
September 30, 1998 

EDUCATION EVENT 

DATE: October 1, 1998 
LOCATION: The East Room 
BRIEFING TIME: 2:05 pm - 2:30 pm 
EVENT TIME: 2:30 pm - 2:45 pm (Meet and Greet) 

2:45 pm - 3:30 pm (Event) 
FROM: Bruce Reed 

I. 	 PURPOSE 
, 	 ' 

To unite Democrats behind challenge to the Republican Leadership to stop 
playing politics and pass your remaining education proposals. 

II. 	 BACKGROUND 

So far, the current Congress has done almost nothing, to improve public 
schools. This is an opportunity to call on the Republican leadership to set aside one of 
the few remaining days this year to vote on and pass your education agenda to reduce 
class size, modernize schools, and make the needed investments in after-school programs, 
technology, and other tools to bring our schools into the 21st century. 

At this event you will be joined by more than 60 Congressional Democrats, 150 educators 
and education leaders, and a 6th grade class from a local elementary school who will be 
wearing t-shirts displaying the "One Day, One Vote" challenge to Congress. 

We have worked with Daschle, Gebhardt, and other leading Democrats on a unified, 
three-part agenda ,that a willing Congress could pass in a single day: 

• 	 Smaller Classes With Well-Prepared Teachers. You will urge Congress to 
pass your Class Size Reduction and Teacher Quality Act, to provide $12 billion 
over 7 years to help local communities hire 100,000 teachers and reduce class size 
to a national average of 18 in grades 1-3. 

• 	 Modern Schools for the 21s't Century. You will urge Congress to pass your 
School Modernization initiative, which will provide local communities with $22 

. billi,on in interest-free bonds to help renovate, modernize and build over 5,000 
schools nationwide to reduce overcrowding, fix leaky roofs, and make schools 
safer. 



• 	 Critical Investments in After-School Programs, Education Technology and 
Basic Education. You will urge Congress to fully fund your FY 1999 budget 
request to strengtheri public schools by raising standards; in'creasing 
accountability, expanding public school choice, strengthening teaching and 
learning and keeping our schools safe and drug-free. Overall, the House 
Labor/HHS appropriations bill is $2 billion below the funding you requested for 
your education priorities, and fails to make critical investments needed to raise 
academic standards, help young children learn to read and all students master the 
basics, keep our schools drug-free, and give disadvantaged students and their 
families pathways to college. While the Senate bill rejects 'the extreme cuts made 
,by the House, it falls $1 billion short in funding your education priorities, and 
shortchanges programs that help young children learn to read, help children 
become proficient in English and learn academic subjects, establish innovative 
charter schools, and keep middle schools safe and drug-free. 

III. 	 PARTICIPANTS 

The Vice President 
Secretary Riley 
Representative David Bonior (*Note: Rep. Gephardt will be in flight to D.C.at this time) 
Senator Tom Daschle 
Kathryn Scruggs, Reilding Teacher, Ashlawn Elementary School, Arlington, Va. 

Seated on stage: 60 Members of Congress. 

IV. 	 PRESS PLAN 

Open Press. 

V. 	 SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

- YOU will be announced out of the State Dining room accompanied by all stage 
participants and Members of Congress and proceed to the stage in the East Room. 

- Secretary Riley will make welcoming remarks and introduce Rep. Bonior. 
- Rep. Bonior will make remarks and introduce Senator Daschle. 
- Senator Daschle will make remarks and introduce Kathryn Scruggs. 
- Kathryn Scruggs will make remarks and introduce the Vice President. 
- The Vice President will make remarks and introduce YOU. 
- YOU will make remarks. 
- YOU will work a ropeline and then depart. 

VI. 	 REMARKS 

Provided by Speechwriting. 
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education initiatives by failing to make critical investments needed to raise 
academic standards,' help young children learn to read and all students master 
the basics, keep our schools drug-free, and give disadvantaged students and 
their families pathways to college. While the Senate bill rejects the extreme 
cuts made by the House, it falls one billion short in funding the President's 
priorities, and shortchanges programs that help young children learn to read,. 
help children become proficient in English and learn academic subjects, 
establish innovative charter schools, and keep middle schools safe and 
drug-free. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

REMARKS ON EDUCATION 


EAST ROOM,·WmTE HOUSE 

October 1, 1998 

Acknowledgments: Sec. Riley; Sen. Daschle; Rep. Bonior; VP Gore; Sen. Kennedy; . 
reading teacher Kathryn Scruggs. 

Yesterday, it was my privilege to announce to the American people that our nation has 
triumphed over an enormous challenge: The red ink of federal budget deficits has been 
replaced by the black ink of surplus. Today, I want to talk about another major challenge: The 
need to strengthen our public schools. Every child in America deserves the opportunity of a 
first-class education. We now have a golden opportunity, and a profound responsibility, to 
give it to them--if we put progress above partisanship. 

Think of the challenges we have overcome in just the last six years when we put 
politics aside and focused ,on the issues that matter. We came together across party lines to 
pass historic crime, welfare, and budget measures that gave the citizens of this country the 
tools they needed to face these problems. The results speak forthemselves: Rising wages and 
the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years ... the lowest crime rate ,in 25 Years ... the smallest 
percentage of people on welfare in 29 years ... the lowest African American poverty rate since 
statistics have been kept; the lowest inflation in 32 years ... and budget'surpluses as far as the 
eye can see. 

Now, the moment is right to put partisanship aside once again, for one day, in the 
name of our children. We must devote one day between now and the end of this congressional 
session to strengthening America's public schools. One day to debate and vote on a plan to 
provide America's public schools with the tools they need: 100,000 well-qualified new 
teachers to reduce class size ....after school and summer school programs to help· students meet 



higher academic standards ...and modernized schools for the 21st century. 

In recent days Congress has chosen progress over partisanship by passing a higher 
education bill that includes my initiatives on higher education. Thes~ initiatives will help 
millions of Americans receive the college education they need to compete in the global 
economy. . 
Our nation is blessed with the finest system of higher education in the world and I applaud 
Congress for making it even better. 

But our nation also needs and deserves the finest K -through-12 educational system in 
the world. Nothing we can "do will more profoundly expand the circle of opportunity than 
strengthening our public schools. Nothing we can do will more directly enhance our economic 
competitiveness than strengthening our public schools. 

Nothing we can do will more assuredly bridge the divisions among our people and bind 
this nation together than strengthening our public schools." Yet no issue has suffered more 
from misplaced priorities and partisan pursuits than our public schools. 

Eight months ago I sent' Congress an education agenda that I believe can dramatically 
improve public schools in America. It is an agenda that demands accountability from 
everyone involved in public schools--students, parents, teachers, administrators. It is an 
agenda that says to students, we expect you to meet high standards of discipline and academic 
achievement, but we will give you the help you need to meet those standards. It is an agenda 
that is, or should be; bipartisan in its appeal. And yet in the last eight months, my agenda has 
been largely ignored. 

But it is not too late. There is still time before the end of the legislative session for 
Congress to spend one day and cast one vote on a plan that would transform public education 
by doing three things. 

First, the plan would help school districts hire 100,000 new teachers to reduce class 
sizes in the early grades--goals Sen. Patty Murray and Congo .Bill Clay have been fighting for. 
Small classes are one of the first things parents look for in a school, and the latest research 
shows that they are wise to do so. 

, Children who receive the individual attention they need in the early grades show 
permanent academic gains. Every child in America deserves a chance to make those gains, and 
in one day Congress can vote to make that happen. 

Second, the plan would help build or modernize 5000 schools around the . 
country--goals Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun and Congo Charlie Rangel have been fighting for. 
The need is great. In fast-growing school districts kids are taught in trailers euphemistically 
known as "learning cottages." In older districts, children sit in magnificent old schools where 
chunks of plaster fall on their desks. That's wrong. 
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nnot ask students to show self-respect when their schools don't show self-respect. 
ill also help connect every school to the Internet by the year 2000 and train teachers 

to use . Every child in America deserves a school as modem as the world we live 
in, and in one day Congress can vote to make that happen. 

Third, the plan would help students meet higher standards with after school and 
summer school programs and other targeted investments--investments Sen. Barbara Boxer and 
Congwmn. Nita Lowey have been fighting for. f\ .s.\c,...cl, ~. ~ if I~C/''',(o hi c. 
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I have seen the benefits of such investments with my own eyes. Last week I visited a 
school in Chicago where students no longer advance to the next grade unless they can pass 
tests to demonstrate that they have learned what they were supposed to learn. Students who 
have trouble passing those tests are offered academically-enriched summer school and after 
school programs, with three hot meals a day for students who need it. The result: test scores 
in Chicago are up three years in a row. . 

, .,' 

Every school district in America can do what Chicago has done, and in one day 
Congress can vote to make that happeri. 

Yet for partisan reasons, Congress has not even found time to send me an . 
appt:opriations bill that invests in education. They must not go home until they do, and I know 
Sen. Tom Harkin and Congo David Obey:will insist they do. 

Let me be clear: The men .and women with me here today are ready to act now to 
strengthen our public schools. All they need is one day. One day to affirm the bedrock 
American value that every child, regardless of race, ethnicity, or income, deserves the, chance 
share the bounty of this country's prosperity by gaining a first-class education. 

One day to put in place a plan that will insure the future of that prosperity in a world 
economy driven by knowledge. One day to put aside partisan games and do the work that the 
American people elected us to do. ' 

. II f I ~'cNJI 
Thank you and God bless you. "" n. h'ClWJ (j..f~'fo,. a 

t~co. . 
fPA . \ -U.,-tl ~()C.<.~ \"I1JI..~ J~ eM ~ 17< ~ "" \'\ In) , 

"",J ( .f JU 
.1. 1/\ . f'x,t+ ~ CvVlQI (~ ~ 

.1) lq l'lA IC1V\ ~,+- r fvttl rft.s Ie :r­( , -r-~ .C(JWJ-S. 10 { 
JLcO,oc(ATWV\ . 

(/e~'}, 



""''''' 

~ ~ }


; .~v;..-~ ... " 


:':r-i''',£ Michael Cohen ~ 
: i x" x, 10101/98 10:49:32 AM 
('" 
< 
i 

Record Type: Record 

To: Paul D. Glastris/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: latest version 


I like the speech. In addition, I agree with Bob's technology suggestion below. In addition, I would 
urge two additional changes: 

1. On page 3 "Our plan will also" .. and train, teachers to use the 'Internet" should read" ... and train 
teachers to use technology to improve learning.~' This is more accurate, and fits with Bob's point 
about responding to the study released yesterdat. 

2. On same page, add to the graph about after-school: "A study released by the Mott Foundation 
just last week showed that American's overwhelmingly endorse the expansion of after-school 
programs." porus indicated in his comments on this item in the weekly that he wanted to include 
this point in today's event. 
---------------------- Forwarded by Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP on 10101/98 10:43 AM -------------------------- ­

Robert M. Shireman 

10101/98 10:35:05 AM 


Record Type: Record 

To: Paul D. Glastris/WHO/EOP 

cc: Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP 
Subject: latest version 

Two items: 

1. I think it would be good to spin the new ed-tech study in our direction: Something like "earlier 
this week, a new study showed that technology can help students, but only if it used the right 
way. That's why Congress needs to fund my proposal to help teachers be as comfortable with a 
computer as they are with a chalkboard." 

2. Congressman Becerra's office called to find out if the President was going to mention the 
Hispanic Education Action Plan. It's part of appropriations, but I'm not sure how to fit it in. 
Maybe a line about English (like the CHC speech), OR if President starts mentioning other members: 
"Everyone here has been active on education: Congressmen Becerra and Hinojosa helped develop 
our Hispanic Education Action Plan; Congressman X hs done Y, etc. (we could get a couple more)." 
What do you think? 



ONE DAY, ONE VOTE FOR AMERICA'S SCHOOLS: PRESIDENT CLI1~TON 
CHALLENGES CONGRESS TO SET POLITICS ASIDE AND PASS ,EDUCATION 

, PLAN 
"Stop playing partisan politics for just one day and devote that day to strengthening America's public schools. " 

President Bill Clinton October 1, 1998 

ONE DAY FOR AMERICA'S SCHOOLS. President Clinton will challenge Congressional 
leaders to leave politics at the schoolhouse door and take immediate action to help ensure every 
American student receives a world-class education. Joined by Vice President Gore and 
Congressional Democrats, President Clinton will urge the Congress to set aside one of the few 
remaining days this year to vote on and pass his education agenda to reduce class size to a 
national average of 18, modernize 5,000 schools nationwide, and make the needed investments to 
provide schools and students with after-school programs, technology, and other tools to bring our 
schools into the 21 st century. 

• 	 Smaller Classes With Well-Prepared Teachers. President Clinton will urge Congress to 
pass the Class Size Reduction and Teacher Quality Act, to provide $12 billion over 7 years 
to help local communities hire 100,000 teachers and reduce class size to a national average 
of 18 in grades 1-3. Studies show that smaller classes help teachers provide more personal 
attention to students, reduce discipline problems, and improve student achievement. 

• 	 Modern Schools for the 21st Century. President Clinton will urge Congress to pass his 
School Modernization initiative, which will provide local communities with $22 billion in 
interest-free bonds to help renovate, modernize and build over 5,000 schools nationwide to 
reduce overcrowding, fix leaky roofs, and make schools safer. 

• 	 Critical Investments inAfter-Schooi Programs, Education Technology and the Basics. 
President Clinton will urge the Congress to fully fund his FY 1999 budget request to 
strengthen public schools by raising standards, increasing' accountability, expanding pubiic 
school choice, strengthening teaching and learning and keeping our schools safe and drug 
free. 

• 	 After-School programs for academic enrichment and extra help in a safe, 
supervised environment. The President's budget would provide after-school 
opportunities for up to 500,000 students; with tutoring, academic 

. enrichment, supervised recreation and community service opportunities in 
safe, drug-free environments. 

• 	 Education technology. The President has made an unprecedented 
commitment to bringing technology to the classroom by calling for technology 
training for teachers and expanding access to computers in the classroom. 
His budget asks for $721 million. 

• 	 Strengthening public schools, not selling them short. Overall, the House 
Labor/HHS appropriations bill fails to fund $2 billion of the President 
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education initiatives by failing to make critical investments needed to raise 
academic standards, help young children learn to read and all students master 

. the basics, keep our schools drug-free, and give disadvantaged students and 
their families pathways to college. While the Senate bill rejects the extreme 
cuts made by the House, it falls one billion short in funding the President's 
priorities, and shortchanges programs that help young children learn to read, 
help children become proficient in English and learn academic subjects, 
establish innovative charter schools, and keep middle schools safe and 
drug-free. 
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Questions and Answers on Rally for Education 

October 1, 1998 


Q. 	 Is the President threatening a government shutdown if the Republicans do not give 
him the education progr:-ams that he wants? 

A. 	 The President is calling on the Republicans to spend a day working cooperatively and 
productively to address the needs of ouI schools -- to provide children with better-trained 
-teachers, smaller classes, modem classrooms and technology, and after-school programs. 
The passage of the higher education legislation earlier this week is a demonstration that 
bipartisanship can yield results. The President is calling on Congress to learn from that 
lesson, and do the same with elementary and secondary education. 

Q. 	 Hasn't the President said he would veto the Labor-:-HHS appropriations bill? 

A. 	 Yes, the President made it clear on July 14 that the House appropriations bill was 
unacceptable, and that he would veto it if it came to him.' He has indicated that the Senate 
Committee version is a step in the right direction, but is still deficient. He is calling Qn . 
the Republican leadership in Congress to work with him and with their Democratic 
colleagues to develop an education plan that we can all rally behind. 

Q. 	 Didn't you actually lose your education initiatives when your tobacco effort stalled? 
A. 	 First, out ofall of our education initiatives, only the Class Size Reduction proposal was 

funded out of projected tobacco revenues. Funding to help modernize schools, put 
technology in the classroom and train teachers in how to use it, provide after-school 
programs, and expand charter schools, was not funded out of tobacco revenues, and is 
part of the President's balanced budget proposal. Second, when Congress wants to 
accomplish something, it finds ways. For example, many different savings proposal were 
cobbled together to fund the highway bill earli¢r this year. That kind of effort should be 
put into education, too. 

Q. 	 Is it really fair to say that Republicans have done nothing on education?' Isn't their 
agenda just different (education savings accounts, D.C. vouchers, block grants)? 

A. 	 Regardless of one's view of vouchers, most children will continue to be in public schools, 
so it is critical that we invest in improving them. The gimmicks that the Republicans 
have put forward -- including the block grant proposal (Dollars to the Classroom) the 
House voted on recently, would actually rob public schools of resources, and reduce 
accountability for results .. 

Q. 	 The RepUblican tax bill has a school construction component. Do you s~pport that? 



A. 	 The Republican tax bill threatens Social Security by raiding the surplus. The President's 
school construction tax credit is fully paid for in his budget. If the Republican leadership 
would like to join us in Saving Social Security First, then we would be happy to sit down 
to discuss different ways to address the school construction and renovation ne~ds ofthe 
Nation.' 

Q. 	 The Congress just passed a higher education bill with strong bipartisan support. 
Isn't it also quite possible that a number' of education bills supported by the 
administration will pass in the next week: head start reauthorization, child literacy, 
charter schools? Does that make this a do-something Congress? 

A. 	 We hope Congress passes those bills. But we worry that Congress may be intending to 
pass those bills, but then not to fund them. And while these steps are important and will 
help, the best way for Congress to help strengthen our schools and begin to provide our 
students with a world-class education is to provide our students with smaller classes and 
modern school buildings. ,Thafs what w~ are talking about today. 
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INTERNAL . 
.STATUS OF EDUCATION ISSUES 

, (Week .of September 7)' ' , ' 

" , 	 , ' 

EDUCATION,INVESTMENTS " 	 " .; 

, 	 , 

1. 	 . APPROPRlATIONS AND BUDGET 
• . LaborlHHSlEducation Appropriations Bill·· House f~lI Cornrnittee marked-upon July '14 	 ' ..; 

:' ..,~~:;,:,;tJ~~f%i~~{~~f~~('~;'~~i~;i:~~":: .. ~. ' : ~e:~~: ~u~~~::~~e:d!O;~:~:tSePtember 3 
Semite floor po'ssibly end or next week 

, . 'District ofColumbiaAppropriationsBill-~ Passedby House on AUgUsl'6 (includ~ vouchers)'. 
, , '.' Senate full Commi.ttee maiked~~p July 21 . " 

. , Se~ate floor poss'ibly September 28: , , , 
• 	 BudgetResolution~~: Senate passed 57-41 (no new. initia,tives;$1.6 bil,lion below President) ", 

'House passed 216-204 (no new' initiatives;.$l:3 biilion below President)
" '. " 	 '. . 

,.', ­

: OTHER LEGISLATIVE ISSUES, 
'.' " 

3. SIGNED BY. THE PRESIDENT 
• 	 ',Workror~e Bill (signed on August 7), . :", 

, .,. 	 >'" t ' 

'.-', 

, IN CONFERENCE: 
• Higher Education Act ' '" 	 . 

.' 'Student Loan Interest Rates on New Loans 

, ., 'Student Loan Interest RiltesonConsolidationo! Old ~oans, 


5. 	 .AWAITING FLOOR ACTION' 
• SENATE: America Reads (paSsed Senate Committee May 13) 
• SENATE: Ed~Flex (passed SenateCommittee July 29) , 
• 	 . SENATE: Charter Schools (passed Senate Committee July 29) 
• 	 . HOUSE: Pitts "DOllars to the Classroom" Block Grant -- H.R. 3248 (Passed House Committee June:,24), 
• 	 ' HOUSE: Riggs Bilingual Education bill-- RR. 3892 (passed House Committee' June 4) . 
• HOUS'E': Riggs IDEAPrisonersbiil.--.H.R: 3254 (passed HouseCort;lmittee Jllf!e4),' : 

6. 	 INTRODUCED AND WAITING FOR COMMITTEE A,<;::TION '. 
, ,. 

.; , 

School Cons.truclion and Modernization 
• , Class Size Reduction, ' 


'. .:,.'EducationalOp~rtunjtyZones{no action :expected) . 

" 

7: . " VETOEi> :. 
.: ,~'Cov~rdetl Conference Report (vetoed July 21), .' ," 

A'NNOUNCEMENlS/ MAJOR THEMES 

• 	 , Nationai School MOdernization Day 
•',. ,America Goes Back to School. 


, ... ,School Safety" ,,' ' 


l ' '. ~.. 
"~"'" .. 	 , , ' 

",1 	 '. 

f. ' , ,September 9, 199~ (9:07am) " 
. , ',', 

, >.; '. ':' 
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",. EDUCATION INVESTMENTS., 

, . 

. 1. APPROPRIATIONSAND BUDGET . 

L~bor:-H~S-Education Appropriations~' 
.. . 

House' Bill' , . . 
~: 

'Message: In a stateme~lt iSjlted 011 July. 14. the President said, ;'1 am deeply co~cer"'edwiih,the. . . 

Labor/HHS appropriations bill that Congress is cOllsidering tOday... On balance, this bill fails to provide, . 


, young Americans ~ith the schooling and training that wilibe essential to their success as working adUlts, .' 
, ;;'.. 

....1 .and to our success as a nation7hc( bill is juiuJamentallyflawed Overall: it cuts $2 .billion from our request 

for education investment. short-changing initiatives on education reform, on raising edue,alional , .' 

achieveinf!ntjor our children, cmd onproviUingfoeused help/or students.who ne,edit most ... By turning" 

their backs on America's young in this bill. the House Reimblicans are laking a step. backward.. 7his.,bil/ 

shortchanges investments in education, afflJ ifit were se~t.to me in i~s currentform, I wquld have no choice 


,.":",,,· bui to veto it. ,," . . . "'. ' .. 
·;he tabe~-HHS-Education A~'propriatien~' bhl (H::R:.4274) did not :ge to"the House fleer before' re~ess: ': 

.. " '\:· The bHI did go te the Rules committee on'AugustA, but there'was,nevete en the,rule. There may bea ", " 
, "managers'package" that includes a $600 millien increase te .the.Lew-Inceme Heat and Energy Assistance 
Pregram (LIHEAJ» and a resteratien .of seme Summer Jobs pregram funds paid fer'with seme .of the extra 

·Pellfi,!nds.·' Other possible' amendments include: Riggs (R-CA) amendment te meve funds frem , 
ComprehensiveScheel Referm te Charter Scheels; Geedli~g (R-PA) amendment te strike fundi,ng fer the-. " 

, Natienal Bea~d fQr Prefessienal Teaching Standards; anamendmen,t t.o strike previsiens regarding blecking 
..and filtering seftware; and a pessible amendment en lean consolidatien. . ' , 

. ' ' , '. '. . . , " 

On July 14, the Heuse Appropriatiens Cemmitteemarked-up the FYI9~9Laber-HHS;.Educatien . 

· Appropriatiens bill, with .only small changes in the funding.levels agreed·te in Subcemmittee on June 23. 'The 

, Committee bill falls ever $2 billien she'rt'in funding the President's priority educatien pregrams and new 

initiatives:. The Cemmittee did net provide funds fer ailY oftheneweducatien initiatives in the President) 

budget; sudlas: Schoel Censtructien, Class Size.,AInerica'Reads, Safe and Drug-free Scheol Ceerdinaters, 

EducatienOppertunity Zones, High Hop:e;~ Learning AIlytime Anywhere Partnerships,'and the Interagency 

Research Initiative,' . .' , ", ' . , .: 

Senate Bill 
Message:ln a September / stat~menit Secretary' Riley-said, "7he Senate Appropriations Subcommittee's 

action recognizes,the importance o/making practical investments. in education and is a marked· . 

improvement /rom, the house CommJltee"s appropriations bill; .. I contimle (0 have strong conce~about .. . " 


, some'specifics in/he bill andwillworkwith Congress to. crea.te high nationa(siant.u,mis/orall our children. " ....,"' 
. and end.mrugejull/undingjor: critical programs...... .' . '" "." .':~, 

.' ',' "-' .. . ~ . 
, " ~ . 

The' S,enate Apprepriatiensbili was m~rked-:u~ jri Subcemmittee en Septemb~; 1 and in full' cemmittee on . 

September 3, The Senate bill includes increases in Title I, After-Scheol and Pelt Grants, and previd~s funds 


·for new initiatiyes such as High Hepes (~'Cennectiens" in the Senate bill), Teacher Recruitment and . . 

·Preparatie~, and Learning Anytime Anywhere Partnerships. Hewever, the funding levels faJl shert .ofthese . 

req'uested by the 'Ad~iriistratien in these and 6ther:programs. The bill ,als6cpntainslanguag~ which . 


7 

2 . September 9, 1998 (9:07am), 

".' 

~,,'~ , .....' 
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,prohi~its fu'nds to be used f~r field"testiilg, ad'~inistering~ or implementing any neitional test (except for,.' 
TIMSS arid Nf\EP) and continues the development under the control of NAGB.. , ' 

, ' , 
A 'floordatehas'not yet been scheduled. Senator ~urray (D-WA) plans to offeran amend~:ent to the 

Senate Appropriations!>i11 on the Senate floor to 'fund her Class Size Reduction proposal. 


Materials: 
• 	. Statel11ents by the 'President and Secretary Riley on the Senate' Ap'propriations 'Bill (9/1); 


"President Clin'ton' s Education and Training Priorities for the Fall" (8/31) , ' '. ' 

• 	 "The President Calls on Congress to 'Enact His Education Agenda"; Chart: ~uts in the President's 

Priority Programs (7/16) -- PLEASE DISTRlBUrE WIDELY'! " ,', ,', 
, ., , ,Statement of Administration Policy: l-1ouse, Labor, IrnS, Ed Appropriations Bm (8/4) 
• 	 White House Documents:" ,', ,,' " , , ' .,'.' " ,", 

'''Congr~ss Retreats ,from SUpport for Edu~(ltion and. Y outh";"President Clinton: Fighting to • ' 
Support'<=hil~ren,arid Education'~ (7/29) ", .,' '" .'. ' ' , '. :"~',' , ' 

• 	 Talking Points regarding the President's education agenda. and the House Appropriations, . 
, , ,': 

" ';, Committee's failure to fund. the, Pr~sident's prionties '. 	 . .. 
. .' ." ,'~ 	 , i " 

.', l. 

District of Columbia Appropriations 	 '.,' 
Message: In a July 30 letter'to House Appropriations Chalrman Livingston (R:'LA); OMB Director'Jack 

Le'w wrote: "We would stro~,gly oppose any'legislati01i'allowing ihe use ofFederal taXpayer,fundsfor,· .. 

private school vouchers., Instead ofinvesting additional resources in public schools, voUchers wouldalloW" 

a few sfd'ected st1idents to, attendpr~vdte schools and would draw resour.ces QlJd attention away from' the ',' 

,hard" work ofreforming ptiblic schools that serve the overwhelming majority ofD. C. 'students . .Establishing 


, a private school v01lchers system in the Nation's Capital would set a'dangerous precedeiujor using : 

Federal taxpayer fimds for schools thiJt are not accountable to the public; Ifsuch an amendment were 
 , :t 
'adopted and included in the bill pre~ented 10 the President,his'senior advisers: would recommendthai the 
Pre~ident vet~ th~ hill." ..., '.' , : ' . . ,', , . ",':.' , . 

, 	 ~ '. 

The DC Appropii~tionsbiH may reach the Senate floor this week. We unde,rstand that Sen: Coats (R~IN) is. 

seeking the support of S'enate,Majorlty ,Leader Lott {R:·MSfio add. a voucher proposal to the Senate bill. ' . 


. We also understand that Democratic Senators will offer'a numb~r of message ameridmentssuch:as our. 

School Con~tructio~ and Class Size Reduction proposals.. .' .' '. . ' ' ''. . 


. Background "', , , , '.' . , '.. ' . .. . 
,'.' On August 6, the House passed: a voucher amimdmerit (21,4~208) offered by Rep. Arrney (R~TX) "to 

.';. "j • 

.	provide both tuition 'scholarships and. enhanced achievement scholarship,s for grades K through 12 for 

District of (:olumbiaresidents whose family incomes meet the eligibility qualifications;" Shortly thereafter, 

the House passed H.R.' 4380, the DC Appropriations bilJ by a vote of214-206. Rep. Monin(D-V A), ' 

ranking member ofth~ DC Appropriations Subcommittee, has expressed support for the bill :with the' .. 

voucheri)fovisions~ There were also IDEA pr9visions (s~elDEAsection}' . " ,. . 


.. Materials: ".' . .' . ' " . ..' .. ' '. 
• J' 	 Statement of Administration Policy on RR. 4380 --QistrictofColumbia Appropriations (8/5) . .. 

. 	 !.• ",Letter from o'MB Director Lew to Rep, Livingston (R-LA) regarding DC Appropnations (7/30) 
;l', , " . '. '.. ':', ... -: __ ..." '''. '. '. ,": :.' i"" " '., .... , ,:': ',:: '. ,', 

,'.' • • ,., • ", ,'- ':, '< " ~' • " "-	 :~., • 

.~ 	 ., ' ~ 

" 	 ,j,,.' .;.', 	 :,M.", ~, .; 
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...' ", " 

. , 
Budget Resolution ,'. " ." 
Message: "WithouT ~lila.nced budget and prosperous economy, we can well afford to- and must -:- invest '."i . 

i;, ourfuture, an4that meansQlir children's education . . The, Senaie and House b'l;Idgetplans do not' ..' ' 
recognize this c,Ommilrnen{io ,edt/cation and would deny crocial invest,;,en'ts in improving the basics in:, .. .' 

reading and math;sma/lerclas:"ies. quality te,achers; ''s,afeatJd modern sch(Jols, and respurce,s to pay for '., ',; 
·.college·-:-- all.ofwh;chare needed/o'provide America's children with the hesi'pOssible opportunitiesfor ' 
learning. " -'u.s. Secretary ofEducation Richar.d W RUey " ' ' ' ", ," .. 

. ". 

. .. .', '. 

Backg~oyrid . , . '. . . ., 

Qn April 2, the Seria~e 'passe,d t,heir budget 'resolution (S.·Con. Res. 86) by a'vote of 5,7-41. ,On June 4, the 
 .t. 

House passed thei'r budget resolution -- by a vote of 216-204 -- which cuts'educatlon and training by $1.'3 ' . 
billion below the President's budget and 'does not include any of our initiatives.. Th~ H~use budgefcuts 

'r 

. discretiomiry, education' programs even'·deeperthan'the Senale budget plan in the olltyears-~ a total.of$100 . 
'" 

. . billion below the Bipartisan B~lanced ·~udget Agreerrtent. :," . . .', .~. .' , .',.. : . ~ 
, ' ~ , ~, . • . " .' ,t' . 

The budget 'resolution has been stalled. Sin(;e the House 'resolution calls for$10 1 billion. in tax cuts and the . 
Senate:resolution calls for only $30 billion, the R~publicarfleadership has not been able to agree.on how to " .. ., 
proceed.' . . , . " . ,.,., .. . . , .. . . 

.'\': . ~., '~, 

, \,': 
. ,

,'. ' 

',~ .;"2.' . . E-RATE:' ' .. - -..... '. 

~R. ,
'. .Message: .The FCCdecision to fiind the E-Rate at $1.92~billion (Jain/~ry i998~une 1999) is an' " .... 

important step in connectingAmerica's 'school children 10 ihe Internet and preparing our childrenfor the. ' 
21stcenlufy. The decision would fillly fi/~d telecomtTl1inicalions and Inte~el ~ervices while providing ... '., .' 
internal connectionsio the poorest schools will help/his nation overcome the digital divide. lfsome'in" 
Congress continue to threaten to unplllg the E-Rate from O1lr cI~srooms; theywill'soon get areputati01i.' " .; 

for being anti-edlication~" .',' ' .. " '. ". . ; '. 

. . On September 16, ,there' will be a joint hearing of the House Education and, Commerce' Committe~s .: . ~ . 

regarding the E-Ra,te. ., ' . , ' ' 

!.• 

. Background . . . ' .. .. , ' ' 
Rep. Scarborough (R-FL) did not offer his amendment to the ~ommerce-Justice-State Appropriations (CJS) '. 
Bill to prevent the FCC from funding the E-Rate. .'..... ,' '.. ...'i ';'. 

• ". ~ .... l: . ~ 

" :. ~.' , .. 

~On August 4" the H~use W~ys & Means' Oversight Subcommittee held aheari~g o~E-rate'fu~ding, ~~d' . '.' 

Rep. TauZin (R-LA) testified coriceminghis proposedlegislatioo (see below). FCC Commissioner Harold ' 
'Furchtgott~Roth, FCC G.eoeral Counsel Chris Wright, and Rep, Blumenauer{D-OR) testified, . 
.' " " .," -:' ", ,.,' "',,- ., ' . . '..:~ ... . .:, 

.'"". 

On july~9 at the Natio~al Pr~ss Club, the Sectetary ~ade a maJQ'r technology add~ess tother Congressional' . ' 
" 

Y outh.Leadership· Conference,., Thisspeec~had. a br()ad foc~s on technology'; with particular emphasis on'.'.' . ..' 
',' ~\theE-Rate." .. .. ". . . .' '. ...i 

:' ,,~ . 

I', '. ..:" ,. 
','. 

.. ' 4"· :Septeinber 9, 199~ (9:'07am)' 
; .. " 

, " " '. " " ~'. , .,..' 
.. . ' ',",. '. ~ ",' '. , :. ~ 

,~ ," . '. \';", " ~:' , ~ 

:,~ ." :" 
: ~ ',.:,.. " , ~' ., . 

<. ',.' 

,.' ..", " .. 
..' 
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. 

, ,,;'.', -,oJ , ..J!, 
, ,~.;.~ 

On July 23, the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Com';'erciafand, Administrative Law held: a hearing on' 
, . 

,the "Taxpayer's Defense, Act': to determine whether the FCC-exceeded its authority,by unJawfully levying a , 
,new tax, A1so,on July 23, a bill by Reps: Tauzin (R-LA) and others to fund the E-Ratethrough the'f.eder81 " 

excise tax instead, of the Universal Service Fund\vas introduced arid referred, to the Ways and Means and 
Commerc~Committees (H.R. 4324). This proposaJ has many shortfalls -- itrequires budget,off'sets(S25 
billion over 5 years), block grants the money,without th~ aJ>ility to target needy schools, and:delays fun~ing :, 

existing applicants. Rep., Dingell (D-MI) may introduce similar, legislation. 
, ' 

On July 16, the Senate, Cpmmerce Committee reyiewed the QAO ~~port on the E.,.Rate, with testimony from,' '" ,':~ 
;~~>?:\~,,;i'#?'~:th~,J1.~q andIra Fishman, CEO of the Schools and LibrariesCorporatiori (SLC)., Dunng the hearing, the' 


, ,,~ ;', . SLC agreed to address all of the.issues raised by the GAO report ~hicli included, waste; fraud and abuse; " ' 

, ;ibility ofapplicants to overestimate their di~count percentage; and administration, 'of the E~Rate. ,'~ 


, . , ." '. . , 
~ .: 

,Letters in support of the E-Rate ~avebeen signed by35 Democratic'Senators (there is additi,onal ~upport in ' 
, the Senate among other"Democrats and Republicans) and by, 137;Members of the House. " 

Materials: " . "', , . .. 
, , 

. 
• St~tement of Adm'inistration Policy'on H.R. 4276 --Commerce,' J~~ti~e~ State Appropriati~n,s (8/5) 
• " 'Secretary Riley's Speech: "Technology and Education: An Investment in Equity and':Excellence:' 

(7/29)' , ;' " " " ' ,,' " ' ' , , ' 
, ",. 'Statement'byVice Presid~~nt.q~r,5,<?pR~~aftment.ofC?mJ1lerc~ RepoJi'aboutthe G~owing Digii~" ',' 

Divide (7/28)' " ,". '.... ~':;o%~:':, ~ J: :,~: :,' ,," " ' " " " " '., 

• New E-Rate'one pager (7/16) " :',:::; 
• , 'INTERNAL E-Rate Outreach Highlights , . " " , ! ' " 

• Secretary RileY's letter.to the Editor (6[l5) and ()the'r clips::," ,,' , 

I':' . 
,J •••••• 

". ' , OTHER LEGISLATIYE ISSUES' . 
, " ' ':"~;~~ftf/;~~~~~)5:¥t:ff~:f!J/'-i' ',';. ,: ?'f<. ~ ," " ::.;,:: ';1' ~,I,J,':':T' ,:,;1:<;, ',", , '. ': ~ .; . I 

3. , SI~NED BY.THE PRESIDENT' 

'" ,Wor:kfofce 'Bill:, " " j 

..' , \' ", <, " • ,,' ,.' " '" 

Message:' "Iam pleased that both houses'ofCongresshave no.w passeda comprehensive 'bill to give, 
'Americans new opportunities and choices to train for the jobs'of the'juture ... Modeled on my GI Billfor ' 

, America's workers, this new, trdining bill streamlines the vast array ojexislingjob progra~s and empowers 
individuals. 10 learn new skills with a simple grant. II will make Slire thai job training helps Americans "'8.el 
the demanf/s ofa rapidly changing" eponomy, and I look forward to signing II inlo law." --: Presidenl Bill, ' 
Clinlon, July 31;' i998,.' , " -,',' . . " ' ' 

. , . ,. ~ . , " .. ~ 

•• >, 

:> 

On August 7, President Clinton signed the Workforce Investment Act of i'998, legisl~tion that·includes hi~ " 
'proposals to make'Ameri~a's employment and training system more responsive to our changing economy'&' " 
more focused on the needs of our workers, ,,' , " " " ­

" 

':Co'~fetees,for V~cation,al'Education, which wa~ separated 'fromih~ workforce legislation:in'aprocedural 
, move:9n June 12, have yet to schedule another meeting. , ' ,,' ;,',' : , '" ' , " ' 

, ~(" ," , 

, ' . i' 

. ,,',
:.: ',' 
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" " 
" '" 

: Materials:' ; , , 
" 

' . . . ' 
•., ' Remarks by the President at SigningCeremQny fQrtheWQr,kfQr~e Investn:tent Act. .of) 998 (817) 
• ' Statement by the President .on Senate Passage OfJQb Training Reform LegislatiQn (7 /31) 

,~ . . • , • " . l 

.. '. 4. . IN CONFERENCE 
'... ' 

')' .. ' 

,High~r Education Act (HEA) Rea~thorization'" , , ' . 
Message: In an AlIgllst7leiter to HEA Conferees, Secretary Riley wroie: "We now have/he opportunity to 


, work -together during the conference ,qelibeiations to enact a strong bipartisan billthat wi/f:help more 

, Americans prepare for andgain accessta college. improve-teacher recruitment andprepar~iion.and.' 


promote bette,r program management . . In this work, we m!lst all keep ourJoctis on the goal ofproducing .. " . ' :; . 

legislation that is grounded in ~;ound educational andfiscal policy to provide maximum benefits to, 

students. "That is the ultimate purpose ofthe Higher EdUcation Act. " ", '" 


.. The Senate LabQr-HHS-Educatiori ApprQpriatiQn~ Bill passed by fun CQmmittee on September'). prQvides , 
. SQme fundsJQrnew initiatives such as High HQpes("CQnnectiQns" in the Senate bill), Teach¢r Recruitment 

andPrepaniti~n,,:a.nQ: Learnillg AflytimeAnywhere Partnerships;' However, the fundinglevels fall shQrtof 

thQse proPQsed. by"ttle President..· '" , " . 


0'" ~ 

BackgrOll~d' . ' , , , " ,; ',' 

On August 17, Secretary Riley jQin~d Rep~ Chaka Filttah (D-PA) in highlighting the President's HighHQpes, 

initiative in an event in Philadelphia, PA. " " .':,' 


, • , 0 • • 

OnAugUst 7, Se,cretaryRiley sent alettertQ'HEA~Qnferees .outlining issues that ;.nust be resQlvedin the,:. 
HEA cQnference. These issues Include: student IQan interest rates'; cuts in. Section458 administrative funds; 


, prohibition .of funding rQr th'e NatiQnal BQard fQr ProfessiQnal Teaching Staridards; High HQpes fQr CQllege; 

" teacher training and recruitment; distance learriing; PBO; Year'2000; program,iotegrity; and 'welftlfe. ' 


: ' ' , ' .':" 0·... . 

'. On July' 9, the Senat~. cQnsidered and passed (by a v?te .of 96-1) 8.: 1882, the Higher Educatipn.",. ' 

. reauthQrizatiQn bill.' On May 6,' the HQuse passed H.R. 6, the Higher EducatiQn Amendments .of 1998, by a 

vQteof414~4, ' ..... , . :'," .. " ',' -,' ...... ,,'.. ..' :., '" '. " 


O~july 22, the HQuse a~~Qi~ted the fQIIQwing cQnferees:,Rep~, GQodling, (R-PA), McK~Qn (R~CA),Petri 
, • (R-wi), Graham (R-SC), SQuder (R.. IN), PetersQn (R,.PA), Clay (D-MO), Kildee (D-MI), Martinez (o:..CA) , 


and Andrews (D-NJ). ,On July 13, the Semite named conferees: Sens. Jeffords (R-VT), Coats (R-iN), Gregg'" 

(R·Ntl), Fri~t{R-TN), DeWine (R-OH), E~zi(R-W'i), HutchinsQn (R..AR), CQllins (R-ME), Warner (R:- " 

VA); McCQnriell (R-KY)~ Kennedy (D~MA)" DQdd'{D,.CT), Harkin (D-IA)" Mikulski (D-MP), :Binga'man' 


, (D-NM)"WellstQne{p-MN),'Murniy(D-WA), andRe~d(b-RI), ' . , 
" ,.'. ""', 

. , Materials: " ..,' ," ',~,,' '," . "," ., . , . ". " : :, 
• ' Learning Anytime Anywhere rartnerships On~Pager (8/25) .. ' 

,­• • . ' Letter frQm Secretary Riley tQ Rep. '(iQQd.ling regar~ing the HEA CQnfereQce (8i7) .: .' 
•• - • -... 0 ' 

", " 

. ' 
\ >, 

, . 
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~., . ~, 
, "HEA.: Student Loan 'Interest Rat'es on New Loans " "~'~:':', );';;."i>/":':' , , , ..J 

Message: We need to do 'elJerything we calJ:lo heJp studenis payfor college" Incl"ding lowefing the interest, 

, rate onstudent loans. 'The Administration cohlimles to push for a low, rate for students while providing , " 

reasonable r~tli':ns to lenders in th'ereil1lthorization ofthe Higher Education'Act. , ", 
 I , "' 	 .. , , 

. . " 	 . . ~ .;, 

Bac:karound , " , " ' , 

Both the House: and Senate:pas~ed HEA reauthorization bills adopt the low student interest'rate proposed. 

by the Administration,but they also create an excessive new subsidy to bops! lender profits. Both bills set 

~he rate at 7,46%Jor students and 7.96% forlenders., Under this proposal, a typical four:'year college, ' 


.,' " 

student with a' $12,200 debt would:save $610 over a ten-year repayment period, iuid.agraduate student who 
, borrowed $60,000 would sav¢S3,000.in in·terest.The recently enacted highway bill contains a short-tenn 

',measure through S~pte~ber 30 that.lowers.the student, rate'on new loans to allow time for Congress to, ' 
reach agreement Qn a p~nnanentinterest rate reductiO,,! in the HEA biIL';~, ".':, '. ' •. :, " " " 

Materials: , '",', " , ",", ' ,', 
'. ' Press Release (6/18): '.'Good News for Students: New"l:-ower LoanJnterest Rates M,ean Big 

',Savings:' .'" ",' " 
, ' 

.'. " 
", .. ', , HE~: Student Loan interest Rates on Cons'olidationofExisting Loans: , " 


Message: Olir policy has historicallY been'that direct'consolidation loans have' the'same interest rate as "'-, 

,new studentloani "Consisten/with this longsiandingpolicy, effective July 1; 1998, the interesU'ate on' 


,direct cons~lidation loans dropped with the; interest, rqte on ,jew student loallS. Thjs step is Consistent with 
, the Higher Educatio'nAct and with our longstimding regulations andpoliqy. and it js t!Wright thin, to do ' , ' ' 

for stt/dents andfamllies.' " - -	 "; , 

Backaround 0' , 	 '" " 

On Jt,Jly 1., consistent with the Oepartm~nt'slong-standing policy. the interest rate on Direct Consolidation 

Loans dropped from 8.25%t07,46% so as to match the interest rate, on new ,stu~ent loans. this reduction 

in the consolidation interestrate will ,significantly benefit borrowers struggling to repay stud~nt loans by' " 

allowing them to consolidate their outstanding loans af~henew lower student loan rate. " " " , 


. 	 . , " , : ' '. ' , . 

• ',t., 	 t· 
Materials: ' " "' 	 , 
• 	 . Response leti~n from Dep:"ty Secre'tary Mike Smitb to Chairman Goodiing reg'arding the" 


Direct Consolidatio~ Loan (nteres'. Rate (7/28 and 817), :: ". ' ,,' 

• ,,' Packet on Loan Consolidation interest 'Rates: Fact Sheets and Q&A for Borrowers (7/2) , 

• """, "..' '•• '- ," i'" 

'. " The Direct Loan Program High-Quality Service to Students and Schools (July 1998)' . 
• 	 ,What Financial' Aid Administrators Are Saying About The Direct Loan Program (July 1998) , , 
• 	 Two StudentLoan Programs: Continuo~slmprovement through Competition (July 1:998) ." , 

, '" ,. '" 	 I, 

~." 	 'AWAITINGFLOORACTION 
;' .' 

.... .l··.· , 

America Re'adsChall~nge " ' " , " ,c' , ' 


Mes.~age: Congress missel/their self-imiiosed Jll1y1 deadline io pass legL"lation, therelJy d~':iyi,;g ." , 

American childrenpver $200'millionro,slIpport gr~ater achi~ve~ent iii read(ng; We arf! working with thl 

No/use anclSenatepommittees to authorize (l reading initiative and to ensure S260,?illioll if. allocated., " 

through the FY99 Appropriations process. 


'.', I, 
',") 

. ",' .,' l 	 , ,: Sept~rribet9, 1~98 (9:07am) 
,~, , ' ' , 

, , 
,', 	 " . 

, " 
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, " 

'! 
, J 

" 

We hope'to have an:agreernent that'~ill(dlowliteracy legislation to;gO to the Senat~.floor within the next , . 
" two weeks. " ' " "J 

~ 

Backgroynd , 

The House' passed'~hail111an Goodling's literacy legishltion-- the Reading E{(cellence Act (IfLR. '2416) --' on, ' . ,

Noventber 8, 1997., ' , , , " , 

, 


On :rvtity 13, the' Senate Lab91' a~d Human Resources Committee marked-up, and unanjmouslypassed Sen, 
Jeffords' literacy I~gishltion. They adopted an amendment by Sen. Gregg which authorizes the Reading' , 

, Excellence Act to receive $210 million only iffunding for lOEA is increased by at lea~t,$509 million over 
, the previous fiscal year. There are curreiltlybipartisan discussions between Sen. Kennedy fO-MA) and Rep. 

Goodling (R-pA) to determine ifa bill can be crafted that will be acceptable to both the flotise and the.'" , . 

, Senate., ' ", " 


': "\ 

, ,On June 3, the Pr~sident announced that 1,000 college~ had signed-on to America Reads. ' 

, Materials: ,: ' " 

,'h., .... 

• "Secretary Riley's statement reg~rding Failure ofCongress' to Pass Literacy Legislation (6/26f, "'-~ 

,. . , Packet on the President's Announcement "One Thousand Colleges Take the America Reads . 

, ',' Challe~ge:': 'Fact Sheet~ Pres~ReJease, and' Snapshots ofAmerica Reads Colleges (613)' ," 


. ' ~ • 'j :.-~; .:~ 

:;. " '~, i~, 
A .. 

, 'Ed-Fin: 
Message: In a JulY 28lette~ toSen. Jeffords, §ecretary Riley said: "The opportunity to gain the, authority, 

to waive certain Federal reqlliremeni has encouraged States to eliminate their own regulaiory roadbloc~ , 

to local reforms when strong accountability mechanisms are in place; It haS permitted the'Federal 

Government and State Governments together to send a clear signal that local educaiors are to be held, , 

'accountable for results. "When needed, it has provided additional flexibility to 'local si:hooi: districts 'in the 

use ofFederaledllcation funds while fully maintaining the basic purposes and c;ore prlnciples ofthose " 

programs, as intended by Congress. " ' , ' 


, , 

'I ' 

, Senator Gorton has offered a block grant proposal, that he 'has label~.d,"E,d-Fiex'?, but it d~es .not include 
. ," , . 

accountability measures. The Administration does not support Sen. Gorton's proposal. ' :, 
,,' ~'. - . ..' - ..; 

Background. . , , " 

On July 29, the Senat.e Labor Comrhitteeapproved S,. 2213: the Ed-Flex expansion legislation sponsored by 

SenatorsFrist (R-TN) and Wyden (D-OR),whichwould expand the 12-state ~ilot programjto all 50 states. " 

The Administration supports the proposal by Sens, Frist and Wyden. Only one Democratic 'amendment was 

accepted, the 'Bingaman Amendment that requ.ir'es SEAs and LEAs applying for extensionol'waivers to ' 


'_, festablish procedures for increasing the percentag'e oftt~achers thathave demonstrated knowledge and: ", 
pedagogical skill in their content area'.. Sen. Dodd om~red amendments to auth9rize $1 hilliohfor After- ' 
School programs and $240 million over three ,years fo'ratruancy prevention program'-- both were defeated, 
,Sen. Murr~y withdrew amendments regarding teacher technology training ,arid, class si~e reduction, but 
re~eived the right t6 reintrbduce them on' the Senate floor: ' , ' , " , ' 

. '.' . ., ­

! ,;." 

,.1',' • 

-: '8 ,September9~ .1998 (9:01aPl) , 
.. ' 

" .' .. 
'. 



" 

Matenals: )," 

'. Letter from Secretary Riley to Sen, Jeffords Supporting the, Substitute Version, of S'.2213 (7/28) 
-:.' , , ".. . - " . " '., . " . i. .' ­

'7.Charter Schools 
Message: Duringa July 24 ...peech toBoysNatio~. the President said: "Across olirnation. public school' 
choice, and in particular: charter schools, are ,renewing public educaiionwilh new energy and neW ideas. , "'~ , 

, : CharIer schools 'are creative .~chools. innovative schoo~s,public with open enrollment, stre1(gthenedby 'he" ' 
commitment ofparentsimd,educators in the communities they serve... We're weI/on our way to meeting , 

'my gool ofctealit1;g 3,000 slich schOQis by the, beginning ofthe next century. Andagain I ask Congress to 

help liS meet the goal andfinish its work ot) the bipartisan charter school/egislation thai isno~ making its , 

wcry through Congress. ",,' ' ' 


, On July 29, the'SenateL~b~r and Hu~an ResourcesCommittee appr6~ed S~1380,'th~ 'Coats-Liebenn~1I1 ' 

Charter School, Expansion Act; which allthori*esSI00 million for states to establish public charter schools~ 


, . ..' . " 

Background, , , 
On)uly 24, the President announced th~t in September,:thenumber:ofcharter schools will exceed 1,000,: 

" .' serving more than 200,000 students. He urged Co~gress to passlegislation;strengthening Ftfderal stipport~, , 
,for ~haiter S.chools(S~ 1380). ',," ' , 

:.­.. 
, ,': I 

Materials:.' 
' 

... 
•", Strengtheni~g and Expanding Charter Schools~ Remarks by the President'to Boys N~tion (7/24)',' ' 

. . .'. ..... '.' 

.,") t' 

"Education at a Crossi-oadS" Report, , ' ," ' '. . ~ , ' 

" Message: In a july /6 $tatemimt, 'Secretary Riley said,; "The contents ofthis report are riddled with " 
inaccllraciesand its recommendaiions again/ail to addr.essthe most'crilicaineeds ofAmer,ica ~s stlld~nt$, 
'teachers and schools. This isyel one mar,! irresponsible way Republicans In Congress a~elrying to , ' 
di~'traci parents.' altentio"from sefi01~S efforts to improve education. This latest effort shows that those " 
'who wanted to abolish the u. S. Department o/.Educatioiltwo years ago have noilearnedtheir lesson'and , 
sti~I don't want to invest in improvingour schools. They remain QlIt oftouch with the American people." . . .....' . ,. ~ . . 

." ". \ 

OnJlJlY 17,the Hou~e Education ~nd 'theWorkforc~ Subcommittee onOversight"and Inves~igation 'reViewed ' 

and released Rep. Hoekstr~'s(R-MI) report: "Education at a Crossroads-:- What,Works and What's' ' 

Wasted?" This'report'recommends block grants with no accountability, taking money from public schools 


. . , , . ' .' i· .', .,' . '. , 

to pay, forprivate'school vouchers, arid meaningless education IRA's. " " " ',,":'., . " ,,' . . ',. .. 
. .~ ,~~ 

, 'Pitts ;'DQllars to the Classroom" Legislation,. ' .. ' , " " " " ", 
:~ .'Message: In a'illne 24 It!lIerto Chair",an'GJodling; 'SecretaryRiley wrote;"';The issue 'here is not abqu, ' " 

who c;ontf,olspilblii: edlicc#ion-- ...,~ql/agree that respOllsihility re.~/s, al the loca! and State, levels., ',At "'.,' , i~ 

, stake, rather; is wheiherthe Federal Gov~rnment,will maintain its long-standing, bipartisan commitment 10, 

helpingiocal communities, to slrength,~n'accollniabilily, raise standard .., and improve s/~dtinl.achievement, 
': 1. 

~ : by providing assistance that iocllses Otl ollrneediest children andschools and on aciiv.iti~s iii which', ' 
, naiionalleadership can playa crilicalrole. ;, ' , , ' ' .. , , 

If .. ' 

.','
.; . " ' 

", .'" 

'; , 
, , ... ,Se'ptember 9, t ~9~ (9:07am~ 

. ~. ' ; "'. 
~ .. ". ;' . 

, , 

. , .. '~" 



.. 


'.' £. 
..... :,' ~',.Ii,'. '" 	 . ,:!: .. .on J~rie:24"the House Education and 'the\Vorkforce Subcommittee onI{~rly'Chilc:ihood, Youth and, 


Families reported Qut" by a vote of 19~ 18 (party-line), Rep.' ~itts'''Dollarstothe Classroom'~ legislation­
, (H. R. 3248). The bill would consotidateover 30 currently funded elementary and secondary e~ucation' 
 ", 

'programs (with total FY98 appropriations of$2.46biflion) into a program'of block grants to States., It ' ' 
; 

"would also expand the"Ed~Flex" authority and the authority for schools to operate Title Ischoolwide . : , 
program'S. These-actions would grant authority for school districts to use Federal funds for general " 
operating expenses instead of national priorities, and would result ,jn a loss of targeting ai:td accountability; 

,'l. . 

This legislation is also lilcely to leCid to a 'red~ctions in appropri,ations, and would cre,atea co~fusing 'and . 
...... 
>J'~6ne-site-fits-all" approach to dnving dollarstothe classroom. ' 'L'" :<~/:::,.:,·~;':';r;;" :' t·',; •~"", 
t 

, The' Pres'iderit stated last' fall' that such' a step 'in" unacceptable, ,and that he would' use his veto power to' 

, prevent this approac~from'becQming law" . , , " 

,.' 
. 


, I 


Appropriations Bills," , ' ..., ' , ' '. '. , " ,,' , 
, A smaller block grant was' included in the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee, ,: 

., 
' 

, markup oidune 23. The, bill would .provide $400 million for the Title.VI block grant -- $50 million more , , 

'than FY98 and $400 million more'than the President's budget which proposed terminating the program: 
" ~ 

, The bill would cut Goals 2000 funding in half arid cut Eisenhower Professional Development funds,and 
. .', , 	 '. _. ". . _ ,:, '''" . (':i =, r'I,":,,""';;'''1v--'1 r"'. " -,.' ~, ­

allow tliose reduced 'funds to be used for activities authorizedl;1nder the Title)1 block grant~ ,,', , 
. . . 	 . ' . • '.: ':A', 

Sen. Gorton~ who sits on the .. Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations subcommittee, may resurrect his block, . ;: .. 
grant propos~1 in the Senate Appropriations bilL However, it is more likely that hewillcont\nue inst~ad to' 

'push a block grant proposaf he cal,ls ~'Ed-FI,ex';w'hi~hhas no accountability measures,,' ,:' " " 

Materials: 	 '" 

• 	 "Anaiysis ofthe,Republica~s' Claims r~gardiilg the "Domin to the Classroom Ad" 
• Statement by Secretary Iljley on the Crossroads Report (7/16)·'" ~: '-:", 

.' Letter from Secretary Riley to Rep: Goodling Opp'osing the "Dolla.rs to the Cla.ssroom Act" (6/24i':;"''''n~,''.: ~,:<,~ 

• 	 2,:,pager: "Analysis of tile ~e~dment in the Nature of a. Substitutet() H.R. j248, the, "Dollars to the '" i~,'
t 

Classroom ACt" (6/23) , ' , 	 ," :': ' , " ' " " 
• 	 "Riley Says No to' Education Block Gr~nts:Report Shows 69Percimt:ofFederal Dollars 90. to' 

'Local Communities" (4/30),' , , ' " ,-" ",' , ' ; , 
• 'I • Letter'to Senate Minoi-ity Leader Daschle froin Rep. Tiern'ey (D-MA) and I 79additional Members 

: oPPQsing, block grants (4/20), ' , . 
,. ,.~ 

,.,', 	 "'i ' 

Bilingual Educatio~!'", " '" ' ~',' " '. . , _':" 
Me.~sage: An August 6 Statement ofAdminLytration Policy stated.; "TfleAdmillistration str:o!"gly opposes 
H.R. 3892" which w'ouidsignificantly amerrd the Bilingual Education Act; While'there i:'I a heed to,' , 

" slrengthenprograms designed toheipstudenis with limited English prbficiency(LEP) learn j£ngJi$hf meet ' 
challenging standardS in' academic'~/~ieCts; cmd slIcces.ifully mOVe into'mainstrea';:' classes;'f/.R. 3892' " 

: wiJilldnot accomplish the~e purposes. It is a.~tep in the wrolig direction. f', . 	 . . .' . . , ". ~, 
, 

, . We ~xp~ct '~ep: ,Riggs' "E~glish'fluency Ac.( to rea~h the' House, tlo~r this week. .' 
• 	 • . '. \., " .. I ~ 

" 

"', 
•• ,,' j" ~': , ,,·:"J·~·r~:::l."~:'.,{.\,.,;~ 

,",' 

:-,: . 
.. '," . 

, ,r.,' .. ... ~, ..... 
, " :,.' '",' ,10 	 'September9, 19'9~'(9:07a~):' 

" ! 

" , "" 
...',: 

", , " 
, '. 
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, Background' , " 	 . " ' ". ,'. " . 
. ,_ 	 ,.' I . 

,On August 4, the House Rules Committee adopted a modified open rille .'providingfor the consideration.o( .' 
RR, 3892, "The English Language' Fluency Act," sponsored by Rep. Riggs Of.CA).: The ruie was approved. 

"on Ii party line voice vote. The rule provides for I hour ofgeneral debate~ a three h.our.limit on amendments' ' 
. after which only amendment printed in the Congressional Record' wiU~e in order; and provides I motion to 
recommit, with or without instructioris.:· " 	 ." 

On Ju~e 4, the full House committee marked-up and rep'orted (22-17, party line) RR: 3892 ~- Rep. Rig~s' 
Bilingual Education Bi!l ,-~ which would impose a 2 year limit on Bilingual Education, convert the Federal 
program into a block grant, eliminate OCR's enforcement a~ihoiity 'of Title,VI ofthe Civil Rights Act of 
1964 as it related to Limited-English Proficient chi!drcm,and'elirninate professional developmen~ for'· . 
universities to' train bilingual teachers.' ." , . ," " ' "..,.'. '.' '.' 

, , ' The House Appropriations C,O:m~itte~'billmarked-up o~ July' 14..inclu'ded: la~~agewhich: '1) removes the 
current 25% cap on "Special alternative instruction projects"; 2) ·Iimits student participation in , .' , 
federally-funded bilingual education programs to two years (two' additional one-year extensions can be '. 
,granted by the Secretary); and 3) requires the Secretary to give priority for funding multi':year grants to ' 
proposal~fo,cusing Ort the most rapid'transition to English: ' ", 

Materials: 

, • Statement of Adtninistration Policy on RR. 3892 -- English LanguageFluency.. t\ct (8/6), .' " , . 

, • Compilation of materials: "The Clinton Administra~ion Opposes California Propositiqn'227 (Vni " 


initiati~e)"; Secretary Riley's Statement regarding Unz In~tiative (4/27); "Fact's:about LiroJted English" 
Proficient Students"; "Research Findings regarding Schooling for Limited English Proficient:~", 
,Students"," , ':' :, ". .' , . , ,:"," " " ':, . . ',' 

, '~," ' 

IDEA 
, The House-passed District of Columbia AppropriatioflsBiII contains provi'sions'which: deny attorney fees 

, for administrative heanngs; give priority for private school placement in th~.DC ,metro area~ jimit attor6ey , 

. fees, as a result ofcourt hearings~ increase placement periods from 50 days to 120 days; and other matters. 


Background· " .',.:' . ,:' . " , " '" 

.The House AppropriationsCommittee bill marked':up on J'uly .I 4 included la'nguage which would allow., . 

, schools to ';move a child w.ith disabilIty into an alternative education~1 setting in situations'where that child 

e~hibitsviol{mt behavior." The bill would' also effectively deprive disabled youth incarcerated in'adult, , , 

,	prisons ofa free appropri~t:e public education (FAPE)~ a right granted under the Indivi,duals With Disabilities 
Act. This provision'is ~imilar to a Rep, Rigg's biU ,-- the "IDEAiechnical Amendments Act, of ,1998" (H.R, 
3254) -- which was marKed-up,and reported by,full committee on June 4 by a vote of22-17 '(party-line). , ," 	 . r 

, .!. " 

Materials:' ,. 
" 

• . 'Fed~raIRestri~tions on Dealing~itliDangerousChildren with Disabilities!,~, '.' i." , 

,. 	 . .... Letter 'from Secretary Riley to Chaii:man (Joodling'regardingII;>EA Legislatipn --:-RR, 3254 (6/4) 

~ ': ' ..'. ',' '. .' , .. . ....'" ~ ,'.' . ':, .' ' . . . ~. : . . . 
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6. . INTRODUCED AND WAITING FOR COMMITIEE ACTION' . 

School Cons'truction --- .." .... . 

. Message:''preside"t Cli;,tn~ a~d Vice'President Gore, want to help renovate, m04ernize an~ build over: 

. 5;000 school~~ by providiilg $22 billion it; inierest-jreeschool ~onds. . The 11Jajority in. Cdngress has " 


repeatedlY blocked this crilicatinVe!itmeni to. address overcrowding, fix leaky roofs and make school$safer: 
.. ' .'.~ .

Bllt it is' not too late for 'Congress to act, and we will.w.ork to make sure thai a bill is enacted before they go' 
ho,,;ein October, . .. . '.. . t '. . . .• 

.', , ,,' 

On Septemb~r 8, the President visited Pine Crest. Elementa,ry School in Silver Spring. Mo· for "National 

· School Modernization Day" where 'he. gave a speech.on the.import~lnce· ofSchool. Construction; Class Size' 


Reduction and Educational Techriology, and f~leased the third annual Baby BoqrrtEchq report, 'His address'" 

... ' was broadcast live~ vi'a s~tetlite;' to community events a.round the country'. Roughly 50 members: of . 
". Congre~s, 1-5 ED SeniorStaffa'nd',fCabi~et Officers participated in more than 84 events ar?und the 

country. " 
". '~ 

'." i . .~ 

BaCkground . . . . . .¥ 

The President's. School Construction initiative would authorize $21.8 billion i~ bonding autnoiity for school. . .. 
construction and modernization, at a Joint Committee on TaXation estimated cost of$3.3 billion over 5" '.' : .. ; ~ 

" , .' . .. '~. ';.' ~ .. " ., j.'
years: . .' " . ..' ..;" 

, j.~: . . '. ... ':." ,~ 

., ~t" .• ' 1· "'t": 

..Since the R~~ublic~n Majori~ has refused to consider this legislation. in conuni~tee, Democrats h~ve offered 

it as.a subsiitut~ for the Coverdell tax credit bill that the President vetoed on July it. On May 7. the House·· .. 


· rejected, by a vote of 192;'222~ Rep. Rangel'~ (D~NY) 'motion to instruct CoverdeJr~onferees to agree to 

'provisions consistent with the approach taken inhis school construction bill, H.R. 3320, and on June"18, the 

~.. House' rejected Rep:' Rangel's (D..NY) motion 'to recommit the Coverdell bill to confer~nce with School 
· . Construction a~a substitute by. a vote-of 196·225. On April2l the Senate ieJec~~d, by a vote 0(56-42;a . 
· Moseley-BraunAmendmen~ to replace Coverdetl IRA provisicin.whh the-President's 'SchooIICo~stniction ) .. 

and Modernization' proposal.. ';;. . - . . ' .'.' . 
, "\ 

As of july 28,the President's bill introd~ced_ by Sen. Mo~eley-Bra~n~s (S. i705) has l4 cosponsors, and ­
Rep. Rangel's bill (H.R. 3)20) has. 1t-5 cospo.nsors~ '. 

. . . ' 

Materials:' ' 
• 'Annou~c~n1ent:"Natio'~3fschool Mod.ernizat~onDay: Septemb~'r 8~,~ .'. ': ,. . 

.,' ,Secretary RileY's Remarksatth~Press Conferenc'e regarding School CottstructionFunding and .. ' 


•. Opposition to the Coverdelf Bill (6/17)" "~': .... . . .' .:.' . '.' 

. • .' Fact sheets on the President's proposal' . . .. " , 


.. Pr.es~·Release: "VicePreside,nt Calls for Passage.of Expanded School Construction Progra~ to Bring.. 

States to $22 Billion'" (3/20)" '.' ..'.. .', . -. .. 


• . List' of Oigaoi~ations Endorsing School·Modernization,' " ' . 
, " ~ " .' •.•• .: o~"" • ' • "" 

.. 
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'.', . 

. , 	 .'., 
".'; . 

J',.; ,. L· :' ... : ". 

. Class Size Red~ction· .... ' ... '. , .t, .',. . ,t'T 
;Message:.Pre'siJentClinlo~ ana ViceP'resident Gore want toheip reduce class'size in theirst three grCldes" 

. 10 give more personal allent/on. 10 oury01~ng sludent$: .The majority inConire.sshas.blocked this" . 
. {nveslment 0/$12 billion'.over.7years..But it isnoUoo late/or Congress to act, and we' will work to make" 

.wire ',hqt a bill is enac~edbe/ore iheygohomidn October. ..' .(. . . '. ; .... : ...,' .:. ~ 
• • }' ' .f .<" 	 ! " :.:' 

'I '. 	 t · . 
. 	 " . • . ',' _ .. ,' , • i, '., . ',' . ....... ~ , .' .i: .' 1 ,', : • • '.' 


. Senator Murray (D-WA) plans to off~r an amendment to:lhe Labor~HHS-Education Appropriations bill on/' .,', ,:{. 
:the Senate floor to fund.her etas's Size Reduction proposal' , . .... '.. .; ."1, . 

~ . .,' ~.. '. ~ , .' 	 'I 

,', .'" ..>. '. :. ';;;J!i£~:;~~~~J~iti~l11!:~~~I",~!t;,';~:5;:.. r: ",: >' .... .. .... ". '.. .'. 
During the week of September 14, Members"of Corig'ressareplaMing a Class size event .at the Capitol tQ' ", .. 

. 	 . .' . .. . ... I'
emphasis school overcrQwding issues~' .. ' 	 • : 

.' • • • ,. ",' • • • • I • ~ . 

, ~ " :' " .. ... ~:.... 
• ,f~ 	 • 

". Background ... . .;. . . ..,. .. . . .,.y . ',' 
• • 	 '. '. "", .' • '.' . ". ,•• '. • . '\ ,,' '. ' ' \ < I -. 
On April 22, the'.Senate rejected an amendment by Sen: Mun-ay to express the serise ofCongress regarding 


.. reductions in class, siie tiy a.vote'of 49-50,' Republican Senators voting in favor ofSen: MUifay:s .; .. 

amendment were Campbell (CO),: D' Amato (NY). Jeffords (VT) and Specter (PA).·. . . .• !
.... . . . . .. . . r , . '. 

. 	 " , : .. ,,' , .,: .'i"~ 

On May 8, the Preside~t transmitted the "Class Size Reduction and Teacher Quality Act of 1998" to ,_ 

Cong,.ess, and the ~residen't and Secretary Riley released a study. Reducina Class' Size: What. Do 'We .. : ... ,. 

Know?;that shows smaUei' classes enhance academic achievement. .Rep. Clay.introduced the'.. .f·: 

Administration's proposal (RRi}876) on May· 14,: and his!egislat,ionci.nTently h~sS7 c'ospclnsors: Sen~. 

',.. '. . • ....... '. ..• .. '. . . 


Murray introduced the'Administtatior'l~ propo~l(S, 2209)9n June 24 with. 1.8 cospqnsbrs,<
'..... 	 . 

:! 	 . .~ ~ 

Materia1s:.'..". 	 '. '.'.:. . .......";.';. 

," • 	 WhiteHouse 'Fact'Sheet: "President Clinton: Improving. Our Schools to Help Children Prepar~'for 

. the 21 st Century" (5/8)' .': . .......... " , . ':', ~.' .;,... ", 
..•. 	 . Press Release: "NewStu'dy Show~Smaller Classes Enhance A<fa(1emic'Achievement":(5/8) . . ' 
• •. Information'Packet on Nationa.l Effort to Reduce Class Size- '., ' .. ' .-." .. 'j. .•... . .' •. ','J 	 ' 

• 	 ...., Press Release: "Vice president Gore Aflnounces Benefits to Students ofPr~sident'~ Class'Size 

.... Reducticm PlaH:~. (40). '. "",,' , :, . . "; ..i . 


" • I ¥ ~ .' :.'! '- ... ,' ' 	 ... . . ~ , ' ..~:. 	 .' ," ' 

Around' Low-Performina Schools -'- A Gtiide for State and Local Leaders... ·. " .'.' 
",-,l"'" ,'r; '~,,".".~-" ..,~'., " "": ,~'-," .•• ,",':',.", .,.;(.:..... :•• ,." t '~. ~;' 

~:, 	 .' j: '. 
; ~ . ',! ..... . 

'1 'F:ducational.Opport~nity Z6nes.·· 	
I 

. i 
I 

Backaround . "':<" .. , '. 

On May.7 during thelJ.S. Conference ofMayors·ineeting. the President announced' that the-' .. 
.A~rninistration'.s Educational Opportunity Zones legislation woul~ beintroduce~ ~,hatday byiSen, Kennedy 
(S. ?044) and Rep: Cliw'(H.R;:38l3): As'ofJulyi8;~en'I<ennedy;s legislation has lOCOSP9i1S0rs, and ..... . 
R'ep"OIay's bill has)4 cosponsor~;.; ,", '. .., .. j,.... 

'\' . :.:.... :'.: ""~~ .. :, ',. -~~-".' . . ,', ., ~'. .,' .... " ' :. ""'1 ~.' .. ' , 
0", May 7;, the 'President .arid Secretary. Riley also r~leased aDepartment of E.ducation Guide~ook: Turnina 

'. 	..., . .' '.' . . .... . .... . ". .• .... I 

....,',. 	 :: 
Ma:te~als: . ........ ', .~.~, . '~. "'.". " .' .... : 
'	•.. '.' "Presidem eli,nton Me~tswith'U:S, 'Conf~r~nce of Mayors:,. Strengthening Public Sch<;>ols"; . 
. ,' .. ·"Educat~on Opportunity Zones: Strengthenirigl.Jrban and Rura1 Schools'~ (517), .

". '.. . . . .' 
". 

i. 

. :' 

, . , . '. ' 

'. i 

!.I 

,"", -.! ' 
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I 
" , i,'

I 
f ' " i , 

~ 'j ! 
. " .,' :".: :',,' ". :.. ' " , :,,':, ,': "."" , " " , : " :1." ". ' , 

, ..,. '''Turning Around Low-~etforrning Schools: Education Department Releases Guidebook" (5/7) • 
, ,'. '," Summary: HTuming;Around Low-Petforming Schools--A Guide fOr State'and LOcal iLeaders, _': 

, ", , ":. ': ...... ',- - j ", 

.;\ ." I 

f . 

,', ,",7. VETOED' " . 
','i 

..~",j,
• ',J', 

, ,," " , Cov'e~delf'K-12 IRAs'., :" \. ".' ,~': . '" . :. -',-.,' .' > .. '. '" • :', ,-', 'I" "- ,,' " 
• ,,". ' • ~ ,.,' - ~. , ,1, .' " ': .. .'. • • , ' • " , • • ','; _ ,. " ~. 

, ,Message: In hi~ July 2/' ve(o message, the Pres/dent said;"HAs l.have said before, wemust prepare OUT' 
chi(dreiijor the 21st tenttiry :b)'providing'thein with the best education in the wi/rid ,T() help' meet ihis. '., 
goal, I nCll!eseni ihe C,ongressa clJmprehensive:pgin~for~trengthehirlg our publ!i:: schqols, which'enroll, , 
almost 90 percent bfour:studenls: .. By sendingme this bil/, the Congres.s has instead chosen, to weake1} . ._~~ 

, p~/hlic education,and'shorichange our 'children;~' In· his statement,' the President s.aid ihatt'his bill. would: " .,.' \:~ , 
~, 'divert. limited federa(;'eso;,rces awayfrom pUblic schoois, provide' liltle 'benefit to low-inc6me familtest" 

. ,: 5 
<. ", wOlllddo little'to encoufage scivihgsfor education, and wOIJldreward hjgfrer-"incomefarf,i/i~s fQr what they 


'. already do. .::. . ,'<':.' :~. '..;',~~, "-':,<,,,,:-", ': ',' '" '''<.f~ ~ .. ;'. 

,' .... 

.. '. ,'•.,' ';' 'i '. .., 
. "".' )--. I 

,Background'" '. ..., ,. " : ., ," ,;' <,. .., __, ' ,"'::'. ',; .':,' .... ': 'J, . ">,'::: .,' ':,.' . '.' ".' ".,' ,,",,' "~" 
.. OnJune l,8, the Housepassed'the conference ieport on,Sen:Coverdell's (R.(~~A),k~'t:2·IRA:bill'(H;R.·2646)c: . ,: ~;., 

by a vo,te of225-197,aft~rtheyrejected Rep. Rangel's(D-'Ny)mqtionto re~dml11iHheCo\}erdenbiUto:~". .. 
conference with SchoolConstructiori,as a.pnority by avot~ of J96-225:, The'Senate passed ,the conference" ".... 

, " 
report on Coverdell on June 24 by a vote of 59 to 36:' D~mocrats voting in favor were: Bid~ri (DE), BreaUx. ,"': ,. 

. " . (LA), Byrd (WV), Cleland (G1\), Feinstein (CA), Kohl (WI), Li~beiman. «(:1') and Torricelli ,(NJ).' ' , ,: ': 
Republicansyotingagainst were: Chafee (Rl) anci Jeffords (VT)., ' .., ...., I' 

. 1,." .~:, .. ~ • ;.,! ,r ;., 

>; ',',.', ·.The Coverrlell K-12 IRA'coniererice'~epo~: ~assentto theWhi~~' House on'July' 1{ a~d thefPresident 

.' . " . yetoed the bjlIon Jul~'.2L ::' ; " c.(:'·: " " .',' .. : :,; I, " .' 


: . II'.' :' " .' . . :::. I 

MatenaJs::" " . .'".' ,':.. . f: .. ' 
, '~ .

.•. . ThePresident'sVet6Mes~age(7/2l) ... ..... '. .' " "',i',,··. ;";<, '." .,' " 
" ~ .•~SecretaryRiley's Remarks at the PiessConference regarding SchooJCoristructio~ FJndingand' ,: .. ,:

',',' ," '. ," ." . I " 
, ·Opposltlon to theCoverd~I.1 Bill (6/17) " ." ,,'. .~' . ;:,' 

Secietary'sEditon.al in San Francisco Chronicle; Wasnington:post Edi'tonal!' '1·' : '" 

•. . '. Coverdell K-: 12 IRAs'vs.,Schpol C()nstructi(;)fl:ln~quities,in, Cove~dell(Chart),: .i., ~ , 
,,<'.' '. ~ .,' ~ . "', , ',' , ...'1.., 

. ,! ~" 

."... ',< •• 

'. '" ,"" 

Nati~~~IS'~h~oIM~demizati~n DfiY: SePt~mber~ ','" ,..... "',,', ',. ~, 
,A1es.~age: ','11 is. 1fme; 10show'our chi/cJren and tile world that Americ.a.tnilY values.~a1lf.:ati()r~. ,l,et u~'m.ake" ' 
every school acro~~America a shining; inoderntem.ple- oflearning-.;... aplacewherl! a com~/ter (sds :'. 
comr;,on·/n the clas,vroom as achalkhoard" where c/a,~ses are sinall enough/or ~eac,,~rs to I(!ai::h and " . , 
childTen io learn. :wherestude/lI:"'. are ;';spiredtd./ook to theJuti/re wilhhopeandcOf;j;denc~; ,< Qur,chl/dTen' ,. 

i· 

deserve noihing leii" -Pnisid€mtBilf {:lintoi1,Sepiel11ber'8~ 1998' "" " " 

On' September 8~ ih~ ~~~~identvisited ·.Pirie·.crest:EJe·~en~~~ ~~~OOI in Sil~e~ Spring, MD' for "Nat~6nal ' ",' " ",: 
, • School!rM~dernizatioQ Day:" ~here he~gavea ·speech. on the impqrtahce.of School Constt;ti~ti~n, .Cl\lsS Size' , 

, ..' ., , , " • ",,;' ...._ ~ t " , ,.' "~ ! " " , .... ' 
:~ 
, :' 

'\' . 

I ' , 

'September,9i '1998 (9:07am):;, ," 
. .' . ' 

'. ',';.'.''''. ", 

, .'. '~ 
" '. '~' 

"!:' .' : 
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. '.:=1 
I -,f~ '~1 
I , . .: 

Reduction and Edu~ational' T~chnology, and released the third annual B~by Boom Ech~ report. His address' 
.. " was broadcas~ live, via satellit~, to community events around the country. RouShly 50 members of 

Congress. 15 ED, Senior Staff and 4 Cabinet Officers participated in more than 84' events ar~und the 
, , . I 

· country. . ' 
/'"',' 

,Materials:. .. . ; . 

• Baby Boom E.cho Report'(9/8) 
,"', .~. .White House Press Paper (9/8). 

, .} 

, , .· •. Department o(Ed!lcation. Press Release (9/4) 
, ' . 1 '. ".;: 

.' , '..~ 

America Goes Backt'o,School 1998 , ... '. . . ..." ..... ' .I 

Message: "Ifwe are going to seize the promise 0/our times and educate our children so they ClIn keep 

iheir dreams alive, wernllst al! work.togeth,er. /:lot governmen(alone, not individuals alone,' but as piuents., 


· and children, employers and employees, teachers and students, community leaders and community . 

members, as gOYertJlnent and citizens . .We mll.~t renewour schools so everyAmerican child'has the' 


· opportunity to gei the hest {lossihleeducationfor the 2 lsi century. " ~- Prt!sldenrClinton i ..' . . .•. , .. , " 

. ,.'. ,<. . .. '. : ' 

.. ' .. , ., , ". , ,'. . ,..'. , . . "J . . . .' ". 
. The America Goes Back 10 School initiative is an annual joint effort between ED and the Partnership for ,. 

Family Involvement' in Education thai focuses atten,tion on improving education across Ame~ca during the- .. 


,,'back-to.:.school period of August through October: ThousimdsofAmerica Goes Back to School events'hav~, , 

.'. taken place across the nation, in every state~ since the effort b~gan in 1995. ' 


'. ' , . 
·1 

, The theme ofthis ye~r'sAmerica Gpes Back to School initiative is: "Get involved, stay involved!", and the' " 

. nationid co-chairs for the effort are Secretary Riley, Tipper Gore, Jane PauleyofN'sC; and National PTA .' 

'President Lois Jean White:' . ', . I 


, ~ . 

. j 
.'. Matenals: . . '. " I 

" " 

, ".,"
• America Go~s Back to S~hool'Tease'" Brochures 

" 

• America Goes Back to School Partnen' .Activity Kit . I , 

I' 

School Violence' . , 
, Message: "Wh~mchildri.m iii inner city ~chools must walkIhr01lgh metal detectors to protec( ihemfrom the 


threat o/violence, when high schools in small town.~ likeSpring[ield, Oregon andJonesQoro, Arkansas are . 

" torn'apart'hydisturbed ieenagersarmed with deadly weapons, wh~ngang violence still raviJges" , .. 


cornm"nili~s large imd~wnal(lW /cl1(iw wernli'S! domor~:~' -- Pre.~ideflt Clintoh;; August 27.~ :/998 


'On August 2~. the~r~si'dent-andSecretary Riley traveled to Worceste~. Massachusettsto discuss schboi 
. . ; ," I . 

safety, The President an~ounced:JI),therelease by ED and DOJ an Early Warning Guide fo'r teachers and 

principals to h~lp id~niitY'and respond to"the early-warning signs of troubled youth that Canl~ad to violence . 

in schools;'(2) and (2) the release of$30 million for states to provide college scholarships to aspiring law 

enforcement officers in return fora cornmitmentof service,' .. '. 


, .' " . " . . . '. ' '- ~:' .. , , :. ""," ;" .. 
During a July 20 speech to the'American Federatio.n ofTeachers. the ~residentdiscussedthe,importance.of " 
sc~ool discipline" and ~afety to the nation. He announced that he wilfchaira White House C()nfer~nce on . 

. ',:' 
, ,~,' ;. :- .'.' . 

! , ,',1 

', ..' ,'15' ,
, , " "'. I "' ': ~.' 
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http:residentdiscussedthe,importance.of


r: 
I 	 ':''',',1,'~l . 

. 	 :! 
1 

" '-.." 

;' • ~ . ' . . : ". . .' -,'.i. '.: ~. ~, ' " 	 '; 
~. '1 

.~ " School Safety on 'October. IS, 1998, and highlighted some:of the stho()1 safety policies prompted by the 
:.; 
~ 

, Administration -- sch091 unifon.ns, tough truancy laws, commllnity-pasedcurfews. and zero 'tolerance 'for" :::\ 
,guns:, :. 	 ',' ',. .' . ", ,.i' ' " . :; 

, ·:A 

On July 8, the Presidertt, joi~ed py Secretaries Riley' and Rubin and Att()rney'General Reno,~nnounced three 
n,ew steps the Administration' is taking· to promote'gun safety and responsibility: (I) announce the : 
publication ofa final regulation requiring, all feder~lIy licensed gun dealers to post signs and i'ssue warnings', 
concerning juvenile handgun possession; (2)caHon states and Congressto pass. Child Acces~ Prevention 
(CAP) legislation; anq(3) annoLince,a'paitnership with the state ofMaryland to reduce gun-tehitedViolence. 
,4 , • '., 	 ~ 

On June 9, Secret~ry Riley gave a speech enti~J~ "Reconnecting with our Children and Keep,ing Them 
. Safe"at the Safe a~d Drug-:Ffee Schools Conference. 'In his remarks,the Secretary offered "~evenAction 
Steps in Respons~ to Schqol Tragedies" that the' Depar1;ment will undertake: listening to'chiloren; providing 

,	effective programs, shifting resources to prevention, developing a guide for early warning signs, linking~ , 
schools to other community'services, developing model crisis management plans, and conducting a major, 
study ofalternative schools. ',., " " ' , ' "! , 

, 	 '1
' 

" 	 ! 
+ 

'Materials:, , 	 , 

• ,"The Clinton-Gore Administration: Protecting America's Communities (S/27); :"Clinton, 
, , "...., , ' " " 	 'I ; 

, . Announces New Guide to Help Schools Prevent Violence"(S/27Y, 
• ' Early Wa,.ning- Timely Response: A Guide to Safe Schools .":. 
I President Clinton's Remarks at the American Federation ofTeachers Conference (7/~0) .. ··r 

.. ,"
I Press Paper from AFT Speech: "Promoting Discipline,and SafetY,in Schools (7/20) I, . ',"

,;.' 
I "President Clint<)n: Promoting Gun Safety and Responsibility" (7/8) 	 : 

.. 
'I 	

,SecretaryRiley'~YouthVioh:mce Speech~;\\Seven action Steps in Response to, SchoQI Tragedies . . 
, Announced at Safe and Drug-Free Schools Conference" (6/9) , , " " : 
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