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PRESIDENT CLINTON TRAiVELS TO NORTH CAROLINA AND FLORIDA 

March 13 - 15,1997 

Press Background Information 

President Clinton will announce new action on two aspects of his education agenda in 
events today ~nd tomorrow in North Carolina and Florida. Today in Raleigh, the President will 
deliver an address to a joint session of ~he North Carolina General Assembly in which he will talk 
about his educatiol}-~genda and specifically his call for standardized testing to measure students' 
abilities in fourth grade reading and eight grade math, In Jupiter, Florida on Saturday the 
President will have more to say about addressing the problem ofovercrowding in our nation's 
schools. 

ADDRESS TO THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

House of Representatives Chamber , 


President Clinton will address a :special joint session of the North Carolina General 
" ' 

Assembly today to outline his plans for 'education reform and announce that both the state of 
North Carolina and the Department ofDefense have agreed tCl accept his challenge to measure the 
performance of their students against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade reading and 
8th grade math, using voluntary national tests based on those standards. In his remarks, the 
President will also call on other states to follow North Carolina's lead in rewarding master 
teachers. " 

This will be the first address by a sitting President to a joint session of the North Carolina 
General Assembly. The President will be introduced into the chamber by Clyde Cook, Sergeant­
of-Anns, and then introduced for his remarks by North CarolinaLt. Governor Dennis Wicker. 

The Department ofDefense schools include both the Department ofDefense Dependent 
Schools and Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools. Altogether, the schools, 
serve approximately 115,000 students in 233 schools in 14 countries, 6 states, and Puerto Rico, 
In North Carolina, there are 16 DoD sc~ools serving close to 8,000 students in 16 schools at 
Camp Lejeune and Fort Bragg. Additional information on this announcement and on the 
President's broad education agenda is attached. 

Following his remarks, the President will meet privately with the members of the I 

legislature. 

, ' 

DSCC DINNER and SAXOPHONE CLUB ,EVENT 

Sheraton Bal Harbor 




At the Sheraton Bat Harbor, the President will address a reception to benefit the DSCC, 
and later a Saxophone Club event. He will be introduced at each event by Florida Lt. Governor 
Buddy McKay. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 1997 

TOUR AND ADDRESS ON SCHOOL OVERCROWDING 
Lighthouse Elementary School 

Friday mornil)g in Jupiter, Florida President Clinton will tour the Lighthouse Elementary 
School, which suffers from serious overcrowding, and announce new action by his Administration 
to make funds available to states and 10caJ communities to address the problem. The President 
will be accompanied on the tour by Dr. Joan Kowal, Superintendent of the Palm Beach County 
Schools. The classroom the President will tour is pre-fabricated and houses 29 third grade 
students and their teacher, Stacy Laruiffa. ' 

Following his tour, the President will address the student body ofLighthouse Elementary . 
in the school playground. The speaking program will open with remarks by Superintendent 
Kowal, who will introduce a student, who will introduce the President for his remarks . 

. Additional information about the: President' s announcement will be made available in 
Florida. 
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RAISING STANDARDS FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

RESPOND TO THE PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE 


, March 13, 1997 

Department of Defense, Schools Respond to the Challenge. Today. the President will ' 
announce that the overseas and stateside school systems operated by the Department ofDefense 
have accepted his challenge to states and localities to measure the performance of their students 
against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math, using 
voluntary national tests based on those standards. By doing so, DOD will ensure that the students, 
parents and teachers,associa,ted with the Department ofDefense will have honest, accurate 
information about whether students are :masteririg the basic skills. 

Accepting the challenge means not only taking the new tests, but preparing students to succeed. 
Therefore, the President will also announcetoday that he is directing the Department ofDefense 

, Education Activity schools to use all available resources to prepare every one of its students to 
meet the national standards, in 1999 and each year thereafter. This will require steps such as 
providing parents with the information and assistance they need to be their child's first teacher, 
upgrading curriculum, implementing proven instructional practices and programs, taking best 

, ~ 

advantage of new technologies to enhance teaching and learning, supporting and rewarding good 
teaching, and providing students who need it with extra help and tutoring. The schools will report 

,annually on the progress being made; and on the effectiveness of their strategies and approaches. 

The Department ofDefense schools include both the Department ofDefense Dependent Schools 
and Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools. Altogether, the schools serve 
approximately 115,000 students in 233 schools in 14 countries, 6 states, and Puerto Rico. In 
North Carolina, there are 16 DoD schools serving close to 8,000 students in 16 schools at Camp 
LeJeune and Fort Bragg.' 

North Carolina Responds to the Challenge. Today, Governor Hunt will announce that North 
Carolina also accepts the President's challenge and will participate in the new national tests. This 
makes North Carolina the third state, after Maryland and Michigan, to make this commitment. 
The President will note that North Carolina is already making good progress in its school reform 
efforts, with the state's math scores on the National Assessment ofEducation Progress the most 
improved of any state in the U.S. 



, , 

Getting More Resources into the Classroom. Today, the President will announce that he has 
asked the Vice President to lead a national effort to challenge states and school distriCts to shift 
more education resources to the classroom, where they can improve teaching and learning, and 

, away from administrative overhead. T~e Vice President will elaborate on these themes in a 

speech to the Californi'a legislature later'ioday: , ' 


. . I. 

White House Conference on Early Development andLearning. Today. President Clinton will 
announce the date imd the~es of the white House :Coriference on E~.rly Childhood Development 
and Learning; What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Children. The 
day,.long Conference Will take place on iApri117, 1997 at the White House. The Conference will 
highlight how critically important childrien's ,experiences before school are to their development 

, ,and their later success in' school and in life,and focus on the praCtical applications of the latest 
sCientific research on the brain, particul~rly for parents and care-givers. 

Accepting the Challenge to PrQvide Mo~e Choice in Public Education. The President will ' 
. 1 . .'. • • . , . . 

note that the North Carolina State BOaf,d ofEducation has the opportunity today to approve the 
most charter schools ever created at one time, ariswering the President's challenge to foster 
gre~ter' innovation 'and choice for families in',public education. The President praised 'Nortli 
Carolina for using a careful review process focus~d on accountability for results, helping insure 
that the new schools will help ,students ~eet high standards. The President has proposed, doubling 
funding for charter schools to over $100 million; supporting planning and start-up costs·for up to 
1,100 new schools nati<?nwide.' ' . 

Continuing to Build Support for the Nationwide Effort to Improve,Reading. Finally, the 
President will announce tod~ythat 15 cpIleges and universities in North Carolina have committed 
more than 1300 work study students to; serve as reading'tutors over the next 5 years as a part of 
the America Reads Initiative. ' . 

-30-30-30­



IMPROVING TEACHING;AND FOCUSING RESOURCES ON THE 
, CLASSROOM 

PRESIDENT CLINTON CHALLENGES STATES TO REWARD MASTER TEACHERS 

Rewarding Outstanding Teaching. In his Call to Action for American Education,President 
Clinton challenged the nation to reward : outstanding teaching, and called for 100,000 teachers to 
seek and achieve certification as master teachers by the independent National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards, after completing a rigorous evaluation process. This would 
enable every school in the country to have one master teacher. Today, President Clinton will 
challenge every state'to provide significant and meaningful rewards for master teachers, such as 
the 12% salary increase proposed by Gov. Hunt in North Carolina. 

The President Clinton will also call on Congress to do its share, by supporting his proposal to 
devote $105 million over five years to support the work of the NBPTS, assisting the board to 
complete assessments in 25 academic areas covering the fields of 90% of the nation's teachers .. 
The funding would also help to defray the costs ofteachers taking part in the.rigorous 
certification process. The President's'proposal is designed to help reach the target -- set by the 
National Commission on Teaching and America's Future; chaired by Govenior Hunt -- of 
certifying over 100,000 teachers within the next ten years. The President will note that North 
Carolina boasts the most board-certified teachers of any state. 

Removing Incompetent Teachers from the Classroom. Noting that our students can only 
reach high standards if their teachers do, the President will strongly renew 'his call to. counsel 
burned-out teachers to improve, and quickly and fairly remove those who don't measure up. The 
President will challenge teachers and local school boards around the country to come together and 
agree on ways to insure that every classroom is lead by a competent teacher -- no excuses, no 
exceptions. As an example, he will point to a program in Cincinnati, Ohio, which pairs struggling 
teachers with experienced mentor teachers to help. them improve. After two years of mentoring, 
the Lead Teacher either rates the teacher as satisfactory or recommends contract termination. 

Attracting and Preparing Good Teachers. Last month, Secretary Riley announced that he 
would host a national conference on attracting and preparing good teachers, drawing on the 
nation's 50 top teachers, along with 50 leading university presidents and deans of teacher's . 
colleges around the country. Today. the President will announce that this conference, to be held 
next month, will serve as the focal pointfor a national conversation on how to improve teaching 
around the country, by linking via satellite to discussion sites in every state in the Union. The 
conference will focus on effective ways to inspire talented young people to enter the teaching 
profession, and will help shape future Administration proposals, to be included in the Higher 
Education Act reauthorization, for federal support to attract the best into teaching, and to 
strengthen teacher education. 
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Public Schools 
ofNorth Carolina 

F or immediate release 
December 2, 1996 

(Click here to view chart) 

Reported School Crime and Violence Drops in Six 
High-Incidence Categories ' 

The third annual statewide report on School Violence shows that the number of reported 
incidents decreased in 8 of 13 categories, with marked decreases in four categories. Overall 
reported incidents totaled 8,173 for all grade levels for 1995-96 compared to 8,100 for 
1994-95. 

On a statewide basis 7.152 reportable acts were committed on a per-l ,000 student basis, 
which is equivalent to .71 percent of the year-end reported membership of 1,156,885 
students. 

The greatest decrease shown in the latest report was possessjon of a firearm, which ·has 
declined by more than 50% since 1993-94, which can be attributed to strengthened laws, 
policies and interventions, according to Dennis Stacey, chief of the NC Department of 
Public Instruction's Safe Schools'Team. 

The six high-incidence categories that showed decreases over the previous year are: assault 
resulting in serious injury (313 incidents, down from 569); possession of a firearm (206, . 
down from 305); robbery (195, down from 325); sexual assault (190, down from 319); 
assault with a weapon (161 incidents, down from 241); and sexual offense (146, down from 
168). These decreases mostly occurred at the middle school level. 

The three most frequently occurring acts continue to be possession of a controlled substance, 
possession of a weapon (other than a firearm) and assault on a school employee, which 
together account for 85% of all acts committed, up from 76% the previous year. 

Stacey notes that possession of a controlled substance (2,753 reported incidents) has edged 
out possession of a weapon (2,751) as the act most often reported statewide, and mostly 
because of increases at the high school level. The number of reported assaults on a school 
employee for '95-'96 was 1,443. ' 

The annual report on school violence resulted from the Governor's Task Force on School 
Violence and the Safe Schools Act, passed by the NC General Assembly in 1993. The Safe, 
Schools Act mandates that the State Board of Education issues an annual report, based on 
reports from all school systems of incidents of specified violence/crime on school property. 
This third report marks the first time individual schools reported their data; previously, each 
school district provided only systemwide numbers. 

Schools are required to report incidents of assault resulting in serious personal injury; 
assault (not resulting in serious injury) on school officials, employees and volunteers; armed 
robbery and robbery; assault involving use of a weapon; indecent liberties with a minor; 
kidnapping; possession of a weapon, a firearm or a controlled substance in violation of the 
law; rape; sexual assault; sexual offense; and homicide. The report does not include all 
disruptive, violent or criminal acts. For instance, vandalism and student fights that do not 

3/1 2/975:34 PM 
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involve serious injury are not included. 

"The violence report can help schools plan and direct intervention and prevention efforts 
more effectively," says Stacey, adding that planning for a,safe school should be a part ofthe 
School Improvement Plan now required ofevery school. "This information can also be a 
rallying point for more multi-agency efforts and collaboration in reducing the incidents of 
disruption, crime and violence in schools, and creating schools in which people feel safe and 
secure," 

He warned against comparisons among schools or school districts. itA high number of 
reported incidents, for example, may be indicative of a school or school system that has 
implemented comprehensive security measures, whereas another school or school system 
with a low number of reported incidents may not have implemented such measures and is 
therefore less likely to detect some incidents. Also, interpretation, detection, documentation 
and reporting of specified acts and incidents continue to vary across schools and school 
districts. 

The report also shows statewide arrests increased by 188 over 1994-95 and represents 30% 
of all (8,322) reported student offenders, compared to 26% in 1994-95. 

In a new analysis of 13 more urbanized school districts, these urban districts showed a 
greater average number of all reportable acts (9.45 per 1,000 students) than did non-urban 
districts (6.10 per 1,000 students) Some of the strategies schools reported using to deal with 
curbing school violence are school check-in policies and procedures; educating students to 
combat disputes, crime and violence; cooperation with law enforcement; crisis management 
systems; comprehensive discipline policies and programs; mechanical and human detection 
or surveillance systems; stafftraining; and parent involvement. 

High schools, compared to elementary and middle schools, are more likely to use portable, 
two-way voice communication equipment; patrols by law enforcement and staff; improved 
lighting; school resource officers;: and contact ofparents of students in trouble. 

More common elementary and middle grades strategies include parent involvement in 
school, and educating students to combat disputes, crime and violence. 

(For additional information, contact your local school system, or Dennis Stacey at 
9191715-1632.) 
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m ~a~tewide Number of Reported Acts of School Crime and Violence I 
Incident IReported # of Occurrences 

: 11995-96 1994-95 1993-94 
Possession of substance 2753 2221 1587 

Possession of weapon 
 2660 2302 

Assault on school employee 


12751 
1443 1271 873 


Assault/injury 
 313 569 536 
,ion of firearm 206 305 448 


Robbery 
 195 325 218 

Sexual assault 
 190 319 334 

Assault with weapon 
 161 241 214 

~al offense '1146 
 168 141 

Indecent liberties 
 5 12 20 

Armed robbery 
 6 414 

Rape 
 4112 112 
Kidnapping 4 211 

. Total 8173 8100 6683 
I' 1 

(Back to top of page) 
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Comments to Greg Cook at gcook@dpi.state.nc.us 
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Public Schools 
of North Carolina 

For immediate release 
Nov. 21, 1996 

Dropout rate shows improvement 

The state dropout rate improved slightly this year, resulting in 260 additional students 
remaining in school over last year's numbers, according to the 1995-96 dropout data 
released today. l 

View dropout rates by county. (Note: This is a lengthy document. It could take longer than usual 
to download) 

The 1995-96 dropout rate is 3.73 percent (19,727 students), down from 3.78 percent 
(19,987 students) in 1994-95. 

Deputy State Superintendent Richard Thompson said that while he is pleased that the 
number decreased from last year, local and state educators are concerned about the 
futures for any students who fail to get a high school education. . 

The dropout numbers are for grades 7-12 in the public schools. These numbers are based 
on the calculation method required by the National Center for Education Statistics. This 
method contains some duplications because students may be counted more than once if 
they drop out, return to school and drop out a second time. 

There is no state-to-state comparison of dropout rates in the United States. 

Major reasons school systems report that students drop out are: attendance-related 
reasons (family, work, etc.); choice of work over school; and academic problems. 

Local dropout prevention coordinators are working with teachers, principals, counselors, 
and others to develop and improve programs aimed at high-risk students. Efforts include 
addressing substance abuse, involving parents, integrating counseling into the 
curriculum, scheduling classes to meet the needs of working students, referring students 
to community agencies for assistance, and offering health clinics. 

For more information, contact Effective Practices Section at 9191715-1972, 715-1733, or 
715-1686. ' 

- Home - State Board - General Assembly - Department 

- Resources - Refonn - Local Systems - Publications 

Comments to Greg Cook at gcook@dpLstate.nc.us 
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What is 
NAEP? 

1996 NA'EP Mathematics 

Report for North Carolina 


Grades 4 and 8 

Adapted from the NAEP 1996 Mathematics Report Card 

For the Nation and the States' 

• 	 The National, Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is a 
congressionally mandated survey of the educational ac.hievement 
of American students. Since 1969, NAEP has conducted periodic 
assessments in reading, mathematics, science, writing, history, 
geography, and other fields. 

• 	 In 1990, NAEP began a voluntary state-by-state assessment 
program with eighth grade mathematics. The 1996 NAEP 
mathematics assessments in grades 4 and 8 continue the state­
level components conducted in 1990- (grade 8 only) and 1992 
(grades 4 and 8). In 1994, fourth-grade reading also was assessed 
on a state-by-state basis. 

• 	 In 1996, 43 states (including North Carolina), along with Guam, 
the District of Columbia, and two special Defense Department 

,school groupings participated 	in the state~by-state assessment 
programjn:grade 4 mathematics: In grade 8, 40 states (including 
North Carolina), Guam, the District of Columbia, and two special 
Defense Department schools participated in the state-by-state 
assessmen( program of mathematics. North 'Carolina, believing' 
in the importance of comparing its students' performance to 
national standards, has participated in all NAEP state-by-state 
assessments. 

• 	 In addition, in order to continue its trend line in eighth-grade 
mathematic~, North Carolina conducted a special study of eighth 
graders in 1994 to link mathematics performance on· the North 
Carolina End-of-Grade Tests in Mathematics in grade 8 to the 
NAEP mathematics assessment. Results of that study, which 
project LEA performance on the NAEP scale were shared with 
the State Board of Education in 1995 and 1996 and will continue 
to be shared annually. 

• 	 Although NAEP traditionally assesses the performance of both 
public and nonpublic school 'students, this report focuses on the 
performance of public school students only. 

1 



NAEP 
Mathematics 
Assessments 
at Grades 4 
and 8 

Reporting of 
NAEP 
Mathematics 
Assessments 

• 	 The NAEP 1996 mathematics assessment, like previous 
mathematics assessments in 1992 and 1990, uses the framework 
influenced by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

. (NCTM) 	 Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School 
Mathematics. The 1996 framework was updated to more 
adequately reflect recent curricular emphases and objectives. 

• 	 The framework measures a mathematics domain containing five 
mathematics strands (number sense, properties, and operations; 
measurement; geometry and spatial sense; data analysis, 
statistics, andprobability; and algebra and functions). 

• 	 In addition to the five content strands, the assessment examined 
mathematical . abilities (conceptual understanding, procedural 
knowledge, and problem solving) and mathematical power 
(reasoning, connections, and communication). Recent NAEP 
assessments in mathematics have placed increasing emphasis on 
mathematical power. The 1996 assessment deliberately focused 
on reasoning and communication by requiring students to 
connect their learning across mathematical strands. 

• 	 The assessments consist of both multiple-choice and constructed­
response (both short and extended answers) questions. 

Performance is reported on a proficiency scale and by national 
achievement levels. 

• 	 The proficiency scale ranges from· 0 to 500 and measures 
performance across the fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades. 

• The mathematics achievement levels, developed and adopted by 
the National Assessment Governing Board, categorize 
performance as Basic (partial mastery of knowledge and skills 
that are fundamental for proficient work at grade level), 
Proficient (solid performance on challenging subject matter and 

< well prepared for the next grade), or Advanced (superior 
performance). 

• 	 . The achievement levels are based on the collective judgments, . 
gathered from a broadly representative panel of teachers, 
education specialists, and members of the general public, about 
what students should know and be able to do relative to the body 
of content reflected in the NAEP mathematics framework. 

2 
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Mathematics • 	 In 1989, the State Board of Education adopted a revised Standard 
Course of Study in mathematics for grades K-8. The revised Assessment 
curriculum, developed by the North Carolina Department ofin North Public Instruction in collaboration with educators from across the 

i. 	 Carolina state, is based on national curriculum standards (NCTM) and is 
aligned V{it~ the NAEP mathematics framework. 

• 	 Beginning in 1992-93, the North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests 
were implemented i~ grades 3 through 8. These tests measure 
the mathematics domain from the 1989 curriculum. Like NAEP, 
the end-of grade tests in mathematics assess the curriculum in 
light of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM) Standards. 

• 	 The North· Carolina End-of.;.Grade Tests in Mathematics provide 
a measurement experience that requires students to apply what 
they know and are able to do related to the activity-oriented' 
revised mathematics curriculum. Mathematics assessment in 
North Carolina, like the curriculum, emphasizes seven strands in 
grades 3 through 8: numeration, geometry, patterns and pre­
algebra, measurement, problem-solving and mathematical 
reasoning, probability and statistics, and computation. A, variety 
of assessment strategies are used to measure the seven strands. 

-. • 	 In 1996, North Carolina- students in grades 4 and 8 have several 
advantages over stUdents who were tested in 1992:' 

1. 	 multiple years .of instruction using the revised mathematics 
curriculum- which focuses on higher order thinking skills 
and problem solving; 

2. 	 multiple years of taking the North Carolina assessments 
which measure curriculum implementation in mathematics 
and use a variety of strategies to assess what students know 
and are able to do; ,and 

3. 	 teachers who are more familiar with the revised curriculum 
and assessment instruments and have adjusted their 
instructional strategies to reflect a focus on problem solving 

, and higher order thinking skills with a greater emphasis on 
students demonstrating what they know and are able to do. 

• 	 The curriculum and assessment package in mathematics in grades 
3 through 8 provides for a rigorous academic experience in 
mathematics for North Carolina students. ' 

3 



. Performance 
of North 
Carolina 
Students on 
NAEP 
Grade 4 
Mathematics 

~ 	 North Carolina's performance in 1996 was above that of the nation 
and the Southeast in mathematics at the fourth grade. The average 
performance of North Carolina students in fourth grade 
mathematics in 1996 exceeded the average performance of 
students in the nation on the NAEP assessment for the first time. 
North Carolina students achieved an average scale score of 224 on the 
fourth grade NAEP assessment in mathematics compared to a national 
score of 222 for public schools in 1996. 

• 	 From 1992 to 1996, there was an increase in the average scale score of 
students in mathematics at the fourth grade in North Carolina and the 
nation. The increase for North Carolina was larger than the increase 
for the nation. In fact, North Carolina was one of two states (Texas is 

. the other) that tied for having the largest increase (11 points) in . 
student performance in mathematics on the fourth grade 1996 NAEP 
assessment. . 

• 	 North Carolina's average scale score on the fourth grade NAEP 
mathematics assessment increased from 213 in 1992 to 224 in 1996. 
This compares to a performance of 219 by the nation in 1992 and 222 
in 1996.< North Carolina's average score increased 11 scale score 
points compared to an increase of only four-points (from 1996 NAEP 
Report-subtraction off due to rounding) for the nation. The average 
scale score for the Southeast in 1996 increased from 210 in 1992 to 
216 in 1996, an increase of 6 scale score points. 

• 	 Of the 47 jurisdictions participating in the NAEP assessment in 
mathematics in the fourth grade, North Carolina scored as well or 
better than 27 of them (a rank of 20 from the top). 

• 	 The performance of North Carolina students in fourth grade 
mathematics by achievement levels also showed an increase. In 1996, 
21 percent of fouith graders scored at or above the Proficient level, an 
increase of 8 percentage points from the 1992 (13 percent) 
performance. The percent at or above Basic increased from 50 to 64 
percent. Nationwide in 1996, 20 percent of the students scored at or 
above the Proficient level, while 62 percent of the students scored at 

. or above the Basic leveL 

• 	 North Carolina was one of seven states (Colorado, Connecticut, 
. Indiana, 	 Tennessee,· Texas, and West Virginia were the others) 
showing increases in the percentages of fourth graders who scored at 
or above the Basic and Proficient achievement levels over the period 
1992 to 1996. 

• 	 These results parallel the increases in average student performance in 
mathematics observed in the results from the 1995-96 administration . 
of the North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests in mathematics at grade 4. 

4 



Performance -Gender. On the average, male students scored slightly higher than 
female students at the mitional level. In North Carolina, on theof­
average; male and female students achieved the same scale score. 

Subgroup$ at The average score for North Carolina males was equal to the 
Grade 4 national average while' the score for females was higher, than the 

national average. 

-Race!Ethnicity. The average performance of White students in 
North Carolina is higher on the NAEP assessment than the 
performance of Bhick and Hispanic students. (Sample sizes for 
other ethnic' groups were insufficient to make reliable estimates 
regarding student performance.) On the average, Black and 
Hispanic stuqents as well as White students, scored higher than their 
counterparts ~t the national level. 

, ,-Parents' Education Level. In general, increasing levels of parental 
education. are associated with higher average mathematics 
performance, in North Carolina and the nation. Except in the 
category of ,Parents Graduated from High School, where the 
average performance of North Carolina's students is equal to their 
counterparts in the nation, the average performance of all other 
categories ojParents , Education Levels for North Carolina students 
exceeded that of their counterparts at the national level. 

Performance -Gender. On the average, male students scored slightly lower than 
female students at the' national level. In North Carolina, on the of 
average, males scored higher than females. Males in North Carolina 

Subgroups at scored as wel~ as their national counterparts, while females in North 
Grade 8 Carolina scored less than their national counterparts. 

-RacelEthnicitY. The average performance of White students in 
North Carolina is higher on the NAEP assessment than the 
performance of Black and Hispanic students. (Sample sizes for 
other ethnic groups were insufficient to make reliable estimates 
regarding student performance.) On the average, White students in 
North Carolina scored less than their counterparts at the national 
level while Black and Hispanic students scored higher than their 
counterparts at the national level. 

-Parents' Education Level. Increasing levels of parental education 
are associated with higher aver~ge mathematics performance in 
North Carolina and the nation. The average performance of North 

, 	 Carolina's stuq.ents at all categories of parents' education levels was 
less than that of their counterparts at the national level. 

" 
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Performance 
of North' 
Carolina 
Students on 
NAEP Grade 8 
Mathematics 

. ­
•. 	. While North Carolina's eighth grade scores in mathematics in 

1996 were· below the national average, they still show a nine­
point gain from 1992 and are up 17 points from 1990 (from the 
1996 NAEP Report--points depicting gains may differ slightly 
due to rounding of scores). The 17-point gain since 1990 was the 
highest in the nation. Michigan and Texas followed with a 12­
point gain. The nine-point increase over 1992 was the second­
highest in the nation. Only Michigan, with a lO-point gain since 
1992, showed higher gains. 

• 	 North Carolina students achieved an average score of 268 in 1996 
in grade 8 mathematics, compared to 258 in 1992 and 250 in 
1990. This compares to an increase from' 267 in the nation in 
1992 to 271 in 1996. 

• 	 ,Of the 44 jurisdictions (including 40 states) participating in the 
NAEP assessment in'mathematics in the eighth grade in 1996, 
North Carolina students outpaced or equaled 17 of them, with a 
rank of 28 from the top. 

• 	 North Carolina's pei'formance in eighth grade mathematics by 
achievement levels also showed an increase. In 1996, 20 percent 
of eighth graders scored at or above the Proficient level, . an 
increase of 8 percentage points from the 1992 (12 percent) and 
11 percentage points from the 1990 (9 percent) performance. 
The percent .at or above Basic increased from 38 percent in 1990 
to 47 percent in 1992, to 56 percent in 1996. Nationwide in 

. -1996,23 percent of the students scored at or above the Proficient 
level, while 61 percent of the students scored at or above the 
Basic level at grade 8. 

• 	. North Carolina was one of six states (Maryland, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wisconsin were the others) showing 
increases in the percentage of eighth graders who scored at or 

. above all three achievement levels over the period 1990 to 1996. 

• 	 These' results parallel the increases in average student 
performance in mathematics observed in the results from the 
1995-96 administration of the North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests 
in mathematics at grade 8. 
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NAEP 1996 Mathematics Sample
Figure 1.7 

Questions for Grade 4 

\ .. 

• 

.,' 

N stands ror the number of stamps John had. He gave 12 stamps to his sister. 
Which expression tells how many stamps John has now? ' 

o N+12 

® 

® 

@) 

N-12 

12-N 

,12xN 

The correct answer is B. 

This multiple,..choice question measures algebra and functions. 

Grade 4 PERCENTAGE "CORRECT" WITHIN ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL INTERVALS 

Overall 
Percentage Correct. 

Below Basic 
213 and below* 

Basic 
214 to 248* 

Proficient I Advanced 
249 to 281 * 282 and above* 

67 44 73 90 I *** 

., NAEP mathematics' c:omposite sc:ale ran,,§e ; 
.,., "Sample size insuffic:ient, to permit reliable estimates' 

'Ms. Hernandez formed teams of 8 students each from the 34 students in 
her class. She formed as many teams as possible, and the students left over 
were substitutes. How many students were substitutes? 
Answer: ____________________________ ___ 

The correct answer is 2. 

This short constructed-response question measures number sense, properties, and operations. 
Students' responses were scored correct or incorrect. 

, ) 

Grade 4 PERCENTAGE "CORRECT" WITHIN ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL INTERVALS 
I 

Overall Below Basic Basic Proficient I 
Advanced 

Percentage Correct 213 and below* 214 to 248* 249 to 281 * 282 and above* 
• 

39 5 42 86 I 
*** 

• NAEP mathematic:s composite scale range ' 
•••Sample size insuffic:ient to permit reliable estimates 

7 From NAEP 1996 Mr:uherrw.tics Report Card 



NAEP 1996 Mathematics Sample
Figure 1.8 Questions for Grade 8 

A car odometer registered 41,256.9 miles when a'highway sign 
warned of a detour 1,200 feet ahead. What will the odometer read 
when the car reaches the detour? 

0 42,456.9 

® 41,279.9 

® 41,261.3 

@ 41,259.2 

CD 41,257.1 

, The correct answer is E. 
This multiple-choice question measures the measurement strand. 

Grucle8 PERCENTAGE I'CORRECT" WITHIN ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL INTERVALS 

Overall Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced 
Percentage Correct 261 and below* 262 to 298* 299 to 332* 333 and above* 

26 11 25 SO I 70 

• NAEP mathematic:s c:omposite scale range 

,~ 

8 From NAEP 1996 Mathematics Report. Card 
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NAEP Grade 4 Mathematics Proficiency for Public School Students 

\. 

250~------------------~----~--------------~------------------~ 

Nation North Carolina Southeast 

Connecticut, New Jersey 
Nebraska 

Utah, Wyoming. 
Pennsylvania 

Missouri 
Colorado. Indiana. Virginia 

Michigan 
New York, Nation' 

Texas, Maryland, Delaware 
Arizona, 

Florida. Kentucky, Rhode Island, West Virginia Georgia 
Hawaii· 

New Mexico. North Carolina 
South Carolina 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

Dislrict of Columbia, Guam 

Wisconsin. North Dakota 

lndiana. Iowa. Massacbuseus. Texas 
Nebraska, Montana 
New Jersey, Utah 
Michigan. Pennsylvania, Colorado 
Washington, Vermont, Missouri 
North Carolina. DDESS. Alaska 
Oregon, West Virginia: DoDDS. Wyoming, Virginia. New York' 

Nation 
Maryland 
Rhode Island, Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Nevada., Arizona 
Arkansas. Florida 
Georgia, Delaware, Hawaii 
New Mexico 
South Carolina 

DDESS: Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools 

DoDDS: Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas) 

SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) 1992 and 1996 

Mathematics Assessments. ' 
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NAEP Mathematics Assessment: Overall Proficiency in Grade 4 


North Carolina 1996 

North Carolina 1992 

. <, 


i~ . 

Indiana Iowa Massachusetts Texas 
Nebraska Montana 
New Jersey Utah 
Michigan Pennsylvania Colorado 
Washington Vennont Missouri 
DDESS Alaska 
Oregon .W. Virginia DoDDS Wyoming Virginia New York 
NATION 
Maryland 
Rhode Island Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Nevada Arizona 

Arkansas Florida 
Georgia Delaware Hawaii 
New Mexico 
South Carolina 
Alabama 

.~ '., 

Louisiana 

DDESS: Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools 

DoDDS: Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas) 

SOURCE: National Center for Education Statisitics, National Assessment 9f Educational Progress (NAEP) 1992 and 1996 Mathematics 

Assessments '. 
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NAEP Grade 8 Mathematics Proficiency for Public School Students 

300 


250 


200 


150 


100 

I-" 
I-" 

50 


254 
271 268 259262 

Oy I<X 

1990 1992 1990 1992 1996 1992 

Nation North Carolina: Southeast 

SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) 1990, 1992, and 1996 


Mathematics Assessments. 




NAEP Mathematics Assessment: 


. North Carolina 1996 

. North Carolina 1992 

North Carolina 1990 

Overall Proficiency in Grade 8 

Iowa 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

Alaska Massachusetts 

Michigan Utah 

Oregon Washington Colorado Indiana 

DoDDS Wyoming 


NATION 
New York Texas Virginia Maryland 

DDESS Rhode Island 

Arizona 

Delaware Kentucky 


West Virginia 
Florida 

. Tennessee California 
Hawaii New Mexico Arkansas 

Carolina 

District of .Columbia . 

DDESS: Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools 

DoDDS: Departinent of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas) 

SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 1992 and 1996 Mathematics 

Assessments· 
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BOB ETHERIDGE 
2D DISTRICT. Noftl'loj CNlOI.lNA 

~ongrt5'5' of tbt ~nittb ~tatt5' 
1!}ouse of lRepresentattbes 
.asf)ington. 1)(( 20515-3302 

Let's 

"GiJ!e Teachers a Break" 


In Washington these days, there is a lot of talk on both sides about the importance 
of education. Both the President and Members of Congress now realize the important 
role education plays in our country. 

As the former two-term North Carolina Superintendent ofPublic Instruction, I 
know tha~ when it comes to education, talk is cheap. 

That's why I started my program called "Give Teachers a Break." For one hour on 
February 20, 1997, I taught a politics and government class at Lee County High School in 
Sanford, North Carolina. This program is designed to give teachers a break for a change, 
and let students learn directly from their Congressional Representative. 

Most importantly, it puts us in the classroom. 

Ifwe are to substantially improve education in this country, and enable each child 
to live· up to his or her God given abilities, then we -- Congress -- must understand how 
education really works. To do that, we must be in the classroom to learn what our 
teachers confront each and every day, and to look into the,faces of the leaders of 
tomorrow for a reminder ofwhat is at stake. 

By talking with stUdents and teaching in a classroom, Members of Congress can 
learn a little more about education. I know the time I have spent in the classroom has 
helped me understand better the enormous responsibility our teachers have. 

I hope others Members of Congress will join me in doing this in their districts. 
Talking the talk on education is the easy part. I hope my colleagues will join me in 
walking the walk and "Give Teachers a Break." 

PA'N~EO 'IN RECYCLED PAPER 
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THE DAII.Y SOUTHERNER, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25. 1011 

~[~ _Ed............ i;to_'r_ia_I-----,1 
Back to school, 

North Carolina Congressman Bob Etheridge has come Up 
with an excellent proposal to have his colleagues from Capitol 
HiIJ give a small amount of time to schools within their dis­
lricts, actually lecturing in classrooms twice a year. 

Too oftell. young Americans feel removed from and alienat­
ed by the American political process. It seems to be an old 
man'... game in which their voices do not maHer. II also seems 
distant and hard to understand. Having congressmen visit c1us... ­
rOQm!-i regularly should invoke a new sense of relevancy, restore 
a degree of confidence. and enlarge rhe chances of compre­
hending our government for these students. 

In ibe past, srudents have only golten to see most of their 

congressmen during ejection years. Having them visit regulurly 

will hopefully remove our c1as.mJOms from status as mere po­

litical tools to lure parents' votes. 


There are obvious objections to the proposal. We might want 
a stand-up fellow like Etheridge in our schools hut there are 
quilc a few ruscals in Washington - from hoth parties - who 
have hardly set the kind of example for behavior tl1:11 we would 
like our ch.ildren· (0 follow. Well. that's easy enough to fix next 
lime we visit rhe hal/ot box. 

For the democratic fabric of our spruwling republic to remain 
vital. we must find ways to im;reasc the connections between 
our representatives in Washington and our communities. 
Etheridge's proposal is a step in the right direction, and one (hat 
won't cost il whole lot of money. -FDT 
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THE DAILY. SQ""THERNEA. MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1997 

By HEATHER GARDNER 
STAFF WRITER 

SANFORD - Congressman 
Boh Etheridge went back (0 school 
on Thursday. 

The congressman, whose di.~· 
triet includes part of Edgecombe 
Count\·, would like to ~e olhe~ 
from Capitol Hill follow hi., lead in 

education on the fronl-

Etheridge announced his plan 
enlitled "Give Teachers A Break" 
which encourages members of 
Congress (rom across the nation to 
take one hour. twice a vear, to leach 
a class in a school in their district. 

Setting an example for how the 
program would work, Etheridge 
substituled for Nancy Cope, I..c:e 
COUnlJt Senior High School hislory 
teacher and chairperson of thc so­
cial studies department. and gov­
ernment teacher Dr. Lynda Wih· 
stead. 

Clutching a few sheets of paper 
as he walked up to the podium in a 
Lee County Senior High School 
classroom, he put on his reading 
glasses and quizzed the audiencc 
about presidential events through­
out hi~tory. 

"Do you know who the tallest 

Congressmen in classrooms proposed 


P1\ctrJ lI'f HeIIIIIIr c..dMt 

Congressman Bob Etheridge, lett, talks to a Lee County Senior 
High School student. on Thursday before the representative 
taught a class. 

Presidenl was:- Etheridge asked 
the group. 

Several answcr.~ were called oul 
by students. 

"il was ..\hrab;Ull Lim:l1ln. Snrne 
pcnp!c said he ·....as SI\-l'cC'1 "i:\­
inches tall. hut he W'-l~ acllJillI~' ~ix-
feet four-in..:ltcs \all." . 

Other governmcntal trivia, 
..... I-lich came fmm (h~~ Congrc,,~jon· 
a! Rc~can.:h Olficc illdodcd: 

• Shortest i'resident James 
Madison at five·fcct four-inchc!> 

• Last Pre!'.ident no III go 10 col­
lege - Harry TrulnJn 

• Onl" Prc~jdcnt I(J have hi:en 
di\'orcctl' and scr\· ...d a" PreSident 
- Ronald Rcag;ln 

• Average :lgc or current LS. 
Congressmen -- SR )'C:IJli 

• }\vcragc h;IWfC I'm t:.S. Senate 
- Jess than (W{' tcrm~. or IU years 

• To be a member \,1' the House 
of Rcprcscntati,,·c$. a person must 
be;}1 Icasl ::m yC'afS tlf age. 

• Oldest Scnat()( Stmm 'Thur­
mond.94 ycar.s of age 

"Appro.'\irnately S4 perce-Ilt of 
House memhers arc rtlarried. and 
R6 percent have chddren," he said. 
"That's why it's so importanl for 

See ETHERIDGE, ·page 5 
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Etheridge-
CODtinued from tront page 

members of Congress to accept my 
challenge to teach class. Irs hard 

work, and it's not easy becallse it 
takes a rot of preparation. I always 
say opportunity is. so important to 
everyone, but if you don't take ad­
vantage of it, then you weren't pre­
pared-" 

The Congressman then dis­
cussed the 100year struggle 10 build 
the Panama Cana.!. 

"Se!, the Panama Canal was a 
mere cut in the earth, but it opened 
up I world of possibili ties," he said. 
'''That's what education can do." 

Etheridg~ said he wants to en­
courage members of Congress not 
to just visit classes, [hat's not good 
enough. 

"In Washington. D.C.• we al­
ways talk: about pUlling education 

- first," he said. "'This program puts 
Congress in the dass.room. gives 
teacbes a recess and exposes stu­
dents to how government works." 

Government officials need to do 
set a rigorous national goal regard­
ing education, attract talented 
teachers and hold them, and get 
parents involved in their child's ed­

ueation. he said. -- . - ---- _.. --yolVeOiii"OOIIeattOn-tike ·a-teae:hei.,. 
''The (US,) government cares 

about its military, hut the mind is as 
important as national ddense," 
Etheridge said. "We're off on the 
right track. but I plan to go to Wash­
ington and announce this program 
to other represenlalives on the 
Hoose Ooar." 

In JUS! a few days of spreading 
the word of his program, Etheridge 
said he was only able to contact a 
few members of Congress, but that 
they supported it. The representa­
tives span Green Bay, Wisconsin; 
New Jersey; Texas; Iowa; and N.C. 

After the lesson, Cope said she 
couldn't gi\'e Etheridge an accurate 
teacher evaluation bocausc he is a 
prominent governmental figure. 

"He has a credibility that can 
hold the sludenlS' attention," she 
said. "I couldn't do thaI. I would 
need to do some transitioning. I 
think it went really well. In fact, 
some students skipped their math 
classes in order to see hi m, Our 
class has members of student gov­
ernment, and some of them rnay as­
pire 10 be like him when they get 
older. It's really good 10 see that 
someone, who is nOI directly in· 

can step into a classroom and say 
education is important." 

"I'm really honored thaI he 
chose our school to kickoff his edu­
cation initiative," Principal Bob 
Gilmore said. "He's not new to the 
area because this was his district 
when he was the head of the state 
Department of Public Instruction. 
He's like a friend or neighbor. It's 
nol often that students have the 0p­
portunity to see a Congressman 
teach class. 

"I think irs really importanl that 
people in government get out to the 
schools 10 see fi~l·hand what's go­
ing on there," he added. "'This is an 
exciting opportunity for students 
and teachers because they are able 
to ask questions of the government 
representative, Pius, it teachQ the 
students that people who worle in 
government are accessible, and it 
teaches them to associate a face 
with a name." 

Lee County Senior High School 
is a 300,OOO-fool school which has 
8. Large student population of 2.294­
pupils, Gilmore said. 
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=Etheridge gives 

teachers break 

o U.S. representative from 
Lillington pioneers program 
to put congressmen into 
classrooms to help teachers 
and bring government and 
education to.gether. 

By ..JERRY LANKFORD 

Herald Stall Writer. 

U.S. REP. Bob Etheridge talks with students at lee County Senior High School today. 
He is challenging congressmen across the nation to spend time in classrooms to give 
teachers a break and to bring governmfmt to the young people. 0 H.r.ldp~oto-OlanaB.r'9t1. 

~elissa Schonder got a rare 
privilege on her first day at Lee 
Senior High SchooL She was in­
troduced to her classmates by a 
congressman. 

U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge of the 
2nd District "taught" 
Schonder's history class this 
morning. This was part of his 

"Give Teachers a Break" plan. 
The program is an effort by the 
fonner North Carolina superin­
tendent of public instruction to 
get congressmen more involved 
in education. It will also give 
representatives a chance to 
learn what teachers face every 
day, Etheridge said. 

The program challenges rep­
resentatives to spend two hours 
per year in a classroom. 

"In Washington, all of us are 
talking about putting education 
first," Etheridge said. "~y 
'Give Teachers a Break' pro­
gram puts Congress in the class­
room, gives teachers a recess 
and exposes stUdents to how gov­

o See ETHERIDGE on 12A 
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Etheridge 
o FROM PAGE lA 

ernment works." . 
Eight members of Congress 

have agreed to participate in the 
program, he said. 

Etheridge chatted with stu­
dents in Nancy Cope's history 
class before starting his lesson. 

Etheridge, of Lillington, intra­

duced himself to Schonder, whb 
had recently moved here from. 
Lakenheath Air Force Base m 
England. ": 

The representative called 
class to order and directed a bar­
rage of historical trivia ques­
tions to students. By the time the 
third-period bell rang, the ju­
niors and seniors had learned 
that: 

• Abraham Lincoln was the 
tallest president, standing 6-4, 
and that James Madison was the 
shortest at 5-4; 

• Jimmy Carter was the first 

president to be born in a hospi­

tal', . 


• Harry Truman was the last 

preSident who did not attend col­
lege; .: 


• Ronald Reagan was the 

only divorced president; .\ 


• James Buchanan -was tne 
only president who wasn't mar­
ried. 1 

Etheridge also talked about 
the average age of House mem­
bers (52) and senators (58). He 
said the average tenure in the 
current House is 12 years and 10 
years in the Senate. ­

Cope stayedat the back of the 
room, relaxed and smiling as 
Etheridge. talked with her stu­
dents. 
. He also planned to teach Lyda . 
Winstead's government class 
'this morriing. 	"I think congresS­
men need some interaction with 
young people," Winstead safP, 
adding that House l!Iembers who 
participate in the program 
"won't get a real, every-day 
picture" of what goes on in the 
classroom, "but it will be better 
than never entering a class­
room." 

(Reporter Tom Fowler con­
tributed to this story.) 





1996 NAEP Mathematics 
Report for North Carolina 

Grades 4 and 8 
Adapted from the NAEP 1996 Mathematics Report Card 

For the Nation and the States 

What is 
NAEP? 

• The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is a 
congressionally mandated survey of the educational achievement 
of American students. Since 1969, NAEP has conducted periodic 
assessments in reading, mathematics, science, writing, history, 
geography, and other fields. 

• In 1990, NAEP began a voluntary state-by-state assessment 
program with eighth grade mathematics. The 1996 NAEP 
mathematics assessments in grades 4 and 8 continue the state­
level components conducted in 1990 (grade 8 only) and 1992 
(grades 4 and 8). In 1994, fourth-grade reading also was assessed 
on a state-by-state basis. 

• In 1996, 43 states (including North Carolina), along with Guam, 
the District of Columbia, and two special Defense Department 
school groupings participated in the state-by-state assessment 
program in grade 4 mathematics. In grade 8, 40 states (including 
North Carolina), Guam, the District of Columbia, and two special 
Defense Department schools participated in the state-by-state 
assessment program of mathematics. North Carolina, believing 
in the importance of comparing its students' perfonnance to 
national standards, has participated in all NAEP state-by-state 
assessments. 

• In addition, in order to continue its trend line in eighth-grade 
mathematics, North Carolina conducted a special study of eighth 
graders in 1994 to link mathematics perfonnance on the North 
Carolina End-of-Grade Tests in Mathematics in grade 8 to the 
NAEP mathematics assessment. Results of that study, which 
project LEA perfonnance on the NAEP scale were shared with 
the State Board of Education in 1995 and 1996 and will continue 
to be shared annually. 

• Although NAEP traditionally assesses the perfonnance of both 
public and nonpublic school students, this report focuses on the 
performance of public school students only. 



NAEP • 	 The NAEP 1996 mathematics assessment, like previous 
mathematics assessments in 1992 and 1990, uses the framework Mathematics 
influenced by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics Assessments (NCTM) Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School 

at Grades 4 Mathematics. The 1996 framework was updated to more 
and 8 adequately reflect recent curricular emphases and objectives. 

• 	 The framework measures a mathematics domain containing five 
mathematics strands (number sense, properties, and operations; 
measurement; geometry and spatial sense; data analysis, 
statistics, and probability; and algebra and functions). 

• 	 In addition to the five content strands, the assessment examined 
mathematical abilities (conceptual understanding, procedural 
knowledge, and problem solving) and mathematical power 
(reasoning, connections, and communication). Recent NAEP 
assessments in mathematics have placed increasing emphasis on 
mathematical power. The 1996 assessment deliberately focused 
on reasoning and communication by requiring students to 
connect their learning across mathematical strands. 

• 	 The assessments consist of both multiple-choice and constructed­
response (both short and extended answers) questions. 

Performance is reported on a proficiency scale and by national 
Reporting of achievement levels. 
NAEP 
Mathematics • 	 The proficiency scale ranges from 0 to 500 and measures 

performance across the fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades. Assessments 

• 	 The mathematics achievement levels, developed and adopted by 
the National Assessment Governing Board, categorize 
performance as Basic (partial mastery of knowledge and skills 
that are fundamental for proficient work at grade level), 
Proficient (solid performance on challenging subject matter and 
well prepared for the next grade), or Advanced (superior 
performance). 

• 	 The achievement levels are based on the collective judgments, 
gathered from a broadly representative panel of teachers, 
education specialists, and members of the general public, about 
what students should know and be able to do relative to the body 
of content reflected in the NAEP mathematics framework. 

2 



Mathematics 
Assessment 
in North 
Carolina 

• 	 In 1989, the State Board of Education adopted a revised Standard 
Course of Study in mathematics for grades K-8. The revised 
curriculum, developed by the North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction in collaboration with educators from across the 
state, is based on national curriculum standards (NCTM) and is 
aligned with the NAEP mathematics framework. 

• 	 Beginning in 1992-93, the North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests 
were implemented in grades 3 through 8. These tests measure 
the mathematics domain from the 1989 curriculum. Like NAEP, 
the end-of grade tests in mathematics assess the curriculum in 
light of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM) Standards. 

• 	 The North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests in Mathematics provide 
a measurement experience that requires students to apply what 
they know and are able to do related to the activity-oriented 
revised mathematics curriculum. Mathematics assessment in 
North Carolina, like the curriculum, emphasizes seven strands in 
grades 3 through 8: numeration, geometry, patterns and pre­
algebra, measurement, problem-solving and mathematical 
reasoning, probability and statistics, and computation. A variety 
of assessment strategies are used to measure the seven strands. 

• 	 In 1996, North Carolina students in grades 4 and 8 have several 
advantages over students who were tested in 1992: 

1. 	 multiple years of instruction using the revised mathematics 
curriculum which focuses on higher order thinking skills 
and problem solving; 

2. 	 mUltiple years of taking the North Carolina assessments 
which measure curriculum implementation in mathematics 
and use a variety of strategies to assess what students know 
and are able to do; and 

3. 	 teachers who are more familiar with the revised curriculum 
and assessment instruments and have adjusted their 
instructional strategies to reflect a focus on problem solving 
and higher order thinking skills with a greater emphasis on 
students demonstrating what they know and are able to do. 

• 	 The curriculum and assessment package in mathematics in grades 
3 through 8 provides for a rigorous academic experience in 
mathematics for North Carolina students. 
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Performance 
of North 
Carolina 
Students on 
NAEP 
Grade 4 
Mathematics 

• 	 North Carolina's perfonnance in 1996 was above that of the nation 
and the Southeast in mathematics at the fourth grade. The average 
performance of North Carolina students in fourth grade 
mathematics in 1996 exceeded the average performance of 
students in the nation on the NAEP assessment for the first time. 
North Carolina students achieved an average scale score of 224 on the 
fourth grade NAEP assessment in mathematics compared to a national 
score of 222 for public schools in 1996. 

• 	 From 1992 to 1996, there was an increase in the average scale score of 
students in mathematics at the fourth grade in North Carolina and the 
nation. The increase for North Carolina was larger than the increase 
for the nation. In fact, North Carolina was one of two states (Texas is 
the other) that tied for having the largest increase (11 points) in 
student perfonnance in mathematics on the fourth grade 1996 NAEP 
assessment. 

• 	 North Carolina's average scale score on the fourth grade NAEP 
mathematics assessment increased from 213 in 1992 to 224 in 1996. 
This compares to a perfonnance of 219 by the nation in 1992 and 222 
in 1996. North Carolina's average score increased 11 scale score 
points compared to an increase of only four-points (from 1996 NAEP 
Report-subtraction off due to rounding) for the nation. The average 
scale score for the Southeast in 1996 increased from 210 in 1992 to 
216 in 1996, an increase of 6 scale score points. 

• 	 Of the 47 jurisdictions participating in the NAEP assessment in 
mathematics in the fourth grade, North Carolina scored as well or 
better than 27 of them (a rank of 20 from the top). 

• 	 The perfonnance of North Carolina students in fourth grade 
mathematics by achievement levels also showed an increase. In 1996, 
21 percent of fourth graders scored at or above the Proficient level, an 
increase of 8 percentage points from the 1992 (13 percent) 
perfonnance. The percent at or above Basic increased from 50 to 64 
percent. Nationwide in 1996, 20 percent of the students scored at or 
above the Proficient level, while 62 percent of the students scored at 
or above the Basic level. 

• 	 North Carolina was one of seven states (Colorado, Connecticut, 
Indiana, Tennessee, Texas, and West Virginia were the others) 
showing increases in the percentages of fourth graders who scored at 
or above the Basic and Proficient achievement levels over the period 
1992 to 1996. 

• 	 These results parallel the increases in average student perfonnance in 
mathematics observed in the results from the 1995-96 administration 
of the North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests in mathematics at grade 4. 
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Performance 
of 
Subgroups at 
Grade 4 

Performance 
of 
Subgroups at 
Grade 8 

-Gender. On the average, male students scored slightly higher than 
female students at the national level. In North Carolina, on the 
average, male and female students achieved the same scale score. 
The average score for North Carolina males was equal to the 
national average while the score for females was higher than the 
national average. 

-RacelEthnicity. The average perfonnance of White students in 
North Carolina is higher on the NAEP assessment than the 
perfonnance of Black and Hispanic students. (Sample sizes for 
other ethnic groups were insufficient to make reliable estimates 
regarding student perfonnance.) On the average, Black and 
Hispanic students as well as White students, scored higher than their 
counterparts at the national level. 

-Parents' Education Level. In general, increasing levels of parental 
education are associated with higher average mathematics 
perfonnance in North Carolina and the nation. Except in the 
category of Parents Graduated from High School, where the 
average perfonnance of North Carolina's students is equal to their 
counterparts in the nation, the average perfonnance of all other 
categories of Parents' Education Levels for North Carolina students 
exceeded that of their counterparts at the national level. 

-Gender. On the average, male students scored slightly lower than 
female students at the national level. In North Carolina, on the 
average, males scored higher than females. Males in North Carolina 
scored as well as their national counterparts, while females in North 
Carolina scored less than their national counterparts. 

-RacelEthnicity. The average perfonnance of White students in 
North Carolina is higher on the NAEP assessment than the 
perfonnance of Black and Hispanic students. (Sample sizes for 
other ethnic groups were insufficient to make reliable estimates 
regarding student perfonnance.) On the average, White students in 
North Carolina scored less than their counterparts at the national 
level while Black and Hispanic students scored higher than their 
counterparts at the national level. 

-Parents' Education Level. Increasing levels of parental education 
are associated with higher average mathematics perfonnance in 
North Carolina and the nation. The average perfonnance of North 
Carolina's students at all categories of parents' education levels was 
less than that of their counterparts at the national level. 
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Performance 
of North 
Carolina 
Students on 
NAEP Grade 8 
Mathematics 

• 	 While North Carolina's eighth grade scores in mathematics in 
1996 were below the national average, they still show a nine­
point gain from 1992 and are up 17 points from 1990 (from the 
1996 NAEP Report--points depicting gains may differ slightly 
due to rounding of scores). The 17-point gain since 1990 was the 
highest in the nation. Michigan and Texas folfowed with a 12­
point gain. The nine-point increase over 1992 was the second­
highest in the nation. Only Michigan, with a 10-point gain since 
1992, showed higher gains. 

• 	 North Carolina students achieved an average score of 268 in 1996 
in grade 8 mathematics, compared to 258 in 1992 and 250 in 
1990. This compares to an increase from 267 in the nation in 
1992 to 271 in 1996. 

• 	 Of the 44 jurisdictions (including 40 states) participating in the 
NAEP assessment in mathematics in the eighth grade in 1996, 
North Carolina students outpaced or equaled 17 of them, with a 
rank of 28 from the top. 

• 	 North Carolina's perfoImance in eighth grade mathematics by 
achievement levels also showed an increase. In 1996, 20 percent 
of eighth graders scored at or above the Proficient level, an 
increase of 8 percentage points from the 1992 (12 percent) and 
11 percentage points from the 1990 (9 percent) perfonnance. 
The percent at or above Basic increased from 38 percent in 1990 
to 47 percent in 1992, to 56 percent in 1996. Nationwide in 
1996, 23 percent of the students scored at or above the Proficient 
level, while 61 percent of the students scored at or above the 
Basic level at grade 8. 

• 	 North Carolina was one of six states (Maryland, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wisconsin were the others) showing 
increases in the percentage of eighth graders who scored at or 
above all three achievement levels over the period 1990 to 1996. 

• 	 These results parallel the increases in average student 
perfonnance in mathematics observed in the results from the 
1995-96 administration ofthe North Carolina End-of-Grade Tests 
in mathematics at grade 8. 
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NAEP 1996 Mathematics Sample
Figure 1.7 Questions for Grade 4 

N stands for the number of stamps John had. He gave 12 stamps to his sister. 
Which expression tells how many stamps John has now? 

o N+12 

® N-12 

CD 12-N 

® 12xN 

The correct answer is B. 

This multiple-choice question measures algebra and functions. 

Grade 4 PERCENTAGE IICORRECT" WITHIN ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL INTERVALS 

Overall Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced 
Percentage Corred 213 and below* 21 A to 2.18* 249t0281* 282 and above* 

67 A.4 73 
-

90 I *** 

• NAEP mathematic:s c:omposite sc:ale ran"ge . 
···Sample size insuffic:ientlo permit reliable estimates 

Ms. Hernandez formed teams of 8 students each from the 34 students in 
her class. She formed as many teams as possible, and the students left over 
were substitutes. How many students were substitutes? 
~wer: 

The correct answer is 2. 

This short constructed-response question measures number sense, properties, and operations. 
Students' responses were scored correct or incorrect. 

PERCENTAGE IICORRECT1T WITHIN ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL INTERVALSGrade 4 

AdvancedBasic ProficientOverall Below Basic 
282 and above * 21.1 to 248* 249 to 281 * 

86 *** 

Percentage Correct I 213 and below* 

4239 5 I 
• NAEP mathematic:s c:omposite sc:ale range 

•••Sample size insuFfic:ientto permit reliable estimates 
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NAEP 1996 Mathematics Sample
Figure 1.8 Questions for Grade 8 

A car odometer registered 41,256.9 miles when a highway sign 
warned of a detour 1,200 feet ahead. What will the odometer read 
when the car reaches the detour? 

o 42,456.9 

® 41,279.9 

© 41,261.3 

® 41,259.2 

CD 41,257.1 

The correct answer is E. 


This multiple-choice question measures the measurement strand. 


Grade 8 PERCENTAGE IICORRECT" WITHIN ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL INTERVALS 

Overall 
Percentage Correct 

Below Basic 
261 and be/ow* 

Basic 
262 to 298* 

Proficient 
299 to 332* 

Advanced 
333 and above* 

26 1 1 25 50 I 70 

• NAfP mathematic composite scale range 

8 Fran NAEP 1996 Mathematics Report Card 



NAEP Grade 4 Mathematics Proficiency for Public School Students 

250,---------------------~------------------~--------------------~ 

200 

150 

100 

50 

SoutheastNation North Carolina 

Minn~ota 

Connecticut. New Jc!t'Sey 
Nebraska 

Utah. Wyoming 
Pennsylvania 

Missouri 
Colorado. Indiana. Virginia 

Michigan 
New York. Nation 

Texas. Maryland. Delaware 
Arizona 

Rorida. Kentuclcy. Rhode Island. West Virginia Georgia 
Hawaii 

New Mexico. North Carolina 
South Carolina 

Wisconsin. North Dakota 

Indiana. Iowa. Massachusetts. Texas 
Nebraska. Montana 
New Jersey. Utah 
Michigan. Pennsylvania. Colorado 
Washing/on. Vennon!, Missouri 
North Carolina. DDESS. AJaska 
Oregon. W~t Virginia. DoDDS. Wyoming. Virginia. New York 

Nation 
Maryland 
Rhode Island. Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Nevada. Arizona 
Arkansas. Rorida 
Georgia. Delaware. Hawaii 
New Mexico 
South Carolina 
Alabama 

California. Louisiana 

DDESS: Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools 

DoDDS: Depanment of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas) 

SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics. National Assessment of Education Progress (N AEP) 1992 and 1996 

Mathematics Assessments. 
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NAEP Mathematics Assessment: Overall Proficiency in Grade 4 


Indiana Iowa Massachusetts Texas 
Nebraska Montana 
New Jersey Utah 
Michigan Pennsylvania Colorado 
Washington Vennont Missouri 

North Carolina 1996 	 DDESS Alaska 
Ore~n W. Virginia DoDDS Wyoming Virginia New York 
NATION 
Maryland 
Rhode Island Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Nevada Arizona 

Arkansas Florida 
Georgia Delaware Hawaii 
New Mexico 

North Carolina 1992 	 South Carolina 
Alabama 

California Louisiana 
Mississippi 

188 Guam 
187 District of Columbia 

DDESS: Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools 
DoDDS: Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas) 
SOURCE: National Center for Education Statisitics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 1992 and 1996 Mathematics 
Assessments 
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NAEP Grade 8 Mathematics Proficiency for Public School Students 
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SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) 1990, 1992, and 1996 

Mathematics Assessments. 
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NAEP Mathematics Assessment: Overall Proficiency in Grade 8 


~" 	 fu~ 
282 
281 
280 Connecticut 
219 Vermont 
278 Alaska Massachusetts 
.271 Michigan Utah 
:27.6_ Oregon Washington Colorado Indiana 
_27,5 DoDDS Wyoming 
274 
273' Missouri 
272 
271 NATION 
270 New York Texas Virginia Maryland 
269 DDESS Rhode Island 

North Carolina 1996 268 Arizona 
267 Delaware Kentucky 

· 266 
265 West Virginia 
264 Florida 
263 Tennessee California 
"262 Georgia Hawaii New Mexico Arkansas 
.261 South Carolina 
760 
259 

North Carolina 1992 	 258 
257 Alabama 
256 
255 
~4 
2~3. 
252- Louisiana 
251 

North Carolina 1990 250 Mississippi 

:239 Guam 
'238 
23--7 
236 ­

· ~S 
234 
233 District of Columbia 

.283 

DDESS: Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools 
DoDDS: Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas) 
SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 1992 and 1996 Mathematics 
Assessments 
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1. 	No other state ha. ever experienced the .ub8tantlal, aU',taln.d glln. 
demonetrated by North Carolina'. schools alnee 1990. Today, North 
Carollnl" public achool. ere performing a. well •• other achools In the 
country and at. higher Ie".' than all other .~uthern stat••. 

~, 	 ; . . , 

2. 	 No'rthCarollna" education reform Inltlatlveeof the 1180', hive begun to 
payoff In terms' of drimatlcally Incr.aald .tudent performanct In ' 
mathdmitlca. ~or ex.mple, North Carotlna . 

• 	 redeSlgnea Ite mithematlC$ currIculum standards around the national 
mathematic. ~urtlcu'lum'endor80d by the National Council of the Teachers of 
Mathematics :Wtth higher order skills for all 8tudents. 

, 	 " 

• 	 emphasized mathematics performance for ailitudenta and was one of the' first 
etates to require Algebra 1for high aohool graduation. 

• 	 etrengthened!,t.aoher 'pr:&paratlon 'and inere••ect It~ndard8 for teachera, 
Including InCentlvea for teacher. to partlelpate in National Board Certification,' ' '1 ':~ 	 , 

• 	 'monitored Implementation of its new curriculUfn with end-of"grade and end.of· 
course teata ~ligned with th. new curriculum and .Imllar to NAEP', higher ' 
order skille, more challenging Iteme. and reporting based on· grade level 
proflclenoie8~, 

f, 
I 	 ' 

• 	 provided 10c~1 flexibility with more accountability for IOCII schooll and school 
dl.tricta. ' 

3. It took mort th~n I d.dade of planning. doalgn_ and Implomentatlon of the 
atata'. Ichool reform etrona for the state to begin to I•• the beneflt.. 

I ' , 
,North Caroll~a'l early Implementation of tlgn!ficlnt reform efforta (many 

Initiated before tJ'te 19B3 Notlon'st Risk Report) positioned the etate for early 
dramatic improv,ments ,In student achievement, ~Ompar&d to other state8 with 
rnnrQ fAlI.nutees.' hlaher,teacher aalarl,•. and fower challenges baaed on student 

~ 	 ~ 
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1. 	The National A.ilea.ment of!Edu,oltlonal Prog,.•• (NAEP) Is tho only 
appropriate ma.aure for oomparlng North Carolina" acad.mlc performance 
to the nation and other .tates. 
• 	 NAEP is administered to a representative sample of all students in the 'nation 

and In Indlvidualatate•.1 
: ':~ '. 

• 	 North Carolinals End-of"Orade Teetl admlnlst;red annuafly to all studentsl Is 
linked with N~EP (8th Gradll Mathematics).: , . . ,

.', 

2. 	 North CarOlina hae moved from Ita historic POtIlion at th. bottom of aU 
,tatel In .tudetit aoademlc perforrnlnce to It or near the national average 
and above all 80uthern atat.s Including Virginia, Oeorgla. and Florida. 

i r 

• 	 North Carolina', 17-poInt glln in atl) grade mathematics for the six year.· 
reported by NAEP lalwlce the national average gain (8 points) and 
approximately 50 percent higher than the gain, by any other state In the 
nation; the atate', average performance was:Just short of the national 
Bverag8. ~ , ';( 

• 	 The atate'e11-polnt gain in 411'1 grade math.rl\atlca from 1992 to 19961, 
ali'Tlost three ~Jrne, that of the national average gain (4 point.) lind places the 
atate above t~e natlona,l average for 41f\ grade; 

~, 	 ' ,, 
3. 	 North Carollnl 'tuden" have Improved the equivalent of one additional 

grlde I.vai dur(ngthll decade. In other words; during the alx yea,. from 
1890 to 1888"North Carolina .~udenta aChieved tho equivalent of Beven 
yaIr'll of growth.. , 

, 1 

i· 	 . 
• 	 Th, estimatea level of Improvement for North Carolina's 8th grade ' ... 

mathematic. ~acore rarige~ frctm 0.75 grade level equIvalent to 1.60 grade 
~.. 	 .," .--- ... 
~ . 	 ~ 
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eq~i~.i~-~·t: -i~ ~ther W~d&,'81ti'grad~ ii~d~rit~' in 1998 were afull year Qhead , 
of 8th grade students I" 1990. ,"

I ' ' , 

• Th. e.tlmat~d level oflmJ)r'ovamant for ",til grade mathernatiM ranges from . 
0.75 to 1.00 grade level equivalent. , 

, 

I 8y companIOn, the SctloI••tlc Alu.amtnt Test (BA" It admlni.tll'oo only to COIleg&-bouM student. 
(prtmarilv ,he atat,', A ari~ 8 .tudonta). ' " 

+ ' 
" 

~; 
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4. 	 HorthCaroline', 4th and 8~ gradi black students scored 5 poInts aboVe 
black students natIonally. North 'C.rollna'a'black students are cloaing the 
glp with white .tudenta In th' .tate and nation. 

S. 	 North CarOllna'.lmprovementa In performano\' WIN uniformly distributedby race, gender; education 1,,,,,. of plrentl,lnci family income levels, 
except for black student. (I. note'd above) who Icorad relatively better 
thin their natlo~al counterparts and for 8th grlde female. who Icored 6 
pointe below attt'grade girl. nationally. . 

. 
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• 	 North C.'rollna Gaduca,tora andlteacharaln particular are to be oongratulated, 
commended, and. Indeed, Ihould be rewarded for the unprecedlntad rI.eln 
etudent academ'c perform.n~' during the decade. 

'1 .. 

•. 	The fOCUI on "'.dlng, wrltlng~'1and mathematlo.•..; high ICldemlc ,tandarda 
, fo', aU etuden.; ,Inere•••d rig, In all aOidemlb areal: and accountabilitY 
for Improved .t~d.nt p.tfonn n08 mutt bl m:.lritalned to au.taln the . 
8ubstantlal glln', made by OU, achooll. . 

• 	 Th. atate's hlghf8chooll mu.~ b••trenBth.n~d, In order to challenge the 
higher achieving frOehm.n. :. 'i " 

• 	 T.lch .... are required to teach more ,tuden" more content and ,kill. at 
higher lavell to ,.,eet the ne,da of higher performing etuden". Additional 
prof.,lIonal doyelopmant, cl.ssroom .... our¢e•• and Inetructlonal 8UPPOrt 
are ....nllal to euataln the cl1angea In ,chool,. : . 

• 	 Low performlngi,choalaln N9rth Carolina mu,t ba ptOVld.~ specific ' 
guidance and .~pport naedad to achieve higher l.v.l. of academic : 
pOrfonnance
.! 

for all .fudlntl. ' . 
. 

. . 

• 	 Momentum '8 building aero•• the country t6 Implement Ichool refor,. that 
will provide productIvity gain, equaa to North Carollna'e. North Carolina I, 
an Ideal modal among etatH, 'or eystematlc. comprehensive Bchoat 
Improvement program•• 

.. 	 BUlln.I••1 Ind!lndultrl•• lo~klng for I prog/m,lv, Itllte with a 
progre••lve education sYlta", need to knaw about the etate'. newetitu8 
among III stata'. A public awarene., clmpalgn mutt be Implemented 
Within the 8tat.,natlonllly, "~d Inttmatlon.lI~ for telll,?" the ,ood n.w~ of 
,North Clrollna'. Dublfc Ichc>ola today. Old p.,rcaptlonl mUlt ba repllced 
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NOM c.;aro.tna'. pUGIlO .cno~llloaay. Via percepilone must D8 rapuloea 

with thl new r8~lIty. 


, 

• 	 The Cia,. of 2000 Will b., ~.!ba.t eduo.tad. hlgh.at perf 0,nnlng gridU,atea ' 
ova.. In tho hl.tOry of our ata " The 800lal and economlo Impact of the 

,CII•• of 2000 mutt be atudi for a6termlnlng capacllY to mlal tne Ii••d. 
of th.a. hh,hlrI,ohlevlng stu, en. and the long term affectll on our 

'lnetltutlona of nigher ,ducatlp", employmenUralnlng, and Job availabIlIty.
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press secretary 
(Raleigh, North Carolina) 

Fo~ Immediate· Release March 13, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE JOINT SESSION OF THE 

NORTH CAROLINA .LEGISLATURE 


House of Representatives Chamber 

Raleigh, North CarOlina 


1J :09 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Lt. Governor 
Wi I :k.er, Speaker Brubaker, senator Basnight, the other state 
elected officials who are here; my goodfriend, Governor Hunt; 
Mayor Fetzer. I'd like to thank those who came down here. with me 
today. I brought some of the members of your oongressional 
delegation home -- they don't need to hear this speech, they've 
heard it before, but I was glad to have them here in moral 
Sllpport-- congressman DavidiPricei congressman Bob.Etheridge, 
your former superintendent ot education; congressman Mike 
MCIntire; and Congresswoman Eva' Clayton. I.thank them for 
com i ng _ (Applause. ) 

I also want to' 
I 

say I'm glad to be joined today by 
your neighbor, the secretary of Education, Richard Riley, former 
governor of South carolina :-- (applause) -- and by our n~w 
~p~rAtary of Defense. Bill ~ohen of Maine. we're glad t6have 
hira with us today, too. Thank you, secretary Cohen, for coming.
(l\pplause . ) 

I was. glad that you mentioned my Chief of Staff, 
EI'!Skine Bowles. He· wouldn't come here with me today because he 
was afraid all of you would think that he was shirking his duties 
ancl not at work. . But let me tell you, he is doing a magnificent 
job. I'm very proud of him. I couldn't believe it whe~ he 
agreed to come back to Washington and take this job -- especially 
because I knew it would cost him a smali fortune. And he 
reminded me that his father used to tell him, once you have the. 
tools you've got to spend some time to add to the wood pile. So 
he's up in Washin9ton adding back to the wood pile. And you 
should all be very proud of him. He 1s a remarkable man. He's 
doing a good job. . (Applause.) I 

I'd also lik~ to thank the other North Carolin1~nA 
on my staff-- two of the three of them are here today. Doug 
so~nik, my former political director and senior counselor, is not 

MORE 




, 
r'1AF'- i'~'-1997 12: 45 PALE I GH PRE:::S DFC 919 856 9763 P.002 

- 2 ­

ll~re; but my Director of communicat1oDS,Don Baer, is here; and 
rh~rles Duncan, the Ass~ciate Director' of Presidential Pe~~onnel. 
'They both came home with me:and they were glad to have the excuse 
to come home. And I appreciate their being here and their 

. 's,"'rvlce·. 

I'was told that this was the first time a s~~t1nq 
president has addressed thelNorth carolina state Legislature~ If 
it's not true don't disabuse me now~ because I'm about to say 
s'l!neth1ng here. (Laughter.) And I am very honored to be here . 
Even more important, I've spent a little time here over the years 
(111(1 I am honored and mildly: surprised that you are here, ·because 
it: t s tournament time and you 1 ve got four teams, as usual,: in the 
tuurnament. (Applause. ) . 

You may know that I am something of a basketball· 
fdllatic .. And you may know :that one of my most memorable' 
l!~~Gketball experiences -- I; once saw North Carolina and Kentucky 
piay in the Dean Dome, and ~he car that I came 1n was to~ed. 
( l.·:\.ughter.) But I had so much fun at the ball' game I would have 
w~lked ~ll the way back to Arkansas after it was over_ 
(LAughter. ) I make ita po:int never to take sides in basketball 
games unless my home team i'n Arkansas or my alma mater, 
G~-;:)i."getown, are play'1ng. But I am look.ing forward to the day 
WhCln the great Dean Smith .breaks Adolf. Rudd's record. 
(Applause. ) . 

There is much for the rest of the nation and 
.=specially the rest of the30uth of to admire in North carolina 
-- the determined and visionary leadership tha.t has characterized 
thls state for many decades in education and economic .. ' 
(k"elopment I in bringing harmony among peoples of different 
bdckgrounds. . 

When I was a young man, I followed the work here of 
tIH~n-Governor Terry Sanford who later becam/i: my, friend and 
colleague. Eighteen years'ago, When I first started my. career as 
novernor of Arkansas, my best mentor and friend was Jim flunt. 
And he is still my mentor and friend. Dick Riley were laughing 
wtth Jim Hunt --·we were together 18 years ago as the governors
of Arkansas, .South carolina and North Carolina, and we were 
li;1.ughing that Jim was prob~ly the only one of us who could still 
get elected governor in our home states ~fter 18 years.
([,aughter. ). And I applaud' him on that. 

It was in Chapel Hill that the cornerstone :was laid 
at uur nation's first publicly funded university, in Kitty Hawk 
whore man first took to the skies. And today, North Carolina is 
an aeronautics and an air travel hub center for millions of 
people. Your state.univers1t1es receive the highest level of 
funding for research and development in the nation. You have 
connected more of your co~un1t1es than any other state.in the 
country to the Information Superhiqhway -- something I'm trying 
to do for every classroom and library in America by the. year 
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;:01)0. The Research Triangle haa one of the hiqhest per 'cap1ta' 
C'(ll1centrations of Ph.D.s ,in the word, and you are clearly' <:,')ne of 
}\fl\E!rica's most dynamic centers of economic activity. 

The most important thing about all th1s 1s not for 

m~ to brag on, you, you know that,already, but to emphas1z~ the 

main point: These things do not happen by accident. They are 

the product of vision and disciplined, long-term effort. 


Now, our country faces the challenges of a new 

<:;:;ntury -- a whole new economy, a whole, neW way in which people 

will work and live and relate to each other here at home and 

.,round the worl,d. It is driven by information and by technoloqy. 

'JI:s best hopes may be underm1ned by lts darkest fears, by, the old 

(~QlTlons of rac.1al and religious and ethnic hatreds I by terrorism 

"net narco trafficking and organized crime. 


Th1S new t1me that we're movinq into that, 

,':r'incidentally, will be part of a new century and a new 

millennium, will give more people in this state and this nation 

t:hp. chance to live out their dreams than at any' period in hUman 

tli~tory if we take advantage of it to seize our opportunities and 

denl with our challenges. 


There is unprecedented peace and prosperity now. 
And it has been very rare in our country's history -- you can go 
b8CK and flnd maybe a couple of other examples when we've, had 
real security, a feeling of prosperity; and yet, a whole lot of 
Gh;:;llenges before us. Usually when people feel secure and 
relatively prosperous, one o'f two things happens -- neither of 
th0.m very laudable, but it's part of human nature -- we either 
ye~ sort of happy and self-satisf1ed and don't do anything, or 
b.~ause we are not gripped by big differences, we fallout with 
p~ch other over small things '.£nd petty things make us less than, 
W0 ought to b,. ' 

The point I want to make today is that we cannot 
afford either to bQ complacent or to be d1vided among ourselves 
about 'small things. For we 'have been given an opportunity almost 
unJ.que in American history to fashion a future that will embrace 
ev~~ybody. And we cannot and dare not blow that opportunity. 

If you look at where we are now, you can see,the 
vistas of the future. Our economy produced 12 million jobs in 
four years-- never happened before in a four-year period. we've 
,had constant decline in crimes. we've had the b1qgest drop in 
the welfare rolls in AmGrican history in the last four years. In 
North Carolina, you I ve s'een the unemployment rate drop to, 4.2 
percent -- 75,000 people off ttiewelfare rolls; 350,000 new jobs. 
That's going on -allover America. But you know that we have more 
to do. 

I have been going around the country to the Michigan ./ 

and the Maryland state legislatures -- today the Vice president 
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j~~ in California speaking to the state. leqislatureas I am here 

wJ t.11 you -- because" I know that to achieve the vision that we 

sb,lre for America we all have to do our part. I've said many 

t.lmes that the era of blg government is over~ Your feaeral 

qovernment is now 295,000 people smaller than it was the day I 

t.ook office. It's the smallest its baen since President Kennedy 

Wi'l.'~ in office, in real terms. As a percentage of the civilian 

w)ck force, the federal government is now as small as it was when 

F'~:;nk11n Roo::sevelt was sworn into office the first time before 

t.li(· New Deal. 


But the challenges we face are still very big,

ind€!ed. If they cannot be solvea by government alone, and 

~r::po('lially by the £ederal'qovernment, obviously, a new , 

p;:\1~tnership is required. And new efforts, new activity, new 

I"'Hponsibi11ty 1s required of people at the state level, at the , 

l<.Ii:al level and in their private lives. The biggest challenge we 

f::>.• :~ today J I believe, is the challenge of creating a world­
('l;\~S education system that embraces every ohild that lives in 

t,h i s state and in th1s nation. And this must not be. a political

football. 


In the Cold War, because we knew that .communism 

tft~atened our existence, it became commonplace that polities 

\'10111d stop at the water I sedge. And the Democrats and the' 

Republicans would f1ght like cats and dogs over whatever it was 

they were fighting about, but When it came to standing up '1;:0 tile 

t-hn::~at of communism we were together~ If the President of .one 

party went abroad on a mission of world peace, he was never 

criticized back home by members of the other party because· 

pOlitics stopped at .the water's edge. 


I think 'we understand today intuitively that 

~dll<::ation holds the key to our future in the 21st century., And I 

bp..lieve politics must stop at the schoolhouse door. (Applause. ) 


When I was governor. along time ago now, North 
;(:arolina already had the highest percentage of its adults in 
:lxu;tltut1ons ·of' hlgner education of any state in the south·, The· 
economy was qrowing and it was diversifying, and yet you still 
hod more success in ma.inta.ining manufacturing jobs than any state 
tn our region, and indeed, in the country. You know all this. 
Lost year you had the biggest increase in 8th grad~ ,math scores, 

noticed, in the country. I.was in Michigan and I·sa1d. that 

thp.y had had tha second biggest inorease in math scores, and the 

minute I got in the car Governor Hunt made sure r knew who was 

number one. (Laughter.) SO'I knew that. 


The Governor chose to be sworn in at the Needham 

Laughton HiOh school, his old school, to mska clear that ~ohool 


standards and teaching excellence will be his top priorities. 

But with all the progress that we have made, you know we'~e got a 

lot. more to do. 


MORE 

ill 

I 



r'lHF"; -:-1'397 12:47 RALEIGH PRESS OFC 919 856,9763 P.005 

- 5 ­

Between 1992 and the year 2000, S9 percent of the 
)'l(IW jobs created, in this economy will require more than a high 
school level of literacy and math skills -- 89 percent. Today, 
pv~n though over 80 percent of our children are graduating from 
i) t?h school, more than half -- or about half the people entering 
Ih~ work force are not prepared with these skills. We all know 
UI.:\t is true. 

For 20 years, 'inequa11ty among working Americans 
'11'OW _ In the last few years it started to shrink -- in :the last 
(.:ouple of years -- as we I ve gotten -- more and more of our new 
10h8 are·becoming higher-wage jobs and as growth and pro'ductivity 
aLe permitting wages to rise again. 

Many people, just a couple of years ago, were 
!:rtying, well, is the middle class vanishing in ,America, will it 
.'lJways be squeezed, are we going to create a country with a huge 
nllmber of people that are very well off and an even much larger 
""mber of people that are poor, with a smaller middle class. 
W~·'ve seen in the last few years that that does not have to 
lnppen. we can begin to grow the middle class again with 
P t'oq.uctivi ty and growth and the right kinds of new j 01)8,' but we 
h';i"':'e to be able to provide' the. people wi th the· skills to hold 
t.hose jobs if .we're going t.o maintain a h10h-waQe, high-growth, 
hiqh-opportunitysoc1ety in America 1n the 21st century~ And our 
'ir:hools are still turning out millions of young people who simply 
',;clUllot do that. 

That is why our number one priority has to,be to 
make America's education the. best in the world. we have to have 
n nation in which every 8·year-old can read independently, every 
l:"! -year-old can log on to the Internet,' every 19-year-old can go 
nn to college an.d every adult American can keep on learning 
til l~oughout an entire lifetime. ' 

In my state of tbe Union address, I laid out a 10­
pc'tnt call to action for American education that describes the 
r.tcps we have to meet. First l we have to make sure the' all of 
our children come to school ready to learn. Our balanced budget
will expand Head start to a million children. But we all must do 
more, and a lot of that has to be done at the state level. Md I 
hope every state in the country is looking closely at the Smart 
St~rt program 1n North Carolina. (Applause.) 

The idea of having all elements of a community 1n a 
community nonprofit environment working on not only education, 
but health care and parenting skills and child care. trying to 
give our poorest ctiildren.a coherent early childhood is terribly
lmpor.tant. SCientists have discovered that learning begins in 
the earliest days of life. Ana now we have to explore how 
par~nts and educators can best use these findings. I. 
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On APril 17th, the First Lady and I will host the 
Wh:L te House conference on Early Childhood Development and 
I.p.arning in Washington, and I want smart start to be an important 
pi,u.'L of what is considered there. 

Let me just give you one simple example of the 
[-'jf'::tentific findings. Over half of the capacity of the brain to 
i'ltj;~orb and to learn and to grow, the capacity is developed ln l the 
(h'st four years of life. In the, first four years of life, if a 
1-1) i Id has parents who understand this and who constantly -­
wlv~ ther they have a Ph. D. or they were high school drop-outs -­
bllt who constantly work at nourishing the child's learning 
CC-1 paci ties that Child will get 700,000 positlve contacts.I 

But in the tYPical experience of a child with a 
:::ingle parent, let's say, with very little education and no self­
NH"'IEidence about parenting and no training and nounderstand1nq, 
.:'11\11 a sense that no difference can be made, and the child that '15 

]a(t in £ro~t b£ the television in the first fourYQars, tha~ , 
~!lild will get 150,000 positive contacts -- a more than four-to-
OlJf,) difference. ' 

Now, you tell me what the future is going to beli£e 
ft~ them_ smart start can cha~ae that. And our cooperative: 
efforts can change'that. But we have to understand that we have 
totally underestimated the impact of this whole thing. And the 
IWW scientific findings'impose upon all, of us a heavier 
raspoQsibility than we have ever had for developing the 
capacities of our children in their earliest years_ So I 106k 
for'ward to that. (Applause. ) 

I believe we have to do more to give constructive 
'-1 i :-,IH-natives, creative alternatives for our younq 'children in our 
pllbl ic 'schools. I favor pUblic school choice. I've been a . 
p.l ()neer supporter of the charter school movement. I think that 
.i.t . s important to open schools ,that stay opened as, long as they 
do a good job, but only as long as they'do a good job. And:I 
know that this afternoon, your State Board of Education has:the 
op:!'ortunity to open more charter schools th"an any state has ever 
opened at one time, to foster innovation and competition and 
l-'-Hl,ewal. I hope the Board will take that step today, and one 
m0rq time, North Carolina will. be in the vanguard 'of a movement 
you can be proud of. (APplaus'e _) , 

we have qo't to have a comm1'tment to reDullc1 our 
schools and give our children the £aci.lities they need to learn 
In. We have the largest number of children in public schools in 
history. The Secretary of Education never gets tired of ' 
r~mind1nq me, since I am the oldest of the baby boomers, that our 
geu~ration has· finally been eclipsed in numbers by the people 
that are in the public schools today_' We also have the physical 
facilities in many of our schools deteriorating at a rapid rate. 

,So, for the first time 1nhistory, I have proposed a program that 
w1ll ,enable us at the national level to support local efforts to 
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tncrease their investment in the physioal faoilities of the 
schools by makina sure that the interest rates are lower and the 
r~('")r;ts are lower in the places where the, need is most critical. , 

I' m going to Florida after I leave you, and tom'orrow 
~nrning. I will be at a school where thQre are 17, I understand, 
~~c6rding to my briefing -- 17 trailers for classroom space 
ril'ound the existing school facility in a modest-sized community 
til Florida. That: is not: an,atypical experience in many of our 
r:t.ates. 

we have to meet our national goal of connecting 
0 very classroom and library to the Internet by the year 2000. We 
llilve to open the doors of college to all. North Carolina' 
p ',I oneered, with your network of four-yea.r and two-year higher 

, t:'<iucational institutions, pioneered the idea that educst10n;ought 
t,o be a lifetime experience and that the' doors ought to be open 
r ,~, everyone. 

In the last four years, we ha~@ lowered the co~t and 
improved the reach of the student loan program, added 200,000 
,e:Jots to work-study, opened up almost 70,000 slots for college 
tia'ouqh the national service program, Alllericorps. we have worked 
v~dt:J.;y, very hard, but r th1nkwe have to do more. 

It is clear to me -- if you look at the job profile,
where 89 percent of the new jobs will require more than a h1gh 
school education, we have to make two ,years of ,education after 
high school -- the 13th and'14.th grades -- just as universal in 
Amf~rica by the year 2000 as a h1gh sehop1 diploma is today 
~very bit as un1versal. (Applause.) 

TO achieve that our balanced budqet plan proposes a 
:t 1 .500 HOPE Scholarship -- a t'ax credit that reflects the cost of 
the. typical community college tuition in America~modeled on 
(~()vernor Zell Miller I s HOPE Scholarship program in Georgia. We 
J:.1l'Ol..lose to give people a tax deduction of us to $10,000 a year 
for the cost of any eduoation after high school; an expanded IRA 
that you can withdraw from'tax-free if the moneY is used to:pay 
for higher education; and the largest increase in Pell Grants in 
20 years, along Wltll another 100,000 work-study slots. That will 
help North carolina, and it will help America.. ' 

Finally, let me sayan th1s subj'ect, we know we have 
to make sure learning continues throughout a lifetime. We :Jtnow 
tiM t we have older and older students going back to community
colleges, changing their careers and getting new careers and 
opening up new v1stas. We have a federal response which I think 
j,s totally antiquated. There are at least, conservatively
RpeaKlng, at least 70 different federal programs that were ' 
developed with the best' of intentions to try to help to pay for 
various training programs for people who lose their jobs or: 
people who are grossly underemployed. 
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I have proposed for four years-- with a Dem6crat~c 
(""'Ingress and with the Republican Congress -- gQtting rid of thQse 
pl.'ograms and putting the inoney in a pot and sending a skills 
qr:ant to an unemployed person or an underemployed person who has 
qllilli:fiea. for any of 'them, and let them go to the nearest 
c(lrnrnunity college or four-year college if it' a the appropriate 
"liP -- whatever is nearest and best to get their education. We 
<In not need a lot of government intermediaries here. People know 

- people know what they need. They're capable of making! a 
judgment. 

In a state like North Carolina and most places in 
UH~ country, nearly everybody's within driving distance of a 
("ommunity college that works. And that's -- I call that my G.l. 
Bill for America's workers. And if you could prevail upon your 
JOtJislators to support it, I would appreciate it. I've beem 
t)"ying for four years to pass that thing. I would appreciate it. 
(APplause.) . 

I think the most important thing we have to do is to 
ro"'lke sure that our children have met certain national standards. 
iII basic courses. In 1989, when President Bush and the governors 
met at the university'of Virginia, I had the. honor of being'the 
Dt~mo'cratic governor chosen to try to write the nation t s education 
'goals. And at the time we always assurnQd that out of those goals 
.there would come national standards and a system, a nationally 
recognized system of testing our children to see.if they met, 
those .standards. 

well, that hasn"t happened yet. And .as a result, we 
still don "t know. We don't really know whether every child in 
(,very classroom knows what he or she needs to know when he or she. 
needs to know it in math and in basic language skills. I ;llave 
c:hallenqed every state in this country to adopt high nati6nal 
academic standards, not just in math and language. but in:other 
ur.eas as well, to participate nationally by 1999 in an· , 
examination of 4th graders iti reading and 8th graders in math so 
that we can see how every child is doing in meeting those ~ba5ic 
standards. . 

. .. 

, Now I this is, I know, somewhat controversial.: There 
are people who have actually argued that you couldn't possibly 
h~VA a national examination reflecting national standards :in a 
country.as diverse as America -- as if it's some sort of plot, as 
if math is different in Raleigh than Little Rock; or any board of 
education could rewrite the rUles of· algebra for Alaska as 
opposed to Florida. I think that is inherently. implausibl:e. 

, 

When you compete here in North carolina for a new 
nlgn-tech plant, when the Research Triangle finds some new 
brea.kthrough, you do it based on an international competit:ion - ­
YO\1 have to win based on standards that are imposed. We have to 
be willing to hold our children to the same standards and to hold 
ourselves to the same standards. 
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, 
Governor Hunt told'me today that he will endorse; our 

('all for national standards and a testing plan. North Carolina, 
tl)(.'refore, would be the third state to do so. The Republican' 
governor of Michigan, joined in, along' with his legislative 
l~~ders, just a few days ago. 

But let me say what I think we need to do. A lot of 
you know a lot about this. we have some ,standardized tests in 
~m~rica,but we donlt have, any tests to nationally accepted i 

~tMndards. The closest we have 1s the so·called NAEP test, the 
National Assessment of E$1ucation Progress. But; as all of you 
know, 1 t only is g1ven to a ,sample of students in various ' 
(1 i ~tricts. There is no examination in America Which saye ,he:re' 
;;11'1> the standards that everyone should know'in language or'math, 
;md here is a test which reflects those standards; and it do~sn't 
mt'lt:ter whether you're first or last in your class, it matters 
wh~ther you get over this bar. 'If you're first 1n your clas~ and 
nt"body is over this bar, nobody know what they need to know. ! If 
YOll're last, but you're over the bar, you're still going to do 
okay in this old world. ' 

I think that is very important.' We all need to know 
th-:lt'. We all need-- to know that. You' know -- and let me also say 
that I know it wonlt be easy, because some of our kids won't do 
all that well at first. If you saw the State of the Union 
~ddress you Xnow that I 1ntroducea two stuaents from 20 scnool 
dictr1cts in Northern Illinois who took the Third International 
Math and Science Survey and the 20 school districts up there 'tied 
[or first in ,science and second' in math in the survey, with: ' 
Singapore for first. But if they had finished dead last I would 
ll~ve been equally proud of them because they were willing to. 
;)~tually hold themselves to int,ernational standards of 
adiievements and measure themselves. 

And'this is where we need all of your help. I'm 
convinced that one of 'the reasons that we've never done th1s i in 
America is that we were afraid if the news was bad we wouldn;t 
know what to do about it. And I think that in so dOing we have 
sold our children short~ All the evidence is, all the scientific 
~vidence is, all the anecdotal evidence is that almost all of our 
children, withoqtregard to their race, their income and where 
they live, can learn what they need to know to compete and win in 
the global economy. And when we do not hold them to high 
sr.anaaras because we are afraid that in the beginning they won't 
mce,t them, we are selling their future a down the drain and we are 
insulting them, because they can maet these standards. 

What we have to be willing to do is to say, okay, 
we • 11 ha.ve· the'se exams, we'll hold people to high standards; some 
PQople won't make it first; we don't want to punish people, we 
want to lift everybody UPi but we can't know how to lift people 
up unless we know where we start. 
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when I go around the world people find it 
llnbelievable that we have no national standard in America to 'tell 
"'q)~ parents and our school leaders whether our children know what 
!.Il~y·re supposed to know in the basic skills that are neces8a~y 
.... , learn all the other more sophisticated things we want people 
I." know. 

And I tell you, I believe in tne kids of thls 
country. I have been in schools in circumstances where it would 
be unthinkable that people could learn ...... because of crime in the 
!H:'1ghborhoods and because of poverty in the neiqhborhoods. And I 
have seen children performing at very high levels, meeting 
!~ l.:lUdards that would be acceptable 'in anyplace in the entire ' 
world. And I am tired of people t~llinq ,me that there i~ aome 
.r.':'ason we shouldn I t have that opportunity given to every Amerl.can 
','·~1i.ld. We are not protecting our children by denying them the' 
~:hance to develop their God-given capacities to measure up to' 
~hat they need to know and do, to do well in the futUre. And: we 
''\l1ght to stop it and do better. (Applause. ) , 

NOW, on a lighter note, you may wonder why the 
':'f.:t..::retary of Defense is here with me tOday. (Laughter. ) Before 
J :~ame down bere, senator Helms asked me to tell you that he 1S 
o-o-t the guard that Jesse once said I would need to come to No!rth 
Carolina. (Laughter and applause.) Ever since I got a Chief: of 
staff that does not speak with an accent, we've been getting' 
along a lot better, Senator Helms and I. (Laughter.) 

There is another reason that the Secretary of 
Defense is here today. we want to set an example -- we want to 
~et an example, we think we ought ~o 8tar~ the standards 
movemonts with the schools that we run at military bases. At: 66 
schools across our count~y and 167 more around the world, our' 
Department of Defense educates 115,000 of our children every 
year. The Department of Defense runs a school system as big as 
~hat of the state of Delaware. And I met Bome of' the children, 
SQm~ of the teachers and ~ome of the parents ,out at the airport 
when I came in today, . 

Sixteen of those SChools are a~ Camp LeJeune and 
Fort Bragg, right here in North Carolina, and nearly 8~OOO 
f:tudents attend them. It's important that we give these childre'n 
the best possible education, too -- especially these children, 
because their famllies sacrifice, they live far from home, th~y 
often risk their lives for their country. It's important, too, 
because these students come from every raoial and ethnic 
background. They move from place to place as their parents are 
transferred from base to base. . 

Because of this mobility I no 9X"oupa of students '; 
better underscores the need for common national standards and: a 
\m1form way of measuring progress than this group. If standards 
can work in these schools, they can work anywhere. : 

MORE 
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So I am pleased to announce today that, with the 
p. t~""mg support of the Secretary of Defense, .the Department of 

D~fense schools have stepped forward to ask that their students 

bp. among the first to take the new tests when they become; 

i.'1V;~lllable. The secretary of Defense and the secretary of, 

J;:d'lcation Riley have both committ,ed their work. 


Starting in 1999, students and classrooms, from 
Wiesbaden Air Force Base in Germany to Kadena Air Force Bnse in 
okinawa, to camp LeJeUne wiil learn the same rigorous material 
:::lnd take the same national tests as students throughout this 
~trtte, and I hope throughout our entire nation. We can make our 
puhlic schools just like our military, the. best on Earth, if, 
U.lteour military, we are willing to adhere to high I rigorous 
~t3ndards for all people, regardless of their background.i That's 
what we ought to do. . 

And I thank you, Mr. Secretary, forbeinq he~e 

ti;·,Jay. (Applause. ) . 


Let me also say that we know we have to do more work 
to prepare all of our students. And the Department of Defense is 
belnq directed today through its school system to use every 
re:iource to prepare the students for 1999 when the new math and 
sc1ence tests -- or math and read1ng tests are ready. 

Let me mention :one other thing that I think is very 
important, and it goes well with a lot of what you are doing here 
with your pre-school years and your early years. It is appalling 
to me that 40 percent of America's S-year..,olds cannot read .a book 
on their Own. But it's true. And the rest of this stuffiis just 
sort of whistling the breeze. if people can't read. so we,nave 
lmmched the, AlnericaReads :rnitiative, through the Department of 
Education, to mobilize an army of'a million reading tutors, 
properly trained, to help make sur~ th:at by ,.the year 2000 I every
8-year-olds can read independently.' . 

Thirteen North Carolina college pres:i.dents h~ve 
pledged to commit a portion of ,their work-study students to serve 
as tutors, and I thank them 'for that. We're going to have 
300,000 new wor:k-study students over a four-year period. ,If we 
can put at least a third.of them. into reading ~nstruct1on.for our 
young children, we'll bea long way toward those million 
vo]unteers. 

We ought to be clear about something else l . too 
and here's something that I really take my .hat of·f to Governor. . 

Hunt for. We cannot expect our children to meet high standards 
unless we demand that our teachers meet high standards. We have 
to .do whatever is necessary to make sure that they do. . 

Last year, the report of Governor Hunt's National 
Commission on Teaching and America's Future laid out a blueprint
for the road ahead. And all of you have together across party 

MORE 

I.1 
. II 

http:third.of


· ['lAF'· (:-1'397 12: 50 RALEIGH PRESS DFC 	 919 856 9763 P.012 

- 12 ­

lines to develop a co~prahensivelegislativa agenda that 
implements the report's recommendations. We have to start by 
J~~cognizing and rewarding our best teachers. We all know what a 
~lfference a good teacher can ~ake in the life of a child. I 
b,ow what a difference my teachers made in mine. 

The National Board for Professional Teaching 
r;tandards, led by Governor Hunt, has encouraged teachers all:over 
the country to improve their sk~lls and. seek certification a. 
m~~ter .teachers. North carolina already has more certified i 
ni:<:tional teachers than any other state in the country. And the 
Governor was kind enough to bring five or.six of them out to ,the 
Airport to meet me, and they were not ashamed of the fact that· 
they had been board-certified master teachers. . : 

, over 20 percent of all the teachers that have been 
cer.tified are here in North carolina. That's the good news. ;. The 
1"1<'1(.1 news is that only about 500 teachers' have been certified.'.' In 
,\I t r balanced budget plan, there's enough money to help '100, 000 
t~achers achieve this important credential. NOW, the states ,need 
t,<) do things like North' Carolina has and' offer to pay -- the; 
Governor's plan would pay master teachers another 12 percent' 
morc. You have to encourage people. But we need 100,000 at 
l~nst, because what we really want is at least a board certified 
master teacher in every single school building in America. If 
you get one in every single school building in America, we know 
[J:um the research that they will change the education enVironment 
~nd help lift ~he standards that other teachers achieve and Welp 
to 11ft the qualityo£ teaching in 'all the classrooms. 

I 
, 	 • I 

So that is one of 1;he things that. we're trying t:o do 
in our budget. BUt again I I' d say that we are following your, 
l~n~ and especially the years and years and years that Govern6r 

·Hllnt hat,; put into this. In April, Secretary Riley will hold a . 
national forum on attracting and preparing teachers with 50 o'f 
OIJ J: nation's best teachers and thousands of others. And we are 
tJoing to have to do more to encourage our briqhteat young people 
to become teachers. 

Finally~ we also have to make sure, as the Governor 
said, that while good teachers get a raise, the truly bad 
t.~achers who can't measure up should get a pink slip .. We have to 
do that in an expeditious and fair. way. Today, that is too time 
consuming and costly. In some states, it can cost hundreds of 
1:housands of dollars. That same money could be and should be' 
usgd to reward good teachers and to train thoae who· are trying to 
improve their skills.. we can chanqe this, as they have in I 

Cincinnati where school boards and teachers unions have worked 
, 	 together in partnership to find more efficient and fair ways to 

remove teachers who should leave the classroom. Encouraqing'
tpNnhers is not easy or cheap, but again, I say, we know what: a 
phenomenal difference it makes. I 

MORE 

: j 
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Finally, to elevate teaching, I think we hav~ to 
""'torm the way we spend money in our schools and give parents the 
",(',ols to demand more accountability. Today, the Vice President 
,l)C discussing that at the state legislature in sacramento; 
cnlifornia. His reinventing government initiative has helped us 
~o ahrink the national government to the smallest it's be~n in 
1"lH'~e decades and to take that money and invest it, in education, 
,:.ilvest it in technology; invest it in transportation, invest it 
,Lll growirig the economy and building a better future.' we have to 
h~ve the same sort of 'national effort to analyze the way I 
tn<penditux-es are made in public education throughout America, so 
th.:=tt we can support those,who are committed to reducing , 
nunecessary bureaucratic expenditures and increasing expenditures 
on children and teachers and learning. 

Yesterday I did a town. hall meeting~ with 35, 
children, on drugs. And I Cl'sked all these kids -- and sOIDe of 
tlH~se kids had been on drugs and were 'off druqs,. a couple: of . 

",1I"'1.:>e kids were in treatment, some of them h~d been in fa$ilies 
,,, l gang members who had been 1nvolved· in drugs, and then some of 
them had never used drugs. It was a whole panoply of kids. But 
T went through child after child after child, and I asked;them to 
tell me about their'circumstances. And they all said, we:need 
m-eutox-s, we need px-ogramawe're interested in. And one aftex­
.;.nother they kept telling me about how their school had had to 
abandon its music program or its art program, its physicai 
Aducation programs, its intramural athletiC programs -- all the 
r.hlngs that happen after school or on weekend that keep kids' . 
involved in positive things. 

we have to understand that however much money we 
have for our schools we have to make sure we are spending 1 it 
(irst and foremost on instruction ,and, secondly, on ways designed 
to give the children the best chance to live productive, ! 
wholesome, good, constructive lives -- "and that ought to ~e a 
ni:\ tional effort as well. 

we have found phenomenal amounts of money th~t we 
could redirect in the federal government to reducing the deficit 
or investing in our future simply by slowly, but deliberately,
eliminating hundreds of unnecessary programs, thousands of 
1.llmecess~ry regulations and reducing -- without running p~ople 
off just slowly reducing the size of governmGnt until we have 
got it to the point where I mentioned to yoU earlier. ! 

And we nave to worK on that 1n our schools because 
we cannot afford to waste a single dollar when it comes to these 
('!h'il,dren's future. And it is folly to believe that we're1not 
paying for it when we take these kids away from a cha~ce·to have 
a full, wholesome experience and to be in those schools after 
school hours or before school hour~ and doing things in addition 
to their academic learning. So I hope you will support that. 
(Applause. ) , 

HonE 
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I ' 

Let me just say one final word in closing abO:ut 
another big job we have to do together. we have to finis~ the 
wnrk of welfare reform. In the first four years of my , 
p~A5idencYI we gave waivers from federal rules to 43 state~ to do 
~-I l kinds of things to help move people from welfare to wo~k. We 
tlow know that partly because of the growing economy, partly 
hp(~ause of state welfare reform efforts, and partly because of a 
;)1) percent increase in child support, collections nationwid~,' the 
w~lfarerolls went down by 2.6 million in four years -- a record 
nllmher. i 

i 
Then the Congress passed and I signed the welfare 

r~form bill, whlch says there will stll1 be a nat10nal guarantee 
fi---r.- poor children for food and medicine, but there's a llmit to 
how long an able-bodied person can be on welfare without g6ing to 
work. And wetre going to give it to the states and let the 
8tA,tes decide how to design their plans to move people from 
W"" l fare to work. ' 

well, what I want to tell you folks is that this is 
like that old country Singer, Chet Atkins, used to say, you've 
\,10 t to be awful caretul: what you ask· for in this· old 11fe, i 
be:cause you might get it. And now you I ve got it. And here! is 
wh-ttt- you have: In- order· to meet the demands of the law thalt waSl 
supported by almost every governor and every state officiali in 
the country, we must move about another million people froml 
welfare to work. NOW, keep ln mlnd, when we reduced the welfare 
rn:lls by 2.6 million some of those were children --: only ab~ut a 
million of those were people moving from welfare into the work 
force. So we moved a million-people in four years when the· 
~conomy created almost 12 million jobs. We have to move another 
million in the next four yearsi because of what the law says, 
whether the economy creates jobs or not. And it is your 
responsibility to deSign a plan to ge't that done. 

1 

I 
NOW, I want to help. And I have proposed fedeFal 

10')islat1on to qivea tax credit of 50 percent for up to $lQ, 000 
in salaries for people who hire people specifically off welfare; 
I have proposed to give extra cash to hlgh~impact, high- : ' 
unemployment areas so people can do public serVice work, . ; 
community service work, if necessary. 

But there are more things yOU can do. Your Wor'k 
Flrst program here in North Carolina is encouraging pr1vate : 
employers by ,subsidizlng paYCheCks and holding job fairs. These 
ar~ the kinds of things we have ,to do everywhere. But you really 
need to look at how your program works. And you nQed to look·at 
Whether you have a system for challenging private employers to 
looK at the incentives that are available. And you need to i 
figure out how many people every countrY is golng to have to:move 
from welfare to work in ordar for you not to have a train wreck 
at the end of the next· four years. . , 

MORE 
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EVery state has to do this. And it's going to have 
t'o be done county by count, communi~y by community. Becausei I'm 
~'~.llinq you, everybody that ever said people who are able-bodied 
'ill welfare ought to· have to work now has a moral obligation to 
ffiRke sure that the people wbo have been told they have to work 
;'lctually have jobs so they can work. We have to do that. ; 
f l\pplause. ) i 

i 

Let me just say I have been to a lot of states 
;'1nd looked at a lot of programs. In Missouri, they go to : 
f;'mployers and say , we'll give you the welfare' check for up to 
frmr years if you need it; but you have to pay people $1.'75 bver 
the minimum wage and we'll give you the welfare check. as an : 
.,'mployment-in-traininq supplement. And you can have it for a 
f:l0t, but not for'a particular individual, for up tO,10 years if 
:.;')U'11 just keep being part of our program. so they've got ~ lot 
"I employers -- small, medium and large -- who are part of that . 

I 

You have to do something likQ that to do something 
~f)r the employers who are not taxed. Community nonprofits and 

.I.. r~ligious organizations can hire a lot of people from welfare 

.ill to· their ranks, and have a lot. to do with inteqratlnq their 
families into the mainstream of life in North Carolina. But1they 
ha.ve to have some.. incentive to do. so. 

I 

The second th1ng I would urge you to do is to make 
~ure that as you realize savings from people moving from wel!are 
to work, I think you can meet your goals better if you turn : 
around and invest at least the 'initial of those savings back,into 
the transition. We did a' good jOb of adding $4 billion to child 
,CdL'e for people moving from welfare t.o work. But we still may 
not have enough .child care to do the job. And we know that is a 
huge barrier. You cannot ask people to hurt their kids when Ithey 
go to work. ' And a l,ot of folks~ entering these entry-level jobs 
.non t t make much money .. Now, we, can carry them over with Medicaid 
health insurance for their kids for a while -- they've got to 
havRthe child care. ! 

Th1s b111 gives yo'u a lot of flexib1lityand no~ you 
have to deslgn·thls program. I, would just implore you to really. 
get down to brass tacks, get the facts; How many' people doe~ 
North carolina have to move from welfare into jobs in four years? 
HOW many is that per county? How many is that per'commun1ty? 
What are the tools we have? Who have' we asked to do the job~ 

I 
I believe that .the· private sector is anxious to:be 

asked to participate 1n this. I be11eve they want.to end th~ 
permanent underc1ass in America and help people move into the 
thriving, growing middle class. But we have to do it in an ! 
organized, disoiplined way state by state~ we'ie going to d~ our 
part, but we need you to do yours. 

i 
' 

. I 
. '. 1Finally, let me say that lot is obvious from looking 

at,education that we have to have a new partnership in America. 
Wa!t1hington can lcu.d the way, but the work haa to be done by all 
Americans. North Carolina has led the way for a long time. 
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I was sm11ing today when I got up and I thought
"bout coming down here, and I 'thought about the first timei I was' 
t~~v.=~r ,in a meeting with Governor Hunt and Governor Riley --' 18 
y~ars ago -- we were all much younger then. And we had th!l..s idea 
t:hrlt all the southern states would reach the national avedlge in 
P!?t- capita income and have all these great opportunities for our 
pP0ple if only we could have :an education system that was ~s good 
Z\;~ 'anyplace in the country and it would reach everybody, without 

'rp(Jrlrd to race or income.i 
I 
I .

And, ironically, the mission that many of us who ·are 
f:f.utherners have carried for 20 or 30 years in our hearts is now 
thA mission of America in a global sociQty dominated by 
information and technology. And it is within our reach" I 
U.terally, to give every single child in America the greatest 
tuture in human history 1f we create the conditions in which we 
can flourish -- that's partly' our job, through national defense 
~nrl meeting the security chall~nges and providing ~ good e~onomy 
-- but, a150 having the tools.. i 

I 
we cannot guarantee the future for any child, but we 

can give every child the tools to make the most of his or h:er own 
l!-f.e," That is now America's mission. It is a, mission thiS! state 
hac pursued for a long time. If you will lead the waY/Ame~1cats 
best days are still ahead. . . I, 

Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause. ) 
i

END 12:00 Noon EST 

i 
I 
I 
! 
i . 
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Por Release: MEDIA ADVISORY Contact: Dana Pope 
Dlte:."", , .,":"Match,7. 1997:; ., ,Phone: ! (919) 733.;5612 

" i 
GO~. HUNT'S SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 10-14, 1997 I 

;, I 
MOndAy, M,rchiO ~::, I 
..·Delivers welcoming rem'arks~to about 400 technology executives at Cisco Systems Conference. 

(8:30.9: 1 S a.m.• Imperlal Salon. Sheraton Imperial Hot~l, Research Triangle Park) 
.' :~: 1, ~, ,'" I ' 

--DeHvers remllrks at Corifere~ce for Improving Minority/At..Rbk Student Achievemem. sponsored by the 
" State Board ofBducation and other education groups. The co'riferencc's theme is ('Blueprint for Excellence," '~ and participants will discuss ways to reach minority and at-risk students. ! 

(9:30..10 a.m., Friday Center, oft'Hwy. 54, Chapel Hill)' I 
, , 1 , , ' ' II , 

.. . . '\ . i. ." 

--Presides over the second Goyerrior's Summit on North Carolina Agriculture. The two-day summit brings 
,together farmers,asrlculture b~siness leaders, government and industry leaders to discJss' the future of, 
agriculture in North Carolina. ;This year's summit will feature U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman 

,and Sen. Iesse Helms. For a chinplete schedule. contact the Press Office. " I ' 
(Afternoon session, 1.~:30 p.m.• Hunt delivetswelcomins remarks in opening ~ession at ] p.m. 
Dinner session, 7..9 p.n,., all sessions in Grand Ballroom, North Raleigh Hilton,!Wake Forest Road, 
~~ 1 i 

TUe,dgy.Mauhll ,'~,. ': I''i 

,·..Piesid~s over second day ofGovemor's Summit on North CaroJina Agrjculture and 4elivers keynote

address. ~ , i 


, ' (7.11 :30 a.m.• Grand ~allr()om, North Raleigh Hilton; Hunt scheduled to speak at 11 a.m.) 


~--GiY. brief remark. at staievilde S~ho.ol Superlnt"."dents.Meeting.' i 
~ , (11 :4S-noon. 1st FloodAudltonum. Education Buddmg) , 

..-Office appointments. 

(Noon-2:30 p.m.) 


" ',' 

WedoCldlY. ¥ltcblZ '" 

•..Office appohttments. 

(9..11 a.m.) 


--more..- ;
, ' 

Governor's Press Office . ~ 
State Capitol, Raleigh, NC 2760j.8iloJ 
(919) 733·'612 .. 'roll Free 1..800-662-700' 
FAX (919) 733-5166 
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.·w)';'Pmld~i over Education Ca~inet meeting. The Education Cabinet il made ilp ofth~ heads!Of tho state 
~ cOmmumtycollege system, the UNC Board ofGovemors, the State Board ofEducatlon, the Independent 

CoHeges and Universities, and~,the state sup'erintendent ofpublic instruction. . ; 
(11:15 a.m.·12:1S p.m:, McKimmon Center, cotner ofGorman Street and Western Blvd., Raleigh) 

.!. " '.
, I,. '. 

;., --Attends State EdLication Co~ssion meeting. The cOmmission is made up of members of the State Board 

ofCommunity Colleges, the UNC Board ofGovernors, university boards of trustees, the State Board of
~ Education, and the Independent CoUese. and Universities. ;' . I . . .' 


ChanCellor John Silber~ofBoston University will speak at the event, and a panelle4 t)y UNC.President 
Emeritui Bill Priday Win discu~s "What Matters Most: Teachi~g Excellence." which Will be broadcast live by 
lINC Television. Legislators and other education leaders will participate in the discussion. i 

(Governor at event from 1:45..4:15, McKimmon Certtert:Raleigh .... 1:45..2:30 p.m., ~ommjssion 
meeting; 2:30-3:15 p.m., sp~h by Chancellor John Silber; 3:):5-3:25, break; 3:30-5 p.m., ~anel discussion) 

, 
,~ ; 

~,. c·-Attends Wake County Bduc~tion Partnership Pieces ofGold Awards. GOv. and Mrs. Hunt will receive this 
. year's "Friend. of~uc8tion" ,~ard for their volunteer efforts in the Wake County schools.: The Hunts both 

volunteer weekly With student~ 10 the Wake County SOS program. !'. 
(7.8:30 p.m., Memoria! Auditorium, Raleigh) . 

i . 

; 1'bundV.M.rsb13:; ..' 

~ •• Attends President Clinton'S 8ddress to ajoint session of the General Assembly. I 

(11 a.m., House Chamber, Legislative Building) . . I 

• • ( , j .. 
~ 'd 
,J. ,: 

·~()ft1ce appomtments. 

(2..5 p.m.) 


I": '{ 

friday. MArcb 14 

··Office appoin~ments. 


(8 a.m.-) p.m.) 
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For Release: IMMEDIATE Contact: Fred Hart~an 
Date: Mar. 7, 1997 I 

Phone: (9]9) 733·5612 
, 	 I ' 

I ' 
. 	 , I 

LEGISLATORS SHOW, STRONG SUPPORT FOR HUNT'S EXCELLENT SCHOOLS ACT 
• 	 I 

RALE10H •• One hundred and 'thirty Otie legi~lators from both parties are supporting Qo\" Jim Hu1nt's Excellent Schools 
Act, a comprehensive approach to raising standards for teachef~. And r~f'lliting end retaining the b~st teachers· for·North 
Carolina children. . , ' , ,,' i 

The bipartisan legislation was introduc'ed to both the Senate and House'last week by Senate Presid~ntPro Tern Marc 
Basnight Ilnd House Speakcr Harold Brubaker. the prim8ryco~sponsors. : 

, 	 :;! I ' 
" 	 :' ~" i 

uWe're standing together·a both pa:~ies .- for our childre'il and for exceJlent soI1001s/' Hunt said. ul. appreciate the strong 
support of our legislators and the le~der's~lip of Speaker Brubaker and Senate President Pro Tem B~snight. 1 look forward 
to all of us working together to see ~hat this bill become law.t~ : " . 1 

, 	 I
The Excellent Schools Act would r~,iseacademic and teac~ing standards, reward teachers for performance and raise the 
average teacher salary to the national averege by the year 2000. " ' ", I . 

Now. one-third ofNorth Carolina's ~e8chers leave the profession within the first five years be~ausel of low pay, safety 
concerns and lack of preparation fotthe classroolll, Underthe Excelle~lt Schools Act. beginning teitchers would have to 
meet morerigorou& standards and ui,ldergo more preparation before entering the classroom, and would get more help And 

, 	 I 

training as entryalevelteachers. Atthe same time,starting salary for teachers would go from 52.1.3,30 to $25,000 by the 
year 2000. ' l ' J! " 1 

i. 	 :7;; I 
; ~ i 	 : 

The Excellent Schools Act would also raise the bai"for leachers gettings continuing license, renewing their license, or 
getting tenure _a Ilnd the largest paY~increases would be tied to teacl.lers~ ability.to clear those hurdl~s. At the same time, 
the tenure process would be shortened to make it easier to fire bad teachers. The most experienced teacher who meets the 
very highest sto.ndllrds •• including being National Board-certified and' gening a more rigorous mast~r's degree -- could 
earn as much as SS3,OOO under the bill. Hunt chairs the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, and North 

'.' 	 I
Carolina has more board-certified teachers than any other state. 	 i 

I , 

Much oftlH~ Excellent Schools Act is based 011 the recent recommendations of the National Commi~sion on Teaching an'd 
America's Future, a national education reform group chaired by Hunt which sought out tho best, mqst effective ways to 
recruit and retain the best teachers. ~ :',: "I 

In addition, Hunt is pushing to expahd Smart Start into all 100 countile!s this year, to put more sworn, law enforcement 
:officers i,nto .the most viole,nt and di~ordcrly middle schools /lnd to exp~nd SOS. the after-school cri~'1e prevention 
initiative that matches adult voluntder mentors with atarisk students:'; ')' ' ' I 

I :!l 	 I 

(Attached Is a'"lisl oflegislators Wh~ h(Ille co-sponsored the Excellent Schools Act) 	 I 
Governor's Pross Office • .., 
Stllte Capitol. Ratelgh. NC 27603.. BOof 
(919) 73.3·5612· Toll Free 1-800·662.7005 

, 	 I 

FAX (919)73.3-5166 

http:ability.to
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BepresepIjtlVU 

, 1 Alama S. AdamI 

Guilford (Part) 

M.W. Aldrldee . t 


Greene (Pan), Pitt (Pan) 

MarthA AlexAnder 

Mccklonburg (Part) 

Cary D. Allred \ 

Alamance, Caswcll. Oranlc (Pa'1). 

Rockingham (Part) :' 

Gene C, Arnold t 

Nash (Pan), Wilson (Part) 

PhlUp A. Baddour. Jr. 

Lcnolr (Pan). Wayne (Part) 

Bobby H. Barbee, Sr. 

Caba/TUs (P~). Scanly (Part). 

Union (Pan) 

Charlet M. Beall 1 


Oraham, Haywood, Jackson (Part). 

Madison. Swain 

Donald A. Bonner 

Hokc (Part). RODcson (Part). 

Scotland (Part) 

Joanne W. Bowlo 

Oullford (Part) 

Floule Boyd·Mdntyre 

Ouilford (Part) 

Jerr)' 'Bra.well 

Duplin (Pan). Sampson (Part). 

Waync (Part) 

C. Robert Brawley " :' 
Catawba (Pari). Iredell (Part) 

, Jobn W. Brown 
Alexander (Part), Wilkes. Yadldn' 
Harold J. Brubakor ~ 
Guilforo (Pan), Randolph (Part) 1: 

Charles F. Buchanan 
Avcry. Burko (Part). Caldwell 
(Part). Catawba (part), Mitchell 
Lanier M. Cansler 
Buncombe (Part) ._. 
Walter cbufch. Sr. 
Burke (Part) 
E. Nellon Cote " 

AlamanCe. Caswell. Orimge (l'art). 

Rockingham (Part) 

James W. Crawford 

Franklin (Part), Granville (Part). 

Halifax (I'art), Porson. Vance (Part). 

Warron (Part) , 

Arlie F. Culp 

Chatham (Part), Ouilrord (Part). 

Randolph (Part) 

'Bill Culpepper 

Chow8Jl. Dare, Perqulmans (Pan)., 

Tyrell. Washington (Part) 

W. Pete CunnlnabAm 

Mecklenburg (Pan) 

Andrew T. J)ecimon 


Clevcland, Oaslon (Part). Polk 

(Part), Rutherford 
 < 

W.W. Dickson 
Gaston (Part). Mecklenburg (l)an) 
Jerry C. Dockham 
Davidson (Part), Randolph (Part) 
Ruth M. Easterllnl 
Mecklenburg (Part) 
Rick L. Eddln. 
Wakc (Part) 
Milton F. FItch, Jr. 
Edgecombe (Part), Nuh (Pari), 
Wilson (Pan) 
Stan Pox :11 
Granville (Part), Vance (Pari). 
Warren (Part);>, 
John R; GRmblo, Jr. ,.--- . ";:., 
Gaston (Part) and Lincoln (Part) 
Charlotte A. GArdn'er 
Rowan (Part) 
G. Wayne Goodwin 

Montgomery (Part). Richmond, 

Scotland (Part) 

Robert Grady 

Onslow (Part) 

,Jim Gulley , 

Mecklenburg (Part) 

Joe lIatkney , , 

Chatham (Part), Orange (Part')" 

Dobby Ray Hall 

HarneLl. Lee. Sempson (Part)' I,: 

thomAS C. HArdaway ~(', 

Edgecombe (Part), Halifax (Part), 

Martin (Pan), Nash (Part) , 

Robert J.lJenlley. Jr. 

Wake (Part) 

William S. HlflU 

Alleghllny. Ashe, Stokes, Surry, 

Watauga 

Foyl" Hlahtower. Jr. 

Anson. Monlgomery (Part), Stanly 

(Part) . 

Dewey L. Hili 

Brunswick (Part), Columbus (Part). 

Now Hanover (Part). Robeson ,': 

(Part) 

Howard J. Hunter. Jr. 

Bertie (Part). Gates. Hertford (Part), 
Northampton­
Robert C. Hunter ~ it 
Burke (Part). McDowell. Yanb~y 
J.W. Hurley 
Cumberland (Part) 
Verla C. Insko 
Chathlll'll (Pan), Orange (Pail) 
Wllllilm M.lvel 
Buncombe (Pan), Henderson (Part). 
Transylvania 
MAry L. Jarrell 
Oul1(ord (Part) 

Margaret M.iJerru• 

Guilford (Part) 

Larry T. JUB~ice 

HenderSon (Part). Polk (I)an) 

Paul Luebke \ 

Durham (I'art) 

Mary E. McA\JIster 

Cumborland (~art) 

Danny McComas 

Ncw Hanover (Part) 

Eugene MeCo'mba 

Rowan (Pan) !. 

PAul R. McCrary 

Davidson (part) 

W. Edwin McMahan 

Mocklenburg (Part) 

LInwood E. M'ercer 

Edgecombe (P~n). Greene (Pan). 

Martin (Part). ~itt (Pan) 

H.M~ Michaux, Jr. 

Durham (Part) ! 


George W. Miller, Jr. 

Durham (I'an) I 

David Miner \' 
Wake (Part)' 

Frank Mitchell 

Iredell (Part) , I 

Richard L. Mdoro 

Cabarrus (Part)! 

Jane H. Mosley 

Durham (Part). Wake (Part) 

Martin L. Nesbitt, Jr. 


I
Buncombe (J1nrt) 
Edd Nyc ,I 

Bladen. Cumberlond (Part). New 

Hanover (Part), :Pender (Part), 

Sampson (Pa.nYI· 

Warren C. Oldham 

forsyth (Part) I 

William C. Ow'en" Jr. 


I 
Camd~n. Currituck, Pasquotsmk.

IPerqulmans (Pllrt) 
, Jean B. Prelto~ 
Carteret, Onslo+ (Part) 
Liston B. Ram~ey 
Oraham. Heywood. Jackson (Part). 
Mlldison. Swainl 

. John M. RRyn~ld 
Gaslon (Part). Mecklenburg (part) 
E. David Redwine 

Brunswick (Part). Columbus (Part), 

New Hanovcr (Rart), Robeson 

(l)llrt) 
 11 . 

Cene Rogcr. 

Bertie (Part). He)1ford (Pan). 

Martin (Part), Pitt (Part), 

Washington (Pa;l) 

CArolyn B. Russell 

Oreene (Part). L~noir (Part), Wayne 

(Part) . . 



P. 616:36FROM 

Drew P. SAunders 

Mecklenburg (Part) 

P. Wayne Selton 

Forsyth (Part). Rockingham (Paft) 

Wilma M. Sherrill 

Buncombe (Part) 

Fern Sh'ubert 

Union (Part) 

Ronald L. Smith 

Carteret, Onslow (Part) 

Ronnie Sutton ' 

Hoke (Part). Robeson (Part) 

Gre,a Thompson 

Avery, Burke, (Part), Caldwell 

(Pan), Catawba (Pan), Mitchell; 

Joe P. Tobon ' 

Edgecombe (Part), Nash (Part). Pill 

(Pan). Wilson (Pan) 

William L. Walnwrlgbt 

Craven (Part). Jones (Pan). Leno.!r 

(Pan). Pamlleo (Part) 

Alex Warner 

Cumberland (Pan) 

Nurham O. Warwick 

Onslow (Part), Pender (Part). 

Srutlpson (Part) 

Mike Wilkins 

Franklin (part). Granville (Pan), ' 

Halifax (Pan). Person. Vance (Pan). 

Warren (Plln) 

Gene Wilson 

Alleghany. Ashe. Slokes. Surry, , 

Watauga 


,LArry Womble 

Mccklenbura (Part), 

Douiliu 'V. "Vonaue , " 

Cumberhlnd (Pan). Hoke (Pan). 1 

Moore (Part). Robeson (Pan). ' 

Scotland (Part) 


Charlie Albertson 

Duplin, Jones (Part), Onslow (Plin). 

Pender (Part). Sampson (Part) , 

Austin Allran 

Catawba, Lincoln (Pan) 

Frank Ballance, 

Bertie (Part), Oales. Halifax (Part), 

Henford, Northampton. Vance 
 J 

(Part), Wmen 

Patrh:k Ballantine· 

Carterel (Pan), Craven. Pamlleo ,: 

Marc Bunraht. . ,t 

Beaufon (Part), Benle (Part), 

Camden, Chowan, Currituck. Dare, 

Hyde, Pasquotank, Perqulmans. 

Tyrell, Washington (Part) 

Bob Carponter . 


Duncombo (Pan), Cherokee. Clay, 

Graham, Haywood (Part). 

Henderson (Pan), Jackson (Part); 

Macon (part), Polk, Transylvania 

(Part) 

Jobn Carrh'aton 

Wake (Pitt) 

Rlehrd Conder 

Anson, Hoke (Pan), MontgorTttllY. 


, ~Ichmond. Scotland. Sta,nly,(Part). I 

Union 
Ro)' Cooper 
Edgecombe (Pan), Hallf8JC (Pait), 
Nash. Willon (Pan) 
Walter DaltOn 
Cleveland (Part). Rutherford' 
Charlie Dannelly 
Mecklenburg (Pan) 
Jim Forrester 
Gaston (Pan). Iredell (Part), Lincoln 

. (Pan) 

Vlralnla FO:II 


. Alleghany. Ashe. Guilford (Pari). 
Rockingham, Stokes, Surry. ; .. 
Watauga :;, 
John A. Garwood ,n
Alo)(ander, Avery, Burk.e (Pan). 

Caldi.vell, Mitchell. Wilkes, Yadkln 

Wlb Gulley 1 , 

Durham. Oranvllle. Person (Part), 

Wake (Pan) 

Fletcher Hertsell 

Cabatrus, Rowan (Part). Stanly 

(Part) 

. David Hoyle 

Cleveland (Part). GaSlon (Part), 

Lincoln (pan) 

Thomas K. Jenkins 

Haywood (Part), Henderson (Pan). 

lackson (Pan). Macon (Part). 

Swain, Transylvania .;;


Luther Jordan • ,h 

Jones (Part), Lenoir (Pan). New 

Hanover (Pm), Onslow (Panr.~' 

Pender (Pan) :' 

Jobn Kerr 

Greene, Lenoir (Part). Wayne. 

Ellie KJnrialrd 

Chatham, Lee (Pan), Moore. 

Orange, Randolph (Pan) 

Jell Ledbetter 

Buncombe (Pan)./Burke (PaJ1), 

Madison, McDowell, Yancey 

Howard N. Leo 


, Chatham:, Lee (Part), Moore, , ' 
Orange, Randolph (Part) 'i ' 


Jeanne Luca' 

Durham. Granville. Person (Part). 

Wake (Pm) ~~ 

Bill Martin '\:;'


:' 

Guilford (Pan) .1' 


Bob Marlin I 


Edaccombc (Part). Martin (Part). 

Pitt (Part), Washington (Pan). 

Wilson (Part) I 

Mark MeDanlel 'I 

ForsYlh (Part) , 

Brad Miller I 

Johnston (Part). Wake (Pan) 

Fountain Odom· I . 

Lincoln (Pan). Mecklenbuts(Pan) 

Dan P810 .. I 

Hamott, lohnston ~Iart), Lee (Part), 
Sampson (Part) .. 

Beverly Perdue I . 

Caneret (part). Craven. Pamllco 

Jim Phillip. : 


.Davidson (Pan), Iredell (Pan). 
Rowan (Part) I 
Aaron Plyer I 
.	Anson. Hoke (Pan), Montaomcr}'• 
Richmond. Scotland.j SIan1y (Part) 
Ton), Rand I ' 
Cumberland (PIU'1.) • 
Erie Miller Reeves I 
Johnston (Pan). Wakb (Part) 
Bob Rucho . 
Mecklenburg (Part) 
Bob Shaw 
DavIdson (Part), Guilford (Part). 
Randolph (Part) , I 

Larry Shaw 

Cumborland (P'art) . \ 

R.C. Soles 

. Bladen (Pan). Brunsv.;lck. . . . 
Columbus. New Hanover (Part) 

Ed Warren ": ~ , . 1 • 


Beaufon (Part), Lenoir (Pan), 

Martin (Part) I 

David Weinstein ; 

Bladen (Pan), Cumberland (Pan). 


'Hoke (Part). Robegon,ISamp'snn 
(Part) 
Allen H. Wellons 
Franklin, Johnston (Pan), Vance 
(Pan), Wilson (Pan) ! 
Le.lIe Winner . 
Mecklenburg (Part) 
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PUblic Schools otNorth CatuIlna ~ 

. Stat.e Board of Education u.tt.1 ,.... 
Depliltment ofPublic Instruction ~ 

Dl~on of COmmuilJcadons and Wonnarion ~ 

For Release: Embarg~ed untlll0 a.m.• January 16, 1997 

J . ." "I 

, North CaroJi"ra Fares Wen in First Nation81 Education Report Card 

. 1, , \ 

. A first-ever repoI1 card one<iucntion in the nation'$ .so states was released today bYI 
Education Wuk magaZine and the Pew Charitable Trusts. Iii it, North carolina was elted as one 

" ' 1" '11':" • 1 ' 

ofa dozen States poSting the highest marks.!~; .. I . . . " , I 
The 240-page QuiJliry Counts: A Report Card on the CDndition ofPubUc Educatlo1l in the 

. I 

$0 Slates gives six letter grade!=. report-card style. in four ba.~ic areas: academic standards and 
assessments; quality of teaching: sehool climate and fundiog resources. for which three seph.rate 

. . I 
grades arc offered. : I 

(The full report can be accessed through the NC Department of Public Instruction's I 
homepageat http://www.dpLstate.nc.U8 via a front page'~ to Education WI'k.) \. 

North CiIiolin& bested or equaled the states' averages in five at the six areas graded. 
I 

earning its highest mark. ,an A in standards and assessments: and lowest, a D. in school climate. 
.• '., I 

In quality of teaching, the. state earned a C. Undtr financial resources, Noah Carolina got Ii B-
for adequacy of funclinS, an A- for equity of funding. and a ¢t for funding allocation. \ 

State Su~rintendeht Mike Ward said, "We arc extren,'ely pleased to achieve an A in . 

standards and assessmentS, an area that we have coneentiated:on and where we continue to ~ur a 
lot of emphasis!' Staitdai'ds is one of the linchpins of the state's latest reform initiative. The \ 

ABesof PubU~ Ed~~atiO?, That plan. ~hleh is now operatiori8.I in all 117 SChool,districts, i~ I 
bas~d on accountabi1uy fo~ student /:!-cpievement. including standards; an emphasis on reac~~8 
the basics; and placing more control of schools at the loca.l.level.· .' \ 

. The Superintendent',didn't back away from some needed impro'Yemcnt&, "While the re~ort 
points to progress we are thnldng in OlU" start's educationaJ system, there is still significant ro?m 
for improvcmen~ especia1{Y in the ,two areas ofSchool cUmnt'e'and QUality of tCIl:hing.•J 

1\ 

. Ward continued, 'l'he Qual!ty Counts repa!! does suppon whar we are tryIng to 

accomplish in education in~ our state. It says, nnd we agree. thia~ in North CaroUna, if we can bb 


. (more) l!,:g I 


\ , 

\ 

http:http://www.dpLstate.nc.U8
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North Carolina FareslWeJl in First National Education Report Card 
Addl-2-2­

, . 

faulted 'with anything. it·s with ttying too bard to improve our schools. The report notes th~t the 
start-and-stop history of refonn in our state has hindered us, and that we havo to give olle RfoIm 
initiative enough time t9 work." . . I 

I 

. Wud praised the',O'ovcmor for his emphasis on improving teaching and schools. Heilllso 
credited the Nt oene~ Assembly for the state receiVing high marks in it$ funding effott. I 

Many states received their lowest grade on school clif,nate. a C onavecage. Only four
l 

states received a B. Onc nadonal finding. for instance. Showed that nearly half the sludenrs in 
most states attend elem~ntil.ty or high schools that aro bigge~ than resentch suggests is opcitrlnl to 
promote learning. 

The school c:1i.mate grade took Into account such factors 0.$ the number of srudenl:l in 
chases and in schools, both of which Ward ,aid arc already being addressed 1n North Clltolina's 
recently approved $1.8 ~illlon bond referendum to renovate existing schools and build new I 
facilities. For the repon,l school climate also included school saiety. which is being addresse~ 
through North CaroUna'~ Saf~ Schools initiative; sitc·based management; absenteeism: studbllt 

. " I
apathy and parent suppor. L:: 

NOM Carolina wlis in line \'i.·lth other states' performance onithe Issue of quality of· 
teachinJ: earning a c. No state earned an At and only cighteamcd Bs. 

The State Board o't Education In recent months has been researching the number and rate 
at which teachers are lea:~nr the profession. This issue b cliheal to schoolimptovement in til0th 
Nonh Catolina Md theriiltion, accordin, to Quality CountS' • 

Both the Board add Ward say that !ta'aCting and reraining good teachers will remnin III 
priority. Gov. James B. ijunt Jr., recently re-elected. has promised to work to rruse teachers' , . 

salaries in the state to the; national avcmge by the year 2000. 
l 

"When we have ad-,equately addressed these issues. the quality of teaching will improve," 
Ward noted. uMeanwhile~ we can't overlook the fact that thousands of outstanding teachers Je 
doing an e);cellentJob in bur classrooms every single day)' ", I 

i· . . I
" . " 

1It': 
'I~ 
1 . ~ 

http:elem~ntil.ty
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·Itocal congressm~n offer 
, 
"educationaI aid plan 1+$~ 
, 

Breaks for students IOllns; fullyi CXllnlN .cholllUhlps
" , and fellowllllps from taxable In· ,come thrOug'h ' ":,,' come, Inclu41nggrnnu that cover 
", l~vtng elCpen~ea and work.study ,In.

rewriting parts of ' come; and "Ilow famUle. to" dip
. ' ,Into their IndJvtduaJ Retirement Ac·Reagan-era' tax code counts for 1,lgher educatlon COlli 

, . '0 wIthout a lo.:percent penalry fee roJ' 
ByliSA FERI'~'NOEZ early wllhdr~wal., 
MaClnl NWIt S.lVle." ,Benentlng !'rom thoae tax ~reaks ' 

WASHINGTON - Two, Triangle. would not li~ dependent on ,main' 
area Democratic congreumen out· ' talntns a' Saverase or being drug. 
Hned a three.part educational, aid , tree, I. President Clinton bas re' 
plan Wednetday that would give qulred to recelv, hit proposed 
students nnllnclal breakt by ntwl'lc· S1.500.ptr.y~ar tft/[ credlu or 
Ing paru of 8 Reagan·era ta~ code. '$10;000 tlUl dedurtlons. 
.. Although ~.ngreu created a Botti !'rlce \ and CllnIon', planr 
.Impler, (alrer tax code In 15186.' would aCTett mostly mlddle.tlm 

Rep. DaVld,.prlce .ald that tex reo , families. a 8egm~nI of,the popula. 
(orm Will not entlrelycon.lstenc lion that BOrne critic. contend BI. 

In the way It picked and cho.eready .end. '/t'sldds to college and 
among credltf. deduetlon. and ex- doean't need tlilt breaks a. much B. 

emptlOflJ." , .' needy Camille. I' ' 
,The chanse••1I0~ed taXpayen to, But Btherl~ge, rt:mlnded the 

exempt more .e~enl~ of their, In- Hou.e commlttte thor rllere are 
colrTle and malnl~.peneBted those many mlddle!cIa,. Camllles who 
':: th ,hlghu In~mel, ,but have find nnanclal 'help and would bell' 
gouen Increaslnlly out of 111'10 eOt from tax breaks,

with lome of our c:ountry" most !, 

preuln, Med.," laid Price, whOle Some com~lttee membeu, Ill' 
4th Dhtrlc:t Ineludea most of Or. eluding Rep, !Nancy, Johns?n. R· 
anSI! County and' part. of Wake Conn.. queBtlol)ed how Price I plan
Couney, " ' would be paid ror because Its provt· 

Prlorltle8 'are out of whack, he slon. wouldre~uce tax revenues to 
said, Ir ramllles 'now can deduct the governmenp general coffer. 
mon,age Inteum on their beach Admitting hl~ plan has to be off· 
home. but can't do the nme ror set somewhere! In the budEct be· 
tlielr children', .tudent 'loans. . cause he I. no~ proposing' A tax In~ 
:The 1986 tall chanSei wefe .up- ,creast, Price dId noc offer ,u!fge.·, 

, pbrted by Prtildtn~'RugAn.IAt ~he tlORS al to where ~ho,e cute should 
time, the U.S, HOUle was controlled be made. HII p.1an would be rolled 
by Deinoerau but 'Republicans con. Into .ome cyp~ ,or larger 'propoul 
l~ol\ed the Senate,: :,' . . yet to be dete~h\t!:d, , 
.Price, who wu I:polltlcal .dence Price tltlma,ted thac his bill 

and public polley proretsor at Duke would Cosl about 5600 million per 
University, and ~ Jlep. lobby year. as oppole~ to Clinton'. educa· 
Btherldae. who W~I North ClrO' tlonal tax relief provlalon'. which 
IInll'& state superintendent of pub. would con .bout 53S billion by 
lie Inttnlctlon, were Invited to the 200~. \ 
I~OLlIl~ Way. and Means Conln\hteo NehherPrlce nor Iltberldgl: or· 
to explain PrIce'. I!dueatlon Afford· fered a detailed critique' of 
ablllry Act, which lltherldge I, co· Clinton's plan•.1saying ,that tbey 
.pontorln,. hadn't seen all :lhe parts of It yet. 
:Btherldge" 2nd'Dlatrlet Inelildes When prelled: ~owever. Price, uld 

rQuch of Durham County. he lupported much of Clinton', 
: Price', bill, InIroduced In. the plen" bllt wu ,Iconcemed thet 1\ 

House' on Feb. 6. would restore the would «quire .tudenu to maIntain 
deductibility of Intemt on. Itudent' Baveraguto get ald. 

: 1,

,:;.:: 

; \ 
" 
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chJld needs ­ and deserves....;.. 
teacher. UnfprtunatelYt not all 
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.'"tal to schoolreform·· 

~~acher8. ,Yet the current ~t me... teachers facina dlsrnJS8al o~ dem~tion 

;, lawyer. He~ tn Guilford County, wS- • the I proceSI would need tol take 114 
~mlssaJ het\tlngs have reportedly days. Stru. that'e an Improvement over 
.f" volved. into~ elaborate trials. . ' the 140-plus days it now takes . 
. ~ It should ~ome as no 8urprise, then, There's been a.lot of talk a~out rais­

. :-that teacbers who perform poorly are lni ;tPe standards of education. Parents ·.tlll in. our~ classrooms. Rather than have made It clear that schoo~s must be 

"lJtuaE~nu have one. But don't despair. 
rnor's proposed Excellent 

8 a teason to be cautiously 
bJ),timt.lstl c about the future oteducation 

North Carolina. 
:If 8tate lawmakers support Jim 

~unt'8 mea~ure. plucking out the bad 
~,achers woUld no longer be the diM­
l!.ult task It is now. School admJnl8~a-, 
!iors ought ..to be able to nr~ r.0o~ .. 

l~n8uinlngt)expen8Ive dismJss . pro­
(~88 often ~i8courage8 them ,from do­
~ ing so, particUlarly when a tenured 
~ teacher is l.t;lvolved. . . 
~i( The recent dismissal. of a Uncoln 
,county teBc~e,r, for example, cost that 

~hool eystem 540.000. Superintendent
1UrtY Eddy'Jcontend. that the burden 
~of proot Is So rre,at ~e school district 
~'felt it had no choIce ex~p.t to h1,"!. a 

'thrust a 8cbOol1nto 8 drawn-out ordeal, 
!,dmJ..n.1stratcin allow those lacking ap· 
~ proprlate sJ9.Us to remain, at our chll­

i:4ten'l experse. By lome ~stim8tes, 4 
.: .," ,I 

held,.accountable. It the 8cho~ls are to 
llve;~p to those expectations, they must 
be aRle to removetneffectiv8, teachers 
in a~~~~elY manner. . I 

t 

wo~d have theIr fate declde~ by a case 
manqer, who would periorm a role 
alnill.ar to a court mediator! 

TI\'at would bring to an end the dis­
tracting poUtics. assocIated ,'with con­
venin,.g a peer review board~. The case 
manlaer would hear bothsldea and 
make a recommendation to the school 
board. That's an idea worthl consider­
In,. although you have to wonder why 

. , , 
.~ 

percent of tenured teachers need to 10.' 

In the absence of repealing North Car­

ollna'. tenure provision, it makes sense 

to 'streamline the firing prOcess. 


. No one's advocating that jobs be ter­
minated without due proce~8; te~cherB 
should be protected from arbitrary fir­
ing. But. turnlng hearlnss Iinto trials 
serves no good purpose and unneces­
sarily adds to the amountl of money 
being spent outside ot the classrOom .. 

Presumably, those expenses would 
be dramatically reduced under Hunt's 
·pJan. Instead of pleading thcHr cases:to" . 
a p.~er review board. with ttie.posslbn. 
lty: of appeallng to· the Bcllool board, 

http:alnill.ar
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Hunt plugs schools plan 

• Gov. Jim HUht promotes 
nis schoollmp.rovement plan 
during s' Visit to a Guilford 

,County school. 
. " , flovel'll.or \IlIkh.,the cool ll'aBe of a 

;,veteran talk·show host. Islev eVen 
BY ruc~ MCKAy, :,earned a hlgb.l1ve slap from GlIlI· 
Scaff WtI!tT ;Ford CountY Schools Superlnlen. 

denl Jerry Weast after naming the 
He.fqced ,the .Ie~ttire. , He. 'clry where tbe· Supreme Court reo 

faced the Cllmerall. Now on his push :side'e. 
to promote t,~e new "Excellent; Oth~rs were shy. Dena Conhum 
SChools Act, ,Gov. Jim Hunt knelt boslde heir science export. ' the cla.ssroom with the xcellent 
dropped In on a room full of rourth- man! on moldy bread, Hunt bent on 
Rraders, 'one knee and listened Intently to 
. On Ids' way to his Mat Town ~o 9-yearoold In pony tall& as Ihe 
!deelin, with Teachers - It Ala· 'explained with deliberate care that 
manee Elementary School on Fri· Jicr. Gelei1~o ~rDJcct proves home· 
day afternoon, - Hunt ~nd a few ,made bread turns moldy furer 

HUNT~~\~~ 

Ccmtlnued/romllage DJ ; '!.;' " 

1*" :'1 
,The Republican. who control the 

state House' already have beguil 
picking apa~, the details of. the 
governor's pr0p'0sed budget- par­
ticularly Hunt 8 reliance an .low. 
Ing the trowth ,of ,Medicaid 
spending end pull1ns money from 
his own Work First weltare·to­
work Inltladve. 

Some Republlcana .also have 
questioned the wisdom of trying to 
mateh the nadonel average dollar 
tor dollar, Thay want to faotor In 
the value of, benettt. teachers ro­
celve and tho relatively low cost of 
lIv1nl In Nonb Carolina. 

That'8 why Hunt was In Gulltord 
CountY Fttdey,semng the word oill 
on', ,why be thinks hill plan Is 
needed. 
,Tho schools are Rood, but we 

jneed to do bener he told the ch~l. 
dren, end later about 1.50 teachers 
who g8thered In the 8chool's II­
brl!rY Cor the" tCI'I~n mcelinl., , 

, ,--'., 
Jonnltl Amos, R speech teachorl' 

at Foust Elementary School. said 
Iheldea III oxclUng and orierslzlng.. 

"It's relslnS' stllndardslnternallY,1 
and then banking It wllh mOney,"l
IIhe, said. ' , j

Amos, a teacher for, 28 years,.
said Ihat no one becomes a teacherl 
for the money, but' for a love of the! 
prefession. i 

",Money Is nol the th Ini that .otl 
you'thero," she 8ald. "And yet, you
Ilcel:yourselr 811 a professional. We 
800; our naUon rewardlna excel· 
lence with money,"

The town meedng ended with alII 
the:'eduCltorllln support ot the blll,l 
such 88 Alamance Elementary's:
prinCipal, Daphne Rupard. "It's! 
time tor It, and past time for It." she: 
sold. I 

The governor lays there will be 
moet such town meetinll for teach·' 
er.,)ut no others are planned liih< 
now,. ' 

And back In Moxley's class, the, 
Icoinetry loason will walt until 
Monday.' Sbe put the children to: 
work wrldnr about the iovemor's 
vl81~ In their joumals, 

J 

, school omelals wound up In Jean 

i Moxley's claas. 

, ColQr the afternoon', geoinelr)' 

(108110n canceled. 

: Chrla Isley,' 9, chatted with the 


than store·bought bread. ,',' 
"I'm very proud of you all," he 

cold the children. "Do you know 
that you have one or the best teach· 
en In Amenca?" 

He referred to Moxley. who was 
among five Guilford County leoch. 
era recently namod by the National 
Board, for Professional Teaching 
Standards to receive National 
Board ConlficaUon. 

It's ,thet ~on of Ichlevemllnt that 
Hunt s!lYs he wants to hel~brin, to 

Sch09l~ Act IntroduceiJ to lawmak· 
elS ~~: Wednesday. 

Tb8(pJan would reward teachers 
who take on extra work and ie~ 
more training. such 18 Moxley who 
went ~rouab four months or Inten.· Pleas~ sae HUNT, Page 82 

::>aturaay, Maron', 11:11:11 

I IIlve study tor the cel"tlfication. And
lit would be easier tor ochools to flre 
those wbo aren't performlns well. 

It also would ralee the, atate', 
teacher pay to,the national average 
by the year 2000. Thti .tate'e aver· 
ale teacber', pay now rankll 42nl1 
in the natio,n at 530,564, The na· 
tlonal average is $37,794. 
• The money would attract arid 
:lciIep the best leachei'II, Hunt 81lYS, 
,which In tum would make schools 
bener and raiae test scores.
I But there's a 51 billion annual : 
pnee taa on the plan, and panlsan 
parues likely wlJl continue In Ra. 
leigh over whero exactly the ritate 
~IH find that kInd or money.
I 

i ',' " I Gel?)' BmaJl'lllfN."", 

Go,. Jim Hunt 11.'.n. II Denl Corthum, • fourt" JI'.d.r at Alamlnce 
Elam.ntirr School In Guilford Count)', 'explain. he, pro,eat. Ttl. ,ow· 
ernor .,lld • '1,lt to J••n Mo.'e"', ola~. Friday, MOlley wa. one of : 
flYe Glillford Count)' t'lcher. who hal b..n r.ooplzed for excel- . 
lence.' , " . ' ,: I 

http:flovel'll.or
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.iHalfwayhome .. 1. 

N.C~ schools do well on U.S. ,test, but job is~'tfin,shed 

:\ " I 

"Our ~hOolB are mailing real pro"eBB, bur i and expense have been considerable. Our 
we'vi got a lot more to do. II '~c:hools are m,aldng progress. What ;we do does 

1 ....;.(Jov. Jim Hunt 'seem to make~ difference; Trying Is.worthwhlle. 
~ Sut al both federal and state officials empha­'' he governor. who has made education his sized, progress does not mean theJob Is finished. 

top ~ pn9r1ty, was talking about North 1pnly about 8' fifth of students -+ In North 
CarolIna's encouraging performance on ;prollna and t~e nation -;' were Judged "profi­T, tho latest, national mathemaUcs test. Like :~lent" or better. Less than tro-th1rdslbf students 

others who have looked at N.C. schools and the met even NAEP's "basic.' standai'd. NAEP's 
national landscape. he sees signs, "Itandards are demanding, \but theyjwere care· 
of hope, b4t no reason for con'lpla' fully sot. Most of our students are no~ doIng well 
cenC)'. As: a report said of the enough. A significant number - more than 8 
South sarno )'oars ago, we are I third here and natlonlll,y~ - Ilre Ibelow the 
halfway home, but we have 8 long .'.'baslc" level. !. I 
way to go., , The progress 19 real. But we still have too 

The res411s Come frOm the tosts many students dangerously .near th~ bottom In 
given In 1;996 by NAEP - the what they know, too te~ who ~re soUdly 
National Assessment of [duca· Huntproftclent. Work pays off, but we can.'t quit yet.
tlonal Progress - tb a sample uf . 
the natlon~iJ sludents, thIs Ume In mathematltS:, . The Issue Is not really about test scores. They 
Scores w.nt up In all. three grades tested (are only 8 measurement. The q~estlon Js 
nationally:grades four. eight and 12. On the state whether this Southern state. having gonen 
tests, giv~!1 In the two lower. gracles, N.C. :halfway home. wUl struggle the rest ~f the wAy.
youngsterS'showod some ofthe country's biggest Will we provide the education that children need 
gains fromllhe earlier tests glven in 1992. Fourth ite become proflclent- on the tests land In the, 
grad<irs In;~ N.C. public schools were above the 1world? WUI We! do something aboutthtularmlng 
overage for their counterparts natlonaUy; elshth numbers of chUdren Who, 81 In the P"St, don't 
graders w~re below the everage, but not tar. 'make It to minimal ,competence or ~duatlon. 
North Carqllna Is nowhere near the bOttom. ; The testa lay we can make progress through 
. Like the 1994 NAEP scorns shoWing our' our schoolS. They also say we haveInot made 
rourth gra$S,ers above the national average In nearJy enough pro81'ess yet. And It Is hard to 
reading. th~ results are certainly good news. The shake the suspicion that the hardest part of the 
carefully d,eveloped NAEP tests are 8S good a Journey lies ahead, particularly for chlldren who 
measure o~ we have of how the nation is dotng. come to school with dlsadvantagej plied on 
and about ~O percent of states participate In the disadvantage. Schools Bre essential, but they are 
state-level ;,assessment, North Carolina's effort not alone enough. I 

, ' 
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elusive 

No'tfhCarolhia wants'more 

federal aid to rebuild from last' 

fall's hurricane, but recent 

disasters make that ,,15 likely. 


,( 

By JAMES RoSEN 
W,uHINOTON cO~RmoNDIiNT 

WASHINGrON - As far ~s the CUnton 

administration Is concerned, Hurricane 

Fran Is yesterday'S dJsaster. 

PresIdent CHnton Is p'~eparlng to ask 

Congress to approve tens of mUllons of 

dollars In emergency relJeraid for several 

natural disasters around tpe country. 

, GoY. Jim Hunt and Noffil.Carolina's rep­
I"eBentatJves in Congress Want to get some 

ofthat mone,yfor more cleanup from Hur­

ricane Fran, but ,theylace heavy comPeti­

tion !ro~ other 8tatl)s hit oy more l'Octlnt

dJ88sten. " .'. t ,\ , 


In a rare dIsplaY ofbiparitsan solidarity,

North CaroUna's entJte congressional del­

egation wrote ClJnton 8 IeU~rthJsweek. It· 

said the state needs considerably more 

than the $690 mlUlon it has!recelved from 

Washington so far ,to mend~the ravages oC

Fran., .) 

. ·~though North CaroUlll offiCials are 


continuing to refine their estimates the 

cost of u,nmet needs totali Beveral hun­

dred million dollars/' the I~tter said. 


Though the letter dJdn't mentJon 8 spe­
;	cJflc figure,. Hunt's Office in, Washington 
gave the congressional offJces 8 list of 
almost $870 mUlIon In ad~ltlonal needs. 

! 

, 	 , 

The Hst Includes $250 mllllon to rebuild 
homes, businesses .and pubUc utWtlt$; $50 
million In loans for businesses: $S8.~ mil· 
Ilon to clear fO~8t debris; $16.6 mllUon to 

. replenish beachesj 8n4.12 mlliJon to;clear 

streamslnd cothbat mosquito Infestation. 


. ,"We slmplVeannot meet aU these needs," 

Hunt said 'thursday. "Now that we ~ow 

what the exact numbers are, It's appro·

priate that we iO b$ck to Congress.': . I 


The problem is that other states: have 
more urient needs. Heavy ralnfal.1 and 
f100cllng haVe hit California, Oregon and 
Wlishlngton In the West, 88 wen 88 Ohio and 
Kentucky In the Midwest. whUe Ark8nSBS 
was struck by tornadoes. . I . 

LaWrence Haas. a spokesman lorWhite 
, House bu~et dlrector Franklin Raines, 

said those areas' emergency needsjmust . 
be met flrst. . . 

"We worked very hard, very aggre~8lve­
Jy and In close consultation with Oov:emor 
Hunt ID. the Immediate aftennatb orHurrl· 
cane Fran/' Haas said. "We tried topfovlde 
88 oomprehenslve apackage offed~""Uef 
as:we could. We now face the n~ed to 
reSpond effect1veJy to recentflooding In Cal· 
Jfomia and the Northwest. and the recent 
diSasteri that havebet'allen Arkansasl Ohio, 
K8.ntuc~ and other states,'·· I 
iGThat may leave North Carolina pn Ita 

o'Wn In deaUng with the remainder of/$3 bU· 
lion In total damages from Fran. the state's 
~orst natural dJ,aster this century.1 
,: :Hunt has already put a few dis,aster­

""lated Items Into his budget request to 
the General AssemblY for 1997-98, If1clud. 
Ing additional dam 8ate~ lnspectors and a 
$4 mWlon "scoo~r" plane th~t couJq deliv­
er large amounts of water to help p,ut out 
forest fires that may start among trees 
downed by Fran. I 
:JfNo~CaroUna doesn't getmore money , 

Irttheemergency-£uridJ.ngpackage, ~puJ>' . 
llcan Sen. Lauch Faircloth aaldhe wll1 push 
fOr the funds to bepartofthe 199'1~98 ~udiet. 
i~"Wewanttodoall that we can tQaddress 

,North Carolina's needs and prevent;future 
problems luch as floodlng, fOreSlllre8and 
mosqultoes,lI he laid. j . 
: . Statt wrIter Kell,y Thompson Cochran 
contrIbuted to this report. 
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Senaie;teen tobacco bill . 
II rolls; Hous~versionsiuck 

i . IG I.
Some see ~verldll; others ar~~ for stronger p~n~~tles 

., MANCV STANCIU. Morn of thOse· af the I he&r1ng , like 10 see the Jqlslatlon Include 8 
, Stoff Wr'~r Indicated thAt they favor the bDl. . ,provlsrlon that ~uJd allow en· 

RAUlQII - A bill to tighten the thou~ It pmerOd lOme objoc- foroomcnt stinp, wing tCC/n-DScl"I
law bcumln8 lobacco~'Mles to mI- Cions fro'n a tew memberi. Indues- to bYlO buytotiacOo undercover. to 
001'11& scheCluled tor a VOle Thurs- Ing Sen. l'lOnllld 'Kln~ R.Cald. be done by advoCacy srouPJ 11k. 
day. After I]')urrlng ahilrp debate In well. . the Amertam Canl:cf Soclol)'. 
Cl SenAte committee b':oarlng. "... . . I . 

\VIth 26' Senate spOnsors lined· .. JUndcl'ltand,!l.lC lIDI>O.rtancs?,r , "The pollee and sheriff'. depart-
up hflhlnd his bU!. Attomey 0.1'1.- pan of the bW. Klnc8l11 181d. ,I mont.. are very·):IUI)' onfo~Lns 
cto! Mike Easley ana committee don't lmoke and my chllclten dOll t other la\lll:' Ihe ~d4ed. She said 
membetB pred.lctoo It ~II Clear the .mokc. .~ut It looka like thJa 11 the 1 o~us changes t,o the law allow­
S@nate JudiCIal')' CO~lttee euU)'. overkill., for txamP.1le. K.l.neald InS atirip to be d9nc only by law .

"nu. bW wW get', Voted out.... 8ai~ he I u.naure whether It II enforcement bave shu[ out groups 
saJd So.Wlb GUlley. D-l>urham. a necessary to. have ratrl.d1ona on that mlght have "~Ol'8lnt'reslt and 
8poMor~ "But it dOesn't do aU we 'Vendln, madtlnas. . : . . energ)'1n doing them," 
need to do to protect teen-agel's:' ft--d aJd th bW .1..;1 't ban . I . 

The proposed legislation would . NIH 8. 0.. _1'1. . • But when Wlriru~r ~~ded on 
help ewtall tobaooo sal.. to minors vend.ln.g madUnes from plac;es m.t her view Rand warned "YO\l're 
by rerncMng a legaJ~90Phole tbal ~~eGa:.!~i!J:1o~~;i; . getting r8a~ to blqw It up." notlng 
hampen enforcement: .requlrlns· with tokens. It r UIreI'that the that the coalition ~t ci'afted th, 
photo. Identification; restricting, maehinM he und:: the direct w! bW lncluded tobaa::u lC?bbyialB .thllt 
vendlns machlne ,aJesj and a:-eqwr- petYislon of clarka he said. wel"9 nppoaed to stfnp.
Ing signs in Itores and train1n1 of I: . I . 
employees. said S.n.\ Ton), Rand, auU~ sald he's concerned that'p Other senators saJd they're con· 
D-Cumberland.: not strong enough to keep minors eemed that the b~ doesn't penal­
. A sl.mllar bUl filed In the HOWle away from the machines. How- Izo tocn-agcl'lI strongly enoU3h. II 

didn't make much prpgNel Tuee- ever, several Raleigh....... mem- \'lew that 'WIll 8.1.10 expresSeG bY 
day. Altor a hcarlnJ that Juted bers said that el.ty'l vencllng mao atore owners alter the hearing.
on1y a few mJnutea, ttha bOl W8I chino law I. .Cmllar' &ncJ haa I . . 
lent to a lubeornmittee to Iron out worked IUCc8sstulJy for .everal "we think It Should be equlta·
qUOIItiona on H'Vcirallptupu8il1s to years. blfl;" &aid LowfltI Simon, who 
amend It. . ~ . hcada the N.C. AI.OdlLtion of Con­

1M the Senate hea.rinS, attended Sm. ~llo Wlnnor, J:>iMecJden- venlence StOres. He explained that 
by aboyt 80 health adYUc:lltea, to- burg, saJ<1,'rllle bW Ina_ a Int of thflltON oWnenl bAlieve that teen­
bac:co lobbytm and 11101"8 opera. senile In poaltiv. dlreictI.ona." ale buyere ahowd be punished at 
tOl'll, drew .plrited clel;)ate and puz-· . . : i tho same 18'VeJ as Clerks who leU 
dod queattona from II)Ol'nt~..... HOWeVer, She added th!it she'd dprelte8 to them.. 

j'!'l , 
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u.s. Secretary ofEducation . ~-lf ~ 
Richard W. Riley 

NQrth Carolina Press Conference 

• The President is very pleased t~ be in North Carolin~to~o~ha~ 
North Caro~ has achieved in educatiol0§£aro~,!- state on th" md.: 

when it co~ and G?,.vemor Hunt is a recoBI&zednlition¢ le~~r. 

* North Carolina is no~third sta);Jh the nation along with Maryland and . 

Michi~o take the national.teMs for ~ding and -rrbelieve that 

m~y more stat!l.sQVill!ollo:1 in North Carolina's footsleps. . .. \ 

* I want to be ve cle6!"tating ~ese challenging national test§ f«f~ gr~ 
~ th a e math . e vol"2!~f:'hese tes!s are 3!Loppprtynity not !' 

requirem~i'a n!,-tional chaIlellg~tional curriculum.. 

~Presiden~~t and endorse the state and local f!lle in ~e~g 
~e pro~s of American educatio~e tests~ parentsyteach", and loca! 

s~hool ~~portuni~.%eho~their children "Ie measuring ~with 

children all over America and the rest of the world. 

• As all ofyou know? Jim Hunt i a reoognized nationalleade on how this natiOll 
~ \ 

!,pre,g8!!s the n.:.xt generation of American teacher. !-!is leadership on the ""Nation~D 
.Commission on Teaching and America Future41 has been fonnidable.. \ ,- ~' 
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The Presidenlthallenge 0 the rest of thttcountry to follow Governor Hunt's le~ 
in rewarding "master teachers')' who are'b~ard certi!!ed~p~y r~akes good 

_ 7. I 
sense.-
• 	 I believe every school in aster teach£1"r on its facu1tiJ 

e Hunt Co~ssion on 

I 

• We can't ~ our s~e~hiOrj)ati~ standards of excellrllcejl~ 
aren't ~I!America's t~€ol!otc~ the same time and rare their o~ 
S~d~ is w~ hoidiYti_onal forum next m~ on her we can Ill! 

a~attra~ting and preparins Americ~'~ ~s for 1!e 21st cen~AS the 

President said in his speec~d_tO~million teachers in the coming 

d~e and train the~hig~ards. 

* In conclusiolj I want to tell ou how pleased I am 	 t ,President Clinton has made 

ed?-on America's number one priority I have known the PresimJt for a very . . 

l?n~ ~~ te§at tJ¥sis a,subject dear to his he~~ is ~ 
~ject for him -" h~ groun~e President is o~ofthe n;;O!1~~ 
when it co~es to educat;i.on £oli.cyIAnd he is al~touch~e ~erican 
p!QP.J.e when it comes to ed';lcatio!1 	 I 

• As I travel around the coun I see and feel the s at 1the tim~1ere is ~ 
excitement about education at is growin . d we ~aw it to~ here. in N<roh _ ..._____--e ~...,.... 

http:educat;i.on

