path that

 eventhe weakest classroom teachers can follow

without much risk. But that path is blurred ag
- the nation's schools employ more computer-
related lessons. ,

It is plain that teachers need time and
instruction on how to exploit emerging tech-
nologies. Otherwise, a disjointed, trial-

and-error process might ensue that slows

rather than enhances instruction.
In the coming days, the National Foundatmn

‘ /} ’éﬂQ\mo\@ﬂ

for the Improvement of Education will release
the results of a national teacher survey. It is

expected to draw a strong connection between
contmumg professional development and stu- .

dent progress New technologies are an impor-
tant part of that development.

One mstance of technological gam in L.A.
County involves the Los Angeles Annenberg
Metropolitan Project. After a slow start,
LAAMP is| beginning to benefit 100,000 stu-
dents through challenge grants. The L.A. Uni-
fied School |District will use part of its share of
$3.5 millionjin funding to make computer tech-
nology more widely available.

But to make the best use of that and similar
money, the county clearly needs programs such
ag itg year- eld Technolegy for Learning initia-
tive. Through it, according to the county Office
of Education, partnerships with private compa-
nies, foundations and school districts have
taught 2 40q county teachers in the past year
how to use advanced technoiogy to help their
students.

Internet access is much more meaningful
when the teacher knows exactly how to exploit
the connection.

PV
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Blame school fundmg problem on propenjy tax mess

By Wilfredo Caraballo
_ The use of property taxes to fund
public education is widespread in the

United States. However, New lersey has'
" the dubious distinction of being the most’
property tax-dependent state in the nation.

when it comes to funding public schools.
New Hampshire has a higher rate of
property taxation, but residents of that

state are not required to pay either an .

income or a sales tax. o
Increasing education funding without
addressing statewide equity issues has
decreased efficiency and hampered
efforts to reach parity among New
Tersey's 611 school districts. This
fundamentally flawed system hurts

taxpayers and schoolchildren alike.
New Jersey's lopsided reliance on
property faxes was the primary reason'the
state Supreme Court ordered changes in
the school funding system more than 25
years ago. A continued reliance on
property taxes has sustained and, in
almost every instance, heightened the
disparities among New Jérsey's school

“districts.

A new school a!di law was signed by
Gov. Christie Whitm@ in December and’
will take effect in the 1997-98 school
year. The law, which is supposed to
address expenditure dzspamles, will have

the opposite effect, It !yvm exacerbate the -

inherent inequity of using property taxes
to fund education.

The new education funding plan is ™

supposed to pour an' additional $286
million - in statc money into public
schools. That's good but property
taxpayers will ante up more of the
education bill than at any point in recent
memory approximately|60 percent in the
coming fiscal year. This means the state

will once again be lcaning on local.

property tax payers to raise the necessary
revenues to run local schpols
It's time that this vicious cyc!e of

flawed school funding! schemes and.

corresponding court rejections came to
an end. True school fun‘ding reform is
long overdue. o

Other revenue sources that are fairer

. and less punishing to New Jersey
families must be explored. In Michigan..

" voters approved  a referendum that

A}

abolished property taxes as a means of
paying for education. Another alternative
is to limit the local property tax.to a
uniform rate below the statewide median.
This  approach  would  provide
much-needed relief "to overburdened
residents while starting the process of
reducing our reliance on property taxes
to fund education. o
New Jersey's education, funding
problems remain unsolved and will never
be solved until we address the property
tax issue. The reliance on property taxes
is greater than ever, and the state
Supreme Court order will -not be met.
This is the same old game with a
different name. Unless a balanced,
responsible approach to property tax
reform is developed, New lJersey's
children will ‘pay the price in lost
educational opportunities today and
higher taxes tomorrow.ll
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Caution in Computer Funding:

|
\

\

Washington should

consider tying strings to money ffor schools

With the FCC's recent decision to
create a special fund to link schools to
the Internet and the Clinton
administration’s bid to doublie
Department of Education's funding for
computer literacy, Washington is poised
to send record numbers of computers into
the nation's classrooms. . :

This
Introduced in school districts  after
careful planning, computers can help
level the educational playing field,
making complex concepts accessible to
students with various backgrounds and
learning abilities. Used . improperly,
however, computers can become little
more than very expensive baby sittérs,
providing students little educational
benefit and potentially stripping districts
of scarce resources. Studies show, for
instance, that some programs hawked as

the

is mostly welcome news.

"educational software” impart no more

{earning than a common video arcade

game. .
Because of the potential \for misuse,

Washington, should consider attaching -

strings to the computer dE)Hars it is
handing out. One good vehncle for-doing
so is HR 1572, a bill mtroduced recently
by Rep. Constance A. More!la (R-Md.).

It would require school dlsmcts receiving
federal funding under the Schop s Act of
1994 to train and assess. teachers for
computer literacy. \

The most important step, however, is
for school districts to take the injtiative in
designing innovative programs|and then
funding them through competitive grants
offered by agencies like. the aNatxonal
Science Foundation.

. A role mode! could be the Iviionterey
Peninsula Unified School stmcx where

t
\
|
.

teachers and scientists are now creating a
World Wide Web site called "Virtual
Canyon.” -Using computerized video
footage of a huge undersea canyon in
Monterey Bay, students explore habitats
and aquatic life and publish their results
on the Web. Thus, in addition to learning
about biology and marine ecology,
students are able to develop marketable

-expertise in using computers as tools for

communication and research. )
But implementing this sort of
technological learning nationally won't

. be cheap: An extensive study completed

in 1995 by McKinsey and Co. says costs

_ would run about $109 billion to train.

teachers and install multimedia
computers in ali of our public school
classrooms. That's some price tag, but
one potentially worth every penny in the
long un.
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THE BELL'S RINGING

Legislature needs to help fastest groWing school districts

No matter what the fate of the House
and Senate tax bills now before a
conference committee, the Legislature
must adjust the way it allocates state
funds to local school districts or risk
seeing the fastest growing districts
buckle under the strain. - '

There are more than 1,000 school
districts in Texas, but the 120 fastest
growing districts — including Houston,

Conroe, Fort Bend, Galena Park,
Cypress-Fairbanks, Katy and others
throughout the Houston drea — have

almost half of all enrollment in Texas.
They must cope with 75 percent of the
exploding growth in "enrollment and

service 95 percent of the school bond
debt issued in the last five years to build.
new campuses.

Under the current formula, the state
enriches per-pupil payments to poor,
districts and to midsized districts to make
up for disadvantages of size and tax base.
The Legislature needs to enrich payments
to the fastest growing districts to help
cover the costs of rapid expansion —
more  district  staff,  construction

‘management, acquiring and holding land

in‘areas where fand prices are rising, etc.

The current formula also actively
penalizes many fast-growth districts. In
order to build one new school after the

~enrolled . in

“roof M i

other, fast-growth districts must issue
new bonds and then increase tax rates to
pay for them. But the state reduces state
aid to districts that raise tax rates beyond
a certain point.

Texas cannot afford a system that |

handicaps the 120 districts that must
educate half ‘of all Texas chiidren
public  schools. The |
Legislature should amend the allocation |
formula to help fast-growth districts ,
build the neighborhood schools they |

" need and handle the debt service without|

having to raise local taxes through the,

86. Associated Press
05-14 3:29a-

testing

By CONSTANCE SOMMER
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) - In his latest
proposal to boost California schools,
Gov. Pete Wilson proposed uniform
testing of elementary and high school

‘students to measure individual skill ~

levels.

Wilson said Tuesday that he will ask
the Legislature to spend $60 million to
buy an "off-the-shelf, standardized test”

-_selected by the state Board of Education.

But some contend that the governor's

~ proposal would undermine efforts to
create the state's own testing program.

"You need some connection between
the curriculum and a test,” said Tommye
Hutton, a spokeswoman for the
California Teachers Associaton. “If you
pull something off a shelf, you have no
guarantee this is happening.”

Under Wilson's plan, all public school

- students in the second through Ilth
grades would take the test, and their
individual scores would be available to
their parents and teachers, Wilson said.

In addition, aggregate scores of a
school district, a particular campus, or

even a classroom would be released to
the general - public, administration
officials said. :

"We need new standards to help bring
the kind of accountability that our
schools have long been lacking,” Wilson
said during a news conference ‘at
Camellia Avenue Elementary School in
North Hollywood. "We need to be able to
measure each student’s mdwudual skill
levels."

The test would cost about $10 per
student in the second-through-eighth
grades, and $40 each for the older
students.

In January, the goveriior proposed
budgeting about $23 million, or $5 per
pupil, for all-public schools that wanted

- to administer school-wide, standardized

tests. His latest proposal would add some
$60 million and wouild make the - testing
mandatory.

Wilson said additional funding for the
testing and other school-related programs
is being made possiblé by a dramatic
increase in revenues as the state recovers
from economic recession.

Aldes to the governor said the test

. classroom's scores against another. |

Governor urges new money for individualized student ;‘

!
could potentially allow parents and
administrators to judge specific teachers,
by allowing them to compare one
{

"The test for us is a measure of
accountability,” said Dan Edwards, the
assistant secretary- of the Office of Cl'uld

" Development and Education.

Wilson also called for an additional
*$50 million for his so-called "digital high
school,” a four-year plan to equip

California high schiools with high-téch

gear such as computers. He earher
proposed $50 million; his la}est
announcement bnngs the total package to
$100 million.

But" Hutto ~ bal ked at wexghmg
teachers'- performances in a such a
manner. '

"We don't think that's a falr way to
judge a teacher's capability," she sand
citing the involvement ‘of parents, the
time a child spends watching telewgen

" and other factors, as influencing' the

performance of various classrooms:
The Legislature’s fiscal adviser has

estimated that the state has abm%t $2

billion more in revenues than it expected
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service administers and scores such tests

as the Graduate Record Examinations.

Both the New York City-based
College Board, which sponsors the SAT
and PSAT, and the testing service have
consistently: denied charges that their
tests discriminate against girls. Howéver,
girls' SAT math scores last year lagged
34 points behind boys', on average, on
the 200-10-800-point scale. Boys scored
4 points higher than girls on the verbal
section. ("SAT, ACT Scores -Up, But
Racial Gaps Remain,” Sept. 4, 1996.)

Critics argue that girls lose out when

admissions to college and scholarship
awards are based on such scores. And,
they contend, because girls tend to get

“better grades than boys in high school

and college, the SAT fails at its' stated
goal of accurately predicting college
performance.

- In the study, the ETS acknowledges
that shortcoming but argues that grades
and tests measure different types of skills
and should be used together to make
judgments about students.

"It's laudable that ETS researches its
own tests," said Marcia C. Linn, a
professor of education at the University
of California, Berkeley. "Still, my
question is, can they design a test that
doesn't underpredict [women's college

grades], and what would that test Jook-

like?”
" One detractor blasted the study. "Its a
smoke screen designed to divert attention

l

_from the ongoing problems with the

exams that they pubhsh " said Bob
Schaeffer, the public education director
at the National Center|for Fair & Open

" Testing, ~or FairTest] a ‘Cambridge,

Mass.-based watchdog group. "What
does it prove for a bxg company to
publish a research paper that says its

product is not flawed?” Mr. Schaeffer’

said.
Trying To Leam
* But Nancy S. Cole, lthc president of

'~ the ETS and one of thel study's authors,

said that the study aimslto shed light on
conflicting claims about farge and small
gender  differences \ in  student

performance .and to help the testing

service improve its tests.

. "Our motivation for doing research is
to find out where we need to change so
we can change,” Ms. Cole said in an
interview.

"We're not absolving Purselves she
said. "We're just saying that the notion
that people have that there are some
differences that must be bias just didn't
hold up in the study.”

In its review of existing studies, the
report does its best to refute some of the
allegations leveled against|ETS tests and
repeatedly knocks down claims of bias.

One finding, which thetesting center
acknowledges is not new, thas particular
significance for how stude‘lnts do on the
SAT, and the study's conclusions about
fairness rely heavily on it. \

" The study found that results from tests
given 1o nationally representative
samples of 12th graders reveal a
bell-shaped distribution of scores for

" both genders, but with more males

appearing at both the very lowest end and
at the very highest.
As a result, when self-selected groups

of high-achieving students take such tests.
as the SAT, the new report argues, the -

score distribution reflects only the
male-dominated upper end of the
spectrum of test-takers.

[n addition, the report says, the skills
tested on high-stakes tests such as the
SAT may be those in. which males
perform better, such as mathematical
reasoning and concepts, and the skills on
which females excel, such as writing,
"have either been overlooked or have
been difficult and expensive to measure.”

-Such results, the study points out, "are
not surprising or an indication of bias but
are expected and follow from the results
in representative samples.” '

Yet, the ets agreed last year to the
settlement of a federal civil rights
complaint by  FairTest alleging
discrimination against girls in the

awarding of National Merit scholarships,

which are based on PSAT scores. Under
the agreement, the ETS promised to add
a writing-skills test to the PSAT. ("PSAT

To Add Writing Test To Settle Bias

Case,"” Oct. 9, 1996.)
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FCC Approves Discount Plan ﬂg)r Schools

- By Andrew Trotter .

Washington

The Federal Communications

Commission voted unanimously last

week to give deep discounts on the
purchase of telecommunications services
to most schools and public libraries,
lowering a major hurdle between schools
and the information age.

“This is one of the top five educatlon
actions by the federal government in our
nation's history,” said Gordon M.

~ Ambach, the executive director of the

Council of Chief State School Officers,

in a reaction that typified the enthusiasm
for the move expressed by many

education groups. |
The cost break for educational

institutions, known as the "E-rate," will
be available beginning Jan. |l 'and could
save schools and libraries up 1o $9 billion
over four years.

The FCC order, which lmplements the

. "universal service” provision of the
Telecommunications Act of] 1996, also

guarantees that people in low-income and

- high-cost areas will continue to have

affordable phone service.

Just before the vote, Reed E. Hundt,
the commission's chairman, sald the
discounts were  needed to provide

_ opportunity and equahtyl for all
Americans and to further advance the |

nation's  growing
economy. . 1 :
. The new rule sticks closely to the

. i,
- information-based
{

recommendations issued last November

by the Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service, an FCC advisory
group.

Schools in places with high
telecommunications costs or high
poverty rates will receive the greatest
discounts —as much as 90 percent.

But all public, private, and parochial
schools —as long as they are nonprofit
and do not have endowments of more
than $50 million —will benefit.

The wealthiest schools will get

discounts of 20 percent. Federal officials
estimate that the typical school will
receive a 60 percent discount.

The discounts  cover all

telecommunications services, including’

b GEY
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telephone calls, wireless services,

Internet access, and the installation and
ongoing costs of internal connections
within a building. Computers, software,
and training are not covered.

Universal-Service Fund

The companies that provide the
eligible services ‘will be compensated
from a universal-service fund created by
fees paid by. all teIecommumcanons
providers.

The fees will be assessed only as
schools and libraries require the services.

Internet-service providers do not have
to pay into the fund, a fact that has
dismayed the telephone companies. -

The fund has a cap of $2.25 billion for
schools and libraries for every calendar
year.

But up to half of any unused amount
will be carried ovet to increase the cap

" for the following year.’

For the first six months of 1998, the
fund is capped at 81 billion.

Schools must apply to the’ fund

administrator for discounts for-specific -

services.

Then schools will pay the discounted
rate, and the service provider will be
reimbursed from the fund. _

Any company, from a telephone giant
to .a small-town electrician, will be
eligible to provide Internet access and
internal connections within schools and

libraries and be relmbursed from the:

fund. '
Related Rules
The federal .agency also gave

_schools' . access: to
- telecommunications, - compared  the
decision to the introduction of electricity -

unanimous approval last week to two
related regulations that make far-reaching
changes in the rate. structure for
telecommunications services.

The rate changes are designed. among

other purposes, to provide the

- wherewithal for phone companies to pay
" into the universal-service fund without

raising charges for basic phone service.
The complex rules reduce the access

fees that long-distance telephone -

companies pay to local phone companies
to connect telephone calls,

They also permit local companies to
make limited increases in phone charges

for additional residential phone lines and -
. multiple business-phone lines.

At a press conference after the FCC's

- décision, jubilant leaders of education

and library groups and their supporters in
Congress and the Clinton administration
hailed it as a historic social policy.
Several said it was on a par with the GI

Bill, the law that since the 1940s has -

given ¢ducation aid to veterans.
An Electric Moment
' Vice President Al Gore, one of the
first national -leaders’ to champion
advanced

in schools in the 19th century,
But educators have also cautioned that
some schools will have trouble paying

_ for telecommunications services even at |

the maximum discount.
Costly investments in computers,
software, and teacher training also will

emphasized the task yet to come, -

. supported discounts for schools, but he

be needed 1o use technology effectively.
Secretary of Education Richard W.
Riley relished the moment, then

"We have a great responsibility,” he
said. "Most of all, we must show that it
really makes a difference in the
classroom.”

Additional concermns about the
decision were voiced by companies that
provide local telephone service.

Marvin Bailey, the director of federal
relations and educational policy for the
Chicago-based Ameritech Corp., said he

questioned the "recovery mechanism" for
the universal-service fund.

Mr. Bailey said the regional Bell :
telephone companies oppose gwmg
schools  discounts  for  internal *
connections and Internet access because |
they believe those are outside the scope |-
of the Telecommunications Act..

The regional Bell companies estimate :
that those services will make up about 60E
percent of overall spending from. the
universal-service fund. i

If school discounts for intemalj
connections and Internet access were
excluded, the fund would require only Sl
billion annually from the various
ielecommunications  providers, Mr!
Bailey said. - |

If the companies decide to sue to
block the rules, a court could put the
E-rate on hold pending the outcome of

such a suit. , :

i
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JUDGE: PRINCIPAL MUST TAKE ACTION

AGAINS T HARASSERS

hen a swudent " complains
about sexual harassment by

peers, a school administrator .

- must do more than separate the kids, a
federal judge has ruled.

A junior high school principal who
moved a girl who complained, and
suspended the boys who were accused,

" may not have done enough to stop the

alleged abuse, the U.S. District Court for-

- the Northern District of California said in
refusing to dismiss a case last month.
-Changing the victim's schedule, the

court sald “was not a step reasonably

“calculated to end the peer sexual

harassment.”
Take 'Affirmative Action’
"Putting a stop to sexual harassment
would seem to require taking some
affirmative action against the harassers,
and ‘at the very least, speaking wnth
them,” the court said.

At this stage, the court must consider
the facts in the alleged victim's favor. In
refusing to dismiss the case, the court
found the principal could be held

individually liable for violating Title !IX
of the 1972 Education Amendments,
which prohibits sex discrimination in
federally funded . education prograrjns.
Another Brick In The Wall The ruling in
Nicole M. v. Martinez Unified School
District (1997 WL 193519) came ddwn

* on the side of federal judges in Califotnia
- and elsewhere who are imposing greater

responsibility on schools to stop students
from sexually harassmg classmates (ED
Jan. 2).

District Judge Manlyn Patet ‘sand

:
i
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Schools, libraries to pay less for telecommumcattons

By Tamara Henry
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - The Federal
Communications Commission
Wednesday agreed to give a cut rate to
the nation's 110,000 public schools for

[nternet access and ogher
telecommunications services.
Beginning Jan. 1, 1998, FCC

Chairman Reed E. Hundt says discounts
will range from 20% to 90%, providing
yearly overall savings of $2.25 billion.

Vice President Al Gore .says the -

discounts - nicknamed the "E-rate” -

" . mean that for "most schools and libraries
the cost of both telephone access and -

Internet access will be cut in half. Access
for our poorer schools will be virtually
free.”

The discount will be based on the

number of public school students eligible
for free and reduced lulnches, and it also
will be available to abolut 9,000 libraries
and those private, nonprofit schools with
endowments of léss than $50 million.

Some school dism’cts' are paying about
$200 a month in access charges, while
others pay $2,000 |for the same
technology services. Currently telephone
companies charge schools the business
rates, which are higher lthan residential
rates for phone service and online access.
A 'few schools negotiate lthexr own rates.

Anne L. Bryant of the National
School Boards Association says only
14% of classrooms nov‘{ have Internet
access. Paul Houston of the American
Association of School Administrators
estimates the discounts| will average
about 60%.

To pay for the discount, the FCC
approved a proposal to expand the scope
of an ‘existing fund that provides -
below-cost telephone service to poor and
rural areas. That fund now is financed
through  charges to local and
long-distance telephone companies.

Now, the fund will -receive
contributions from all
telecommunications carriers, including
cable operators and cellular service -
providers. The amount of support
annually is capped at $2.25 billion.

"History will record this act as the

-most important federal initiative to

advance education into the information
age of the 2Ist century,” says Gordon
Ambach, executive director of the
Council of Chief State School Officers.l
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FCC PLAN GI VES SCHOOLS INTERNET

DISCOUNTS

America's schoolchildren would get
the chance to use the educational

resources of the Internet under a plan |

adopted Wednesday by the Federal
Communications Commission.
The plan would provide schools with

discounts of up to 90 percent of the cost

of bringing the Internet computer

classrooms.

Virtually all H0,000% public and
private elementary and secor;dary schools
would be eligible for discounted rates,
which Congress required}in a’ 1996
telecommunications | law.

Schools also would be given discounts

for the costs of hooking up to -

telecommunications networks needed to
tap into the Internet and the costs of
wiring " inside classrooms.

Discounts would vary and would also

be available to "disadvantaged" libraries,

though the criteria for that are not clear M

network into

?
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FCC: Give Schools Intemet Dzs€ount

By Matthew McAllester. STAFF WRITER

President Bill Clinton’s vision of
bringing the Internet to every classroom
in the country by the year 2000 moved
.closer to reality yesterday when the

1

independent Federal Comm\unications
Commission approved a plan. that will
give schools a 20 to 90 percent discount
on Internet access.

"For any school that has or hasn't
started to put themselves onto the
information superhighway, this should

- prove a serious incentive to get on it or



increase the degree to which you make
technology an integral part of every.
student’s education,” said Jamie Rubin,
FCC education task force director.
Starting next year, the plan, which
will involve $2.25 billion per year at the
most, will provide funds to any school
that applies, including private schools.
The money will be raised through fees’
from telecommunications companies and

" will be distribufed according to the

relative wealth of the school district.
Libraries also will benefit under the plan,
which aims to fulfill the requirement of
the 1996 Telecommunications Act to

provide affordable, high quality
telecommunications  access to  all
Americans. :

“It sounds like a wonderful thing for

sure,” said Robert Parry, deputy

superintendent

of Nassau BOCES.
"Local districts will determine whether
the savings will be spent on ~other
educational needs or in reducing taxes.”

Rubin said schools and libraries - |

should quickly begin to decide how
much Internet access they want to invest

- in so that they can be ready to fill in the
The |

application forms in the fall.
program will begin in January, he said il
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$2 Billion i in Dzscounts to Azd Schools' Access to

Internet .

~ By Rene Sanchez
Washington Post Staff Writer

It is a landmark subsidy for the,’

nation’s schools: more than $2 billion a
year in discounts to help educators plug
their students into the computer age.
That pool of cash, which would be
created under a plan adopted yesterday
by the Federal Communications
- Commission, could provide a
. much-needed boost to school districts
scrambling to connect their classrooms to
~ the Internet but lacking the resources to
do it.

. Under the FCC plan,. more than A

110,000 schools nationwide, most of
them public, will be eligible beginning
next year -for discount rates that range
from 20 percent to 90 percent for
connection to the Internet and service
charges. The size of the discounts will
depend largely on how’ economically
. disadvantaged a school's enrollment is.
Some libraries also will be eligible for

lower rates. In all, more than 50 million a

students could benefit.

Education Secretary Richard W. Rlley
hailed the discount plan yesterday as a
"giant step” into the next century for the
nation's schools. . However, several
studies recently have estimated the total
costs of infusing classrooms with new
technology to be much greater than the
amount of the subsidy that the FCC has

approved. By some measures, meeting.
that goal could cost $109 billion over the .

next decade.

_ Even with the new discounts, many
state and local governments - could
struggle to come up with the money
needed to fully enter the information age.
Schools that received a 60 percent
discount, for example, still would have to
‘find enough money to foot the rest of the
bill.

But education ofﬁmals ‘expressed
optimism yesterday that the discounts
will spur more states to increase their
commitment to improving schooi
technology. . : ‘

“This will start the ball rolling,” said
Carolyn Breedlove, a policy official at
the National Education Association, the
nation's ' largest teacher union.. "It's
definitely going to be hard i in some areas,
but having this kind of foundation is a

huge incentive.”

The number of schools tappmg into
the educational resources on the Internet

* is rising sharply. More than half o_f the
nation’s public schools are now linked in
' some way to the Internet, up from 335

percent {wo years ago, according to
Education Department surveys. Few
individual classrooms, however, are
wired — less than 15 percent, by some
estimates. And affluent schools are much
more likely than those in rural or poor
urban areas to-be online.
Linda Roberts, director
Education's Department’s technology

of the

office, said that the full-priced monthly|

costs of using the Internet have deterred!
some schools from installing - the.
technology in more than one classroom,

if at all. A growing number of states areJ
vowing to get all of their public schools
linked to the Intemet, she said, but only
a few are gemng close to achlevmg that

~ goal.

This is how the dxscoum plan wnll
work: Schools can get lower rates for
having the technology installed in
classrooms, as well for connection
charges 10’ a compiter network and for
monthly service costs. Schools will not
be handed money from the $2.25 bill 1on
annual fund that the FCC is creating,
Rather, they will pay the technology
company from which they purchase
services a portion of the bill, and the

" government will relmburse the company

for the rest. i
Discount rates will be determined by
the number of students at a schoot who
are ecligible for federally subsidized
school lunches. Schools with less than |
percent participation in the subsidized

" funch program would get a 20 percem

discount, while the poorest school
districts would get 90 percent dlscoums
~ Private schools must have endowments
of less than $50 mitlion to be ehg:b

Federal officials estimate that the average
discount rate for a school will be about
60 percent B -
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Winners and Losers in New F ee Rules

By JUBE SHIVER Jr.
The  Federal
Commission on Wednesday issued
~ wide-ranging rules that will change
domestic phone charges. Here's who
stands to benefit from and be hurt by the

changes:
WINNERS

Long-distance companies: AT&T,

MCI, Sprint and other long-distance -
firms now pay the bulk of subsidies to

fund universal access but will contribute
much less under the new rules because

local carriers will be required to sharply

reduce some of the costs they charge
long-distance carriers for originating and
terminating toll calls.

Local phone rivals: For the first time,
" companies that compete against the Baby
Bells to offer local phone service will be
able to share in the billions of dollars’

Communications |

worth of subsidies |that go to local
carriers to pay for phone service in
high-cost areas.

Schools  and | libraries: A
universal-service fund will be created to
help link the nation's|schools, libraries
and some rural hospitals to the Internet.

Poor. and rural| customers: = A
universal-service fund wilt continue to
benefit these customers with subsidies.
The FCC says added stibsidies will start
Jan.'1, 1999,

LOSERS

US West and GTE Both companies
serve a large number of subscribers in
high-cost rural areas and are likely to feel
the financial pinch of tihe FCC's cut of
long-distance access fees, which largely
underwrite rural phone subsidies.

Multi-line phone users: Businesses
and residential customers will pay higher

rates for extra phone lines. Hardest hit
will be small businesses that make few
long-distance calls and lack a private
branch exchange, or PBX, to route calls
from a single incoming line to several

_ internal extensions. Also, customers who

use a second phone line at home to use
the Internet will pay slightly higher
monthly - rates. But businesses and
residents with high-speed ISDN lines for
[nternet access will pay as much as 75%
less in basic monthly costs for the
service.

[nternet access provxders: These
businesses will be disproportionately hit .
because they maintain hundreds of phone
lines through which their customers gain
access to the Internet. However, they
were exempted from paying additional
special access fees to local phone
carriers. 3
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FCC Takes On Phone—CompaILy Subsidies

By Scott Ritter

Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal -

- WASHINGTON —. The Federal
Communications Commission took the
first major steps toward revamping the
$23 billion web of telephone-company
subsidies, but postponed a huge decision

on continuing to subsidize consumers’

who live in high-cost areas.

The rules adopted yesterday will
impose a $2.75-a-line fee for business
customers that have more than one phone
line, an increase that will show up in bills
come January.

The FCC, as part of the govemmem S
push to make telephone service more
competitive, adopted related plans to
Keep  basic  local-calling
affordable and wire the nation's
classrooms and libraries to the Internet.
But it delayed until 1999 a vote on how
much should be spent to keep phone
.service affordable in rural areas and other

parts of the country where: strmgmg_

phone lines is expensive.

"We're now on a much slower path to
subsidy . reform than many people
thought,” said Scott Cleland, an analyst

* other

rates '

with Washington Research Group, a

division of Schwab Caplltal Markets &

Trading Group. "The status quo survived
to a large extent.”

By rejiggering the complex system of
access charges, which are the fees
long-distance carriers pay local phone
companies to connect calls,| FCC officials
said residential and busine\ss callers will
see lower long-distance rates in coming
years, That is partly because the FCC

rules cut access charges by $1.7 billion

beginning in July, and AT&T Corp. and
long-distance  carriers  have
promised to pass the sa\'/ings on to

customers. All told, access fees witl drop

by $18.5 billion over the next five years,

FCC economists said.

While the access charges|will decline
in the future, the FCC's p{an shifts other
fees to flat-rate mﬂnthly charges,
including the " $2. ?S-a-hng fee for
businesses with multiple p‘hone lines.
That could hurt businesses that have a lot
of phone lines but make few
long-distance calls. The aéency also
adjusted the formula that determmes the
cap on prices local phone compames can

charge long-distance carriers that connect
calls over their networks. Under the new
formula, which is tied to productivity
gains, prices will drop significantly.
Although the final details of the order

“weren't available, long- -distance carriers

were generally happy with the agency's
orders. "The FCC has crafted a good
compromise that will result in tangible
benefits for American consumers,”

© AT&T Chairman Robert Allen said. But

he urged the agency to continue pushing
for access-charge reductions.

But the commission's actions left
some local phone companies rather
grumpy. "I don't know of any company
in America that will remain in business if
required to reduce rates year after year by
65% more than the national
productivity. Yet we're being ordered to
do so,” said Richard McCormick,
chairman of U.S West, in Denver. "And,
we're being ordered to do so on top of -
being required to reduce prices in other
areas and to open our networks at below
costs to competitors who want to serve

-only our most profitable customers.”

Edward Young, vice president for



external affairs at Bell Atlantic Corp., in _
Phaladelph:a, wasn't happy either. "We

are disappointed that the FCC has gone
beyond the requirements of the Telecom
"Act by mandating lower access charges
rather than letting the market drive down
prices,” he said.
By 1998, access charges will drop to
- about a penny a minute from nearly three
cents today, according to the FCC.

Residential consumers with just one line

will see their long-distance bills decline
8% that year, to an average of $20.65 a
month from $22.50.

Meantime, the agency said it will -
continue to work on economic models to

forecast the amount of money needed to
subsidize phone service in rural and
highcost regions of the country. The FCC

also faces opposition from some state

regulators. who say the states should
determine those subsidies.

The decision to delay work on the
issue drew a sharp rebuke from Senate
Commerce Committee Chairman John

McCain (R., Ariz.), whose commiitee |

oversees the FCC. "I am concerned
equally with what the FCC has done
today and with what the FCC has failed

. to do today,” he said. A
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Gettmg Connected ,
' Dlscounts For Schools To Link With Internet Almed At Fmanclal Gap

By Harry Levins Of The Post- stpatch Staff
Post-Dispatch News Services Contributed To This Story.

A federal agency took a big step
Wednesday toward wiring classrooms for -
the Internet - and breaking down what
some . educators call
apartheid.” )

- The  Federal  Communications
Commission in Washington unanimously
said "yes" to discounts that would cover
up to 90 percent of the tab a school pays
for hooking up to the Internet. -

The Internet is the web of computer

links that lets a computer user in
Normandy, Mo., communicate w:th one
in Normandy, France.

The Internet also opens up to its users
millions. of “sites”
information. .

But this electronic library bears a
price tag. Schoels must buy:

* New computers that can tap into the

Internet; many schools are stuck with

antiques from a decade ago.

* Wiring to bring the Internet into the
computers.

* Service from Internet providers - the
go-between companies that connect an
individual computer ‘to the Internet
world.’ ‘

By and large, the costs that come with

“the Internet mean that only wealthier
school districts have been able to use it to
the fullest. Thus, the "apartheid” of
high-tech haves and have-nots.

Wednesday's vote will go a long way
‘toward leveling things.

The discounts go to all schools,
private as well as public. The poorest
schools will get the most money - the 90
percent bargam

But just last November, ' Vice

"technological

packed  with |

President ' Al' Gore  predicted that the -

average school would save 60 percent off
list cost.

The money will come from a
surcharge on families and businesses

" with more than one phone line. The flow

begins on Jan. 1.

Nobody knows for sure how many
schools already have the Internet.

A year ago, the Education Department
put the figure at half of America's
schools as of October 1995 - up from
about a third the year before.

But even schools that are hooked up
tend to cluster their Internet computers
into a lab. )

The 1995 figures found that only 9
percent’ of the schools had Internet
connections in individual classrooms. -

In the St’ Louis -area, “educators
welcomed the news from Washington.

At the school headquarters of the

Archdiocese of St. Louis, curriculum
director Ray Wicks was relieved to hear
that the program would cover not only
the Internet but also the wiring through
which it flows.”

« "Typically, earljer. discounts had taken ‘-

the wiring up to the exterior wall, but the

. discount stopped there,” he said.

“Now, it'll go through the wall and
into the classroom."

As of last fall, he said, only one in -

five of the Archdiocese's 168 elementary
schools could click on the Internet. And
now? A
"This is good news for all education;
public and parochial.”
"It's good news for the Cahokia School
District, which has barely tapped into the

Intemct

"We'lve received some grants in the
last year for specific programs, but
they're small,” said administrator Amett

H

Harvey. i
And how small is small? "We have

" maybe four terminals in the high school

on the Internet, and maybe two in the
Jjunior high school.”

In the Normandy School Dlstnct
technical coordinator Cheryl Watts sald
she would give first priority to upg,radmg
the Internet connection that her schools

: already have.

Only after that, she said, would she
seek to put more computers in more
schools.

Right now, the district’s Only ptpe mes
to the Internet are 20 terminals in'a lab at
Normandy Middle School. ’ !

Watts  described their wiring jas
midlevel. She wants better stuff, "so we
can carry lots of voice and data at the
_same time," 1

Most home computer users pay about
$20 a month to an Internet provider. |

!
’
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The flow goes through phone line_'s; if .

the home has only a single line and'the

computer is hogging it, anybody trymg to

call in will get a busy signal. ;
Many home users get around the

) problem by getting the computer its own
~ line. (In this area, that costs a bxtlless

than $15 a month.)
Schools can also pay in that low-end
range for hooking up to the Internet! But
many schools need (or at least want)
wiring that can move more data with
more zip.

And that kind of hxgh-end hookup can
i
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run $3,000 to $4,000 a month, said Cal
Owens of the Cooperating School
Districts of St. Louis County.

High- or low-end, the aim is te brmg
all children into the digital age. .

Estimates are that four in 10 U.S.
households have computers - magnets for
youngsters. Children in these homes tend
to become computer-literate in a hurry.

But those homes tend to cluster in the
higher-rent districts. '

Children whose parents have college

" degrees are good bets to tinker at home

with a keyboard and computer mouse.

1

But children in gocr families are shut’
out - unless they can get to a keyboard
and a mouse at school.

Until Wednesda)}’s announcement, the
same imbalance extended to schools. The
rich schools got thé Internet, while the
poor got poorer.

As one former big-city educator told
The Baltimore Sun, "By the time you get
down to it, you have to fund a school
nurse or a computer. It's a decision no
one wants to make."

Last year, m his \State of the Unmn

I

address, President Bill Clinton laid out a
goal: the Internet in every American
school by the year 2000. The cost
estimate then: $50 billion.

Wednesday's announcement helps but
will fall far short. -

That's because the new telephone
surcharge will generate only $2.25
billion a year. )

And the schools will have to share the
Internet pie. with libraries and rural
hospitals, which can also cut themselves
aslice.l

8. The Atlanta Constitution
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This story also appeared in the Detroit Free Press.

F CC approves plan to hook schools, libraries to Intemet

By Jeannine Aversa, The Associated Press

America’s schoolchildren would get
"the . chance to use the educational
resources of the Internet under a plan
adopted Wednesday by the Federal
Communications Commission.

The plan would provide schools with
discounts of up to 90 percent of the cost
of bringing the Internet computer
network into classrooms. ’

Virtually all 110,000 elementary and
secondary schools _ both public and
private _ would be eligible for the .
discounted rates, which Congress
required in a 1996 telecommunications
faw. Internet access is the centerpiece of
President Clinton's  second-term
educational goals.

In addition to discounts for the
Internet service itself, schools would be
given discounts for the costs of hooking
up to telecommunications networks
necessary to tap into the Internet and the
costs of wiring inside classrooms.

Discounts would vary and would also
be available to “"disadvantaged" libraries,
though the criteria for that are not clear.

Vice President Al Gore said the FCC's
action means that “our children will not
be stranded in the high-rent dlstncts of
cyberspace.” )

But Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz,
chairman of the Senate Commerce
Committee, who voted against the 1996

law, called the Interne‘t project a “huge
new federal subsidy program.”

The plan would limit the amount of
money available to $2 25 billion per
year. The money would 2o to a school's
telecommunications provider _ possibly
a local, long-distance or cable company

_ to pay for discounted|services.

The money would come from raising
a federal monthly cha.rge for homes and
businesses with more than one telephone

line. 1t would also come from adding

. n‘otably wireless
telecommunications cor{lpanics _toan
existing subsidy program that supports
universal telephone acc'etss.

An independent third party,
National Exchange Carriers Association,
_not the FCC _ will col léct and dole out
funds begmnmg Jan. i, 1998 However,
schools and libraries can f;:le applications
for a slice of the funds beginning July 1.
Other than for the |most affluent
schools, discounts would|range from 40
percent to 90 percent, depending on the
wealth of a school and whether itis in a
high-cost telecommunications area such
as a rural community.
* Wealth is defined by the number of
students eligible for federally subsidized

new contributors

) school lunches. Schools with less than |

percent participation in the subsidized
lunch program would getja 20 percent

discount.

Before schools or l:branes are eligible
for the discounted rates, however, state
regulators must adopt the FCC's
discounting criteria, an FCC. attorney
said. State regulators also would have to
certify schools’ technology plans.

The Clinton administration has said
the average school discount would be 60
percent. One-third of schools would get
at least an 80 percent discount and the
poorest 15 percent would get a 90
percent discount.

About half the nation's publlc schools
were linked to the Internet by October
1995, up from 35 percent one year
earlier, according to an Education

-Department survey. However, only 9

percent of individual classrooms had
access. .
Lynne Bradley, depu:y executive
director of the American Library
Association’s Washington office, said
44.4 percent of all public libraries in the
United States are connected to the
Internet. But only about 28 percent have
computers connected to the Internet
available for pubiic use. .
The FCC also is making up to $400
million available each year to pay for
discounted telecommunications rates for
rural health-care facilities. Bl
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'Education Bill For DtSabled Clears Panels; Dzsczplme
Provisions Were Sticking Point

By Robert Greene
Associated Press
An overhaul of the law guaranteeing
education for millions of disabled
children cleared House and Senate,
committees yesterday after negotiators
_settled long-standing disputes | over
discipline, children's rights and legal
costs. :
The overhaul and extension of the
1975, Individuals. With 'Disabilities
. Education Act could reach President
" Clinton's desk by month's end.
Committee approval followed four:
months of negotiations involving the
House, Senate and Clinton administration

over a bill that had stymued lawmakers :

for more than two years.

A key compromise would give new
powers to school officials to remove
disabled students who bring wedpons or
drugs to school, and keep them out for as
.long as 45 days pending a final decision.
The removal policy has been limited to
students who bring firearms. Also, a
hearing officer rather than a court would
determine whether children can be

moved to another classroom or school for
endangering themselves or others. .

. However, the bill would guarantee
that they could continue their education
elsewhere if they were expeiled.

" may discipline disabled children,”

"Educators * will have. a clearer
understanding of when and how they
said
Sen. James M. Jeffords (R-Vt.), chairman -

" of the Senate Labor and Human

Resources Committee. "Parents will
know that the rights of their children are
protected.”

The original civil nghts legislation
guarantees a free and "appropriate”
public education to children with a range
of physical, mental and emotional

- disabilities. The law is intended to bring

children with .conditions into regular
public schoois as much as possible,
requiring local schools to provide tutors,
specially trained teachers, medicines and
medical equipment. ) .
However, costs have expanded with
the increasing numbers of children found
to have disabilities, including attention
deficit disorder and learning problems
such’ as dyslexia. The Education
Department puts the number at 5.4
million and distributes money to states
based on the number of disabled

students.
One provision would change the

- funding formula to make federal support,

-about $4 billion'this year, depend on
“poverty and population. In other, related
" provisions, local schools could lower:

" their share of the program costs if

Congress makes more money available,
and states could not lower their payments
to local school districts.

The bill also attempts to answer |
complaints by school officials about the ¢
high legal cost of resolving disputes over :
handling disabled children, while parents |
say too many decisions about the fate of i
their children are made without !
consultation. The bill would require that
mediation be made available in all states |

"as an alternative to more expensive court

hearings and limit instances under which
parents can collect lawyers' fees.

Parents would have to tell schools

before attempting to move disabled

children to special private schools and |

billing the public schools. At the same |

I

!

{

time, parents would have greater access |
to their children's records and |
deliberations over their future. :
"The bill will assure parents’ ability to l
participate in key decision-making :
meetings about their children's educatlon
and they will be updated no less regu{a.rly
than the parents of nondisabled students '
through parent-teacher conferences and!
report cards,” said Rep. William F.
Goodling (R-Pa.}, chairman of the House!
Education .and  the Workforcc

Committee. I
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Panels Appear to End Impasse on School Funds: B
Compromise may free special education money tied up
by the state's refusal to provzde same services to young

felons

By FAYE FIORE

. TIMES STAFF WRITER
WASHINGTON Legislation

approved Wednesday by two key

congressional committees . appears to

have saved $332 million in special

education funds for California's public

schoolchildren—money that had been in .

jeopardy because the state has refused to
provide the same educational services for
imprisoned felons.

The U.S. Department of Education has

|
!
:
!
i
'
1
!

i
H
(

been threatemng to. withhold federal
funds that help about 590,000 pubhc
school students with physical, ematnonal
and learning disabilities.. The fedejral
officials cited a law that they interpret as
requiring states to provnde mcarcerated

by
H

-
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Metro News Briefs: NEW YORK
A School Board Gets Its First Black Majorzty

MOUNT VERNON — For the first
time, the school board of . this
predominantly black city’ will be

controlled by black members, five of

whom won seats on Tuesday in the

election for the nine-member board.
The black candidates defeated five

white candidates who were supported by

the ltalian Civic Association. For more

than 50 years, the association controlled
the school board in Mount Vernon, a city
where 54 percent of residents and 77
percent of public schooichildren are
black, as are the Mayor and four of five

- City Council members.
"This offers us a new possibility to

meet the needs of all of this city's

. children,” said the Reverend W. Franklyn

Richardson, founder of the Coalition for

the Empowerment of People of African

Ancestry, formed five years ago to
oppose the LC.A.
-The coalition, which fielded the slate

of five black candxdatés, maintained that .

the L.C.A.'s interest in School politics had
. T .
everything to do with power and jobs and
nothing to do with ]educalion. Many
school emplayees are| LC.A. members,
including  Schools | Superintendent
William C. Prattella. Coalition officials

have long called for the resignation of |

Mr. Prattella, who with 25 years on the

~ job, is the longest-serving superintendent

in Westchester County.
 Asked about the election results, Mr.
Prattella said, “I would prefer not to
comment.”
The last election, in 1996 resulted in
a board of seven whites and two blacks.

~ After that vote, in which four LC.A.

candidates defeated four coalition

candidates, the coalition called for a

Federal inquiry. Several state and

Federal complaints of racism filed by the

coalition are still under investigation.
04:34 EDT May 8, 19978
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School district may lack money to opemte new

computers

GRAND JUNCTION, Colo. (AP) -
The state is giving School District 51
nearly $1 miltion to install computers in

. every elementary school library, but the
district may lack the funds to operate the
system.

The state grant will pay for the
‘computers and the installation, but the
district will be responsible for all access
and communication charges.
Instructional technology coordinator
Nancy Robbins said it will cost $53,000

- schools,

to gain access to the state’s electronic

, library system next year.

if the district installs high-capacity
telephone lines to all 123 elementary
it could be bxi ed another
$68,000 annually in phone charges,

_Robbins said.

The system is expectedito be complete
in two years.

School officials said the opportunity
to install the computers outwexghcd the

|

future costs.

© "It's kind of like the chicken and the
egg here,” Superintendent George
Straface said Tuesday. "How do we keep
up, make sure our kids have access to
that technology?”

 The school board president, Debbie

Johns, said the district might be forced to
limit use of the computers and
downgrade the capacity of the phone
lines to cut costs. M

42. Associated Press.
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Board has hearing on health physzcal education

curriculum

By PEGGY FIKAC
Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN (AP) - The state curriculum
rewrite shouldn't include sex education
because Texas law leaves that issue to
school districts, a conservative education
activist says.

"It is clear that the  Legislature
intended for the highly sensitive subject

: ‘i
of human sexuality instruct'ion not to be
taught on the basis of 'a: statewide
mandate, but rather on the Sasis of local
decisions reflecting local | input and
reflecting community values at the {ocal
level,” Allan Parker of the Texas Justice
Foundation said Wednesday{. The group
favors limited government and, among
other issues, supports allowing parents to

use tax money for private school tuition.

But the general counsel for the Texas
Education Agency, David Anderson, said
at a public hearing that the state
curriculum in that area is meant'to serve
as a guideline for schools that choose to
teach sex education.

Education Commissioner Mike Moses
has suggested that the section include
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state law requirements that if sex
education is taught, it must emphasize
abstinence. Because textbooks are
written to reflect the curriculum, that
would ensure school districts have books
available to them that follow the. law

_ Anderson said. :

The health and physical education
curriculum rewrite, which includes sex
education, had many supporters at
Wednesday's hearing by the State Board
of ‘Education. Among them was Judy

Jonas of the Texas Comprehensive
School Health Initiative, a coalition of
health and education organizations.
"We really feel that they will give
schools the framework they need to

" develop their own curriculum,” she said

of the rewrite, known as Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills.

The State Board of Education will
take a preliminary vote this week on

. health and physical education, along with

a proposed curriculum for foundation

subjects including Engﬁsh.

science, '
social studies and math. : ,
The state curriculum = rewrite i

represents the first time in more than a
decade that officials are taking a hard
look at'what students are expected to
know. ) i
The board earlier approved a revised * |
curriculum for geometry, Algebra [ and |
11 and enrichment courses, including fine :
arts and career and technology courses.l
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Schools gear up to trim the fat

By Jan Ferris Bee Staff Writer
Sacramento City school officials
" unveiled the blueprint Wednesday for a
shake-up of the district's top management
~— a plan that would trim
long-criticized bloat at 520 Capitol Mall
by reassigning a number of emp)oyees

directly to the schools.

The proposed reshuffling aims to

place more emphasis on a number of -

areas, including low-achieving schools,
staff development and alternative
education. Officials hope to reduce the
administrative staff while increasing the
number of educators coming in contact
with teachers and students. ,

The reorganization also calls for the

elimination of about” 20 top jobs,

although roughly as many new — and
. less expensive positions — would be
created in their place,
Financial Officer Laura Bruno.
Cutting top posts would save .the
district about $200,000 a year. The
savings would be offset, however, if
trustees sign off on higher wages for
other managers, alse  discussed
Wednesday. The raises - which
officials say would bring the Sacramento
~ City Unified School District closer to Elk
Grove, San Juan and other California
districts
$250,000 a year.

‘Sacramento City officials have hinted

the

said Chief

~ would cost more than

for weeks that they're angling to shuffle
several inefficient managers to new
positions. The issue is already shaping up
as a concern to activists because many of
the likely transfers are ethnic minorities.
The sole speaker who broached the

subject Wednesday was cut off by board

President Jay Schenirer because the
specifics about who may be reassigned
won't be made public until Monday’s
board meeting. ’

"We believe this is a very diverse
district,” said Superintendent Jim

Sweeney before the evening meeting.
. "We'll centainly be paying attemxon to

such concerns. )
A restructuring of the long-ailing
district, as well as the survey of

‘management salaries, has been in the
works since the new board majority was.

sworn  in 4172 months  ago.

Then-Superintendent Ted Kimbrough
was the first to go. His associate

superintendent for personnel, Joseph
Carrillo, was all but stripped of his duties
in February.

Last month, Carrillo ﬁled a claim
against the district, a necessary legal step
before he can sue. He is also seeking

$10,000 for an alleged Brown Act
violation by the board in connection with .

his demotion.

Wednesday, however officials med to

T
;
i
l
|
i
§
i
|

H
train the focus on the goals of the larger ‘
reorganization, not -the fate of i
individuals. {

Adult education, magnet schools anci
several other student programs, for !
example, would be folded into- the |
renamed "Instruction and Learning” |
division. The plan would also createi‘
“student achievement teams” assigned as:
“resource, coach and critical friend” to;’
teachers and based in the district's most
troubled schools. The campuses would
be selected by this fall. .

"I do think we'll be better as a result of
this,” Sweeney said.

Details of the reorganization were stlll
‘being printed and passed out long after

- the meeting got under way. The most

“critical list, detailing the targets for
elimination, wasn't released. That
prompted a sharp rebuke from parent
advocate Maureen Fitzgerald. ;

"This is the most major reorganization
of this district in years, yet we are getting
too little time to look at this," said
Fitzgerald, who also criticized trusteés
for failing to vxdeotape the meeting for
cable broadcast.”

Sweeney agreed to conduct a publxc
question-and-answer session about the
proposed changes from 11:30 am. to
1:30 p.m. Friday in the district afﬁce
520 Capitol Mall n
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"We feel the plan to reform higher
education will be more responsive to

individual citizens and- Kentucky
businesses,” Read said.
John  Antenucci, president of

'PlanGraphics, a Frank fort-based firm that
has a global business in geographic
information systems, said Kentucky's
universities often are just not good
enough.

"There is too much duplication. There
is too much focus on head count. There
is too little focus on university-level
matters,” Antenucci said. "This is
unacceptable and it is costly.",

Alex Warren, senior vice president for
Toyota, said the company has a
continuing opening for skill jobs that pay
nearly $50,000 per year because trained
workers are not available in Kentucky.

Warren said the company went to the

traditional higher education system for
training needs and ;gfailed. *Territorial
politics determines the decision-making

" and everything stays ‘the samie,” Warren

said.

The company created its own system
" that depends on six jinstitutions, some
private and one from ancther state, to
provide training. -

But Mark Yelton, a Wilder
businessman and president of the
northern Kentucky UK alumni chapter,
said the General Assergbly needs to take
into account what peoble want.

[ implore you, please don't take the
attitude, "You may not want it, but we
know what's good for y!ou,'" Yelton said.

Glasgow Mayor Char]cs Honeycutt,
representing the Kentucky League of
Cities, acknowledged|that many city
leaders where community colleges were

located fear the loss of those institutions.
Honeycutt said the fears were unfounded
and he endorsed Patton’s plan.
"His plan offers a vision and a hope
for tomorrow,” Honeycutt said.
~ The opposite view came from Alan
Taylor, a Henderson businessman who
said he has used facilities at the local
community college and hired its students.
"My fear is that we are debating fixing

something that's not broken," Taylor
said.
Elsewhere, a couple of other

organizations weighed in on the debate
on the side of Patton.

The Kentucky Educauon Assocuanon
and the County Judge-Executive

" Association endorsed Patton's plan.

The Hazard-Perry County Chamber of
Commerce endorsed UK's affiliation with
the Hazard Community College Il

59. Associated Press
05-08 7:30a

University of Iowa gets $3 million research ngt

IOWA CITY, lowa (AP) - A $3
million gift to the University of lowa will
allow researchers campus-wide to study

- viruses under one roof.
The donation came from lowa alumna
“Helen Levitt, a longtime university
supporter who died last November at the
age of 86. ’

Part of the gift will pay for the

construction of a laboratory in the new

Medical Education land Research
Building. It also will provide support for
the Department of Internal Medicine for
a research program |in the viral
development of human diseases.
Virology is already the focus of part
of the department of microbiology, but
professor of internal medicine Stan
Naides said other
interested in viruses. He shey would

{ .
rgsearchers are .

benefit from a central laboratory.

Planning for the Levit Viral
Pathogenesis and Disease Research
Laboratory will begin immediately,
school officials said.

Levitt earned a degree in dramatic arts
from the University of lowa in 1932 and
joined her father's business, the Levitt
Investment Company and Postal Finance
Company
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Colorado receives $1.8 million federal education grant

By The Associated Press

Colorado will receive'a $1.8 million
federal grant as part of the Clinton
administration's goal of providing each
student with a computer and Internet
access, the U.S. Education Department
announced. 4

The money is intended to help schools

buy the hardware and software they need
to give students Internetlaccess and to
pay for training teachers in computer
science.

Wednesday's grants to Colorado and
five other states were the|first awarded
under the Clinton administration’s plan to

issue $2 billion to all 50 states over the
next five years. :
Eric Feder, Colorado's director of
educational telecommunications, said
school districts and individual schools
can apply for grant money through a
competitive bidding process.l
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Value of forced busmg a matter for debate

By PETERE. HOWARD and JANIS D. FROELICH of The Tampa Tribune

The Racial Divide ‘

Join the discussion as we bridge the
racial divide

David Pierce spent his sophomorc
year at Gibbs Senior High School, an
ali-black school in south St. Petersburg.

A year later, in 1971, after the nation's
highest court ordered busing to integrate
schools, Pierce was sent to Boca Ciega
High School in the predominantly white
community of Gulfport.

He didn't want the change. He didn't

welcome it. Eventually, he quit school '

because of it.

“ All of a sudden we were told we had
to go to white schools,” said Pierce, who
now lives with his son in Jordan Park, St.
Petersburg's largest public housing
complex on the city's south side.

He and his friends were told they
would get better textbooks; that the
equipment would be newer at the white
schéols. No one mentioned the racial
tension that pulsed through - the
classrooms.

A white kid spit in my face and"

called me the n-word," recalls Pierce,

who is now 42. “So [ hit him in the t

face.”
Plercc was suspended after the ﬁght

He quit school in his senior year and’

~ joined the Army.

Has forced busing for desegregation
during the past 2 1/2 decades affected

* racial attitudes?
" Absolutely.
Have the effects been posntnve‘?
Not always.
The court orders to mtegrate schools
had only one ‘intent: to offer- equal
- education to all. Social change was never
mentioned in the rulings. But it was
always obvious that school integration

would change racial amtudes one way or

another.

To some, desegregation destroyed a
“sense  of community” in their
neighborhoods. Many all-biack schools
were shuttered instead of integrated.
Black children growing up in close-knit
neighborhoods were scattered to outlying

~schools. Many were placed in at-risk or
special education classes.

Gifted and magnet programs were

placed in schools in - minority
neighborhoods to attract and boost the
percentage of white students. For some,
it seemed a ploy to reinforce a false sense
of superiority in white children.

For many blacks, seif-confidence and
self-esteem were shattered.

While many black students endured
forced busing throughout much of their

‘educational careers, white students were

told they would be bused for only two

years.
_ A major part of desegregation was to
increase self-esteem,” said Brenda

Townsend of the University of South
Florida's College of Education. "It has

not promoted improved racial attitudes; it

has not promoted improved self-esteem.
It has taken children away from their
neighborhood schools and made them
pretty much outsiders.

“Especially when busing is forced,
there is often resentment.”

Others believe busing has been
successful, if for no other reason than for
exposing children to an integrated school
society cven though they live in
segregation.

Charles Willie is a professor of

education and urban studies at Harvard
University's  Graduate  School  of
Educatxen He contends desegregatlon
has helped children in a number of dreas.

“"There are things we learn when we
are in the presence of our opposites,”
Willie 'said. A racially segregated
school is .a deficient learning
environment.”

About 27,000 black and white
students are bused in Hillsborough and
‘Pinellas counties to meet desegregation

standards set by a 1971 federal court

order.-

In Hillsborough County, the number
of blacks in each school is not supposed
to exceed 20 percent, although blacks
remain a majority in about a dozen
schools. This is due to shifting housing
patterns and magnet schools, school
spokesman Mark Hart said. In Pinellas,

the black population is not to exceed 30

percent per school.

* don't.”

Hillsborough school officials want to

be released from the 1971 court order, |
saying the district has accomplished the |

mandate of desegregation. But the

NAACP Legal Defense Fund, which has |

championed desegregation since the | i
1950s, opposes the move, ;

If the federal court decides to release |
Hillsborough from court supervision, it :
could result in the end of forced busmg
for desegregation in the county.

This fall Hilisborough will open the
first new high school in more than twos
decades built in. a mostly black
neighborhood. !

The Howard W. Blake ngh School, :
at 1701 North Boulevard, will house a

|
i
|

performing arts magnet program for SOQ o

students from throughout the county, and

a non- performing arts curriculum for an ,

- additional 1,000 students who live an

surrounding neighborhoods. ¢

Randolph Kinsey,. president of thé
Howard W. Blake Alumni and Friends'
Group, can remember his days as a

h

teacher at the old Blake high schoo!

which was closed after forced busing was

imposed.
He remembers a school that had

. activities such as baskctball and band that
kept students occupied until 10 p.m.

As for racial attitudes, Kinsey said,
““When you mix races on the same
campus, it has to change racial attitudes
because people begin to get to know each
other i
“*Unfortunately, the change hasnt
been as much as we hoped. After, a
student is bused home, too often the :iew
frieridships that could exist after schoéol
Ken Perry, 47, equal opportunity and
labor relations manager for the cxty of
Tampa, was a teacher in H||lsborough
begmnmg in 1971.
I went through all the trep:danon,
the confusion, the troubles,” he said of
his role as a teacher during the initial

" stages of busing. “*The mechanics of the

plan ‘were easy once boundaries were
drawn. The hard part was dealing with
students who were uncomfortable as they
were placed ‘In different situations. It
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Project to put 1, 000 computers in New Mexlco

classrooms

By AROLENE LANGIE
Associated Press Writer
ALBUQUERQUE (AP) - Trymg t0
improve New Mexico's technology skills,
New Meico private businesses are giving
1,000 computers to public school

students and technological assistance to

their teachers.
Technology Industries Association of
~ New Mexico, an association of 27 large

and small businesses, and nonprofit New -

Mexico Technet announced their joint
" effort to increase technology education
Wednéesday. .

. “For the fifst time, we have an
industry that is taking a unified approach
to putting technology in schools,” said
Technet marketing director Terry
Boulanger. "We will provide not only the
machines, but also volunteers to install
networks and incorporate them into the
schools' curriculums.”

The donations are a result of

companies finding a lack of students.

equipped to work in high-tech jobs.

"Our big companies would conduct
interviews, and out of about 30
applicants, only three or four were skilled
for high-tech professions,” said TIA
president John Jekowski.

Companies such | as Intel Corp.,
Motorola - Inc. and Phillips
Semiconductors need up -to 40,000
technicians in the next five years,
industry observers have said.

One month ago, the computer chip

' industry found a shortage of qualified

manufacturing technicians in the state
and turned to vocational schools and
community colleges tolfill the jobs.
Officials in the |computer chip
industry are forecastmg the need for 35
to 40 new factoncs in the next few years.

* *What we hope with th:s new alliance

1
is a significant opportunity for our

“educators and our schools in New

Mexico to become | part of the
technological revolution of the 2lst
century,” Jekowski said.

The 1,000 computers are primarily
486-level PCs, which a:l'e a generation
old from current technology, Boulanger
said. The computers are Internet capable
and generally what are being used m
schools in New Mexico today.

Now, Boulanger said \ when schools

. approach companies such as Intel for -

o
donated equipment or education, the
requests will go through the al Ilancc

-producing faster results. “ B

“We won't have to recreate the wheel.
We'll already have programs in place and
things will happen much faster," he said.

Jekowski said the plan includes
repairing donated equipment, helping

" schools develop their use of the machines

and getting them on the Internet.

TIA is made of 27 companies, ranging
from those with two employees to large
companies such as Honeywell, Intel and
Lockheed Martin. New Mexico Technet -
is a nonprofit corporation that provides
economic development and education iri
New Mexico.:

Over the past year, TIA has focused ]
90 percent of its attention on education
for schools from  kindergarten to
vocational schools, Jekowski said.

"We found out there are thousands of
programs just in Albuquerque schools
alone supporting activities in technology.
We said we don't want to dd aother
program to that, but we are building an
alliance in New Mexico to make us the
number one in education in the market,”
Jekowski said.

The address for TIA's web page is
http://www.technet.nm.org/tia. M
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Public comments on htgher educatzon plan echo

officials

By MARK R. CHELLGREN
Associated Press Writer

" FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) - The

opening day of public comment on Gov.

Paul Patton's plan to overhaul higher

" education in Kentucky echoed the lines
that have come from official sources
since the debate began.

Those inside the current University of
Kentucky system said Wednesday they
were satisfied and argued, for the most
part, for it to be left alone with only more

_taxpayer money added.

Employers, business people and many

others outside the system said it was not
up to the task needed and argued for
overhaul.

"I've heard throughout this debate that
it doesn't matter to have {UK' on the

diploma. I'm here to tell youlthat it does,"

said Kelly Howard, a nursing student at
Henderson Community College.

"We don't hire workers by the name

on their degree,” said Earl Fischer,

Apresxdent of Western Kentucky Gas in -

Owensboro. \
The lines have formed lzu‘ound ‘the
piece of Patton’s plan that would separate

. !
the community college system from UK
and place it in a new structure with the-

Kentucky TECH system of | vocational
schools. '

"I'm convinced the present proposal
will harm UK," said Gene Spragens, a

3
|

|

Lebanon banker and former president of
the UK national alumni association.

The largest contingent among the 75
people signed up to speak the first day of

* public hearings by the interim Education

Committee came from the Community
College Faculty Alliance, a fledgling
union group. Several members said any
new system should have salary schedules.
and employee protections similar to those

of state employees.

" The strongest arguments for change
came from employers.

Cindy Read, representing Umted
Parcel Service, the state's largest
employer, said UPS often has to look out

of state for education and training.
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according to Germantown police.

The incident marked at least the '
second time in less than three years that
a rape has been reported in a
Germantown high school.

In August 1994, a |3-year-old student
at Houston High reported she was raped,
and a 16-year-old-boy was arrested in the
case, Police could not recall any similar
incidents at Germantown High, a school
of about 2,700 students at 7653 Poplar
Pike. Capt. Tom Lott, head of the
Germantown Police detective division,
said he could recall sexual battery cases,
involving things like touching, but no

- rapes like Wednesday's incident.

Lott declined to identify the suspect
because he is a juvenile. He said both the
suspect and the victim are freshmen.

The captain said he could not find any
record that either Germantown police or

* Shelby County juvenile authorities had

previously encountered the suspect.
Lott said the incident occurred about
10:30 am. in a restroom in the shop
building on the east end of the campus,
The victim told police the assailant
pulled her into the restroom and
assaulted her. There was no indication

that there were any other students or

_ teachers around at the time.
Lott said the suspect did not have a

weapon, Police said they could not
determine that the two students knew
each other aside from being acquainted
through school. o :

A student, who also’ was not
identified, told police she was walking in

- the area and heard the screams coming

from the restroom. She walked into the |

restroom and saw the victim struggling

with the assailant, Lott said. The boy '

ran. i}
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$1.8 billion school fundmg plan still has $34 0 mzlhon L

revenue

- By DENNIS CONRAD

Associated Press Writer
SPRINGFIELD, [il. (AP) - Gov. Jim
Edgar and legislative leaders are now
ready to review and possibly flesh out
the details of a $1.8 billion

school-funding proposal that is $340

million short of identifying all its
revenues.

The proposal was negotiated by aides
to Edgar and lawmakers representing the
four House and Senate leaders. The
~ governor and legislative leaders, together
with their working group, plan to review

" it late today.

It would provide $1.2 billion in
property tax relief and $600 million in
new money for schools. About $1.5
billion would come from a 25 percent
increase in the income tax rate. The
source for the remaining $340 million is
unspecified.

Edgar said the proposal should be the
centerpiece of future talks.

But  legislative leaders within
Republican Edgar's own party - Senate
President James "Pate" Philip of Wood
Dale and House Minority Leader Lee
Daniels

was unveiled Wednesday.
"I'd like to know where they are gomg
to find it," Philip said of the $340 million
"needed to close the funding gap.

Even if limited to a $1.5 billion

of Elmhurst - did not.'
immediately embrace the model when it

income tax increase, the plan would be a
hard sell.

"It would be the largest smgle increase
in taxes in the history of Illinois," Philip
said. "I don't think the majority of my
caucus is for that.”

Edgar aide Al Grosboll said the
leaders would be presented with over 20°

ideas on how to plug the $340 million °

hole, ‘including using existing state

" revenues.

"That is not
number," he said.

House Majority Leader Barbara Flynn
Currie, D-Chicago, a member of the
working group, said Edgar was clearly
putting his energy behind school reform:

‘If that makes a difference to his
legislative leaders in particular, - then
maybe something will come out of this,”
she said. :
~ Sen. Vince Demuzio, an assistant

" Senate minority leader who participated
in the negotiations, said the plan’ gives
the leaders plenty of room for working
out a final deal.

© "I don't expect it to remain the same,"”
the Carlinville Democrat said. "But if it
stays within this framework, I think it is
something I could support and ask my
colleagues to do so as well.”

The plan is intended to erase some of
the spending inequities under 1llinois'
current school-funding system, where
some school districts spend less than

an overwhelming

$3,000 per student annually ‘and others
contribute more than $15,000. f

Under the new plan, every school
district would reach a widely accepted
spending level of $4,225 per student each
year. That would help an estimatec:i
700,000 [llinois students.

No district would get more than a 15
percent increase in state aid in the plan S
first year even if it kept the district below
the $4,225 standard. The provision is
intended to guard against wasteful
spending.

"I'm just not quite sure that going | 10
$4,225 is enough 1o solve the problem "
said Rep. Gary Hannig, D-Litchfield, an
assistant House majority leader. "If we're
going to do this thing, let's make sure
that it does work.” : !

The plan would raise the personal

income tax rate to 3.75 percent from 3

percent, but the business income tax
would not change. Also, businesses
would get no property tax relief. !
The plan also suggests a major school
construction and renovation program but
provndes no specifics about how it would
be funded. ‘ ] f
The negotiators also provided various
options to stiffen the requirements for
teachers’ certification and professional
development, and other measures
intended to make schools, teachers and
students more accountable.ll ‘

i
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much there that I'm not getting here, like
the arts.”

A small percentage at Piney Woods
actually pay the full 38,000 a year
tuttion. Each student is required to work
a minimum of 10 hours a week, taking
jobs at the farm, president's office,
on-campus dry-cleaners and print shop or

_cafeteria. Beady estimates the cost of

having each student on campus -at

¢ government.

$21,000 and says a ijnall staff engages in
intense year-round fund-raising.

Little funding lcomes from 'the
The school's endowment
generates $3 million a year toward the
annual $6.8 million budget. A new
fund-raising p’rogram‘, called "Circle of
Churches,” draws funding from a'variety

" of churches willing t<!> put the school in
thelr budgets or to pay the tumon for °

several students. ‘
. Beady says his immediate goal is still
"Money. Money. We want to become

. better at what we do."”

Nonetheless, Beady says, "Piney
Woods is a God-touched place. {t's been

. a special place for a long time.” and he

hopes'tokeep it that way.
By Tamara Henry, USA TODAY
.A- . . - . "
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Boardmg schools seek new tmage

By Simon Targett
Education Correspondent
Britain's boarding schools are set for

. aradical facé-lift with the revelation that
“they could soon be called "sleep-over”

schools, according to the’ Boa:dmg
Schools Association.

The change is designed to give them a
new "user-friendly” image and reverse
their decline in popularity.

The country's 850 boarding schools,

many established in medieval times, are

"still handicapped by “an  outdated

image", Mrs Ros McCarthy, chairman of

the association, said yesterday.

In recent years they have been hit by .

changes in the way parents raise their
children. They have also suffered from
severe cuts in the armed forces. In 1988,

" 22,000 children enjoyed a Ministry of -

Defence boarding sc‘hool allowance.
. Today the figure is 10,000. ‘

All this has led to a§ rapid decline in
overall numbers since the mid-1980s —
from 125,000 in 1985 to 90,000 in 1996
— and prompted boaxgding schools to

‘rethink their recmitmen} strategy.
. Many schools have been offering

children  more ﬂex1b boarding
arrangements. Mrs McCanhy said that
some schools give pupxls the chance to

."book one 'sleep-over' a week, rising to -

three or five as they get older and their
enthusiasm grows”.

Figures to be release? next week by
the Independent Schools Information
Service suggest that thé proportion of
"occasional boarders” now constitutes "a
significant element” of the school.

In several schools {this type of

‘boarding is known informally as "flexi-
' boarding” or

"opportunity boarding" or.
in the case of those staying at school
while their parents enjoy a night out at

the end of the week, "Friday night
“boarding”. A
Also, in a bid to become more

appealing, the boarding schools have

“not think is reflected in the old label.

Mrs McCarthy said: "One small boy,
looking at brochures of prep schools,
asked his parents: 'Is this a-hotel for
children?. For senior schools, with their
single rooms, en suite showers, sports
centres,. tennis’ courts 'and swimming
pools, 'boarding’ is the wrong word.
These are hotel facilities wonhy of

" stars. ‘|
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By The Associated Press

"Virtual classrooms” and two-way
videoconferencing that come with them
have long been anticipated in southern
[ndiana schools, with the expectation that
school curricula would - be widely
expanded. - '

The concept is known as "distance -
learning” would allow them to more.

courses and
classes

foreign  langudge

administrators say.
Many envision something hke a

* program at Indiana University Southeast,”

where students interact with a professor
beamed from a studio in Bloommgtorl or
Indianapolis.

So far, however no high schools in

school

High-tech learning commg slowly -

"the area employ distance leammg
""I've also been dlsappo!mted in how
difficult it is to get the technology we

“.need,” said Linda Burnham, director of

technology for South Harri:son schools.
Many Indiana districts- still see

.distance education as a way to expand

course offerings in the face of tighter
budgets.. The course list has shrunk in

"rural high schools as they struggle to

assemble faculties that can teach the

; g .
math, science and other classes required

for college-bound students.

At the same time, schools are under .

increasing pressure to betlter prepare
students who plan to purse- technical
training.

But buying two-way vndeo and audio

to rural schools

equipment, plus telephone charges, is too
expensive  for  most  schools.
Administrators estimate the cost at
$1.000 per month for each class.

And rural districts face other obstacles
besides cost.

South Harrison administrators, for
instance, want to add high school courses
in French and advanced-placement
calculus. But there is no cable TV service
near the South Central High campus, and
no fiber-optic line to carry the signals,
Burnham said.

“Indiana Umversnty Southeast opened,
its interactive studio last fall to link it to
[U's eight-campus network. The studio is
used extensively for education and
nursing courses.
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»Boardmg schools are regaining their allure - | o

PINEY WOODS, Miss. - Ba.hati

. Brown, 17, of Oklahoma City, had come

to accept the strict rules at the Piney

Woods Country Life School, even the

~ prohibitions that seemed a throwback
" from the Victorian age.

There's a school uniform; boys are
forbidden to wear earrings, trousers that
expose their underwear and wild hair.
And students can find themselves booted
from campus for fighting or showing’
affection in public, including kissing or
walking arm in arm. - .

But he supports his classmates who
are in an uproar over -plans by :the
. administration to - install surveillance

cameras throughout the campus. To him, .

the school's efforts to protect and watch
‘students have gone too far.

"We do everything that's right, legal
. and necessary to try and stay on top of
things,” says Piney Woods president
Charles. H. Beady Jr. "We . drag them
kicking and  screaming  toward
excellence. We do what parents need to
do for kids."

‘And to some,-that's part of the appeal
of Piney Woods, about 21 miles south of
Jacksorn, the state capital,

- But Piney Woods is now one of only
about a half-dozen black boarding
schools remaining in the nation for
seventh- through 12th-grade students. It
is considered the most viable and, tough
dis¢ipline notwithstanding, has a long
waiting list. Still, officials openly worry

that such schools will one day become

extinct:

At the turn of the century, officials

estimate, about 100 such schools existed.

_In an era when black students were
denied entry to white public schools,
they provided not just a place where
students could gain an education but a
nurturing environment safe from racial
strife.

Their numbers dwindled with the
historic 1954 Brown vs. Board of
Education decision striking down school
segregation.

The schools enjoyed a growth spurt in
the early 1990s as parents sought to
protect their children from crime,

violerice and failing urban school -

systems. Three schools opened in the last
five years,

" However, in January, 86-year-old

Southern Normal, once operated by the

Reformed Church of America, closed its

" 400-acre campus in Brewton, Ala.

Shortly thereafter, Ebon International
Preparatory Academy in Forsyth, Ga.,
closed because of low enroliment and
parents' inability to pay tuition.

" Steve Ruzicka, executive director of

the Association of Boarding Schools, -

says Southern Normal officials hope to
reopen with classes this fall. He says
plans also are under way in New Jersey
to open a public boarding school.

"We are becoming. a very much.

endangered species," says Percy L.
Washington, - president of  Saints
Academy and College, Lexington, Miss.,

"which operated 65 years before closing
" in-1983 and then reopening in 1993, "It's
a challenge. It's different because we are

responsible for students 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. We are responsible
for all phases of their care. It keeps us
going."

Overall, the Association of Boarding
Schools says minority enrollments in
private boarding schools are rising.

Still, Ruzicka says, "black boarding
schools continue to serve a great mission
in the American education system”
because they meet the unique needs of
some students. But he says families now
have “a lot of free options available,"
such as charter schools and magnet
programs. Charter schools typically are
public schools that are being run by
teachers or parents free from many state
and federal regulations. Magnet
programs are specialized public schools
that concentrate on programs of high
interest to the students - the arts, business
or science, for example.

Piney Woods president Beady has
witnessed the recent closings and has
grown fearful.

"I worry about it all the time because
I'm an advocate for boarding schools as

at least a potential, partial solution to the .

academic mess-that this country is in. It
just makes sense to think of it from that
standpoint," he says. '

The 300 students enrolled at Piney

- Woods have their reasons for coming,
- whether it's the peaceful 2,000 acres lush

with trees or the five fish-stocked lakes

i
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and fully operational farm, or even the |
strict discipline and strong traditional |
curriculum, . |

A campus bell rings daily at 6 am,, 4'
with breakfast promptly at 7 am. and
devotionals in the chapel from 7:45 am.
to 8 am. i

Anthony Neal, 17, Dallas, likes being -
able to.concentrate on his education |
without the distractions of gangs and
drugs that permeate his home
community.  Khalil Ameen, 17,
Birmingham, is learning independence, '
like budgeting time to work on campus, }
get his laundry done and study. C

Sallome Hralima, 16, San Francisco, J
is followmg a family legacy that started
with her grandfather, who "paid his |
tuition with a hog." Rolling her eyes in’, :
mock boredom, she says, "hetells me thc
story all the time."

The students come here from'
Mississippi, 22 other states and several |
foreign countries. Although middle-class,|
top-notch students do attend, Beady says,;
a secondary goal is to "take a youngster,
from a lower socioeconomic background
and, if they want to get an educatxon‘

!

~make them academically competltlve

with any student anywhere. That's what
we want 10 be about - the business of
doing.” z
With 33 teachers, Piney Woods has a
traditional curriculum and Junior ROTC. -
Principal Eamest O. Ward Sr. says
classes are offered in two-hour bloclg's
and grades are monitored on a weekly
basis. Any student who makes less than
a "C" during a week is placed on
academic  probation and  cannot
participate in sports or extracumcular

- activities.

The average senior score on the ACT:
- one of the two major college admission
tests - is 18.3, compared with the national
average of 20.9. "That's not bad," Beady
says. "That's not where we want to be,
but it's decent. We graduate 50 students
a year and 49 or 50 will go off to college,
some to the best in the country.”

When Hralima graduates this spring,
she plans to spend a fifth year at
Massachusetts'  Northfield ~ Mount
Herman, a private prep school. ["At
$24,000 a year, my mom says I might as
well just go to college. But there's so

i
i
i
i
!
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i
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“It's a very expensive system and

there's no way the school systems could
pay for something like this on their
own,” said Larry Mand, interim

executive director of [US' Office of

Integrated Technology.

Last month more than 30
representatives of schools, hospitals and
libraries met with Mand and other [US
officials to explore ways to bring

[

distance educatioq to area schools

They plan is{te meet again this
summer and eventually attempt a pilot
project that could be expanded to several
southern Indiana districts, Mand said.

“[ was really, réally pleased when I
feft  that meeting,” said Amy
Schellenberg, diré:ctor of curricular
services for Greater Clark County
schools. "1 felt likelthere's finally going

to be some action.”

. Meanwhile, South Harrison is pushmg.
ahead with a planned two-way
transmission that would link South
Central and Corydon Central High in
Corydon. District officials hope the have
the equipment - which costs $15,000 -
installed in t:me for the 1998 99 school
year i

-

13. The Financial Times

05/01/97; Edition: London Edition; Section: NEWS: UK nge% ,

Cover-up claim fuels concern over EDS

By  David
correspondent
EDS, the US-owned computer services
group, is at the centre of allegations that
problems with one of its government
contracts were covered up while it was

Wighton,

negotiating a controversial GBP l‘bn‘deal :

with the Inland Revenue.

Staff at the Student Loans Company
say they were told not to pass on details
of the problems with EDS to the
Revenue, before the sxgnmg of the
contract in 1994,

" According to documents obtained by
Computer Weekly, the department of
education suppressed allegations about

the Student Loaas contract, some of

which it subsequently admitted were
true.

In 1995, Mr Ronald Hamson Student
Loans Company chief executive, was
dismissed for "financial irregularities”
which formed part of “the original
allegations. Mr Harrison has consistently
denied the accusations and is suing for
unfair dismissal.

Political

The claims of a|cover-up will fuel

" concerns at Westminster about the

apparent stranglehcl'd EDS has over the
outsourcing of government computer

operations. The IO-yzea.r Inland Revenue

contract has raiscd‘ fears about the

government's increasing dependence on

EDS.
MPs have expressed worries that
given EDS's size. and dominant market

" position it could be\seen as the only

credible bidder for contracts such as the
Revenue.

Anonymous allegations about EDS ]
performance on the -Student Loans
contract were first sent to the Commons
Public Accounts Comimmee in October

1992, shortly after \the government

announced it was putting the Revenue's
computer system out to tender.

The letters were passged to the National
Audit Office and the department of
education. But the audlt office report on
the Student Loans Company in July 1993
makes no reference to Serious problems
with the EDS contract. 1

l

Four days before the Public Accounts
Committee was due to hold a public
hearing on the audit office’s report, Sir
Geoffrey Holland, then permanent
secretary at the department of education,
asked the committee not to discuss the
allegations publicly. '

In a letter to Mr Robert Sheldon, the
committee chairman, Sir Geoffrey said

- the allegations were motivated by a

"grudge" and had "no foundation in
truth”.

The committee did not conmder the
allegations either in public or in private,
and in November [993 published a report
which gave a favourable impression of

_ the Student Loans Company's experience

of EDS.

There is no suggestion that EDS tried
to suppress reports of problems at
Student Loans. EDS said it was glad that
problems at Student Loans were
eventually ironed out. However, the
Student Loans Company did not renew
its contract with EDS.M
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School exams system raises selectzon fears

By Simon Targett
Education Correspondent
‘A new age-sensitive system for marking

the national curriculum tests taken by’

more than 600,000 | 1-year-olds, which
would allow schools to group pupils
according to ability, is to be introduced
this month. )

" But the School Curriculum and
Assessmerit Authority, which made the

announcement yesterday, denied this was

tantamount to remtroducmg the selective
_1-plus by the back door.

[n the past, pupils have received an
actual test score, which allows teachers to
rank them, and a critei*ion-tefercnced
"level” score, which allows schools to
monitor perforrance ove‘;‘ several years.

Later this month, when pupils sit
down to take their literacy;and numeracy
tests, they will also| receive an
age-standardised score, showing how

their performance compares with the
performance of other pupils born in the
same month.

Norm-referenced, the score s

-caleulated by allocating 100 to the
_ average pupil, allowing two-thirds of

pupils to be in the range 85 to 115 and
nearly all (95 per cent) in the range 70 to
130.

Pupils will be given marks for
reading, spelling, mathematics and
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mental arithmetic — although there will
be no statutory requirement for teachers
to pass on these marks to parents.

In guidance for teachers, released
yesterday, SCAA said the new score will
“give a more detailed picture of a pupil's
potential”, adding that it would "help
identify pupils with special educational
needs and those with with exceptional -
ability”.

Dr Nick Tate, chief executive of
SCAA, rejected suggestions that this
transformed the national curriculum tests
into a new-style 11-plus exam. He said .
the timing of the test would not make it

"practical” as a selective tool

secondary schools. ,

Also, since the test was designed as "a
progress report” providing a snapshot of
attainment”, underperformance in the test
would not carry the stigma of failure
surrounding the 1l-plus. "l doubt
whether employers would pay much
attention to performance in IhlS test,” he
said.

But Dr Tate acknowledged that "in
principle” the test could be used to
separate pupils according to ability. "If it
can be used for grouping within schools,

of

it can be used for. selection between
schools,” he said. He added that the tests

-could become a selective tool if it was

found to have "predictive validity".
Perhaps realising this, schools are
taking the tests more seriously than ever

" before. SCAA revealed that teachers are
-actively preparing their pupils for the

tests, €ven giving them past papers and
timed exercises.

One curriculum adviser admitted that,
as 4 result of this growing pressure,
“some improvement in pcrformancc is

expected”. M
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Profile: Progress of Class of 2000 in its freshman year

JANE ROBELOT, co-host:

Well, .the Class of 2000 is almost
finished with its freshman year.
Throughout this schoo! year I've been
'spending some time at.my alma mater,
Wade Hampton "High School in
Greenville, South Carolina. This year
has brought a rite of passage to many
kids from childhood into the adult world.
And for students,. teachers and
administrators, the stakes just got higher.

[t's springtime in Greenville, South
Carolina, and students at Wade Hampton
High are finding it tough to keep their
attention on the books.

Unidentified Student #1: It's stupido.

Unidentified Student #2: “Yeah
“stupido.

ROBELOT: The Class of 2000 seems
to have survived the uncertainties of their
freshman year. But now the pressure to
be socially acceptable is being replaced

" by new worries. .
, SHEILA HERRERA (Class of 2000}
The teachers give you lots more
 homework, and trying to get it all done,
it is much harder.
JODI WILLIAMS (Class of 2000):
~I'm kind of worried about grades right
now, like that I need to have to get into
college and all of that.

ROBELOT: And as these kids begin
their transition to adulthood, their focus
is a lot’ different than when | went to
school here.

- Ms. JEAN WHITE (Honors English

“Teacher): They have encountered the

adult world, [ think, much earlier than [

did. The papers used to be about,
‘Should we wear seat belis? Should the
school day be longer” This one's on

assisted suicide. This one's on—the
student feels that sexual offenders should .
be castrated. You know, they are
approaching the adult world.

ROBELOT: These are 14-year-olds?

Ms. WHITE: These are 14-year-olds.

ROBELOT: Starting to think more
about the year 20007 -

WILLIAMS: Mm-hmm, definitely.
My grandfather, he really wants me to
get better grades and my dad’s always
bugging me about college. So I have to
do well in school. » -

Mr. RUDOLPH GORDON

{Superintendent, Greenville, South
Carolina, . School District):  (From -
television footage) | believe the -

accountability plan...

ROBELOT: And the pressure to get
good grades for college is also on for
school administrators and teachers, in the’

form of a just-announced accountability -

plan.

Mr. GORDON: Our business is
teaching and learning. .And—and the
accountability plan should focus on

- student outcomes. The best way to
measure student outcomes is through test
~ scores. .

ROBELOT: ~ South Carolina
traditionally has had some of the lowest
scores in the nation. Greenville's new

accountability plan sets targets that -

schools will have to meet.

Mr. GORDON: We're concerned
that—that we're not getting the best
performance out of our students that we
can. It's a plan that's designed to hold
every staff member accountable for how
well we do in providing quality
education for all of our students.

ROBELOT: The heat is on.
Mr... GORDON: Thats a good
summation, [ think.
Mr. ED SAYERS (Algebra Teacher):
Some teachers may really féel threatened
" that their job is on the line.. And, you'
know, when y—I guess when you get
down, to it, if .your students
personally~—if your students aren't
performing to the level that people say
they should be performing, then [ guess
we are accountable. )
ROBELOT: Buttalk to the kids about
accountability and they say it's not all up
to the teachers.
HERRERA: The most lmportant part,
it has to start in the home. 1t just can’t be
-all left on the teachers and have the
teachers lose their jobs because of that.
Because it does start in the home. The
parents are the one that have to put the |
example for the students, because if not,
they aren't going to get anywhere.
MICHAEL HUSSEY (Class of 2000):
Today's youth are the futurc of the world. !
Their knowledge and intuition will be:
what takes humanity beyond the year
2000. But in order con——to continue in'
the world, they must be skilled and'
prepared for life. - - ;-
Ms. WHITE: ... and prepared for life!
Many would a.rg'ue that children today
are not up to the work their parent?
accomplished with ease.” But that is
completely wrong.’ '
ROBELOT: Yean White likes teachmg
ninth-graders. She enjoys helping them
to learn to think for themselves. And she
sees in this Class of 2000 a future full of
promise.
"Ms. -

WHITE: These kids are fairly
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Hal Seamon, deputy executive
director of the National School Board
Association, said dissensionbetween the
top administrator and the
eventually damages a school system.

"Take the example of what we see
when the Congress and president are
squabbling. You see gridlock," Seamon
said.

That's what happened last winter in
Duval County, where a strong-minded
superintendent much like Petruzielo
battled with the School Board for more

than a year. The dissension slowed

efforts to improve the quality of

classroom’ education and undermined

teacher morale, said Billy Parker, a
Duval County School Board member.
"When you don't know who's: in

charge, the wheels don't turn as well," .

Parker said. :

There is fallout even if a
‘superintendent survives a no-confidence
vote. L

"It's calculated public humiliation on
the part of a board member," said Gail
Bjork, a former Palm Beach School

Board member. "It puts a chill in the

district.” )

Bjork said her, district suffered two
years of dissension when board sentiment
turned against Superintendent Monica
Uhlhorn. '

- "If the superintendent doesn't have the
confidence of the board members, then
they're essentially ineffective," said
. Bjork, who supported Uhlhorn in the
dispute. "Employees are really scared. It

board

" really cripples a district.”

Uhlhorn eventually was paid to leave
before the end of helr contract.
Such rocky relations between school

" leaders-are increasingly common in the

1990s as officials with stagnant budgets

strain to meet growing demands for
better test scores and social services.

Superintendents |in urban school
districts last'an average of three years -
exactly Petruzielo's |tenure, said Gary
Marx, executive director.of the American
Association of School Administrators.

Florida, in panicl:ula:, is hard on
school administrators. State law makes
the School Board ulti]mately responsible
for education. However, it grants
superintendents almost total
independence to hire and organize their
troops, Crawford said!

That means boaJ"d members are
increasingly dependent on the
superintendent's staff |to brief them on
complex issues. [n Broward, the staff has

“initiated or drafied nearly every policy

proposal - and the three dissident school

board members say th'ey’re kept out of
the loop until it's time to vote on the
plan. '

Often, when a schoal board becomes
disenchanted with a sulperintendent, the
administrator is aIlowe'(d to serve to the
end of a contract. But it's become

| ,
common to force them out ahead of time’

at great cost. That's eslpecially true in
Florida, where boards}don't have the
power to force out a| superintendent
before - the end of an employment

contract. , _

Usually, the superintendent cuts a
deal, leaving early to clear the decks for
someone the board can work with. In
Duval County, for example, former
Superintendent Larry Zenke agreed to
leave 30 months before his contract was
to expire. In return, he got 42 months
pay. Zenke also continued to work for-
the district. as a consultant on
desegregation matters, reducing the
district's cost. -

While buying out a superintendent's
contract is expensive, it often is worth it,
some observers say.

Rather than pinching pennies, it's
often more important to control fighting_
that "takes away the attention of
thoughtful educators from what is really
important, which is the education of our
children," Marx:said.

But there is one other popular view:

. Strife is an uncomfortable but necessary

product of democratic government. In
fact, some dissension can help prevent
bad policies from being enacted.

Rick Nelson, president of the teachers'
union in Fairfax County, Va., watched
one of the nation's most strife-torn
districts  dismiss its - longtime
superintendent.

"The founding fathers left us with a
contact sport, but it's a system that
works," Nelson said. "It is part and parcel
of change, and we need change.”

Staff Writers Ledyard King and Sarah
Talalay contributed to this report.
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‘MODERNSCHOOL STUDY TOOLS LAG
OFFICIALS SAID MOST CL\ASSROOM |
COMPUTERS ARE OUTDATED AND INTERNET
CONNECTIONS ARE TOO FEW

By Dave Weber of The Sentinel Staff
Umatilla  High School
building ‘its collection of computers for
" years and now has 103 unlts to serve its
670 students.
That sounds like plenty of computer
time for everyone.
But computers go stale quickly. Clea:
" out the junk and only 19 units - fewer

than one in five of the computers- at

has been

Umatilla High - are anywhere near up to
date. Only 486 and Péntium model
computers meet current classroom needs,
officials said. ) :

"These kids feel the computers are so
old that they are being I‘eﬁ out,” said

School Board member Mary Fletcher,

who toured the school last!week.
The story is the same in lehooIs across
the county, -where the total number of

computers misleads about the number
actually of use, officials said.
Classrooms and laboratories, where
students are expected to learn the latest
computer skills, are littered with the
archaic 286 model and older computers.
In an age when even 386s are stones
around the neck of Internet surfers, 486

_ and Pentium units are in short supply in

the schools.
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writings were judged the best were taken

on a field trip to the airport. .

One _ student, sixth-grader  Eric
- Espinoza, even researched how types of
. wood affect the speed of boats. He built
two boats, one out of plywood and the
other out of balsam. Using a rubber-band
" motor to race them, he concluded that
light wood produces faster boats.

Students, too, spend time volunteering .
in their neighborhood by painting
buildings streaked with graffiti and
picking up trash.

They even published a bil mgual
booklet entitled ""Kids Guide to Health."
‘Working with medical professionals at
the school's health clinic, the students
. provided parents with information about

common childhood diseases. They also
campaigned to encourage neighborhood
parents to immunize their children.

_ "For me, the whole community =
aspect is really important because it
makes them more civic-minded overall,”
said Kavaney, who graduated from

 Earlham College with a degree in

- biology. ""They see themselves more as
a member of the commumty, a workmg
member of the community.”

Barbic, who graduated from

Vanderbilt University with a degree in

human development and English, had
taught for one year in a farge traditional
middle school and one year at Rusk
Elementary before joining forces with
parents to request the middte school.

Barbic, like Garrett, saw too many of
his good students go on to middle school
and either lose ground academically or
drop out. He decided something had to
change or he was getting out of teaching.
He opted for change. :

""No one told us we couldn't do this,”
said Barbic, "and when your hands
aren’t tied, you are free to think and
imagine things a lot more."

Later this month, the school board is
expected 1o consider yet another proposal
from two Milby High School teachers
who want to open a small high school on
the east side. The school, with an
integrated curriculum and an emphasis
on projects, would attract students in the
Austin High School zone - including
‘those from Project Y.E.S. and Project
Chrysalis.

Stephen Simmons, 34 who started
teaching science four years ago through

the Teach for America program, said a

-complefe  projects,”

group of four teachers at Milby has
already had great success with the
concept, which, among other things, has
students building alternative fuel vehicles
and electric cars. :

""We find that the students want to
said Simmons.
""They want to have something they can
point to and say, "This is ours. We did it.
We are proud of this.'”

Teachers like Simmons. Barbic,
Garrett and the others are hoping that
they too can point with pride to their

- successes, which will be measured in
future years by the number of students

they inspire to go on to college and get a
degree.
~ Fornow, they are doing what they can
to get them there.
"We came in on a mission of

reform,” said KIPP's Femberg "We
came in already thmkmg if there is a
better way, we need to try to find it. At’
the same time, we didn't come in
thinking the entire system stinks, that we
need to start from scratch. There are
some amazing programs going on, and
some amazing teachers doing those
programs.'M ‘

44. Sun-Sentinel Ft. Lauderdale
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THE COST OF CONFLICTINSCHOOLS

STRUGGLES BETWEEN BOARDS,

SUPERINTENDENTS CAN BE LONG AND BITTER

BY BILL HIRSCHMAN
Education Writer

Staff Writers Ledyard King and Sarah
Talalay contributed to this report.

To | 7-year-old Nickell
Hundersmarck, education is what
happens in her Flanagan High School
classroom, not 12 miles away at the
Broward County’ School Board
headquarters.

So, when the high school junior heard -

about the board's plan for a Tuesday vote
of confidence on Schools Superintendent
Frank Petruzielo, she had a snmple
question:

"I wonder if this is going to have an
impact on me or is it just people arguing
over power?" The answer isn't as clear as
the question

Petnizielo nation's

runs  the

fifthtlargest school district, with 217,000
students and 21,000 employees. His job
is to set policy and administrate within
broad directives set by the board - not to

“drive a bus or teach a class. Even if

Petruzielo loses the board's confidence,
the buses will still run and teachers wxll
still show up for class.

But if the superintendent is pushed out '

or left limping and ineffective by
controversy, the ability to address the
school district's ills - to move it ahead -
woulid be lost, .

I's impossible to predict how
Broward school officials will settle their
dispute. Board members Darla Carter,
Lois Wexler and Miriam Oliphant say
Petruzielo ignores them and wants only a
rubber-stamp board, but they don't make
up a majority of the board.

Petruzielo ¢ould. keep the backing of :
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a majority of the seven board members, , .

and the controversy might melt away. !
"You can rock on for a long time with ;

" a4-3 {board split) as long as you have a

solid four,” said Douglas Crawford. !
executive director of the . Florida
Association of School Administrators. !
"On a lot of these boards, it's not!
uncommon at al to have only four votes.
on lots of issues." !
Still, it's never easy to soothe feelmgs«
after such a nasty, public dispute. ;
*If you have a lot of animosity and!
awkward feelings at the top, it's going to
put everyone in a stressful situation,"
said Poco French, president of the
Broward County Council of PTAs. "Its
going to eventually trickle down to th¢
" kids."
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percent.

"1 think that everybody takes these
[tests} very seriously,” said Madeline
Taylor, director of counseling and testing

for the district. "Teachers, students, and

parents all know it is a real high stake for
the kids."

Staff writers Kendall Anderson, Liz.
Cardenas, Joy chkmson Dxanna Hunt

and Laurie Wilson contributed to this
report. '

By Todd J. Gillman / The Dallas
Moming Newsll \

San Jose Mercury News
April 30, 1997

Teachers slowly learning educational software, Web

browsers

BY ANNA BUCHMANN
Mercury News Staff Report

Despite massive investments in both
volunteer labor and high-tech equipment
over the past year, Silicon Valley schools
have a long way to go before computers
‘play a central role in most students' daily
lessons.

. Volunteers fi mshed wiring 100
additional schools for Internet access on -

Saturday, the South Bay's third and final
NetDay. More than 100 local companies
and 11,500 volunteers have contributed
to the yearlong $30 million project,

which has left an estimated 78 percent of .

schools in Santa Clara and San Mateo
counties *'network-ready.”

But plugging software and the><

Internet into lesson plans is proving far
more complicated than merely plugging
in a modem. o

Even teachers who boast up-to-date
hardware in their classrooms and are
trained to use it face a bewildering blitz
of software choices — only a small
proportion of which meets California's
academic guidelines. And the Internet
has proved an unwieldy and often
confusing research tool.

Some pioneering educators have
made huge strides in integrating
computers into their course work. Still,
teachers and school officials say, a true
electronic curriculum has yet to emerge.

A year ago we had nothing," said
Marion Hatland, who teaches business
and computer courses at American High
School in Fremont. *"It's still evolving.”

East Palo Alto’s Costano School, an
early leader in the installation of

multimedia technology, has faced many

of the hurdles typical for schools trying
to make computers a central part of
day-to-day learning.

Costaflo is the school that lost its
librarian and three students in a tragic
fire that killed nine people in an East

Palo Alto house Saturday.

The school was \';vired for Internet
access on the first NetDay in March
1996.  Yet, because most Costaio
teachers have few cc_%mputers in their
classrooms,  little experience with
software and no timelto explore, they
rely on computer teacher Gill Patterson
to provide activities that supplement their
daily lessons. For example, he recently
created a spreadsheet! exercise. for a
seventh-grade math class to calculate the

. . { L
_perimeter and area of rectangles in his

computer fab.
But even Patterson lis overwhelmed

" by the sheer volume of potential
. resources in software catalogs, as well as

on CD-ROMs and Web sites.
much stuff out there,” hé said. *
learning about a lot of n‘myself "
Packaged .software ranges from
simple alphabet programs' like Kid Pix to
literacy programs like Reader Rabbit to
more involved progmm‘s like Oregon
Trail. And the Internet can provide

There S SO
I'm just

- everything from simple game-oriented

shareware to entire coufse units from
companies like Jostens and Computer
Curriculum Corp.

But relatively few programs meet
California content gundelmes Under a
state  project called the California
Instructional Technology Clearmghouse,
a team of teachers evaluates about 800

- instructional software programs a year.

Only about 10 percent |of the titles
receive a recommendation on the
clearinghouse Web site, said Executwe
Director John Vaille,

Still fewer software packages meet

California standards for ‘a complete, .

yearlong course of study, s;:aid Donavan
Merck, manager of the education
technology office at the statell Department
of Education. Most compan‘lcs “he said,
are reluctant to design such programs for

" asmall and cash-poor market.

, software from

Many instructors are not even aware
that the state reviews programs. Instead,
they rely on the Santa Clara County
Office of Education or their school
district to provide software or keep them
up-to-date on what's available.

Most commonly, teachers browse
catalogs, Web sites or software stores,
choose a title that looks promising, and
buy it — often with their own money. If

it works, they share it with other
teachers. ’
it's impossible for a.person to

preview everything,” said Bob Ball, .
technology  coordinator at Terrell
elementary school in San Jose. So Terrell
teachers took their chances when the
school recently bought $1,900 worth of
large distributors like
Scholastic Software Club.

Teachers select library books in much

‘the same way, Ball said — but it's much

easier to browse a book than to browse a
software program, and books cost far
less than 4 typical CD-ROM. '

[n spite of the obstacles, teachers and
students throughout Silicon Valley are
exploring the potential of computers to
enhance learning.

A group of Costafto students used -
CD-ROMs and their own recordings to
develop a muitimedia presentation on the
brain. Terrelt second-graders studied
volcanoes by watching a New Zealand
eruption on the Internet.  And
seventh-graders at San Jose's Ida Price
Middle -School incorporated the

" American  Heart  Association and

American Cancer Society Web sites in
their biology projects and posted their
work on the [nternet.

But consider the behind-the-scenes
efforts of Ida Price teacher Pat Stabile to
make the biology project work.

Before putting her students on the
Net, Stabile prepared a detailed list of

- questions’ to help them focus their
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searches. She went out.on the Web and
found all the sites she wanted her
students to use. Then she put those links
on her own Web page, and had her
students start their searches there.

Such preparation is necessary because
her classes are only 43 minutes long,
Stabile explained — hardly enough time
for seventh-graders to browse the
notorlously inefficient Web on their own.

“'If you are prepared and have screened
the sités you're going to visit, you'll meet
success,” Stabile said. ‘

When students do conduct theirown
Internet searches, their results are uneven

at best.

Leslie Elmore another {da Price
teacher, said her seventh- and
eighth-grade journalism * students

regularly use the World Wide Web to
find story ideas and information. But her
eighth-grade language arts class has had
less success.
Often, the students have found, the
[nternet simply is no substitute for an
old-fashioned book. "Student Jaemin
Caplan i searched the Net fruitlessly for
his report on the lives of pioneers;
Elmore finally directed him to the
encyclopedia, where he quickly found
_everything he needed.

Dennis McConnell had a more
disturbing experience: His search for-
information about the Ku Klux Klan
resuited in recruitment offers. ~“They
were trying to get me to sign up for it,"
he said. Elmore quickly steered him to
other sources for his project.

With their extensive - computer

_ maintaining it,

training, teachers like Stabile and Elmore
are the exception, not the rule in
California, according to a recent study
soon to be released by the state
Department of Education.

The study of 1,200 schools aimed to
discover how extensively technology is
used in the classroom, sald researcher
Dan Weiler.

One of the main findings, Weiler
said, was that ““teachers around the state
don't use computers for instruction as
much as | thought they would.” At 40
percent of the schools, he said, no more
than a fourth of teachers use computers
in their lessons.

For teachers to use computers
regularly, . Weiler said, they need -
up-to-date equipment located in their
classrooms with a maximum of five
students per computer. But his study
found that the average
student-to-computer ratio across the
state'was | 5-to-1.

A survey taken after the first NetDay

- showed that Santa Clara County schools

had a slightly better ratio of 10 students
_per computer. But the ratio is 26 10 1 for
‘Internet-capable computers.

Even schools’ that have. cnough
equipment  often  have  trouble
Weiler said. Only 12.
percent of California schools have one or
more full-time employees to provide.
on-site technical support, he said.

Hatland, the computer teacher at
American High, said that while her
district offers maintenance, she

- Valley,

sometimes relies on her own students or
those in a vocational program to repair
equipment.

Throughout Silicon Valley, there are
efforts to help teachers make computers
a more central part of learning. Smart
the non-profit group that’
coordinates NetDay activities in Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties. requires
that all school districts create a
technology plan that provides for teacher
training and -support. Cupertino Union
School District, for example, holds
monthly meetings to demonstrate a
computer technology tool and how it can
be used in the classroom.

~ The Santa Clara County Office of
Education will sponsor its . fourth
Technology Institute this summer, where
1,500 teachers from 11 counties will
learn to  develop classroom-based
[nternet projects.

" To encourage the creation of
high-tech curriculum, Smart Valley held
a competition called PC Day last year,
.awarding 3,000 computers to 364
teachers in November. :

However, some of those teachers still
haven't had time to take the machines
out of the boxes — another sign that

computers won't replace chalkboards any

time soon ;

it defi mtely takes a serious

" commitment on the part of the teacher at 1

{
this point to be really productive with :
these computers,” said PC Day !
coordinator  Teresa Hackler. “The |
computer is just the beginning."H )

Minneapolis Star Tribune

April 30,1997

Poll finds dzvzded support for. school tax-credzt plan

Rob Hotakamen / Star Tnbune
On the surface, most Minnesotans

love the idea of giving tax breaks to

parents to pay for education expenses.
-But their support dwindles quickly once
they've heard arguments for and against
the proposal - school choice vs. tax
money for private schools — according
to the latest Star Tribune Minnesota Poll.
Initially, 72 percent of those who
responded to the poll said they favor or
strongly favor the plan Only 26 pcrcent
opposed it.
But when interviewers read poll
respondents a summary of the pros and

cons of the legislation, more were
swayed by the argument against the bill
than by the argument for it. Opponents
“say the plan "starts down the path of
.providing public tax dollars to private
schools,” while Gov. Ame Carlson says
-it would provide greater school choice.
. After weighing both arguments,
respondents were less enthusiastic about
the plan: Only 47 percent said they'd be
-more apt to back it, while 49 percent said
they'd be more apt to oppose it.
"The way | feel, it would have to be
rejected,” said Wendy Miller, 26, a poli
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respondent from Montnce}lo and the
mother of two boys, ages 2 and 4. i
~ The plan would offer tax credits of up
to $2,000 to lower- and moderatc-nnc0m§
Minnesota families to help them pay for
such things as tuition at private schools,
or computers and tutors for children m
public or private schools.

The proposal is a top priority for
Carlson, who has threatened to veto any
K-12 school funding bill that does not

~ include the tax breaks. House and Senate
committees have rejected the $150
m!llxon plan, but the govemnor is not
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New school h_orizons

Breaking new ground can be a rocky: .
business. o

Just ask parents and teachers at Windy
Ridge Elementary School.

They encountered some serious
stumbling  blocks before winning

" approval to have Windy Ridge become
the first public school in Florida to
convert to a charter school.

" Despite those obstacles, the southwest
Orange County school has the potential
to become more than a noble experiment.

If parents and teachers in the school
zone approve. the final contract, Windy"
Ridge could serve as an example of how
to help middle-school students perform
better.

The parents and teachers have the
worthy goal of expanding to a school
offering kindergarten through
eighth-grade classes. | '

Windy Ridge, however, shouldn't be
given significantly more money than
other pubilic schools to accomplish that
goal.

That wasn't the intent of lawmakers
when they agreed to allow existing
public schools to convert to charter
schools,

The intent of the charter-school faw
was to allow laboratories for change .

.unfettered bylmost state and local rules.

The state law {authorizing charter
schools, however! didn't take into
account that school districts spread
overhead costs amdng all their schools,
the way businesses s‘pread overhead costs

among many depanmcnts

Relying on that formula, Windy Ridge
parents thought they would be getting
$140,000 more for|their school. They
didn't take into account such costs as

maintenance, transportation, training,
workers'  compensation,  liability
insurance and legal 'servnces which the
district provxdes

~ School district staff made matters
worse by taking too]long to explain to
Windy Ridge parents and teachers how
the overhead money\is used and which

services could be shopped for from other

suppliers.

Windy Ridge supporters may argue
that school districts ':should do a better
job of cutting the costs of their overhead.

i .

The place to forlce those savings,
however, shouldn't be |in the operation of
charter schools. That would give an

unfair advantage to| the children in -

charter schools at.the expense of children
in conventional schools. If every charter

1o ¥

- school could opt out of contributing

toward a district's overhead, an unfair,
two-tiered system would result.
The compromise reached by Windy

" Ridge and the school district offers the

school the best start. For its first year, the
school will receive financing similar to
its current allocation — and the same
level of service.

Windy Ridge, however, still will have:
an advantage over public schools in
raising money. As a charter school, it
will be eligible for more private
donations and grants. Its governing board
will be able to run its own lunchroom
and hire its own custodians. If it can save
money in those operations, it will be able
to hire a new reading teacher.

District  officials say they - are
committed to working in partnership with
Windy Ridge. That's a promise they must

~ keep.

Without unnecessary interference
from the district, the school will have a
chance to show what rules and
regulations may be unnecessary. Windy
Ridge's challenge will be to bring
students to new levels of achievement
without spending significantly more

" money than do other public schools.l

57. Nev‘; York Post
May 4, 1997

T he Internet: No school remedy

Education is a fi€ld most vulnerable to
faddish quick-fixes. But it seems that as
our nation's school crisis worsens, the
gimmicks politicians dewse become ever

sillier.

Consider President Clinton‘Sv latest
pedagogic prescription: To "connect
every classroom and library to the
[nternet by the year 2000.” To that end,
the administration has awarded schools
in- a number of states grants totaling
$11.8 million for the purpose of buying
equipment and training teachers in use of
the Internet.

And on Tuesday, the Federal

Communications Commission will vote
" on a proposal by the President to give
- schools and libraries Internet service
incentives worth some $2 billion.

Given the damage to sound public

education that the U.S. Department of
Education is capable of' inflicting, these
proposals 'seem relatively benign. Still,
by distracting local school boards and
administrators from real solutions to the
problems they face, the White House
infatuation with the Internet can only
make matiers worse.

The 'Net, essentially, .is a tooi
Properly employed, it can be quite
useful. Unfortunately, it also has great
potential for diveniné teachers and
students from more traditional learning
venues — and, in any event, vast

numbers of young Americans haven't yet’

NG
mastered the basic skills needed to access
the Internet effectively in the first place.

Recently, computer science professor

David Gelernter wrote of a 1990 survey
which found that 42 pcrcent of this

country's high school seniors couldn't
date the Civil War to within 50 years.
" - Another study, released earlier this
year, ranked America in 28th place in
mathematics, behind countries like
Thailand, Hungary, Slovenia — behind
even the international average. .
There are, to be sure, a lot of good

-schools in the U.S. But there are many

dreadful institutions as well — and
nothing on the Internet will teach
functional illiterates to read or
innumerates to add. Such
accomplishments require hard work by
individual students, their families —
and, especially, teachers.

Of course, rare indeed will be the day
when the White House criticizes the
latter: The National  Education
Association, the country's largest
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Joan Bader in its ranks.l

54. The Orlando Sentinel
Tuesday, May 6, 1997 '

“Letters to the editor

. . L

- Fuzzy thinking

"My Word" writer Penny Villegas is
off base in her defense of President
Clinton’s two-year extension, tax-paid
college * education. She teaches at
Valencia Community College and extols
the virtues of community colleges —
and rightly so. However, she does not
seem to grasp what an influx of students
would do.She fails to see what floods of
students into the public school system

have achieved '— namely, reducing the
quality of education while increasing the
t a x burden.
Florida is graduating "D" students and
is unhappy about it, soVillegas seems to
think that granting educational freebies at .
the college level will help. Fuzzy
thinking to say the least.
Clinton's plan is just another ploy in -

his "feel good" presidency, which will :
elicit another nice photo-op for an '
administration already in serious trouble. |
His plan is not thought out. [t is not to !
“"buy student's love," as she says; it is to !
buy their votes. '
Louise Redner ) _‘
ORMOND BEACH® ;

EDITORIAL
55. Portland Press Herald
May 5, 1997

EDUCA T TON IN AMERI CA Don ’t turn deaf ear to |

music and the arts
Maine's school budgets must be stretched if we are to fund well-rounded

educations.

©Copyright - 1997  Guy  Gannett
Communications
Imagine the world reduced to nothing

more than cold, hard facts and scientific

notations. Imagine the world with no -

color, no imagination and no creative
voice. If you can imagine this, you are
visualizing the world devoid of diversity
and ingenuity.

In towns and cities across the United
States, school committees are struggling
with increasing costs and less budget
dollars available to meet the expenses of
educating our children. More and more
communities are faced with difficult
decisions that have to be made in how
they can develop good learning facilities
for all young people and stay within their

financial limits.

How can academics be weighed with
the arts? This is a difficult question to
answer, and herein lies the struggle. Here
are two very different styles of learning
that are both -vital to - creating

+ well-rounded young people.
It is true that academics are needed to
_ provide the basics for attending college
and pursuing a career in the working:
world. In this day and age, however,
where so much emphasis has been placed
on diversity, can we afford to passup this
aspect of our education?

What about the student whose interest
in more in the arts than the academics?
Might not the arts be the sparkplug for
students to attend school? Can schools

afford to gamble the value of education
by cutting the programs that are
instrumental in maintaining a students
interest? We think not.
. School comminees need to reach deep
within their resources to find ways to
fund these vital programs within our
schools. We cannot .keep using what
seems to be the most obvious solution to
cutting costs by decreasing these
programs. There must be an alternative. |
It is the responsibrivlity'of every student,
+ - parent and educator to provide an equal
balance of knowledge  between
academics and the arts. - A.W.

You can contact us at Thc Portland '
Newspapers

i
i
'
»
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education market
By Neil Gross in New York, with bureau
reports

At first, Anthony Amato thought
someone was playing a bad joke. The
community superintendent of New York
City School District No.6 in Harlem had
flown all the way. to Redmond, Wash.,
to check out Microsoft Corp.’s plan to
put thousands of notebook computers in
schools.

When he arrived, he was shown a

video of upper-crust  Australian
schoolchildren using Microsoft
" spreadsheets. "Here was this beautiful

school with well-manicured children
talking in prim English accents,” recalls
Amato, whose district spans some tough
streets in Harlem. ~"God knows what
would happen if our kids walked down
. the street with notebooks under their
arms," he remembers thinking. But that
evening, Amato had an abrupt change
of heart. Whatever the challenges, he
decided, his students deserved the latest
technology. TD A year later, parents in
_ District No.6 are thanking him for the
decision. On  any given morning, 20
fifth-graders in the Harlem pilot program
are plotting graphs on Toshiba
notebook computers using Microsoft
Excel and clipping them  into Word

documents. Parents are learning how to

- use the computers, too—and splitting
the cost with the school. " We've had
overwhelming support from the
community,” says Amato, beaming.

He's not the only one smiling:
Fifty-one ‘other American pilot schools
are getting upbeat results in the same
program, called ""Anytime Anywhere
Learning.” Kathy Klock, curriculum
director at the Snohomish School District

- in Washington State, says engineers who
visited one of her fifth grade classes
were blown away by PowerPoint
presentations given by young students.
Not surprisingly, Microsoft and its
co-organizer—Toshiba  America—are
also enthusiasts,
enhances critical thinking skills, and the
way children analyze data’ says
Kathryn Yates, director for K-12 at
Microsoft's Education Customer Unit,
which supports teachers with online
materials and technical help.

Adds Toshiba America program
manager Thomas J]. Healey: “The
children learn to work with tools that
they will use throughout their lives." As
the program gears up, Microsoft could

© CONSTRAINTS.
"This - program
" resemblance to

_take its biggest steg‘ yet outside the

business market. But there will be
hurdles.  Historically,
dominated the school market and still
holds a 519 stake, acé:ordmg to a survey
by New York's IDC/Link Inc. Apple

" executives are skeptxcial about notebooks

in schools.

~ "They're not rugged enough,” says -
- Apple Computer |inc.

; marketing
manager Robert H. Kondrk. Instead, he's
offering schools a sturdy version of the

- Newton PDA called |E Mate for $699.
_Anytime Anywhere pamcnpants address

this issue by coachiné children on how
to care for computers, In Harlem, parents
help patrol children g‘oing to and from
school. So far, nonei of the 52 pilot
schools has reported a case of theft or
loss. Schools and parer':ts in the Anytime

Anywhere program purchase or lease

their notebooks from Toshiba resellers.
Hardware and softwarejare discounted, as
are service and insurance contracts. The
only real guidelines in the program:
Notebooks must be hngh-end models that
the students have available 24 hours a
day.

And students must| learn their way
around a business suite called Microsoft
Office (table, page 92) STALLED
HOME MARKET. If all this sounds a
little self—servmg—fcommg from

- Toshiba and Microsofti—it probably is.

Penetration of PCs in Axpen'can homes'is

stalled at about 40%, so hardware
makers like Toshiba are scrambling to
seed new markets. Believe it or not,
Microsoft faces a 51m1lar challenge. Its

“hugely successful Office package—-wonh

about $3.3 billion last year—has close
to 90% of the market foq business suites,

_according to Intematianaii Data Corp., a
~ market research company. But growth

isn't accelerating. *“Where do you get
new users?" asks [DC consumer software
analyst Mary Loffredd  Wardley.
Enter; the education
which  bears a “striking
the cobomte market.
“'Schools have line-items that say
“software," says Wardley. “"Money is
pre-budgeted, and decisions to purchase

market, .

are made at a hlgh levell" The Anytlme'

Anywhere approach also suits school
agendas, she says, becau‘se the National
Bureau of Educational| Standards is
asking teachers to go | beyond math
games to programs | that impart
higher-order skills.

Apple  has-

suite.

“When you use  graphing software.
you see relationships. and you can make
predictions,”  Wardley says. [ndeed,
Microsoft's timing seems perfect. The
Washington (D.C.)-based Software

" Publishers Assn. expects U.S. schools to,

pump about $4 billion into  software and
computer gear this year. Software will
likely account for just $494 million of
the total. But the number is bound to
grow. Last October, Congress allocated
$200 million for the President's new
Technology Literacy Challenge Fund,
aimed " at upgrading’ technology in
schools. State and city matching grants
will double or treble the total grant value.

Big chunks of Title One antipoverty
grants are earmarked for the same
purpose. And on ‘May 8, the Federal
Communications ~ Commission  is
expected to mandate discounts of up to
90% on Internet access for schools. After
that, districts may try to get more
Net-ready PCs on school desks. This

" gush of grants and discounts springs

from a strong bipartisan movement to
prepare students for the high-tech
workplace. Microsoft's new thrust into
schools is in perfect synch with its
emphasis on portable technology that
parents and students share.

“It's a well thought-out program,”
Says Anne Bryant, executive director of
the National School-Board Assn. (NSBA)
in Alexandria, Va., which contributed
expertise to Microsoft early on. Scheol
districts are struggling to bring parents
into the learning process, she points out.
“"One portable computer per student is
every educator's dream." How big could
the new notebook initiative become? In a
word, humongous.

About 52 million children are enrolled
in public elementary and secondary
schools, according to the National Center
for Education Statistics (NCES).
Another 5 million attend private schools.
Every child is a target and every parent
a potential cheerleader. *"The response
from parents has been phenomenal,"
says Mirian Acosta-Sing, principal of the
Mott Hall School for~ gifted children in
Manhattan's  District  No.6, which
Microsoft has used in  videotapes and
brochures to publicize its initiative.
Microsoft's success in the schools is
practically guaranteed, say education
market analysts, since teachers are
already enthusiastic about its Office
Quality - Education Data—a’
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Denver-based education  research

firm—did an intent-to-purchase survey

- before Microsoft even dreamed up-
Anytime Anywhere.  Recalls Jeanne
Hayes, president and CEQO of QED:
**Microsoft Office was at the top of the
list.” Australian teachers who have run a
similar program for six years are among
‘the most, persuasive advocates for the

children now tote notcbooks to school
each day. The.teachers' reports from the
front hnes——convemently packaged in
Microsoft's public-relations
material—dazzie American educators.
*“The children help their friends with
difficult programs,” exuits Ken Rowe,
. principal of Frankston High School in
"Melbourne, who is on a whirlwind tour
of U.S. schools arranged by Microsoft
and Toshiba. "' They take control of their

.own learning." [f America has fallen”

behind, its high-tech muitinationals
intend to help it catch up. As Anytime
. Anywhere spreads, other PC companies
are certain to jump on board. Compaq
Computer Corp., for one, already has a
program in place to make high-end

notebooks available to college students at
very competitive . prices. This is
something we could do in K-12 schools

‘as well” says Sue Coilins; Compaq's
. director for education

marketing.
Telecom service companies are also

-gearing up. Over the next five years,

AT&T alone will spend $150 million to
train teachers and help usher more
schools into cyberspace. " Today, 45% of
private-sector employees must use
high-technology tools in the workplace,”
says Joan Fenwick, director of the
AT&T Leaming Network, which

- disburses the funds. In 2000, she says,

the number will exceed 60%. “'This
investment is critical to our economic
future." To. help Anytime Anywhere,

" AT&T has given six months of free

Internet service to the Mott Hall School
in Harlem. That's a perfect gift for
Yaa-Afriyie DuBerry, 10, a laptop-wise
African American in the pilot program.
She scrolls quickly through a PowerPoint
demo of her story on*how human beings
got taste  buds. Pausing for a minute, she
defers credit for the animations. “'It's clip

" 'NEED A NOTEBOOK?

art,” she says. "'l only had four days to
put it together.” Just imagine what she
can accomplish in the next 10 years. TBL
Setting Up a School Laptop Program

DOES EVERY CHILD IN THE CLASS
it helps.
Students will use the computers for most
subjects at school and to  complete
assignments at home. HOW MUCH
DOES . THE COMPUTER COST?

Typical leases run about $70 a month,
including service and insurance.

Purchase prices start at about $2,000.

WHAT KIND OF HARDWARE IS
BEST?. Pilot programs all used Toshiba
color laptops, but any durable machine
will  do. CD-ROM drives and fast
modems are recommended. CAN
CHILDREN TAKE CARE OF THEIR
LAPTOPS? To be safe, lease terms
should include insurance and provisions

for loaner" machines, DO
TEA_CHERS NEED SPECIAL
TRAINING? Yes. Australian teachers

with the most experience recommend a
year of training. Fortunately, children
also teach one another.ll
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'HIGHER ED: T. IME F OR A REMODEL 2

By CHRISTOPHER BURNS

AP

AROUND THE WORLD, expectanons
about post-secondary education are

vastly different from the way they are in

the United States. °

PARIS - Philippe Jollant stood up in
his poetry class at the Sorbonne, statked

out to a sunny Latin Quarter cafe, fed up

with yet another boring lecture.
*The Sorbonne is liké an old chateau,
a bit sclerotic,” complained Jollant, a
26-year-old modern literature student
" who had enough of a professor pushing
the classics in a dull-green classroom
without any high-tech study aids.
A report on higher education by the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
" and Development, the industrialized
world's official think tank, predicts
swelling enrollment and the need for new
curricula, . Once the domain of a
privileged | few, education is
democratizing rapidly.
The |0-nation report, obtained by The
Associated Press, praises some Us.

- in  European -

_ Malcolm  Skilbeck,

'schoo s as-a model in adapting to change.
It says other countries need to rethink
post-secondary education to keep up with
advancing technology, accommodate
students and fight unemployment with a
better-skilled work force. '

Authors of the study struggled with
the question of who should pay.

Governments are, strapped for cash,
business involvement has its limits, and,
countries  especially,
boostmg tuition has triggered student
unrest. )

"Europe is in a real dilemma here,”
the study's .chief
author and a former .
interview. He cited Europe's approach
that "students should have access to
knowledge free of charge.”

Among his study's proposals are
deferred payments, loans and work-study
programs - measures Europe has yet to
widely adopt. '

Once a "distant goal for a small
minority,” higher education could soon
reach 80 percent or more of the

university
- administrator from Australia, said in an

population, says the study, which
examined several European countries, the |
United States, Austraha, New Zealand |
and Japan.
In some countries,
already here,
Jumping enroliment
From 1985 through 1994, enfollment ‘

the deluge is f

among 18- to 21-year-olds jumped. from ,'

25 percent to 40 percent in Canada and

 from 19 percent to 33 percent in France, !

the study says.

In the United States, enrollment of 26
to 29-year-olds rose from 8 percent to
nearly 10 percent.

Among the trends: an expansion in,
off-campus "distance education” by TV
or computer, work experience studies and!
specialized technical schools that serve;
regional business needs. : i

The study notes criticism by students
and teachers "of policies that suggest
institutions are behaving too much like:
commercial enterprises.” - - |

A consumer mentality? i

But the report also observed a trend of.
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_ schools looking at "the student as the
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Free Speech and the, Internet

Is the Internet a serious threat to children that

. -justifies Government censorship under a clumsy

Congressional concoction called the Communica-

' tions Decency Act of 1996? Or is it a distinctive,

democratizing forum for worldwide conversation

! warranting maximum First- Amendment protec-
{ tion? The Supreme Court is now weighing these
, questtons It ought to reject the idea that the trans-

mission of information on the lntemet should be
limited by the state. :

In one of the most significant cases this term,
the justices are to rule by summer on the constitu-
tionality of the 1996 act, which makes it a felony to
knowingly transmit indecent material over the In-
ternet, where youngsters may see it. If the law

stands, it would effectively reduce communication .

on the Internet to a level judged appropriate for

.children, and make inadvertent criminals of adults

and children alike. .
Congress held no hearings before adding these

ill-advised Internet restrictions to-a broader tele-.
communications bill. By striking them down, the

Court would honor free speech and send a useful

‘message to lawmakers to tread carefully before
_intervening in this constitutionally sensitive realm.

The Court has often seemed torn when address-
ing First Amendment issues in the context of new

communications technologies. In a splintered deci--
sion in a cable television case last June, for exam-

ple, it timidly declined to apply the strict serutiny

that usually is required for government regulation. -
- of speech content. At least four justices seemed to

lean toward a dangerous approach that grants more:

_ leeway to control the message when a given technol-

" BOSTON HERALD |

ogy realches large numbers of people. Millions of

Amencans now have access to the Internet.
Fortunately, the justices have a sound blue-

print to|follow in last year's eloquent decision by a

three-judge panel in Philadelphia that blocked en- |

forcement of the 1996 act. After hearings that
amounted to a crash course on the Internet, the

_panel correctly determined that Congress had

placed unconsutuuonally vague and overly broad
restrictions on what adults can publish and see.

The panel also rejected the Government’s argu-
ment that the Internet shouid be viewed similarly to
v and radio broadcasting, for which some speech
restrictions have been allowed. Its decision noted a
criticall difference. While children can come upon
explic:t material simply by turning on a television,
computer users must actively search out the ma-
terial they want to see. As a practical matter,
because the Internet is a global medium, no domes-
tic law can effectively protect children from in-
approp]nate material. Moreover, the availability of
software that parents can use to block or filter
transmxsswns means the Government has failed to
meet 1ts burden of regulating speech by the least
restrictxve means.

Last week’s decision by the Supreme Court
upholding content-neutral rules requiring cable
broadcasters to carry local over-the-air broadcast
statmns was encouraging Though the Court split 5
to 4, the justices seemed unanimous that Congress
must have a persuasive justification to impose
content-based restrictions limiting free speech. On
that ground, the Communications Decency Act

surely} tails.
L84
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POINT OF VIEW

The Internet and Educatlon a Close Fit

By Neil L. Rudenstme

Is the educational promise of the
Internet real? [ believe it is. .

The cluster of technologies that we
know as the Intemnet , powerfully
reinforces and extends some of the
most effective traditional forms of
university teaching and leaming. On
many campuses, it is already having an
impact more dynamic and pervasive
than that of any previous breakthrough
in information technology during this
century. And the transformation in
progress is only beginning to unfold.

Its worth recalling that. in an earlier
age. the specter of huge libraries filled
with countless books raised ‘anxieties -
not unlike those we today associate
with the Intemet ~ concerns about
how to cope with overabundant
information of mixed gquality and how
to avotd encouraging antlsocual of even
unhealthy behavior.

As early as the |8th century, Dlderot
looked upon the rapid proliferation of

books and foresaw "a time ... when it |

will be almost as difficult to learn
anything from books as from the direct
study of the whole of the universe.”

“The world of leaming,” he feared.
“will drown in books.” )

No less ominously, a 1795 German
treatise on public health wamed that
excessive reading - induced "
susceptibility to colds, headaches,
weakening of the eyes, heat rashes,
‘gout, arthritis, asthma, apoplexy.” and
a host of other disorders, including
"hypochondria and melancholy.” Fresh
air, frequent walks, and washing one's
face periodically in cold water were
prescribed for solitary readers.

"It was feared, moreover, that
excessive reading could lead to a
society of dysfunctional misfits. What
was to prevent students from
disappearing into library stacks for
days on end, pursuing a subject from
shelf to shelf, unable to discriminate
- among different volumes or to absorb
mote than a small fraction of the
information available on a given topic?
And what was to  prevent

a

i
'
{

. |
less-disciplined  students  from

browsing their lives away in sweet
procrastination? | '
Although hxstoncal parailels are
never exact, [ expect that over time we
will gradually resol:ve most of our
anxieties about the Internet, much as
students and- facu!t)‘/ members have
learned to regard large libraries, filted
with innumerable books and journals,
as a familiar, manageazblc and essential
part of their lives, The sheer novelty of

the Internet will sujbs:dq: The tools -

available for readily identifying

relevant, reliable information are likely -

to improve. The world of leaming will
not. become lost in cyberspace, [
suspect. any more tha!m it has drowned
in books, !

. Yet the -question remains: What
makes the new technologxcs worth
embracing? Why should institutions of

higher education undertake the major”

)
investments that are involved? What

‘makes the Intermet more than just the’

latest in a long chain of technological
innovations - mcludmg radio and
television — that have transtormed
other aspects of si)cnctv but fallen
short of inflated cwpcccatlons in the
realm of advanced learning?

To begin with, we see evidence of
rapidly expanding ?educational use.

* Whether one considers the number of

. .
academic institutions or courses with

sites on the Intemet, the content and
dimensions of those sites, the number

.of "hits" registered by a given home

page, the volumci of academically
significant matenals coming on line, or
the volume of le-mail messages
transmitted each  day by faculty
members and stud;nts it's clear that

_we are experiencing & phenomenon of

rare magnitude.

More fundamentally. there is a very |

close fit - a cntical interlock -~
between the structures and processes

‘of the Internet and|some of the main

i e
structures and processes of traditiodal
university education. The new
technologies ‘act ' as a powerful

supplement to. and reinforcement of.
forms of teaching and learning that
faculty members and students for
decades have found to be especially
effective. Let me offer a few
illustrations,

* The Internet can provide access
to essentially unlimited sources of
information not  conveniently
obtainable through other means. We
are witnessing, tn other words, a
dramatic expansion of the capacities
historically associated with our great
research libraries. We do not yet have
the electronic equivalent of a

‘comprehensive card catalogue for

on-line matenials. or of reterence
librarians to guide us patiently through
a seeming infinity of virtual stacks. But
as such capabilities evolve, the library
and the Intermet wiil be wewcd

increasingly as a versatile, unified

system, providing an enormous variety
of materals in different formats and
media - so that data. texts. images. and
other forms of information can- be
casily accessed by students and faculty
members  alike, © and  readily

_ manipulated in new ways. Indeed. we
_ are already well along this path.

* The Internet allows for the
crealion of unu.ma}z’y rich course
materials. Recently, [ reviewed one of
a new generation of Net-based
multimedia case  studies  being

V developed at Harvard Business School.

The case, focused on the production

- problems of an  Australian-run
-sock-manufacturing plant in China.

features not only standard text, but also
on- line_interviews with company
executives, videos of the production
process, interactive spreadsheets that
allow the student to gauge the
implications of varying production
schedules. hypertext links to relevant

. reference matenals, and so forth.

Through these and other elements
of this electronic course pack. the
-more-
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Internet cont.

student is able to experience the -

business environment in 8 much more

vivid. textured, nonlinear way - an

approach that captures the multilayered
and untidy reality with which the
plant's managers and workers must

actually contend. The human and
social context of the  business
enterpnise - not just its operational and
financial elements ~ comnes to life. As
this exampie only begins to suggest,
the Internet holds the potential to be an
exceptionally fine tool for creating
densely woven, unusually engaging,

and highly demanding new course -

matenals. Such matenals are rooted in
traditional forms of pedagogy, vet are
enhanced by the new technologies.

* The Internet enhances the vital
process of “conversational” learning.
We all know that the daily exchange of
ideas and opinions among students,
and between students and faculty
memnbers. is one of the oldest and most
important forms of education. People
argue and debate, listen and react, and
sometimes even discover common
solutions to difficult problems. -

The Intemet creates an array of new
clectronic  forums  for  such
conversational- learning.
Communication takes place at all
hours, across distances, among people
on campus and beyond. Instructors can
hold supplementary “clectronic office
hours” and moderate  on-linc
discussion groups, unbounded by time
or place. Students, even those who are
reticent in the classroom, can put
forward ‘their hypotheses and invite
their peers' reactions, or describe a

. problem they are struggling to solve
and solicit suggestions from others.

Sustained, direct human contact is
absolutely  essential to  serious

cducation, and always will be..

Ultimately, there is no effective
substitute for "live,” face-to-face
interchange. Nonetheless, the Intemnet
permits a significant extension of the
scope, continuity, and even the quaiity
of certain forms of intersction, even
though electronic communication wili
" always lack critical cicmcm.s of real”
conversation, '
* The Internet reinforces the
conception of students as active
agents in the process of learning, not
as passive recipients of kmowledge
Jrom teachers and authoritative texts.

Let me oversimplify for a moment.
For a century or more, evolving

theories of education have stressed the
role of the student as an active learner

I .

i

-~ someone ‘who! asks questions,
searches for relevant information,

discusses ideas with others, and .

generally  moves | ahead as  an
mvestigator, diiscovcrcr or

" adventurous scholar in-the-making.
Faculty members play a vital role in the -

process, stimulating students to ask the
right questions, to seek answers in
rigorous and imaginative ways.

re-examine their [assumptions and

- provisional conclusions, and to connect
their thoughts to! a larger set of

principles and ideas. But an essentiai
part of the driving forcc is cxpccted to
come from the students.

The Internet dovetails with this
vision of 1carmng’ It calls upon the
user to .be active and engaged -

- foliowing leads, distinguishing the

substantial from the  tnvial,
synthesizing msxghts drawn from
different »ousccs,, formulating new
questions. Seated before the computer,
a student is challenged to make
something happcn to act or pursue,

" rather than mcrcly react or absorb.

Such an’ approac}h holds particular
promise in an era when students, more
than ever, will need to sustain the

capacity- for [serious leaming-

throughout their Iilvcs and careers.

In short, the Internet has distinctive
powers to complement, reinforce, and
enhance some ofjour most effective

traditional approaches to university
. teaching and leamning.  We should

embrace those capacities, not resist
them. To be sure, there is always
reason for caution when circumstances
are changing so quackly We need to
find the nght pacc of change to
achicve the best results. We must not
et the intriguing potential of the riew

- technologies drivejus headlong toward

innovations that| erode rather than
strengthen cducatton We must not
undervalue the commued need for
books and other tangzble documents,
or negléct the irreducible importance of
sustained, face-to-face human contact

in learning. But! neither should we

- mistake what is happening for a mere

fad of mirage, a{!td fail to realize the
transformative possab:htncs of the new
technologics. |

Excellent mfognatxon and effective
vehicles for communication are
fundamental to vmually everything we
do - in umvcrs:fucs and in life — bit
they are not the essential stuff of
education. All the information in the
world will be of no avail unless we can
use it wisely, In the end, as we know,
education is a flundamg:ntally' human

|
(,

process, 4 matter of values and

- sigmficant  action, not  simply

information or even knowledge.

The Internet will not tell us, for
example, what to do about individuals
and communities that cannot atford to
be on the Net. It will not show us, any
more than. our libraries full of books
have shown us. how fo create humane
and just societies. For this, we need -
as we always have needed - human
minds, human values, and human
action. It is how we address such
questions ~ of purposes, of aspirations,
of the consequences of our choices on
real human lives — that will finally
determine the effectiveness of out new
technologies for higher education, and
for the society it serves,

Neil L. Rudenstine is president of

' Harvard University.
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Tbey are bemg used in
| n classrooms in new ways.
| ar o - Could it ble done better?

BY LYRIC WALLWO]RK_ WINIK

|

OMPUTERS ARE FAST
becoming the fourth “R” in
- American education. Today,

“teaching students computer

according to Public Agenda, a
research organization. High
, school graduates who aren’t
computer literate are “not going to get jobs—it’s just
that simple,” one Cincinnati man told the surveyors.

But in an era when some public schools face short-
ages of textbooks and one New York City school even

asked a computer company to help purchase desks for -

students who had been sitting on the floor, comput-
erizing the classroom may not be as easy as it sounds.
And new questions about computer use in schools

are being asked, including: Are they valuable tools or _
- just high-tech gadgets? Should they be in one “com-

puter lab” room or spread throughout the classrooms?
Do teachers have enough training to use them well?

Quantity is not always quality. While most agree

' that students need basic computer skills, some experts

caution that not all computer time is quality educa-
tion time. “If teachers aren’t sure how 1o use com-
puters in their curriculum, and the computer—aot the
child—is dictating the questions and answers, then

I"d rather not have computers in the classroom,” said |

Susan Haugland, a proféssor of child development at
Southeast Missouri State University. Haugland stud-
ied preschool children who had used computer drilt
programs designed to develop reading skills. She found
that they had a 50% drop in creativity and no sngmf
|cant 1mprovement in learning how to read

eightin 10 Americans say that.

skills is “absolutely essential,”

'

Another potenuaﬂy troublmg repon comes from
the 1994 National Assessment of Education Progress |
test in American history. Fourth- and elghth-graders '

who used computers almost daily in history classes

scored 14 to 18 points lower on the history test than
studénts who never or only rarely used computers.
‘Computers can be a resource in the classroom.” said
Haugland “but they are not going to solve all our ed-

" ucational problems.”

Yet there is compelling evidence that computers can
have la positive effect in the classroom. [n fact, one
pmgram suggests that technology may offer new ways i

10 engage smdcnts, including some consxdered ‘atrisk.” |

AspanofapﬂotprojectaztheMax
well Mlddle School in Tucson, Ariz..

‘ sntnawd in an economicaily

depressed
area plagued by gang violence, Micro-
soft and Compaq donated software and
computers for 500 students. Four spe-
cxally trained teachers used comput-
ersto teach every subject, and the kids

' wmallowedtotakelhelapm;:shome

In just ove year, absenteeism dropped
and standardxzcd test scores rose 11%
to 25% among the computer students.

“We were hoping just-to familiarize

- kids with computers,” said Pete

‘ nggms of Microsoft, who worked on

the pm_fect “But the kids actually be-

© came mom engaged in school It’s pret-

ty mspmng

He admd, “Tt a]sb raises the qumnon
of what s better for kids—spending an

hmrmaoompmerlabcrmnymgacom—
puter amundallthe ume like apencﬂ ?

|
B
%
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is it possible? Providing a computer to
every student is a daunting financial
task. In Summit. N.J., the Mayor's
Partnership tfor Technology initially
" “planned to spend $5 million to pur-
chase laptop computers for all 800 high
school students and 100 teachers by
2001. But the project has-been scaled
back simply to provide computer ac-
cess to all high schoo! students and
“ teachers. To do that, Summit still must
‘raise $2.5 million in private funds.
To make the project succeed, teach-
ers have to be trained. and basic ques-

tions must be answered, including: -

How can the computers be kept safe
during the school day, how can they
be recharged. and what wiil happen if
"a laptop is lost or broken? Last fall,
six teachers and 55 students began a
: pilot program {0 explore these issues.
“We're just bevmnmg to identify and
.ask all the questions, let alone answer
them,” said Michael Knowlton, Sum-
mit's school supernintendent.

The Internet. While schools wres-

tle with what role computers should
play inside their classrooms, many also
! are rying to reach the world ourside,
via the Internet.. Across the nation,
states have held “Net Days” to wire

schools to the Internet. California held .

" two Net Days in 1996, which orga-
nizers compared to a “high-tech barn-
raising.” More than 50,000 volunteers
installed more than 6 million feet of
cable in K-12 classrooms. “What heart-
ens me is to see schools, communities

and businesses coming together, rec-

ognizing the need for technology in
schools,” said Carole Teach of the
California Department of Education.

Still. in California there is only one -

. Internet-connected computer for every
73 students. Wiring all of the nation’s
classrooms could cost up to 36 bnllnon

One state leadmg the way into this
new electronic world is Missouri. A
statewide computer netwark named
MOREnet (Missouri Research and
Education Network) will connect
950,000 students to each other and'to
the Internet by 1998. Already, 474 dis-

tricts have high-speed data circuits and :
" toll-free access to the Internet. Teacher .

training is part of the project, which is
receiving $12 million from the state.

Help Chlldren ie; '

.\ computer in every classroom-— _

i

V[OREnet also w111 link secondary
schools to 44 higher education institu-
tions and 136 public libraries and will
provide Internet acces% to all Missouri
government agencies for residents from
terminals in town and civic centers,
“Connecting schools with wires and

circuits is only a small piece.” said

William Mitchell, MOREnet's execu-

tive director. ‘Trmmn‘g teachers and -
- other users, prowdmgl technical sup-
. portand information databascs are és-

sential to our success.”

Using MOREnet's Intemet [mks
- fifth-graders have ° discussed” the

state’s 1993 flood with thldren around
the globe. Third-graders have exchanged
information about Missouni's climate
and geography with srudems in Alaska.
Perhaps the biggest: 1mpact has been

in the state’s rural school districts. At |
East Prairie (Mo.) I-hgh School, En- |

- glish students once rode a bus 50 miles

to a library. Now they can .go online.
What should parems ask? Just see-
ing computersina school doesn’t guar-

* antee that the machines are being used
~ well. Here are some quésnons to ask:
- # How much time do students spend
using computers, and how are they su- |

pervised? Who answers questions’?

* Does the school -have a technology
plan? What are its priodities (buying more
machines, connecting to the Internet)?
* Are computers used to help teacn sub-

" jects, such as math or writing skills. or

for activities outside the curriculum?
* How are teachers trained?

« Who monitors or safeguards children
on the Internet?

® What Kinds of software are studems

using? [s it appropriate for different ' '

ages and skill levels?

*It's important that parents monitor
the type of computer work their chil-
dren do,”
want variety and challenges,"’ she add-
ed, not simple repetition.

“Computers have so much potf:nual
for changing the way we teach and
learn that we need to retine and fine-
tune how we use them.” said Michael
Knowlton. “We will have both failures
and successes, but it’s exciting because
it has so much potential.” L

Lyric Wallwork Winik writes about ed-
ucation, politics and social issues.

said Susan Haugland. “You -

10
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'Increasingly‘; the Internet Combiﬁes Education
With Advertising

By Andrew Trotter

As use of the World Wide Web
grows by leaps and bounds, the
culture of cyberspace. is being
shaped increasingly by advertis-
‘ing, say veterans of the easy-to-
. use, highly visual region of the
- Internet.

Educators must take heed to
prepare children for the barrage
of ads they will encounter-on-line,
experts caution.

The early growth of the Internet
was fueled by scientists, educa-
tors, and hobbyists who delighted
. in the free sharing of information.
They have now been joined by
" companies offering information

-on their Web sites to entice people
to spend time in the presence of
~ advertisements and, ultimately, to

spend money. .

- “The Internet started with a cir-
cle of gifts-—you would take some-
thing from the Net and you'd give
something back,” said Jean Ar-
mour Polly, the author of the In-
ternet Kids’ Yellow Pages, pub-
lished by Osborne McGraw-Hill

“Now it's ‘How can you get eye-
balls to come in and look?-—
_ that’s the rub,” she added.

Still, companies know Web visi-
tors expect freebies, and some
commercial sjtes “have fabuloua

content,” Ms. Polly said.

Registering Information
For example, the Crayola WRle--
site offered by Binney & Smﬁia

“which is really quite int:

~ ing,” she said. :
And the site for one brand of

breakfast cereal features an ad-
. venture game that tests children’s
. knowledge of endangered species,
she added. At the same time, Web
advertising is becoming more po-
tent, as companies gain new’
methods of tmlonng ada to indi-
vidual users.

Many commercial Web sites, in-

. cluding some for children, require

(
l
|
users to register to have full access |
ta the site, said Shelley Pasnik, the
director of children’s policy at the '
Center for Media Education, a ]
Washington think tank.
By registering, the user supphes f
i

" a variety of personal information,

such as age, gender, hobbies, and |
electronic-mail address, which
may be compiled and sold to e- |
mail marketers. Or the data may I
\

berecorded in a coolne, a goft-
ware device stored on the user’s
computer that then tracks what
the user does at the site and cxa.ng
be read by the Web site on subse-| -
‘quent visits. |

A cockie can be helpful if it al-|
lows the Web site to tailor infor-
mation to the user’s interests, Ms. .
Polly said. It can alse be used to[
target advertising or to bullds
marketing databases. - 1

Web browsers can be set t«of

warn users when cookies are cre-

, ated; users can also delete them.

Another mportant change m

' the Web has to do with the meth‘—

ods people use to find.- mformanon
“Search engines”™—Web s:tes

"such as Yahoo! and Excite! that
- are used to find other. Web

sites—-gift through millions of

 Web pages and retrieve lists of
* these that are relevant to key

" words supplied by the user. But

many search engines now use )

the same key words to speclally
select ads that appear on the
user’s search screen. : |
And some search engines allow
companies to pay a fee so theu‘
Web site will be prommently dls-

i
i
|
‘_
|

played within the lista of relevant .
sites, said Ms. Pasnik, who is the
co-author of a study last year of
Web-based marketing to children.
She said this practlce could lead
students astray in conducting on-
line research.
_ Teachers have been very con-
cerned about the issue of pornog-
. raphy on the Internet and the
need to protect children from the .
potential dangers of Internet en-
counters, Ms. Pasnik said. But

- few educators have tackled is-

sues such as exposure of children

“to adve.rtising, the invasion of

students’ privacy, and the blend-
ing of advemsmg and content on_
the Web.

Web advertising shouldnt be
banned, Ms. Pasnik added. But
teachers and their students need
to think critically about what
they see, to understand how the
technologies work, and to be

“somewhat leery of the content
they encounber

Qn.the Web y

For links to these and other Web
properties, click on This Week’s
Links at http//www.edweek.org.
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about half black and half white. The
national board has 6 minority members
out of 23.

The group has no schedule for growth.
but officials say they get up to about 10
inquiries about possibie new chapters a

‘week. and hope to be active in all 50 -

states before long.

"There are a host of worthwhile
organizations working to improve
particular schools,” Mr. Molpus said.
“We can be the voice for systemic feform
at the school district level around the

country. If that happens. | think you'll see
some of the divisiveness alonig racial and
class lines healed.” M
~ Still, most chapters depend on the
efforts of a small core group and local
leaders of Parents for Public Schools are
wary of grand claims. b

In addition to the forces gulling white
and middle-class minority students from

‘public schools, they say, ils the simple

factor of time: parents involved in their

_own lives and schools can f’ nd it hard to
stretch to find energy for such an

orgamzauon

"It is swimming against the tide, but
that doesn't mean we have to sink.” said
Margaret Hulbert. president of .the
Cincinnati chapter. "Parents for Public
Schools provides so much emotional and
intellectual support. It's easy to look at
the problems of the schools and say.
"Why bother? [t really helps to know
other people are tmdmg ways to make
things work.”

04:45 EST April 16, 19978
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States struggle to pay for tz;lnely textbooks

By The Associated Press

Sally and Kevin Flood know what
textbooks cost. With four children in
Indianapolis public schools, the family
paid $400 this year to rent books at
. one-fifth their price.

With 44 million children in public
schools. textbook costs rising and
competition from computer purchases,
families, states and school districts are
struggling to make sure there are enough
textbooks to go around.

In New York alone, Gov. George
Pataki says, the state must double the
$114 million it now spends on books,
Indiana  Gov. Frank  O'Bannon
campaigned fast year on a promise of
free textbooks but now is pushing a tax
credit for families who rent them,

]

i

!

In Louisiana, a lawsuit alleges the

textbook shortage is so acute that poor

school districts teach forczgn languages .
on the blackboard or use biooks showing .

Richard Nixon as presndent - if the page
hasn't fallen out.

In at least seven states, students are
charged a fee that includes the purchase
or rental of textbooks.

And when Louisiana Gov. Mike
Foster this yca:.proposedg spending $75
million for computers,! critics were
outraged.

"We need to look at purchasing
textbooks before we iget into ‘the
computer business,” sazd state. Rep.
Warren Triche. The state House is
looking into textbook shortages.

“School officials in other states

" complain about testrictions that force

them to buy expensive books from

state-approved lists even though they

plan to use other materials.

In an unscientific but widely -
publicized poll by the Association of
American Publishers, half of all high
school teachers complained they could
not assign homework for lack of books.

" The same poll found that a quarter of
all teachers reported using books more
than 10 years old.

Publishers say less than a penny of

‘every school dollar is spent for books.

Americans spent $16.1 billion in 1994

: on pet food, compared with $2.1 billion

on school books ]

USA Today
Apnl 16, 1997

T echnology rewrztes the book on school przmers

By Stuart Glascock
Special for USA TODAY

Not too long ago, dedicated students
buried their heads in the gray. pages of
basal readers, pored over math formulas
and studied science and history lessons
* that had little connection to their daily
lives.

That won't cut it for today 3 students,
who are growing up with music vudeos
and computer games.

Students hitting the books today

encounter a colar»splashed array . of
charts, maps, graphsi
materials - designed for interactive
learning. And technology is pushing the
pace of textbook change

Advances i in desktop publishing and
color printing have comlt)med with trends

toward more engaging styles of teaching,
- to produce textbooks with a visual edge.

"Printing technolog‘y has . affected
content in a ‘positive way,” says Jim
Chapman, executive editor’ at text

|
g
f
l

photos -and -

publxsher Houghton Mifflin Co. "It has
given us opportunities to create books

- where the visual content and instructional

content are much more integrated.”

But today’s children expect more than
just exciting books. Nearly all textbooks
roll off the presses destined to be bundled
with extra’ leaming products and
classroom tools --maps, charts, kits for
hands-on projects, video discs and other
multimedia software. i .

"Just reading straight, dry text doesn't
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- cut it anymore,” says John Ti\orpc, who

oversees textbook selection - for the
47.000-student Seattle School District,
Instead of buying science textbooks,

Seattle schools recently adopted a series

of science kits that teach hands-on
experimentation. The  instructional
materials are oriented around topics such
as water, motion or magnetism. Simple
materials include bails of string. rubber
bands, incline planes and other common
items that make desktop experimentation
possible, Thorpe says. )

. To bolster interactive teachsng styles
Seattle schools also deploy ‘math texts

that devote fewer pages to formulas, -
Thorpe says. They emphasize viewing °

math as active, interesting and relevant to

everydav problem solving. Social studies

texts rely less on straight, linear

chronologies and focus on people and

events in history.

"You don't see too much of the oid
" basal reader,” Thorpe says, adding that

‘the change in instructional materials
reflects a shift in teaching strategy. In

general there's Iess Iecture and more
pamcapanon and acuvny in class.

Last year. McGraw Hill School
Division launched a Wo;ld Wide Web

site - (hup// www! immhschool com)

|
offering support for teachers and a range

‘ of new texts. One of those. A New View. .

is"a literature-based, {readmg/language
arts program for elementary children that
features culturally dwérse literature.

It integrates Spellmg, the writing
process and grammar-in the reading skills

lessons. - Supporting: materials include.

word-building kits, ‘language, phomcs

-and spelling books, plfus audio casseties

and assessment guides!

The publisher's Web site serves up
tips for teachers in a %eachmg resource
area and links 10" ch sites related to
material in the books. Updates of social

studies material are-proyided for teachers-

to download. Such- Intemet usage is

increasing, says Steve Dow ing, president "

of McGraw-Hill School Division.
Changes i textbooks structuze aren't
. |

P
i

A
|

always welcome, and many educators
don't like what they see.
"Textbooks are getting more and more

* watered down.” says Nancy Walker. a

20-year speech teacher in Dallas high

- schools. "They have more summary. lcss :
- substance.”

Educators aren't the only critics. Most
school  districts  ask parents and

-community members 1o review texts

before the books are chosen; giving

- concerned " citizens some say in the

selection process.
“I was appalled at some of thc books

we were shown for children,” says said -

Kathleen Tumner, a parent who served six
vears on the Jefferson-County (Colo.) .
School District’s book review panel. " We

~ had some-terrible books for junior high

that were comic book sty e. We rejecled
them.” ‘
But Dowling says the new books still

'do the job. "We haven't dumbed down

texts,” he says. "We've just presented
information differently.” W

TRADE

Educatlon Dally
April 16, 1997 :

overturn their 1985 ruling that bars
public Title 1 teachers from parochlal
sites.

During arguments in two related cases-

from New York City, four justices voiced

serious reservations and fears-of opening

a Pandora's box of church-state
‘problems. Four other justices are either

on record favoring Title | services in

religious schools, or are leaning that way.
The remaining justice, Anthony

- Kennedy, wondered aloud if school

districts’ financial and logistical problems

. providing Title I services for parochial

students at neutral sites justify senmg a
new legal precedent.
Kennedy, often a swing vote in split

_decisions, " also has said the -Court's

previous ruling may have been “wrong

i

1

i
(ED June 28, 1994), l

Two Wrangs?

To complaints from t!}c New York City
school district's attomey that Title [
mobile classrooms are cramped noisy
and 1mpracncal he said that didn't mean
allowing public em’ployees in the
religious buildings should be legal.

"~ "That doesn't mpan there's no .
“ Establishment Clause violation, does it?”

he said.

The district and parents of paroch:alv.

school students are appealing the Court's

‘decision in Aguilar v.|Felton (473 U.S.

402), which says pabi'c school teachers
offering instruction in religious schools
violates the Constitution's clause that
government must not establish a reiigion
(ED, Jan. 22).-

~"In Agostini v. ‘Felton (96 552) and
Chancellor v. Felton (96- 553}, school
dlstrlct attorney Paul Crotty- said the

HIGH COURTSPLIT OVER TITLEIIN
CHURCH S CHOOLS

S. Suprem;’: Coun justices’
' | seemed  deeply - divided
yesterday on  whether to

district's cost of providing mobile

- . classrooms parked niear religious schools

has topped $100 miilion in the past 10

-years.

. And acting U.S. Sohcxtor General

: Walter Dellinger, representing the -

Education Department, said ED spends

“about "$300 million armually

dead-weight loss” overhead Vexpenses
under the $7 billion Title I program to

_ complv with Aguilar.,

< Open Door

The strongest voice on the Court for

overturning  Aguilar yesterday was

~ Justice Antonin Scalia, who- called the
- notion of prohibiting government
* services in pa:ochial schools
. absolutlst view."

an

Delimger argued the Court already

_opened.the door for public school

services in religious schools four years
ago in Zobrest v. Catalina Foothills
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A university

BALTIMORE SUN, Feb. 38

, campus
in which bits and bytes

‘replace bricks and mortar,
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By WiLriaM R. BRODY

OR THE PAST CENTURY,
American universities have pro-
vided extraordinary leadership,
and Johns Hopkins has been &
leader among that group. Now
the question confronts us: What
must we do to continue our role
asapremier research uruversny'?

For we find ourselves in the midst ofa .

profound reordering of the political, so-
cial and economic fabric of our global vil-
lage. 1t is fueled by dramatic advances in

science and technology. Facing this, we’

. must ask ourselves how to preserve the
fundamental tenet of the university: the
freedom to explore new ideas no matter
how bold, no matter how much they ( cha!‘
lenge the established dogma. .

Can we provide a-high-quality educa-
tion, one that prepares our students for
careers that have not yet been imagined,
when we are faced with extraordinary

pressures to make our «education more
* “relevant” — that is, to prepare our stu-
dents for the jobs of today? At the same

time, we must make this education more’

affordable, Canwe do it?

I believe we can, but it will not be an
easy task. We are in the middle of a revo-
lution. It has been brought about by the
new manner in which knowledge is gener-
ated and information disseminated. And
the university is at ground -of this in-
formation explosion. The of these
changes is so powerful M we must
adapt or lose our relevance

Those who predict the demise of the

_ university from the new proliferation of’

bits and bytes are perhaps missing the
point. To be sure, the university, and the
" research university in particular, will have
to be configured very differently in the

21st century. Emctbr how this dlfrerence a

will manifest 1tself we cannot predict with
certainty..

Fundamenbally we must come-to un-

derstand that we are just one player, en-
- gaged-in a worldwide effort to expand and
exploit knowledge. It is a pursuit that is
no longer the exclustve domain of the uni-
versities. There is a very “knowledge in-
dustry” outside our doors now — it is the

foundation of the new economy — and ..

that industry is in the midst of cataclys-
mic¢ changes. )

For our part, we need to acknowledge

. that universities are no Ionger the sole fo-

cus for the creation of new knowledge.
Neither will we have excluswe rights to
provide education and traimng

As universities, we must[rernake our-

- selves.in the context of this new informa-

tionage. Thiscallsfora process, not a sin-
gle event. It is a process bound to last
longer than the term of one university

president. But it is & process that, m'emt- '

ably, is already under way. .

In the course of events that are to -

come, I would suggest that several areas
bear particular attention.|The first of

" these is the way we organize and access

information. The academy is changing its
role as the central, physical repository of

. ourcivilization’s intellectual content.

“To understand this change, we need to
distinguish between - lnformation and

knowledge. We are inthe so-caned “infor- -

mation age.” This age is quite different
and distinct from what I would eall the
“knowledge age.” Perhaps it we’re lucky,
the knowledge age will come next.

In the information age, the progress of

" analog and digital eommunlcauons tech-

nology from telephone and radio to televi-
sion, satellites, faxes and computers has
increased our access to information at a
dizzying rate. I am amazed whenever 1
read an article about the joys of instant
access to information through the Inter-
net. Are there really people out there who
crave more information cmssing their
desk or their desktop? | .

‘ Information overload J

Uncontrolled ln!ormation has become
a burden, not a resource. Who among us
fails to suffer from information overload?
With hundreds of cable-TV channels
added to the proliferation of newspapers,
magazines, scholarly joumals, books, to

say nothing of junk mail, one hardly has .

‘ time to waste surfing the net

. Infact, what we crave )s ‘better aceess
to knowiedge, not information. Knowl-

edge is content that is assimilated, collat-
ed and interpreted to provide a unique
perspective that helps us perform a task,
solve a problem, or stimulate our intel-
lect. The paradox of our times is that we

are inundated by information, yet starved~
for knowledge. ...

Central to our mission as a research -

university is the way in which we discover
new knowledge and disseminate that
knowledge through education. How will
the information age change the way we
¢arry out that mission? )

1 believe there are three ways we may -

-be affected. First, I think we will witness

the transformation of the university from -

" a physical campus, or specific geographic

locus, to a dispersed, virtual campus.

It will be a university campus in which |
bits and bytes replace bricks and mortar,
one in which scholars and students can
communicate and collaborate electroni-
cally without the necessity of proximity.

* Such a network of scholars can preserve

the essence of our Hopkins “hand-tooled”
education envisioned by Dr. Gilman, one
in which the student is stimulated to
learn by working closely with a faculty
member to find answers to unsolved
questions.

Second, the university wm need to ex-
pand its horizons to become more global
in its outlook and its outreach. This must

. include the way we reach students, an in-

creasing number of whom will come from

- other countries. It means we must also

provide a truly international education to
our U.S. students. We have already estab- -
lished our presence in other countries as
well, providing innovative programs for
both American and international stu-
dents.

And third, and perhaps most funda-

mentally, we must view the educational
process not as a finite encounter lasting a
few semesters, but as a life-long continu-

.um. Duringthis process, there is a term of

intensive collaboration — mentorship, if -
you will — in which we educate students
in “learning how to learn.” These are the
traditional undergraduate and graduate
vears. They will be followed by repeated,
periodic encounters with Hopkins faculty

_for continuing education and training.

This, I believe, is the new paradigm of
post-secondary education. The pace of

- discovery is so rapid todsy that one can-

not accumnulate suffictent knowledge ina |

four-year undergraduate curriculum to

fuel a lifelong career. Or more probably, a
lifetime of several careers. We must make

. a commitment to lifelong leamjng for our

students. .
More.. .

*
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BRICKS AND MORTAR. continued. .

we hope it will continue into the foreseea-
ble future, But already, many of ocur stu-
dents and.faculty are geographically dis- - -
persed. We must, therefore, redefine the
university community more globally, with,
connections between scholars and stu-
dents that transcend simple geography..

_ This article is excerpted from the ad- )
dress given by William R. Brody Sunday
- at his inauguration as president of The

Johns Hopkins University.

- DAN WALTERS

" Another JOlt
on educauon

wuple of years ago, Cnh—
fornia was embarrassed

by the revelation that its .

7: fourth graders were tied for dead

2 last, with those from Louisiana, in
; madmg on national nchxevement’

" fests,

‘The news Jclted Cahfornzans :

© dut of their complacency and pro-
-~ duced the beginnings of a move.

' mnent to restore. schools to ‘some

" ‘semblance of adequacy ~ much
' [ess the excellence that was once

. youngsters aren't learning. The .}

their hallmark.

‘The state got some more bad :

néws Thursday about how  its

- National Assessment of Educa-

. tional Progress (NEAP), whose
© testing confirmed the failure of

California's trendy but wrong-
headed “whole language”

. proach to reading, revealed that

. California’s fourth-graders aren’t
. doing any better in mathematics,
" The 1936 testing revealed that -

54 percent of California’s fourth-
graders were performing below
basic levels. of proficiency, the

. fourth worst in the nation. Only

kids in Louisiana, Mississippi, '

~ Guam and Washmgwn, D.C. did

worse.

Gov. Pete Wilson said the new'

NEAP results “should be a wake-
up call for every educator, parent

and elected official in our state”
- and called for the same return.to-
" basics reforms in math that had .
,earlier been decreed for reading. -
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8 it -happens, th‘e new

math test results are be- -

ing released mat as &
fietce political squabble over roath
. curriculum 8 being plqyed out in
_the Capitol. Janet Nicholas, a

: .- Sonoma County vineyard' opera

" tor, was appointed by Wilson to

dared to confront Department of

design of a new elementa.ry math
¢urriculum.

awas abetted ~ her public protesta-
-{xans notwithstanding - by the

* laine Eastin. Eastin, who has de-

* clared neutrality on Nxchal‘aa

 clearly wanted to use her nomifia-

tion as & vehicle to demonastrate to

. the state school board that it

should curb its independent im-
pulses on policy issues.

|- tional bureaucracy,
dead wrong sbout steering chil-
. dren away from old-fashioned ba-

© about reading. Just this week,
Eastin's predecessor, Bill Honig,

, . . told a meeting of educators at
- Same level ag 1992 and tied for -

© Stanford University that after the
 phonics approach to reading was
; destreyed during the early 19803.

- mistake, but found it nearly im.
possible to overcome bureaucratic
| resi istance to change.

kY
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* the state Board of Education and -
. Education bureaucrats over the
. That haaled to an eﬁ‘ortlby the |
 math bureaucracy to deny|Nicho- |

las confirmation by the state Sea- -
-ate ‘8 clandestine carmpaign that '

‘- ‘state schools superintendent, De- .

‘The NEAP scores, -if ni)thmg

1. elgs, demonstrate that the educa- |

as been 2

sic math skills as it has been

- he came to realize that it was a

4

v
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i Yhe math cumcu]um wars
R bave followed a similar
I

of this demands, fundamen-
tally, is a new approach to our under-
standing ofi the university. In the past,
and up to thlS day, the word university
nas meant primarily, a place. The ivy-.
clad walls. ’I‘he stately clock tower. The
manicured grounds. We need to change
our mind- set that the. university emsts
only asaphysmal place.
To be sure, traditional resndence~ {
based educastmn has significant merit and -

course, with educational
‘theomm ingisting that old-fash-

~- joned computational skills be sub- .-

".ordinated to touchy-feely con-
. ‘cepts, what some have dubbed the
. “new-new-math.” It was Nicholas’
. resistance to the bureaucracy and
“~her insistence on appointing some
: \mth basics advocates to a curric
~ulum committee that led to the
- underground effort to kill her
“wnomination, The Senate Rules

| Committee will hold & showdown
... hearing on Nicholag next week,

_ -with the cutcomé uncertain.

- “It's time to do for our math cur-
. ’ncuhxm what we're doing for our
- réading curriculum,” Wilson's ed<
. yeational adviser, Manan Berge.
-'son, said Thursday as she re-

" leased the NEAP test scores she -

: termed “very dreadful.”
‘A generation of innocent and
.halplese children is being educa-

: "uonally crippled and California

. Wil feel the effects for decades in
: terms of crime, wélfure dependen-
. ¢y and lack of workers for the
» highly techmcal jobs of the 21st
. :dentury.

It will take years, untold bils
'-’honn of dollars and a top-to-bot-
. tom overhaul of curriculum to set
:ﬂ‘gnga right. But nothing, . abso-
* tutely nothing, is more important
: 'to the future of thia state.

. DAN WAL?ERS' column appears dally,

-"aeaptsmmiay Mal. P.C. Box 15779, Sac-
Trenio, 95852 phone: (B1 8] 321-1195;
M (916) 444-7808; el dwansrs@sam
b“COm. .

T
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By Joe B. Wyatt' ‘

granddaughter, Berkley, took me on
a tour of her CD-ROMs with the
same ease that she introduced me to her
menagerie of stuffed animals moments be-

I' AST summer, my three-year old

" . fore. The mouse she used to navigate

through the icons of Windows 95 is as
much a part of her young life as the tat-
tered stuffed version in her personal zoo.

She's equally at home with her weil-
worn copies of “Curious George” and “The

~ Cat in the Hat,” and she shows no signs of -

iriformation overfoad. Quite the contrary.
Her vocabulary and understanding have
been enriched rather than frustrated by
her robust environment. And the same is
true for her playmates.

Even today, these children of the
'90s, as fluent in technology as their

' grandparents were in shop and home
ec, are flooding out of our best high’
schools only to be frustrated by ar-
‘chaic teaching practices in Amenca ]
“ colleges and universities. .

Likewise, growing legions of work-
mgadtﬂt.swonymeywontbeablem
hold-the most basic jobs without in-
tensive training in technology. These
workers, like today's high school grads- - ©

. and like Berkley and her generation,

need new approaches to teaching and
learning. Nothing less than-the eco--
nomic and educational future of thb
country is at stake. ‘ :

Quite simply, those of astar: M’
can higher education ™
the way we think abos
and learning experiené
to do it at something fhis
speed. Higher education
to change the way it does TRIgINRSS,,
part because we believed the qnahtx of
teaching at our finest institutions was. ;

* truly outstanding. At the same time,,
we have taken on faith the ability of .

" technology to make broad, systemic
changes in our learning systems.

But that hasn't happened. Cost, ac-
cessibility, and entrenched cultures
have stepped in whenever real change -
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A New Way of Te
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threatened to occur. Now the global infra-

structure of the lntemet has erased barri-
ers, and the urgency of the challenge has
galvanized many reluctant interests. It is
up to America's colleges and universities
to make up the difference.

Why should higher education carry the

burden? Because we |educate the school

teachers and luuversxty profesgsors. We
train the professxonals "We perform virtu-
ally all the research onl knowledge transfer.

Higher education sets the intellectual stare -

dards for all of educa.non

We have to start by compenng with our-
selves, and not becommg complacent with
our successful track record Several once-
dominant American mdustnes - among
them steel, automobdes and mainframe
computers - have gone to the brink of ex-

tinction by mistaking | market dominance
with a permanemt monopob' If you're the
leader, change becoma difficult, especially
one that undercuts your market share. Past
experience tells us, though, that in an open
economy someone wﬂl inevitably intro-

_duce change - and if it’ s not you, then your

N

enterprise can become history in a hurry
1 .

One of the most promising develop-

" ments is the growth of asynchronous learn-

ing, which allows mldents to begin and

" end their “classes” on then'own schedules
. through the use of network. technology.

They can create thelriown study groups
andcmxhwﬁhfacuny members. Valu-
ablochmdmeoncespentonadmnm
txve(:horesormleanmgmbemd—
| .
rected to more vﬂmbte mteracﬂon, gince

’ readk\gmdlecmremazenalsareavaﬂnhh

at any time from the class’s Welf site. -
‘Last year | chaﬂenged Vinderbilt's
deans to develop at least one new degree
program using technologr as the primary
delivery mechanism. One result is a new

.pmgrwnattheOwenGraduate Schoot of
Business. Starting this year, Vanderbilt will

offer an MBA pmgra.m]w executives from
South and Central America who will meet
face to face with their faculty four days a
‘month for two years, w!ﬂx network-based
asynchronous lummg avuhbh at all

S -
\i - (\O\O%%
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chmg for a New

Generation

This program will complement the ex--
isting executive MBA program, in which
students meet in the traditional classroom
format two days a week, every other week,

for a two-year period. And, of course,
the traditional two-year residential
MBA will continue to be the founda-
tion of Vanderbilt’'s business education
- program. The same faculty will teach
all three programs, using a mix of net-
work technology and traditional meth-
ods. As a result, we will be able to
compare the' performances of the
three. We also have the beginnings of

.an economy of scale that puts us on

the road to a new paradigm.

More than a passing jod
Other departments at Vanderbilt
are developing similar initiatives, and
many other universities are either
studying, or actually using, network-
based technology to enhance the
higher education experience. This is.
‘not a passing fad - an educational
Huia-Hoop. This is a fundamental
change in the idea of teaching, learn- -
ing, and training that our universities
and colleges must embrace and shape
to their own ends. The alternative is a
generation of bright, motivated, but
ultimately frustrated young pecple be-
- coming part of an ill-prepared work
force. -
Berddey and her friends deserve
. nothing less.

® Jos B. Wyatt is chdncellor of Vanr
derbilt University in Nashville.
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‘A new Education Department
survey shows 65 percent of public
schools had access to the Internet in fall
1996. but schools with high numbers of
low-income and minority students were
less likely to be online.

Only 53 percent of schools where
71 percent or more students are eligible
for the free or reduced-price lunch
program--a poverty indicator--were
connected to the Internet, according to a
study released over the weekend by ED's
National Center for Education Statistics.

‘Among schools with the lowest
proportions of low-income students, 78
percent had Internet connections.

Similarly, 56 percent’ of schools
with at least half minority enrollment had
online capabilities, compared to 65
percent of schools with less than 6
percent minority enrollment.

President Clinton, cited the report

during his weekly radio address, as he

I .
( by
MORE SCHOOLS ONLINE, Bq T DISPARI TY PERSIS T S -

touted his school technoiogy grant
program for states,) one of the
foundations of his educatlon agenda {ED
Feb. 6). )

"To give our chxidren the  best
education we must help‘: them to hamness
the powerful forces oﬁ technology," he
said.

“That's why we ve challcnged
America to connect every classroom and
library to the Internet by the year 2000."
While the number lof. ail schoois
reporting Internét access increased 15
percentage points over 1995, the number
of classrooms with connections remains
low {ED, Feb. 22, 1996).

 Only 14 percent| of instructional
rooms have [ntemnet connections. And
students aren't getting a§s much access to
the new technology s teachers and
administrators, the study shows.

Of the 89 percent of the schools that
have access to the Internet, 94 percent

R ’
H
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HOUSE MAY RELEASE STATES

FROM IDEA MANDATE FOR FELONS

The chairman of a House education

panel says he wants to give states the'

option ‘of not providing special education
services to juveniles in adult prisons.

Rep. Frank Riggs, R-Calif,, said in

an interview last week that he wants to
lift the federal special education
guarantees for youths "who are tried and
“convicted as adults and are incarcerated
" in adult prisons.” In the past four years,
the Education Department has ordered 26
states to start providing special services
under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) to young convicts.

~ Just a few months after agreeing to
comply ‘with [DEA and start educating

- disabled "youths in their-adult prisons,
one California official argued before the

House Early Childhood, Youth and

Families Subcommittee that compliance

_ will rob schools.
"This will divert funds for special
education from our schools, and we don't
like that idea," Gregg Harding, deputy

.

director of supponl services in the

California Department of Corrections,

told Riggs' subcommittee on Thursday.
ED monitors found fast year the

Golden State was not feducating disabled
convicts between thelages of 16 and 22 .
ini its 29 adult correctional facilities. The

department required Califomia to comply
or risk being ineligibl e for its IDEA grant
in fiscal 1998, and Cahfomnas Education
Department agreed (ED Jan. 24).

Rep. Robcn; Scott, D-Va.,
questioned Harding| repeatedly at the
hearing, wondenng if withholding

education services would increase the
‘number of repeat| offenses among
convicts who had serlved their terms.

Scott's quest:ons prompted Harding
to soften his stand by saying Congress
should finance the education of
incarcerated youth wnh disabilities if it
deems the service mandatory

" Currently state IDEA grants are
based on the number of children served,

made the service available to teachers. 86
percent made it available to
administrators and 74 percent allowed
students access.

Clinton also announced the first

" recipients of ED's Technology Literacy

Challenge Fund. Illinois, Mississippi and |
New Mexico will share $14.3 million to
buy computers, provide Internet access
and train teachers on the new equipment.
The grants are the first installment of the -
$200 million program Clinton wants to
raise to $500 million next year (ED, Feb.
N

"Advanced Telecommumcanons in
U.S. Public Schools, Fall 1996" will be
free in March from Government Printing
Office. Superintendent of Documents,
P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, Pa.
15250-7954, (202)512-1800. Cite NCES
97944, It is now online at
http://www.ed.gov/NCES/pubs/97944.h
tml. --Rebecca S. Weiner Bl '

but the House wants to base the formula
on population and poverty statistics.
.~ Stephen Steurer, executive director
of the Maryland Correctional Education
Association, agreed that failing. to
educate young, disabled convicts in adult
prisons would increase recidivism. But
he added that Congress should lift the
IDEA mandate for prisoners serving
short sentences, orlife sentences without
parole.

* On one hand, state prison systems
lack the time to evaluate and educate
felons with disabilities who would serve

" short terms. On the other, Steurer added,

educating felons sentenced to long terms
“is inappropriate and wastes valuable
special education resources.” The House
Education and the Workforce Committee
plans to vote on IDEA legislation in
March, while its companion panel in the
Senate has not slated a vote. --William J.
Cahir W
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Technology Meets Sore Speaal N eeds

Devices, Software Help Disabled Students 0vercome Obstacles to Learnmg

By Robert O'Harrow Jr:
- Washington Post Staff Writer

With a little help from her teacher
at Falls Church High School, Rachel
Shilling adjusted the microphone on
her headset, leaned toward a laptop
computer and spoke to it in a cheery

voice. “Wake up,” the 16-year-old told

the machine. “Begin dictate mode.”

The 10th-grader spent the next
hoiir working on a paper about South
American history, operating the com-
puter through voice commands be-~
cause she has almost no use of her
hands.

Her spoken words about’ Incan civi- ‘

lization appeared as neat sentences on
the screen. When she made a mustake,

she simply told the machme to go back
a step or two,

Rachel, whose hands are soft and
bent because of a congenital defect,
started using the special software
known as Dragon Dictate a few
months -ago. Before that, writing
meant struggling to hold a pen in her
limp fingers. Now she can write pa-
pers and do other schoolwork much
more easily, and sheis thinking more
seriously about going to college.

“This is a great thing. It makes me
more independent,” said Rachel, the
first Fairfax County student to use
Dragon Dictate in school, “Now I can
be like other students.”

. Rapid improvements in technology
are changing the landscape of special

education, enabling thousands of disa-

bled students to surmount omce~formi-

dable obstacles to academic success.
In schools across the Washington

area and elsewhere, there are devices

that provide electronic voices for chil-
" dren who can’t speak. Computers of-
fering Internet access for those who
can’t type. Software that guides stu-
dents with severe learning problems
through research projects. Machines
that produce sounds to help blind stu-
dents interpret curves on graphing
calculators. '
Much -of the technology, such as
machines that respond to voice com-
mands, has been around in some form
for years. But recent improvements in

I

1

- , ] ,
computers' speed and memory, cou-,

pled with the software industry’s
sharper focus on the needs' of disa-
bled students, have made such
equipment more effective and avail-
able than ever before.

- “The technology is allowing kids
_with disabilities to become real par-

ticipants in the classrooms, the
schools and communities. They can
really be taught in the best sense of
the word,” said Fred Orelove, execu-
tive director of the Virginia Institute

for Developmental Disabilities at .
" Virginia Commonwealth Umversaty,

which conducts research on special
education,

‘But even as the potenual benefits
from technology grow, Orelove and

other specialists warn that pfoblems ‘

loom.

Much of the eqmpment is expen-
sive, and Washington area school of-
ficials are struggling to curb special

" education budgets that have soared

in the kast decade for vanous rea-
2003,
Fairfax oﬁicxals estimate they will

endupspend:ngatleast$100000n '

Rachel's machine, the seftware in-
sadextandthemonthsoftrammgshe
needs to use it. The county’s|overall
budget for special education technol-
ogy and training has increased about
60 percent in the last five' years,
from $253,000 to $407,000.

Under the federal Individuals
With Disabilities Education Act first
approved in the early 19?03 _public
schools must provide the semces
that a child with disabilities needs to
learn. With the act now up for reau-
thorization, the National School
Boards Association and other groups
of educators are pressing for new
rules that will clarify what kinds of
technology schools must buy and

" how that equipment will be paid for.

“The growth of technologylis pro-
viding tremendous opportumtles
But we also. must be realistic about
the costs,” said Michael A. Resnick,
a senior association official, He add-

- ed that cities and states need to take -

on some of the financial burden from

Tocal school systems “What we want
recognized is that there is a differ-
ence between what is appropnate
and what is state-of-the-art.”

In several cases, parents already
have clashed with school officials
over what technology their disabled
children are entitled to and how’
much the students would benefit
from the equipment.

In Montgomery County, a parent
recently asked school officials to pro-

vide her 8-year-old disabled child

with a $3,000 laptop computer, even
though the child cannot type or read.

_After much negouauon, the county

agreed to provide a word processor'
that costs about $200.

Another parent of a child with
multiple disabilities threatened legal
action against the Montgomery

. school system if it did not buy an

$8,000 communications system.
That case is unresolved. .
“That's a big problem for us,” said

Denise DeCoste, administrator of a

program for special education tech-
nology in Montgomery. She said par-
ents sometimes have unrealistic ex-

tions about what new machines
can do for their children.

“Parents are ever hopeful that
technology will be the key that
opens doors for their child,” she said.
“And sometimes that materializes,
and sometimes it doesn’t.”

There's no doubt that the number

of children using such equipment has
increased sharply in recent years. In
Fairfax, 904 students now receive
special technology training and

© equipment, three times as many as

did five years ago. In Montgomery,
the number of new requests for such

assistance was 100 last year, com-

pared with 25 in 1991.

More and more software develop-

"ers are tailoring their products for
disabled children, said Ellen Schiller,
an analyst at the U.S. Department of
Education. Some of the innovations,

More. ..
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Technology
Meets Some
Special Needs

developed with grants from the
agency, were featured at a national
conference in the District two weeks
ago. There were speech 'synthesiz-
ers, low-cost captioning for videos
and a computer program to teach
- reading to young children with-a va-
riety of disabilities.
For several years, Trinh La, an
. 18-year-old Fairfax student who is
blind, has had a machine that reads
aloud every word she writes so she
can keep track of her typing mis-
. takes and prints out her notes in

braille. This year, she got a new fea-
ture that provides audible clues
about whether the curves she calcu-
lates in math class are going up or
down, ,

Trink, a senior at Robinson Sec-
ondary School, said all this helps her
keep pace with her classmates—and
fit in better.

“With the new technology, I'm
able to turn my papers in on time, In
the past, I would tell the teachers,
‘Could you wait for another day?’ . .,
{t was embarrassing,” Trinhk said.

“Just because I'm blind doesn't mean
1 can't do what's expected of the

rest of the class.”

Eric Dormer, a2 17-year-old who can’t

" speak, walk or use his arms, two

months ago began using powerful new
software that allows him to operate the
Windows program on his laptop at Paint
Branch High School in Montgomery.

Eric chooses a letter oz command
from a list on the computer screen, by
using his head to hit a switch on the
back of his wheelchair. It's a laboriqus
process, but with a little more practice,
he soon will be able to send messages
on the county’s e-mail system.-

In Prince Wiliam County, 12-year-

old Matthew Renfro, who cannot work
on a keyboard or speak clearly, also us-

" es a switch to pick letters displayed on
; Y ; .

continued...

" the computer screen. His computer has

a program that anncxpates the next
word he rmght want to use in the sen-
tence he is writing, lists some possibili-
ties and then says the words aloud.
Matthew has had such saftware for
several years, but a new feature that
scans his work sheets and reads them
aloud makes it possible for him to do
homework more quickly. That makes
him feel like he's keepmgl up with his
peers at Stonewall Jackson Middle

 School in Manassas, his parents said.

“It gives him pride. It|gives him a
sense of accomplishment, a sense of
belonging,” said Matthew’s father,

“John Renfro. “He can’t feed himself.,

He can't dress himself. So anything

- he can do for himseif isxgmfxcantly

enhances his life.” I

The experiences of all of these
children are being closely monitored
by educators, who hope to learn how
to make school life even easier for
disabled students in the coming
years.

>

Rachel Shilling, the Falls Church
High sophomore, would be the first
to say that being a pioneer is pot al-
ways easy. A single move during a
game of electronic solitaire demands
a long series of spoken commands:
“Button click, mouse right, stop,
mouse up, stop, mouse left, stop,
drag down, button click.”

"It’s fatiguing,” Rachel said.

. But she said she believes that
what she is getting from Dragon
Dictate makes it worth the effort.
She said she hopes that computers
and other devices will create so
many possibilities that students like
her no longer will be preoccupied by
_theu' limitations.

“If technology keeps going the
way it is, it'll be easy for everyone,”
Rachel said, and no one will have to

worry anymore.”



SchOOls Given
$14.3 Million
For Computers

Clinton, Gore Award
Grants to 3 States

- By Stepﬁen Barr
Washington Post Staff Writer

President Clinton and Vice Presi-
dent Gore, saving significant prog-

_ ress is being made in linking U.S.
schools to the Internet, yesterday

released the first installment of
$200 million in grants for computer

- equipment and training.

Joining Clinton on the president’s
weekly radio broadcast, Gore an-
nounced the Education Department
would award Technology Literacy

Challenge Fund grants worth $14.3

million to Illinois, Mississippi and
New Mexico.

“Communities will ‘use these
funds to equip classrooms with com-

puters, link schools to the Internet

and train teachers in new informa-
tion technologies,” Gore said.

Clinton also issued a federal re-
port showing 65 percent of public
schools have access to the Internet.
But. the president added, “it is not
enough to connect every school. We
must connect every classroom and
every library as well.” I

The report by the Nm&en-
ter for Education Statistics;-based
on a fall 1996 survey, showed that
only 14 percent of public school “mn-
structional rooms,” such as class-

rooms, computer labs and libraries,

were linked to the Internet.

Classroom connections are limit-.

ed, said Linda Roberts, the Educa-
tion Department’s director for edu-

cational technology, because most
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. schools still rely on modems, a de-
vice that connects a computer to a -

telephone line.
As more schools install special

leased lines designed to carfy data .

at high speeds, she said, they can

create their own computer net-

works and place cyberspace connec-
tors in classrooms.

The survey.of more than 900
public schools also found that only
20 percent of teachers used ad-
vanced telecommunications] and

. that schools “with high levels of stu-

dents in poverty were less likely to
be connected to the Internet.” |
Clinton. who made a campaign
‘pledge last year to put everyl stu-
dent_on the “information highway,”

used the radio address to mark the °

first anniversary of the Telecommu-
nications Act. 1

He said the Federal Commumca~
tions Commission “is now deve‘lop-
ing a plan” that would allow most

schools to get a 50 percent dxscount ’

on a wide range of telecomnumca
tions services, including Internet
access. . !

I
|
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The three states receiving grants
vesterday were the first to submit -
plans and have them approved. Clin-
ton plans to distribute $200 million

" . in grants this year, His new budget

seeks $500 million in grant funding
for next year.

In the Republican radm address,
Sen. Don Nickles (R-Okla.) said Re-
publicans agree on the need to im-
prove education, “but we do ques-
tion the wisdom of just adding more
federal programs.”

- Nickles said the government op-
erates about 760 education pro-
grams, including 32 literacy pro- -

. grams. “Shouidn’t weé focus on

fixing what isn't working now?” he
asked.
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FOR EMBARGOED RELEASE: 10 a.m. EST B )  Contact: David fhomas ‘
February 8, 1997 » ‘ f (202) 401-1579
CLINTON, GORE CITE PROGRESS IN WIRING NATION'S SCHOOLS
President Clinto;l in his Weekly'radio_addr;,ss today used the first é.miversar}.'»of_ tl;e o
Telgcormnuﬁications Act to,preser'lt new dat_a showin gfthé nation ié niakiﬁg ste'ac‘ly. progfess -
toward the goal of cbnnecting all schoqls to the ."i.nforrvnatvion superhighway" by £he yéar. 2000. .

According to a survey by the U.S. Départrnem of Education’s National Center for,

Education Statistics, the number of schools connected to the Internet has nearly doubled and the
number of classrooms has more than quadrupled since 1994.
"We are making a lot of progress,” Clinton said. According to the data, 65  percent of

"That’s almost double the number of’

America’s nsc'hoolxs are now connected to the Internet.
~ schools connected in 1994," Clinton said. "But it is'm%t enough to connect every school; we must
: éonneci every classroom 'and library as well. 4Sirvic—:e 1994, we have more thah quadrupléd thye'
number of classroéms w1th a direct lfnk t0 the:~1ﬁtcr;eti But the vast majority still do not have
access.” |

The data showed that the number of cl#srooms, computer labs and rﬁedia ceﬁters with
access to the Internet has increased from three percent in 1994 to 14 percent in 1996.

"That;s good progress, but we have a loﬁg way ito go," said Vice President Al Gore.
"That’s why I'm’ happy to announce today on the Telec}ommmucatlons Act’s one-year

1

anmversary, the Department of Education is awaxdmg al\ total of $14.3 billion to three states -

. Illln01s, Mississippi, and New Mexico -- the very first of a total of $200 million in Technology

i
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Literacy Challenge grants. Communities will use th‘gse funds'to equip classrooms with
com’putets; link schools to trre Internet, and train teaéchers in new information tgchnologieé."
| "The Telecomrrrunications Act of 1996 can help us in a‘ major wéy by getting all schools
ancr mbre classrooms on-line émd helping the higheét povrertf schools receive the largést discount
on\ccrnrxe'cting clésgrodms to thr: Internet," said U.S;t“Ser:rétarf of Education Ricrrard W. Riley.
"fhe bipértisan recomrrrendationé By the Federg} chzrrrmunicationQ Commission’s Federal/State

Joint Board are truly momentous. They will ensure’ that all schools and libraries have affordableA

access to advanced telecommunications, with deep ;discounts for schools in low-income and

high-cost areas.”

Riley noter:i thar the mcomméndétions woul[d enable almost 70 percent of all schools to
get at' least a SO percerrt discount on a rvid‘e rarngek of tgle;omrrrunications services, inc;luding
Internet access and the cénnec‘:tions‘ to the classrooms. |

While the‘nurnb'er»of schools and clagsrooms with access to the Internr:t continues to
increase, Riley cautioned that our effortme' teaching and learning must errtend to all
schools and élassroomsj. "The survey s!rowed that J}nl); half of the schools servirrg high numbers
of poor studex'ris were connected, while about tluéz]:-fourths of the schools serVing more afﬂuentl
students hacr Internet access. . o .

Riley said we are beginning to address thrsf problem throuéh the: bresident's Technology
Lrteracy Challenge Fund and other initiatives. Clmton has doubled hrs funding request -- $500

‘ mrlhon -- for educatxon technology 1mt1auves for ﬁscal 1998
"It’s also imperative that teachers and adrmmsu'ators be on the front line. to help us excel

in this mformatron era," Riley said. In 1996 the survey showed that only 20 percent of teachers'

used advanced telecommunications for teachrng. '




|

|
|

The survey was sent to a nationally representative sample of more than 900 public
) . . : i .

elementary and secondary schools in fall 1996. Data »T‘/ere collected on the prevalence of Internet

-access, the types of Internet capabilities schools make javailable, use of advanced |

telecommunications by schools and teachers, and sources of support for advanced

telecommunications in schools.

Of the 65 percent of public schools with Internet access‘

: Nlnety percent had e-mail, 89 percentjhad World Wide Web access, and 57

percent could access news groups;

Twenty-fivé percent could'connect to' the Internet from five or more instructional

rooms;

Among schools w1th World Wide Access 94 percent made it available to
teachers, 86 made it available to administrative staff, and 74 percent made it

' avallable to students

Sixty-se_ven percent had access to resource location services (such as Archie,
Gopher, Veronica, etc.). '

-The findings are reported in "Advanced Telecommunications in U.S. Public Elementary

and Seéondary.Schools, Fall 1996," which is a follow-up to similar surveys conducted in 1994

and 1995.

- Other findings from'the survey include:

0

The number of schools with access to the Internet has increased by 15 percentage
pomts for the second consecutive|year;

Eighty-seven percent of the schools without access to the Internet have plans to -
obtain access by the year 2000, thus 95 percent of the nation’s public schools

-expect to be connected by the tuﬂln of the century;

Teacher training in advanced teldcommunicatlons was mandated by the school or

district or required by teacher certification agencies in 13 percent of the schools,
while in about half of the schools it was left up to teachers to initiate participation;



0 Nearly three-fourths of schools used advanced telecommunications (including but -
not limited to the Internet) to access information; 67 percent used it for record -
keeping within schools or school districts; and

0 ‘Twenty percent of teachers used advantced telecommunications for teaching, 16
percent for professnonal development and 15 percent for curriculum development

Smgl pnnted coples of the repon wﬂl be avai 1able in mid-March by cal mg l (800) 424~
16E6 or (202) 219 1513, Call the GPO Order Desk at (202) 512 1800 to order multlpie copies.
Curren;ly,} single copxesof' thege\port are avauable by calhng (202) 219-1677

The report ie aecessibIe‘ ‘et the Intemet acidress:
Bnp:x/www.éd.gov/NCE'S/pues/97944.htm1.

HE# -
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g ,emamber NetDay?

: ‘,mum than 100 companies across’
" the state, some 400 schools worked
to connect to the Interret Gov:
William F Weld, then running for US Senaze,
even elbowed his way into one of the achools -
: d:eonethhallt.heTVcamem :
% The vohmtea's wu'ed things up, 3 pmm- ‘

Butthestatehnsyetwkeepxtaprommetoj

plss along money from a $30 million education.

becbm}oahondbm neededtobukup theef--

fart.

Not a amgie cybercent has made its way.to -

32 pubhc school, despite pleas from the Méss- .
achusefts congressional delegation and com-

 plaints from some in the business comimunity .
who helped make NetDay a success.

In o letter dated Jan. 21, the Massachusetts
delegation asked the govemor to please, let the:
money go. ‘

" But partly because Chula Bakey, the
state secretary of administration and finance,
forced eve.ry school system to reapply, the
‘money is still being held hostage. -~ -

Weld fnally did release a list of 25 cities .
andmmehg\hefm’theﬁmtmundoﬂund- ’
ing. State edueation officials now insist money
will go out over the next few days. -

- “The symbol of this money not getting mto
the schools Was disheartening to everybody,”. -
says Joyce Plotkin, who heads the Massachu-
setts Software Council, one of NetDay's driv-
ing forces. She hopes Weld will keep hn late.st

-promise sbout the-money. .

o "I’hepmeesshasbeeuslowandamma

frustrating for local communities,” agrees state’

. Rep. Patrick Guerriaro (R—Me\rose) who co-

" :sponsored the boud bill. |

;. His commumty(md mine) didn't make the -
‘first round of funding. Naturally, the 25 that

i
. adxdxsauuﬁer of some ¢ contmvmy

With help from parents and

- L agsmusmFEB 14@

Somehow, the Weld administration man-
laged to exclude Boston, Springfield, Warcester
land many of the state’s poorer communities.
g Thirteen of the 26 - ineluding affluent sub~
\groe like Brookline, Lexington, Acton and -

- Hamilton ~ were smgled out fnraﬁrstmckat
' pornonofaamesﬂs million in federal money .
‘s also avallable to Massachisetts. .

'Federal offieials must still sign off on Mass-

usetts’ apphication. So the Weld administrs-
don 3 announcement of where any federal
money:a going is definitely premature. - -

“Onet}ungweshlolutelydoreqummthnt.
the states consider and make part of their
ovenB | strategy, distribution to districts with, .- -
the h:ghest level of poverty and the gm&est
need for technology.” says Rick Miller, press
semmry "] US Edufmon Sea'emy Richard
Rijey, - .

] When' Boawn Mayor Thomas M. Merino

askad why his city didn't make the cut, Connie

, Lome. technology coordinatar for the state De-
p:rtment of Education, told The Boston Globe:

Bét"”re we staztanythmg, they’re cumplam— ,
mg?" '

[ Yes, they're. complmmng‘ Bemuse 0 far, it
Imks like another example of the contempt
Weld and those sround him regularly express
for the have-nots, especially the urban poor.

}Tn deflect criticism, the administration this
week ia smdmg out a letter o 76 mare school _
systmm including Boaton, saying they will
qu:hfy for future funding rounds.

Askedtoexphmthesutesmbemfcr
chocsmg fund recipients, Greg Nadeau, chief
miormauon technology officer for the state .

.educanon department, says, “ We don't thini
Iookmg just at poverty is the. only way to ad-
ciresstheneedfar technology.” " - -

o Henays Lhel3schoolsystemsﬁ:esmem
putting forward first far federal money were
dmen because they already have excellent -

‘technologymodekm place and can be used s
ammmforsyatemﬂu&mfurtherbebmo
¥ Weld. mmwhﬂe,wm&&mtmr@« i
dents in'school uniforras. Why-isn't he as eager
0 put them in front of computers? .

; Cauld our governor have something in com-
mon thh the superintendent of the- dmechtedf
Lawrence public. schoola -3 penchant for- styxe

wer substance? ; .

Watch him to sttow it onee agam on Apnl

9 the second NetDay o

¥
=i
l
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GOOD DEEDS commued

- sion at the Fourth US Court of Ap-
peals, which held that schools,
not parents, can dictate which
programs are appropriate. The
US Supreme Court is expected to
announce in the next few weeks
whether it will take the case.

. Whatever the outcome in the
courts, Reinhard's son, also
named John, says he would rather
finish his senior year at the local
community college than submit to ~
the school’s service requirement.

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
I8

Wednesday, February 19, 1997

Reinhard is appealmg a decx— L

“I have no problem with com-
munity service,” says John Rein-
hard Jr., a junior at Chapel Hill
High School. “But if you force
someone to do it, don't caﬂ it vol-
unteering. I'm actually thmkmg of
volunteermg at an ammal shelter
but I won't document it.”

In Boston, Ms. Fuller, a junior

- at City on a Hill Charter Schoo

has no problem with her 75-hour
semce requirement.
Already this year, Fuller has

" helped teachers at a local ele-

mentary school and passed out

- leaflets on voting rights. Her cur-

rent job, a two-week stint at the

‘Boston Persistent Poverty Project,

gives her a chance to see the laws
of probability and statistics put
into practice.

“We have charts that say, this

‘ is the amount of people in this

neighborhood, this is the number
of jobs there, and this is the likely
poverty rate,” she says from her

‘high-rise office in downtown

Boston. “It shocked me when I
saw it, because I live in one of
those neighborhoods.”

“It's been a great experience,”
Fuller says. “If you do- thig; you
can avoid getting to college wish-
ing you'd spent more n;aefeam-
ing about computers m'*sgma-

‘9.

Lhmgelse And it kmks greasom;

Parents Push -
For Libraries Free
Of Internet Porn

By Scott Baldaut

Staff writer of The Chnistian Science Monitor

S OME' kids don’t know much about
pornography until they find it on the
Internet - at the public library.

The issue recently caused a stir in
Boston, when officials at the Boston Public
Library admitted they had no way of keep-
ing children from stumbling onto X-rated
sections of the Internet o hhty comput-
ers. Boston's Mayor Thorii ¥

. week ordered the city to indiil¥
library cornputers to filter out- adult-only"

information. But some groupe say parents..

will need to take steps of their own to make
- the World Wide Web safer for children.
“It’s a powerful culture out there, and
some lids are more vulnerable than othy
ers,” says Karen Jo Gounaud, founder of
the Family Friendly Libraries group in
- Springfield, Va. “At some point it’s up to the
individual to make choices, but it makes it
harder for everyone if libraries are not co-

operamng w1th the communities they

serve.”

Some hbramm argue r.hat it is impossi-
ble to watch every child. M,any including
‘officials in the' American Library Associa-

ward a cyberspace book burmng ‘
But even before the constxmtxonal is-
. sues are resolved, parents m a growing
number of cities, including Oklahoma City,
Columbus, Ohio, and Orlando F‘la., are
taking matters into their own ha.nds
The weapon of choice for many groups
is software that blocks unwanted Web sites
on home or office conftpm:ersl Some com-
puter programs keep a mrmmg list of news
groups and Web sites that aré deemed to -
have high levels of pomogmpkuc or violent
content, racism, and even those that pro-
mote alcohol use and ga.mblmg Others
allow parentsto speci.ﬁcany list which sites
their children can use.: '

i

The software approach has its limits,
however, and some children get around
these obstacles by tapping into the li-
brary's-computer from home, says Bob An-
derson, founder of Oklahomans-for Chil-

~dren and Families in Oklahoma City. But

even in such cases, parents have recourse.

_If parents suspect the local library or an-

other Web-provider is providing their chil-

| dren with cyberporn, Mr. Anderson says,
tion in Washmgton, say that restricting | o4 i Y

adult Web sites could be the\ first step to- :

they can “turn it over to law enforcement.”
Last year, Anderson used this hard-

" nosed method to persuade the University

of Okiahoma to dump adult material found

an the campus Web provider. He showed

the president pictures of bestiality and
«child pornography that had come from the
campus computer, noted that they may be
illegal images, and said he intended to tell
the police, district attorney, and FBL.

“The next morning,” Anderson recalls,

~ “fhe " président met with HiS lawyers at 8,

met his computer people at 9, and by 10 .
& 1B., they had dropped 100 adult news
ENUD& .

.Parents bear the ultimate responsibility -
iﬂt their children’s welfare, Gounaud ad-
“wits, “and they should train their children
to- make unpopular chmces But [ don't
care how disciplined a child is. It's up to
[society] not to unduly tempt that child.”
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DISCOUNTS BACKED ON INTERNET COSTS?

by Elizabeth Corcoran

Grade schools and public libraries would receive hefty
discounts on the costs of Internet access, internal 1\vlrmg and
communications services such as video conferencing beginning next
school year under a plan unanimously approved yesterday by a
government advisory panel. As much as $2.25 bxlhon a year would fund
the program, provided by the nation's commumcatxons companies.

In mid-October, during a campaign speech in Knoxwlle Tenn.,
President Clinton said he supported giving grade Jscho::ols and pubhc

libraries "free basic service to the Internet.”

Instead, the plan, which officials predicted would received
formal federal approval, would provide discounts of 40 percent to 90
percent for all but about 3 percent of the nation's grade schools. The
‘wealthiest ones would be eligible for smaller discounts.
" Getting schools wired to the Internet has become a bipartisan

objective for improving education. Advocates say

l

,(edm”‘%“%

S8CHOOLS, ...

the global computer

network would give students access to learning and information now

denied to them.

¢ "While it's true that it's not completeiy free for all schools,
the package covers more services than we were ongmally proposing,"
Vice President Gore said in a telephone interview yesterday.
"With the inclusion of inside wiring and other services . . .

and with the extra money that they've put into the

‘proposal

perpetuity — we will definitely be able to reach our goal of
* connecting every school and library to the mformauan superhxghway by

“the year 2000," Gore added.

Not covered by the discounts would be computer hardware,

curriculum software, teacher training and other su
maintenance expenses.

lpport and

. More...

13
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INTERNET COSTS, continued...

While the plan calls for the money to come from
telecommunications companies, the cost ultimately would be paid by
consumers. "We've advocated [adding the cost] like a surcharge on
customers' bills," said Frank Gumper, vice president oﬂfederal
regulatory planning for regional phone company Nynex Corp. Such
details have yet to be worked out, he added.

The proposal was orally approved yesterday by a spemal
federal-state advisory board that met at the Federal Commumcatxons
 Commission. Three of the four commissioners of the FCC which must
vote on the plan by May 8, also are members of the board

FCC Chairman Reed E. Hundt called final passage by the FCC "as

- predictable a result as you can get in this world." |
The discounts would scale up; depending on the economic
condition of the school or library and the local cost of |
| - telecommunications services. Private and nonprofit schools also would
’ be eligible for the discounts, except for those with endo}wments
[ greater than $50 million, as would about 9,600 rural health care
providers.
' All told, the FCC estimates that about one-third of the

nation's grade schools would be ehglble for dlscounts of at least 80
percent.

Schools and libraries also would be encouraged to becorne

"smart"” consumers of electronic services by banding together with
local governments to negotlate the lowest possible price for
telecommunications services.

The funds to pay for the discounts would come from an expanded

- kitty that provides below-cost phone service to poor and rural areas.

. Local and long-distance companies support that fund. Ir‘? the future,
any company that provides interstate telecommumcanons services would
have to contribute.
. All those compames also would be eligible to bid on contracts
* to provide services to schools and libraries. "We're giving
telecommunications companies the chance to create their own customers -
for the future,” said Sen. John D. "Jay Rockefeller IV (D-W Va)).

Institutions already using network services would be able to
apply their-discounts to thexr charges as soon as the govemment signs
off on the plan.
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Requlators Advance Plan to Hook Schools to Internet’

By JEANNINE AVERSA
Associated Press Writer . - {

WASHINGTON (AP) - The .nation's schocls should get dlscounts of
up to 90 percent of the cost of brlnqlng the Internet computer
network into- classrooms, a panel of federal and state officials
said Thursday.

The plan would prov1de all elementary and seccndary schools -
both public and private - with access to the global computer
network at a cut rate. .

A centerpiece of President Clinton's second-term educational
goals, the proposal would cover 50 million students and teachers at
100,000 schools.

. Besides discounts for the Internet service itself, schools also
would be given discounts on the costs of hooking them up to
telecommunlcatlons networks necessary to tap into the Internet and
on the costs of wiring inside classroonms.

Discounts vary upon the wealth of [the school and also would be
available to libraries. They "will help our kids into the
information age," said FCC Comm1551oneq Rachelle Chong, a member
of a federal-state joint board that developed the plan.

Other than for the most affluent schools, discounts would be in
the range of 40 percent to 90 percent, depending upon wealth of
school and whether it is located in a hlgh—cost telecommunications
area such as a rural community.

Wealth is defined by the number of! students eligible for
federally subsidized school lunches. Schools where less than 1
percent of students participate in the subsidized lunch program
would get a 20 percent discount.

Vice President Al Gore hailed the proposal saylng the average
discount under it would be 60 percent. One-third of schools, he
added, would get at least an 80 percentidlscount and the poorest 15
percent of schools would get a 90 percent discount.

"The proposed discounts are substantlal and will lead to
significant savings for our nation's schools and libraries," said
Education Secretary Richard Riley.

About half the nation's public schools were linked to the
Internet in October 1995, up from 35 percent one year earller,
according to survey the Education Degartment released earlier this
year. However, only 9 percent of 1nd1v1dual classrooms had access.

Before beccmlng final, the plan must - be approved by the Federal
Communications Commission. Parts of thelplan also may have to be
approved by state telecommunications req ulators.

The recommendation carries out a prpv131on of a new
. telecommunications law enacted in February and is part of a larger
proposal seeking to ensure that all Amermcans have access to some
level of telecommunications service beyond basic local phone
service.

The proposal falls short of Clinton administration
recommendations to provide Internet access to the schools for free.
There's little difference in cost between the two plans.’

The administration's plan called for up to $2.5 billion to be
made available for free Internet access.|The new proposal would
limit the amount of money available to $2.25 billion per year. The
money would come out of an existing fund | paid for by telephone
companies to support universal telephone access.

The new telecommunications law directed the FCC to create the
eight-member Federal-State Joint Board, including federal and state
‘regulators and one consumer advocate, to develop recommendations to
make the Internet more accessible to the |nation's schools.




“schools connected;aby»- phone‘,-'- the c‘able

' amtlanve prov1des an excmng dimension'— speed. A :
f‘é’i‘aph _pictureor;: video' dlsplay that* takes hours to ¥

msplay over;telephone’lines "(eating up ‘an entire:
Blass period) would take only seconds to send over
:;‘able High-speed cable access would open up the "
classroom . to new. ‘computer-based - teaching’ tools..
iﬁdeed once: hlgh-speed ‘cable:accessis’ wxdespread
ecomputer,v ervices- w1llfdevelop apphcatlons that
ﬁ’te no ically infeasible.”

e Un er,the initiative, local cable compames Wlll
mowde free of charge to every pubhc and prlvate

way ordlnary modems ‘connect computers to tele-
ﬁaene lines. The: cable operators also’ promlse to
© fover subscrlptlon ‘charges to an on-line computer

Sémce Some local ¢able operators ‘also promise to~
_;provrded an answer -_— at 300 tlmes the speed

gay for teacher training. and curricular materlals

ﬂi,?A

reSrdentlal packages that . include Internet. access;
f‘}cable “TV: and, under the new telecommumcatlons

ot

'law telephone service: it :
;s:f_; Some schools’ already offer students advanced
sc1ence and’ other specialized courses over the In-
temet taught by superstar teachers at’ faraway
chools. -and:: umversxtles For these. schools -high-

\speed cable access*wxll greatly expand the mforma-

tlonxthey can put ;before“any enterprising student
- An advisory” ‘councilto- Premdent “Clinton" recom-"
m‘ended ,last 'year connectmg schools to the. Internet
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Glitches won‘t stop kzds from 1oqging on to the future
By Bruce Cheadle

OTTAWA (CP) - Marcus Shea figures he’s been communlng with
computers for about half his llfyears.v

So he wasn’t going to let a few technical glitches crash his
belief in the future of high technoloqy
)  Shea -and some Grade § classmates were part of an lnteractxve
video teleconference Tuesday with Aline Chretien and Hillary Rodham’

Clinton, beamed to Ottawa by satellite from an elementary school in

washlnqton, D.C. \

Never mind that the sound was muddy (or non-exzstent) and
mismatched by a full second with the video images Ln B-movie
overdub fashion.

. And never mind that the elght computer monitors and
-state~of~-the~art work stations 1n the school in a rundown sectlon
of Washington were taken -out once the lumlnazles left, the Globe
"and Mail reported today.

" - All the school will be left w1th is a $5,000 satelllte dlsh
donated by Hughes Network. System.

) "We need to get them at least one work station so they can take
advantaqe of all this technology that we are showing them," Fritz
Stolzenbach, a Hughes official, {told the Globe.

But the children on both sides of the border were still charmed
by the events, .

"This is pretty new technology," Shea observed from Ottawa s

"St. Elizabeth School,
"I think in the future we’ll be getting a lot more out of thls
.In the future we’ll be able to use it whenever we want."

And without the presence of curious middle-aged voyeurs.

A full contingent of national news media, educators and
government bureaucrats turned out to witness Tuesday’s spectacle:

. the 1990’s equivalent of window-shoppers watchzng,'spellbound the
first shadowy figures on-a 1952¥RCA television set.

Today’s generation of school kids is becoming as famllxar with
the Internet as baby boomers are with TVs and telephones.

i "It is just a tool," said Dalia Naujokaitis, a ploneer ln
computer teaching at st. Elxzabeth since 1981. -

"We have to remember that a Iot of adults are still
technophobes in one way or another.~3ut we have the Nintendo .
generation here. For them it’s noth;nq.“

" Tuesday’s presentation was |a mix of polztxcs, educational
advancement and new technology:

- Chretien and Clinton, whose husbands were meeting at the
White House, took part to hithiqht ‘their respective governments’
commitment to computer training |in schools.

- SchoolNet, a school~ frlendly Internet hybrid, showed ;ts
colors. An alliance of public and private sector partners,
SchoolNet hopes to be in all 16!500 Canadian: schodls and 3,400
public libraries by 1998,

- The teleconference -~ mlnus the errant audio feed - arrived
vxa Canada‘’s.first small-dish, hlqh-speed digital ‘broadcast
service. DirecPC will allow students with SchoolNet to tune in CBC
Newsworld.

Yat among the metres of black cable, 18 computer termznals,
headsets, sound board and numereus TV cameras in St. Elizabeth
library Tuesday, the place mazntained its.20th century ambience.

: A dusty fish tank, a mlcroscope, scales and a battered box
" marked Rhythm Instruments vied for space on the shelvee w;th
computer discs.

Shea, his classmates and tneir cyber-peers at Burrville
Elementary School in Washlnqton recently completed a project asklng
each to describe the school of the futurse.

Shea’s vision included. wireless Internet access, routine video
conferencing and virtual reallty

: "It’s going to become part
done, " gsaid Naujokaitis.

: In the meantime the students will have to- make do wlth tne dozen
or so outdated computers that they have scattered throughout the
building and the one that has Internet access. -

"I need at least 30 computers," said Burrville prlnClpal
Gwendolyn Baccus. More than that *if the younqer chxldren are to
have accaess.®

“When this is all gone we Will be back to the drawing board
back to filling out forms and. asking for donations,” said math
teacher Jacqueline Goodlow.

’2



By Leslie Miller
USA TODAY

When the Communications
Decency Act (CDA) was intro-
duced in February 1995, par-
ents who wanted to restrict
children’s access to adult Inter-
net sites had few options.’

. But the Net community has

moved ahead rapidly in the .
past two years to demonstrate’

that when technology creates

knotty problems, technological -

solutions are possible.

Now there are organizations
that evaluate and rate Web
sites and companies whose
software selectively blocks
them based on parents’ con-
" cerns. On-line services such as
' Amenca Onlme offer easy-to-

use °
many Intemet access provid-
ers are offering “filtered” ac-
counts for kids. The software is
- catching on with, schools, i-
braries, even offices where
bosses don’t want employees
surfing on company time,
“Parents, teachers and other
people who were initially very
skeptical that this kind of tech-
nology would ever provide an
alternative to the CDA are now
. very. convinced it can,” says
Jay Friedland of ‘SurfWatch,
‘which made a big splash in
May 1995 when it announced
its product could block 1,100
sexually explicit sites. -
SurfWatch was soon fol-
lowed by a raft of competitors.
with reassuring names like Net.

Nanny and CYBERsitter.

. “I think the last (wo years
have shown the industry is ca»
pable of responding with tech-

. nology solutions that are much

"more effective and flexible

. and less restrictive than con- .

tent reguladons,” says Jonah
Seiger of the Center for De-
mocracy and Technology. He

notes software can block over- -

seas porn sites, which US. laws
can't-touch. - 4

Throughout the much-publi-

cized CDA debate, the technol-.

ogy has continued to evolve,

with companies trying to one- -

up each other by adding fea-
tures and ease of use.

“You don’t even Know it's.

there until you try to access
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echnology is c]losmg Net

gaps in chlld safety

somethmg you shouldn’t,” says
Sydney Rubin, a spokeswoman
for Microsystems Software,
which has been aggressively
marketing its product, Cyber.

Patrol. The program not only
blocks access to Web sites, it
prevents kids from giving
strangers information such as

~addresses and phone numbers.

SurfWatch now blocks three
additional categories besides
sexually explicit materials: vio-
lence and hate crimes; drugs,
alcohol and tobacco; and on-
line gambling sites. Parents
can add to or delete sites tmm
the company'’s list

But they aren't the only ones

using the technology. Surf-
Watch, whose original market
was schools, now has an esti-
mated 380,000 users, including
10,000 school districts. About
3.4 million copies have been

shipped with Microsoft's Inter-

net Explorer Web browser.

.- The Boston Public berary is
one of 83 libraries now using
Cyber Patrol, Rubin says; other
cities using it inciude Austin,

Texas, and Pittsburgh. |

Many companies are instail-
ing blocking programs on the
server level, both as an added
feature for Internet customers
{(NetCom, Earthlink, WebTV)
and as a way to regulate what

employees do on company
time (Lockheed-Martin). .
- “It increases the security

‘dramatically,” Friedland says.
It also means parents don't
have to buy and install pricey
software ($25-$55) on their
own PCs or worry that kids

. might disable the programs.
* But not everyone is con-
vinced software is the answer.
““Even if those’ programs

‘were to- become very intelli-’

gent at blockmg sites, they're
never going to be 100%,” says
Cathy Cleaver of the Family

- Research Council, which sup-

ports the CDA. “Technology

never supplants the need for

criminal Alaw& If there is no
law, you give up your right to
prosecute the worst offenders.”
Some software is useful, but
“why must it be either laws or
devices? Our laws tell us what
we accept as a society. and
what we find reprehensible.
For there to be no law about
giving sexual materials to kids
on line sends a message.”
Many new developments in

| blocking and content filtering

are on the horizon.

Dozens in the industry have
agreed {0 make their products
compatible with the new indus-
try-wide technical specifica-

tions known as PICS (Platform
tor Internet Content Selection).
PICS enables computers to
“read” digital labels containing
content ratings provided by in-
dependent groups and to block

" material the user doesn't want.

Among groups that have cre-

| ated rating systems so far are

the Recreational Software Ad-
visory "Council (which rates
computer games and has rated
19,000 Web sites), the parents
group SafeSurf and Net Shep-
herd, a Canadian company that
just finished rating 300,000 sites
for maturity and quality.

But PICS makes it possible
for any group, from the PTA o
a religious organization, to de-

. vise its own unique systems

based on its own values.

V/hile nobody has done this
$0 far, some groups are consid-
ering it. ToraNet, a Jerusalem-
based Internet company, has
contacted PICS developers to
inquire about creating a sys-
tem that would block sites not
suitable for Orthodox Jews.

“These are people who don't

. have televisions in their houses

because they're offended by
what’s on,” says Paul Resnick,
chairman of the Web Consor-
tdum’s PICS working group.
Microsoft has built a PICS-
compatible parental control
panel into its latest Web brows-
er (Internet Explorer 3.0), and
Netscape expects to include
such a feature in the next year.
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Testing cont.

In 1995, Utah kicked ofF its new
elementary math exam, and last vear
did 50 with its elementary science test.
Other subject tests will follow, such as
‘the lield test of elementary language
arts in 1999,

The Maryland state school board
fast month moved into new territory by
creating tough new end-of-Course tests
for high school students in English.
math. science, and social studies.

Education Week, March 19, 1997
Discount 'E-Rate’ for Schools and Libr;

By Andrew Trotter
Washington ‘

Like a small car on a busy interstate,
the proposed = discounts  on

telecommunications services for the

nation's schools and libraries seem in
danger of being delayed or even
sideswipcd )

- As powerful companies vie for
commercial advantage, the vulnerable
position of schools and libranes
became clear at a hearing here last

week before the Senate Commerce;

Science, and
Committee.
The commitiee’s chairman, "Sen.
John McCain, R-Ariz., called the
hearing to review the Federal
Communications’ Commission’s
. progress in writing rules for last year's
telecommunications law. :
At issue are the "universal service”
portions of the law, which foster
telephone service ftor rural and

Transportation

high-cost areas. The FCC must

complete the rules on those provisions
by May 8. The new law expanded
traditional universal service to include
schools and libraries and access to
advanced telecommunications.

Last Noveinber, an influential FCC
advisory panel recommended

regulations that would give schools '

and hibraries discounts of between 20
percent and 90 percent~dubbed the
"E-rate"~tor such services. The exact
level would be based on need.

The ~proposal would require
telephone companies to pay as much
as $2.25 billion annually into a fund
for reimbursements to companies that
provided the services. Other
universal-service rules would help
ensure affordable telecommunications
services for people and businesses i in
remote and high-Cost areas.

Packed Hearing

Throughout most of the March 12

replace  the  [state’s

For several years. the state has
given challenging assessments in
grades 3. 5. and 8 that were created in
conjunction with state standards.

The high 5choo| tests, which

would begin in 1999, would provide _

individual student scores, unlike those
in the lower grades. They would
low-level
compelency tests| that high school
students now must take to graduate.

heanng, there was a

standing-room-only audience, and

some attendees stood in line for more
than 10 hours to glet in.

Billions of dollars are at stake.
Complex details, such as exactly which
types of companies would pay into the
various funds, what services would be
cligible for rexmbx'srscmcnt and how

thé re:mbursemcnt amounts would be

determined, will {have tar-reachmg
_implications.

The senators urgcd Reed E. Hundt
the FCC chairman, o produce sensible
regulations that |open the highly
subsidized cnc!avtl:s of the telephone
industry to market competition. Mr.
Hundt complamed of fierce lobbying
by the industry, whose estimate of the

yearly cost of universal service has

soared to $24 bil!io;n,
Later, four telephone executives

clashed with one another as they.

sotight to frame the issues of universal
service to favor their different
segments  of the rapxd(y shifting
industry.

Sparks flew as fwo representatives
from local phone companies defended
the. access fees| they charge to

" long-distance companies for using the
" switches and lines that complete calls

to local businesses and residents.
Their counterparts from
long-distance companies replied that
the access fees are exorbitant and that
slashing themn would provide the

wherewithal to pay for universal

service. |
Conflicting [nterests

All the speakers came with their

own sets of numbcr:s and used them to
paint drastic scenarios—-such as higher
telephone  bills | and.  restricted
service~of what would happen if their
own particular needs weren't met.

* professor  of

Still to be decided is whether a
student's performance on the tests
would be linked to the award of a high
school diploma. said Mr Cross. who is

“ also the president of the Marvland state
board.

Concerns trom parents and others
about the potential high-stakes nature
of the new high schoc! tests prompted
state schools Superintendent Nancy S.
Grasmick last month to vow 1o
convene an advisory panel ol
community members. educators, and

students,

aries Nearly Lost in Debate

Although none said they opposed
affordable services for schools, each of
the corporate representatives advocated
positions that would shift more of the
cost to their competitors within the
phone industry as well as to companses
providing Intemet - services  and
software, :

When the corporate fireworks
ended, most of the audience rose to go.
The final speaker, Anthony Wong, a
school board member from Cecil
County, Md.. was almost overlooked
before Sen. Conrad Bums, R-Mont.,
called for order.

Mr. Wong spoke on behaif of a

" coalition of more than 30 education

and library organizations that supponts
the most comprehensive discounts
possible for schools and libranes.

He told the hearing that his district
cannot  not  atford  two-way

_distance-learning services because of
- the $13.000-per-school annual cost.

The FCC advisory board’s plan would
save the [4.900-student district $1
million over five vears, he said.

Mr. Wong, who is also an assistant
computers  and
information at  Cecil Community
College. said he spends too much time
teaching his students computer skills
“they should have | carned in hngh
school.

Sen. Jay Rocketeller, D-W Va_ one
of the two senators who remained at

the hearing, commented wryly on the .

exodus that preceded Mr. Wongs
presentation,
" "It's indicative of what goes on in

" Congress that you end up last.” he toid
" Mr. Wong. "There went a cascade of

about 200 highly paid lobbyists who

chat their way out and go oni to their .

next triumph.”

2%
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) Uganda has one of the highest rates of HIV infection in the
>_world About 1.5 million of its 14 million citizens carry the

< virus.

Dr. Crispus Kiyonga, Uganda’s minister of health, said about
500,000 have died of AIDS and roughly 1 mllllon children were
orphaned because of it.

’ But, Kiyonga said, the rate of HIV infection is dropplng,
espec1ally among young women, due to a massive AIDS education
program. He said he would like for Ugandans to be able to
participate in testing of new AIDS vaccines /in hopes of helplng
more infected people live longer.

"Uganda will not be left behlnd " Klyonga said.

/
. {
. o
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Business, government join to help teaching by Internet

WASHINGTON (AP) - The U.S. governmenp is joining with the
telephone company MCI Inc. in a project usxng the Internet to help
teach pupils from kindergarten through hlgh school.

_ Education Secretary Richard Rlley and MCI’s president, Timothy
F. Price, said Thursday the plan is to prov1de a one-stop World
Wide Web site for teaching material.

MCI, the nation’s second-largest phone company soon to become
part of Brltlsh Telecom, will work with Fhe federal National
Endowment for the Humanities, the professional organization the
American Association for the Advancement of Science and the
National Council on Economlc Education, [which is funded by
corporations. ‘

"Partnerships such as these are. crltlcal to bridge the learnlng
gap that now exists between having the technology available in our
schools and actually u51ng it as a learnlng tool," Riley said.

The new Web site is to be avallable Sept. 1.

"These programs will enable teachers and parents to use the
Internet to build a complete currlculum, instead of hav1ng to lose
time surfing randomly to find information," MCI’s Prlce said.

g
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...and Internet access for all

The 1996 Telecom Reform Act has at least one brigh
provision that promises to bring high technology to our schools and

- libraries.
By Leslie Weiss

" The Telecommunications Act of
1996 generated a storm  of
controversy. The indecency
provisions of the new law hit the
courts and grabbed headlines across
the nation. Web pages went black to
moum the dark day for free speech.
And Americans quickly saw the
effect of deregulation in a series of
megamedia mergers that led to
~ dramatic new concentrations of
media ownership. '
But hidden behind the bad news

was a glimmer of lightt a

little-publicized section (SEC. 254)
of the act that «called for
telecommunications  carriers . to
provide discounted services to
schools and public libraries. This
"universal service” concept was
created in the Communications Act
of 1934 to ensure access for all
Americans to the then-emerging
communication technology - the
telephone. Since then, the industry
has been required to subsidize phone
service for poor Americans and for
customers in rural areas where the
costs of phone service are high. And
now the 1996 Telecom Act has
broadened the definition of
- "universal service" to include Intenet
technoiogies.

In November 1996, a joint board
of the Federal Communications
Commission and state public utilities
officials unanimously recommended
that a whopping $2.25 billion a year
in high-tech discounts be made

available to elementary schools,

secondary schools, and libraries by
the start of the 1997-98 school year.
Discounts would range from 20 to 90
percent, based on need, and would
cover Internet access, internal wiring
among classrooms, .and
telecommunications”  services,
including monthly phone bills.

Three of the FCC's four

commissioners served on the joint
board, making the proposal a sure
thing when it goes before the full
commission later this spnng. FCC
Chairman Reed Hundt has called it "a

major step forward in|our quest to
bring the benefits of the [nformation
Age to every person in%the country.”
While half the nation's K-12 schools
are online, only 14 *pe#cent of their
classrooms currently have Intemet
access. ‘

- Kevin Taglang, a policy analyst
for the Benton Fo;undati_on, a
nonprofit that promotes the public
interest in communications policy,

. .
. calls the discount provision of the

Telecom "Act "one of the brightest
things that's happened i m Washington

-in a long time." But he notes that the

discounts will go only S0 far - they
will not cover the purchase of

- personal computers and software or

ongoing  expenses for systems
maintenance and teacher training.

That's just fine, though for -

financially strapped scht)lois that need
services far more basic than Internet
access. "It's the big th:ng now to talk

* about the wonders of the Interet, but

the fact of the matter 1s we're in a
district where we're concemed with
teaching children to read and write,"
says Eugene Stoval‘l " network
coordinator for the Oakland Unified

- School District. He adds that the

district's goal is to have seven
computers in each classroom, but that
basic phone service is the priority.
For the most |part, the
telecommunications industry appears
to agree with the infent of the
schools-and-libraries dlscount "In

the long run, this is what the country’

i .
needs,” says Frank Gumper, vice

president of fcderal\ regulatory

planning for NYNEX Corp

It's in the details that industry
Icaders disagree -- like the $2. 25

i
billion in discounts theyd have to

* provide each vear. Gum;l)cr says $1.5
billion a year is sufficient for wiring,

1.
access, and telecom seryices. Other
issues of contention incli‘ude whether
the costs of wiring inside classrooms

should be discounte¢ior if it is

outside the FCC's jurisdiction to

" regulate intermal wiring, as the

Pacific Telesis Group ar!gues.

o

t spot. a little-known-.

Then there's the issue of who pays
for the discounts. The FCC joint
board wants telecommunications
carriers to pay into a fund, which
would reimburse companies that
provide discounts. But the rule
requires telecommunications carriers
to pay ‘into the fund based on a
percentage of their interstate and
intrastate revenues, and federal rules
affecting revenues regulated by state -

" laws are bound to cause jurisdictional

tiffs. In addition, while both telecom
carriers and Internet service providers
(ISPs) would have to discount their
services, and would both get cash
back from the fund, ISPs wouldn't be
required to pay into it, Gumper
charges, leaving. carriers like

" NYNEX to subsidize ISPs like

CompuServ.
(Whether the NYNEXes of

© America get to pass any of these

discounts off as rate hikes on
consumers' phone bills is yet to be
determined. But even if it does

" happen, says Mark Cooper, research

director for the Consumer Federation
of America, it won't amount to more
than 90 cents on the average
residential phone bill. "Do I think it's
good public policy? Absolutely,” he -
says.)

This checkhst of issues doesn't
approach the level of controversy
gencrated by the indecency
provisions of the Telecom Act. But
some of it is likely to wind up in
court after the FCC's May decision,
making it questionable that discounts
will -be available to schools in the
fall. Insiders insist, though, that the

" telecommunications industry will

furnish schools with most of what the’
FCC asks.

Michelle Richards, a lobbyist for
the National . School Boards
Association, agrees: "I think they've
sort of seen the writing on the wall.”
Leslie Weiss is Managing Editor of
Earth Island Journal,
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ED FOCUSES TECHNOLOGY GRANTS
"ON TEACHERS CONTEN(

ppl_lcanrs for the Education
Department's - Technology
Innovation Challenge Grants

this year should concentrate on showing
teachers how to use computers and
providing software for the classroom.

Under the program, ED awards grants
to schools working with higher education
institutions,  businesses,  libraries,
museums and community organizations
t0-use computers and other technology to
improve student achievement.

Projects should focus on developing
“"innovative demonstrations of the use of
technology for schooi reform,” said Tom
Carroll, an ED program officer.

The solicitation for
competitive program appeared in Friday's
Federal Register. ED will spend- $18
million a year for five years for 20 new
-awards. Applications are due May 30.

While ' devising
technology to

improve  student

achievement and promote school reform, -

should- think. "about
teacher . knowledge of

grantseekers
improving

the . highly

ways 10 use’

technology and education technology
content.

Strcssmg those componcnts could
make a proposal rise to the top. of the
pile. Last year, ED|received 586
applications for the 24 grants it made.

Other factors thatl could move

‘ applications to the forefront include
addressing the leaming technology needs’

of arcas with a hlgh number or
percentage of d:sadvantaged students or
the greatest need for education
technology.

The notice cautions against creatmg a

: |
society of technology, haves and
. have-nots. ED may cons:der the extent to

which applications respon‘d to high-need
areas in the final selectxon process.

Eligible grant actnvntxes include.

* Developing, adaptmg or expanding
exmmg and new applzcatlons of
technology to support school reform.

* Funding projects of §ufiicient size

‘and scope to improve student learning

and professional developmem and
promde admmsstratwe support '

. development

*28 Federal Register, or

_ITO_STAFF1@ed.gov;

< *° Acquiring connectivity links,
resources and ~ services, including
hardware and software for teachers,
students, and library personnel.

*.* Providing ongoing professional .
in the integration of
educational technologies into school
curriculum and long-term planning for

"implementing education technologies.

* Acquiring connectivity with wide
area networks to access information in
schools and public libraries;,” and *
Providing educational services for adults -
and families.

For more information, see the March
contact
Technology - Innovation  Challenge -
Grants, Office of Educational Research
and Improvement, Education
Department, 555 New Jersey Ave. NW,
Room 606D, Washington, D.C. 20208-
5544, (202)208-3882; e-mail
' Internet,
www.ed.gov/technology. The CFDA
number is 84.303A. —Brenda Cordwell,
Pam Moorcl -
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when [ was going to school” he said. “You are -
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a way o go.”
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by him and Sen.
- Olviopka Snowe, R-Maine.

on any other system? Rociefeller
asked. “Urban areas will have firse
rate cawm&litenm studants.
Where Calhoun .ol

many rural areas stll dostt bave I

' temnet access because telephons
comipanies may not provide servics
PRl bave Baveriy Ml High
Sc100l M one side and a rur
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Archer
pushes
plan for
-schools

-9

BY JENNIFR JUAREZ ROBLES
AND PEGGY WALSH-SARNECKL
Proe Pros Bducation [

“sald Mooday. *Why
should we| discrimi-
. nate sgainet the mayor?” J

w7

Trip to Amazon begins in classroom

7

. Archer's Initiative becanse
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studerms at John Adams Jurdor High Scaool Ha also pitched Presidect Bl g rne, o use e [otemet” be
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bocks © tmach Shakespeare. ‘ ,
“This is just a3 roal now as that wag back  DETROIT Frex Press APR 01 199 B

But Vice President Kwame Ken that causes lnkeover,” A cher axid.
‘ yatta said Monday that he was “more *If there'd no legishition, 1o mithor

hardened in ary position® to

Tleves it will undercut
board’s legal authority to run the

Archier offered last week to create
a clty-atate school ip that he

_ pertnership
and Gov. Joha Engler would Jead to

cosure that graduates from Detroit
high achools are immediately em-

oppose lty, how can you ke over sorme
he be- thing? ) o
the achool  He added: "Why woukd I want to

be a party to any takeover?” _
Clark agid Lhe plan coul § be voted
on again at the regular board meet
ing on April 8.

~ "Some people played o1 the pars
nola of some board members by

bringlng in the takeover is:ue. That's

ployable or can advance to college tudicrous. § don't know why people

without remedial edhicating,
A resolution adopting the partner-
ship plan with some modifications

* was tabled 65 by the board last
Tuesd

Mm'memoonnewscmfefem

 Archer said the board's opposition

“frankly atems from a Iack of desire
tohedﬂwub!ewit_iicw&wf

government *hokd the purse strings®
and need to be part of the partner-

2 ship's recommendations, which the

beard could accept or reject. .
The mayor adamanty denied

pé from- Monday that the partnership plan ls a.

takeover,
_ “There’s no legisiation whatsoever

are getting ao tervitovtal,® Clark said.
“It takea a village and we want to -
include as many people fmm that
village as we can. :
- Archer wged the boarl to recon-
sider the partaership plan in a four
page letter that was hund-defivered &0
each board memnber Friday night. _
Under Archer's plan, shich bas .
been in the making for th: past four
months, a lcadership group of city,
state and local officisls would meet
frequently to-recominend « hanges.

.- Beyond destribing the plan’s mis-

wony snd geals and listing the tikely
wembers of the kadershis or sike
holder group, Archer haea't offered |
many spcifics, :
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Can the Net Hurt Schools? s
‘ Autkor Michael Crichton and FCC Chairman Reed Hundt spar at PC Forum.

* Midway through this week's PC

Forum conference in Tucson, Arizona,
where the roster of a thousand

attendees includes Netscape CEO Jim -

Barksdale, Jurassic Park author
Michael Crichton, and Chairman of
the FCC Reed Hundt, technology's role
in the educational system has become
a heated issue. -

Crichton, the after-dinner speaker

at the conference’s first session, opened
up a debate with a forcboding set of
predictions about how Internet access
for school-age children could
undermine—-not  help—education in
Americs. The morning after Crichton
delivered his waming, FCC Chairman
Hundt (a former attomey and school
teacher) argued vehemently against
Crichton's assertions, firing off a
hailstorm of data contradicting
Crichton.

"I thought Mrchael Crichton's
speech last night was to education as
Jurassic Park is to cloning,” said
Hundt, in a guarded confrontational
style that typified his rebuffs of
Crichton's arguments. "The speech
was completely false, but highly
entertaining.”

Mayan Chvillkation: Glits vs. Facts
. During his speech, Chricton
showed a video clip from Microsoft
that depicted an clementary-achool
student delivering a multimedia
research report on Mayan and Incan
civilizations. The child had built the
report's clements from the Internet.

" After the clip, Crichton surgically took

apart the facts in the child's report,
characterizing the report as heavy on
gliz and dead wrong on facts. "The
worst part about this,” Crichton said,
"isn't just that the teacher—impressed
* that this showy report was built with

the aid of the Internet—praised it, but

that nobody at Microeoft knew that the
facts were wrong."

Cnchtonasscmd&ntthoaewho :

'suppon bringing the Internet to

classrooms aren't thmkmg sbout issues
of implementation, training, and
structured curriculum. He questioned
how s teacher could possibly
deconstruct and cvaluam information
gathered from not«so-mhab!e
Web-based data and obscured by
multimedia glitz. He argued that
parcnts are the key to xmpmvmg the

teachers. "There is allot of data
supporting the idea that technology

.docanotnukcadiﬁ'mmein’

classrooms,” Crichton wd.
"Insuuetlmtweneedmcvalm
what the Internet actually is, whether
its more analogous to a library or cable
TV,” said FCC Chairman 'Hundt in his

.moming address. Hundt p|omwd to the

fact that those issues are at the core of
the Supreme Court's cum:f’at evaluation
of the Communications Dwency Act,
wh\ch aims to restrict access by minors

"indecent” information on the

Inwma. "However, is the& any parent
" in this audience who reany wants to
keep his or her kids frone computers
-and communication technology?

Hundt asked.
Internet Access: Rural v AfMueat
Hundt followed this qmtxon up
with data from the FCC. I-Iesudthat
by the year 2000, GOpm'centofncw
jobs” -will require compum and
networking skilla, and\ that jobs
requiring such skills will emnmmd 10
to 15 percent pay prcnnums He also
smdthatanlyMperwntofUS

. classrooms have Intemnet cmnecuons, ‘

with those connectmns occurring
mosty in affluent school systems.
According to Hundt, only 4 4 percent of
rueal, low-income househclds have
Internet access. "We-do need todoa

gbettet;oboftmmngour teachers,

though,” Hundtcamededinonngm
80 percent of teachers do not use

memunmuons technology in the

classroom.
Hundt related a story -about a

“meeting he had with Microsoft CEO

Bill Gates concerning Internet-enabling
U.S. classrooms. "Gates pointed out
that immigration policy was a huge
policy issue for him,” claimed Hundt.
"Gates needs to hire people to work at

" Microsoft, and he says that our schools

aren't providing the people with the
skiils." :

Coutrolling Funds:
Government vs. Schools
~In a question-and-answer period
after Hundt's talk, conference official
Esther Dyson and others questioned
Hundt about FCC proposals for
Internet.cnabling classrooms. Hundt is
currently backing a bill that would
require & $4.25 billion fund to be
gathered from  surcharges on

-telecommunications companies and
‘charges to federal funding for

education,

"Why not just give those billions to
schools directly  to implement
technology, rather than having
government oversee " the
implementation, which would create
bureacracy?" asked Dyson.

"In a word, no,” replied Hundt,
who gave no further direct response to
the question, but commented that
federal funds for education are
intended simply to seced new ideas in
classrooms, not rule implementation.

During the Q&A, participating
audience members mostly supported
the ides of Internet-enabling
classrooms, but several of them voiced
concemns about whether money was
enough. The audience members called
for  training . teachers n
telecommunications skills, and the
need for training emerged as the only -
issue upon which Crichton, Hundt and
the audience shared common
opinions.—Bill Howard and Sebastian

A Rupley
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Computers and Cooperation

In an each-one-teach-others approach to
increasing computer literacy in schools, an
impressive public-private partnership is
awarding grants to 25 computer learning cen-
ters to train Los Angeles County teachers and
parents.

Many teachers don't know how to get on the
Internet or use a database. They need training
and access to technology to teach their students
and even to keep up with computer-savvy
pupils. The learning centers are the {atest effort
of the ambitious. 2-year-old Technology for
Learning initiative of the Los Angeles County
Office of Education, which is funded by corpo-
rations, foundations and individuals. The
- collaboration's goals include providing thou-
‘sands of teachers with computer classes and
educational software. :

At the computer centers, each newly | tramed '

teacher will be expected to train 20 other
‘teachers, Some parents also will benefit.

The collaboration intends.to train, directly
and indirectly, 60,000 teachers, help ensure the
wiring of 50,000 classrooms and help reduce the
current dismal 15-to-1 student-to-computer

razm to 4 to 1 in the county’s 81 school districts,

A mcludmg the giant Los Angeles Unified, by the

year 2000.

l Major funding and support are provuied by
the AT&T Foundation; Jan Davidson of David-
son and Associates Inc., a computer software
company; Microsoft Corp ETC, a subsidiary of
the cable company w/tci; the Riordan Founda-
tion; the Los Angeles Times and the Times
Mirror Co.

|The first 10 centers to receive grants were
announced Wednesday: Adtech’s Futures

Academy in Redondo Beach; the Baldwin Park
bqanch library; Break Away Technologies in
the Crenshaw district; Parent University in

Downey, Partrters in Technology Training -

Center in the Afitelope Valley; Puente Learning
Center in Boylé-Heights; Sulphur Springs Dis-
triet Training'Center in Canyon Country, and

three school‘based centers in Alhambra, -

Pomona and San Pedro. An additional 15 will be
named later, this year.

In the end, uiany more of the county’'s 1.5
rmlhon _public’ school students will become

‘ computer literate, an mdlspensabie knowledge.

\,
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TRU‘E educm!n“a ﬁam:m

as &' Student ot o eRd oPloR=" - Wifen peopleiae the: wp ‘o et

- and a teacher on the other. The line -
goes back to a student who became a.
US president, James Garfleld; and his
.celebrated teacher, Mark Hopkins: It

- comes to mind because we want to get:

the amiably erudite govermor-of Mass-

achusetts on one end of a log reach-
ing to all the young people who think'
it's.cool not to be caught learning in a
dumbed-down 20th centurn.

.. The talk in Boston is that Gow Bill
Weld, state Senate President Thomas.
Birminghtam, and House Speaker
Thomas- Finneran positively - love
learning and have fun challenging one
another’s intellect. It's even part of

_their weekly meetings as governmern-
tal leaders: One throws down - the
gauntlet of an uncommon word - a re-
cent example was “struthian” (you

could look it up) - and the two others
haveto useitina speech or interviews:

within 24 hours.-
. We think of a friend who spent her
*formative years in Britain. She didn't
sulk when someone in. the press used..

_scrutiny to see if their emmple to the

&word mtfmuh eo»hes, she m&d;d
moehng i ug-and Deing

pmfesmon do this, we yearn for thems.
not to keep it all within their usual cin
cles. We. \know Mr. Weld is sport
enough to make a point by diving fully
clothed mto the Charles River. Could-
n't he-and his thinking buddies take-
their dehght in using their minds to
schools tha.t need a boost? Education-
shy chxldren might be kindled by the
example of people in the public eye
relishing the exercise of wit and the in-
crease of lmowledge Or pupils might -
beuwnedwtheStateHousetosee
the intellectual action on the spot.
With the|best will in the weorld, po-
litical leaders can do only so: much.
Other gmwnups could try a littie self-

yolmgxsemoyment of learning or be-
htﬂingoﬁt | rejecting it as elitism o
embracmg:tasanammmﬂngforau

Stmhiam. variant of struthious,
meanmgestnckwce characteristic.
ofchosewhodonttakethmrheads
out of the sand to see how many
odwrpevpleleamnmevmyday.
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF EDUCATION RICHARD W. RILEY
Ou the estabhshment of the World Wide Web Accessibility Project

America's rush to the Information Superhlghway risks leaving behind a crucial element of
our population -- our nation's 49 miilion persons with disabilities. The Internet has fast become

one of- the great inventions of our lifetimes. Yet for some citizens, this dazzling medium may offer

about as much uéefulness as t~h>e Pony ExpréSs
Many Web pages cannot be accessed by people who are bhnd or have hmlted ‘'vision.
Many home pages mcorporate grapmcally-based teclimology that limits the accessxblhty of
mdwu_:luals w1thAdls'ab1vht1es. "Audio clips are of little use to those who are deaf or he_anng
impaired. o - |
‘To address these and other concerris,,\?e are p.leasled to join the National Sc.ie.r-xcev

Foundation in contributing up to SSO0,0GO for the new World 'ind‘e_‘Web Consortium’s Web

'Accessibility Initiative. This effort will guide the development of industry-sponsored

specifications to make the Internet accessible to all. Exciting possibilities like descriptive video,

video captioning and innovative input devices will be ekpl}ored. The department welcomes the

B opportﬁnity through our Naﬁona'lv Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research and the Office

- of Special Education Programs to build on its long-term support of rehabilitation engineéri'ng and

accessibility.

* Learning online must not become a new fault line in American education, dividing the

haves and hav‘e-néts.v The Internet is the bléckboard of the future. This also applies to the

increasing role of the Internet in the workplace and |as a means of regular communication. All

persons -- disabled and non-disabled -- deserve access to information that promotes excellence in

#H##

e
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How one NY school district Impped on-line

Technoguru shepherds grants, donations
to introduce students to computers, Web

sy sruce ketry  CH
. One recent morning, thicd-
graders in Chinatowns Public.
School 20 were learning about fonts
mcomputcx class. Sumiya Rahman,
her name in green on the’
blue background of a computer
- screen, got up, half-skipped two
computers to her left, draped an
arm over a friend's shoulder and

.
tanding in the doorway watch-
" ing Sumiya, Judith Zomberg point-
d out that computers help achieve
one of the fundamental objccuves of
“education: getting students to enjoy
learning.

Mrs. Zornberg should know.
She's director of technology grants
for Comamunity School District 1—
from Chinatown and the Lower

East Side up to the Fast Village. -

With advocates for technology in
city schools sprouting up as qmcldy
as new Web sxtes, technogurus like

The linchpin
of the district’s .
effortsisa $6.1
million federal

matching grant

it won last year

students and b
‘the Inreener
-T-1lines in February, has one of the

mml”Stoebmnmddimx

Mrs. Zombcrg are becoming more
important to mdmduzl school
districts, - '

In his State of the Ctty addma
this year, Mayor Giuliani promised
the city would buy 40,000 personal
computerg for its approximately

1,100 schools. The infusion, if it oc- -

curs, would bring the city in line

“with the narional aversge of one

computer per 10 students.

'mmtuo’fm‘nﬁ '

Bur it's cducators like Mrs.
Zamberg who will decide where to

put those computers and how to usc.

them. Dismrict 1, which has 9,500

an plugging -into
-state-of-the-art

mest' forward-looking mchnnlogy

plans in the city.
The hnc.hpm of the district’ s cf-

fortsisa $6.1 million federal match

A mggrmmwonlzszyeu ﬁ:araspei

roject on immigration. To be

| chg;gk.thedxsmnc&dtomsc

$18.3 million; in fact, it msed
more than twice that amount from
companies such 1s Nynex,

BM,
Corp. and Scholastic Inc. By the

year 2001, $48 million worth of
high-tech wiring, teacher t‘mmng

such projects for revenuc- -strapped
schools. Computersarc used in Dis-
tnct 1 in 2 vanicty of ways, from re-

gvocabulzry skills.in Eng-
hsh a8 a Second Language classes to
rcswch.mg science and social stud-

ids reporws. Ironically, Mrs. Zorn-

and curriculum develop menmllbe :

ped . into the
gﬁ&,m&m&omﬂndum

a'tmatmmngprogﬂm
oom‘hmdp )

Zumher;, 54-7ur-old
mother of five, was hmedhy&mda-

This

Serg is reminded of the hands-on
c:lmmg that was the norm when
she started her ‘teaching career in
Red Hook in 1963.

“If listening to the teacher

fworked 100% of the time, kids

would be doing a lot bcm:: than
they are,” she says.

The 18 schools in Districe 1, five’
of which still are heated with expen-
sive and dirty coal-burning boilers,
combine funds from several differ-

ent sources m meet the costs of

keeping technology up to date.

Putting the pieces toguther

“Our challenges are gerting all
the pieces together at the same -

time,” says Boonie Long, principal
of Junior High Schoo! 56, on Hen-

- ry Street. Expenses include not just

" The money

hardware, but electricity, appropa-

the year 2001, Sumiya will be ablc to
go on-line to learn about immigra-
tion in New York City and the rest
of the United States. '

The federal marching grant is
part of a program called American
Gateways, Studenss in District 1,
along with Districts 4, 5 and 75, will
communicate with students in 23
ather school districts across the
country, sharing research about im-
migration patterns in areas ranging
from Brooklyn to St. Louis to the
Oregon Trail.

Within five years, Mss. Zam-
berg predicts, 75% of the district's
teachers will be using computers in”
their classes and each school will
have 2 bmidxngwxde network.

“You won't find another district
in the city with this level of technol-
ogy,” she says.ll

-

ate furmmrc and sccunty in the -

computer rooms. Last year, the
school spent between $65,000 and
$70,000 for 32 new Appic 5200s.

tion of state and federal grants.
Technology can create unique

experiences for students and their

teachers. Last year, students in Dis-

trict 1 had the chance to chat on-lme )

with Rosa Parks, the famed figure

 the civil rights mmcut.Thzyuse

Scholastic’s on-line service regularly
to discuss books with their authors,
As schools acquire and use tech-

nology, students like Sumiys Rah-"

mmwﬂlmptheben:ﬁu By the
mmemchumnthg:dcm

came from a combina- -
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Internet low on teachers wish list

| Gettmg more computers into classrooms and networking them for instruction
is a more urgent priority than havmg hardware to surf the Net, educators say

in a poll out Thursday.
By Tamara Henry, USA TODAY
More than 94% of the 1,001 teachers
and school superintendents surveyed by
Jostens Learning Corp. and the American
Association of School - Administrators

(AASA) said computer technology has
improved teaching and learning in USA

schools.

While the importance of Imkmg
schools to the Internet is widely touted,
the poll found computers are most
frequently used for classroom instruction,
teaching basic computer skills or
record-keeping.

Student research on the Internet
accounts for less than a third of computer
use in schools, the poll found.

Underscoring the poll results, Robert

Spillane. Fairfax County, Va., school
superintendent, sayis *The main thing is
the academic rmssnon Technology is just -
another stimulant but a very important
tool. It's important that school systems of
any size use technol‘ogy.“

About 90% of {U.S. schools have
computers, and 65%‘ of them have some
access to the Internet, but key ﬁndings

. from the poll show: \

35% wamt their; districts’ highest
priority to be conncctmg classrooms to
the school's computer network; 29% list
Internet access. 30% use computers for
instructional purposes|26% to 50% of the
time; 21% do so more than 75% of their
day. 49% say tcaehcrs use computers

most oﬁcn in thc computer labs; 35% use

them in the classroom. 45% point to the
need for teacher training in computer .
technology. 60% strongly agree that the
use of computers in the classroom has
improved teaching and learning in the
school district; 48% list a small
improvement in test scores; 46% cite a
small improvement in individuatized
assessment of student performance; and
61% cite improvement in student
motivation.

The AASA is a 15,000-member group

_ of principals, superintendents and other

school leaders. Jostens is an educational
software company based in San Diego.

Margin of error for the survey is 3
percentage points.

|

|
|
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A Contest.on

rwu = 3 '-u'

of the ideal school at the Interna-
tional - Children's Summit,” which

ney magazines, the Just Think Founds:
Four teams . of students from the

dren from more than: 40 countries. to

’ stomxmgseﬂmonmesmataifec.t
chxldrelh R

The Ideal. SChOOl'_

’IUDEN’I‘Smllshareﬂwcomept.~

will be presented June 9 t'13 by Dis-
tion, and UNESCO. st Disneyland Paris..

participate i». workshops and brain-

mcumisapumc!ﬁe!tm‘
7. to 14. Since “society” is the theme,

"chiidren must work in tearw of two to

thiwe to enter Each entry can be either
amualunageoradetaﬂedwnwende-
scnpuonoitheteams;dealsehoel i
udmgwhatﬂmmldteaehandm
eywomdteachmlt - be: pre- -
] on an 81/2-byt Msmglé

; sheet of paper or a single” computer

screon of text and/or pictures.
'medeadlmem&posmarkorm-lm'

. posnngdaxeoprrilZl 1997. The four

vinnmg teams will be notified in mid-"
MaaW‘mnasw!Ewozkwiﬂ\Disneymd"

'mmmmmanmm

erscy group, to prodhaag a video..; p
Fbr entry information and complete

'Enﬂa,canaoﬂ-m&ﬂwmcheehme"
jChildregs‘ Summis - Web  sites “at¥
,wwwdxmeycom,otwwmhmk.org(..a




would "send a clear signal of retreat to
the rest of the world® that would
_ undermine its global leadership.

Similarly, he argued, expanding

exports and trade is esséntial to the
nation's -future in the emerging global
economy. Every president sir;\cc 1974 has
held . fast-track negotiating authority.

Clinton demanded that Congress rengw it
for him rather than yielding to fears of
global competition.ll

USA Today
April 14,1997 -

Online repldcing phone line for teens in touch

Teen-agers are turning the computer
_ into the Princess phone of the '90s.

Those love-bugs trading sweet
cyber-nothings over the Internet in the
current AT&T commercial aren't just an
.- ad agency fantasy. They're doing what

comes naturally to a generation whose
social life- hinges on skills once
squandered on Donkey Kong.

Abott 18.8 million U.S. kids under 18
years of age have access to home
‘computers, says a 1996 study by
-Forrester Research of Cambridge, Mass.
And a survey last year by Georgia Tech's
Graphic, Visualization and Usability
Center found that 1% of Internet users
worldwide are under the age of 15,

"['ve had an America Online account
_ since seventh grade,” says Michael
Wakerley, 15, a high school sophomore
from the Silicon Valley suburb of
Mountain View, Calif.

He has never scanned his sweetheart's
face onto a work of art or passed digital
love notes like the kids in the
commercial, "but  they're not - doing
anything far-fetched,” he says.

Young and Rubicam's Tom Pratt, the
man behind the AT&T spot, says his
13-year-old son sparked the idea for the
ad. -

"As soon as he gets home from school
he's on the computer seeing what his
friends are up to," Pratt says. "Kids aren't
intimidated by the technology."

Its a boon to homework and a
bonanza for teens' social life, further

résearch shows.

Teen-agers use the Internet an average
of 8.5 hours a week for :chatting and
e-mailing, compared with 1.8 hours'spent
using it for school work, shows a study
released last month by Cheskin
Masten/{magenet of Redwood C!t}’,
Calif. .
Teen chat rooms, the party ines of the
[nternet, flicker day and mght with kids'
views on musnc movies, | hobbies ‘and
love.

Seventeen-year-old Bonnie Deterding

. of Houston chats for hoq'rs at a time,

sometimes late at night, and swaps e-mail

" three or four times a weel'( with a male
_ friend who is away at college. “It's much

more exciting to get e-mail than a phone
call,” she says.

Does she ever write him a letter?

"A letter? Oh, with a :pen ..." she
says, after a long pause. "Not really.”

“I never use a phone ifj1 can e-mail,”
says Tom Musante, 19, wh"o Rgllerbiades
6 miles daily from his Los Altos, Calif,
home to hang out at a cyber cafe called
http://www.mvcce.com.

In addition to sellxr}‘g lunch and
gourmet coffees, owners Tom Wong and

- Linda Yang, former software developers,

offer unlimited e-mail for $5 a month and
Internet access for $S an hour on the PCs
scattered around their cozy cafe.

“I've spent as much as five hours here
in one day,” Musante sgays, half of it
having.cyberchats with girls. "It's great

because any relationships that develop
are a result of your mind, not what you
look like.”

" Boys spend 45% more time on the
Internet than girls, the Cheskin Masten
study shows, but both sexes report

~ spending about 3.6 hours a'week using

e-mail. The increasing number of Web
sites aimed at teen-age girls may help
close the gender gap.

Author Posey Krakowsky of New
York has based several teen novels on
how girls use the Internet. ,

"It's the classic image of teens on the
phone all night, giving advice and
helping solve each other's problems.”

- A-recent visit to a Web site for girls
turned up chat room topics like penpals,
careers, makeovers and how to {lirt,
along with a ninth-grader seeking online

counsel from her virtual girlfriends. "1
acquired a cyber boyfriend last night who
‘says he's in eighth grade, but he's
" probably some 40-year-old perv/child

molester,” she. wrote. "How can [ be sure
he's who he says he is?"

One solution may be audio- actwe
software like VocalTec's Internet Phone,
which enables users to have voice
conversations over their online PCs.

The sound quality isn't perfect, says

- VocalTec's Scott Wharton, "but it beats

having your parents yelling at you to get
off the telephone.”

By Linda Temple, Special for USA
TODAYE :

USA Today
April 14, 1997

Z-year-college all-stars work for a better world

By Pat Ordovensky, USA TODAY
- When the entire men's basketball team
at Tyler (Texas) Junior
graduated on time last year, a big reason

College

was Adam Daley. He tutpred the players
and persuaded them to take academics as
seriously as jump shots.

"I nearly. burst with pride," Daley .

says, "when | watched each man cross
the stage and receive his diploma.”

" When students at Quincy {Calif.) High
School think seriously about college, one


http:http://www.mvccc.com

It

. school buildings report the task force will

. ™
. AW,

review. It estimated that it would cost
$10 biilion to repair and update public
school buildings in Ohio. .

Last week, John M. Goff, state -

superintendent of public instruction, said

rough estimates show it would take $4.4
billion to correct serious health and
safety code violations. .

The state has a malfunctioning
building assistance program - that " the

37

General Assembly is trying to fix in the
new budget. The court tookexception
with the program's level of spending, but
the court decision was based on 1991-92
figures.l¥
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Students fi ind j joy comes from sharmg

Work at Food Bank shows teens a world n

students looked at the upnr!atxon dates on’
the cans to determine whether the food

By Andrea Orlando

. Star-Ledger Staff

" What eighth-grader Eddie Thompson

liked . about volunteering at ~ the

. Community FoodBank of New Jersey in

H

Hillside was that he had a chance to
assist people who needed his help.

"It was fun," said the tall, soft-spoken
boy. "It shows you to take your time to
help others, especially those ' who are in
need."

Thompson was one of 19 high school
and middle school students from the
Union County Alternative Education
Program on the Kean College campus
who lent a hand at the massive food bank
Frlday
" He and the other elghth-graders are
from Passaic. Other high- school-aged
students come from throughout Union
County.

At the food bank, the middle school

was fresh and looked for cans with dents
in them. They discarded the stale food
and the food in dented cans

Some of the bigger bmys moved heavy
boxes alongside the adult volunteers and
regular .workers at the food bank, some

~ of whom are ex- convicts. ‘
"{t was really an experience to work

with criminals,” said Barry|Smith, a high
school student who lives in Rahway.

"They're just people. Yoﬁ couldn't tell -

who was who. You ahouldnt separate
people just because ot what they did in
the past.” '

Larry Lima, a social werker at the
school, helped organize th? one-day trip.

“As adolescents. they don't want to be
associated with the comrm‘mity, and this
helps them get a sense of the bigger

picture, that the world doesn't revolve -

ot centered on them

"o

around 'me.
More than 6,000 people volunteer

each year at the food bank, which

distributes about | million pounds of
food 'a month to the needy. The
280,000-square-foot Hillside warehouse
is the largest operation of its kind in the
nation.

The food is donated by corporatmns
The recipients are more than {500
organizations throughout' the state,
including food pantries, soup kitchens,
homeless -shelters and shelters for
battered women.’ , o

"They did a great job," said Althia
Comer, volunteer coordinator at the food
bank. "We really, really depend on
volunteers to help out. We're only a staff

‘of 62 paid people, so there's no way we

could possibly sort out the poundage of
food that we get."l§

The Star-Ledger Newark, NJ
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All wired up for the Internet Voluhteers help

link elementary schools

By Kelly Heybocr
Star-Ledger Staff

Thanks to a few volunteers and about )

2,000 feet of cable, Montclair's schools
are totally wired today .,

Parents and faculty ‘members spent’

yesterday morning in thre¢ elementary
schools, completing the school district's
link to the Internet in an "electronic
barnraising” that began last fall.

Using a kit manufactured by Lucent
Technologies, volunteers linked five
classrooms and a media center in each
school to outside phone lines.

Groups at Rand. lehuane and
Hillside schools dragged cable from

room to room and pushed the wiring

‘through holes pn,-dnlled by district

maintenance workers. )
Thoughall 11 of Monticlair's schools
are now capable of com‘municating to
each other and the outsideI world via the
Internet, students shouldn't run to school
tomorrow hoping to log on to the World

Wide Web.
" lust because the schools are wired for |

o
computers, doesn't mean the computers
have arrived, said Rita Miragliotta, a

teacher helping coordinate the wiring.

. "This district still has to install
(computer) servers in each building,”
said Miragliotta. "We hope to be set up
in each school by the fall. Then we will
be totally intranetted and Internetted.”

The district began installing the
wiring needed to link the schools last

- October under the statewide Netday NJ

program. Chase Bank and Lucent
Technologies donated the funds to pay
for the wiring kits.

- The 3690 wiring kits used to link the
remaining six schools over the last two
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Saturdays were donated by residents
Alan Bildner and the Rabinowitz and
Weston families.

Several schools, like Montclair High
School ‘and Northeast .Elementary,

_ already are linked to the Internet and -

have begun incorporating global link
information into their curricula..
Miragliotta said her 5th graders at
Northeast School used classroom
. computers to'do research class projects
on World War I and to ask questions of
speakers, including
former-president George Bush.

L
Though many of the children and

teachers have desire andithe ability to use
the Internet on a daily basis, physically
wiring aging buildings for the 2lst
century has been a probl lém in Momclalr
school officials said.

Like many districts around the state,
Montclair had to find creative ways to
thread wires through structures build for
another era.

"Some of the bunldmgs are old. We've
had to go through the jattic and drop
ceilings and use moldings to cover the
wire," Miragliotta said. Debby Miller, a

computer programmer with two children
attending Montclair schools, said she and
other parents volunteered to do the
wiring grunt work because they felt their

" children were getting an incomplete

education without the Intcrnet in their
classrooms. , .
Although her children, Sarah and Alex

-Minkoff, ages 9 and 6, already use their
‘home computer to access the Internet, -

Miller said other students  without’
home-access may be slipping behind.

All wired up for the Intemet in
Montclalrl

Houston Chromcle '
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Remstatmg student status zmportant

By JOANN ZUnIGA
Staff .
COMMUNITY forums held by the U.S.
[mmigration and Naturalization Service
- have brought up a multitude of questions
regarding the lllegal Immigration Reform
and Immigrant Responsnbxhty Act of
1996.

One of the latest questions dealt with

foreign students who stop attending

school and how they may prevent any
immigration problems by reinstating
their status and returning to school.

“Kent Miller of the
Education Institute said he has seen the
beginning of a pattern where students are
interested in registering for;school again
after their student status had lapsed. .

~ ""Students are definitely doing the

right thing going back to school, but they

need to ask INS to reinstateitheir status,
Miller said. -

Medical reasons or dire financial
conditions can be valid iexcusés for
students having allowed their school

attendance to lapse, said Houston's acting

Bilingual -

INS dlsmct director Richard Cravener.

Miller said once INS reinstates student
status, he recommends that students meet
attendance and other educational
requirements.

""The worst thing a student can do is
leave the country without trying to
reinstate {student status}; they won't be
allowed to return to the United States for |
up to 10 years," Miller said.

The forums include officials,
advocates and lawyers dealing with
immigration. W - '

Los Angeles Tlmes
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Head Lice Gettmg Ahead of T reatments,

Officials Fear

Health: Outbreaks of the parasites are mcrez‘ismg amid concern that they are
developing resistance to medications.

By DAVID COLKER; TINA NGUYEN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

At one Irvine school, the situation was

lousier last fall than ever before—37
students and a teacher found with head
lice, as opposed to the usual fewer than
10 cases in an entire school year.

And some of the cases seemed

especially hard to cure. One Irvine

student's problem was so perpetual that
he missed 25 school days.

"Soine kids keep coming back with,

lice,” said school district nurse Sally
Valentine, “and their parents are
apparently religiously trying to treat the
situation.”

The latest word from the public. health )

front offers little comfort to school
officials, Ordinary head lice] may be
turning into "super lice.," developing

_resistance to over-the-counter treatments

that are parents’ chief weapon aéainst the
repulsive bloodsuckers.
This might explain why head lice

- medical

. infestations—which med:ca historians

trace back at least 9,000 years-—-seem o
be on the upsurge.

.. "I'd say there is a definite increase,”

said Dr. Vicki Kramer with the California
Department of Health Services, who

" deals with public schools and health

departments on head lice.
"I'd say we have a 20- t0 30% increase .-

in the number of calls in the last year.”
Kramer believes resistance—the

term for this type of



By JUNE KRONHOLZ
am:f Reparter of THE WaLt. STREET JOURNAL

Alice Deal Junior High School in affluent

northwest Washington, D.C., plugged into

the Internet three years ago, well ahead of

. President Clinton's campaign injunction to

wire the nation's schools to the future.

How has the Internet changed educa-

tion at Alice Deal? Not very much, it turns
out. And the same is true in most of the na-
tion’s schools, where few teachers have
vet integrated the Internet into their les-
son plans. The hurdles.are towering—and
go well beyond the nutSoand bolts job of
hard-wiring.

At Alice Deal, the telephone system is
50 overburdened that it has lines to con-
nect only two computers to the Internet—
and the teacher who presides over one line
doesn't use-it. The school system installed
‘a closet-sized modem to bypass the phone
lines and connect every class to the Inter-
net and 1o each other, but hasn't appropri-
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Gettmg Wired, U.S. Schools Face Steep

Leammg Curve

days.” With such public-private coopera-
tion, the U.S. Department of Education
is optimistic that the plan to. wire ail
schools by 2000 is achievable, ‘
But older schoo! buildings, especially
pose enormous challenges. To extensive-
lv rewire, Alice Deal in Washington
needs specialized electricians with huge
drill bits to cut through its concrete floors
and 3-foot-thick walls; it has ne money in
the budget for such experts. Its phone
system is another liability. Some vears
back, when then-President George Bush
visited, the Secret Service strung new
telephone trunk lines into the school.
That should have solved the school's
problems, hut then the Secret Service
rolled up the lines and took them-away.
Asbestos insulation is another compli-

ated funds to wire the ‘classes to the , .| ‘cating factor in older schoolhouses. b
modem. The school has 150 computers, but - : Many schools have to hire special as-

they include Commodores and Apple les ' : bestos-abatement teams to work along-

"old as dust,” says sacial-studies teacher ‘side electricians during wiring.

Doris Williams}, and most of them can’t ) - A more serious question is what to do

talk to one 3“9?“" - ’ _ .| with the Internet in class. Students can

So Mrs. Williams, computer-trained and V access libraries and museums around the
technology-ready. isn't using the Internet in : : world and summon up mountains of peri-
class. "l didn't want to do anything I didn't ‘ odicals and abstracts—but much of that
hdve the technology to use,” she says. o : data is available on CD-ROMs and soft-

The president wants to spend S2 billion ‘ ware at less cost. school librarians say.
over the next five years—$425 million next “[It's ot the access to materials that
year alone—to wire every school. It's easy will make a difference” in education. ar-
to see why: C " gues Nora Sabelli of the National Science

Eighth-graders in Bayonne NJ pull down National Foundation. {The Net's. main value, she says. will be
Aeronautics and Space Agimmxstranpn satetlite images “breaking the isolation of the classroom™ by allowing
that show the Gulf Stream's meanderings. On a National children to talk to experts, exchange ideas and tap into

> Science Foundation Web site, grade-schoolers can “Ask real-time information.
Dr. Math abcti{ the complexities of numbers (*is infini- First. however, teachers must get up to speed. Two-
ty odd or even? a student named Tracy wondered re-  nirgs of the money being spent on classroom technology
cently). And high school astronomy students in Alexan- now-goes for hardware, whilé only 5% is spent on train-
dria, Va., use the Internet to transmit instructions that . ing. QOnly 18 states require new teachers to have any tech-
aim the teleSCODe at Callfomla S MOum Wilson Obsewa' no'ogy tra!nlng and Only flve reqnlre veterans (o ¢com-
tory, which then relays back images of the night sky. plete such classes

These experiments, however, are more the exception. At Winston Churchill High School in Potomac: Md..
than the rule—for lots of reasons.. Only about haif the na- teachers attend after-school and summer computer
tion’s teachers have had any training in technology and : v o

e OgUuN classes. And to stay current, they consuita
dppl\emg it in the classroom. Theugh two-thirds of U.S. panel of student computer advisors. Alice
schools claim to have access to the Internet, that usuaily = ‘Deal's computer teacher Donna Mason

© means a single telephone line connected to a.couple of com- scours foundations for training money—
‘puters in the library. Today, the most common classroom and then uses her.lunch hour to coach
use of the Internet, students tell polisters, is “browsing." colleagues.

Then there's cost. Public schools will spend about $4 : Using a National Science Foundanon
billion on technology this year. But equipping schools . grant, Stevens Institute of Technology in |
with one computer for every five students—a generally | Hoboken is helping some New Jersey
accepted optimum-—plus connecting to the Internet, - schools develop an on-line curriculum and
training teachers and buying software would cost 5109 | s training teachers to use it. But for a
billion over 10 years, McKinsey & Co. estimated in a 1995 school trying 1o g0 it alone, the Internet
report. Even if President Clinton's Internet plan sails ‘ can be bewildering.
through Congressional budget review, the outlay will fall - Web sites come and go. making most

far short of this sum. * | too unreliable to use in class — “not like a

In states like California and Massa- library. where you're [airly sure the
chusetts, platoons of volunteers are L book will still be there tomorrow." says
wiring schools in much-publicized “"Net- - o ) . More. . .




G‘etting Wired

John Dell, a physics teacher at Thomas
Jefferson High Schoot for Science and
Technology in Alexandria. Va. Real-time
information like satellite images takes
several minutes to receive — too slow for a
50-minute class. Nor can information be
authenticated: “You can have every kind
" of crank point of view,” adds Mr. Dell.
The government underwrites some of
the best educational Web sites. Textbook
and educational software publishers are
only now beginning to develop Internet

continu’ed. ..

sarily gibe with school curricula. Learning
Co. is putting up a Web site called
MayaQuest that will follow record-break-
ing bicyclist and explorer Dan Buetner as
he visits South American archeologwal
sites. The company readily concedes that
Mayan culture'isn't a core subject at most
schools.

For some parents who have made
mediocre schools a hot political lSSUE the
[nternet may seem like an expenswe_mll.

curricula. But these programs don't neces-

Even as children travel eleztronicaily to
volcanic islands and barrier reefs, pareits
are demanding something quite different
from schools: more emphasis on basic
skills.

So far, no one has figured out how
to teach reading, writing and math on
the Internet; those fundamentals still
require teachers. Yet the Internet can rein-
force basic skills and inspire — giving chil-
dren a reason why they want to read,"”
says J. Michael Williamson, a whalc re-
searcher at-Wheelock College in Boston
who chats with kids on the Web- site
WhaleNet.
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Teachers union stres
~Says emphaﬂs on ]ob training un

" By Carol Innerst
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

School-to-Work programs fail.
when they emphasize narrowly fo-
cused vocational training pro-
grams -and minimize academic
achievement, the American Feder-
ation of Teachers asserts in a re-
port issued yesterday.

Jumping into an ongoing debate
over a contentious piece of federal
legislation, the 925,000-member
union spoke with 40 school author-
ities and visited five after the en-
actment of the 1994 National
Schooi-to-Work Opportunities Act
spurred the growth of School-to-
Work programs in the states.

“We didn't find one program we
felt we could put on a pedestal and
say, ‘Replicate it, " said Dawn
Krusemark, senior associate in the
AFT’s educational issues depart-
ment and lead author of “Reaching
the Next Step.” “We found schools
with pieces of quality programs.”

The universal shortcoming in
the AFT’s eyes was “a lack of high
standards — too many kids not be-
ing asked to do rigorous course
work,” Miss Krusemark said.

“We need a new way.of thinking
abotit this issue,” said Edward J.
McElroy, the union’s secretary-

treasurer, who called fora “school-
to-career” approach that requires
students to meet rigorous aca-
demic standards.

ses academics
dermines federal program

“We're preparing students for

careers, and their work will"

change over time,” he sald “That’s
why a good school-to- career pro-
gram should provide a solid aca-
demic foundation. It glves students
more options: college, trammg, or
entry into the work forcl:e o

It will take more than higher
standards to get some| conserva-
tives on board the STW train.
Many see the legislation as part of
a managed-economy ]and data-
collecting network that threatens
Americans’ freedom ofjchoice and
privacy.

“I've always supported voca-
tional education as 1ong as it’s lo-
cally managed and run but the
federal STW Opportunmes Act
gives the secretaries of education
and labor the authority to issue
whatever procedures,| guidelines
and regulatlons are needed to en-
force the act,” said Rep. Henry J.
Hyde, Illinois Republican. “What
it means is unlmuted|federahza-
tion of education. Nobody knows
what it’s going to cost.”,

At a Feb. 12 education confer-
ence on Capitol Hill hosted by Mr.

*)

Hyde, Michigan state Rep. Harold
Voorhees cited differences. be-
tween a traditional ‘“academic”
education and the STW plan to
“train” students, then track them
into jobs selected by economlc
planners.

“Vocational education will ‘be
the only education system because
students will need a certificate of
initial mastery to get a job," said
Joe Esposito, a self-employed con-
tractor in Tulsa who has become an
anti-STW activist.

There are now an estimated
500,000 students at 1,800 schools

.involved in STW programs, with

work-based workshops at 135,000
businesses. Thirty-seven states get
federal money to implement pro-
grams; the rest develop their own.

“We do not want STW programs
detracting from the academics,”
Miss Krusemark said. “We want
them to motivate students to do
better at academics.

“Some students are disengaged
at school,” she said, “and this way
of teaching kids, whether integrat-
ing academics with a vocational
program or bringing vocational .
examples into the classroom, helps
kids understand why they are
learning the academics. Learning -
for the sake of learmng is not
enough for some kids.”



Survey tracks
the Net gains
in schools

across nation

By Martha Woodall
BN iRFR\Ml—F\&RITER
hile half the nation’s schools have
access to the Internet. only 134
percent of educators believe it
. helps Students achieve better re-
sults in their academic subjects, according
10 a new survey.

The - \Iatronal Survey of Internet Usage:
Grades 3-12." released last week, reported
that 45 percent of the educators surveyed
pelieve the Internet motivates students 10
learn. But 81 percent said information on
the Net needs to be better organized and
tied more directly to curriculum and text-

“wooks if Internet usage is going to boost stu-
dent test scores.

The questionnaire was distributed to 6,000
teachers, computer coordinators and librar-
ians in December by Market Data Retrieval,

a Connecticut infor-
mation firm thatisa .

_ division of the Pun
& Bradstreet Corp.
The survey was un-
dertaken in coopera-
“tion with Education
Market Research, a
company that does
market - research.
Fleven percent of
the questionnaires
were returned.

Kathleen Brant-
ley, product man-
ager at Market Data
Retrievak which has
been " tracking
school technology
trends fox 15 years,
said the survey was
intended primarily’
to inform textbook
publishers and soft-
ware manufacturers which educators were

using the Internet and how. .

Among the other key findings:

e Instructional use of the Internet is highest
" in the Northeast (51.4 percent) and lowest

in the South {about 30 percent).

® Most students with access to the Internet

at school (76.5 percent) use it once a week

or more.
. Teachers in grades three through | five use

the Internet just as frequently as those in - »

high schools.
® Seventy-six percent of the educators say

f

: . Bt
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the Internet is a useful tool for research,
and S3.4 percent say it's useful for connect-

" ing students to the real world.

® On average, school§ wrth Internet access
have had it for 11 montHs and can access the
Net from 5.4 terminals.| .

® Most educators (85.5 percent) say a short-
age of computers, modems and phone lines
limits Internet usage by teachers and stu-
dents.

® A lack of training for teachers was cited
by 80.5 percent as another obstac e to Inter-
net use.

Brantley said that while the survey -mak-
ers had no preconcetved notions about how
teachers were using the Internet before be-
ginning the survey, they were surprised by
the high Internet usage ‘reported in third-
through fifth-grade classrooms.

“There is a tendency to think that high
schools have more access " she said.

But even small elementary schools, such
as the Oak Lane Day(School in Blue Bell,
which has 140 students, have found that the
Internet offers learning opportunities for
young rntldren At Oak Lane, which has’ had
access. Since September 995, youngsters
have turned to the Internet to
gather 1nfom;atlon about women
mathematicians, to research their
own family fgenealogy and to ex-
change environmental information
with students around the world.

“It has been tremendously help-
ful,” said |Lauren Deane, the
school’s media specialist.

Because Oak Lane is linked to the
Internet vta'a single modem in the
media center Deane uses software
that enables her to download infor-
mation from the Web so teachers
! can use it on their classroom com-

puters. .

The children will
show some of their
work to parents and
community; residents
on Saturday, at what
the school] is calling

- “The Virtual Gallery:

A Kids Technology

Expo.”

Market Data’s Brant-
ley said survey takers
also were a bit startled
to find that only 134

- percent of teachers

with access to the Internet believe

usage tmproves students’ academic

performance. Brantley suspects that
that “mlght be a factor of the new-
ness of the technology.” -

For example despite the empnasm
that has been placed on educational
usage of the Internet since Presi-
dent Clmton announced his tech-
nology llteracy challenge .a year’
ago, 40 percent of the respondents
said their|schools have been linked

. for less than six months.

23

That's certainly the case at
Cherry Hill High Scheol West. It
gained Internet access using high-

“speed T-1 lines at 16 workstations in

September.

Denise Wiltsee, the school's media
specialist, said 'it’s just too early to.
tell" how Internat usage by students
is affecting their academic perform-
ance. But, she said, the Internet
clearly is changing their views to-

"ward research projects.

“What 1 have observed here s
that ‘research using the Internet! is
not a chore to students the way
some see with books or magazmes

“she said. "There is an attitudinal

change to the whole process.”

Wiltsee said the biggest challenge-
for educators is ensuring that stu-
dents apply their critical thinking
skills when they evaluate material
found on the World Wide Web. She
reminds. them that just because
something has been put up on the
Web does not mean it’s true.

The Internet’s motivational pow-
ers were witnessed by Mike Craig, a

‘math teacher at Bensalem High’

School, who followed a six-week In-
‘ternet project in a colleague's math
class for his thesis. He observed as
fellow teacher Susan Cantwel] used
-a virtual travel agency
project with a math
class of at-risk students
who do not enjoy
school and do not plan

to attend college.

The students turned
to the I[nternet to
gather weather statis-
tics and other informa-
tion about selected
travel | destinations,
which they displayed
on spreadsheets and

analyzed. 3 _

“Their grades overall dufing this .
project were much better,” said -
Craig, who will describe the find-
ings in the thesis he's writing for a
master’s degree in educational tech-
nology at Chestnut Hill College.

During the project. he said,
Cantwell’s class met in a computer
lab. Although there was a single mo-
dem with Internet access and stu-
dents had to take turns, Craig said
attendance improved.

“While they were using the Inter
net, there was much more of a {
cus,” he said. . ]

When the project was completed,
and the students returned to their
classroom and textbook-based les-
sons, attendance dropped.
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Computers allow a v1rtual

shift in higher ]

" By Mary Beth Marklein
USA TODAY

Nursing professor Sheila Engle-
bardt wanted to make life easier for
her graduate students, many of them
adults juggling school, family and
work. So besides coming to her Tues
day night class last semester at the
University of North Carolina at Cha-
pel Hill, students could reach her by
e-mail, contribute to an ongoing on-
line class discussion and use the
World Wide Web as a textbook.

That’s just the start, says Engle-
bardt, who's convinced “the sky's the
limit” in electronic education.

Elsewhere on campus, a chemis

" try course is being beamed across
the state. A language professor’s soft-
ware helps students write and com-
prehend Frénch. And a master’s pro-
gram for public heaith officials will
go on line next fall.

Like colieges nationwide, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina is counting
on technology to reach more people
more efficiently and effectively.

But forays into virtual universities
don’t stop there.

» The most ambitious endeavor is
the Western Governors University,
being developed by 13 states, which
will operate entirely in cyberspace.
The vision of two governors at a

1995 conference in Utah, the univer-

sity ultimately will deliver degrees
using technology that reaches peopie
anywhere in the world.-

» The nonprofit Alfred P. Sloan
Foundation in New York has
pumped more than $15 million into
campus-based projects around the

country to explore “asynchronous -

learning networks” that let anyone
with a computer and modem take
courses anywhere, any time. None of
the interaction between student and
instructor will have to take place at
the same time.

4 anate ventures. enclude a re-
cently launched computer network

by Sylvan Learning Centers and MCI-

that will offer courses for| coliege
- credit, continuing education and pro-
fessional training.

» And IBM has signed on| with 35
schools in the USA and worldwide to
pilot a “global campus” in whlch stu-
dents register for and take classes
through computer networks!

For years, colleges have moneer
ed the work of delivering education
electronically, either over me Inter-
net or with two-way video hookups
Distance learning now accounts for
20% of college instruction, says Pat-

rick Portway of the United States
Distance Learning Association in
Livermore, Calif.

But expansion has quickened in
recent years, pushed partly by a host
of practical considerations.

Western states, for instance, pro-
ject a 30% increase’ in co llege-age
students over the next 510 years.
With funds tight, the govemors want
to accommodate more studems with-

out spendmg more money on new

campuses or buildings. |
Another motivation is ghe seem-

ingly endless demands on today's’

workers, who “in this information

economy are lifelong learners,” says
Burks Oakley II, associate director of
a Sican-funded project at r.he Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana(:hampaxgn

No one's saying tradmonal under- -

graduate programs will dxsappear
“It's like watching a football gamne,’

says Michael Hooker, the chancellor
at Chapel Hill. “Nobody would argue
that you can see a game better from

the stadium than you can from TV,

but there's something about being
there that has appeal.” ‘f
Similarly, he says, “For 18 to 22-
year-oids, so much of the value isin
the inteilectual ambience on campus

earning

rather than the classroom. But how -

important that element is when you
want to learn rather than have an ex-
perience is an interesting question.”

For those people, the control room
replaces the classroom as the vital
link to their education,

When students no longer must go
somewhere to be educated, the cred-
its they accumulate for the hours
spent in the classroom become
meaningless. “The only thing that
really counts is, ‘What do you know

. atthe end?" ” says Peter Ewell of the

nonprofit National Center for Higher
Education Management Systems in

Boulder, Colo.
That creates an opportunity to
base achievemnent not on completing
.a course but on acquiring competen-
Cy. Architects of the governors’ plan
envision students — they’ll be called
“clients” — taking more control of
their learning, even designing their

- curriculums, And when that hap-

pens, some theorize, educators wxll
be held more accountable.

It's “pushing colieges to improve
their teechmg and learning environ-_
ment,” says Sally Johnstone, director
of the Western Cooperative for Edu-
cational Telecormnmunications in

Boulder, Colo.

»Standards of quality will have to
be redefined, too. Long-standing
measures like the number of books
in the campus library seem almost
quaint. “Now it's got to be access to
information,” says Steven Crow, dep-
uty director of the North Central As-
sociation of Colleges and Schoots in
Chicago, one of the regional groups
that accredit colleges.

More. ..
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,/ ¢ SMt ln h.lgher leamlng continued...

A more immediate concern is

. showing faculty, routinely men-

tioned as a key source of resistance,

how to adapt. Many pioneers in the
virtual concept see the role of faculty

- changing from one of imparting

knowledge to one of helping students

make sense of all the information

. availabie to them.

Not everyone welcomes such
change.

“If you're trying to eliminate (the:
facuity's) role in teaching defining
and controiling subject matter,
you've spelled the end to university

USA TODAY - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 181996 -

education,” says Kenneth Ashworth
commissioner of. the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board

Even fans have wom&s Engle-
bardt is developing a course to be of-

" fered entirely on line, but [she says

earning a degree that way is too
much. “Human contact is |very im-
portant,” she says.

Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt, one of the
prime backers of the goveqnors uni-
versity, encourages the feedback.

“This process needs critics,” he
says. But change is afoot, he warns,
and colleges -either have 0 be in
front of it or et rolled over by it”

P-7D

On-line university faces uphill battle

Much of the technology virtual
university visionaries are counting
on doesn't exist yet.

" But it will, says Utah Gov. Mike
Leavitt, who with Colorado Gov.
Roy Romer announced plans last
fali for a Western Governors Uni-
versity. More pressing concerns,
he says, are regulauons bureau-
cracy and fear.

The university's debut in late
1997 will be modest, offering an
electronic catalog to help people

find on-line courses at existing in-.

stitutions.
Degree programs come later.
But there’ll never be a campus.
Students who wait academic or fi-

nancial aid counseling could go on
line, call toll-free or visit a learning
center in pamc:paung states.

Challenges remain, including

» Money. Each of the 13 partici-
pating governors has committed-
$100,000, and private, ‘and nonprof-
it groups have denated funds and
services. But planners say they

need even more money — the cat-

alog could cost §10 rmlhon

» Accreditation. Accrediting
bodies, which are |regional and
usually deal with state issues, will
have to make changes when geo-
graphic boundaries disappear.

» Copyright lssues. As courses
g0 on line and software is devel-

oped, copyright issues will emerge.

» Financial ald. Federal and
state laws on student eligibility for
financial aid and in- and out-of-
state tuition need to be ironed out

» Competency-based assess-
ment. The issue raises questions
among academics, especially if in-
dustry would help define terms, an

idea the governors are consider-.

Ing 4

“If it's solely determined by
business or corporate leaders, the
emphasis will be on vocational
training rather than critical think-
ing” says Iris Molotsky, spokes
woman for the American Associa-

~ uoﬂ' of University Professors.
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By Dennis Kelly
USA TODAY

The move toward virtual
universities — schools where
faculty deliver education over
computer networks - moves
another step ahead today with
a new service offered. by IBM.

Big Blue is announcing the

start-up of IBM Global Campus,
through which it will market

technology and expertise to.

. help colleges put their courses
on line. Global Campus will al-
low students to register, apply
for financial aid and get aca-
demic counse'lmg, all on line.
The company says it has. al-
ready enrolled more than 30

colleges or university systems

to pilot the project, including
the entire 23-campus Califor-

. nia State University systemw..

The list includes 11 in countries
such as Brazil, Canada, Mexico
and Australia.

Distance learning — deliv-
ery of education through com-
puters or cable TV — has been
soaring for years as colleges
have expanded their reach to
students unable to come onto a
campus for various reasons.
Patrick Portway, executive di-
rector of the United States Dis-

2 ftD

IBM to help college{s expand

tance Association in
vaermore, Calif., estimates

. 20% sof higher education takes

plaoe this way now.

The significance of 'IBM’s
move, he says, is that it makes
startiup easier for schools that
lackf expertise or face other

- lm‘utauom.

For instance, Cal State’s ex-
ecutive vice chancellor, Molly
Corbett Broad, says the sys-

‘T@?AM 14

cybercammses

tem's existing computer net-
works “are overburdened.”
David Merkowitz of the
American Council on Educa-
tion says there are still unan-
swered questions about dis
tance learning, including
quahty control and student test-
ing. Still, he says, the IBM
move “is a signal that they see
a market out there. But where
it goes is still a little uncertain.”
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Students
county =--_
‘computers and the Internet under-a $4 milli
technology grant awarded to the s

School District,

and reszdenta in National City -
and other South Bay communities. will have access to

the poorest city in the

on-U.§. Department of
aeetwater Union High

The money will be distributed over five years and will be used to

train all 1,300 district teachers, ‘provide

each with multimedia’

computers and put computers and Internet access into the hands of

South Bay residents.

" Students will have - computer and Internet access in the classroom.

They will be able to go to the public libra
get homework assignments. Parents will be a
. Cormmunity members can access city schedules
applications. And professionals will be abl
questions,
"This is 'an example of a whole community co
future and its chlldren," said Mario Moreno

‘"We need to build bridges of learning betwe
" businesses," Moreno said. . "Sweetwater was
"floating up to the top" of -the application
* The grant, the Advanced Curriculum through
announced Wednesday by federal representati
the 30,000- student district.»_

live .from anywhere in the world.

£

Fechnology

Ly or community center and
ble to e-mail teachers.

, .permits and -job...

e to. answer students

ming together around its .
s assistant secretary of ..
homes and .
he ‘shining star that kept
process. .

en schools,

{ACT) Now!, was:A
ves and administrators in

Sweetwater and Berkeley Unified were the o
and among the 24 in the nation to 'receive t
.Challenge Grants this year The. Education D
grants last year.
During the five years, the district's two' j
high school and the adult school in Nationa
greatest beneficiaries with a core of. teach
other teachers from’ the schools.

1,

nly districts in the state
he $23 million in federal
epartment awarded 19 .

.

unior: high schools, 1ts
1:City will be the

ers béing trained.to teach.

.n'

'Those'attending the academy will receive computers and produce lesson

lessons will be -available- for distribution
«district, similar to a.program run for seve
Union ngh School District.“

"In. the second year' of the grant, the dlstrl
community centers includlng the Natlonal ci
New Beginning Family Resource’ Center based
School. :

gy in all: subjects. Those
throughout the Sweetwater
ral years by the Grossmont

ét will put computezs in
ty Public Library and the
at Kimball ‘Elementary

Lo
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By year three, students in National City schools will be developlng
multimedia portfolios to reflect what tﬁey are 'learning and they w;ll
be making student presentations over thd Internet, a skill all
,students will .need, district officials said. -

"It's been said that the art of teaching|is the art of assisting
" discovery," said board president Steve Hogan. "Technology is the
‘tool of choice for discovery, but only ;f we have that tool and

integrate it into the curriculum.

“This kind of commitment to technology means every student, every
classroom, every teacher, every campus willl benefit, " Hogan said.

B

In the final year of the grant, district admlnlstrators envision all
area schools, regional llbrarxes, communlty health centers and public
offices hav;ng access to the Sweetwater network and to the world.

Federal education representatlves sazd that with access to the best
museums and libraries, the most learned profess;onals in their fields
and information on anything available on-line, all residents can
continue the quest of being llfe-long learners. ,

0.
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DISTRICT 108 WILL USE HONIEG TO PLUG INTO

PEKIN SCHOOLS TO GET $3.49 xxnnxos GRANT; C;E:L’7
Inwznuxr INFORMATION '

'by Omar gsofradsija

PEKIN--Instead of relying solely on :he tried~and-true way cf

. learning civics through a book, students and teachers in Pekin will.
have almost $3.5 million over five years co figu:e out how tc do

‘the same thing using the Internet ‘

. U.S. Department of Education offxcxals today will award Pekin

Grade School District 108 a $3.49 million |grant, aimed at
broadening civics education and improving |community discourse wi:h
computer networks and other technology.
- The district is ocne of 24 school systems nationwide recently

picked by federal officials to divvy up 323 million in grant money
in hopes of creating model programs in the education department's
Challenge Grants for Technelogy in ldueetﬂon Lnitietlve

"We're looking at the classreoma not beinq bound by the walls of
the classroom, or the clock," distric: Assistant Supexxntendent
Chuck Bowen said Tuesday.

The federal dollars are earmarked for the district to fully
implement an Internet-based social studiee program, dubbed Learning
Community 2000, for elementary and high school students wzthin a
f;ve-year time f:ame, Bowen said.

Almost $2 9 million ‘will pay for equipment 1ncluding leptop
. computers that students can take home with them with most of the

‘-‘balance going to staff salary and development costs, district

finance director Guy Cehill said.

"District cofficials credited their own Global Connections ZOGG
program with clinching the bid. That: proq:em will electronically
connect Pekin schools with the city's libra:y, the Dirksen
Congressional Research Center, the Inte:net and other ?ekin
institutions and homes next yea:.

" Also aiding Pekin's bid was the Di:ksen Ceatez s plan to create
an electronic information clearinghoyse end strong backing from
Global Connectionl‘ business parcnezs. 1ncluding IEM, officials )
said. , :

"We had the infrastructure. We had the content. We had the
staff. If any one of those three elements was missing, we wouldn't
have gotten this (grant),” Cahill said. o o

To start the Learning Community plan, the district hopes to
xntroduce its new social studies program to about 40 classes
ranging from kindergerten through the eighth grade--in the 1997-98
school year, Bowen. seid. ‘ oo

More...




PEORIA, continued...

Officials»hope the lessons learned will exceed tbe progtam's

initial scope. "The kind of thinking we're looking at will go
beyond social studies. We're looking at a new way of keeping school
in an electronzcally sophisticated lea:nznq environment." Bowen
said. :

‘The GlcbalAConnectidns program will serve as a platform for
that. "This allows us to put some content out on that .
infrastructure. We're tryznq to make it a two- &ay street, " Cahill
said.

That infrastructure also will be accessible to Pekin ;esidents,
via phone and cable telav;sxon lines. . L ' ’

"This is a medium upon which a community can'iﬁtetact with one
another," Cahill said. "It provides an. opportunity to train the
non:zaditxonal student i.e., the lifelonq lea:ne:.

The only other Illinois grant winner’ was Kirby 5chool District
+ 140 in Tinley Park, located in suburban Chicago.
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HOOLS 'INTO WORLD OF. TECHNOLOGY o
MOSELEY BRAUN DELIVERS. FIRST INSTALLMENT IN

5-YEAR PROJECT

BYLlNE: By Julie Deardorff, Tribune Staff- W

BODY :

riter.

Elghth grade teacher Nadine Spear just could not resist Chldlng J.s. Sen
Carol Moseley-Braun as the two shook hands Wednesday in the crowded gymna31um at
Prairie View Junior 'High School in Tinley Park ' :

Moments after Moseley Braun had presented Kirby School DlStrlCt 140 with an

$853,871 oversized cardboard check as part of a $4 mllllon,
Challenge Grant Award from the U.S. Departmént of Education,
informed her it was maderut to phe‘wrong party.

"The teachers are the ones who know what

teaches at Grissom Junior High School in Tinley Park.

it. And the kids will be involved

~ Chances are students will be involved a great deal.

five-year
Spear lightly

to do with it," said Spear, who
“The teachers wlll apply

whether they 1like it or not.

That is, especially if -

the grant money is used as planned for-a pro;ect called Reality-based Learning,

‘which has students and . teachers from severa
trying to solve real- world problems
partnerships between business,
higher educaticn officials. '

students,

The Illinois Department of Natural Resou
the schools by having students .gather data
1ntegrate that into the currlculum

““The rungs on the ladderfof opportunity
classroom, both for individuals and for our
said to the audience of students, parents a

include compucers and information technology.

not reflect this new reality."

Kirby and Pekin Public School District 108,
Illinois school districts to win the grant money,

1 ‘schools acting as consultants ;

The. pro]ects will be’ generated chrough
teachers,

government, communlty and

rces, for example, may team up with
about the ecosystem Teachers would

in America are crafted in the’
collective economy," Moseley-Braun
nd teachers. "Today's ladders must
Many of our schools, however, do

near Peoria, were the only two
which totaled $23 million and

'went to a total of 24 school dlstrlcts nationwide.

The‘consortium of schOOIS'cnat will”rece
grant, in addition to Prairie View and Gris

som,
Oak Lawn, Congress Park School District 102

ive money through_the Kirby district
include Shepard High School in
in La Grange, Neal School in'North
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Chicago, Morgan School in Bluffs, Mt. Carmel high“Schoel in Mt. Carmel, Whittisr:
School°in~€hicago, Lepertown‘School in Bureau, and’Braceville School in :
Braceville. = . ‘

Kirby earned the grant because of dlSCrlCC support and a strong group of
teachers who began worklng toward lncorporatung technology into the middle
-school six years ago. Spear and another Grlssom teacher, ROn Knop, began
spendlng their summers taklng classes at Argonne and working WLCh the National
Science Foundatlon

They soon were joined by teachers from Prairie‘view: Linda Murray, Mary
pDudash, Michelle ‘Oseseck and Lisa Judds. By the end, a group of eight worked on
developing the grant which is for teachers .as well as students. . :

. "I've gone to classes and found only a small percentage of teachers are
~familiar with technology,f said Murray, a 7tp grade science teacher at Prairie
View. "We need to. swallow our ego and allow kids to go with the flow. If we have
the skills, we can all go forward together" in learning about technology.

»Moseley-Braun was greeted at the front door by seven‘student coqncil members
and honor students. Before the senator entered, 12-year-old Amanda Frey pinned a
yellow carnation on Moseley—Braun's jacket;’

"I think the grant 1is great 1f it gives us better technology so we can have
computers and the Internet,” said Amanda, a! 7th grader.

GRAPHIC: PHOTOS 2PHOTO: Sen. Carol Moseley ?raun greets students at an assembly.
to announce District 140 is the recipient of a $853,871 ‘grant. PHOTO Elghth

grader Joe Dance of the School District 140 Symphonic Band turns hlS ear toward
. the senator. ‘Tribuné’ photos by Walter Neal
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The Kansas City and Independence school d;strlcts have received
lucrative federal grants to enhance technology in the classroom
beatlng Qut hundreds of other dlStrlCtS

The Kansas City district will head a team of 11 districts that

. was awarded $ 3.2 million over five years to explore the Oregon and
Santa Fe Trails wvia technoldgy The Independence district won $ 1.9
million over five years to work with the Harry S. Trumarn lerary to
put orlglnal resource documents on- llne

"I salute the Kansas City district on this extracrdinary- C
honor," Rep. Karen McCarthy said Wednesday in presenting the U.S.
Department of Education Challenge Grant to|district officials.

McCarthy later appeared atc a celebration_in Independence."
- ¢

. The two dlstrlcts were among 24 wznnxng groups of dlstrlcts out
~of 586 applicants.

‘ The Kansas Clty School District will work. with'St. Ann's .
Elementary, a Catholic school in Independence, ‘and with schools in
the Center district; Lawrence;. Kearney,‘Neb Maxwell, Neb.; Boise,
Idaho; North Powder, Ore.; Baker City, Ore.; Morris Couhty, .Kan.; and
the Cherow School District in Colorado. o

Students in the districts will work with universities, museums,
historical groups and the public to conduct on-site and on-line
‘research on the westward expansion tralls They will communicate
their dlscoverles by computer ’ ’

Greg Harlan, primary author of the grant, .said the money will pay
for computers, teacher training and evaluating the program's effect-
on student achievement. He said many schools were chosen because they
have a strong vision for the use of technology but- lack funds.

In Independence, "Pro;ect Whlstle Stop“ at the Truman Library
eventually will glve students all over - the country ‘access to
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historical documents. ‘ : S A ", 25 :
Educators from Blue Springs, Lee S Summlt and pPlatte County R-3

districts will help Independence develop a currleulum usxng the

documents, and will maintainthe llbrary Web site. Other bu51nesses’
and educacors w111 be lnvolved in the project. .

"We felt that if we got more teachers involved it would give the

project a broader perspective," said Independenée Assistant
Superintendent Marcia Haskins, who ‘helped write |the grant reqguest.

LOAQ-DATE: October 03, 1996
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Four Nebraska school dlStrlCtS wxll share a $ 4.4 million federal grant to

. | .
buy compu;ers and train teachers on using Uechnology in the classroom.

" "We're just elated,™ said Dean Bergman, |lan administrator with the Nebraska
Department of Education, which helped get the grant. "It's going to have a

" tremendous impact." Teachers who receive training through the grant will train

teachers in districts across the state, Ber%man said. The grant money will be

awarded over five vyears, starting w1th the current school year.

5

The school districts sharing the grant are Seward, North Platce, Morrill and
Ainsworth. The drant money will be used to help all students in those districts
but is particularly targeted at Hispanic, IPd;an, low-income students and rural
students, said Ann Masters, a State Department of.Education administrator.

~ Nebraska's two state-run centers for juvenile offende}s, in Kearney and
Geneva, also will share in the grant. Each center has its own high school:

About half the grant will be used to train teachers on uSLng technology in "
‘the classroom.

"The technology doesn't do any good unless they (teachers) know how to
implement it in their 1nstructlon " said Marshall Adams, Seward superintendent.

Ms. Masters said the rest of the grant will be used to purchase computer
nardware and software and to pay for connections to the Internet. The aim will
be to use technology in teachlng all subjeca areas, from math and science to
hlstory and art.‘ i

The grant is among 23 awarded natlonally chrough the Federal Challenge Grant
program for technology There were 600 applicants across. the country.
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(Copyright 1996 Omaha Wor d-Herald Company)
*  Seward Public Schools will recenve a $4.3 million challenge
* grant from the U.S. Department of Education to develop the use of :
computer and Internet technology in the classroom.
Challenge grants are designed to help schools secure access to
the Internet and use other onlme and educanonal technology in the
classroom.

10607 * End of document.
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Twenty years from now, North Carolina will still be reapmg
* benefits from the Challenge Grant for Technology in Education that -
was awarded to a group of five school systen{s last week. With $4.9
-million in hand to introduce low-income chxldren to the Internet

and other state-of-the-art technology, local educators can make -

real progress at closing the divide between ni:h and poor students.

Guilford County, which spearheaded the pro;ect by writing the
grant application, will receive roughly $3 million from the U. S.
Department of Education over the next five Q/ea\rs (Schools in
Person, Stokes, Surry and Wilkes counties gnll share the balance.)
The award is more than a feather in the administration's cap. It's .

a real boon for the entire community. Our chﬂdren stand to Iearn
skills they'll be able to use the rest of their hves

In Gullford County, the money will be dn{xded among 20 schools
including inner city and rural facilities where the students are
unlikely to have access to a computer outside of the classroom. As
Schools Superintendent Jerry Weast said, thxs is significant
‘because poverty aﬁ‘ects youngsters education more than anythmg
else. :

In fact, the impact economic dxspanry has on education led
‘James Comer, a nationally recognized eddcatxon writer and professor
of child psychiatry at Yale, to criticize leafiers across the :
country. In his book, School Power, Comer noted that there has been
little effort to help students from dlsadvantaged families “keep

pace with scientific and technological development." '

So, along with the other obvious beneﬁts this grant

represents an important step toward improving the lives of students
who might not otherwise have had these opportunities.
. Numerous studies have already shown that computers are an




effective way of encouraging and developmg hteracy And through
computer literacy, many students here will dlSCOVé!’ interests they
never knew they had. That will help them become more prepared to
_enter the ever-changing job market, which already reqmres an
aptitude for technology.

- This grant puts more Guilford County students on the nght

track And not enough can be saxd for that. ‘

10607 * End of document. \
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(Copyright 1996) :
The U.S. Secretary of Education is Richard W / Riley.
His last name was nnsspelled in a front page story 'I'hursday
. (10/4/96) '

A U.S. Department of Educatxon grant will prov:de up to $3 million -

for technology and programs to help dnsadvantaged students in
‘_Gmlford County. B
The drive to make Guilford County Schools a leader in
computer-assisted education kicked into over{:lnve Wednesday.
The U.S. Department.of Education has awarded a $4.9 million
* Challenge Grarit for Technology in Educanon to a group of school
systems led by Guilford County. The money Wwill be used to introduce
low-income students to the Internet and CD- ROM technology, and to
create high-tech teaching tools. .
Guilford County will be the Jargest beneﬁcxary of the grant
- with between $2.6 million and $3 million going to 20 elementary
schools and to the system's technology center in Greensboro. The
remainder of the funds will be spread across 15 schools in Person,
Stokes; Surry and Wilkes counties. Prograrﬁs developed at the
. Guilford Schools technology center will be shared with the other
~ four school systems.
The grant is another feather in the. schoo% system s technology
hat. The use of computers and the information highway in the
classroom has been a major source of pnde for school officials. It
" has also garnered national attention and pralse for'the system.
"I think what made the difference, we've got a proven track
record," Superintendent Jerry Weast said. -

* Educators and government leaders from Washington and across the

Triad gathered in Greensboro Wednesday to announce the grant, one
of 24 worth a total of $23 million handed out by the Department of -
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Guilford County wrate the grant apphcatlon
counties that will receive money and w11 lbere
~out the funds.

for the five
sponsible for doling.

o

"This is a historic day," said Weast, presxdmg over the

‘ announcement which was made at the system'

s headquarters on North

. Eugene Street. The money will be used in urban and rural school
largely attended by children from low-income famlhes
"Poverty affects children," Weast said. "Poverty affects

children more than any other factor we know in the education

business."

The money will be paid out over ﬁve years. The first
installment of $1,152,475 was symbolically represented Wednesday
morning by a giant check signed by U.S. Secretary of Education
Richard Reilly. At Weast's urging, school ofﬁcxals and government
leaders took turns posing for pictures around the check. '
"It is an important and significant event for all of us," said

Joe Johnson, superintendent of Wilkes County|

Schools.

. Jackie Woods, representing the Department Iof‘ Education, said
Guilford County won the award because of the system's partnershxp

with business; it's eomrmtment to use the funds
* diversity gap" between rich and poor students;

to close "the = '
and its goal to help

poor-performing students catch up with their peers. L
- The grant will provide new computers and Intemet accesst020
elementary schools in Guilford County, mcludmg Washington
Elementary, where many of the students live in public housmg and
likely do not have computers, let alone Internet access, m theu'

homes, school officials said.
~ One of those students is 10-year-old Dimoni
recently got hooked on the Internet after fiddli
demonstration computer at Best Buy and acces
- Apollo 13, the aborted flight to the moon.
"I want to go to the moon some day," Dimoni
- standing in a computer lab at her school. "I wa
kid to go to the moon." '

que Hicklm, who
ng with a o
ssing a home page about

nique said while '
nt to be the ﬁrst ‘

Dimonique is hoping her aunt will buy her a computer for
Christmas, but most students at Washington Elementary will not find
computers under their Christmas trees, said. Da’.wn McAllister,
technology assistant at Washington Elementary

Thanks to the grant, more students like Dimonique will,

however, be able to use them at school. Now, lonly two computers at
Washington Elementary have Internet access and only a few have the -
ability to operate CD-ROMs which provlde videos and graphlcs a]ong

with text.

"With the Internet, children will have more access to the

world McAlllster said.
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Suzanne Babhr, a ﬁﬂh grade teacher at Washmgton Elementary, o ’ /'\ S '
believes many students will respond better to computers than they - ‘ "
will to books. Plus, the more her students use better technology,
the better they will feel about themselves.. They will thmk, "lf I
can work a computer, I'm smart," she said. :

- Over time, all participating schools will recewe new computers
connected to the Internet and be able to hold teleconferences with
other schools. However, a major part of the grant program will be

_ the work done at the Guilford County Schools Technology Center on
Prescott Street, said Michael Pamsh, the system's dnstance

' leammg coordinator.

" Among other things, the grant will provide funds for the
development of customized CD-ROMs that teachers can use in their -

. lesson plans to better reach students. For mstance a student from

L. .
a farming family can learn his algebra as it pertains to raising

. pigs, Parrish'said.  Also planned is an information network that

. will allow teachers across the state to share lesson plans, he said.

Weast said the grant will not change any of the appropriations
in the Guilford Schools' budget, but will save the county from

* applying new funds to computer technology down the road.

. RECIPIENT SCHOOLS
The followmg Guilford County Schools will receive new :
* computers and Internet access through a federal Challenge Grant for
Technology in Education.
Alderman Elementary
Alien Jay Elementary
Cone Elementary
 Fairview Elementary -~

Foust Elementary

- Hampton Elementary

- Hunter Elementary’

Jesse Wharton Elementary
Johnson Street Elementary
Jones Elementary . :
Kirkman Park Elementary
Montlieu Elementary

Oak Hill Elementary
Oak View Elementary
Parkview Elementary

. Peck Elementary .

-Rankin Elementary
‘Union Hill Elementary
Washington Elementary
Wiley Elementary




‘;e,

Copyright 1996 P.G. Publishing 'Co. . }) F¥
: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

October 4, 1996, Friday, |SOONER EDITION
'SECTION: STATE, Pg. B-3, SOUTH
"LENGTH: 174 words ‘ C )
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BODY: s
.The Greene County Technology Consortium h%s received a flve ~YEar grant of § .
2.5 million from the U.S. Department of Educatxon Thls year's installment of S
767 287 was awarded thlS week .

The consortium consxsts of Greene County s five school dlstrlcts ‘the county
Vvocatlonal technlcal school and Waynesburg College V -

A goal of the program is to establish a computer link‘émongvschools in
county. The link would enable them to set up|video classrooms and to have
Internet and e-mail capabllltles '

another objectlve is to give students background in computers and.
telecommunications chat would prepare them for college, the workplace or
advanced technical training. : . .

The G:éene County award was one of 24 challenge gfants‘fof technology'in
education given to school districts in- 16 s?ates. The grants range from $’
300,000 e} s 1.5 million a year for five years.

The recently approved federal budget provxdes nearly $ 57 million for
rtechnology grants for the next vear. The appropriation for 1996 was S 39
million.

GREENE COUNTY -

LOAD-DATE: October 9, 1996
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What locality would come to mind if you were asked about

technology in Virginia's public school divisions? -
" Someplace south of Roanoke maybe, like Franklin County‘?
The small, rural school division took a major stEp Wednesday
-toward its goal of better preparing students to become the work
- force of the future.
- The county school system has been awarded a $1 5 million grant
from the U.S. Department of Education to integrate computers and
other technology into its curriculum’at every grade level.
Franklin County was one of only two school dmsxons in the
* state - Norfolk was the other - to receive the Chaﬂenge Grant
~ monies. Only 24 of 586 apphcants nanonwxde were awarded the
grants, which totaled $23 million.
The county applied for the money last year, but was turned
- down. A team of grant writers, including communications director
Betty Blair, instructional specialist Tammy McGraw and
communications specialist Cynthia Taylor revised last year's
* application and submitted it again. -
Blair said the 1995 application wasn't comprehenswe enough -
that it failed to present a plan benefiting all 3rade levels.
The 1996 plan did, and the team's work paid oﬁ' :
The county will receive five annual mstalhnents stamng this
year that add up to the $1.5 million.-
"I think it helped that we were realistic in what we asked for - ‘
. considering our size," Blair said. “We re happy. A chance hke this
doesn't come along often."
By comparison, Norfolk, a much larger schoc‘ol system, wrll ,
receive a total of $5.9' xmlhon in grant funds over the next ﬁve
years. :
The grant is especrally meamngful thls year to Franklm

- v - s




" County. In April, the school system broke ground for its innovative .

- Center for Applied Technology and Career Exploration.

The center, to be located off North Main Street in Rocky Mount,

will use a technological curriculum to steer students toward a
career path as early s the eighth or ninth grade.’ o

The $6 million center is scheduled to open next year, and some .

* of the Challenge Grant money will be used for its staffing and
equipment. L R CE

'10607 * End of doc'ument."’ |
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METRO S8CHOOLS RECEIVE ssu onanm POR K -‘i, A))
TECHNOLOGY. BOOST Nk

by Lady Heretord

" For some seventh graders at J.T. Moore Mlddle, computers are a
- routine part of science class, . .

‘ But thanks to a new U. S Department of Education grant for Metro's
School for Thought Program, computers and new technology will become
a reqular part of other classes at Moore|as well.

‘We're hopeful that next year we'll \be able to expand to the
science department of the eighth: grade, and we'd like to see it move
into the social studies classes,'' said Jeff Darby, a seventh grade
science teacher trained in the Schools for Thouqht method. .

Metro schools have won a $1 million grant from the U.S. Department
of Education that will be combined with matching contributions from
area businesses to provide more computers and technology for .
.elementary and middle school students. :

The Department of Education announced today that Nashville is one
of 24 school districts in 16 states that received Challenge Grants
for Technology in Education to prepare students for learnlng in the
next century. .

Each year for the next five. years, Metro will provide a grant-
ranging from $805,000 to up to $1 3 million. The total grant wxll be
more than $5.1 million.

With the grant money, the school system plans to expand the _
Schools for Thought program, a three-year partnershlp between Metro -
Schools and Vanderbilt University to help students use computers to
merove their achlevement in mathematics, science and literacy

The goal of Schools for Thought is to have a quality educational
reform effort that prepares students with the problem solving and .
technological skills they need to be succesbtul in the 21st
century,'' said Esther Swink, director of library, media and
technology services tor Metro Schools.

About 94 Schools for Thought classrooms will receive at least
$20,000 in instructional hardware and sottware, ‘student achievement
assessment sexvices and professional development for teachers.

Among the additions to classrooms will be~

'Six to elght computers.

Internet access.’ -

Computer networks.

Multimedia eculpment lncludlnq_CD-ROH and videotape capabllities.

More. ..
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Ahout 20 classrooms g,yee:'ﬁill receive the eﬁhipment.

Although each school in Metro will soon- haLe Internet access
through one computer in the school's library under a statewide
initiative called ConnecTEN, the Schools for Thought will have access
from the classroom, Swink said. :

Darby said he was especially pleased about| having Internet access. .
‘We're sure excited about anything to further the prog:em '

Other Metro schcola are expected to benefit as well All 25
middle schools are expected to participate 1n the Schools for Thought
" over the next five years, and at least a third of’ the 67 elementary
schools will have literacy and math pxograms

To supplement the federal grant, more than 30 local and national
. organizations joined Metro Schools in its grant application this

. summer and will contribute more than 340 million in funds and

’ se:vicea over five years.

Among the pa:ticipants are'Peabody College, Vanderbile, the " A
Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce, Thompson Communications, Turner
Broadcasting, Speer Communications and BellSouth, .

One partner is the Coalition for Goals ZOOQ, a grass-roots :eform
organization based in Washington, D.C. One of ‘the coalition's -
initiatives is an education reform on-line compute: netwo:k called
Goal Line. : .

The coalition is giving Goal Lina accounts te the Schools for
Thought with some free on-line time, and '‘a private place on this
education reform network where we can post information about what's
going on in Nashville, '’ says Leslye Arsht, b:esident of the '
coalition. A

The SChools for Thought program is p:esently in nine Hetro
Schools: Carter-Lawrence, East and Moore middle schools; and Neely's
" Bend, Whitsitt, H G. Hill, Tom Joy and Kirkpatrick elementary '
schools,

The proqrem will be expanded to Pearl- Cohn High ‘School. Also, two '
schools, Carter-Lawrence and Rose Park Elementa:y, will become
Schools for Thought magnet school:, which tits in with. the Metro
Board of Educntion'n Comnitment to ‘the Futu:e plan.

The Comnitl.nt to the Futuze .is Metro Schools' education plan
designed to improve achievement while maintaining desegregated
. schools and shortening school bus rides where possible. The plan
" calls for the addition of several new maqnet schoolas.

More. .. ‘,
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Swink said eventually some students will be able to partxczpate in
Schools for Thought from kindergarten through ezghth grade._

In addxtion tovexpandinq the Schools forIThought, teacher
development centers will be established to instruct teachers in the
‘program's methods, which call for teachers to-act as facilitators or
guides: to learning Lnatead of just lecturers, . Swlnk said. .

Increaaed parent ‘involvement is anothe:,tacet. SChocl officials
"say parents of Schools for Thought students must agree. to spend a
mxn;mum of two hours per week assistinq wzth inatruction..

Thac can be done as a volunteer in the achool," Swink'said,
adding that parents who cannot volunteer will be asked to commit to
wo:kzng wzth their child:en at homo and dofumcnting that work.

Swink‘sa;d the zmpact ot the effort will be fa:-reachinq

. ‘1 really do think this is tho best educational refoxm effort I
“have ever seen ¢

&l
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. *WANT TO take a college course that say, is oﬁ'ered only by .
Vlrgxma Commonwealth University in Rlchniwnd‘? If you live in
~ Franklin County, no need to go the distance.|The course may soonbe
offered at the county's high school or at its new Center for :
Applied Technology and Career Exploranon,\due to open next year.
- Such "distance learning" opportunities will be coming the way
of rural Franklin County, thanks in part to srnart educational
leadership in that county, and now also to a $1 5 million federal
. grant just won by the school division to advanlce its mnevatwe
high-tech teaching and learning. - 1 :
Franklin's was one of only two pubhc-schocl dxstncts in -
" * Virginia (the other 'was Norfolk's) to win a federal Challenge Grant
for Technology in Education this year. It was one of only 24 in the
“nation, out of 586 school systems that applied for the funds.
Some may be surprised that Franklin, once wéwed as a backwater
county-that specialized only in moonshine and chawm tobacco, is
- getting national recognition for sophisticated educational
initiatives. We're not surprised. Schools Supenmendent Leonard
~ Gereau and others have been tireless in promotmg efforts to blend .
technology with academics in the classroom, and higher standards
with community support in the county. County schoolchlldren and -
‘residents already have benefited, as may other. rural school
divisions that keep an eye on what Franklinis upito.
* BILL CLINTON continues to show signs of weakness when it
comes to the military. The 1997 defense budget, Just signed, is $11
" billion higher than the administration requested. Repubhcans in
Congress loaded up the bill with weapons and porkk that the Pentagon
hadn't asked for, in effect danng the president to veto it and be ‘
called soﬁ on defense Chnton flinched, of course. :

- 10607 * End of docpment.
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. The Seattle School District's techno-dreams got a significant
boost yesterday with a $7 3 rmlhon grant from the U.S. Department :
of Education. : ,
"Needless to say, we're over}oyed * said John Thorp, the
- district’ s service integration director. "That's consxderable
money."
 The grant, to be made in vaxymg installments over a ﬁve-year ’
penod will fund several Seattle programs, including curriculum’
revision at four district schools, high- school certification for
‘employment in the software industry, and parent education.:
Seattle is one of 24 districts in 16 states to receive the
* Challenge Grant for Technology in Educatlon
In all, the Department of Education Slﬁed through more than ‘
500 applicants to award $23 million in gra.nts The awards range in -
size from $300,000 to $1.5 million anmially for five years. ' :
~ Seattle's award was the second !ﬁghestfo’verall eclipsed by a”
$7.4 million grant designated for Hudson Public Schools in Hudson, - .
Mass.
The Olympia School Dtstnct also recexved a $3.7 million award
for its Generation WHY (Worldwide Horizons for Youth) project.
Seattle Schools will work with Boemg', Seattle Cominunity
College, Microsoft and other regional software players to develop a
high-school curriculum that will allow students to achieve :
certification before graduation. - .
The funds also will augment: existing parent technology programs '
at various schools and allow the district to operate a moblle '
technology lab for computer literacy trmmng ‘
" Curriculum changes are p lanned at Van Asselt and Hay elementary




schools, Southshore Middle School and Ingra.ham High School, Thorp ‘

said.

‘The recent U.S. ommbus budget agreement provxdes nearly $57
million for technology challenge grants in the new fiscal year - a

~ substantial increase from the fiscal year 1996 appropnatxon of $38

million.

- 10607 . End of document.
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The Seattie Public Schools recexved the ﬁrst installment
* yesterday of a federal challenge grant that could bring the
district $7.3 million over the next five years to strengthen
technology education, academics and community access to technology.
Seattle was one of two Western Washington| school districts
* awarded a challenge grant yesterday. The Olympia School District
received the first-year portion of a $3.7 million grant.
~ The Seattle award represents only a fractlonlof the $75
million technology levy local voters turned downin F ebruary '
But, with Olympia, Seattle became one of ollly 24 communities’
* across the nation to receive the challenge grallt More than 500
school districts applied.
Seattle officials said the money wﬂi be used fora variety.
~ of programs, including teacher training, the i mtegranon of
computers and technology into the instructional process, and
~ computer literacy training for parents and other community members.

10607 * End of document“‘.f‘
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- SENATOR MOSELEY-BRAUN AWA!RDS $4 MILLION GRANT
TO KIRBY SCHOOL DISTRICT 140 | l o
. TINLEY PARK -- U.S. Senator Carol Moseley-Braun (D-IL) Wednesday
presented Kirby School District 140 Supelrmtendent Arnold Drzonek with a
* $3,992,104 million Challenge Grant Award in from of an enthusiastic
aud1ence of students, teachers, and parents at the Prairie View Middle

- School in Tinley Park, IL.. The Kirby School District will use the grant
to implement a project called "Reahty-Based Learning", in which

- students and teachers from nine schools will act as consultants to solve

~ real-world problems, generated through palrtnersmps between business,
students, teachers govemment commumty, and htgher educatnon
officials. .

"Today, I am proud to present you with a $4 million, S year grant
from the United States Department of Education that will turn this -
partnership of schools, businesses, and com‘mumty leaders into an effort
that will improve the quality of education so\ that this school, and the

~ others in this partnership, can serve our chlldren into the 21st
century," said Senator Moseley-Braun. '

“Today, the Prairie. View Middle School, the Kirby School -
District, and eight other school districts, began a partnership that v
will connect students, teachers, and pnvate-s{ector to enhance learnmg
through real-world ‘experience,” she stated.

"The rungs on the ladder of opportunity in America are crafted in -

.~ the classroom - both for individuals and for our collective economy.
Today's ladders much include computers and information technology. Many
of our schools, however, do not reflect this new reality," said Senator
Moseley-Braun. .

~ + The Department of Education today also awarded a $3,499, 868

* Challenge Gfant to Pekm Public School dxstnct #108. Thls grant wﬂl




' leverage addmona! funds for *’Leanung Co

mmunity- 2000 a partnershlp

.- to strengthen civics education by hnkmg students and teachers with
national researchers as apprentices in the study of government.
"Learning Community 2000 will support commumty based centers for

students and parents to access the technology and continue their studies

beyond the confines of the typical school day
* "Ilinois' first Challenge Grant, awarded fast year for the
‘Waukegan schools, has proven highly succéassful and beneficial for the
students. I am proud that thousands more Illinois children will be
given the opportunity to access education iechnology o '
- On Monday, Congress quadrupled fundmg for education technology

The omnibus appropriations bill, passed by

the Senate and signed by the .

* President Monday night, increases funding for the Challenge Grant
* program by $19 million, and appropriates $200 million for President

Clinton's Technology theracy Challenge Fund.
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