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On Education Front, .a Bipartisan 
Lesson; Clinton Praised/or Backing 

;" ......Standards by Michigan's GOP 
Governor 
By John F, Harris 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

LANSING, Mich" March 6 -- With 
prospects for bipartisanship growing ever 
more tenuous in Washington, President 
Clinton traveled to Michigan today for a 
lavish embrace from this state~s 

Republican chief executive, 
John Engler, one of his Parn"s most 

prominent governors and on other 
· occasions a tough Clinton critic, praised 
Clinton's call for national educational 

· standards. "Michigan accepts your 
· challenge," he told the president. Engler 

said the state will begin testing 
fourth-graders in reading and 
eighth-grad~rs in math to ensure that they 

·are meeting the voluntary standards 
Clinton extolled in last month's State of 
the Union address. 

. The alliance between Clinton and 
Engler, however unlikely at first blush, 
has a certain logic. Both men have 
aligned themselves with issues such as 

· overhauling welfare and imp'osing more 
rigorous academic. and disciplinary 
standards on students. 

Education is historiCally a local issue, 
but aides say this suits Clinton fine. He 
hopes to define himself increasingly in 
the second term by Offering rhetorical 
leadership on non-Washington issues. 
And on this particular day, with 
congressional Republicans tormenting 
him over the Democratic fund-raising 
issue; he was only too happy to absent 
himself physically from ,the capital. 

Traveling back to Washington on Air 
Force One this afternoon, Clinton 
declined to address fund-raising 
questions, including Wednesday's 
. revelation that a top aide to. first lady 

'. Hillary Rodham Clinton accepted a 
$50,000 check for the Democratic 
National Committee, which some experts 
say may be a violation of law. He said he 
would take. the questions at a Friday 
afternoon news conference. 

But he said the furor is not hurting his 
mood -- "lam doing great" -- and 
disputed suggestions that it is eclipsing 
his other actions. :'1 thought my message 
got through just fine," he said of his 
speech to the state legislators. "They got. 
it. " 

Clinton's remarks sometimes took on 
a lecturing tone. He said the national 
testing he has endorsed would be 
voluntary, but that he is counting on the 

. power of embarrassment to goad states 
into new p~licies. "I want to create a 
climate in which no one can say no," he 
said. "in which it is voluntary but you are 
ashamed if you don't give your kids the 
chance to do this." 

The . Education' Department ~ill 
. develop the reading and math tests ove~ 

the next two years, and Engler pledged 
that Michigan students will take it. But 
Clinton warned that people should not be 
sentimental when some students fail. 

"If they don't do very well at first," 
Clinton said, "it's probably more our fault 
than theirs, And a lot of it is because 
when we see people in difficult 
circumstances. sometimes out of the 
goodness of our heart, we exercise our 
compassion by expecting less of them. 
And we are selling their future tight 
down the drain every time we do it" 

That line got a standing ovation, his 
best applause line of the day. But 
lawmakers were more subdued on several 
occasions when Clinton'S remarks took 

an esoteric flight. 
E'mphasizing the importance of good' 

child care early in life, the president 
asserted that children living with "two 
parents, even if they both work, that have 
reasonably good educations" will 
experience "700,000 positive 
interactions" in their first four. years -- or 

. about 500 a day -- leading to better brain 
development. But "a single parent with 
low self-esteem" and poor parenting 
skills will give a child only "150,000 
positive interactions." 

Clinton, who has joked that he may 
run for school board upon leaving the 
presidency, plunged into similar detail 
explaining why young people in many 
other countries do better in math: "In 
Germany or Singapore, students learn 15 
to 20 math subjects in depth every year . 
Typically in the United States, we learn 
over 30 or 35 subjects in a superficial 
way." 

Clinton today said he is directing the 
National Science Foundation to work 

· with the· Education Department to study 
ways to improve U.S. math performance. 

Engler traveled to Lansing aboard Air 
'Force One with Clinton. In his campaign' 
for educational standards, Clinton is 
planning to speak frequently to state 
legislatures. Last month, he traveled to 
Annapolis to address the . Maryland 
GeneraJ Assembly, and next week he will . 

· go to Raleigh to speak to North Carolina 
legislators,' . 

@CAPTION: President Clinton is 
welcomed by state Rep. Nick 
Ciaramitaro to a joint session of the 

· Michigan state legislature, where he 
spoke about education. Between the two 
is Gov. John Engler (R) .• 
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They got it, • the president ,aM:i. 
Michigan leaden of'botb poIitical ....­

. ties ..-with Clintcn'. c:all for U'pI.Dd­_____ h_i$fight 	 -- ­
.	ed national testiJlg of readini in (oartb . 
grade and math in e:iihth gnde. But tbIy. 
interpreted hi. comment. on: cbaner 
lIChoola very ditfenlDtIy. 

Republicans said Clinton Was Ul'Iing : 
legi.latort to Hft tbe limit on charter 
lilChooa, currently at 1()(). The ICate Sen· 

. 	ate on WedneSday voted to do j~ \hat. 
. "'Ibe president has g;v~ &II ofUI cbe 

'foreduC8tion­
-to-~gsillg ,­ opportunity for more cha1'ter school••. 

more and bolder cl,oi0!8 for kid8 aDd par", 
ents: laid state lCbool board member 

· The president tells the Legislature 	 .Clark Durant., R-Groeee Pointe. whO IBid . 
... '-'. .. -.,,--.... ~ ------_.- ­

to set aside politics to get the jobdone. 	 be1Iint.roduce a ntIOlutioD at the ~. 

boardm.a.oc to .mb the .


'r'lft.._ . cap 
By MArt Hornbeck . . .... nat the P"IicIIIDt~J WU..,·' . 


ing••aid De.moerata. .... that Ctwtef 11Ia
and Kennelh Cole .'/ ;;
nit Dt/roll N,wl . / t oow::ation ~ .' ...IChooIl- puhtic IChoa.II tbM ha... Iddi- ........ . 

LANSING _ President Coo.' college. the first two yean Of tional c:WTit;Ulum freedom -mutt be-...... • 
ton cajoled Michipn lawm.alten •. While i..Il LaD.aina'. he announced tb.B cIo.ely monitored before the limit i. In his address, 
Thursday to leave polities at the Mtchipn willl'\lCleive $8.6 millioo from ' eued',. . 1t1e president 

called for: .schoolhouse door and demand .. the federal government to buy lc:hoOll Man)' Democratic leaden ia....'-a 
tough education'refonna. c:ompu.tan and t:rIIin teadHn how10".. ~ 1iD ....~ ....... .... • ExPanding 
. ·Our~s are still turning ~ die Claeiroo11r"""- '. . ~ they ~msdaJlllr.ll tndttiaaalpub- .national testing 

to all students'oot nuJhOi'i9ol'young people who . Republican Gov. John Ell,ler wbo 	 lie ed1x:at:iaa. ., . 
in fourtn grade . simply are Dot equip~ for the . rode with .Clinton aboard Aiz F~One "He talted ~ 8CICOWlt&bilitJ (or' 
(r&8ding) and new world ofwort.,." 88ld Clinton" : fromWaat\1ngton. D.C... to Michi,aD, 	 ~~. - Aatelcbool board eighlJ'l gradeturtUCIg up the pressure lor .tan. warmly greeted Clinton after the preG-' 	 Preiident Kathl..Strau, l).0etrI:dt. (math).'. . 

dardlzed !lC hoo! euma."Today, dent ent.eftd the HoUle chamber to loud . "We c:an\ CI'8IIt.e ...u.ati ....... 111ft tbe 
 • Doubling
our nlltiona~ ~ecurity depends "applauae aDd.o&r.:illDes.a.gerated bow 	 one. we have are dDiDa' t.bejob theTre Spending on 
upon .our ablhty to develop the to ~er:.~e. ~. . 	 8U~ to do. ADd ... ~t.bem U'I!II1't charter sd'Ioois
~.paat.leil oi-all our people, 80 poi,. "Your viaitis • aignificant e~ent do~ 10 we}] OIl ~te.teIU.. . to $100 million. 
ItlC8 shoul~ stop at the school. bec:auaew. are foeuaed aD a tripific:ant Clinton 11 aakiq ~ to dou.b1e creating 3.CXXl 
house: doo~. .' . ~pr.im~ the educa1:iOn ofaU ~moaey 6Jr cUrt. ac::booII to '100 d1arter schOols .• 

Clinton !I add.resa wu the ft:rst . oar dWdnD,· &nprMid. ' nuJlica nat,.. 10 than CIUl be 3000 by ITle "/88/
speec~ b~ a sitting president to Tbe. Pftmot. who made Bob Dole'. of the ilterutive, indepia.daDt p~b1ie 2000 

the Michigan !.eglalliture since ~ lilt olpollible ~ can. 1IChGolI~ t.bI turn oltbe.muy. Michi·· • Ofteriilg


'Teddy Rooaevelt In 1907. It wu ctidat.ee luiyear, _cloned Clintan'.cal1 pn. which bu 77 cb.t.rt.w1Cboola ....,. Ifee public' ' 

part of NSllIltion&i campaign to Cor "... ~dardI and teItiJ:Ie. iDl12,OOO ltudentl, already bu applied. education 

~r8u.ade all. 50 states toe.stab- -Michipn aceeptl your challence,-' fOr '24 milDill "".. federal cub. to stUden1s ... 

lish a common set of performance Entler cIedarecl. He later told. report.er'I: ElIfPar I&id CtimDn'l ~ ofchar· 1t1rouQ" two 

stan~ an~ testa that ~ure "I ~ it wua tremeodoua .peeeft.. 	 ..~ would IDIIb it bini &Jr JlImo.' years of 

~nltystudents ability to compete lJ\t.he , ChDton', one-d.,. trip did little to 	 c:ratiC Jawm.un to continue to OpJlOilo8 
college,. world.' daIIIKt etf'idioD tram hie IDNlQnc fund. GOP etrortl to NIDCMI the limit oa the 

. 'Some, of our ch!ldren won~t do ~ t:roubJes, c:om.inI on the heel, of ....nunber ofcharter ec:hooI.a in Miducu. .CMnecting 
very well at first, he conA:eded. tb. Ntm'•• thai Hillary Rod.bam Ctin. "What'. their 1J'iUID8'D.t.? The preGi~ fN8f'Y classroom 

and library to"~metimes out of the'~e!! .'. top aide ~ • c.m,MlJc1icheek 	 dent's ~ on that, too?'" he said. 
the In{ernet byot our h_ we exe"i'Ciiili oUr eom:.' hID a doaor in the Whita Howle..Aides RepublicaDl aDd Democrata ilIo had 
lhe y98I 20CXl· passioo by expeCti.n,g'. ol them. waradered ~.w.p WiUiame .' diJl'erent iDap.....ofCliDton'. call . 


'And we are sellin, theit' futUre· diidD\ ~'.acl the __ totha Derao- for touPer 1WJd&rd.t. . ' 

right down tbedrainevery time aaticNatiaul Committee.' Republicans laid it meana local eom~ 


. we do it.' .' When ..ked .board Air Force One muniti.. aMuld demand more of their 

The president's' 45.minute lbaattbe t\md.nai.tIiDa problem, Clinton 1Cboo1l; But Democndi int.e:rpn,t.ed Clin· 


·	addre... repeated points made .a.uwend t"ItpCWtel'l by Bayiq, "Tbmor· ton'. remarlu a. I\apport for .tate; 

thro~ou't his re-election cam' . lOW.-He hU a: n..... couterence eched- requiNd «.1'1 ~ wbidI. t.1wy aapport. 

paign lutyear and focu.eel Wed for today. . . .&u.11etIiOcrati eiipei:t to ,...alDl.Do 


. almost ex.dusively on tu. educa.· • 'TID doinc .....t,· b.tlllid UId added 'd&~core cu.rriculQJD u IOOG U JIIIlrt 

tion apnda: classroom st.andarda, . be ~\ teet hie ..........oba:ured weIlL 

expanded nationaltestln, and bJ t.bI.OIIIiid:ni....~ him.; "1 . 


•. charterJ!Chools. and free public' \bouaht .Y ~ ..~ fine. n.,~hr13.C't1IfIriIMttd 1r1!Air~, . . 

http:int.e:rpn,t.ed
http:ctidat.ee
http:msdaJlllr.ll
http:IChoa.II
http:boardm.a.oc
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Stntelegislators applaud his ro/lfor academic staruJardrJ 
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BYCBRIsCRRlsroFF . 

AND TRACY VAN MOOIlUHE.'I 1fl...1/1­
Fnte ~StCfWrill:n .' 

l..ANSIJ;fG - President B' C!int on !bunday 
tsed lawrDaken to t Jiiftrenc:es 
o m e sc 00 fl e 

ae anle standards. . 
'Iij a~h ~~s~~lipJ)1a~,ded ~ the 

LelislAture.in aJOint:~on.~C~.C6nton 
· sought to make. edui::l1iGii a.htgbofJtd6le ISSue that 
wiU ~ot oaly be hislillli:nilr~ butover,shadow a. 
poUticallaoLbape dOdiiriat:edb)' c8mpaign·fInance· 
sc.uldaJs'Jed by clintoQ's WIe .of~·White fiouw 
to aIIeaedIf..rewvd bi&d~'; ..... : .. , . 
. He besvtJy promoted nadoDalt:: £orfQurth. 

.and eigh~:He ripeatea. ' call £Or 3,000 . 
chart2f is natiOnWide. IIK!~ ~eraHunds tD 
keep schooh! open Ialer and iMDI parents more 
choice of where to send theirdUidren to.school.. 

He said government his a dllty to nuse.expec­
lations of schools, and aleo of welfare recipients. 

· wbo he said sh~uld ~~ but aleo Cel more , 
government help mfindinl lObs., . .' . 

."Every st~te mu~ ~t poUttCt:i: differencH 
.a~de.. w?rk In a. blP,3"uaan f.a.s~~on: te;'t our 
thddren III the same neo~ way, Cw-.... ~, 
tWice adding a line from hiS State of ttae"ODion 
address: "Politics should stDp at the 5Choolhou~ 
door: .. .' - ..\. " 

. ' 
enrs s.alary, up 10 SlO.000 a year, for 
businao;es that hire ~em, 

He abo said he Win push to repeal 
. a portion of the reforms he signed 

last year that denies aid to legal 
immigrants," 

"This is a great nation of immi­
grants," he. said. "I thi.nk. this is 

. unworthy of us and rm gomg to try to 
.change it ­

. His speech prompted ~'as big. a 
love-test as you'n !JII!e around here for 
a tong time," Slid House Floor Leader 

. . ~at GIIUardi, l).Dr~mmon.d Islan~ 
Some of the Republicanllried to 

me he sound~ like a ~epublican. I-
told them they r:e ~ndlng more and 
more Democratic. , 

Even Rep. ~birley lohnso~, ~-
Royal Oak, who d soarle~ e.arhe~ ~11 
the. week abollt the Chnto~ ~Is;t, 
~~YlRg h:; h~w m~~~d~~e!~h~i~ 

1m, sto ~ an a~Pdi ee at aD." 
afteE~, !~~ :as a~"g a do%en 
or sgMichigan officials who flew 

. . ~. ,',. 
. (min Wa~hll~on, D.C; ~Ith Chnton 
~h.(l~rd Air foree O~e, called the 45. 
.~ule address a tremendous 

. Clinton_ ~SQm~ ~dent!l struateat~:~.\ . ~c~~ Ih<l~ end?rsed. many of 
should«t r.esult III ~g te;'t ~dard9, '. •. ~'" 

· "Wben ~ Sftpeople .lDdifficult CI1~ 
.stances:90metimes out of the ~oodnesl!lof ~1,U: 
heart we exercise our comP,lSSlOn .by e:xpe<:~ 

. less of t'hem. .And ~~~ f:har futam! riIh,l 
down Ihe drain eYery time. he said. . ....' 

. That line brought the only standinc 0'V81i0Il of! 
the speech from those aeemb~ to ~ the lintl 
presidential addreas to the Leaialalure m90yean. i 

~Everybody got on their feet becauae in thelr: 
heart of hearts; that', correct;" ~id: 
House MiDorily Leader Ken. Slk· 
kem.a. R-GrandviUe. Silc.kema praised 
the speech 15 a special event thaI 

· could: brinr both parties topther te 
improve schoolil. 

Fonner Gov. James B.lancl1ard 
said Ctinton 'MUlti to be the president 
who improved education as the na­
lion head. inIG the 21st Century, 

· '1 know this "'~ He', not content. 

with beiDg pIe~dent." Blanchard 

said: "He Wanta to be governor of 

America .. well. He was governor of 


· Mlcflipn lot a diy8 and Gov. John 

Encter "was lieutenant governor for a 
d· . . 
'. a'Clinb,n also made several keoy 
statemfr,Ri about welfare. . 

He called for living tax credits of 
up to' 50 -oeroent of a wel!m recipj. 

tngler s own Ideas. me/udlng charler 
s.chools and broader use o~ the Na­

• Uemocrats said Chntons speech 
proves the need for a mandated core 
curriculum, Senate Majority L:eader 
Dick Posthumus, R.Alto, said If that 
ever comes to the Senate, "it's dead 
on arrival: 

Sen, Dan DeGraw, R,Port Huron, 
a1t~adillgGOP voice for puhlic 
!;Chool!, ~aid: MFor Mich~gan,this was 
a Repubhcan s~ec~ Mlchl,ll3n r~m. 
ocrats are more IIheral and uRion. 
oriented than in other states." 

The speech seemed to offer somt!- . 
thing for jUlIt about t'veryone.H was' 
upbeat. hokhnK the 400 lawmakers, I' 

lobbyist.'! judges and other dign!. 
tanes ;';'pt. I 

. Clinlon dwelled on the sigmfi. i 

.cance of the . last presidential. visit t() I 
~he Capitol in 1907. When President. 
Theodore Roosevelt came by train to i 
an effusive welcome. Now as then> 
Clinton said, the n~tion is in a time of . 
peaLe and prospenty that beckons for; 

. new i~as raUter than complace~cy, ! 
. Clinton deYoted a gOl,ld porlJ?n of: 

hiS speech to promotmg Dlbonal! 
lest.q to measure fourth-graders' read. ~ 
ing ability and eighth-graders' math' 
skills. 

While most Michigan educators 
applauded voluntary national stan­
dards, some questioned·the need :or 

tional Assessment.of Education PrOg'additional testin,. 
ress test. ~hlch C~tnton promoted: 

~ut all'll~~be ,~lk. of cooperatIon, 
partisan. polillcal differences erupted 
after Cbnton po~d for photos and 
fle~ back I? Wastungton. ~emocrats 
and RepublICans used portions of the 
speech 10 point fingers alone anoth· 
er. " 
• Sikkema, Engle~ and other Repub-
Heans challenged. ~ouse Democrats 
not to oppose hfting ~e :ap. on 
cnarter schools allowed In MichIgan 

. charter s<.11ools should slav open only 
if Iheydo ;'lliood Job. ~ 

"W'hal's Ihe ar!umenl. th~ presl­
dent's wrong. too? F.ngler $31d. add- . 
inJl that Clinton's spl~h would make 
it harder for Democrats t? op~~ 
unlimited charter schools In MiChl­
gan. . " 

Democrats said charter schools 
.should have strict sta~dards before 
they're a11owe? to prohfe:ate - stan­

"I have three children. Do I aeed: 
them to take II national lest to see if, 
they can read? No, Ally observllnt 
'parent: already know!!! that.· said Gary, 
Wolfram, a Republican ~mberC)f
the Slate Board ofEducation. 

Wolfram said Clintoo's lO-poillt 
education plan sounds reasonable. 
but is a recipe for KT'owin, federa 

. intrusion. 
Bu.tKathleen Straus, presid!!lt 0 

the state board. said voluntary ~tMI 
. ­ a limil Dem~rats ~ave called '. dards. are harmless. "We are on 

necessary to. avoid operung shoddy . country.~ she .said, "The standard 
s4.:hoois,ln his speech, Clinton said . are v olunlary. and if we don't lik 

what's going on, we can do so 
thing ab9ut it." 

ElI"en if pollticia.ns an leave poli 
tics· at the 9Choolhouse door: lha 
doesn't mean national iestinl wil 
improve education. some educaton 
said.. . i 

Robert West. a testing. consurlan 
tor the Macomb Intermediate Schoo 
District. said. there has been no rel 
'le~ch, into whether. Michi~ 's awd 

dards they saJ~ the pre'ludent .sureJys~e~de tests "can p,rMlct.a Stu', . 
would agree With. rlent s success on the Job ar In co1-, 

lelEe.~ "._.~" 

http:Assessment.of
http:LelislAture.in
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Gingrich Defends GOP Agenda 

8y LA WRENCE L KNUTSON 
.-\ssociated Press Writer Friday. March 
7.1997336 am EST 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Pumping out 
a rapid-tire stream of ideas, House 

. Speaker Nt:wt Gingrich proposed a new 
partnership bt:tween Congress and state 
legislators to speed the shift or-power 
from Washington to the states. 

Gingrich also suggested Thursday that 
after an angry and painful two' years,. 
Congress was adjusting 10 Republican 
control and becoming more civil. 

"1 do toink we're getting to a little 
bettt:r environment right. now'." said 


. Gingrich. who· was reprimanded by 

Congress in January for ethical 

misconduct. 

[n a 75-minute' speech before a 
meeting of the National Conference of 
State Lt:gislatures. Gingrich spun out his 
thoughts about drug addiction. the 
alleged arrogance of federal bureaucrats, 
the state of education. and rnoving 
pt:ople from welfare to work. 

But he sa:id even his own enthusiasm 
for conservative change has realistic 

limits. 
., It took about 60 years to ct:ntral ize 

power In this country so it will take a 
fairly long time to decentralize." he said. 

Proposing "a general partnt:rship:' 
w.ith state legislatures. Gingrich said a 
first step should be for states to review all 
of the mandates ill1posed on them.by the 
federal. government with the aim of 
"repealing those which made no sense," 

Legislatures can also help. he 
suggested. by issuing reports on .:. the 
three . most arrogant federal 
bureaucracies" in an effort 10 stamp out 
what he called" bureaucratic bullying." 

. Among a rush of ideas. Gingrich 
offered these: . 

--Put every wt:lfare office. in the 
country on a computerized bulletin board 

. to match wei fare recipients with jobs. 
. --Use inexpensive computer 

technology to enable medical specialists 
to observe patients 'in remote areas and 
otTer care as part of a plan to reshape the 
delivery of health care at lower costs. 

--Stress an approach· of "diagnostic 
weilness" so that the effects of adisease 

. I ike diabetes -- blindness. loss of f~et. 
heart disease -- could bi! prevented belore 
they occur. saving billions of dollars in 
needless medical expenses, 

--Industry should he told to. improv'e 
the quality of water and air and be held to 
it by monitoring. The present system ')1' 
federal regulatory standards and lawsuits 
should be discarded, 

--Rather than emphasizing putting, 
computers in every classroom "we need 
to be ~mphasi:Zing pUlling the classroom 
in the computer." The computer "needs 
to go home" in the form of mexpensive 
black and white computers available to . 
every child . 

. --If a student is certified as educated 
by' a high school and then is found to 

need remedial education at·an institution 
of higher learning, .. charge the costs to 
the school that certified them." . 

--The war· on drugs. must be \\on 
through. imposing harsh sentences on 
drug dealers, television airing free 
anti-drug commercials. ,and 
"rehabilitating every current drug 
addict." • 

Richmond TImes·Dispatch A2 FRIDAY, AfARCH i, 199i . 

Clinton pushes test unifonnity 

National standards his aim . 

THE ASSOCLATED PREss 

LANSING, Mid.. - President Clinton turned up the 
pressure for standardized school exams yesterday with a 
promise to create a climate in which "no one can say no" 
to testing the nation's schoolchildren: . . 

Addressing state lawmakers as the guest of Republican 
Gov. John Engler, the president also called for a biparti­
san approach to education refonn in Michigan and Wash-. 
ington. 

"We. have to forge a new partnership for a new time," 
the president declared: 

Clinton's one-day trip did little to deflect attention from 
his mounting fund-raising troubles, coming on the heels . 
of the disclosure that Hillary Rodham Clinton's top aide· 
accepted a campaign check from a donor in the White 
House. 
. When asked aboard Air Force One about the fund­

raising problem, Clinton answered reporters by saying he 
. has a news conference scheduled for today at which he 
. will deal with questions. 

Engler, a rising star on the national GOP scene for his 
welfare and anti-tax initiatives, warmly greeted Clinton 
after the president entered the House chamber to loud 

applause and offered an exaggerated bow to Engler's 
wife, Michelle. 

Clinton wants states to establish one set of perfonn­
ance standards and tests thilt measure students' ability to 
compete in the world. He wants to focus on fourtb­
graders in reading and eight-graders in math, 

. Apprehensive that mandatory testing would cause a . 
political uproar, Clinton decided .last year to use the 
influence of his office to urge voluntary compliance. He 
pressed that message yesterday. 
. Speaking to critics who worry that the poorest and 

slowest of students would be held back by standardized . 
testing, Clinton said: "Sometimes out of the goodness of 
our beart, we exercise our compassion by expecting less 
of them, and we are selling their future right down the 
drain every day." 
. Clinton repeatedly thumped his fist on the lectern. He 

said, "Our schools are still turning out millions of young 
people who simply are not equipped for the new world of 
work." . 

Clinton was the frrstpresident in 90 years to address 
Michigan lawmakers. Theodore Roosevelt appeared be­
fore the legislature in 1907. Clinton reiterated his belief 
that the nation is in a moment of transition that compares 

. to Roosevelt's time. 
. The Michigan legislature is split: The House is con­
trolled by Democrats. the Senate by RepUblicans. 
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{I' 
, Strid.ini into the state HoWIe, c:on1identJy pu1line 
hiD1lllill't.btour;h th£ crowd by • vip'oUB eeried of'hand­
ihd:et t.hatle:ltother~ trai1iDcbehind, 8 bouyant 

, President Bill ClintDn leIlpt ontO the ate~uae~· 
ers l"06tnun yesterday to addreM t.be ~~ 
lature. A1\er sbort introductions ':Dd some br~ler 
t'eIlW'ks by Gov. John Engler, Mr. Clintan, ~ 
from only a few oatee, rtood before the mic:rophoM and 
bOldly toldiJle nation ­
wen. what did he 88¥? 

He clearly liked the 
renovatioria made to the 
capitol building. And be 
delivered a not-terribly­
informative SUmmit)' 

of the ~uea~n lnitia· 
tiVe8 he presented dUZl­
in, his State of the 
Union address in Feb;­

rUary. Aside from this,
' the speech seeme.;t lib ' 
~ plea&8.Dt, but eene lull , 
In the .•tream ot:Q~W 
eatnpalgn furld-ralEnng
8ca~dalll that dOI.the
prostdent almost daily. 

Consider, for 
instarice, what Presi· 
dent Clinton didn't do; 
An increasingly high'profiie diepute over charter 
schools (aJternative, lese bureaucratic publie acbools) iJ 

, simmering between Gov. Engler and 1.aAsing~ eluded in. and even warmed by, 
l"8t8. who claim the governors charter achool viewS ara his rhetoric. That talent shows to its 
fundamentally different from thoae al'the preeititDt·maximum effect when he is making a 

' , Mr, Enaler, with good reason, has ehallenged this. but , nonpartisan plea. as with hisrepe.ataJ urge 
it appeared the president might use.his .speech to back 
the DemOO'8ts and put Gov. Engler III his phKle.. 

Fueling the6re WedDeeday,tbe Republi.c:.an-clomi. 
Il&ted Itate Sec.ate puaed .. biD that would ramoYe the 
i:urTent cap (IQ the 1Iumhe.r ~c:barW ~ in 8ChooJ 
districts where 2,000 or awrv ~ta quali(y fOr the 
Cede:allChoollatlCb prOcrmD. tROra..Democrat 
voted fbr iL) AI80 em WedMeday, in an impnilehle CIIQ­

Oue.ate,tL~,oral ~~beard ~~ 
state SUpreme Comt OIl MidIipn • =tlovm:iaI, otIf- ' 
ina! cbartI.Ir echooIlaw, which 1awer col.U'tl have nUecI
unamlltitutionaL 

The Nge WIll Iet,"~ iDeo the breach. t.be 
presi.c:Umt laid ... DOthing "".-"Ife pw hia Maryland , 
speech.· ODe Lai:uJing Insider told U, reterrlng tAl ,the 

, presidem'. address to that state r.,Jeftlft on Feb. 10. 
"1 sat readme it aJao, Wiih him.-, " , 

, Perbapt we aIurul4 be thankful ihepreaident paint­
ed by tbe number&, c.'Jor. &cIer, pr'IIIIIIDD8.bl, can claim 
victory by ddauJl And Mr. Clinton micht have pro­
posed DeW Cedent edUcation programs Ii.milu to the ' 
plans !wi itiaeuaed'S oatiMaJ euma, Dat.tonal stan. 
dards IDd ~~~f5c:atiOl\ 

'nt_ .ideas are pra,lamatic at but. Gov. Englers 

diflitWtMs in ptting~ to tab state uam., the 

battle (1'1" adopti.q a state core cu.rrieulum and many 

poulicia.n.a' clelire to deel"l2.IIe teacbercertilieatioll 

requi.rem.enta are deatevidel'loo ofhOW' diSicult com. 

mand..and"CDntrolreform can be. Federal initiative. 

are likely to be eveD more contentious' thaD io-8tatt
battlet. "I, 

ing to !tale lawmakers to have poH~ stop 
at the !Ii:::hoolhouae door. Infusing his ta1k. 
too, was a core opdmiam that he believe9 
everyone can succeed. 
"Mr. Clinton's deli¥ery was so low-key 

that 90me of IUs best points weren't good 
fodder tor TV new!! clips. He likened 
schools to army units, with leade:rship !hat 

,can be taught and trained to build troops 
that _ no matter where they are ba.<ted or 
what ..... - ____......_ meet astandard the 

UlCl ~'1 " 

are selling their fu. 
ture right down the 
drain." , 

That combiMtion 
at high expectations 
aDd aJl underlying 
belief in everyone's 
ability to sai<:ceed is a 
big part of whal lhe 
president conunuru­
CIdIed so M in what 
was essentially apep 
talk to Michigan's 
lawma.kers. If his ad­
dress was not his­
tory-making, it 

WJlR1I!OOLfi:/~"" brought home an im­
PresidencClincDn~tbejoiDt!!lelJlioDaf~ portmt theme in an 
(egi.laD:llewbile_Gav~~~""', ' im~t way. 

How Mr: ClintoD wOUld deal with thiI, be did DOtdiJ 

cl086. 


Yesterday's New York Times preaented tWo t'ront 

page storif.'6 on new pcLiti.eal fl!nd·ra.iai.r:lg ~daJ.a, one 

involvini the lint lady. Mr. Clinton, in contrast, 

~ lAnsing politicoe aome photo-ope and hi..o:iadt 

acme cice hea.dli.nee by sayinghis piece - and DOt much 

else. Perbapenot mw:h else Deeded to be said. 
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t/L/oTEACHER CLINTON 
Prerident rnaJcey importnntpointY on schools, tests .T'be substance of President Bill 

, Cliotoc's speech to the Legi" 
, lUre Thursday was a yawner. a 

rehash of his education initia­
. ·th ~sdce and we&:=:r: ~~. v .... h'did Hinex-­

. S..........,...In. Ita e. we, 
pressmg what may be hiS most 
motivational Tnesaage: "We can do 
this." 

' The president has great skiD 
at making his listeners feel in-

country can rely 011 in wartime. Similarly, 
he said. schooldWd:ren can be led to "suc­
Ceed and triumph in the modem world· 

He extended his con5dent. inclusive 
tone to student testing, stressing that hav· 
ing a high test,!ICOn! meacs nothing if no 

ODeean meet basic standards. and !hat 
having a low score is irrelevant if 
e'veryone can' get over the stan­
dards bar. And he DOted. comfort· 
ing~ that Americans rnBy have to, 

INe with initiaDy dreary results. as 
has been the case v.ith MidUgan's 

new High School ProBciency Test. , 
Mr. Clinton's support for nationwide 

,ouIi! tes!iog oughtto ~rein~ the 
case for testing hci'e~e was speikirig 
abOut slate f8::nrs and !awmake~ 
he cOUld just as biMi &een ad . g 
parents and school'admipistralpCi when 
he said ofre«-mIc:ing: "1 WBJlt to create acli­
mate in which no one can say 'no.' '" It's 
voluntary, but you are ashamed if you 
don't give your kids a chance to do this.· 

Shortly thereafter, he delivered his 
biggest applause line: "By expect· 

ing less of them, we 

http:pr'IIIIIIDD8.bl
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Michig~n officials offer ideas on Clinton speech 

LANSING, Mich. (AP) - President Clinton brings his campaign for 
school standards to Michigan Thursday, having already picked up 
some bipartisan support for the idea in advance. 

Gov. John Engler and state schools chief Arthur Ellis Said, 
Wednesday they back Clinton's proposal to, expand the country's' 
national testing program. ' 

"I'm hoping (the testing) will start next year," Engler said 
while in 0a~hington. 

The president has proposed using the National Assessment of 
Education Progress to test students in 4th grade reading and 3th 
grade math to make sure studen master 'key skills. 

Those tests now are given only in a random sa~ple of school 
districts, rather than to all students. Engler said inserting the 
national questions into the existing Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program test would let Michigan see how its students 
stack up against the rest of the nation. 

"~<Jhen you give your state-only test" everybody is above 
average. When you ask how they're doing individually, 'everybody 1S 

doing great," Engler said. 
, The Clinton administration gave the state a pat on the,b~ck in 

return. 
Michigan students improved 12 points on its 8th grade math 

scores compared to 1990 on the most recent National Assessmenf Of 
Education Progress tests. U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. 
Riley said Michigan, North Carolina and Texas improved the most. 

"They get my most improved player award., This is a big 
achievement," Riley said in a statement released by Engler's 
office. ' 

Adding to the bipartisan flavor, Engler planned to return from 
Washington with Clinton aboard Air Force One. 

Engler spokesman John Truscott said Clinton's focus on 
standardized testing will help Michigan efforts to improve schools. 
, "The president coming to talk about it will just keep that ball 
rolling," he said. 

Meanwhile, many in the audience will be listening more for 
echoes of their own ideas than for details of Clinton's proposals. 

Sen. Joe Conroy, D~Flint, e-mailed the president to urge'him to 
tout an experiment in Flint that has raised test scores by limiting 
to 17 the number of students incla$srooms in grades kindergarten 
through three. ­

"I have told him that this is the way we ought to go in terms 
of reforming our public school systems, to make sure these kidS can 

t a good chance, a good start," he, sa id. 
Rep. Jim Agee, ~-Muskegon, will be listening for support for his 

idea of reinstituting core curriculum stand~rds for Michigan 
schools., ­

Michigan had set in place a requirement that districts follow 
standards of ~hat should be taught in key academic areas at each 
grade, but Republicans repealed that. 

Unlike conr6y, Agee also said he hopes the president will use 
the speech to talk about his vision for charter schools. 

Charter school advocates in Michigan have pushed for an 
unlimited nurnberof charter schools'independent of traditional 
school districts, he said. 

"I just don't believe that's what Bill Clinton believes at 
all," Agee said. 

More • •. 



CLINTON SPEECH, continu~d ...

(1 2. 

State Board of Education President Kathleen straus would like to 
hear the president talk about adequate resources for schools. 

And the Detroit Democrat wo~ld not mind at all if h~ broughi0p 
her' proposal for full-day, full-service schools. She prcposed" 
having schools stay open, longer to off~r day-care, tutoring and 
quality after-school activities to keep youth from joining g~.ngs 
and getting involved with drugs and sex. ' 

"That probably is asking for too much, but something along 
those lines w6uld be a nice touch/II she said. 

Som~thing similar to that idea is included ,in Clinton's "Call 
for Action for American Ed~6ati6n in the 21st Certtury" under his 
proposal for s~fe schools. 

"We should also keep schools open later as safe havens from 
gangs and drugs, expanding educational opportunities for young 
people in the afternoons, weekends and summers and providing peace 
of mind for working parents," his proposal said. 

The proposal also said that Clinton's budget includes a new 
initiative to provide additional' safe havens and extended learning 
opportunities for childten and their families at sch6olsaround the 
country. 

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port Huron, said the focus on education is 
more important than the specifics of what the president says. 

"Any time the president of the united states is here talking 
about atopic, that topic becomes important. That in and of itself 
is positive because of the 'attention (to education) ,,,' he said. 
, Besides lawmakers, about 150 invited guests wlll listen to the 
pres ident in. the Hou'se chamber. 

It is the first visit, to the Michig~n Legislature by a sitting 
president since Theodore Roosevelt spoke to lawmakers ort May 31/ 
1907/ according to Jerry Lawler, executive director of the Michigan 
Capitol 'Committee. '. ' 

He s~id prepara~ions included a ~peeded-up spring housecleaning 
of the capit61'and grounds. ' , 

DETROIT l\.KW~ do 80 linee Theodore Roosevelt in , MAR 6 Igq7 1907. The addres8 is IICheduled to 
Mic:Ngan's sua::esa cutting state t:aJt. begin at 11 a.II\. in the Hou8,' ofEngler se...ves 

, .. 'Y' fJI and refomUng welfare. Representativell' chamber of the 
, " Engler aaic:l "it happened Ul work ,S~t.e Capitol. '. , ' as escort lOr out.·that~~~tDea.t.charide En,ler ha,s bMn lupportive of' 

, back to Michi,an Wlth Clinton. Clinton', bh.epriDt lor improVin,
rq:-to' " e et -We'll nave a chance to chat educatioll. He hal olered to make

",",wID S VJSI IOme,·hesaid, , , ~ the fint ...te tD take CIin­


, ' , Engler has beea a frequent cnt- toa up 00 • proposal to implement 
•, Michig'an' ic of the ~dmini,'stration and jO,ked ' national tMta tor fourth and eighth 

,to Wedneaday about recent revelations .,ade !!Udegbt. " , 

8\1 Carol Stevens '--. -'" ' - that ClinUln alloWed pneroLl:'~' t -rm bopinl it would Itatt. aut 


#. , , ~d. -- pai""" donora to a-net the ftJ"bt m , ~troll Nrw$ Mlultlllll.,.. ''''fall , ' ......, r- Ilo Jear,· Miel Engler. -It won't take 
, '_ the White House. ' much tedera' money. But. we will

" WASHINGTON - Gov. John "We laid, 'Uyou want a check, need the recIenl pvm1.I1lel1i's help
Engler cauiht ~ ride on.Air Fore._ you have to work:" In,Ier said. in test elewlaplllMlL•
One today anelll "COMIn, Preu· ' describing Michlgan's welfare 
dent Clinton to I...auin,. reform program to the National 

The entire Michi,an eonrres- A.eeodetion ofBl.l.Iioesa Ec:ono~sta. 

lional deleption and Cormer G9v. "That', a sharp' contrast to what's 

Jamee Blanchard alao are invited ,oin, on in the White HOUle with 

to trav~1 with the prelident. who the Lincoln bedroOm." 


,addresses a joint aenioa of the 'But the ,overnor told report.en 

Michigan Legislature about hie pro- he ... 11 -absolutely" happy that 

pouls to reConn the natioD', edu- CHntoD hlleldecideel to apeak to • 

9ltiQrW eyBtem. ' -joint ae88ion of the Michig~ Leg.


Eriiter wae in the nation', capi- . iBlatu.re today, the Rnt preillcienl to 

tal this week .r a I8ri. 01 private . 

,meetiI:Ip aDd to give ••peec:h about 
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Clinton takes education 

Clinton-Ed~cation,056)'
proposals to Michigan 

0)-06 2:11a 

By SONYA ROSS . 
Associated Pres~ Writei 

WASHINGTON (AP) - While Congress picks apart his education 
proposals, President Clinton is pitching the plan on fri~ndlier 
turf: Michigan, wheie the governor has 001unteered to experiment 
with uniform testing standards. , 

Clinton was addressing the Michigan-legislature.in Lansing 
today, the second in his series of presidential appearances before 

. state lawmakers to promote his education and welfare prop6sals. The 
. first was in Annapolis,Md., last-month. 

While in Michigan, the pre§ident will appeal for all states to 
establish one set of. performance standards, particularly those for 
fourth-graders in reading and eighth-graders in math, White House 
spoke~man Mike McCurry said Wednesday. The administration says that 
national standards will help show which students have mastered the 
basics. 

"He'll try to persuade them, and presumably the governor as 
'Nell, that we do need standards," MCCurry said. "We .wanted to go 
to a place where the arg~ment can be'made in a more bipartisan 
setting." 

Michigan Gov. John Engler, a Republican, ~aid Wednesday he 
supports Clinton's plan for a national .standard~ H~ and Arthur 
Eliis, state superintendent of public instru~tion, offered their 
state as a testing ground for a National Assessment of Educational 
Progress exam, and Engler said he warits te~ting to begin next year. 

Clinton has said he wants, to make education the No.1 priority 
of his second term. ' 

HiS program would make families earning less than $100,000 
annually eligible for a $1;500 tax credit for' each student's first 
year in college. They would 'be eligible for a second year if the 
student maintains a B average and avoids a drug· conviction. The 
proposal al~o offers a phased-in $10,000 tax deduction for college 
tuition or job-training costs. 

In addition, the president is seeking a 20 percent increase in 
education spending to intr09uce such changes as pre-kindergarten 
for 4-year~01ds, reading tutors, f~r third-grad~rs and computer 
Internet linkage for all public schools. . 

The plan is under fire on Capitol Hill. Lawmakers say it would 
erod~ states' power to run their schools. 

"We remain suspect of any efforts which attempt to centralize 
power and decision-making in Washington, D.C.," said Rep. John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, chairman of the House Republican Conference. 

~eps. Charles Rangel of N~w York arid Pete stark of California, 
two senior Democrats on the tax-writing House Ways and Means 
Committee, said Wednesday that Clinton's tax breaks are too heavily 

red toward middle--..class and wealthy famil s. 
"The tax credit and deduction do not help the lower-income 

students who are most in need of a federal boost to ensure they 
become. educated members .of our ~ociety," Stark said. 

, The testing plan has drawn criticism from Wisconsin Gov. Tommy 
ThompsoD, a Republican, who complained that Clinton'i package meanS 
the federal ~overnment will ultimately dictate state standards. 

Engler, however, said states need a more accurate way of 
measuring what-students know. . ' _ 

l'When you ask how they're ,doing individually, everybody is 
doing great,lI Engler said. "You have'50 states that are regularly 
above average on their 6wn tests. 1I 

http:Michigan-legislature.in
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Clinton's 
schools 
proposal 
touted 
Riley mak~s pitch;
GOP is skeptical . 
By Susan Ferrechio 
TME WASHINGTON TIMES 

President Clinton's' education 
initiatives, inCluding a proposal to' 
offer $1,500 .scholarships to stu­
dents who earn at least a B-minus 
average in college, face an uphill 
battle in the Republican-led Con-' 
gress, where lawmakers likely will 
discard some of them altogether. 

Secretary of Education Richard 
W. Riley yesterday made the first 
official pitch to Congress for some 
of the $51 billion in education ini­
tiatives touted by the president, m­
cluding the America's Hope Schol­
arship, which would give a $1,500 
tax credit to college students who 
coinplete one year of school with a 
B-minus grade average or better. 

That plan, and others, struck out 
before the House Education and 
the Workforce Committee, which' 

. met to hear Mr. Clinton's plan. 
"What is a B average at Prince­

ton U:niverslty in relation to a <;om­
munity college?" said Rep. Bill 
Goodling, Pennsylvania Republi­
can and chairman of the com­
mittee. "Would this encourage 
"dumbing down' the B so everyone 
can get this money?" 

Mr. Riley testified for more than 
three hours before the committee, 
proposing a $39 billion budget for 
the department in 1998, a 34 per­
cent increase in funding, and pro­
moting Mr. Clinton's plan to make 
education ~ top priority in his sec­
ond term. 

Among the president's'new ini­
tiatives is a plan to develop na­
tional tests in reading and math­
ematics, spend $5 billion on school 

construction, and enlist 1 million I 

volunteers to help children learn to 
read. The entire package, includ- .' 
ing a plan to expand the Head Start 
and Pell Grant programs, amounts 
to an unprecedented 20 percent in­

. crease in spending. . 
. "The American people have put 

education at the top of their 

agenda," Mr. Riley told the com­

"Strong and ejfe¢;ve 
.schools and accessible' 
. postsecondary 
education are critically 
important. 

- Education Secretary 
RichardW Riley . 

mittee .. "Strong and effective: 
schools and accessible postsecon­
dary education are critically im· 
portant both for individuals and 
for the strength of America's econ­
omy and democracy:' 

While Repubicans have warmed, 
up to the notion of spending more 
money on schools, they were skep· 
tical of new initiatives with hefty 
price tags or that call for more fed­
eral involvement in state and local 
government. 

The GOP education agenda calls 
for more parental involvement, ba­
sic academics and redirecting 
money now spent on the bu­
reaucracy into the classroom. 

Mr. Goodliilg, a former teacher 
and school superintendent, crit­

icized the president's plan to spend. 

$5 billion over the next four years 

on school construction arid repair. 

Mr. Riley testified that the money 

would serve as an incentive for lo­

cal school districts tei start repair­

ing crumbling schools and build 


. additional classrooms to relieve 

overcrowding. . . 

Mr. Uoodling, however, said he 
is opposed to'the federal govern­

'ment's spending money on local 
school construction. He said he 
might be willing to support the 
construction plan "as a bargaining 
tool" with. the .. president if it is 
exempted from that la~. 

Committee members also ques~ 
tioned Mr. Clinton's proposal to 
test fourth-grade students in read­
ing and eighth-grade students in 
mathematics. The standardized 
tests would be voluntary. and 
would aim. to give teachers and 
parents a better grasp of how stu­
dents are performing on the ba­
siCs. 

"My sense is, there is just a lot 
of confusion about this and we 
need to define it better," said Mi­
chael N. Castle. Delaware Repub~ 
lican. "It's senseless to gothrough 
standards and assessments unless 
you know what you're going to do 
about [the results]." 
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,c. /0SCHOOLMATES 
Clinron,Englerjoinforcafor better edUClltion· . ov. John Engler and President illustration of how compilation and pubn· 

. Bill CHnton, {or today anyw.ly, cation of test scores by school and district 
. stand side by side as the odd have given educators new.focus, raised ex-

couple of politics. With their drz pectati.ons among parents and voters. and 
matically different styles and outlooks. . prompted exira help for students who 
they nonetheless share some of the same need it Children hove benefited. 
ideological space on education. . Public education remains the 

. The governor probably hopes backbone of America's strength. 
the presidenfI in rus speesh to and must be a priority at every 

. the Le~slature, wm star W1thin level of government. But the 
that s ared space: a belief in . tiers ofgovelll'll1lent need to de-
pupil testing to help maintain tine their roles carefully; when 
accountabili~ and to ensure that they tJail away at each other ­
every chila receives an excellent as Go'\[ Engler has done with his 
t>(Jucation. the use of charter schoofs takeover proposals and his executive 
ro give parents options and to serve as a orders removing some powers from the 
prod for continual improvement in the State Board of Educadon":" they become 
public school system. counterproductive. Michigan citizens now 

Particularl . in the &rea of standards spend more time expressing apptehen-
I • v. En ler n 8 e b- sian about the governor's political agenda 

lie-relations he p he can ~et, n some than discussing how to keep the sch901 
Mkhigan districts, high school students improvement process moving. 
and their parents have openly rebelled Mr. 'Clinton can draw lessons there. 
over state proficiency tests, which are only· toO, making clearer mstinctions than the 
in their second year. Without acknowl- governor has about 1eadenlbip of, support 
edging the Ilaws that fomented rebellion. (or and interference in a system that, at 
the governor swept ahead and suggested \east in Michigan, ha.q astrong tradition of 
~hat poor scores on those tests should be local control. These two politicians may 
the basis (or state takeovers of schools. not work as harmoniously on other issues 

President Clinton has the eloquence (the governor undoubtedly has given the 
to make the case more persuasively for president an earful on environmental reg-
standards and. tests. And despite the gov- ulation. for example), but on education 
~rnor's blunt tactics, Michigan's recent they actuaJly may help each other - and 
history p!'o~d~~_tht: pr:esl~~~t.!!1h ~solid_ ;__ 1!Il of Ame!,ca·s.~~~ldreD. __ 

C . 




30 
gngler and OthaN have caned for 

the NAEP tests to b<t rolled in to 
3Sate eXllflU. saving time. 

t" The stakes are· too high School

/6 
 ·St::;.. ..iaraited ie,tine i. a 
 distlids should nut be subject tl)ravonta amon, polieymakerllDETROIT ~ I:,;WS ~ 
because if•• great .ay to roree :~te aid penaltieli or beo:xlme poten­-- - ---- --,- ­ c~ when the resul~ on theae tial ~te ror state t.akoover based 
te.8ta aren't what they ahowd be: . :m the resulu or one or two teN.Critics say state said. Ed Roeber, d.i.rector of student : ··The telts are designed to be 
umrrMt (or the CoUlldl otChief : diagnoetic, to help children learn 
State School Officers, ·buedin :students face 	 Wa.ab.i.nlton . . what they don't know,"aaid state 

.school board President Kathleen 
"There', probably more t.estina : Straus, D·Detroit. 

going 00 than ia neceasary, and it', : "They've turned in to accoUllt·too many exams 	 ct.lr1fuaine the public. Tbe multa at ability testa, whid";e OK, bUL we 
·one tMt 8A)' Miehiga.!llltudeDu are s houldn 't be puttifll all our egg'!! in

PubUc Is confused; adminstrators . 	above average; another la)'sonJy : one buket.· 
one.thi.rd meet state standards; , The high stakes prompted manydread tht penalties ror 10" seore5. another. puts the state in the mid.· parents to sign waivers excusini 


By Mad Hornbeck -. dle of the pea. their children from taking the high 

0..1"';1 Ncw. i.mvml JUlY"" I V "The public aayi. 'What', ~ school proficiency exam this year in 


on? Are we roocl or nOt?" . BirminKham. Monroe andFint there was MEAP 
The teltlnf on.tlau&f\t ian\ lib­ . Muskegon Heights, said BlancheThen .IoI\& c:&a:u~ HSPT. 

Iy to eDd any tune IOCID. Edu.eat.cn Fraser, 8uperinu;ndent of the Mt.Now. there's NAEP. And are pIU\oeophirAJ: . Clemena Community School District.don't (0l"iet the old SAT and 
ACT. . 	 "'Then h.. to be evaluation ar '"I'hellC test ha ve IellS to do these 

This isn't some bubblmg,Pl« what everybody d~•• • u.id daY8 with giving us a prescription 

of alphabet cumbo; they're NbrthviUe middle dool tea.cb.er to belp Johnny and Tboeshll where 

acronyms for .t.andardized Dwight Si~ raceDtlylWftllli they're wea.lc: Fraser aaid. "They're 


DAI:iocW lC:ience teacber ofthe.,...,. .l.eirtsgiveo each )'1!81 to public 	 now a lCO~rd among school dis. 
b1 • fI'OUp of' hia peerI. trict,. In that veiD., we've loat t~eschool students in Miehipn. 

. They we schaola ~ "Polit:iciW in the Jta&e and the true value ohhe teilts: 

Datjon have dMidecl tN. ~ what Educ.atorl and pArents especial·
able (or what €hey are or are 
&hey want t. 11M to TOdn whether ly were critical of the high IChMlnot teaching, advocate. laY. 

They belp parents and educa­ -";dent. a..ad wacheniare doinl eum. The proocienc, test ill us~ 


tora pinJXlmt aMrtA:r:Iminp BDd their .;00., eo we lDay u well get simply to determine whether high 

aaed toO h... . school graduates get an endorse-gauge hvw their school i, 

. ment seal on diplomas. Parents getdoing. oo.npared to o&hers in .Admiaiedan, ~ and • 
co feedbaci on where the studentthe district and state. 	 "_'."u:l",n.~~ 
ill falling short. 

"We set generalsooreB back. We
Still. standardized teate ....,..n,...em bar be.ci.c paint!: 

he.Y8 drawbaaa. AmaaI tbIim: _.Standard testll are neceasary. 
don', know what needs to beTeste take up clUBrOOm time 'Published Icorel make Icboole 
strengthened,' aaid Shankl. thethat cri.baI say !lbould be aper¥ .-:ountabl.e and let J*'\lIlta see how 
.PI'A parent from Clarbton.on instruction. 	 'IDeal acbooll meaure up. 

President Clinton planned 	 . • State teilts have, in practice. set · • ."JeeuJta can identity c:urriCulum 
to visit I...aruring tAxl,s1. eall:ing .. ~ a.a.d wee.ll:Mael. . up th .. m.ti.ndatory state-wide cur­
ror expar.&ion of the National 	 riculum in Michipn that lawmak· "We n~ accountability. We 
Asse&sment o( Educational 	 en and the State Board of Edut'a·.4 to know kids are learnin, 
Progress (NAEP)te&ts .0 	 Lion said they didn't want. ·Hmethiq II they ,0 throu,h 

Local mBtrict8. mindful of whatslates can see how their .tu· ·edaool,' laid Penny Shanb, p~­
dents stack u.p a,amat chil­	 low seores can mean. make Suredlmt o( the PI'A at Saah.a.baw Mid· 
dren in other state. and, .vep-	 they COVer what Will be tested ondle School io Cl.arlcaum: 
twIlly. other nadon.a. . 	 the state-wide e.xama. 'Ibis is called , . "We bay. t:o l!IJIbllW'e kids hAve 

Gov. John En,ler baa 	 "t.eaclting to tbe test'- .tIW IkiIla the:r need whm they ihd­
pi edced suppOrt 	 -.e 10 _ caD aampIt.e in the 21st "Theee teeta provide. way to 

A.!ItraO,I ~ iD ~ ,century.· . bave a atate·mandated curricu1um 

he wants to uae HiP School without actually pU8ing one into 
. ·"AdcIed C.PhiUp Kearney. Uo.i·Pra!iciency 'n.t iHS'n _ tbe' 	 Iaw,~ said Roeber af'ihe: Council of\WIity ~~ aduaatian pro- Chief State School Officers.Ptfichipn EducatUaJ AMeaf. 1wMr: ~!!w-..!l!..beaD oftbe per.
ment Program (NEAP) radtB -Mde'(f~Al.sup. principaiOf


suasion Ulat a good eet ri atandards North Middle School in Macomb's
to Bee which f'a.iliq lliftri. 
.lIli(tIt nH:d N~ tAIk.snw. and meuuremellt of those stan.. County L'Anee CreuBe Schooh: 


-: darda i. a pretty good thing'- "Our teAchen al"l teaching toward

Originally detipwf II • \.001 for . . Encler ~ John Truecott the IIkme that are tested on the 

.zeroing in OD wbere nlldantl and .. ; &aid standard:i.zed testa are an eftec· MEA.P. We're intO::jIT :atintt a lot o( 
counee need ahI:Irirc lip,1lii a&III.I 	 MEAP atWl' into our cwriculWIl.·tiw way II) me.uuni "1vbat we're get,
are now lIMid .. a balia f'ar prai,t. tine far our $ll·billian mve.tment.· State Sell. Dar. DeGrow, R·Port
ing or CDIIdenlD.inlt.Kl!.ooIa, 4I.r· Huron. a leading &chool CJ[JMlrt in
mining whether 8tudllil:iret aeala • Thtt:i.nc it begi:nDiDg toeet up teo

much cl.Slroom t:m:uI. the SE'nate, said policymllkenof II'pproval on dipJom&a and evell n:pect an emphatds an baaica.bt:Iw. mut:h t.a money a c:tiItrict gets. '"I1wa are an awfUl lot attest..· ·We're telting buicsubjecta 
. SOale lehoolaYltem., fearful eaij:l program director Jocathan 

everybody ehouJd know." DeGrow
that low ICOret wiD t.a.r'DiIIh their . Swift fIu.ama Pabtie Sc:tIoola, ..no 

said, "This ian' exotic material We 
~ 'or cost mOlley, baft.eOOOlW'· IUpporta ali:mited.llumher 01 stan· don't expect kids to kDow Spaniah
.pi panmi.I to pull c:bi1dren out cI cla.nliIcd e!'aml. '0 tem. of the by the ft.ft.h IMIde...UIt.aIIlIlIT'i-I.- we~ 1-:....ll\at.ewtl. . 	 ............ ,~,.,1'tI.I.tI-' 


-If ll:!&chin, to the *etot mean..i.tDum oft'w<l w....• ... 
1\1i'r~ teacl\ina k:id.& in lnath how !'I 
multiply and divide by 12,·lIIY~ 
tinf'l fG' ~~~,f4 ."ll ?\"r'\~~p.,,: 7It 

http:1'tI.I.tI
http:Thtt:i.nc
http:tea.cb.er
http:Edu.eat.cn
http:one.thi.rd
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Exam-linking not 

so easy, expert says 

BY PEGGY WAl.SH-SARNi:cKl tC. /
F". Pm.. F.duellitwl W1'i~ . -p THE EXAMSGov. John Engler wants a national. 

education tell' to be combined with 
 lOP:The MichigiUl. Michigan's homegrown tests as eartY 

Educational Assessment .i!3 next year, but a testing expert ar. 
! Program .is given to fourth-,. that a not be as easy as it soun s. 

fifth-, seventh· and eiglltb­Sh sniikriril, a fonner cumcu­
gTadersin public schools andlum director for the Michigan Depart· 

ment of Education wno now runs the participating private schools. 
National AsSessment ot Education It tests basic skills in 

Progress test in Washington, Said the 
 reading, math, science and 


. NAEP .and Michigan tests are de­ . writing. Scorl'!S proviqe a 
signed differently. I snapshot of a student's 

Engler's spokesman john Truscott prog;ess and are used (or 
believes the differences can· be state schools' accreditatiofl· 
worked aut. . . . 

"We haven't figured oulall (lithe I NIEP: Michigan is among 48 
details, but the governor is looking · states and territorieS that· 
for something that would. be a repre­ participate in the National 
sentative comparison . to all the Assessment of Education 
stales," Truscott saldthis week. "He Progress, developed by the· 
wants ilomething that can be com· ·U.s. DePartment of 
pared. It may not be all the questions, Education. Testing is done in
bot it wiUbe someth.i.ng that can be math, science, reading,compared." . writing, geography, history,

The biggest difference between civiCs. economics, arts andthe two [estsis the samples, Shakrani foreign languages. Resultssaid this wt:ek. . 
c.ompare states to states andTIle'Mkhig!n Erlucation.al ~9-.0 · to the nation.men! Program tests. compare stu· 

dents to their pe.:a. . . TIISS: The TIlirdReading and math testa are given; 
International Mathematicsin fourth and seventh grades, and 
and Science Study test . :science and writing in fifth and eighth 
samples SOO,<XXl students.·grades. 0 

. All of the tests contain the same including 4O,OOlU,S. 
Questions. students, in fourth, eighth 

The tlMP ill given to a represen­ and 12th VcKIes in 41 

tative sarDolin.e: of !!wdeny in yariaus 
 countries. Developed by a 
grades in 48 states and territories. · Netherlands-based group, the 
including Michigan. progmn is supported in the . 

Results are used to compare states United States by the National 
:0 Slates. The lest does not assess Center for Education 
ini:lividual students' progress. StatisticS and the U.S. 
. Not every student gets the same Department of Education.. 
set of questions. and some NAEP By Pt8J(J Walsh--Sanrec.i 
Questions are more difficult than oth~ 
ers . 


. Sh~i!!aid Engier'sJdea would--· - - .... 


work it the NAJ::P is modified so it 
. measures all fourth· and eighth-grad­
, ers as individuals, insfead of produc· 

ing a stale average. for example. aJI 
students would probably have to be ­
asked the same questions. 

. Shaiaani said the NAEP tests 
probabJy are more clltficuJt than the. 
MEAPs,

On the NAEP, students must pro­
vide an answer and a reason l'or the 
answer, . .lJld do in-depth problem 
sowing. MEAPs are multiplKhoice 
tests and art> noras difficult. he said. 

"It's nol t'alSY,· Shakrani said of th~ 
NAEP. "We're trying to determine 
what percent of the studenlllrelich 
th;·b~si;-l~~js a:;;-d what-percent 
reach the proficient leveL" 

also wants to use the Third
I
. 
Internationa a ema j. 

°ence :stlI~ as Plnidegt BiD CljOtoo 

I 
suggeste in his lWint education 

'. ~da, bUt there may not be time to 
./0 iJiCde it in next year's MEArs. 

Truscott said. 
. "TIMSS ft're ddinitely 100kine to 
1 implement Whether we can do both, 

ldon'tknow: Truscott said. ,.
i 
o. 

Clinton'S education agenda pro­
: poses that all four th-grlders take the 
I NAEP reading lest and eighth1iTlld· 

ers, the TIMSS math [I'SI. TIMSS is 
. I ~v!.nin 41col,l.ntries.... 

I 

I 

·1 

I 
j 
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Gju ~luJ EpcJtts Q!an to 
revamP ucabon 
aamiliiSiiitjOg iii MIcbica! 
was bkw:.ked ThW"9day by a 
dmdt jude. . 

m,twri County Circuit: 
Judge Carolyn SleD issued a 
preliminary injunction 
blocking an euQ.ltiYe order 
due to take effect next week. 

She refused to block a 
second eleculive order, 
acheduled to take effect July 
1. but saiit if the full cue is 

not decided by thea the 

motion can be renewed. 


Engler in D~ember 

issued two elecutive orders 

transferring to the stale 

superin~entofpublic 

. instruction many duties that 

haY! been carried out by the 

State Board of Education. 


The ruIini came in 

respouse to & lawsuit filed oy 

the four Democratic 

m~bers of the board. 


They challenged Engler's 

power to pull away many of 

the board's powen.. . 


"It was the one we really 

needed: said Board 

President Kathleen Straus of 

Detroit, referring to StelJ's 

bloc:ldng of the first order. 


Fenow board member 

Barbara Robert M.3san of 

Lansing !'.aid, "I'm very 

pleased \iy tile judge's 

decision.' 8y t1t~ .4.s:so.cwt,d 

Press 


::; 

http:Erlucation.al
http:someth.i.ng
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CLINTON VISIT: LESSON FOR LEGISLATORS 
"\ 
N'. ... 

~ an• 

,..~ Cfinton pushes state to lead nation 
~ in movement to ~r~e e~uca.tion ' 

"ClNt~7~ SIItI JoamoI 

~ Willi bistorJ • aba&:t.drop, PnsIdert C1In1rJn ddiYmd
MtIIurpoI" pQn 011 edur.a!!on II!Id coop!!I'Ition 'llwrI­
III ., to I ,. IP'lUiI 01. IfIIIII oIfidaIl and.1awmakt.n. 
- Ia billpnch It tbt Cajlillll, ClaiM pushed 'Joag II.s! 
~ 01 ~ fftllII ...nlttrr 10 httpclilldrenrtadto 
(11 IAII cn4I!J to PI!' tor ~,bulwon the mot! applallft 
... lor. IImPie IIIe.IAIf about 1Iatldards. 

He tDld'the PldWlIII4ienoe, filled wllh 1IwmWri,
dlcnnrla and, few w~ Icllbyistl, INit all 
~ IIIUd do bettei OIl tatf that IIIWII!1 their 
pI'OJT'eII - and JII!uItr IIIUSI mtped It fiora thell!. 
. "TttinillllOt be euy • ClnIon.mid. "If they dOll'!do 
9tlJwelllt 1Int.1I'~ FObahIyIllf:n!Mlt fault Iilantheir!. 

"Wbtn WI! Re people III 4i1fiaal1 cil'l.'UIllS1ana! 
IOIIIeIizber out ~!be g<IOdnesJ of 0III.hart, we exercise 
our tnIIIpISsion 'by e~ less out of diem," be said:,
•AId we Ire Iellin.. !heir /ufwe right down tile drain 
mry IiJIIe we dol" , '. ' 

Thta !iDes, t~ lilt eod at his 4J-minutt speecf!,
.nmecI Olnloll t staading ~'BIiOn. 1bq also ~. 
td M ~ app!'OIId\ _ one thai left both 
~ and: !>frit0CflLb' !.alis&d. 
. 'BiII Cintonllu ~ been i'1lfY plOg!'eSSive when 
It 1I0IIIoI:I to edlltalioII, both as agOYe!nO( t!Id as pres:i. 
-." said It!p. Frank F'Jt7telIIld, \I-GrwI ~e. 
~ aI tilt idea lit has ""'"held 1ft Ones lhatwt as 
, JlIIItY IIr.oa lI.IppO!Ied ill-!lilt stitt.· : 

Thf day had I bipartlsall leel !rom die itart. 
0lnI0ri II'riYcd in ~ lerltir fifIII visit hi fiPa 

Jftn with Rtpublku GOII. IobII MgIer - BDd IIlO5t of 
lilt lIah!'f OOngrasiOllat ~JeatiOIl- folklwlnc hllII 
41JIMI the Reps at Air fom Onl. 
fba Speai!r CWtis Hemd IIIId ~ JoII1)U" Il!.WI 

:w.,1ioXIt t:lemocrm. ~pattoldie IIilJX1f I\'dtxn­
113 pIIIJ, IIkirlg v.ith l tIdIlY mix d ~ 

All lWIpraise (.:lrlt least J)arI arQlnIOO'! Plan. wltich, 
1tUla IIIUSh lor II'ICft dlarttr Ichoola, kI\II.htr ttlt ­
'" ~ wi. JIlin CCllllI\Ilen ill the dmrocm. 

, IlIiak lit was hert 10 cdelxate what !Nt II6Yt hi 
JJIIImOII, DOt to ~hI iIlffmnc:.a,· &aid fllrrner Gov. ' 
Iamet IIIU1Char{ a'bemocrat and longtJme Ciatoo 
'riend • trmltd be~ with the pcaiilm. 

''ThIs - ~ to be a bipar!ban trip. not alItIisan 11.lly.~ 
The IpeiIdI to 8 joint IWbI ollbe I.egWature was !he 

II1t bJ.president lirullepublianTbtOdon IIoOtnd 
ft 19IfI'~_I~flllrana loth! 
- dIamhen, ..iIh ~ MId ()(hen WfPl!lr!data Illd pupiftg for handthUa wNle _III tilt 
Illay IbcMi ~ ror I bdI.er .... 

• The$ptKilIl'lll<linlOIl·S~Io • .!IIk~e 
1: •push tile eduaIlllll goaIr!le outlined durinlflle 1m 
~ IIIIp8lcrIIlld In lib! !!Cent Stale 0( the UnIol1 addma, 

,.Spedal puIout 
!~.aecIIon IMIde' , ". 

~ :. 

III Democreta 'and Re­

publicanl 11M dlf!eItnt 
 ! 
I!km on Jamt speed\, ,:1

r,lbut botli 8_ lllied it ,~ " 
"PII/iIIl5A 

,I;l,
{;.. i 


I Prealdanl Cllnlon 

wows hlen columnistS! 

alrjlot1.' . 
Pu&eBA 

l 
. ,.,f 

;. 
6} Crowd O!.ItIIide Caj)ltol 

have ditfilfOOt teaSOM 


for comino. 

PassIA 


:j' 

I
' 

~ ~r!l ~rpta frOm 'iha' ad. 
dress to !he Leolslatul'e.
Page 7A 
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I StudenIS U8fI IIpeecI\ I 

-- as springboard far d. 
bate OIl edutltian: 

7A 

-' 

" :!; 
"'" t ••

",\VGkoml'll.dwm: Presi­
• dimt Clinton WllWl to lfle .'

_ablY in the tlouse 
enimbel1 Thul1day before 
addressing a;QInl-S188­ d' 

,jOll of the legislature, 
FlaMIng him lila HoUI8 

Mdjority Leader Curtis Her­
telUeftl and Senate MI· ' 

norify leader Jolln Cherry 

Ir;ghU.

II. ~88e see CLIKTDN, 84 
GItCQ DoRUIn:ivt..nsing Statl Joum.tI 
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Continued FROM lA 
The tirst was last month In· 
Maryland. 

"There ls no Demoaatic way or 
Republican way," Clinton said. 
''There is no Msryland or Michigan 
way. to learn. Reading is reading, 
math is math. Politics sbould stop at 
the schoolhouse door." 

That may not happen immediate­
. ly in Michigan, wbere even as edu­

cation is at the top of everyone's 
agenda, there are dl.S8greements on 
just what approach to take. . 

The GOP, led by Engler, has 
pushed. tor more cltoice for parents 
and creating independent charter 
schools. l)emocrats, who control the 
House, have resisted, saying charter 
schools siphon money from tradition­
al public .schools and should have 
dearer standards and safeguards. 

(n the House, Democrats are 
pus~ a return to a state-mandat­
ed cumallum for public schools ­
something Republlcans removed 
during the last session, arguing that 
local control was more important.

Little of that was mentioned 
. Thursday. however, as Hertel and 

Engler sat behind Clinton - one on 
eacn side - both beaming through­
out the speech.. . '. 

BefGre Clinton spoke, Engler 
stressed that Mich~an is ready to 
be the [lISt state to lise national test 
questions to see how its stude~ts 
measure up. H~ also highlighted the 
state's 79 charter schools - two ar­

... 

Worth the wett: 
Therese Breun­
inger (left),'Cin­

. dV Allen and 
Margie: Moore 
clap as Presi­
dent Clinton 

waves to them 

'rom 'his car 


.Thursday. The. 

three are legis­

lative Services 

Bureau 
workers.

GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State Journal 

eas where he and Clinton appear to 
be in sync.' '. 

"No chaUeo,e confronting our 
state or the natIOn is more urgent," 
said Engler, also greeted by ap­
plause.. . 

In the midst of awe-struck reCer~ 
enees to the pov,1!r of the lntemet 
and the early-years growth of. a 
newbOrn's brain, Clinton sketched 

. out bis own plan. . 
Anhe center: standards. 
"It doesn't matter if your. child 

makes the highest grade In the class 
if nobody gets over 'Ihe standards 
bar, II he said. "And it doesn't matter 
if your child makes the lowest grade 
in the class if everybody gets over 
the standards bar." . 
. Among Clinto.n's p'roposals:
II Childhood literacy. With the 

belp of volunteers, every student 
should be able to read by the third 
grade. . 

II More cbarter schools. He 
wants to double federal startup 
money and have 3,000 r)ationwide 
by 2000. . 
, iii CoUege afiordabiJity. Tax cred­
its and an increase in grant money 
would send mOTe students to 
college.

S Computen. Every classroom 
and library should be connected to 
the Internet. . 

While here, Clinton' annoullced 
an $8.6' roilJion grant aimed at 
boosting technology in Miebigan 
schools that hav" large numbers of 
low-income students, 

In his speech, Clinton told of fin~ 
ing four books to help his daughter, 

. Clie.l.sea, with a researdl peper, oldy, 

to disoaver she already had found 


· eight articles on the Internet, . ; 

. 'Pfbisis aninaedible thinJt," he 

said. un we make this available to 
all· children, it will chailge in a 
breathtaking way what people can. : 
become, what our children can 
imagineth~mselves beco~ing." .' 

The .president worked In several' 
referen.ce.s to Roosevelt. ~aring 
the c:balI.engeg of his time. - when' 
cars and electricity were'new - to 

·today, as the coontryfaces a ~ cen­
tury. white .enjoying peace and 
prosperity. . . 

· "ThiS)S II. rare time," Clinton said, 
While the presidential visit was 

· less rare for Lansing ,than most cit· 
ies its size, a growing crowd of more 
than 100 gathered. on the north side 
of the Capitol just to watth the mo­
torcade leave•.. 

Some waited for nearly two hours 
in the coJd', . . \ . 

"It's exciting." said Lesfui' Cimade­
·villa. a Cooley law School student 
who wafted with a pocket camera and 
B hat pulled over her ears_ . . 

· Linda Rademacher of 51. Jobns 
.waited during her lunch.hour, hood 
· pulled tight over her eannuffs. 

"I guess I kind of agree with most 
of his poUcies," she said. "To me, he 
"seems like a very lik!able person. 
Lately, tbough. It seelIl$ like they're 
tryinglo find some fault wilb rum,''' 

Staff writer Chris AndreW3' con­
tributed to the story,' 
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TEACHER CLINTON 

President makes importoill paints on si:hooiY, tests 


T 
he liIubstance ot President Bill 
,Clinton's speech to the Legista-. 
~ Thursday W1IS OIl yawner. a 
rehash ·of his education initia­

tives, with same juvenile-justice and wel­
fare talk sprinkled in. Yet he did well in ex­

o~e can mc;etbask: standards, and that 
motivational message: "We can do baving a low $Con:: is irn:leva.nt if .. . 

everynne can get oVer the stan­
The president has areat skill 

this. 
dards ~ And he Doted, j:omfDi1­

at making his listenen teel in­ ingly. that Arneric:u.bs ma:I have to 
cluded in, and even wart1U!dby, . 1M: with initially dreary resuJts, 811 

his rhetoric. That talent shoWs to its has been the c::ase witla Michi,gBn's 

v; 

pressing what may be hiB ,most 

L 

maximum effect when he is making a 
nonpracdsan plea, u with his repeated urg. 
ing to' state Jawmakfn to have poUtlo> stop 
at the schoolhouse door.lnfusing his talk. 
too, was a core optimism thathe believn 
.,reryone can suo:eed. . .', .. 
: Mi. Clinton's delivery was 90 low-key~· 

. ' .. 	 that some of his best points weren't good 
fodder for TV news clips, He likened.- , 

schools \'0 army units. with le.adenlhip thal 
.... ~ C1Ill be ta.ught and trained to build tJoops 

,that.-no matterwbere they are based or 
what their spccialI:y-:-meeta stmdard the 

COWltry can rely on in wartime. Simi1a.rIy, 

he aid, schook:hildreD can be led to ·suc.­

ceed and triumph in the modem world.­

, He extended his confident. lnc1uSM! . 

·tone fO studenttesting, stressing that h31l'­

ing a high test IICDre means nothJng ifno 


new High School Profideru:yTest. 
Mr. Clinton's support lor nationwide . 

pupil ~ ol.lgbtto help.rei,nvigorate the 
. case for testing here. He wu Spealdnll 

about stab! governors and,lawm.alcl!l".9, but 
he could just as wen have beea addressiDll 
parents and school admiDisb'ators when 
he said oftest~ '1 WBDtto creabi a cJi.. 
mall! in which no one can s;ry 'no: ... It's 
voluntary, but you ate ashamed if you 
don't giVl! your 1cids a ch.imC:e to do this.­

Shortly there~ he delfvered bls . 
biggest applause line: ~By expect­

ing less of them. we 
are seJling their fu­

.	ture right doW'll the 
dmin..- ' 

Thatc:.:.mb.lDa!ioll 
of high eic:peCtatiODS . 
and'an underlying 
belief in evet'yOne's 
abilltytO sUcceed is a 
big part of what the 
premdentconunu~~ 
c:ated 90 weD in~hat 
was essentially a pep . 
talk to Michigan's 
lawmaken. Ifhls ad- . 
dress was not his­
tory-making. It 
broqght borne an Un­

. portant t,heme in an 
Important way. . 

1JF.BiP. 

~ 
, -':'-'. ­

IM!U'IIEDOI.UI~_ 

PresidentClintonadi.D~the jDiDtllil!!il.llianmtbe . 
lA.'8Islarute wbi1e Gov. EagJer appJauda. 

, . 
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Editorial Board, 
Gary M. Su'8man President and Publisher 


Steve Crosby Executive Edltar 

Ronl Rucker Water. Managing Editor 


Mark N':a;on Editorial Page Editor 

, Marcia Van Ness Assistant Editorial Page Editor 

Community members' 

" Paula Cunningham, Joseph Maguire 

i ,Robert Trez'_ Jr. Aaron Keck 


, 'Our OpinionS, 

;, laRare time' 

~ 

.~ ,Clintc>nvisit could bei 

,an education catalyst
: 
! 

part history and part history lesson. Presitlent ' 

: Clinton's address lbursd~ to lawmakers was a 

:semJnal moment In Michigan Ii ongoing education 

'debate. ," 

: As for Clinton's grander reform plans. they fac::e

:80 uncertain congressional future. His !:All for na-. 

-donal testing Standards needs to be thoroughly , 

:.weighed against the needs and self-rule of mdlvid­
-ual states. ' , 

~ Yet the president's lnsisteoce 00 basic education 

!reform rings true. Clinton stemly challenged the 

:"dumbirlg down" syndrome in some schools. saYing 

:Children are h8nded.no favors by expecting too tittle 

~fthem.' . 

: _ ',We are ,selling their future right down the drain 

~ time we do it," Clinton said.. ' , 
.',:f c:Gnton's clJallenge spoke most dlrectly to parents 

, ~d edU~t(;)rs rather than to la.wmakers and , 

~ ~standa:rds. High eXpectations. A ~ degree 
~.'rf accountability. Those were the president swords, 
~uching on the essence of education reform. " 
t4 Higher standards and expectations mean if. collec­
~~ vvillingness to discard old notions, to do more 
~d do better. They mean we will expect more from 
~dents. teachers, parents, schools, Bnd tIHI entire 
~ppo.rtiYe (:omnlunity. . . 
:: Clinton recalled the 'last time a sitti~resident ' 
~d.ressed the state Legislature -lb re Roose­
!I1elt in 1907. He compared Roosetlelt"s p'residency to
Jus. a period ofrelative ,national tranquility but also 
,Sn era poised for cb~e. ' , 
~, "This is ,a r:a.re time; said the presjdent. reflecting ,
:;in other presidencies {llagued bY civil war, world . 
:War or depression., ' 
::, Rare .peace and prosperity are easily overlooked ,':rn a:9',Dlcal age~ That shouldn't be so. Michigan 
~ould accept the p~dent's challenge as a~n­
:ill one, and make Thursday's presidential vislt not a 
:J1istorical footnote but a watershed for Michigan 
:edcuation. " " " '. " " . "" 
s' , " 

,.~.~ ....:""". 
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Bipartisan 

truce·nice 

while it lasts'· aIk about a love-in. 

It was as if AIr Force 

One. Bill Clinton at the 


. controls. had made a low 

· pass over the Capitol on 

Thursday. drenching it with ••• 
well. some fonn of high-po.....-ered 
tranquilizer 5pnay. 

Ob, sure,-it wore off after 
lOlwhile. 

But whDe the pre% was La. 
· town ... well. it was as if clvili.ty. 
conegiality and galloping 

· bipltrtisanship had suddenly . 
Seized all the bot-bloods and. 
ldeologues who nonnaJly infest 
the Capitol and turned them all 
~to cherubs ... or maybe 
political eunuchs.' . 

Gov. John Engler, who de.... 
from Washington with' the . 
president and wekomed him 
warmly in front of the joint 
legislative session. beamed. . 
smiled. nodded and applauded all 
through the president's 45­
minute speech (about educatiOn 
and. wel.fare reform) and, . 
.afterward. told re~rt.e1:S it ~ 
"tremendous." 

'Fonner Gov. Jim Blanchard., 
who'd lIowo in on the ea.rne 
pblJle (He and Engler cha.tti:d 

· amillbly aboard but didn't sit· 
together. -It's 8 big plane," . 
Blanchard deadpanned.).labeJe<l 
the speech superb and said it 
outlined an essentially. bipartisan 
agenda. 1ben: is absolutdy DO 
reason foe Democrats 01". . 
Republican$ not to ~ 00 it," 
he. said. 

And atate Sen. Dan I>eGrcnv, 
R-PortHurqn, seemed to 
sumniarize the pmalling 
legislative reaction when he said 
later, ~I reel very comfortable 
with the ~siden1'5 ~ ­

Y 

all oHtl-" . ' 
And flO It went fur the ~ 

hours or so the President was 
inside the Capitol. . . 

Ob, sure, not ~rYlhinr was· 
perfect. . . . 

TmmedittteJy followiua the 
spt!t'!Ch. national press types 
accompanying the pl'ellident 

·~~ La. a venomous, IS. I 
minute give-and-take with ClintoD 
spokesman Mike McCurry over 
the latest revelatiOllS of White 

· House/Democrat!<: Party fund­
.raising hanky-PankY. 

,. 
. 

But that was awaY from the 
House 600£ where '¥'annth and 
C4l1uacaderie ~re stiU the r..\ge. 

And~ yes. state Sen. Jim 
Berryman. D-Adrian. an 
announced 1998 candid8t.e for 
governor. e~ed in wbat be 
later tl:rmed a ~pecsona1. p£otest'" 
against Ena'er and legislative 
Republ.ic;.Bns (but not, be 
empbas!J:ed, OI,pinst Clinton) and 
watched the sPeeCh on television 
in the near.oemptySenate 
chamber. . 

He ac.Cused the COPe" of 
hypocrisy Cor claiming to 
embrace Clinton's education 
reform agenda wbile. he 
charged. turning their baclG on 
sllch reform in I\Iticbjgan. . 

. Also. there were quiet groans 

from some Democrats. who 

complained about Clinton's 

.p~se Cor Engler and £ngler­

style c.harter school reforms. 

And, of course. there were 

I!imilar groan'" from some 

Republicans who thought Engler. 

instead of welcoming the 

pre~dent. should have told lUm 

to gc:t lost. . . 


still .... 

Wen. look. nus was - as 


has .been weJl..pUblidzed - the 

first address by a' sittin,g· .. 

P'resident to a;oint se$!l.i.on of . 

the Michigan Legis\aWJ"I: m90 

yean.·Il was an ei/'ent. a 
SPECTAC1.E!And not many of 
us Me likely to be lirouniJ the 
next·time. . 

So, why not l;>ebave ..• at .. 
least fol' a. few ho..u:s. eb? 

footnotes. 
1lIE. £ToIW. GDIOAL: Engler 

. brought down the hoUse, when 
he referred to Theodore . 
Roosevelt's addres.s to a joint 
session of the Mic.hl.gan . 
Legislaru,re, in 1907. Then, 
pointing to Mic.hl.gan~a venerable 
attorneY general. F'nWk K£Uey 
.(35 yean> in of.tice and counting), 
remarked: "J\tiornl:')' ~era1 
}{e'lley tens me it ...as quite an 
occasiOn." . 

(Note: House GOP Jcader 
Ken Sikkema. R-Grandvil1e, later 
.told reporterS thit Kenl!)' had 
predl.c1ed Engler might use sucb 
a line.) . 

· 

.....~ 
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Reaction to Clinton's 	 Senate Majority Leader Dick 
education agenda split 	 Posthumwa challenged Democrats 


tei take: up a bill lncreasing' the nUlD­
along partisan lines 	 ber of cbarten: immediately. 
But U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow, 

!=i 8)'a::;}~77 ,D-Lansing, !<laId Clinton'S and 

Lansi.o& Stalo Jownal , , Engler's posJtions on school issues 


aren't lIS do'se lIS they seem. 

Republicafls and Democrats , " "The wot'ds sound the same. the 


lIeemed to bear two different 'actions have been very diffetent," 

speecl1es trom President cUnton on : she said. Clinton, for Instance, em­fThursday- and both gave him rJlV'e phasized lifelong learning. while 

reviews. 
 Engler cut adult, education 

, Republicans hailed Clintop's edu­ 'spending. 

cation addreS5 to the Legislature as State Rep. Laura Baird, D-Oke­

unbridled support for theit efforts mos, sald she beJleved Clinton suc­

to expand the number of charter ceeded in contrasting hill' position, 

schools In Michigan. Democrats with Engler's. ' , 

fiercely oppose that effort, saying "I think they have 'very dJft'etent 

'the e,Qsting charter schools aren't approaches. I think Clinton's strate­

held Ilccountable. gy is more inclusive and bringing 

, "Face it, Bill Clinton's rot charter peopJe along, rather than the kind 


schools, the National Education&­ of cQnfrontational, in~xour~tace 

spclation is, John 	Engler and the ,style "We liee in Michigan, she said. 


Senate Republi ­ , Former Gov. James Blanchard, a 

c aris' Ollie tor frieDd ot Clinton's since both were 

charter schools .Democratic governors in the 1980s,
,"He?s got for Michigan's 	 said the president sought to be in­ "::'

'SO lD.uch future," said tentionally bipartisan. 
Sen, BiU , "He wants to make sure the cam­empathy, Schuette, 'R­ , palgn for better education is biparti-

.i;{ 

MidJa.nd. san" Blai..::hard sald. "I thlrik he , ,"r".~.' .he just 
"Michlglln "underscored U,at. quite effectively

takes Democrats are ""y praisIng Michigan and Inviting 
"1''''' ,1out of Ii)'llC with 	 ,Gov. Engler to fly With us backoff,'" our presidenf, 	 ,hete. '" , ,', 

~~~-.their Lan.sing Mayor David Hollister, 

Lansing , leader.' ......ho has created his own blue-rib~ 


Democrats. bon com.m.ission to srody education 


DiIIWI tIoOIdBr rarty's 	 " 

mayor 
on the 'other Jh Lansing, said Clinton 181i:1 out his 

hand, latched agenda effectively. , ' 


on to ClinIon's call for strong stan­ ; : "I thought it was in6plrational.. I 

dards, which they tnwlJlated into II. thought It sincere:' he SaId.
was 

pitch tOt a mandated core'curricu­ :"~He'$ got so much empathy, he just


tues off." ' lum. HOU6e Democrats are P\l.shing 
to restore a mandate repealed by East Lansing schools Superinten. 

Republicans in the last sesldon. , dent Daniel Kec1c:, invited to sit on 

, "He pointed out verY clearly that 'the HoUse floot, with state Sen. 

educatio"(l.ll1 reform is ,more than a :Dia.nne, Byrum, D-Onondaga, sald 

one-dbnensiol;1al challenge." said .he WBIiI encouraged by the presi-

Senate Minority Leader .lohn Cher­ ; ~eDt's positive and upbeat chal· , 

ry. D-CJio. "The preaident 6aid wlj "lenge to educators. ' 

need to be'comm.tned to basic cur­
 , "I wish our legislators would take 

riculum, and yet the Republicans, : a little, Jesson from what WBIiI said 


,this mo=ing," he said. "I think 


L 
have backed away from It.'' 


Clinton's address - the second to 
 when someone comes into town and 

a state legislature since his, State qf 
 , takes a. very, positive leadership ap­

the Union message in Jan\l.ary -, Ia proach to restructu.rilu:, it shows it 

part of a c;;a.mpaign to place improv­ . Will get WI a Jot fartlier thaD the 

lrig scbool& at the top ,of tbe natio"(l.ll1 
 blame ,g~e," , . 
agenda. ~-, Staff writers Greg' J., Borow:iJd 


In broad terms, he wants all 8- '~MarkMQye$ contrlbl.ltlld tr1 this 

year-olds to be'able fo J;'Bad indepen­ .nIpo{'t.

dently, all 12-year-oldS'to be able to 

'log ontothc' Internet" all 18 year­

:01d9 to be able to attend college and 

'all adult. to commit themsefve.!!l to 

,UfeIoDg learninlj\.' ' 


.. ' His "lO-point 'call to a.ctio~· in­

cludes such things &smore re",ding ......--=­

't:uton:, national testing and upgrlld­
, ed technology. ' , 

:' - Although Clinton declared that 

: "polities should stop, at the dus­

"t'QOm door," it was immediately IIp­

:,pareDttbat there are sharp partisan

:.differenc~5 in the Michigan 

'. Lc:gislature.
" After the speech, Republican 
leaders held a DewJI conference to 


-highlight the areas where theT 

. agreed with CUnton, focusing pn­

:marily on charter schools ana Da­
·tional testim!. , " , 


...... : (-.,. 
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'Meeting the president niak¢s kids~\vairworthwhile 
m 
'" :i~~s8-n ~!!n~' for the other students, ' 

, 
, To those aboard Air Force One., 

CariOi Cosey must have looked 
like the petted welcome for Presi­
dent Clinkln, 

The g·year·old bundled in i 

,black coat flashed a t~y grin 
and a yellaw cardboard rn~, that 
read, ''Weloveyou,Mr. Prestdent," 
asCllnton'splanetaxiedacr05sthe 
runway~aymomingatCapi·
tal ety Airoort, . . . 

Minutes later, Cosey and nine 
other local students.found thelll­
&elves faai,to.w:e With the leader 
of the fret world, 

u]'n remtmber it fo~aret;,tt:wd 
Cosey, a student at Mid.Michigan 
Public ScbooI Academy in 

l 
:_"'a!t'~~l!'J 

who eamed the chance to 'meet 
Clinton by writing essays and let, , 

,tea to the Lan~ing State Journal 
U.S, Rep. Dtbble StI!benow ma~e 
!be arrangements WJth lhelWhlle 

House. ' ' 


The group - ranging i~ ,age 

from 9.to Ij and representing 10 

local schools - arrlvl!d at the air· 

port.about 9:15 a.m. 

,Theyspentab~anbourwatcb-
mg Secret Semce agents, report· 
en and police prepire for the visit 
before aW'hite Bouse staffer \l8h­
ered. th~m onto the runway to " 
await'Air Force One. 
DarrellC~kettr a 9-year·old 

. from El·Ha.u Malik EI-Shabazz 
Academy in Lansing. pulled his 

,,', , ,,: " ,',' , "",')' '," " : " 'Clin~::d~~~~,~:~~:~ 


'8' , ' 
iii ,0'; 
.,',;: D 

ROD,SANFORDJlansm9 St~te Journal " ..... .';' t .:: . " ;. ~tteQ to tbe president by Lan­
, . ." . '.:' ' .. : .,',: ':.' ' , : -.::' ",,; , .. :::RlJ\g·area students;. 

coat over l'Iis head and Jlulems cludlnt Mayor DlMdHoUlst~1 ahd. '~.;A few more smiles, a few final 
over his bandSio ward pfflbe cold...,beide,a'$~tfor ,~:,&t\ld,~~ '!:j,ans and the presIdent ~ucked 
,When ClintOD emerged from the . wholwere ilttiofled near/he.presl. . , 
,pillne, he greeted loCal officials; in· , dentiallim~ine,: ",',.' " ·p;leaseseeKIDS,8A 

r·r-' 'J 

I 

l' 


~ 
i • 
L.:.._: 

IOilvenlr 'red from the frigid 1lU', 

' ;,.mUt: Carlos' '"The pres,ident spent about five 
Cose II ' ,mUlUtes WIth, the ,students, ,who 

'third\sderaf '<- we,re accompan,le1i by Diane 
"'.. ,.,' ,j, ", ,:" ,,:{S\l'lcer, a Grand River Elemenl.ary 


,. ' Mld"'vll~hl' "1'," ;School fourth-grade teather, He 

", }!gB~l~,b.~(,,:,::.,., .. )~ROk bandi, collected Cifts, , 


r,' Scnoot :i::::;: ':, ,;,:~s~ autographs and posed for 
\ ka'demy;gUts :' t ~p pictures, ' 

~,

1I;'I8l.1tO. ' KatelynChristemen and AShley 

graph from . 'Thomas, both 9 years.old, ~ve

"",' qlntoll a nDtebook filled WIth 

: .chn~on ~. .::. :~:,spme of the more thaD 700 letters 


~ a: 
II. 
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Kids: Visit 

was worth 


~Ithe'wait 
Continued fROM lA 

jnto the limo for the trip to the 
state Capitol to address 
lawmakers. . 

"It exceeded my expectations," 
said Brian Ngo, a 17·yeat-old se­
nior from Haft High School. "It's a 
great' experience to shake his 
hand and talk to him: 
. "When y6u see hlm on 'IV, y(lu
don't see him as a rea] person.'" 

Ngo wasn't the only student 
who saw a new side of the· 
president. . 

HI didn't expect him to be so 
enthusiastic," said Emma Tai, a 
12-year,old from MacD<:lnaJd Mid­
dle School in East Latl5ing. "I'm 
going to go back to school and aD 
my friends will say, 'Ob, you'rc·so 
lucky.' II 

Tal said Clinton was taller· in 
person than on telellision. . 

Meeting the president cleared 
. up a different. misconception for 
Cosey, who included a drawing of 
Clinton with· his Jetter. The next 
time Cosey sets out (0 capture the 
president's image on paper, he'U 
use a different color crayon. 

. "His gray hairsurprisCd me, I 
thougbt it was bro~,". he said 
wi'ij1 a smile. . 

'- ,-. 

• 

.,. 


,.~ 

~:! 
~ 

..:~:..:. 
-......c.:~ 

..­

..... 

.'-~---....,.....,.~~-....,. 

I 



~:..':&ii.;·,: . 
.~ 
..~ , , 
, 

.. 1 .1 

Iii 
N 
"­
I') 
& 

0.. 

~ 
~ 

tCr.~~d gathers for. presidential glimpse 
, 

. ., Bellav J. 'i..;7 7 
r- I..aasina Stale Jownal 
~ ~ 
1'); From abortion protests to lhe 
~ 'Hoke;; PokeJ. the scene outside' 
~ kichiJln'1I tipitol Thursday was 
In an)'th.iag bat ho bum. . 
... A crowd. of about 300 boodled 

lhere - most hoping for a glimpse 
of the silver·baind southerner in 
frnm lIIe n.ation'. capital. Mew ~ 
en merely w~nted to make apomt 

f.ac,h bad their own reason for 
S:ki~l.OI school, work-and other 0;' 
Iig~Oni t~ De part of l..ansing'J own 
preOOenlial drama. 

Larry and Lind,8 Cum!l'ins ~f 
DeWItt. wete te~ that If Presl' 
dent ~liIIton wugolDg to meet the 
lowU fol~, he would seek outtbose 
- to bun. 

So they bundled up for the 26­
dtpee ~ay and traipsed out onto 
tbt Capitofs snow-dusted lawn -
IIoldinj • large nag from Arkansas.'
!'h!v figured the mostly red banner 
IIlgLt earn them a handshake. 

"We t~ught the ~eot could 
ISe II friendly late," Linda Cum· 

lIUluaid,·gripping·the na_ bought 

II an old Arkwas gas slltion a few 

lean back. 

:: 

., 

l. .....,,;;.:.;, 

Larry Cummins grew up In Para· 
gould, Ark. So CUnlon is a home­
lown hero tor him: "My mother vot· 
edforhimwhenhewasjustiboy­
tor gcwernor/' 

AcrOiS tbe way. a group of fifth· 
grad~rs from Holland braiNlormed· 
ways to beal the biting wind cbill. 

"You do the Mokey Pokey and 
yoo tum yourself around. ThaI's 
~hat. it'~aJl. abou~1i ~hey iang, 
JumpmgJnunJSOn. The kids \J'ekk.ed 
to lown from HoUand's yande~ilt 
CharterSchool to let President ClID-
Ion know they love the way they 
learn. 
.' "w"e get more schooling, less ~'. 
cess, Pet~rSzymaak sal~. 'That s 
~ g~d thing,. We'r~, leammgabollt
JUstice and VirtUes. . 
.. II ~ had the chance .-which he 
dido I - Szymczak said he would 
tell the president charter school5 
ar~, the best. '.. 

He should ~pport them aU that 
he can," he 5a1l1. 

Iun Pouillonof Owosso also had a 
~essage. His 4- by 5·100t sign, bear· 
109 a gruesome pboto of a mangled
fetus, lold everyone he'a against 
abortion. 

PouUJon, a member ofOperation 

llifSaver, said tbe picture triggered 

. some negative response from the 

dozen or so scboolte.achel1 'there 

with their classes for the momlng.


~:They said it was offensive," he 

'sald. "1 told them it offends me too, 

that'! wby it should be iUegal." . 

' "Our president is in favor of this. 


. The blood of innocent babies is 00 
his hands," 
. Ablack streIch limousine pulled 

up to the Capitol's north entrance 

and the cluster of people shifted, 

cramming into ataped off area hop· 


'. . 

i' 
iog to see Clinton, 


Jf1'j Wallace of Lansing was first, 

in line. She leaned against a light . 


. post and beamed at the black VeN' 
 .,
ties that lined up in the drivewaY:, . 

"I have 'a flower for you," she 
said, holding out asingle purple iris, . 
carefully wrapped in clear 
ceDophane.· 

The card attached reall:'''ThanltS' 
for all you do." 
",.. 

He s domg a good Job as our 

,,' ,< . , 
. r . 

>' 

.'.~ '. ':'J'. 
L:.,,__ . • t " 

. !~(a~er and ourhiPresidknent," she ~, Mo'e.de -atln"" Morgan Goossen lIeft), alourth-grader at 
just want. mto ow thai. . . .It'!':' ~ '. ,. W . 
But theprelidenl never came inlo theWestMI~hlga~ AcademvofEnVlronmental SClenc~ m· alker, 

view, let alone close enollgh IQ at- waves as Chnton s motorcade passes, The academy IS a charter 
rept WaUace's gift. school, a concept pushed bV Clinton and Gov, John Engler. 

I'DAVID OIJ)S/lanslng Slate JOIlIIliI 
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A'~n,afri~riilly~nille and an autograpb 
. "I w"s hoping to meet the presi- other local student' who' wrote .de: COngratulations. BID Clinton 3J 
dent - and CheLsea, but she wasn1 "Dear Mc.President" letters to /he 6I9J," rather tllan what he wrote on 
OIl the train. . State Journal, met Pmident Clin- most people's: "President 8iU .CIin­

"I made a1ittJe button that said. ton al Capital City Airport onl.elllt . Ion 3!fi!.l7," • . 
"/t's my birthday, I1Id I wan/lo see Thursday.: . . Then, as Ite was leavmg, he said 
the PRESfDfNI" as A hint. Ahuge plane labeled ''ThtUn.ited Andrew& ~ByeLeslie;byeCarlos...."in.such 

"Someone told me he would' States of America" landed on the _ afamiliar IUIIl casual Way that you'd 
come Uy, bul instead he listened to runway, and many political figures 7l en columnist .lim thoughl we had been longtime
the first lady'l speech. By the rime it empood out, Among them were' efriendl. .. 
was over, we had arrived in East Debbie Stabenow; Gov,John'Engler . Lastly,aswtwalked over into the 
laMing. .'. and President Clint()n. Clinton. pren a~l. reporters IIwarmed 

"Maybe next time." - AJJg. 28; walked off Ajr Fotce One and into aroundw tryi,to get tbe ~coop on' 
1996 the line tbe 10 of us formed. what the praident was Uk!. The .•' 

I finally gill to meet President He walked around shaking !Nery- fighting the photographers to get· WrJ Clinton left me feeling was that 
Clinton on Thursday, exactly six one's hands and calling us by OUT closer to the center whete Clinton if be tou1d, he'd go to every single' . 
months and one week after my first . first names. 'was signing autographs. . person in the United Slates and talk 
try. That was a totaDy unexpected Iwanted Clinton to sign the'arti- 10 them individuaUy, 

It was my l31h birthday last Au- gesture to most of us. When it was ele [wrote about my Itain trip with . He &leemOO IDr.e be loved the pub-
gust. and Il'IY dad and Iwere riding my tum. 1. was both nel'VDusand' him. .' lie, He also lmted everyune like his 
on the 21st Cenlllry Express train excited I pushed my article above heads. friends, . 
with Clinton as he 'campaigned In aliny voice. Isaid "Can Ihave and Clinton took it WIIiIe looking at 1b.aYe crime to the conclusion that : 
acros.s Michigan to the Democratic your aulograph1" to the taU man' my face. we hAve.a great man leading our 

lito, at lalt: Leslie Andrews, 13 an eighth.grad;r at Kinawa Nali()n~ Conventioo in Chicago, He wil~ a friendly smi!e, "Yeah, in just To my NlJ.'rise, ~e stopped and natioa. .in.IO the 21,S! ce~tury, , 

idd~ School shakes h'd t' . was gOing to rome and shakf my a ounute,"be replifll. . read the article while many were usIieAndrews, 13. IS an eighth-

u h • t e p,r~sl en. 5 han~ Thursday. Leshe, band, but at· the ,last minute his Then. we got agroup picture with waiting out in the freezing cold for grnder at KinaMl Middle School in . 
q ler Of Sta~e Journal polltlcal editor C~rlS Andrews, report- plans changed, Oinlan, each 01 us edging as close their tum. , Okemos. She is (he daughter of '­
rr~m Chnton s 21s~ Century Express Iram trip through Michi- This lime, h.cwever. I wasn't go- 10 him is possible.. .. [ was sbocked again when he State Journal political editor Chris 

n In August, but dldn', meet Clinton until Thursday. . ing to Itt him miss me. I, alongwitli . Next, we hUddled inlo a group wrote "Leslie - This is a fiM am· Andrtws. 
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0. CI~sr601WlookS to·Clinton

~, 
til 
u: Speec,tj~p~~

point for seventh-gradeill 
II' debate on education 
til 
rt BrMftM..­

...... SI*"'-I 

EAST WiSING - Mad:loIIaId 
Middle SdIooI seYelllh.cralielJ~ 

I madt \WQ f.Mts dar after lwIing
I"l lD 10 PmideQl CIinIOlI'S Lansblc& addn:a. 

His pIaa to P t'lt1J student I.. 
temet ~ b)' ZflQO Is a hands·m 

rt ~winIIu. 
And waldling tile &peedI1lIi fill. . 

· lislon *finileIy beats math duL 
. ''We need to bowwhat he's talk­
ing aOOut, too.,~ Del ShaWl! Far­
~m, IJ. I .IeftIIIII-Crade'. "We'" 
1M futm UJd IlOl j1a11ht adulll: 

· C1i11\DI\ limed Jdr education ad­
dreq - t call to llClion hlf ttlllghe" 
·dwroom illndards m1 illlJll"09ed 
coIIegt atuSS - at IqislaIors duro 
ing I rm CapilailPPWaMt by I 
pmi4ent, 

The presidtnt didn', man. 10 
· sneak in a'lop at a local rchool de­
. 'Pite iRvilaliOM by the Lansing 

GilliG DoIIUT!£M1MinQ Slale mllolli' 
1'R.ldll'lltll paint: PrllSldtmt Clinton stresses 
I point dU/ing his 43-mlnlJ1e speedl, 

I 

8(0001$ su~rilllendtn! and the 
mayor, Sul MacD()I\ald Imbu 
JKk Jobnson made lure bis stu­
dents got acbante to see 1m! bur 
the president lire. 

He Inll!rnlpled tilt regular day to 
gM 5ludenll a .tllITent evenl11u. 
son via ltIevisillll. 

"The prwdem speaJdng In tOWll 
t~ " not. sDlIltlhing· you call 
rJiml1Wt fl'lml their perspective; 
sald Johnsoll, who IIIlkeIIbe new!· 
a daily pari of clow kir his sludenls. 

ll.ACMansi"9 s~. Joumal 
. 

ClMrnmlllt 11lI0II.: Cara Davidson lIeftl and Ashley Gllerrant 
(rightl watth President Crfnton', add/en with lIleir clusmales at 
Eas1 l..lIna!n9't MacDonatd Middle S<:hool. 

. 
"This Is lIWs goillf on today. Ihfjlrecldtontluslbowtlardht'sp­
They're inl!~d and they haw, in" 10 pusb tht imJe. 
opinicma." 

One ttillie tlla! general" lOme 01 
mftIlng chalimeil'l( stand.lttds. . 

Buf MalcolmHardy,ll;uidtest.s' 
the strongest opinions 8Il10''1 lilli­
dtnl! is school !ll\ilorms. PreSIdent 
OWon sllpporU the idea. but stu· 
dents were dii2ppoillleil he dido" 
lauch Gn the luue durin. his 
adclresr. 

Ulliforms are ulIPllPlIlar with 
IlKJ5I MaLDonaJd Sludenls, and OJ­
ana H05ltr, 12. lIlaRled to hw from 

'No one's going to be able 10 ex· 
preu who tbey a,,; she l11li11. 

NationalleslJ, which 0ln1Dl!. did 
menlion,wappwalougluellon 
Jtudenll. The president wants all 
fDUllh· and eigllth-9aderf \0 takt 
ulional leslNo tllillre they're 
aren't tbe IWM!!', 

Wlts:temStiktlllry'releMlngyow 
brain on IhlI 0Ilt tesl. which 1ei1lr 
dI.ltm, ltl.I)'Ou Il'lythlng.' he said. 

.IoIu1so!'I saW his _ellIS ollen 
art flUStrllted t!lat so milch emplHr 

. "They're interested 

'and they have 


opinions." 

IfIdI Jit.nllft 


MacDoilIid Middle School 
.' leedlu 

~. 

sis bplatltl QIIdw MIdIIpn r.d'ur,a. 

lion Asstssment PnIglm Ia~ !he 

.Ue', IIaIIdanlJud I$R$SIIleni C1l 

Jmth. readln&. kit~ and 'f!rit!n« 

· sliD,,· . 
· S!udenIs also lab peaonaI!y ltic 
'rmnt aitlrimI 01 Pd* ldiools 

and IaIk abouIlhe slate liking ewer 

laillllf JChooI districts, he said. 


· Johnson was ~ to Jet! 'CIinIon fll­

c:using CIII BlwIg educaton and .!Iu­

demlllO" took to IIC~ hightr

stl/ldards.

"J like Clinton'r posItl'ft all' ".M· be llllil!. "lit', I!AC1lIIng­
q, Mr'ise!llng Borais. There Me 

Dlhff politicians who ate mOlt 


\ronfl1ll\la!ional." . 

Cliaton may hate tome III push


his educaticml plan, but j\l$I hi! 

presence could pay cbident!! ~ it 

mpires parents and 1IOhmlee!s 10 

gel imoMd, be saiL 


"llhink jUII blm camtns 11m to 

&peak lfU the public \mow if, im­

portant,~. Johmon SL"'. 


And, wbl1e sludenb cticIn'l get to 

.OWOIl'Upeedllnpmoll,they 

still VIm eulltd he C8IIIfl III town. 


"Ilbink it', good Ihat lie's \WI· 

. tied about our education," HDSler 

said. 
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CLINTON VISIT:8) LESSON FOR LEGISLATORS 
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GREG DeRUlfEAI\.81lsing Slate Journal , 
Capitol welcome: President Clinton shakes hands with Gabriel Cropsey, 
13, (left) of DeWitt and Meghan Urisko,S, of Grosse Pointe Park. The two 
were among student guests invited bV lawmakers to ~e~r the speech..'. 
.. 1ee.....,/ 

• n~ ,l 

Clinton speech excerpts . . '1. 

AaIlOdlW fIrM. .' II El9>a,nd H~d Stari to' tom 

, '. 
President Clinton's eduralioft 

proposals, arid quotes from his 
,speech Tbursday before the 
Michigan iJ!gislature.to blgblight 
-them: ' • "., 

ISel national standard.sWltb 
national tests in fourth-St,ade 

, reading and elrhth1Jl'ade math, 
and hold schooli accountablt for 
'poor scores. 
. "I want to create a dimale in 
w~ch ~o one can say no, in 
which II S 901untasy but YOII are 
ashamed if you don't give F 
kids the chance to do this.' 

I Set standards for' leachers 
, and hetp lOO,COO master teacllers 

achieve national certi.ficatiOIl. 
kWe have to make ,ure thai we 

do everything We can to heJp our 
classroOm leachers be the best 
they can be." 

more d.lSadvantaged children and 
,enpy.uage parelltf t-o become in­
volved in tlieir children's 
education. .:' ' : .... ' 

"Ar.t enormo~s~. of 
the C)lpacity ~fJbI ~ to: abo:' 
sorlI biform~to~ Ii de-: 
'~~ in the nn~ 1Oilr~.. _::, 
This has eno~~lIJef!tiICtS:, e:ost,OJ that, SO that m.o(JfP~QP)e <II 
for ,lIie way w~:,bticome. ..., can afford hi do more 1lOfIslt\¥:- 1 

" .Doublefu:ndingttisfartCbat~ tillll 'aud rtpair, 1 think ,~e'" 
ter sthooll so tliere will be 3,000 ' ,should.!"; j, "'/-;" 1. 

' ch~~ 5c.hoiols ~ the year 2000:' ' . '!i!l,~iVl,:JIi~icridits (O!J~~f; ,II 
.:-.Ultlmatelj. 1Aihat we want to, IUltiO!l cOSIlI."'" \.K.,,:,~tll&!
do js to prove lMt we bave a "';We 'odgh~~;to inak(;~(:~~Il1' " 
model. here tliat ian be'llSed £IV. ana, 14tb J.~ pl ed~~~,'J~ I, 
erywhere else. It II simply notu,uni~narli'y the ye8:f20a~ian I 
true thai if yot.! have a rew publi~
.schools that all the ~t.~ them. 
can't be good; it some of th~ an 
goo,d that they all carl't be go,tld." 
' I Make scbooli saftr, drug.. 

free and more disciplined with 
I REcruitl ~nJion volu~teers(hooJ uniforms,. chara.cter 

, tulon to help children read Inde- education. 
pendently by the end of the 3rd "The communities that are It'­
grade. ' versing tbat trend, that had Juve· 

HI want every child to be ablf to , nile crime 'going down, are the 
,do tbis and saYi here's Ihis. book places t~ make sure that all 
and Jcall rea~ this all by myself." , those kids have something pOSt· 

',rJr . , . 
L:...;_' 

live to ~i yes to, even as thfy're 

being tol~ to.say no to Ibe wrong' 

things." 


II Modemize schools wilb $5 

billion [or repairs or replacement. 

~WbeD theft's ., 

are d.oil~\ "'..... " 
a terrir 

lem and ~~e 
OWI1wor~"fWenn, bg.• p'~t, 
and Wed inve&tment. ~Ibe.d: 

higil~'schO~IP,du.catiott ,is :tOday. ~ , 
•• ~, We :,have ~ do tbl'S:"~;: ' 
'IIPro~e .•kiU grilll~,'J6)tm , 

eU!ibll! ..work.m get~~~o~ ! 
ana flilliflilg. ' .:- ~ 'i: ,~l~v ' i ' 

"They can ftad out tor tfiem­
selves what ~ey need !o do to I 
improve tbelr education. We : 
don't need all that stuff in the . 
middle of tht'm, between them ' , 
and ,the money. Send them tbe' • 
mone¥. let them gel the ~ 
educatioll." 

~ u. 
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Ivtoney alone opposed 
.; ":2 as fix for U.S. schools 

l 
 ~r'3-7~ 

BY MIKE ToBIN . r r 
SLates NeWill Scrvicr 

WASHINGTON ~ U.S. Rep. Peter 
Hoekstra has spent the' past few 

, months going [0 schools In Detroi(, 
East Harlem and South-Central Lo$ 
Angeles. where he's !)eeq hardwork­
ing teacher.;;' in old schools trying to 
break the cycle 
of crime and vi­
olence that 
plagues their 
neighborhoods. ' 

But the prob­
lems those 
schools face 
won't be 'solved 
with more fed­
eral money 01' 
involvement, 
the Holland Reo Peter 
publican s.aid'in Hoekstra 
a recent inter· 
view. 

A little more than a month after 
Presiden't Bill Clinton'declared educa­
tion to be the priority of his second' 
term and asked Congress to deliver' 
an extra $51 billion for education. 
lJoekstra is racing to make himself 
the GOP's most vocal thorn in the 
president's side on the issue. , 

& a member of the House Educ. 
, tion aDd Workforce Committee and 
chairman of that group's Oversight 
and, lnvestigations subcommittee, 
lIoekstra is, responsible foe making 
sure gover:nu>e0t:, money isn't, wasted 
on' frivolous school programs that 
don't yield results..' , 

And he doesn't see much to like in 
I.~ , the president's multibillion-dol1ar callq 

' ': for developing national tes~, connect·i _ : , ing all Schools to the Internet and 
' 

-~ • 'q


L- ..,',;';. «i'.' ..""" 


,making two years of college standard. 
_ uEducation is, in crisis. It's not 3D 

issue of mon~ and it's not an issue of 
public versus private," Hoekstra said. 
UWe need to focus on, what is working 
and' what is not working before we 
pump' a bunch of money into the 
system.- ' 

Exploring what works and what 
doesn't is the focus of "Education at a ' 
Crossroads.- a program that brought 
'Hoekstnl to Detroit two weeks ago to 
viSit Nataki Talibah, a fonner private 
,school that's now an Afrocentric char· 
tel' school, and three Cornerstone 
schools 'that were established by a 

':' 

consortium of churches 'to ,offer a 
nondenominational value-oriented 
cui-riculum. . 

, ·They are committed to ,getting' 
dcme what needs .to be done: It was a 
wonderful experience," Hoekstra 
said. 'The teachers there ace wonder· 
ful." 

Hoekstra's visit to Detroit was one 
in a series of congressional hearings 
held in the toughes~ neighborhoods 
of Los Angeles, Chicago and New 
York" where member"s of Congress 
look at Uthe good, the bad and the 
ugly" of education, Iioekstra said. 
Among the ugliest aspects of public 
education. he- said. are too many 
federnl education programs. 

"Before we resort to creating new 
programs and incr'easing spenditlg, 
we should look at the more than 76() 
education programs !'hat the federal 
govenunent already has, located in 39 
different agencies and spending more 
than $1,20 billion a yeai-," he said. 
"Before we do that, I believe propos­
ing', new federal, pJ"ograms is prema­
ture and foolhardy." 

Not everybody "K'Tees. 'Robert 
Chase, pr"esident of the National Edu·' 
cation Association, the nation's larg­
eRt teachers' .union.' .ha~ ,embraced 
Clinton's proposals. Chase,and othel'S 
believe more money is needed to 
modei-ni,ze· 'schoois and give more 
students access·to higher education. 
, But.' Chase, said he's willing to 
work with those who accuse schools 
of squandering fec1ernlmoney. . 

, UIf people think, there's wasteful, 
spending' in public education. tell us 
,where it is." Chase said, "If it is there~ 
we too would like to make sare it is 
corrected.~ " 

'Hoekstra . said schools' are 

swamped by paperwork and arc: 

(orced ~.spend time and money 

hunting and applying for gran'ts, 

Then they spend more time prOving 

they 8¥e, complymg,' with require­
mentS. . ' ' 


, Hoekstra uses Clinton's call for a 
million 'more'i-el!ding tutors, 'as .an 
example' of what's Wrong with the 
president.'s' approach~ "He wonders 
why students can't ,read' or write 
without tutors after being in s'chqol 
for more than seven hou~ a day. 

"What are they doing in, school aU 

dsy?~ Hoekstra' asked. 
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Engler seeks toJink 
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= MEAP to U.S.' tests· 
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Gov, John Engler wants a national 
edu.;:aticin test to be combined with 
Michigan's homegrown tests as early 
a8 nlilxt year, bu't a testing expel'"t says 
t.hat may not be' as easy: as it sounds. 

Sharif Shakcani, a Conner cuTTicu­
lum director for the Michigan Depart­
ment of Education who now runs the 
National Asses,sment. of Education' 
Progress test in Washington, said the' 
NAf.:P and Michigan tests are de­
signed differently: ' ' 

Engler's spokesman John Truscott 
be1ievcs the diff.,:rences, can be 
worked ou~, , ' 

"We haven't figured out all of the 
details. but the governor is looking , 
for something that would be a repre­
sentative comparison to all" the 
states," Truscott said this week. "He 
wants something'that can be com­
pared. It may not be all the questions. 
but it will be something that can be 
compared." , 

The biggest difference between 
the. two tests is the samples, Sllakrani 
'said lhi", week, 

'In,e Michigan Educational Assess­
ment PrograIll test$ compare stu­
dents to their peers; Reading and 
math tests are given in fourth and ' 
seventh grades, and sCience alld writ ­
ing in fifth and eighth grades. 

.'\Jl of the tests conrain the same 
, questions. " . 

The NAEP is t,';ven to a represen­

tative sampling of students in various 

grades in, .48 states and territories, 

including Michigan. 


Results arc used to compare states 

to states.• The test does not assess 

individual students' progr'ess. , 


'Not every student gets the ",ame 

set of qtie:stions, and some NAEP 

questions are more'difficult than oth­
ers. ' 


Shakrani said Engler's idea would 
work if the NAEP is modified so it 
meallures aD fourth- and eighth~grad­
ers as individUal:., inl."t.f!ad of produc- ' 
ing a state average, For example, all 
students would probably have to be 
asked the same qu.estions. 

Shakrani said the NAEP tests 

probably are more difficult. than the 

MEAPs,' 


,On the NAEp, students mu.st Pro> 
vide an answer and it reason for the 
anSWer, 'and do in-depth problem 
solving. MEAPs ,are multiple-choice 
tests and are not as difficult. he Said. 

"It's not easy," Shakrani said of the 
NAE? ~We're trying to delenniile 
what percent of the students reach 
the basic levels nnd' what percent 

THE ExAMS 

. MOP: The Mic~ 
Educational Assessment 
Progtarn is given to fourth", 
tiftb-., seventh- and eighth· . 
graders in pu.bJk scllools arid 
participating private IilChools. 
It tests basic skiUs in , 
reading, math. science and 
writing. Scores provide a 
snapshot of a student's ",. 
})togress and are used lor' " 
'Htate schools' accreditation. 

NAEP.: Michigan is among 48 

states anel territOries that 

participate'in the National 

Assessment of Education 

" 


Progress, developed by the' 

U.S, Department of 

Education. Testing is' done in 

math, scienCe, reading, 

writing;geography. history, 

civics, economics, art$ and 

foreign languages. Results 

compare states to states and 

to ,the nation. 


nMSS= The Third' 
lnternational Mathematics 
and Scienee Study test , 
samples 500,000'students. ' 
including 40,000 U.S. 
'sll1dents. in fourth, eighth 
and 12th grades in 41 
countries. Developed by a 
Netherlands-based group, the 
program is supper-ted in the , 
United States by the National' 
Center for Educ'l-tion ' 
Statistics and the U.S . 
Deparlmtmt of Educ:ation. 
By Peggy Wauh-54rJ1eckj 

reach the proficlentlevel." .,'." 
Eng~r also wants to use the Third' 

International Mathematics and SCh,:' 
enee Study, as, Prl!sident ,8m Clinton: 
suggested in his l().point education. 
agenda: but there,may not be time to· 
indu~e' 'it in nex.t year's MEAPs;. 
Truscott said. , 

"'IlMSS we're definitely looking to' 
implement. Whether 'life can do both;: 
I don't know,- TruScott 9aid~ , ,~ 

Clinton's education agenda pro:., 
, poses that" all fourth-graders take thct' 
NAEP reading test and eighth-g~ 
ers, the TIMSS 'mathtest."nMSS is. 
given in 41 countries, ' 

k~ 
>~, 

'.r­,;.;:
;::. 
l' 

, 
~.' -~:-­

" ' 



STATE GOV. AFFAIRSS TEL:5173350118 Mar 03 97 16:08 No.005 P.Ol., 
State of Michigan 

....... 


"," 
,~ 

'~ 

\ 

Executive Office 

JOHN ENGLER 
Governor 

Governor' s~ State Government Affairs Division 
Manny Lent·ine. Director; Stephanie Com~i·Paget Deputy Director 

,. 
,;':i 
~ ; 

, ; ~ 

! i·:l 
:0; 

DATE: " __ .TIME: # OF PAGES3/-3U? L._-,-­
(Including cover sheet) 

J 

TO: A111(~ (,",A't'~ Fax: _ :; ()).. YSc...- '/r2J..j' 

Policy Coordinators 
o BobFilka o Tom Ginster 

~ 

o Karen Quin~ 1,,; [J Mary Kay Shields 

o " rim Kelly 
Iii 
" 

i'';,.:t;­

Policy Staff Secretar~es , 
o Pam Wilkes' . 0 Linda Harris . 

517/335.7824 517f873.7949 
Fax 517/335·0118 

MESSAGE: ;, 

__...,..____~_..__ LR./ /VI. e ,': tl4.. OV // fir t'''t' if 4~f',''J 
we C Ill'\. d<' ;,D /I14fe f4e ')"'('$llf,.,I'.> ,i//f;( 

./1/ ~ f
SUc:c.eS5TV ~ t" 41L. 
I'; 

·t.: 
" 

.--~-.....,--.- --_... _- _. ­



16:09 No.005 P.02STATE GOV. AFFAIRSS T:EL: 5173350118 Mar 03 97 
.> 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

OFFICE OF THe GOVeRNOIll 

LANSING· 

\f'JOHN ENGLER 
i.~OOV\i:RNOR 

, ' 

February 14, 1997 

Letters to the Editor 

The Detroit News 

615 West Lafayette Blvd. 

Detroit, Michigan 48231 


To the Editor: 
. . 'I 

, In his State o~f the Union message, President Clinton said: "Every state 
should give parents, the power to choose the right public school for their children. 
Their right to choose will foster competition and innovation that can make public 
schools better." . " 

: 

I agree with President Clinton. School choice is good -- good for students, 
parents and teachers. I also agree with the President that dramatically 
expanding charter school options is the right thing to do to help all schools get 
better. The Presideht was right on target when he said that "polities must stop at 
the,schoolhouse door." We must all stand together to help our children learn. 

That is why Ii.was so dismayed to see politics featured front and center in 
the February 4, 1997 article entitled "Michigan may get $24 million fOr charter 
schools." Unfortunately, State Representative, James Agee incorrectly asserts 
that my view of chmer schools conflicts with the President's. In fact, I have 
personally discussed this issue with the President. Additionally, I recently 
attended a White House meeting between the National Governors' Association, 
the President and U.S. Education Secretary Ri,qhard Riley. We discussed how 
charter schools and ~competition have had a pos~tive impact on the traditional 
school system. . . 

Even the National Education Association -- America's largest te~cher's 
union -- has endorsed charter schools, saying that"... well-designed and ..implemented charter schools can open new vistas for public school practitioners 
and .bring greater parental and community support to the school site.". To show 
its commitment to tl:}ese new public schools, the NEA will be spending $1.5 . 
million to start five charter schools nationwide: 

!" 

Both PresideJt Clinton and I have calleqJor the creation of more charter 
schools. Specificallyj, the President plans spenqjng $51 million of federal fU'nds 
this year and $lOOniillionnext year. To help foster the creation of more charter 
schools in Michigan,"I have notified the President that our state is ready to help 
meet rus challenge of creating 3,000 new charlet. schools by the year 2000. 

06 
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, What will this new infusion of resources mean to Michigan? It will mean 
more high quality ptJ.blic school choices for parents and students., Let's take a 
quick look at the chpices innovative charter scq,~ols are already providing: 

~ 	 :~ . 

• 	 The mission of the Nataki Talibah Sch601house in Detroit is to educate 
.<":.' ~.

the "whole~child" by encouraging acadlemic, social·emotional and 
physical development. 

• 	 The Michigan Health Academy, a collaborative effort of Henry Ford 
Health System and Oakwo,od Healthcare System, exemplifies employer 
involvemen;t by overseeing the design, development and ongoing 
operation of high school that combines classroom and real-life 
clinical exp~erience on a daily basis. 

. r; 	 " , 

o 	 The West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science is located on an 
organic farIn to help kids learn about:~griculture and {arm operation. 

~ 	 !".l 
~ ~h 

As a result of these innovative programs~{ a broader student population is 
being served and tr~ditional districts are taking note. For example, the Lansing 
School District is now working with the Edison Project to explore options for 
creating an alternative school similar to Edison's Mid-Michigan Public School 
Academy. Lansinfts deputy superintendent was quoted as stating that the 
proposed partnership is an effort by the city school district to "out-charter the 
charter schools" byofCering mo~e choices to parents and students. 

i 
I do not view 'charter schools as the only solution to public education 

challenges, but thei; can be the right a.nswer for some. The vast majority of our 
students will contin!Je to attend traditional pUDlic schools. 

~ . 
{ , ; :'1 ' 

Certainly, th~re is room in Michigan for:~.~ore charter public schools. In 
fact, less than one percent (about 12,000) of Michiga.n's K·12 pupils attend the 77 
charter schools already operating in our state.,;We. expect 105 charter schools will 
open by next year with more than 20,000 studeit.ts in attendance. With President 
Clinton's strong support, we will take an even bigger step forward to help our 
children learn and glve teachers the freedom and flexibility to do what they do best 
.~ teach and inspire! ' 

4 

Nothlng is mdre important to the future of families than the quality of our 
children's educationl Our public schools provide the ladder from poverty to 
prosperity and make equal opportunity possible. I urg'e everyone who cares about 
Michigan's future t~ put politics aside and st~1f up for our children. 
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Charter public schools mean more childr~n will have a choice and a 
chance to succeed. and 'that helps Michigan public education lead the way. 
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,i, MICHIGAN 
'PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY FACT SHEET 

CURRENT· STATUS--1124197 

Authorizers 
~ .. 

Universities NMU, eMU, GVSU, SVSU, EMU, and Oakland U. 
FSU to authorize for Fal~'.1997 

ISDs Wayne, Bay-Arenac, Midland, Saginaw,Washtenaw 
and St. Clair . ' 

Local Districts:; Detroit and Wyoming . 

PSAs OperatinglEn'rollment Comparisons . 
. '95·'96 

PSAs Operating4S 
PSA Enrollment 523Q 

1996·97 Pupil Enrollment Levels 
I 
;, 

1,648,050 
1,635,707 

'96·'97 
77 

i2,343 

Projections 
'97·'98 

105 
20,000 

Public School E'nrollment 
Traditional K-12 Schools 
Public School Academies 

Home School Enrollment 
Non-Public School Enrollment 

12,343 (0.75% of total K·12) 
2,980 

191,663 

PSA Creation I,; 

I j't 

Percent of PSA$ that are new start·ups '.. 
Percent of PSAs converting from private to'public 

79% 
21% 

Racial-Ethnic Distribution , 

Caucasian 
Children of Color 

School Size 

ESAa 
47% 
53% 

Average size of Michigan PSAs 
Largest PSA :, 
Smallest PSA ~ 

. ~ 

(over) 
i,·.: 

Traditional Publi~ Schools 
78% 

164 
001 
12 

22% 

, "."-Cr" 
" 
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....;r-r::..) Greatest Number ot PSAs by County 

[J Wayne 19·schools 
Kent 10 schools 
Ingham/Oakland 5 schools 

\ 

~ 
PSA Student Academic Origin 

,.'" 
'",. 

75% from public schools 'r~ 
(9257 pupils or .57% of the traditional K ..12 enrollment> 

9% from non-p).lblic schools . .. , 
(1111 pupils or .07% of the traditional K·12 enrollment) 

15% enrolled in kindergarten , . 
(1851pupils or .11% of the traditional K-12 enrollment) 

1% from home schools 
(123 pu~ils or .008% of the traditional K-12 enrollment) 

" 
Conversion Schools (private to public school ~clademy status) 

16 PSAs are cortversion schools which serve, a total of 1.862 students, 764 of 
which were private school pupils during the prior academic year (41%). 

~ 	 .~ . 
• h 

6.2% of the total PSA pupils were enrolled ;in conversion schools and were 
private school pupils during the prior academic year. Of the 1,648,050 
pupils enrolled in public schools, 0.05% are enrolled in conversion schools 
and were priv1:lte school pupils during the prior academic year. 

~ . 

Michigan spends $7.9 billion per year on pupil foundation allowances. $9.5 
million are allocated to conversion schools, with approximately $4.4 million 
supporting students in conversion schools arid formerly enrolled in private 
school. This equates to 0.056% of total state foundation allowance dollars. 

~ ~: ~ 

National 
I

;lr 
1st charter school is located in Minnesota,!:9pened in 1991. 

, ~\ 

i ,~ 

25 states plus the District of Columbia have charter legislation. 
i 	 ;l 

Of the first 8 s,tates to pass charter schooUegislation: 4 Democratic 
governors and~ 4 Republican governors. ' 

" 

1 
63% of students attending charter schooltJ are minority·group members. 

Michigan has the third highest number of operational PSAs. 
(Top 4: California·116t Arizona-114;'"Michigim-77, Colorado-32) 

i':' 
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KEY PRINCIPLES OF CHARTER 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

LJ 
'1"

SCHOOLS IN MICHIGAN 

Charter school~ are public schools and governmental bodies. Statutorily, they 
are known as RubHc school academies (PSAs). 

I· 

"Charter School" is a generic name for a new type of autonomous public 
school that ope~ates pursuant to a charter agreement. A charter is, in effect a 
performance·b~sed contract that contains specific and measurable 
perfonnance st:andards. i': 

, \' "~ 

As governmental bodies, charter schools ar~subject to all of the same laws, 
such as freedom ,of information and open rijeetings, which govern all 
governmental ~odies in Michigan. As publiC; schools, charter schools must 
,comply with tl,\e provisions of the school code. 

~ . 
( .'. ' 

Charter school$ are organized structurally as non-profit corporations; 
i: 
( 

Charter school~ receive their public status directly from one of four types of 
public educati~n boards; local school distriCt boards, intermediate district 
boards, community college boards, and pu'Qlic university boards. Charter 
schools cannot)be authorized by any other type of public entity or any private 
entity in Michigan. ::;: 

Any group ca~ form a charter school, so 10~~ as it obtains recognition from 
one of the fou(types of public boards that c~n authorize the schools, and 
meets state an4 federal constitutional provisions regardittgestablishment of 
religion. \ 

I. 

Every charter ~chool must have a school boa~d, chosen in a manner 
prescribed by the authorizer. Those who are employees of the board may not 
serve on the board. . 

~ 
~ 

Once authoriz~d, a charter school is an ind~pendent public school district. 
. ~ , 

Charter school~ must cmploy certified teachers, but the charter school may 
design its own;educational program (subjecl:, to approval by the authorizer). 

A , i' 
Charter school~ establish their own basis foi evaluation (again subject to 
agreement by the authorizer). This evaluation must minimally include the 
Michigan Edu~ationAssessme'nt Program test. 

1 

(over) 

a-, 
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....,­ ' .....­ tt. .............,~ • Au.thorizing bodies are required to monitor charter schools for 
cO!llpliance with their charter c(;mtracts. If a charter school is 
cO!".5istently failing to live up ~9 its charter, the authorizing body 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

V,,,' -l

(j- isbbligated to revoke the chart~r. . 
,~ 

The charter sCl\ool's "district", Le. the residential base from which students 
may apply to e~rol1 in the school, is at least as large as the "district" of the 
authorizer, but :may be larger. If authorized by a public university, a charter 
school's enrollrhent district is the entire state ef Michigan. 

1 
Charter school~ must have an open enrollment policy .. Charter schools may 
not use aptitude or achievement testing to select its students. If charter 
schools receive~more applicants than it hasiplaces, they must use a random 
process to admit students. The schools may give preference to siblings of 
enrolled students. II'; 

j ~~ 

The state provides to charter schools a stat~taid grant amount for each 
enrolled student in regular attendance. The1amount equals the lesser of the 
pupil allowance in the local school district itt which the charter school is 
physically located or $5,808, which is the maximum'a charter may receive for 
1996-97. Chai't~r schools may not charge tuition. 

b 
~. 

Charter schools receive other state and federal education funds that flow to 
public school d{;istricts, such as compensatory education funds. 

1 

Charter schoolS do not have direct taxing an-a bonding authority as de local 
school districtsl . . . , 

Iii 
i ,,~ 

Charter school~ may raise funds from con~rbutiOris, but do not have a tax 
base and are nqt allocated a budget by a taxil.'\g body. Their funds ceme from 
enrol1ments~ ~ I I 

.j,, 
State public ur{iversities may authorize a total of 100 charter schools in 1997. 
They are limited toa maximum of 125 in 1998 and 150 in 1999. ISDsand local 

I. 

districts have rio limits on the number of charters they may authorize. 
,
\ 

Enrollment in ~he charter school is currently counted twice a year, and state 
payments to tHe school are made in nine equal monthly installments from 
October through June of each school year. Ii:: 

~ 

Charter schools may offer more than the sf~te minimum requirements (for 
hours and dayS, of instruction), but not less~~1 

" ·t 
J. ..' 

Charter school~ are subject to. the oversight'!'of their authorizers and the State 
Board of Edudtion. . 

~ 
~ 

;\. 
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FAQTS; 

MICHIGAN
":', 

CHARTER SCHO:OLS AND CHOICE: . .:~ .. ' .. . 

THE ELITIST MYTH REFUTED . 
;' :~ 

: :~ ~j 

':".::.~'':t 
, .:. '~. 

• 	 Most wealthy stt.dents are already attending the schools they want. Choice 
students tend to[be the students with less s¥ccessful experiences in 
traditional public schools. The records show that they come from more 
disadvantaged 'q'ackgrounds and' start with ,~elow average skills. 

~ . . . lt~ 	 . 
• 	 Michigan chartE.~r schools serve more than t$,Vice the percentage of black 

students·53% percent in 1996-as traditional :public schools. 
~ . 	 , ,. 
~ 	 . 

• 	 . Most charter sc~ools are serving inner~city H~ildren in disadvantaged 
communities. Detroiters created ten of Michigan's first 44 charter schools., 

~ 
• 	 A 1996 report frbin the National Center for Education Statistics shows that 

the disadvantaged gain most from increased school choice. The heaviest 
users of choice nad incomes of $15,000 or less. The next largest group was 
$15,000 to $30,000. Black parents used choice 21% more than whites. 

!/, 

• 	 Because charter schools are free and open to any Michigan child, everyone 
who applies hasi an equal chance of gettingjn based on random lottery. . . 
Choice lets stuc1;ents and parents pick theit~~chool without letting schools 
pick their stud~nts, 1~ 

i. 	 : ~ 
'.1 	 li 

• 	 Of the first anq! second graders Lansing's Sankofa Schule charter school 
received from tne Lansing Public Schools, 85% could not read. One year 
later, 100% oftlie students were able to read:, 
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