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'On Education Front, a Bipartisan
Lesson; Clinton Praised for Backmg
Standards by Mtchtgan s GOP

Governor

By John F. Harris
Washington Post Staff Writer
LANSING, Mich., March 6 -- With
prospects for bipartisanship growing ever
more tenuous in Washington, President
Clinton traveled to Michigan today for a
lavish embrace  from: this state's
Republican chief executive.

John Engler, one of his party's most '

prominent governors and on other
- occasions a tough Clinton critic, praised
Clinton's call for national educational
‘standards. "Michigan accepts your
_chailenge,” he told the president. Engler
said the - state will begin . testing
fourth-graders  in  reading  and
eighth-graders in math to ensure that they
‘are meeting the voluntary standards
Clinton extolled in last month's State of
the Union address.

"The alliance between Clinton and
Engler, however unlikely at first blush,
has a certain logic. Both men have
aligned themselves with issues such as

~overhauling welfare and imposing more

rigorous academic. and disciplinary
standards on students.

Education is historically a local issue,

but aides say this suits Clinton fine. He

hopes to define himself increasingly in

the second term by offering rhetorical

leadership on non-Washington issues.
And on this particular day, with
congressional Republicans tormenting
him over the Democratic fund-raising
issue; he was only too happy to absent
himself physically from the capital.
Traveling back to Washington on Air

Force One this afternoon, Clinton
declined to address fund-raising
‘questions,  including ~ Wednesday's

revelation that a top aide to. first lady

Hillary -Rodham Clinton accepted a

$50,000 check for the Democratic
National Committee, which some experts
say may be a violation of law. He said he

would take the questions at a Friday

afternoon news conference.

But he said the furor is not hurting his
mood -- "I am doing great” -- and
disputed suggestions that it is eclipsing
his other actions. "[ thought my message
got through just fine," he said of his

speech to the state legislators. "Thcy got,

it.”
Clinton's remarks sometimes took on
a-lecturing tone. He said the national

_testing he has endorsed would be

voluntary, but that he is counting on the

" power of embarrassment to goad states

into new policies. "l want to create a
climate in which no one can say no," he
said, "in which it is voluntary but you are
ashamed if you don't give your kids the
chance to do this.”

The - Education ~ Department  will
_ develop the reading and math tests over

the next two years, and Engler pledged
that Michigan students will take it. But

Clinton warned that people should not be.

sentimental when some students fail.
Mf they don't do very well at first,”

Clinton said, "it's probably more our fault

than theirs. And a lot of it is because
when we see people in difficult
circumstances, sometimes out of the
goodness of our heart, we exercise our

- compassion by expecting less of them.
And we are sclling their future right
" down the drain every time we do it."

That line got a standing ovation, his
best applause line of the day. But
lawmakers were more subdued on several

occasions when Clinton's remarks took

an esoteric flight.

Emphasizing the importance of good -
child care early in life, the president
asserted that children living with "two
parents, even if they both work, that have
reasonably good educations"  will
experience 700,000 positive -
interactions” in their tirst four years -- or

- about 500 a day -- leading to better brain

development. But "a single parent with
low self-esteem” and poor parenting

“skills will give a child only "150,000

positive interactions.”

Clinton, who has joked that he may
run for school board upon leaving the
presidency, plunged into similar detail
explaining why young people in many
other countries do better in math: “In
Germany or Singapore, students fearn {5
to.20 math subjects in depth every year.

- Typically in the United States, we learn

over 30 or 35 subjects in a superficial
way."

Clinton today said he 15 directing the
National Science Foundation to work

" with-the-Education Department to study .
. ways to improve U.S. math performance.

Engler traveled to Lansing aboard Air

Force One with Clinton. In his campaign-

for educational standards, Clinton fs
planning to speak frequently to state
legislatures. Last month, he traveled to
Annapolis to address the Maryland
General Assembly, and next week he will

 go to Raleigh to speak to North Carolina

legislators.

@CAPTION: President Clinton is
welcomed by state Rep. Nick
Ciaramitaro to a joint session of the

"Michigan state legislature, where Yhe

spoke about education. Between the two

is Gov. John Engler (R).1
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‘The president tells the Legislature
to set aside politi(s to get the job done.

y Mark Homhac
and Kenneth Cole

The Desroit News
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LANSING — Premdent Clin."|

' ton cajoled Michigan lawmakers * - , he .
m cajo Michigan will receive $8.6 million from
- the federal government to buy school

Thursday to leave politics at the
schoolhouse door and demand
tough education reformas.

. *Our 13 are still turning
out milligfia of young people who

" simply are not equipped for the

new world of work,” said Clinton, .
turning up the pressure fur stan-
dardized school exams. “Today,
our national security depends
upon our ability to develop the
capacities of all our people, 8o pol-
itics should stop at the school-
house door.” ‘
Clinton’s address was the first
speech by a sitting president to
the Michigan Legislature since
“Teddy Roosevelt in 1907. It was
part of his national campaign to
persuade all 50 states to estab-
lish a common set of performance
standards and tests that measure
students’ Bbi.ht)’ to compete m the

- world.

“Some of our children wont do
very well at first,” he conceded.

- “Sometimes out of the ‘goodness
“of our fieart, we exe"‘ram our com-’
‘passion by expecting less of them.
‘And we are selling their future -

right down the drain’ every ume
-wedoit' :
The president’s 45 minute
‘address repeated points made
throughout his re-election cam-
paign last year and focused

almost exclusively on his educa.

~ tion agenda: classroom standards,
expanded rational testing and

- charter schools, and free public

'educatwnd\mxghtheﬁmtwoymof

college.
‘While in ,heanmmcadthn

computars and train teachers how 15 Gee
{Rewrtn the classroolr™
Republican Gov. John Engler who

* rode with Clinton aboard Air Faree One
! from- Waslington, D.C., to Michigan,
. warmly greeted Clinton after the presi-

dent entered the House chamber ¢ loud

“applause and offered an exaggerated bow

_to Engler's wife, Michellé.
“Your visit.is a ugmﬁcant event

" because we are focused on a smgnificant

dpﬂmwunwwm(dxedmmondaﬂ
adr children,” Engler said. -
“The governor, who made Bob Dole’s

shart list of possible vice-presidential can-
didstes Last year, endorsed Clinton's call

'forednaummndndundmung

“Michigan accepts your challenge,” -
Engler daclared. Helatertaldrepoxtm
”It.hoathwultmmmdouum

Clinton’s one-day trip did little to
mmmmmmm
raiging troubles, coming on the 4o
the revelation that Hillary Rodham Ctin- -
tom's top side accepted & campaign chack
&nmadowmthe‘z:m House. Aides
wondered privately why Maggie Williams
d;dn\nmmﬁmdmtohbemn-

" cratic National Committos.

. When asked aboard Air Force One
about the fund-reising problem, Clinton

-answered reportars by saying, “Tomor-
: mw'Hehuanmmnfmmsched—

uled for today.
'Tzndom;g:nt,'bolndlnduﬂed

hé dosen’t feel his message was obecured

by the controversies furrounding him. “1 -

|

thought my meesage got through fine,

‘requiired core clames, which they

2

’I'hey got it,” the president said. .
Michigan leaders of bath political par-
‘ties agreed with Clinton’s call for axpand-

“ed national testing of reading in fourth .
grade and math in eighth grade. But they

interpreted hin comments on'charter
-achools very differently.

Republicans said Clinton m urgxng .

legislators to lift the limit on charter
schools, currently at 100. The state Sen-

" ate on Wednesday voted to do just that.

“The president has given all of us the

opportunity for more charter schools, |
moremdbolderd)olmforhdanndpn :
_ents,” said state school board member

Clark Durant, R-Gmoe Pointe, who said

B e s b W

bel introduce a resolution at the ne:t

"board meeting to strike the cap.
' .. What the president actually was say--

ing, said Democrats, was that charter

 achools — public schools that have addi-
tional curriculum freedom — must be

clonely monitored before the limit is
eased,

“He talked about sccountability for
chartar schools,” said state school boasrd.
Predident Kathleen Straus, D-Detruit.
“We can' create mare until we're sure the

" ones we have are doing the job they're:

supposed to do. Andmdthemm‘t

Clinton is asking Congress to double
startup money for charter schoals to $100

million next year so there can he 3,000
of the alternative, independant public
mwmmawmm ‘
gan, which has 77 charter achoola serv.’
ing 12,000 studenta, already has npphed
for $24 millzrofehe foders]
Engiu:ud%n@n‘nhchn;ddmr
ter achools would maks it hard for Demo-
cratic Jawmakaers to continue to oppose
GOPeﬂ'ommmmthchmtonﬂw

_doing so well on state tests.”

“number of charter schools in

“What's their argument? The pm~
dent’awmmdnt. too? hae said.
Republicans and Democrats also had

: dm‘emnt interpretations of Clinton's eall :

for tougher standards.

Republicans said it means local com-
munities should demand more of their
achools: But Democrats interpreted Clin-
ton's remarks as support for state:
support.
.House Democrats expect to pass & man-

: da:dmmmcglmumnm

The Associated Press contribaged 1 dis report.

™
bighiights

in hig address,
the presidern
caled for: .

8 Expanding

- national testing

10 a¥ students | .
in fourth grade -
{reading) and
eighth grade
{math). . -

s Doublmg
spending on

. charter schools

to $100 million.
creating 3,000
charter schools
by the yoar ’
2000

8 Offering -
free pubkc’
education . |
10 studens .
hrough two
yaars of-.

and tibrary to
the Internet by
the year 2000.
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" Clinton is a big hit

 State leglslatom applaud his call for academic standards

BY C‘;l.:xAs Cnms;clm ,

AND CY VAN MOORLEHEM

Free Pross Statf Writers <, / %
LANSING — President B Clintop on Thursday
urged lawmakers to g.\t i

[o make_schools b

academic stmdards.
Toa smecﬁ emmswsncaﬂy applauded by the

Legislature in a joint session a the Capitol, Clinton

. sought to make educstion a high-profile issue that

will not only be his hallmark, but overshadow a_
political landscape domnatedby campaign-finance -

scandaisledbycﬁnmnsuseow\ewmeﬂouse
toaﬂegedlymwdb:gdonom
omwdnsnonal

charter s nabonwide, mare federal funds to

keep schools open later and giving parenis more
choice of where to send their children to schoal.

. He said government has a duty to raise expec-
* tations of schools, and also of welfare recipients.

"who he said should work but also get more

governmient help in finding jobs. :
“Every state must put political dnﬂerences
.aside, work in a blparusan fashion, ' test our
children in the same rigorous way,” Chmnyt sald,
‘twice adding a line from his State of the Vsion
address: “Politics should stop at the schoo!houae
door.”
Clinton aaid if some studenta struggle at’ ﬁmt, ig
shouldn't result in lowering test standards, - N
" “When we 3ee 'people in ‘difficult ctmm

stances, sometimes out of the goodnesa of oyr

heart we exercise our compassion by expecting

~ less of them, Andwemse{hngthelrfummngm

down the drain every time,” he said,

. That line brought the only standing mnmon oﬂ
‘the speech from those aseembled to hear the ﬁnt‘
presidential address to the Legislahsre in 90 years. |

"Everybody got on their feet because in their:
heart of hearts, that's correct,” said:
House Minarity Leader Ken Sik-
kema, R-Grandvile. Sikkema praised
the speech as a special event that
- ¢ould’ bring both parties together to
improve schools.
* Former Gov. james Blanchard
said Clinton wants to be the president
- who improved education as the na
. tion heads into the 21st Century. ~ -
“} know this guy He's not content .
with being president,” Blanchard
sald, “He wants to be governor of
- America a8 well. He was governor of
Michigan for a day” and Gov. John
: Eng!er “was beutmmt govemor for a
day”

“ Clinton also made several key

statcmgb about welfare.

He called for giving tax credits of
up to 50 percent of a welfare recior

ent’s salary, up to 810.000 a vear, for
businesses that hire them.
He also said he will push to repeal

" a portion of the reforms he signed

last year that denies z:d to Iegaj
1mmxgran(n

“This is a great nation ol immi-
grants,” he said. "I think this is

- unworthy of us and T'm going to try to
_changeit.*

- His speech prompted “as big.a
love-fest as you 'l see around here for
a long time,” said House Floor Leader

“Pat Gagliardi, D-Drummond lsland.

“Some of the Republicans tried to tell

me he sounded like a Republican. I'

told them they're sounding more and
more Democratic.”

Even Rep. Shirley Johnson, R-
Royal Oak, who'd snarled earlier in
the week about the Clinton visit,
saying how how much she disliked
him, stood and applauded and said
afterward, “ do not disagree atall.”

Engler, who was among a dozen
or.so Michigan officials who flew

) [mmJWa%hmglon D.C.; with Clinton
ahuaud Air Foree One, cazled the 45

mmute address ‘a tremendous

' ?tech” that endorsed many of.
n

gler's own ideas, including charter
schools and broader use of the Na-
tivnal Assessment of Education Prog-
ress test, which Clinton promoted.

But amid the talk of cooperation,
partisan political differences erupted
after Clinton posed fur photos and
flew back to Washington. Democrats

and Republicans used portions of the

speech to pomt ﬁruzers at one anoth-
er.

- m Sikkema, Engle and othcr Repub-.

licans challenged House Democrats
fot to oppose lifting the cap on
charter schools allowed in Michigan

. — a limit Democrats have called

necessary to avoid opening shoddy
schools. -In his speech, Clinton said

.charter schools should stay open on!y

if theydo 2 good job.
“What's the argument, the presi-

dent's wroag, too?” Fngler said, add-

ing that Clinton’s speech would make
it harder for Democrals to oppase
unlimited charter schools in Michi-
an. :
g, Democrats said charter schools
"should have strict standards before
they're allowed to proliferate — stan-
dards they said the president smely
would agree thb

" the State Board of Education.

. intrusion.

.. dards are harmless. *We are one
. country,” she said. “The standard

= Uemocrats said Clinton's speech
proves the need for a mandated core
curriculum, Senate Majority Leader
Dick Posthumus, R-Alto, said if that
ever comes to the Senale, “it's dead

_on arrival.”

Sen. Dan DcGrow R-Port Huron
a ‘Jeading GOP wvoice for public
schools. said: “For Michigan, this was
a Republican speech. Michigan Dem-
ocrats are more liberal and union-
oriented than in other states.”

The speech seemed to offer some-
thing of just about everyone. It was

upbeat, holding the 400 Jawmakers, |

lohbyists, judges and other digm’-}

taries rapt. A
-Clinton dwelled on the sigmfi-

* “cance of the last presidential visit to ,

the Capitol in 1907, when President |
Theodore Roonsevelt came by train to |
an effusive weltome. Now as then,”
Clinton said, the nation is in a time of

peace and prosperity that beckons for |

- new ideas rather than complacency. !

Clinton devoted a gopd portion of -
his speech to promoting national |
tests to measure fourth-graders’ read- ;
ing ability and eighth-graders' math |
skills.

- While most Michigan educators
applauded voluntary national stan-
dards, some questioned the need ¢ ‘or,

-additional testing.

" have three thldren Dol needi

" them to take a national test to see if,
they can read? No. Any ohservant

parent already knows that.” said Gary
Wolfram, a Republican member of

Wolfram said Clinton's 10-point
education plan sounds reasonable
but is a recipe for growing federa&

But Kathleen Straus, president of
the state board, 3aid voluntary stan

are voluntary, and if we don't lik
what's going on, we can do sof
thing about it.”

Ewen if politicians can leave pol:
tics * at the schoolhouse door,” tha
doesn’t mean national festing wi
nmgrove education, some edu:aton
sai

" Robert West, a testing consnllan
for the Macomb Intermediate Schoo
District, said there has been no re’
search into whether Michigan's owrf

statewide tests “can predict.a stu-
: dent 'S success on the ;ob or in col-

lege.”

Frp——
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By LAWRENCE L. KNUTSON
Associated Press Writer Friday. March
7.1997 3:36 am EST

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Pumping out
a rapid-fire stream of ideas, House

"Speaker Newt Gingrich proposed a new

partnership between Congress and state
legislators to speed the shift of power
from Washington to the states.

Gingrich aiso suggested Thursday that

after an angry and painful two’years,

Congress was adjusting to Republican

- control and becoming more civil.

1 do think we're getting to a ligtle

" better cnvironment right. now." said
"Gingrich, who- was reprimanded by

Congress in Januarv for ethical
misconduct.

In a 75-minute’ speech before a
meeting of the National Conference of
State Legislatures, Gingrich spun out his
thoughts about drug addiction, the
alleged arrogance of federal bureaucrats,
the state of education, and moving
people from welfare to work.

But he said even his own enthusiasm

for conservative change has realistic

hm:ts
"It took about 60 vears to centralize
power in this country so it will take a
fairly long time to decentralize.” he said.
Proposing "'a general partnership!

- with state legislatures, Gingrich said a

first step should be for states to review all
of the mandates imposed on them by the

federal government with the aim of

“repealing those which made no sense.”

Legislatures can also help. he

suggested. by issuing reports on ‘the
three . most  arrogant  federal
bureaucracies” in an effort to stamp out
what he calted "“bureaucratic bullving."

_Among a rush of ideas, Gingrich
offered these: '

--Put every welfare office in the
country on a computerized bulletin board

_to match welfare recipients with jobs.

=-Use inexpensive computer
technology to enable medical specialists

- to observe patients 'in remote areas and

offer care as part of a plan to reshape the
delivery of health care at lower costs,
--Stress an approach- of “diagnostic

~ wellness" so that the effects of a disease

4,

"Gmgrtch Defends GOP A genda

- like diabetes -- blindness, nss of teet.
heart disease -- could be prevented betore
they occur, saving billions of dol Iars in

. needless medical expenses.

--Industry should be told to improve
the quality of water and air and be held to
it bv monitoring. The present system
federal regulatory standards and lawsuits
should be discarded.

--Rather than umphasizmg putting -
computers in every classroom ~“we need
to be cmphas:zmg putting the classtoom
in the computer.” The computer ~"needs
to go home" in the form of inexpensive
black and white computers available to
every-child. V

*--[f a student is certified as educated
by-a high school and then is found to
need remedial education at.an institution
of higher learning, ~"charge the costs to
the school that certitied them”

--The war on drugs must be won

’ thfoughimposing harsh sentences on

drug dealers, television airing ftree
anti-drug - commercials. . and
“rehabilitating every current drug
addict.” B

Rxchmond Times- Daspatch Az FRIDA}, A{AHCH iy 1997 .

Clinton pushes test un1f0rm1ty

‘National standards his aim

" THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANSING, Mich. — President Clinton turned up the
pressure for standardized school exams yesterday with a
promise to create a climate in which “no one can say no”

to testing the nation’s schoolchildren:

Addressing state lawmakers as the guest of Repubhcan
Gov. John Engler, the president also called for a biparti-

san approach to educatxon reform in Michigan and Wash-.

ington.

“We have to forge a new partnershxp for a new tlme,
the president declared. :

Clinton’s one-day trip did httle to deflect attention from

his mounting fund-raising troubles, coming on the heels |
of the disclosure that Hillary Rodham Clinton's top aide

accepted a campaxgn check from a donor in the White
~ House.
" When asked aboard Au' Force One about the fund-
ralsing problem, Clmton answered reporters by saying he
. has a news conference scheduled for today at which he
will deal with questions.
Engler, a rising star on the national GOP scene for his
welfare and anti-tax initiatives, warmly greeted Clinton

_ after the president entered the House chamber to loud

applause and offered an exaggerated bow to Engler’s
wife, Michelle.
Clinton wants states.to establish one set of perform-

* ance standards and tests that measure students’ ability to

compete in the world. He wants to focus on fourth-
graders in reading and eight-graders in math.

-Apprehensive that mandatory testing would cause a-
political uproar, Clinton decided last year to use the
influence of his office to urge voluntary compliance. He
pressed that message yesterday.

Speaking to critics who worry that the poorest and
slowest of students would be held back by standardized

" testing, Clinton said: “*Sometimes out of the goodness of

our heart, we exercise our compassion by expecting less
of thém, and we are selling their future nght down the
drain every day.”

Clinton repeatedly thumped his fist on the | ectern. He.
said, “Our schools are still turning out millions of young
people who simply are not equxpped for Lhe new world of
work."”

Clinton was the ﬁrst presxdent in 90 years to address
Michigan lawmakers. Theodore Roosevelt appeared be-
fore the legislature in-1907. Clinton reiterated his belief
that the nation is in a moment of transition that compares

.to Roosevelt's time.

The Michigan legislature is split: The House is con-

'u'oll_eq by Democrats, the Senate by Republicans.

[ ——
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. capitol building. And he

“scandals that dog the
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" Striding into the state House, confidently pulling
himaslf the crowd by a vigorous series of hand-
shakes that laft other officials trailing behind, a bouyant

* . President Bill Clinton leapt onto the state House Speak-

er’s rostrum yesterday to address the Michigan Lagis-
lature. After short introductions and some brief
remarks by Gov. John Engler, Mr. Clinton, epeaking
from only a few aotes, stood before the microphone and
baldly told the natiog — ,
well, what did he say?

He clearly liked the
renovations made to the

delivered a not-terribly-
ir;)&rmative summary
of the education initia-
tives he presented dur
ing his State of the
Unjon address in Feb--
ruary, Aside from thia,

the speech seemed like .

& pleasant but eerie lull
in the stream of new
campaign fund-raising

president almost daily,
Consider, for
instance, what Presi.

. deat Clinton didn't do:

AN increasingly high-profile dispute over charter
schools (altarnative, Jess bureaucratic publi_cyachool_s) is

* simmering between Gov. Engler and Lansing

rats, who claim the governor’s charter schoal views are
fundamentally differcnt from those of the president.

o Mr. Engler, with good reason, has challenged this, but
. it appeared the pregident might use his speech to back -

the Democrats and put Gov. Engler in his place.
- Fueling the fire Wedneaday, the Republican-domi-

nated state Senate paseed a hill that would remove the
" current cap on the number of charter achoals in achoal

districts where 2,000 or more students qualify for tha

federal achool lunch program.

(Not @ single Democrat

voted for it.) Also an Wednesday, in an improbable con-
fluence of events, aral arguments were heard bafore the

state Siprems Court on Michigan's controversial, orig-

malchamdxmlhw;whkhbmwumhayemled

preeident said ... nothing new. “He gave his Maryland

speech,” one Lansing insider told us, referring to the -
preeident’s address to that state Legialature on Feb. 10,
""Isazvmdmgitqhngwithhim'. C ‘

mﬂww&mwmm { pai
ed by the hurbers Gov, Engler oyt

victary by default. And Mr. Clinton might have pro-

posed new federal echication programs similar to the
plans hs discussed o7 naticnal exams, national stan-
ifcats ‘

el
.These ideas are lematic at best. Gov. Engler’s
difficulties in getting totake state exams, the

battle over ?dopging & state core curriculum and many
. politiciana’ desire to decrease teacher certification

requirements are clear evidence of how dificult som-

mand-and-control reform can be. Federal initiatives
ge&}y to be even more contentious than in-stats

+ Bill Clinton’s Ex{c/gllent Adventur

ell

% ‘

How Mr. Clinton would deal with this, he did not dis

¢lose

Yesterday’s New York Times presented two front

page starics on new political fund-raising scandals, one
invelving the first lady. Mr. Clinton, in contraat,

ensured Langing
some nice headlines by

politicos some photo-ope and hiriself
ing his piece — and aot much

s by saying
else. Perhape not much else needed to be said.

DETkorr FREEPRESS | MAR 07 1997

TEACHER CLINTON ..

President makes important points on schools, tests

g~y be substance of President Bill

Clintog's speech to the Legisla-

, ture Thursday was a yawner: a
rehash of his education initia-

. fives, with some arvenilejustice and wel

fare talk sprinkled in. Yet he did well in ex-
pressing what may be his most
motivational message: “We can do
this.” :

" The president has great siall
at making his listeners feel in-
cluded in, and even warmed by,
his rhetoric. That talent shows to its
maximum effect when he is making a
nornpartisan plea, as with his repeated urg-
ing to state lawmakers to have politics stop
at the schoolhouse door. Infusing his talk,
t00, was a core optimism that he believes
everyone can succeed.

.. Mr Clinton's delivery was so low-key
that some of his best points weren't good
fodder for TV news clips. He likened
schools to army units, with leadership that

. can be taught and trained to build troops

that — no matter where they are hased or
Whatﬁxeirspu:ialty—meetamdardme

country can rely on in wartime. Simdarly,
he said, schoolchildren can be led to “suc-
ceed and triumph i the moderm world.”
He extended his confident, inclusive
tone to student testing, stressing that hav-
ing a high test score means nothing i .no
one can meet basic standards, and that
having a low score ig irrelevant if
everyone can get over the stan-
dards bar. And he noted, comfort-
ingly, that Americans may have to,
live with initially dreary results, as
new High School Proficency Test. -
"~ Mr, Clinton's support for nationwide

_pupil testing ought to help reinvigorate the

case for testing here. He was speaking

WILAREDO LEE /Aséocieted Press

 President Clinton acknowledges the joint session of the

about state rs and lawmakers but
he Tust as well have been addressing

ts and school administrators when
he said of tettaking: “T want to create acli-
mate in which no one can say ‘no.’ ... It's

voluntary, but you are ashamed if you - A

don't give your kids a chance to do this.”
Shortly. thereafter, he delivered his
biggest applause line: “By expect-
. ‘ing less of them, we
are selling their fu-
- ture right down the
drain.”
That combination
of high expectations
and an underlying
belief in everyone's
ability to succeed is a
big part of what the
president communi- -
cated so wedl in what -
was essentially a pep
talk to Michigan's
lawmakers. If his ad-
dress was not his.
. tory-making, it
brought home ao im-
portant theme in an

important way.
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Michigan officials offer 1deas on Clinton speech

LANSING, Mich. (AP) - President Clinton brings his campaign for
school standards to Mlchlgan Thursday, having already picked up
some bipartisan support for the idea in advance.

Gov._ John Engler and state schools chief Arthur Ellis said,
Wednesday they back Clinton’s proposal to. expand tha country’s
national testing program. :

"I‘m hoping (the testing) will start next year," Engler said .
while in Washlngton

The president has proposed u51ng the National Assessment of
Education Progress to test students in 4th grade reading and 3th
grade math to make sure students master ‘key skills.

Those tests now are gilven only in a random sample of school
‘districts, rather than to all students. .Engler said inserting the
. national guestions into the existing Michigan Educational
Assessment Program test would let Michigan see how its students
stack up against the rest of the nation.

"When you give your state-only test, .everybody is above
average. When you ask how they’re d01ng 1nd1v1dually, everybody is
~doing great,'" Engler said.

The Clinton admlnlstratlon gave the state a pat on the back in
return.

Michigan students improved 12 p01nts on its 8th grade math.
scores compared to 1990 on the most recent National Assessment of
Education Progress tests. U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W.
Riley said Michigan, North Carolina and Texas improved the most.

"They get my most improved player award. This is a big
achievement," Riley said in a statement released by Engler S
office.

Adding to the blpartlsan flavor, Engler planned to return from
Washington with Clinton aboard Alr Force One.

Engler spokesman John Truscott said Clinton’s focus on
standardized testing will help Michigan efforts to improve schools.

"The president comlng to talk about it will ]ust keep that ball
rolling," he said.

-Meanwhile, many in the audience will be llstenlng more for
echoes of‘their own ideas than for details of Clinton’s proposals.

Sen. Joe Conroy, D-Flint, e-mailed the president to urge him to
tout an experiment in Flint that has raised test scores by limiting
to 17 the number of students 1n classrooms in grades klndergarten
through three.

"I have told him that this is the way we ought to go in terms
of reforming our public school systems, to make sure these kids can

~ get a good chance, a good start," he said.

Rep. Jim Agee, P-Muskegon, will be listening for support for his
idea of relnstltutlng core curriculum standards for Michigan
schools.

Mlchlgan had set in place a requlrement that dlStrlCtS follow
standards of what should be taught in key academic areas at each
grade, but Republlcans repealed that. i

Unlike Conroy, Agee also said he hopes the preSLdent will use
the speech to talk about his vision for charter schools.

Charter school advocates in Michigan have pushed for -an
unlimited number of charter schools independent of tradltlonal
school districts, he said.

- "I just don'’t belleve that'’s what Bill Cllnton belleves at
all," Agee said. :
More. ..



/ - CLINTON SPEECH, continued... o ‘ o 2
State Board of Education President Kathleen Straus would lixe to
‘hear the president talk about adequate resources for schools. K
- . And the Detroit Democrat would not mind at-all if he brought up
her proposal for full-day, full-service schools. She prcposed’
naving schools stay open.longer to offer day-care, tutoring and
~quality after-school activities to keep youth from joining gwngs
and getting involved with drugs and sex. A
"That probably is asking for too much, but something along
those lines would be a nice touch," she said. ‘
Something similar to that idea is included in Clinton’s "Call
for Action for American Educatlon in the 21st Century" under his
‘proposal for safe schools.

"We should also keep schools open later ‘as safe havens from
‘gangs and drugs, expanding educational opportunities for young
people in the afternoons, weekends and summers andAprovidingApeace
of mind for working parents," his proposal said.

The proposal also said that Clintoen’s budget includes a new
initiative to provide additional safe havens and extended learning
opportunities for chlldren and ‘their famllles at schools around the
country

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R- Port Huron, said the focus on educatlon lS
more important than the specifics. of what the preSLdent says.

"Any time the president of the United States is here talklnq
about a topic, that topic becomes important.. That in and of itself
is positive because of the attention (to educatlon),' he said.

. Besides lawmakers, about 150 invited guests will listen to the
preSLdent in. the House chamber. :

' It 1s the first visit to the Mlchlgan Legislature by a sitting
president since Theodore Roosevelt spoke to lawmakers on May 31,
1907, according to Jerry Lawler, executive director of the Michiqan
Capltol Committee. :

He salid preparations lncluded a speeded up spring. housecleaning
of the Capitol and qrounds .

DETROIT l\bWS MAR 5 907 do 50 since Theodore Roosevelt in

1907. The address is scheduled to
Eng]el' SCI'VCS ssumamttmg state tax- begin at 11 a.m. in the House of
es and reformmg welfare. Representatives’ chamber of the

Engler said “it happened to work State Capitol.

as escort for
| Clinton’s v1s1t
to Michig an

. Detroit News Washingion Burequ

WASHINGTON — Gov. John ~

Engler caught a ride on Air Force

One today and is escorting Preai-

dent Clinton to Lansing.

The entire Michigan congres-
sional delegation and former Gov.
James Blanchard aleo are invited
to travel with the president, who

“addresses a joint session of the
Michigan Legislature about his pro-
posals to reform the nation's edu-

* cational system. -

Engler was in the nation's capi-
tal this week for a series of private -

‘meetings and to give a speech about

out,” thnthamablewcatcha ride
back to Michigan with Clinton.
" *We'll have a chance to chat

some,”* he said.

Engler has been a frequent erite
ic of the administration and joked -

Wednesday about recent revelations

By Carol Stevens - _” ~ that Clinton allowed generous cam-

paign donors to spend the night in
the White House.

“Wo said, ‘'If you want a check
. you have to work,’ * Engler said,
describing Michigan's welfare
reform program to the National
Asaociation of Business Econornista.
“That's a sharp contrast to what's
going on in the White House with
the Lincoln bedroom.”
" But the governor told reporten
he waas “absolutely” happy that
Clinton had decided to speak to o
‘joint session of the Michigan Leg-

islature today, the firet preaident to

Englet has been auppomve of

" Clinton's bluaprint for improving

education. He has offered to make
Michigan the firet state to take Clin-
tor up on & propoeal to implement
national tests for fourth and eighth

. studesta.
_ﬁ“‘fﬁmﬂm

it would start next
year,” said Engler. *It won't take

" much federal money. But we will
_ need the foderal government's help

in teet devdopmnnh'
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lcllnton takes education proposals to Mlchlgan ,

By SONYA ROSS

Associated Press Writer ‘

WASHINGTON (AP) - While Congress pleS apart his education

"proposals, President Clinton is pitching the plan on friendlier

turf: Michigan, where the governor has volunteered ‘to experiment
"with uniform testing standards.

Clinton was addre551ng the Michigan. leglslature in Lansing
today, the second in his series of presidential appearances before
state lawmakers to promote his education and welfare proposals The
"first was in Annapolis, Md. last month. ’

While in Michigan, the president will appeal for all states to
establlsh one set of performance standards, partlcularly those: for
fourth-graders in readlng and eighth=-graders in math, White House

~spokesman Mike McCurry said Wednesday. The administration says that
national standards will help show which students have mastered the
basics. A i ' ‘ :

"He’1ll -try to persuade them, and presumably the governor as
well, that we do need standards," McCurry said. "We wanted to go
to a place where the argument can be made in a more bipartisan
setting." - o , ‘

Michigan Gov. John Engler, a Republican, said Wednesday he
supports Clinton’s plan for a national standard. He and Arthur
Ellis, state superintendent of publlc instruction, offered their
state ‘as a testlng ground for a National Assessment of Educational
Proqress exam, and Engler sald he wants testing to begin next year.

Clinton has said he wants. to make educatlon the No. 1 priority
.of hlS second term.

His program would make families earning less than $100 000
annually eligible for a $1,500 tax credit for each student’s first
year in college. They would be eligible for a second year if the
student maintains a B average and avoids a drug conviction. The
proposal also offers a phased~-in $10, 000 tax deduction for colleqe
tultlon or job-training costs.

In addition, the president is seeking a 20 percent increase in
education spending to introduce such changes as pre-kindergarten:
for 4-year-olds, reading tutors for third-graders and computer
Internet linkage for all public schools. ’ o /

The plan is under fire on Capitol Hill. Lawmakers»say it would
erode states’ power to run their schools. :

"We remain suspect of any efforts which attempt to centrallze
power and decision-making in Washington, D.C.," said Rep John
Boehner, R-0Ohio, chairman of the House Republlcan Conference. :

Reps Charles Rangel of New York and Pete Stark of California,
two senior Democrats on the tax-writing House Ways and Means
Committee, said Wednesday that Clinton’s tax breaks are too heavily
geared toward middle-=class and wealthy families. '

- "The tax credit and deduction do not help the lower-income
students who are most in need of a federal boost to ensure they
become educated members of our soclety," Stark said. ‘

: _ The. testing plan has drawn criticism from Wisconsin Gov. Tommy
Thompson, a Republican, who complained ‘that Clinton’s package means
the federal government will ultimately dictate state standards.

Engler, however, said states need a more accurate way of
measuring what -students know.

"When you ask how they’re .doing 1nd1v1dually,'everybody is
doing great," Engler said. "You have 50 states that are regularly
above average on their own tests. " :
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Clinton’s

‘schools

proposal

touted
Riley makes pitch;
'GOP s skeptical -

By Susan Ferrechio
ThHE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Clinton’s” education

initiatives, including a proposai to' |’

offer $1,500 -scholarships to stu-

dents who earn at least a B-minus |

average in college, face an uphill

battle in the Republican-led Con-’

gress, where lawmakers likely will
discard some of them altogether.
Secretary of Education Richard
. W. Riley yesterday made the first
official pitch to Congress for some
of the $51 billion in education ini-

tiatives touted by the president, in- |

cluding the America’s Hope Schol-
arship, which would give a $1,500
tax credit to college students who
complete one year of school with a
; B-minus grade average or better.

That plan, and others, struck out

before the House Education and |
the Workforce Committee, which-

" met to hear Mr. Clinton’s plan.
“What is a B average at Prince-
ton University in relation to a gom-
munity college?” said Rep. Bill
Goodling, Pennsylvania Republi-
. can and chairman of the com-

mittee. “Would this encourage :

“dumbing down’ the B so everyone
can get this money?” ,
Mr. Riley testified for more than
three hours before the committee,
proposing a 339 billion budget for
the department in 1998, a 34 per-
cent increase in funding, and pro-
rmoting Mr. Clinton’s plan to make
education a top priority in his sec-
‘ond term. o
Among the president’s new ini-
‘tiatives is a plan to develop na-
tional tests in reading and math-
-ematics, spend $5 billion on school

l construction, and enlist 1 million
| volunteerstohelpchildrenlearnto
* read. The entire package, includ- |

ing a plan to expand the Head Start
and Pell Grant programs, amounts
to an unprecedented 20 percent in-
" crease in spending. A
" “The American people have put
education at the top of their

agenda,” Mr. Riley told the com-

“Strong and effective
_schools and accessible
_ postsecondary
education are critically
important.

— Education Secretary

Richard W. Riley

mittee. “Strong and effective ;

schools and accessible postsecon-
dary education are critically im-
portant both for individuals and
for the strength of America’s econ-
omy and democracy.” :

While Repubicans have warmed,

up to the notion of spending more

money on schools, they were skep-

. tical of new initiatives with hefty

price tags or that call for more fed-

eral involvemnent in state and local
government. _

The GOP education agenda calls

for more parental involvement, ba-

sic academics and redirecting

money now spent on the bu- .

reaucracy into the classroom.
Mr. Goodling, a former teacher
and school superintendent, crit-

icized the president’s plan to spend.

$5 billion over the next four years
on school construction and repair.
Mr. Riley testified that the money
would serve as an incentive for lo-
cal school districts to start repair-
ing crumbling schools and build
_additional classrooms to relieve
overcrowding.

! Mr Goodling, however, said he

' 1s opposed to the federal govern-
_ment's spending money on local
school construction. He said he
might be willing to support the
construction plan “as a bargaining
tool” with. the, president- if it is
exempted from that law. i

Committee members also ques-
tioned Mr. Clinton’s proposal to
test fourth-grade students in read-
ing and eighth-grade students in
mathematics. The standardized .
tests would be wvoluntary and
would aim to give teachers and
parents a better grasp of how stu-
dents are performing on the ba-
sics. ‘

“My sense is, there is just a lot
of confusion about this and we
need to define it better,” said Mi-
chael N. Castle, Delaware Repub-

lican. “It’s senseless to go through

standards and assessments unless
you know what you’re going to do

- about [the results].”
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Clinton, Engler join forces for better education

ov. John Engler and President
Bill Clinton, for today anyway,
stand side by side as the odd
couple of politics. With their dra
matically different styles and outlooks,
they nonetheless share some of the same
idevlogical space on education,
© The g{ovemar probably hopes
the president, in hxs speechto -
_the &Fature, will stay within_
- that shared space: a belief m -
* pupil testing to help maintain
accountability and to ensure that_
every child receives an excellent
education, the use of charter schools
ro give parents options and to serve as a

prod for continual improvement in the

public school system.

Particularly in the area of standards
and %ﬁﬁg Zﬁv. EnEler needs all the pub-
lic-relations help he can get, In some

ichigan districts, high school students
and their parents have openly rebelled

over state proficiency tests, whichare only

in their second year. Without acknowl-

edging the flaws that fomented rebellion,
the governor swept ahead and suggested
that poor scores on those tests should be
the basis for state takeovers of schools.

President Clinton has the eloquence

to make the case more persuasively for
standards and tests. And despite the gov
ernor’s blunt tactics, Michigan's recent
nistory provides the presldentvnlh asolid

h

ilustration of how compifation and publ-
cation of test scores by school and district -
have given educators new focus, raised ex-
pectations among parents and voters, and

-prompted extra help for students who

need it. Children Aave benefiled.

Public education remains the
backbone of America's strength,
. and must be a priority at every

level of government. But the

tiers of govesnment need to de-

fine their roles carefully; when
they flail away at each other —
as Gov Engler has done with his
takeover proposals and his executive
orders removing some powers from the
State Board of Education — they become
counterproductive. Michigan citizens now

spend more time expressing apprehen-
sion about the governor's political agenda
than discussing how to keep the school
improvement process moving,

Mr. Clinton can draw lessons ther&
too, making clearer distinctions than the
governor has about leadership of, support
for and interference in a system that, at
least in Michigan, has a strong tradition of
local control. These two politicians may
not work as harmoniously on other issues
{the governor undoubtedly has given the
president an earful on environmental reg-
ulation, for example), but on education
they actually may help each other — and

e e + S e o it

_ all of America’s schoolchﬁdreu.



Critics say state

students face

too many exams

Public Is confused; adminstrators
dread the penalties for low scores.

By Mark Hombeck
Ormm‘ News Lansing Bumon [ O

" First there was MEAP.
. Then along came HSPT.
. Now, there's NAEP. And
don't forget the old SAT and
ACT '

This isn't some bubbling pot
of alphabet gumbo; they're
scronymas for standardized
tests gven each year to public
echool students in Michigan.

They make schools aconmt-
able for what they are or are
not teaching, advocates say.
They help parenta and educa-
tors pinpeint shortoomings and
gauge how their school is
doing, compared to others in
the district and stats, .

Still, standardized tests
have drawbacks. Among thee:
Teats take up clasarcom time

that critica say should be spent

on instructon.

Pregident Clinton planned .

* to visit Lansing today, calling
for exparsion of the National
Assessment of Educativnal
Progress (NAEP) tests so
states can see how their stu-
dents stack up against chil.

dren in ather states and, even-

tually, other nations. ;
Gov. John Engler has
pledged support
A strong believer in testing,
he wants to use High School
ProBiciency

to see which failing districta
.might need state takaover.

Ongmu;fdwmdu.wolforf‘

" geroing in on whers students and
coursee need shoring i, the exams

uenowuwdunhan;i;rg::;
ing or condemning ach r-

mining whether students get seals
of approval on diplomas and even
haw much tax money a district geta.
Some school systems, fearful
that low scores will wha h their
image or cost money, have enoour-
pull dn'ld}'m out of

aged parents L
state tosts.

DETROIT NEWS ’5/6

*Standardized testing s &
favonite among policymakers
because it's a great way to force
change when the resulta on these

tests aren't what they ahould be,*

said Ed Roeber, director of student

agsonsment for the Counal of Chsef

State School Ofﬁcers, bued m
Washington. -

“There's probably more tcstang
going oo than is necessary, and it's '
confuging the public. The results of '

‘one tagt say Michigun studepts are
‘sbove average; anotber says only
one-third meet state standards;

another puts the state in the mid-

dle of the pack.

“The public says, What's guing
on? Are we good or not?* -

The testing onalsught isnt like-
ly to end any time soon. Educators
are philosophical.

*There has to be evaluation of
what everybody does,” said
Northville middle school teacher

Dwight Sieggresn, recently named

national science teacher of the year .

by a group of his peers.

“Politicians in the state and the .

nation have decided this is what
they want to use to fodge whether
‘shudents and teachers are doing
thew)obc oc we may as well get

ased to it

-Adyniviatratory, hdnv and p
ens imterviewad by The Detrait
goerully agree an four basic paints:
8 Standard teats are necessary.
'Publuhed scores make schools

z.m and let parents aee how
schools messurs up.

~Reeults can identify curriculum
oﬁugth and weaknasses.

“We need accountability. We
teed to know kids are learning
.ssmething es they go through
"school,” said Penny Shanks, presi-
démt of the PTAat Sasha.baw Mid-
dle School in Clarkaton,

- -“We have to make sure Idds have
th alills they neod when they grad.
wte 0 th:y can compete in the 21st

,cantury :

- Added C. Philip Kearney, Uni-

versity of Michigen aducation pro-
Sessar: “Tve always been of the per.

suasion that a good set of atandards
and measurement of those stan.
darda is a pretty good thing.”

' f Endaapokmmn.’ohn?nmm&
¢ said gtandardized

tests are an effec-

tive way to measure “what we're et
ting far our $11-billion investment

8 Testing is beginning to eat up too

much claseroom tims,

“There are an swful lot of tests ®

said program director Jonathan

. Swift of Livonia Pohlic Schanls, whe
supports a limited number of stan-

dardized exama. "In terms of the

_ total surricohum, we'Ye lmm-
,umumoftwowah k‘“‘i .

Engter and others have called for
the NAEP tests to be rolled in to
3iate exams, saving time.
> The stakes are 100 high. School
districts should not be subject tn

“state aid penalties or become poten-
tial targets for state takeover based .
an the resilts of one or two tests.

“The teats are designed to te

. diagnostic, to help children learn

what they don't know," said state
‘school board President Kathleen
Stfﬁu&, D-Detroit. )

“They've turned in to account-
ability testa, which'is OK, but we
shouldn't be putting all our eggs in
one basket.”

The high stakes prompted many
parents to sign waivers excusing
their children from taking the high -
achool proficiency exam this year in
Birmingham, Monroe and

"Muskegon Heights, said Blanche
Fraser, superintendent of the Mt.
Clermens Community Schood District

*Thesc test have less to dothese
daya with giving us a prescription
to help Johnny and Tonesha where
they're weak,” Fraser said. “They're
now 8 scorecard among school dis-
tricts. In that vein, we've lost the
true value of the tests.”

Educators and parents especial-
Jy were critical of the high school
exam. The proficiency test is used
simply to determine whether high
school graduates get an endorse-

" ment seal on diplomas. Parents get
no feedback on where the student'

s falling short

“We get general scores hack. W
don't know what needs to be
strengthened,” seid Shanks, the
PTA parent from Clarkston.

" M State tests have, in practice, set

up the mandatory state-wide cur-
riculum in Michigan that lawmak-
ers and the State Board of Educa-
tion said they didn't want.

Local digtricta, mindful of what
low scores can mean, make sure
they cover what will be tested on
the state-wide exams. This ia called

“teaching to the test.™

“These tests provide a way to
have & state-mandated curriculum
without actually passing one into
law,” said Roeber of the Council of
Chief State School Officers.

Added Erick Alsup, principal of

North Middle Schoo! in Macomb's
County L'Anse Creuse Schools:
*Our teachers arv teaching toward
the skills that are tested on the
MEAP We're integrating s lot of
MEAP stuff into our curriculum.®
State Sen. Dar. DeGrow, R-Port
Huron, a leading school expert in.
the Senate, said pelicymakers
expect an emphasis on baaics.

*We're testing basic subjects

everybody should know,” DeGrow

said. “This isn't exotic material We

. don't expect kids o know Spanish
by the fifth grade.

*If teaching to the test meana

we're téaching kids in inath how 1o

multiply and divide by 12, myrmo-
tinm 1o What's tha weaklow
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BY PEGGY. WAISHSARNEC)G

Free Prens Educafion Writer

Gov. John Engler wants a national
education test (o be combined with

- Michigan's homegrown tests as e
- a8 ext year, but a testing expert ?ra
that may not be as easy as il sounds.

‘ Shﬁﬁ S!lm ani, a jorwer curtku

jum director for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education who aow runs the
National Assessment of Education
Progress test in Washington, said the

- NAEP and Michigan tests are de

signed differently.

Engler’s spokesman John Truscott
believes the differences can. be
worked out.

_ “We haven't figured out all of the
details, but the governor is looking

for something that wouid be a repre-
sentative: comparison to ‘all the
states,” Truscott said this week. "He
wants something that can be com-

- pared. [t may not be all the questions.

bat it will be something that can be

" compared.”

The biggest difference between
the two testsis the samples, Shakrani
said this week. - '
. TheMichigan Educational Assesy

ment Pro fests com&e stu-
dents to tHen‘

Reading and math tests are given:

in fourth and seventh grades, and

science and, writing in fifth and eighth

grades.

All of the tests contain the same -

ques:.lons

.'I'hg ﬂﬁ’ﬁ jsgiventoa represen:

grades in 48 states and temtones’

o inchuding Michigan.

Results are used to compare states
to states. The test does nof assess
individual students’ progress.

" Not every student gets the same
set of questions, and some NAEP
guestions are more difficult than oth~

ers. .
Shakram said Engler’s i ndea would

" DETROIT FREE PRESS MR o 097

‘Exam-hnkmg not
SO €asy, expert says

work if the NAEP is modified so it
. measures all fourtl and eighthrgrad-
- ers as individuals, instead of produc-
ing a state average, For example, all

students would probably have 1o be-

asked the same questions. :
Shakrani said the NAEP tests

probably are more difficult than the -

‘VIFAPS.

.|
3
|

i

THE EXAMS

MEAP: The Michigan
Educational Assessment
Program is given to fourth-,
fifth-, seventh- and eighth-
gradersin public schools and
participating private schools.
It teats Basic skills in

_ reading, math, science and

writing, Scores provide a -
snapshot of a student's
progress and are used for

state schools’ accreditation.

NAEP: Michigan is among 48

. states and territonies that

participate in the National
Assessment of Educadon
Progress, developed by the:

"U.S. Department of

Education. Testing is done in
math, science, reading,
writing, geography, history,
civics, economics, arts and
foreign languages. Results

compare states to states and -
-~ to the nation.

* TIMSS: The Third

International Mathematics
and Science Study test -

* samples 500,000 students,

including w,oo_o Uus
students, in fourth, eighth
and 12th grades in 41
countries. Developed by a

. Netherlands-based group, the

program is supported in the
United States by the Nanonal
Center for Education
Statistics and the US.
Department of Education.

By Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki

L

'nde an answer and a reason for the
answer, and do in-depth probiem
solying. MEAPs are multiplechoice
" tests and are notas difficult, he said.

© "It's not easy,” Shakrani said of the
NAEP “We're uying to determine
what percent of the. students reach

the basic levels and what p percent
. reach the proficient level” -

aiso wants to use the Third
International Mathema [ Sgi-
ence bm%; as President Bill Clinton
s__geste in his 10-point education

| agenda, butthemmaynotbem

1 Include it in next vear's MEAPs.
ruscott said.

“TIMSS we're definitely lookiog to

Fdon'tknow,” Truscottsaid. .
Clinton's education agenda pro-
poses that all fourth-graders take the
NAEP reading test and eighth-yrad-
ers, the TIMSS math test. TIMSS is

‘ } given in 41 countries. .

: .

|

On the NAEP students must pro-

i implement. Whether we can do both,

22
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~ Judge blocks &1

education plan

'Qﬂlﬁw
revamg ucaton )
was bk’gcked Thursday by 2
Srouit udge,

Ingham County Circuit
Judge Carolyn Stell issued 2
mhmmary injunction

an executive order
due to take effect next week.

She refused to block a
second executive order,
scheduled to take effect July
1, but said if the full case is
not decided by then the
motion can be renewed,

Engler in Ducember

_ issued ftwo executive orders

transferring to the state
superintendent of public
“instruction many duties that
have beea carried out by the
State Board of Education.

The ruting came in
response to a lawsuit filed by
the four Democratic
members of the board.

They challenged Engler's
‘power to pull away many of
.the board's powers. .

“It was the one we really
needed,” said Board
President Kathleen Straus of
Detroit, referring to Stefl's
blocking of the first order

Fellow board member
Barbara Robert Mason of
Lansing said, *I'm very
pleased Ly the judge’s

" decision. _Sy the Associated

Pms_
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Clinton pushes state to lead nation

in movement to improve education
| B nmi'oaﬂ. 77

Lansing S1sts Joureat

With history a3 8 backdrep, President Chrdon delivered
urgent lesson pian on eduration and cooparation Thurs-
dlLtolnyt of state officials and. lawmakers,
his nttha;:iml.Gimmpmhedabagﬂs
f proposals, from volunteers to help chldren read to
mmd[utopayfor_tdlqe,wmehemupplam

for ¢ sim ;
Het hmeuqe aboul sandards

5

-3

!
T
g
;
:

T &gﬁmm&’wmffﬁm%mﬁa
! i mxpect | ot do
mumr:e:’oﬁahymfml?ﬂ?ﬁﬁw&
we e o difficl cireumstances,
mudm%dm.mweme
Qur campassion by expecting less out of them, ” he said,
"m:umwgn;mmmﬁmmmm
every time we do -
Those tines, toward the ead of bis €-minute 3
t:\;d Clirton ¢ standing ovation. They also Nm
cotmmmundapprm—-omt}mtleﬁhoth

bamvuypfogrm-hqx

yeans with Republican Gov, ﬁrgla-mdmd
the sate’s essional delegation ~ Jo Kim
L
Hertel aag Meyer Dasnd
2 Dt e Syt
og party, siong sih 4 gkly mix of i
had praise for st Jeast of Clinfon's plas, which.
yohudes & push for more er schools, to test

By standards and mote compaters in the £O0m,
T think he was hers ty ate what o have In

amon, bt ¢ highligh differences,” suid former Go, . ¢
lames Uknch:f?%«nmu

ad Clintos

ﬁgnd who traveled here with the wg‘%‘
M;nﬁygmuohabkpmmp.mn
The speech tosJint sasson of the Lagisiahur ws the
:7 H mipkcpuhihn!hodmmm
8 Leamenspapping entrance o the
Md&unhmwiﬂ\hwmwoﬁmmppm
mwmummsmmmmm

.. aliery above for a betuer view,

mmmamw:mu.mwm
push the education goals he oulined during fhe 1995
g umlpmiahhmmt&ma‘tul}nim 3ddress,

t Plosse see CLINTON, 84

GREG DoRUITERA ansing State Jauszngt

B Democrets -and Re-
publicans heve different
takes on same speach,
but both sicdes-fked it
Pego BA -

B President Clinton
WoWs tesn columnist ot
slrport. :
Page GA

& Crowd outside Capitol
have different reasons
for coming.

Page BA

Mrpm rom the a0
dress to the Leglslaturs,
Pegn JTA.

.Wmtng\mé: Prasi-

démt Clinton woves to the
golloryin the House -
thambers Thursday betore
pddressing o joint-ses-
sion of the Leglsinture,
Fianking him ara House
Ma]ority Leadar Curtis Har-
tel {left} and Senate M-
nority Leader John Cherey
{right),

By
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Clinton;

Continued FROM 1A

The tirst was last month in~

M land.

ere 15 no Democratic way or

Republican way,” Clinton said.
re is no Maryland or Michigan
way. to learn l'\!eaurlm%1 is reading,
math is math. Politics should stop at
the schoothouse daor.”
- That may not happen immediate-

" ly in Michigan, where even as edu-

cation is st the top of everyone’s
agenda, there are disagreements on
just what a

gproacb to take,
The GO

led by Engler, ﬁas

. pushed for more choice for parents

and creating independent charter

schools, Democrats, who control the

House, have teststed saying charter
schools siphon money from tradition-
al public schools and should have
clearer standards and

fn the House, Democrats are
pushing a retum to a state-mandat-
ed cucriculum for public schools —
something Republicans removed
during the last session, arguing that
local contrel was more important.

Little of that was mentioned

: Thurs:day, however, as Hertel and

% r sat behind Clinton — one on
each side — both beaming through-
out the speech,

Before Clinton spoke, Engler

stressed that Michigan is ready to
be the first state to use national test

questions to see how its students

measure up. He also highlighted the

state's 79 chaner schools — two ar-

.,'_ -‘d

" GREG DeRUITERAansing Stste Journal

eas where he and Clmton appear o
be in sync. - -

“No challenge confrontmg our
state or the nation is more urgent,”
said Engler, also greeted by ap-
plause.

In the midst of awe-struck refer-
ences to the power of the Internet
and the early-years growth of a
newborn's brain, Clinton sketched

" out his own plan.

At'the center: standards.

“It doesn’t matter it your child
makes the highest grade in the class
if nobody gels over the standards
bar,” he said. “And it doesn't matter

if your child makes the lowest grade -

in the class if everybody gets over
the standards bar.”

- Among Clinton's proposals:

§ Childhood hteracy With the

oth pames like spee@h

Worth the \nlt: ~

Therese Breun-
inger {left), Cin-

Margie Moore
clap as Presi-
dent Clinton
§. waves to them
4 from ‘his car

three are Legis-
lative Services
Bureau
workers.

help of ?olunteets, every student
should be able to read by the third
grade.

‘B More charter schools, He
wants to double federal startup

‘money and have 3,000 nationwide

by 2090
* B College affordability. Tax cred-

- its and an increase in grant money

would send more students to
college.

3 Computers, Every classroom .

and library should be connected to
the Internet,

While here, Clinton’ announced
an $8.6 million grant aimed at
boosting technology in Michigan
schools that have Jarge numbers of
low-income studeats.

In his speech, Clinton told of find-
ing four books to help his daughter,

,.ezght articles on the Internet.

~dy Allen and -~ o e make this avails

‘Thursday. The

. Chefsea, with & research paper oniy,;

to discover she already had

n be
le to
all- children, it will chaige in a

**This is an incredible th

breathtaking way what people can - 3

become. what our children can
nn_?ﬁ'me themselves becoming.” .

president worked in several’

references to Roosevelt,

comparing
the challenges of his time — when
- cars and electricity were new — to
today, as the country faces a new cen-

tury while enjoying peace and

'pmsm.

“This1s arace ime,"” Clmton said,
While the ptesndenha] visit was

" less rare for Lansing than most cit-

jes its size, a Erowmg crowd of more
than 100 gat on the north side
of the Capitol justto watch the mo-
torcade leave,

Some waited for nearly two hcum
in the cold.

“It's exciting,” said Lwhe Cimade-

villa, a Cooley Law School student
who waited with a pocket camera and

a hat pulled over her ears
Linda Rademacher’ of St. Johns

‘waited during her lunch hour, hood
- pulled tight over her earmuffs.

[ guess ! kind of agree with most
of his policies,” she said. “To me, he

.‘seerns like a very Likeable person.

Lately, though, it seems like they‘re
trying.lo find some fault with him."”

Staff writer Chris Anda?w; con- -

tributed to the story.

Rt aar IRV N
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ACHER CLINTON

President makes important points on schools',A tests

he substance of President Bill
Clinton’s speech to the Legisla-,
ture Thursday was a yawner: a
rehash of his education initia-
tives, with some juvenile-justice and wel
- fare talkspnnldedm.Yethe did well in ex-
pressing what may be his most
motivational mesgage: “We cao do
this.”
' The president has great skill
at making his listeners feel in- §
cluded in, and even warmed by,
his rhetoric. That talent shows to its
maximum effect when he is making a
nonpartisan plea, as with his repeated wg-
ing to state Jawmakers to have politics stop
at the schoolhouse door. Infusing his talk,

too, was a core optimisra thathe beﬁeves

everyone can succeed.

© Mr Clinton’s delivery was so Iow—key
that some of his best points weren't good
fodder for TV news clips. He likened
schools to army units, with leadership that
can be taught and trained to build troops
.that — no matier where they are based or
what their specialty — meet a stanidacd the

 WILFEDO LEE/ Assoctatod Preas
mdmammmm the joint seasion of the

Legislature while Gov. Engler spplauda.

coumrycanrely on in wartime. Similarty,
- he said, schoolkhildren can be led to “suc-
~ceed and triumph in the modern world.”

He extended his confident, inclusive '

tone w gtudent testing, stressing that haw
ing a high test score means nothing if rio

having a low score is irrelevant if
everynne can get over the stan.
dards by, And he noted, comfort
ingly, that Arnericans sy have ts
. Bve with initially dreary results, as
has been the case with Michigan’s
‘new High School Proficlency Test

@ one can meet basic standards, and that

Mr. Clinton’s support for nationwide -

pupilt:amngoughttnhelpm;mgmmthe
. case for testing here. He was speaking

about state governors and lawmakers, but

he could just as well have been sddres<ing
parents and school administrators when
hewdoftest—tahw‘lmttom&eacb-
mate in which no one can say ‘no.” ... It's
voluntary, but you are ashamed if you
don't give your kids a chance to do this.”

Shortly thereafter, he delivered his |

biggest app]ausc line: "By expect-
ing less of them, we
_are selling their fu-
ture right down the
train® :

and-an underlying
belief in everyone's
ability to succedd is a
big part of what the
president communi-

was essentially
talk to Michigan's

dress was not his-

tory-making, it
brought home an im-

important way.

. Thateombination
of high expectations

cztedsowellmwhat .
apep-

lawmakers. If his ad-

portant theme in an )

i



http:IM!U'IIEDOI.UI
http:Arneric:u.bs
http:irn:leva.nt
http:I'.diI.or

FROM 1

P Clinton visit could be'

i = d educators rather than to lJawmakers and

.students teachers, parents, schools, and theg entire

Hn era poised for ch
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an education catalyst

Paxt history and part history lesson, President
Clinton’s address Thumday to lawmakers was a
‘semninal moment in Mch;gan
:debate. -

As for Clinton's g'm.nder reform g}m
'‘an uncertain congressional future, call for na-.
‘tional testing standards needs to be thoroy,
«veighed against the needs and self rule of individ-
~ual states.
: Yet the president’s insistence on basic education -
sreform rings true. Clinton sternly challenged the
“dumbmg down” syndrome in some schools, sa
:children are handed no favors by expecting too li
;of them.
<« ""We are selling thexrﬁxturenghtdownthe drain

time we do it,” Clinton said.
= Clinton’s cballenge spoke most directly to parents

s ongoing educaﬁon

.
¥

K High tions. A

standards. High
f accountability. Those were the pm;dent s words
uching on the essence of education reform. -
Higher standards and ations mean a collec~
e willingness to discard old notions, to do more -
3nd do better. They mean we will expect more from

C%c:trve community. -
ton recalled the last time a sitting eo&zresidem
addressed the state Legislature — Th
elt in 1907. He compared Roosevelt” P’wﬂeﬁ;"
:ﬁ.\s, a period of relative mﬁonal tranquility bu :

“This is a rare time,’ saxd the pxes:dent. reflecting
n other presidenc:es plagued by civil war, wordld -
~war or depression.

Rare peace and prosperity are easily overlooked
age. That shouldn’t be so. Michigan

G AOOCA

Lrey
!.!‘

. a‘cyn)
. Fhould accept the resident’s challenge as a person-

l one, and make ursday’s presidential visit not a
istorical footnate but a watershed for M.nchxgan
edcuanon. N

12147
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But that was away from the
House floor where warmth and
caruaraderie were stll the ruge.

’ And. yes, state Sen. Jim
Berryman, D-Adrian, an
announced 1998 candidate for

. . governor, engaged in what he

Bipartisan T e e e

A st an
. lp & " Republicans (but net, he
I ¥ - ' emphasized, against Clinton) and
tI’ uce nlce ’ . watched the speechoon television
» i ‘ ‘ in the near<empty Senate

while it lasts | o GOTersof

He accu

ypocrisy for claiming 1o
' .o . t;r;-x't::"ae‘ey(:m:uon's education
alk about a love-in. .. reform agenda while, he -

It was as if Air Force : B charged, turning their backs on
One. Bill Clinton at the ' such reform in Michigas. -
controls, had made a low - " Also, there were quiet groans

pass over the Capitol on

- L from some Democrats, who
Thursday, drenching it with ...

‘complained about Clinton’s

well, some form of high-powered praise for Engler and Engler-
tranquilizer spray. . style charter school reforms.

Oh, sure, it wore off after . . "+ And, of course, there were
awhile. . ’

stmilar groans from some :
Republicans who t_hought Engler,
instead of welcoming the :

~ But while the prez was in
towrr . . . well, it was as if civility,

collegiality and galloping N S ) “president, should have told him
- bipartisanship had suddenly o : to get Jost. -
seized all the hot-bloods and. - Sl ... : :
ideologues who normally infest . ! o Well, look. This was —as
the Capitol and turned them all ' - has been welpublicized — the
into cherubs ... or maybe first address by a'sitting:
political euhuchs. . ' president to a joint session of ...
Gov. John Engler, who flew ‘ . the Michigan Legistature in 90
from Washington with the =~ g ' " years.Ttwas an event. 8 A
 presidentand welcomed him - . | ' SPECTACLE! And not many of
. warmly in front of the joint - . _ us are likely to be around the
legrislative session, beamed, - ) ‘ . nexttime. = .. <
smiled, nodded and applauded all’ - . So, why not behave . .. at .
through the president’s 45 - ' jeast for 2 few hours, eh?
_ minute speech (about education : ) e
- and welfare reform) and, . o . Footnotes. o
- i afterward, told reporters it was . ’ ) o C S
F - 3 “tremendous.” : THE ETERMAL GERERAL: Engler ‘
M . Former Gov. Jim Blanchard, o - brought down the house, when
- . whao'd flown in on the same. o . he referred o Theodore .
- plane (He and Engler chatted - © Roosevell's address to a joint
B B ) . amiably aboard but didn’t sit: ) . session of the Michigan
" e ﬁ - together. “It's a big plane,” - . Legislature. in 1907. 'I"henv
e - Blanchard deadpanned.). labeled pointing to Michigan's venerable
the speech superb and said it . - I ttorney general, Frank Keliey
outlined an essentially bipartisan ) o (35 years in office and counting),
. agenda. “There is absolutelyno ' - " remarked: "Attorncy General
reason for Democrats or . < Keley tells me it was quite an
Republicans notto agree on it - |- ' o occasion.” . -
he.said. - ' : (Note: House GOP Jeader
And state Sen, Dan DeGrow, | . Ken Sikkema, R-Grandville, later -
R-Port Huron, seemed to * old reporters that Kelley had
sumrmnarize the prevailing N o predicted Engler might use such
Jegislative reaction when he asid L - aline)
tater; "I feel very comfortable ) ) -
with the president’s speech —
all of itt™’ : ’ :

And 5o it went for the three
hours or so the president was
inside the Capitol. ’ .

Oh, sure, not everything was.
perfect. . L ’ ’

Tmmediately following the N o
speech, national press types - .o : ] T
accompanying the president ’

- angaged in a venomous, 15 t 1
minute give-and-take with Clinton )
spokesman Mike McCurry over . . . .

_the latest revelations of White 1 - T

" House/Democratic Party fund- )

- raising hanky-panky.
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Reaction to Clinton’s

education agenda split
104 o

along partisan lines

oy e i ©

¥,

X i State J

ublicans and Democrats
xel:;&‘:lblt‘o al?ear two different
speeches from President Clinton on
ursday — and both gave him rave
reviews. R
. Republicans hailed Clinton’s edu-
cation address to the Legislature as
unbridled support for their efforts

- to expand the number of charter

schools In Michigan. Democrats

‘fiercely oppose that effort, saying
-the c:dstjng charter schools aren’t

held acecountable. o
'B'I‘Face it, Bill Clinton’s for charter

 &chools, the National Education As-

iation is, John Engler and the
soctad Senate Republi-
cans ares for

I Te’s oo charter schools
. “"He’sgot g2 Michigan’s
- so much future,”” said
Sen. Bill
empathy, Sci%?“?' "R-
’ ] Midland.
he just ‘“Michigan
takes Dem?crnts mt-lc\:
Al out of sync wi
off. . our president,
David HolSktar | their 'party's
Lansing leader.
. mayer Democrats,

on the other
: . hand, latched
on to Clinton's call for strong stan-
dards, which they translated into a
itch for a mandated core curvicu-
rum. House Democrats are pushing
to restore a mandate repealed by
Republicans in the last session.
" 'He pointed out very clearly that

" educational reform Is more than a

- jonal challenge,” said
one-dimension %m C(Z!het—
., D-Clio. “The president said we
g;ed to be commitred to basic cur-
riculum, and yet the Rept‘l'bhmns .
have backed away from it
Clinton's address — the second to
a state legislature since his State of
the Union message in Janvary —is
art of a campaign to place improv-
ig schools at the top of the national
enda. :
agm broad terms, he wants all 8-
year-olds to be able fo Tead indepen-
dently, all'12-year-olds'to be able'to
Jog onto the: Internet, all 18 year-
‘0lds to be able to attend college and

all adults to commit themselves to

!eamm;

"?"fi?a“%o.pom “call to action” in-

cludes such things as more readin
“tutors, pational testing ag:d upgrad-
- ad technology. .
T Although%nm‘.on declared that
: “politics should stop at the class-
:foom door,” it was immediately ap-

- _parent that there are shaﬁ.pammm
- ‘differences in the ichigan

~Legislarure. . . .

er the speech, Republican
‘leaders held a news conference to
’Mghi{fht the areas where they
- €

with Clinton, focusing pn- -

‘marily on charter schooly and na-
‘tHo testing, - .

-

1997, 03 ~-7 1o 5@

- Senate Majority Leader Dick
Posthumus challenged Democrats *
to take up a bill ilncreasing the num-
ber of charters immediately.

But U.S. Rep. Debble Stabenow,
-D-Lansing, said Clinton’s and
" Engler’s positions on school issues
aren't as close ag they seem.

. *The words sound the same, the
‘actions have becen very different,”
‘she said, Clinton, for instance, em-
Ehasized lifelo learning, while

ngler cut adult  education

‘spendin%
State eK. Laura Baird, D-Oke-
mos, sald she believed Clinton suc-

ceeded in contrasting hia position
with Engler’s. ) .

“[ think they have very different
approaches. I think Clinton’s strate-
gY is more inclugive and brin ins
people along, rather than the ﬁin
of confrontational, in-your-face

‘style we see in Michigan,” she said.
- Former Gov. James Blanchard, a
friend of Clinton's since both were
Demaocratic governors in the 1980s,
said thilrresident gsought to be in-
tentionally bi lsan.
. “He wants to make sure the cam-
. paign for better education Is biparti-
.san,” Blanchard said, “I think he
underscored that quite effectively
%y praising Michigan and lnvit‘mE
-Gov. Engler to fly with us bac
‘here.’” ) s
» . Lansing Mayor David Hollister,
who has crested his own blue.rib:
bon commission to study education
In Lansing, said Clintonlaid out his
agenda effectively. L
. I thought it was inspirational, 1
thought it was sincerc,” he said.
:"'He's got so much empathy, he just
takes off” . ’
East Lansing schools Superinten-
. dent Daniel Keck, invited to sit on
the House floor with gstate Sen.
.Dianne , Byrum, D-Onondaga, said
‘he was encouraged by the presi-
-dent’s positive and upbeat chal-
"lenge to educators. . -
- I “I'wish our legislators would take
‘a lirtle. lesson from what was said
‘this morning,” he said. I think
when someone comes into town and
.takes a very positive leadership ap-
- proach to vestru , it shows it
.will get us a Jot f; er than the
‘blame game.” '

i~ Staff writers Greg J.. Borowski
-Hod Mark Mayes contributed to this

feport.
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Meetmg the presxd.em makes }ﬁds

Lammg Suk Jouml

~ To those aboard Air Force One, -
Carlos Cosey must have looked

like the perfect welcome for Presi-
deqt Clinton,

The 9-year-old bundied in &

black coat flashed a toothy grin

and a yellow cardboard sign. that
read, “We love you Mr. President,”
as Clinton's plane taxied acrosy the
runway Thursday morning atCapl
tal City
Minutes r Cosey and nine
other Tocal students found them-
selves faoe-todace with the leader
of the free world,
"l'll remember it forever," said
e{v a student at Mid- Mzclngan
Public School Academy in

!

\ :...1

FROM 1

Laml

Same for the uthet students,
who earmed the chance to meel

Clinton by wribing essays and let-
-ters to the Lansi

State Journal
U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow made

the arrangements with me wmte
House

from sw and represe ga?f}

local schools — arrived &t the air- |

port about 915 am,

They spent about an hourwatch-
ing Secret Service agents, report-
ers and police prepire for the visit
before a White House staffer ush-

ered them onto the rumway fo -

await Air Force One,

Darrell - Crockett, a 9-year-old-
~from El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz

Academy in Lansing, pulled hiy

Wm woﬂhwhﬂe

“'I'nanks tor wmting for me,”

Souvedlr

- gmide: Carlos -

_ Cosey.
thit

red from the frigid air,
The president spent about five
. mmutes with the students, who
*: “were accompanied by Diane
-§picer, 8 Grand River Elementary
School fourth-grade teacher, He
shook hands, collected gifts, -

group pictures.

8n atto- A “wxaielynb(ihnstth 9eru;en mdd'Ash]zy
mas, DOI
ute %{f‘n‘fg;’m ; Cllntoor; s oteock| f%il g:etrh
4 hadra t etters
naa SANFORDILmsmg Sate Journal -Some of the more .

thten to the president by Lan-

-area students,

coat over }m head and Jis stoeves  chudir Mayor Dmd Homsten ahd

over his hands (o ward pff the cold, headed -sivaight for thie students, / ﬁ'am and the presxdent ducked
When Clinton emerged from the  Who'were Stationed near the p presz
‘plane. be greeted iocai officials; in- denhal limousine,’ : -Please see XIDS, 8A
i
L
‘P v

Cinton said, his smiling face beet -

lgned autographs and posed for ,

:few more smiles, a few final- }
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Kids: Visit
was worth

the wait

Continued FROM 1A

into the fimo for the trip to the
state Capitol 1o’ address
lawmakers. ..

“It exceeded my expectations,”
said Brian Ngo, a 17-year-old se-
nior from Hoit High School. “It’s a

reat experience to shake his

and and talk to him,
. ““When you see him on TV, you
don’t see him as a teal person.””
Ngo wasn't the only student

who saw a new side of the

president,

“1 didn’'t expect him to be so
enthusiastic,”” said Emma Tai, a
12-year-old from MacDonald Mid-
dle School in East Lansing. “I'm
going to go back to school and all
my friends will say, ‘Oh, you're'so
lucky.'” ‘

Tai said Clinton was taller-in

person than on television. -
Meeting the president cleared

1ép a different misconception for
0

sey, who included a drawing of
Clinton with his letter. The next
time Cosey sets out to capture the
president's image on paper. he'll
use a different color crayon.
. His gray hair surprised me, [
thought it was brown,” he said
with a smile.

1937,03-27
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Crowd

van.n&ﬁ?

Lassing State Joumd

1!3» “4°7

-

rom abomoa protests to the
okey
chxg pxtot Thursday wag
anything bot ho hum,

A crowd of about 00 huddied
there — mast hoping for a glimpse
of the siver-haired southemer in
trom the nation's capital. & few oth-
¢3 merely wanted to make a point.

Each had their own reason for

ppmg school, work and other ob-
ligations tobepanoﬂznmgsm
presidential drama.

Larry and Linda Cummins of
DeWitt were certain that if Presi.
dent Clinton was going to meet the
lown's folk, he would seek out those

to him.

" S0 th;y bundled up for the 26-

ay and traipsed out onto
Caplto}'s snow-dusted lawn —

1997, 03-27
SI.

a large flag from Arkansas.
P%gured the mostly red banner

gw earn them a handshake,
e thou

ht the pm:dent could
A“C a fnengly face,” linda Cum-

ppmgtheﬂa bought
nmoldAx asgustauona

- ,' {

.
1 iy .
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, the scene outside

g&mm for

La Cummins grew up in Para-
gou}d Ark. So Clinton is 2 home-
town hero for him: "My mother vot-

ed for him when he was just a boy —

for governor,”
Across the war i‘r

graders from Ho

wag to beat the biting wind chill,

a group of fifth-

ou do the Hokey Poke nd .

you tum yoursell around.

what it's all about," they sang.
* jumping inunison, The kids jrekked
to town from Holland's Vanderbilt

Charter Schoo! to let President Clin-
ton know they love the way zhey
Jearn,

- “We get more schooling, less re-
‘cess,” Peter
a gocd thing. We're learning about
justice and virtues."

If he had the chance — which he
didn't ~ Szymezak said he would
tell the president charter schools
are the best.

“He should support them all that
he can," he said.

Jim Pouillon of Owaossoalsohada

message. His 4- by 5-foot sign, bear-
ing a gruesome photo of a mangled
fetus, told everyone he's- against
abortion.

Pouillon, a member of Operation

+

.

and brainstormed -

k said, “That's -

hfesaver. said the picture triggered

- some negative response from the

dozen or so schoolteachers. there
with their classes for the moming.
“They said it was offensive,” he

" gaid. " lcld them it offends me too,

that's why it should be illegal” .

"Our president is in favor of this.
The blood of innocent babies is on
his hands,”

A black stretch imousine pulled
up to the Capitol's north entrance
and the cluster of people shifted,
cramming into a taped off area hop-
ing lo see Clinton,

Joy Wallace of Lansing was i rst
in line. She leaned against a li

. post and beamed at the black vehi

cles that lined up in the dnveway

“{ have a flower for you,” she -
. said, holding out a single purple iris,

carefully wrapped in clear
cellophane,

The card attached read: “Thanks
for all you do.”

“He's doing 2 good job as our
leader and our president,” she said.
“[ just want him to know that.”

But the president never came into
view, let alone close enough g ac-
cept Wallaces gift.

4

v DA\'ID ﬁwsmnsing Stota Journal

Motorcade greeting: Morgan Goossen (left), a fourth-grader at
the West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science inWalker, -
waves as Clinton’s motorcade passes. The academy is a charter
schoal, a concepl pushed by Clinton and Gov. John Engler,
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R 1) Ror the Lansing State Journal
Wo, at Iast: Leslie Andrews, 13, an eighth-grader at Kinawa
iddle School, shakes the president's hand Thursday. Leslis,
ughter of State Journal political editor Chris Andrews, repont-
frpm Clinton’s 21st Century Express Main trip through Michi-
n in August, but didn't meet Clinton until Thursday.

-lansing.

_ "I was hoping te meet the presi-
dent — and Chelsea, but she wasnt
on the train. .

“I made a little button that said,

“It's my birthday, and I want lo see

the PRESIDENT" as a hint.

“Someone told me he would‘

come by, bul instead he listened to
the first lady’s speech. By the time it
was over, we had amved in East
“Magbe next time.” - Aug. 28,
19%6
] Finally gol to meet President

. Clinton on Thursday, exaclly six

months and one week after my first

try. .
It was my 13th birthday tast Au-

gust, and my dad and [ were riding
on the 21st Century Express teain
with Clinton as he campaigned
across Michigan to the Democralic
National Convention in Chicago. He
was going to come and shake my
hand, but at the last minute his
plans changed.

This time, however, | wasn’t go-

" ing to let him miss me. |, along with

other Jocal students who wrote
"Dear Mc.President " letters to the
State Journal, met President Clin-
ton at Capital City Airpert on
Thursday. :
Ahuge plane labeled “The United

" States of America” landed on the

runway, and many political figures

emptied out, Among them were

bie Stabenow, Gov. John Engler

and President Clinton. Clinton’
~walked off Air Force One dnd into -
- the fine the 10 of us formed. ’

He walked around shaking every-

one's hands and calling us by our
- first names. ~
That was a tolally unexpected -

gesture to most of us. When it wag

my turn, I was both nervous and

excited..
In a tiny voice, | said “Can 1 have

your autograph?” to the tall man
with 2 friendly smile. “Yeah, in just

a minute,” he replied. ~
Then, we got 8 grou picture wit
Clinton, each of us edging as close
to him 4s possible.
Next, we huddled into a Jroup

ﬁéhﬁng the photogra her: to 'get‘

closer to the center where Clinton
was signing sutopraphs.
{ wanted Clinton to sign the arti-
g{e { wrote about my tram trip with
m, .. o
1 pushed my-article ahove heads

and Clinton took it while looking at

my face,

To my surprise, he Stopped and

read the article while many were

. waiting out in the freezing rold for

their turm.

. [ was shocked again when he

wrote “Leslie — This is a fine arti-

cle. Congrtulations, Bill Clinton ¥

6/32," rather than what he wrote on
most 3&7’?!&'& “President Bill Clin-
ton 397" 4

Then, as he wag Jeaving, he said
“Bye Lestie, bye Carlos.. " in such
1 Familiar and casua) way that you'd

Lave thought we had been longtime

friends. :

Lastly, as we walked over into the
press area, reporters swarmed
around ux trying to get the scoop on

what the presiden{ was like. The -

way Clinton Jeft me feeling wasthat
if he could, he'd go bo every single’

person in the United States and talk -

{o them individually. - -
He seemed like he loved the pud-

*lic. He also treated everyone like his

friends,

1 have cometo the conclusion that .
we have 4 great man leading our
nation inlo the 21st century.

Leslie Andrews, 13, is an eighth- -
greder at Kinaws Middle School in

. Ohkemos. She is the daughter of
. State Journal political editor Chris

Andrews,
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GREG DeRUITER L ansing State Jaurnal
Punldumd point: President Clinton stressas
3 paint during his 43-minute speech.

f
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. the future and pot

Speecl'f is Jumptnéo%
point for seventh-grade
debate on education

By Mark Mayes

Laming St Journad

EAST LANSING - MacDonald
Middle School seventh-graders
madt twe points clear alfter tuning
in to Prendent Clinfon's Lansing
address.

His plan lo give every student In-
ternet actesz by 2000 ks 4 hands-
winner,

mmmmmm&,'

vision definitely beats math clase

_ “"We need to know what he's talk- -

ing about, ton," s2id Stawn Far
7am, 13, 2 seventh-grader. “We're
fhe adulny.”

Clinton sired Jus education ad-
dresy ~ 4 call to action for tougher

-lassroom wandards and improved

coliege access — #t legislators dur-
ing AJ:: Capilal |ppwam:by 3
presi

~ The pmndmt didn't manage to .
_sneakin & stop at 2 local school de-
spite invitalions by the Lansing

schools superintendeat and the
mayor. Byl MacDonald leacher

Johnson made sure his stu- -

denls §ot & chance to see and hesr

regular
give studenty a current events n-
son mm tdcvzm n
president spealdng In lown
today 12 not. something you can
eliminate from thelr perspectlve,”
sald Johnson, who n}«]u {he news.
& daily part of class for his students,

the president live.

"This is wha?'s
They're mtmm
opiniona.”

on today.

meeting chal) standards,
Buf Malcelm 1L said tests’
the strongest opinions among atu-
dents is school uniforms. President
Clinton supporis the idea, but stu-
dents were disappointed he didn't

:t;uch on the issue during his -

5.
Uniforms are unpopular with
most MacDonald students, and Di-
anz Hosler, 17, wanted to hear from

33 they have .
One topic that generates some ot.

BRUCE POLLACK\ ansing Swu Joumal
Govemment fessons: Care Davidson (left) and Ashley Guarrant
{right} watch Presiden Clinton's address with (heir clmmalas at
East Lansing's MacDonard Migdle Scho!,

the president bwhndhe‘sgo
mgwmh
‘l\hone:gmgtobe able lo ex-

press wha they are,” she said,

National lests, which Clinton did
mention, slso appear s tough sell on
studenis. m esident wants all
fourth- and eighth-graders io fake
national testyeto ensupe they'te
aren’t the answer,

“It seemms like they're lesting yout '

brain on this one test, wh:rh reall

doesn tell you anything,” he sai
Johraon 52l his stugents offen

are fmstrated that so much empha

nmu!mmmml

“They re interested
and they have
~ opinions.”
fack Johnson
MacDonald Middls School
teschar

mhphadmmumwm
Program test, e

public
and talk about tht state taking over
lailing school districts, he said.
Johnson was glad to see Clinton fo-
cusing on giving educators and st
denty mare toolt to achieve higher
standatds.

“T like hflgjt;n ;k positive sp-
pmads. “He's eacourag-
goels. There are
pommam who are more

Chu!oamyhmmhpﬂh,
his edueational plan, but just tm
presence could pay dividends i
inspites parents mdwlunmto
get involved, be seid

*1 think just him coming here to
speaklrmhepublichuw;fsm
portant,”. Johuson 5ai.

And, while students dida‘t get ta
see Clinton's speech in person, they
3ill were excited he came fo town.

“} think It's good that he's wor-
- ried about our education,” Hosler
said
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. . GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State Journal .
Capltol welcomas: President Clinton shakes hands with Gabriel Cropsey,
13, (lett} of DeWitt and Meghan Urisko, 9, of Grosse Pointe Park. The two
were among student guests invited by lawmakers to hear the speech

Lansing State Joural » Friday, March 7, 1957 + 7A

@5 \ESSON FOR LEGISLATORS

Clinton speech excerpts

Asndmd Press
President Clinton's educstion
proposals, and quotes from his

_speech Thursday before the

mtdngan Legislature to highhght

B Set national standards with
nationat tests in fourth-grade

~ reading and eighthgude math,

and hold schools accountable for

poor scores.
" “T want te create a climate in

which oo one can say no, in -

which it's voluntary but you are
ashamed if you don't give your
kids the chance to do this."

& Set standards for leachers

_and hetp 100,000 master teachers.

achieve nahonal certification.
“We have to make sure that we

do everything we can to help our

classroom teachers be the best

| tha can be."

Recruit | million volunieer

- tutors to help children read inde-

pendently by the end of the 3rd
grade,

andJ can read this all by myself.”

LMJ

8 Expand Head Start to cover
more disadvantaged children and
-entourage parents to become in-
volved in. their chuldren 1
education. . -

“An enommous pemmate

the capacity of ‘the brain to ab-~

sort {nformatiof) fo-uperafe Iy de-:
“eloped in the first four yeass, ...
This has enormius comgumml"

for the way wé:become,

B Double funding to start chat:
terschoqllsomeremﬁbewﬂl)"
charter schools by the year 2000.-

~"Ultimately, what we want 0.
doistopmve!hntwehmm

model here that can beused ev-
erywhere else, i simply not
true that if you have a few dpubhc
schools that ail the rest of themi
can't be good; if some of them are
good that they all car't be pood.”
- BMake schools safer, dry
free and more disciplined wi

school uniforms, character

education.
“The communities that are re-

* versing that trend, that had juve-
"] want every child tobe ableto

.do this and say, here's this. book

nile crime going down, are the
places that make sure that all
those kids have somelhmg pos-

" hbillion for repairs or replacemen{

~ and limiled investment, lon@ithe .

tive to & X yes to, even as tﬁéy’re
bemg tol {o say no to the wrong'

lModemue schools with §5

“When there's a terrible prob-

lem and people are doifly, their
gwn work, 1fgem.byap £

o
msto!ﬂmtsethatmoh sople <€
can affard {o do more wohstruc- {
fion and repair, | thmk we ¢
;Shwld. T . 1
BGw, facredits !er' |
fuitiod costa,; o
L We ough !
ind, mhyms of eduication. jcst !
29 iniversal by the yeay 2000.as'a
hlghmhoo! pdncanon- ls wday
Wi We hﬂ“c’ﬁ do this.".
Ehwide skl grants
jble_wotkers get bdu
and trilfiig. ° =507 '.'1. ‘
“They can find out for e |
selves whal they need to do to
improve their education. We '
don't need all that stuff in the
middle of them, between them
and the money. Send them the '
money, let them get the:
education.”
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Ivioney alone opposed
as fix for U.S. schools

BY MIKE TOBIN
States Newsy Service

WASHINGTON ~ U.S. Rep. Peter
Hoekstra has spent the past few
_months going to schools in Detroir,
. East Harlemn and South-Central Los
Angeles, where he’s seen hardwork-
ing teachers in old schools trying to
cycle

break the
_ of crime and vi-

olence that
plagues their
neighborhoods. -
" Butthe prob-
lems those
. schools A face -

won't be solved
with more fed-
eral money or
involvernent,
the Holland Re-
publican said-in
a recent inter-
view. '

A little more than a month after
President Bill Clinton declared educa-

tion to be the priority of his second”

term and asked Congress to deliver
an extra $51 billion for education.
Hoekstra is racing to make himself

the GOP’s most vocal thorn in the

president’s side on the issue.

As a member of the House Educa-

“tion and Worlforce Committeé and
chairman . of that group's Oversight
and. Investigations subcommitteé,
Hoekstra is. responsible for making
sure government money ian't wasted
on frivolous school programs that
dont yield results.” . -

And he doesn’t see much to like in
the president’s multibilhon-dollar call

. for developing national tests, connect-

v ing all schools to the Internet and

making two years of college standard.
- “Educadon is in crisis. It's not an
issue of money and it's not an issue of
.- public versus private,” Hoekstra said.
“We need to focus on what is working
and what is not working before we
pump a bunch of money into the
system.”
Explormg what works and what

doesn't is the focus of “Education at 8

Crossroads,” a program that brought
-Hoekstra to Detroit two weeks ago to
visit Nataki Talibah, a former private
.school that's now an Afrocentric char-
ter school, and three Cornerstone
schools that weré established by a

3-7—%

consortium of churches ‘to .offer a
" nondenominational value-oriented
curriculum. )

“They are committed to getiing
clone what needs to be done. It was a

wonderful experience,” Hoekstra
said. “The teachers there are wonder-
ful.”

Hoekstra's visit to Detroit was one
in a series of congressional hearings
held in the toughest neighborhoods
of Los Angeles, Chicago and New
York, where members of Congress

" . look at “the good, the bad and the
. ugly” of education, Hoekstra said.

Among the ugliest aspects of public
education, he said, are too many
federal education programs.

“Before we resort to creating new
programs and increasing spending,
we should look at the more than 760
education programs that the federal

. government already has, located in 39

different agencies and spendmg more

" than $120 billion a year,” he said.

“Before we do that, I believe propos-
ing new federsl programs is prema-
ture and foolhardy.”

Not everybody agrees. Robert |.
Chase, president of the National Edu-'
cation Association, the nation's larg-
est teachers' union, has 'embraced
Clinton’s proposals. Chase and others
believe more money is ‘needed to
modernize: schools and give more
students access . to higher education.

But. Chase_ said hé's willing to
work with those who accuse schools

of squandering federal money,

“If- people think there's wasteful-

. spendmg in public education, tell us
where it is,” Chase zaid. “If it is there,

we too would like to make sure it is
corrected.” -

‘Hoekstra * said schools  are
swamped by paperwork and are
forced to spend time and money’
hunting and applying for grants.
Then they spend more time provmg
they are complymg \\flth require-
ments i

" Hoekstra uses Clmton s call for a
million more reading tutors.'as .an
example of what's wrong with the
president's approach.. He wonders
why students can't read or write
without tutors after being in school
for more than seven hours a day. -

“What are t.hey doing in school all

day?” Hoekstra asked.

HES® P.15/20
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Engler seeks to link
[ - MEAP to US. tests

BY PEGGY WMESMZ : ;

Froe Prosa Education Weirer
Gov. John Englér wants a natxonal
education test to be combined with
Michigan’'s homegrown tesis as early
as next year, but a testing expert says
that may not be as casy. as it sounds.
. Sharif Shakrani, a former curticu-
lum dircctor for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education who now runs the

National Assessment of Education

Progress test in Washington, said the:
NAEP and M:chlgan tests are de-
signed differéntly.

Engler's spokesman John Truscott

" believes the differences .can be

worked out.
“We haven't figured out all of the

details, but the governor is looking . |

for something thal would be a repre-
sentative comparison to all - the
states,” Truscott sajd this week. “He
wantg something’ that can be com-
pared. It may not be all the questions,
but it will be something that can be

- compared,”

The biggest difference between
the two tests is the sarnples. Shakrani
said this week,

“The Michigan Educational Assess-

ment Program tests compare stu- -

dents to their peers. Reading and

" math tests are given in fourth and

seventh grades, and science and writ-
ing in fifth and eighth grades.
All of the tests confain the same

" questions.

The NAEP is given to a reprcsen-
tative sampling of students in various

grades in 48 states and territories, |

including Michigan.

Results are used to compare states
to states. . The test does not assess
individual students’ progress. |

‘Not every student gets the same
set of questions, and some NAEP
questions are more difficult than oth-
ers.

Shakrani saxd Englcr $ idea would

work if the NAEP is modified so it

measures all fourth- and eighth-grad-

©ers as individuals, instead of produc-’

ing a state average. For example, ull
students would probably have to bé
asked the same questions.

Shakrani said the NAEP tests
probably are more d;fﬁculr than the
MEAPs.

.On the NAEP students must pro-

vide an answer and a reason for the

answer, and do in-depth problem
solving. MEAPs are multiple-choice

_ tests and are not as difficult, he said.

“It's not easy,” Shakrani sald of the

~ NAEP. “We're trying to determine.

what percent of the students reach
the basic levels and what percent

THE EXJIMS

MEAP: The Michigan
Educitional Assessment
Progrvam is given to fourth-,
fifth-, seventh- and eighth-
graders in public schools and
participating private schools.
It tests basic skills in .
reading, math, science and
writing. Scores provide a
snapshot of a student’s
progress and are used for
‘wtate schools’ accreditation.

NAEP: Michigan is among 48
states and territories that -
paricipate in the National
Assessment of Education
Progress, developed by the - -
.S, Department of
Education. Testing is done in

" math, science, reading,
wnnng. geography. history,
civics, economics, arts and
foreign languages. Results
compare states to states :md
to the nation.

TIMSS: The Thi;jd ‘
International Mathematics
and Science Study test |
samples 500,000 studcnts. .
including 40,000 U1.S.
'students, in fourth, eighth
and 12th grades in 41 :
countries. Developed by a .
Netherlands-based group, the
program is supported in the
United States by the National’
Center for Education
Statistics and the U.S.

By Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki

reach the pmﬁacntlevel ”
Engler also wants to use the 'I'kurd

International Mathematics and Sci’

ence Study, as President Bill Clinton’
suggested in hig 10-point education.
agenda, but there.may not be time to.
mclude it In next year's MEAPS
Truscott said.

“TIMSS we're definitely Jooking to’
implement. Whetlier we can do both
1 don’t kaiow,” Truscott said. ’

Clinton’s education agenda pro—-

_poses that all fourth-graders wke the-

NAEP reading test and exgh\‘.hvgmck
ers, the TIMSS math test. TIMSS is.
ngen in 41 countries. ) e

T T T T pr oy s e e e A ST

Department of Education, .

oz
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Febrﬁary ,14, 1997

Letters to the detor
‘The Detroit News
615 West Lafayette Blvd.
Detroit, Michigan 48231

To the Editor:

‘ In his State of the Union message, Presxdent Clinton said: “Every state
should give parents the power to choose the right public school for their children.
Their right to choose will foster competition and innovation that can make public
schools better.” : o

1 agree with President Clinton. School choice is good -- good for students,
parents and teachers. I also agree with the President that dramatically
expanding charter school options is the right thing to do to help all schools get
better. The President was right on target when he said that “politics must stop at
the schoolhouse door We must all stand together to help our children learn.

' That is why Iiwas so dismayed to see politics featured front and center in
the February 4, 1997 article entitled “Michigan may get $24 million for charter
schools.” Unfortunately, State Representative James Agee incorrectly asserts
that my view of charter schools conflicts with the President’s. In fact, I have
personally discussed this issue with the President. Additionally, I recently
attended a White Hbuse meeting between the National Governors' Association,
the President and U.S. Education Secretary Richard Riley. We discussed how
charter schools and competition have had a posxtlve 1mpact on the traditional
school system. :

Even the National Education Association -- America’s largest teacher’s
union -- has endorsed charter schools, saying that “. . . well-designed and
implemented charter schools can open new vistas for public school practxtmners y
and bring greater parental and community support to the school site.” To show
its commitment to these new public schools, the NEA will be spendmg $1.5
million to start five charter schools natlonwzde

Both Presxdent Clinton and I have called for the creation of more charter
schools. Specifically, the President plans spendmg $51 million of federal funds
this year and $100 million next year. To help foster the creation of more charter
schools in Michigan, T have notified the President that our state is ready to help
meet his challenge of‘ creating 3,000 new charter schools by the year 2000.

N L%
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What will this new infusion of resources mean to Michigan? It will mean
more high quality pﬁbhc school choices for parents and students. Let’s take a
quick look at the choxces innovative charter schools are already provxdmg

e The mxssxon of the Nataki Talibah Schoolhouse in Detroit is to educate
the “whole 'child” by encouragmg academxc social-emotional and
physical development :

¢ The chhlgan Health Academy, a collaborative effort of Henry Ford
Health System and Oakwood Healthcare System, exemplifies employer
involvement by overseeing the design, development and ongoing
operation of high school that combines classroom and real-life
clinical expenence on a daily basis.

o The West Mlc}ugan Academy of En\nronmental Science is located on an
organic farm to help kids learn about agnculture and farm operation.
‘ﬁ

As a result of these innovative programs; a broader student populatlon is
being served and traditional districts are taking note. For example, the Lansing
School District is now working with the Edison Project to explore options for ‘

creating an alternative school similar to Edison’s Mid-Michigan Public School

Academy. Lansing’s deputy superintendent was quoted as stating that the
proposed partnership is an effort by the city school district to “out-charter the

charter schools” by offenng more choices to parents and students.

I do not view charter schools as the only solution to public education
- challenges, but theycan be the right answer for some. The vast majority of our
students will contmue to attend traditional pubhc schools.

Certainly, there is room in Michigan for ‘more charter public schools In
fact, less than one percent (about 12,000) of Nﬁc}ugan s K-12 pupils attend the 77
charter schools already operating in our state. “We expect 105 charter schools will
open by next year with more than 20,000 studenits in attendance. With President
Clinton’s strong support, we will take an even bigger step forward to help our
children learn and nge teachers the freedom and flexibility to do what they do best
-- teach and msplre .

Nothing is mo‘re important to the future of families than the quahty of our
children’s education! Our public schools provide the ladder from poverty to
prosperity and make equal opportunity possible. I urge everyone who cares about
Michigan’s future to put politics aside and stand up for our chxldren
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Charter public schools mean more childi'ian will have a choice and a
chance to succeed, and that helps Michigan public education lead the way.
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MICHIGAN
) PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY FACT SHEET

Ly

Authorizers

i

Universities = NMU, CMU GVSU, SVSU EMU, and Oakland U.
' . FSUto authonze for Fall 1997

v

ISDs ! Wayne, Bay-Arenac, Midland, Saginaw, Washtenaw
. and St. Clair . ,

Local Districts Detroit and Wyoming ~

PSAs Operatmngnrollment Comparxsons ' Projections

PSAs Operahng .43 77 105

PSA Enrollmen’t 5230 ; 12,343 - 20,000

1996-97 Pupil Enroﬂment Lovels
| Public School Enrollment 1,648,05()

Traditional K-12 Schools - 1,635,707

Public School Academies 12,343 (0.75% of total K-12)
Home School Enrollment " 2,980
Non-Public School Enrollment 191,663

PSA Creation

Percent of PSAs that; are new start-ups . 9%
Percent of PSAs convertmg from private to publzc 21%

Racial-Ethnic Distribution L
i PSAs ~ Traditional Public Schools

Caucasian 47% B 78%

Children of Color 53% 22%
School Size |

Average size of Michigan PSAs 154

Largest PSA el

Smallest PSA 2
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2, : |
\/" ; ‘ Gi'eatest Number of PSAs by County
_ .) ‘ . Wayne | 19 schools
L - Kent . ‘ 10 schools

. Ingham/Qakland 5 schools

3

PSA Student Acad?emic Origin

75% from pubhc schools

(9257 pupils or .57% of the tradxtxonal K-12 enrollment)
9% from non-public schools

(1111 puplls or .07% of the trad1t10na1 K-12 enrollment)
15% enrolled in kindergarten

(1851pupils or .11% of the tradxtxonal K-12 enrollment)
1% from home schools

(123 pupils or .008% of the trachtwnal K-12 enrollrnent)

Conversion Schools (private to public school academy status)

16 PSAs are conversion schools which serve a total of 1,862 students, 764 of
which were pnvate school pupils during the pnor academic year (41%)

6.2% of the total PSA pupils were enrolled in conversion schools and were
private school pupxls during the prior academic year. Of the 1,648,050
pupils enrolled in public schools, 0.05% are enrolled in conversion schools -
and were pnvate school pupils during the prior academic year.

Michigan spends $7.9 billion per year on pupil foundation allowances. $9. 5
million are allocated to conversion schools, with approximately $4.4 million
supporting students in conversion schools and formerly enrolled in private
school. This equates to 0.056% of total state foundation allowance dollars.

Lo
it

National ’ i
; y
1st charter school is located in Minnesota, opened in 1991.

25 states plus the District of Columbm have charter leglslatlon

Of the first 8 states to pass charter school! leg'islatxon, 4 Democrat:c |
governors and 4 Republican governors.

63% of studen;s attending charter schools are minority-group members.

Michigan has g_‘the third highest number of operational PSAs.
(Top 4: California-116, Arizona-114, Michigan-77, Colorado-32)
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T KEY PRINCIPLES OF CHARTER

‘

SCHOOLS IN MICHIGAN

Charter schools are public schools and governmental bodies. Statutorily, they
are known as pubhc school academies (PSAs)

“Charter Schooi is a generic name for a new type of autonomous pubhc
school that operates pursuant to a charter agreement. A charter is, in effect, a
performance-based contract that contains specxflc and measurable
performance standards

;."r:

As governmental bodies, charter schools ar&sublect to all of the same laws,
such as freedom of information and open meetings, which govern all
governmental bodies in Michigan. As public schools, charter schools must
comply with the provisions of the school code.

Charter schools are organized structurally as non-profit corporations..

Charter schools receive their public status directly from one of four types of
public educaticn boards; local school district boards, intermediate district
boards, community college boards, and public university boards. Charter
schools cannot be authorized by any other type of pubhc entity or any private
entity in Mlchxgan ;

Any group can form a charter school, so long as it obtains recognition from
one of the four;types of public boards that ¢an authotize the schools, and

meets state and federal consntunonal provxswns regardmg establishment of
religion. "'

b4
Every charter school must have a school board, chosen in a manner

prescribed by the authorizer. Those who are employees of the board may not
serve on the board

Once authonze‘d a charter school is an independent public school district.
1:

Charter schools must employ certified teachers, but the charter school may
design its ownaeducatxonal program (sub}ect to approval by the authonzer)

Charter schools establish their own basis for evaluation {again subject to
agreement by t the authorizer). This evaluation must minimally include the
Michigan Educahon Assessment Program test.
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e, Authorizing bodies are required to monitor charter schools for

\v“’:-x: compliance with their charter contracts. If a charter school is .
Fg - consistently failing to live up t te its charter, the authorizing body
: ) s obhgated to revoke the charter <

‘;3

The charter school s “district", i.e. the residential base from whxch students

~ may apply to enroll in the school, is at least as large as the "district” of the

authorizer, but may be larger If authorized by a public university, a charter
school’s enrollment district is the entire state of Michigan.

Charter schools must have an open enrollment policy. Charter schools may
not use aptitud“e or achievement testing to select its students. If charter
schools receiveimore applicants than it has; places, they must use a random
process to admit students. The schools may give preference to siblings of
enrolled students. il

The state provxdes to charter schools a state‘axd grant amount for each
enrolled student in regular attendance. The amount equals the lesser of the
pupil allowance in the local school district in which the charter school is
physically located or $5,808, which is the maximum'a charter may receive for
1996-97. Charter schools may not charge tuition.

Charter schools receive other state andvfederal education funds that flow to
public school cfistricts, such as compensatory education funds.

Charter schools do not have direct taxing and bonding authorlty as do local
school dlstncts* , . ,
Charter schools may raise funds from contrtbutxons, but do not have a tax
base and are not allocated a budget by a taxmg body. Their funds come from
enrollments. g;

State public unliversities may authorize a total of 100 charter schools in 1997.
They are limited to-a maximum of 125 in 1998 and 150 in 1999. ISDs and local
districts have no limits on the number of charters they may authonze
Enroliment in the charter school is currently counted twice a year, and state
payments to the school are made in nine equal monthly installments from
October through June of each school year. | thy

Charter schools may offer more than the state minimum requirements (for

et

hours and days of instruction), but not less. A
?

¥

r

Charter schools are subject to the oversight’ of their authorizers and the State
Board of Educatxon :
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MICHIGAN

; CHARTER SCHOOLS AND CHOI CE
' # ¢ THEELITIST MYTH REFUTED
FACTS;
. Most wealthy students are already attending the schools thef want. Choice

students tend to be the students with less successful experiences in
traditional public schools. The records show that they come from more
disadvantaged backgrounds and start with below average skills.
?
e  Michigan charter schools serve more than twice the percentage of black
students-53% percent in 1996-as traditional pubhc schools. '

o ‘Most charter schools are serving inner-city children in disadvantaged
communities. Detrmters created ten of Michigan’s first 44 charter schools.

e - A 1996 report from the National Center for Education Statistics shows that
the disadvantaged gain most from increased school choice. The heaviest
users of choice had incomes of $15,000 or less. The next largest group was
$15,000 to $30, 000 Black parents used chmce 21% more than whites.

d Because charter schools are free and open to any Michigan child, everyone
who applies has an equal chance of getting:in based on random lottery ’
Choice lets students and parents pick their:school w1thout letting schools
pick their students _ é,

o Of the first and second graders Lansmg‘s Sankofa Schule charter school
received from the Lansing Public Schools, 85% could not read. One year
later, 100% of the students were able to read. :

i




