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Seprembe.r 11. 1995 

.The Honorable Arlen Specter.
Cha.irman . 

Sc;nate Appropriations Subcommiuee on Labor 


and Human Services. atld Educ2Hion 

United States Senare 

Washington, DC 20510 


Dear Mr. Chainnan: 

The BUSinCli1i Roundtable strongly supports COtlDI'IUed. funding for the imple.mentation of "Goals 
2000 Eduane America Act" for FY '95 at the c;an:enr fiscal year level of$312 miDion. We I:eliclll; 
this amount will enswe that the 47 states mal have elected Eo participarc in lhe program will be able to 
muimize their effons fO ntise acm::lernic srandards and support locai school 1evel mucadon' 
imp",vement and reform. 

The Roundtal;tle also bc:lieves that conti.l1ucd suppon for Coals 2(X)() 15 irnpcmant despite !he aurenl 
focu'S within Congress on balancing the budget. Education is an an::a within the fedei-al budge, 
where strategic invesrrnents must continue in order to assure that our children betome productive; 
workers and active members or sOl:iecy.. . 

As Congress moves closer to resolllQon on a fmal budgel package. we n::speetfully urge you and. 
your wUeagues to support the continued fundins fot the Goals 2000 PfOpa:m. 

Sincen:ly. 

o T.Gwman 
hairman, Education Task Force 
and 

Chairman and CEO 
TRW Inc. 

TTChell 
Q;:: Mi!mbl:los,. Senale AppropriarJorl$ $ubcommJCle4 on Labor 

and Homan SelviCA:$, and Education 



STATE OF NEVADA 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
TELEPHONE

Capitol Complex (702) 687-5670BOB MILLER 
Carson City, Nevada 89710'Governor Fax: (702) 687-4486 

october 16, 1995 

Mr. Michael Cohen 
Senior Advisor to the Secretary 
United states Department of Education 
Washington D.C. 20202 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you for your recent correspondence informing me of the 
technical support and information resources that are. available 
through your department. I am a strong supporter of the GOALS 2000 
program and my wife, Sandy is serving as chairperson of NEVADA 
2000, our comprehensive state improvement plan. We believe this 
program will enable us to increase the employability of our youth 
as well as maintain Nevada's economic competitiveness. 

GOALS 2000 is instrumental to Nevada's efforts to reform 
education in our local schools di~tricts and provide professional 
development for our' teachers. I am pleased to report that 
educators, business representatives and parents throughout Nevada 
have endorsed the goals and strategies outlined in our 
comprehensive plan. . 

I am certain that as we begin to implement the various aspects 
of NEVADA 2000, my staff and oui: State Department of Education will 
enlist your assistance. We appreciate being able to include the 
U.S. Department of Education as' part of our support network•. 

Again, thank you for your kind assistance. 

Sincerely,. 

3/4~
BOB MILLER 
Governor 

BM/CC 

(0)-)412 
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Dr. Henry R. Marockie, State/Superintendent a/Schools Phone: 304-558-2681 
Building 6/1900 Kanawha Blf(!!. E./Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330 Fax: .304-558-0048 

West Virginia Bgard rJ/ Education 

Audrey S. Horne, President 
Paul,. Morris, Vice President 
Cleo P. Mathews, Secretary 
Michael D. Greer 
Sheila M. Hamilton 
James J. MacCallum August 14;1995Charles H. Wagoner 
Gary G. White 

The Honorable Michael Cohen 
Senior Adviser to the Secretary 
United States Department ofEducation 
Washington, Jj.C. 20202 

Dear Mr. Colten: 

Thank you for the listing Qf resources that are available to the West Virginia Department of 
Edu~ti~n and the public.that we serve. The services that you proyideare criti~al to the success be 
public education. The leadership of the Secretary has been invaluable in providing for a transition 
from top-down to bottom:up reform. 

The flexibility built into the legislation for the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, the School 
to Work Opportunities Act, and Improving America's Schools Act have tru1y transformed the role 
ofthe Department ofEducation in WashiQgton into one ofbeing a supportive partner with state and 
local school systems. As a consequence ofyour initiatives, the State has developed a unified plan that 
will enable local schools to submit one plan for instruction to the state agency, rather than the ten 
plans required in the past. The state unified plan is being field tested this fiscal year by numerous 
local school districts and will be implemented statewide before the next school year begins. We have 
found our local superintendents to be excited about the potential for more effective planning, as they 
expect this to result both in improved stUdent performance and a reduction in the resources required 
to complete the paperwork that demonstrates the responsible use offunds. 

-Equally important to the growing effectiveness ofour schools is the impetus provided by the 
Educate.America Act. The opportunityt9 develop model programs to address the real needs ofa 
community as they come together to' ill1provesch091s is vital to our efforts .. Illustrative of the 
initiatives funded by the Educate America Act are the follQwing: 

Tucker County received $22,500 to establish a county/district-wide computer based technology for 
use in the library media centers to ¢nsure that all students have access to equal educational 
opportunities; 

Ritchie County received $22,400 to,provide a community education center where students, faculty, 
parents and the COlnmunity can. go for remediation, enrichment and training d~ring school, after 
school, and in the summer; 



Putnam County received $22,500 to implement a comprehensive approach to include policy 
development, program development and management, information dissemination, and professional 
development for their project "From School to Work: Aligning Public Education with Economic 
Development;" 

Kanawha County received $22,300 to implement a· "School Within A School, The Modified 
Calendar," redesigning instructional time around learning while permitting parents to choose the 
traditional or the modified calendar; . 

Hampshire County received $16,700 to implement "River Net," a program to develop thinking 
skills, processes for investigating the world, and decision making so that students' performance equals 
or exceeds the national averages in math and science; . 

Brooke County received $12,500 for the implementation of"The Class Project" that proposed to 
install freefield ampJification systems in both inclusive and special needs classrooms that intensify 
instructors voices and reduce the negative effects ofbackground noise and improve auditory attention 
and speech perception skills in students; 

Mercer County received $12,500 to implement "Double Shot," emphasizing application ofbasic 
mathematical skills and concepts to real life problem situations and the need for accurate spelling to 
communicate effectively for seventh and eighth graders; 

A consortium of schools in Regional Service Agency V (RESA V) received $25,000 for "Building 
the Technology Foundation: The Site Based Connection," to provide a foundation for the effective 
implementation and use of technology at the school level for the purpose of improving' student 
learning across all disciplines. Collaborative planning, training, and technical assistance on a regional 
level provides a cost effective delivery model, yet addresses the specific needs of schools; 

A second consortium ofGiJmer, Lewis and Upshur counties received $25,000 for "Project Glue," 
to develop and implement a model program that partners teacher candidates with teachers ofcore 
curriculum to address new and expandable topics in each discipline, new and improved methods of 
instruction, new technology in instruction, restructuring the school day, multiple methods of student 
evaluation, and the use of the combined school systems with those of the institutions of higher 
ed~cation. . . . 

With supplemental monies from, the office of the Governor, ·additional projects were funded, 

including: 

Lincoln County received $37,500 for the "Harts oft,he Community" program--including a parent· 

involvement program, adult classes, creation of a library, summer and after school tutoring and 

enrichment, a pediatric clinic and staff training; . 


McDowell County received $37,500 for "Project McDowell County Community 20001," combining 
an after school tutoring program for students with a parent program that offers GED opportunities, 
and computer technical training. A physical fitness center will be made available and community 
health resources sought for consultation on needs of parents and students. 



In summary~ forty-three of the fifty-five districts received a grant. Awards ranged from 
$3,000 to $37,500. In every instance the districts made a commitment to form a district wide panel· 
to plan for the comprehensive educational needs oftheir school system. From the state award ofjust 
over $750,000 a statewide technology plan has b~n developed, a state panel has conducted focus 
group meetings in every region, has held numerous subcommittee work sessions, and is developing 
a comprehensive five year educational plan for the state to ensure the most efficient and effective use 
oftax dollars. We are very proud ofthe efforts and the accomplishments ofthe Panel in its first year. 
We at the State Department ofEducation look forward to building on this foundation and to seeing 
the emergence ofa data ~a~e that will chart the impact of this program. 

On behalf of the students and parents ofWest Virginia who will benefit, I thank you. We 
clearly understand that none of this could or would have happened without the leadership of the 
Secretary ofEducation and his staff. For your confidence that the states could be trusted to address 
the needs of their constituents with these limited tax dollars--without reams of regulations, we are 

. grateful. Few dollars appropriated for education (or many other programs) have accomplished so 
much for so little. 

Sincerely, 

j~' 
~nry Marockie 

State Superintendent of Schools . 

c: 	 Senator Robert C. Byrd 

Senator John D. Rockefeller, IV 

Congressman Alan Mollohan 

Congressman Bob Wise 

Congressman Nick Joe Rahall II . 




Procler&Gamble 

JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices 
Chairman afthe Board and September 8; 1995 The Procter & Gamble Company
Chief Executive One Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45202·3315 

The Honorable.Arlen Specter 

United States Senate 

530 Hart Offic~ Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 


Dear Senator Specter: 

I am writing you on a subject to which I have devoted more of my 
effort over the past decade than any other apart from my family and 
my work, and that is public education. 

Specifically, I am writing to share my strong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued funding of Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a strong' long-term supporter of public education. I 

'know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as 'itnow stands would not inqlude funding for this program. 
I think this .would be a tragic mistake: 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. ' 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
.competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you·get what you measure". We are still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standa~ds and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is'providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
receiyed first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed 
the projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 



• • 
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Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country 
needs. Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state 
and, above all, local levels. However, I. firmly believe that while 
this isn't a perfect act, the great majority of the spending and . 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing. 
local reform efforts are sound and essential and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would be a 
terribly 'serious setback to this nation's educational reform 
effort. 

I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there are 
other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you.­

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 
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DellI' Jean; I ' 

I r~ived ~O~·COIWlIUniCi!.tiOO rC:iill:diHt; the l~;iD the Worhl COlliiorLlwu. I anI very proud of the 
work' that ou are doing. 

As Jhcliev • you know. I have w ritt~n to Secretary Riley to {cquclil the Department's continued 
suppon, for the work of 1sl in the: World Com;ortlum and for iUi help iD.lnitlating the administering 
the Third I ternatiotW Math aIld Sci~nce Study (TIMSS) [0 the: ConsortiwD's st\.ldcnUi. I !lave 
enclosed a ~opy of my letter alld the Sccrct;,ry's re&ponse. 

Regarding lpprOP'filitions for GoOlls 2000, ;aQ; you know the: aIiocation my Subconunil1c:e Tcceivc:1J for 
drafting rhei annual appropri~tionti bill for the departm~u:s of Education. Health & nUDw,l S~rvic~5. 
and Labor "ud f.:lal.ed age~JelJ was redu(cd by $9.3 bllhon, or 11%, below tJ..u.: t1scal YCi1f enacted 
level. COll$cquently I the House did not iu~ludc any funding for Coals 2000. The Senate ..lid nOl 

require me tame level of n:ductions in programs u.nder the SUbcom:m.ittce's jurisdiction, providing 
approximul''i1y $l ..s billion more for th~::i~ it.~tivilits. The Senare Subcommittee provided $310 milJion 
for GOALSI2000. lIowcwr. ror reasons other t.han fuud..ing h:vel'concerns, the full S(rutte has been 
un.able {o ~b~inf, me appropriations bill lip fol' corJ.."iidcration. 'Oucc lLl:; Senltt'lj version of [he 
lipproprlatio IS bill is adopWd by tlu: tull SenaL\::, a. Uousc-&J.Jale Contcfcl,ICC Corn.mirtee will Ulwt to 
It:concile differt~nces bt!twc:.;n tllt two ¥~r::;jons of t.b.t bill aud negotitite a final bill wllich can' be 
5etltto the lj',:c:iidcnt. The Prc~hhm( is requGstinl: GoalS 2000 fundil\i in his budget aegotiations with 
the C01,g.res~. and r Lheref()rc beJi<:vc ilialthe finallcgilOlatioD thae illi sen' to the President will inclUde 

, ,funding for poals 2000, 

I appft;~ialt:!' our COJ~Cling mt; !'c:g;u..ljug the Cuorliwu'i! agenda. a hope: you will continue: to 

feel tree to I)UUlcl me WhcIlI..: ...c:r issues of CO(lCc 
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June 7, 1994 

The Honorable James J. Rhoades 

Chairman 

Senate Education Committee 

Room 168 

Main capitol Building 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for inviting me to at~end your hearing on GOALS 
2000: The Educate America Act. Unfortunately, due to a previous 
cOIllll1.itment, I am unable .to be with you today_ Nevertheless, I 
wanted to share some of my thoughts on this important legislation. 

After almost six years of negotiations spanning nearly the 
entire Bush Administration and the first year and one-half of the 
Clinton Administration, I was very pleased that this legislation 
finally became the,iaw of the land a few months ago. 

GOALS 2000 is the first Federal program to focus on improving 
the quality of .duc~tion in this country; until how,the Federal 
government paid 1i'ttle' attention· to student learning and 
achievement. This :law encou~ages States and localities to set high 
academic standards for America's children, and it makes it clear 
that .we have high expectations for our future generations. 

GOALS 2000 enshrines into law the national education goals and 
a National Education Goals Panel to monitor our country's progress 
toward attaining these goals. It contains an important safe 
schools provision that begins to address the rampant violence that 
is spreading from school to school across the nation. This 
legislation acknowledges that State and local education officials 
know best how to meet the needs of students and it provides 
regulatory flexibility to States, local educational agencies and 
schools. 

While I strongly supported final passage of this bill, iee ~e 
~ake it clear that this was not alway~ the case. As one of ehe 
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st~~~gest supporters of State and loca: con:~ol of educa:icn ~n :~e 
cong~ess, I fought throughout the legislat1ve process aga1ns: all 
unnecessary Federal intrusion and bureaLt.cracy. In particular, ! 
f~ught aga1nst tne opportunity to'learn provisions in this 0111. 

At the outset, I must emphasize that any State's partici~ation 
in Goals 2000 is voluntary. A State must only meet t~e ~equire­
ments of the program if it participates. Otherwise, it ·... il.l. not 
r.av:! to do so. 

Let me take a moment to explain some of the changes we ~ade in 
the final bill. First, while a State must develop opportunity to 
learn standards or strategies, they only have, to include those 
factors it deems appropr iate to aChieve 'a State's content:. and 
performance standards. 'In other words, OTL standards or strategies 
are Whatever a State wants them to be as long as they are focysed 
on improved student learning. 

, The single most important section of the bill dealing wit~ 
opportunity to learn is this: no State, local education agency, or 
school will be required to implement OTL standards Qr strategies. 
So. while a State must develop OTL standards or strategies, they do 
not have to be implemented. Briefly, let me outline a few of the 

,other state and local control provisions il' GOALS 2000: 

o 	
r 

no State must have their standards certified by any Panel 
or commission; 

, ' 

o 	 the adoption of standards, ~sses~ments, 'and opportunity 
to learn strategies or standards is not linked to 
participa~ion in any other program; 

o 	 '.nothing in GOALS 2000 can be construed to mandate 
equalized spending or to mandate national school building 
standards; " 

o 	 nothinq in GOALS 2000 can be construed to mandate a State 
or locality to incur costs not paid for under this act; 

,0 	 and, tpere is a general prohibition on Federal mandates 
with' respect to the direction or control of a State, 
local education agency, or school's curriculum, program 
of instruction, or allocation of resources. 

o 	 requires each State improvement plan to include 
strategies for ensuring that comprehensive, systemic 
reform is promoted from the bottom up in communities, 
local educational 'gencies and schools and lncludes a 
list of optional'strategies for ~tate consideration. 
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o reaff ir::lsState' :l.!"'.d l<:lcal :-es?or.sibility for cont:-:::>l of 
education. 

o req~lres the local plan to promote the flexibility of 
,local 	 schools in developing plans which address the 
particular needs of their school and community. 

I would have preferred no opportunity to learn provisions, tut 
that is not the way the legislative process works. So, while the 
final GOALS 2000 bill was not perfect, I believe it still has the 
potential to have a~ enormous impact on education in this nation. 
In my view, there are two big Obstacles that must be overcome for 
this program to ultimately be judged a success. 

First~ the various' groups involved in setting academic 
standards ~ust do their job correctly and produce sensible, 
understandable standards, so eve~yone involved in the educational 
process will. know what is expected of them. overly complicated 
standards filled with academic jargon will meet with resistance by , 
parents, teachers, and children,. and will ultimately find'their 
place buried on the shelf with dozens of other 'well-intended 
education reform efforts. 

Let me also emphasize that these must be academic standards. 
Parents ~ave the primary responsibility for instilling'in their 
children the values and behaviors that will guide and shape the 
lives of their children. Standards that are promulgated at the 
Federal and State levels must carefully avoid straying into 
attempts to dictate values and behaviors. The extent to which 
schools, may delve into these area~~ it at ill, isa decision that 
must be left to pare~ts and the local schools that respond to them. 

Second, the Department of Education must ensure that there is 
an absolute minimum d: Federal influence on GOALS 2000 efforts in 
the States 'and cOllllllunities. At this point, I am pleased 1:0 say 
that it appears for the most part the Department is doing just as 
they promised. They have decided not to promulgate complicated 
regulations to implement GOALS 2000, and they have even been able 
to keep the GOALS 2000 application forms to only a few short pages 
-- no small accomplishment for a Federal bur~aucracy. 

However; there are some early warning signs on the horizon 
that merit our "careful scrutiny. In Ohio, the U.S. Department o'f 
Education's Office ·of Civil Rights ~s investigatin~ that State's 
development and implementation' of their Ninth-Grade Prof ic iency 
Tests on the ~rounds that perhaps ~dt,all students were provided an 
opportunity to learn. While this case is still in the relatively 
preliminary stages, it could have a profound impact on other States 
efforts to implement GOALS 2000. 
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~his investigation appears to . unnecessarily involve the 
federa~govern~ent in t~e day-to-day operatiqns of school systems 
and ralses serlOUS questlons about the feasibility of standards. and 
assessment efforts in all states. It ::-aises the question of 
whether or not the Department will allow ~ high stakes standards 
and. assessment provisions to ever be implemented. Clearly, the 
Ohio case is one to watch. . . 

Finally, we have provided States, local educational agencies. 
and local schools the opportunity to request waivers from federal 
regulations which they believe pr~vent ~hem from undertaking 
education reform. This waiver authority is limited to seven 
elementary and secondary education programs at the present time. 

In conclusion, I want to reiterate my support for GOALS 2000 
and urge its careful implementation in Pennsylvania. The demands 
of an increasingly competitive international marketplace make it 
imperative that we drama~ically change our educational system,. not 
because. it is failing but because we must provide all of our 
citizens with much higher levels of skills and knowledge if this 
democracy and its economy are to survive. In my view, passage of 
GOALS 2000 has the potential to be seen as a watershed event in the 
annals of education reform. However, the only way this will happen 
is with the active participation of' everyone -- regardless of 
politlca~persuasion -- with a stake.in education reform•. I know 
my fr.iends in the Pennsylvania legislature are up to this important 
task. 

J 

If there is anything my staff or I can do to help· with the 
Pennsylvania GOALS 2000 reform efforts, I hope ·you will not 
hesitate to call on·'·me • 

... 	~ 
.O~GOODLING 

Ranking Republican Member 

BG: ls 
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TOMMY G. THOMPSON 

Governor 
S~ate of Wisconsin 

September 18, 1995 

Michael Cohen 

Senior Advisor to the Secretary 

United States Dept. ofEducation 

Washington, D.C. 20202 


Dear Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you for your letter, and the information regarding the technical assistance services 
available to the State of Wisconsin. I appreciate the time you took to write and your 
patience in awaiting a response. 

Although Gotlls 2000 has only been in effect a short time, the program has changed the 
face ofeducation as we know it I applaud your efforts to help children everywhere reach 
the high academic standards we have set for them. Your new technical assisUmce 

. services sound like a wonderful way to continue down the road to'successful education 
reform. Keep up the good work. 

Thank you again for the letter and materials. I have forwarded them to my policy staff 
for their consideration. Should they have any.questions or comments, they 'will contact 

•you directly. Please do not hesitate to keep my office informed.' , 

Governor 

TGTlbwl 

Room llS East. State Capitol. P.O. Box 7863. Madison. Wisconsin 53707 • (608) 266-1212 • fAX (608) 267-8983 



Scare of Ohio 

Department of Education John M. Goff' 
Ohio Deparcmems Building, Room 810, 65 South From S(reet. Columbus 432'15-4183 Supenntenden( of Publ,c Ins (ruction 

December' 6, 1995 

The Honorable William J ..Clinton 
.	President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to urge your continued support for the Goals 2000 program as you work 
.. with the Congressional leadership to fashion a plan for balancing the federal budget. 

Mr. President, I support the goal of a balanced federal budget; however, I also believe 
that goal will not and cannot be realized without continued -even expanded- strategic 
federal investments in education and workforce development programs like Goals 
2000. 

Briefly, I would like to share with you some of the reasons why Ibeliev.e Ohio's 

participation in Goals 2000 is enhancing our state's comprehensive education 

improvement agenda and activities related to the same. . 


By strategically targeting the Goals 2000 funding available under the program, Ohio 
has been able to plan and leverage additional strategies for furthering our education 
reform agenda. These funds provide critical investments at the margin to advance 
Ohio's school improvement agenda by: (1) supporting Ohio's 126 intervention 
districts in their efforts to increase the level of academic achievement of students on 
state proficiency tests; (2) developing connections, including a technology network, 
between our "venture capital" schools; (3) identifying, sharing, and replicating 
innovative practices and pacesetter schools; (4) promoting public outreach and 
awareness about the national education goals; and (5) connecting school districts and 
colleges of education for professional development partnerships. Since we do not 
have the resource flexibility in our existing state budget, these efforts will be lost if 
federal funds are eliminated. All of these initiatives are essential. 



·2 . 
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Just as vital, our participation in Goals 2000 has enabled us to secure Ed-Flex status 
from U.S.D.O.E. Ohio is one of six states approved to authorize waivers and 
regulatory relief under the new "federal Education Flexibility Partnership 
Demonstration Grant (Ed·Flex) program. For local school districts throughout Ohio, 
.such waiver authority will ensure that the rules and regulations that obstruct 
innovative action to improve student learning are removed. Further, with Ohio's 
existing waiver authority, these initiatives will put this state in the forefront of 
deregulation, while providing a powerful tool for the Department, and, most 
importantly, for local schools and districts. 

. . 

At no time in history has the case for education improvement been more compelling. 
While some critical first steps have been taken, we all know that deep and lasting 
reform is a long.term challenge. Our work has produced some important successes, 
but much remains to be done. Goals 2000 is furthering this work in Ohio. 

Respectfully yours, . 

c;ji!~cfI-
. v.	

JohnM. Goff 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 



STATE OFNEW MEXICO. 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

EDUCATION BUILDING 

SANTA FE-87S01-2786 . 

ALAND. MORGAN December 7, 1995 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUllUC INSTRUCTION 

The Honorab1e Wi 11 i am J. C1i nton 

President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of New Mexico's educational community, I am writing to urge 
your cont inued support for Goals 2000 and to request that you hold 
steadfastly to your position regarding continued funding for this 
program. 

In New Mexico, the Goals 2000 resource has $ignificantly accelerated 
- the rate at which needed educational reform is taking place. More 

importantly, as a result of these restructuring efforts, we havebegun 
to see increases in the achievement levels of students and more 
'particularly those of children-of Native American and Hispanic descent. 

The focus of educational reform in New Mexico is at the community 
level. The New Mexico State Board of Education has established the 
expectation that communities develop Educational Plans for Student 
Success (EPSS). - The Goals 2000 resource has accelerated school 
district abil ity to develop and implement their EPSS. Projects funded 
under the auspices of Goals 2000 must show how the use of these funds 
address the development and implementation of the EPSS. To date, the 
State Department of Education has approved local applications for 
funding that include initiatives such as: 

o 	 Parents as teachers and.meaningful participants in the 
educational process, 

o 	 Organizing community resources on behalf of student achievement, 

o 	 Statewide planning for the delivery of staff development, 

o 	 Alternative assessment practices that recognize our state's 
ethnic and cultural diversity, and 

o 	 Developing standards and benchmarks appropriate at the state 
and local levels. 

"New Mexico Education: Good Schools Getting Better" 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
December 7, 1995 
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Your support of Goals 2000 and increased funding will allow New'Mexico 
to conti nue on thi s path of success that helps students ach i eve at 
higher levels. 

On beha 1f of New Mex i co IS educat i ona1 commun.i ty • 1et me convey our 
appreciation for your ~nwavering support to public education. 

ADM:jj 



Kansas State BoardofEducation

. . r 

120 S.E. 10th Avenue, Topeka. Kcliisas 66612-1182 
.# $4 iii 1M WI 

December 6, 1995 . 

. PRESIDENT BllL CLINTON 
TIIE WHITEHOUSE 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 
WASHINGTON DC 

RE: Educate America Act: Goals 2000 

Dear President Clinton: 

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to support the renewal and expansion of the 
Educate America Act:. Goals 2000 legislation which was passed in March 1994 and implemented 
in July 1994. The Educate America Act: Goals 2000 was implemel}ted in Kansas for a second 
year on July 1, 1995. The impact of these resources on assisting with our restructuring and reform 
efforts in Kansas has been very significant even though we have only concluded one full year of 
operation. and approximately half of a second year. 

The success of this legislation in Kansas is based on two primary factors very clearly evident in the 
legislation. Numberone, the flexibility of the legislation t6 allow the states and subsequently the 
local districts to use the resources to assist in state and local reform efforts which are prescriptive to 
each local district and state and secondly, based on this flexibility, as a support to educational 
reform,initiatives begun back in the early 90's in Kansas. Subsequently, Goals 2000 was not a 
new federal program in Kansas but aligned itself quite well in its eight national goals to the Kansas 
State Board of Education's mission and seven strategic directions. The intent of the Educate 
America Act and Kansas Mission for Education are very closely aligned and the seven Strategic . 
Directions adopted by the Kansas State Board of Education and the eight national goals are almost 
identical. 

In Year One, in both subgrant competitions, Local Reform and the Preservice Professional 
Development, 208 school districts were involved in the initiative with 230,612 students being 
served across the state of Kansas. Activities ranging from partnerships between local districts and 
colleges and universities, staff development, development of district standards, local assessments 
and outcomes and curriculum development, were areas that were supported by the monies awarded 
through the subgrant process. This year the subgrant process is just being completed and we 
anticipate twice as many districts participating as last year with a greater number of children and 
youth being served through this legislation. 

It is very important not only to renew the Goals 2000 for its five-year authorization for Years Three 
through Five, but to expand the appropriations as intended when the legislation was approved by a 
bipartisan House and Senate representation. It is anticipated that this year in Kansas, 
approximately half of the school districts will be 'participating in Goals 2000 school improvement 
efforts impacting about half of the student population. Therefore, to have the full impact of 
implementing local reform and restructuring efforts in the districts, additional resources to 
accomplish this will be needed. 

. Dale M. Dennis 
DeputyIAssistant Commissioner 

Division of Fiscal Services and Quality Control 
(913) 296-3871 


Fax No. (913) 296·7933 




President Bill Clinton 

Page 2 

December 6, 1995 


Thank: you for your support of Goals 2000 and we urge you toprovide a greater financial 
commitment to enhance school improvement efforts nationwide. It is through these Goals 2000 

. initiatives we feel we can accompl~sh the goals of establishing and setting quality and high 
standards for all' students. Therefore,our state will vigorously pursue the eight national goals 
which will assist us in having the best educational system in America and in the world . 

Dale M. De nis 

Interim Commissioner of Education 


.DMD~ 



STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

P. O. BOX 94064 

BAroN ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804·9064 


D,ecember 6, 1995 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Mr. President: ' 

Please consider this letter as a statement of support for your efforts to maintain and enhance 
our nation's commitment to quality education through the Goals 2000: EducateAmericaAct. 
The vast majority of Americans know and appreciate the role of education in maintaining our 
democratic society, economic system and quality of life. The Goals 2000 program is presently 
the most thoughtful, well-conceived, organized, supported and led reform initiative in the 
nation and'in our state. I urge you to support its continuation at its full funding level. 

The citizens of Louisiana do recognize the importance of education, and they sincerely wish 
to ensur~ that their children have every opportunity to access quality education appropriate 
for the 21 st century. The Louisiana Goals 2000 program has provided a strong and supportive 
national structure for our state's reform efforts with unprecedented flexibility and freedom for 
reform activities. Because of this flexibility and freedom, our state and school systems have 
been able to plan and begin implementation of important educational reform projects. These 
projects have been referenced to the national goals and meet our needs and priorities in the 
areas of local improvement, professional development, educational technology and preservice 
education. All these efforts are focused on the key concepts of defining high academic 
standards and helping all students to achieve to those standards. Within the first two years of 
the Louisiana Goals 2000 program, Louisiana has been able to engage 54 of its 66 school 
systems in this effort; in subsequent years, we hope that all systems will be involved. 

Members of the Louisiana Congressional delegation have already'been advised of our strong 
support for Goals 2000, including Representative Robert Livingston. As your administration 
moves forward with budget negotiations, please be confident of our support for national 
educational improvement based on the Goals 2000 concepts of high academic standards, state 
and local leadership in educational reform, and ensuring that all children have the opportunity 
to achieve to their highest respective capacities. 

Sincerely, 

9-~fh 
Raymond G. Arveson, Ed.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
Louisiana Department of Education 

RGA:WJM:dad 

"An EquaL 0 ortunit Em La er" 



ROBERT E. BARTMAN 
Commissioner ot Education 

DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY.& SECONDARY EDUCATION 
P.o. BOX 480 . 

. JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102-0480 

December 6, 1995 

The Honorable William 1. Clinton 

President of the United States 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

Before Congress enacted the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, the Missouri Legislature 
passed The Outstanding Schools Act in May 1993. This law established several new 
programs and policies aimed at improving Missouri's public schools. Many of the provisions 
in The Outstanding Schools Act closely parallel those of Goals 2000. 

Missouri convened a State Panel comprising of over one hundred people to draft the state 
plan for educational reform and technology. The panel members,. who were appointed by the 
Governor and the State Board of Education, have been steadfast in their support of Goals 
2000. 

The Outstanding Schools Act and the Goals 2000 legislation each speak to the development 
of state academic standards. Missouri began developing the standards soon after the passage 

. of The Outstanding Schools Act. Missouri's Goals 2000 State Plan is intended to reinforce 
the need for and assist in the full implementation of the knowledge, skills, and competencies 
identified in Missouri's Show-Me Standards as well as in the School-to-Work plan. 

Fortunately, Goals 2000 provides Missouri a means to develop a comprehensive state plan 
designed to implement the state's performance standards and other educational improvement 
initiatives. 

I urge you to support the expansion of the Goals 2000 program .. The program will continue 
to support the educational improvement initiatives in Missouri. 

Good wishes .. 

Sincerely, . . . 

!UtZ:jj~ 

Robert E. Bartman 
Commissioner of Education 



Procl£r&Gamble 

JOHN E, PEPPER General Offices jChairman of the Board and The Procter & Gamble Comoanl' 
Chief Executive September 8, 1995 One ProCter & Gamble Pla:'a ' 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202,3315 

The Hon. Christopher Bond 

United States Senate 

293 Russell Office Building 


-Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Bond: 

I am writing you on a subject to which I have devoted more of my 
effort over the past decade than any other apart from my family and 
my work, and!that is public education. 

Specifically, I am writing to share my strong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued funding of Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a 'strong long-term supporter of public education. I 
know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as it now stands would not include funding for this program. 
I think this would be a tragic mistake. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is tq est.ablish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must me~t in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you -get what you measure-. We are still in 'the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, inde~d, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed 
the projects that are being funded. in Ohio. Several of them.are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 
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Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country 
needs, Most of what needs to be done must .be done at the state 
and, above all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while 
this isn't a perfect act, the great majority of the spending and 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing 
local reform efforts are sound and essential and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would be a 
terribly serious setback to this nation's educational reform 
effort. 

I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there are 
other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting me know. who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J ,. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 
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JOHN E. PEPPER September 7, 1995 Gelleral Offices 
Chairmall of the Board alld The Procter & GambleCompallY 
Chief Executive aile Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3315 

The Honorable Richard Riley 0 T 

Secretary of Education (f) 

......... ...c..
U.S. Department of Education rn 
400 	Maryland Avenue, S.W. (j') 

~ 

F.O.B. 6 	 ......... 

SWashington, D:C. 20202 	 C) 

0 :CD 
::;;;:.

C) 
Dear Secretary Riley: 	 (.0 

I am sending you copies of several letters I've sent to, senators 
following 'up our meeting at the White House on the Goals 2000 
Educate America Act. 

I would like to emphasize 3 convictions that I tried to convey in 
my brief remarks: 

1. 	 The importance of achieving higher educational standards needs 
more Sustained Focus than it is rece~ving today. I believe, as 
you and the President do that improving the educational 
preparation of 'our children is the most important issue facing 
this country. It lies at the foundation of so many things we 
seek -~ better productivitYi a stronger economy; avoidance of a 
deepening cleav~ge within a "two class" society; etc. 

Today, this issue is too easily lost in a welter of issues. 

The public sees it flashing across TV screens and in 

newspapers, competing for attention with balanced budgets; 

greater deficits; welfare and health care reform; violence; and 

much more. If ,this is really going to have an impact, it has 

got to be treated more as a singular issue. 


WHAT IF there was a coordinated, top-down confrontation of this 

issue and its importance, reaching ou't to everyone in the 

country -- starting with the President with an hour 

presentation in prime time; followed a week later, by every 

governor in his or her state talking to the publici followed a 

week after that by the mayors and heads of school boards and 

business leaders in each local communi ty talking, about what 

needed to be done there to improve the education of our youth. 

It would be a massive undertaking, calling for significant 

preparation. But I think it could be done. The key then would 

bef6llow-up. Follow-up. Follow-up. With specific 

accountability for doing different things in each part of the 

community. With measures of progress. 
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2 .. 1 urge that some important portion of the funding from 
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Goals 2000 be placed in what I will describe as high impact, 
high profile reform efforts aimed at holistic reform for total 
school districts in a major urban areas. It probably would 
make sense to continue to do this via the state. I think that 
has been a very sound strategy~ But I think it is most 
important that we have underway a major community-wide, 
multi-year reform effort that is designed to achieve 
transformation of one or more of our most challenging large 
urban school districts. To the best "of my knowledge, we don't 
have one success story in the country that would involve the 
entirety of one of our top 5-10 urban school districts. I 
would make the competition for this particular grant very 
tough. I would require top leadership in the community to come 
together both to present the case for the grant and, assuming 
they won it, to share learnings at least once a year with other 
winning districts. For example, you could do 4 districts at 
$20 million each for a total of $80 million/year. My basic 
point here is that I think a systemic breakthrough improvement 
in our urban public school districts is the toughest challenge 
we face and 1 think we ought to be directing specific effort 
against it, but do everything possible to assure that it has 
the community buy-in and 'the follow-through that will be 
essential for it to succeed. 

3. 	 We must find a better way to transfer success. This is a 
complex subject that goes beyond what I can convey in this 
letter. However, if it should be of interest to you to follow 
it up, I would be happy to do so. 

I hope at least some of these thoughts are helpful. You and your 
team are working on the most important challenge this nation faces. 
You 	have done wonderful work on it. I wish you the greatest 
success and stand ready to help in any way I can. 

Sincerely, 

CC Mr. J." T. Gorman 
Mr. R. L. Wehling 



Procter&Gamble 

JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices September 8, 1995Chairman of the Board and The Procter & Gamble C ompanv 
Chief Executive One Procter & Gamble P[a:a 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45202·33[5 

The Honorable Michael DeWine 

United States Senate 

140 Russell Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 


Dear Mike, 

T'd like to go into more detail beyond the copy of the note I sent 
you which I had sent onto Bill Roberg. I spent yesterday in 
Washington on the subject of education, most importantly, on the 

Goals 2000 Act. . 


I would like to again amplify why I feel this is a piece of 
legislation that we ought to retain. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 

absolutely imperative. 


The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global. 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you "get what you measure". We.are still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed the 
projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 

Goals 2000 is, of course, ·only a part vf the massive effort that must 
be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country needs. 
Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state and, above 
all, local. levels. However, I firmly believe that while this isn't a 
perfect act, the great majority of the spending and its two key 
thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing local reform 
efforts are sound and essential and should be continued. Moreover, 
cancellation of this effort would be a terribly serious setback to 
this nation's educational reform effort. 



' ....... . 
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Mike, I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there 
are other individuals you think I should conununicate my convictions 
to, I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely; 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 



. ' ,'. ,',', , " ,:,,' . " ' . 

Procter&Gamble 
JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices 
Chairman o/the Board and The Procter & Gamble Company 
Chief Executive , September 8, 1995 One Procter & Gamble Pla:a 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202·3315 

The Hon. Connie Mack 

United States Senate 

517 Hart Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 


Dear Senator Mack: 

I am writing you on a subject to which I have devoted more of my 
effort 'over the past decade than any other apart from my family and 
my work, and that is public education. ' 

Specifically" I am writing to share my strong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued funding of Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a strong long-term supporter of public education. I 
know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as it now stands would not include funding for this program. 
I think this would pe a tragic mistake. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you "get what you measure". We are still in the early 
st'ages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability fordoin~ so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
'tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 'funds. I have personally reviewed 
the projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 
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Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educational improvements .our country 
needs. Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state 
and, above all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while 
this isn't a perfect act, the great majority of the spending and 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing 
local reform efforts are sound and essential and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would be a 
terribly serious setback to this nation's educational reform 
effort. 

I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there are 
other individuals yqu think I should communicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting. me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 
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JOHN E, PEPPER Genera' OfficesSeptember 8, 1995Chai17nlJn oj the Board and The Procter & Gamble Company 
ChiefExecutive One Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45202 ·3315 

The Honorable John Glenn 
United States Senate 
503 Hart Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear John, 

I'd like to go into more detail beyond the copy of the note I sent 
you which I had sent on to Bill Koberg. I spent yesterday in 
Washington on the subject of education, most importantly, on the 
,Goals 2000 Act. 

I would like to again amplify why I feel this is a piece of 
legislation that we ought to retain. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in ,other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you ",get what you measure". We are still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed the 
projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 

Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of 'the massive effort that must 
be placed to achieve the educ,ational' improvements our country needs. " 
Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state and, above 
all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while this isn't a 
perfect act, the great majority of the spending and its two key 
thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing local reform 
efforts are sound and essential and should be continued. Moreover, 
cancellation,oithis effort would be a terribly serious, setback to 
this nation's educational reform effort. 
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John, I would be glad to answer any .questions you may have. If there 
are other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions 
to, I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 



ProclRr&Gamble 

JOHN E. PEPPER 
Chairman of the Board and 
Chief Executive 

September 8, 1995 General Offices 
The Procter & Gamble Company 
One Procter & Gamble Plaza 
Cincinnati. Ohio 45202·3315 

The Honorable Michael DeWine 
United States Senate 
140 Russell Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mike, 

I'd like to go into more detail beyond the copy of the note I sent 
you which I had sent on to Bill Koberg. I spent yesterday in 
Washington on the subject of education, most importantly, on the 
Goals 2000 Act. 

I would like to again amplify why I feel this is a piece of 
legislation that we ought to retain. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you Mget what you measure". We are. still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability fordoing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed the 
projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 

Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that must 
'be placed to achieve the educational ·improvements our country needs. 
Most of what needs.to be done must be done at the state and, above 
all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while this isn't a 
perfect act, the great majority of the spending and its two key 
thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing local reform 
efforts are sound and essential and should be continued. Moreover, 
cancellation of this effort would be a t.erribly serious setback to 
this nation's educational reform effort. 
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Mike, I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. ~f there 
are other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions 
to, I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 
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Procler&Gamble 
JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices September 8, 1995Chairman of the Board and The Procter & Gamble Company 
ChiefExecUJive One Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnatj. Ohio 45202-3315 

The Honorable Robert Portman 
House of Representatives 
238 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Rob, 

Thanks for your reply to the copy of the note I sent you which I had 
sent on to Bill Koberg. I spent yesterday in Washington on the 
subject of education, most importantly, on the Goals 2000 Act. 

I would like to again amplify why I feel this is a piece of 
legislation that we ought to retain. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you Nget what you measure". We are still in the early 
stages of corranunicating to .the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational corranunity, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of .this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and corranunities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed the 
projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will bea magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 

Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that must 
be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country needs. 
Most of what needs to be. done must be done at the state and, above 
all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while this isn't a. 
perfect act, the great majority of the spending and its two key 
thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing local reform 
efforts are sound and essential and should be continued. Moreover, 
cancellation of this effort would be a terribly serious setback to 
this nation's educational reform effort. 
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Rob, I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there 
are other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions 
to, I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 
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JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices 
Chairman ofthe Board and The Procter & Gamble Company 
Chief Executive September 8, 1995 One Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45202-3315 

The Hon. Slade Gorton 

United States Senate 


'730 Hart Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Gorton: 

I am writing you on a subject to which I have devoted more of my 
effort over the past decade than any other apart from my family and 
my work, and that is public education. 

Specifically, lam writing to share my strong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued· funding of Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a strong long-term supporter of public education. I 
know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as it now stands would not include funding for this program. 
! t~ir.k this would be a tragic mistake. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to'be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you -get what you measure". We are still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the .educational community.. the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so impo~tant is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform. efforts. I understand .that 48 states have 
received fi;st year Goal~ 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed 
the proj ects that are being funded in Ohio. Several. of them are .in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 
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Goals 2.00'0 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country 
needs. Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state 
and, above all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while 
this isn't a perfect act, the great majority of the spending and 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing 
local reform efforts are sound .and essential and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would bea 
terribly serious setback to this nation's educational reform 
effort. 

I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there are 
other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely I . 

J. E ~ . PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 



Procter&Gamble 

JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices 

ChaimuJII o/the Board and The Procter & Gamble Compan\'

Chief Executive September 8, 1995 One Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45202·3315 

The Hon. Judd Gregg,' 
United States Sen'ate 
393 Russell Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Sen~tor Gregg: 

I am writing you on a subject to which I have devoted more of my 
effort over the past decade than any other apart from my family and 
.my work, and that is public education. 

Specifically, I am writing to share my strong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued funding o.f Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a strong long-term supporter of public education. I 
know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as it now stands would not include funding for this program. 
I think this would be a tragic mistake. 

There are, two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely 'imperative. 

The first of these is to establish ,at Uie national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you -get what you measure". We are still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed 
the projects that are being funded in Ohio. 'Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will ,be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 
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Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country 
needs. Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state 
and, above all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while 
this isn't a perfect act, the great majority of the spending and 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing 
local reform efforts are sound and essential and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would be a 
terribly serious setback to this nation's educational reform 
effort. 

I' would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there are 
other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you .. 

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 



Procter&Gamb1e 

JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices 
CluJirman 0/the Board and The Procter & Gamble Company 
Chief Executive September 8, 1995 One Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202·3315 

The Hon. Thad Cochran 
United States Senate 
326 Russell Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Cochran: 

I am writing you on a subject to which I have ,devoted more of my 
effort over the past decade than any'other apart from my family and 
my work, and that is public education. 

Specifically, I am writing to share my strong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued funding of Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a strong long-term supporter of public education. I 
know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as it now stands would not include funding for'thisprogram. 
I thi::::J: this would pe a tragic mistake. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement,that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you -get what you measure". We are still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts.- I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed 
the projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, they are 
grass roots efforts,that can become breakthrough success models. ' 
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Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country 
needs. Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state 
and, above all, ,local levels. However, I firmly believe that while 
this isn't a perfect act, the great majority of the spending and 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing 
local reform efforts are sound and essential' and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would be a 
terribly serious setback to this nation's educational reform 
effort. < 

I would be glad to answer any questions you may have, If there are 
other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J. «E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 



ProcJer&Gamble 

JOHN E. PEPPER General Offices ' 

Chairman of the Board and The Procter & ,Gamble Company
September 8, 1995Chief Executive. ' 	 One Procter & Gamble Plaza 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45202-3315 

The Hon. James Jeffords 
United States Senate 
513 Hart Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Jeffords: 

I am writing you on a subject to which I have devoted more of my 
effort over the past decade than any other apart from my family and 
my work, and that is public education. 

Specifically, I am writing to share my strong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued funding of Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a strong long-term supporter of public education. I 
know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as it now stands woulq not include funding for this ,program. 
I think this would be a tragic mistake. 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global 
economies. You and I both know that there is great truth to the 
saying that you Nget what you measureD. We are still in the early 
stages of communicating to the American public and l indeed to manyl 

in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doing so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states'have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed 
the projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea they areI 

grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 
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Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educ,ational improvements our country 
needs. Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state 
and, above all, local levels. However, I' firmly believe that while 
this isn't a perfect act, the great majority of the spending and 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing 
local reform efforts are sound and essential and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would be a 
terribly serious setback to this nation's educational reform 
effort. 

I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If'there are 
other individuals you think I should communicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 
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JOHN E.PEPPER General Offices 
Chairman ofthe Board and The Procter & Gamble Company September 8, 1995ChiefExecutive 	 One Procter & Gamble Pla:.o 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45202-33/5 

The Hon. Ted Stevens 

United States Senate 

522 Hart Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 


Dear Senator Stevens: 

'I am writing you on a subject to which I have devoted more of my 
effort over the past decade than any other apart from my family and 
my work, and that is public education. 

Specifically, I am writing to share my s"'trong convictions with you 
on the importance of the continued funding of Goals 2000. I know 
you have been a strong long-term supporter of public education. I 
know that the 1996 U.S. House of Representatives appropriations 
bill as it now stands would not include funding for this program. 
I think this would be a tragic mistake: 

There are two major things which this legislation does which are 
absolutely imperative. 	 . 

The first of these is to establish at the national and state level 
standards of achievement that our children must meet in order to be. 
competitive with children graduating from schools in other global ­
economies. You and I both-know ,that there is great truth to the 
saying that you -get what you measure U Weare still in the early• 

stages of communicating to the American public and, indeed, to many 
in the educational community, the importance of meeting high 
standards and taking accountability for doin'g so. Failure to 
continue the Goals 2000 Act/Educate America Act would represent a 
tremendous .setback to this effort. 

The second part of this legislation that is so important is the 
stimulus that it is providing' to the states and communities to 
accelerate their reform efforts. I understand that 48 states have 
received first year Goals 2000 funds. I have personally reviewed 
the projects that are being funded in Ohio. Several of them are in 
Cincinnati. While no one of them will be a magic panacea, .they are 
grass roots efforts that can become breakthrough success models. 
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Goals 2000 is, of course, only a part·of the massive effort that 
must be placed to achieve the educational improvements our country 
needs. Most of what needs to be done must be done at the state 
and, above all, local levels. However, I firmly believe that while 
this isn I ta perfect act, the great majority of the spending and 
its two key thrusts on establishing measures and supplementing 
local reform efforts are sound and essential and should be 
continued. Moreover, cancellation of this effort would be a 
terribly serious setback to this nation's educational ref6rm 
effort . 

. I would be glad to answer any questions you may have. If there are 
other individuals you think I should cormnunicate my convictions to, 
I would appreciate your letting me know who they are. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

J. E. PEPPER 

CC Mr. J. T. Gorman 
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Ralph S. Larsen Pmsltltmr 
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Patricia Hanahan Engman
Edgar S. Woolard, Jr. Exl1Cutivs DlrI1Cmr 'September 8, 1995 Ct;JiiraJrrnfVI . 

TO niB BUSIN'ESS ROUNDTABLE EDUCATION INllIATIVE STATE LEAD CEOS 
and MEMBERS OF niB EDUCATION TASK FORCE 

Last month, the House of Representatives zeroed out fiscal '96 funding for the "Goals 
2000: Educate America Act." It will now be up to the Senate to restore all or 'part of 
the President's $750 million'budget request if this key reform program is to continue. 

The Senate Education Appropriations Subcommittee will take action on this' issue 
. next week (September 13-14). Given the importance of this program to the 

Roundtable's state level education reform initiative, I would like to ask you to 
consider contacting SubcoJIUnittee Chairman Arlen Specter and other members of the ' 
Senate (attached) to express your support for continued funding for Goals for the 1996 
fiscal year. We believe that the current 1995 fiscal year appropriation of 
$372 million would keep the program funded at a level that would adequately 
support the efforts that are on-going within each of the 47 states that have elected to 
participate. 

I am pleased to report that the Roundtable approved supporting'this effort at its 

September 6 Policy Committee meeting. As a result of this action, you also will be 

receiving a letter from John Snow on this issue, as well as other actions that were 

taken at the meeting. ' 


I am attaching a copy of a brief fact sheet on Goals 2000 in order to help you 

communicate your support for this important program. 


Please give me a call if you have any questions. 

and 
Chairman and CEO 
TRW Inc. 

)TG/soh 
attachments 
cc: Staff Designees 
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BUSINESS COALITION 

FOR EDUCATION REFORM 


1201 NEW YORK A VENUE. NW • SUITE 700 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005. (202) 289·2888 

May to, 1995 

Honorable William F. Goodling 
Chainnan 
Committee on Economic and Educational Opportunities 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Business Coalition for Education Refonn believes that higher academic standards are 
crucial to the nation's education refonn efforts and to the ultimate success of every child in 
school. We have aggressively supported bipartisan legislation in Congress for this purpose and 
have been actively engaged in advancing refonn in nearly every state. . 

During the 102nd Congress. the Coalition worked for the enactment of President Bush's America 
2000 proposal. Last year, we stood behind the enactment of President Clinton's Goals 2000: 
Educate America Act. During the debate on these proposals, our interest focused on two issues: 
First. the need to establish higher academic standards for all students, and, second, to provide 
states with financial assistance that would either accelerate the education reform already 
underway, or help jump-start new, comprehensive education improvements. 

New legislation has been introduced in both the House of Representatives (H.R. 1045. H.R. 977) 
and in the Senate (S. 323, S. 469) to amend Goals 2000. We continue to support the underlying 
principles for reform contained in the Act, but believe that the provisions creating the National 
Education Standards and Improvement Council (NESIC) and opportunity-to-Iearn standards 
could be eliminated. We continue to support the role of the federal government in providing 
leadership as well as creating incentives for states to set high academic standards for what 
students should know and be able to do. 

AMERICAN BUSINESS CONFERENCE. BLACK BUSINESS COUNCIL. BUSINESS-HIGHER EDUCATION FORUI\I 

THE BUSINESS ROUNDT ABL.E • COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE CONFERENCE BOARD 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. NATIONAL ALLiANCE OF BUSINESS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS 


U.S. HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 




BUSINESS COALITION FOR EDUCATION REFORM PAGE ::! 

Most member companies within our Coalition agree that education quality continues to be a 
national issue and a national problem, with serious potential consequences for our economic 
future and social strength. Consequently, we believe that there is an appropriate role for national 
I eadership in benchmarking knowledge and skills, such as performing an information 
clearinghouse function, or providing advice, analysis, or technical assistance upon request that 
would help states understand how they compare to the best in the world. We also believe that it 
is inappropriate for the federal government to dictate or control education decisions that are state 
and local concerns. 

Standards for knowledge and skills are used already by employers every day in the marketplace. 
They are used for hiring and promoting people, and continue to change rapidly in a competitive 
world economy. Our youth will continue to pay the price if we fail to articulate clear expectations 
for knowledge and competence. Young people with high school diplomas may think that. they 
have a passport to the future, but too few are qualified for employment against the high standards 
required in the global economy. The stark reality is that youth who cannot perform against high 
workplace expectations are not going to be employed. 

As you proceed with legislation to amend the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, we strongly 
urge you to ensure that states be given the national support they need to move their reforms 
forward with high benchmarks for educational excellence. 

Sincerely, 

American Business Conference 

Black Business Council 

The Business Roundtable (Coalition co-chair) 

Chamber of Commerce of the United States 

National Alliance of Business (Coalition co-chair) 

National Association of Manufacturers 

National Association of Women Business Owners 

U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

(Coalition participants not having specific policies on this issue or otherwise unable to sign include: Business-Higher 
Education Forum. Committee for Economic Development, and The Conference Board) 



12/12 '95 13:06~ID:DISTRjCT 31 

TO 92724918 P.02 
DEC-1.2-1J95 09:17 FROI'I ~Uf-'I ufr:1CE DIST 225. 

_A~$"ti,.rJ I UN Dn:;CE~ 
JOHN EOWAA~) I"ORT£R n7~ ~AVQU"N I,OlJiIl OPflCr sU'lOI~ 

10111 o..'.'~"'1 "-'-""'0'5 WA$t<Ir.(lTON. D( 206' ..... '1'0 
UOlI l~'"48.& 

(;OMMlnl!c ON ~Pjf\O.pmATIONS 
Ht:::iN1 o.t~"; 

~"IICCl"MJ~1EE' 104 W,LMOT IiIQAU 
SUflllOO 

IJ(EAt'fl.fl,IL 'OOI~'1WI 
fOflilG" OP.j:TIO~U 

lABOR. H,,,LTli ...NO I'I~MAN SEAYl,'.rS. 
110a)9~2Q2AND .[)UCA'fIOr< flCongress ot ttJ£ mnittb Ji,tates",""""-liU.~ 

HI NO~Ti! COUNTY $TIlfET 
fIIIII11 A"" .:flNtI+UCTION 1\111. A (.OUI'fl'f BUII.!;)INGjQou~c of lttprt9tnt4tibr.i WAUI(;GAN.IL /l£t0Ii£-4Xl8 

COOPERATION f~ EUll0N: 
COMMISSION ON stCUtll"N AND 

"OIl) ""2-0101 

~aiblnaton. JW!: 205ta-:-lllOCONGkiSSIONAL ~IUMAN I 1 I!> ",/tLIN"rQIIi HlitC~IT" 11101'\0 
HI(,jIHS CA~CU" ..y.?! 10. 

J;Q.awnM! N Dcce~ber 8, 199,5 ARUN(;TON I AilQUT8, 1\ 00!I0.-a,,2 
1T1ld) m-ola:iDr. Jean McGrew 

SUJ>CdntenUDt of Schools 

Glenbrook. TWP H.S. Dist. 225 

1835 Land ~hr Road . 

Glenview. [L 6002!1 

Deill' Jean; I 
.. _.~_,_~"", __,.,i;.'-.,., " ,.., 

I received tour cOlwuuruca,(ioa r"iiirchn~ the 1st in the World COlliiorLlwll. I am very proud of the 
work" that ~ou arc doing. 

As I bclicv~ you know, I hav\! writ~n lO ~ecr"tary Riley to ICqUC!ll the Department's continued 
suppon. fOf.lthc woi'k of 1sl in the: World Consortium and for iLs help in Initiating lh~ admi.nistering 
the Third l~ternatio.w&l Math :.wd ~cieDCc Study (T1MSS) co tlu:! Consortiwu'll studc;ni.I.i. I !lave . 
~ncJosed a fOPY of my Jelter .<1111.1 the Sccrcti.ry·s response. 

Regarding rlppropril1.r.ionsfor Goals 2000. "S you Know the allocation my SubCooUnillte receiveU for 
drafting rbe annual appropriatioflti bill for tIK: departmcntso( EduC'.aflon. Health & llunwl ScC".. icl!:s. 

, and Labor 10 n:lau:d age~ics was redu(cdby $9.3 biUion, or 13%, below I.W: fiscal year enacted 
level. COl~quently. the House did nor iududc any funding for Goals 2000. The Sc;;natc: Jid nOL 
require me ~aroe level of reductions in programs under the Subcommittee's jurisdiction, providing 
approxinmt ly $L~ billion mo,·c for th.:;~.; a.;tividts. The !Senate Subcomminee provided $310 million 
for GOALS 2000. IIowcv\:f, for reasons other (han tuuding lc:vcl concerns, the fun Senate·has been 
unable to b illy, the appropriations bill LIP for consideration. OllCl: IlK; Senate'a version ot [he 
I1pproprla.tio· bHl is adoptt!d by lht full S~llaL\:; a llousc-Scualc Coulcrcuce Conunincc will m~t to 
reconCile th differc.mc·es betwl.:;;;n d~ two .,.~r:sil)ns of the bill awJ negotitue a fjnal biH which can· be 
sent to thc l'C:ildenl.· The Pn::;idl:!nt is requ~.stinll Goals 2000 fundil\i in his budget negotiations with 
[he Con&reSI), und J UlerefoIC believc lhal 1h\: final lcgi,.latioD that i~ sent to the President will i.nclUdd 
tlmdu'll ror ials 2000. 

Sin~f.;ly. 

1m Edward Port.:r 
ember 01" Conirt"l1 . 

. 

I apprt:l.:iatd ~OllI COJlUlCling me n::gaJJiug Lhl.: Co orliuJl1's agenda, a hope you will continue to 
feel free to l)uLacl me whcIIcvt:r issues of concc to you come before. Congress. 

JEP:sei; 
Enclo~ures 

TOTAl P. (v . 

http:WAUI(;GAN.IL
http:SEAYl,'.rS
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BUSINESS' COALITION 

FOR EDUCATION REFORM 


1201 NEW YORK AVENUE. -NW. SUITE 700 
WASHINGTON. DC 20005 • (202) 289-2888 

October 12; 1993 

Honorable William D. Ford 
U. S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 


Dear Chainnan Ford: 

As the House prepares to consider Goals 2000: 'Educate America Act,H.R. 1804, the 

Business Coalition would like to commend the Committee for its progress in addressing 

many concerns of the business community raised. in our earlier letter and urge bipartisan 

support for the bill. The Committee amendments will help to ensure systemic education 

reform remains a truly bipartisan and bottoms up process. The business community 

continues to believe supporting systemic education reform efforts, through the appropriate 

federal framework, is vital to ensuring our long term global competitiveness. . 


The release of the 1993 National Education Goals Panel report, and its rmding that our 
nation' s progress in achieving the education goals is wholly inadequate, demonstIates once 
again how critical it is for the federal government to encourage and assist in the development 
of voluntary, national standards describing what all children should know and be able to do. 
By any measure, the United States is continuing to fall behind its international competitors 
and its imperative we reverse this trend if the American economy is going to thrive. The 
bill's emphasis on comprehensive reform,high standards for all children, and world class 
QCcupational standards to guide workers and education and training programs is a significant 
step in securing the nation's future economic vitality. 

Similarly, we believe identifying and establishing the appropriate federal role in supporting 
systemic education reform must be undertaken with great care. As you are well aware, 
public education is still primarily a state and local responsibility, and most of the successful 
systemic reform efforts have been undertaken either by states or communities acting on their 
own without any federal support. Ultimately, any legislation must be mindful not to deter or 

. discourage these ongoing efforts. These are the efforts the business community is most 
directly involved with and we will not support any bill which, in our view, undermined state 

. or local prerogatives in stimulating systemic iefomi stIategies. . 

AMERlCAN BUSINESS CONFERENCE. BLACK BUSINESS COUNCn.. 
THE BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE. COMMrrr&:;E FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT • 
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Opportunity to learn standards, if not carefully crafted, have the potential to become an 
impediment to school reform by unduly restricting state and local authority. Opportunity to 
learn standards have a legitimate role in systemic reform, but we believe, as did the National 
Council on Educational Standards & Testing (NCES1), their development should be left to 
the states. Therefore, in order to clarify and reinforce the appropriate federal role of 
opportunity to learn standards in supporting systemic reform efforts, we will encourage the 
House to include language in the bill to reinforce state, local and school flexibility in 
designing its own curriculum and instruction without being unduly restricted by unnecessary 
federal mandates or controls. We believe this will give states and communities the assurance 
they need that Goals 2000 is designed to be an incentive to systemic reform, not an 
impediment. 

Additionally, we are also encouraged by the progress being made on Title IV, the national 
skill standards board. We believe H.R. 1804 goes a long way in clarifying the role and 
functions of the national skill standards board. However, we continue to believe if skill 
standards are to be implemented successfully, business must playa leadership role on the 
Board. During conference we will be working to ensure the principle of business leadership 
is contained in the fmallegislation. We, hope that the progress that has already been made 
on Title IV in the House and Senate will. help facilitate these deliberations. 

We believe that the Congress and the President have a significant opportUnity to enact' 
groundbreaking education reform legislation this year and we are hopeful that any remaining 
differences can be quicldy resolved in conference. We hope the House deliberations and 
vote on Goals 2000 will reflect the true bipartisanship in which this bill was originally 
developed. We commend you for your efforts in passing meaningful education reform 
legislation and look forward to working with you throughout conference. 

Sincerely, 

William H. Kolberg 
President 
National Alliance of Business 
Co-chair 

cc: Ho~se Education and Labor Committee 



BUSINESS COALITION 

FOR EDUCATION REFORM 


1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW - SUITE 700 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 - a02} 289·2888 

November I, 1993 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Chainnan 
Committee on Labor and 
Human Resources 
D,nited States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chainnan: ' 

As the Senate prepares to consider Goals 2000: Educate America Act, S. 1150, the Business 
Coalition would like to reiterate its strong endorsement of the bill and urge ,all members of 
the Senate to give the bill their full support. We also commend the Senate for including 
Committee amendments which help to further strengthen and clarify the appropriate federal 
role in supporting systemic reform efforts by ensuring state and local flexibility. The 
Business Coalition fmnly believes supporting systemic education reform efforts, through the 
proper federal framework, is vital to ensuring our long term global competitiveness. 

We believe the principles on which the bill is based provides the Senate with a unique 
opportunity for bipartisan support of education reform legislation, and we would urge you to 
support these principles as the legislation moves forward in Congress. First, the bill's 
emphasis on results and a performance-based ectucation system is critical to the nation's 
ability to compete in the new global marketplace. ,We applaud the legislation's focus on 
goals, results and high standards. Establishing a federal role in developing a voluntary 
national system of education content standards and ass,essments to help guide states, schools, 
teachers, parents, and students is vital as is preserving the primary role and responsibility of 
states to lead education reform. The Senate bill strikes a careful balance between nationally 
desired results and state and local flexibility to design the appropriate instructional programs 
for individual communities. 

We also want to stress that the Business Coalition believes it is necessary to ensure that every 
student has a fair opportunity to achieve the know ledge arid skill levels contained in content 
and performance standards, but we do not believe the development of opportunity to learn 
standards should, in any way, delay the development of voluntary national standards and 
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assessments. Many members ef the Business Cealition have 'made a strong cemmitment to. 
spearheading educatien referm initiatives across the ceuntry, and eur experiences in these 
efferts 	have taught us that states sheuld net be distracted frem the need to. focus en results 
and standards by costly prescriptive federal mandates that will inhibit local flexibility and 
creativity. 	 . 

We alSo. believe the importance ef codifying the six Natienal Educatien Geals and centinuing 
the werk ef the bipartisan Natienal Educatien Geals Panel sheuld not be underestimated. 
Building a broad bipartisan censensus fer systemic educatien referm is critical to. parents and 
educaters who. are struggling to. understand what students sheuld knew and be able to. de. 
Business and cemmunity leaders acress the natien have accepted the six natienal educatien 
geals and incerporated them into. their educatien referm efferts. We believe it is important 
to. maintain centinuity in achieving educatien referm and the six natienal educatien geals 
serve as an important symbol ef this cemmitment. Therefere, we weuld urge the Senate net 
to. amend the geals. 

Finally, altheugh seme ef eur Cealitio.n members do. no.t have fermal policy statements 
approved yet en Title V, the natio.nal skill standards board, we feel the modificatiens made to. 
Title V to. ensure business plays a leadership role en the Board have addressed the early 
reservatiens we have previo.usly expressed. We co.mmend the Senate fer its bipartisan 
cempromise en skill standards . 

. Overall, we believe that the Senate versien ef Go.als 2000: Educate America Act makes an 
important centributien to. ensuring that American public educatio.n is secend to. nene and to. 
providing all children with the necessary cempetencies fo.r success in an increasingly 
co.mpetitive wo.rld marketplace. We hepethat the Senate's actien will reflect true 
bipartisanship and support fer meaningful systemic educatien referm througheut the natien. 

Sincerely, 

~, 	 /t.L-e~ 
William H. Kelberg 	

•~chael Jackson, tI'.. AA 

President 	 Directer, Governmental Affairs. 
Natio.nal Alliance of Business 	 TRW, Co-Chair 
Co.·C hair , Business Coalitien 	 Business Coalitio.n 

cc: 	 Senate and Labor Human Resources Cemmittee 

Senate Leadership 
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1201 !'lEW YORK AVENUE, NW • SUITE 700 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 • (202) 289·2888 

March 14, 1994 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy Honorable William D. Ford 

Chainnan Chainnan 

Committee on Labor and Committee on Education and Labor 

Human Resources U. S. House of 

United States Senate Representatives 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515 


Dear Mr. Chainnen: 

As the House and Senate prepare for conference on the Goals 2000: Educate America ,Act, 
S. 1150 and H.R. 1804, we would like, once again. to reiterate our strong endorsement of 
the bill and to urge passage of the conference report by March 25. 1994. The $105 million 
appropriated in fiscal year 1994 for Goals 2000 is a critical resource to states who are 
struggling already to implement systemic education reform programs. This money is vital to 
ensure that current efforts continue and that other states begin to develop systemic reform 
strategies. The Business Coalition for Education Refonn fundy believes that supporting 
systemic education reform efforts, through an appropriate federal framework, is vital to 
ensuring our long term economic strength. 

This legislation's investments in systemic reform, voluntary academic standards for all 
children, and world class occupational standards to guide workers and education and training 
programs, are significant steps toward building a world class work force which can provide 
enduring economic opportunity. Academic standards in combination with a coherent system . 
of skill standards can increase the economic competitiveness of the United States. The 

. educational competencies and skills gained by 'students in preparation for the demands of the 
modem world would reflect the changing needs of the workplace and would equal or exceed 

.. the workforce skills of our global competitors. 

We recognize that opportunity-to-leam standards have a legitimate role in systemic education 
reform, but we believe, as did the bipartisan National Council on Education Standards and 
Testing. that their development should be left to the states. Although the federal government 
should support these efforts nationwide, they should not be mandated federally. Federally. . 
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mandated opportunity-to-leam standards, with an emphasis on process and inputs rather than 
on progress and outcomes, undermines the foundation of a performance-driven education 
system based on academic standards and assessments. The conference agreement should 
support federal research, technical assistance and capacity building to help states develop 
strategies for ensuring students have an equitable opportunity to learn, but the primary focus 
of this legislation and the federal government should be on establishing education standards 
and assessments that reflect the competencies needed for success in the modem world. 

Measuring a student's knowledge and skill is another critical priority for us. Although the 
House and Senate bills both would develop reliable assessments, only the Senate bill allows 
assessments to be used for such judgements as grade promotion or graduation within the 
bill's authorization period. Waiting for the life of the bill to expire before assessments can 
be used for any significant purpose or consequence defeats their intent. States and localities 
would not develop assessments if they were required to wait five years under federal law 
before using them for any accountability in an education system. We strongly urge you to 
adopt the Senate provisions for a shorter waiting period . 

. The successful development of skill standards proposed in this legislation depends on strong 
business leadership throughout the process. It is essential the conferees adopt the Senate 
provisions regarding the composition of the National Skill Standards Board. 

Enactment of the Goals 2000: Educate America Act is essential if we are to achieve the level 
of educational excellence necessary to compete in today's highly competitive global 
marketplace. We commend the Senate and the House for their leadership on this initiative, 
and we urge swift and fmal enactment of a bipartisan compromise. . 

Sincerely, 

fr '~'./,r:f . 
William H. K~rg Michael'lackson 
President and CEO Director, Government Relations 
National Alliance of Business TRW Inc., Chairman, The Business 
Co-Chair, Business Coalition Roundtable Education Task Force 

Working Group, Co-Chair, Business 
Coalition 

cc: House and Senate con(erees 


