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in the US because it is a larger proportion 
of the population:.1 million of the 
country's 26 million people. But native 
Americans on both sides of the border 
share many problems; including high 
suicide riues, alcohol abuse, and 
unemployment. 

Sainte-Marie believes that 
Cradleboard, funded by a $1.5 million 
grant from the Kellogg Foundation in 
Battle Creek, Mich., will not only 
improve what is taught in schools, but 
wi!! enhance contact between Indians and 
non-Indians. "{The project} comes from 
the very positive experience I've had 

living in .these two cultures, seeing how 
much 'th'ey have to say," says 
Sainte-Marie, who works from Kapaa, 
Hawaii.."And then it's combined with my 
own appreciation of technology and how 
{it} should be in the hands of kids and all 
cultures." 

Indian schools are paired with 
non-Indian schools and technical 
colleges, and students are encouraged to 

, interact via computers. The interactive 
p'rogram also enables the schools to 
access resources about native-Americans. 

,Schools in Montana, Minnesota, 
Washington, New York, and South 

Dakota are participating in the project. 
They represent people of the Puyallup, 
Cree, Ojibwe, Mohawk, and Lakota. 
, Jim Ransom, a Mohawk living on the 
Akwesasne Reserve, is on the parent 
committee of the Akwesasne Freedom 
School. "The public schools are very 
good but they teach a white curriculum." 
He highlights the value of Cradleboard's 
interacti ve nature: "The intent ... is to 
share with partner, non-native schools a 
better understanding of the contributions 

.of native' people to mainstream 
society.". ' 
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Tribal Colleges: Gains for 'Underfunded Miracles' 
By Kirsten A. Conover. 
Staff writer of The Christian Science 
Monitor 

When the native-American community 
, makes the news, all too often it is 

portrayed with a sense of plight. 
Buta story of renewal and hope has 

been waiting to be told: native-American 
colleges. 

From North Dakota to Arizona, tribal 
colleges have been steadily and quietly 
making a positive difference, in 
native-American communities. 

Documenting their determination is a 
report released yesterday by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching. 

The report; titled "Native American 
Colleges: Progress and Prospects," 
revisits a study done eight years ago by 
Carnegie and offers evidence of how 
these colleges, sometimes referred to as 
':underfunded miracles," have grown and 
succeeded against great odds. 

"Without question, the most 
significant development in American 
IIJdian communities since World War II, 
was the creation of tribally controlled 
colleges, institutions of higher learning 
founded by tribes and governed by 
Indians," writes Paul Boyer, author of the 
report, who has studied the colleges for 
more tllan a decade. "More than any , 
other single institution, they are changing 
lives and offering real hope for the 

. future.'" , , 
Mr. Boyer apd his colleagues make 

the case that today: '. 
Tribal colleges establish a learning 

environment that supports students who 
had come to view failure as the norm. 

They celebrate and help sustain 
native-American traditions. 

They provide counseling and 
recreation services that enrich 
surrounding communities. 

Tribal colleges are centers for 
scholarship in such areas as 
prairie-grasslands management and 
mental-health services. 

The first tribal college was founded in 
1968 on the Navajo Reservation in 
Arizona. Today, there are 27 tribally 
controlled colleges in the United States, 
mainly concentrated in the northern 
Plains and in the Southwest. For the most 

, , 

part, . they are two-year community 
colleges. Resources are limited: 
Facilities, while deemed "adequate," are 
often in poor shape and lack updated 
equipment. Yet more of these colleges 
are adding four-year and even graduate 
degrees to their curriculums. 

While much of the faculty is 
American Indian, two-thirds is 
non-Indian. According to the report, 
most graduates stay on the reservation, 
share their knowledge, and serve as role 
models. Health care and education are 
popular concentrations. ' 

The colleges' greatest challenge. 
according to the report, is funding. 
Native-American colleges do not have a 
high profile within the. higher-education 
system. And while foundation support 
has grown in ttie past 10 years, student , 
populations are rising rapidly. In 1989, 
enrollment hovered at about 10,000; by 

1995 it had doubled to more than 20,000. 
Janine Pease Pretty-On-Top, founder 

and president of Little Big Hom College 
on the Crow Reservation in Montana, 
says the Carnegie report presents an 
exciting opportunity. "It's a voice that 
adds to ours that is strong and credible." 

The first Carnegie report of almost a 
decade ago was "a new day for us," she' 
explains in a phone interview. Few 
people - from the general public to 
Congress had ever heard of 
native-American colleges before. 

Faculty from tribal colleges had the 
opportunity to meet with individuals 
from institutions, foundations, arid the 
private sector - "people who care about 
other people,. community development. 
and equal access to higher education," 
Ms. Pretty-On-Top says. "Within that 

. eight-year period we have really grown 
and come into fruitiori." She says she 
hopes to see similar impact with this 
study. 

The Carnegie report makes 
recommendati()ns for continued and 
increased support from the federal 
government and the private sector. At a 
press conference yesterday, the Kellogg 
Foundation announced a $22.2 million 
grant to help tribal colleges . and 
mainstream institutions that enroll a 
significant number of native American 
students. 

"One has to put this in a context of 
Americans' historical and moral 
responsibility," says Bob Hochstein. a 
Carnegie Foundation spokesman. He 
recalls asking one Native American 
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and Internet access for schools - that seem more Lie 
province of a smaII-state governor than a nation's 
leader." 	 'OPINIONLINE 

Education means 

hope for the future, 


In his State of the Union address Tuesday, Presi:­
dent Clinton issued a "call to-action for AmeriCan ' 
education" and warned that "the enemy of our time 
is inaction" as he opened an aggressive campaign for 
his education and budget~ncing plans. Some com­
ments on Clinton's annual message to the nation: 

DAILY NEWS, Ne~ York. in an editorial: "There is 

hope.... Hope found in the words that may have been 

lost in the f1iror Tuesday. In Qinton's address, he 

made education the priority for his new term. He 

wants to make 'American education, like America it­

self, the envy of the world.' This campaign also may 

be the tool needed to CI05e the racial gap. For educa­

tion is the great ladder that moves people from who 

they are to whom they can ,be." 


LOS ANGELES TIMES in an editorial: "President 

Qinton's decisionio choose education as his No. I pri­

, ority for the next four years ... was perhaps a Sate and 

politically popular one, but it makes eminent sense as 

well. If America is to build a 'bridge to the next cenru­

ry' . , . Americans have to know how to read, how to 

write, how to use a computer, to learn how to put 

things together as they work. ... As the president not­


'ed, the nation no longer faces the threat of for:eign, , 
missiles. The enemy ot today is our ~wn inaction." , 

THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN, Oklahoma City, in an 
editorial: "In the Republican response to, President 
Qinton's State of the Union address .,. Oklahoma's 
J.e. Watts Jr., a son of the heartland, reminded us all , 
that the power for America's goodness and greatne!B 
comes from within, sparked by God's grace, and not 

from some great federal monopoly. In this core vision 
and message, Republicans diler, simply but ~ 
toundly, from Clinton and most Democrats in CoIrgress.:' , 	 ' 
PETE DU POll, ediIor of Intellectualcapitcom: 
"Last year the preskleut MlUl'edus that 'the era ot big 

government was over.' Perhaps briely it was, but wttb 

his last election behind b1m, the president returned to 


,the liberal fold in an address that could bave been de­

livered by'Great Society architect Lyndon Johnson. 


, The presidenfs speech was of the IJ)vemment, by the 
government and for the IJ)vemment" ' 

,	STAR·TRIBUNE, Minneapolis, MiDn., in an, editorial: 
"Americans might ... wonder, after Tuesday's~ 
which Bill Clinton will lead the nationduring the next ' 
four years - the impassioned policy wonk who grasps , 
big is'.Iues, or the timid incrementalist wbo retreats in 
the face of Criticism and builds an architecture ot 
small ideas. Here the speech offered a good dee!, of ' 
ch~with the wheat H19 cou.ra8e came In certain spe: 
cillcs - a deadline tor campaign Ilnance reform. na­
tional smndards tor !ichool excellence. But it was often 
lost in a wave of sate pl'Op(&ls - a new war on drup 

PAUL GREENBERG, editorial page editor: Ai-kmtsas 
"Dem.ocrat-Gazette: "Surely the man could be elected 

, " president-for-Iife it the people in their wisdom had not 
limited presidents to two terms. And yet, apart from 
informal gatherings or the occasional catharsis at a 
black church - a spirirual and culrural inStitution that 
seems to allow every Southerner to breathe tree and 
eloquent - Bill Clinton is not a great rhetorican. He 
never has been. Some performances (his Second Inau­
gural~ are worse than others (Tuesday night's) but 
none IS likely to be included in Great Speeches of the 
Western World. Maybe its because, big as he is on sen­
timent, Ointon seems deaf to myth" 

THE PHILADELPHIA INqUiRER in an editorial: 
"Poo~ Bill. No'Civil,war, Depression or EvilEmpire to 
~ his mettle. You know what It racing such agonies 
IS the price,ot 'greatness' in the Oval Oftlce, iet's pass. 
Let's just WlSh tor a president who's serious about the 

stewing challenges the nation does t8ce. Such' as: its 

slow-drying pool of red ink; entitlement programs 

steaming into a head-on collision with demographiCS; 


, a system ot paying for elections that would rurn St 

Francis into a cynic; an unstable world order, pubiic 

schools that bave lost the faith ot the people, even if 


, they are not so feckless as some aver. Tuesday, in his 
IIIth Slate ot the Union address, Bill Clinton put on a 
pretty good show ot wanting to be that president De­
tails to follow, of course. And, with· him, the devil is 
always in the details." 

GEORIE WILL, syndicated columnist: "President 
~ton got 01 to a sOOct ~ doing something excru­
C18~ to every llber ot his being - taking a smnd 
~ something popular. This is called (the rarity ot 
It may have caused you to forget) leadership. In this 
maiden !ling at it he ftatly oppa<!ledthe pfoposed con­
stitutiODal amendment to require balanced. bUdgets. 
Ba.lancing the budget, he Qoted, requires only self-con­
troi. not constitutional tinkering." 

THE SAl FRAIeISCO CHROIICLE in an editorial: 
"Passing 01 to an Undelned 'bipartisan process' the 
task ot reforming Social Security and Medicare - two 
of the most urgent and talked-about issues in recent 
months - smnds in ~ contrast to the president's 
de.1ailec;t propasals for education. The contrast is even 
more marked by the tact that federal money accounts 
for less than one-tenth of schools' budgets, while 1lScaI­
Iy troubled Social Security and Medicare are decided­
ly federal concerns." . 

.A_EEI DOWD, columnist, The New yo~ Times: 
"The White House moved Bill Clinton's big speech up 
a day to avoid competing with the Me USA pageant, 
and ended up competing with the OJ. pageant So 
here was the president of the United States, lighting to 
be heard on education and Medicare, wedging himself 
into the ,American consciousness between bathing 
beauties and a man held responsible tor the murders 
of his ,wife and her friend. Never bas the State ot the 
Union been such a perfect expression of the state of 
the union. The juxtaposition of political power and s0­
cial reality, of bappy talk about race and unhappy talk 
about race, of wbat America is supposed to care about 
and wbat it reaDy cares about, captUred the mood 01 
our celebrity-obse.ed, morally riven cUtture." , 

http:celebrity-obse.ed
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Only Minor Rewriting Seen For Higher Ed. Act 
By Jeanne Pqnessa 

Washington 

When the country's major higher 
education law meets the scrutiny of 
Congress this year, the rneasure will 
likely emerge with a tune-up, not a 
rebuilt engine. 

The Higher Education Act, which. 
expires in September, authorizes the 
federal government's . chief 
college-grant and loan programs and 
other higher education support. Most 
college groups say the. program is on 
track. 

"The challenge this time around is 
not to reinvent the wheel, rather it is to 
fine-tune-to modity," Stanley 
Ikenberry, the president of the 
Washington-based American Council 
on Education, told student-aid officials 
at a: conference here last week. 

, College and university groups have 
,already surveyed the issues,. As a 
prelude to the reauthorization process, 
the Department of Education invited 
comments through last week. And 
both congressional committees that 
oversee the bill have already slated 
reauthorization hearings, which, also 
began last week. 

The HEA reauthorization won't take 
c'enter stage right away, however. 
President Clinton's budget and tax 
plans, which are heavy on college-aid 
strategies, could alter some of the 
reauthorization plans for the HEA. ' 

, As ' these issues shake out, 
policymakers are setting tentative time 
lines to keep the HEA reauthorization 
on track.' David Longanecker, the 
'Education Department's assistant 
secre~ry for postsecondary education, 
said the administration hopes to have 
its HEA proposal ,to Congress by late 
April. 

On Capitol Hill, House committee 
aide; expect hearings' on the bill 
through July, with the measure ready 
to move in early fall. A Senate aide 
said that while a hearing sche<iule 
remains uncertain after this month, 
senators would like to get a biil out of 
their cOrTlmittee sometime in the fall: 

The Higher Education Act 
authorizes funding for Pell Grants for 
needy students. college work-study 
prOgrams, and two federal student-loan 
programs. 

Together. the programs account for 
nearly $1 I billion in federal spending. 
in the current fiscal year. 

During reauthorization, the 
EduCation Department will try to keep 
the debate focused on ~ss to higher 
education, high standards for student, 
achievement, and simplified program 
delivery, Mr. Longanecker said. 

Since President Clinton's plan for 
income-tax breaks, included· in his 
budget proposal. will primarily target 
middle-income families and, will be' 
considered first, Mr. Longanecker said 
that the HEA reauthorization would 

, likely place, an emphasis on grant 
programs for the, neediest families. , 

Direct-Loan Dispute 

One issue expected to remain the 
subject of contention during the 
reauthorization is the battle, between 
competing loan programs: the 

,traditional system-the $1:7 billion 
Federal Family Education Loan 
Program-in which banks and other 
agencies handle college loans, and the 
Clinton administration's $544 million 
program making federal loans directly , 
tei students though their colleges and 
universities. 

While the administration says that 
its direct-lending approach, makes 
getting financial help for college more 
efficient, Republicans have threatened 
,to limit or cut the program on the 
grounds that it adds to the federal 
bureaucracy, ' , 

At the m~ting 'here last week, Mark' 
'Brenner, an aide to the House 

Education and the Workforce 
Committee, said that the, Education 
Department has glossed over lapses in 
its implementation of the program. 

"Ifthey're going to tout it as a better 
program, they'd better make sure it's a 
better program: said Mr. Brenner, 
who has been working on oversight of 
the direct-lending plan. 

As they prepare for a showdown, 
supporters of both loan plans are 
calling for program comparabiiity. 

The National Direct Student Loan 
Coalition, an alliance of schools 
participating 'in the direct-lending 
program, says that FFELP lenders 
discount origination fees and interest 
rates to some, students. Such special 
benefits should be available to all 
borrowers, said Phy'llis K. Hooyman, 
the chairman of the group and the 
director of financial aid for Hope 
College' in Holland, Mich. 

On the other hand, the Coalition for 
Student Loan R~form, a group of 
nonprofit guarantors and secondary 
markets involved in the traditional 
system, has questioned the terms of the' 
direct-lending program's option which 
allows students to repay loans based on 

, their income., The slower' repayment 
plan could be too costly for students in 
the long run, said the coalition's 
executive director, Mark.Cannon, ' 

Future Teachers Teacher Education 

Beyond college financing, 
policymakers also have teacher 
ooucation issues to wrestle with under ' 
the HEA, which includes programs 
dealing with recruiting, retaining, and 
training educators. 

Penelope M. Earley, the senior' 
director for government relations of the 
American Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education, based here, said 

, that higher education leaders would 
like to see federal programs that help, 
colleges meet state, and professional 
standards for teacher education, work 
with local school officials on teacher 
induction programs, and' expand 
recruiting efforts. 

In previous reauthorizations, the 
teachertraining portion of the bill has 
been used as ,a vehicle for the pet 
projects of Congress. Because 'of the' 
patchwork of programs, funding for 
the line item has lagged in 
appropriations committees, 

This time around, Ms. Earley said, 
college, groups would Iike to persuade 

, lawmakers to "resist some of the 
silliness that has made this title 
meaningless" and instead work, on 
drafting a streamlined, efficient plan 

f\ for government support for teacher 
preparation. ' 
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NEW YORK CITY OPENS ITS BOOKS 
ON SCHOOL COSTS 

by Steve Stecklow 

Critics ofNew York City schools have just received the ultimate 
weapon: a money trail. 

After a year of effort, the nation's largest school district made its 
first attempt at demystifying its $8.84. billion budget, releasing 41 
,volumes of financial infonnation based on a database containing more 
than 17 million separate records. 
T~e report, which cost $600,000 to produce, for the first time breaks 

down'the budget according to expenditures at each of the district's 
1,100 schools. It also provides new, detailed infonnation of such 
expenditures as special-education funding. Fully $2 billion, or 23% of 
the entire budget, is earmarked for special education, with the average. 
full-time student costing $21,291. Of New York's one million students, 
about one in nine are enrolled in part-time or full-time speCial 
education programs. , 

Details of the budget, some of them jarring, are expectedt~ infonn 
ongoing debate about a school system that has been much criticized for 
low achievement levels and high dropout rates. In particular, observers 
say, it should give parents reason to question why 'expenditure levels 
vary so widely from school to school, and why special-education 
expenditures are so large a chunk of the budget. 

Like most school districts, New York has never disclosed such details 
as school-by-school breakdowns or salary'expenditures. School accounting 
methods often are antiquated and many districts fe~llittle incentive to 
,open up their books completely. . 

"Nobody could figure out where the money was going," says Hennan 
Badillo, a special counsel on education to New York City Mayor Rudolph 
W. Giuliani. "The average parent who is sending kids to a school is not 
interested ifyou're spending $8.8 billion for thewhole city. They want 
to know how much money isbeing spent on P.S. 46, where their ki~s go." 

New York City.is not alone in its effort to make its accounting more 
transparent. Coopers & Lybrand, the big accounting firm, recently 
released a software package that allows school districts to track their 
spending down to the classroom. The program was tested in 188 school 

districts in 17 states; including Milwaukee and Houston. 
School districts have begun hiring financial managers who "have been 

trained to,reflect the private sector idea of running as efficiently as 
possible," says ~ob Sampieri, Coopers &Lybrand's director of K-12 
education. 

More ••• 
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SCHOOL COSTS, continued ••• (2) 

Michael Casserly, executive director ofthe Council of Great City 

Schools; says he suspects that those who study New York!s report "are 

going to be surprised at how much goes to direct instructional 

expenditures rather than other costs, II which have often been portrayed 

as excessive. nThat!s not to say that people who are against 

public-school funding at any level won!t use this as art occasion to take 

potshots. n The rionprofit council is an association of the 50 largest 

urban school systems. . 


OfNewYork!s total 1995-1996 budget, about half goes to classroom· 
instruction. Central administrative and district costs total less than 
4%.'Fhe rest of the money goes for a wide range ofexpenses, including. 
school-level administration (6.3%), food and transportation (7.1%)~ 
custodial and other building services (7%) and debt service (4.5%). In 

, addition, another 7.5% is spent on special education, lunches and other 
costs for students in programs at·private schools . 
. While teacher salaries and benefits account for $2,965, or 38%, of 
average per-pupil spending, only $16 is budgeted for librarians and 
library books and $9 for drug-prevention programs.. And spending on . 
activities to encourage greater parent involvement -- believed by many 
education experts to be critical to improving student achievement .;. 
represents less than a dime of the $7,717 spent on the average student. 

Spending on special education -- services for learning-disabled or 
otherwise handicapped children -- can create funding discrepancies among 
schools. At Sheffield Elementary School in Brooklyn, where better than 
one student in five students is in- special education, the average 
per-pupil spending is $10,434. But at Little Red School elementary, a 
Brooklyn school where no pupils are enrolled full-time in special . 
education, average per-pupil spending is $6,639. 

Juan Morel Campos, another Brooklyn elementary school without any 
full-time special education students, receives still less: $6,167 per 
pupil. The breakdown revealed no obvious reason for that discrepancy. 

Bruce Cooper, a professor ofeducation at Fordham University and a 
consultant to Coopers & Lybrand, says most school budgets are calculated . 
.on a systemwide, district level, making it impossible to compare ' 
spending from scho91 to school. !Ilt would be like General Motors not 

. knowing how much it costs to build a car at each plant,lI he says. nyou 
need to know what your unit costs are. " 

Dr. Cooper says that breaking down a budget on a school-by-school 
basis can challenge the idea ofa wasteful administration. Central ... 
administrative budgets actually account for between 3% and 8% of 
spendingin most districts that Coopers & Lybrand surveyed, but usually 

seem higher because districts typically lump transportatIon, food, . 

maintenance and employee benefits under the administration's budget, he 

says.· 
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SCHobL COSTS, c6ntinued •• ~(3) 

But when communities get a detailed accounting,- debate often shifts 
to "equity and fairness issues," or why some schools get more than . 
others, says Mr. Sampieri. New York officials are bracing for this, once 
parent groups discover apparent inequities. "These reports will allow 
parents to take a more active role," saysRudolpn F. Crew, New York's 
schools chancellor. 

The budget report also should provide fodder for critics, like Mr. 
Badillo, of the System's special-education spending. Mr. Badillo, who 
was a U.S. Congressman when a federal bill to provide funding for 
disabled children was first passed,says the system "has grown into a 
monster" where kids who are disruptive in the classroom are labeled 
learning disabled and placed in costly, separate classrooms. "That is a 
waste of money because the kids don't belong there," he adds. He hopes 
the new budget report will put pressure on the school system to reduce 
the number of special-education students, . 

How It Adds Up 

Some facts and figures from the 1995-1996 New York City school budget 

Total budget· $8.84 billion 

Number of students 1,059,642 

Average spending per pupil $7,717 

Librarians and library books $16 

Teacher salaries, benefits $2,965 

Secretaries, support staff $203 

Full-time. special ed $21,291 
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With Riley Still in ,Charge, 

Familiar Faces To Mark 


"'.ED's Second-TenIi Teain 
!' 

By David J. Hoff 
WashTr¥ii'M 

:PresidentClinton's' education, Michael ,Gohen. who ~dvi~~d : 

team will have familiar faces and Mr. Ri~ey at the department, of:, 

most of them will be in familiar 
 educatIOn ~or 3~ years, will con­

.'- ' 


places when his second term offi- ' tinue as the president's educa­ ," 

, ciallybegins next week. " 
 tion adyiser. at the White 

, 


~ecretary of Education Richard" House-a role he assWned before 

W Riley will stay in the job he's ,Mr; Clinton's re-election cam- i " 


paign .last year.', " held since 1993, and almost all of 
, his high~level staff will stay on Mr. Riley's team at th~ depart~ 


board with him. ' ment h~ had only one high-level 

Mr. Riley, who earned ,high reSIgnation since the November 


election. " ' " , , 	 . ", .marks from education groups, and 

members' of Congress over the Sharon Robinson, the as,sistant 

p~st four years, hopes to put to ,aeeretary in ehaXge of research; 

I, rest the debate over whether, his I 	 left to become oCa, vice president 
at the EducatiOnal Testing Service,

department shou\a remain a Cab- the nonprofit company that ad~inet post. " , 
, ministers the SAT and runs the Na- ' 

"The Am.erican people sent a , tional Assessment of EduCational ' 
very clear message that they Progress for the dep8nmeDt::­
want those of us in Washington -~ . - ... ~ ,._'- ... , 


to focus in on positive and eon­ NewFiDancial OfI'icer " 
 ,oDe addition to the department
,crete solutions," Mr. Riley said on Otherwise,. familiar faces will will be Donald Rappaport. whom 

domi.D8te the department's leader~ Mr. Clinton last week nominated Dec, 20 when the president an­
ship. 	 . to be the agency's chief financial nounced. the secr,etary would stay 

Marshall S. Smith will continue officer.for the second term. "In that 
as the undersecretarY and will Mr. Rappaport is a partner in ' ~pirit, I sincerely hope that the 
also Will carrY the title of aCting , ,the Price Waterhouse accounting . Congress will move beyond, the 

, deputYsec:ietary. which he' as- firm and a former, cbairin8n of theissue of whether or not the 0. :,su.med Jasi II'IJDlIDt!r. ' , ,; Pennsylvimia state school board.partment of Education should 
Gerald Tiiozzi will continue'as The top, financial job at'the de­exist or not exist." 

the asaistant secretary for elemen­ partment has been vacant since . One. major addition ".. !6t 
tary and secondary education. ,and , Donald Wurtz retired last year. ,RileYR's team will be carolit II' ' 
Judith Heumann will stay in her 'Mr. Rap~port and whoever re­Ms;. asco Will move f'.lootIij,.,..' 
job as the asaistant secretary urer- places Ma. RObinson must be con-Whlte House, where she Gp,,· eeeingspeci8l education.' ' , firmed by the SeDate. ' Clinton's top doniestic-po~8d;; 


visElr, to h~ad the president's ef­
,\'


fort to recruit 1 million tutors 

to help children improve their' .. ,,,' 


reading. 

Bruce Reed, an assistant to Mr. . 

Clinton for policy and planning' i 
during the first term. will take 
Ms. Rasco's current job at the ,I 
White House. " . , " i 
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THE A'G END A 

Clinton believes history will judge him by how well he scores' on 
A primer on what's coming in the second t~rm. B~JONATHANALTER' 

. 	ISTORY HAS AN IRONIC 

sense of humor. It turns 
out that President Clin­

. ton's' fondest hope for 
the millennium is' to . 
fulfill one of George 
Bush's casual promises 

from back in 1988. Campaigning against 
Michael Dukakis, Bush pledged to be "the 

. Education President." He wasn't. orwas 
cnnton in hiSfu'st term. But now, barring 
an unexpected crisis, Clinton will bet his 

V- legacy: on educating the American wor~ 
. 7\ fOrce for the future. 

- Of course, this must beaccomplished in 
what the W.ashington wonks are calling 
"the context· of a balanced budget." And 
what exactly dOes that mean? The rap on 
Clinton is that by becoming essentially a 

" 

moderate Republican on fiscal issues, 

be remembered mostly as a . 


. played a good game of defense _~'. 
trell)ist iqeas,·· With . some nice 
Cheerleading to make everyone feel 
There was even amantra for it in the 
paign: "balancing the budget while 
ing oUr valueS," the val':1es being 
(code for Medicare, Medicaid, edut:atic 
and the environment). 

'. This defensive maneuver Worked 

liantly last year, but it hamstrings 

'as he begins his second term. Colm'mitmel 


to a balanced budget means .little 
for the big, bold: initiatives that 
catapult him to grea.tness~or at 
greatness in the eyes of the .liberalS 
write most American histQry.· 

. same time, by prolriising so ieveri!lhh' to' 
protect the elderly, the nTP,,,;riPnt 

have a hard time 
. term cuts in 'entitlement plrogJram~.; 
necessary to nuike 

budget anything more than a teolDO-g; 
raxy achievement. ., 
Clinton's new Medicare proposal, for 

stance, amounts to little more than an 
counting giminick that buys him nothing 
the long riul. Unless he pulls .a Nbc:on·'to"'· 

China. on entitlement 
fo~, he will win 
points for fiscal res,poIl1; 

sibility. Th~ 

. . . 
DLE OF HIS 'q:NURE, ONLY 

HAVE ri: BALlDON LATER will not 
carved on a monuinent any time 

This is what the British ca.ll a 
wicket, and it has yielded a domestic 


<fa widely derided as.too modest, even 

centrist. The usual Washington wise 

anticipate a kind of energeticdo-:notl1iJ 

ism from Clinton. His short-term 

are viewed as either futile, like 

finance reform and trying to' roll 

food-stamp and welfare cuts for legal 

grants, or as cakewalks, like um:onltro''{f!. 

sial' regional trade pacts and more 

for community policing. 

. But don't write off Clinton's priorities : 
puny without a close look at education, .' 
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_ m~or;&?il.cern ofbis since his earliest daye. ment, the. private sector and nonprofits. . The Ultle Engine That Could: Clint~n 
in politics. The president's best hope for Oesptte endtess wnferences and a lot or keeps the children's book ofthat title in the 
feaving a las6Dg imprint is that see~y talk about rebuilding "civil society," this is Oval Office, and it will take a similar Her­
.prosaIC ideas like taX credits for colle e and not fully happerung yet. "Replication" ofculean effort to get enpugh reading tutors . .' 
ri on S en -pe ormance Standards successful programs is all too rare. For in- into the schools. America's Reading Corps 
just might transform the counto' the way stance, Or~on has an innovative health- is lightly funded-only $200 million over 
the GI Bill did in the 19,1iOs. In 1996 the care plan tfuit hilS cut the rate of urunsure<l five years to train 80,000 reading special~ 
president began envisioning a nation aregoruanstollpercent~muchlowerthan ists, who in tum are supposed to train a: 
where the first two years of college are as the national average. But the plan has not million volunteers. The aim is to make 
common as 00. ven y, - been emulated. Government en es in "a sure every child reads by third grade, a no­
ton may be aWe to mvoke "education" the systemic suppreSSIon 0 'g 1 eas, says ble goal that, ,ifachieved, would yieldhuge 
wal: earlier presldents mvoKed natioiiiil'I1arvard professor AIiri AltScliU1er, who is personal and economic benefits for the . 
defense" as Mom.:and-apple-pie crust for trying toaddress the replication eroblem by country. But until Clintori and Congress 
~nsive' gOOdies that woUld never be helping judge the FoiifFoundation's limo- add another zero to the funding, it's little 
swalfowed otherwise. vations in American Govemmentawards. 'more than a cliarade. 

IDid tfuit's not just political packaging. In Even if Clinton does educate and mar- ICIddleCare: One ofClinton's biggest cam-
today's knowledge economy, the idea 0 shal, he will still swim uPstream in the old­ paign promises was to provide health cov~ 
education is hr0a4entng heyond fIle'class­ fashioned, everyday world. of Washington . erage for the 10 million children who are 
room to welfare (job trairting) and health policymaking. Here's some of the rest of uninsured. But when states and private em~ 
care (educating Ie to shift to preven­ this year's agenda. .'. '. ployers now generously insuring somelow­
tive, ess cos m 'cine on won .The Plan From Hope: The president's er-middle-class families figure out that 

~. el~ct!on anc:lr ection partly bY con€ "Hope Scholarships" are named not after . Washington will do it, they'll dump those 
/\ ing voters tli'ii:t education was their ticket to .. his hometown but after a similar program kids into' the federal pool, sending costs 

survfiiil iIi the confuSing w- into the stratosphere. No one .' 
ture,,lUld that he would hele has figured out how to solve 
th~ write it. That js acblallv The Beltway WI'•se m IY's·. a~e' that one yet.: . 
a manImoth ,EE0mise. " . .. '. b'-«; . ~ , Help Wanted: For welfare' 
-But the Odds are' against .. .... • . . • d' reform to work, it must be-

him, and not just because he expecting an energetic, 0­ come an education program. 
could be capsized by scandal .. Former recipients must learn 
orrecessionorabalkyRepub­ nothirlg-ismfrom Clinton. how to hold down jobs. The 
lican Congress. Though the . . . . president's favorite idea., 
new line-item veto will help B t d' 't . ·t him"' .. ff t based on a Kansas City plan, 
(recalcitrant Republicans will ' u< on WTI e . . 0 ye: is to allow states to transfera 
face a choice between losing hi ed d ul'd' welfare recipient's check'to 
their pet projects and siding .•S· '. ucation i eas CO· . an employer as a wage sup-: 
with the president), the two plement. Th~ 
domestic issues most likely to Pstill· trans£orm' th "try picks up at least ofeWer Clinton's hIStoriCal rep­ . . . e COUll ' new worker's salary, 

utation-education and weI­ the'w'·ay. the GI Bill" 'eli,"d.. .' ,benefits, and the
fare-are now largely state. '.. . picks up the other 
and local duties. ten minuscule. By the 
.. ~ctlmeaDs the president ~ benefits eJqlire. the 
will have to fasliion a whole new way of . in Georgia. They ,would provide a -$1,500 shoUld have a fully trained emlJ!OV'ee 
g€erning, in §Ch Was_on doesn:,t tax credit (direct money) and a $10,000 tax.-· In theory; anyway. Inc,entives 
run many p~ or pass many laws but· deduction for college costs. The plan, which fare recipients haven't worked 

~ mstead coora:mates and leveJ.1!~e! broadt\r' is aimed at middle-class families more than Clinton may be forced to revisit 
/\ soCful chiIlge. EvoldDg Theooore. Roose­ poor ones, would tMke the first yeaPof col- of low-wage public-sector 

velt, Clinton Calls this the bully-pulpit ap­ lege essentially free. Students earning at· would have to persuade' 
proach. But K!ven the reduced moral au- least a B average would be eligible for. a hidebound opposition. The 

. thority of the presidency and the iIlcreased second year of the credit. This is' a big-· riously interested. in 
com lIexi of ub' life e ul it's sound budget item-$42 billion over six years- a reality, but not yet seriOUisly 
system is not strong enou . EXhortinS and it could generate both ~de iqflatlcin mitted to what's ne<:ess;,arv' to 
Aiii'encans or . ting successes is im­ and tuition inflation. But it's the biggest HaVing been burned 
~t 6"t jniii,ffident.·· plank on Clinton's bridge. care reform in 1993-94. 

'10 move farther, Clinton needs what Bricks and Mortar: Computers in the' come a quintessential 
his communications director, Donald schools? Try classrooms that don't leak. A 
Baer, .. calls a domestic "Marshal Plan" - new report says that more than a third of 
that's ~marshal" with one "1." The original An:'lerican children attend schools . that 
Marshall Plan, announced in 1947 by Sec-. need to be rebuilt ortindergomajor re:. 
retary of State George Marshall, was a pairs. The backlog now totals a staggering 
huge investment in. postwar Europe. No $112 billion. Clinton is proposing $5 billion 

. one is expecting that now domestically: In- over five years, with a bonding formula to 
stead, this organizational effort, whatever leverage an additional $20 billion locally. 
it is caned, woUld move beyond eloquent It's a start-and a way to get federal mon· 1\ words toward concrete-action prans to;.. ey into the schools without threatening 10­
marshaIillg existing resources of govern-' cal control over curriculum. . 
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• . 	 AP p0602 ua dsib- Clinton, 0561· 03-13 12:10p~Clintonsees progress for his education proposals . 

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ 
Associated Press' writer 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) - President Cl~nton claimed steady momentum 
for his education proposals. today, citing the Defense Department 
and North Carolina as ready to carry out national reading and math 
tests in their schools. . . 

"We can make our public schools, just like our military, the 
best on earth if - like our· military - we are will to adhere to . 
high rigorous ·standards~" the pre.ident told ~ joint se.sion of 
the North Carolina legislature. . 

Noting that the children of military personnel are routinely 
uprooted ~nd relocated, Clint6n added~ "No group of student~ 
better underscores the need for common national. standards." 

The testing is to be in place by 1999. 
, The Defense Department serves some 115,000 children of military 

personnel at 223 schools in 14 countries, six states and Puerto 
Rico - a school system as big as Delaware's, th~ president said~ 
Defense Secretary William.Cohen and Education Secretary Richard 
Rile~ accompanied Clinton to North Carolina in a show of support. 

Clinton also announced April 17 as the date for the 
much-ballyhooed White House conference on early childhood learning 
- a pet project ·of .Hillary Rodham Clinton. The conference of 
scientists, physicians, religious and business leaders and 
child-care providers will examine how a child's earliest 
experiences affect later learning. 

The president challenged every state to follow the lead of North 
Carolina's Democratic Gov~Jim Hunt, who has proposed a 12 percent· 
salary increase for the so-called "master teachers" certified by 
the independent National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. 

Clinton, criticized by GOP opponent Bob Dole in l~st·year's 
. presidential campaign as a "pliant pet" of the teachers' .unions, 
also called on loc~l school boards to give incompetent teachers two 
years to do better or be fired. 

"The biggest challenge we face today is the challenge creating 
world-class education system that embraces every child in this 
state and in this.nation. This must not be a political football," 
Clinton told the narrowly- Democratic-controlled legislature ~ . 

I~ was Clinton's third in a series of speeches to state 
laWmakers designed to gin up support for national achievement 
standards -. and his first venture to the South, where.conservatives 
are generally suspicious of anything perceived as a step toward a 
national sch06l curriculum. . 

Clinton acknowledged the controversy around national standards, 
but chided critics for suspecting '.'some sort of plot - as if math 
is different in Raleigh than in ·Little Rock." ' 

"I think that is inherently implausible," Clinton. said. 
Vice President Al .Gore was in Sacramento today I making the same 

pitch 	to the California legislature. 
In Michigan last week, Republican Gov. John Engler put his state 

on· board for the voluntary program of standardized testing :.. and 
measuring results against national standards - in 4th-grade reading 
and 8th-grade math. Maryland also will participate.. . 

Clinton's budget proposal asks for $3~billion in deductions and 
tax cre~it~ for education and training, including a $1,500 ta~ 
credit for the first two years of tuition at a typical community
college. . . . 
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.Clinton to push school reforms. in. 

It is his third visit to a statehouse. On the agenda: 
~dent test standards and weeding out bad teachers. 

By Robert A. Rankin 
~ [~'lL'IRER WASHI:>GTOS BCREAC 

WASHINGTON - President Clin·. 
ton today will call for stronger ef­
forts by local schools to weed out 
incompetent teachers.. . . 

White House officials said Clin­
ton, in a speech to the North .Caro­
lina legislature in Raleigh, will 
point to programs such as those In 
New York. City and Cincinnati ­
both run in cooperation with the lo­
cal teachers union - as models for 
every locality in the country to em­
ulate in holding teachers to stand­
ards of competence. 

He also will announce that De­
fense Department-run schools serv­
ing about U5,OOO children will par­
ticipate in his drive to give 
national-standards tests for reading 
to every folirth grader and for math 

. to every eighth grader. 
Raising U.S. education standards 

b:--- encouraging vol untary adoptIOn 
. of such tests is a driving .theme of 
Clinton's second term as president, 
as it was in his second term as gov­
8,nor of Arkansas in 1983. His Ra~ 
leigh speech will be his third ad-. 
dress on this subject before state 
le"islatures in the last five weeks, 
th~ previous two coming in Mary­
L.1od and Michigan. 

Praise for a governor 
:\s in those states, the North Caro­

li na governor is expected to an­
nounce that his state, too, embraces 
Clinton's call and wi.ll give the tests 
to fourth and eighth graders. Gov. 
James B. Hunt Jr. is widely hailed as 
one of the foremost advocates for 
education reform. 
" £.nton plans to put new emphasis 
to y on holding teachers to per­
fo ance standards, said Mike Co­
hen, a domestic policy adviser. . 

In that vein, Clinton first· Will 
commend Hunt for proposing a 12 
percent salary bonus for teachers 
who win certiftcation for excel­
lence from the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards, a 
private organization that recognizes 
"master teachers." 
'-At the same time, Cohen said, Clin­
Ion will issue a message that "we 
have to get serious about removing 
weak teachers .from the classroom." 
Clinton made that general point in 
his State of the Union address .. 

The New York City and Cincinnati 
programs are run in conjunction 
with local units of the American 
Federation of Teachers. The Na­
tional Education Association, a rival 
teachers union, operates a similar 
program in Columbus, Ohio, that 
Clinton also may cite as a model. 

'Back on their feet' 
In New York City, wh~n a tenured 

teacher is identified as foundering or 
at risk of disciplinary action, "master. 
teachers" are asSigned to work with 
the troubled instructor.in the class­
room for up to a year. School princi­
pals determine' whether the pro!>­
lems have been corrected, in 
consultation wi.th the union. 

"Usually they get them back on 
their feet;" said Sandra Feldman, 
president of the United Federation 
of Teachers, the AFf unit in New 
York, which negotiated this "peer­
intervenor" program with .local 
school authorities, 

The program is about five years 
old, works with about 75 teachers a 
year, and has helped ease out about 
20 percent of instructors deemed to 
be problems. "We tell them quite 
frankly, 'It's time to leave teach­
ing,' "Feldman said of the ones who 
fail to improve. The program then 
helps them find other jobs. If trou­
bled teachers fail to leave voluntari­
ly, school administrators step in. 

Independent experts vouch for 
the programs. . 

"I'm not aware of deep research 
into them, but anecdotally speaking, 
yes, they are effective programs," said 
Kathy Christie, a policy analyst with 
the Education Commission of the 
States, a nonprofit, nonpartisan' re­
search institute in Denver. "The only 

problem is they are expensive be­
cause you've got to free up that other 
[master[ teacher." 

"The critiCism I've heard is resist­
ance from teachers who may not 
want to be held accountable for 
evaluating their peers." Christie 
added. "It's a hard spot to be in 
when you're teaching. in the same 
building with someone. So usually . 

they'Ii bring in someone from an­
. other school." 

. 
Clinton maintains that only hy 

evaluating America's children. un· 
der uniform national standards 
"eared to international perform­
~nce levels can parents and teach-.· 
ers measure where students stand. 

He takes his crusade to state legis­
latures because states, not Washing­
tori, hold primary responsibility for 
education. But his Department of 
Education intends to contract with 
independent authorities to d8Veiop 
suitable tests and make them avail­

able to willing states and school dis­
tricts by 1999. . 

In :\forth Carolina, the Defense 
Department runs four schools at 
Camp Lejeune teaching 3,459 stu­
dents in grades kindergarten 
through 12, and four more at Fort 
Bragg teaching 4,492 students In 
grades kindergarten through nine. 
All will participate in the student 
tests Clinton calls for, as will stu­
dents in all 66 schools operated by 
the Defense Department· at . bases 
around the country and in 166 more 
abroad, Cohen said. 

N.C. 


http:instructor.in


] AilJMARCH l~, .1997' USA TODAY~. 

N.C.. gives· Ointon 

a vote of confidence .. 

But there's skepticism, and fund-raising concerns 
By Richard Benedetto 

USA TODAY 


RALEIGH, N.C. - President Ginton 
has beeri tarnished, but not yet seriously 

. wounded, by the fund-raising scandal 
that has gripped.Washington for nearly 
two months: 

That's the conclusion after almost 
three dozen interviews and discUssions 
with area residents the past two days. . 

Ginton is here today to address the 
North Carolina Legislature in another in 
his series of speeches to state legisla­
tures on his domestic priorities. 

Many here express unease with Gin­
ton for rewarding big political donors 
with overnight stays in the White 
House's Lincoln bedroom. They also 
voice concern about possible donations 
of foreign money to Democratic colrers. 

And there is serious disappoinonent 
about reports that Vice President Gore 
made calls for campaign contributions 
from inside the White House. 

"I had a lot of respect for (Gore), but 
now he's just like those others," says Jo­
seph Huth. a retired engineer. 

BUt for the most part, there is wide­
spread belief that Repliblicans also en­
gaged mcampaign-ftnance abuses over· 
the years. and that Ginton and Gore 
have been caught doing what others 
may have gotten away with •. 

That prevailing ,view here buys Gin­
ton a measure of protection as he tries to 
weather the storm of coverage of 1996 
Democratic fund-raising irregularities. 

. "It's something that deftnitely needs 
to be cl~ed up, but don't put all of the 
blame on Ginton. All the otber presi­
dents have done it, too." says Thomas 
Burt, 45, a state transportatioa Worker. 

In interviews and discuBOIIS with res­
idents. 24 of whom were part of a focus 
group gathered by the nonpartisan 
Council for Excellence in Government, 
it is clear they are dissatislled with the 
campaign-ftnance system and the appar· 

. ent ease with whicb big money is able to 
buy access to elected otllcials. 

But there is little agreement on solu­
tions. Some think public. lInancing of 
Campaigns may work. Others are stron&-

Iy against their tax dollars being ~ to 
help politiCians get elected. Others back 
limits on contributions. tougher rules tor 
collection and free air time to cut down . 
theca;t of ads. 

Overall. however. the ma;t common 
. responses were skeptiCism and frustra­
tion at the current system. 

"The politicians talk a lot about (re­
forming) it, but they don't do mUCh." 
says Warren Stone. 76, a retired CPA. 
"The Republicans don't want it any 
more.than the Democrats." . 

Ginton supporters here feel·let down 
by the steady stream of all~tions ftred 
at the White House. Still. they cite a goodl 
economy. his work in education and his 
elrorts in behalf of the environment and 
welfare reform as. evidence that Ginton 
is still serving the nation well. I"He could have been a little more eth­
ical." says bakery worker Sally Giess, 
32~ "But I still think he's doing a good
job." . . , 

Homemaker Linda Musten. 43, 
. agrees. but adds, "If he did something 

wrong while he was in otllce, he ought to 
be held accountable." . . .. 

The problem. she notes, is that the is­
sues are so complicated that many pe0­
ple have a hard time sorting them out 
Some question whether any laws were 
broken. Others complain about·the per­
ceived ethicaliapses. 

Then apin. some GiiltOn supporters 
sucb as homemaker Alicia Adrian say 
not to be too quick to condemn the presi­
dent because everyone exercises "poor 
judgmenr' once in a while. . 
. "Lers get on with the work 01 running 
the counfry/' sbe says. . 

Those wbo've never liked Qinton ~nd 
much to bolster their views in the cur­
rent tund-raising reports. But some la­
ment that there have been so many 
questions about GintOll's ethics that a 
certain "numbness" has set in. 

"Irs typical 01 the Ginton White 
House: 'Everything's OK and we can do 

what we want' Every time you turn . 
. around it's something else. Nobody 

canis anymore." says Don Cring. 55, a 
former IBM manager. 

But people should care. says Raleigh 
. meter maid Deborah Hargrove,.41. 

"Everyone should abide by the rules, 
even the president," she says. "Our lead· 
ers are supposed to set the example. If 
leaders can break the rules and get by. 
people will think they can do the same 
thing. We need good rolemodeis, start­
ing with the president" ... 

Even some who voted for Ginton last 
fall show signs of wavering in the wake 
01 the fund-raising liap. 

"I feel let dOwn." says preschool 
teacher Ann Loftin. "It makes me ques­
tion his leade~hip." 

. And Norma .Cook, a motivational 
speater. is disappointed: "He keeps try. 
ing my patience ~ to how far he will 
push the limits of good taste." . 
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LETTER. FR.OM WASHINGTON 

CLINTON5 ON THE BftAlN 
Will this be their legacy? 

BY ,JOE KLEIN 

,0:-': the morning of February 21st, 
Bill and Hillary Clinton visited 
a cheerful classroom at William 

Uovd Garrison Elementary Schoo!' a few 
mil~s from the vVhite H~use, and read 
"'The Tortoise and the Hare" to a group 
of first graders, most of whom were 
African-American, The 
President and the First 
Lady each held a copy 
of the book, and took 
turns readiQg. As one 
read, the other would 
show the page to the 
students, who sat on the 
fioor. clustered around 
them. Despite the tan­
gle of cameras. cables, 
reporters. and Secret 
Service agents in the 
back of the room, there 
was an ease and grace in 
the Clintons' perfor­
mance: it was c1earlv 
something they'd don~ I 

before. \Vhen they fin­

ished the storY, the Erst 

Lady asked, "what did 

you learn from this 


book?" And. rather than Two provocative White House education initiatives-they are' 
solicit an answer fr9m arguably "his" and "hm"--may set offa national ruckus. 
one of the eager readers 
in the front of the class, she looked to the 
more reticent souls in, the back. 

·Some turtles run fast," one boy said. 
The First Ladvtried anothe~ bov. 

"Sometimes the t~rtoise wins," he said. 
There was an awkward silence. No one 
offered the obvious answer, and so the 
Erst Lady explained, "It's a lot like read­
ing, Ifyou do it slowly and carefully, and ' 
just keep at it" you can succeed, just like 
the tortoise did. You can win the race." 

The moment was doubly poignant. 
The children were trymg so hard and 

~ seemed so enthusiastic, but learning to 
~ read was going tobe a struggle for more 

.:: than a few of them. The Clintons were
Q . 

~ trying hard, too, Indeed, they have been 
': very persistent abo,ut promoting their edu­

.cation initiative, which is supposed to be 
the policy centerpiece of their· second 
term. After visiting the classroom, they. 
went on to the school's auditorium and 
announced that Washington-~ea colleges 
had made a commitment to provide hun- ' 
dreds of reading mentors for the city's d­

ementary schools. It was a direct and tan­
gible-a:nd undeniably worth:result of 
steadv Presidential exhortation. Since the 
Inaugw.ation, the President and the Erst 
Ladv have each been out at least O!lce 
a w~ek-she visiting schools and early­

. education programs, he addressmg state 
legislatures about the need to join his 
campaign for national reading and math 
standards, On March 6th, Michigan's 
Governor John Engler, a RepUblican, 
pledged to do so, which was a significant 
victorY for the President. , 

The intensiiy-and mutuali~f the 
Clintons' interest in this topic has only 
one precedent: their campaign for univer­
sal health-insurance coverage, in 1994. 
Obviously, this,crusadeisn'tas risky. Few 

Republicans have even ~othered to attack 
the program as a VVhite House ·s.:heme" , 
to ufederalize~ education policy. :\.nd the 
media's interest, which was r.ev.er great, 
evaporated almost imMediately mer the 
plan was announced in the President's 
State of the Union Message--a conse­
quence of sCandal mania and the ,eflexive 
narcoleps)' that results whenever the 
words "educarion~ and "initiaoye" are ut­
tered in tandem. On the evening of Feb­
ruarv 21st, the Clintons' school vi.sir--and 
me~tor announcemenr-didn't dent the 
network news: the big story that night "'as 

Kenneth Starr's decision not to quit as the 
VVhitewater independent counsel. 

In fact, there seems to be remarkablv lit­
tle interest in the political community about 
anything substantive that the President in­
tends to do in his second term. An insidious 
assumption about priorities has begun to 
seep through official Washington: the rest 
of this spring will be about the campaign­
finance scandals (and, perhaps. the con­
gressional effort to balance the budget), 
But official Washington has rarely seemed 
more remote from the rest of the counov. 
Bill Clinton is at the peak of his popul~-

, ity-around sixty percent, in most polls. 
He has repeatedly insisted that education 
is his top priority. "Yoll can feel it when- ' 
ever he talksprivatdy about this sruff,~ an 
aide says, "This is it. TIlls is his legacy.~ 
And so, perhaps, it deserves a closer look. 

That requires some effort. Clulton un­
dercut the admirable qualities of his edu­
cation plan by presenting It as a laundry 
list of ten items stuffed into his State of 
the Union Message, which was delivered 
while much of the countrv was channel­
surfing in searCh of the sec~nd 0 ]. Simp­
son verdict. He spent near~'.halfan hour on 
it, but it sounded stale--a campaign lefr­
over, the items "bite-size~ and poll~d.riven. 
The most expensive program. and the one 
closest to controversial, was his plan to give 
$36.1 billion in college-:-tuition taX benefits. 
The public loves this idea; feW politicians 
with a pulse will vote against it ~'los~ edu­
cation experts think it's a waste of money, 
since agreater percentage of Americans 
already attend college than young people 
in any other country do.) There wer~ also 
the usual pleas for more money for Head 
Start and safe schools and ucharacter edu-, 
cation" and local school construction. 

But embedded in the boilerplate were 

two substantive ideas that could cause a 

ruckus. They were, arguably, "his~ and 

"hers" education initiatives-the Presi­

dent's and the FLtst Lady's personal cru-


More', , ~ 
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s~des. His was the proposal for rigor6~s 
national math and reading ,tandards, 
which contained an impressive acronvrn 
familiar onlv to education experrs: :".'U:p, 
for National Assessment of Educational 
Progress-a group of tests that have 
found startling numbers of Amencan 
children to be subliterate and innumerate 
in recent Years. Hmwas barely mentioned 
in the sp~ech. but it is at the heart of the 
"earlv learning~ initiative and seems to be 
the ~ducation fetish of the moment in 
precincts as disparate as Washington and 
Hollvwood: a fascination with new 
scientific research on the intellectual and 
emotional development 'of infants, which 
will lead, in April, to a meeting that aides 
have taken to calling, sometimes without 
even raising their eyebrows, "the White 
House Conference on the Brain." 

A FEW hours after' the President and 
. the t ll"St Ladv read "The Tortoise 

and the Hare," and a few blocks away, 
Colin Powell sat in a television srudio 
made to look Like a child's bedroom and 
read "Goodnight Moon" to his two-year­
old grandson, Brian. He read wonderfully; 
Brian was pretty terrific, too, po~tlng t.o 

. the kittens and snuggling agamst hIS 
grandfather, The director: Rob Re,iner, 
and his wife, Michele Smger-Remer, 
watched thescene on a video monitor and 
then glanced at each other with te~ in 
their eves, "1 don't think we 11 need a sec­
ond take," Reiner said. , " 

"Goodnight Moon" will be the final 
scene of an hour-long program about . 
earlv-childhood development which ABC 
\\oil! broadcast on April 28th, around the 

. time that the White House brain con­
ference mav take place. Both events co­
incidewith a national "Early Childhood 
Public Engagement" campaign that is be-. 
ing coordinated this spring by a New 
York-based nonprofit group called ~e 
Families and Work Instirute. A specIal 
edition of Ne"J.:sweek, which will be avaJ­
able at n~wsstands for several weeks, will 
also be part of the effort. Reiner ~as bee~, 
deeply involved with the camp3.lgn. His 
interest in the subject. he acknowledges­
,vith a candor peculiar to the west side of 
Los Angeles-grew OUt, of nine years of 
daily psychoanalysis, "1 realized that what 
happened'to me in the n.r:tthree years of 
mv life w:;'$absolutely mncal, for good 
an:d not so good, to how 1 dealt with,;the 
world and relationships and my work., he 
said. "1 began to think that other ~~ple 
should have .this informatlon, too. It s un­
portant for parents to know how impor­
tant the first few years are." . 

Reiner's psychoanalysis coincided with 
a number of biochemical and behavioral 
srudies that proved, with scientific preci­
sion, most everything your grandmother as­
sumed to be true about child-rearing: that 
it's crucial for babies to be hugged, talked 
to, sung to, read to, and adored. Those 
who don't get the physical attention 
suffer; those who are abused or neglected 
can be physiologically damaged for life. 

Another pilgrim who came early to 
this information was Hillarv Rodham . 
Clinton, 'who wrote about it ~ her book 
"1t Takes a Village," Indeed, all questions 
about the brain conference are directed by 
the White House press office to the tU'St 
Lady's staff. Few .are answered: there is no 
guest list, and no agenda, and not even a 
specific date for the conference yet. 
, "The policy implications are absolutely 
clear," said Reiner, who has schooled 
himself in this subject-he recently ad­
dressed the National Governors' Associa­
tion about it-and is working in loose' 
conjunction with the White House: He 
rattled off alist of early-education pro­
grams that need to be funded. The tll"St 
Ladv cites more than a few programs in 
her book., too. And it's true that programs 
1ikeHealthy Start, which offers child-care 
advice' to poor mothers in some states; 
seem to have been very useful. But there 

. is another policy "implication" that may 
proved1srurbing for a great many two­
wage-eamer and single~parent families. 
The research is pretty clear. it's much bet­
ter for an infant to have a parent-almost 
inevitably, a mother-at home for at least 
the first'few years of the infant's life, 
"Most wome~ go back to work before 
they want to," says Ellen Galinsky, the 
president' of the Families and Work In­

. stirute and a crusader for better day care, 
who understands the limits of the pos-' 
sible. Her group has srudied the effects of 
smaller group size and better t:raini.ng for 
day-care workers in F1orida: only about 
twenty-six per cent of the child-care siru­
ations there were considered stimulating 
for kids before the t:raini.ng; but the figure 
rose to between thirty-six and forry~four 

. per cent afterward. An optimist might see 
progress, but many parents will see a six­
m-ten ch~ce thin their own children will 
not be getting sufficient attention. (Galin­
sky said day care in F10rida was better 
than in most of the rest of the countrv.) 

The White House conference on the 

brain could touch off an emotional debate 

about the responsibilities of parents, and 

how actiyethe goverrunem should be in 

encouraging parents to act responsibly. 


3'( 
"The real policy implication," o~e \Vhite 
House aide said. "may rum out to be that 
we should trv to make it -:asier for parents 
to stav hom~"-durin'g the firs~ few years 
of lif~y offe:ing a large. concentrated 
tax incentive. 

"I hadn't thought of taat: Reiner savs, 
"That's what the consen'atives are going 
to be for, It's very depressing: ' 

Not just consen-atives, \\rilliam Galston 
and Elaine Ka.marck. both of whom have 
worked on the White House scan (Ka­
marck still does, for the Vice-President), 
proposed just such a tax credit in ':~lan­
date for Change," a policy agenda pub­
lished after the first Clinton victory, by the . 

. Progressive Policy Instirute, a ~ew Dem­
ocrat think tank. "1 don't think this should 
be an either-or 'situation," says Galston. a 
former Clinton domestic-policy ad\;ser 
who now teaches at the University of 
Marvland at College Park. "We should be .' 
investing more.in our children. period, 
We should have greater mcenoves tor par­
ents to'stav home in the early :'ears. and 
berter child-care options for those who 
can't afford to·do"that. But don't ask me 
to choose between them. That's someone 
else's box, not rnine,~ 

It is the White House's box. and the 
\Vhite House hasn't vet decided. how, or 
whether. to climb out of it. ''I'd hope that, 
every parent who learns about. this re­
search will want to go find their klds and 
hug tl1em," Bruce Reed, the President's 
domestic-policy adviser. says. uI'd hope 
that this information will cause a lasting 
change in parental beha,<;or." '. 

But what about government's role~ To be 
determined. Reed says. And how can this 
vear's interest in earlv-childhood develop­
~ent be squared wiili l~t year's welfare­
reform legislation, which now demands 
that poor women leave their children and 
find work.? 'We believe that kids who grow 
up in a household without the structure of 
work as a discipline and asp1.l'atlon \VilJ also 
suffer," Reed says. "Ii doesn't me:m that lousy· 
child care is a good idea. but we .believe 
that ifvou can bring work to a household. 
and a ~ommunit'y, Lives will improve." 

"Tom:. ifyou have a chance to land in. 
L Normandy, does that mean you 

have to plan the im;asion all the way to 

Berlin?" a White House aide asked, m 
defense of the semi-hatched narure of 

More •.• 
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some of the President's education initia­
O\'es. :\lthough Bruce Reed and others 
had been plannmg for a second term 

'through much or' 1996, the education 
package seems to have been cobbled to­
gether hastily, to produce something in 
rime for the State of the Union Message. 

There is a signarure Clintonian qual­
ity to all this-J.ITlbirious, high-minded, 
and haphazard. like the White House 
brain conference, much of the rest of the 
President's education policy--especially 
the call for national reading and math 
standardr-raises more compelling ques­
tions than it seems prepared to answer. 
It was the President himself who insisted 
on the most rigorous reading and math 
tests, "He knew this stuff cold," an aide 
said. 'The Department of Education was 
dragging its feet a lirtle, but he knew ex­
actly what he wanted," 

. The Department of Education would 
no doubt denv recalcitranc~, but it wasn't 
thrilled with ilie last set of :-.IAEP reading 
results, for the year 1994, released in 
April of 1995, "Dick Riley didn't even 
artend the press conferenc~," one testing. 
e.xpert said. "1 can't remember another 
time when the Secretanr of Education 
didn't show up," The t~stresults were 
brutal, NAEP divides students into four 
categories: advanced, proficient, basic, 
and below basic. The twO crucial catego­
ries are in the middle: a basic reader will 
know, say, that the tortoise beat 'the hare' 

~ proficient reader will be able t~ 
extrapolate that "slow and 
steady wins the race." (An ad­
vanced reader might make the 
First Lady's point: that the les­
son can be applied to other 
endeavors as well.) The 1994 
:--,rAEP results for fourth graders 
were: seven per cent advanced, 
twenty-three per Cent proficient, 
and thirty per cent basic-which. 
left forty per cent semi-literate 
at best. The figures for certain 
minorities were even more de­
pressing: one per cent of blacks 
were advanced, seven per ceot 
were proficient, twenty-two per 
cent were basic, and seventy per 
cent were below basic. ' 

The 1994 :-.IAEP results were 
culled from a national sample. 
The President has proposed that 
a similar test be given to e'imy 
fourth grader in 1999. but he 

. can't ordain it. He has to get the 

individ~al states to agree. and that may 
not be easy, even though he IS offering to 
reimburse them tor the costs of the e.x­
amination. ~Do we have a strategy for 
getting the states to go along~" an aide 
asks. "",Vell, hell be ou't pushing this. We' 
think Governor Engler's ;upport is sig- . 
nificanr--a lo( of the other Republican 
governors look to him. \Ve're not e.'{pect­
ing a huge rush ofother states right away. 
though. , . , Is there a Plan Bii thev don't 
come :liong? ~o,' . 

And so it is entirely possible that the 
centerpiece of the President's education' 
initiative will never come into being. But 
it is also possible---.:md this is c1earlv 
what Bill Clinton is hoping for-th;t 
enough states will go along. and then the 
million reading mentors that he has 
called for will swarm into elementanr­
school classrooms throughout Ameri~a 
in 1998, and the :-.iAEP results will show 
a dramatic improvement in 1999. If the 

. President were to achieve his goal---ev­
ery fourth grader reading at or above the 
basic level-:-that would be a signi.ficant 
accomplishment indeed, 

He is likely to settle for less than 

that-for a national-testing regime that· 
demonstrates just' how much work needs 
to be done. And, like the conference on 
the brain, this may intensify the exist­
ing, deeply rutted ~licy deb~tes between 
left and righr-especially when parents 

. across the country begin receiving the 
NAEP results, and find their children semi­
literate or worse. The left will want to 
spend more money on poor schools; the 
right will argue for a freer, more entre­
preneurial system. If the President is 
lucky, a national consensus may emerge­
as William Galston proposed on early­
education issues-to trY both, "'You're 
not going to get an ar~ment from me 
about trying everything, irtcluding spend­
ing more money on poor schools," Ches­
ter E. Finn, Jr., a conservative education 
specialist with the Hudson Institute, 
says. "But we'v~ also got to try some of 
the things that give palpitations to the 
teachers' unions~-things like school 
vouchers. merit pay, and the elimination 
of tenure. ' ­

As President, Bill Clinton has avoided 
such harsh specificity-in part, no doubt, 
because the teachers' unions were among 

" 

his strongest supporters. bu( llso because 
he has no directll'Chonrv over ,uch 
things: a union cc,ntract. Like .umost 
every other aspect of education, is a lo~ 
cal matter, 'Nhich is whv :!ducation is 
an area that Presidents ha;e !T.ldirionallv 
left to their speech·.vriters (and whv thi's 
President didn't devote 'Ierv much' time 

.' to it until he began.to run f~r reelection!. 
Clinton's. decision to stake his ;econd 
term on this usually peripheni .l1'el seems 
a combination of true intere.;t-he lights 
up whenever he enters a school-and 
desperation . .\lo,t of his and the First 

. Lady's beloved social- policy issues ue 
off the table: welfare has been "retormed" 
(at least, for the moment). :md he:lith 
care probably won't be anv time soon. 
Crime is down, Aifumativ~ action is be­
ing mended, not ended. The great en­
titlement battles-over :'ledicare and 
Social Securiry--are there to be fought. 
but they are di-v, bitter debates: a matter 
of taki~g someclung away from the pub­
lic rather than offering anything to it 
(other than the distant prospect of fiscal 
stability), "'Yes, it's difficult to really do 
something about education,~ an aide 
says. "'You don't control the levers of 
power, But he's pursuing this because it's 
what he really cares about." 

These ar~ humble times for gov­
ernment, and Bill Clinton's education 
plan is a modest policy, He does not ask . 
for vast new funds. He offers no sticks . 
along with his few scraggly carrots­
there is no requirement. that states join 
his testing regime, lest conservatives 
squawk that he is "imposing" a na­
tional education scheme; there is nore­
quirement that high-school graduates 
pass a test to receive college-tuition tax 
credits, lest liberals squawk that minori­
ties would suffer a ~disparate impact: 
It's also possible that all this \v1ll be svd­

, lowed by the scandals that have over- . 
whelmed Washington, But the debate 
about parental responsibility which will 
attend the brain conference is bound to 

be provocative, and the outrage that 
may accompany the resting results in 
1999 could instigate some useful re­
forms, And, though Bill Clinton would 
no' doubt like to be remembered for 
something more dramatic.. he may have 
to settle for this: that at a moment when 
the public distrusted the government's. 
ability to provide answers, he demon­
sttated---in this area, at leasr--an ability . 
to raise some of the important questions. ~ 
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campaign is that the rule of llnintendedconsequences 
kicked in to prote;C'.t the Department-of Education 
from cOll~essional critics out tb abolisl1it. 

The Cabinet seat. now seems secure.. although irs 
budget. already one of the smallest of rhedepart.· 
ments, maysrilI beunde.r siege. . .' 

IronicallY'. the 

WRONG MESSAGE. " . 

WASHINGTON -'- Gllo:! re'S-;Jt of th~ preside;ti~'- - ­ Don'llness with 

.emphasisthar Bob 
i .. ety of educational ill1prOVem~IHs.MAR I ANN E Dole andothe.r GOP 
I BU,t Dolets progranl. ,enler~ng O~lcandidates gave to 
I hallding out paroehiill as idl aswiping OU[' the.MEANS public school vouchers. h:ld IlIlle . department finally 

Illiddle·c/ass appeal and thre ate ned . forced them' to real­
to undenllin~ tile public schools tharize that the public is in favor of keep­
most children attend and of whicll ing it. Posr~eleC(lOn Republicun sur­
mc·SI voters :lpprove. veys indicate that attacks on tlie 

GOP focus glOUpS disclosed th,HI:,dilCJtion Depanmellt cost the pllrty 
Dole got immediate thumbs dowucruci"l.support among female voters. 
when he; vl)wedto kill th~ depart­. The primary target was actually Ihe 
ment during a debate With President.National Education Association. the 
Clinton. It was a red' nag. a symbol natioll's largest teachers union and a 
of an anti-education at! itude.f:\vorire GOP villain because it con­

Dole and' congressionalrribtites mostly to Democrats. Dole 
Republicans Viewed rhe dil1l.inarioneven devoted a chunk of his convention 

acceptance speech to denouncing the ­
NEA. 

. B U[ th~ Republica!1s d\dn't stick to assaulting the 
NEA; they also ca.mpaigned to destroy the Cabinet. 
seat that Republicans feel is dOlninared by the NEA. 

This was not arevohllionary position for either 
Dole or other GOP candidates. They were echOing a 
party stal1d first adop(ed by Ronald Reagan shortly 
after .the department was created 16 years ago and 
encased in party-platform ,oncrete. '. 

The subject never developed much traction so' long . 
as ·it was a rh~torical rather than legislalive goal. 

Congress never r':1\l1y tried very hard to get rid of 

Educarion or an'y ocher department. Rather than fight· 


. ing ro reduce the size of his Ca~jnet. R~agan even 

addc-Q another department, olle for vetemns affairs . 


Bur this year education became a Cafl1palgn priori­
ty. in large part because of the president's successful 
stress on such symbolic reforms as school uniforms, 
hign performance goals and a ban on cigarette \'end" 
.ing niachines neM schools. '. .'. : 

. 


the Department ofEducation 

Polls indica!e-d th;>t .education· was one of the top . 
voler issues. contrib;;ting to the pro-Clinton gender 

. gap among W0I111.'.0. Clinton was 
seen asa strong adv()c~lte fur a varJ: 

of the Departme-nt Llf Educarlon. 
along with a few other sll1:l11 dt'parlmeats,;is evi­
denc~ Ih1H they \vere serious about dowI)sizing the 
federal government and retufl.lillg more rower and 
responsibi!!ty to stJtcs.and localitIeS. . 
. But teo muny voters viewed it as a sign of 

Republican determination to dL)';vnsi7..eth~ Impol'- . 
tMce of pt.:blic ~dllt.::ltion in Am~liC'311 life. For ven,s 
polls ~a\'e consistt:ntly SllOWed a clear majority 
approvlng a Oep:lftment of Education and favoring 
.Incr~ased rather than decreased spending on public 
education. . 
.. A s·e.at at the Cabinet tnble' brings the heightened 
visibility thaC represents a national commitment to 
b.!tter. ac ademic perfotnunce. Paleot~ m;Jy nut. W~llt 
federal meddling' in t!verv -:lassIOom decision. but 
they waat rhe! assur:mce or'that broad cOI1Ulutrile!lL 

At rhe post-electIon Republit:an Governors' 
Conference.. GOP Chalflnan Haley Barboul' conc~ded 
that mishandling the .edUC:lltioll iSSll~ had bc:en one llf 

I?ole:s bigg.5( pl!'blems. Other cOl1feren~'e partlel' 

nora . .. 



WRONG MESSAGE, continued.. 

pants told i'eportl!rs tnIT dumping on tile Depami\eni: 
of EdtJc:ltion had not translated .into the ~oped-for 
philosophical· appeal of shifting power away frolll a 
federal bureaucracy to local schools.. 

"lnsre,ldof talking about abolishing the 
Department of Educarion. we. should be talking about 
sending more mon(!y back to mothers and fathers," 
Michigan Sen. Spencer 'Abraham said. "Clo!;illg Ihe 
Departme.nt of Education translatd into ... less bene- . 
tits for your children," , ' , 

By ilself, the Departtilen! of Education isno[ such 
a big deal. It is so small that il' neither rhn'.alens Ihe 
federal budget nor imposes excessi ve and dangerous 
red tape or bllreaucratit: nonsense onto the wi~e Judg­
mentS of local school officials. Most of the rl!gula- .' 
lions·.it does apply, in fael, are congressionally man­
,da,ed to counter whal a legisliilive lDlljorily sees as 
s~hool district shortcomings. . 

But education has always been abOllt more. thaD n 
classic-contest between fedenil and local government .. 

. power. It.is about such emotional social questions as 
how and whether to leach about sex, c'ondoms. homo­
sexuality and crearionisll1. h is about how best to pro­
vide federal aid for schoolchildren. 10 which chi ldren 
and how Illuch. . 

It's about how 10 ellcourage studenls to learn JI's' 
.. about involving parents. discouraging dropouts, 

impl'oving school discipline. e:1dmg student viol~nce. 
Abolishing Ihe Department of Educalion would 

solve none of these problems. It would creale new 
ones by eliininaring Ihe cenlr:.ll entily through which 
they can be showcased and debated and around which 
a consensus'can form [0 address them. 

Voters understood chis beller than Dole .and his 
pal"ty. It is time to drop Ihe sillynolion that revenge 
against the NEA requires· scatterir.J education guide- . 
lines to the winds. It is petry and counterproductive. 

Republicans should now come up with some gen­
uine edUcation programs thaI illv.olve more than 
pleasing tne religious right or promoting the norlon 
that if only the states are left alone. all will be well. 

rm old enough to remember one-room schoolhous­
es back home in the \-tiddle West, the result of Jt:aving 
ecucation up (0 the stares. It isnot a pleasant memory. 

.~ , 

http:cenlr:.ll
http:lions�.it
http:Departme.nt
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ADVERTISEMENT 

By Albert Shanker. President 
American Federation of Teachers 

Ideology and Common Sense" 

A
. ' 

dvocates of full inclu~ion have a simple i 
answer to the complicated problem of ' 
educating children with disabilities. They 
believe that all of these children should 

be put into regular classrooms, regardless of the" 
nature and severity of their disability. And they dis­
miss people who disagree with1:hem as enemies of 
children with disabilities. 

What full inclusionists don't see (oracknowl­
edge) is that children with disabilities are individuals 
with differing needs; some benefit from inclusion 
and others do not. Full inclusionists don't see that 
medically fragile children and children with severe 
behavioral disorders are more likely to be hanned 
than helped when they are placed in regular class­
rooms where teachers do not have the highly 
specialized training to deal with their needs. They 

,don't see that when a disabled student misbehaves 
or demands extraordinary attentioll from the class­
room leacher, the learning of all the other chiklnltl in 
the class is being sacrificed. And they don't admil 
that there is absolutely no evidence supporting the 
idea that all children with disabilities do better in 
regular classrooms. '. • 

With advocates of fuU inclusion insisting on tt.ir ODHize..fflI..lIJ ideokJu': 
it sometimes takes the parents of a disabled child to brina!be CODWlIliDlII2 
back into the real world. Arch and Margaret Puddington are parents wixlIIeI 
younger son, Mark, is afflicted with a relatively rare COIIdition called Cornelia! 
de Lange syndrome. This means that Marie cannot run, jump, or pronounce! 
more than a handful of intelligible syllables, His IQ was once evaluated at 36.: 
Arch Puddington recently wrote an article for COrf'llfUntary (May 1996),; 
reflecting on life with Marie and America's treatment of the mentally retarded: 
He discusses. among other topics, the debate over full inclusion-which. to a: 
parent of a severely disabled child, "involves much more than an absll'llCto 
argument over educational policy."'uddingtOn knows that full inclusion can work; he's seen cases wheret

Pit did: "Some children may indeed be able to p~i.cipate. in the: 
"competitive environtneDlaf a nonnaI c1ass~; thl~ IS p~cu,I~r. 

the case with children who suffer from certam physical disabllines.·. 
and young children who are onlY'miJdly marded" But Puddington is al~ a: 
practical guy. He realizes that it ia-ooe thing to have lofty ideals and qwte: 
another to make inclusion worlc fer all children with disabilities. He cites a· 
report by the National Association of State Boatrls of EdUcation as a prime: 
example of putting ideology ahead of common sense. The report endorses: 
inclusion on the sweeping grounds of educational refonn. civil rights. ~ 
equity, but as Puddington points out. it is silent on an important pracncal 
matter that will detennine whether anybody in a c1ass-children With 
disabilities or those without them-will receive an c:ducapon: 

[It) ignores ,the critical question of how the fully inclusive school is 
to cope with autistic children. or children who exhibit strange and 
inappropriate behavior. who become violent when frustrated. who 
are chronically disruptive, or who require exceptional medic~ 
attention. No wonder middle-class parenlll are beginning to 'Cite the 
ever growing emphasis on "special needs" as among the reasons for 
transferring their own children.from public to ,private schools. 

Puddingu. is IKX bIi..nded by ideology. and he rea.uzes that a one-sU.e-fit&- , 
all appIQIIC.b 10 inclusioi1 would hurt everyOlJlt.. especially disabled Icids. Take 
!he a.of his own son. Marie: 

Win New York to take [the path of full inclusion), Mark would 
be transferred from his present school, which is devoted solely to 
special education classes: and placed in a regular classroom in our 
neighborhood high school, a forbidding building with a rough and 
intimidating student body. BeCause of his precarious sense of balance 
and lack cif coordination. Mark is physically quite feaiful; he goes inID 
panic if accosted by overly playful small dogs. For him. inclusion in a 
big-city high school would be, an exercise in terror. 

And if fon:ed iIIIo a regular classroom, Mark would not be the Only pmoa 
wh<fwould suffer. ' 

Marie would present his new teachers and classmates with a' set of 
unique problems.... The advocates of full inclusion speak glibly 
of giving teacbcn the training necessary to cope with the immense 

, variety of challenges which handicapped kids bring to the classroom. 

Yet no amountof training could prepare a regular teacher for Marie. In 

our experience, the requisite expertise and commitment are found onJy 

among teachers who have chosen to speCialize in the handicapped. 

Puddington concludes his article with a starlc warning on the danger of : 

"sabotaging our genuine achievements in the pursuit of worthy-sounding but . 
deeply wrongheaded ideas." Extending civil rights to children like Mark 
sounds like a fine idea, but how will these children benefit if special 
programs and special teachers disappear and they are thrust into regular 
classrooms? And what about the children in the regular classrooms? As the 
pamu ofa child with a severe disability, he sees this as a situation in which 
everyone would lose, and I think he is right 
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-S"ch-0'o'ls ',----nut Salerno said there might be -Ul,. Oistricfl!ourt -;:ele.iSe.itliem ' 
, 	 ,:.. ,no Olher c:boi<.:c, : trom direct state rule, A.teain of 

"i'roM mY"OWil.1RJn.tng of com- :protessional ~Dj.strators 
.' mittee members, Thave nor (oulld, would be brought 10 to run the·.a m;ijority on the committee in fa- i district.· , 

' 	 VOl: (li the biD;" 'saidSaJemo, a': Some supporters ot the bill arechange· '" :.', . '.', :Columbus'RepubUcan, "We've:concetned,that the·; mayor will 
':.. • .' '. e'" \Y' .. gota I.Qt l>1i~ idess. and outside walk away from the Dian it be . 

'1lillm,'. . til''.... '9,,.8".'. ,'._.,
, ..'un
Proposal for White . 'tylacKs pane1maJon 

By BENJAMIN MARRISON: J), 
"'-'Ill OlAWlOIQ!gU'_ 'f.$ 

'01 t.be:·]U'e~ ofihe::Ja4:mal it : ~oesn't get control. quickly. , 
. :~Jo 4Il,b~ y.9ar;.0f s~~e~t$: Silld White:, "We've Clade no I 

" that nave to ,80 ttiroulib, tblSsya- ; demands aDd have not delivered

.' tem,we .really need to take tile ! any ultimatums ttl the state Jeg:is­OPt)Ortu.nl~ to sitdo.WD and really .. !ature, AU we have said is we will 
·Icok.at all..of them and take the I be oll1ssistaIice to the corruriunity 
.best parts. . .' ," jfgiven a reasonable. request"
' "eVeD;rWt":iHul...Ba~lder; '.' Ye~e["dar. committee' mem­

.'. CQn~nted to .• p'nor ~ot.e; Itwould';bers beard proposals from Demo~:be. dlm.CUlt to. ~et ~e billthr.oash icratic Reps. Peter Lawsoa Iones 
'.' the leg1alatw:e III li!ne rot~eNo, of Shaker Heigbts and Dan Brady I 

. ~mber erectiOn, Salerno S&d. . . tram Cleveland's West Side. . . 
· COLUMBUS - State lawlriak- .'. To put the proposal OD the N9- ; Brady s~ggested split1i118 the ers problloly won't complete 1eg~ . vember .baU?t, state offu:13lSlISJd i1G,OOO-student district into five 
i$lation cbangingthe ·gov.e~~n~. : the lc!pslatiOD would have I;D mini-districts; ellcb wi1b its 0':'[1 
of the CJe".'eland S£h091 distriCt IJl c:1ear bo';b the House and Senate; elected school board and' a:drrun­
rime to affect iiie I3JV1.Ja school and be SIgned byCov. Georae V. .i.stration;' as 8 way to improve 

· y~ar"":" uriless some compron$e .Vo.movich by M~y 23. .... :i:lanagemeot.· .' . 
is.,lif;ruck: ..... .... . . .' " .' : '.:. 'State law· requires 80eb mea~·~.·· Jones' plan is s1nittar to that of­
: AlthouSh . ~be ,caned ano~~r .• suren~ be gi~ to .local boarliS· f~redby Wise-Batchelder, It 
year under t~~ current system a,; or electIons ~t least 75 :~ays be~: would create a l3-member panel,' 
re~ trage,dy, Rep. Amy Salerno . tcr., the election. In addlt1On. leg- I With sit appOhited by the mayor 

· ~d r.he dldn't believe m~ me,tn- .' ialation does Dot take effect until; with City Council cont'irinatlon' 
pen. of the Select Comrruttee ~n' 90 dava a.fter it is approved.-:.. un- :'" . 'I t~;I II.. ""., d; ....... ts ' 

'Scbo01 Governance she' dtatrs . ., . .'.: 'OUf e ~ l"" ,~om Ct., ,~,:"c ­
'SU rt a bill ''\ling district COD~ )es8, 1awmake~s pass at.as an i two on each SIde ot the clty;aod
,tr~~Ma or ~a.el R: White: emergeDCY, " . " "': threeelecJ:ed it-large, . ;

1b~t blrl.spollsoredby Repub-: ;. 5aIerno saul ad(iltional,~' lon~" 1ari would fa uin: il 

lican Reps. MIke W!seofMay· . mgunust be held on the billB. Ul"'p . Ie ·ber. ' . 
neld artd William Batcheld~r of ~lud.in.. a hea..rin& April 17 in,; cor: ;:i:nadeC~= Cb.~D~!! 
Medina would let voters.retam or . Cleveland. Even when the House, . . ' er JIOm,.... 
reject the system: rour yean.aI'ter " . Comes In a consensus on how to !out t~at tlIe Jon.es proposal wouId 

· the new gO'le:n.tnce structure is". i I1!lStnlcture th~ di:ltrl~t, the Sen,,: i~qUtre two votes; one to create 
in place, .. . . ate must bold its own bearings, i .. e !le!N,goy.ernanc.e structure, 

.The lacl< of a vote beror~ shin-. And ~'b~ 8O"croor sip.1 the jandanotlle.t tor voters to selCi:( 
tngcontrQl . to the' mayor bas.: bill, the fe4eraJ judgeover~iag scbool board members.. ..... 

,Cleveland Democrats in an. u~th.. d:i.stri~t will. blve to 8p(lnm: ,J.()D~' a6SaiJed. the Wise,. 
·roar and.has w.eake!ledRepubIi~ iL '. .' . , . Batcb~lder. proposal•. uying 'it' 
~n support (I?"~ bIlt " ~ ': "That's BoinS to take time," ~_ .was ~Iored to fit tlie unique Per-· 
, . The . poss1blbty otwddle· Icmo said. "rill not sure at thiS80n~lty aDd management style of 
ground emerged lare, yesterday. t 01 tJie bills (:8.11 be done I Wblt." and not the .persoQ whO' 
whtl1Sal~rno and Rep. JUlIe ,polO ImY , d .may be !be nen mayor .
Callender aWtllowick .Repubij- III time .. , .lIInd tbatt •. .- trage y; .,' . . 
can oitthe' Co~nee. satd the,. bocausje-we are robbin, those.stu-·,. ~He" not ma~ torlit'e," Jones 
w.ere workinc oil ~.compromise., •dents. of yet. anot.ber year ,Ill edu· -: ~d. . . 

· Tile' ·pot¢t1.iJ. .Cl,)rripl'GllUBe catioci!' ,.. . I . 
·	woUld Ipove up ilie date of a .re: : 'Cleveland dvic leaders support

fl'cf'udum to the tint electioll . the Wise-Batchelder bill bec'aw:e' 

lifter tho mayor: took coatrol, it· closely .m.lrl'Ol'S' suggestiollS ~ 

pro!lably.IDthe~~ot1~,;, . mAdo by • civic task 'orca.'· 


.'. B~tchelder sald he ~ijS willanc '!uooD1' 
to dl.8CUSS a COIDprOml.'le, b~t.be- wo11lcl 
Iie\'ed 8 Mal '(O~ would .be too . schOOl 

I
$0;00.: "I dOD ~,th!Jik 1~~ rnea;- " ..... ­. sure how Mike has, daDe III that· 1""""-' 
.~eriOd or tlme," b~J!~jcl," . 

other thiPgs, .tbe bill 
~eat... Dine,member 
board named by tbe 
to run' 1Ile "hoots it tbo 

..,. c' .. 

. 

. 

. 
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Schoollunds 

must·blllur 

lOp ·prlorilY

, '. .., " . ''. . "". . . 

, ...". '. ,.That iiD<>t fair:- fi':'iaMt~riji[" 
.. Sta,te mustloat ... iiu~ ~. and. aho~ld~ do better .in· 

at least../t411the·.. bill:·: . . N~:':ly 6Q ceiDau& ei IINIIIIJfor a'il: TIl" , .. ~ ..; doUBr 6penton,~ ... 
J' '.. '. . .. 1 £. lno~ 'second&iy, educ.idaD ID OW' ... 

schoolchildren .~' ~~:~ropertY ~ 1'II:&t'. 
.,' IS not; (au. elther: It Is tiiDe .... 

, :.' .. ...' .. , .' .s~ the .'burden from lOcal pmp­

.,........... e"!d:w~~~~aclimd 

. PH·.·· , every. !ltUaent m DliDo.i.i ia iIlP-

T 
h~ r~fol.'m ~f. the ChiCago poitedby a~ tea5t.S4.225.ljIU1ually.

public school.--which we' The state shOuld pay at ...MIl 

, fashioDiiirn'i". tho e state Ca'n.. the coit. uf-PJO~ tW. ad. ­toJ 	 .. .wllld reciU(le locaI...."'--- ....
I 	 . two years a.co-:-ia belo' by IIt·,--.... $1 "-...I:2""~•., .. 
hail~ as a mod~j for oth~t met- .......~ " .......... 

ropoiLta.n areas a~s tbe nation. ,I belim .iDueaBlnC· the,~ 

SchoC!1!! in. the ,City and 'tu i.&the~.., to raille the 
throughout TIlmois are'more 'ae. .additiOQal at:awdollart that. will 
countable.. Local school .boards i . be needed' prinuuilJ ic) ~ 
and educaton; have fUmore t1elt~ , t,beliubataDtia! property tu relief 
ibility to develop new and batter . I All!- a4wcatiDc. t am 0,.. .to' 
a"proaches to ed foI~'''1.h TIU ,otliflr ~}liJi~ .~~. aDY. ... uea........ e ~ 	 ­:~.....,ft!-qree.~ tlo:alu:I:IlIUie', 
nols work force ot the nextcentu- .}li~~.12ch."ildi'aD~ .. "...'1llIa»i., . 

ry. In. the Ililitseve~1.l'~. Will . 

have taken !ubotQtial steps to ' 


. demand and produce better re­

sults Crom our classrooms. . . 


But there,is aD.. eld:~ro~" im, _._. 

portant reform· that . ,. ','. '~-----:--. 


has eluded us. We need .; 

to change'dramatically 
the way we CWld oUr 
public GChoola; .'. ' , .:, 

Abo u·,t·.n}o,.-6oo.·::

schoolchildren in' lUi- '. 

nois tire not ~viDa': ,. 

the level of support:r.c;. . 

ommended by bi.ui:ma ' 

~xecutlves 4nd .otbua· , 

. 	 who' have taken a loa,. . 
hard, realistic: ~kat 
this Usue. '. 

...... ttt .... __ ud 

..GLII tilalMIIl- I8H.ua QD Ioral 
piopert,.ta:i payeA. .. .' 

..• IA tanIIrIt ord.oIIare _ tan",· a 

.tII.ll Uift. wUl ..... net ~ 

.iA tu:cia ft)r.IClllle.' Ii ut dtc:reue 


. for otl:wtra. But I _ ca:lviDced all 


..mi..,.....". wiD. lie wUmiui. it we 

8UIUlI .n ...1jMIcj.11ibreD ill IIU-, 

·Gaia NICieiw, aoadequatelr.rel 01 

.f't.I.Ild.b:Ic aDd mai:D Ow IQ'IIfam tor 

~ ecI'Y"'tinD awv. w. CIlI ­

DOt be proud .lhat bUJ:ld.rf!da of 

t!lousanda at childnm· are \ising 


· ouW·date teKtbooA' -do nnt 
: have accieu to QDu.tlfoIWJ to provide 
... thcD . with a fair c:h.aDee to sue· 
• ~ln oolJege and the.woricpIBCe.' 

.... . a.od are forDed to try 
to IMni ill oversized 
cJ.ar..a. whCre tuelle l'6 

e.tJIDQ& live them .ap­
'proP.zj.ate -.Ucti.On. 
.. . .n. iJMI4u.itie6 are 


: to. be toul1d i.D flVely 

. rea:ian 01. 0111' atate. To 


,. alJ,ow, tbam:1I:) persial 

I it to ihi.rlc our N18pon·· . 


sibility to our ch.ildreI) 

and to dMI future fICO­

j'nomicViability of our 

:-:--:--.. -.- enti~ state. Our cl1iJ· 
'c:!re.D cannOt compete tor the jobe •• . Gf.·t.omorrow-and .our state will 
.not rttrKt·· the jobll of t.omo':~ 
row-if the ('lfUWIral AlIIIIeQ1bly
and I do not act nOw. . ... 
· J beReve 'IIIl!I bave the beat op· 
portunit;v in 30 yean;· to accom· 

· pliah meaningtuJ fl.mding '~rorm.: ,
But it,wiJhxtbe auy; If It were 
, -..y to .:::h:ieve iD th. politically
Chuted, 11moIphere of Spring· 
field. it would hive beeD done 
.,7Un ago. ADd I'tau It will' flot. 
.hippen forrQany, many more 
yem it we fail this feU. .. 

W. Qeed, for, the people 10 'Peek 
, up. to ilIIist that ZN.!IIIlhen of the 
GeneralAfI!!I8mblyaod J keep the 
campaip promisl!l viltually all of' 
WI b.ave..m.ada. .They DIIed. to·ins.iIiI. 
that we-at loqlalt-'Clo 'What is 
ri&hi for' the chlldre'n and t.he 
futurli otc., _:, ~tate; 
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For Release 10 a.m. EDT ­
Report: More Adults Going Back to School 
By· DARLENE SuPERVILLE 
Associated Press writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The better educated you are,the greater your
chances for success, Education Secretary Richard Riley said today
in reporting that a larger percen~age of adults are returning to 
the nation's .classrooms. , 

"My message to 'all Americans is very' simple: If you ·want to get
ahead,' stay in school, go .back to school or take advantage of 
on-the-job opportunities to advance your skills," Riley said in 
remarks prepared for delivery at Jefferson Community College in 
Louisville, Ky. : . ' 

Riley was releasing the Education Department's annual report on 
the. state. of education, which shows that, 40 percent of adults 
participated in some form of adult instruction last year, up from 
32 percent in 1991. . 

The report showed that 21 percent returned to school for 
work-related courses and 20 percent for personal development. A 
smaller proportion, 6 percent, studied for a diploma, degree or 
certificate. . . _ 

The report also found that: . 
-High school pupils are taking tougher courses, particularlr in . 

math and science, and also are completing more advanced classes ~n 
the two subj ects. . ' 

-College attendance is increasing. The percentage of 18- to 
24-year-olds enrolled in college grew from 33 percent in 1984 to 42 
percent in 1994. . 

-The proportion of high school graduates going directly to 
colleg~ increased from 47 percent in 1973 to 62 percent in 1994, 
despite continued increases in college costs compared to family
income. . 

Employed individuals and those with more education are most 
likely to return to school, Riley said, noting that opportunities
for success in both life and work are limited for those who fail to 
complete even high school. 

The department's National Center for Education Statistics 
prepared the report, which contains 60 indicators related to 
preschool, elementary, secondarr and post-secondary education that 
define the status of education ~n the United states. Included are 
data on enrollment, student achievement,curricula, revenues and 
expenditures, staffing, degrees awarded and tuition. 

liThe record is clear. More and more adults are 'taking the time 
to learn new skills," Riley said. hBut there is a growing gap
between those who are returning to school to learn new skills and 
those 'who aren't." 

Riley cited new findings that confirm high school dropouts face 
tough times: In 1994, ther were more than twice as. likely to 
receive welfare as were h~gh school graduates who didn't go
directly on to college... . 

Less than 1 percent of college graduates received public.
assistance. . 

"I urge students to finish high school (and) to recognize that 
if they don't they may have years of struggle ahead of them," 
Riley said. 



HOOKING 'SCHOOLS TO INTERNET, continued ...... 

Time Warner and 'continental, however, under "social contracts" 

with the Federal Communications Commission, already made pledges to 

provide free high-speed Internet aCCeSS to schools in their 

regions, the FCC said. The contracts allowed the companies ,to' 

negotiate a rate they could charge customers for regulated cable 

services in return for agreeing to do certain things for the 

community. 

Local franchise authorities said it is not unusual'forthem to 

try to'require cable companies to provide such free services to, . 

schools as a condition of franchise renewal~ 

Other industries, such as telephone companies,' also are offering' 

Internet connections to schools. 

AT&T Corp., for example, pledged last October to spend $150 

million over five years to help connect ~chools to the network. 

The cable industry's pr,ogram builds upon 'an existing one called 
. . " 

" , 

Cable in the Classroom. Under that ,voluntary program, more than 

8,400 cable companies and 32,cable network have invested more than 

$420 million to wire arid connect 74,000 schools to cabie TV for, 

free. 



USA TODAY' TO tSD,l(y: .LILY 9, 1996" f-6 -
Ointon 
'unveils. ' . 

years-old 

gunplan 

, By suSan Page 
'USA TODAY 

Eager to promote President 
,Clinton's credentials as a crime 

lighter, the White House staged 

a dramatic event Monday on 

an administration initiative' 

aimed at preventing teerraaers 

from buying guns. 


One problem: The initiadve 

was launched in 1993. 


"I know that Bill Clinton's, 
tond ot recycling, but recycling East Room >event by, JtBePh itated the ceremony. 
aprogram that was announced Chery, a sott-spoken Boston ''Today what you'have are 
three years ago carries things a man who told about the death representatives tor those 17 cit· 
bit far even tor hlm." said Nel- ot his 15-year-old stepson in ies representing the pOllce, the 
sonWarlield, press seerem.ry ,cross Ire in 1993. The boy was federal prosecutors and state 
tor Republican presidential on his wayt'o a Christmas party prosecutors, all signing on say· 
candidate Bob Dole. sponsored by an anU-gang .,ing ... every crime gun that's 

Two days earlier, Dole bad, group. seized wlll be put through the ' 
proposed his own measures to The White House ceremony, National Tracing Center pro­
crack down on juvenile crime. ' certainly seemed to be an un­ cess," said Ray Kelly, under· 
His pllUl would charge young 'velling, with speeches'by Tree­ seerem.ry tor enforcement at 
people as'adults, tor serious sury secretary Robert Rubin, the Treasury Department 
crimes and make their juvenile ',and Attorney General Janet But he .acknowledged that 
criminal records available to Reno as well as Vice President the ddes already bad been c0­
schools, courts or 'employen ' Gore and Clinton. Police chiefs operating. "There basIl't been 
alter they become adults. , ' and local prosecutors applaud- a problem in that reprd." 

Under the Clinton pilot pro- ed their remarks. ' Brielng papers 'distributed 
ject, 17 ddes are using comput- Clinton then sat at asmall a. to reporters desCribed the an­
erstotracethegunsusedbyju- ble to'. a diredive to"im-, nouncement as, "anotber step 
venHes to the point ot plement" the program. He pre­ to reduce violence amona 
purchale. Law enton:ement ot- sented the pen to Otery. ' youth." " 
lidals then. try to alresa and But the initiative in tact was The dUes in the pilot p~': 
pl'Ol!leCUf.e the ~ who announced at i,November gram are, Atlanta; Baltimore; 
sold the auns to till jIrVadles., 1993 news conference called Birminaham, Ala.; Boston; 

"We cannot permit the Unit· by the tederal Bureau 01 Alea­ BrIdgeport, Conn.;. Oeveland; 
ed States to., umUbe21st ceo- hoI, Tobacco and F1rearms. Inglewood, caul.; Jersey City, 
tury the richest, malt powerful OVer 'the next two years. the N.J.; Memphis; Milwaukee; 
country in the world and keep project led to the development New York; Richmond, Va.; St 
alloWing our young people to of' asottware program that Louis; Salinas, cauf.; San Anto­
die betore tbeir dreams ever helps coDect and analyze data nio; Seattle; and Washington. 
have a chance to take sbapet". ,to trace the guns. D.C. ' 
Clinton 'said. otIdaIs struagled to explain 

He was introduced at the 'what new development predp- , 

http:Tree�seerem.ry
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taught how to use the information, according to a study of the 
school district released on June 18. Memorization skills are 
important, but students also need to know how to lIapply 
information to solve complex problems and develop new solutions,lI 
the study of the district's instruction and curriculum says. The 
national educators say they saw little evidence that students 
were being challenged. In classroom visits, the auditors noted 
that IIstudents were engaged in either listening to the teacher, 
completing work-sheets or reading silently. II IIFew classes 
reflect a concern for either connecting instruction to the real 
world of the students or using creative approaches to teaching to 
make learning stimulating and exciting. II The study called IIA 
Curriculum Management Audit,lI was authorized by the Des Moines 
School Board at the urging of Supt. Gary Wegenke. Five educators 
from across the country conducted the study, which was (~ 
coordinated by William Poston Jr. of Iowa State University's ~ 
College of Education. 

IOWANS: The latest Iowa Poll indicates 
schools is the No. 1 issue with Iowans 

in the November presidential election. 
in the past, the economy in faily good shape, 

as the No. 1 issue, this is a good 
the national attention to schools and their pIa e 

IDAHO 

PORTFOLIOS REPLACE GRADES AT NAPLES SCHOOL: Naples School has 
altered its approach to education by teaching and assessing 
student progress differently and adopting portfolios for 
assessing student progress instead of traditional letter grades. 
Portfolio-based assessment encompases a variety of means to 
document and evaluate student growth, including teacher 
observations, collection of student work, self-evaluations, and 
questionnaires. This method helps reinforce student achievement 
by helping students access their own progress, helps teachers 
develop more effective lesson plans, and gives the parents a 
visual look at their child's achievements. 

ILLINOIS 




, 


PAGE: 5 

EMPOWERMENT ZONE PANEL FUNDS TO CHICAGO PROGRAM : After months of 
delay, tainted by a racially charged fight, on July 2 the council 
overseeing Chicago's empowerment zone program again stalled on 
funding a widely publicized job-training program. The vote to 
hold up funding was the latest example of the city's struggle to 
make good on the promise of a federal program meant to resurrect 
some of the nation's poorest neighborhoods. The Greater West 
Town Community Development Project is just one of about 250 
proposals submitted late last year for empowerment zone funding. 
But it is one of a relatively small number that has a proven 
track record in accomplishing a central goal of the federal 
program: training and placing low-income residents in jobs. 
Even so, its request repeatedly has been torpedoed by the 
chairman of the committee that ranks proposals. Chairman Paul 
Ramey has complained that Greater West Town has not helped black 
public housing residents, especially those from the Henry Horner 
Homes. Meanwhile, top officials from the Mayor's Office of 
Employment and Training have praised Greater West Town for its 
record of finding jobs for residents, including those from 
Horner, through its woodworking and shipping/receiving programs. 
Business owners in Chicago's empowerment zone have said that the 
way Greater West Town has been treated is stoking the skepticism 
they already have of the program. 

-
KANSAS 

SCHOOL QUALITY IS THE NO. 1 POLITICAL ISSUE: According to 
recently released survey, the quality of public education 
the top of the list of issues that Kansans consider very 
important. Of the more than 500 Kansans who took part in the 
survey, a statistically reliable sample, 74.2 percent listed 
school quality as "very important" to them --a higher percentage 
than any other issue. Other issues included violent crime 69 
percentj balancing the federal budget 66.9 percentj maintaining 
Social Security 65.6 percentj and reforming welfare 59.4 percent. 
So what is the most accurate interpretation that can be made of 
this survey finding? Kansans consider education so vital to the 
ell-being of the State that they place school quality ahead of 

x sues that get a lot more attention from the politicians and the 
ne s media. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ALLIANCE AGAINST DRUGS: A cloud continues to hang over the 
operations of the Governor's Alliance Against Drugs in 
Massachusetts. Some 2 months after the Boston press questioned 
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. 50th birthday bash for Presl- We're getting a lot of lilm and 

; 
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y, u 

' 

un­

' col­
price of 

' . 
dent Clinton Aug. 18 at Radio' taped pieces out of the family ENCORE: "Three tenors, ott to see the 
City Music Hall. But Robin WII- vaults," and Hillary Rodbam world," sang Placido Domingo as the trio 
IIams wants It known that he Clinton Is very liwolved. Mar- warbled Moon River: at Saturday's Giants ' 
won't be'a host, contrary to re- ,golis promises "very special Stadium' concert on their world' tour(liria~ 

" ports elsewliere. He says It's un: surprises and moments" but no Ie: New York, New York). (;eoTge and 
fair to have people buy tickets Don Imus-style humor. "We'nBarbara Bush had choice seats. ,Who 
thinklng he'll. be there. ' try' to ,be, respectful,"~'Ma1"00Iis. should sit next to the tonn r "rst lad

Williams' was' Invited but Is ... e u .'. says. Maya Angelou is set for a a petite young woman with along braid ..:. 

working on Father's Day; a, poetic meSsage; Ted Danson NICOletta Mantovanl, who.,has been 

movie with Billy Crystal. Jeannie and Mary Steenburgen will·in· ,dubbed by Luc!anoPavarottl ;'the favor-


Goldberg Will be aided by tro a tribute section, as will Les- Ite of my harem'" What ciid the lady In

J~fI Margoll;;. her ~rcilst, WlDlams Jle Nielsen. Tim Conway will pearls and PaY's mistress Chat about? Do­
dIrector who s ,executive pro- , News & Views do a little golf comedy.. ' , ' mingo and Pavarotti' were ','In ,excellent 

duclng the. birthday event, a, ,TonyBennett Is the only def- voice; Jose carreras' wobble Is seriouslY 

~mocratic National Commlttee fund·. Inlte music riame to date. Barbra Strei- embarrassing. The concert Is available" 

raISer:. He says the program will be Ua mb- sand Is busy editing a movie (although again Sunday via pay-per-view, and the , 


, ute to each decade of Clinton's life ... the ' she's Involved with a ClInton fund-raiser tenors will appear next March In Miami. 

• ", '~PQ~ " , .. , " .. 

Insects penetrate genetically engineered cotton .. 

By AnIta Manning The Insecticide In queStion, a toxin Deaton says "While the potential Is' with Insecticide." 
USA TODAY trom a soli bacteria called Bacillus there'!' fot the evolution of Bt-resjs. There could be several explana- ' 

thuringiensis, or Bt, Is valuable 00., tant Insects, Monsanto has an ongo- , tions for the crop failures, says Hut­
Colton crops that have been ge­ cause It kills pests but Is hannleS.'S to Ing plan to prevent that "We have a ton, Including mislabeling of cotton 

netically engineered to contain a nat­ animals and uSeful Insects, and It de- lot to lose If ou~ product loses et1ec- seeds. It's, possible "that the cotton's, 
ural pesticide are falling to ward off grades In sunlight. "We don't wantto tlveness," he says. One part of the not producing any Btand then resis- . 
insect predators In some regions, cot· lose It," Hutton says; '. plan requires growers to plant apor· tance wouldn't be iiffected;';. he says. 
ton growers reported this week. , The EPA is taking Samples of lif- .tion, of their land with cotton that, "Is this really Bt cotion or did some-

The news has raised concern that fected cotton' crops and gathering . does not contain Bt "to provide a "one meSs up a shipment?" , , 
the' cotton Is producing such low other irifonnation that "we will ana· place where the li:lSect can, feed and, But, if It Is producing only low lev.: 
doses of the pesticide that it kills oply Iyze and take action on," he says. not be exposed" to it , els of Bt, Hutton says, "we have a 
the most susceptible insects, allowing A handful of fanners In Texas,', This has been a banner year for' much more difficult scenario be-
a generation of pesticide-resistant suo LouiSiana, Mississippi, Alabama and boll}vOrms, Deaton says, arid "we cause it Is far more 'likely that the 
perbugs to evolve. " Georgia have had to begin spraying kney.o on this particular wonn we worms, .by b~lng exposed to sub-Ie-, 

The Environment!!,1 Protection cotton crops with I~ticlde to kiii weren't going to 'control heavy Infes- thaI doses; would have a greater of>' 
Agency "takes this eXtremely serio the persistent cotton bollwonn, says taticins. It you have light to moderate portunlty to develop resistance. It 
ously," says' entomologist Phil Hutton Randy Deaton, product de\>elopment InfeStation, we can control it, but.if would be much better resistance-' 
of the EPA's diVision of pesticide and manager for Monsanto, developer,of youlhave heavy infestation, as we do wise it that crop were prOducing no 
pollUtion prevention. ' the Bt-enriched cotton. . thiS. year, you need to' supplement ,'Bt at all,"· , 

INSIDE TV I BY PETER JOHNSON 

CBSfuttIre unsure 

for 'Colors' author 


CBS News president Andrew Heyward hasn't decided the 
on-alr future of contributor Joe JOeln, whose credlbUity as a 
journalist has come under fire since he admitted he was 
Anonymous, the author of Primary Colors; " ' 
, This, after JOeln, also a cOlumnISt for Newsweek, denied 

It everywhere -:- Including on the CBS Evening News. . 
. Heyward, who was on vacation In Europe when the story 
broke last week, Is puWng off a decision until they can talk 
eye to eye, S;O to speak. 

"Obviously, rm very trou­

bled anytime anyone Is less 

than honest with me and ' 

'less than honest with ,the 

American public. And when 

It's a colleague and a jour­

nalist, that ~ serious is­

sues," Heyward told lV,crit- , 

Ics In Los Angeles Monday. 

, "At the same time, I like 


and respect Joe JOeln, I like 

working with him, and the 

very leaSt I can do Is sit 

down with him and discuss 

the situation...· : 


Heyward expects to ~, 

solve th,e matter this wee1t; 

he saId JOeln Isbn vacation 

and won't be. on alr again 

'until a decision. Is made. 

. "I do think one of the reasons this has attracted a lot of 
attention Is that It involves a Journalist, arid journalists are 
meant to be people who hold people to certaIn standards: So 
that does add piquancy to the situation," 'r 

Unlike Newsweek editor Maynard Parker, Heyward was 
kept In the dark about Klein's nom de plume. "I would have 
found that an extremely dimcult If not untenable position." 

College,eq··. 
USA TODAY'tuition '-TUESDAY, JULY 23,1996~ 

'less than 

perceived 


, Ohio State University Prest-,' 

By Dennis Kelly dent E. Gordon Gee,.who pre­

USA TODAY sented the data, said the "sen· 


sationalized slant on prices" In 
The public thinks the cost of rome media' recently "only 


college tuition Is muCh hlgher perpetuates the senSe of 

than It 'Is, sometimes overest1- .ease'that famllles feel regard. 

mating by tbousands of dollars, Ing the a1fordabUity .• of 

a new survey says. lege." He said the 

, The American Coundl on public universities looks like a 


Education, whlch represents "bargain" considering the pub- '. 

U.s. colleges, commissioned Dc thinks tbe cost Is twice what, 

the phone survey of 1,019 it Is, and Is even lowertban the . 

adults to help counter' an on- .$3,767 the pubUc said would be 

slaugbtot rec~nt publicity a fair price. :,., 

about'S08rlng college costs.. But Qmr)es Sykes, author of 


. The councl1's Terry Hartle says, 1988's Pro1Scam. (St. Martin's' 

the stories often focus on' the Press. $18.95). WhIch fOcuses' 

price of tbe most expensive on abuseS in bJiber education, " 

scbools, wbere costs can run says "anY mldi11edass famlIy

$25,000 to $30,000 a year. ',witb kids Imowsthat COllege 

, In the new survey, presented costs are backbreakers. ThJs Is 

at a House subcommittee bear- nOt a myth. These tolks should 


, Ing. adults: , ' ,' "getoUt of denial and ftnd a way 
to E'stimated tuition at two-to get costs under control· , 


year pubUc colleges at $3,524. Rep. ,Howard (Buck) 

Actual cost: $1,194. McKeon, R·callt., chalr of the 

, to Placed tuition aUour-year subcommittee· holding the 

public universities at $6.130. hearings, says he just wants to 

Actual cost: $2,982. hear facts about whether fed-. 

, to Figured a four-year prt· eral financial aid and regula- ' 

vate university Is $19,590. Actu- tions are helping or hUrting,the 

al tuition: $14,510. cost of college. elf""

Actual cost numbers are "People are pretty con- , ' 
from Department of Education cerned' about tbe rapid '1n- ' , , 
stattsticsfor 1994-95 and are creases," be says. "I ~nk this 
tortulti,on only. The survey bas Is going to become a major is- J
a margin of error of 3 percent- sue:' , . ' 
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The Book on This Campaign 

The Making of Political Best Sellers, 1996 
By ALISON MITCHELL 

WASHINGTON 

HEN Theodore H. White wrote "The Mak-. 

ing of the President, 1960" after John F. 

Kennedy defeated Richard Nixon, his book 

provided a groundbreaking look inside the 


political industry. Now, ninecampaigns later, the hawk­
ing of books about Presidential politics has become an 
industry unto itself. And it's ever harder to tell quite 
where explanation ends and exploitation begins. 

If 1992 was the year in which the Oprah and -Larry 
King shows displaced newspapers and news programs 
as the media of choice for Presidential candidates, 1996 . 
will surely be remembered as the year in which the race' ·1 
.for the White House looked in danger of becoming a 
mere adjunct of the best-selling book tour. 

So it was that when Bob Dole lambasted the "liberal 
media" last week he used the same media to promote 
the reissue of "Unlimited Partners," the joint autobiog­
raphy 'written with· his wife, Elizabeth. ("Let's talk Also-rans: Colin Powell's book, no~ in paperback; Hillary Rodham Clinton's bo'ok, looming behind her; Bob Dille's book-signing at a Barnes & Noble in New York.: 
about the book," Mrs. Dole interrupted'a bit 'plaintively, 
as her·husband and Katie Couric sparred over the issue 

Of course, books and politics have long been inter­ long-shot candidates there have been quickie campaign . Clinton'S 1992 campaign, "Primary'Colors."of tobacco on the "Today" show.) 
twined. After writing "Profiles in Courage," Senator biographies to introduce them. . This campaign cycle, politicians are' using neit just'Mr. Clinton and his wife, Hillary, meanwhile,had 
Kennedy not only won a Pulitzer Prize but gained added But many in publishing and politics say this election books but book tours to generate publicity and try tojust spent weeks responding not to the latest challenges 

from a. campaign opponent but to tableaux from a book stature that served him well in his Presidential race. year has been qualitatively different and not just retain maximum control over who interviews them and. 
by Gary Aldrich, a former F.B.I. agent, and another by Barry Goldwater burnished his reputation on the right because Mr. Woodward released his campaign chronicle on what terms. They and other authors have timed theic 
Bob Woodward of The Washington Post. with "Conscience of a Conservative." In 1992, Mr. Clin­ "The Choice" well before the major-party nominating books in such a way that the books themselves become! 

But what else would you expect from a campaign ton and Ross Perot alike used books to set out their conventions. This has been a year when even .the No.1 

season that began with Colin Powell: The Book Tour? campaign platforms. And as ,!ong as there have been best-selling work of fiction was for a time a satire of Mr. Continued on Page 10 
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Left and center, Associated Press; right, Anna Bingemann for The New Yorl! Times .. 
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The Seven Challenges That Face 


American ·Education 
by Richard W. Riley T oday and in the years ahead. American I!duca­

tion must reach ~ nl!w level of c.'(cellencl! for 
the most basIC ot reasons: Our very prospenty 

as a nation. and the economic security and quality of life 
.for I!·ach and eve·ry American family. depend on it. 

So we must roll up our sleeves. invest in our 
children. and re-dedicate ourselves to quality public 
I!ducation~ the very cornerstone of our nation· s prosper­
ity and democratic values. 

Yes. public education has its problems. But for 
every problem. I have found many more successful 

school communities that have come together . 
and found common purpose in going about 
the bUSiness of helping children learn. And 
despite repons of gloom and doom. much 

progress has been made in recent years. 
Math and science scores are up. 

and we have also seen a great 
rise in the number of students 

taking the core academic 
courses they will need to 

get into college. 
Still. we have a 

long ",ay to go. There 
will be 5 L7 million 

young people in our 
nation's classrooms this 

fall. breaking the record set in 197\ 
when the baby boomers came of age. 

The Challenges facing us are 
many. We need to get America reading 

again and give parents the·power to be 
more involved in their children' s 
education. Our children need to be 
protected from drugs and violence. and 
every young person has to gain Ihe 
technological literacy he or she nl!eds 
for the coming times. . 

More . .. 



THE SEVEN CHALLENGES , continued••. 
.'. 

We need to challenge ourselves to 

r 

strive for the ex.cellence of high standards and 

teach our young people real-life skills to get good jobs. 
And we must make sure that the doors to a college 
education are open wide to every deserving student who 
has worked hard to make the grade .. 

Specifically. [ believe that seven challenges face 
us. If we can meet these challenges. we will have gone a 
long way toward makjng sure that our children get the 
education and training they will need to succeed in the· 
2 1st ..:entury. 

Secoming a Nation 
of Readers 

Our very tirst challenge is to get 
America reading again, In a major 1994 

studv. -+ I percent of all 4th graders. 31 percent 
of all 8th graders. and 25 percent of all 12th graders . 
scored below the basic reading level. 

This is why I have announced a new. long~tenn 
effort to improve America's literacy. We will create a 
national reading and writing partnership of more than 35 
diverse groups dedicated to the single goal of improving 
reading ~nd writing in America. These groups include: 
the American Library Association. Hadassah. the Center 
for the Book at the Library of Congress. the National 
Retired Teachers Association. AMC theaters. Pizza Hut. 
the Girl Scouts of America. and members of the national 
Family Involvement Partnership for Learning. 

I also urge state leaders to put a n~w emphasis on 
reading. Every child should be able to read indepen-,' 
denfly by the end of the 3rd grade. And I would like to 

see our community. civic and 
religious groups work with our 
schools to keep classrooms open 
at night to teach reading and 
writing, and to give many of 
our citizens. including new 

irrunigrants. the gift of the 
English language, 

The world is changing. 
Our nation ;s changing. 
And'~so must our schools. 

The Challenge t~ 
SU1>P0rt 
'the 
American 

Family' 
Our second challenge is to, 


gi ve parents the power to help their 

children learn. Strong families make 

strong schools. 


I urge parents to have a fierce 

commitment to the education of their 

children, Every family should follow the 

tirst rule of education and read to 

children. Start early and keep at it. And I 

encourage parents to find an ex.tra 30 


. minutes a day to help their children learn., 
If every parent did this. it would revolu­
tionize American education. 

More', .. 
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TBB sEVEN CHALLENGES, continued... (a.) 

~ a first step in improving American education, 
Secretary Riley urges parents to have a fierce commitment, 
to the education of their children and read to their 
children. What about the parents wno are unable to read 
themselves~ Or those who did not do well in school and 
lack the confidence to teach their children~ 

, The Home Instruction Program for Preschool Young­
sters (HIPPY), developed in 1969 it the NCjW Resear,ch 
Institute for Innovation in Education at the Hebrew Uni­
versity of jerusalem. is designed for parents with limited 
formal schooling to provide educational, enrichment for 
their preschool children: Support and training for the 
parents are given by paraprofessionals. themselves parents 
of young children from the communities served by the 
program. ' 

In 1982. HIPPY went international. and by 1984 the 
fim HIPPY programs in the United States were esab­
lished. ~ of 1996, oYer 15,000 economically disadVlill­
aged families participated in I07 ~ operatil'lj inl4J 
states. And HIPPY is more than a holM-bued I~ 

program. . ;..' .' 
, HIPPY empowers parents as children's primary e~ 

cators and breaks the.cycle of learned helplessness. Par- , 
entslearn that they play an instrumen~ role in cheir child's 
education. a role that cannot berep&aced by schools. ' 

HIPPY provides children with ~dlness skills. 
without which children are prone to failure at the onset of 
their eduational careers. '" 

HIPPY brings literacy in~ the home. By introducing 
24 storybooks throughout the th.....year program. HIPPY 
makes reading one of manyaa:lvtties parents and children 
do together. ' 

HIPPY is based on a community .empowerment 
model. By working from within. HIPPY builds a sense of 

, trust among parents. paraprofessionals and the profes-' 
sional coordinator. 

HIPPY reaches hard-to-reach families by going into 
the home. families who are receiving few. if any. services. 

HIPPY promotes dialogue within the community. 
HIPPY encourages the establishment of a local advisory 
group at each site to guide program implementation and to 
stimulate broad attention to the unmet needs 9f the 
children and families served. 

HIPPY provides lower-income communities with 
jobs by hiring and training paraprofessionals from within 
the community., ' 

Today HIPPY USA is an independent educational 
corporation with strong programmatic and organizational 
links to NCjW. NCjW. chl"OfJth' its commiunent to 
HIPPY. follows its proud tradition by ~.II an innova­
tive educational program to communitiel:1A~ t:hrotch­
OUt America. 

Parents can volunteer in school and stay ccnnecteJ 
[0 their children. Too often we' live such b'lsy lives th;,l( 
we di,conne~'t from our children. and we don't even 
know it i, happening. The time crunch can just about 
wear you down. but don't gi\'e up, 

'One other imponant goal: Define your mor;}1 
standards. and if that means turning off the tele\is;un, 
then be strong and determined. Do it' 

The Challenge to 
Make Our S-choo/s
Safe 

Our third great challenge is to keep 
our schools safe, orderly and disciplined. No teacher 
should ever fear to walk into a classroom, And no child 
should ever stay home from school because he or she is 
afraid. 

Alternative schools need 10 be seen as options for 
the most troublesome students. We cannot let a few bad 
apples' ruin the school day for the majority of our young 
people. We need to get these young people out of the 
regular classroom but not give up on them, TheY' need 
good. structuredlearning environments. 

President Clinton has gotten a great deal of mail 
lately from young people across the country regarding 
his comment about school uniforms and dress codes. If . 
pa'rents and teachers think that uniforms can help 
children learn. then uniforms ought to be seen as one 
positive way to instill discipline and prevent \iolence. 

But little will be accomplished unless the young 
people of America live their lives by a new code of 
conduct. an honor code that isn' I written on paper but 
written in their heans, Growing up [eally comes down to 
choices: The choice not to cheal o'na lest or dri\e drunk: 
the courag~ 10 say "I'!0" 10 peer pres?ure when it comes 
to smoking marijuana: and Ihe willingness of young men 
and women not to Ihrow Iheir li\'es away in a'moment of 
passion. t~ wind up with a baby. and maybe even un the 
welfare line. 

The Challenge to 
Achieve Hign
Standards' . 

. Our founh chililenge is 10 recognize 
that we are smaner than we Ihink. \Ve ,will never help 
our young people (0 measure up. especially those liVing 
in poveny. if we lower their expectations. water down 

More ••• 



'l'IIB sEVEN CHALLENGES, continued... (, t.f) 
their curriculum. and write them off'by categorizing and 
~[i2matizim! them. 

- [beli;ve in the young people of America. They have, ' 
the same c3paciry to achieve as the generation that won 
World War [I. as [he generation that sent man to the moon. 
as the generation that set out to save the environment. and 
as the generation that created the Pentium chip. 

That is why I am so pleased that work is underway 
all 3cross America to develop high 

.st:lOdards in core academic subjects. 
[n Delaware. parents now know 

that in 12th grade science their 
children have to master an under­
standing of DNA, In Colorado, 
parents of 4th graders have a clear 
understanding of what is expected of 
their children when it comes to 
reading. And in northern Illinois. 20 
school districts are racing to be the 
tirst in the world in science and math. 

We are beginning to expect 
more from our children and we are 
starting to see the'results. [n M.:ary­
land. a steady trend in improving test 
scores tells us that high standards are 
making a difference. In Kenrucky, 
4th. 8th and 12th graders are demon- ' 

. strating dramatic improvement on 
statewide tests. ' 

I want to be very clear in 
saying that there is no one way to 
establish standards. Every state is 
going to have to decide what works , 
best for its students. Look at the 
various model standards that are out 
there and use what works best, but 
please aim high. We will continue to 
support the good work now being 
done in so many local communities 
through the Goals 2000 education 
qualiry initiative. 

But aiming high is only half the 
battle. Teachers need to be able to 
teach to high standards and we need a' 
greater sense of accountability in ' 
public education. Let's remember 
that teaching is not just a job but a 
demanding and exacting profession. 
[' m tired of those who make a living 
out of bashing teachers. We will only 
win the battle for excellence if we 
have excellent teachers. 

If we give our teachers the 

support they deserve. then we must also ask our 
public schools to be much more accountable. Gradu­
ating from high school has to mean more than goin~ 
10 the seniorprom. Many creative efforts need to be 
looked at to make this happen: Testing at 4th. 8th. 
3nd 12th grades. statewide exit exams. school report 
cards. parent-teacher compacts. and new demanding. 

standards for initial certification 

and re-certification of teachers 

and principals. 


The 
Challenge 
to Innovate 

Effectively 
Technology is very much at 


the heart of our national effort to 


bring America's schools up-to-date. 

One year ago. only 35 percent of all 

<;>f America's public schools were 

hooked up to the Internet. Today . 

that figure stands at 50 percent. And 

we now have a new telecommunica­

, tions law that gives schools the 

opportunity to be the first to get on 

line and at a lower cost. 


Public school choice. schools­

within-schools, and the expansIon of 

the charter school movement are 

three other winDing examples of 

American creativity. 


Public school choice needs to 

be seen as an option. Some of our 

most successful schools' are small 

schools that create a community of 

learning and do notaHow young 

people to be forgonen. 


In his new budget, President 

Clinton has asked Congress to 

create new "venrure capital" to 

encourage the development of 

charter schools. I urge Congress to . 

respond with enthusiasm. I have 

visited charter schools, and I am 

particularly impressed by what they 


, are doing for disabled and under- ' 
achieving children. 

More • .. 



THB SBVElf CHALLENGES, 

The 
Challenge 
to Prepare 
Young 

People 
'for Work 

Our sixth great challenge is to 
help our young people to make 
something of themselves in these 
new economic times. to receive an 
education relevant to real and good 
jobs. Today. too many of our young 
people see no connection between 
what they learn in school and the 
skills they need to function in real 
life, and too many business leaders 
rightly complain that high'school 

graduates come to them without the 
skills fonoday' s jobs: 

This is why I am a strong 
believer in rethinking the American 
high school by creating partnerships 
between high schools and business 
and community colleges. Our young 
people need career paths that lead to 
jobs that actually exist. 

Apprenticeships. career 
academies. te'ch prep and other 
school-to-work opportunities 
represent concrete examples of how 
w,e can help young people prepare 
for well-paying jobs. [ urge young , 
students to look at these new 
opportunities as real stepping stones 
and to go on to a local community 
college and to future job security. 

continued... 

Kee.ping 
the Doors 
to College 
Wide' 

In the Information Age. every 
American who qualifies and wants , 
(0 study hard should have the 
opportunity to attend college. 

So I offer this challenge to 
every high school student: If you do 
your share, we will do ours. 
Through a continuation of loans. 
grants. Americorps and work study, 

, we will widen the opportunity to go 
to college. 

We believe in rewarding 
excellence and bard work. This is 
why President Clinton has called for 
the creation of a new Presidential 
Honors Scholarship of $1.000 for 
the top five percent of all graduating 
students in every high school in 
America. 

We also believe that the 
maximum Pell Grant program 
should go up during each of the next 
five years to ultimately reach 
$3.120. And it makes good sense to 
me to rapidly expand our college 

work-study program to help millions 
of young people get ahead in life. 

I also encourage Congress to 
enact into law President Clinton' s 

, tuition tax deduction. which would 
allow middle-class families to 
deduct up to $10.000 a year for 
college tuition and other costs. 

I know we can meet these 
seven challenges because we are a 
people who believe in education. 
We did not become the world's 
greatest superpower. the most 
productive nation in the world. on a 
foundation of ignorance. 

As we cross the new frontier 
of knowledge, we need to recognize 
that the success and freedom of ' 
being an American is the freedom to 
reach for excellence, the freedom to 
be highly educated and trained. and 
to be able to negotiate a complex 
economic environment and become 

, productive and responsible citizens. 

We know how to create good 
,schools and' now is the time to get 
the job done. It is the right thing to 
do for our children and the right 
thing (0 do for America, 

Richard W. Riley is United States 

'Secretary of Education. 
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AII~Girl Schools D'uck the Issue 

By Peggy Orenstein 

BERKELEY, Calif, 

T 
he problem is weIJ 

. known. Teachers, 
often unwittingly, di­
. rect most of their at­
tention toward boys. 

. They calion boys 
more often than girls, aIJow them to 
blurt out answers and ask them 
more complex questions. 

Over time, many girls lose confI­
dence; they don't speak out as much, 
and don't develop skills necessary 
for leadership. In short, girls learn to 
get along while boys learn to get 
ahead. That's why a group of educa­
tors and community leaders have 
proposed a public junior hilb school 
for girls in East Harlem. 

The appeal Is clear: Graduates of 
ail-girls high schools describe them­
selves as more independent and as­
sertive than their peers who attended 
coeducational schools. As adults, 
they're more likely than other wom­
en to achieve pay equity with men. 

Peggy Orenstein' is the author Of 
"Schoolgirls: Young Women, Seff­
Esteem and 'the ConficMnce Gap." . 

But as beneficial as these schools 
may be, they should not be seen as 
the solution to educational inequality. 

Critics of the single-sex school in 
East Harlem have cited the Supreme 
Court's recent decision declaring 
that the all-male Virginia Military 
Institute must open its doors to wom­
en: But an all-girls schoo," may have 
some legal leeway. Title IX, the Eq­
uity in Education Act, potentially al­
lows for public financing of single­
sex programs, so long as they are 
remedial or redress past discrimina­
tion. And the Young Women's Lead­
ershipSchool in Harlem plans to 
emphasize science and math, sub­
jects In which girls have lagged be­
hind boys.

BeYond the legal issues, however, 
the creatl~ of public girls' schools il 
rtsky. The United States has' been 
down the separate-but-equal road be­
fore, and It was not a happy trip. 
Once Instifutionalized, who can guar­
antee that educational resources wiD 
be divided fairly? 

The biggest danger of the single­
sex debate is that it shifts the focus 
away from the real issue: How to 
make the coeducational clUBroom, 
where most childrell will contiIIlII8 to 
be educated',work for both girls and 

boys. Why not take take some ..... 
about class partlcipadon, role m0d­
els and teacber-student Intel ilCdoB 
from s1ngle-sex InstitaUona. .... 
ply them to coeducation? COUldn't a 
coeducational school devoted to sex­

. ual equality, be advantaBeouS not 
. only for girls, but boys as we!1? Boys 

who are doing poorly could benefit 

Let's fix things 
to work better 
for all students. 

from creative teaching teclmiques, 
and all boys should be taught to listen 
to, rather than dominate, strts· 

Some educators are already ez­
plorlng the possibilities. Researchers 
at the University of California at 

Berkeley, along with a local eighth­
grade teacher, are studYing how to 
improve science education, taking 
sexual inequality into account. Their 
early results were successful enough 
to earn the teacher, Doug Kirkpat­

rick, aD award from the Femuust 
Majority FoundatJoa 

Instead of clamoring for smg&e-sex 
schools, advocates for girls milbt be 
better off pushJng for, among other 
things, mandatory teacher traininl 
In how to encourage girls to speak up 
In class and not be Intimidated by 
boys; textbooks that Include wom­
en's contributions to science and 
math, . for eumple; better sports 
Pl'OlJ'ams for girls;. c1ar rules 
apbIst sexual harassmeat. II1II 
comprehensive' sex-educatJoa p~ 
grams. 

At the same time, educators 
should be pushing for more ~ 
school programs for girta 0lIl7. 
YOUIIIwomen are desperate for p~ 
grams that build contldence, encoUr­
&Ie their Interest ID activtties not 
usually open to girls and help them 
avoid teen-age pregnancy. 

Pusbin& for alter-school pf08rams 
. for girls Is ditfereotfrom advocatin& 

permanent separation In the cl~ 
room. After au. school boards, ad­
miniStrators and teachers have an 
obligation to fulfUl public education's 
mandate: to provide a sate enviro. 
ment In Which both girll and boys 
learn thet" l-. as well I"eIpIId 
for each other.. ....... 0 
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Planners 01~. New Public School for Girls Look to 

Two Other Cities 

By MARY B. W. TABOR 

PHILADELPHIA - Planners of a new 
public school for girls in New York City have 
lookE!d to the country's last two all-female 
public schools, one here and one in Balti­
more, for indications that such a concept can 
succeed - even in the face of legal chal­
lenges. 

But while both the Philadelphia High 
School for Girls and the Western High School 
in Baltimore do offer plenty of evidence that 
young women prosper in a single-sex atmos­
phere, they do not provide the kind of legal 
comfort zone that New YOr1r.'s' planners 
might seek. 

Unlike the proposed YowII. Women's 
Leadership School in East Harlem, neither of 
the other schools says outrigh.. that Its mis­
sion is to educate only girls:- And both may 
owe their continued existence to their· suc­
cess at ducking the kind of major cOurt tests 
that many predict await the plamied New 
York middle school. . 

"Boys can apply," said Glenna M. Hazel­
tine, assistant counsel to the. Phlladel'pbJa 
school district, who oversees legal matters 
affecting what is commonly called. Girls 
High. "But they just have never come here." 

A 1992 review by the United States Depart­
ment of Education's Office of Civil Rights, 

. which investigated one person's complaints 
that the Philadelphia and Baltimore schools 
violated discrimination laws, found that both 
schools are "open to both boys and girls" and 
do not "deny admissions to boys." Nei~er 
school has been forced to go to court. 

In New York. Schools ChaDceUor Rudy 
Crew's office has been ill ddy discussions 

with planners of the new school and with 
officials of School District 4. 

"The last thing Rudy Crew wants is to put 
his impramatur on a school that might then 
be closed due to legal challenges," his 
spokeswoman, Chiara Coletti, said on Sun­
day . Among the options being considered, 
she said, are keeping the school foCused on 
women's leadership skills but admitting 
boys, or creating a similar all-boys school 
An important meeting is· planned for 
Wednesday at the Board of Education. . 

Traditionally, legal experts say, It has 
been all-male schools, with· reputations as· 
centers of power and superior academk: 
programs, that have come under attack. JUSI ., 
last month, the Supreme Court ruled that tM 
Virginia Military Institute's alI-maie enroll­
mentpollcy violated the ConsUtuUoD's 1_ 
Amendment guarantee of equal protectl,.. a 
ruliag that has thrown all slng)Hes pr-. 
grams receiving Gov~rnment fuods u.. 
question. 

.. It's not clear from the V.M.I. case how aU 
this is going to play out," Ms. Hazeltine sai4 

A 1991 law in New York City actually 
prohibits single-sex public schooLs, but there 
has been no single-sex school in the city since 
1988 and the law has not been invoked. Nei­
ther Philadelphia nor Baltimore has such a 
law. 
. In fact, Philadelphia'S school administra­

tors say, Girls High has held on to its girls­
only status simply by virtue of a fragile blend 
of tradition, informal district pollcy and suc­
cess in warding off the handful of boys wIIa 
express interest. Both Girls High and M!st- . 

em have also avoided trouble by 
keeping· an intentionally low profile, 
say students and administrators. 

Geraldine Myles, the principal of 
Girls High, declined to be inter­
viewed before September, saying. 
through a secretary that she was 
unavailable until then. Philadel­
phia's schools superintendent, David 
W. Hornbeck, spoke favorably of 
Girls High but said he had not given 
much attention to its single-sex sta­
tus. "I don't know why boys don't 
apply," he said. "It really haSn't 
come up." 

Ms. Hazeltine said the city's school 
board "made a deciSion that it is 

· important to maintain Girls High as 
· a single-gender school." 

In Baltimore, the high school pam­
· phlets distributed by the citY's guid- . 

ance counselors have no language 
indicating that Western is a single­

· sex school. The school's principal. 
Anne Carusi, said simply, "It's just 
girls; it just is." 

GIrls High and Western were 
founded in the 1840's. when single­
sex public schools were common­

.. place. Although those schools began 
to be supplanted by clH!ducational 
institutions in the late 19th century ~ 
a movement that gained momentum 
throughout this century- Girls High 
and Western had the reputation and 
support to hold out. Both traditional­
ly accepted only top students and 
produced high graduation rates. 

But here at Girls High, there are 
some indications that competition 
from ~ schools has taken its toll. 
Enrollment has dipped since the 
1980's from 2,000 students to about 
1.500. and the average Scholastic As­
sessment Test score is below state 
and national levels. The dropout rate 
at GIrls High, however, is extremely 
low; virtually all the girls graduate 
and go on to college .. There is almost 
no violence at the school. 

More •. 
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Among Girls High alumnae are 
Judith Seitz Rodin, president of the 
University of Pennsylvania; Barba­
ra Chase-Ribaud, a writer and sculp­
tor; Constance Clayton, the former 
superintendent of Philadelphia's 
public schools, and hundreds of doc­
tors and lawyers. 

Girls High, like Western, serves a 
wide constituency, drawing from 
economically and racially diverse 
neighborhoods throughout the city. 
The proposed school in New York 
would enroll mostly economically 
disadvantaged black and Hispanic 
girls from the surrounding neighbor­
hood. 

At Girls High, which is in the Olney 
section of northwest Philadelphia, 50 
percent of the students are black. 35 
percent are white and the rest an 
Hispanic or Asian. Half of the stu­
dents are from poor familIes aad 
qualify for free or discount lunches. 
But some come from alfiuent fam­
ilies. 

The school's decor, which includes 
a pink marble entrance with life-sUe 
copies of the WInged Victory and 
Venus de Milo stawes, seems de­
signed to appeal to young women. 

Other special features include a 
"Virgin's Club," something like a 
buddy system in which seniors are 
assigned to help freshmen adjust, 
and a Junior Tea. an elegant party 
for 11th graders given by school ad­
ministrators. 

The curriculum follows the tradi­

tional college preparatory path: four 

years of math and English and three 

years of core science courses. Li~e 

Philadelphia's other magnet schools, 

Girls High has rigorous admission 

requirements. 


But boys seldom indicate an inter­

est in being considered for Girls High 

when they fill out the city's universal 

high school application form, accord­


. ing to district officials. This is not an 
uncommon reaction from boys. Said 
Meg Moulton, executive director of 
the National . Coalition of Girls 
Schools. "For whatever social and 
societal reasons. it just appears that 
it is not as attractive for boys ,. 
break the genderbarrter," she saJ4. 

. In 1983;. Philadelpbla's all-male 
Central High School, the oldest _ 
most distinguished publlc secondUJ 
school In the city, was forced to ., 
mit girls after a state court ju.
ru.Ied that Central's baD OIl &if.. ~ . 
lilted tbe ConstItution aDd tile P~ 
sylvaaia Equal Rilbts AmendmeoL:;' 

11It Judie found tIIa&. vtb1Ie .....; 
rate bUt equal s~ schaaII!ri 
could a.tst, Central had a rtcIIIIP' 
teaching staff and educational .,.. 
gram. Includlng a 5Q,08Q..volume iii' 
brary, science program and campus, 
than Girls High. Central was also the 
only school in the city that enjoyed a 
"substantial private endowment." 

In Baltimore, Polytechnic HICb 
School, once all boys. became c0­
educational in 1976 after a female' 
swdent pressed for entrance. saying 
that PolytechniC'S advanced math. 
science and. engineering courses· 
were not available elsewhere. 'Ibe 
decision to admit girls was made by 
the school, not by a judge, said Ian 
Cohen. the principal. 

On a handful of occasions. boys 
have listed Girls High as their top 
chOice for high school. No boys, how­
ever,'have been accepted. They have 
simply been assigned to another 
magnet school on their list of top 
chOices, administrators said. 

In Baltimore,. although no boys are 
enrolled at Western, Polytechnic stu­
dents can take classes 'there. ' 

And, administrators say, Girls 
High and Western have nothing, oth­
er than an all-girls atmosphere; that 
is noticeably different from other 
magnet schools. 

But if the all-girls element is the. 
weak link in either school's legal 
armor, it Is one of the strongest sell­
iRa pojDb for incoming sWdents. 

"\Vhaa I came here to visit, I just 
fell in love With the teachers and the 
warmth 01 the place," said Gwendo­
IYJl Petrucci, 17, who wiU be a senior 
at Girls HIgh this fall "Besides, boys 
my lilt ate still spitting spitballs and 
think It's funny," she said. "I don't 
tbiDk I could handie that." 

Sberyf L Sterling, another seniOr, 
said that she bad been apprehensive 
aboId entering high school But at 
Girls High, the transition was easy, 
she sald. 

Classes, some ot which seat the 
students in ~ circle, is collegial, not 
competitive. she and others said. And 
friendships are close. 

As he stood walting for the bus 
after attendinJ summer-school 
classes at Girls HIgh, Curtis Wil­
liams, 19, said that his grades had not 
been good enough· for admission, but 
that in any case. he would not have 
been eager to be the first m8Je on 
campus. 

"'Iben wwldn't be any JUYS' to 
mingie wttR," he said. 

-

I 
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Wage Gap Basedon Education Levels Off 

Difference for College, High-School Grads Hits Plateau 
By MICHAEL M. PHILLIPS 

Stoll Reporter of THE WAl.L STREET JOURNAL 

The gap between the wages paid to 
recent college and high·school graduates. 
which skyrocketed during the 1980s, has 
finally reached aplateau; And a prominent 
labor economist believes that is the first 
sign that overall inequality in U.S. wages 
may also, have stopped its rapid expan­
sion. 

The economist. Kevin M. Murphy of the 
University of Chicago. says recent Census 
Bureau data suggest that the payoff to a 
college education - the so-called college 
premium- has leveled off. A recent college 
graduate in 1918 could expect to earn 38% 
more than, the holder of a high-school 
diploma. When converted into 1994 dollars. 
to control for inflation. that means arecent 
college graduate in 1978 earned about 
$13.03 per hour compared with 19.43 for 
higtt-school graduates. The premium rose 
sha..rplJ by 1990 to'79% ($13.93 compared 
with 17.19). But in 1994. the college pre­
mium measuredonty 73% ($12.93 compared 
with $1,48), which economists consider 
evidence that its rise has come to an end~ 

..BaSed on my readblg of tile evtdIInce 
... it would seem that powth in the wage 
gap has probably nIB ill aNI'II.': S&yI Mr. 
Murphy~, who has written ex~n 

the subject and is cited by ... 8CII1O­
mists for his expertise. 

Economists have lonr beI1eYed that 
growing wage inequality in the U.S. re­
sulted from a shift away from faclDry jobs. 
rising internatioDal competitllll&' powiDr ~' 
immigration and, perha.p8 mOlt impgr­
tanto the increasing LISe ~ computer. 

and other sophisticated technologles in the 
workplace. These factors tended to depress 
wages of lower-skilled workers. while en­
hancing wages of workers with stronger 
skills. 
, But now, says Mr. Murphy, job·seekers 

are responding in textbook economic fash· 

ion to these changes. Because workers 
With greater skills and education earn 
considerably higher wages. more people 
are attending college or getting other 
training. And as college graduates flood 
the job .rilarket. they are beginning to 
depress the premium their degree is worth 
above what a high·school diploma would 
have earned them. . 

Meanwhile. Mr. Murphy says. wages of 
higtHchool graduates could start to rise as 
their reduced numbers· result in higher 
salaries. . 

.It is too early to conclude that overall 
wage inequality is actually reversing or 
that income inequality :- a broader meas­
ure of the wealth divide that has continued 
to widen in recent years - has peaked. But 
wages are a major component of income 
and a good barometer of things to come. 
Mr. Murphy says. 
The Rush to College 

Prompted by the growing financial ben­
efits to education. the share of 18· to 
24'year-{)lds enrolled in college jumped 
from 26'0 in 1980 to 35% in 1994, aCCQrding 
to the 1996 Economic Report of the Presi· 
dent. lnevitably. Mr. Murphy and other 
economists argue. that rush to the class­
room stifles growth in the college wage 
premium - a trend that appears first 
among recent graduates who have to slUr 
it out for jobs that simply don't par. .. 
much as they, had hoped.. 

CertainlY that has been the street·!ewI 
view from companies sucb as Interim 
Services. Inc.; a Fllrt Lauderdale. l!IL, 
temporary'staffing and home healtb-cant 
company that in 1995 placed 375,000 pe0­
ple. 

Ray Marcy. lnterim'S presideDC aDd 
chief executive officer, has notiCed 0ftI' 
the past five years asurge in the number ~ 
new college graduates seeking wort. and a 
commensurate surge in the number 01 
those graduates Willing to work as secre­
taries or in other Iower·paying positions. 

Jacob MIncer, a Columbia University 
labor economist. projects that - thanks to 
the suqe in etIrollments - the college wage 
premium Will actually tumble 25% over the 
next six 1& seven years, barring some 
unexpeded· ~ economywide jump in 
demand for skilled workers. Even students 
who doa't finish their college degrees or 
W\'IO a~nd two-year programs help damp. 
~..... Ylerwal'l"'"18P'· ~ they 
increase the pool of skills in the labor force. 
Mr. Mincer says. 

While other economists agree that. in 
principle, a wage gap generates a self"COr­
recting increase in the supply of skilled 
workers, some aft more skeptical than Mr. 
Murphy about the speed and scale of that 

. adjustment. 

More ••• 
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Wage Gap Reaches" 
Plateau for College, 
High·School Grads 

Continued ••• 

'Harvard University economist Law­
rence F. Katz and John H. Bishop, chair: 
man of the human-resource studies depart­
ment at Cornell University, wonder 
whether the post-baby-boom studentli - e­
ven though a larger proportion of them 
attend college .are numerous enough to 
reverse the growth in overall wage ine­
quality. 

"There has been aslowdown in the rate 
of increase in the college premium- in 
fact. [ think it has just about stopped dead 
for the people with one to five years of work 
experience," says Mr. Bishop. However, 
he adds, "the wage premium for people of 
all experience levels has ,continued to 
rise:" 
How Workers React 

Yet history 'confirms the Importance of 
workers' response to shifts in relative 
wages. The advent of electrification in' 
American factories between 1900 and 1930, 
[or example, produced a large demand for 
workers with high-school educations. But 
the wage gap between those With and those 
without high-school diplomas didn't Widen 
sharply during that period. because the 
supply of high-school graduates grew fast 
enough to meet the demand, according to 
recent research by Mr. Katz and Claudia 
Goldin, another Harvard economist. 

A similar situation arose in the earty 
1970s, when a surge in college enroU­
ment - prompted in large pan by the com­
ing of age of the baby boomers and' the 
military-draft deferrals available to ~ 

lege students during the Vietnam War­
drove down the college wage premium. 

, There were simply too many grads chasing 
too few jobs. . 

The reduced financial benefits of hav­
ing a college education and the graduation 
of the last of the baby boomers began to 
drive enrollment rates down again at the 
end of the 19705. Gradually, as educated 
workers grew more scarce, the college 
wage premium shot up again and with it 
arose the historically large gap between 
the wages of the more educated and the 
less educated. ' 

The wage gap, though perhaps abhor­
rent politically and socially. has the benefi­
Cial effect of increasing the value of invest­
ment in human resources, says Mr. Mur­
phy. 

"You hear coming out of the White 
House continually this notion that you 
need to invest in the workers," he says. 
"There's nothing out there that's going, 
to do more to generate that investnient 
than the existence of this wage gap. People 
respond to those ,kinds of incentives much 
more than they respond to anybody's rhet­
oric. " 



II. 
..'. :/1.). 

THB NBW YORK TIMBS. $¥HDAY, JULY 21,19M f ... 8 F 

More Than OneWay to Pay Off That 

Student Loan 


ButExtending It 

Can Prove Costly· 


By DOREEN HEMLOCK 

. 	WHEN Jane PeM graduated last 
. year from New York University 

with a master's in fine arts, sbe 
planned to repay her $23,000 in student loans 
over the usual pertod: 10 years. But the $3G8 
monthly payment was more than she could 
afford. 

, So Ms. PeM renegotiated her loans to pay 
only interest .for three years. This slashed 
her bill to $175 a month but stretched out her 
payments to 13 years. If her finances I~ 
prove, she can pay more at any time. If they 
worsen, she can extend her repayment pert­
od to 15 or 20 years. Or if she is really 
strapped, she can link the amount she pays 
to a part of her income for a few years under 
a 30-year plan. 

"For now, it's a Uttle bit of beInI In 
limbo," said Ms. PeM, a dancer and arts 
administrator who makes just over $18,001 
a year working 30 hours a week as develop. 
ment director of the Jose Limon FOI.U1da­
tion.. "You're just sort of paying off dIIa 
interest and keeping them at bay," she sUI. 
politting out that she w1ll still owe $23_ 
after three years. .. 

Until recently, her choices would have 
been far more Umited. The Education De­
partment's move in 1994 to male loaDI 
directly to students has UberalJzed rules for 
repayment and nudged ~;Ienders to 
offer many of the same ac~t1on& 

Students now have so ma.,;.repayment 
options that choosing can be dIffttuIt. Those 
who graduated in recent montbl are proba­
bly just beginning to decide.. s1nCe they 
usually have six to nine months to settle on a 
~m . 

Though stretching out payments may 
sound enticing, it has a price: far higher 
total costs, plus fees and other expenses, 
financial aid experts say. Repaying a 
$30.000 Federal student loan over 20 years 
instead of 10. even assuming a steady 8 
percent interest rate and no fees or ex­
penses, would cut monthly bills just 31 per­
cent. from $364 to $251, but increase total 
interest paid by a whopPin8 121 percent, 
from $13,678 to $30,224.. 

Assuming Ms. PeM resumes paying in­
terest and principal after three years, she 
will spend at least $6,300 more than she 
would have under the standard plan. If she 
decides to stretch out payments a few more 
years. her total costs will really rise. 

Still, ma.ny stude,nts feel they must extend 
t.beir payments. With grants on the wane 
and tuition costs rtsin8 faster than family' 
incomes, student debt is soaring. College 
students have borrowed more in the 1990's 
than in the previous three decades com­

. biDed, accordin8 to the Education Re­
saurCe5 Institute, a Boston concern thai 
guarantees student loans. BorrowiDI 
through Federal programs alone topped $25 
billion last year and Will probably reach sa 
billion this year, With billions more fInaoced 
through private lenders, credit cards, hoD'll 
equity loans and other programs. 

On average, this year'~ college grldllatel 
owe $11,000 from Federal loaD pl'CllJ"&llll 
and may owe up to $19,000 to other soun::ea. 
Those finl.sblD& graduate schools, like three­
year law programs, may bave total debts of:! 
$90,000 to $120,000. As a rule of tIRa1I8. 
financ1a1 planners estimate a monthly pay.. 
IDeIM 01 $125 for every $10,000 bo~ 

That means many coUege graduates face 
billa at ·$375 a month, and new lawyers 
perhaps $1,250 a month, amounts difficult to 
pay if starting salaries are low. 

Maaygraduates. are consolidatinl; that 
is, grouping together loans from multiple 
sources and refinancing them under the new . 
repayment schedules. About 208,000 people 
con.solida~ $2 bUllon In Federal student 

·loans last fiscal year, an Increase of more 
than 25 percent from a year earller. The 
tally is expected to more than triple to 
624.000 borrowers and $ll.6 billion In 2003, 
the Education Department sald. Bimons 
more in loans also are. being rescheduled· 
through private lenders and other sources. 

"We believe these options will lead to 
lower default rates," said DaVid Longan­
ecker, the assistant secretary for post-sec­
ondary education. 

With so many choices then, how does a 
student decide among options? Anthony F. 
RizzUto, a certified financial planner at 
American Express FinandaJ Advisors. said 
cash now Is the main consideration. A grad­

uate just _ at law school or medical resi­
deacy who w1ll be earning a hefty salary 
should take the standard IO-year plan and 
"get rid of the debt quick," he adVised. 

He recommended that someone starting a 
business should choose a longer plan With 


. smaller initial payments. but probably no 

more than 15 years. "You don't want to be 

paying through your 40's," he said. 

At that point, the loans could seem like a 
real burden, especially since the interest-is 
not tax-deductible. "Try to pay them off 
soon," said RaYmond· Loewe, president of 
College Money, a consulting firm in Mari­
tan, N.J. "If not. they'll get in the way of 
your life style later, when you may want to 
get a big home mortgage that will have tax­
deductible interest" 

Whatever the period selected, financial 
adVisers emphasize paying on time to main· 
tain a good credit record. Many programs 
now offer rewards. Sallie Mae, the Govern­
m~nt·sponsored.agency that buys most Fed­
eral loans on the secondary market. cuts 
interest rates by 2 percentage points on 

More ••• 



Pay Off That 
Student -Loan 

federally· subsidized Stafford loans alter 
students make their first 48 payments on 
time. It trims 0.25 points more when pay­
ments are electronically debited from bank 
accounts. 

Do not wait until falling behind on pay­
ments to broach the subject with the lender, 
financial planners and others adVise. "If 
you are at alaw firm and even sense there 
may be layoffs, immediately contact your 
lender to see what options may be available 
to you," said Alice Rigas, director of finan­
cial aid at Columbia Law School. 

For someone in a real bind, lenders may . 
agree to a proposal to delay or to reduce 
payments quickly. During processing, 
which may take 30 days or more, students 
need to keep up their monthly payments. 

Avening default is essential. Along witb 
creat.ing new repayment options, the Gov­
ernment is getting tougher on delinquents 
by garnisheeing wages, refusing to release 
tax refunds. taking people to court and 
informing private credit bureaus. Bad cred­
it ·could block access to financing for cars, 
credit cards or further education. 

Should a graduate secure a high-payintJ 
job or come up with extra cash, adVisers 
often suggest paying more than the monthly 
minimum on student loans. Prepayment 
saves interest and carries no penalty. 

But even before that, try paying off credit. 
card debts or other loans with high interest 
rates. Then move on to the student loans 
with the highest rates. ,.. 

There is one final consideration for those 
trying to decide how to split up a tight 
budget. When taxes are figured in, it's often 
preferable to put money into a 401(k) retire­
·ment savings plan at work, since the contri­
butions are made with pretax dollars. The 
money invested in these plans may proVide 
greater returns than tb4l.iDlerest rate paid 

. on student loans, and ...-,.en often pro­
vide some matching ~. 0 

Ie. 


continued ••• 

Stretching Out the Schedule 
Jane Penn is $6,300 - For the first 
paying only Interest 3 years, 
interest tor 3 she pays 

$175 a month years on her 
student. loans, 
in effect $13,000 ~ For the next 

Interest 10 years. she stretching a 
will pay $300 alO-year 
month.totalingrepayment $23,000 $36.000, the

plan into a 13·· prinelpat .amount she 
year plan. would have 

paid. 
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Paying· by Degrees for.a·College 
.Glendening Backs ~epayment-InstaJlment EducationPlan to Help Jld. Parents Beat Tuition Inflation 

By Michael Abramowitz 
.:. W&1biogI:oo Past Staff Writer 

Maryland Gov. Parris N. Glenden­
ing (D) endorsed.in concept yester­
day permitting parents to pay for 
tIieir children's college education in 
advance, thus protecting them 
agaiQat escalating tuition costs. 

GJendening said Maryland's plan 
.would be modeled after those in sev­
eral .Qther states, including Florida, 
~ parents can prepay college 
tuitien at state institutions in man­
ageaDle installments. The Florida 
plan ~elds parents from inflation by . 
guaranteeing that their children's 
tuition will be paid even if costs 
suq& beyond what was expected.. . 

, "OIr concern is that all acroSs this 
COUDI:ry. certainly across Maryiand, 
people today simply cannot afford to 
sen«l~ children to college, to GJ.en.; 
deDiag told reporters after raising 
the proposal with delegates to the 
MaQland PTA summer conference 
in Towson. 

Glendening said that many details 
of the Maryland plan remain to be 
worked Out by a panel he and legisla­
tive leaders have created to study the 
issue. The panel will be headed. by 
Edwin S. Crawford, a Baltimore in­
vestment banker and a member of 
the University of Maryland Board of 
Regents, administration officiaJs said. 

Glendening said be is committed to 
submitting a formal proposal to the 
General Assembly when it recon­
venes in January. 

H the plan goes through, Maryland 
would join a growing number of 
states that have adopted college pte-' 
payment plans. Eigbt states have 
adopted such plans~ and others are oil 
the way, including in Vqinja. ~ 
a new bigber education trust expects 
to begin selling "prepaid tuition c0n­
tracts" by the end of November. 

.A1thouib not a guarantee of 001­
lege admission, contracts such as VIr­
ginia's will cover the cost of tuition 
and fees at public colleges and uni­
versities, as well as a large part of 

the cost at more expensive private 
colleges or out-of-state schools. One 
of the largest programs is in Florida. . 
where families of more than 376,000' 
children have begun paying for c0l­
lege costs in this way since the pro­
gram was established in 1987. 

The biggest virtue of such pr0­
grams is the peace of mind they of-, 
fer families, according to Glendening 
and other advocates. With college 
costs rising about 7 percent annual­
ly, well ahead of inflation, parents. 
know that if tbeyset aside a certain 
amount of money, their child's "tu­
ition will be absolutely guaranteed: 
the governor said. 

In other stateS, the amount set 
aside depends on a child's age and 
actuarial projections of what college 
will cost when the child enrolls. 

But there are pitCaIla to participat­
ing in such p!'08l'am8, financial plan­
ners warned. 'I'bese include a p0ten­
tial tax liability facing the cbild when 
be or she begias using the money set . 
aside for college tuition and the p0s­

sibility that parents would do better 
by investins in mutual funds or other . 
holdings. 
; "Generally, we teU {clientsl. 
You'll probably do better if you buy 

a good mutual plan and save outside 
the ,Plan..'.. said Raymond Loewe, 
president of College Money, a finan.. 
cia1 planning firm that ' Ii .. . speaa zes m 

. b I e pmg families pJan for college 
costs. "I'm DOt against the coocept. 
but there are too many un.answered 
questions... . 

Still, advoaites said, the new In' 
gram would repleseut a ma,ior' im­
provement over the current situa- . 
tion. "This changes the whoJe 
~pproach to bow we pay coIJege costs 
m the state of Marytand... said DeL 
Mathew Mossburg (R-Mootgomery) 
who introduced the task force bill U; 
the House. "Now we are shifting the 
philosophy from debt to guaranteed . 
savmgs. ••• We're assuring parents
lh;at their children's educatioo3l costs 

.~ be.~t What we're reallY doing 
IS alleviatmg a major fear: 

http:endorsed.in
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Colleges Blam~ States, Federal Rules For Tuition Hikes 
Rising college costa are due mostly to reduced 
state support and increased federal regulation, 
a college president told a House subcommittee 
yesterday. 

States are shifting funds from higher educa­
tion to cover rising prison and medical costa, 
said Gordon Gee, president of Ohio State . 
University. .' 

And federal regulations-such as those requir.' 
. . ing equal access for the disabled, and equal ac­

cess for women to athletic programs-drive up 
costs faster than inflation, Gee said at a House 
Postsecondary Education, Training and Life­
Long Leaming Subcommittee hearing on ris­
ing college costs. 

"State legislatures and governors must resist 
the temptation to relieve budgetary pressure . 
by ... raising tuition," Gee said in testimony 
prepared for the hearing. 

. 'Sellers Market' 
But Thomas Hall, representing the U.S. Stu­
dents' Association, said Gee's arguments dis­
tort the real reason tuition is skyrocketing. 

"The short answer as to why colleges are in­
creasing their price is because they can," he 
said in prepared testimony. "Colleges today 
are operating in a seller's market.. 

Hall added that other industries have complied 

with federal regulations without significantly 
increasing costs. 

Tuition rose 6.1 percent in 1994, according to a 
survey by the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities (ED, Sept. 18, 1995). 

· Annual tuition hikes sprang into double digits 
i,n the late 19808 and early 1990s. 

This winter, President Clinton urged college 
· presidents'to do more to keep the cost of college 
· in check. 

But Gee said the federal government should 
step up its contributions to students, as well: 
"Congress should rededicate itself to providing. 
adequate support for need·based student 
assistance... 

Thomas Kane of the Washington, D.C.-based 

. Brookings Institution agreed, saying the fed­

eral government hasn't kept up the value of 


· PellGrants, which help low-income studenta' 

attend college. 

"Although the rea} value of the maximum Pell 
Grant has fallen by 20 percent, total Pell 
Grant spending increased by 40 percent be­
tween 1980 and 1994," he Said in a statement. 

No further action is planned after today's hear­
ing, but the testim9ny will help lawmakers be­
gin considering reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act (HEA).. REA expires Sept. 30, 
1997. -Rebecca S. Weiner 
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The following tables compare the fiscal 1997 Education Department appropriations the House 
passed this month with Presicknt Clinton's proposal and fiscal 1994-96 funding 
Senate education appropriators may issue their fiscal 1997 plan this week; 

Fiscal FisCal Fiscal Clinton's House 
1~4 . 1995 199(1 1997 1997 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT a~~rogrlatlons aeeroer1ations aeeroerlations resuest eroDosal 

(dOiIOtS in ftlousonds) 

ELEMENTARY AND 
SECONDARY EDUCATION 

'\ 

ntte I Programs tot Disadvantaged Students 
(ESEA I-A) 

Basic grants $5.642.000 $5.968.235 $6.046.266 • $5.494.065 $6.047.266 I 

Concentration grants 694.000 663.137 684.082 I 670.935 704.082 I 

Targeted grants 0 0 O. 1.000000 0, 
Bur, of Indian Affai~s/outlying areas 0 66.984 0 0 0 
Capital expenses for private school children 41.434 41.434 38.119 . 20.000 20.000 
Even start (I-B) 91.373 102.024 101.997 102.000 .. 101.997 
State agency programs: .... 

Migrant (I-C) 305.193 305.475 305.474 320.000 305.474 
Neglected and delinquent (I-D) 

State program improvement grants (I-A) 
35.407 
25.933 

39.311 
27.56Q 

39.311 
0 

40.000 
15.000 

39.311
·0 

Evaluation (I-E) 7.987 3.664 . 3.3$9 , 10.000 . . 7.000 
Innovative practtces demonstratt9f)s (I-E) 0 0 0 7.000 0 
Rural. other technical assistance centers 10.073 0 0 0 0 
State administration 60.712 0 0 0 0 

SUbtotal, Title I 6.914.112 7.217.824 7.218.608 7.679.000 7.225.130 

Migrant education (HEA IV-A-5) . 
High school equivalency program 8.161 8.088 7.441 0 0 
College assistance migrant program 2.224 2.204 2.028 0 0 
SUbtotal. Migrant Education 10.385 10.292 9.469 0 0 

School ASlistance In Federally 
Affected Al80I (Impact AId ESEA VIII) 
Payments for federal property 16.293 16.293 16.293 0 17,500 
Payments for heavily affected districts 33.437 40.000 50.000 20.000 50.000 

, ~ totd for gra'lts. to lEAl frlciudeI oooot S1.3 /:)/i//a'I lnat 06cClfTl9l avalobie a'I Oct. I of tr>e follOwing IIsc::II year. 
(more) 



Asc:aI Asc:aI .Asc:aI canton.. ~ 
1994 1995 1996 1997 1997 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT ODOroonatlons . ~roPl1cltlOol ODOr2ertotlons reQUest orooOIaI 

(dOliOfS iI'I tr'oa;..:n:1S), 

Facilities maintenance' 0 .0 . 0 3.00) 0 
Basic support payments 0 631.707 581.707 550.00) 615.500 
Poyments for children with disabilities 0 4O,COO . 4O.CXXl 40.00) 4O.CXXl 
Disaster assistance 115.COO 0 0 0 0 
Construction 11.~ 0 5.CXXl 4.CXXl 5.00) 
Payments for 'A' children 613.445 0 0 0 0 
Payments for 'B" children 123.129 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal, Impact AId 913.208 72&COO 693,00) 617.CXXl 728.COO 

Schoollrriprovement 
Eisenhower professional development 
state grants (ESEA II·B) 250.998 251.298 275.00) 610.00) 0 
Innovatlve education program strategies 
state grants (ESEA VI-A) 369.500 347.250 275.CXXl 0 t:D6.517 
Inexpensive book dlstribution(ESEA X-E) 10.300 10.300 10.265 9.00) 9,CXXl 
Arts in education (ESEA ,x·D) &944 10.500 9.00) 10.00) 9.00) 
Low-relOtededucation (ESEA)' 5.952 4.500 0 0 0 
Sate. drug-free schools. communities (ESEA IV) 

State grants 369.500 440.981 440.978 51S.CXXl 440.9;8 
National programs 
Schoof personnel training 
Emergency grants . 

59,496 
13.614 
24.552 

25.CXXl 
.0 

0 

.24.993 
.0 
a 

25.CXXl 
a . a 

0 
:g 
a 

Sate ~hoolS Initiative 
Chr1sta McAuliffe fellowships (HEA V-C-2) 

2O.COO 
1.964 

a 
1.90S6 

0 
0 

0 
2.00) 

Q 
0 

Magnet schools ossistance(ESEA V-A) 107.985 111.519 95.00) 95.00) 95.00) 
Education tor homeless chYcten. youths 
(McKInney Act VII-B) 25.470 28.811 23.00) 29,00) 23.00) 
Women!s educational eQUIty (ESEA V-8) .1.984 3.967 0 4.00) 2.00) 
Training and odvisorv services (eRA IV) 21.606 21.412 7.334 14.00) 7.334 
Dropout prevention (ESEA V-C) 37.730 12.CXXl 0 a 0 
AssIstance to the VIrgin Islands (ESEA X,M) 1.227 . 0 a a 0 
Ellender fellowships (ESEA X-G) ,4.223 3.COO 1.500 a 1.00) 
FollOw Through Act &478 0 a a 0 
Education for Native Hawaiians (ESEA 1X-8) &224 9.COO 12.00) 6.00) 4.00) 
Foreign. language assistance (ESEA VI\-8) 10.912, 10.912 10.039 a. 0 
Training in eorty childhood education 
ond violence counseling (HEA V..f) . 14.00) a a a a 

Charter schools (ESEA X-C) a 6.COO 18.00) 40,00) 18.CXXl 
Technicol aSSistance fOt ImproWlg ESEA 
programs (XIII-A) a 29.641 21.507 45.00) 21.554 
SUbIokll, School ~ 0tIW Proga 1.376.659 1.328.037 1,223,616 1.404.00) 1.237.383 

GoatI 2000 Schoollefanrt 
Goals 2CXXl: Educate Amedca Act (p.l 103-22n 
State. locai retomi .97.00) 36t870 340.00) 476.00) . a 
Parental aSSistance a 10.COO 10.00) 15.00) a 
SUbtotal, GoatI 2000 SCbooIIefarm 97.CXXl 361.870 350.COO. 491.COO ·0 

I $5.mtllon foIlOtei{Tl/arguoge ClI.IIItc/"JCe IIIrrd1Jt:11Ja "bIa'Igu;:J cn1 itn'l"lfl'Cllt lJd.Jca"on. (more) 
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F1scd Flacd Fiscal Canton'S House 
199.4 1995 1996 1997 1997 

.EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 	 oE!E!roerlatlons oeE!roerlations oeeroerlatlons r!9uesf eroE!osal 

(dOliOO IflIt'JOUlOnd') 

[nclan Educatton 
Grants to local education agencies 57.210 59.686 50.000 ·61.200 50.000 

. Special programs tor Indian children 
Special programs tor adult Indians 

17.394 
4.861 

12.342 
5,420 

0 
'0 

12.000 
5.000 

0 
0 

Notional activities 200 125 0 0 0 
Program administration 3.835 3.468 2.497 3.300 2.497 
Subtotal. Indian education I 83.500 81.041 52.497 81.500 52.497 

Total. Elementary and 
Secondarv: EclucaHon 9.394.864 9.727.004 9,547.190 10.272500 9.243.010 

VOCATIONAL AND ADULT EDUCATION 
VocaHonal Educatton (Cart D. Pertln. Act) 
Basic state grants (Perkins TItle II) . 972750 972750 972750 1.100.000 972750 
Community-based organizations (Perkins III-A) 11. 785 0 0 0 0 
Consumer education (Perkins 111-8) 
Tech-prep education (Perkins III-E) 

34.720 
104.123 

0 
.. 108.000 

0 
100.000 

0 
0 

0 
100.(0) 

Tribally controlled postsecondary . 
vocational Institutions (Perkins III-H) 2946 2.919 2919 2919 2919 

State councils 8.928 a848 a a a 
National programs (Perkins IV A-C) 38.077 11.101 4.998 17.081 :0 
8111ngual vocational training (Perkins IV-E) 2946 a 0 a 0 
Permanent appropriation (Smith-Hughes Act) 7.148 7.148 7,148 02 7.1.18 

Subtotal. Vocattonal Educaltoi1 1.183.423 1.11 0.766 1.087.815 1.120.000 '1.082817 

School·To-Work 
School-To-Work Opportunities Act. 

(P.L. 103-239) 
Subtotal, School-To-Work Tranlllton 

50.(0) 
50.(0) ) 

122.500 
. 122.5(0) 

180,(0) 
180.(0). 

200.000 
200.(0) ) 

175.(0) 
175.(0) ) 

Adult EducaHon (AEA) 
State grants (Port B) 254,624 252345 250.000 :&1.000' 250.(0) 
Notional programs 8.837 S.7fif 4.860 10.000 4.(0) 
State literacy resource centers (Port B) 7.857 0 O· 0 0 
Workplace literacy partnerships (Port C) 18.906 12736 a 0 0 
Literacy training tor homeless aduf!s . 

(McKinney Act) 9.584 0 0 0 0 
Literacy programs for prisoners 

(Notional Uteracy Act) 5.100 5.100 4.723 a 0 
Subtotal. Adult Education 304.908 278.950 259.583 300.000 254.000 

Total. Vocational and Adult Ecb:atIon 1.538.331 1.512216 1.527.398 . 1.620.000 1.511.817 

BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND MINORfTY 
LANGUAGES AFFAIRS (ISlA VII) 
Instructional services 148.755 117.190 128.(0) 117.190 117.190 
Support services 15.977 14.330 .0 14.330 0 
Professional development 
Immigrant education 

36.431 
Jam 

25.180 
50.000 

0 
50.(0) 

25.180 
100.000 

0 
50.000 

Foreign language assistance 0 0 a ·5.000 0 
Total. Bilingual Educatton 240.155 206.700 178.(0) 261.700 	 167.190 

(more) 
, FundS are provided /t'JrOt4llflterlOr Department aoproprlaHons. 


, Legis/anon nos oeen prOt()oSec to eIIrrinOte permanent a"p,O()fiaHons iflltle SmiltJ-HvgI'les Act. 


, Receives equal ft.Jndlng ttv~ Itle Lobor £:'iepcrtment . 


• Qeceives an aactlHOI'1OI $170 million ttv~ It'Je Labor O~t, 
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Flscd . Fiscal Flscd Clinton'S House 
1994 1995 1996 1991 1997 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT $ElrOenatlons geElrOenotlOns ~roDtlat1ons reauest El!:0~S(j 

(dollCIfJ in tnOUJOl"/dJ) 

RESEARCH AND DeVELOPMENT .' 

Education Re.earch, StatIIIIcs .. 

Research 78. (XX) 86.2CXl . 107.021 IOS.em 121.641 
Statistics ~.saa 48.153 46,227 50.em 50.(XX) 
Assessment 29.262 32.752 32.623 32.750 32.623 
Fund for Education Improvement (ESEA X-A) 33.379 36,750 37.611 40.!XXI 4O.!XXI 
Fund for the Improvement.and Reform of 

Schools and Teaching (P.L. 100-2(7) 9.083 .0 0 0 0 
Notional Diffusion Network (ESEA XIII-B) 14.582 11.780 0 a 
Jovitsgifted. talented education (ESEA X-B) 9.007 4.?21 3.!XXI 10.!XXI 3. !XXI 
Territorial teacher assistance 1.737 a a 0 0 
Notional writing prOject (ESEA X-K) . ' 3.212 3.212 2.955 0 0 
21 st century learning center (ESEA X-l) 0 750 750 a 0 
International education exchange 

(Goals 2000 Titie VI) 0 3.!XXI 5.!XXI 3.!XXI 3.em 
. Eisenhower moth. science programs 

(ESEA II-A) 
Notional programs 16.072 O· a a 0 
Regional consortia 13.871 15.!XXI 15.!XXI 15.!XXI 15.!XXI 

Eisenhower professional development. 
national activities (ESEA II A.C) a 21.356 17.984 15.!XXI a 

National Board for Professional 
Teoching Standards 

CMcs education (ESEA) 
4.792 
4.463, 

0, 
4.463 

0 
4.!XXI 

0 
. 4.!XXI 

0 
4.00j 

Educational technology (ESEA Ill) 
Star schools (ESEA IX) 

a 
25.944 . 

22.500 
25.(xx) 

48.!XXI 
23.!XXI 

325.em 
25.!XXI 

48.!XXI 
Q 

Ready-ta-leam television (ESEA C) a 7. !XXI 6.440 7.!XXI 0 
Telecommunications demonstration for mo1h a 1.125 1.035 0 0 

Subtc*:II. Research and Improvement 292.592 323.962 350.646 634.750 317.264 

I.batM and learning Technologlel 
Public library services (LSCA I) 83.227 83.227 .92.636 110.!XXI 92.636 
PublIC library construction (LSCA II) 17.792 17.792 16.369 a O· 
Interlibrary cooperation (LSCA III) 19.749 23.700 18..!XXI 0 11.864 
Ubrary literacy programs (LSCA VI) .8.098 8.026 0 0' 0 
CoHege lI~ary technology (HEA II-A) 3.873 0 0 0 0 
Training 4.960 4.916 2.500 a 0 
Research and demonstratiOns (HEA 11-8) 2.802 6.500 3.!XXI 0 2.500 
Research libraries (HEA II-C) 5.808 0 0 0 I.!XXI 

Subtotal, LlbfafIeI 146.309 144.161 132.505 . 110.!XXI 108.!XXI 

Total, Research andlmptOYefTMH1t 438..901 468.123 483.151 744.750 . 425.264 

POSTSECONDARY EDUCAnoN 
Student FInancial Allislance (MEA) 
Pell Grants (Title IV-A) 6.633.566 6.143.680 4.914.!XXI. 5.919.!XXI. 5.J42.(XX) , 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity , 

Grants (TItle IV-A) 583.407 . 583.407 583.407 583.407 583.407 
COllege Work-Study (TltIe IV-C) 616.508 616.508 616.508 679.!XXI_ 685.!XXI 
Perkins loons (Titie IV-E) 173.!XXI 176.!XXI 113.297 178.!XXI 20.!XXI 
State Student Incentive Grants 72,429 63.375 31.375 0 0 
Family.Education Loans (Tttle IV-B) 163.461 J 5.058.498, 3.297.183 1.785.015 1.768..420 
Benefits for participants in 

Operatlo" Shield/Storm (P.L 102-25) 3.165 3.165 0 a 0 
Direct Student Loans (Title IV-D) .315.727 I, 105.221 574.078 544.023 473.023 
State postsecondary review (Tttle IV:H) 21.250 0 O. 0 0 

Subtotal, Student Aid 8.582.513 13,749,854 10,129.848 9.688.445 8.871.850 

(more) 

., Excludes 5833 rrlIIIon In 6$Ca 1m $506 nYl/on In CMton'. fllea '991 ~ ana 5491 mIIcI'I"""1-IOr.Jie 1991 ~ from ~ /OJId" 
I Reflects 54.19 tilmon from SltK1ent Loan MakfIIIrQ Aaoclt;1flOn d80t retirement. . 



If. 
(~ ) 

Flscci . Ascci Ascci Clnton'S House 
199. 1995' 1996 1997 . 1997 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT QCDI'get1at1ons oooro~atIons S!E!E!rOlilrlattoN reauest eroE!osa 

H~. CCntlnulng Edu<:aIIon cHEA) 
Ins~tutlonal aid program (Tltte III) 212870 

(aOlatS in ",~ 

229.656 194.846 182.611 194.846 
Fund for the Improvement 01 

Postsecondary Education (Title X-A) - .. 16.872 17;543 15.00) 1 a 00) 15.00) 
NatIVe Hawaiian and Alaska arts 0 500 0 0 0 
Eisenhower leadership program (Tltte X·D) 4.00) 1.080 0 0 0 
Minority teacher recruitment (ntle V-E) 2480 2458 2212 2458 '2212 
Minority science improvement (llfte X-B) . . 5.892 5.839. 5.255 5.839 5.255 
Innovative community serviCe (TItle XJ..8) 1.436 1.423· 0 0 0 
!nternational education. foreign language studies 

Domestic programs (lltie VI) 52283 52283 50.481 52283 53.481 
. CNerseos programs (Fulbright-Hays Act) 

Institute tor Internatfonal PoHcy(TltteVl-·C) 
5.843 
1.00) 

5.790 
1.00) 

4.750 
920 

5.790 
1.00) 

4.750 
0 

CooperotlVe education (TI11e VIII). 13.749 6.927 0 0 0 
Law schOol clinical expertence (Tltte IX-G) 14.920 13.122 5.500 0 0 
Urban community service (TItle XI-A) 10.606 10.00) 9.200 0 8.280 
Construction interest subsidy grants (TItle VII) 1 a 029 17.512 16.712 15.673 15.673. 
BettlUn&-Cookman College. (P.L 102--123) ·0 4.CXXl 3.680 0 0 

AId tot Students 
Trio programs for dlsodYantoged cnHe rv-A) 41a52S 463.CXXl 462.993 5OO.CXXl 500.CXXl 
Byrd honors SCholonhips (Tltte rv-A) . 19.294* 29.117 29.1)7 29.117 -0 
National science schOlars 4.464 3.303 0 0 :'0 
Douglas teacher schoklnhips (Tltte V-C) 14.731 '199 0 0 .0 

.Women and mlnol1ty portIdpatlon In graduate 
education (TItle IX-A) 5.&46 0 0 0 0 

Harris graduate fellowships (T1tIe 1X..(5) 20.427 10.144 0 0 0 
Jovits fellowsnlps (T1tIe IX-C) 7.8f!i1 6.845 5.931 0 0 
GradUate assiStance In areas of 

notional need (1l11e IX-O) 
Faculty development fellowships (Tme IX-E) 

27.498 
lSI) 

27.252 
212 

27.252 
0 

3o.CXXl 
0 

3O.CXXl· 
0 

SchOol. college and unIVersity ~ 3.9'28 1893 0 0 0 
Legal training tor dIsodvootoged (T1tIe 1X..f) 2991 2964 '0 0 0 
Early Intervention schOlarships (T1tIe fII-A) 1.875 1108 3.108 0 0 
Presidential honors scholarships (J:lfoposed) 

Subtotal, Higher, C«dInuinO Ed.IcaIIon 
0 

8<110.916 
0 

919.370 
0 

836.951 
130.00) 
972.771 

0 
829.497 

Howard UnMtrlly 19'2.686 . 204.663 182.348 195.963 187.348 
COIIge HOUIIng CIKt AcadIImIc 

FacIlltlM I.OC:IN 6.615 6.241 10.579 12083 12081 
HtItCIdcGIy bbctt collegM capIaI , 

financing (11tIe VII-I) .200 346 166 104 1~ 

Total, PoItIecondary EdlICCIIIOn 9,672.930 14.880.474 11.159.898 .10.869.366 9.900.880 

ED ADMINISTRAnON 
SALARIES AND EXPeNSES. 
Program administration 
Office tor CMI Rights 

346.008 
56.570 

356.021 
58.325 

326.686 
55.277 \. 

355.476 
6O.CXXl 

::!t7.229 
54.171 

Office of the Inspector General 28;&dO 30.437 28.563' . . 30.500 27.143 
Headquarters renovation 0 0 7.CXXl a 0 

Total, Admlnlatlallon 431.418 444,783 417.526 445.976 378.543 

TOTAL, EDUCAOON DEPARTMENT 27.024.773, 32956;511 , 29.072684, 30.241.858 , 27.443.869 I 

I.Re8ec:1I ~/WCIIt:)IIOI'$Z\(J",.",*" I'IIc:CIf I~ $.'W~*,,1'IIc:CIf 1991!1 $'O1.5~*" I'IIc:CIf 19'iI& $161.5~*"OnIOn'lI99",*", 
aIC1. $61.5 ",.", *" !he HeX.- 1991QjCn 

Sauce: Ecu:atIon ~ 
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·.. ECO~OMY.·· 

...WageGap Based OR Education Levels Off 

'Difference for College, High~SchQolGrads Hits Plateau 

, , . . .' 	 '. 

By MIC!iAEL M. PHILLIPS It istou early to conclude that overall . . . 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET. JOURNAL wiIgl' inequality'is actually reversing or . '. Cantin lied Frmn Pa~c A2 . 

. The gap between the wages paid to .that income iriequality - a broader meas· lege students during the Vietnam War-
recent ~ollege and high·scnool graduates, ure oUhe wealth divide that has continued drove down the college wage premlllm. 
which skyrocketed during the 1980s, has ,.to widen in recerit years-' has peaked; But There were simply too many l,rrads chasing 
finally reachi:!d a plateau. Anda prominent wages are a major component of income too few jobs. . '," . 

i,!.•.:.}.).;.[.:,:,:,','.'.,.·,\',.;'.~·'.'.·. ·.. <:;:rhei'c:i>II~ge[pr..mlum· '. ~~~~~~i~:r.~':e~,~~~r~~:Hr:~ 
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.' ' .. : ; . .whi:!ther the post·baby·boom students - e· 
. , -: ' ;X yen though .a, larger proportion of them' 

.. ~ i; attend college - ·are numerous enough. to ......,.....: 
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. . reverse the. growt~ in overall wage ·Ine­
, : .. 

..•..!!~... quality, , . .... . . 
i1\"There has been a.slowdoWn in the rate' 
H of increase in the college premium - in 
{ fact, I tliillk it has just about stopped dead 

. .... .!. . ,·for the pec~le with one ,to'five years ofwork· . 

:';:~t~~!I~r~W~~~~;;~i:f~:·;~~~'1~~t;: •.~~P:J~~~'~~~~ ~r:e~~~:l~~or~r~~ci;l~e~c" 

. all experience levels. has continued to 

~il;,~~~~!';(J'//Jonto these' changes,' Because workers 
,:>,:\:,:j.';)':,(;;';' ,;<, with. gTeaterskills arid education earn 

.. /,:'.\,;'.:\.' COll.siderably higher wages, more people 
.i;j;::":, are' attending college or getting other

:r:;/ drain.ing.:'And as colJeg~ graduates flood 
'~<:,', the'Job l1larke~,. they are beginning to 
\'.,:,., depress the premium their degree is worth 
·;;/:...,'<'~above \yh~t a high·school diploma would' 
",: :',',,' ".have earned them. " 

,,;':'t::::',,/';:,: " ,Meanwhlle.ML Miu;phy says. wages of 
;,,~,::;~:;::':~""high·schoOI graduates' could start to rise as. 

..'.:.,.:./;~,.,:,\;,.:,:.',:" [heir.. reduce~ numbers result in higher_.. 
. ,,- , . 

". :. .' ,I ,'. 

labor' economist believes that is the first, and a good barometer of things to come, The r.educed financial benefits of.'h~v· 
sign that overall inequality in U.S. wages· Mr. Murphy says. ..' . ing a college education and the graduation 
may: also have stopped its rll.pid expan~The Rush to College . lof the last of the baby boomers~egan' to 

· 'sion. . 
Theeconomist,KevinM.Murphyofthe

University of Chicago, says recent.Census 
Bureau data suggest that the payoff to a 

·college education. - the.so·called college.
.' premiuin - has level.edor!. A-recent college

graduate in 1978 could expect to earn 38% 
, more than the holder of a high·school 

diploma. When converted into 1994 dollars,. 
to control for inflation;- that means a recent 
college graduate in 1978· earned about 
S13.03 per hour compared with $9.43. for 
high·school graduates. The premium rose 
sharply by 1990 to 79% (S13.93 compared 
with S7.79)' But in 1994, the college pre· 
mium measured only 73% (S12.93 compared 

~,wiih S7.48l, which economists consider 
·evidence that its rise has come to an ena. 

"Based on my reading of the evidence 
.. : it would seem. that growth in the wage
gap.'has probably run its course,".says Mr. 

· Murphy,: whq has written extensively on 

:.1 Tracking the Economy Is on Page Ali. ·1 
.. 

the subject and is cited 'by other econo­
nlists for his expertise. 

. Economists have long believed that 
.growing wage inequality in the U.S. re-ll 

· . suited froin a shift away from factory jobs, ... the surge in enrollments-the co ege.wage 
'" . . . ,'i' .,u· ! premiu.m will actually tumhl~ 25~o over the
~Ism~ mt~rna,tlOnal comp' "lIO'}, £.,,vwmg . next'slx to seven yelU"S, bamng some 
Imm.lgratlo~ and, perhaps most Impor· 

tant,. the' lncreasmg use of computers 

and others~phisticated technologies in the 

workplace. These f~ctors tended to d~press 


·	wage.s of lower·skilled worke~s while en· . 
ha.ncmg, wages of workers W!.!.h stronger' 
skills. . . . ' , 

.But now,. sa~s Mr. Murphy, job·~eekers . 
are~espondlng In textbook .economlc fash­

rise."" .. 
How Workers React 

. Yet history confirms the importance of.
k' . t h'fts' I'·wor ers response o· s I m .re atlve 

wages. The' advent of· electrification In 
. American factories between 1900 and 1930. 
.for example,produced a large demand for 
workers with high·school educations. But 
the wage gap between those with and those 
without high·school diplomas didn't widen 
sharply during that period, .because the . 
&upply of high·school graduates grew fast
enough to meet the demand, according to 

. recent research by Mr. Katz and Claudia 
Goldin,another Harvard economist. ' 

A similar.situation a~ose in the early 
. 1970s. ,when a surge in· college enroll-' 
. ment..;, prompted in large part by the com· 

ing of age of the baby boomers .and the-· 
. military·draftdeferrals available to col· 

. Please,Turn to Page AS; Column 1· • 

". . . . drive enrollment rates down. agam at the 
. Prompted bY,thegrowmgimanclal ben· end of the 1970s. Gradually, as educated 

efits to education,. th.e share Of. 18· to workers grew more scarce, the ·college. 
24·year·olds enrolled I~ college Jum~ed i wage premium ~hot up again - and with it 
from 26% in 1980 to.35% m 1994, accordm~ arose the historically large gap· between 
to the 1996. ECono~Tllc Report, of the Presl' the wages of the more educated and the 
dent. I~evltably, Mr. Murphy 'and other less educated. 
economists argue, th~t rush to the class' The wage gap, though perhaps abhor. 
room, stines growth m the college w~ge rent politically and socially, has the benefi. 

.premIUm - a tren~ .that appears first tial effect of increasing the value of irivest· 
~mong.rec~nt graduat~s who have toslug ment in human resources says Mr. Mur· 
It out for Jobs that Simply d~n't pay as phy. . . . .'. '.. .' 
much as .theyhad hOPed. ,~. . .' "You hear coming out of. the White 
. Certamly thatha~ been the street'le~el House continually this notion that you 

VI~W. from compames such as Interim. need lO'invest in the workers," .he says. 
Services Inc., ~ Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,. "There's nothing out there 'that's going 
temporary·s.taf~mg and home health'care to do more to generate that investment 
company that m 1995 placed 375.,000 peo· than the existence of this wage'gap. People 
pie. .,. .... respond tu those kinds of'incentives much 

.Ray Mar,cy, In~eru~ s presl~ent and more than they respond to anybody's rh·et.. 
chief executive officer, has noticed over oric" .. 
the past five years a surge inthe number of ,c' 

new college graduates seeking work, and a 

(''Oinmensurate surge in the number of 

those graduates willing to work as secre-,


.' tarie's or in other lower·paying positions~ '[1 

Jacob Mincer, a Columbia University 
.labor economist, projects that -thanks to. 

unexpected new economywide jump in 
demand for skilled workers. Even students 
.who don't. finish their college degrees or 
who attend two-year programs help damp 
growth In the wage gap because they 
.increase the pool of skills in the labor force, 
Mr. Mincer says. 

While other economists agree that, in 
principle.. a wage gap gerie~ates a self·cor· . 

I Weekly Earnings . 

Week.ly pay, ill dollars:,--___,-.__'--__-"_---. 
5550,---,----..,----_.----, 

AVERAGE WEEKLY PAY of factory 
workers in June rose to 5534.23 from 5528.74 . 
the preceding month. the Labor Depart, : 
mpnt rpn(\rt~ 

http:Meanwhlle.ML
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After 'Cavallo 


. . ~ :', W;'jJ.. . 

:<.;:.:,:·]ttVKJEW;&OUTLOOK. 
• .' ::\.'.. ~" " :' i'" '. .' .' . . ...:i' NO soo~erwas the resignation of 

:.>'/ '" ,,' . ' ,Argentina's: .Economic.s Minister,
." ,: 'i,The Forbldden'School .. ! . Domingo Cavallo, ~ffjcial than ~.suP-

,,'. .(,,"". '\:,: : ;,i, " ..",',.' '.port campaign began' around his re­
'.!ihe·Jri~· barelY'dry on)lie, : eager to,be ?f assistance in helplrgthe placement Roque Fernandez. And for 

Court's .rulingirt June that, school dlStri.Ct ~evelop a p,rogram t~atgOod reason. Domingo Cavallo built 
Virginia MiliUl;ry ,Insti-'. ~eets CO?~titutlOnal requirements.: " and guarded Argentina's c,onvertibil­

eXllstence .is unconstitutional, .' All thiS IS ~ sham~, because studies iiy law, which links the value of the 
arequi~kly mov, , . show that girls nationally do ,better peso to the U.S. dollar. He is responsi­

to kill single.sex educ~-. .when afforded·, the Opportunity,. to .' ble for nothing less than the demise of . say most. J()bks saf~. The Argentine 
'.: r "J ----.across' the country. The ' study, in 's!ngle~s,ex classrooms.,. and· inflation as a time-honored policy tool peso passed the test. . 

likely to have Ruth Bad~r , . East Harlem'girls are a gr~up parti~u- , in' Argentina. Investor angst over the But a changing of the guard at the 
"'-."....,,-,~ VMI opinion dropped on It· larly in need of Opportunity.. A City future of stability ex-Cavallo had built Ministry. of EconomiCS doesn't solve 

.proposed PUblic school fOll girlsin ..' '. University of New.York study found .a wall of.worrY around Argentina, 'and .' Argentina's problems. Chronically 
pf the most impove.rishe~ areas ~f .' that the !'eighbOrh?od. was a,?ong the the spin doctors have been scrambling , ,high unemployment· and sluggish 

Yorl,{City, Justice Gmsburg s poorest m the nation, 19~3 city d~~ recently to reassure the markets. 
:~?:'i','hciln'ieto'\vn.' . " . ': .... . . . show that mo~ thall one m three Cltl- Normally, an economics minister 

is an East Harlem project known .. , zens of this ~elgh~orhOod are on some is expendable. If the' economy. does 
Young Women's Leadership .form of pubhc asslstanc~. In the ~arly well, the president ~akes credit. If 
An experhnental program for 1990s, the n~ber 9f Vlolent cnmes things go poorly, he fires the minis­

. .' from the seventh, to . twelfth there was tWl~e the City. average. Mo!e ter. With Argentina's unemployment 
" grades, the Leadership Sch()ol aims t? than 50% of hig? schoolers enrolled ~n running over 17%, one might think it 

J/, teach students. "to become self'confl- New ,Yo~k public schools drop out;, m . easy' to dispose of the minister. 
:;\~aent; sel!-reliant, independent learn- the ~rls ?ase, they are often drOPPing Domingo Cavallo, however. was not 
';,;fers'.'usingthe model of private and out mto smgle mo~e~hQOd. your run-of-the-mill economics mi.nis-, 
';/parochial,Schools. Though. a public' .' An unusual coalltlOn of forces has ter. It was Mr. Cavallo, at the heIght
'~.'.:,~:SchOoI,. the Leadership School is the . arisen to protect t~il? project to s~ve of a speculative attack induced by the 
~\i'brii.irichjJd of Ann Rub~nste~n Tisch, a' girls, not least their parents, who ve Mexico criSis in 1995· who circled the 
;~~~~.New York philanthropist With a long- b~en outspoken in support. SQ:is Der-' wagons to defend' the' Argentine
:;:',;;~S:tanding interest in ~duc,ation~ With .nck Bell, a former Harvard law pro­ peso-as 20% of bank deposits fled the 
~,;~:the"enthusi~stic back~ng of. the local 'fessor ~own generally as a cha~pion coUntry. He refused to devalue. Sound 
";;':'school·distrICt, Ms. TIsch and educa7 .' of pohtlcal. correctness: ~:. Bell'money, he told us, was the orlly mon­
:(i?,~itiortreformers from .the'city's conser­ . penned a !Il!les op-ed titled .Et Tu, 'etary poliCy that Argentina would 
?'l.'vative Manhattan Institute:s Center . ACLU"polntmg out that a succes~f~l pursue while he was 'on watch. Over 
r;~;tJbr &:lucationallnnovation w?rked for '. action ,by so·called defenders of. cIY'1 . his 'five year tenure, he sold a credi­
'V1,;:tWo:years on the project-wnting cur~ ri~htsmight ','dO no mo~~ than mam­ ble Argentine peso to the world. As 
;~:1fic"ulum.' hiring staff and arranging. tam a woeful status quo. , .' . importantly, he designed and imple-need political support of a kind only a 
:i;:: spa:~e on lO6.tll Street. Some 35 seventh ',Friends of the Leadership school mented a massive privatization pro­
~:S;graderslare already enro~led for ~he' note with speCial rage that it appears gram thatsparked a four year growth 
,;;~: 1996-97 school' year'and are gettmg; . the City'scMI rights establishment is spurt for the country.' Argentina had 
\i:ready topurcijasetheir Uniforms... ;- iinposing its brand of justice with an turned from being. an .object of. 
;';, ":::;': Were getting ready, that is, until 
;' ~.'ihe school's existence affronted the Ie­
:''''gal'types at the New York Civil Lib~r' 
i. ties Union.Its executive director, Nor­
:i man Siegel. wrote to .city· schools 
, Chancellor Rudy Crew. earlier this 

. 'month to complain and has said in the 
· 'media that "reg(lrdless of good inten­
•tions, school boards may not, as a gen­

., eral rule, segregate by race or sex 
~ withoufviolating the Constitution and 

..' federal and, local law."· . 
;; '. This of course is a place where lib­
· 'era! laWmakers lately paSsed their 
:'very own "Human Rights Law.:' Other 

, . civil rightstypes argued that ,the little 

uneven lland. The ACLU, for example, ridicule in world financial circles to a 
seem unruffled about stereotyping, or success story. '" '. " 
worse things that ,might occur at an- Success made Mr. Cavallo a god,
other local experIment: the Harvey and worse-it made him bigger than' 
Milk school, a publiC m~gnet school the presidept. The investment com-· 
for gay and lesbian teens mNe~YOrk..munity was enil-mored of hirri, but he 

"The ACLU spokesperson said th.e became so entangled iIi pOlitical prob­
S~hO?1 wasn't ,a problem~ecaus~ It lems at home that by the end even Mr. 
dldn t bar appllcants of straIght onen- Cavallo himself said he was "a spent
tation. But the p\lblic school for girls force...' 'ulism and becpme a genuine, deep re-
dare not speak its name.' T.he whole. For now there is a calin over the former. Mr. Menem has the political 
idea about ~eforming New,York's rot- southern cone. Reportedly, the 'only capacity; doing anythiilg less will risk, 
ti~g education system, pomts ~ut Sy lines in Buenos Aires this Weekend all.that he has already achieved, to re­
Fileg~l, formerly deputy supennten-. were formed byporteilos waiting to see store Argentina as a serious place to 
dent In Eas~ ~arle~ an~ one of Ms. the. Argentine Ollening of the new do business. 
Tisch's insplMtors, IS chOice, not co~r~ . . - ,- ~ 

• Act. ,Echoing Jlistice Ginsburg, Janet. is a choice inatter..". . 

:: Gallagh~, an attorney wllo heads the .' We have ¥gued. that the civil. Godless New Jersey 


, ::;:,Women's Rights Project at the ACLU, , rights mafia's efforts t().~force all the 
' ,"'toid 'us that "We [the ACLU] will~al- nation's public,schools to goose-step to It appears that New Jersey's legis-' 

·:',\vays look very clpsely. and skeptically co-education ultimately will erode just lators are running out of useful things
~,afIPrQgrams ,that categorically ex-· the sort of tolerance they pretend to to do with their time. Last year .the 
:~,.clude,bygender" and warned that the' promote. Insofar as such, cases shed. state passed a law banishing the men­
:,:ischoolcould."reinfoice gepder ster~· light on this destructive hypocrisy, tion of .God from, state. coUrtroom
]"1ypes:aild generalizationstIn a typi-'. they yet may rouse public· opinion, 

;{(:al'j',version of, the ,kind of modern even in liberal.Manhattan" and allow 


. " she also ~aid, ,~We are' 
"blacklnail such Civil rlghts'organiza- the Leadership School's doors to open, 


.as schedUled, come September. ' 


'i" 

movie,' "The Hunchback 0df' Notre 
Dame." Foreign investors an Argen· 
tines are collectively relieved thatthe 
Menem·CavalIo drama is overand sut· 
ficiently convinced, for now, that Mr. 
Fernandez's UniversitY of .Chicago 
training, qualifies him as a cl(lssical 
liberal; he is.considered more ortho­
dox than Mr. Cavallo. Convertibility, 

growth haunt the economy. The,se are 
not caused by a lack oftechnical know· 
how, which, by all accounts, Roque 
Fernandez brings to the job. Economic 
malaise is instead rooted in the ab­

'sence of political will to continue with 
reform. The' feisty and sometimes 
hardheaded Domingo Cavallo had 
more than personality differences 
with President Menem and Congress. 
He was pushing hard for vital struc­
tural reform and butted heads with 
powerful polltical forces. . 
. The need for bold reform is more 

. critical than ever. Roque Fernandez's 
honeymoon' with invest,ors will .end, 
and a more vibrant economy wlll be 

. expected. Ahythirig more than stan: 
dard austerity measures will require 
.political skllls that the mild-mannered 
Mr. Fernandez does not have. He will 

president can supply. 
•carlos Saul Menem came to power 

in 1989, and his government has radi­
cally changed .Argentina. He likes to 
take credit Jor that. But· stability is 
only step one.' Gradualism in Ar­
gentina is not working well. The coun­
try is caught in a transition from a 
highly distorted state run economy to 
a more liberal economy. If Mr. Menem 
truly w;mts >'to leave a:. meaningful 
legacy, he must resist the ever-pre· 
sent temptation of anything-goes pop_ 

:::schoolYiolated the Fourteenth Amend- .. cion; '''No kid'is golng' to' th~t 'school· ---------...,.-- ­
. ;,ment and the 1964 Federal Civil Rights because they were assigned to it. This Asides 

oaths, ~O ~ow a c,~unty judge has de­
cided to ban'BibJes for such oaths pe­
cause you-know-Who is mentioned iri­
side. It now, appears that Jersey's 

'. judges can' swear. in jurors however 
.. they s~e fit. Maybe just a non-seCUlar". 

wllve oii"the Way into the bOX., . . 
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ERASING THE PASSED; PRIZE-WINNING SCHOOL BESET BY TEST-SCORE 
SCANDAL 

i!r .. " _ 

by Karen Avenoso 

FAI~FIELD, Conn. -- In this 'seaside town in one of the nation' s 
richest counties, Stratfield Schobl parents had plenty to brag about. 

They had T-shirts heralding th1eir PUbliC' school's two-time 
selection as a national Blue Ribbbn school by the OS Department o~ 
Ed.ucation. They had glossy cOPiesl of a 1993 Redbook magazine touting 
their school as one of the nation's best. And they had their pricey 
homes -- driven up in value by th1eir proximity to a prize-winning 
elementary school. . 

Then carne "Erasllregate." 

Since Fairfield school offici~ls disclosed in May that the answer 
sheets for Stratfield Elementary ISChOOI'S standardized tests had been 
tampered with, an entire suburban community has been rocked by 
intrigue and scandal.' . 

A former FBI agent, who once ilnvestigated Eastern bloc spies, was : 

hired to prob'e the cheating char~es. AC forensic scientist who worked 
on the O.J. Simpson case put 8-y~ar-olds' answer sheets under . 
microscopes and in chemical baths:, to try to find the perpetrator. 

.' 

The school board hired a public ielations firm, at a cost of $15,000, 
to do crisis control. . 'I 

Yet, despite all those efforts. to deal with what the Fairfield 
press has dubbed "Erasuregate," tempers remain raw and anxieties 
still race in this town of 53,000. 

These days, neighbOrSSniP~ aJ each other in local papers and at 
Little League games. Stratfield School students were pulled from the 
town's Memorial Day parade becau~e the.principal worried about 
potential taunting. As for the whodunit theories, ,they're as

I •
abundant as those in a Raymond Chandler mystery. 

It's just the sort of irnbrOglJo, observers say, that happens when 
parents with high expectations f~el betrayed by a school system that 
was supposed to send their childten straight to the'Ivy League. 

"If you're high-achieving and Iyou' really believe in something, 
it's pretty upsetting to have that belief shaken to its very 
foundation," said Philip Halligart, president of Fairfield's PTA 
Council. .::' " ' " I, , . . 

The troubles surrounding the ~tratfield School, a ~7-year-old 
school with 500 kindergartners through 5th graders, began at the, 'end 
of April. Superintendent Carol HArrington held a press conference to, 
announce that the publisher of the Iowa Test of Basic Skills, a 
comprehensive national test givert annually to many 3d and 5th 
graders, had studied the school'~ 150 answer sheets from January and 
obse~ved tampering on many examsi 

More ••• 
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Executive. the parent company of the Iowaat ~oughton Mifflil. 
Test publish.er, based their conc!lusions on comparisons between 
Stratfield' s~-~-eading-comprehensilon tests and those from two other 
high-performing elementary schoo1ls in Fairfield. The Stratfield 
tests had 3.5 to 5 times the number of erasures of the other schools' 
exams. And 89 percent of the Strlatfield erasures ended in a change 
to the correct answer -- compared to less than 70 percent of such 
switches at the other schools. ~uch results, Houghton Mifflin 
officials concluded, "clearly a~d conclusively indicate tampering." 

. The school's principal and mJny Fairfield residents said there is 
nothing suspicious about such r~sults. Still, the saga continued. 

'When students were retested In March, at the school board's 

request, Stratfield slipped beh~nd the other two schools. On the· 

test allegedly tampered with, Stratfield 3d graders scored higher 

than 89 percent of students nat~onwide on vocabulary and reading 

comprehension. On the monitored!retest, their scores fell to 80, 

percent for vocabulary and 79 percent for reading. 


The school year closed with Jore drama: Connecticut's education 
department studied tests given to Fairfield 4th graders in 1994 and 
1995. Again, Stratfield tests showed higher erasure rates than on 

~ 

the other scho<;lls' exams; again,! 89 percent of erasures ended in 
correct answers. ," 

"It is unlikely that this occurred b~ chance~" concluded Harcourt 

Brace, the publisher of the Conr'lecticut Mastery Test. 


But at the Stratfield SChOOl) staff and parents remain 

unconvinced that anyone did anything wrong, and are disgusted with 

having the integrity of their sthool attacked. 


Principal Roger Previs, an e~ucation award-winner and, ,a hero among 

local parents, maintains that "fhere has been no proof of 

tampering." He explains the high erasure rate as evidence of the 

school's emphasis on thorough, precise work. ,


I ' 
"You can look at the statistics and say something is wrong or 


something is right," ,Previs sai~. "These kids are taught to, 

self-evaluate. If you need to make a change, you do." 


parents,' particularly, have laliied to defend their beloved 
I ' 

school. Shortly after Harrington's announcement, the Stratfield PTA 

launched a "silver lining" camp~ign, pinning shiny ribbons with 

Stratfield pride slogans on. their cars, mailboxes and blue blazers. 

Parents ha~e formed, about a dozbn committees around the matter, 

including ,a scho,ol ~orale COmmi~tee, a "retesting dynamics" committee 

and a data-analysis committee. jl'hey have also sought advice from a 

Yale University therapist on how to handle their·children's trauma. 
, " I 

"Why tamper'?" asked parent Catherine O'Keefe, one of whose 

children took the controversiall test at Stratfield. "We are a strong 

school across the board, not just on tests.", ' 


More ... 

http:publish.er
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Stratfield Sch~ol parents say Ithey are particularly concerned 

about the impact of the events on their children, who have had 

television came.r.as thrust into their faces and "cheater school" 


. I ' .. 
insults slung at them. Many say their children think they caused the 
scandal and are worried about era~ing on tests again. 

'. I . 
Many are upset that Superintendent Harrington released the 

tampering reports publicly, hurtihg the school without sufficient 
evidence. One 'irate parent even siled the Iowa Test company, claiming 
that his property value has been biminished by what may be false 
charges. . . I 

Harrington insists she took th1e "high .road" by divulging the 

tampering. "If schools cannot stand for ethics and proper behavior, 

where are we as a school system?"! she said. 


. But some Stratfield supportersl ~re pointing their fingers right 
back at her, suggesting Harringto,n had an ongoing ego-battle with 
Previs and wanted to bring him ddwn. Their. suspicion? Sabotage. 

. "By winning all kinds of acco~ades, Mr. Previs has upstaged 

others .... This could have been a way to create controversy


!around the school," said Stratfield parent and alumnus. Cliff Myers. 

Beyond the school's Melville lvenue site, there are other 

hypotheses, most notably about ttie pressures on Stratfield School 

staff to live up to. their SCh001'is awesome reputation. 


Around town, there is also some not~so-subtle glee about the 
downfall of a school with standatdized test scores typically 20 to 40 
percent higher than those of oth~r Fairfield schools. . 

"There's always been this elitsm if you were in the Stratfield 

school, as if your kids were ble~sed somehow," said Clare Liberis, 

who has two children at another bf the town's nine elementary 

schools. "My kids. drink the samelwater.as those kids. No one knew 

the explanation for why Stratfield always did better. Now there is 

one." ~ r 

In the weeks since Fairfield schools let out, the Stratfield 
School drama goes on. Connecticut's former public safety . 
commissioner has been hired to s~rve as the investigation's 
"impartial overseer." A report r~leased by the state's top forensic 
scientist, Dr. Henry Lee, showedl several different patterns of pencil 
strokes on 81 3d-grade test sheeFs and a number of hand prints on 28 
exams. Stil',t- to come: Findings from a renowned edUcation professor 
at Michigan State University, an~ a case file from a network of 
former FBI agents whose typical~urf is tax fraud. 

http:samelwater.as
http:came.r.as
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Education -Daily. July 29. 1996 p- ,.., 
ED Requires'More Oversight For Student Support Services 
The Education Department has begun man­
dating that postsecondary schools evaluate 
their performance under the Student Support 
Services grant program, under final rules pub· 
Iished in Wednesday's Federal Register. 

Before awarding grants, ED will require 
schools to send documents showing how they 

. meet outcome-based performance standards, 
and how they fulfill the program's objectives. 

Prior to the rules-which became effective with 
.their publication-schools performed self-eval­
uations, but weren't required to submit them 
to the department. ' 

ED says that routing those evaluations 
through the department will allow it to keep 
better track of how the program is meeting its . 
goals to help needy students. 

As one of five Trio programs, Student Support 
Services helped fund remediation services to 
more than 165,000 students at 706 postsecond­
ary schools this year. 

Student Support Services offers tutoring, coun­
seling and. remedial instruction to low-income, 
disabled and first-generation college stUdents. 
Its goals are to increase college retention and 
graduation rates. 

The program was funded at a total of $144 mil­
lion in fiscal 1996. 

A House spending bill for fiscal 1997 would 
increase funding by $37 million for all five Trio 
programs to $500 million. 

That total does not include a breakdown for 

Student Support Services grants, however. 


For more information, see the July 24 Federal 
Register or contact Virginia Mason, Division of 
Student Services, .Education Deportment. 600 
Independence Ave., S. W., Portals Building, 

. Room 600D. Washington, D.C. 20202, 
(202) 708·4804. -Rebecca S. Weiner 

~¥~/ 
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A.C.L.U.' S¢es Unequal' EducatioI1, But... ' 

TO~::r~~i~O~Lin "Et Tu, A.C.L.U,?" Girls DeserVe Help· , 
(Op-Ed. July 18) , rri'isunderstands our' To the Editor: , .' ',' 

, 'oppositionio an <l,ll-girls junior high ,Derrick Bell (Op-Ed, July 18) dis~ 
: school in EasiHarlem: It,might help ti?gu~sh~sbe~ween ~e l?roposed all-
to explain our reasoiling:" girls JUnior I1lgh school In East Har~ 

,". ,Schools often fail to provide equal lem and the Virginia Military .Insti­
,educ;adonal, opportunities for girls. ': tute. Another difference is that while ' 
,TCI the extent that ,our education sys­ young women will no doubt seek ad­
tem.,'does shortchange girls, it per~ mission to the military institute once 
pelulites 'the already pervasivegen­ ,its doors are open' to them,' it , is 
der discritnination ,that character- ,doubtful,that the paren~ of sixth~ 

'1lzes our socIety. and .so profoundly, grade boys would enroUthem In a 
disadvantages glrls,an4 women. ' S~hOOl devoted to black and Hil>paruc 

Attempts t() create programs that glrls- even if it did admitboys,one , 
,are ,responsive to the needs of stu­ day. ", , " ", , 
dents ~,especially'girls and racial' " When schools like the .one proposed 
minorities ~,sl)oulli be enCouraged" in Harlem represent the power and 
)'ionetheless; regardless,of good in~ "opporti.lnitythat V.M.t o.ffers its ' 

, tentions':s.chool boards ~aynot, as a "male graduates,then it maybe ap­
, general ;rule;segregate by 'sex or' 

race wi,thout yiolatingthe Constitu­
,lion and Federal and.locallaws., 

,Mr. Bell also misUnderstands the' 
A,CJ..:U~Of course ,we promote' and 
qefend the rights of woinen ..African~ 

AmeriCans, lesbians and gays and 
'others. We ,champion ."Jiberal" and 
other causes, but' we, defend civil 
liberties regardless of how unpopu­
lar, or', '~poUtically incorrect", the 

',cause, or our' clients, ,may be. 'Re~ 
member Skokie? NORMAN SIEGEL 
Exec. Dir.; N.Y. Civil Liberties Union 

New York, July 20, 1996 
;. ,. , 

R
'o' 'h 'G'" " ,,' . roomaplaceofeQualopportunity~a SouthO~ne,~ark,N.~.,~uly22,~996,

, " 19 ts. et In the, Way", not by forming girls-only schools like, ,The wnter ,!S, an aVLatU.ln mamte~ " 
To the Editor: , ,that proposed for East Harlem. ,nance techmcLan for T. W.A. at La 
, "Derrick ,Bell. makes some good Ms. Orenstein's .recommendations' ,Guardia Airport. 
points '(O~Ed,' July IS). As an ele­ of. teXtbook reform to Include more' ' .• ,' 
mentary-school teacher,'lhave seen material on, women and'mandatory 
numerousg~d'ideas.neverbeadopt-teachertrainingto qiscourage gen-' 
ed bec~use:of ,fear for civil rights-, der bias are laudatClry; However, few 
legislation. , ' , ' " 
" Seve~a1 years: ago'agr()up of. edu­
cators 10 'Detroit suggested special 
classes taught by African-American 
men for akrisk African~American 
b~ys'in the p~mary ~rade&:' SOme 
ng~ts "gro~ps ,Imm~dl~tely started 
,crying racial stereotypmg.' '" 
,'AI~~girl college-prep, math clliSses 
In high school.have also been pro-' 
pose~ because capable girls often get 
lost m the shuffle in mixed classes. 

.. Educa~rs ,need ~e freedom to de­

~ .. help;"· LARRY WIENER 
..,., Alhambr~. Callf., July IS, 1996 

propriate, to' revisit the role of 
girls' schoc)ls, Until then,. girls~' 
particularly those ,subordinated by' 
racism as well as sexism - deserve 
every possible educational innova­
tion. 'PATRICIA HEALY HOWELLS 

' San Francisco, July 18, i996 , "mentation. ': 
, ,.' '. " , The last thing the nearly 7,000 New 

" , ," .' York-based T.,W.A. employees nee~-,
Teach Gender Bias ed during this tragedy was the May~ " 
To the Editor: , or's persistent criticism- of our air-

Peggy Orenstein ("All-Girl Schools, ,line, We grieve for our passengers 
Duck ,the Issue," Op-Ed, July 20) sug- and for the many fellow employees 
ges~ that the problem of bias in the' we ~ost on Flight 80Q" and we will, 
education ,of girls will bebest solved ~eme~ber Mayor GiuUani's rhetoric 
~y making the coeducational class- 1D November '97. ,"WI~LIAM RIos 

' if any teache~. education programs 
currently requlre th~irfaculty, who' 
traintfie teachers of 'tomorrow, to 
study this issue. " 

In a series of conferences that I 
administer at MaryrilountCollege 
Tarrytown, on ,this, subject; I have 
found that not one of more than SO 

,partiCipating institutions ,offers a 
course devoted to gender bias in ,the 
'classroom. Clearly, many deserving 
girls ,will ,slip through' the cracks' 
before the necessary'reforms are put 

slgn,programs to, help ,members,of', L"lplace:' , ELLEN S: SILBER 
all races and classes'and' both sexes , Bridgehampton, L.t,July 21,1996. 

, ,do the best they possibly can. It's a . The writer is director Of the Mary­
.shame that, too often rights, groups '. mount Col!egelnstitute for the Edu~ 
use laws to ~eny services to the very ,cation, Of .women and Girls. 

. groups these laws were intended to' , 

... A DiffereritG:O~p' 
'TO the Editor:, ,.. 
." Faye M.,Ariderson(Op-Ed; July 

;' 16) . writes ~Iegantly in telling Bob 
. ,!' ' Dole why he should have attended 
, , ., ' , ,.' 

.. ~ ,.theN.A.,A,C,Pi convention. Ms. An­
~!1erson p.oints out that anN.A.A.C;P. 

" :' founder; W. E.B: DliSOis, was it Re~ 
, publican~ However, she failed to noieIkp'uty Chief0JJt.rati~Offu:er . 
, , ' , ' k' 'R ' I 85' DIANE Ii! BAKER. Senior VICe PresIdent: ',' . that before F~an 1m o.ose,;e t, . ChiefFinancial Officer 

percent of Afrtcan-Amef1c~s were KATHARlNE Ii! DARROW. SmiorVice President ' 
, Republicans. Republicans were. dif ~ ~ tEONARDP. FORMAN. SeniorVice PreslCknt 
, ferent then., ,RAY RICKMAN .: LAlJRA J. CORWIN. SecretOry 
. ,:Pr~s.; R.I. Black Heritage Society' R1C!wmG, THOMAS. Treasurer 

",I,Providence, R:l':, July Ii, 1~96· ' , ~ ,..' 

.'1~!: .; .' . ":, 
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T.W.A~ ,Workers Resent :, 
.' • ., " , '., '.

GluIlanl s Postunng 

,To the Editor:, ' " 
The shameful posturing by ,Mayor 

Rudolph W. Giuliani shortly,after the 
crash of T.W.A. Flight'800 will not go' 
unnoticed by the, employees of the', " 
airline. While airlines do have crisis " 
management'plans in place to deal ' 
with the loss of an a,i.rcraft; the vari-' 
abIes and complications of a disaster 

'conspire against their smooth impJe­

, To the Editor: " ,,', 
,How shameful.for Vickie Cum~' , 
ma~k to have remarke~ that there Is; 

,an ~er~nt ~nfli~t of Interest after:'~. 
~ air dls~terwlth famUies of vic- ',' 
tlms lefll'm the hands of the people 

" who killed them'~ ("How to Inform 
'the FamUies:ls Quick Bett~r Than, 
,Right?" news article, July 21). ' ',,' ' 

We ~on:t yet know who "killed" ,'.i 
these ,vlctuns, but we do know that~.· 
whether accident or ~abotage, It was­
n't T.W.A. The members of the, 
T~W.A. "fainily", are also victims" 
both those who died and their grlev-
Ing loved ones. ' JOEL JACOBS' 

' ,Wantagh, L.I., July 22,1996 , 
The writer is a former Pan Am flight , 
attE;!ndant. . 

Start Budget Reform 
To the Editor: . ., .' . 

It's urifortunate that your July 1S< 
news article On proPosals wreform' . 
the broken state budget process dIs-,,: 
. missed th~ Senate Republicans'· plan, , 

. before giving any of the details. . . 
. Not simply another idea for a com­

. mission, our plan,recognizes that· It , , 
takes the Governor, the Senate and 

'$e Assembly to agree ona state' 
budget. Each side would be' repre-' ;:' 
,sented on the commission. . 

, . I would .be open to any proposal by 
': "the co.mmission and; fu·insure bip~rti~ 

. san support. would recommend that 
the Senate approve any proposai the 
commissiori has approved by. a two-,· : 

.' thirds vote. JOSEPH L.BRUNO 
. Senate Majority. Leader 

. . Albany, July 22,~1996 
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U.S.Permita 
Chancellor 
To Oust Board 
Legal Victory for Crew 
In Bronx School District 

By MARIA NEWMAN 

The United States Department of Justice 
handed SChools Chancellor Rudy Crew a 
significant legal victory yesterday In. hJs 
attempts to oust Car-melo Saez Jr., the res~ 
ientformer president of Community Schoei 
.District 9 In the Brou. who has been/re­
moved by three chancellors but returned to 
office by voters each time. 

In a letter issued Friday but not released 
until yesterday, Justice officials said _ 
had no objection to Dr. Crew's action to keep 
Mr. Saez and four other Dfstrtct 9 bIoIiI 
members from takl.na office. All of tbIIB·· 
served on the board suspended by Dr. crew 
in February. All were re-elected In May, 

It is the second time in a week that the 
Justice Department has sided with· the 
ChaDceUor, allowing him to use a new state 
law to keep re-elected board membem I'D 
suspended districts from takl.na office:' , .• 

Last week, the department also stated'. 
objection to his keepln& re-elected members 
in District 7 in the Bronx' and DistriCt 17 In 
Brooklyn from taking' office; All three 
boards had been suspended for wrongdoto&. 

The Justice Department only recently 0& 
came involved In the years-IOD& battle .... 
tween chancellors and elected _mUDItJ 
school board members, when P....al·oft.' 
cials said they wanted to.~ suca. 
actions did not violate _~=VOttila· 
Rights Act, designed to prUIect minority 
voters, •..'..:.. " 

Dr, Crew praised tbe,,".'ileparo; 
ment's ruling yesterday; . , .' be WM 
"gratified that the Federal . Uta 
kept the best interests of the pubUc school 
children in mind when maldng this dec~. 
sion." 

But the fight by suspended board mem­
bers to assume their seats may be far fnInt 
. over. 

Dr. Crew's suspensions of the three 
boards spawned several laWSUits, and It Is 
unclear what impact the Justice Depart­
ment's rulings will have on those cases. The 
cases were to return to Federal District 

""'~'-::';'~~;~,:.<:,o.un tomorrow, when a three-judge paael 

in Brooklyn was to hear arguments, primar­
ily whether regarding the Voting Rights Act 
applies. 

Lawrence E. Becker, the legal counsel for 
the Board of Education, said his office would 
file motions to dismiss the cases based on 
the decisions by the Justice Depanment... 

"We believe this answers to a large de­
gree the voting rights issue and that. the 
coun will be guided by it," Mr. Becker Said. 

But the lawsuits were based on other 
matters besides the board's adherence to 
the Voting Rights Act, and the courts have 
not always sided with chancellors who have 
tried over the years to oust board members 
they believed to be guilty of mismanage­
ment, misuse of their offices or outriWJ~ 
corruption. 

Mr. Saez said yesterday that he was dJia,. 
appointed by the Justice Department rulIDa. 

but said that the courts would side with tum 

because the ChanceUor had never pro·lei, 

any charges of wrongdoing leveled at hJ'Ql.~, 


. .. Since I've never been charged with an~ 


thing or convicted,l don't feel like I've los4~ 

Mr. Saez said. "And I will feel like I've lost' 

only after a Judge teUs me it's all rtgb(rui 

tum to violate the Constitution." 

Indeed, on July 3, Justice Joseph N. Glamr' 
bot at State Supreme COurt set aside Dr.. 
Crew's suspension of the District 9 bod' 
sayiD& the Chancellor had exceeded tus au; 
thortty by uaaeatlng the board members' it' 
May. . I 

The CbanceUor had lriitially suspendld 
tbe board In February. citing the SGadr 
Bronx district'S last-place raMinI- ... 
wide reading and math tests as well •.* 
televised repon that suggesced wronadaln& 

On Aprl130, JUStice Jerry L.C~ 
of Stale Supreme COurt in the 8,... 
nulUfted the susperudoos, l"IliIDa tUI 
tile Chancellor had acted without 
proper evidence. 

When the Chancellor appealed 
Justice Crispino's decision, he wu 
automatically granted authority to 
keep the board members locked out 

i of their offices until September, 
when his appeal would be heard. 

On May 15, citing a new repon by­
Edward F. Stancik, the schools' in­
vestigator, as evidence, Dr. Crew 
suspended the board again. It was in 
response to that second suspension 

. that Justice Glamboi ruled on July 3. 
Justice Giamboi distinguished be­

tween the removal of Mr. Saez, then 
the board president,. and the other 
members of his board, saying that 
the repon had implicated only Mr. 
Saez in any wrongdoing. Therefore, 
Justice Giambol ruled, the other 
members should be allowed to serve.. 

If• 


~~~t\J 


He recommended the reinstate­
ment of Mr. Saa pendina the Justice 
Department ruling. The Board of 
Educatifla appealed. 

Mr. Saez said that so far, courts of 
law have DOt determined whether he 
is &Uilt¥' at lIllY wroD(ldoiD&. incJud. 

ina die c::IIaraetI In Mr. St~'s 
report. 

.He also disputed Dr. Crew's elm­
tention that he had allowed cJtii4Pen 
In the district to nounder acadftli.. 
cally, saying that Board of Edilta­
HOI! statistics show test scoreS< 1ft 
his district have risen, ~gh 
they are still near the bottom in-the 
city.' ,il 

. "What keeps me going Is the tict 
that I know I haven't committ~ a 
crime," Mr. Saez said I 
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GAO: ED Met Most 
Recommendations For OPE 
The Education Departfilent has done much to 

. clean up its student aid operation over the past 
five years, fulfilling 91 percent of recommend- . 
ations from a trio of investigative agencies, 
Congress' watchdog says. 

Since 1991, the G€neral Accounting Office, 
ED's Inspector G€neral and the Senate 
Permanent Investigations Subcommittee have 
issued 205 major suggestions aimed at improv­
ifig the management offederal student aid 
programs, GAp says in a new report. 

The department took action on all but 19, 

which it either disagreed with or said it 

couldn't do without new legislation. 


RecoIDJriendations GAO deemed "significant" 
that ED hadn't acted on include: . 

• Requiring 'guarantee agencies to standardize 
loan accounting systems; 

• Collecting schools' job placement rates from 
accrediting agencies; and 

• Coordinating data with the Labor and Vet­
erans' Affairs departments to cut down on pa­
perwork and overlapping functions among stu~ 
dent loans and job training programs. 

In addition to not acting some requests, ED's 
Office of Postsecondary Office failed to take 
adequate action on 19 other recommendations, 
GAO says. . 

The actions GAO .deemed in~omplete include 
ED's attempts to effectively screen out stu­
dents who are ineligible for federal aid. 

In the. report, David Longanecker, ED's assist- . 
ant secretary for postsecondary education, said 
the numerous ED has taken to address the 
concerns "fully demonstrates our commitment 
to .... ensuring the integrity of the federal stu· 
dent aid program." . 

v.~~ G¢' . 


One major change the department made, he' 
said, was the implementation of the National 
Student Loan Data System (NSLDS) to cut . 
down on fraudulent loans. 

ED says the new system, which helps identify 
students who have defaulted on loans, kept 
100;376 students from receiving additional fed­
eral support, saving the government about 
$280 million in the 1995-96 award year. 

Still, GAO says ED isn't doing enough to meet 
the recommendation to streamline and mod­
ernize its information systems which came 
from the Senate subcommittee. . .. 
NSLDS "checks and data analyses may screen 
out obvious errors and inconsistencies; how­
ever they do not ensure that the remaining 
data are valid and accurate," GAO said. We 
"believe that the department has not ade­
quately tested the accuracy or validity of loan 
data in NSLDS." 

"StatU8 ofActions to Improve the Management 
ofStudent Financial Aid· is available free for 


. the first copy and for $2 for additional copies 

from the U.S. General Accounting Office, P.O. 

Box 6015, Gaithersburg, Md. 20994.6015, . " 

(202)512·6000, or in{o@www.gao.gov. 
-Rebecca S. Weiner 

mailto:in{o@www.gao.gov


, ' 

._--------,. 
" " ""·· ", ',.; mfJt'-'tW~ington ~imtS 

, 'S 
, 

\'(\.~ ',~ TUESDAY, JULY 30, 1996 ·.~k~'S~l,·.· 

JOHN LEO 
------,..._--.. ' ,-------_.._,-.... 

: . . 

N~w~:~~~W:;;:~='· ·C·0:ur·tm~·g closur"e'on

. . Military Institute, the next.. ' . . 

national uproar over single-, " , ',', " 

\:~~~~~:~~~~~~i:~~ .grr.Is'p'ublic school? 
" 'It's a gu"ls-on!y public school, open­

ing in September, and serving most: 
ly black and Hispanic girls in School 
'District 4 in East Harlem. U nlessthe 
courts step in. the school will start, 
with SO seventh-graders and later 
expand into a full middle sChooL 

This will be the first single-sex pub­
lic school in the city in a decade, or 
since the civil rights movement vir­
tuallyeliminated such schools'across 
the country. The word "leaderShip" in 
the school's title is a rather, obvious 
indiCator, tha~ the idea is to concen­
trate on turning out successful, 
upwardly mobile women, "This is not, 
a school for secretaries;' one parent' 
told the New York Daily News. ' 

A lot of people are greatly upset 
over the plan, largely because they 
fear a legal precedent forwhites-only, 
blacks-only orboys~only public 
schools. . '.' . " 

Derrick Sell;the radical-black law 
professor, is in favor of the school. So 
are many feminists, such as USA ' 
Thday columnist Susan Estrich"and 
theconservativethlnktiink, the Man­
hattan Institute;, Among. those 
opposed are the New York Civil Lib­
erties Union, the National Organiza-' 

. '. ,,' 
lion for v,:omen (New York City chap­
ter) 'and the generally conservative 
Michael Meyers, head ·'of the New' 
York Civil Rights Coalition., 
'. It's too bad that this school is get­

ting tangled up iil race~d~gender 
politics, because it deserves a chance 
to stand on its own merits. If we put 
aside ideology and strategic consid-' 
erations, it Comes down to this: Why 
can't we extend tb. nUriority and pOOr 
youngsters the sameoption for single-
sex education that well:-<>ff parents 
exercise when theysend their daugh~ 

' ters to the fancy private girls' schools 
fOlind all over Manhattan? ' 

The new school should be juStified 
as a reasonable option offered to a 
constituency that has all toO few. As it 
happens, District,4 in East Harlem 
has set up 23 different schools (some 
of ,them actually programs withiri 
schools), including three concentrat ­
ing on math and science, two on the 

, petforming arts,a writing school, a 

, 
highschool for homosex1ial students, 

'- with hardly a ripple of protest Why 
is that less controversial than a school' 
for girls? , 

Some observers, tJ)ing to connect 
the dots between their opposition to 
all-male VMJ and support for the all­

. female Young Wom~n 's LeaderShip 
School, have fallen back on victim 
theory, The new girls' public school 

. "isa compensatory effort," wrote cine 
New York columnist, arguatily "a 

,remedial effort,a limited and:,care­
fully tallored way to correct past dis­
crimination against girls," , 

No, no, no, Victim theory requires 
constant reminders of oppression; 
deprivation andsecond·dass status ID 

' justify girls:-<>nly schools. In effect, it ' 
'means that ifthe sChool is to beCome 
permanent, it 1000cauy depends on 

, finding more and more patriarchal 
oppression to justify it. This is not the 
way ,to go. . 

Gender politics in our schools are 
prep schooland a maritime school. 'still suffering a hangover from the 
Why not a girls' school, or a boys' famously bogus 1992 report by the 

'school, as well? A decade ago, the American Association of University 
HarveYMilkSchoo~nowprivate,was Women, "How Schools Shbrtchange 
established as a publicly funded city Girls?' A politicized rev.Tite of studies 

in the field, the AAUW report drew 
big headlines by alleging vast gender 
bias in the schools. 

Among the scholars distancing 
themselves from the findings of this 
report is one hired bytheAAUW itself ' 
for a follow-up studY,Valerie Leeof the 
UnivetsityofMichigan, Ms, Lee found 
a much murkier and more balanced 
picture than the AAUW, and conclud­
ed: "Not all academic outcomes favor 

. boys, nor are they as large as some 
recent public discussions would imply. 
We would like to see the study of gen­
der equity moved away from the polit­
ical arena!', Amen. 

Victim theory seems to have little 
to do with the rise of the Young 
Women's Leadership School. Some 
accusations of bias toward boys has 
been heard, but most conversation 
seems to focus on distractions of the 
mating dance at the avex:age school, 
and how much freer girls are to con­
centrate on sch'oolwork when boys 
aren't in class. If we want to study 
gender equity away from the politi­
cal arena, let's consider the East " 
Harlem school as' an experiment 
toward that goal. New York City has . 
1,045 schools integi"ated by gender. 
Surely it can afford to set up one of 
these for girls. 

John Leo is a contributing editor of 
, US,News & World Report and a 
, nationally syndicated columnist 
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Garrison state asa terror victory 


I
n the early morning hours 
Saturday, the celebration of 

, the 100th anniversary of the 
, Olympic Games was soiled, by 
a random act of terrorism all too 
familiar in today's world. A bomb 
exploded in ,Atlanta's Centennial 
Olympic Park, leaving two per- . 
sons dead and injuring more than 
100" , 

Because of the Games, Atlanta 
was supposed to be the most 
secure city in the world, full of 
troops, metal.' detectors and the 
latest in anti-bomb technology. It ' 
still happened; proving what most 
of us, have. always known - if 

'someone is determined to commit , 
such an act, very little can be done 

~; 

to thwart it. 
, Cpming as it did only a few days 

after the destruction ofa TWA jet, 
the Olympic bomb is all the more 
frightening in its implications'. 

This country's openness always 
has made it vulnerable to terror­
ism. It is the price we pay for our 
freedom, for our ability to move 
'about without fear. But our world 
is no longer limited to the land, 
between tWo great oceans. We are' 
only hours away from eve'nts in 
the most far-flung, areas of the 

.Earth, an<:\" their ripples of vio"' 
lence are reaching us with more 
and more regularity. In any cas~, 
O}dahoma,City.taught us thatter·:· 
roristsdon't have to be foreign­

"",' , 

e~" ' 
What can be done about it? We 

can make it as difficult as possible 
for those who would disrupt, Ol,lr 
way of life to succeed. But secu- , 
rity can and should be allowed to 
gojust so far"It should not be per­
mitted to turn us' into a closed 
societY ofxenophobes cowering in 
our bunkers. For if that- takes 

. place, it becomes the ulpmate vic­
tory for terrorism,and,the spirit 
of the Olympics will be lost for:­
ever to a world that desperately 
needs it. 

Dan Tho1!1asson is editor of 
Scripps Howard News Service., 

--.., 
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Eco."om.ists Dub Privatization 
'Risky Busines( For Schools 

There is no evidence a business can manage 
public schools successfUlly, reduce costs and 
make a profit, an economic thi.D.k tank says. 

While the prospects of private management 
tantalize school districts looking to improve 
student achievement. ~e have no positive' 
track record for this particular model," Max 
Sawicky. an economist, said at a news briefing 
yesterday. 

A new book by Sawicky and two other authors 
for the nonprofit Economic Policy Institute . 
(EPD. however, offen recommendations for 
schools that want to give it a shot, from.using 
competitive biddinc to measuring succes8. 

Sawicky, a teacher educ~tor and an educa­
tion writer analyzed the practice of contract· 
ing out by scrutinizing the arrangement of 
Educational Alternatives Inc. (EAI) with Bal­
timore, one of the earliest and longest experi­
ments in private management. 

EA! managed nine schools in Baltimore from 
1992 to this year, when the company refused 
to accept cuts in its $44 million annual 
payment. 

Although EA! spent 26 percent more per stu­
dent in Baltimore than the average cost per 
elementary student districtwlde, no c1~ar aca-· 
demic gains were made. The company's prof­
it came from stock sales. EPI says. 

Another recent report also found no signifi­
cant student achievement gains in several 
experiments with privately run public 
schools, although the contractors provided 
other benefits, such as improved. ap:ess to 
computers and building repairs. . . 

. Currently, EA! holds no contract to manage 
public schools. The Edison Project manages 

single schools in Boston, Wichita, Kan., 
Mount Clemens, Mich., and Sherman. Texas. 

"For reformers in search ofproven. innova­
tions or demonstrated cost savings, contract­
ing is the wrong option," the book says. 

settin, The Stage . 
EPI says school districts considering manage- • 
ment contracts should: 

- Encourage competitive bidding and re­

search the companies that apply for 

contracts, although currently there are . 

few firms that manage public schools; 


-Write contracts with accountability and 

ijerformance standards; and 


- Collect good student performance data be­
forehand for comparisons. 

.' 

"Ris~ Business: Private Man.agement ofPub­
lic Schools- is $19.95 from Economic Policy 
Institute. 1660 L St. NW, Suite 1200, Wash. 
ington., D.C. 20036, (800)374-4844. 
-Regina Lightfoot~Clark 
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Record Number of Adults Earn High School Equivalency Diplomas
By DEB RIECHMANN 
AP Education Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A record half-million adults earned high
school equivalency diplomas last year, joining a roster of 
well-known test takers that includes Bill Cosby, the late Navy
Admiral Jeremy Boorda and Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell.

Last year, nearly 724,000 adults in the united States and Canada 
completed the General Educational Development test, commonly known 
as the GED, according to a report released today by the American 
Council on Education. . .. . . 

Seventy-two percent, or 523,463 pe~ple, passed and received 
credentials - the largest number since the test began in 1943 to 
help World War II veterans earn high school credit~ 

"I've always been proud of the fact that I did it and I've 
given talks to motivate others to do it," said Campbell, R-Colo •. 
"I tell them if they want to straighten out their lives, the GED 
is·part of that opportunity." . 

.. Campbell took the test while serving in the Air Force in the 
early 1950s. A self-described "troublemaker," cam~belldropped 
out during his senior year at Placer High School 1n Auburn, Calif. 
In 1992, he returned to the school to walk through commencement 
with the graduating class. . .: 

More than 10 million adults have earned GED credentials in the 
~ast 25 years. The number. qf adults earning GED diplomas has 
1ncreased by 19 percent during the past decade, the report says.

The GED is a battery of five tests that measure the general
academic skills and knowledge usually acquired in four years of 
high school. They test writ1ng skills, social studies, science, 
interpretation of literature and the arts, and math. 

"Those who take the GED test are a richly diverse group," the 
report says. "Some have recently. dropped out of school. others 
have been out of school for several years. Most take the tests to 
qualify for further education, and others hope that passing the GED 
will encourage their children or their grandchildren to stay in 
school." . 

Dave Merkowitz, a spokesman for the American Council on 
Education, which operates the. test, said it has been more heavily
promoted in recent years, increasing awareness and raising the 
number of adults signing up to take it. 

"The GEDis a gateway to further education and training, and 
with the premium that's being placed on education,in the workplace, 
more people want to take it," Merkowitz said.. . 

Still, ,only 1 ~erc~nt of adults without ~iplomas in the united 
states and 1tS terr1tor1es earned GED credent1als last year, the 
report says. In 1990, more than 45 million adults in the united 
states and territories did not have a highschool diploma. 
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GED Participation Continues 

To Edge Upwa:d, ACE Says 


The number of adults taking General Educa­

tional.Development (GED) tests increased 

2 percent in 1995, continuing an upswing that 

started in 1993. 


The number of people with disabilities served 
Last year, 723,899 adults completed the tests, by th~ GED program also continued to rise in 
11,4 78 more than the previous year, the Amer­ 1995. GED reports a 19 percent rise in the
ican Council on Education (ACE) says in its an- . number of people taking special editions of the
nual GED report; released last week. . test. and a 17 percent increase'in the number 

receiving special aceommOdatioll8l
. About 72 percent of the individuals who com­

pleted all five tests met their jurisdiction's "Who Took the GED? GED 1995 Statistical 
score requirements for passing the GED. Report" is $20, plus $5 for shipping, from GED 

Fulfillment Service, P.O. Box 261, Annapolis 
GED Testing Service, which ACE operates, is Junction, Md. 20701, (301)604-9073. 
not surprised by the recent increases in test -Matthew Dembicki 
takers.'· 

Company, state and local officials have focused 
public relations campaigns on building a GED Changi",. Witla The Time.stronger recognition okhe program. targeting 
specific audiences. such as people with dis­

The GED Testing Service aims to transform itsabilities. . 
test by decade's end to reflect school reform 
and changing workforce demands. The number of test takers planning to go on to. 

a postsecondary education has steadily in· . The revamped test will mirror changes in high creased over the decades, from 35 percent in school curricula, as well as the requirements of1966, to 66 percent in 1994 postsecondary schools and employers, say offi­
cials for the General Education Development More than half a million of the 1995 test tak· (GED) program. 

erst roughly 64 percent. indicated they planned 
to pursue a postsecondary education. "We are exploring ways to revise test content, 

format and delivery methods and increase the
Regional Differences use of technology to <leveJop, score, and keep

Seven states-Alaska, Idaho, Vermont~ Maine.. recorda on the tests,· said Jean Lowe, director
Oregon. New Mexico and Obio-reported at of the QED Testing Service. 

least a 10 percent increase from 1994 in the 

number of people taking the test. 
 That includes administenn, the test on . 


. computers. . 

But that was slightly offset by five state&­

Delaware. Michigan, New Jeney, Wyoming 
 . The firm expects to appoint next month a task 
and Rhode Island. plus the District ofColum­ force of about six GED.administrators to study 
bia and two other juriSdiction&-Which had the feasibility of testinc via computer.
drops of at least 10 percent. . -MatthewDembicki 

More ••• 
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GED ~articipation ContiDues To Edge Upward (Cont.) 

;;-_-_ Trends In ~ED Testing, 1990-96 

Number of 
GED teet 

, Number 01 
people 

compleu, 

p8ftleIl&ap 

-tiDe 
aeoN 

require- Averap 
Avera.. 
yean of 

Percent 
pl.nnin. 
further 

Numberot 
credeniiaU 

Year eenten battery menu ale IJCboolill« study issued 

1990 3,316 662,789 69.9 26.5 9.9 56.5 431,231 

1991 3,445 706,182 71.5 26.4 9.9 58.6 483,854 

1992 3;401 ·688,582 71.4 26.6 9.9 61.4 479;252 

1993 3,250 685,304 71.4 26.0 9.9. 61.7 489,474 

1994 3,300 712,421 73.0 26.6­ 9.9 65.6 510,587 
-

1995 3,255 723,899 72.~ 26.3 9.9 63.7" 523,463 

Source: American Council on Education,·"Who tooll 1M GED' GED 1996 Statistic4l &porl•• July 1996. 
." 
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• 	 Lightweight Auto: DOE's Oak Ridge: Lab in lN, and 'Thompson Aluminum '. 
Casting in Garfield Heights, OH, have joined with a major U.S. automaker for the 
commercial production of aluminum vehicle and motor parts. Reducing the weight 
of automotive parts substantially improves fuel consumption of automobiles and will 
reduce U.S; dependence .on imported oil. 

• 	 FL Defense, Conversion: On'July 14, two new compaIiies signed leases furthering 
DOE's efforts to privatize'the Pinellas Plant. :While one' company will manufacture 
heavy equipment and parts for the paper industry, the other will produce electronic 
components. By'meeting the challenge to convert defense production facilities to 
private business and reinvigorate the local economy, DOE is sharing its ,,j 

mallUfacturing and high technology development expertise with the public and 
industry. ' 

• 	 Secretary's Schedul~: On July 31-August 2, Secretary O'Leary will lead the U.S. 
delegation to the Hemispheric Energy Ministers Meeting in Santa' Cruz, Bolivia. 
The meeting will be an opportunity for the ministers' and private sector' ' 
representatives from the hemispheric region to assess progress and recommend the 
next steps for energy cooperation, as you initiated, at the 1994 Summit of the 
Americas. The ministers will sign a communique outlining the next steps and their 
recommendations for the agenda of the Summit on Sustainabie Development planned 
for December in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION , ;Xla' 
. ,.,~.~\.t - &:l t\ l\"~ ~\m,'Lx.., : '\0 Lr-.. G\,\'+B '. 

" 

7, ",',
<0.,I'.L){' &. Bacl{'To Schoolf"]ecre~dry~l~y l~pI~g the 1996 Amenca Goes Back To (rfru\ 
\ ' ,School: Get Involved! initiative, which will be 'co-chail;ed by Mrs. Gore, National 

~c)PTA President Joan Dykstra, Southern Illinois University President Ted Sanders, and 
\ ' Bo Jackson. ,Secretary Riley has written tei Cabinet Members, Members of 
\' Con~ress, and Govem?rs to e~courage their participation. The.. ~epartment is 
, 	 sendmg every sc~ool mformatlOn on how to organize an A,menca Goes .Back to 

School event.[,-­
.' 	Secr~tary's Schedule: On August 9, Secretary Riley is scheduled to travel to Ne'Y 

Mexico to join Senator Bingaman in an event to focus on hispanic education issues. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY' 

o 	 Project XL Reinvention Project: 'On July 24, EPA and 000 announced a pilot 
project to improve environmental performanCe:! ,at the, Vandenberg Air Force Base in 
Santa Barbara, CA. 'This project is part of EPA's Project XL and 000' s reinvention 

Cabinet WeekJy Report. July 19 - :July 26. page f 3 
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. '. . . ' . Labor.saving technology does typl. Could the trend reverse on Its ow~,· ,Yc''.. :.'. h"'. . l' . ." ,,' .' cally lead .to fallltlg product prices, with future technological, change' c·: 
· .... . ' . ,which' sometimes i stimulates sales raising the relative demand for un- ',' .\/ . . ec· no 0 gy S enough to sustairi.,or Increase em- skilled workets?Claudla GOldin. and-.'N. 

, . ',' . ployment. The meChanization of the Lawrence Katz, economists at Har~'. " • , ."'\ ..,' "E'. d'. • . .'Ad' : t textile Industry In the eariy 19th cen- vard University, point· out that 'the . ' '.' . 
.1.--' '. . let··.· . ap .tu. ry, which ...transformed. cotton ·19th-ceritu.ry transitlonfrom.attlsan /'\ . 

, ., .clothing·into Ii staple, fits this de-workshops' to. assembly' lines did ... 
. . . . ..' '. . . ·.scrlption, More typlcally~ though, strongly favor unskilled labor, . Gun­'0 . 'Lo' 0 t' employment shrinks as sales expand making, for'· example, . was. trans-,·. r· ' se u -thlnk;of farmers, say, or movie formed from a complex task for met-. \' '. 

. . . . projectionists, who used to change' a1 cutters and shapers to a much, 
) reels every 10 or 15 !'"Inutes and now simpler process of fitting: machine- .'. ' 

preside over automated multiplexes. made parts together, '" . ; , 
." Bu~ economists arg~e th~t the job . By contras~;wlth mOdern· techno]- .'. Change Drives Growth, creatlon.job dest~ct1On dichotomy. ogy the winners In the last two dec- , 
. misses a central pomt. If competitive ades have been workers. with L'le ~" '.ButPutsLabor atRisk. labor markets are worJdng accord· 

. Ing to Hoyle, they say, most workers 
" , . . will find different jobs, That is cer· . ':. 

By PETER PASSELL' tatilly the case in the. United States, .' 
,:where total employment has gr()WD ' 


. NEW' MILFOim, Conn; _. Louie PokryWka as rapidly as the la~or force, even . 

makes a' false start before bringing. an. elaborate thrOUgh, .the wren~hJng changes of 

schematic. of the Kleenex production line to bls the 1980 sand 1990 s. . 

computer screen. "Until a few weeks ago I hadn't, Hence,. mainstream economists 

sat down at a, keyboard: since high school typing., ag~ee, that- the level of unemploy,. 

class "apOlogized the' line operator at Kimberly. \. ment IS largely determined by the


" . . ' '. . luck and skill, of the G()vernment In 
. Clark spaper products mill here: But his job Is manipulating Its levers . over the. ..~ 


rapldl~ evolving from grunt work - such as lifting economy. "You can have full em. 

boxes - to the more demanding tasks of monitoring ployinent at any level of technology," 
 THBNBW YORK.TIMBSprecisiOn machinery., ,.concluded Herbert Simon, a Nobel 


'. . Mr. Pokrywka, one of the handful of, employees Prize-winning economist at Came. 
 THURSDAY,IULY 25,)996who .oversee the SOPhlstl~a~ed robots that churn out gle-Mellon University. . 

Kleenex Pocket Packs, Isn t feeling sorry for him- That does not· mean technology 

self, though. And for good reason: he Is on the right affects all workers equally. For one 


, :--"
,side of the invisible line dividing the Industrial labor thing, said james Heckman, an econ~ 

· .force Into two camps - a well·pald minority that. omlst at 'the .Unlverslty of Chicago, ',":' 

tend!! machines and an unprivileged army of work· . "It puts a big premium on their ca- , " 

ers who, In effect, compete with them. :' ' , paclty to adapt." . . 
Indeed, while the percentage of adults working In The point Is not lost on managers '\3 


the Uhlted States has not been higher since World at Kimberly.Clark. "When we. hire 

War II; many sense the~ are trapped In a Darwinian,' now, we're thinking about how easily 
 . ,y" .' .
struggle, with the computer . literate atop the .food ·a person can' be trained to do differ· 

,chain. The resulting anxiety has r.alsed anew a ent jobs," said Llzanne Gottung, who ~ 


,>'-, ~question older than Karl Marx:, Is technology.de-managesthe production of Huggles' .~' 
. stroying the good.jobs,leavlng the unskilled and just at the New Milford plant. . . , ,~ 

.~plain unlucky to survive on the economy's scraps? That's flne by Mike Thomas, a 41· !,~O" 
To Jeremy RlfJdn, ,the anti',~orporatlst writer, the year-old line worker In Ms. Gottung's 


answer Is clear. "Human labor Is becoming increas· departmentwhonas'beenat Kimber­
ingly tangential and Irrelevant In an ever more ly·Clark .for 16 years.Dlaper~mak- . 


. automat~d world," he wrote In "The End of Work" ' .. lng, which used to be a. matter of 
,,(Putnam). But In the view of mainstream econo- . attaching piece A to tab B by hand,ls 


mists, the latter-day Luddltes are tilting at wind· now acomputer-drlven process In 

mills. .' . .' . " which humans monitor the electron· 
 ~t 

Technological change, they argue; does not so . . Icmonltors arid .servlce the moving. 

much destroy . jobs as redistrIbute the. fruits, of. parts. "I'm an old dog who's adjust- . 

e\!eryone~s . labor. In recent decades it has also . ed t~ three pr~u¢t changes In the 

widened the gap In wages between the Skilled and last year:' Mr;'.Thomas explained 

unskilled, violating most people's sense of economic, 'proudly." ..' , . . .' . 

Justice. By the!!ame tokell, though; technological . , . But William Baumol and r:d Wolff, . 


· . change can be reined In only at the risk of, undermln- economists at New York ,Umversity, 
ing the economy's c:apaclty to grow~', ' . . arguelbat ol~er, I~ssed~cat!!d work~ 


The challenge then for the technology·age econ- , 'ers are~ at a' serious disadvantage .. 

omy is to find a'~ay Into balance. "In a better world, I And the resulting Illcrense)n em-

we'd use some of the frul~~ I)f technological change'ployerseleCtlVIt:Yh~IPsexpialn' why ,. 


, to compensate the 10sers~ DanIel Hamermesh, an. people: who lose, their, jobs are, on~. 

. economist at the, UniverSity of Texas, said. , . average, staying out of work longer. , 


Everyone at the Klmberly·Clark plant under·, 'The biggest' worry, though, Is a 

. widening wage gap, While other fac- " 
Continued on Page D4 , tors' certainly come into play, re- . .--' ------,- ­

Continu,ed From First Bu'siness Page searchers generally agree that'tech­

nology has helped t~ drive the wedge 


. . between the wages of ' the winners 
stands the uneasy relationship be­ and losers. " tween technology and jobs. When Mr; ­
"Fora long time economlstsas~Pokrywka (pronounced po·KREEF. 

. sumed the rising tide of productivitykuh) . started at the mill In 1980, a ~~. .'.,: ·..~:::i'.··:" 
staff of 16 prodilced fewer than hillf .~}::(.~:. "would carry alfboats;" Frank Levy, "', . 
the . Pocket Packs a crew of 5 'can an economist at M.I.T.; recalled: . ,',' 

" .;;;deliver today. Since the. early 1990's; "We've learned better." , 
. employment a~. the plant has fallen ..La~rence Mlshel, research dlrec • 
from 1,250 to 1,100. And while Beri tor of the Economic Policy Instltute,­

.', 

Pruet; Its manager, notes that the. speclaJlzes In measuring how far the 
\'cuts ,have. been made "entirely •boats are o\it'of sync. He estimates .' :.' . 

. through attrition," It is undeniably that In 1979 the average hourly wage 
more difficult for local reSidents .of workers in the top 10 percent of the (. 

". ~. ~~.; • , I.lacking specialized .skills to earn a·,.·. . ;,pecking order was 59 percent higher 
middle-class income.' ..• . thim for those in themlddle. By 1995,

,IUechnology did not eliminate cer~ ,,:". • !" 
that had grow!l to'76percent More, " . . ~ .uiin jobs, however, overall living ominously, jobs paying wages that ,::;..:,standards could ,not grow. Take the . could not support a family above. the ", ," 

case of electromechanical switches,. poverty Hne had jumped from 24which largely replaced telephone op­ percent to 30 percent ofthe total..erators before World War II. If they -' \~". ";
" ','

hadn't, there WQuldbe tens or even 
,.. t; """ j ':hundreds,of thousands more Ernes­


tlries making a' living itt switch­ ::\ (~"'.
. i ,,:' ,'t,;.;,.".boards. But telephone service would ., 
still bea near·luxury, and the com~ , r ,.munications revolution ':- which cre­

ilted tens of thousands of new, better­

paying jo~s. -;. would have been 

strimgleq in the. crib. 
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smarts and adaptive skills to keep 
the machine running well, or to build' 

fits provided In the gerierouswelfare 
states of Western Europe. 

. ~..'" 
.,.io...... 

new ones. In theory the pendulum, The/catch is t",at Europeans liv(;'! .,~..,.J' 

could swing back again, reducing the· with 10percel)t unemployment for 
demand for the skilled and raising· adults and much higher rates for the , ' 

demand for the unskilled. But while young. "I'd settJe for EUI:Qpean·level 
.there Is some tentativeevldente ijlat . unemployment if we could haveEu· 
the gap is no longer 'widening~ 
rapidly, nothing on. the admittedly' 

ropeanwages," Mr. Mishel respond· 
. ed., .' , . ' 

\'! • 

cloudy technological horizon sug·, Economists from the center and 
gests the'trend will reverse soon. ,right, prefer Income or wage subsi- . 
. A more Intriguing possibility is, ,dies that do not raise the cost of' 

that workers will respond to increas­ labor: One Indirect route to .ralslng " 

Ingly obvious financial incentives, . the . living standards of'low-wage ',,' 

and that the resulting growth in the' . workers, for example, Is national" 
.1 supply of skllled labot wtllswamp " health Insurance 'or child care. The 
J demand. If enough people Investin ;'. more direct route Is to stimulate'. 

education, the wage imbalance could • demand for less productlveworkers 
correct itself. "We're already seeing' by subsidizing .businesses to employ 
a very larg~supply, response"as':them;' .' ' .. ' , '. " . ' ......'•. 
measured t>y the percentagepf. Edmund Phelps, a Columbia Unl·' 
Americans going to college, Mr. Katz' t. verslty eConomist, has long crusaded 
noted... " ." . '" forc~sh grants ,to employer~ who , 

Equally Important, upgr1!-dmg' '. hire low-wage workers, arguing. that . 
'. skills is becoming the rule, not the, '.' this I~ the least Intrusive approach .. 
, exception, for workers in the middle~ "But: he acknowledges that. Federal··.' , 

Mr. Heckman points to 'survey data 'cash to the workers themselves - Ii ' .' 
· showing that" ,40 percent'. of sales" beefed~up: version. of, the' current .. ',' 
workers and 23 percent of materials . earned-income tax credit ..;,. would" , 
handlers are.. receiving training ar, have much the same effect. .' . 
least once a year. . " .' .". The catCh, of course, is cost. While' 

But the price tag for a farmore,the Clinton Administration managed 
skilled labor force would be sub~tan.: a significant ' expansion, of· the, 
tlal. Mr. Heckm!Ul estir:nates that It. "earried.lncome tax credit In 1993 aild 
would cost $400 billion to, give low­ . still talks Wistfully about ambitious' ". 

· end workers the skUl~ to return their " training Initiatives, "nobody warits to . 
, 

" real,wages to the levels of the early 'spend the money to. seriously ad- , . 
1970 s. An ambitious, G.I. Bm·style , dress the wage gap problem," Mr. ' 
push for mass higher educatlO~. he 'Heckman argued. . , , ,,' . " . 
says, would cost $1.6 trillion - far, 
mo~e than ever- the $20 billion annual 

. Meanwhile. technology· marches. 
on..;. arid 'workers scramble to stay 

",\ 

"~'" ' 

I.',: 

~raming budget Bill Cli~t~n proposed. on Its benign side. "'Youjust 'jump: '. :.., ; 

· In the 1992 ca~patgll" . '.,' in" Mr. Pokryvika at Kimberly.., 
, It Is hard to fmd an economist who '" • , " 
does not see some merit in education,' Clark exp~~ined,. and do whatever, ' 
at the very least In easing accesa to ", whenever. 
college and midcareer technical 

'~,: . 

training. But it is also hard to find an . '; 

· economist who thinks lnvestmenUn 
· "human capital" Is the whole an·" 

swer. .' . ' . ..', .. ' " . 
"" i:' 

Traditional liberals like Mr. MI~,., 
shel would use . GovernmeQt regula~<; 

. don to offset· unfavorable wage 
· trends. He favorS a cOilslderably 
· higher minimum wage, along with,. 
mandatory· employer-paid' benefits,· " 
like health insuranc~ and longvaca-· . 
Uons ­ In general, the sort of bene-' 

'j " , 

/ 

.s' 
,', 

'~ ....: 

'.;' 
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) 
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felt as 
. pain,. disappointment and anger as we 
did. Wben the Soviet Union Invaded', 
Afghanistan Iii ])ecember 1979; President 
~er dedded to protest by barring U.s. 
athletes from competing In the 1980 
Moscow Games. ' 

I'v.e never had a more frustrating 
experience. 1 was part of a delegation \ 

. that went to the White House to "discuss" 
the matter with the president; Butthe 
'decision had been made, and there was 
absolutely nothing that could be,done. 
We, stayed home In the summer of 1980. 
and my Olympic dream died. AU my 

I work went, for nothing. ' , 
Or did It? No, It's true Idld!1't get to 

, compete In the OlympiCS. and that Is stili 
disappointing. But rather than dwell on 
the negative, I've concentrated on the 

"".J)osltlve: the Journey. As a member of 

',', ';. 

dt. ' , 
Crockett, a teammate In 1980 who 

went on to Win a silver medal at the 1984 
, 'Gamc:s, once was asked how she felt 

about losing the gold medal. , ' 
"Some people sa~ I lost the gold inedalt 

she said, "but I say I won'the silver." I 
like that, and lUke the Idea tbat ttiere's 
so much more to the Olympic experience .' 
than actually compeUn~ In the Games. 

So here's a word of e1\couragement
,and advice to gymnasts" rowers. 
volleyball players arid all the other 

, attlletes gathered at the Olympiad In 
Atlanta: Good lUCk. We're all behind you.
And enjoy the, journey. ' 

, '. 
Debbie lAndreth Brown was ~aptain, 

of the 1980 U.S. Olympic voUeybaU team 
,	and now is head volleyball coach at the 
University of Notre Dame. Brown is 
shown at left practicing in 1979 with 
the U.S, Oiympic team. 
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··.·Laws stand in way.·· 
of single~sex schooJ.g" 

,Studies prove girls benefit greatly. Still,':' ," 

'ACLU Is ~Iocklng'opening of Harlem school. 


LOS ANGEiEs ~ ,~'1rs not that I don't want to be with the 

" boys," says Leslle Ann Cortez. age 12, who has already applied for , ' 


admission to the Young Women's leadership School tn East Hat­
, tern.. "I just think It will be better with girls. Most boys get a lot of 

, , attention. and girls are kind of shy. With all girls, we can speak up 


and talk to each other and the teachers can help us." " 

" She's right Numerous studies have found that ,teachers, Includ~ 

Ing female teachers, pay more attention to boys than to girls and 

, that girls' self-esteem Suffers dramatically In the early teen years. " 
Girls continue to lag behlnd boys in standardized tests, reftectlng , 


, a stubborn gap betweeilgirlsand boys In . 

' 

' 

, math 'and 'sdence. Single-tiexeducation 


" may be. one pIeCe of the answer • 
But don't tell ~t to the New York evil' . 


Uberties' Union or' the New York evil 

Rights CoJrunisgon. Tbeyare blocldng thIs ' 

innovative effort to help underprivileged 

young women In the name of dvllllberties 

'aDd dvll rights. :put wh!]Se?, " . . 


, The Young Women's Leadership School 
was created by the joint efforts of generous 


,and cOmmitted private dt1zeils,Aridrew . ',' 

'and Ann Reubensleln nsch; the center for ,Counl81'{!glnls, ,',,' 


Educational Inncivation. an educational reo' ,By SUIIII Esb1ch . " 

, searchorgaolzatIon; and a Harlem commu- " , ' ,', ' " , " 


nity school cilstrict. The school has beeil carefully designed to em-' , 

phasl:ze math, and sdenee, using techniqueS found to be particu­

larly effective ,With girls. The lab tables are set up at angles 'to 

emphasize personal feedback; vtsual tools ald in the teaching of _, 


. nia~ Why should that be unconstitutional? Who, dOeslth8.rm? 

, "If thIs ls something that ls good enough for children In amuent '. 


, ,Communities and parochial schools," Mrs. 11sch has said, "isn't It 

good enough for chlldren,ln our Inner dtIes?" Mrs. 11sch has even 


,offered. to fund a boys' ilcbOollf the girls' school could open. , 

When news of the school became publlc last week, the execu­


tive director 'of the New York evil Uberties Union fired off a 

letterto,the chancellor, demanding that the school not open. In- ' 


, voldng the,~preme Court's declslon ordering the Vii'glnia Mlli- ' 

tary Institute to,admlt women, the Clvll Uberties U~on argued 

"whileit may be well intentioned," the new school"would violate 

both the fedei'al COnstitution as well as federal statutory law." " 


.. I don't read the court's VMI declslon that way at all Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writing for the court, recognized that single:­ \: 

sex education affords benefit and that diversity Is a value in edu-' 
ca"tIOnal,,offerings. But the court concluded that Vlrglnia had not 
shown thatlts alknale mllltary academy was necessary to serve 
any Important pubUc, objectives. ' • ' ,~- ' 

:; ..... ,I	-, The--pmnned Harlemmiddl~ school presents a strong case for 

slngle-sex education. Although researchers still ,debate the posi­

tive impact ofslngle-sex education for boys, its benefits for teen- " ' 
" ~ age girls have:been clearlyestabllshed. , ' , , 

But it doesn't neCessarIly matter if the neW school ,could With­
stand SUpreme Court scrutiny. There are still fedeI'al and local 
laws, 'passed to protect women, which on their fare. bar publlc 

,'slngle-sex educatlo~ The,threat of lltlgatlon bas been enough,~ 

deter most dlstrldS fromexperlmentIng with slngle-sex schools. 


, The school has already rented space, hired. a director, and ac­ ., 
ceptedhalftheent~nng class. If it isn't permitted to open, leslie. 
Cortez will be denied an important opportunity. And the insult Is 

, that she will, be, derued that opportunity In the ~e of equality. 
COUNTEA~INTS! four columnISts provide views from diverse perspeo- , 

tIves on today's Issues, Mondays: Tony Snow; Tuesdays: Michael Gartner; 
, Wednesdays: Uncia Cl'\8vez; Thlll'ldays: Susan Estrich. , " 

, ' 

., .... ,'., '- :' '-. 
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Michael' Joyce heads the Bradley 
Foundation, which grants more 
than $500,000 annually to PAVE, a 
Milwaukee group ,of business and 
civic leaders that provides children 

, with access to good schools. "Let's 
start:' he has said, "by giving the 
parents of our low-income children 

. 'theoption to exit a system that, like 
ot an issue that could help ety pro~ped up by powerful special all monopolies, is deaf to their cries 
Bob Dole stand apart from ,interests and a dearth of clearly andunresponsiye to their needs." 

. , Bill Clinton? He could use aroculated, posi,tive alternatives. A grateful father once knelt and 
. one now that many of the There ~e few. areas in which kissed Mr. Joyce's hand for making 

GOP, prize issues - a balanced " radical1reform is more urgently it possible for his child to escape a 
budget and welfare reform among needed than ill education, despite terrible public school. This story, 
them - have been poached by our, the $250 billion spent each year on more than any other, brought home 
wildly triangulating president. ' elementary arid secondary public" to me the pain of being a parent who 

But even Mr. Clinton knows there schools., .' is powerless because of poverty to 
is one circle he cannot attempt to', , Albert Shanker, the president of give his child the gift of a decent 
square, one special interest he,can~ the American Federation of 'leach- education. 

'not afford to cross: the, teachers' . ers, described as "devastating" the ' At Messmer High School, which 
unions. They stJ,lbbornly and con- • factthat S7 percent of parents sur- . participates in the PAVE program, 
sistently resist educational reform veyed would choose a private" I met Brother Bob Smith, its prin­
even as voter confidence in public school for their children if they 'cipal and one of the ,heroes in the 
schools continues, with good rea· could afford it. The parents who struggle for parental choice. "This 
son,.to tumble. . can, like the president and vice is the next civil-rights movement," 

Ina tragic twist, more than 40 president of the United States, have he told me. ' , 
years after the Brown vs. Board of already voted on the sorry state of Perh8ps some of Mr. Joyce's and 
Education decision. public schools public education by taking their Brother Smith's crusading spirit 
have neverbeen less equal or more children out of it. . will rub, off on Mr. Dole and take 
segregated. Among 1,000 black res- But the teachers' unions, and the him beyond merely committing 
identspolled in Milwaukee, 7l per- politicians beholden'to 'them, are goverrunent resources to the vouch' 
cent were infavor of vouchers that 'standing in the school doors telling er plan to challenging corporate , 
would enable low-income parents poor children they ~ot get out -, Atperica to supplement the schol- ' 
to, pull their .chiJdren . Qllt of. the:,~, the,way,GeorgeWallace stood in the • . arships for children whose families 

.' morass of public schools where door, telling black children they cannot make up the difference .. 
they are nat safe' and where they could not get in. There is plenty of reason for 
cannot learn. . \ .' A radical commitment to educa~ . skepticism. After aUi in the summer 

Last week, Mr. Dole chose Mil- tional reform could ignite the pub- . of 1992, in a White House ceremo­
waukee to unveil his GJ. Bill for lic imagination and recapture for ny, President Bush endorsed a sim-
Schoolchildren, a $2.5 billion fed- Republicans the moral high ground ilar G.I. bill for kids - then, as now, 
eral program to provide "opportu- by putting them solidly on the side . with Lamar Alexander at his side. 
nity scholarships" to low- and mid-' of the disenfranchised. Sch,ool It was like a head cold: It took seven 

, ,die-income students for use at' . vouchers for the poor is not some days to work through the presi· 
I." 

public, private or religious schools. bloodless idea manufactured in a ,dent's system before it was cast 
"We can't tinker around the edges:' conservative thinktank. Mr. Clinton aside for the next issue du jour .. 
Mr. Dole said. "School uniforms; will be forced to justifY' his readi- We shall soon see if Mr. Dole is 
maybe that helps. Curfews, maybe' ness to sacrifice the cAiJ,dren of the riiore committed to the lives of mil-

I that ·helps. But nothing will help poor to pay off the educrats backing lions of children trapped'in a bro­
, 	until WI;l fundamentally change the 'his, campaign. ken system than the last Republican' ... 

system and we give the parents of But for this to succeed, Mr. Dole who ran against Bill Clinton. . 
the United States a choice?', must take the battle to his opponent 

How nice it is to hear a R:epubli-' every day from now till November. ' 
can talking the language of the good . And he will have to find the ringing Arianna Hliffington chairs the 

. old days-1994, that is -when the voice of the true believer. Center for Effective Compassion
GOP promised, a revolution··to~' One such true believer was with and is a nationally syndicated 
sweep away the ossified Great Soci- Mr. Dole in Milwaukee last week. coIJ~mnist. ' 
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. ~ President Acknowledges Communication Failures by1W4, ~ernmen{~'- ~. 	 . , ' ..:'~" : '~ ~ 

= ­~,~ By Laurie Goodstein 
and Rene Sanchez~ ~. 

.. V' 
a 

.......'... =-­
ing .to console 
of the pa~sem~ets 
week in the 
World Airlines Flilrllt'l8(lO. 

They COIllIniseratell 
placeable photographs 
teenagers who never 
They admitted that in 
government and. airline 
.handling the disaster's afte1~tb. 

· they listened like priests at c6{liessi()1l 
'to the pain and frustration of 
tfms' re1atives. . 
· 'These fumilies had suffered 

" moUs paiD: the loss of a ~ a 
ahusband. a wife. a brother. a"1ll~bew. 
aniece," Clint<>nsaid after his 
the fari:lilies at a' hotel outside John F. 
Kennedy International Airport. here, 
'1'hey were.stillin a great deal of pain. 
And I know that we can all understand, . 

,,dot only their pain, but the frustratiOn 
:' ibat they feel at the time it is tIking to 
:~ their loved ones and to get an:­
sWers," . 

''', Many of the relatives and friends of 
the 230 victims ofFlight,BOO have been 
cOoped up inside this rement-b)ock air:­
port hotel for eight days waiting for 
word that diverS have found their loved 
rJllIifs' bodies. Some have J3shed out in, 
anger at~Ccession'oftargets: at 
TWA for . up to 20 hours after the 
tragedy to provide 'a complete paSseD-, 
,ger Jist, at searchers for the pace of the 
,tecmery e.ffort"and at government offi. 
ci8ls for providing CODfIict:inginforma­
tion.. .Clin'ton's decist''on"','~to'

• 

morning to meet With the 
Iowed.several days of debate in 

, mlDistrationaliout how he should " 
. ly -A to the tra....d". ',- . 

, . ,.&Boemg747:;~
andCrasb.ed into the waters 
'Iand, ClintOn attended the 

· Atlanta and embarked OIl 
:trip iii the 
be did not want 
arduotm proooss 
and parts of the 
120 feet below the 
'.:' Several 1..-"1.;. and others 

UUW1l'whO attended the --:Abftf.'S session 
said his presinceh~~hxhappro.
priate an,~ eomforting. Clinton spoke for 

· about 30 minutes to the crowd jammed 
Inside the Ramada Plaza Hotel ball­

· ~. updating them OIl the rerovery 
. . and investigation. He acknowledged 

, that itbad taken TWA too long to notify 
·relatives that their loved' ones were 
aboard the downed plane. Then he, and. the families bad planned topresent aJist. 
the first lady,held more intimate con- of demands. When the meeting actJlally 
rersationS with small knots of the vic- 'occuired,a few anguished family memo
tiIns' families and friends. hers did their frustrations . 

the feelings and emotioDs that sO many ward with alist of d ds. . .' 
, . people are suff"nng .under'the stnIiil of ,"1 saw a 'sense r. appreciatioil the' 

,notbaving their loved ones recovered_, president was heret,.said RabbiJayRo-' 
, 	 ....... ' ! i 


, 	 ! 
i 

-.. 

.~. ,.' . 

,SECURITY MEASURES.:':" 

. " . ' '., '; ,',.' ',:, I' 

• Ban on hotel ehEiCk·ln$ of, " ~. 
passenger luggage•. ~' ,.', .. ' ,< 
• 	Increased IntervieWS Wfth "~'.;' .'.! 

passe,ngers before boa.rdl!'lg.:· c.• ' • 

.. Appointment ofa commlsston. " :,
headed by Vice President Gore'.. 
to review aviation ~and, i'" 

. security.lncludlngthe;paceof a 

.' 

. 


'....... or id~" 'J:..

I"" 1;;U!..I1Ja.\o IiiiSN 

. man. the cousin of sandra AIKI!!RS-lliella- , 

my,a TWA 1Jight attendant 
and was burled yesterday. . " . 

,'.' "Hewasjustveryx:eassmmgas 
man being," saidIUdmd Penzer, 
lost his siSter Judy Penter. 49, in 
crash. "He was.1 real'bi1man being, no 

'artifice. There wasn't 3Ilf sense of pho­
' niness," , 
. ~ Goe1z, a Natiooal Tt.msporta:.·
lion Safety Board official who actompa:. 


. nied Clinton to New York, said that'the 

president "had aprivate word for every 

one of them." . 

trn.:<.. H Chief of S~ Leon E.·"lI.u.c: ouse . ,uw.' 
Panetta said Clint<>n,reassmed relatives 
that the first priority is to recover the . 
bodies of the Flight BOO dead, and tb'at 
while be thougbtoflicia1s were succeed­
ing in that and in the investigation, "not 
a goOd j>b has been done communicat.. 
ing with the fatniIia.. , 
,Before the CIintons arrived, some of 

U,S. efforfto Introduce"" .... . 
sophisticated bomb deteCtorS ..:... . 

.and othersc~nlng.de",ce$.~:::' . 
• Other measures officl8ls ' : ':­

.declined to deScrIbe tor,fear Of .'. 
alertingterrOrists or saboteurs;,' .' . 

' . . . . . , '.',' > :~'senbaum. eXeartivedirectorQf~'New:" : 
York metrOpo1itan~ i.-ejion ~American 1 ' .. 
Jewish 0JDsress.:". were tr1i1y1<: ,
up1ifted.New life eameJDtQ t:hetn as the :; ' ..• : , 
--:~made. it deaf,tbat·--.....I.;...g ':. " 
_~~g~forth;;'~";.'::.,

Ciintonsaid that -annfultotofthem 4!< ,• 

arid friends] expressed gra,ti." ~ , 
me for the efforts that.are being':~ , 

. by the ~~ the ~: 
pen;onnel assigned to theflimilies :""1< . 

many Vf)lunteers who are WOIk~4 .' .. 
to make thisawfut experience ::l 

for them.":~ 
'gned J : Lee Wi'... .u

.ISS! ames . m, ',.tho 1:'ed'eral E ". 
~ to w:eC':'; 

with . C'f, . 
Before' hotel eetin' .• 

rI:"ton ' anmhour bgy, i...,":' ' 
th 

. Robert· -I.!"l. ,e leavk:e 'the' ....?!. :,.~, chainnanthe lS ding 
WWUl U:CU>l1 

vWl 

=~~m:::=::. ,;~. 
StOn,'. of the FBI, which am is involved. ': 

. 	FOR M'O'RE INFO'Rua,:o'ON ..n ._~" 
<MIll ~IJIH 

"1 thOught he 'was very cordial, very vately to~lintons. accordin~To read profil8s ofthe crasluictims, :,' . •• 
pleasant,veryunderst:anding of some of: some present,- butl:nOOdy came for· 'clitkontheabooesym/Joltmthe/rrmt : . 

Jii1ge a/ThePost's situmthe World 
.Wide Web at . . 
http://WU1W.washingltmpostcMn 

http://WU1W.washingltmpostcMn
http:andCrasb.ed
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Bars shoW range of te8t SCDI'IIIS be'-' 5!h and 95Ih percen1ites 
PosstJIe hI8I SCDI'IIIS range fn:m 0 to soo. SmaI aqu&rI:li8 indcaIe ~\I9IagG sc:orw. 
ShdlQ on bars shows SI8lLII 01 t1I'liIecUYe bargIIjning: . 
_ StaIas wIlenIl8IIC:t1enI haw ri!td to bargain CXlIIecIMIIV 

"S_1ha1 prohbiI COIIec:IMt bargIIjning , 

_ SIaIr:Ie will no legal ~ lor COIadIIIe baIgairing and VItIenI ~ exisls I'l some IOCaM1IeB 

Soun::es: NaIicnaI SciIn;e~. Data abouI ~ b&/g8ining: AFT, 
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.Where We Stand 

By Albert Shanker, President 

American Federation of Teachers 


Some Food for Thought 


A
re teacher unions the cause of poor student 
achievement? You don't have to look very 
far these days to find an editorial writer or 
TV commentator who will answer this 

question with a resounding yes, and now Bob Dole is 

getting into the act The people who make this claim 

don't explain why most of the countries with suc­

cessful, school systems-like Japan, Germany. and 

France-also have strong teacher unions. Nor do 

they offer proof that U.S. students taught by non­

,union teacher.; are more successful than those taught 

by teachers who are union members, [s there any? 


Here's a simple test If unions pull down student 

achievement, states where teachers are not allowed to 

bargain collectively should do much better than 

states where teachers have a legal right to do so, 1'bI 


! chart below ranks the math achievement of 13-yea'­
olds in a number of industrialized countries and. 41 
stateS. It also indicates which are collective bargaia­
ing states (with black bars), which prohibit collective 
bargaining (light gray bars), and which give no legal 
support for collective bargaining but where it exists 
in some localities (medium gray bars). This chan 
should give people who connect unions with poor 
student achievement some food for thought.. 

At first glance, it teUs a familiar and dismal story. Average math scores fur 
U.S. eighth-graders are lower than those for youngsters from any other latp 
country. But there is also some extremely encouraging news: Students iD 
some stateS do as well as youngsters from rop-scoring countries. The average , 
scores for Iowa and North Dakota are the same as Korea's (283). Maine and 
New Hampshire are slighdy higher than Hungary. And. yes. all four of these 
are collective bargaining stateS. FUrthermore. if you look at the chan as a 

. whole. you see that states where teachers have a right to bargain collectively 
occupy most of the spots in the top third-and stales where collective bar­
gaining enjoys no legal support or where it is prohibited are bunched in'the 
bouom third. Students from stateS with suong teacber unions are obviouSly 
not being held down. The evideoeo poim5 in the other direction. 

Does this prove that coUea:ive t ..... leads to higher student achievement? 
I wouldn't go that far. but it's certaiIlIj~1hat people who want to make upions 
the goat in poor student achievemallt.lbl8r rethink their case. 
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MathematIC. ptOttc'-'Cy IContS for 13-y..,-oICls in countries 

(1991) and public IChoOf elghth-grade ltuClents (1992). 
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