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With prospects for bipartisanship growing ever more tenuous in Washington, 

President Clinton traveled to Michigan today for a lavish embrace from this 
state's Republican chief executive. 

John Engler, one of his party's most prominent governors and on other 
occasions a tough Clinton critic, pra,ised Clinton's call for national 
educational standards. "Michigan accepts your challenge," he told the president. 
Engler said the state will begin testing fourth-graders in reading and 
eighth-graders in math to ensure that they are meeting the voluntary standards 
Clinton extolled in last month's State of the Union address. 

The alliance between Clinton and Engler, however unlikely at first blush, has 
a certain logic. Both men -have aligned themselves with issues such as 
overhauling welfare and imposing more rigorous academic and disciplinary 
standards on students. 

Education is historically a local issue, but aides say this suits Clinton 
fine. He hopes to define himself increasingly in the second term by offering 
rhetorical leadership on non-Washington issues. And on this particular day, with 
congressional Republicans tormenting him over the Democratic fund-raising issue, 
he was only too happy to absent himself physically from the capital. 

Traveling back to Washington on Air Force One this afternoon, Clinton 
declined to address fund-raising questions, including Wednesday's revelation 
that a top aide to first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton accepted a $ 50,000 check 
for the Democratic National Committee, which some experts say may be a violation 
of law. He said he would take the questions at a Friday afternoon news 
conference. 

But he said the furor is not hurting his mood -- "I am doing great" -- and 
disputed suggestions that it is eclipsing his other actions. "I thought my 
message got through just fine," he said of his speech to the state legislators. 
"They got it." 

Clinton's remarks sometimes took on a lecturing tone. He said the national 
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testing he has endorsed would be voluntary, but that he is counting on the power 
of embarrassment to goad states into new policies. "I want to create a climate 
in which no one can say no," he said, "in which it is voluntary but you are 
ashamed if you don't give your kids the chance to do this." 

The Education Department will develop the reading and math tests over the 
next two years, and Engler pledged that Michigan students will take it. But 
Clinton warned ~hat people should not be sentimental when some students fail. 

"If they don't do very well at first," Clinton said, "it's probably more our 
fault than theirs. And a lot of it is because when we see people in difficult 
circumstances, sometimes out of the goodness of our heart, we exercise our 
compassion by expecting less of them. And we are selling their future right down _ 
the drain every time we do it." 

That line got a standing ovation, his best applause line of the day. But 
lawmakers were more subdued on several occasions when Clinton's remarks took an 
esoteric flight. 

Emphasizing the importance of good child care early in life, the president 
asserted-that children living with "two parents, even if they both work, that 
have reasonably good educations" will experience "700,000 positive interactions" 
in their first four years - or about 500 a day -- leading to better brain 
development. But "a single parent with low self-esteem" and poor parenting 
skills will give a child only "150,000 positive interactions." 

Clinton, who has joked that he may run for school board upon leaving the 
presidency, plunged into similar detail explaining why young people in many 
other countries do better in math: "In Germany or Singapore, students learn 15 
to 20 math subjects in depth every year. Typically in the United States, we 
learn over 30 or 35 subjects in a superficial way." 

Clinton today said he is directing the National Science Foundation to work 
with the Education Department to study ways to improve U.S. math performance. 

Engler traveled to Lansing aboard Air Force One with Clinton. In his campaign 
for educational standards, Clinton is planning to speak frequently to state 
legislatures. Last month, he traveled to Annapolis to address the Maryland 
General Assembly, and next week he will go to Raleigh to speak to North Carolina 
legislators. 

GRAPHIC: Photo, afp!paul j. richards, President Clinton is welcomed by state 
Rep. Nick Ciaramitaro to a joint session of the Michigan state legislature, 
where he spoke about education. Between the two is Gov. John Engler (R). 
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In his State of the Union address in February, President Clinton called for 
nationa+ standardized testing of fourth-graders in reading and eighth-graders in 
math. " 

The call was meant to refocus America on success in education, but it also 

created a debate about the role th~ federal government should have in setting 

such standards. 


Recently, the head of the state Board of Education rebuked California's 
superintendent of public instruction for joining Clinton's campaign for 
education standards. But the superintendent explained that no formal endorsement 
had been made. 

Should ther~ be nationwide standardized tests for fourth- and 

eighth-graders? 


Yvonne Chan, executive director of the Vaughn Next Century Learning Center in 
Pacoima: 

"I think it's a good idea. I am looking for something that will show progress 
of ,the students.... However, I hope we will also supplement this with other 
periodic diagnostic tests we can give every few months, as well a,s state 

'standardized testing.... But if the nation has one, I'd use it ... We would 
like this test to document success and hope it will also provide guidance." 

Carol Jago, director of the California Reading and Literature Project at 

UCLA: 


"Absolutely yes. Parents, teachers and educational policymakers all need this 
data. Parents want to know how their children measure up against national 
averages. Teachers need to know how their instructional practices are reflected 
in student achievement. Policymakers need to base educational decisions on more 
than the political climate or advocacy.... There is no other way to build 
accountability into the system. Common assessments provide us with a common 
language for talking about what children should be learning in school." 
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Dan Edwards, spokesman for the governor's ,education office: 
"The governor thinks that having nationwide standardized tests is not a bad 

thing, but he would like to be sure that we be careful of what do we base a 
nationwide test on and the type of questions we would be asking. . The 
governor supports the standardization of tests at the state level. The key step, 
however, is to have individualized student test scores so you could track 
particular students from grade to grade and mark his or her progress in the 
different subject areas.... We'd have to assume that any nationwide test 
would have to be done with nationwide standards. . . . To develop that we'd get 
50 states chiming in on what the standards will be and in the end you end up 
lowering the bar.... A nationwide test of that variety wouldn't make much 
sense to us." 

Lance Izumi, senior fellow with the Pacific Research Institute, a 

conservative think tank in San Francisco; 


"At the national level you're going to have an incredible number of interest 
groups fighting over the system, the teachers union~ and administrators 
organizations and various testing companies all fighting over this .... I 
think it's going to be less likely you're going to have a rigorous test we're 
all going to agree on. I believe the federal government role in education 
should be secondary to state and local." 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Carol Jago PHOTO: Yvonne Chan on nationwide testing 
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in Dearborn. "It's like being with family." 

The NAIA also provides services for 
the American-Indian community, 
including job training. Wanda 
Dockstader, 40, of Detroit completed the 
training program there and works as a 
school service assistant at Detroit's 
Medicine Bear American Indian 
Academy. 

She moved to Detroit in 1966 after 
leaving an Oneida reservation in Ontario. 

The mother of three, Dockstader 
teaches American-Indian crafts at 
Medicine, Bear American, Indian 
Academy, a public school centered on the 
cultures and traditions of American 
Indians. 

"I eamed my GED in 1988, and I plan 
to attend Wayne State University," she 
said. "I'd like to see all Native Americans 
get their education because, to me; that's 
the only way to fulfillment." 

The South Eastern Michigan. Indian 
center in Center Line is another gathering 
place for American Indians. The 
organization provides direct services for 
Macomb, Oakland and St. Clair counties, 
including a food distribution program 

and job training among others. 
Ragsdale, of the South Eastern 

Michigan Indians. said: "We are one of 
the most complex of all people because 
we come from over 500 tribes, but we 
simply want the same respect that 
everyone else wants." 

Who is a Native American? 
The definition of Native American 

keeps changing among tribes and 
government agencies. 

For example: 
* U.S. Department of Education: A 

person is a Native American if he or she 
belongs to a state or federally recognized 
tribe, including tribes terminated by the 
federal, government after t940. The 
agency also recognizes immediate 
descendants of those people, all AlaSka 
natives, and some special cases. 

• U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs: A 
Native American is someone recognized 
by one of the 510 federally recognized 
tribes, or who can document their link to 
people on tribal rolls or government 
records kept in the 1800s. Members or 
tribes, the U.S. government tried to 

COMMENTARY 

disband are not eligible. To receive hiring 
preference, BIA employees must be a 
member of a federally recognized tribe or 
at least one-half Native American blood. 

• Michigan Indian tuition waiver: 
People who are a quarter Or more Native 
American and who have lived in 
Michigan for at least 12 months are 
eligible for the state college tuition 
waiver. 

• Tribes: Each tribe has the sovereign, 
right to determine membership. Most ' 
Michigan ,tribes require one-quarter 
blood e~cept for the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians, which admits 
all descendants of tribal members, and 
the Hannahville Potawatomi Indian 
Community, which requires members to 
be at least half Native American. 
Caption: Allan Gabriel carries' a sacred' 
incense of sage, tobacco and 'grasses 
during a Native-American religious 
ceremony at Christ the Good Shepherd 
Church in Lincoln Park. James Borchuck 
1The Detroit Newsll 

The Wall Street Jonrnal 
05/01197 

Letters to the Editor: Standards Tests Minus The Fear 
and Loathing 

Lynn Cheney's diatribe against 
voluntary national tests ("Whose 
National Standards?" editorial' page, 
April 2) misstates the problem and the 

, proposed solution. Ms. Cheney contends 
that the president's proposed tests­
which will help gauge how American 
students are doing compared with each 
other and with other nations' students ­
will lead to a national curriculum 
dictated by often unorthodox learning 
styles. But defining the proposed test as 
something it is not does not make it so. 
An examination of this issue minus the 
fearful hyperbole reveals the soundness 
and significance of the president's 
proposal.

As President Clinton and Secretary of 
Education Richard W. Riley have stated, 
reading is reading and math is math, 
throughout the country. That is, the, 

expectations for reading and math are, or 
should be, the same everywhere. 
Researchers agree that by the fourth 
grade, when the reading test is to be 
given, all students should know how to 
read well, no matter how they learn to do 
it, or they will be at a significant risk for 
a lifetime of diminished success in 
school. 

<;:ontmry to Ms. Cheney's view, 
President Clinton'S plan for a voluntary 
national test will not endorse any of the 
teaching methods she so fears ~ or 'for 
that matter ariy instructional method at 
all. We want states to challenge students 

, to master basic and advanced academic 
skills, but it remains up to states, local 
sct)ool districts, and teachers to 
determine the best methOd to teach their 
students. What these tests, which states 

are not required to use, will do is offer 
states;, local communities, teachers and 
parents a yardstick by which to assess 
whether their students and children are ' 
maStering' critical basic skills early 
enough to succeed. 

The tests will be based both on the 
well-established and respected National 
Assessment of Education Progress 
(NAEP) test, which has been a crucial 
and reliable national indicator of student 
achievement for many years and is used 
by more than 43 states, and on the widely 
accepted Third International Math and 
Science Study (TIMSS). used by th.e U.S. 
and many other nations. 

Marshall S. Smith 
Acting Deputy Secretary 
Department ofEducation 
Washington. 
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Of President Clinton's 10 ideas to improve the schools, one holds real 
promise: his call for national standards and testing. But the wrong standards 
would be worse than none at all. 

The president's plan would let each U.S. fourth-grader take a national 
reading test and every eighth-grader a math exam. Parents could then compare 
their children's scores to those of the district, state and nation. 

) . 

Any data would be an improvement. As things now stand, parents, teachers and 
principals have no good way to compare student performance. We have only a 
handful of measures: the Scholastic Assessment Test, the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress and the odd international exam. 

) 

) 

None is even close to universal, and few schools use them to evaluate their 
own performance, let alone students. And the NAEP has only broken down its 
results by state in ·the last few years. 

IWhy does testing matter? It lets education' 'consumers" and 'providers" 
know how their service stacks up. That's the best way to spur improvement. 

Take California. In '92, the NAEP let the Golden State know it had tied 
Louisiana for last place in fourth-grade reading. Shocked, parents and concerned 
citizens forced the state to abando!J. ., •whole language" - an inferior way to 
teach reading that' 'experts" had inflicted on California a decade before. 

Most parents respect teachers, often rightly so. But teachers have little 
control (or responsibility or accountability) in today's schools. Bureaucrats· 
and unions set the real priorities, and those don't include letting any 
, 'consumer" be king. At best, they promise to do better if offered more money 
-while fighting the search for ways to do more with less. 

A touch of education glasnost can wake parents up to the bitter truth. The 
slight rise in testing over the past 15 years has put the schools' poor showing 
in the spotlight - and helped fuel today's drive for reform. 

But not all tests are equal. The education' 'blob" is happy to offer mush 
under the label of real tests. The Golden State establishment, for one, sunk 
millions into setting up the California Learning Assessment System. But the 
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"state- of-the-art" result was useless psychobabble. It set out to probe 
student feelings and beliefs, not their skills or knowledge. 

The establishment can mess up effo~ts to raise standards, too. The first set 
of national historY,standards, released in '94, made so much room for 
, 'alternative" views that the result was blat~ntly anti-Western, even 
anti-American. 

One more danger: If the "blob" produces standards that are too low, they 
could become a ceiling beyond which few schools aim. Clinton's plan would avoid 
that by basing his tests on the NAEP's. 

The president seems to truly care about education. He said the right things 
to the Democratic Leadership Council in December: "We must dramatically reform 
our public schools, demanding high standards and accountability from every 
teacher and every student, promoting reforms like public choice, school choice 
and charter schools in every state. ' , 

But will he fight for what he knows is right? His testing plan already falls 
short of President Bush's call for 15 national tests; 

Yes, a more modest plan has a better chance of becoming law. But if Clinton 
waters it down much more, we'll have the politically correct history standards, 
or California's psychobabble testing, allover again. 
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Education Commissioner Bill Cody would like fourth- and eighth-grade students 

in Kentucky to take a national reading and mathematics test proposed by 
President Clinton. 

The test, which has not been developed yet, would consist of a reading test 
for fourth-graders and a math test for eighth-graders. 

Mr. Cody said Kentucky could include the national test in the state­
sponsored tests given annually to determine whether schools are meeting their 
goals. Parents want to make comparisons with other states, he said, and using 
the national test might save the state money, because the federal government 
would pay for the test the first year. 

Four states - Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina and California have already 
volunteered to participate in the test, which will start in 1999. 

Mr. Cody said Wednesday that he wants to speak to members of the state Board 
of Education before making a commitment. He said the state Department of 
Education is also interested in helping develop the national test. 

Mr. Clinton has said the test would be tied to accepted standards and would 
help parents and teachers see whether students were learning. 

The test would last about 90 minutes and would provide individual scores. It 
would have multiple-choice questions and. open-ended questions requiring a 
wr~tten response. 

Some critics at the national level, including the National Center for Fair & 
Open Testing, a non-profit group based in Cambridge, Mass., have questioned 
whether mor~ testing would help improve schools and are concerned that teachers 
will "teach the test" while ignoring other subjects. 

But several Kentucky education groups expressed support for the test, with 
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some reservations about the additional time it would take away from classroom 
instruction. 

Ann Walls, a fourth-grade teacher at Cochran Elementary in Louisville, said 
that she didn't want more time devoted to testing but that parents "are looking 
for some standard kind of measure" to make comparisons. 

Mr. Cody said that if the test were used, it could eventually replace 
portions of the Kentucky Instructional Results Information System test, known as 
KIRIS, which is,given each spring and is used to decide whether schools qualify 
for cash rewards or need state assistance. Substituting the new test for 
portions of KIRIS would mean that no extra time would be needed for testing, he 
said. 

States would pick up the cost of the test after the first year. But Mr. Cody 
said there could be some savings if the cost is less than what the state now 
pays a private contractor to develop KIRIS. 

He said the national test could also replace a standardized test that the 
state requires students to take in the ninth grade, the sixth grade and the last 
year of primary, formerly the third grade. The standardized test, just started 
this school year, can be used to make national comparisons, but results from 
this test aren't part of the KIRIS results and won't be used for accountability 
purposes. 

Another change this school year spreads the KIRIS test over more grades so 
the time spent on testing will be reduced. In the past, students in the 
fourth, eighth and 11th grades were given tests, but this year grades five and 
seven will be added and the different academic subjects will be divided among 
the grades. This will reduce testing time from 14 hours to seven hours except in 
the 11th grade. KIRIS tests reading in the fourth grade and mathematics in the 
eighth grade. 

Some states, including Kentucky, also participate in the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress. But that tests only a sampling of students and doesn't 
provide individual scores. 

Earl Stivers, an eighth-grade mathematics teacher at Beaumont Middle School 
in Fayette County, said he thought the proposal was a good idea, as long as it 
didn't require more time being devoted to testing. 

"I think parents are interested in how we compare" to the rest of the 
country, he said. 

Mr. Stivers also said ,a national test could help textbook publishers because 

there would be consistent standards instead of different ones in each state. 


Sen. David Karem, the Democratic floor leader from Louisville who is co­
chair of a task force examining the Kentucky Education Reform Act, said the new 
test would be helpful if it brought '''greater credibility" to the KIRIS test, 
which has been the target of critics who say it's not an accurate measure. 

Sen. Dan Kelly, the Republican leader from Springfield, said he agreed with 
Mr. Cody's goals of saving money and having a national comparison but wants to 
make sure the test is reliable and valid - the same questions he has about 
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BODY: 
Education Commissioner Bill Cody would like fourth- and eighth-grade students 

in Kentucky to take a national reading and mathematics test proposed by 
President Clinton. 

The test, which has not been developed yet, would consist of a reading test 
for fourth-graders and a math test for eighth-graders • 

. Cody said Kentucky could include the national test in the state-sponsored 
tests given·annually to determine whether schools are meeting their goals. 
Parents want to make comparisons with other states, he said, and using the 
national test might save the state money, because the federal government would 
pay for the test the first year. 

Four states- Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina and Cal;ifornia - have 
already volunteered to participate in the test, which will start in 1999. 

Cody said Wednesday that he wants to speak to members of the state Board of 
Education before making a commitment. He said the state Department of Education 
is a~so interested in helping develop the national test. 

Clinton has said the test would be tied to accepted standards and would help 
parents and teachers see whether students were learning. 

The test would last about 90 minutes and would provide individual scores. It 
would have multiple-choice questions and open-ended questions requiring a 
written response. 

Some critics at the national level, including the National Center for Fair & 
Open Testing, a non-profit group based in Cambridge, Mass., have questioned 
whether more testing would help improve schools and are concerned that teachers 
will teach' the test I while ignoring other subjects.I I I 

But ,several Kentucky. education groups expressed support for the test, with 
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some reservations about the additional time it would take away from classroom 
instruction. 

Ann Walls, a fourth-grade teacher at Cochran Elementary in Louisville, said 
that she didn't want more time devoted to testing but that parents "are looking 
for some standard kind of measure" to make comparisons. 

Cody said that if the test were used, it could eventually replace portions of 
the Kentucky Instructional Results Information System test, known as KIRIS, 
which is given each spring and is used to decide whether schools qualify for 
cash rewards or need state assistance. Substituting the new test for portions of 
KIRIS would mean that no extra time would be needed for testing, he said. 

States would pick up the cost of the test after the first year. But Cody said 
there could be some savings if the cost is less than what the state now pays a 
private contractor to develop KIRIS. 

He said the national test could also replace a standardized test that the 
state requires students to take in the ninth grade, the sixth grade and the last 
year of primary, formerly the third grade. The standardized test, just started 
this school year, can be used to make national comparisons, but results from 
this test aren't part of the KIRIS results and won't be used for accountability 
purposes. 

Another change this school year spreads the KIRIS test over more grades so 
the time spent on testing will be reduced. In the past, students in the 
fourth, eighth and 11th grades were given tests, but this year grades five and 
seven will be added and the different academic subjects will be divided among 
the grades. This will reduce testing time from 14 hours to seven hours except in 
the 11th grade. Like Clinton's proposal, KIRIS tests reading in the fourth 
grade and mathematics in the eighth grade. 

Some states, including Kentucky, also participate in the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress. But that tests only a sampling of students and doesn't 
provide individual scores. 

Earl Stivers, an eighth-grade mathematics teacher at Beaumont Middle School 
in Fayette County, said he thought the proposal was a good idea, as long as it 
didn't require more time being devoted to testing. 

"I think parents are interested in how we compare" to the rest of the 
country, he s~id. 

Stivers also said a national test could help'textbook publishers because 

there would be consistent standards instead of different ones in each state. 


Sen. David Karem, the Democratic floor leader from Louisville who is co­
chair of a task force examining the Kentucky Education Reform Act, said the new 
test wo~ld be helpful if it brought' 'greater credibility" to the KIRIS test, 
which has been the target of critics who say it's not an accurate measure. 

Sen. Dan Kelly, the Republican leader from Springfield, said he agreed with 
~ody's goals of saving money and having a national comparison but wants to make 
sure the test is reliable and valid - the same questions he has about KIRIS. 
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California's top public schools official and dozens of the state's high-tech 

executives Wednesday endorsed President Clinton's proposal for a national, 
voluntary testing standard for students. 

State Superintendent of Public Schools Delaine Eastin joined Clinton. Vice 
President Al Gore and several Californians in lauding a national academic 
benchmark that they asserted would lead to better educated schoolchildren. 

California follows Maryland, Michigan and North Carolina in backing the 
proposal. 

"With California's endorsement, states and school systems that educate 
nearly 20 percent of America's schoolchildren are now on the road to measuring 
their students against those standards, I, Clinton said during a 45-minute 
round-table discussion in the White House. 

"We need high national standards," Eastin said, "just as we need many 
other national goals. Then we can measure progress. Then we can prove to parents 
we're getting the job done and prove to the general public that public education 
is still America's\highest-yielding investment." 

.The president's proposal would implement a set of performance standards and 
tests that would examine the reading skills of fourth-graders and the math 
knowledge of eighth-graders. 

While Clinton characterized his efforts·on behalf of national testing as a 
, 'crusade, " his isa voluntary program that states and local school districts 
need not adopt. 

Mandatory testing is controversial within education circles and likely would· 
generate opposition from Republicans in Congress. Some in the GOP, though, have 
embraced the voluntary plan. Clinton· addressed the Michigan Legislature last 
month as the guest of GOP Gov. John Engler, who supports it. 

Watching the East Room discussion were two dozen executives of high-tech 
firms, including many headquartered in California, who back the president's 
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testing proposal. 
"It's the biggest, broadest bipartisan endorsement ever from the high 

technology industry, " said John Doerr, a partner in the venture capital firm of 
Kleiner, perkins, Caufield & Byers. "We all agree that we need national 
education standards. ' , 

Among the 200 high-tech executives nationwide who support the proposal are 
Jim Barksdale, chief executive officer and president of Netscape Communications; 
Gilbert Amelio, chief executive officer and chairman of Apple Computer, and 
Steve Case, chairman and president of America Online. 
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BODY: 
The chiefs of more than 200 major technological companies pledged Wednesday 

to use their clout to push educators to adopt voluntary national tests aimed at 
building a stronger educational system. 

The executives, who gathered in Washington on Wednesday to endorse President 
Clinton's proposal to establish national testing standards for fourth- and 
eighth-graders, said U.S. schools are failing to provide enough skilled workers 
to fill thousands of high-tech jobs. 

Without skilled workers, they warned, American leadership in technology and 
the economic growth that it brings is threatened. 

"We are striving for what you would call in manufacturing a zero-defect 
result," Clinton said in a White House meeting with the technology executives. 

The president said national standards should flguarantee that 100 percent of 
the children" graduate from high school with the skills required to go to 
college and train for high-wage jobs in places like northern California's 
Silicon Valley, one of the most economically vibrant regions of the country. 

The high-tech endorsement lends weight to the idea of national standards to 
boost educational performance, a cornerstone in Clinton's second-term agenda. 

It is also a political touchstone for Vice President Al Gore, whom most 
observers expect to run for president in 2000 - and who will need to court 
California and its high-tech industry in the process. 

The difficulty in filling the jobs, according to high-tech companies, is that 
schools are not teaching enough children the proper skills in reading, math, 
science, engineering or computer programming to allow them to work in computer 
or biotechnology jobs. 

"People in the high-tech sector bang their heads against each other trying to' 
hire enough people," said Marc Andreessen, co-founder of Netscape Communications 
in Mountain View, Calif. "There's a whole series of things that have to happen 
to improve education. This is just a start." 
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HIGH-TECH FIRMS BACK NATIONAL 
SCHOOL TESTS; BUSINESS LEADERS 
·VOWTO PUSHCLINTONPLAN 
By Knight-RidderlTribune. 

The chiefs of more than 200 major 
technological companies pledged 
Wednesday to use their clout to push 
educators to adopt voluntary national 
testS aimed at building a stronger 
educational system. 

The executives, who gathered in 
Washington on Wednesday to endorse 
President. Clinton's proposal to establish 
national testing standards for 4th graders 
and 8th graders, said U.S. schools are 
failing to provide enough skilled workers 
to fill thousands of high-tech jobs .. 

Without skilled workers, they warned, 
American leadership in technology and 
the economic growth that it brings is 
threatened. 

"We are striving for what you would 
call in manufacturing a zero-defect 
result," Clinton said in a WhiteHouse 
meeting with the technology executives. 

The president said national standards 
should "guarantee that 100 percent of the 
children" graduate from high school with 
.the skills required to go to college and 
train for high-wage jobs in places like 

. NQrthem California's Silicon Valley, one 
of the most economically vibrant regions 
of the country. 

The high-tech endorsement lends 
weight to the idea of national standiuds 
to 1loQst. educational performance, a 
cornerstone in Clinton's Second-term 
agenda. 

Education is a subject of vital interest 
to the executives, whose high-tech 

companies are forced to look overseas for 
programm~rs and whose assembly line 
workers must understand statistics.. . 

"What this is really about is·about the 
new economy and what our kids, our 
companies, and soeiety has got to do to 
compete and prosper." said John Doerr, a . 
venture capitalist. . 

"We all agree that we need national 
education standards. These companies 
that have endorsed this program today 
employ a half-million people. More 
importantly. they~ve created 130,000 jobs 
over the last four years. And even more 
importantly than that, they have hundreds 
to thousands of high-wage job openings 
right now that they're trying to fill." 

The difficulty in filling the jobs. 
according to high-tech companies, is that 
schools are not teaching enough children 
the proper skills in reading. math. 
science, engineering or computer 
programming to allow them to work in 
computer or biotechnology jobs .. 

"People in the high-tech sector bang 
their heads against each other trying to 
hire enough people." said Marc 
Andreessen, co-founder of Netscape 
Communications in Mountain View. 
Calif. ''There's a whole series of things 
that have to happen to improve 
education; This is just a start. " 

Delaine Eastin, California's 
. . superintendent of public instruction. also 

attended Wednesday's White House 
.meeting and endorsed the national 
standards proposal. . 

She called the national standards vital 
to moving her state's schools forward and 
assuring parents that educators "can get 
the job done." 

"Just because a kid gets an 'N ... 
doesn't mean anything," she said. "I need 
(standards) to know how my kid 
measures up against kids in Connecticut 
and Kentucky." . 

If other California education officials 
echo Eastin's support-a course by no 
means certain-the state's 5.S million 
public school students would join those 
in Maryland. Michigan and North 
Carolina, and those in U.S; military 
schools, in taking the .tests beginning in 
1999.. While that's only four states, they 
contain about 20 percent of public school 

•students. . 
In California, Republican Gov. Pete 

Wilson sounded a discordant note. "The 
bottom line is. she (Eastin) doesn't have 
the authority to set policy for the state of 
California," said Wilson spokesman Sean 
Walsh. 

. The tests would be designed by the 
U.S. Department of Education at a cost 
of$IO million to $12 million, paid out of 
existing research funds, said Education 
Secretary Richard Riley. 

The administration also has pledged to 
absorb the costs of the first year of 
administering the tests, which Riley 
estimated at $80 million to S90 million. 
But that money must come from 
Congress in the 1999 budget.. 
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..schools Chief, CEOs Back· National Tests 

.Qinton Hails -Erurorsement as Sign ·of Widespread Support for Standarda 

By Rene Sanchez 
w......,.Sla4Wriw 

. President Clinton's campaign to 
·give students new national tests in 
reading and math, the most contro­
.....ersial part of his second-term edu­
cation agenda, picked up the support 
yesterday of two significant allies: 
the chief of public schools in Califor­
fua and a group of 240 promiDent ex­
ecutives in the nation's. technology 
lndustry. .. 

: During a short White House fo­

rum on education. Clinton and·Vtce 

·President Gore hailed those en­
dorsements as compelling evidence 
lhat his testing proposal, which is 
).mprecedefited .in American schools, 
1s being embraced nationwide. 
I "California and aU of you who are 
here today have given powerful DeW'momentum to the ausade for na­
~ional education standards,· the 
president said. . 
I But even as Clinton praised the 
~tate's school superintendent~ De­
laine Eastin, for backing the natiooa1 
tests, aides to california Gov. Pete 
~ (R) said yesterday that the 
state bas not decided if it will sup­
~ the president's plan. 
. "The idea is still being reviewed.· 
f;aid Dan. Edwards, a spokesman fOr 
;Wilsoo on education, "Her endone­
,nent does DOt apeak for an of the eel­
I,lC3tion hierarchy of CalifOrnia. ••• 
It says DOtbing but that abe persaa­
ally supports the idea.. 
; Clintoa has vowed to make the v0l­
untary tests a top priority of IUs sec­
ood term and has traveled to several 
state legislatures in the past few' 
inonths to promote the idea. It is ODe 

of the most politically sensitive issues 
In education because some officials 
(ear it couJd lead to excessive federal 
~trusioo in local scbooIa. . 
~ While most other iDduatriaJized na­
tions have strict natioaal staDdarda :. 

PIESIDDn' CUIf1'CMI 
... sea "/IOtI1nfWl ffft1 fMffCefIl1I.· 

and tests for core academic subjects. 
standards. and testing· vary widely 
acroaa the United States and are set 
largely by local school boards. 
. There have been several other 

bigb-prQiile attempts' this decade by 
busiDesa aod education leaders to de­
velop voluntary national standaru. 
but those initiatives often have ~ 
duced more coatroversy than results. 

Three stata-Mary!and. Michigan 
and North Carolina-have committed 
to Clinton's plan. aod California's sup­
port would be quite significanL WrtIl 
more· tbaa 5 miIlian students. it ac­
counts f« mOre ~ 10 percent of 
the nation's public scbooI enroUmeDt. 
EastiD, who is an elected offic~ 
vowed to fight f« it. "We'U work l1il 
this OIl abigb-priority basis,• she said. 
"to make this happeD witbia the neD 
coupII «yean;..• 

Beginning in 1999, Clinton wantS ; 
to test all fourth-graders in reading ~ 
and all.eightb-graders in math with· ; 
two separate exams that are highly ! 
regarded among· educators for aca.;. 1 

~mic rigor. Clinton has pledged to 
have the federal government pay for 
the first year of testing. Afterward. 

'I 

I 
states may have to pick up the tab. 

The 240 industry leaders who , 
. joined Clinton at the White House 
yesterday, many of wbosecoinpanies 
are based in California. also pledged , 
to begin campaigning for the tests in ! 

eVery state. "We all agree that we IJ 
need national education standards; ,. 
said John Doerr, a venture capitalist i! 
who is helping lead Ute group. "These ~. 

companies that have endorsed this 
. program employ a half-milliaa people. 

More importantly, they've created 
130,000 jobs over the last four years. 
And even mQre importantly, they 
have hwidreds to thousands of high­
wage job openings right now that 
they're trying to filL· 

Clintoa said the nation has· putofl 
the tests "for too Ioog.. He argued . 
that they would give schools a frame. 
1fOrk to create higher acadeDUc gu 
aDd a better way to judge whether I·. 
students are meeting them. "The I 
most importaDt thiDg of an is that we I 

kDow whether we are learning what 
we need to 1moW,· he said. . , 

FOIIIOIE 1IIf0lMA11OII1 .dJ 
FfW aM MIn"f1W 0/Qi"ttnt ~ 
p~ rtatiottal /uti.
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. Clinton gets backing for national student testing 

By TERENCE HUNT 

AP White Hou$e Correspondent . . 


WASHINGTON(AP) - President Clinton today won support from the 
nation's largest school system and 240 leaders of high-tech
industries for his campaign for national testing standards for 
America's students. 

Delaine Eastin, California's superintendent of public . 

instruction, announced her backing for the president's initiative 

at a White House ceremony. White House officials consider her 

endorsement important because California. has 5.5 million public

school students •. 


, "The people are behind you," Eastin told the president.

"We'll work on this on a high priority basis ••• to make this 

happenwithiri the next couple.of years."


"The most important thing of all is that we know whether we are· 
learning what we need to know," Clinton said. "And that requires
something America has put off doing for too long: the embracing of 
a genuine commitment to national standards of learning for our 
young people." ' 

Maryland, Michigan arid North Carolina already have committed 

themselves to Clinton's program, which envisions a national set of 

performance standards for fourth-graders in reading and 

eighth-graders in math. . 


with California's participation, 20 percent of the nation's 

schoolchildren "will be enrolled in the type of testing reg~me the 

president has recommended that would bring high quality standards 

to our schools," presidential spokesman Mike Mccurry said. 


"Today, America's largest .school system and leaders of its most 
forward-leaning high-tech industries have joined together to put
California alongside Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina.and our 
military schools in the·support of a national standards movement," , 
the president said. 

It was unclear whether Clinton's plan had bipartisan support 

from California's political establishment. Mccurry said, he did not 

know .if Gov. Pete Wilson, a Republic,an, had expressed a view. 

Eastin, a Democrat,·is elected statewide rather than appointed by 

the governor. . 


. Mccurry also said that leaders of. high-tech industries based in 
California's Silicon Valley "are going to say that they, as an 
industry, are pledging their support for the president's 
initiative." 

. "Because that is a high job-creating sector of our economy, we 
believe tnat will be very significant," Mccurry saiQ. "The 
message will be loud and clear to states and legislatures that it's 
time to get with the program because one of our most important 
sectors, that will be hiring the graduates of the future, that 
these standards are necessary to produce the type of work force 
that they need to have available." 

http:couple.of
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California Schools Chief 
Supports Nationwide Tests 
By ELIZABETH SHOOREN 
and RICHARD LEE COLVIN 
TIMES srAFF WRITERS 

W ASHiNGTON-Delaine 
. Eastin. California's schools 

superintendent. committed her· 
self Wednesday to securing the 
state's backing for President 
Clinton's proposal for national 
tests in reading for fourth· 
graders and math for 
eighth·graders:. 

"I believe we will in fact pre­
vail." Eastin said after meetinl 
with the president at the White 
House. 

Although. Cliilton said 
California'S schools were on 
board. Eastin's confident 
endorsement was more a· battle­
cry than a guarantee that Califor· 
nia schoolchildren will take the 
tests, which would be given for 
the first time in 1999. . .. 

A spokesman· for Goy, Peter" 
Wilson. a Republican. said tbe 
announcement was premature. 

Dan Edwards said the.gov.ernor 
favors the dev.elopment of.· 
demanding academic standards 
and tests, but that it should be·a 
state, not.federal, responsibility, 

"It's good for the president to 
use the bully pulpit to talk about 
high standards, but we're actually 
doing it in California," Edwards 
said. referring to a commission 
thalis putting together grade. 
by.grade academic standard.. 
due· next fall, to be followed by 
statewide tests. 

Clinton's initiative, unveiled in 
his State of the Union address two 
months ago, would for the first 
time give schoolchildren and their 
p·arents a national yardstick 
against which to measure perfor­
mance. Now, states can measure 
performance on the National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress, but districts and incJL.· 
vidual students cannot. 

So far, Michigan, Maryland and 
North Carollna have endorsed the 
testing proposal, which ia 
voluntary. 

But before .tudents in Califor· ­
nia see the teItI. the' State Board . 
of EdueaUoD-whicb is appoin~ ,. 

by Wilson-would have to vote 
for participation. And the Legis-. 
lature would have to approve the 
cost of $10 to $12 per pupil for 
administering the tests after the 

first year. 
Eastin predicted that the board 

and the Legislature will approve 
the plan, but Wilson's office was 
skeptical, Even if the board and 
the Legislature were to reject the 
national tests, individual districts 
could decide to administer them to 
students. 

f ."This is not about the pOlitical 
ideology of adults," Eastin said. 
"This is about the success ofchil ­
dren iri the next century." 

Falling to provide students With 
tools needed to compare them­
selves with those across the 
country-and the world-would 
leave American children at a dis­
advantage in the increasingly 
competitive international work·· 
place, Eastin said: . 
. :'In aglobal economy, after all, 
It IS not unreasonable for parents 
to ask, how do their kids measure 
up compared to those in Germany 
or in Korea or anywhere else in 
the world," she said. . 

Clinton appeared eager to count 
the state as a suppOrter of his lni· 

. tiative. California's 5.5 million 
schoolchildren represent 11 % of 
the nation's public school 

·enroUtnent. . 

"Today, with California's 


endorsement, states .and . school 

systems that educate nearly 20% 

of America's schoolchildren are 

now on the road to measuring 

their students against those high 

standards," Clinton announced, 

perhaps prematurely. "If any 

state understands the challenges 

we face in. the 21st century in the 

global economy and an Informa· 

tion' Age, it· is surely California, 

our gateway to much of the world 

and the home of many of the 

industries that will shape our 

future." 


Also joining Clinton at the 

White House on Wednesday were 

representatives of California 

teachers unioll8. a parent from. 

Pasadena. _ re_dina teacher from 

Portervtlle and representaUVeIJ of 

other state educatiolllfOUPl, 


. To further bolster his program, 
Clinton invited representatives of 
the state's high-tech industries­
many of whom gathered at a 
school in San Jose to participate in 
the White House event via 
satellite-to get on board. 

"Finding enough educated 
employees is our greatest 

challenge. It's an acute issue" 
said Mare Andreessen, c~­
founder and vice president of 
technology of Netscape Commu­
nications, one of 200 industry 
.le~ders who said they will help 
Clmton campaign for national 
standards and tests. 
. "It's hard to improve something 

. if you can't measure it," Andrees. 

sen said. "If we tried to run a 

business like this lWithout stan­

dards and testingJ. we clearly

would fail." .. 

Andreessen and his colleagues 
said national tests would create 
the kind of competition needed to 
produce graduates qualified to 
hold the higher-wage jobs of the 
future. . . 

"I~ Will give parents a yardttick . 
to Judge their children's 
progre~s," said Kim Polese, CEO 
of Manmba, an applications tech. 
nology company in Palo Alto. 

But. testing: experts cautkla.eQ:i 
that the 90· mimIte tests would-be-. 
too short to measure the range of 
skills needed to read well or attain 
mathematical competency. They 
also fear that the tests would 
?veremphasize basic skills, caus­
Ing teachers to put less time into 
lessons that require students to 
think critically or appJy what 
they know. 

Although the tests will be 
developed by private testing 
firms under contract with the U.S. 
D~partment of Education, they 
Will be administered by states or 
individual school districts-or 
parents who choose to school 

. their children at home. 

More ••• 
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continued ... 

To deflect concerns that the 
testing program represents a fed­
eral intrusion into education. test 
scores will not be collected 
nationally. Instead. scores would 
be reported by states and local 
districts that administer the tests. 

The purpose of the testing pro­
gram is to create a check on the 
standards that have been set by 
48 states, which administration 
officials said are far too low. 

, They also hope that the stan­
rlards will spur changes in teacher 
training. textbooks and other 
areas. "The purpose is not to give 
a test. the purpose is to motivate 
changes to increase opportunities 
for kids." said Marshall Smith. 
acting deputy secretary of educa­
Hon. "The test is a lever to get 

. there." . 
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Pointing to Minn. Results, Officials Pitch National Test as Change Agent 
By David 1. Hoff 
Washington 

When Minnesota learned last week 
how its students compare with the rest 
of the world in math and science. the 
st.ate's leaders started talking about 
what needs to change-from the state 
board room down to the classroom. 

That's just the kind ofdiscussion 
President Clinton hopes to spark with 
the national tests he is proposing in 
reading and math. 

"A commitment to national 
standards is the best way we know to 
help local districts benchmark their 
own practices and to come up with 
ways that will help all the <:hildren . 
achieve at a higher level: first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said here last 
week at a round table discussion with 
members of the news media. 

·We've hit a plateau in the 
standards movement: Marshall S. 
Smith. the acting deputy education 
secretary. added at the briefing 
intended to publicize Mr. Clinton's . 
testing plan. 

~States are not, in many cases. 
adopting really rigorous standards .... 
These {nationall tests are seen as a 
wake-up call. putting high-octane 
gasoline into the engine of the school 
reform movement." he said. 

In Minnesota. school leaders and 
standards advocates received that jolt 
last week when a. ,nOliprofit 
organization that had paid. to have 
students tested· released the state's 
scores on a version of the Third 
International Mathematics and Science 
Study. knO\l,11 as TIMSS. 

The results showed that 
MiMesota's 8th graders ranked higher 

. in science achievement than all but 
five ofthe 41 nations that took the test. 
In math. . however. the state's 
achievement fell to the middle of the' 
pack. 

"What we have on the science side 
is incredible focus," said Bill 
Linder-Scholer. the executive director 
ofSciMathMN. the nonprofit that paid· 
$380.000 for the TIMSS testing of a 
sample group of 5,000 students in 
grades 3. 4. 7. 8. and 12. Results 

released last week were from the 2.000 
8th graders who took the test. 

"If we're really focused on what 
we're teaching, we really get system 
perlormance: he said. 

Making Changes 
But the state does not dedicate the 

same attention to math, Mr. 
Linder~Scholer said. Low~achieving 
students are often tracked out of 
higher-level courses such as algebra 
and geometry. he said. and teachers 
don't follow a standardized curriculum 
ihatemphasizes hands-on learning and 
problem-Solving. 

And even though the state has 
adopted standards in math and. a test 
students must pass to earn a diploma. 
the TIMSS results show that neither 
the standards nor the test are 
challenging enough to stand up to 
international . competition. Mr. 
Linder-Scholer said. 

SciMathMN-a . coalition of 
government agencies. businesses. and 
school officials-is recommending that 
thl:'; state· push all students to learn 
algebra and geometry by the 8th grade 
and that the graduation test include 
open-Cndcd'questions in those subjects 
rather than its current reliance on 
multiple-choice questions. 

The group alS<! says the state 
should ensure that teachers· are 
prepared to teach to a higher standard. 

These are the types ofchanges that 
Clinton administration officials expect 
all states to start making if they choose . 
to participate in the program that is to 
begin in 1999. President Clinton has 

. been pushing national standards and 
testing as part of his to-point 
education plan. 

Setting a Benchmark 
The new tests would be offered to 

4th graders in reading and 8th graders 
in math and would yield individual 
results-not just statewide averages, 
such as the ones Minnesota received 
from the TIMSS project last week. 

"It is not an attempt to 
. micromanage what goes on in the 
classrooms of America. but instead to 

set a national benchmark against 
which local districts can measure 
themselves: Mrs. Clinton said last 
week. 

And because every student would 
receive scores on the tests. parents 
could use the results to demand 

. improved services for their children. 
"This will be the tirst time that 

pafents, partiCUlarly in urban areas, will . 
have honest, accurate information 
about how well their kids are doing," 
Michael Cohen. the president's 
education adviser. said at the briefing. 
"It ought to empower parents to call 
for and mobilize for education reforms 
in ways that have been more difficult 

.for them to do now: 
Last week. North Carolina signed 

up to participate. joining Maryland and 
Michigan in making commitments .to 
the voluntary national tests. which 
have not yet been written. Another 
eight to 10 "have expressed a serio1t" 
interest". in taking part. Mr. Cohen 
said. 

Minnesota will have a head start 
when it comes to its students' science 
and math skills. The United States 
participated in the international testing 
elTort. but only Minnesota, Colorado. 
and llIinois paid the consortium to test 
a sample size larg~ enough to compare 

. how their students achieve compared 
with children in other countries. 

Minnesota's students· achieved 
higher than the national average in 
both tests. much as they do on the 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress and college-cntrance exams. 
But by doing better in science than in 
math. theY reOected the national 
results. 

Twenty Dlinois school districts also 
took the TIMSS test. and scored higher . 
in science than in math. 

"It was important to get a snapshot . 
of where Minnesota is in terms of.the 
rest of the world." Mr. Linder-Scholer 
said. "In the past. there was no way to 
say how we were doing as a state. 
except in very rough form.· 
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- Th~-are national, !l01 federal 
test!. designed to empower perents, 
teachers and eommunities ro know 
wbere.they stand. They m.ean more 
loCal eontrol. uot le# Guidance tor 
lest development will come Crom . 
lbe nlOl>'t 8\lcc.e~ul math and 
readmg teachers IICross the . 
counlrY, as well as from parenl3, , 
and loc.al8.lld state edueation, cine 
and business leaders. As tormer 
governors, the president and I , 

_	firJ:l\ly oppose any. farm of l1ational­
control over schools and thelt 
currieulum. But we must not hide 
behind our passion (or local control 
of schools or use it as an excuse (or, 

_ not bolding ourselves to S11~dU,ds 
_Ofexcel1enc~~­

reading. and math Is math, Whether 
we are in Dallal, Duluth or Del . 
Moines. 
... If a Student or school does paorlT ' 
on these tests, the object will not be. 
t~pusb them down, but to puUthem 
up. The tests wUlldenUly students 
and schools that need h«'V. ' 
Communitiet the.a must move to 
offer extra support -'after-school 
and summer tutoring. Increased .' 
parent and comm11l1.ity 
involvement, more focused 
teacltlng, or whatever it ta.ltes to lilt 
student acbievement. And It 
schools continue to (all even alter ' 
these efforts to fix them. theD we 
must reCOQstitute or close them and 
Start over. We must do whateVer it 
takes. . 
. We have made subst.lnt.ial 
progress in improving math And 
science education, as the m<lSt 
re~n t NAEP teSU demonstrate, 
with l.mproved eighth-grade math 
scores In Tex.ts and Icross the 
natlon.'This h'l1provement refiectl 
the work ot the nation's math 
teachers in devclopi.ng cblllcngina, , 
stllJldards. which are beCf,nn1.ng to 
have Ill. tmpact on the cWlsroom, 
But now we need to set theM 
standards into ever;y clU.sroom and 
apply them to iV8r;yltUdent CulT 
20 percent or ou.r ),olllll people U!II 

taking algebra by the end oCth. 
eighth grade. Ln. the rerrtofthe 
advanced world, the v. maJority 
o( stDdell~ have studied .Igebra by 
then. As a reSUlt, tbelle Altiolli 
sutp4£$ America inlUth 
acb.levement a~ gnde eight, 

acCotaIiiiiothei~lltTillSs t8st ­
Too often, Indlvidual state . 

as:sessmeuts, tvaluatJOIlS and . 
stalldarels of learu1ng achievement 
fail to stand up to the IUndo! sbict 
ICtutin), .and rigoroWl, ehalleng1.ng 
measunJnentthat Ire QO cru.d.I1 to 
educational excaUenee. Arecent 
Southern Regional Ed..Iu:atioo.Bo&rd.. 
study found that in lOme states, . 
mOre ~ 90 percent of the .. 
6tUdents meet state educational ' 
assessments, bur 20 pere.e.nt or 
fewer oUhese studenu make tn. 
grlde when beld up to M,w 
standards of acblevement J)&sed 011 . 
exceJle.nce..UI stat. parttdpatu In ' 
• naUonaJ test tn the cructalsubjcct 
are3.! of read..Lnc ~dmath, we caD 
el tminate WI kinG of d1JPftlil1. 

It iii time to com. t,oiether to 
bullcl.n Americ"~i LleommitteJI 
to le.a.n:aing. ~"deDtClbuOll', caU 
to actioD OD behalf 01 edUcatioll a1 
excellence, spearheaded b7 • 
li.tiOllll tNt to ~ve hiP 
Icadem.1c Itandardl.ls • cood ~ , 
Rkhtml W. .RiLly f. U.s. HCTCt4ry 01 
ecfu.caHon. 
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Goodling endorses 

reading, math tests 

They must be voluntary, he cautions 

By Susan Ferrechio 
n<e WASHINQrON TIMES 

President Clinton's plan to intro­
duce national tests in reading and 
mathematics is gaining support 
from a House Republican leader 

i on education. 
Rep. Bill Goodling of Pennsylva­

nia, chairman of the House Com­
mittee on Education and the Work­
force,told The Washington Times 
yesterday he will back national 
testing in public schools, as long as 
it is not mandatory and is first ap­
proved by Congress. 

"I support producing the tests as 
long as everybody understands it 
is strictly voluntary," Mr. Goodling 
said. "1 want teachers to know ex-

I actly what students need to learn 
, about in [math and reading)," 

Mr. Goodling, a former teacher 
and school superintendent. made, 
the comments after the commit­

,tee's hearing yesterday on the 
president's education initiatives, 
which include spending $90 mil­
lion to develop and implement na~ 
tional testing by 2002., , 

The plan also calls for: spending 
$5 billion on school construction 
and $260 million on training read· 
ing tutors, and offering $1.500 tax 
credits to college students witli a 
B-minus average. 

Mr. Goodling said that he has 
some doubts about the testing plan 
because he has .not seen details 
about how it would' be imple­
mented. " 

"What it can lead to if we're not 
careful is rating and ranking 
school systems based on those 
tests and that is totally unfair," he 
said. 

If Mr. Clinton's plan is imple­
mented, fourth-grade students 
would be tested in reading and 
eighth-grade students in math·' 
ematics.' , 

Mr. Clinton yesterday touted his 
school standards plan in Raleigh, 
::-.r.C., part of a state-by-state effort 
to convince lawmakers to adopt the 
national tests: He ordered the Pen­
tagon to require standardized tests 
in classrooms for children of mili· 
tary personnel. 

The reading test would be mo­

deled after the National Assess· 
ment of Education Progress test, 
or NAEP, which is now adminis­
tered randomly on a voluntary ba­
sis. The math test would be based 
on the Third International Math~ 
ematics and Science Study 
(TI!'.1SS). which recently com­
pared U.S. students' performance 
with those in other developed 
countries. ' 

Mr. Goodling said the plan is 
"doomed" if the Clinton adminis­
tration tries to implement it with- , 
out the support of Congress. ' 

Opponents to the nationaUest· 
ing plan argue that the federal gov­
ernment has no business interfer­
ing in local education-reform. ' 

Cheri Yecke, a member of the I 
Virginia State Board of Education I 
appointed by Republican Gov. 
George Allen, testified before the 
committee yesterday that such 
tests, and the standards they would 
set,'would harm the state's success 
with its own reform initiatives. 

"I do not see national testing as 
a legitimate role for the federal 
government," Mrs. Yecke said. "If 
the nationalization of education is I 
allowed to occur. then in 30 years , 
we will have a,disaster on our I 
hands." ' 
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Single Education Standard?· 
"I'm philosophicdlly opposed to a. States Are AllOver the Map top-down approach," says John 
Fonte, a senior fellow at the 

By Scott Baldauf Alexis de Toqueville Institute in. 
Staff ..flter ot The· Cnnstlao Science MooI\or Alexandria. Va. Many states may · ETIING standards for what a fifth-grader should know in object to -political correctness" in 

mathematics ntight seem fairly elementary. But somehow. no 	 history or English lessons. heStwo· states seem to do it alike. . 	 says. or an emphasis on global 
In Virginia. for eXample. students must be able to add, subtract, icy analyst with the warming in science. 

multiply, and divide whole numbers. In Alaska, where standards American Federation "I prefer a competitive process 
are less speCific, they must -use mathematics with confidence." of Teachers in Wash- rather than a collaborati"'e one." 

To end this type of dispario/, Presi- ington. -The best stan- he adds. -If 50 states set their 
dent Clinton is urging all 50 states to h dards draw a balance own: standards, some may get it 
adopt one rigorous set of acadentic· 'Virginia as... between content and wrong. but others will have the 
standards for math, English, history, done the best iob skills, what you need to chance to get it right." 
and science. He argues that nothing SO far of writing know and what you Some long-time supporters of 
less than America's ability to compete· should be able to do." the academic·standards mOv'e­
in the global marketplace depends on it standards....' In other states. stan- ment say. that the goal of higher 
- a theme he tested. yesterday on the - Heidi Gordon . dards vary from the achievement is still far off. Many 
Michigan legislature and the state's re- specific to the vagile. states have had standards for a ~ 
form-minded Republican governor. In Missouri, 11th- long time. they point out, but that 

National standards are at the core of the most ambitious White grade history students has nQt stopped a general erosion 
House initiative to improve American education in a generation. must "acquire a soUd in educational excellence. . 
But to achieve that goal. the president will have to win over a crit- foundation which in- "People say they want high 
ical mass of state and local officials - many ofwhom believe that eludes knowledge of: standards," says John Silber, 
deciding what children should learn is their responsibility, and not continuity and change chairman of the Massachusetts 
the federal government's. . " . in the history of Mis- Board of Education. "People also 

Still, support for the idea seems to be broadening. Already, souri, the United say they want to lose weight. but 
pressure from parents and business leaders has moved many States, and the world." they don't." . 
states to establish or revise academic standards.. Their counterparts in To Dr. Silber. America's 19th­

. 	-The movement to standards is primarily an economic issue; Oregon, meanwhile, century curriculum, in. which stu­
"says Michael Kirst. education pro- will . "demonstrate the dents had four years of math, sci­
fessor at Stanford University in ability to think critically, cre- ence, and English, are most worth 

. Palo Alto, Calif. "The big changes atively, and reflectively in making emulating. "That waS a rigorous 
in education always come from decisions and solving problems." curriculum. It'sjust that we got to 
outside, like Sputnik, the Vietnam Some educators say this dis-- the point where we thought 
War .... That's what causes the sys- parity in standards puts students everything should be fun. Well, it 
tern to move." in some states at a disadvantage. can't all be fun: " 

"In the 1980s, after the reces- "Look" at California," says Mr. Other educators warn that any 
sion, Toyota replaced Sputnik," Kirst. "There was an uproar over" push for high academic standards 
he adds. "That led to the idea that the low scores in reading and will be meaningless unless states 
we can· no longer afford local math. This is a state with the sixth test their students. 
standards in an international mar- largest economy ill the world, and "Not one state has both high 
ket.~ we're tied with Louisiana, and standards and high stakes, with 

Business leaders say today's ahead of only Guam and the Dis- real conSequences for students" 
schools produce future employ- trict of Columbia. There's some- and school personnel: says 
ees who have never learned to thing ... wrong with that: Edwin Delattre, dean of Boston 
read. write, or perform basic But a small group of states- University's school of education. 
math. Many parents who have rights. advocates and conserva· While some experts worry the 
moved from job to job and state tives say the push 'for national standards movement will be wa­
to state complain that their chil- standards is misguided, at best. tered down. others say parents 
dren are repeating some lessons will push states for improvement. 
and skipping others altogether. "You may have what you feel 

For education reformers, Vtr- are strong standards," says Ms. 
ginia has become the model for Gordon, ~but if parents can't un­
other states to emulate in the derstand them or don't like them, 
standards . movement." "Vtrginia you'U be shot out the window." 
has probably done the best job so 

far of writing academic standards 

that are rigorous, specific. and 

clear enough to use in the class­
room,~ says Heidi Gordon, a pol· 
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SECTION: VIEWPOINT, Pg. B3 

LENGTH: 886 words 

HEADLINE: NATIONAL TESTING IS NEEDED 

BYLINE: Chester E. Finn Jr. and Diane Ravitchj Chester E. Finn Jr. is a senior 
fellow at the Hudson Institutej Diane; Ravitch is a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution. They wrotei this for The Washington Post. 

BODY: 
PRESIDENT Clinton's proposal for national testing makes sense. As former 

assistant· secretaries of Educa.tion in the Reagan and Bush administrations, we 
urge Congress to support it. 

When George Bush and Lamar Alexander suggested something similar, which they 
called American Achievement 'Tests, congressional Democrats scoffed, and no such 
bill was ever introduced. 

And in 1992, when a bipartisan panel called the National Council on 
Education Standards and Testing recommended a form of national testing, a 
convoluted scheme that involved different tests based on common standards, the 
idea was ignored by congressional leaders and attacked by prominent educators. 

Still, it was a good idea then, and it's a good one now. 

In fact, Clinton's version of national testing is better than Bush's in these 
important respects: It doesn't require any new standards or tests to be devised, 
and it does not hinge on dubious efforts to attach multiple tests to uniform 
(nonexistent) standards. 

The administration has figured out that the nation already has two excellent 
tests that measure student achievement in reading and math, the most basic of 
basic skills. Accordingly, the President has proposed that states and school 
districts be permitted to use a respected national test for fourth-grade 
reading and an equally admirable international test for eighth-grade 
mathematics. 

Nobody is obliged to use these tests. The federal government will pay for the 
first round of testing, and after that it's up to states and districts. 

They can, however, embed the national tests into their own testing programs, 
which virtually every jurisdiction has, and commercial publishers would be 
licensed to offer them, a welcome form of "outsourcing" that would hold down 
costs, bureaucracy and allegations of unfair government competition. 

Most important, they're good tests, incorporating standards far more rigorous 

LEXIS··NEXIS· LEXIS·· NEXIS· LEXIS·· NEXIS· 
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than those most states are now using. 

THE READiNG TEST is based on the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), which has been around almost three decades but has never been used by 
districts or· schools to report the progress of individual students. The NAEP 
reading test is solid, multifaceted and has rigorous standards built into it. 

For eighth-graders, the White House proposes to make available the math part 
of the Third International Math and Science Study (TIMSS), given to a 
half-million youngsters in 41 countries. The standards are built into the 
international comparisons. It's TIMSS results that enabled us to see that our 
eighth-graders perform poorly in mathematics compared with their peers in many 
other industrial countries. 

Consider how powerful it will be for parents and teachers to compare the 
math prowess of their eighth-graders in, say, Phoenix or Minneapolis, to the 
performance of their peers in Korea and the Czech Republic .. Consider the impact 
of parents in Denver or Boston actually s·eeing how well their fourth-graders 
read in relation to a national standard of proficiency. 

) 

According to every major poll, an overwhelming majority of the American 
people want national standards and tests. Until now, there has been no way for 
parents or public offi·cials to get good information about how students are 
doing. 

Instead, they've been stuck with college entrance tests that are not 
representative of the full population and that, in any case, aren't even 
administered until the end of high school. Or they have had to settle for 
"standardized" tests. that yield spurious results about youngsters being' I.at 
or above grade level," even though "grade level" is simply a statistical 
average, not a true standard. 

Only with such information in hand can parents make wise choices among 
schools; can parents and legislators appraise how well their school systems are 
doing; can teachers and principals determine how effective their efforts are, 
and take corrective action where needed. 

To those worried about' 'local control," we say that these tests are a 
yardstick, not a harness. They give thefede·ralgovernment no new powers. The 
test results, in fact, will actually enhance local control by empowering 
consumers, policymakers and professionals to know what actions need to be taken 
locally to improve education. 

So important is national testing that it must be safeguarded from 
politicization, a temptation sure to arise if the student results are as bleak 
as everyone expects. 

To prevent this possibility, responsibility for national testing should be 
removed from the federal Educ.ation Department (and congressional committees) and 
placed under the control of an independent, nonpartisan body. Such an entity, 
called the National Assessment Governing Board, already exists. 

The White House's current plan to give control of national testing to the 
Department of Education would, we think, be a big mistake. 

LEXIS-· NEXIS-. 
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IF CLINTON will agree to turn the program for national testing into an 
autonomous agency, akin to the National Science Foundation (where the National 
Science Board sets policy) or the National Transportation Safety Board, then 
Congress should endorse this part of his education package. This proposal 
deserves their ~upport. " 

Once upon a .time it was even a Republican idea. Now it is a good American 
idea. 

LOAD-DATE: March 5, 1997 
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LENGTH: 911 words 

HEADLINE: TEST AMERICA'S STUDENTS 

BYLINE: CHESTER E. FINN JR. and DIANE RAVITCH 

BODY: 
PRESIDENT Clinton's proposal for national testing makes sense. As former 

assistant secretaries of the Department of Education in the Reagan and Bush 
administrations, we urge Congress to support it. 

When George Bush and Lamar Alexander suggested something similar, which they 
called American Achievement Tests, congressional Democrats scoffed, and no such 
bill was ever introduced. 

And in 1992, when a bipartisan panel called the National Council on 
Education Standards and Testing recommended a form of national testing, a 
convoluted scheme that involved different tests based on common standards, the 
idea was ignored by congressional leaders and attacked by prominent educators. 

Still, it was a good idea then, and it's a good one now. 

In fact, Clinton's version of national testing is better than Bush's in these 
important respects: It. doesn't require any new standards or tests to be devised, 
and it does not hinge on dubious efforts to attach multiple tests to uniform 
(nonexistent) standards. 

The administration has figured out that the nation already has two excellent 
tests that measure student achievement in reading and math, the most basic of 
basic skills. Accordingly, the president has proposed that states and school 
districts be permitted to use a respected national test for fourth-grade 
reading and an equally admirable international test for eighth-grade 
mathematics. 

Nobody is obliged to use these tests. The federal government will pay for the 
first round of testing, and after that it's up to states and districts. 

They can, however, embed the national tests into their own testing programs, 
which virtually every jurisdiction has, and commercial publishers would be 
licensed to offer them, a welcome form of "outsourcing' I that would hold down 
costs, bureaucracy and allegations of unfair government competition. 

Most important, they're good tests, incorporating standards far more rigorous 
than those most states are now using. 
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The reading test is based on the National Assessment of Educational Progress, 
which has been around almost three decades but has never been used by districts 
or schools to report the progress of individual students. The NAEP reading 
test is solid, multifaceted and has rigorous standards built into it. 

For eighth-graders, the White House proposes to make available the math part 
of the Third International Math and Science Study, given to a half-million 
youngsters in 41 countries. The standards are built into the international 
comparisons. It's TIMSS results that enabled us to see that our eighth-graders 
perform poorly in mathematics compared with their peers in many other industrial 
countries. 

Consider how powerful it will be for parents and teachers to compare the 
math prowess of their eighth-graders in, say, Phoenix or Minneapolis, to the 
performance of their peers in Korea and the Czech Republic. Consider the impact 
of parents in Denver. or Boston actually seeing how well their fourth-graders 
read in relation to a national standard of proficiency. 

According to every major poll, an overwhelming majority of the American 

people want national standards and tests. Until now, there has been no way for 

parents or public officials to get good information about how students are 

doing. 


Instead, they've been stuck with college-entrance tests that are not 

representative of the full population and that, in any case, aren't even 

administered until the end of high school. Or they have had to settle for 

, 'standardized" tests that yield spurious results about youngsters being "at 


'Ior above grade level," even though grade level' I is simply a statistical 

average, not a true standard. 


Only with such information in hand can parents make wise choices among 
. schools; can parents and legislators appraise how well their school systems are 
doing; can teachers and principals determine how effective their efforts are, 
and take corrective action where needed. 

To those worried about' 'local control, " we say that these tests are a 

yardstick, not a harness. They give the federal government no new powers. 


The test results, in fact, will actually enhance local control by empowering 
consumers, policy-makers and professionals to know what actions need to be taken 
locally to improve education. 

So important is national testing that it must be safeguarded from 
politicization, a temptation sure to arise. if the· student results are as bleak 
as everyone expects. 

To prevent this possibility, responsibility for national testing should be 
removed from the federal Education Department (and congressional committees) and 
placed under the control of an independent, nonpartisan body. Such an entity, 
called the National Assessment Governing Board, already exists. 

The White House's current plan to give control of national testing to the 

Department of Education would, we think, be a big mistake. 


LEXIS·· NEXIS· 
-&A member of the Reed Elsevier pic group -&A member of the Rt«f Elsevitr pic group -&A member of the Reed Elscvtrr pic group 



Page 65 
Roanoke Times & World News, February 27, 1997 

If Clinton will agree to turn the program for national testing into an 
autonomous agency, akin to the National Science Foundation (where the National 
Science Board sets policy) or the National Transportation Safety Board, then 
Congress should endorse this part of his education package. This proposal 
deserves their support. 

Once upon a time it was even a Republican idea. Now it is a good American 
idea. 

Chester E. Finn Jr. is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute; Diane Ravitch 
is a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. 

- The Washington Post 
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HEADLINE: AMERICA.NEEDS A NATIONAL PROGRAM OF STUDENT TESTING 

BYLINE: Chester E.Finn Jr. and Diane Ravitch 

BODY: 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S proposal for national testing makes sense. As former 

assistant secretaries of the Department of Education in the Reagan and Bush 
administrations, we urge Congress to support it. 

When President Bush and Uamar Alexander suggested something similar, which 
they called American Achievement Tests, congressional Democrats scoffed, and no 
such bill was ever introduced. 

And in 1992, when a bipartisan panel called the National Council on 
.Education Standards andT~sting recommended a form of national testing, a 
convoluted scheme that involved different tests based on common standards, the 
idea was igriored by congressional leaders and attacked by prominent educators. 

Still, it was a good idea then, and it's a good one now. 

In fact, Clinton's version of national testing is better than Bush's in these 
important respects: It doesn't require any new standards or tests to be devised, 
and it does not hinge on dubious efforts to attach multiple tests to uniform 
(nonexistent) standards. 

The administration has figured out that the nation already has two excellent 
tes.ts that measure student achievement in reading and math, the most basic of 
basic skills. Accordingly, the president has proposed that states and school 
districts be permitted to use a respected national test for fourth-grade 
reading and an equally admirable international test for eighth-grade 
mathematics. 

Nobody is obliged to use these tests. The federal government will pay for the 
first round of testing, and after that it's up to states and districts. 

THEY CAN, however, embed the national tests into their own testing programs, 
which virtually every jurisdiction has, and commercial publishers would be 
licensed to offer them, a welcome form of "outsourcing" that would hold down 
costs, bureaucracy and allegations of unfair government competition. 

Most important, they're good tests, incorporating standards far more rigorous 
than those most states now use. 
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The reading test is based on the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) , which has been around almost three decades but has never been used by 
districts or schools to report the progress of individual students. The NAEP 
reading test is solid, multifaceted and has rigorous standards built into it. 

For eighth-graders, the White House proposes to make available the math part 
of the Third International Mathand Science Study (TIMSS), given to a 
half-million youngsters in 41 countries. The standards are built into the 
international comparisons. It's TIMSS results that enabled us to see that our 
eighth-graders perform poorly in mathematics compared with their peers in many 
other industrial countries . 

. Consider how powerful it will be for parents and teachers to compare the 
math prowess of their eighth-graders in, say, Phoenix or Minneapolis, to the 
performance of their peers in Korea and the Czech Republic. Consider the impact 
of parents in Denver or Boston actually seeing how well their fourth-graders 
read in relation to a national standard of proficiency. 

According to every major poll, an overwhelming majority of the American 
people want national standards and tests. Until now, there has been no way for 
parents or public officials to get good information about how students are 
doing. 

Instead, they've been stuck with college entrance tests that are not 
representative of the full population and that, in any case, aren't even 
administered until the end of high school. Or they have had to settle for 
"standardized" tests that yield spurious results about youngsters being "at or 
above grade level," even though "grade level" is simply a statistical average, 
not a true standard. 

Only with such information can parents make wise choices among schools; can 
parents and legislators appraise how well their school systems are doing; can 
teachers and principals determine how effective their efforts are, and take 
corrective action where needed. 

To those worried about "local control," we say that these tests are a 
yardstick, not a harness. They give the federal government no new powers. The 
test results, in fact, will actually enhance local control by empowering 
consumers, policy-makers and professionals to know what actions need to be taken 
locally to improve education. 

So important is national testing that it must be safeguarded from 
politicization, a temptation sure to arise if the student results are as bleak 
as everyone expects. 

To prevent this possibility, responsibility for national testing should be 
removed from the federal Education Department (and congressional committees) and 
placed under the control of an ~ndependent, nonpartisan body. Such an entity, 
called the National Assessment Governing Board, already exists. 

THE WHITE House's current plan to give control of national testing to the 
Department of Education would, we think, be a big mistake. If Clinton will agree 
to turn the program for national testing into an autonomous agency, akin to the 
National Science Foundation (where the National Science Board sets policy) or 
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the National Transportation Safety Board, then Congress should endorse this part 
of his. education package. This proposal deserves their support. 

Once upon a time it was even a Republican idea. Now it is a good American 
idea. 

GRAPHIC: BRINTON/Special to The Bee 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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HEADLINE: 'Our national mission'; 

Education chief urges volunteer testing, ·tutors 


BYLINE: Doug Cumming; STAFF WRITER 


BODY: 
Echoing.President Clinton's "call to action" on education two weeks ago, the 

U.S. secretary of education Tuesday invoked war-time images of school 
improvement as "our great patriotic cause, our national mission." 

Richard Riley, at the Carter Center in Atlanta for his fourth annual State of 
American Education address, said the time is right to focus attention on 
teaching the nation's youth, because "our country is prosperous and at peace." 
And, he noted, Democrats and Republicans seem at relative peace for the first 
time in years on the issue of education. 

Shying away from anything that hints of a national curriculum or federal 
standards, Riley ~ushed Clinton's plan to ask states to voluntarily accept 
national fourth~grade reading and eighth-grade math tests to show whether 
students have mastered challenging material. 

Based on sample testing from recent years, such tests, paid for by Washington 
the first year, probably would show that Georgia's students are doing worse 
today than the current standardized tests lead people to believe. 

Gov.Zell Miller, who was praised again by Riley for the HOPE scholarship and 
prekindergarten programs, said he would support such national tests in Georgia. 

Riley, pushing Clinton's crusade for a million volunteer reading tutors, 
announced that four religious denominations in Atlanta and Georgia will be 
marshaling volunteers for this effort. The 500 African Methodist Episcopal 
churches in Georgia, for example, would be used for after-school tutoring by 
church members. 

Riley's 50-minute speech, introduced by former President Jimmy Carter, touted 
all 10 points of Clinton's 1997 education agenda, including $ 5 billion in 
federal school-construction funds. He mentioned the fast-growing Gwinnett COUnty 
school system as needing such aid. 

Riley also won ~pplause by talking tough on bad schools and burned- out 
teachers. Close down or reconstitute those schools, he said, and give those 
teachers "a fair chance to leave the profession." 
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He criticized tax vouchers for private schools, which are being proposed in 
Congress and in the Georgia Legislature, but praised charter schools and other 
innovations within the public system. 

Riley will visit Atlanta's Inman Middle School today. 

GRAPHIC: Color photo and teaser box: (appeared onA/Ol with reference to A/03 
story) Urging recommitment to educating youth, Education Secretary 
Richard Riley calls for construction funds and innovations in his State 
of American education address Tuesday at the Carter Center. / W.A. 
BRIDGES JR. / Staff 
Photo: Showing off photos o.f his latest grandchildren, Education 
Secretary Richard Riley opens his State of American Education address 
Tuesday at the Carter Center. / W.A. BRIDGES JR. / Staff 
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HEADLINE: Educators grade Clinton highly on school plans 

BYLINE: Pat Ordovensky 

DATELINE: ORLANDO, Fla. 

BODY: 
ORLANDO, Fla: -- President Clinton's plans to improve public schools 

are drawing praise from the nation's school administrators. 

Educators applaud Clinton's efforts to focus attention on education, 
they like his idea of national tests and -- despite the federal 
government's minor role in school funding -- they think his initiatives 
can have an impact. 

A poll of 673 educators at the American Association of School 
Administrators (AASA) convention here shows: 

--78% are pleased Clinton is moving education near the top of 
the national agenda with his State of the Union message and school. 
reform proposals. 

"The president is clearly recognl.zl.ng the significance of education 
for the future of this country," says John O'Rourke of Pittsford, 
N.Y., national superintendent of the year. 

59% support Clinton's move toward voluntary tests of fourth-graders 
in reading and eighth-graders in math. 

-- 53% think his efforts will affect school improvement. 

"Most of us think the president's initiatives are right on target," 
says Paul Houston, AASA executive director. "when he explained 
his support for national standards and tests, he made it clear 
that many children could suffer unless we are equally committed 
to helping children reach those standards and pass those tests. R 

Clinton's plea for national testing was brought to the AASA convention 
by.Gerald Tirozzi, assistant secretary of education. He told school 
officials the feds will pay the first-year cost of administering 
the tests for all who volunteer. 

"This will give you an opportunity," Tirozzi said, "to take 
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a snapshot of how your students are doing compared to the rest 
of the country." 

The survey of convention-goers also shows: 

-- 26% think higher standards are the top priority for improving 
schools; 2~% say school funding is most important; 20% say the 
No. ~ need is better teacher training. 

57% say they would not require school uniforms even if their 
state laws permit it. 

Of the 673 poll respondents, 370 are school superintendents. The 
rest are other administrators, principals and school board members. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: February ~7, ~997 
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HEADLINE: 83% back education testing 

BYLINE: Dennis Kelly; Mimi Hall 

BODY: 
President Clinton's plan to test every fourth- and eighth-grader 


in reading and math has huge support, a USA TODAYjcNNjGallup Poll 

shows. 


In the poll of 400 people Wednesday, 83% said they favored the 

idea and just 13% were opposed. 


Clinton, in his State of the Union speech Tuesday, asked school 
districts to adopt national testing in 1999. The first year's 

, cost would be paid by the federal government. 

Clinton, meanwhile, traveled to Georgia Wednesday to ask for help 
in persuading Congress to approve $ 51 billion in new education 
spending. 

"I'm committed to doing my J?art. You must do yours," he said 

in a speech at Augusta State University. 


He also said that he is not trying to undermine stat'e control 

of education with national tests. "Algebra is the same in Georgia 

as it is in Utah." 


Ralph Reed of the Christian Coalition, said wednesday a mandatory 
national standard "undermines local control of education." 

Some educators favored the plan. Frank,Newman of the Education 

Commission of the states,' said tests now "are too infrequent 

and the results are not available quickly enough . .. to truly 

assess educational effectiveness." 


But key Republicans looked at Clinton's $ 51 billion price tag 

and said throwing money at problems is not the answer. 


"Don't we have to look at what has already worked and'what hasn't" 
before trying new programs? asked Chairman William Goodling, R-Pa., 
of the House education committee. 

The poll's margin of error is 5 percentage points. 
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Ointon proposes setting national 

By Dennis Kelly 
USA TODAY 

The national tests that President 
Clinton proposed Tuesday nigllt 
would give states and local school 
districts a new yardstick to see Ilow 
their students stack up against the 
rest of the country and the world. 

Some observers said Tuesday they 
wanted to wait and see wtlether the 
test proposals would translate into an 
intrusion on local control 

But those Same observers praised 
Ointon for using the bully pulpit to 
push tougher academic standards. 

Qinton is proposing that states 
adopt newly developed. volun~ 
national tests for fourtb-graders In 
reading and . for eighth-graders in 
math. The teSts would be adminis­
tered beginlng in 1999. 
. The reading test would be based 
OD the National Assessment of Edu­
cational Progre!iI!I (NAEP). a federal 

project that has used a random.~ 
pie of US. students to gauge skills In 
math, reading and other subjects for 
27 years. . . 

The math test would be based on 
the Third International Mathematics 

and Science Study (TIMSS), which 
tested 40;000 US. students apinst 
peers in 41 countries. 

. '1b.is is actually one piece of the 
Qinton plan 1 like," says Chester 
rmn, senior tellow a,t the Hudsoo In­

stitute. ''Wbat's smart Is he's uslns· 
two weJ.l..regarded existing tests as' 
the basis ot thIs." . . 

Other than NAEP. schoOls bIrfe lit­
de way ot seeing how their ....... 

compare to those in other ~~ .. 
few students take NAEP ~:. 

The Ointon administratioR Il1o 
argues that the NAEP and "I'IIIiS 
tests are based on some ot die ....... 

est standards around. 

standards for schools 
"I think on face value it sounds 

like a good thing. particularly wilen 
you're talking aboUt a test as solid as 
NAEP." says Jeanne All~n, president But Rep. William Goodling; R-Pa.. 
of the Center for Education Refonn. chainnan of the House Committee
a conservative group that pushes tor on Education and the Workforce,
loc81ly controlled reform. "But ... questions the need for more money.
the devil is in the details." He says the nation has spent $50 bil­

Allen wants tough standards, but lion on Head Start and $100 billion on 
not ones generated by the federal­ Chapter 1, which gives tederal aid to 
government Ilelp with reading and math. 

"I do not think the president is g0­ With literacy skills as low as they
ing to mandate these," says ,.Anne are, "we have to admit (the pro­
Bryant, execudve director ot the Na­ grams) didn't work," Goodling says. 

Instead, he says, the country needs to 
tional School Boards Associadon. "I tocus on family literacy and parent­
think it's something the president is ing Skills so children have someone 
holding out as something for us to at home to help build their skills, 
strive tor." " 

Ointon also renewed his call for 

making sure every student can read 

independeridy by third grade, He 

wants money to pay 30,000 reading 

specialists and coordinators to re­

cruit and train 1 million tutors. 


USA TODAY-WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 5, 1997,- A"'3 
-~ Critics: College plan not aiding neediest 

Crltic:s ot Presldeot ClInton's ~ A tax deduction of up to 
college aid pr'oposal say it falls to $10,000 a year for educational ex~ 
help the neediest students. penses. 

Qinton wants: , But 10w-tncome families who 
~ A $300 boost in Pell Grants, pay Ulde or no taxes wouldn't ben­

to a $3,000 maximum. and ex­ eAt from the deduction, says 
panding eligibility to students who Larry Gladieux. executive direc· 
are ftnancially Independent tor tor poUcy analysis, The Col· 
~ HOPE Scholarships ot up to lege Board. And the HOPE pro­

$1,500 in a refundabl~ tax credit gram is a tax credit, applied only 
Students would be eligible for a against existing tax liability, 
second year it they earn at least a 
B average and stay orr drugl. By Mary Beth Marklein 
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in Dearborn. "It's like being with family." 
The NAIA also provides services for 

the . American-Indian community, 
including job training. Wanda 
Dockstader, 40, of Detroit completed the 
training program there and works as a 
school service assistant at Detroit's 
Medicine Bear American . Indian 
Academy. 

She moved to Detroit in 1966 after 
leaving an Oneida reservation in Ontario. 

The mother of three, Dockstader 
teaches American-Indian crafts at 
Medicine. Bear American Indian 
Academy, a public school centered on the 
cultures and traditions of American 
Indians. 

"I eamed my GED in 1988, and I plan 
to attend Wayne State University," she 
said. "I'd like to see all Native Americans 
get their education because, to me, that's 
the only way to fulfillment." 

The South Eastern Michigan . Indian 
center in Center Line is another gathering 
place for American Indians. The 
organization provides direct services for 

, . Macomb, Oakland and St. Clair counties, 
including a food distribution program 

and job training among others. 
Ragsdale, of the South Eastern 

Michigan Indians. said: "We are one of 
the most complex of all people because 
we come from over 500 tribes, but we 
simply want the same respect that 
everyone else wants." 

Who is a Native American? 
The definition of Native American 

keeps changing among tribes and 
government agencies. 

For example: 
* U.S. Department of Education: A 

person is a Native American if he or she 
belongs to a state or federally recognized 
tribe, including tribes terminated by the 
federal· government after 1940. The 
agency also recognizes immediate 
descendants of those people, all AlaSka 
natives, and some special cases. 

.. U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs: A 
Native AmeriCan is someone recognized 
by one of the 510 federally recognized 
tribes, or who can document their li.nk to 
people on tribal rolls or government 
records kept in the 1800s. Members of 
tribes. the U.S. government tried to 

disband are not eligible. To receive hiring 
preference, BIA employees must be a 
member of a federally recognized tribe or 
at least one-half Native American blood. 

• Michigan Indian tuition waiver: 
People who are a quarter or more Native 
American and who have lived in 
Michigan for at least 12 months are 
eligible for the state college tuition 
waiver. 

• Tribes: Each tribe has the sovereign. 
right to determine membership. Most . 
Michigan . tribes require one-quarter 
blood except for the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians, which admits 
all descendants of tribal members, and 
the Hannahville Potawatomi Indian 
Community, which requires members to 

. be 	 at least half Native American. 
Caption: Allan Gabriel carries' a sacred 
incense of sage, tobacco and grasses 
during a Native-American religious 
ceremony at Christ the Good Shepherd 
Church in Lincoln Park. James Borchuck 
/ The Detroit Newsll 

COMMENTARY 

The Wall StreetJournal 
05/01/97 

Letters to the Editor:·Standards Tests Minus The Fear 
and Loathing 

Lynn Cheney's diatribe against 
voluntary national tests· ("Whose 
National Standards?" editorial page, 
April 2) misstates the problem and the 

. proposed solution. Ms. Cheney contends 
that the president's proposed tests' ­
which will help gauge how American 
students are doing compared with each 
other and with other nations' students ­
will lead to a national curriculum 
dictated by often unorthodox leaming 
styles. But defining the proposed test as 
something it is not does not make it so. 
An examination of this issue minus the 
fearful hyperbole reveals the soundness 
and significance of the president's 
proposal. 

As President Clinton and Secretary of 
Education Richard W. Riley have stated, 
reading is reading and math is math, 
throughout the country. That is, the 

expectations for reading and math are, or . 
should be, the· same everywhere. 
Researchers agree that by the fourth 
grade, when the reading test is to be 
given, all students should know how to 
read well, no matter how they leam to do 
it, or they will be at a significant risk for 
a lifetime of diminished' success in 
school. 

~ontrary to Ms. Cheney'S view, 
President Clinton's plan for a voluntary 
national test will not endorse any of the 
teaching methods she so fears - or for 
that matter any instructional method at 
all. We want states to challenge students 

. to master basic and advanced academic 
skills, but it remains up to states, local 
school districts, and teachers to 
determine the best method to teach their 
students. What these tests, which states 

are not required to use, will do is offer 
states; local communities, teachers and 
parents a yardstick by which to assess 
whether their students arid children are 
maStering critical basic skills early 
enough to succeed. 
- The tests will be based both on the 

well-established and respected National 
Assessment of Education Progress 
(NAEP) test, which has been a crucial 
and reliabl~ national indicator of student 
achievement for many years and is used 
by more than 43 states, and on the widely 
accepted Third International Math and 
Science Study (TIMSS), used by the U.S. 
and many other nations.' 

Marshall S, Smith 
Acting Deputy Secretary 
Department of Education 
Washington. 
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Of President Clinton's 10 ideas to improve the schools, one holds real 
promise: his call for national standards and testing. But the wrong standards 
would be worse than none at all. 

The president's plan would let each U.S. fourth-grader take a national 
reading test and every eighth-grader a math exam. Parents could then compare 
their children's scores to those of the district, state and nation. 

Any data would be an improvement. As things now stand, parents, teachers and 
principals have no good way to compare student performance. We have only a 
handful of measures: the Scholastic Assessment Test, the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress and the odd international exam. 

None is even close to universal, and few schools use them to evaluate their 
own performance, let alone students. And the NAEP has only broken down its 
results by state in the last few years. 

Why does testing matter? It lets education' 'consumers" and' 'providers" 
know how their service stacks up. That's the best way to spur improvement. 

Take California. In '92, the NAEP let the Golden State know it had tied 
Louisiana for last place in fourth-grade reading. Shocked, parents and concerned 
citizens forced the state to abandon' 'whole language" - an inferior way to 
teach reading that' 'experts" had inflicted on California a decade before. 

Most parents respect teachers, often rightly so. But teachers have little 
control (or responsibility or accountability) in today's schools. Bureaucrats 
and unions set the real priorities, and'those don't include letting any 
, 'consumer" be king. At best, they promise to do better if offered more money 
-while fighting the search for ways to do more with less. 

A touch of education glasnost can wake parents up to the bitter, truth. The 
slight rise in testing over the past 15 years has put the schools' poor showing 
in the spotlight - and helped fuel today's drive for reform. 

But not all tests are equal. The education' 'blob" is happy to offer mush 
under the label of real tests. The Golden State establishment, for one, sunk 
millions into setting up the California Learning Assessment System. But the 
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"state- of-the-art" result was .useless psychobabble. It set out to probe 
student feelings and beliefs, not their skills or knowledge. 

The establishment can mess up efforts to raise standards, too. The first set 
of national history standards, released in '94, made so much room for 

'alternative" views that the result was blatantly anti-Western, even 
anti-American. 

One more danger: If the "blob" produces standards that are too low, ·they 
could become a ceiling beyond which few schools aim. Clinton's plan would avoid 
that by basing his tests on the NAEP's. 

The president seems to truly care about education. He said the right things 
to the Democratic Leadership Council in December: "We must dramatically reform 
our public schools, demanding high standards and accountability from every 
teacher and every student, promoting reforms like public choice, school choice 
and charter schools in every state. " 

But will he fight for what he knows is right? His testing plan already falls 
short of President Bush's call for 15 national tests. 

Yes, a more modest plan has a better chance of becoming law. But if Clinton 
waters it down much more, we'll have the politically correct history standards, 
or California's psychobabble testing, allover again. 
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Education Commissioner-Bill Cody would like fourth-,and eighth-grade students 

in Kentucky to take a national reading and mathematics test proposed by 
President Clinton. 

The test, which has not been developed yet, would consist of a reading test 
for fourth-graders and a math test for eighth-graders. 

Mr. Cody said Kentucky could include ,the national test in the state­
sponsored tests given annually to determine whether schools are meeting their 
goals. Parents want to make comparisons with other states, he said, and using 
the national test might save the state money, because the federal government 
would pay for the test the first year. 

Four states - Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina and 'California have already 
volunteered to participate in the test, which will start in 1999 .. 

Mr. Cody said Wednesday that he wants to speak to members of the state Board 
of Education before making a commitment. He said the state Department of 
Education is also interested in helping develop the national test. 

Mr. Clinton has said the test would be tied to accepted standards and would 
help parents and teachers see whether students were learning. 

The test would last about 90 minutes and would provide individual scores. It 
would have multiple-choice questions and open-ended questions requiring a 
written response. 

Some critics at the national level, including the National Center for Fair & 
Open Testing, a non-profit group based in Cambridge, Mass., have questioned 
whether more testing would help improve schools and are concerned that teachers 
will "teach the test" while ignoring other subjects. 

But several Kentucky education groups expressed support for the test, with 
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some reservations about the additional time it would take away from classroom 
instruction. 

Ann Walls, a fourth-grade teacher at Cochran Elementary in Louisville, said 
that she didn't want more time devoted to testing but that parents "are looking 
for some standard kind of measure" to make comparisons. 

Mr. Cody said that if the test were used, it could eventually replace 
portions of the Kentucky Instructional Results Information System test, known as 
KIRIS, which is given each spring and is used to decide whether schools qUalify 
for cash rewards or need state assistance. Substituting the new test for 
portions of KIRIS'would mean that no extra time would be needed for testing, he 
said. 

States would pick up the cost of the test after the first year. But Mr. Cody 
said there could be some savings if the'cost is less than what the state now 
pays a private contractor to develop KIRIS. 

He said the national test could also replace a standardized test that the 
state reqUires students to take in the ninth grade, the sixth grade and the last 
year of primary, formerly the third grade. The standardized test, just started 
this school year, can be used to make national comparisons, but results from 
this test aren't part of the KIRIS results and won't be used for accountability 
purposes. 

Another change this school year spreads the KIRIS test over more grades so 
the time spent on testing will be reduced. In. the past, students in the 
fourth, eighth and 11th grades were given tests, but this year grades five and 
seven will be added and the different academic subjects will be divided among 
the grades. This will reduce testing time from 14 hours to seven hours except in 
the 11th grade. KIRIS tests reading in the fourth grade and mathematics in the 
eighth grade. 

Some states, including Kentucky, also participate in the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress. But that tests only a sampling of students and doesn't 
provide individual scores. 

Earl Stivers, an eighth-grade mathematics teacher at Beaumont Middle School 
in Fayette county, said he thought the proposal was a good idea, as long as it 
didn't reqUire more time being devoted to testing. 

"I think parents are interested in how we compare" to the rest of the 
country, he said. 

Mr. Stivers also said a national test could help textbook publishers because 
there would be consistent standards instead of different ones in each state. 

Sen. David Karem, the Democratic floor leader from Louisville who is co­
chair of a task force examining the Kentucky Education Reform Act, said the new 
test would be helpful if it brought "greater credibility" to the KIRIS ,test, 
which has been the target of critics who say it's not an accurate measure. 

Sen. Dan KellYI the Republican leader from Springfield I said he agreed with 
Mr. Cody's goals of saving money and having a national comparison but wants to 
make sure the test is reliable and valid - the same qUestions he has about 
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Education Commissioner Bill Cody would like fourth- and eighth-grade students 

in Kentucky to take a national reading and mathematics test proposed by 
President Clinton. 

The test, which has not been developed yet, would consist of a reading test 
for fourth-graders and a math test for eighth-graders. 

Cody said Kentucky could include the national test in the state-sponsored 
tests given annually to determine whether schools are meeting their goals. 
Parents want to make comparisons with other states, he said, and using the 
national test might save the state money, because the federal government would 
pay for the test the first year. 

Four states Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina and California - have 
already volunteered to participate in the test, which will start in 1999. 

Cody said wednesday that he wants to speak to members of the state Board of 
Education before making a commitment. He said the state Department of Education 
is also interested in helping develop the national test. 

Clinton has said the test would be tied to accepted standards and would help 
parents and teachers see whether students were learning. 

The test would last about 90 minutes and would provide individual scores. It 
would have mUltiple-choice questions and open-ended questions requiring a 
written response. 

Some critics at the national level, including the National Center for Fair & 
Open Testing, a non-profit group based in Cambridge, Mass., have questioned 
whether more testing would help improve schools and are concerned that teachers 
will' 'teach the test" while ignoring other subjects. 

But several Kentucky education groups expressed support for the test, with 
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some reservations about the additional t'ime it would take away from classroom 
instruction. 

Ann Walls, a fourth-grade teacher at Cochran Elementary in Louisville, said 
that she didn't want more time devoted to testing but that parents "are lo~king 
for some standard kind of measure" to make comparisons. 

Cody said that if the test were used, it could eventually replace portions of 
the Kentucky Instructional Results Information System test, known as KIRIS, 
which is given each spring and is used to decide whether schools qualify for 
cash rewards or need state assistance. Substituting the new test for portions of 
KIRIS would mean that no extra time would be needed for testing, he said. 

States would pick up the cost of the test after the first year. But Cody said 
there could be some savings if the cost is less than what the state now pays a 
private contractor to develop KIRIS. 

He said the national test could also replace a standardized test that the 
state requires students to t~ke in the ninth grade, the sixth grade and the last 
year of primary, formerly the third grade. The standardized test, just started 
this school year, can be used to make national comparisons, but results from 
this test aren't part of the KIRIS results and won't be used for accountability 
purposes. 

Another change this school year spreads the KIRIS test over more grades so 
the'time spent on testing will be reduced. In the past, students in the 
fourth, eighth and 11th grades were given tests, but this year grades five and 
seven will be added and the different academic subjects will be divided among 
the grades. This will reduce testing time from 14 hours to seven hours except in 
the 11th grade. Like Clinton's proposal, KIRIS tests reading in the fourth 
grade and mathematics in the eighth grade. 

Some states, including Kentucky, also participate in the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress. But that tests only a sampling of students and doesn't 
provide individual scores. 

Earl Stivers, an eighth-grade mathematics teacher at Beaumont Middle School 
in Fayette County, said he thought the proposal was a good idea, as long as it 
didn't require more time being devoted to testing. 

"I think parents are interested in how we compare" to the rest of the 
country, he said. 

Stivers also said a national test could help textbook publishers because 
there would be consistent standards instead of different ones in each state. 

Sen. David Karem, the Democratic floor leader from Louisville who is co­
chair of a task force examining the Kentucky Education Reform Act, said the new 
test would be helpful ifI it brought 'greater credibility" to the KIRIS test,1 

which has been the target of critics who say it's not an accurate measure. 

Sen. Dan Kelly, the Republican leader from Springfield, said he agreed with 
Cody's goals of saving money and having a national comparison but wants to make 
sure the test is reliable and valid - the same questions he has about KIRIS. 
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California's top public schools official and dozens of the state's high-tech 

executives Wednesday endorsed President Clinton's proposal for a national, 
voluntary testing standard for students. 

State Superintendent of Public Schools Delaine Eastin joined Clinton, Vice 
President Al Gore and several Californians in lauding a national academic 
benchmark that they asserted would lead to better educated schoolchildren. 

California follows Maryland, Michigan and North Carolina in backing the 
proposal. 

"With California's endorsement, states and school systems that educate 
nearly 20 percent of America's schoolchildren are now on the road to measuring 
their students against those standards, " Clinton said during a 45-minute 
round-table discussion in the White House. 

"We need high national standards, " Eastin said, "just as we need many 
other national goals. Then we can measure progress. Then we can prove to parents 
we're getting the job done and prove to the general public that public education 
is still America's highest-yielding investment." 

The president's proposal would implement a set of performance standards and 
tests that would examine the reading skills of fourth-graders and the math 
knowledge of eighth-graders. 

While Clinton characterized his efforts on behalf of national testing as a 
, 'crusade, " his is a voluntary program that states and local school districts 
need not adopt. 

Mandatory testing is controversial within education circles and likely would 
generate opposition from Republicans in C?ngress. Some in the GOP, though, have 
embraced the voluntary plan. Clinton addressed the Michigan Legislature last 
month as the guest of GOP Gov. John Engler, who supports it. 

Watching the East Room discussion were two dozen executives of high-tech 
firms, including many headquartered in California, who back the president's 
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testing proposal. 
"It's the biggest, broadest bipartisan endorsement ever from the high 

technology industry, " said John Doerr, a partner in the venture capital firm of 
Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers. "We all agree that we need national 
education standards.' , 

Among the 200 high-tech executives nationwide who support the proposal are 
Jim Barksdale, chief executive officer and president of Netscape Communicationsi 
Gilbert Amelio, chief executive officer and chairman of Apple Computer,and 
Steve Case, chairman and president of America Online. 
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The chiefs of more than 200 major technological companies pledged Wednesday 

to use their clout to push educators to ,adopt voluntary national tests aimed at 
building a stronger educational system. 

The executives, who gathered in Washington on Wednesday to endorse President 
Clinton's proposal to establish national testing standards for fourth- and 
eighth-graders, said U.S. schools are failing to provide enough skilled workers 
to fill thousands of high-tech jobs. 

Without skilled workers, they warned, American leadership in technology and 
the economic growth that it brings is threatened. 

"We are striving for what. you would call in manufacturing a zero-defect 
result," Clinton said in a White House meeting with the technology executives. 

The president said national standards should "guarantee that 100 percent -of 
the children" graduate from high school with the skills required to go to 
college and train for high-wage jobs in places like northern California's 
Silicon Valley, one of the most economically vibrant regions of the country. 

The high-tech endorsement lends weight to the idea of national standards to 
boost educational performance, a cornerstone in Clinton's second-term agenda. 

It is also a political touchstone for Vice President Al Gore, whom most 
observers expect to run for president in 2000 - and who will need to court 
California and its high-tech industry in the process. 

The difficulty in filling the jobs, according to high-tech companies, is that 
schools are not teaching enough children the proper skills in reading, math, 
science, engineering or computer programming to allow them to work in computer 
or biotechnology jobs. 

"People in the high-tech sector bang their heads against each other trying to' 
hire enough people," said Marc Andreessen, co-founder of Netscape Communications 
in Mountain View, Calif. "There's a whole series of things that have to happen 
to improve education. This is just a start." 
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HIGH-TECH FIRMS BACK NATIONAL 
,SCHOOL TESTS,. BUSINESS LEADERS 
'VOW TO PUSH CLINTON PLAN 
By Knight-RidderlTribune. , 

The chiefs of more than 200 major 
technological companies pledged 
Wednesday to use their clout to push 
educators to 'adopt voluntary national 
tests aimed at building a stronger 
educational system. 

The executives, who gathered in 
Washington on Wednesday to endorse 
President, Clinton's proposal to establish 
national testing standards for 4th graders 
and 8th graders, said U.S. schools are 
failing to provide enough skilled workers 
to fill thousands of high-tech jobs. 

Without skilled worKers, they. warned, 
American le!ldership in technology and 
the economic growth that it brings is 
threatened. 

"We are striving for what you would 
call in manufacturing a zero-defect 
result," Clinton said in a White House 
meeting with the technology executives. 

The president said national standards 
should "guarantee that 100 percent of the 
children" graduate from high school with 
,the skills required to go to college and 

, train for high-wage jobs in places like 
, Northern California's Silicon Valley, one 
of the most economically vibrant regions 
of the country. 

The high-tech endorsement lends 
weight to the idea of national standards 
to boost, educational performance, a 
cornerstone in Clinton'ss«ond-term 
agenda' 

Education is a subject of vital interest, 
to the executives, whose high-tech 

companies are forced to look overseas for 
programmers and whose assembly line 
workers must understand statistics., 

"What this is really about is about the 
new economy and what our kids, oui' 
companies, and society has got to do to 
compete and prosper," said John Doerr, a 
venture capitalist. ' 

"We all agree that we need national 
education standards. These companies 
that have endorsed this prograrn today 
employ a half-million people. More 
importantly, they've created 130,000 jobs 

, over the last four years. And even more 
importantly than that, they have hundreds 
to thousands of high-wage job openings 
right now that they're trying to filL" 

The difficulty in lil.ling the jobs, 
according to high-tech companies: is that 
schools are not teaching enough children 
the proper skills in reading, math, 
science, engineering or computer 
progriunming to allow them to work in 
computer or biotechnology jobs.. 

"People in the high-tech sector bang 
their heads against each other trying to 
hire enough people," said Marc 
Andreessen, co-founder of Netscape 
Communications in Mountain View, 
Calif. "There's a whole series of things 
that have to happen to improve 
education~ This is just a start." 

Delaine Eastin, California's 
superintendent of public .instruction, also 
attended Wednesday's White House 
meeting and endorsed the national 
standards proposal. 

She called the national standards vital 
to moving her state's schools forward and 
assuring parents that educators "can get 
the job done." 

"Just because a kid gets an .A' . , , 
doesn't mean anything," she said. "I need 
(standards) to know how my kid 
measures up against kids in Connecticut 
and Kentucky." 

If other California education officials 
echo Eastin's support-a course by no 
means certain-the state's S.S million 
public school students would join those 
in Maryland, Michigan and North 
Carolina, and those in U.S;' military 
schools, in taking the tests beginning in 
1999. While that's onl'y four states, they 
contain about 20 percent of public school 
'students. 

In California, Republican Gov. Pete 
Wilson sounded a discordant note. "The 
bottom .Iine is, she (Eastin) doesn't have 
the authority to set policy for the state of 
California," said Wilson spokesman Sean 
Walsh. 

The tests would be designed by the 
U.S. Department of Education at a cost 
oUIO million to $12 million, paid out of 
existing research funds, said Education 
Secretary Richard Riley. 

The administration also has pledged to 
absorb the costs of the first year of 
administering the tests. which Riley 
estimated at $80 million to $90 million. 
But that money must come from 
Congress in the 1999 budget.• 
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.'schools Chief, CEOs Back· National Tests 
OintonHails"Endorsement as Sign of Widespread Support for Standarda 

By Rene Sanchez 
W..-.laa Poot SId Wfiler 

President Clinton's campaign to 
give students new national tests in 
reading and math, the most contro­
versial part of his second-term edu­
cation agenda, picked up the support 
yesterday of two significant allies: 
the chief of public schools in Califor­
fua and a group of 240 prominent ex­
ecutives in the nation's technology 
)ndustry. 
: During a short White House fo­
'rWn on education, Clinton and Vice 
:President Gore hailed those en­
~orsements as compelling evidence 
~t his testing proposal, wtUcb is 
).mprecedelited in American schools. 
}s being embraced nationwide. 

"California and aU of you who are 
here today have given powerful DeW 
momentum to the crusade for na­
~ional education standards,· the 
president said. 
: But even as Clint~ praised the 
state's school supenntendent, De­
laine Eastin, for backing the national 
tests, aides to CaJifomia Gov. Pete 

, ~tlson (R) said yesterday that the 
state has not decided if it will sup­
~ the president's pian. 
. "The idea is still being reviewed." 
fiaid Dao. Edwards, a spnIresman for 
~ on educaticin "Her endolSe­
roent does not speak for all of the eel­
~tion hierarchy of CaJifOmia. ••. 
It says nothing but that she persoa­
any supports the idea." 
: Clinton bas vowed to make the vol­
untary tests a top priority of his sec­
ond term and bas traveled to several 
state legislatures in the past few' 
inonths to promote the idea. It is ODe 

of the moSt politically sensitive issues 
In education because some offic:iaIs 
fear it could lead to excessive federal 
mtrusioo in local schooIa. 
~ While most other iDdustri.a.Ii:e na­
tions have strict natiooal staDdarda : 
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and tests for core academic subjects, 
standards and testing vary widely 
acrosa the United. States and are set 
largely by Ioc:aI school boards. 

.There have been several other 
bigb-prOSe attempts this decade by 
busiDesa and education leaders to de­
velop voluntary national standardao 
but those initiatives often have ~ 
duced more CODtroversy than resu1t& 

Three states-Maryland, Michigan 
and North Carolina-have committed 
to Clinton's pian, and California's sup­
port wouJd be quite significanL W"rdl 
more than 5 million students, it ac­
counts for mOre tbao 10 percent of 
the nation's public scbooI enrollment. 
Eastin, who is an elected officii!.. 
vowed to fight for it. "We'U work t1Il 
this OIl a bigb-priority basis: sbe said. 
"to make this happea witbia the next 
COUIIie c& yeara.," 

Beginning in 1999, Clinton wants 
to test all fourth-graders in reading 
and all eighth-graders in .math with ; 
two seParate exams that arerughly i 
regarded among' educators for aca- i 
~mic rigor. Clinton has pledged to 'I 

have the federal government pay for 
the first year of testing. Afterwaro. I 
states may have to pick up the tab. 

The 240 industry leaders who 
joined Clinton at the White House 
yesterday, many of wbosecoinpanies 
are based in California, also pledged 
to begiD campaigning for the tests in 
every state. "We aU agree that we !1 
need national education standards,~ ,. 
said John Doerr, a venture capitalist ,'; 
who is helping lead the group. "These 
companies that have endorsed this 
program employ a half-million people. 
More importantly, they've created 
130,000 jobs over the last four yean. 
And even more importantly, they 
have hundreds to thousands of high­
wage job openings right now that 
they're trying to filL-

ClintOD said the nation has· put off 
the tests "for too long.~ He argued . 
that they would give schools a frame­
1fOrk to create higher academic goals 
aDd a better way to judge whether 
'students are meeting them. "The 
most important thing of aU is that we 
\mow wbetber we are learning what 
we need. to \mow." he said. 
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Clinton gets backing for national student testing 

By TERENCE HUNT 
AP White House Correspondent 

WASHINGTON CAP) - President Clinton today won support froJ;ll the 
nation's largest school system and 240 leaders of high-tech 
industries for his campaign for national testing standards for' 
America's students. 

Delaine Eastin, California's superintendent of public . 
instruction, announced her backing for the president's initiative 
at a White House ceremony. White House officials consider her 
endorsement important because California. has 5.5 million public 
school students.' 

"The people are behind you,". Eastin told the president•. 
"We'll work on this on a high priority basis ••• to make this 
happen·withiri the next couple of years." 

"The most important thing of all is that we know whether we are' 
learning what we need to know," Clinton said. "And that requires 
something America has put off doing for too long: the embracing of 
a genuine commitment to national standards of learning for our 
young people." '. 

Maryland, Michigan and North Carolina already have committed. 
themselves to Clinton's program, which envisions a national set of 
performance standards for fourth-graders in reading and 
eighth-graders in math. 

with California's participation, 20 percent of the nation's 
schoolchildren "will be enrolled in the type of testing regime the 
president has recommended that would bring high quality standards 
to our schools," presidential spokesman Mike McCUrry said. . 

"Today, America's largest school system and leaders of its most 
forward-leaning high-tech industries have joined together to put 
California alongside Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina.and our 
military schools in the'support of a national standards movement,'" 
the president said. 

It was unclear whether Clinton's plan had bipartisan support 
from California's political establishment. McCUrry said. he did not 
know .if Gov. Pete Wilson, a Republican, had expressed a view. 
Eastin, a Democrat, is elected statewide rather than appointed by 
the governor. . 

McCUrry also said that leaders of high-tech industries based in 
California's Silicon Valley "are going to. say that they, as an 
industry, are pledging their support for the president's 
initiative." 

. "Because that is a high job-creating sector of our economy, we 
believe tnat will be very significant," McCurry said. "The 
message will be loud and clear to states and legislatures that it's 
time to get with the program because one of our most important 
sectors, that will be hiring the graduates of the future, that 
these standards are necessary·to produce the type of work force 
that they need to have available." 
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California Schools Chief 
Supports Nationwide Tests 
ByELlZABcrnSHOGREN 

and RICHARD LEE COLVIN 

TIMES STAFF WRITERS 

W ASHINGTON-Delaine 
, Eastin, California's schools 

superintendent, committed her­
self Wednesday to securing the 
state's backing for President 
Clinton's proposal for national 
tests in reading for fourth­
graders and math for 
eighth -graders. 

"I believe we will in fact pre­
vail," Eastin said after meetinl­
with the president at the White 
House. 

Although Clinton said 
California's schools were on 
board, Eastin's confident 
endorsement was more a, battle­
cry than a guarantee that Califor­
nia schoolchildren will take the 
tests, which would be given' for 
the first time in 1999. -, 

A spokesman for Gov. Pete--' 
Wilson, a RepUblican, said the 
announcement was premature. 

Dan Edwards said the-gOv.ernor 
favors the development of 
demanding academic standards 
and tests, but that it should be·a 
state, notJederaI. responsibility. 

"It's good for the president to 
use the bully pulpit to talk about 
high standards, but we're actually 
doing it in California," Edwards 
said, referring to a commission 
thalis putting together grade­
by -grade academic standards. 
due, next fall, to be followed by 
statewide tests. 

Clinton's initiative, unveiled in 
his State of the Union address two 
months ago, would for the first 
time give schoolchildren and their 
p'arents a national yardstick 
against which to measure perfor­
mance. Now, states can measure 
performance on the National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress, but districts and indir 
Vidual students cannot. 

So far, Michigan, Maryland and 
North Carolina have endorsed the 
testing proposal, which is. 
voluntary. 

But before students in Califor-­
nia see the teltl, the State Board . 
.of EducaUoo-which is appointed·· 

by Wilson-would have to vote 
for partiCipation. And the Legis-. 
lature would have to approve the 
cost of $10 to $12 per pupil for 
administering the testa after the 

first year. 
Eastin predicted that the board 

and the Legislature wHi approve 
the plan, but Wilson's office was 
skeptical. Even if the board and 
the Legislature were to reject the 
national tests, individual districts 
could decide to administer them to 
students. 
.f ."This is not about the political 
Ideology of adults," Eastin said. 
"This is about the success orchil ­
dren iri the next century." 

Failing to provide students with 
tools needed to compare them­
selves with those across the 
country-and the world-would 
leave American children at a dis­
advantage in the increasingly 
competitive international work­
place, Eastin said: 

"In a global economy, after all 
it is not unreasonable for parent~ 
to ask, how do their kids measure 
up ~ompared to those in Germany 
or In Korea or anywhere else in 
the world," she said. ' 

Clinton appeared eager to count 
the state as a supporter of his ini­
tiative. California's 5.5 million 
schoolchildren represent 11 % of 
the nation's public school 

. enrollment. ' 
"Today, with California's 

endorsement, states and school 
systems that educate nearly 20% 
of America's schoolchildren. are 
now on the road to measuring 
their students against those high 
standards," Clinton announced, 
perhaps prematurel:;. "If any 
state understands the challenges 
we face in. the 21st century in the 
global economy and an Informa­
tion' Age, it' is surely California, 
our gateway to much of the world 
and the home of many of the 
industries that will shape our 
future." 

Also joining Clinton at the 
White House on Wednesday were 
representatives of California 
teachers unions, a parent from . 
Pasadena. a readine teacher from 
Porterville and representatives 01 
other statl educaUon JrOUPI. 

To further bolster his program, 
Clinton invited representatives of 
the state's high-tech industries­
many of whom gathered at a 
school in San Jose to partiCipate in 
the White House event via 
satellite-to get on board. 

"Finding enough educated 
employees is our greatest 

challenge. It's an acute issue .. 
said Marc Andreessen, c~­
founder and vice president of 
t~chn.ology of Netscape Commu­
niCations, one of 200 industry 
leaders who said they will help 
Chnton campaign for national 
standards and tests. 
. "It's ha~d to improve something 
If you can t measure it," Andrees­
sen said. "If we tried to run a 
business like this [without stan­
dards and testingJ, we clearly
would fail." 

Andreessen and his colleagues 
said national tests would create 


. the kind of competition needed to 

produce graduates qualified to 

hold the higher-wage jobs of the 
future. 

"I~ will give parents a yardftick 
to Judge their children's 
progress," said Kim Polese, CEO 
of Marimba, an applications tech­
nology company in Palo Alto. 

But testing experts, cautia&e<i; 
that the 9O-mlm1te tests would-be­
too short to measure the range of 

, skills needed to read well or attain 
mathematical competency. They 
also fear that the tests would 
overemphasiZe basic skills, caus­
mg teachers to put less time into 
le~sons that require students to 
think critically or apply what 
they know. 

Although the tests will be 

~eveloped by private testing 

firms under contract with the U.S. 

D~partment of Education. they 

wIl~ b.eadministered by states or 

mdlvldual school districts-or 

parents who choose to school 


. their children at home. 

More ••• 



California Schools Chief continued... 

To deflect concerns that the 
testing program represents a fed­
eral intrusion into education, test 
scores will not be collected 
nationally, Instead, scores would 
be reported by states and local 
districts that administer the tests. 

The purpose of the testing pro­
gram is to create a check on the 
standards that have been set by 
48 st~tes. which administration 
officials said are far too low. 

They also hope that the stan­
rlards will spur changes in teacher 
trainmg. textbooks and other 
areas. "The purpose is not to give 
a test, the purpose is to motivate 
changes to increase opportunities 
for kids," said Marshall Smith. 
acting deputy secretary of educa­
tion. "The test is a lever to get 

. there." 
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Pointing to Minn. Results, Officials Pitch National Test as Change Agent 
By David J. Hoff 
Washington 

When Minnesota learned last week 
how its students compare with the rest 
of the world in math and science, the 
state's leaders started talking about 
what needs to change-from the state 
board room down to the classroom. 

That's just the. kind of discussion 
Presid~nt Clinton hopes to spark with 
the national tests he is proposing in 
readIng and math. 

"A commitment to national 
standards is the best way we know to 
help local districts benchmark their 
own practices and to come up with 
ways that will help all the children . 
achieve at a higher level: first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said here last 
week at a round table discussion with 
members of the news media. 

"We've hit a plateau in the 
standards movement:" Marshall S. 
Smith. the acting deputy education 
secretary. added at the briefing 
intended to publicize Mr. Clinton's . 
testing plan. 

"States are not. in many cases, 
'adopting really rigorous standards .... 
These [national] tests are seen as a 
wake-up call. putting high-octane 
gasoli"e into the engine of the school 
relbrm movement." he said. 

In Minnesota, sch.ool leaders and 
standards advocates received that jolt 
last week when a. .nonprofit 
organization that had paid to have 
students tested released the state's 
scores on a version of the Third 
hltenlational Mathematics and Science 
Study. known as TIMSS. 

The results showed that 
Minnesota's 8th graders ranked higher 
in science achievement than all but 
five of the 41 nations that took the test. 
In math. however. the state's 
achievement fell to the middle of the 
pack. 

"What we have on the science side 
is in~redible focus," said Bill 
Linder-Scholer, the executive director . 
ofSciMathMN. the nonprofit that paid 
$380,000 for the TIMSS testing ofa 
sample group of 5.000 students in 
grades 3, 4. 7. 8, and 12. Results 

released last week were from the 2.000 
8th graders who took the test. 

"If we're really Ibcused on what 
we're teaching. we really get system 
pertbrmance." he said. 

Making Changes 
But the state docs not dedicate the 

same attention to math. Mr. 
Linder-Scholer said. Low-achieving 
students are often tracked out of 
higher-level courses such as algebra 
and geometry. he sai~. and teachers 
don't follow a standardized curriculum 
· that emphasizes handso{)n learning and 
problem-solving. 

And even though the state has 
adopted standards in math and a test 
students must pass to earn a diploma. 
the TIMSS results show that neither 
the standards nor the test are 
challenging enough to stand up to 
international competition, Me 
Linder-Scholer said. 

SciMathMN-a coalition of 
government agencies. businesses. and 
school officials-is recommending that 
the state' push all students to learn. 
algebra and geometry by the 8th grade 
and that the graduation test include 
open-ended'questions in those subjects 
rather than its current reliance on 
multiple-<hoice questions. 

The group alSQ says the state 
should ensure that teachers are 
prepared to teach to a higher standard. 

These are the types ofchanges that 
Clinton administration officials expect 
all states to start making if they choose . 

· to participate in the program that is to 
begin in 1999. President Clinton has 

· been pushing national standards and 
testing as part of his [O-point 
education plan, 

Setting a Benchmark 
The new tests would be olTered to 

4th graders in reading and 8th graders 
in math and would yield individual 
results-not just statewide averages, 
such as the ones Minnesota received 
from the TIMSS project last week, 

"It is not an attempt to 
micromanage what goes on in the 
classrooms of America. but instead to 

set a national benchmark against 
which local districts can measure 
themselves." Mrs. Clinton said last 
week. 

And because every student would 
receive scores on the tests. parents 
could use the rcsults to demand 
improved services for their children. 

"This will be the tirst time that 
patents, particularly in urban areas. will 
have honest, accurate information 
about how well their kids are doing," 
Michael Cohen, the president's 
education adviser, said at the briefing. 
"It ought to empower parents to call 
for and mobilize for education reforms 
in ways that have been more dlm,cult 
for them to do now." 

Last week, North Carolina signed 
up to participate, joining Marylanp and 
Michigan in making commitments to 
the voluntary national tests, which 
have not yet been written. Another 
eight to 10 "have expressed a serio~ 
interest" in taking part. Mr. Cohen 
said, 

Minnesota will have a head start 
when it comes to its students' science 
and math skills. The United States 
participated in the international testing 
etTort, but only Minnesota, Colorado, 
and Illinois paid the consortium to test 
a sample size large enough to compare 

. how their students achieve compared 
with children iri other countries. 

Minnesota's students achieved 
higher than the national average in 
both tests. much as they do on the 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress and college-entrance exams. 
But by doing better in science than in 
malh. they retlected the national 
results. 

Twenty minois school districts also 
took the TIMSS test. and scored higher 
in science than in math. 

"It was important to get a snapshot 
of where Minnesota is in terms ofthe 
rest of the world," Mr. Linder-Scholer 
said. "In the past. there was no way to 
say how we were doing as a stale. 
except in very rough form," 
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Goodling endorses 

reading, math tests 

They must be voluntary, he cautions 
By Susan Ferrechio 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

President Clinton'S plan to intro­
duce national tests in reading and 
mathematics is gaining support 
from a House Republican leader 
on education. 

Rep. Bill Goodling of Pennsylva­
nia, chairman of the House Com­
mittee on Education and the Work­
force. told The Washington Times' 
yesterday he will back national 
testing in public schools. as long as 
it is not mandatory and is first ap­

. proved by Congress. 
"I support producing the tests as 

long as everybody understands it 
I is strictly voluntary," Mr. Goodling 

said. "I want teachers to know ex­
I actly what students need to learn 

about in (math and reading]." 
"'ir. Goodling, a former teacher 

and school superintendent, made 
, the comments after the commit­
; . tee's hearing yesterday on the 

president's education initiatives, 
which include spending $90 mil­
lion to develop and implement na­
tional testing by 2002. 

The plan also calls for spending 
55 billion on school construction 
and $260 million on training read­
ing tutors, and offering $1,500 tax 
credits to college students with a 
B-minus average. 

Mr. Goodling said that he has 
some doubts about the testing plan 
because he has not seen details 
about how it would, be imple­
mented. 

"What it can lead to if we're not 
careful is rating and ranking 
school systems based on those 
tests and that is totally unfair:' he 
said. . 

If :vIr. Clinton's plan is imple­
mented, fourth-grade students 
would be tested in reading and 
eighth-grade students in math-' 
cmatics. 

Mr. Clinton yesterday touted his 
sctlOol standards plan in Raleigh, 
XC., part of a state-by-state effort 
to convince lawmakers to adopt the 
national tests: He ordered the Pen­
tagon to require standardized tests 
.in classrooms for children of mili­
tary personneL 

The reading t~st would be mo­

deled after the National Assess­
ment of Education Progress test, 
or NAEP, which is now adminis­
tered randomly on a voluntary ba­
sis. The math test would be based 
on the Third International Math~ 
ematics and Science Study 
(TI!\1SS), which recently com­
pared US. students' performance 
with those in other developed 
countries .. 

Mr. Goodling said the plan is 
"doomed" if the Clinton adminis­
tration tries to implement it with- . 
out the support of Congress. . 

Opponents to the national. test­
ing plan argue that the federal gov­
ernment has no business interfer­
ing in local education-reform.. I 

Cheri Yecke. a member of the I 
Virginia State Board of Education I 
appointed by Republican Gov. 
George Allen, testified before the 
committee yesterday that such 
tests. and the standards they would 
set, would harm the state's success 
with its own reform initiatives. 

"I do not see national testing as 
a legitimate role for the federal 
government," Mrs. Yecke said. "If 
the nationalization of education is I 
allowed to occur, then in 30 years , 
we will have a disaster on our I 
hands." 
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Single Education Standard? 
"I'm philosophically opposed to a. States Are AllOver the Map top-down approach." says John 
Fonte, a senior fellow at the 

By Scott Baldauf Alexis de Toqueville Institute in 
Staff wnter 01 TheC~nst,an 5<:,ence Monitor Alexandria, Va. Many states may · ETTING standards for what a fifth-grader should know in object to "political correctness" in 

mathematics might seem falfly elementary. But somehow. no historY or. English lessons. heStwo' states seem to do it alike. says, or an emphasis on global 
In Virginia. for example, students must be able to add, subtract, icy analyst with the warming in science. 

multiply, and divide whole numbers. In Alaska, ~here standard-:, American Federation "I prefer a competitive process 
are less specific, they must "use mathematiCs Wlth confidence. of Teachers in Wash- rather than a collaborath'e one:' 

To end this type of disparity, Presi- ington. "The best stan- he adds. "If 50 states set their . 
dent Clinton is urging all 50 states to IV. •. h dards draw a balance own standards, some may get it 
adopt one rigorous set of academic Irglnla as ••• between content and wrong, but others will have the 
standards for math. English. history, done the best job skills, what you need to chance to get it right." 
and science. He argues that nothing SO far of writing know and what. you Some long-time supporters of 
less than America's ability to compete' should be able to do: the academic-standards move-
in the global marketplace depends on it standards .... ' In other states, stan- ment say. that the goal of higher 
- a theme he tested. yesterday on the - Heidi Gordon dards vary from the. achievement is still far off. Many 
Michigan legislature and the state's re- specific to the vagile. states have had standards for a ~ 
form-minded Republican governor. In Missouri, 11th· long time, they point out, but that 

National standards are at the core of the most ambitious White grade history students has nqt stopped a general erosion 
House initiative to improve American education in a generation. must "acquire a solid in educational excellence. . 
But to achieve that goal, the president will have to win over a crit- foundation which in- "People say they want high 
ical mass of state arid local officials - many ofwhom believe that eludes knowledge of: standards," says John Silber, 
deciding what children should learn is their responsibility, and not continuity and change chairman of the Massachusetts 
the federal government's. . . in the history. of Mis- Board of Education. "People also 

Still, support for the idea seems to be broadening. Already, souri, the United say they want to lose weight. but 
pressure from parents and business leaders has moved many Sta.tes, and the world." they don't: 
states to establish or revise academic standards. Their counterparts in To Dr. Silber, America's 19th­

. "The movement to standards is primarily an economic issue," Oregon, meanwhile, century curriculum, in which stu­
says Michael Kirst, education pro· will "demonstrate the dents had four years of math, sci­
fessor at Stanford University in ability to think critically, cre· ence, and English, are most worth 

. Palo Alto, C3.l.if. "The big changes· atively, and reflectively in making emulating. "That waS a rigorous 
in education always come from decisions and solving problems: curriculum. It's just that we got to 
outside, like.Sputnik. the Vietnam Some educators say this dis- the point where we thought
War .... That's what causes the sys- parity in standards puts students everything should be fun. Well, it 
tern to move." in some states at a disadvantage. can't all be fun: 

"In the 1980s. after the reces­ "Look' at California," says Mr. Other educators warn that any 
sion, Toyota replaced Sputnik; Kirst. "There was an uproar over push for high academic standards 
he adds. ~That led to the idea that the low scores in reading and will be meaningless unless states 
we can' no longer afford local math. This is a state with the siXth test their students. 
standards in an international mar­ largest economy in the world, and "Not one state has both high 
ket." we're tied with Louisiana, and standards and high stakes, with 

Business leaders say today's ahead of only Guam and the Dis- real conSequences for students' 
schools produce future employ­ trict of Columbia. There's some· and school personnel," says 
ees who have never learned to thing ... wrong with thaC Edwin Delattre, dean of Boston 
read, write, or perform basic But a small group of. states- University's school of education. 
math. Many parents who have rights advocates and conserva· While some experts worry the 
moved from job to job and state tives say the push for national standardS movement will be wa­
to state complain that their chilo standards is misguided, at best. tered down, others say parents
dren are repeating some lessons will push states for improvement. 
and skipping others altogether. "You may have what you feel 

For education reformers, \'"11'­ are strong standards," says Ms. 
ginia has become the model for Gordon, Ubut if parents can't un· 
other states to emulate in the derstand them or don'tlike them, 
standards . movement. uVirginia you'll be shot out the window:' 
has probably done the best job so .. 
far of writing academic standards 
that are rigorous, specific, and 
clear enough to use in the class­
room," says Heidi Gordon, a Dol· 
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LENGTH: 886 words 

HEADLINE: NATIONAL TESTING IS NEEDED 

BYLINE: Chester E. Finn Jr. and Diane Ravitchi Chester E. Finn Jr. is a senior 
fellow at the Hudson Institute; Diane; Ravitch is a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution. They wrote; this for The Washington Post. 

BODY: 
PRESIDENT Clinton's proposal for national testing makes sense. As former 

assi~tant secretaries of Education in the Reagan and Bush administrations, we 
urge Congress to support it. 

When George Bush and Lamar Alexander suggested something similar, which they 
called American Achievement Tests, congressional Democrats scoffed, and no such 
bill was ever introduced. 

And in 1992, when a bipartisan panel called the National Council on 
Education Standards and Testing recommended a form of national testing, a 
convoluted scheme that involved different tests based on common standards, the 
idea was ignored by congressional leaders and attacked by prominent educators. 

Still, it was a good idea then, and it's a good one now. 

In fact, Clinton's version of national testing is better than Bush's in these 
important respects: It doesn't require any new standards or tests to be devised, 
and it does not hinge on dubious efforts to attach multiple tests to uniform 
(nonexistent) standards. 

The administration has figured out that the nation already has two excellent 
tests that measure student achievement in reading and math, the most basic of 
basic skills. Accordingly, the President has proposed that states and school 
districts be permitted to use a respected national test for fourth-grade 
reading and an equally admirable international test for eighth-grade 
mathematics. 

Nobody is obliged to use these tests. The federal government will pay for the 
first round of testing, and after that it's up to states and districts. 

They can, however, embed the national tests into their own testing programs, 
which virtually every jurisdiction has, and commercial publishers would be 
licensed to offer them, a welcome form of "outsourcing' , that would hold down 
costs, bureaucracy and allegations of unfair government competition. 

Most important, they're good tests, incorporating standards far more rigorous 
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than those most states are now using. 

THE READING TEST is based on the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), which has been around almost three decades but has never been used by 
districts or schools to report the progress of individual students. The NAEP 
reading test is solid, multifaceted and has rigorous standards built into it. 

For eighth-graders, the White House proposes to make available the math part 
of the Third International Math and Science Study (TIMSS), given to a' . 
half-million youngsters in 41 countries. The standards are built into the 
international comparisons. It's TIMSS results that enabled us to see that our 
eighth-graders perform poorly in mathematics compared with their peers in many 
other industrial countries. 

consider how powerful it will be for parents and teachers to compare the 
math prowess of their eighth-graders in, say, Phoenix or Minneapolis, to the 
performance of their peers in Korea and. the Czech Republic. Consider the impact 
of parents in Denver or Boston actually seeing how well their fourth-graders 
read in relation to a national standard of proficiency. 

According to every major poll, an overwhelming majority of the American 
people want national standards and tests. Until now, there has been no way for 
parents or public officials to get good information about how students are 
doing. 

Instead, they've been stuck with college entrance tests that are not 
representative of the full population and that, in any case, aren't even 
administered until the end of high school. Or they have had to settle for 
, 'standardized" tests that yield spurious results about youngsters being "at 
or above grade level," even though' 'grade level" is simply a statistical 
average, not a true standard. 

Only with such information in hand can parents make wise choices among 
schools; can parents and legislators appraise how well their school systems are 
doing; can teachers and principals determine how effective their efforts are, 
and take corrective action where needed. 

TO those worried about' 'local control," we say that these tests are a 
yardstick, not a harness. They give the federal government no new powers. The 
test results, in fact, will actually enhance local control by empowering 
consumers, policymakers and professionals to know what actions need to be taken 
locally to improve education. 

So important is national testing that it must be safeguarded from 
politicization, a temptation sure to arise if the student results are as bleak 
as everyone expects. 

To prevent this possibility, responsibility for national testing should be 
removed from the federal Education Department (and congressional committees) and 
placed under the control of an independent, nonpartisan body. Such an entity, 
called the National Assessment Governing Board, already exists. 

The White House's current plan to give control of national testing to the 
Department of Education would, we think, be a big mistake. 

LEXIS·· NEXIS· 
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IF CLINTON will agree to turn the program for national testing into an 
autonomous agency, akin to the National Science Foundation (where the National 
Science Board sets policy) or the National Transportation Safety Board, then 
Congress should endorse this part of his education package. This proposal 
deserves their support. 

Once upon a time it was even a Republican idea. Now it is a good American 
idea. 

LOAD-DATE: March 5, 1997 
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HEADLINE: TEST AMERICA'S STUDENTS 

BYLINE: CHESTER E. FINN JR. and DIANE RAVITCH 
" 

BODY: 
PRESIDENT Clinton's proposal for national testing makes sense. As former 

assistant secretaries of the Department of Education in the Reagan and Bush 
administrations, we urge Congress to support it. 

When George' Bush and Lamar Alexander suggested something similar, which they 

called American Achievement Tests, congressional Democrats scoffed, and no such 

bill was ever introduced. 


And in 1992, when a bipartisan panel called the National Council on 
,Education Standards and Testing recommended a form of national testing, a 
convoluted scheme that involved different tests based on common standards, the 
idea was ignored by congressional leaders,and attacked by prominent educators. 

Still, it was a good idea then, and it's a good one now. 

In fact, Clinton's version of national testing is better than Bush's in these 
important respects: It doesn't require any new standards or tests to be devised, 
and it does not hinge on dubious efforts to attach multiple tests to uniform 
(nonexistent) standards. 

The administration has figured out that the nation already has two excellent 

tests that measure student achievement in reading and math, the most basic of 

basic skills. Accordingly, the president has proposed that states and school 

districts be permitted to use a respected national test for fourth-grade 

reading and,~n equally admirable international test for eighth-grade 

mathematics. 


Nobody is obliged to use these tests. The federal government will pay for the 

first round of testing, and after that it's up·to states and districts. 


They can, however, embed the national tests into their own testing programs, 

which virtually every jurisdiction has, and commercial publishers would be 

licensed to offer them, a welcome form of "outsourcing" that would hold down 

costs, bureaucracy and allegations of unfair government competition.
, 

Most important, theY're good tests, incorporating standards far more rigorous 

than those most states are now using. 
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The reading test is based on the National Assessment of Educational Progress, 
which has been around almost three decades but has never'been used by districts 
or schools to report the progress of individual students. The NAEP reading 
test is solid, multifaceted and has rigorous standards built into it. 

For eighth-graders, the White House proposes to make available the math part 
of the Third International Math and Science Study, given to a half-million 
youngsters in 41 countries. The standards are built into the international 
comparisons. It's TIMSS results that enabled us to see that our eighth-graders 
perform poorly in mathematics compared with their peers in many other industrial 
countries. 

Consider how powerful it will be for parents and teachers to compare the 
math prowess of their eighth-graders in, say I Phoenix or Minne,apolis, to the 
performance of their peers in Korea and the Czech Republic. Consider the impact 
of parents in Denver or Boston actually seeing how well their fourth-graders 
read in relation to a national standard of proficiency. 

According to every major poll, an overwhelming majority of the American 
people want national standards and tests. Until now, there has been no way for 
parents or public officials to get good information about how students are 
doing. 

Instead, theY've been stuck with college-entrance tests that are not 
representative of the full population and that, in any case, aren't even 
administered until the end of high school. Or they have had to settle for 
, 'standardized" tests that yield spurious results about youngsters being' 'at 
or above grade level," even though' 'grade level" is simply a statistical 
average, not a true standard. 

Only with such information in hand can parents make wise choices among 
schools; can parents and legislators appraise how well their school systems are 
doing; can teachers and principals determine how effective their efforts are, 
and take corrective action where needed. 

To those worried about' 'local control," we say that these tests are a 
yardstick, not a harness. They give the federal government no new powers. 

The test results" in fact, will actually enhance local control by empowering 
consumers, policy-makers and professionals to know what actions need to be taken 
locally to improve education. 

So important is national testing that it must be safeguarded from 
politicization, a temptation sure to arise if the student results are as bleak 
as everyone expects. 

To prevent this possibility, responsibility for national testing should be 
removed from the federal Education Department (and congressional committees) and 
placed under the control of an independent, nonpartisan body. Such an entity, 
called the National Assessment Governing Board, already exists. 

The White House's current plan to give control of national testing to the 
Department of Education would, we think, be a big mistake. 

, ' 
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If Clinton will agree to turn the program for national testing into an 
autonomous agency, akin to the National Science Foundation (where the National 
Science Board sets policy) or the National Transportation Safety Board, then 
Congress should endorse this part of his education package. This proposal 
deserves their support. 

Once upon a time it was even a Republican idea, Now it is a good American 
idea. 

Chester E. Finn Jr. is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute; Diane Ravitch 
is a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. 

- The Washington Post 
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HEADLINE: AMERICA NEEDS A NATIONAL PROGRAM OF STUDENT TESTING 

BYLINE: Chester E. Finn Jr. and Diane Ravitch 

BODY: 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S proposal for national testing makes sense. As former 

assistant secretaries of the Department of Education in the Reagan and Bush 
administrations, we urge Congress to support it. 

When President Bush and Lamar Alexander suggested something similar, which 
they called American Achievement Tests, congressional Democrats scoffed, and no 
such bill was ever introduced. 

And in 1992, when a bipartisan panel called the National Council on 
Education Standards and Testing recommended a form of national ,testing, a 
convoluted scheme that involved different tests based on common standards, the 
idea was ignored by congressional leaders and attacked by prominent educators. 

Still, it was a good idea ,then, and it's a good one now. 

In fact, Clinton's version of national testing is better than Bush's in these 
important respects: It doesn't require any new standards or tests to be devised, 
and it does not hinge on dubious efforts to attach multiple tests to uniform 
(nonexistent) standards. 

The administration has figured out that the nation already has two excellent 
tests that measure student achievement in reading and math, the most basic of 
basic skills. Accordingly, the president has proposed that states and school 
districts be permitted to use a respected national test for fourth-grade 
reading and an equally admirable international test for eighth-grade 
mathematics. 

Nobody is obliged to use these tests. The federal government will pay for the 
first round of testing, and after that it's up to states and districts. 

THEY CAN, however, embed the national tests into their own testing programs, 
which virtually every jurisdiction has, and commercial publishers would be 
licensed to offer them, a welcome form of "outsourcing" that would hold down 
costs, bureaucracy and allegations of unfair government competition. 

Most important, they're good tests, incorporating standards far more rigorous 
than those most states now use. 

LEXIS·· NEXIS· LEXIS·· NEXIS· 
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The reading test is based on the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), which has been around almost three decades but has never been used by 
districts or schools to report the progress of individual students. The NAEP 
reading test is solid, multifaceted and has rigorous standards built into it. 

For eighth-graders, the White House proposes to make available the math part 
of the Third International Mathand Science Study (TIMSS), given to a 
half-million youngsters in 41 countries. The standards are built into the 
international comparisons. It's TIMSS results that enabled us to see that our 
eighth-graders perform poorly in mathematics compared with their peers in many 
other industrial countries. 

Consider how powerful it will be for parents and teachers to compare the 
math prowess of their eighth-graders in, say, Phoenix or Minneapolis, to the 
performance of their peers in Korea and the Czech Republic. Consider the impact 
of parents in Denver or Boston actually seeing how well their fourth-graders 
read in r~lation to a national standard of proficiency. 

According to every major poll, an overwhelming majority of the American 
people want national standards and tests. U~til.now, there has been no way for 
parents or public officials to get good information about how students are 
doing. 

Instead, they've been stuck with college entrance tests that are not 
representative of the full population and that, in any case, aren't even 
administered until the end of high school. Or they have had to settle for 
"standardized" tests that yield spurious results about youngsters being "at or 
above grade level," even though "grade level" is simply a statistical average, 
not a true standard. 

Only with such information can parents make wise choices among schools; can 
parents and legislators appraise how well their school systems are doing; can 
teachers and principals determine how effective their efforts are, and take 
corrective action where needed. 

To those worried about "local control," we say that these tests are a 
yardstick, not a harness. They give the federal government no new powers. The 
test results, in fact, will actually enhance local control by empowering 
consumers, policy-makers and professionals to know what actions need to be taken 
locally to improve education. 

So important is national testing that it must be safeguarded from 
politicization, a temptation sure to arise if the student results are as bleak 
as everyone expects. 

To prevent this possibility, responsibility for national testing should be 
removed from the federal Education Department (and congressional 'committees) and 
placed under the control of an independent, nonpartisan body. Such an entity, 
called the National Assessment Governing Board, already exists. 

THE WHITE House's current plan to give control of national testing"to the 
Department of Education would, we think, be a big mistake. If Clinton will agree 
to turn the program for national testing into an autonomous agency, akin to the 
National Science Foundation (where the National Science Board sets policy) or 
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the National Transportation Safety Board, then Congress should endorse this part 
of his education package. Thi's proposal deserves their support. 

Once upon a time it was even a Republican idea. Now it is a good American 
idea. 

GRAPHIC: BRINTON/Special to The Bee 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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HEADLINE: 'Our national mission'; 

Education chief urges volunteer testing, tutors 


BYLINE: Doug Cumming; STAFF WRITER 


BODY: 
Echoing President Clinton's "call to action" on education two weeks ago, the 

U.S. secretary of education Tuesday invoked war-time images of school 
improvement as "our great patriotic cause, our national mission." 

Richard Riley, at the Carter Center in Atlanta for his fourth annual State of 
American Education address, said the time is right to focus attention on 
teaching the nation's youth, because "our country is prosperous and at peace." 
And, he noted, Democrats and Republicans seem at relative peace for the first 
time in years on the issue of education. ' 

Shying away from anything that hints of a national curriculum or federal 
standards, Riley pushed Clinton's plan to ask states to voluntarily accept 
national fourth-grade reading and eighth-grade math tests to show whether 
students have mastered challenging material. 

'Based on sample testing from recent years, such tests, paid for by Washington 
the first year, probably would show that Georgia's students are doing worse 
today than the current standardized tests lead people to believe. 

Gov. Zell Miller, who was praised again by Riley for the HOPE scholarship and 
prekindergarten programs, said he would support, such national tests in Georgia. 

Riley, pushing Clinton's crusade for a million volunteer reading tutors, 
announced that four religious denominations in Atlanta and Georgia will be 
marshaling volunteers for this effort. The 500 African Methodist Episcopal 
churches in Georgia, for example, would be used for after-school tutoring by 
church members. 

Riley's 50-minute speech, introduced by former President Jimmy Carter, touted 
all 10 points of Clinton's 1997 education agenda, including $ 5 billion in 
federal school-construction funds. He mentioned the fast-growing Gwinnett County 
school system as needing such aid'. 

Riley also won applause by talking tough on bad schools and burned- out 
teachers. Close down or reconstitute those schools, he said, and give those 
teachers "a fair chance to leave the profession." 

LEXIS-· NEXIS· LEXIS··NEXIS· 
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He criticized tax vouchers for private schools, which are being proposed in 
Congress and in the Georgia Legislature, but praised charter schools and other 
innovations within the public system. 

Riley will visit Atlanta's Inman Middle School today. 

GRAPHIC: Color photo and teaser box: (appeared on A/Ol with reference to A/03 
story) Urging recommitment to educating youth, Education Secretary 
Richard Riley calls for construction funds and innovations in his State 
of American education address Tuesday at the Carter Center. / W.A. 
BRIDGES JR. / Staff 
Photo: Showing off photos of his latest grandchildren, Education 
Secretary Richard Riley opens his State of American Education address 
Tuesday at the Carter Center. / W.A. BRIDGES JR. / Staff 

LOAD-DATE: February 20, 1997 

.&A member of the Reed Elsevier pic group .&A member of the R«d Elsevier pIc group ~&A member of the Reed Elscvier pIc group 



Page 72 

LEVEL 1 - 131 OF 264 STORIES 

Copyright 1997 Gannett Company, Inc. 
USA TODAY 

February 17, 1997, Monday, FINAL EDITION 

SECTION: LIFE; Pg. ID 

LENGTH: 359 words 

HEADLINE: Educators grade Clinton highly on school plans 
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BODY: 
ORLANDO, Fla. - President Clinton's plans to improve public schools 

are drawing praise from the nation's school administrators. 

Educators applaud Clinton's efforts to focus attention on education, 
they like his idea of national tests and -- despite the federal 
government's minor.role in school funding - they think his initiatives 
can have an impact. 

A poll of 673 educators at the American Association of School 
Administrators (AASA) convention here shows: 

-- 78% are pleased Clinton is moving education near the top of 
the national agenda with his State of the Union message and school 
reform proposals. 

"The president is clearly recogn~z~ng the significance of education 
for the future of this country," says John O'Rourke of Pittsford, 
N.Y., national superintendent of the year. 

59% support Clinton's move toward voluntary tests of fourth-graders 
in reading and eighth-graders in math. 

-- 53% think his efforts will affect school improvement. 

"Most of us.think the president's initiatives ~re right on target," 
says Paul Houston, AASA executive director. "When he explained 
his support for national standards and tests, he made it clear 
that many children could suffer unless we are equally committed 
to helping children reach those standards and pass those tests." 

Clinton's plea for national testing was brpught to the AASA convention 
by Gerald Tirozzi, assistant secretary of educat,ion. He told school 
officials the feds will pay the first-year cost of administering 
the tests for all who volunteer. 

"This will give you an opportunity," Tirozzi said, "to take 
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a snapshot of how your students are doing compared to the rest 
of the country. II 

The survey of convention-goers also shows: 

-- 26% think higher standards are the top priority for improving 
schools; 21% say school funding is most important; 20% say the 
No. 1 need is better teacher training. 

57% say they would not require school uniforms even if their 
state laws permit it. 

Of the 673 poll respondents, 370 are school superintendents. The 
rest are other administrators, principals and school board members. 
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Towarda national test.· .. ·l'e~ .. .

.p" ~eSi~e~t:'Cli~ton's call for.nationaItest-·By \¥ha~ver n'~e~ the test woUld be 1'of 

" " mg to measure the .reading· and math. mulated. by agrQup ohdueatiori leadp.rsch~ 

~kills of A.merican schoQlchildren, even it. sen by the'.Department of Edycg,titUl:. They 

.heeqed by ~ngfess, won't cure the wel1~9c- ,Will base the test Oll the already estsJ)Hshed 

'u'mented ills of publicequc;t.tion in: this 'and reliable Nat'ionaIAsseSsmEmtof Educa­

coUntry, It could,. however,enable parents ·tion Progress (NAEP):anithe Thirci Inter­

,and educators iii. the"disparat~ states to bee.: national'Mathematics and Science Study 

tel' measure ·the progress of their students· '(TIMSS)" which are. given to fourth-, and 

.aiainst those i.D. other parts of' the United eighth-graders every four years, Unlike 

States, and that could iIitUm'd~rive the lag,,: thoSe tests, which onlyinfonn states about 


" gards. tokoop up. In an increasingly mobile' the ~oentage ~f their students who read or 

society, in wliich students in' Calirornia do math .hove,.t, ·or·below grade level, the 

ought, to know whether their math skills: new national exams would be administered 

hold up against their peers in Connecticut annually and .wouldprovide individual. 


" 'and elsewhere, national 'standardS and as- scores to, allstuden,ts,' enabling schoold,is­
s~ssments make all kinds ofsense, " " 
. ,That doesn't mean that thi~ modest effort ·tricts and parents to St:cwhere ~a<:h child 
'- w~ich would, only address reading skills of " stands nationally . 

•fourth~gradei'B and the math abilities of' 
eighth-graders, ..and in which states would 'P arents may not like what they. see. In 

. ·.only participate if they volunteered - won't 'states such as Louisiana iliat have de­
"be cOntroversial. Some ciitics charge' that a ' . veloped' their own stateWide achievement 
national t~t, ,With resultsfor· individuahtu- . tests, . (or example, th'at ~st shoWs that 88 
'dent8;'Wil1 unfairly stigtriatizepoor childfen. percent oC,Louisia~a$tudentS ate rea~g at 

',instruggli~g'districts by.comparingthcm·to a level deemed, appropriate foi'. their grade. 
, their more' suCcessful coun:terpiirt.s in priVi.· Yet on the most recent N~P 'reading test, 

" leged: neighborhoods. But 19noran~ of the ,only 15 ,percent of the studi!nts scored as 
stark'~sparities in opportunity and. achieve- ..proficient. That ought.tO be. sending Louisi­
ment between students of different means is .' ana a' cle,air message .aboutthe adequacy of, 

'. surely no wayto bring them clos~r together. its own reading standards. 

And past clai(IlS ,that nation~ te'sts are'a' " California, whlch has no' .Statewide-B~ess­
, feder!d. government attempt 1;,0 wrest . ment,· cannot yet make such co~parisons. 
~ontrol of .chi1.dre~'s ~du~ti~'1J'~~sta~ But the limited existing national. tests bav~ 
and l~lschool:distrlcts ~,*~,beU1g aI!e~d1 pro!ed·u~fUl here. The state's. re­
-r~ViV'ed, thOugh the fact that: any 'test would cent abysmal :showing on the ·NAEP test 
l:>e voluntary seriously .undercuts: the argu- helped spur significant reCorlD8 in the teach· 
·.ment. Thus: it was no surprise··that ClintOn ing of reading;~,the primary gr·ad~. U'the . 
called· the testS ..and the, standards t.hat, Will, cxp~ded~ indiVidually scored national test 
drive them "nation'al" rather than "federal," that·t.h~ presidentpropOseB is prepared wel.1, 
a term that these d'ays is considered an epi- . . it could provide an even greater service to all 
thet'in some circles. " . the states. ' ' 

. '. ',' 
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HEADLINE: 83% back education testing 

BYLINE: Dennis Kelly; Mimi Hall 

BODY: 
President Clinton's plan to test every fourth- and eighth-grader 

in reading and math has huge support, a USA TODAY/CNN/Gallup Poll 
shows. 

In the poll of 400 people Wednesday, 83% said they favored the 
idea and just 13% were opposed. 

Clinton, in his State of the Union speech Tuesday, asked school 
districts to adopt national testing in 1999. The first year's 
cost would be paid by the federal government. 

Clinton, meanwhile, traveled to Georgia Wednesday to ask for help 
in persuading Congress to approve $ 51 billion in new education 
spending. 

"I'm committed to doing my part. You must do yours," he said 
in a speech at Augusta State University. 

He also said that he is not trying to undermine state control 
of education with national tests. "Algebra is the same in Georgia 
as it is in Utah." 

Ralph Reed of the Christian Coalition, said wednesday a mandatory 
national standard "undermines local control of education." 

Some educators favored the plan. Frank Newman of the Education 
Commission of the States, said tests now "are too infrequent 
and the results are not available quickly enough . . . to truly 
asse,ss educational effectiveness." 

But key Republicans looked at Clinton's $ 51 billion price tag 
and said throwing money at problems is not the answer. 

"Don't we have to look at what has already worked and what hasn't" 
before trying new programs? asked Chairman William Goodling, R-Pa., 
of the House education committee. 

The poll's margin of error is 5 percentage points. 
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Ointon proposes setting national 

By Dennis Kelly 
USA TODAY 

The national tests that President 
Clinton proposed Tuesday night 
would give states and local school 
districts a new yardstick to see how 
their'students stack up against the 
rest of the country and the world. 

Some observers said Tuesday they 
wanted to wait and see whether the 
test proposa.ls would translate into an 
intrusion on local control 

But theR same observers praised 
Clinton for using the bully pulpit to 
push tougher academic standards. 

Clinton is proposing that states 
adopt newly <1eveloped, volun~ 
national tests for fourth.graders III 
reading and, for eighth-grade~ .in 
math. The tests would be adnurus­
terect begining in 1999. 

The reading test would be based 
on the National Assessment of Edu­
cational Progress (NAEP). a federal_, 

project that has used a random sam­
ple of U.S. students to gauge skills in 
math, rea~ing and other subjects for 
27 years. ' 

The math test would be based on 
the Third International Mathematics 

and Science Study (TIMSS). which 
tested 40;000 U.s. students aaainst 
peers in 41 countries. 

"This is actually one piece of the 
Clinton plaD I Iike." says Chester 
Fum.. senior fellow a~ the Hudsoo In­

stitute. "What's smart Is be's using, 
two weU-~ ellisdng tests as-
the basis of this." , 

Other than NAEP, schoobl have 1it­
tle way of seeing how their ....... 

compare to those in other Sl8fIeS.MId, " 
few students take NAEP ~-. 

The Clinton administratioR aIIo 
argues that the NAEP and TIllES 
tests are based on some of die ....... 

est standards around. 

standards for schools 
"I think on face value it sounds 

like a good thing. particularly when 
, you're talking about a test as solid as 

NAEP," says Jeanne All~n, president But Rep. William Goodling; R-Pa.
of the Center for Education Reform. chairman of the House Committee 
a conservative group that pushes for 'on Education and the Workforce.
locally controlled reform. "But ... questions the need for more money. 
the devil is in the details." He says the nation has spent $50 bil­

Allen wants toUgh standards, but lion on Head Start and $100 billion on 
, not ones generated by the federal­ Chapter I, which gives federal aid to 

government help with reading and math. 
"I do not think the president is go- With literacy skills as low as they , Ing to mandate these," says Anne are, "we have to admit (the pro­

Bryant, executive director of the Na­ grams) didn't work," Goodling says. 
Instead. he says, the country needs to

tional School Boards Association. "I focus on family literacy and parent­
think it's something the president is ing skills so children have someone 
holding out as something for us to , at home to help build their skills. 
strive for." . ' 

Clinton also renewed his call for 

making sure every student can read 

independently by third grade. He 

wants money to pay 30,000 reading 

specialists and coordinators to re­

cruit and traln 1 million tutors. 
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/ CritiCs: College plan not'aiding neediest 

Critics of President ClJnton's .. A tax deduction of up to 
conege aid proposal say it fails to $10,000 a year for educational ex-
help the neediest students. 

Clinton wants: ~IOW-l.ncome families who 
. .. A $300 boost in PeU Grants, pay little or no taxes wouldn't ben­

to a $3,000 maximum, and ex­ elt from the deduction, says 
panding eligibility to students who Larry Gladieux, executive direc­
are llnancially independent tor for policy analysis; The Col­

.. HOPE Scholarships of up to lege Board. And the HOPE pro­
$1,500 in a retund8ble tax credit gram is a tax credit, applied only 
Students would be eligible for a against existing tax: liability. 
second year if they earn at least a 
B average and stay 01 dru~ By Mary Beth Marklein 
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