
STATE OF ALABAMA 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

Foe JAMES, JR. MONTGOMERY 36130 
GOVERNOR 

September 27, 1995 

Honorable Richard W. Riley 
SE!cretary 
United States Department of Education 
500 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D. C. 20202-GIOO 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

I am writing this letter to express my concerns that the Goals 
2000 program represents a new and unprecedented level of potential 
federal intrusion into state and local responsibility for and 
control over public education. ' 

Furthermore, I understand that Congress is reconsidering the 
Goals 2000 program in its entirety. Many of the concerns expressed 
about potential federal interference with state and local education 
policy may be alleviated by changes that would make this program a 
block grant and revise, reduce, or eliminate the extensive 
statutory provisions that are the source of much of the concern 
about the current Goals 2000 law. Also, it is a very real prospect 
that ,the program will be eliminated completely, as provided in the 
budget resolution adopted by the House of Representatives in May. 

Therefore, given the magnitude of the issues presented and the 
genuine concerns created by this potentially sweeping new federal 
involvement in education, I request'to end the State of Alabama's 
current partiCipation in Goals 2000. It is my understanding that 
a state may choose to terminate participation by notifying you in . 
writing of its decision to cease participation in the program and 
by no longer drawing on available funds. Therefore, Alabama will 
no longer be drawing available funds under this program. 

I appreciate your continuing efforts to improve the quality of 
education in the United States and in working with the State of 
Alabama concerning this matter. ­

Sincerely, 

FJjr:dhd 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
I 

THE SECRETARY:' 

May 1b, 19 94 . . 

The Honorable Neal smith 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Labor, Health 

and Human Services and Education 
Committee on Appropriations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

On March 31, the President signed into law the Goals 2000: 
Educate America Act -- a giant step forward in reinventing 
education and changing the way the Department of Education does 
business. This law will help to ensure that every student 
receives a challenging world-class education and learns t~ high
standards. It also marks a historic change in the Federal . 
Government's role in the American education process. . 

" Now that Goals 2000 has been enacted, I am writing to tell you 
how we plan to use the fiscal year 1994 funds that the Congress 
appropriated last year on a contingency basis. ,But first, I want 
to express my appreciation for your support. . 

After six years of effort to pass, ·education reform legislation, 
the Congress demonstrated strong bipartisan concern for the 
educational well-being of our Nation. I truly believe that we 
would not have this historic legislation today had it not been 
for the strong signal of support that your committee sent last 
year when it provided a contingent appropriation for the 
President's bill. I know the President joins me in ~xtending our 
heartfelt thanks for your efforts. 

Our staff at the Department of Education hCls.,been_,workinq~·-hard 
preparing to implement Goals 2000, and we are well on our way to 
sending out the first grants to the States. Following is a 
breakdown of hoW we plan to allocate the $1'05,000,000 that 
Congress appropriated for.this purpose ..in 1994: 

National Education Goals PaneL............. •.• • • • • • • • •• $3, 000, 000 


The Goals Panel will be composed of 18 members -- two appointed 
by the President, eIght Governors, four Members of Congress, .and 
four members of State legislatures. It will report annually on 
State and national progress toward achieving the National 
Education Goals, and will build and maintain public support for 
the' educational reforms necessary to achieve the goals. 
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The Panel will review criteria the National 'Education Standards 
and Improvement Council ,(NESIC) uses to certify State content 
standards, State student performance standards, State assess­
ments, and State opportunity-t.o-learn standards. It wll1 also 
review ,the voluntary national content and student performance 
standards an~ voluntary opportunity-to-learnstandards certified' 
by NESIC, as well as the criteria for certification of these 
standards.' . 

The Goals' Panel is established as an independent agency. 

Therefore"these funds, which will support. the Panel's ~ork from 

~uly 1, 1994, through September 30, 1995, will be transferred 

directly to that agency.' Beginning in fiscal ,year 1996, the 

Goals Panel will submit its budget .request directly to the 

Congress. 


National Education Standards and Improvement.. 

Council' (NESIC) ••••••••••.••••••. ;, •••••••.••••. ;'.... ~ • .. $2,000,000'1"'/ 


The National Education Standards and Improvement Council will be 

composed of 19 members -- to be., appoiI')ted, by the .President from 

among nominations received from t.he Secretary of Education, . the 

Speaker .of the House of Representatives, the Majority. Leader of 

the Senate and the National Education Goals Panel. NESIC will' 

establish criteria for, examine, and certify voluntary national 

content, student performance, and opportunity-to-learn standards, 

and assessment systems. It will, also develop criteri~ for the, 

certification of State assessments and. will review: standards and 

assessment systems voluntarily submitted by States•. Like the 

Goals' Panel, NESIC is authoriied as an independent agency, and, 

in the future, will submit its budget request directly to the 

Congress. 


State and Local Education Systemic 'Improvement.,~ ~'. • •• $87 ,'fI!I0, 000 

State Technology Planning Grants ••••••••••••••••••••••. $'5,000,000
. . ., ' ­

This new system of State grants, authori~dbY::Title "III of .the· . 

Act, supports State and' local· improvement efforts aimed at . 

helping all students reach challenging standards. Under Title 

III, each State will begin development.of a comprehensive 

improvement plan, including a plan for improving student· 

achievement through integration of techI')ology into the 

curriculum, to help all students' meet the standards. Funds for 

th~ 'first Title III grants will be.available ~uly 1, 1994. 


States will use at least6,Opercent';of, .their 'l994 Systemic 

Improvement'grant funds for subgrants to LEAs 'for the development 

and implementation of local improvem,ent plans, the improvement of 


. 'preservice teacher education .program~, and professional . . 
devel()pment. Of the sUbgrant funds· that it allocates for local 

-
 ",I 
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improvement plans, . each State· must. allocat'e at least: half to LEAs 
that have a greater,percenta;ge or numbe.r ,of disadvan~aged 
children than the ·statewide ,avera'ge. States will use the 
re~ainder of these funds (up ~o 40 percent of each State Syste~ic' 
Improvement grant) to develop their. comprehensive statewide , 
improvement plans that, generally, will be submit~ed with the, 
second year I s application. " Beginning in 1995, each State' will 
pass through at least 90 perc~ntof its Goals 2000 f~nds for 
local subgrants. ' 

States will use their State Technology Planning grants to develop 
plans to improve student ,achievement th~ough technology, as part 
of their overall systemic improvement plan. 

Enclosed with thi. l~tter is a chart showing estimated Title III 
State allocations for fiscal year 1994. 

National: Skill Standards Board~"/..... '... ~ ....... ~ ..... $3,000,000 


For 1994, the Department will transfer funds for the National' 
Skill Standards Board to the Department. of Labor. The Board'will 
promote the development of occupatiorial skill,'standards that 
define what workers ·need to know in specific occupati,ons and help, ' 
American workers become better trained ~nd internationally 
competitive. Beginning in 1995~ f~ndirig for'.the Board is 
requested by the Department of Labor. 

National Leadership and Other Federal'Activities~ ..... $4,'80,000 

These funds will be u'se'd £'0;- a variety,of ac.tivities, all of 
whic,h will support the' reform efforts of States and lO,calities . 

. Included in our plans for National ,Leadership are: ' 

o 	 Assisting urba'n and rural LEAs with large numbers or 
concentrations of students who are economica~ly 
disadvantaged,.or who have limited English profi_ciency,_:in, 
developing and implem~nting local s.ehool-=improvement plans';' 

I> o Providing technical assistance to ,States and localities; 
i 

o 	 Laying the,groundwork for the evaluation of Goals 2000 
activities;' . 

o 	 Identifying and helping to replicate coordinated services 
programs found 'to be successful in J:lelping students apd 
families and'improving student outcomes; and 

o 	 Es'tablishing ,a ~eer review system to review State plans. 

http:disadvantaged,.or
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Our ,1995 budget for Goals 2000 was 'proposed'for· later 
transmittal, pending enactment of authorizing legislation, and we 
will soon be. sending you a budget amendment and a justification 
for our 1995 proposals. Those'documents will contain more detail 
on our plans for fiscal year 1995, including plans for two 
authorities under Title II of Goals 2000 that we have not 
addressed in this letter -- opportunity-to-learn grants and 
assessment development and evaluation grants. 

Under these two authorities, the Department would support efforts 
to develop voluntary national opportunity-to-learn standards and 
assist States and localities with the costs of developing State 
assessments that will be used to determine whether students. are 
meeting State content standards. While these' activities are 
essential ingredients of the Goals 2000 reform effort, we ~ould 
not be able to make 1994 grants under those authorities until 
spring.or summer of 1995. By that time the 1995 funds, which we 
hope will be a substantial increase, will' be avail~ble and. can be 
used for those purposes. 

I believe that March· 26, 1994, the day Congress passed the Goals 
'2000: Educate America Act, will be remembered as the day the 
United Statesgot serious about education. I' ·thank you for 
helping to make that day happen, and I look forward to reporting 
to you periodically on the progress that we make. I am sending 
identical letters to Congressman Porter. and Senators Harkin and 
Specter. 

Yours sincereli' ' . 
~. 

Richard W. 

Enclosure 

cc: 	 Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 

Honorable'William D. Ford .,.:" 
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NATIONAL EDUCATION. GOALS PANEL 


. . 

To: Carol Rasco, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

,From: Ken Nelsol,'~~~utive Director, Natio~al Education'Goalspanel 

Re: Fy~96 AppropriationS for the Goals Panel . 

. Date: .. October 5, 1996 

The Goals Panel has appreciated your active participation as the White House liaison 
during ·the past three years. We now need your help more than.ever. ' The House provided 
no money for the Panel for FY <96 and the.Senate provided only $1 million. which is 
56% below FY '95. We need $2 million in FY '96 to fulfill our assessing and reporting 
responsibilities and the new charges given to us by the Panel, regarding academic 
standards and other state services. This is still a 15% cut from last year. 

We have bi-partisan support from the governors who have sent the attached letters to the 
republican and democratic leadership of the respective Senate and House appropriation 
committees. We have suffered from two problems. The Panel has been swept up in the 
,larger cOl;ltroversy that swirls around Goals 2000. And at a time of such significant cuts it 
has been difficult for us to get an effective advocate for our small request. Senators 
Bingaman and Cochran were not able to add to the. $1 million for fear of the impact the 
debate would have on.Goals 2000. We believe ,that Senators Specter and Hatfield are 
sympathetic. Congressman Goodling spoke to Senator Specter on our ,behalf as did other 
people. Senator Harkin's staffhas been apprised of our effortS. 

Also, during'the House floor debate Congressman Riggs secured the promise from 
Congressman Porter that the House would accept the amount for the Goals Panel brought 
to the conference committee by the Semlte. Gov. Thompson had received similar 
assurances from both Congressmen Livingston and Porter . 

. 1850 M StreE'l. NW • Stlite 270 . Washington. DC. 20036 
(202) 632-0952 FAX (202).632-0957 
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This brings US to you. We remind people that President Clinton was the lead democratic 
. governor at the 1989 Charlottesville summit and remains strongly committed to the Goals 
Pane!. In fact, the President's budget provided $2.8 in FY'.96 for the Panel. As YO'll 

commence a negotiations process with Congress on the Labor. Health. Human Services 
and Education appropriations bill, or after the presidential veto, please advocate for our 
request for $2 mlllion. There should not be significant opposition in the Senate or House 
if the letters signed by the governors have an impact, and with the commi1ments listed 
above. A conservative Republican Governor, John Engler has been elected to be the 
Panel chair, 1995-96.. As you know, we have always been bipartisan and our membership 
is state dominated. 

The Panel's duties are becoming more state focused. Under the leadership ofOovemors 
Romer and Engler the Panel will help states develop high academic standards through a 
peer review process. We are establishirig a World Class Benchmarks resource group on . 
. standards and assessments, involving the business and post-secondary communities. We 
will be working with states and communities to develop their own reports on progress 
toward goal achievement. We will be recognizing high perfonnance schools through a 
.promising practices contest. And, of course, we will continue to monitor and report on 
progress toward achievement of the national education goals at state arid national levels 
with the best data available. All of this makes systemic reform of education far more 
possible for the states of this great country. And it illustrates why the Goals Panel is . 
worthy of the $2 million requested. Thank you for your consideration. . 

If we can be of any assistance please let us know. I have taken the liberty to copy Mike 
Cohen and Patty Sullivan as people who have been working with us. 

cc:' Mike Cohen, Office ofthe Secretary, Department of Education 
Patty Sullivan, Director ofEducation Legislation, National Governors Association 
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August 1.1995 

. The HQQofable Mark Hatfield 
Chairman . 
Senate AppropriattODS Committee 
RoomS-lll Capltol 
Wasbington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Chlinnan Hatfield: 

following tM historic 1989 edu.catiOl'l summit in· Charlottesville. tho Govemors and 
President BllSh agreed on education goals fOr the nation and created.thc NatIonal Education 
Ooais Panel &.S aD ac.;o1.01tzbiHty mechanism to monltor.ap.d report on the Dation~s progress 

. toward achieving the goals. We believe thatthe Pane] continues to playa significant role in 
assi!ting 6ta~s as.they work 1:9 improve educational pexformance for all studenrs.. 

TIle Goars Panel membefs have recently initiated new efforts to collect and . distribute 
information o~ tho '4evelopmeat of world class ~emu. standards and the usessmear of 
student achievement at the state leveL This kind of iDformatioa. 'Will flU an essential need for 
~ polioj'Ollkers. 

While we re.eognize the difficult deoisions that you will fa.~, we strongly uree you to 
continue fUnding for the 'Nation.a1 Education Ooals Pauel in the appropriations process. . 

Sincerely. 

State oflndic.na 

all Jg -L J :;;:;;r ./A~.~

Go· morJames B. Hunt Jr. emor J ~. R.owland . 
~tate ofNorth Carolina ~ofCo nectJcut . 

. ~ lL1- .~). tl!:- _ 

Govet"l'lorChristlneTodd Whitman .. 

State of Colorado . State ofNew Jersey . 

cc: The HOQorable Arlon SjJoctor 

http:lndic.na
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Tomlll)" G. TkompKIn 
GO'VeI'IIM ofWl,;vnlln, 
ChlLlrman 

Bob MiD., 
GCMrDOt olNMdI. 
Vice ClWl'IMft . 

, . 

September 26, 1995 

The·Honorabl, Arlen SpettGr 
Chainnan 
SubCommittee OD Labor, Health and Human Services, Education 
United States Slftat; 
SD 114 

.WaahinjltOn, D.C. 20510 

Dear Chainnan Spe~ 

ltaylliClnd C. Schtpr'4~ 
bt!ruriyc: Dirtlo'tor 

Hill oft/le State, 
<444 JIIOl'Ih Caplro\ S!rm 
Wukinpft.D.C.lOQOl>l~tZ 
Toltphollt (2011624·S~OC 

AI uovemors woo are current or former metnlD'l Qtlhe til1.ilmal &.!Ul,;ruluII6",,1, flilucl, W9 W,(j,~ Lv 

expretl our allOns concern with rellptlQt to th~ fumlilll I"YClI vl'uyiu.! fVI tlllwNali6l\1I1 DdueAdol' 
Goall Pan'lln the Fiscal 1996 Appropriations bill. As reported by the Committee. the bill provides 
only $1 mUnon In funding for the panel. This level of appropria.tion wil1 not permit the Panel to 
continue to produoe the National Education Ooals Report nor to tontinue. to work with the states In 
suppon of sohool mtrufrtUrinl efforta. 

We stronJly urge you to work with the U.S. Department of Bducatton to tdeJ:1ttf'y sources of funds 
from oth.rprolrams within the Department that could.be transferred to permit sufficient funding for 
the National Bducation Goals Panel. We believe that the Panel mould be able to continue to report on 
progress made toward aehlevlnl ihe national education 8011s and tontlnue to provide states with 
technica18llistlnce on school reform et1'ol'ts. _' . 

. . . 
We thank you for your heJp.wlth this urgent matter and uk that you contaot staff at the National 
(lovemnl'A' A!I~nclatfon (202) 624·7723 if Will gan bo of anY Iliistance to )'ou ·in in!purinB sufficient 
funding for the Panel to contlnu. Its work..' . 

e._~ 

Evan Bayh ". 

Govemor ofIndiana 


I' 
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The Honorable Mark O. Hllfield 
Se~ber26. 1995 
P.2. 

A~.· ErO	.. ",,',~··AA
~1OIgar .. ~' 

Oovemor ofIllin.ais , 

. , .. 

IIJ~ 'r di...
'~\J. WAx;=-.. 

Christine Todd Whitman 
Governor ofNew Jerse1 

.., 


1A~ {),.,.a.:iDean, MD , 
Gcw.mor otVermonf , 

91#­
, 	James B. Hunt1r: ' 


Oovemor af North Carolina 


9 #!9S90 LO~~O~ , L~:OL 96-9 -OL! O~OL Ja!do~alalxoJaX:Ag IN3S 



~:' 

~ 

11: 

(0 

CD 
Ln 
~ 

.-' 
~..,. WEDNfSDAY, AUGUST 2, 199:: W. 'titEWASH1NGTON POST. 
C'I 
~ 

C'I 

navid S. Broder 

. 
f 

~Just Plain Dumb·.· 	 .. 
.' BuRLmGTON; v~~· v:' A~'but~ piece.Of.the 1ayi 	 . . :, ~.' from being able to measure that prog­
:ctpbier Jr.,: the Cbaimum of IBM was the creatioa Of the'NatioDaI Edu- Wh' .'.1;;1. ress.·. 

. . 'ilid'-lhe man' who baa engineered ita "Cat.ioD GoaJ8 PaDel to dde herd on dJ.e .' ry- WOwa . .Whjle every. state but Iowa has 
'- ·tedeIli tama:OuDd; bacia measagetor proJec:t.. ". Co . .... t' t . . begwl to develop tougher academic 
• the1JaUon'a gOvem.tira'wIu:o be ap- 'Now the Il'o\Ise Repub1lcins, have. ..... : ngrel!S ~n .0 . Standards for its students. only 13 j. 

ePeacM .before their aDDua! SUDUIier moved· to .kill. the entire Goals ·~OO .::- l -1:.il" . b' .t ho ~. ~ . states bave standards that are "clear 
:meet1ng here thla Welt. Waming that program. IndudiDg .~ $2.~ JiWficUi.:.: ~.~. , 01J,'T',.~S .. '. pe and specific enoughM to guide cunicu­
:reaI' rdoIm 'reqoires resources' foe the goals panel.Bveo·~·:tfuW, .."1!.'. tti··· h·'h·· lumdevelopment. While 33 states· 

..~~ said, ~rue dJ.3nge'~ heard Gerstner, the.govezliois~· . .J.;..or se ,'. pg. .~lf. er.. have or are deveIOp~ student as­
:. '~J.feir money wfu:re their.·mouth saying that atIaogling:~' effort· is 'standtirds in tlte .... sessments geared to ~ose ~tandards• 
.~~. ". . '. . dumb, .' .- .' , . . ' . . only seven states reqUIre high school 

C'I..,. ':. t~~t message has' broad . app~. . That is t:.¥ View not just of long- " schools? seniors to meet the standard~ set for 
~ ·~not o",yoo the governors bot to. time education ;:ldvocates ~ !is . lOth-. 11th- or 12tl:-graders In ordere.. 

·-the . self-styled. revolutionaries in· North Carolina's Jiin HWlt aDd COlo- .' to gJilduate. 

:Was"r......on. who often appear to be rado'8 Roy Romer, both DemoCrats" . . t' ... ' , the . '.L.., .' The public has become skeptical 


Ln 
~... .-' ....."6~ • '. . . . , .•.. . youngs en! receive IS ·.pnme 	 ....\K:" 

CD 	 ,Ietc:ing their. budgetary goals prede- but of cnnservative ~~ as . t of the hatioD.sfuture weD- about education relonns thal are. 
I 

Ln .termine the way they are resba¢og WISCOIlSin's: Tommy. ThompsQn and ~ they. tout oal ~ th designed to provide comfort for 
prognms ~.a~. . .... Micbjgan'sJ~ Engler, ~RepubIi-sel~ Among~t:lim~~~~ tea~hers or studen~s, instead, of en-I 

~ But there u; particQIar pertinence c:ana. .. 2000 aD c:11iIdreo WoUld.start school sunng that ~owleC~e and skills .are 
~~ small ~gram that has been a . ThompsOn told me. that ~use.so. .a; toleam and at least 90 t' .actually ~cqwred. This effort falls moo 

~ 	 . bipartisan project of the governors row of the.govemcm; Wbo-..met with ... rea . .,' .. '. ~. the latter category.. 
C'I 
~ 	 and· DOW.,iS threatened ~ sman. Bush'~ .1~~ to ~~ campaign .' nf them w~~ lugli school. E~. . The. AFr wants an end to pl.ali­
~ .:....;:~:I..;..J '. • r-__ ~ft ace stiU .....,;.._... ~- ... L~ . L....-oL..._1 ery graduate would have demonstnt- ~-""'--d -~ . .L:.. fifthtudes.' 

'lWlWQJ econoouzers 1D ~~ _UWIUI, 4IUU~~ U;W uws-, . .'. .' • '.' &W>LCiI W saymg. U1at • 

L '·~MleCadeago;Wsigbtedgovemors ~areas.~~··tO··tbe .. :.~~~lQ~.~S1I~ griders "shotild be;able to use basic
(l).... 
a. :of both parties. including both Bill cause'as·Genrtnei; ~ nee(( to"juJpp- No one ~~~. the ~ . .science ooocepts to help understand 

<> Clinton of'ArkaosaS and his would·be start this effort 3ga.iq.~ :' ., '.' . ~ by setting ,their deadline so far m Various' kinds ofscientilic informa­o 
(l) '1996 RepubliCan oppoQeot, Lamar AI· 'I'llomPsoo and .~:~ both ac-' the .6I~e. ·~.:saM,;·~ ...gover-., '~oo:·as 0Qe stale does, the model 
(l) 	 exaOOer cif Tennessee. laooched a knowledge thatwb.ether'they like it nars "Ieft.a~~ too'.~.:.,~ sbouJd be another state's requirementI-

x 'Pl'!?gptm (0. laise the achleveIoent 'or JlO:l. the lederai ~ t,O ~tes lor cover" ~qr ~~~-b~ l>OiIlt• that .tllose 10-year-olds "should be 
<> 
L . 	s~ In American schoo!s. Their GoalS 2000 prQgcijns are likely vic-.. ~ said, *Goals ~t worth a damn 'able to describe the basic processes of 
(l) "natiOnal 'gOals" effort was embraced tims of the budgetiuhers. BUt the . if you don't ineasll¢'e:very day" how photoSynthesis and respiration andX 

>­	 by'p'resident Bush ilJ 1~89 at his goals panel is, in ThompsOn's words, . near or far the s¢ools are from their importance to life." 
tIl "edUcation ~ in atarlottesviIJe, "the catalys~ and the forum that is achieving them. 	 That same kllJd oingor is what the 
I ­ Va, ;,.,Last year, it W3J> written into· needed to keep.the ~ort gciing. Last week, in.a report that was as governors are seekimg-and what the z 
w 
(f) 	 "Goals -2000" legislatiOn by Congress The govemors'·orlginaJ.notioo was diiect as GerStner's' speech, the goals panel is all about. 


'WJ1li~strongsupport from President a simple one: In a competitive world, Arriericao Federation of Teacbers Killing it would be one or the dum-

ClinlOo. . the ~1ity of the educatioO America's (AFT) ciocwnenled bow tar we are . best things CongrCS$ cou1ddo. 
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Viee Chairman Telephone (2021624-5300 

September 26, 1995 

The Honorable Mark O. Hatfield 

Chainnan 

Appropriations Committee 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 


Dear Chainnan Hatfield: 

As Governors who are current or fonner members of the National Education Goals Panel, we write to 
express our strong concern with respect to the funding level provided for the National Education 
Goals Panel in the Fiscal 1996 Appropriations hill. As reported by the Committee, the bill provides 
only $1 million in funding for the plUlel. This level of appropriation will not pennit the Panel to 
continue to produce the National Education Goals Report nor to continue to.work with the states in 
support of school restructuring efforts. 

We strongly urge you to work with the U.S. Department of Education to identify sources of funds 
from other programs within the Department that could be transferred to permit sufficient funding for 
the National Education Goals Panel. We believe that the Panel should be able to continue to report on 

. . progress made toward achievin~ the national education goals and continue to provide states with 
technical assistance on school reform efforts. 

We thank you for your help with this urgent matter and ask that you contact staff at the National 
Governors' Association (202) 624-7723 if we can be of any assistance to you in insuring sufficient 
funding for the Panel to continue its work. 

Sincerely, 

e·· ..... ~ 
EvlUl Bayh •- 6 ­
Governor of Indiana 
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Christine Todd Whitman Howard Dean. MD . 
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Governor of North Carolina 
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September 26, 1995. 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 

Chainnan 

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and HUman Services, Education 

United States Senate 

SD 184 

Washington. D.C. 20510 


Dear'Chainnan Specter: 

AsGovernors who are current or former members of the National Education Goals Panel, we write to' 
express our strong conc:ern with respect to the funding level provided for the National Education 
Goals Panel in the Fiscal 1996 Appropriations bill. As reported by the Committee, the biB prov ides 
only $1 million in funding for the panel. This level of appropriation will not permit the Panel to 
continue to produce the National Education Goals Report nor to continue to work with the states in 
support of school restructuring efforts. 

We strongly urge you to work with the U.S. Department of Education to identify sources of funds 
from other programs within the Department that couli1,..be transferred to pennit sufficient funding for 
the National Education Goals Panel. We believe that t'1ie Panel should be able to continue to repon on 
progress made toward achieving the national education goals and continue to provide states with 
technical assi!>"tance on school reform efforts. 

, . 
We thank you' for your help with this urgent matter and ask that you contact staff at the National 
Governors' Association (202) 624-7723· if we can be of any assistance to you in insuring sufficient 
funding for the Panel to c:ontinue its work. . 

e' ~~-
EvanBayh- O.."....-~ 
Governor ofIndiana 
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~~E~ 
Governor of Illinois 


Christine Todd Whitman 

Governor ofNew Jersey Governor ofVennont' . 


Q,;./J</' 
. James B. Hunt lr. 

Governor of North Carolina 


