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HERTEL PRAISES PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO LEGISLATURE; 

SAYS HOUSE IS READY TO "CONTINUE THE WORK WE STARTED" 


LANSING -- Praising President Bill Clinton as "a man of :vision and hope who rc:spects 

I the challenges states face" in improving education and reforming welfare, House Speaker Curtis 

Hertel (D-Detroit) said today he would cominit the next SO days of the legislative session to 

I 
I improving public education in Michigan and expanding opportunities for college education. 

"The President respects the challenges faced by state government, because he came from 

I 

state government," Hertel said. "He knows' the challenges working families face, because he 


came from one. He is a man of vision and hope, who is a genuine partner in our effort to help 


Michigan~s families build a secure future." 

I 
. . 

Hertel aCcompanied the President back to Washington aboard Air Force One. Tomorrow,. 


the Speaker will attend Vice President AI Gore's appearance before the National Conference of 


I State Legislatures' meeting in Washington. 


The Michigan House of Representatives already has passed several bills to ease the. 


I transition of welfare recipients into the workforce. Now, Hertel said, the House will tum its 


attention to improving K-12 education and helping ease the fmancial burden of families paying 

I for college. 


"We will continue the work we started duringthese flrst 37 days to help move people into 


II 

I permanent jobs that keep them off welfare," Hertel said, "and commit the coming weeks· to 


passing legislation to restore acadenlic standards to our classrooms, improve early education and 


make it more affordable for families to pay college tuition. " 

I -MORE- . 
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I Earlier this session, the House passed Democratic legislation to increase the state minimum, 

wage to $5.15 per hour on September 1; create a $5,000 per child tax deduction for child care for 

I 
working families; and create a new state Earned Income Tax Credit for lower-income working 

'families. All three bills are essential elements of welfare reform, Hertel said, because they help 

people fmd employment and stay employed. 


I Over the coming weeks, House Democrats will look to pass legislation to provide 

. . 

incentives to school districts to. reinstate core curriculum academic standards in math, reading, 

I science, writing and social studies; improve early education by limiting class size and providing 

all-day kindergarten 'in some at-risk school districts throughout the state; and expand the state's 

I college tuition tax credit from $250 to $500, and make more families eligible to receive it. 

"President Clinton came to Michigan, pointed to the future, and asked us to help him take

I America there," Hertel said. "The President's vision of the future is one where every child 

attends a quality school that meets the highest standards, where every student can afford to attendI college, and where welfare reform lifts people up, rather than keeping them down. That's what 

I House Democrats have been fighting for, here in Michigan. " 
, . 
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I, 	 SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 

Michigan House of Representatives,I. Curtis Hertel Stale CapItol BUIlding 

2nd District LansIng. Michigan 48913 
Phone: \5111373·1983 

I' 
I FOR L\fMEDIATRRELEASE CONTACT: Speaker Curtis Hertel 


Wednesday, March 5, 1997 (517) 373-1983 

Rep. Sharon Gire 


(517) 373-0159 . 
Rep. James Agee


I (517) 373-2646 


HOUSE CO:MM:ITTEE ENDORSES EDUCATION STANDARDS' I On Eve of Presidential Address, House Democrats Underscore Importance 
of Academic Standards for Michigan's Schools I 

LANSING -- One day before President Clinton is expected to make education standards 

I a cornerstone of his address to the Michigan Legislature, the House Education Conunittee voted 

on a bi-partisan basis today to report a bill restoring content standards in math, science, reading, 
" 

I writing and social studies to Michigan's pUuiic schools. 

"An overwhelming majority of Michigan's parents want academic standards in their 

I 	 children's schools," said House Speaker Curtis Hertel (D;.Detroit). "House, Democrats are 


working to guarantee an education for Michigan's children which is second to none in the nation." , 


I 
I A recent poll of parents conducted by the State Board of Education, the Michigan Chamber 

of Conunerce and leading business groups found that 87 percent of respondents favored content 

I 
s~.for schools~ Polling conducted Feb. 17-20 by EPIC/MRA found that only 1 percent of 

respondents did not want content standards in Michigan's classrooIns. 

I 
,"Content standards reflect the basics students need to know to be successful beyond high 

school," said House Education CommineeChare Sharon Gire (D-Clinton Township), "You can't 

guarantee educational quality for children if there are no standards in our public schools." 

I 
I 	 -MORE­

I 

I 
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The legislation, sponsored by Rep. James Agee (D·Muskegon). establishes incentives· for 

schools to adopt the core curriculum standards developed by the Board of Education 'as pan of the 

school reforms of 1993. Those rigorous standards, which were never required to be .implemented, 

I were the model for Michigan's high school proficiency tests. Last year's proficiency test results 

revealed that large numbers of high school juniors across the state were failing t6 learn the basic 

I educational concepts reflected in the tests. 

"The results of the proficiency test cry out for standards," Gire said. "When 68 percent

I 	 . of high school juniors aren't proficient in science and 66 percent aren't proficient in writing, we 

know they are not learning the concepts they need to succeed beyond high schooL Standard·s must

I be implemented· to improve this performance. " 

.. Standardized tests, by their very definition, should reflect the success or failure of 

I 
I educational standards," Agee said. "In this state, we have testing, but no standards to guide 

schools and students along the way. Content standards guarantee educational quality and ensure 

that all students receive the core knowledge to be able to compete, both on the tests and in life." . 	 ' , . 

I 	 Agee's legislation is one of 12 initiatives House Democrats have pledged to pass during 

the first 90 days of the legislative session. 


I "President Clinton has endorsed rigorous educational standards as the best way to prepare 


today's children for tomorrow's high-tech jobs, " Henel said. "We are proud to work hand-in­


I hand with the President to provide the best education in the world to Michigan's students. " 
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I 	 SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 

I 
Michigan House of Representatives

Curtis Hertel State Capitol Building 

2nd District .. Lansing. Michigan 48913 

Phone: (517) 373-1983 

I 	 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Speaker Curtis Hertel 
Wednesday, March 5, 1997 (517) 373-1983 

I HOUSE SPEAKER: CHARTER SCHOOLS MUST COMPLEMENT, 
NOT COMPETE WITH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

I 
I 


LANSING -- House Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-Detroit) released a letter today sent to U.S. 


Secretary of Education Richard Riley in February, voicing his support for President Clinton's 


education goals and explaining what he perceived to be the differences between the President's· 


I . vision of charter schools and that which has been promoted by conservative education reformers. 


in Michigan. 


I "House Democrats have always stood firmly behind our public schools," Hertel said. 


"We have supported the concept of charter schools in the past, and still do, as long as they do not 


I jeopardize the public education system. " 


President Clinton unveiled his education agenda, including charter schools, in his State of 


I 

I . the Union address in January. The President's education plan strongly supports public schools 


and calls for teacher certification and a required core curriculum of academic standards. 


I 

"The President proposes charter schools only as a part of a broad-based program to 


strengthen public education," Hertel said. "We.stand frrmly behind his agenda, and are ready to 


I 

move forward with academic content standards and teacher certification, both of which the 


President has endorsed.". 


I 

I 	
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1 SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 

1 Michigan House of Representatives
Curtis Hertel State Capitol Building 

2nd District Lansing, Michigan 48913 

Phone: (SI7) 373-1983 

1 February 19, 1997 

Mr. Richard Riley 

·1 Secretary of Education _ 
600 Independence, SW 

. Washington D. C. 20202

1 
Dear Secretary Riley: 

1 As Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives, I am writing on behalf of the House 
Democratic Caucus in support of the President's education agenda. 

1 
-In his 1997 State of the Union address, President Clinton articulated a ten point plan designed to 
-support the nation's public schools. Many of the issues contained in the President's agenda are 
_ also a priority for the new House Democratic Majority. Our caucus has worked to provide 

1 
- ­

1 
Michigan students with a quality education by supporting a mandatory core curriculum, teacher 
certification, advanced education tax incentives and adequate funding for our schools. However, 
one of the major battie grounds currently in our state is over the issue of charter schools. 

As Democrats. we have always been supportive of innovative and creative proposals to improve'

1 our public schools - includin~ charter schools. Our bottom line is increased student achievement. 
However, the current definition of charter schools in Michigan is problematic and we have seen 
evidence of decreased test scores and student failure. With the absence of a mandated core 

1 - curriculum, and certified- teachers, our chart~r sc.trools have been a disappointment. 

1 
1 The President's charter school proposal combines all of the necessary elements to make them a 

success while strengthening our public schools. As I am sure you are aware, Michigan House 
Democrats have opposed -the charter school initiative as instituted by Governor John Engler here 
in Michigan. In his 1997 State of the State address, Governor Engler declared ~is alliance with 
the President over this issue. It is our understanding that the charter schools proposed by the 

. President are radically .different than ¢.e Michigan system. 

1 The President's charter school proposal, in conjunction with a mandated core curriculum and 
increased .teacher certification, will empower American families and teachers to work for a 

1 stronger public school system. The Michigan model of charter schools does not call for the 
necessary' tools to ensure a quality education for all students. 

I 
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The charter school definition in Michigan has enabled the Governor to create a system that 
competes with public schools for funding and allows private schools an opportunity to collect 
Michigan tax dollars. Michigan's state law allows for the conversion of private students to public 
schools while at the same time placing a cap on the amount of funding a district can receive. As 
a result, many of our public schools are struggling with lower funding on an already limited 
budget. I urge your Department, as well as the President, to look at the mistakes of the Michigan 
system as you develop a funding plan for the charter school proposal. 

As always, do not hesitate to contact my office if you require assistance in any way. 

Curtis Hertel 
Speaker of the House 
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I SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 

I Curtis Hertel 
2nd District 

I From: Andi Brancato, Director of Media Relations 

I 
Office of the Speaker 


Phone: (517) 373-5745 


~te: March 4, 1m 

I 

Michigan House of Representatives 
SWe Capitol BaiJd.iq 

I..amiDa. MidIipa qtll 
1'boDe: ('17) J7)'I98l 

INFORMATION REGARDING CREDENTIALS FOR PRESIDENT CLINTON'S VISIT 

I " Reporters, photographers, TV and radio stations wishing credentials for' President 
Clinton's address Thursday are asked to call (517) 373-5745 to request credentials. Media will 
need to provide name, organization, title-(photographer, reporter, etc.), social security number 

I and date of birth. Media will be able to pick up credentials on site at the west entrance of the State 

I 
Capitol by showing valid photo and press identification. CREDENTIAL REQUESTS MUST BE 
SUBMITIED BY THE END OF THE BUSINESS DAY ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5. 

I 
NOTE: MEDIA AT THE AIRPORTWILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCESS THE CAPITOL FOR 
THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

The following information outlines the schedule for President Clinton's visit to Lansing:­

I Thursday, March 6, 1997: 

I "10:15 a.m. President arrives at Capital City Airport, General Aviation Terminal, 
Lansing, MI 
OPEN PRESS 

I NOTE: THERE WllL BE A PHOTO OPPORTUNITY WITH THE PRESIDENT 

'I 
AND AREA SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

Press entrance: General Aviation Terminal Lobby 

I 
Pre-Set: 7-8 a.m. for trucks/cabling 
Final access: 9:30-10 a.m. 
NOTE: YOU MUST BE IN THE DESIGNATED PRESS LOCATION BY 10 

I 
a'.in. 

11 a.m. President addresses joint session of the Michigan Legislature in House 
Chambers, State Capitol 

Due to space constraints, there will be a LIMITED NUMBER of seats available 

I in the House gallery. A media overflow/pool feed room will be located on the ground floor in the 

I 
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Press Release 
I 
 p, 0, Box 30036 . Lansing, Michigan 48909-1536, (517) 31)-1134 ' PAX (517) 31)-5397 


I 
I March 5, 1997 


CONTACT: ' Dianne Byrum or 

Larry Steckelberg (517) 3.73-1734 


I 

News Alert, 

I 
Teachers Respond to President Clinton's Speech 

I 
(LANSING)---State Senator Dianne Bynim (D-Onondaga) and the Lansing Schools 

I 
Education Association will host a forum to view a videotape of President Clinton's speech 

I" to the Michigan Legislature and to discuss education issues facing our public schools. The 

I forum will be held this Thursday from 4-5 p.m. in the Everett High School small auditorium 

I 
 at 3900 Stabler in Lansing. 


After viewing a tape ofthe President's speech, Senator Byrum will lead a discussion 

I 
with Ingham county teachers. 

I Educators will be available to provide their reaction to the President's speech. 


I 
 Individual interviews can be' arranged~ For further information, contact Senator 


Byrum's o~ce at 373-1734. 

I 

I 

I 




31.33932236 ~iCH FED CF TEACHERS 	 p.aa 

I . 	
MICHIGAN FEDERATION MAlN orncz: 


2861 Eut JefTenoc Ava. 

Detro1t. Wl 48207 
 OF TEACHERS & 
(313) :393-2200 

FAJ({313)~238& SCHOOL·· RELATED PERSONNEL 
Amer1can hderatkJD eX ~hen • Aft,CJOI 

I 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEAse 	 MARCH e, 1997 . 

Ip 	 Michigan Federation ofTeacherl & School Related Pertonn.' P .Welcomee Preljdent Clinton & Academic Standards }

IR 	 R

Pral.lng Pr ..id8nt Clinton'. cart for high academic: Itandarda and for telting 

methoda to determine if the.. ltanc:tent. Ire being met, the Michigan Federation ofI~ 	 E 

Teachera & School Related P.l'lonnei Mlcom•• PflIIident BIN Clinton to Mlchlg.n. The 

Preeident is achedufed to Iddrna • joint ....ion of the Michigan IAgillliture on March S. 8IS 
Hla lpeech will center on academic atanclard. and teatlng.8 	 S 

I 	 1I0ur nationai union. the American Federltlon of TMCherI. h_ bien the ...ding 

advocate for high national academic ltandirdl." Stated MFT&8RP Prelldent Rolli • 

.HOpgoOd. liThe public h•• Indicated Ita support· of meaningful lCIdemic ltandardl forI good ,...80nl, Expect more of the Itudent and the etudent wi perform betW, II ",",Irk"
·R . Hopgood. R 
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IE 

pnaing, PnJaicWtt Clinton praised him for belMMng ~1It all chlchn could learn - with 
high expectatIOn.8nc1 high ltandlll'dl. high quality teachJng and high 1CCOUntIIbiIity.­ E 

"Michigan haa Ikilled teacher. and edLIcatIonel support penIOrIf'I8I. ThIe II the·A 	 A\ . 	 . 
primary I'HIOn Michigan ICONCIIn the top quarter of Itudenta In the NlItionai Aal.amenl 

.. 	 .18 	 of EducatIOn PYog..... MancllltDry ..netardl would be Of .~nlftclnt ...iItance with the S 
further improvement of public; education In Michigan." .IE 	 E 
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~4";:>~·· MICHIGAN REPORT #41 MONDAY. MARCH :3. 199i .I 
KNOLLENBERG TO INTRODUCE HIGHWAY TAX BILL 

·1 U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg (R·Bloomfield Hills) said Monday he is introducing legislation in Con· 
gressto return the 4.3 cent a gallon federal gas tax increase enacted in 1993 to the states. Such a 
revenue return would mean as much as $200 million a year to Michigan. . . 

I 
I Meanwhile, Sen. Jim Berryman (D·Adrian) will announce Tuesday he is suing the administration 

of Governor John Engler for failing to appoint members to a transportation.related committee as 
required by law. . . 

I 
And it was also announced that that planned visit by the governor and the Quadrant leaders to 
Washington, D.C., on Wednesday to lobtiy for more federal funding for roads has been postponed 
in anticipation of President Bill Clinton's.visit to the Legislature on Thursday. 

Joined by Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson, Mr. Knollenberg said at a press confer· 

I ence the tax increase enacted in 1993-as part of Mr. Clinton's deficit reduction plan-had never 
gone to highways but only to support other government spending. His proposal would return the 
funds to the states in the form of a block grant. 

I If approved, the proposal could mean up to $2 billion going to the states of which Michigan's share 
would be $200 million, Mr. Knollenberg said. . . . . ' 

. ,I The proposal is similar to Mr. Engler's call on the federal government to return more funds to the 
states. 

I At the press conference, Mr. Patterson also saidhe was holding back on his call for a petition drive 

I 

to enact a gas tax increase. Initially, Mr. Patterson had said he would start the drive at the De­


. troit Chamber of Commerce's Mackinac Island meeting in June if something is not enacted by the. 

Legislature, but Monday he said wanted to give more time to the Legislature and Congress to act (' 

on a proposal to put more money to road maintenance. 

I A petition drive for a gas tax iricrease would a last resort effort. he said .. 

CLINTON VISIT SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY MORNING 

I President Bill Clinton will address a joint session of the Legislature at 11 a.m. Thursday. Gover· 
nor John Engler's office announced Monday. 

I Both the President and Mr. Engler will be introduced by Speaker Curtis He~l (D.Detroit), and 
Mr. Engler will speak briefly before the President, said John Truscott.. Mr. Engler's communica­
tions chief. . 

I 
I The visit will be very short, just to allow Mr. Clinton to address the Legislature and then return to 

Washington. D.C. No extended private meetings or functions are planned at this point, Mr. Trus­
cott said. 

HOUSE PANEL VOTES TO RESTORE ORIGINAL F.O.I.A. LANGUAGE 

I A House panel overwhelmingly approved legislation to r~place language that had been mysteri· 
ously added to a Freedom of Information Act measure in the waning hours of last year's final ses­
sion night. . 

I 
I . The measure (HB 4339), passed by the. House OYersight and Ethics Commit-tee on a 13·0 vote, re­

stored original language that lawmakers thought was on the preamble to the bill when they 
passed it on the final night of last year's session. . 

I, . 01997, Gonper News Service. Inc Page 4 
q 
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1 Information Pertinent to Legislative and State Department Activities Since 19('6 

REPORT NO. 42, VOLUME 36 	 TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 1997 

1 NORMALLY OPEN CAPITOL MUST ADJUST TO CLINTON VISIT 

I 
Michigan's Capitol, normally an open and easily accessible building, will undergo a transformation 
by Thursday morning in anticipation of President Bill Clinton's address'to a joint session of the 
Legislature. 

For one thing, the building will not be open to anyone Thursday morning except legislators. some 
regular employees in the building, guests with tickets and news media with credentials. EveryoneI 	 except the legislators will have to present photo identification. and everyone will go through a 
metal detector. 

I, Protesters who want. however. will still be able to voiCe their complaints. but outside. on the east 
lawn of the Capitol away from where the President will enter the building on the west side. 

1 The large security requirements that surround a presidential visit dictate' the changes and some 
inconveniences that would be unimaginable during a normal business day, or even a regular 
ceremonial event such as the governor's State of the State address.

I Mr. Clinton will become the first sitting president in 90 years to address a joint session 'of the 
. Legislature when he speaks on education and welfare reform. His address is schedule to begin at 

I 11. a.m .. but the jOint session will begin earlier. as the Senate is to be in the House chamber by 
10:15 a.m. 	 . 

1 Presidential visits, while exciting for the local population. are also a bit of a headache as roads are 
, closed ofT and access to some points is blocked during the time of the motorcade and the address. 

Lansing Police Department officials refuse to say which streets will be blocked ofT. but did say that 
no streets will be blocked ofT until about 10 a.m. to allow for the normal morning commute into 

1 downtown. 

People who park on the street adjacent to the Capitol will have to make other arrangements, how­
ever. as the police will cover all the meters starting Wednesday night 

1 
Parking will be a problem for some legislators and Capitol staff. however. as the north end of the 
parking lot behind the Capitol-where House members park-will be cloSed ofT. Jerry Lawler of 
the Capitol Committee said .members will be able to park in the legislative annex across from the 
Capitol on Allegan Street. 

1 A special tent will be erected on the west side of the Capitol for the President to go in and out of 
the building. Ever since the assassination attempt on former President Ronald Reagan in 1981, 
the U.S. Secret Service requires that either the President be admitted through an underground 
entrance or through a tented entrance where the view of him iscut ofT. 

Access to the Capitol from the office complex via the pedestrian bridge will be cut ofT. and several 
officials said Secret Service officers along with State Police Capitol Security and Lansing police of­
ficers have been checking the rooftops and access points of neighboring buildings. . 

....:11. MILLER. Pnimltnt . LP, LEE. Vict PmidentlEdi!OT . Ill, DRUMHru.ER. Vi« Pmidtnt . I.W. UNDSTROM. StalfWrim . CA KLAVER. StalfWrim . S.S. HARMOt-;, Swf Wm., 

630 Michigan National Tower' Lansing. Micnigan 48933 . Telephone :.517.482.3500 . Fax: 51 i4~24 \67 . 
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I Information Pertinent.to Legislative and State Department Activities Since 1906 

REPORT NO. 43, VOLUME 36 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5,1997 

I SENATE G.O.P. TURNS CLINTON ON TO DEMOCRATS WITH SCHOOL BILL 

I 
On the eve of President Bill Clinton's address to the Legislature, Senate Republicans clasped the 
Democratic president to their collective caucus bosom Wednesday as they passed a bill effectively 
lifting the cap on the number of charter schools in the state and Scorned Democrats for voting 
against the bill. 

I ''I'm sorry, Mr. President, we tried to roll out the red carpet, but the Democrats wiped their 
muddy boots on it," said Sen. Joanne Emmons (R-Big Rapids) as SB 146 passed on a 20-16 vote. 
Sen. Jon Cisky (R-Saginaw) was the only senator to break partisan ranks in voting with the 

I Democrats against the measure . 

I 
. Senate Majority Leader Dick Posthumus (R-Alto) said Mr. Clinton's support of charter schools 

showed the bill was not a partisan issue. "The Democrats are out. of step as they try and detract 
from an issue we as Republicans and President Clinton agree with," he told reporters after the 
session. . 

Democrats responded that Republicans were not backing the kind ·of charter schools that the 
President has supported during his 1996 re-election bid and in his State of the Union speech in 
January. . 

I 
Sen. Jim Berryman (D-Adrian) said no' one should construe Republican comments as proof the 
President would back the measure. The charter schools the president has called for are far inore 
innovative than those Michigan has permitted. 

I 
And Sen. Chris Dingell (D-E;corse) said Republicans completely missed the point of Mr. Clinton's 
proposal by refusing to tie standards to charter schools. "They walk away from standards," he 
said. 

Ironically, the Seriate passed the bill as the Supreme Court considered arguments on whether the 

I . initial charter school law passed in 1993 was constitutional. (8ee related story.) 

I 
Under the bill, the current limit on charters which can be i.ssued-lOO this year-would not apply 
to charter schools created for students with disabilities and other special educational needs, court­
placed at risk students or students with large pockets of poverty. The bill would remove the cap 
on charters in districts where there were at least 2,000 students that received free or subsidized 
lunches or where 56 percent of the students received free lunches. At least 22 school districts I would fall into that category. 

Ms. Emmons said the measure would give hope to parents in "geographic districts where they are 
not serving their needs." . 

But Sen. Ken DeBeaussaert (D-New I,laltimore) charged the' bill was being taken up just for the 
. President's visit. The bill was not on the Tuesday agenda of Education Committee and Democrats 
did not know it was coming up for a vote . 
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.1 MICHIGAN REPORT #43 WEDNESDAY. MARCH 5. 1997 

Rep. Charles Perricone (R·Kalamazoo) said the Legislature should retain the inflation cap SO It

I- would have some leverage over universities' tuition levels. 

f 	 But Mr. Profit pointed out that tuition is a "function of state appropriations. When appropriations 
are inadequate as they have been over the last five years, that drives tuition up." 

.. 	 . 

I 
· Glenn Stevens, executive director of the Presidents Council State Universities of Michigan, sug· 

gested that the Legislature install a trigger mechanism for the credit, where a credit would be 
triggered only if the appropriations level was at least at the rate of inflation. Universities already 
showed in the last fiscal year that, if provided an increase like the 5 percent increase they received . 
last year. they will hold their tuitions down, he added.' . 

I 	 GROUPS UNVEIL WHAT THEY WANT CLINTON TO SAY 

I When he addresses the joint session of the Legislature Thursday, President Bill Clinton is ex· 

I 
pected to discuss education reforms such as testing standards. Listen to what different groups and 
individuals say he should say, however, and the president's address would include that and a few 
other topics: . 

Mr. Clinton should also talk about vocational· technical education, he should point out how his 
proposal for .charter schools differs from the state's version but he should also back ending the cap 

I on the number of charter schools in Michigan, he should back a mandatory core curriculum, and 
he should talk about the devastating effect gambling has on America's youth. 

I He should also know that Sen. Jim Berryman, (D·Adrian) isn't skipping the address because he . 
doesn't support the president; he's skipping it because he does support Mr. Clinton and he's angry 

· at the Republican agenda on education reform. 

I 	 In the 24 hours before Mr. Clinton arrives for the first address. to the Legislature by a sitting 
president in 90 years, a number of groups, legislators and individuals issued their own versions of 
what they want the president to address when he speaks from the House podium. 

I 
I The Michigan Association of Public School. Academies said Mr. Clinton should endorse removing 

the state's cap on charter schools-set at 100 this year, 125 in 1998 and 150 in 1999-in his ad· 
dress. In a statement urging support of SB 146, which did pass the Senate Wednesday, Executive . 
Director James Goenner said, "Charter schools are creating miracles, but this cap slams the door 
in the faces of many more students and parents who want to participate. 

I "President Clinton challenged every state to give all parents the right to choose a charter school. 
That's all parents, not some parents," Mr. Goenner said. 

I 	 Speaker Curtis Herter (D.Detroit) said Michigan should heed Mr. Clinton's call that charter 

I 
schools complement public education, not compete with it. Because the state's version of charter 
schools does not include a mandated core curriculum along with increased teacher certification it 
does not Comport with Mr. Clinton's view, he said. 

I 
"We have supported the concept of charter schools in the past and still do. as long as they do not 
jeopardize the public education system." Mr. Hertel said. . . 

The Michigan Federation of Teachers also backed Mr. Clinton's proposal for a mandatory core cur­
riculum, saying that if the public expects more of students they will perform better. "Michigan has 
the skilled teachers and educational support personnel. This is the primary reason Michigan 
scored in the top quarter in the National Assessment of Education Progress," said Rollie Hopgood, 

· the state MFT president "Mandatory standards would be of significant assistance with the fur­
. ther improvement of public education in MiChigan." . 
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1- CLINTON CALLS FOR EDUCATION UNITY. HIGH STANDARDS 

1 
America's top priority must be improving the education of its children and it is task demanding 
both Democrats and Republicans to come together to achieve, President Bill Glinton told a joint 

· session of the Legislature Thursday. 

1 
· . 

1 

Legislators, however, while saying they heeded .the call for bipartisan unity on education wasted 
no time in pOinting partisan fingers at one another over which side is failing to meet the chaJlenge 
over improving the schools. While the president was still greeting legislators after his address, 
Senate Majority Leader Dick Posthumus (R·Alto) said any Democratically·passed House bill on 
mandating a core curriculum would be dead on arrival in the .Senate. 

1 
And outside where Mr. Posthumus made his remarks, Democrats blasted Republicans for ignoring 
many of the pOints of Mr. Clinton's speech on imposing standards and making sure that educa­
tional reforms were open and available to all students. 

There. was virtual unanimity in enthusiasm for the president's remarks (rom lawmakers, with 
Sen. Dan DeGrow (R·Port Huron) saying he did not know if he should pleased or alarmed that he~ agreed so much wilh Ivlr. Clinton. 

1 The president emphasized the need to improve education, but he also renewed his call for private 

1 
businesses to hire and train welfare recipients so they can begin to break free of dependency. And 
he also called on Congress to amend the recently-enacted welfare reform act to allow legal immi· 
grants the right to collect some benefits when they face economic distress. 

1 
Governor John Engler, in hisremarks before the President spoke, echoed the need for bipartisan' 
ship in dealing with education. "Our search is not for a strictly Republican solution or a strictly 
Democratic solution. but an American solution-a solution that unites rich and poor. parents and 
teachers, principals and employers," Mr. Engler said. 

'I Michigan accepts the challenge to measure its students against the rest of the world, Mr. Engler 
said. pledging to make Mr. Clinton's proposal effective in the state beginning in 1998. 

1 Mr. Clinton easily drew in the audience during his address as he talked about the historical pat· . 

1 
terns of Michigan and his home state of Arkansas that interweaved. He drew comparisons be­
tween,his address and the speech of Pr~sident Theodore Roosevelt in 1907, the last time a presi. 
dent made' an appearance to ajoint session in Michigan. At the 90-year point sin~ that time, he 
said the United States enjoys a remarkable period of peace and prosperity. 

Mr. Clinton warned against complacency in hi~ address. saying that at a time of prosperity andno

1 · other crisis, people often fall into petty bickering. "We cannot afford to do that. We owe some· 

,I-
thing better to our children. We have been given this unique opportunity" to improve the educa­
:tion system, Mr. Clinton said. especially when research indicates that the vast majority of jobs in 
. the future will require· more skills than the typical K·12 school system teaches .. 

I
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State Sen. Diane Byrum (D-Lansing). who had met Mr. Clinton on three prior occasions. said she 
was no less impressed with a fourth handshake. But she was more impressed with his ability to 
convey a personalconnectiQn during his speech on the House floor. ' 

"To actually be in the same room when he's making a presentation like he did today, he has a 
command, an eye contact that locks into you,"she said. "And what he did today, with his body 
movement. he delivered his message equally to both sides of the aisle. He is a president that has 
phenomenal abilities to connect and to c9mmunicate with the American people, regardless of their 

I politics." . , ' 

Rep. Bill Bobier (R-Hesperia) was near-giddy after shaking Mr. Clinton's hand, and didn't feel the 

I need to apologize. "Hey, it's once in a lifetime thing; What the heck, it's something to talk to my 
grandchildren about." 

I . If nothing else, Mr. Clinton proved his reputation as a man who can please everyone in his range 
of movement. But it was when the .two parties began to interpret what he said that the harmony, 
began to unravel. 

I To Republicans, Mr. Clinton's call for charter schools was a confirmation of their policies and a 
green light to lift the state's cap on charter Schools. To Democrats, his call was heavily weighted 
with cautions: that charter schools be public and that they.continue to undergo public oversight. 

I 
I Governor·John Engler, who arrived with the president in Michigan aboard Air Force One, said he 

hopes the president's speech will help usher support for expanded charter schools. But he said it 
was also a message demanding all schools do better. "The most spontaneous and ,most enthusias­
tic reaction was when the president was telling people to be their best." 

Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-Detroit)-who accepted an impromptu Clinton offer to ride Air Force 

I One. back to Washington to attend Vice President AI Gore's appearance before a National Confer­
ence of State Legislatures' meeting~alled Mr. Clinton's speech was a blueprint for states to fol­
low into the 21st Century. 

I 
I "The president's version of the future is one where every child attends a quality school that meets 

the highest standards, where every student can afford to attend college, where welfare reform lifts 
people up, rather than keeping them down," Mr. Hertel said in a prepared statement. "That's 
what House Democrats have been fighting for here in Michigan." 

Senate Majority Leader Dick Posthumus (R-Alto) said Mr. Clinton's remarks made it clear that

I "we're headed in the right direction, We need to begin setting standards." 

I 

Republicans shouted their loudest cheer of approval during a particularly moving moment in Mr. 

Clinton's speech when he said that "sometimes, out of the goodness of our 'heart, we exercise our' 

compassion by expecting less of them. And we are selling their future right down the drain every 
time we do it." 

I "That was the one remark I thought was absolutely dead on---that to me was the key remark of 
the speech," Rep. William Byl (R-Grand Rapids). 

I "In many respects, he got better response from Republicans than Democrats," said Rep. Frank 
Fitzgerald (R-Grand Ledge). , "In his remarks on charter schools, it was very quiet on the Demo­
cratic side of the chamber." . . 

,. I "If you listened, his whole argument was about public charters," said Rep. Lynne Martinez (D· 
Lansing)~ emphasizing the word public. The argument heard in the Supreme Court this week was 
all about whether Michigan's charter schools are truly public charters, she added. "We're not 
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Lawmakers often had the sound of footsoldiers ready to charge up San Juan Hill. "This is the

I' dawn of a new millenium, said Ms. Byrum. "You can feel that anyway by what's going on (in edu­
, ...-. 	 cation), but there couldn't be a more important theme in a call to arms that the president of the 

United States should be making.". 

Possibly the harshest Republican assessment came from U,S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra (R·Holland) who 
praised the president's ideas but warned that the details of his proposals would spell their success 
or failure. He criticized some proposals which he said sounded good, but could actually leave the 

1 states swamped under new federal mandates. 

I'" 

1 
The glow of the president's visit, however, is likely to rub off soon for some Republicans. Mr. Go­
schka, for one, was not about to be .charmed into changing party affiliations, "He's still the same 
man he was when he got here, so I have the same opinion of him," he said. 

1 For some Democrats, the glow will be lifelong. "It was a thrill. No matter how long you've been. 
around. no matter how jaded you are, the presidential office is awesome. and he did a wonderful 
job," Ms. Martinez said, 

1 STAR-STRUCK CAPITOL TRANSFORMED FOR CLINTON VISIT 

1 
Bunting and yellow police tape, one half of the Capitol curtained off from public view, rooms shed· 
of their standard furniture for traveling reporters and star·struck legislators crowding the ct:!nter 

1 
aisle of the House giddy with excitement, and all for one visitor for less than four hours. President 
Bill Clinton's visit and speech to a joint session of the Legislature Thursday caused a rapid trans­
formation of the Capitol and turned normally sophisticated politicians into .nervous wrecks. 

By sunset Thursday, however, the transformation had reversed it...c;elf, as the bunting was gone, . 
the television trucks vanished and Capitol maintenance staff put rooms back to rights. 

1 
I~ While Mr. Clinton's visit did not spark the same hoopla and hYsteria that the visit of President 

Theodore Roosevelt engendered in the pre-electronic media days of 1907 (when special trains were 
chartered to come to Lansing and the president rode to the Capitol in a carriage down Michigan 
Avenue), it was nonetheless exciting to all who had a chance to participate. 

1 "I can truly say I've seen something here .today I've never seen before," said Michigan AFL~CIO 
Lobbyist Tim Hughes who watched the address from the gallery, "And. that's kind of neat. The· 
speech itself wasn't much of anything new. It was nice having a Democratic speaker introducing 

. him," 	 .

1 Treasurer Doug Roberts said it was a special day in the Capitol and proudly showed off the multi­
ple copies of the program for the day he had gathered. Plus, he said he and Mr, Clinton shared 
something in common. "He said he had served with Governor Engler, Governor Blanchard and 1 	 .Governor Milliken. So did I. He hasn't got anything on me," 

1 , Security and protocol preparations for the president's visit had been underway since' the address 
was announced a week ago. But while some outward trappings-like the bunting on the east en­
trance of the Capitol-were up a little early, it was Wednesday night that the main transforma­
tions were completed. 

1 The north end of the ftrst floor of the Capitol-where the offi~ of Speaker Curtis Hertel (D· 
Detroit) is located and where the President waited.with Governor John Engler and the legislative 
leadership before coming onto the House floor-was curtained off for Security, So too was the I 	 .north end of the ground floor and the second floor, all the areas the president would be walking. 

( . A ~nted entrance was erected on the 'north end of the Capitol where the president's limousine 
.. waited. r' 
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mistaken for the President .. "C'mon in, Doug," legislators then laughed as Mr. Ross sheepishly 
took a seat. .I'," When Mr. Clinton arrived at the podium he took great interest in the ceiling and mentioned in his' 
address how the seals of Michigan and Arkansas were side by side. He praised the restoration of 

I 
I'" the Capitol and encouraged other locations to "invest a little money" to preserve their history. and 

Sen. Joe Schwarz (R·Battle Creek)-a leading proponent of the Capitol'~ restoration-was seen 
noddirig in agreement. . . . 

And Mr. Clinton guaranteed that Mr. Hertel will have an heirloom to pasS down to his children. 
While Mr. Engler was speaking, Mr. Clinton, without looking up from his text, appeared twice to 

I ask for a pen and Mr. Hertel quickly fumbled in his jacket pocket to find one. Each time the 
President handed it back Mr. Hertel fixed on the peri momentarily before carefully putting it back 

( 

into his jacket. . 

I STELL STAYS EDUCATION REORGANIZATION ORDER 

I Finding that Governor John Engler's efforts to shift powers from the State Board of Education to 
the superintendent of public instruction effectively blocked the board's ability to carry out its con· 
stitutional duties, Ingham County Circuit Judge Carolyn Stell on Thursday granted a temporary 
injunction against the first of two executive orders. 

I Ms. Stell, finding that board Democrats who filed the suit were likely to prevail and that the board 
would be irreparably harmed while the public and the governor would not, blocked planned im· 
plementation Monday of Executive Order 1996-11, which names the superintendent as the head of 
the Department of Education, a title currently held by the board.I . 

- The order did not block EO i996-12, which moved specific powers to the superintendent. because 
that order is not set to take effect until Jul)' 1. B!lt Ms. Stell said she would reconsider if the case 
"drags on", to the point that the order could become effective before the case is resolved. 

I "That was the one we needed," said board President Kathleen Straus (D·Detroit) of the order 
blocking EO 1996-11. "That other one: he could still withdraw it." 

"It was an excellent decision," said board' member Barbara Roberts Mason (D-Lansing). "Tile 
judge had done her homework."I . 

I Engler Communications Director John Truscott said the ruling was "not surprising given the his­
. tory of the Ingham Circuit, particularly regarding EOs." 

Mr. Truscott said the governor would most likely 'appeal the ruling. "We don't feel she adequately 

I "took into account many ofour arguments.... She's saying the governor does not have the constitu­
tional power to rescind an executive order," he said. "We're confident in the end the executive or· 
ders will be upheld." 

I 
I The board was set as the head of the department in an earlier executive order (1965·9) as well as 

in the Executive Organization' Act (pA 380, 1965). Under EO 1996·11, the earlier order is re­
scinded. 

Plaintiff attorney Mary Ellen Gurewitz during her arguments and during a break indicated that 
there would be little value to an appeal for either side, as the case was not likely to last long. She

I expected to move for summary disposition within a month and said the case could be resolved on 
legal issues without a trial.. 

t··· 
I 
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State lawmal~ers to hear Clinton 
Lal1!'lng Bureau • 

LANSING - President Clintoil is 
coming to the Capitol next Thursday 
hI talk 10 lawmakers ahoul school re­
form al a I ime when there arc serious 
partisan divisions over education pol­
it'}, ill the slale. 

The speech is I he second in a series 
of addresses Clinlon will make 10 slale 
icgislalUres Ihis year 10 press fur edu­
cation and welfare reform. It's the first 
lime in 90 year's Ihal a sitting president 
has visited M ieh igan 's Capilnl. 

TIlt' While H,'llse announced Ihe 
spcl'ch after CI 11\1\ 111 called Gov. John 
Engler Thursday nillrning and said hc\l 
like hI C,lIllC and talk hI memhers of the 

Topic will be education reform 

HOllse and Senate. He spoke to the 
Maryland legislature on Feb. 10. 

"The governor then certainly issued 
a formal invitation for him to do so," 
Engler spokesman John Truscott said. 

Teddy Roosevelt was the last sitting 
president to visit the Capitol- on May 
3 J, 1907. He spoke in the House cham­
bers and also addressed crowds assem­
bled on the cast lawn from a second- . 
noor balcony. William Howard Taft ad­

. dressed lawmakers in 1919. but at the 

time was between jobs - president and 

U.S. Supreme Court chief justice. 

Mike McCurry, Clinton's spokesman, 
said Michigan would be 'an "interest­
ing" set! ing for the president's speech. 

Interesting, and contentious. While 
there is bipartisan agreement on wel­
fare reform in Michigan, I he president 
will be addressing lawmakers who are 
bitterly divided over educalion policy. 

This week alone, for example. Sen-' 
ate Repuhlicans blocked debale on a 
I touse-passed Democrat ic resolut ion 
rescinding Engler orders thaI stripped 
powers from the Democrat-controlled 
slate Board of Education. 

Scandals? What scandals? 
Americans are giving President Clinton a thumbs 

up for job performance despite getting an earful 
on ethjcalpro~lems, a new poll suggests .. 

In the Pew Research Center survey, 60 percent 
approved of the way Clinton is handling his job. a 
record in Pew polls and up a point from one taken 
the week before his second-term inauguration. 
Thirty-two percent disapproved, also up one point. 

The survey came amid continuing revelations 
about Democratic money-raising but before the 
release of documents showing Clinton's direct in­
terest in offering big donors White House access. 

-.- - - - ­- - - - - - - - - -'- - ­
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I 	 Clinton 

I 	 to speak 


to stateI 
officialsI 
• President· to 

I address lawmakers 
on schools, welfare 

I By Peter Luke 
TIMES LANSING IUREAU 

I LANSING - President Clinton 
comes to the Capitol next Thurs­

I 
day to talk to lawmakers about 
school reform at· a time when 
there are serious partisan divi­
sions over education policy in 
the state. 

The speech is the second in a 
series of addresses Clinton will 
make to state legislatures this 
year to press for education and 
welfare reform. 

It's the first time in 90 years 
that a sitting president has visit­
ed Michigan's Capitol. 

The White House announced

I the speech after Clinton called 

I 
Gov, John Engler Thursday 
morning and said he'd like to 
come and talk to members of the 
House and Senate. He spoke to 
the Maryland legislature on Feb 
10. 

I "The governor then certainly 
issued a formal invitation for him' 

I 
to do so," said Engler spokesman 
John Truscott. 

Teddy Roosevelt, on May 31. 
1907, was the last sitting presi­

I 
dent to visit the Capitol. He too 
spoke in the House chambers 
and also addressed crowds as­
sembled on the east lawn from a 

I 
second-floor balcony. William 
Howard Taft addressed lawmak­
ers in 1919, but at the time was 

See CLINTON, 2A 
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CLINTON 
From 1A 

between jobs -	 president and 
U.S. Supreme Court chief justice. 

Mike McCurry, Clinton's 
spokesman. said Michigan would 
be an "interesting" setting for the 

. president's speech. 
Interesting, and contentious. 

While there is bipartisan agree­
ment on welfare reform in Michi­
gan, the president will be· ad­
dressing lawmakers who are bit· 
terly divided over education 
policy. 

This week Senate Republicans 
blocked debate on a House­
passed Democratic resolution reo 
scinding Engler orders that 
stripped powers.from the Demo­
cratic-controlled state Board· of 
Education. Democratic board 
members are considering a law­
suit against the governor. . . 

. . Democrats also have assailed 
as meager Engler's proposed 
spending increases for Michigan 
public schools next fall. And 
they've criticized. Engler's pro­
posal to install· state receivers 
who would take over and super­
vise poor-performing school 
districts. 

Democrats said Clinton's viSit 
would buttress their positions on 
school issues, particularly their 
call for a core curriculum that 
would set education standards 
'or public schools across Michi­
gan. Republicans have rejected 
course standards as a violation of 
local control. 

Engler aides, on the other 
. hand, wonder whether Demo­

crats will sit on their hands 
should the president reiterate his 
call for the creation of more 
charter schools. a comerstone of 
Engler's education policy. Michi­
gan has 71 such independent 
public schools. . 

Clinton is calling for the cre­
aliano' 3,000 charter schools by 
the year 2000, and Engler is seek· 
ing $24 million from the Clinton 
administration for charter school 
development. The money could 
significantly increase the number 
of charters in the state. 

Democrats say the schools are 
financially damaging to tradition­
a.1 public schools, 
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President USiBg 

address to enter 

education flap 

o President Clinton's Thursday 
address to the ~egislature is the first 
visit to the Capitol by a sitting 
president in 90 years. 
By PETER LUKE 

Chronicle Lansing Bureau 


LANSING - President Clinton comes to the Capi­
tol next Thursday to tidk .to lawmakers about school 
reform at a time when there are serious partisan di­
visions over education policy in the state. 

The speech is the second in a series of addresses 
Clinton will make to state legislatures this year to 
press for education and welfare reform. 

It's the first time in 90 years that a sitting presi­
dent has visited Michigan's Capitol. 

The White House announced the speech after Clin­
ton called Gov. John Engler Thursday morning and 
said he'd like to come and talk to members of the 
House and Senate. He spoke to the Maryland legisla­
ture on Feb. 10. 

"The governor then certainly issued a formal invi­
tation for him to do so," said Engler spokesman John 
Truscott. 

Teddy Roosevelt, on May 31. 1907, was the last sit­
ting president to visit the Capitol. He too spoke in the 
House chambers and also addressed crowds assem~ 

Please see CLINTON 
Page2A 

- - - -.- ­
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CLINTON 
Continued from Page 1A 

bled on the east lawn from a second-Door balcony. 
William Howard Taft addressed lawmakers in 1919, 
but at the time 'was between Jobs - president and 
U.S. Supreme Court chief Justice. 

Mike McCurry, CUnton's s~esman, said Michi­
gan would be an "interesting' letting for the presi­

J dent's speech. 
l Interesting, and contentious. While there is bipar­

tisan agreement on welfare reform in Michigan, the 
president will be addressing lawmakers who are bit· 
terly divided over education policy. 

This week Senate Republicans blocked debate on a 
House-passed Democratic resolution rescinding 
Engler orders that stripped powers from the Demo­
cratic-controlled state Board of Education. Demo­
cratic bOard members are considering a lawsuit 
against the governor. ( 

Democrats also have assailed as meager Engler's 
proposed spending increases for Michigan public 
schools next fall. And they've criticized Engler's pro­
posal to install state receivers who would take over 
and supervise poor-performing school districts. 

Democrats said Clinton's visit would buttress their 
positions on school issues, particularly their can for 
a core cuniculum that would set education stan­
dards for public schools across Michigan. Republi­
cans have rejected course standards as a violation of 
local control. . 

Engler aides, on the other' hand, wonder whether 
Democrats will sit on their hands should the presi­
dent reiterate his call for the creation of more char­
ter SChools. a cornerstone of Engler's education 
policy. Michigan has .11 such independent public 
schools. . 

Clinton is calling for the creation of 3,000 charter 

..~ 
.: ; 

-, 

----------------------------------------------:Mike McCurry, Clinton's 
spokesman,'said Michigan
would be an "interesting"
setting for the president's 

speech. 

ter school development. The money could signifi-' 
candy increase the number of charters in the state. 

Democrats say the schools are financially damag­
ing to traditional public schools. And Democratic . 
lawmakers were dead allent during Engler's Jan. 28 . 
State of the State address when the governor urged 
them to follow Clinton'. call. . 

Engler's tough talk about fixing failing schools has; 
been echoed by the Clinton administration as well. 
During a recent speech U.S. Education Secretary 
Richard Riley weat even further than ,Engler, arlu­
ing that chronlcally bad schools should be closed. 

"We're actually very close ~ the president on a lot 
of education issues," said Truscott. 

CORRECTION 
- ..- ...-. 

TO help assure accuracy In The Chronicle, errors of fact in' 
news stories published In this newspaper will be cOrrected In: 
this COfumn a8 promptly as possible. Regardless of cause... 
The Chronicle regretS 811 errors. . 

An item in the Free Time caleDdar should have in~ . 
eluded the date of a Basketball and Rock-n-roll fund-· 

schools by the the year 2000, and Engler Is seeking raiser at Hart High School this weekend. The event is ' 
$24 million from the Clinton administration for char· Saturday. 
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Schools: Tight 

itinerary prevents 
visit with kids 
Continued FROM. lA 

ident speak. 
"The best op'tion is to get him out 

to a school buildi"tj to interact with 
the young people,' he said. 

Wainwright Elementary School 
Principal Maxine Cain met with 
staffers first thing Friday and then 
called the superintendent's office to 
pitch the school. . 

"I said Wainwright, Wainwright, 
Wainwright, Wainwright," she said. 
"We would love to have him here." 

She said there also is a push to 
have Clinton visit Mid-Michigan 
Public School Academy, the state's 
largest charter school, where her 
husband, Eugene, is principal Clin· 
ton's education plan includes 
spending $49 million lor 3.000 new 
charter schools. 

Cain said the president should 
make visiting schools a top priority 
and then speak with legislators if he 
has time. . 

NClinton's visit to leave out schools 
I) 

Lansing principals invite 
president, but his stay 
here to be only an hour

.,.-...:-­
Lanoirlt _J........ 

Lanai.,. och..... principal. lined 

up ••rty Frtday lor. ella"",'o _I· 
C"OIM ","iclenl Cbnton dun... hia 
lrip 10 La...'n, ne,,1 -k. ..... I....,..u .....y 1M diMppoinllPd. 

. E.rly Indlc.llon..... Ih•••h. 
,......nlWOft't maIut .ny aicIe lripe 
ThundaywMn M ~.Joint 

have the gym for the whole day. 
11Us is where Ihe action is, and thiS 
is where he needs 10 come." 

Cain said she would like to show 
the president reading-recovery pro­
grams and teen·mentoring projects 
that are making a difference with 
elementary school students. She 
also would show the progress the 
school has made in improving stu­
dent behavior through character­
education efforts locusing on re­
spect and responsibility. 

The school's standardized test 
scores have risen by more than 40 
peroentage points in the \a.sI six years. 

Stabenow said the president is in­
clined to get close to the public: dur·, 
~ visits, but it may not be possible 
this time, . 

Yvonne Caamal Canul. principal 
at Lansing's Center for Language, 
Culture and Communication Ans, 
was one principal who didn't call 
Halik earl>, Friday in hopes of land-. 
ing a presldenlial visil. BUI she said' 

MIllion of 1M I..taiIltNn 10 PwIII 
hia t!ducllion 1DftcIa. 

"II'. juIIln-rOUI," U.S. Rep. [)eb. 
!lie Stabenow lUI FIidIw alia' lallIiI1I 
wiIh Whi!~Haute~. "II IdniI 
of ends all 11M dobee ""'" when! 1M'. 
guinglogo. tt..•• not ..... ...,..men· 
baideII the Capitol.

S""""""". I Lan.'. 0..11>0('11•. 
invlft!'CI Clinton (o the capit.1 CIty 
aboul lwo .ft. ,,0 .nd I••med 
••,Iier .h,. _k lhal M ......1eI 
mak. I"" trip. 

H.'••"poctlPd 10 IOUI hit "","c.· 
'ionli,oaJs.lndudin, na._.I ....,·i.. .....".ioft of dian., IId>ooIa 

.nd • push 10 leadl .u dIIJdnm 10 
rod by 1M lhird 1IfIIde· 

Wilh 1M tOCllll on IIChoolt. many
Lanli. ~lorI_1IM .ull U In 
opponuniry 10 Ihowcue their pt'O' 
","ml. Md. M'ror Da1ri4 KoIIIIlH 
IIop<ed 1M prHidenl CGUId ~ 
in 1 d ...,oom visil. 

But Clinton .....y .", in I""'" little. 
_ lhan hour bef_ joIIinI btck 10 
W...."""' ..... U.C. ~ lAid. 

",,', ... ",hi ",hi _. _ IhI 
~.. an.! "'Mr Ihi"l&." .... laid. 
"We to very lucky and '-.10,01 h,m in 10wn al all." 

WhIle HauM o/IIciMIoo Friday did 

no( proride fIInIIIIf deIaiII of the visit. 
I..&nIInI SdIooI Diltrlct Superin­

tendeni b:hanI Ka.tik u.id he .. 
cet-s calli from IIIcNI a dozen 
~ F'rldly momin& who all 
wanted 1M praident 10 COIN! 10 
Ihelt1ICbooII. TIM clillrict will mU.e 
• lonna! inYiIadon. M laid. 

-We -Whope M linda lime lor 
1M ..... Iince _ofhia prioril"" ia 
educal........ Halik laid. 

I\j 1M ....,. Ie.... Halik hid hi 
wIll_lo,,,, ....... """.llIuden'• 
In 1MCapltol ••II.ry10NO 1M pnItI. 

PII... _ KHOCN.S. 2A 

"To come to Lansing to talk to the she sends invitations to the presi· 
legislators, that doesn'tput him dent each year lor olher school 
close enough to the heartbeat of the events. He hasn', shown up yet. 
problem," she sai!!. "He needs to "It would be uncharacteristic of 

the presiden," if he didn't spend spend time in our schools in lan­

sing and less time in the Legislature. 
 time at a school. Caamal Canul said. 

"Have him bring the whole meet­ "He always takes time to be with the 
people." . ing to Wainwrigllt and they can 
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For Clinto.n, little time, I 
but lots of invitations 

I By Chris Andrews 
Lansing State Journal 

I Lewton Elementary School Prin­
cipal Steve Hecker isn't shy about 
using any and all political connec­

I 
. tions to persuade President Clinton 
to visit his school when he stops in 
Lansing Thursday. 

I 
The children of U.S. Rep. Debbie 

Stabenow went to the south Lansing 
school, he points out Gov. John 
Engler's triplets might, too, since the 

I 
governor's residence is within Lew­
ton's attendance boundaries. 

"I e-mailed the White House as 
soon as I ~ot the State Journal Fri­
day morning," Hecker said Mon­
day. "We don't mess around." 

I 
Neither do scores of other area 

residents coveting a few minutes 
with the president. 

I 
Clinton comes to Lansing on 

Thursday to address the legisla­
ture, probably at 11 a.m. He will 
speak about schools and welfare. 

I 
White House and local officials 

don't expect Clinton to make anyoth­
er stops, though hell have plenty of 
options if he has a change of heart. 

Ruth Brazee has invited Clinton 
to the weekly luncheon at Central 
United· Methodist Church.

I 	 Ruth and Fred Brazee and other 

I 
church members will serve chicken 
salad, a vegetable, and fruit salad to 
Lansing's less fortunate. They'd also 
like to show off the day-care center 
for people with low incomes. 

I 
The l.ansing Housing Commission 

wants Clinton to see the computer 
classes it offers in housing projects. 

Joan Stern, a U.S. Department of 

I 
Labor wage-hour investigator, Would 
love to teU Clinton how important the 
Family and Medical Leave Act has 
been to Lansing-area families. 

I 
I 
I 

f 	 " 

I, ~ 	 l,':
I, ~r r"

i 0 F(r,h)l4(i1\1t. t \; 
\ ; Todays your last ch8;f'ce K 
1 to share your educatlO~ \". 
! message with the presl- ( 

dent. who'll be in ! ' 
Lansing on Thursday. ! • 

. In 50 words or less. ten ~ . 
President Clinton what ., 
he should know aboUt r 
your school. Include .:­

, your name, daytime L· 
\ ',-' phone number, and a :.: 
: J town or school. We'll ! 
, ' publish a sampling. of ,.,
I ~. responses and de,lIver H 
•; \, 'others to the president. " 
I\,,;::~, 	 Responses must reach ~. 

" ;'.; us by 5 p.m. today. 1. 

'~I'~ • • Drop off at: t: 
\l:l:~::St ~ 

i . Isj1ocalOaol.com ~ 
I 0 • Can: 485-5463 and '" 
1 press 9027 . l: 
I r, 
! a::"'"",!~.,,,,~.,,,.~,. ~L·''._~'",.:::s",,,,,,,,,t'1Iii'~~·-';,,,!!o:- ,.' .......~ 

And Lansing Community College
President Abel Sykes wants to wel­
come Clinton to the campus. 

"We've had people calling up, say­
ing it's somebody's birthday or some­
body's wedding anniversary, and they 
should be able to come down." said 
lerry Lawler, the Capitol building man- , 
ager. "We tell them they can come 
down, but the likelihood that they're 
going to see him is pure chance," . 

'2-1 
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1-~-'? JAPresidential 

visit means 
high-level 
headaches 
From students' dashed 

hopes to blocked streets, 

hospitality has a price 


By Todd Schulz 
Lansing State Journal . 

Becky Holmes and Mr fourth·. 
grade students knew' President CIin· 

. ton's visit Thursday .could throw their 
. Capitol tour into turmoil. 

They knew they'd face large 
crowds, endure delays and still not 
see the entire Capitol building. "When the leader of the free 

And they didn't care. The class world is coming, there's going to be 

from Jackson's Bertha Robinson El· 
 some inconveniences - there's no 

ementary School remained ready to way around it," said Capitol build­

make the trip it planned in August. ing manager Jeny Lawler, who as­


But their hopes were dashed signed crews to start spring clean· 

Tuesday when officials decided to ing about two weeks early. 


Capital City Airport's Mike Lynn close the Capitol Thursday morning 
during Clinton'S is scrambling to prepare for Clin­
speech to state ton's arrival Thursday morning. 
lawmakers. How to Though none of the airport's 

''They told us atch eight airlines should encounter de­
that if we W lays, Lynn said the visit poses one 
showed up, the • WKAR.TV challenge for his crews: finding a 

parking spot for Air Force One. building would (Channel 23) 
The president's personal plane is abe locked and will broadcast modified Boeing 747, about 100 feett~~ ,~ou~~ ;tmgee! live President longer and wider than the largest air· 

said. "The kids Clinton's ad­ craft Capital City normally handles ­
are all going dress Thurs­ Northwest Airlines' Boeing 727 jets. 
around with day to the "It does require us to find a spe­

cial parking place," said Lynn, dep· gloomy faces. Legislature. 
uty executive director of operations One said, 'We're • Clinton's 
and maintenance. "We have toonly. fourth- address will 

graders, we close off a section of the apron that 
wouldn't hurt begin about other planes usually taxi on." . 
the president.' .. 11 a.m. Blocked off streets around the 

Robinson Ele· Capitol also could cause problems .r 

mentary was for some businesses. . 
one of seven tours affected by Clin· Blue Coyote Brewing Co., on Michi· 
ton's visit: State tour guide director gan Avenue, runs a trolley service 
Keny Chartkoff said each group from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. each day 
was offered two choices: to pick up lunch customers. 

• Wait at the state museum and . It's not yet known which city 

take their tour Thursday afternoon streets will be blocked. But the shut­

after Clinton's speech. tle may have to pick a new route 


• Pick another date. Thursday, Blue Coyote supervisor 

The first option didn't work for James Jackson said. 


Holmes' class, which visited the mu­ "If they block off the streets, we'll 
seum two weeks ago. The class is just have to go around and do our 
tryin~ to arran~e a new date. best," Jackson said. 

"Its disappomting," she said. 
The rare visit by a president to 

speak before state lawmakers is ex­
citing for most Lansing residents 
but means headaches for Chartkoff . 
and others. 
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Not since Teddy Roosevelt .... 


President Theodore Roosevelt (seated behind driver Ransom e. Olds at left) gets a lift to Michigan Agricultural College 
during a visit to the state in May 1907. 

Times have changed, not the setting 
By Karen Schulz the state May 31,190~. joint-session speech was an all~ 
JOURNAL LANSING BUREAU When President Clinton speaks male crowd that. likely, was all­

to lawmakers today, he will look out white. Chankoff said. 
Lansing - The last time a sitting over a vastly different crowd than There were just five Democratic 

president spoke at the Michigan Roosevelt did 90 years ago. The lawmakers in the audience. 
CiJpitol, 20.000 people turned out to room itself, however. "ill look "He came to Lansing for the 
cheer and wa\'e teddy bears as he much the same thanks to a 558.2- 50th anniversary of the founding of 
rode a tourmg car down Michigan million restoration completed from Michigan Agricultural College;" 

PrC:;ldent Roosevelt Avenue. 1989 to 1992. Chankoff said. "Roosevelt's speech 
Teddy Roosevelt, 49 at the time. . "Teddy Roosevelt would recog­ to the Legislature was 'Well. I'm was the first president 

wa~. the first - and until toda)' the nize It." said Capitol historian Ker­ here and I'll give a speech: The re-
to address the state only -silting president to address ry Chankoff 
Leg.5! alure. th..: Legislature when he c;;me to Roosevelt's audience for the Please see ROOSEVELT, AU 

will Include Supreme Court justices, state officers 
Gr~tJo(2Ap1 ~~ ROOSEVELT and select imited guests in addition to legislators. 

"The same protocol ....ill be used for PresidentContinued from A1f,.e~" Clinton," as was used for Roosevelt. Chartkoff said . 
al reason he came was (or the college." .The ..Hause's chjef sergeant-at-anns, Jack POl!l.1,,-11 I low times have changed. will aMOunce Clinton's arrival. 


Clinton asked to come to M:ichigan to talk about "Jack's been coached on how to do it:' Chankoff 

education and welfare refonn. He'll speak to a polit­ said. "You can't say Bill. you say William." 
ically di.ided Legislature that includes many wom- After his speech, Roosevelt rode to the college in 
en and minorities. . a Reo car chauffeured by Oldsmobile· founder Ran-

His address to a joint session was to be attended som E.Ohis. . 
by 60 reporters and broadcast live on public televi­ While there, he ate tomato soup at the college 
sion stations. president's home, spoke to a crowd estimated at 
.In 1907, just three newspaper reporters traveled 20,000, and handed out diplomas to 96 graduates . 

with Roosevelt. There was no television. The combined population of Lansing and East Lans­
Roosevelt, a Republican, spent about an hour at the ing in 1907 was less than 30.000. 

Capitol. Before addressfug the Legislature, he spoke to During his speech to lawmakers, Roosevelt called 
a group of Chi! War veterans on the Capitol lawn. on people to not fall for the ''very wealthy citizens" 

Historic records of the visit show that Roosevelt's who may be "tempted by their position to take a 
train arrived at .9:59 a.m., nine minutes late. Repub­ somewhat erroneous vie ..... of the situation." 
lican Gov. Fred Warner greeted Roosevelt at the de­ '.'It Is not the man who promises most freely. who 
pot, now Clara's Restaurant. cart be trusted to perfonn rnost accurately .....hat he 

As it was for Roosevelt's visit, Clinton'S audience promises," Roosevelt said. 
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President Clinton: He slooking 
for a friendlier place to pitch his 

plan for nationwide testing of 
students'math and reading skills. 

- _.- - ­

~ 1ntprf~/ondgov~Or"k~ynOlogn~ 

on mosl iss~s, oul fJ1J/tm il comtS to edurtllion, 

they're heodtddofSTl1l the Sllmt! rood-ond 

many 0/Michigtm's Iowimtdtrs.ore on the 
somepoge. 
By Ed Golder and RDJaad \\'IIkeI'llOD 
The Grand Rapids !'reM 

When President Clinton talks about school choice, 
Mark DeHaan applauds loudly. 

It's a strange reversal for a Grand Rapids man who fre­
quently nnds himself sparring with .tate Democrats in 
his fight for more charter IIChools. 

But DeHaan, chairman Of the Mlchlpn ~iation of 
Public School Academl .. - a charter schOOl coalition ­
says political preference means nothing when it comes 
to expanding student choice: .............. _r
vThis Is truly a bipartisan is­
sue," said DeHaan. an adminis­ o......... actloola 
trator at Educational Develop­ ...-0.. .... 
ment Corp. in Grand Rapids. Mlchlpn 
which operates four charter ...,..... Court.; .... 
schools. "It's exciting to see our 
governor work with our president 
to create a better public education system." 

DeHaan was one of a handful or'M!st Michigan guests 
Invited to hear Clinton address a joint session of the leg· 
islature today about education. 

Also on the guest list: DeHaan's boss, J.C. Huizenga. 
president of EOC; and Ruth Jones, the principal of Hen­
ry Park Elementary In Grand Rapids. . . 

Jones, who helped lead a cnL'tIlde to rebuild the struggling 
inner<ity school, initially refused the Invitation to hear CIin· 
ton because of a school conflict. She quickly reconsidered. 

"It hit me. 'What am I talking about!'~ Jones said. "1 
called back and said I would be there.~ 

The visit also drew dozens of students from Grand 
Rapids and Holland-area charter schools, who planned a 
rally greeting Clinton on the Capitol steps. 

.II was the first time in 90 years a sitting president was 
to address the state legislature. The last was Theodore 
Roosevelt. in 1907 .. 
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GOV. EIlgler: He agrees withthe 

president:\, plan 10 testfourlh- and 

eighth-gmden' and is "'lOping the 


testing will star/next year. " 
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CLINTON 
President, Engler oflike minds on education 

CONTINUED FROM Al Michigan. 
. The governor strongly supports 

Clinton and Gov. John Engler, a bill that passed the Michigan 
enemies on other. fronts. have Senate Wednesday that would 
forged an alJiance to promote help open charter schools in some 
charter schools, independent pub~ of the state's poorest districts, in­
lic institutions often built around eluding Grand Rapids. 
increased parental involvement. "One of the reasons we did it 

Which puts Engler spokesman today was to emphasize that edu­
John Truscott in the situation of cation isn't a partisan issue," said 

. admonishing state Democrats - Senate Majority Leader Richard 
who oppose . charter schools be- Posthumus. R-Ajto. 
cause they say the schools take "One of the things we Republi­
funds· from traditional education cans in Michigan have agreed 
- to sit up and pay attention with President Clinton on is edu­
when the Democratic president cation. like charter schools." he 

. speaks. s~d.. . . 
"I would hope (Democrats) But the bill faces· uncertain for- . 

would listen closely to the pres i- tUnes in the Democratic House, 
dent - what he's said in the past, said House Minority Leader Ken­
and what he's going to say here," neth Sikkema, R-Grandville. 
Truscott said. ,"The other side of the aisle has 

Charter school proponents· been very, very resistant about 
were hoping Clinton would help giving parents more options," Sik· 
spur passage of a state bill to lift kema said. "It's my hope a differ­
the cap on charter schools in ent climate would be created" 
Michipn. The state is at its limit after the Clinton speech. .. 
of IOO.unlversity-chartered DeHaan, who is project director 
schlols. . . at Educational Development 

1tIey're also hoping he'll see Corp.•. said he thinks Michigan 
his way to give them more money. has to create more charter 

Clinton promised in his State of . schools to convince Clinton it's 
the Union address to double char-serious about the movement ­
tel'school funding from $51 mil- and tohelp procur:e more federal 
lion to $100 million nationwide funding... . 
next year to.fund 3,000 more such "It's my belief we have to. bave 
schools.. . .. .. a· sy'stem that gives parents the 
. EnaIfet· is asking for. nearty a right and responsibilitY to choose 

quarter of that money, $24 mil~ what's best for their child's edu· 
lion, to expand charter schools in cation," he said. 

I 

I 
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In Lansing, Clinton touts education testing
oJ 

President, governor 
seek common ground. 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LANSING - President' Clinton and Gov. 
John Engler tried to find common ground on 
education as the president brought his cam­
paign for school standards and national test­
ing to Michigan today. 

Clinton spoke to ;l joint session of the 
Michigan Legislature. promising his plan 

Americans' educations and lives. "~ngler. in a 
welcoming speech. told Clinton that 
Michigan wants to lead the way in national 
testing and improved schools. 

The president revisited some of the 10 
points he raised during his State of the 
Union speech, pushing for support for educa­
tion vouchers for worker retraining. new 
research and efforts in early childhood edu­
cation, improved school buildings. and easi· 
~r access for children to computers. 

"Our schools are still turnmg out millions 
of young people who are simply not 

THE CLINTON VISIT 
• Teddy Roosevelt was last president to 
address state Legislature, Page A4. 

Clinton said. "It is our priority to make our 
education system the best in the world." 

Engler promised Cliriton that Michigan 
would join efforts to improve education, say· 
ing successes there also would help reduce 
welfare caseloads by keeping more people in 

. the workfOlW. . 
Clintoh's'visit to Michigan was preceded 

for public education would improve. equipped for the real world of work." by some bipartisan showmanship. 

CLINTON 

From PageA1 

master key skills. 
Those tests now are given only in 

a random sample of school d(s.. 
. tricts, rather than to all students. 
Engler said.inserting the national 
questions into the existing 
Michigan Educational Assessment 

.Program test would let Michigan 
see how Its students stack up 
against the rest of the nation.. 

"When you give your state-only 
test, everybody is above average. 
When you ask how they're doing 
individually, everybody is doing. 
great," Engier said. . 

The Clinton administration gave 
the state a pat on the back in return. 
Michigan students improved 12 
poirits on eighth·grade math scores 
compared with 1990 on the most 
recent National Assessment 'of 
Education Progress tests. 

U.S. Secretary of Education 

Richard RUey said Michigan, 
North Carolina and Texas 
improved the most "They get my 
most improved player award. This 
is a big achievement," RUey said. 

Clinton's speech ls the first visit 
to the Michigan Legislature by a 
sitting president since Theodore 
Roosevelt spoke on May 31, 1907, 
according to Jerry Lawler, execu­
tive director of the Michigan 
Capitol Committee.· 

Lawler said preparations includ­
ed a speeded-up spring houseclean­
ing of the capitol and groWlds. 

Besides lawmakers. more than 
150 guests were invited to listen to 
the president in the House chamber. 

"The demand far exceeds the 
supply of tickets," said Engier 
spokesman John Truscott. 

In advance of the speech. 
Michigan officials had plenty of 
ideas of what they wanted to hear. 

Sen. Joe Conro}: D-Flint, e-mailed 
the president to w-ge him to tout an 
experiment in Flint that has raised 

test scores by limiting to 17the nwn· 
ber of students In kindergarten 
through third·grade classrooms. "I 
have told him that this ls the way we 
ought to go In terms of reforlninc 
our public school systems. to make 
sure these kids can get a good 
chance. a good start," Conroy said. 

Rep. Jim Agee, D·Muskegon. 
wanted to hear support for hls Idea 
of reinstituting core currtc:ulum 
standards for Michigan schools. 

Michigan had set In place a 
requirement that districts fonow 
standards or what should be taught 
In key academic areasateach grade, 
but Republicans repealed that 

Sen. Dan DeGrow. R·Port Huron, 
said the focus on education ls more 
important than the speclOcs of . 
what the president says. 
-~y time the president of the ....... 


United States ls here talking about 
a topic. that topic becomes impor­
tant. That in and of itself is posi· 
tive beCause of the attention (to 
education).'- fl" qllid_ 

• The president arranged for Engler, who 
was in Washington Wednesday, to Oy back to 
Lansing aboard Air Force One. 

And Engler said Wednesday that he 
backed Clinton's proposal to expand the 
nationwide school testing. 

"I'm hoping (the testing) will start next 
year." Engler said while in Washington. 

The president has proposed using the 
National Assessment of Education ProgreSs 
to test students in fourth-grade reading and 
eighth·grade math to make sure students 

Please see CUN18N, A2 
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I Clinton lauds state's 
I education reforms 
I By KAREN SCHULZ 

LANSINGChronicle Lansing Bureau 
President Clinton today used the 

spotlight created by his historic And just 48 percent of high school 
, visit to the state Capitol to trum­ juniors passed the High SchoolI , pet Michigan's education reforms, Proficiency Test. . . 

I 
But speaking to a joint session of But there is little agreement

the Legislature this morning. the about how to fix the problem.
president warned that there is stm Among .the ideas being debated: a 
a long way to go. move to make elementary classes 

I 
"We have to build America in smaller and develop a statewide 

the new century, and we have to core curriculum, which Democrats 
know that we have to do it as one are pushing. Republicans, mean­
America," said Clinton, who two while, want to expand charter 

'. years ago addressed a Michigan schools and Engler wants the state 

I o State University graduating class. to take over failing districts. 
"The era of big government tru­ The last time a sitting president 

I 

ly is over." spoke at the state Capitol. 20,000 


Clinton was greeted at the Capi- people turned out to cheer and 

tol by 200 children from 20 charter wave teddy bears as he rode a 


: schools throughout the state. Gov. touring car down Michigan 

· John Engler, a big backer of the Avenue. 

: alternative public schools, has ap­ Teddy Roosevelt, 49 at the time, 

: plied for $24 million in federal was the first - and until today the 


I 
I · charter school aid. only - sitting president to address 

Engler also wants Michigan to the Michigan Legislature when he 
· be a pilot. program for offering a came to town on May 31.1907. 

national assessment test starting Clinton today looked out over a 

I 

· .next year. Clinton has called on vastly different crowd than Roose­

· states to participate in such a velt did 90 years ago. The room it­


program. self, however, looks' much the 

· Some of the recent sobering same thanks to a $58.2 million res­

· news in Michigan: Less than one­ toration completed from 1989 to 


'. hall of the state's fourth-graders 1992. 

· passed the reading portion of the "Teddy Roosevelt would recog­

: Michigan Educational Assessment nize it,"said Capitol historian Ker-I Program (MEAP) test last year ry Cbartkoff. . 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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Teddy 
Roosevelt's 
audience in a 
1907 speech 
to the state 
Legislature 
included just 
five 
Democratic 

. lawmakers. 

Roosevelt's audience for the 
joint-session speech was an all­
male crowd that, likely, was all­
white, Cbartkoff said. There were 
just five Democratic lawmakers in 
the audience, which included GOP 
Gov. Fred Warner and several 
Civil War veterans. . 

"He came to Lansing for the 
50th anniversary of the founding of 
Michigan Agricultural ColJege 
(now Michigan State University)," 
Chartkoff said. "Roosevelt's 

. speech to the Legislature was 
'WeJl, I'm here and' I'll give a 
speech.' The real reason he came 
was for the college." 

How times have changed. 
Clinton, who arrived aboard Air 

Force One - Roosevelt was not 
only the first president to fly, be 
was also one of the first Ameri­
cans to go up in an airplane ­
asked to come to Michigan to talk 
about education and welfare re­
form. He. spoke to a politically di­
vided Legislature that included 
many women and minorities. 

Roosevelt. a Republican, spent 
about an hour at the Capitol. Prior 
to addressing the Legislature. he 
spoke to a group of Civil War vet­
erans on the capitol lawn. 
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I Clinton .•.. 
I to push
I school 

. ".'I . 
I testing:: 


Engler backs plan as~ . 
I president visits state> 

. . .• .1 .••• 

I 
Associated·Press 

.,' "';;-..... ; 
lANSING - President CliiltO-ii:­

brings his campaign for sChool stan<· 
dards;to;:.Michigantoday, haviDg,·a}....: .. 
ready piCked' up som~: bipartisan : 
support for the idea in advance.:: ::;~, . 

Gov. lohn' Engler and state 'SChools 

I 
chief Arthur Ellis . .. 

.said Wednesday 
that they back 

I 
Clinton's pro­
posal to expand 
the country's na­
tional testing pro-

I 
. gram. 

"I'm' hoping 
(the testing) will 
start. next year," President' 

I 
Engler said while Clinton· . 
in Washington. 

The president, who wilJ address the 

I 

state Legislature, has proposed using . 

the National Assessment of Education' 

Progress to test students in fourth­

grade reading and eighth-grade math 

to make sure students master key
skills.' . 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Those tests now are given only in a 
random sample of school districts. 
rather than to all students. Engler said 
inserting the national questions into 

. the existing Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program test would let 
Michigan see how its students stack 
up against the rest of the nation. 

"When you give your state-only test, 
everybody is. above average. When 
you ask how they're doing individu­
ally, everybody is doing great," Engfer 
said. . ' . 
. The Clinton administration gave the 
state a pat on the.back in return. 

Michigan improved 12 points (1) its 
eighth-grade math scores compared . 
to 1990 on the most recent National 
Assessment of Education Progress 
tests. U.S. Secretary of Education 
Richard W. Riley said Michigan, 
North Carolina and Texas improved
the most . 

"Ibey get my most improved player 
award. This is a big achievement,» 
Riley said in a' statement released by
Engler'S office. .. .. 

Adding to the bipartisan'flavor, . 
Engler' planned to. returri "'from 
Washington with Clinton aboard Air 
Force One. '. , 

State Board 'of Education PreSidertt 
Kathleen Straus would like to hear the 
president taJk about adequatere­
sources'for schools. ',' " 

And' the Detroit Democrat :wouJd 
not mind at all if he brought u'p"h~ 
proposal ,for full:.day,· full-servi~ 
schools. She proposed having sChools 
stay open longer to offer daY<aFe~ fii'!. 
toring and quality after-school, activi­
ties to keep youth from joining ga.ng!1: , 

Besides lawmakers" about 150·:in- . 
vited guests will listen to the presiden,J' 
in the House chamber. " t" ,

It is the first visit to the Michigan 
Legislature by a sitting president' 
since Theodore Roosevelt spoke to" 
lawmakers on May 3t 1907, accord- " 
ing toJerry lawler, executive director: 
of the Michigan Capit?1 Committee. 
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I 
I SCHOOLMATES 

.Clinton, EnglerjJlnforces for better education 

I 
I ' .ov. John Engler and President illustration of how compilation and publi­

Bm Clinton, for today anyway, cation oftest scores by school and district 
stand side by side as the odd have given educators new focus. raised ex­
couple of IX>litics. With their dra­ pectations among parents and voters, and 

matically different styles and outlooks, prompted extra help for students who

I they nonetheless share some ofthe same . 

C 
ideological space on education. Public education remains the . 

I 
The governor probably hopes backbone-of America's strength. 

the president, in .his speech to and must be a priority at every 
the Legislature, will stay within level of government But the 

I 
that shared space: a belief in tiers ofgovernment need to de­
pupil testing to help maintain fine their roles carefu1ly; when 
accountability and to ensure that they ftail away at .each other-

I 
every child receives an excellent as Gov. Engler has done with his 
education, the use of charter schools takeover proposals and his executive 
to give parents options and to serve as a orders removing some IX>wers from the 
prod for continual.improvement in the State Board of Education - they become 
public school system. counterproductive. Michigan dtizens now 

I 
Particularly in the area of standards spend more time expressing apprehe~ 

and testiIig, Gov. Engler needs all the pub­ sion about the governor's IX>litical agenda 
lic-relations help he can get In some than discussing how to keep the school 

I 
Michigan districts, high school students improvement process moving. • 
and their parents have openly rebelled . Mr. Clinton can draw lessons there, 
over state proficiency tests. which are only too, making clearer distinctions than the 

I 
ill their second year. Without acknowl­ governor has about leadership of, support 
edging the flaws that fomented rebellion, for and interference in a system that. at . 
the goVernor swept ahead and suggested least in Michigan, has a strong tradition of 
that poor scores on those tests should be local control These two politicians may 

I 
. the basis for state takeovers of schools. not work as harmoniously on other issues 

, President Clinton has the eloquence (the governor undoubtedly has given the 
to make the case more persuasively for presidentan earful on environmentaJ reg­
standards and tests. And despite the go¥­ ulation, for example), but 011 education 
ernor's blunt t8ctics, Michigan's recent they adUaIIy may heJp each other - and 
history pnwides the president with asolid aD ofAmerica's schoo1cbiIdreB.

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Engler servesI 
as escort for

I Clinton's visit 
I to Michigan 

I By Carol stevens 
DrItroit Nt'III! Wa.rhingrOll BwTtow 

I 
WASHINGTON - Gov. John 

Engler caught a ride on Air Foree 
One today and is escorting Presi­
dent Clinton to Lansing. 

I 

The entire Michigan congres­


sional delegation and former Gov. 

. James Blanchard also are invited 

to travel with the president, who 
addresses a joint session of the 
Michigan Legislature about hia pro­
poIals to .reform the nation'. edu­
cational system. 

I 
£ncler was in the nation'. capi­

. tal this week for a series of private 
meetings and to give a speech about 

I 
Miehipn'S success cutting state tu- . 
.. and reforming welfare. 

Eqler said "it happened to wort 
-.. that he was able to catch a ride 
back to Michigan with Clinton. I 

"We'll have a chance to chat

I 1OIDe," he said. 

I 
Engler haa been a frequent crit­

ic of the administration::and joked 
Wedneadayabout recent tevelaiionl 
that Clinton allowed geDeroua cam­
paign donors to spenel the nichi in 
the ~Houae. ­

I ....,. .d, 'Ityou want a cheek, 
. you ha to work,' " Engler laid, 

I 
deacribing Michigan's welfare 
reform program to' the National 
Aseoeiation ofBuaineaB Economista. 
"That's a sharp contrast to what's 
going on in the White House with 
the Lincoln bedroom."

I 

I 

I 
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But the IOvemor told reporters 
he was "absolutely" happy that 
Clinton had decided to speak to a 
joint IIssion of the Michigan Leg­
iIlature today, the first president to 
do 10 since Theodore Roosevelt in 
1907: The address is scheduled to 
begin at 11 a.m. in the Hou.e of . 
Representatives' chamber of the 
S&ate Capitol. 

Engler has been supportive of 
Clinton's blueprint for improving 
-ed~tion. He baa offered to make 
Michigan the first sta~ to take CliD­
ton up on a proposal to implement 
national tests for fourth and eighth
JI'IIde students. 

'Tm hoping it would start nut 
year,· said Engler. "It won't take 
much federal money. But we will 
need the federal pemment'. help 
ill teat development." . 
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Politics, times have 

changed since days 

Rough Rider spoke 

to the Legis1ature


When flamboyant Teddy
Roosevelt came to the 
state Capitol 90 years 

ago, he urged legislators to talk. 
straight to citizens, and citizens 
to learn to shoot straight. 

Before addressing a joint ses­
sion.of the Legislature, as Presi­
dent Clinton was scheduled to do 
today, TR spoke to about 10,000 
people, including war veterani, 

. from the Governor's Balcony on 
the east side of the CapitoL 

"Encourage marksmanship 
among our people as a whole: 
said Roosevelt, who as a-lieu­
tenant colonel in 1898 led the 
Rough Rider Regiment up San 
Juan ridge in Cuba. 

In a speech that would be hailed 
by today's National Rifle ~ 
tim, he stressed importance fAaood 
marksmanship among potential 
volunteers who might be called.. 
upon to serve their country: 

"Put. a premium upon the old . 
American power of shootin, 
straight. You know in a ficht it is 
not the number of shots that are 
fired. It's the number ofshots that 
hit that count." 

That was sure not to be the 
theme ofeasy rider Clinton, a IUD 
control adYocate whose focus mtba 
day is education. Guns and acbooIa 
are a mix he wants to undo. 

Times were far different on 
May 31,1907 when Roosevelt 
became the only sitting president 
- before today - to address the 
Michipn Legislature . 

.HiI Seicret Servia! apnta woi:e 
silk hats. a grand total of"three 
representatives ofthe prell"" 
ciatiOns" came with him by train 
from Washington, and at a Capi­
tol" feception there was "no J:'eIJtrio. 
tion as to who should be present­
ed to him." 

De f-(0 Ii AJewt7 

3-(,-17.' 3L 


Clinton, by contrast, travela in 
a security cocoon with about 60 
national journalists (plus aboUat 
50 Michigan media people wholl 
join today's entoUrage) and speaks 
only after sweeps by bomb-sniff­
. ing dogs and various electronic 
devices. Considerable restrictions 
are placed on who's presented to 
him - unless, of course, we're 
talking campaign contributors. 

Some things never change in 
politics. Among them: politicians 
who chant importance of promis­
es made, promises kept. 
. As Roosevelt told Michigan 

lawmakers: "I want always to 
have a manjudged by the pr0mis­
es he makes before election plus 
his performances after election." 

On that poini;-he drew laugh­
ter and one of 11 bursts of 
applause that interrupted hiB 
speech. . . 

"On the one hand," said Roo.> 
sevelt, "let the public man be 
extremely careful to make no 
prorm.. that he cannot keep; and. 
on the other hand - and thie ia 
just 81 important -let tJw pub­
lic be on its side more than care­
ful not to try to exact a promise 
that cannot be kept." " 
" His longest speech of th8 daY 

WII at Michigan Agricultural Coi­
lap, marking the 50th annifw.. 
sary of what is now Michigan 
State University. 

Said Rooeevelt: -We must raiIe 
the average offarm life.... We 
must maintain a country civi- . 
lization more than equal to that 
of the city." . 

He also touted industrial train­
ing, aaying each citizen should be 
trained. "so as to be effective indi­
vidually as aneoonomic unit.It 

Clinton was 8cheduled to 
~ by plane at 10:15 a.m. and 
speak to lawmakers at 11 a.m. 
after an 8IUlOUIlo1:ed "Photo oppoI'­
tuni~with area school cbildren. 

~inety years 880, Roosevelt 
arrived by train at 10:10 a.m. and 
spob to lawmakers at 11 a.m. atW 
"aame pleasant words to the induI­
trial sc:hool boys 88 he was pessi:ng." 
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President BllI Clintons visit to Lansi11,!! 
isnt causing near~y as muchJus.s 

c 

as Theodore Rooselt'lts did in 1907 

A presidential visit 
B

:il '~-::n!,)n :, :1) aJarp.;, j 

/'iinl ·,,'5';:.'!n "/ ;IU .\fit'~igaH 
'U~:S:ilt:;r$ :.:t 11 1, m, ,.)d,;", 
Ilniy the ;u~lld ;itti~g P~':SI: 
.ifni (f) do ,0, The .."lr'$t •• a. 

nuudure R'.lVw'pitvll Jftiy31, l'?O;', 
Lansing l€ons 10 ;e taking the 

.we1lt calmlY in sharp c01ltrast to 
Roosevelt's ;'1511, :.:Ilieh tur1led rhe 
raW1/ /)1/ its ear. This column reports 
"II Rooseueil's big day. 

L"-'<SISG, \1ay 31 1907 - The 
~\vpe and enthusiasm has been ex' 
·.faordinary - unparalleled, in fact 

for :vday', :,peech·making by 
President Theodore Roosevelt the 
popular Republican known aifection­

ately to many 
'---H-UG-H-' as T.R 

After all,
MCDIARMID most of Michi­

gan is v-e-r·y 
Politics Republican,

.'nd T.R is 
'v-e-r·y well 
liked. 

The ,late 
Senate. for 
example, 
which has 32 
Republican and 
no Democrats, 
earlier this 
week approved 
a fawning re~ 
lution praising 

Roosevelt's "intrepid and advanced 
leadership: his "militant integrity 
and unselfish lidelity to his exalted 
trust" and resolving that America's 
best inter~ts "demand the nomina­
tion and re-election of TheOdore 
Roosevelt" next year (Roostvtlt did 
1Iot ruN iN 1905.J . 

And .predictably the state House. 
which is 95-5 Republican, concurred 
in the senate's KUsh with only two 
dissenters, 
, By this morning. there was a sea 

of bunting and flags in the capital 
city. Citizens had been implored to 
,weep the streets and be gracious to 

In reparaQoo for Pn!sident BiD CIintm'. visit. Greg Hess. leA. aDd D1Md Diaz,put up red, white and 
b.! buntingWedDesdayache Capitol in Lansing. CJintIlIl is to address che Legislature today at 11 a.m. 

out-of-town visitors. Pictur~ of T.R 
were being sold by an ardently pro­
Roosevelt local newspaper, the State 
Republican, for a dime apiece and 
festooned the front windows ot 
hom~ and businesses. Adry goods 
company was hustling 1'eddy bar­
gains: including 98-cent teddy 
bears; other sto~ were selling R0o­
sevelt cigars. candies. suspenders, 
neckti~ and postcards. There were 
even "big stick'" papier-mache repro­
ductions ot T.R's proverbial club 
available with candy inside. 

By 9 a.m.. downtown Lansing was 
jammed with onlookers, The Pere 
Marquette ran live trains in from 
Grand Rapids; the Grand Trunk ran 

special trains from Battle Creek and 
South Bend. Ind. And those unable 
to make it by train or on the interur­
ban (street car) arrived by horse. 

The president's train pulled into 
the depot on East Michigan Avenue 
at 9:59 a.m. greeted by a Michigan , 
National Guard battery's 2111Ul1 sa­
lute. He was welcomed by Gov. Fred 
Warner, Lansing Mayor Hugh Lyons 
and Jonathan Snyder. president of 
Michigan Agricultural College 
where TR. after addressing the joint 
legislative session in the morning. 
would speak at a semicentennial 
celebration in the afternoon, 

Please see RoosEvEu, Page 6A 

SoIftes 
This column is based on 

accounts assembled by Jerry 
Llwlerr. executive director of 
the Michigan Capitol Com­
mittee. from House and Sen­
ate journais. documents at 
Michigan Agricultural Cot.. 
lege (now Michigan State 
University). a history ot 
greater Lansing titled 'Out ot 
the Wilderness' by JU$tin 
Kestenbaum and. especially: 
a piece on Roosevelt's visit by 
Roger Rosentreter, editor ot 
Michigan History Magazine. 



I 
I Roosevelt's visit waS hig event 
I ROOSE\'~LT, from Page lA. 

I 
Security was tight as the eight· 

carriage presidential entourage 
moved toward the Capitol. After all, 

I 
William McKinley's assassination in 
1901 by Detroit-born anarchist Leon 
Czolgosz was what elevated then-Vice 
President Roosevelt to the top job . 

I 
.(He was elected in his own right 
three years ago.) And the assassina­
tion is still fresh in lots of minds. 

At the Capitol, the president first 

I 
went to a balcony off the governor's 
office where. in front of on-lookers 
massed on the front lawn, he recalled . 
Michigan's contribution to the Span­

I 
i~h-American War and spoke of the 
need to encourage marksmanship in 
the Nationaf Guard. "You know. in a 
fight it is not the number of shotS that 
are fired, it is the number of shots 
that hit that count," he said.

I In the House chamber as he made 
his way to the speaker's chair, T.R. 
was greeted with a rendition of 
~Michigan. My Michigan." He then

I launched into his remarks, essentially 

I 
a two-part plea for: 1) elected officials· 
to keep their pre-election promises 
.and not over-promise. and 2) for 
government to support both business' 

I 
and labor while. at the same time, 
working to restrain the abuses by 
wealthy individuals and corporations. 

"Let· us set our faces like flint 

I 
against' predatory wealth, but also 
against predatory poverty - 'put the 
emphasis on the predatory," he de-. 
dared. "We are against the wealthr 

I 
man when we ought to be against 
him, not because he is wealthy but 
because he has misused his wealth. 
and we are against anr man. rich or 
poor. if he does wrong. 

And he concluded: !'[bis is an age 
of Il"eat industrial combiRation. com­
bUmtion of capital and combination of 

I 
. labor. Our purpose must be to favor 

both. so long as they do well. and to 
set our faces against either if it does 
ill.~ 

" There was loud and sustained ~ 
plause. .

I 

I 

I 


Stores were selling 

Roosevelt cigars, 


can~ies, suspenders 

and neckties. There 


were even "big stick" 

reproductions of 


T.R.'s proverbial club 

with candy inside. 


Afterward. T.R. agreed to board a 
Reo auti>mobUe. a novelty to be sure 
but no doubt a sign of things to come, 
and was chauffeured by Ransom Olds 
out Michigan Avenue to the college 
where, following a "bully" sized lunch 
at Snyder's house (including soup, 
fish, tomatoes, cucumbers, brown 
bread sandwiches. fried chicken, 

.creamed new potatoes, greftt ...., 
roUs, fruit salad, cottage cheese, 
strawberry ice cream and cake), he 
addressed a crowd estimated at 
2O,(XM). He then joined in distributing 
diplomas to the 96-member class of 
'fY7.' 

F'maUy, having learned of the 
fledgling auto rivalry in Lansing be­
tween the Reo Car Company and the 
Olds Motor Works. Roosevelt, who'd 
arrived via Reo, suggested returning 
to the train station via Oldsmobile. 

And so he did. 
He departed Lansing for Washing­

ton. D.C.• in late afternoon. 

FOO1lOTE: By one account, which 
seems credible given that the written 
version is relatively short - and even 
allowing for pauses for frequent ap­
plause - Roosevelfs 1907 address to 
the joint session of the Michigan 
LegisJature lasted 10 minutes. Any 
bets on how long Bill Clinton's ad­
dress will last? 
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The Nation's Schoolmaster?' 
Give Bill Clinton his due. On education refonn, the. 

annoUnced focus of his address today to the Michigan 
Legislature, Mr. Clinton has made noteworthy head­
way. The president has openly endorsed charter 
schools and public school choice, and thus the idea of 
freer competition among government-run schools. He 
has done this, moreover, in opposition to the prevailing 
ideological bias ofbia own party. 

Mr. Clinton is now pressing for a host of education 
reforms that would expand the federal government's 
role in national tests, national teaching certification, 
reading tutor recruitment and other. areas. We are 
skeptical of these proposals, as we have noted before. 
But as Mr. Clinton prepared to speak today, we 

. found ourselves thinking less of education nation­
wide than of the kids in the schools Mr. Clinton left 
behind in Washington, D.C. Mr. Clinton would do 
better to focus on the D.C. public schools to show 
what can go right. Until he does, Michiganians 
W'ould do well to view his national reform proposals 
tuiith caution. 

'nle feds have clear constitutional authority over 
Washington's schools, afterall. Article I, Section8oft.he 
Constitution gives Congress the power "to exercise 

to an advisory role in an attempt to straighten out the 
books. 

Yetamaringly, D.C. per-pupil spendingwas$10, 180 
~ 76 percent above the national average - in 1993-94, 
the most recent year for which figures are available . 
from the National Center for Education Statistics. 
Teachers salaries were likewise high. Meanwhile, the 
district's scores on the National Assessment of Educa'­
tion Progress test and the Scholastic Achievement Test 
are pitiful. 

In this milieu, the president has a perfect forum 
for testing his belief in education testing, school 
choice and early learning initiatives. Some of the 
president's ideas, such as charter schools, are 
already being implemented in the district. Mr. Clin­
ton could ensure a controlled experiment with the 

. rest. This could not only provide the children in D.C: 
schools with a shot at better schools, but test the 
value of the president's proposals before the rest of 
the nation is pressed - or slowly extorted - into 
adopting them as well. 

Ofcourse, this experim:ent would risk failure, which 
might discredit many proposals the president and his 
supporters in national teachers unions are backing. 

exclusive legislation in all cases whatsQever" over . But at least the failure would be limited, and any even­
Washington D.C. One must stretch hard to find a grant 
ofany federal power over the rest of the nation's public 
schools. 
: And there is little doubt that the kids in the D.C. 

schools could use help. Fiscal mismanagement .has 
forced Congress to intervene. An Emergency Transi­
tional Education Board of Truateea has been created; 
the superintendent has been replaeed with a retired 
Army general; and the achool board has been demoted 

tual succ:eas would be all the more persuasive given the 
current problems of the D.C: schools. 

IfMr. Clinton chooses to concentrate on District of 
ColumbiaSlChool children, he will demonstratecourage, 
show respect for the limitS of presidential constitution­
a1 authority and provide a useful testing ground for his 
·own ideas. JIbe doesn't, there will be legitimate quee­
tions about the reforms he promotes, no matter how 
many states he travels to. 
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1 Clintons visit today 
1 stirs up the Capitol 

·1 BY CHRIS CHRISTOFF 
. l.1nsing Bureau Chief 

1 
lANSING - They got the red­

.white-and-blue bunting out of moth­
baIls and hung it from the Capitol. 

'I 
They even ironed the flagS in the 

House of Representatives. 
President Bill Clinton's plan to 

address the Legislature today put the 
Capitol in a spit-and-polish mode, but 
not without minor turmoil.

1 Lawmakers wil1 lose their parking 
spots behind the Capitol for the day,
and the press corps will be booted out 
of its usual roost in the House cham­

1 her.
There's quiet lobbying by big con­

1 
tributors and friends of legislators for 
precious guest seats on the House 
floor for the president's 11, a.m. 

1 
speech.' I" 

And the preparations pro~pted. 
public grumbling from one fourth-
grade teacher from Jackson whose 

1 
cia. trip to the Capitol today was 
postponed. 

Outside the Capitol grounds, how­
ever, Lansing went about its businesS 
as usUal. 


Inside, excitement built. ' 


1 "It's a big dea1," said Kerry Chart­

1 
1 
1 
I 
I 

koff, Capitol tour guide director . 
Large amounts of news media equip­
ment was arriving, and carpenters: 
worked on platforms for it ' 

Chartkoff said her staff has fielded 
many calls from people asking for 
speech tickets that don't exist 

Clinton is expected to meet prj-' 
vately with lawmakers and allies be­
fore and after his speech. Joining 
Clinton for the flight to Lansing on 
Air Force One will be Gov. John 
Engler, former Gov. James Blanchard 

and nine members of Michigan's co. 
gressional delegation. 

One lawmaker who isn't thrilled 
with the president's appearance is 
Rep. Shirley Johnson, R-Royal Oak. 
She said she turned down an offer to 
have her photograph taken.with CJin. 
ton. 

She said she wou1d not shake hiS 
hand, either" as he walks into the 

. House chamber and passes her leal. 
"Any self-respecting female 

wou1dn't want to be in the same room 
with the man," Johnson said: ~-
sonally dislike the man and disre­
spect him so, fm not comfortable to 
be in the same room with bini­



IHE NEW YORK TIMES NATIONAL FRIDAY, MARCH 7,1997 

President Clinton entering the House Chamber in the Michigan Capitol in Lansing yesterday to address the state's lawmakers, 

I At Michigan Legislature, It's All Warmth for Clinton 
' 

I
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By MICHAEL JANOFSKY 

LANSING, Mich., March 6 


Washington may be absorbed with 


the daily twists and turns of the 
campaign fund-raising controversy, 

but here in central Michigan today it 
barely cast a shadow over President 
Clinton as he became the first chief 

execUl!\'e since Theodore Roosevelt 
to address a joint session of the Mich­
igan legislature. 

Delivering a speech in which he 
urged adopting national education 
standards in reading and mathemat­
ics and making improvements in the 
welfare bill that was passed last 
year, Mr. Clinton received a rousing 
reception from Democrats and Re­
publicans alike, includiOlg Gov, John 
Engler, a Republican, who supports 
many of the same ideas on education 
and welfare. 

More than a few Republican law­
makers - to say nothing of Demo­
crats - strained, fairly leaping over 
ropes, to touch Mr. Clinton or shake 
his hand as he entered the House and 
walked down the center aisle. 

The effect was just the one that the 

White House had hoped for. The trip 
was the S{'cond in a series of visits to 
state legislatures intended to blunt 
the troubles over campaign financ­
ing and allow Mr. Clinton to whip up 
interest in his domestic agend~. 

Residents of Michigan demon­
strated what pollsters have been say­
ing for weeks and what the White 
House is counting on, that campaign 
finance is not a burning issue for 
average Americans. 

"Maybe people would talk about it 
over breakfast, but they wouldn't 
d",'ell on it," Cheryl Chapko, chief of 
staff to State Senat'or Harry Gast, 
Republican of SI. Joseph, said as she 
sat in the Capitol gallery. "People 
here feel like they are removed from 
Washington. They have enough prob­
lems here in Michigan without dwell­
ing on Washington.'" 

Another visitor in Lhe gallery, John 
Pi rich, a lawyer from Lansing and a 
Democrat, said: "We all know it 
takes money to get elected. People 
here have been subject to the rav­
ages of the cyclical impact of the 
auto industry. They're worrying if 
they still have their jobs." 

The President's 45-rriinute speech 
gave no hint of troubles back East. 
Nor was the audience response an 
indication that his popularity had 
flagged. Lawmakers on boLh sides of 
the aisle stood several times to un­
derscore their enthusiasm for points 
that Mr. Clinton stressed. He re­
ceived another bipartisan o\'ation at 
the end, and later, returning to Wash­
ington on Air Force One, he sounded 
at once like President and former 
Governor of Arkansas, saying: "I 
love state legislatures. They are all 
real life." 

But was he not worried, a reporter 
asked, that the unfolding drama over 
campaign donations was shouting 
out his agenda? He flashed a wide-
angle smile and said, "I thought my. 
message got through jusi fine." 

The distance between' the uni­
verses of Washington and Lansing' 
was also visible earlier, when Mr. 
Clinton's spokesman, Michael J. Mc-
Curry, briefed reporters after the 
speech. Mr. McCurry was asked only 
isolated questions about points that 
Mr. Clinton addressed on education 
and welfare or other issues, with the 

rest focusing on Hillary Rodham 
Clinton's chief of staff, Margaret A. 
Williams, and interpretations of the 
laws that govern political contribu­
tions that, in the Administration's 
view, will keep her out of trouble. 

"He's well aware we're in a feed­
ing frenzy, and he's got to endure it." 
Mr. McCurry said of his boss and not 
looking the least bit exasperated at 
yet another defense of Administra­
tion goings-on. "He's pretty used to 
this environment." . 

At the end of the briefing, Mr. 
McCurry asked, "Any Michigan 
questions?" 

There were none. 
The trip followed by a month a 

similar visit to lawmakers in Mary­
land, where the reaction was much 
the same. 

But although he broke no new 
ground today, he seemed to bask in 
the glow of friendly surroundings 
and his momentary connection to the 
last President who stood in the same 
spot. When he closed his remarks by 
saying, "Thank you for making me 
feel so welcome today," it sounded 
very sincere. 
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...... PII1Y .., 1IdIh a giddy milt 01 ... ;:­
All ha'd praiae for at leasl pan of Cllnton's plan. which 

Indudes a push for more chaner schools. tougher test· 
In, standardl and more computers in the classroom. 

'I think he was here to celebrate whal we have In 
common. not to highlighl differences," &aid fonnerGov. 
James Blanchard, a Democrat and longtime CUnton 
friend who traveled here with the preslaent. 

"Thi~ was supposed to be a bipartisan trip. not a 
partisan rilly." . 

The speech to a joint lession ot the Legislature was the 
lint by a presidenl since Republican Theodore Rooseveh· 
In 1907. ClInton m.ade a camera-popping entrance to the 
HOUle chambers. with lawmakers and others snapping 
piClures and grasping for handshakes while thOle iii the 
Ballery lbove Jockeyed for a better view. . 

The .peech was Clinton's second 10 a state legIBlature 
to push the education goala he outlined during the 1996 
campaign and in his recent Slate of the Union addreA. 

please see CUNTON, 8A 	 GREG DeRUITER/ten.lng Sla'e Journa' 

Clinton pushes state to lead nation 
in movement to improve education 

.,. ...,.......... 

LaMina S_ 1011I1III 

WIth hlltory .. a ~. PresidenI Oinlon deIMnd 
• 	lUI wpnIa-m plan on ecIucadon and cooperation Th_ 

day 10 a rapt group of .ue otrIdaIa and 1aW1Mken. 
In hII 'peed! II the Capitol. Clinton pushed a 10111 nat 

of propo ..... tram volunteen to help children read to 
tucnl4ll1 to pay for college. but won the IIIOIt applaUie 
for a .Imple meuap about· .tandarda. 

He lold the packed audience. filled with Iawmake~1
dIinltarl.. and a f_ weU-connected lobbyl.lll. that au 
ItUdenll mUll do better on tutl that meuure their 
progress - and adults must expect It tram them. 

"Th.iJ wID not be e8l)'." Cllnton &aid. "It they don't do 
very weU at tIm.lt·s probablY more our fault than thelrl. 

"When we see people In dI1ftcult c:Irc:wnsIInceli. 
·lOmetim..out of the goodn... ofour heart. we u;en:iA 
our compuaion by eJC1)lJCtlnlf leu out of them." he laid. 
"And we are leDflll their I'Uture ",ht down the draJn 
every time we do it." 

ThOle Unes. toward the end of hII 4J-mlnute apeech.
.earned CUnton a ltandlng ovation. They alIO hlghllght. 
ed hII common-ground approach - one that left ooth 
ReR.'!bUcanI IUId Democralll aattafted. 

BUI CUnton has a1ways.been very progreuive when. 
It cornel to education, both as a governor and as presi­
dent," nid Rep. Frank FltzKerald, R·Grlnd Ledge. 
~'Mlny of the ide.. he has lOOK held are onea that we as 
I party have .upponed in Ihls .Iale." 

The day had a blpartiaan feel from the' start. 
Clinton arrived In lanting for hiB fifth visit In five 

years with Republican Gov.lohn Engler - and most of 
the .t.te'. congressional delegation - foUowlng him 
down the IteDI of AIr Fon:e One. 

~HeltJland~Dmd.~.._putoflhe 'IIIIIIiIoocn,.
' 

$p8daI puIout 
MCtion ........ 

• Democrat. end Re­
publicans hIMI different 
takes on same speech• 
but both sides liked It. 
PIp SA 

• President Clinton 
wows teen columnist at 
airport......6A 
• Crowd outside Capitol
have different renons 
for coming. 
..... 6A 

• Exe8rpts from the ad-. 
dress to the legislature. 
..... 7A 

• Students use· speech 
as springboard for de­
bate on education, 
..... 7A 

• Clinton visit notebook. 
PlpaA 

,/ 

w~...,w_ Presl· 
dent Clinton waves to the 
gellery in the House 
chembers Thursday before 
eddressing a jolnt-s8S­
sion of the legislature, 
Flanking him are House 
Majority leader Curtis Her­
181 Ueft) and Senate MI­
nority leader John Cherry 
Cright), 

- - - - -.- - - - - - - - - - - - - ­
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Clinton: Both parties like speech 

Continued FROM lA 
The first was last month in 
Maryland. 

"There is no Democratic way or . 
Republican way," Clinton said. 
"There is no Maryland or Michi~an 
way to learn. Reading is reading, 
math is math. Politics should stop at 
the schoolhouse door." 

That may not happen immediate­
ly in Michigan, where even as edu­
cation is at the top of everyone's 
agenda, there are disagreements on 
just what approach to take. 

The GOP, led by Engler, has 
pushed for more choice for parents 
and creating independent charter 
schools. Democrats, who control the 
House, have resisted, saying charter 
schools siphon money from tradition­
al public schools and should have 
clearer standards and safeguards. 

In the. House, Democrats are 
pushing a return to a state-mandat­
ed curriculum for public schools 
something Republicans removed 
during the last session, arguing that 
local control was more important. 

Little of that was mentioned 
Thursday, however, as Hertel and 
Engler sat behind Clinton - one on 
each side - both beaming through­
out the s·peech. 

Before Clinton spoke, Engler 
stressed that Michigan is ready to 
be the first state to use national test 
questions to see how its students 

. measure up. He also highlighted the 
state's 79 charter schools - two ar­

eas where he and Clinton appear to 
be in sync. 

"No challen~e confronting our 
state or the nation is more urgent," 
said Engler, also greeted by ap­
plause. 

In the midst of awe-struck refer­
ences to the power of the Internet 
and the early-years growth of a 
newborn's brain, Clinton sketched 
out his own plan. 

At the center: standards. 
"It doesn't matter if your child 

makes the highest grade In the class 
if nobody gets over the standards 
bar," he said. "And it doesn't matter 
if your child makes the lowest grade 

. in the class if everyhody gets over 
the standards bar." 

Among Clinton'S proposals: 
• Childhood literacy. With the 

GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State Journal 

Worth the waH: 
Therese Breun­
inger (left), Cin~ 
dy Allen and 
Margie Moore 
clap as Presi­
dent Clinton 
waves to them 
from his car 
Thursday. The 
three are Legis­
lative Services 
Bureau 
workers. 

help of volunteers, every student 
should be able to read ,by the third 
grade. . 

• More charter schools. He 
wants to double federal startup 
money and have 3,000 nationwide 
by 2000. 

• College affordability. Tax cred­
its and an increase in grant money 
would send more students to 

. college. . 
. • Computers. Every classroom 

and library should be connected to 
the Internet. 

While here, Clinton announced 
an $8.6 million grant aimed at 
boosting technology in Michigan 
schools that have large numbers of 
low-income students. . 

In his speech, Clinton told of find­
ing four books to help his daughter, 

r 

Chelsea, with a research paper, only 
to discover she already had found 
eight articles on the Internet. 

"This is an incredible thing," he 
said. "If we make this available to 
all children, it will change in a 
breathtaking way what people can 
become, what our children can 
imagine themselves becoming." 

The president worked in several 
references to Roosevelt, comparing 
the challenges of his time - when 
cars .and electricity were new - to 
today, as the country faces a new cen­
tury while enjoying peace and 
prosperity. 

"This IS a rare time," Clinton said. 
While the presidential visit was 

less rare for Lansing than most cit­
ies its size, a growing crowd of more 
than 100 gathered on the north side 
of the Capitol just to watch the mo­
torcade leave. 

Some waited for nearly two hours 
in the cold. . . 

"It's exciting," said Leslie Cimade­
villa, a Cooley Law School student 
who waited with a pocket camera and 
a hat puUed over her ears. 

Linda Rademacher .of St. Johns 
waited during her lunch hour, hood· 
pulled tight over her earmuffs. 

"I guess I kind of agree with most 
of his policies," she said. "To me, he 
seems like a very likeable person. 
Lately, though. it seems like they're 
trying to find some fault with him." 

Staff writer Chris Andrews con­
tributed to the story. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - ­
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I 
I Clinton pushe$ school

I standards and testing 


I 
LANSING, Mich. (AP) - Presi­ of a' debate between state law­ dents on national standards in learn. Reading is reading, math 

dent Clinton brought his cam­ makers on charter schools. reading and math so states can is math," he said. 
paign for national education Clinton used his speech before compare their performance with Republican& warmly embraced 
standards and testing to Michi­ the Michigan Legislature Thurs­ each other. Clinton's speech overall, but tried 
gan, but ended up in the middle day to urge states to test stu- "It doesn't matter if your child to shine the spotlight on 

I 

I 
makes the highest grade in the Clinton's call for a tenfold in­
class if nobody gets over the stan­ crease in the number of charter 
dards bar," he said. schools nationally. Engler said it 

"Conversely, in this test it would make it hard for Demo­

I 
,doesn't matter if your child crats to oppose his push to in­
makes the lowest grade in the crease the limit on the number of 
class if everybody gets over the charter schools in Michigan. 
standards bar. That's the differ­ "What's their argument? The 
ence." president's wrong on that, too?" 

I 
It was a speech that rang true he said. ' 

to both Republicans and Demo­ White House spokesman Mike 
crats as members of ach party McCurry said that was reading 
read into it support for their own too much into the preside!lt's 

I 
education visions. Lawmakers in­ speech. 
terrupted the president's 45-min­ "The main point he stressed is 
ute speech 24 times· with ap­ there is no enemy when it' comes 
plause, and got to their feet when to reforming schools. He's not 

I 

he urged high standards, for all picking sides in an important de­

students. bate here about charter schools," 


"... When we see people in diffi­ he said. 

cult circumstances, sometimes The themes highlighted by the 


I 
out of the goodness of oUr heart, president were the same ones he 
we exercise our compassion by' laid out in his State of the Union 
expecting less of them. And we message, including: 
are selling their future right -Tax credits for co.1lege tuition 
down the drain every time we do costs, 

I 
it," Clinton said to prompt the -Federal funds to lower the 
ovation. costs of borrowing money to fix 

Gov. John Engler already had rundown schools. ' 
committed Michigan to partici­ -Hooking every school and li­

I 
pating in those tests. Starting brary up to the Internet by the 
next year, fourth-graders would year 2000. 
be tested in reading and' eighth­ -More freedom for parents to 
graders in math, using the na­ choose which public school their 
tional standards and building the children will attend. 

national tests into Michigan's Rep. Glenn Oxender, a key Re­

own state tests. , publican on education issues,


I 
 Clinton dearly wanted to use said Clinton accomplished more 

Engler's support to build biparti. in one speech than he has in 15 


I 

san support for that idea. ' years of trying to achieve biparti­


President Clinton is introduced before a joint session of the "This is not a partisan issue. san solutions to education prob­

Michigan Legislature in the House Chambers in Lansing Thurs­ There is no Democratic or Repub­ lems. 

day. To Clinton's left is Michigan Gov. John Engler; in the back, lican way to learn. There is no 


(See-CLlNTON, Page 5) is Lt. Gov. Connie, Binsfeld and Senate majority leader, Dick Maryland or Michigan way to 

Posthumus. 


..... -­ -~I 

I 

I 
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Clinton steps into 
I .school controversy 
1 (Continued from Page 1) chamber, careful to shake every 

outstretched Democratic hand on' 
"It was a phenomenal day in ,the left side of the aisle before' 


history," the Sturgis Republican' turning to his right to shake the 


1 said. "It's awfully unusual for a hands of Republican lawmakers, 

sitting president -to be so focused too. 

on educatioJi." " At the front of the chamber, the 


Democrats b~ked in the plea- president craned his neck to look 


1 sure ofbaving a sitting president at thec!)iling as Enller pointed 


1 

of their own party in their midst, out the glass panel bearing ,the' 

but they put it different slant on image of Arkansas' state seal, 10-­

Clinton's charter school com- cated right next to the .panel 

ments. "bearingMichigan's state seal. ' 


1 

Rep. Sharon Gire, D·Clinton Clinton drew many parallels 


Township, chair of the House Ed- between his time and the era of 

ucation Committee, said Clinton' the last president to address the 

emphasized a need for apcount. ,Michigan Legislature ..:.- The­


1 

ability and oversight, as Demo-- odore Roosevelt, who spoke to a 

crats in Michigan also have joint session in 1907, 

stressed, by saying they need 'to Peace and prosperity reigned in 

be held to national standards and", bath periods, Clinton said, and' 


1 
should be closed down ifthey fail" that's what makes this a rare 
to meet them. '" 'time when the nation can concen:' 

"That's not what, we're ·doing ~te on such things as iinpro~r
herein Michigan," she said: education.', ,);,;~. 

1 
"He's not saying, 'Do anything 

called a cha.rt8r school' andwell 
give you money.'" 

Several Democrats tOok care to' 
note that charter 'schools: were 
not the priuiary fOcus of the 

I speech. ' ' ,'" , 
"Though he had a linear two on 

1 

char,tet' 8chools~£ the"! 'D:uijQrity ,(lfq: 

his :s~ch, was on 'high stano' 

dards,"said"·Rep. Jim·.'~;;'D-..,; 


Muskegon, a gubernatorial; caD,: 
didate and longtime critic of En~ 
gler'seducation policies. 

I 
 , Agee said he believes it's hypo­

critical of Engler to sign on to na­

tional testing without' also en~ 
dorsing mandatory 'contept stan­
dards in the classroom. 

1 
The president received a WarD.l 

welcome' when he arrived, 22, 
minutes late, for his speech to 
about 500 lawmalters, state offi­
cials and invited guests. 

He worked his way slowly up 
the center aisle of the House , 

I 

1 
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Clinton passes test· 

PRESIDENT: 
More testing, aid 

to charter schools 


RULMtUER· 

ThE' Enqltirer 


LA"ISING . President Bill 
Clinton ,:wept into Michigan's 
Capitol Thursday. trying to forge 
bipartisan state support for his ed· 
w:ation plans. 

It appeared to work· for now. 
"Things in Lansing have been 

more partisan than I would have 
hoped: said state Rep.' Mark 
Schauer. D·Battle Creek. two 
months into his first term. Clinton 
"gave' something both parties 
could live with." 

State Sen. John JH. Schwarz. R· 
Battle Creek. said (Jinton "picked 
the right themes. (supporting) 
charter schools. which is going to 
create the competition we need in 
public education, '" I think the fact 
he's behind it is going to make it 

. easier for states like Michigan." 
But Schauer. a member of the 

House Education Committee. and 
state Rep. Don Gilmer. R·Augusta. 
a leader in Republican Gov. John 
Engler's 6-year-old state budget-cut 
efforL disagreed on >orne educa· 
tion i$sues, induding statewide 
curriculum standards. 

Clinton's owraJl nw,;,;ngl' wa,:n'[ 
new. ob,..,rwrs said, but because 
the president spoke to the 
Mkhigan legislature· the first to 
do SO since Theodore Roosevelt 
gave an address in 1907· sent a 
strong message. 

Saying repeatedly that "politics 
should stop at· the school house • \(OrHllxIHL-1HHHQU11EI 

door: Clinton called for: Dominique Smith, an eigbth-grade student at W.K. Kellogg Junior High 
• National school testing stan· School. looks over some math problems. . 


dards. 

• Creating many more charter 


schools. 
 THE PROPOSAlS
• Volunteer tutors to help teach 


read in>: in the early grades. President Oinlon's edUllllion 

• Tax breaks for p',,:t·high propDlals, and quoles from his 


school technical or colleR'e study. speech Thursday before the 

• Money for replacinR' aR'ing Michigen legislallire to high. 


buildings and "iring ",'hool,: to the light them: 

IntemeL 
 • Sel natioool slandords,

Clinton also cited national and with national tem in 4th 
Michigan efforts to shrink welfare grade reading and 8th grode
roUs, and challenged private busi· mo!~ and hold sdIook Q(.nes..<;es to provide jobs for those af· counlable lor poor l(ores.fected by those efforts. 


But for the most parL the day 
 • Sel ~ lor tead!en 
ond help 100,000 masterwas devoted to education. 
IecKhen cxhim mJIionol celli· '1IOCUltD !'tElS 
6clllion. President ainIDn acknowledges the jointENGUR'S INVm • Recruit I million volunteer session of the Mkhigan U>gislalUre duro 


The bipartisan flame was farmed tutors 10 help mildren read in· ing his visit ID Lansing on Thursday. Gov. 

by Engler's invitation for CUnton to dependently by the end 01 the John Engler are' tr)ing to find common 

speak here. The two share some . lrd grode. ground on a variety of educalional issues. 

key education goals. especially . • UJKlnd Heod StorllOcharter schools. cover more disodvontaged (hildren and en(ouroge porenls 10 become involved ir. their chil·Clinton's entrance into the newly. dren's edUlotion. . 'restored gold. green and rose<o~ 

• Double funding to start charter scbools so there will be fooo charier sthooh by theored House chamber was greeted 
with thundering applause and year 2000. 

• Make schooll sofer. drug·lree and more disciplined with school uniforms, (harader edu·cheers. The president arrived at 
11:25 3.m .. 25 minutes behind cation. 
schedule. .• Modernize I(hools wilh 55 billion lor repairs or replacement 

As Clinton shook hands. walk· • Give 10l credits for college tuition (osls. 
ing down the center aisle. • Provide skill gronls'lo help eligible workers gel educalion and training. 
Schauer stood several feet away. • (anned every classroom and hbrary 10 the Inlernel by Ihe year 2000 and help alillu· 
snapped a photo -..ith his camera. dentl become Ie<hnalogicolly lilerale. 

Pleage see CUNTON. 2A 
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I. 
I 	 Clinton's 

speechI 
tied toI 
schools1 
CliNTON. from lA 

I exchanged. waves with Clinton. 
Schwarz satimmediately in front of the 

lectern. He shook Clinton's hand 


I 
stOlT EJ5l1MflIlU {NQUIREI

briefly and the two exchanged a quick Brad Billingsley, 	an 8th·grade student at W.K. Kellogg Junior High 
greeting. School, concentrates on math problems during class Thursday. He and 

In Battle Creek. most educators and other local students may be in for more standardized tests. 
students didn't hear Clinton's speech. > 

1 
But some said they were glad to see ed· 
ucation was gening such high-level at­
tention. 

1 
U! commend the president for doing 

it, and the governor for being recep­
tive," said Michael Bitar, superinten­

I 
dent of the 8.700student Battle Creek 
Public Schools. 'To put out that olive 
branch or nonpartisanship and say. 
'Let's focus on how to inlprove oppor· 
tunities for youth: that's truly the key­
stone for the prosperity or the nation." > 

1 	 lOW SCORES 

I 
The challenges, though. exist locally 

.. in Battle Creek, as elsewhere in 
MJchigan. 
. In the first tests last year for state-en­

1 
dorsed diplomas .. the High School 
Proficiency Test .. 50 percent or less of 
students in Battle Creek-area public 
schools showed proficiency in reading 

1 
. and writing, and Battle Creek Public 
Schools students were below state av­
erages on math and science. profi­
ciency. 

I 
In addition. local schools' reading 

and math scores for fourth- and sev­
enth-graders in the Michigan Edu­
cation Assessment Program tests fell in 
many ca~egories from 1995 to 1996. 

The methods and value of those tests 

I 
> \ 

have been disputed, but they remain in 
use. LOCal legislators all support the 
concept of a national testing standard, 
so that student performances here can 
be compared to those in other states. 

. or even other> countries. 
Engler pledged that Michigan will be 

the first state to adopt the national stan­
dard, but Schwarz said he's not certain 
that can happen by 	 the start of the 
1998-99 school year, 	as the governor 
projects. 

Bitar speculates the 	 MEAP tests 
could be replaced. but he's opposed to 
adding more testing for fourth-graders. 

Lawmakers, including 	Gilmer, sup­
port more volunteer readingtutors. but 
emphasize that Battle Creek already 
has strong tutoring programs with hun­
dreds of volunteers. 

And charter schools aren't necessar­
ilya threat to public schools, Bitar said. 

"But let's make sure there are 
checks and balances .. if they're mean­
ingful, fine." 

Educational choices already exist 
here, Bitar said, in the Battle Creek 
Area Mathematics & Science Center, 
Calhoun Area Technology Center and 
the dual-enroilment program with 
Kellogg Community College. 

PARTY LINES 
Although lawmakers from both par­

ties voiced support 	 for working to­
gether, the party lines were still evident 
in the remarks of Schauer and Gilmer. 

Schauer blamed the Engler adminis­
tration for problems with the MEAP 
and Hign School Proficiency tests, and 
for> rejecting core-curriculum stan­
dards set by the state Board of Edu­
cation. 

U\ have more faith in a national stan· 
dardized test rather 	that what we've 
been using," Schauer said. 

Gilmer said Republicans want to 
maintain local control of schools, mak­
ing the core curriculum a model rather 
than mandatory. uIf 	 you foUow this 
model, every school district will tweak 
it in their unique way." 

Gilmer believes Democrats and 
Republicans can work out differences 
in some areas. But he 	said the best 
route to education reform starts in in­
dividual homes and schools. 

He noted a recent Detroit-area 
school board meeting. Umobbed by an­
gry parents -> that's what we need at 

> ewry board meeting. If you can get 
parents saying we will not tolerate fail­
ure ... the standards are going to in­
crease every year. 

I 35 
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~ Critics quick to assail Clihton's prop~sal~
r:-­

By Karen Schulz ~ 
Lansing Bureau , 

LANSING -'- President Clinton's call for national test­
'0 ing and Gov. John Engler's offer to accept the chal­

lenge - comes at a time when tempers are hot in Michi­

l~ gan over standardized testing. " , 
In his speech to a joint session of the Legislature Thurs­

day, Clinton thanked Engler for offering Michigan as a 
pilot state for a national achievement test. The tests would''2 
be voluntary, but Clinton wants to make them all but im­

~ possible for states to resist offering. 
"I, want to crea'te a climate in which no one can sayE no - in which (the test is) voluntary but you are ashamed 

V if you don't give your kids the chance to do this," Clinton 
told the audience jammed into the House chambers. 

But Air Force One hadn't even taken off at Capitol City 
Airport when critics started complaining. 

"Do I need national tests to tell me how my kids are 
doing?" said Gary Wolfram, a Republican on the state 
Board of Education. "Why do I need to compare my kid? ~ I, as a parent, will decide what my, child oughr:to'lea.t.:O." 

• • .'~" -.:' " '<,}~ "-'":.':, '\,: ::":,,>f'~~>tJ.~;,~~~!: "Where our children are concerned, our search is not 
;,Co"Sidt

,'\ 
..· thtf 

,",' 
fQ'lJciwi6.::;~\

• - "-«'..l 

for a strictly Republican solution or a strictly Democratic 
" ' .' ,', _,Il',:;}, •• ··'_'/",.:,••". solution, but an American solution," Engler said. President Clinton'sNisitcBm6Bt B tiiriewne,c, , ' , Not all children will succeed when taking the tests, but ,ds B,' s,ore spot for n1~ny. 6dLf'ci:!tors:ti:~1f{,\~';' ,'" lowering standards doesn't help anyone, Clinton said. 

•• L~ss th~rt l:laINhEfMichi~~h.tiigh'SbhQ6i "When we see people in difficult circumstances, some~ 
~wbo'to'9k"the~flfsf'High:$¢h()orprdfic!en times out of the goodness of our heart, we exercise our 

"~year earneds'atis~~ct()"YZsqQi compassion by expecting less," he said. "And we are sell~ 
',:';.. ,'. - ,.,"(1.·1)\·'/\)\·<'<''''':'f'~:!'''',~~,~X~~r~',,~ ing their future right down the drain every time we do it." :.j_Reslllt/ilof theMichigeln'Ec 

Clinton's visit comes at a time when testing is a sore GProgr~1'!:I te$tsJast 
;ICeI'1t:of,fourth;.~' ,. spot for many in the Michiganeducation community:, 

'Fearing failure, parents of some children have waived their ;'M.~ry~~!~~'i,ry:'::·;.':~):'iS'J:t;0" children out ,of tests. Some lawmakers are talking about 
tightening the terms underwhich students may optout.: 

,And House minority leader Ken Sikkeina, R-Grimdville, Engler also wants the state to take over any school where, 
added this: "I don't want to see a massive change of na- 80 percent of students fail the High School Proficiency 
tional government in education.'! ',', , Test, or where dropout rates'exceed 25 percent. The plan 

In remarks preceding Clinton's speech, Engler stressed would require. legislative approval~ , , " , 
the need for high standards. He said Michigan students Tough standards and rigorous testing ~.Hl measure not 
would take a national test beginning with the 1 997-91f 
school y~ar." ." Please see CLiNTOI\I. ,A-2 

",iii support the development ofnew testing is the answer.' ,::ClintO,D voluntary tests for fourth-grade Multiple efforts are'underway in 
reading and eighth-grade math; ,the Legislature and state board to 

only student iuccess,but state su~- Engler suggested that the te~~':.'~'r~view the.tests or delay adminis­
cess, many believe. ' questions be incorporated iiltoexi1~~:\tration Of ftiti,lre tests. " . 

"The real reason for the testing is isting state tests, including MEAP."" '~~ lot of people have said the 
to have some test of accountabil­ "It's great we have so much ein- .. (high schoo!) tests were designed to 
ity," said Sen. Majority LeaderDick. phasis on educiltion," said KatNeeh show thal public schools were fail­
Posthumus, R-Alto. "If we have,no Stnms; Democratic president of the ing," Straus said. Instead their pur­
tests of accountability; we don't state Board of Education.' pose should be to point out where 
know the schools are working." But she said she's not sure more students need help, she said. 

For many, a major obstacle is de­

ciding what percentage of students 

should pass the High School Pro­

ficiency Test. Should the test be a 

mark of achievement for all stu­

dents, or simply designate varying 

levels of achievement? ' 


"We're not writing a test where 

all students will pass, so what per­

cent do we want to have a diploma 

for the state endorsement to have 

some meaning?" said state Rep. 

Glenn Oxender, R-Sturgis. 


The state's assessment coordina­

tor said proficiency is the "ultimate 

goal," but likely won't be achieved 

by a majority of students for 10 

years. "(The test) is a bugaboo." ad­

mitted Diane Smolen of the state 

Education Department, "and it's 

---.been awotsUhan ttuu...::...' 
_ Cli 'aid~mi_tion-- - - - - - -" 
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In Michigan visit, president turns up pressure ,for standardized exams 

By Ron Fournier 
ASSOCiated Press 

LANSING -President Clinton turned up 
the pressure for standardized school exams 
Tht1rsday with a promise to create a climate 
in which "no une can say no" to testing the 
nation's schoolchildren. 

Addressing stale lawmakers as the guest of 
Republican Go¥. John Engler. the president 
also called for a bipartisan approach to edu· 
cation refurm in Michigan and Washington. 

"We have to forge a new partnership for a 
new lime." the president deClared. 

Clinton's one·day trip did little to denp.ct 
attention from his mounting fund·raising 
troubles. coming un the heels of the revela· 

- - - - - - - - -'-,- - - - - - - - ­

tion that Hillary Rodham Clinton'S top aide 
accepted a campaigTt cheek from a donor in 
the White House. Aides wondered privately 
why Maggie Williams didn't Simply send the 
donor to the Democratic National Committee. 

When asked aboard Air Force One about 
the fund'raising problem, Clinton answered 
reporters by saying, "Tomorrow." He has a 
news conference scheduled today. 

''I'm doing great," he said, and added he 
,. doesn't feel his message was obscureil by the 
controversies surrounding him .. '" thought 
my message got through fine. They got it," 
the president said. 

Engler, a rising star on the national GOP 
. scene fur his welfare and anti·tax initiatives, 
greeted Clinton after the president entered 

the House chamber to loud applause and 
offered a bow to Engler's wife, Michelle. 

"Your visit is a significant event because 
we are focused. on a significant challenge: 
Improving the education of all our children," 
Engler said. 

The governor. who made Bob Dole's.short 
list of possible vice presidential candidates, 
endorsed Clinton's call for education stan­
dards and testing. 

"Michigan accepts your challenge," Engler
said. . 

Clinton wants states to establish one set of 
performance standards and tests that mea· 
sure students' ability to compete in the worid. 
He wants to focus on fourth·graders in read· 
ingand eight·graders in math. 

t\pprehensive that mandatory testing 
would cause a political uproar, Clinton decid· 
ed last year to use the influence of his offtce 
to urge vOluntary compliance. He stepped up 
the pressure Thursday. 

"I want to create a climate in which no one 
can say no. and which is voluntary but you 
are ashamed if you don't give your kids their 
chance to do this," he said. ' 

Speaking to critics who worry that the 
poorest and slowest of students would be held 
back by standardized testing, Clinton said: 
"Sometimes out of the goodness of our heart, 
we exercise our compassion by expecting less 
of'them, and we are selling their future right 
down the dniin every day.~' 

Clintun repeatedly thumped his flSt on the 

podium, as he delivered his most emotional 
address on the topic. "Our schools are still 
turning out millions of young people who 

.Simply are not equipped for the new worid of 
work," he said. 

Clintun was the first president in 00 years 
to address Michigan lawmakers. 

Teddy Roosevelt appeared berore the legis· 
lature in 1907. Clinton reiterated his belief· 
that the nation is in a moment of transition 
that compares to Roosevelt's time. 

"Roosevelt knew that you had to make the 
most of peace and prosperity and leadership. 
And he did," Clinton said. 

The Michigan legislature is split along 
party lines: The House is controlled by 
Democrats, the Senate by Republicans. 
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... President Clinton addresses the state Legislature Thursday to Gov. Engler's delight. 

Some testy about national testing 
tary, but CBnton wants to make And House Minority Leader times out of the goodness of our • Clinton, Engler 
them all but impossible for Ken Sikkema, R·Grandville, add· heart, we exercise our compas· 


push raising school states to .resist. ed this: "I don't want to see a sion by expecting less of them." 

'" want to create a climate in massive change of national gov· Clinton said. "And we. are sell· 


standards which no one can say no - in ernment in education." ing their luture right down the , 
which (the test is) voluntary In remarks preceding Clin­ drain every time 'we do it." . 

By Karen Schulz but you are ashamed if you ton's speech. Engler stressed Clinton's visit comes at a time 
TIMES LANSING IUREAU 	 don't give your kids the chance the need for high standards. He when testing is a sore spot for 

to do this," Clinton told \he said Michigan students would many in the Michigan education 
audience jammed into the take a national test beginning community. 

LANSING - President Bill House chambers. with the 1997-98 school year. Consider the following: 
Clinton's call lor national test· But Air Force One hadn't "Where our children are con­ • Less than half the Michigan 
ing - and Gov. John Engler's even taken off at Capitol City cerned •. our search is not for a high school juniors who took 
olfer to accept the challenge - Airport when critics started strictly Republican solution or a the first High School Proficiency 
comes at a time. when tempers complaining. . strictly Democratic solution, but Tests last year earned proficient 
are hot in Michigan over stan· "Do I need national tests to an American solution," Engler scores. 
dardized testing. tell me how my kids are dqing?" said. • Results of the Michigan 

In his speech to a joint ses­ said. Gary Wolfram, a Republi­ Not all children 'will succeed Educational Assessment Pro· 
sion of the Legislature Thurs­ can State Board of Education when taking the tests, but low· gram tests last fall show that 60 
day, Clinton thanked Engler for member. "Why do I need to ering standards doesn't help percent or less of fourth- and 
offering Michigan as a pilot compare my kid? I, as a parent. anyone, Clinton said. seventh·graders earned satisfac­

".. ,When we see people in tory scores in math andstate for a national achievement 	 will decide what my child ought 
difficult circumstances, some· 	 readin~.test. The tests would be volun-	 to learn." 
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President testing waters 

Gov. John Engler, right, laughs du~ing President Clinton's address to ajoint behind Clinton and Engler are, from left, Sen. John Cherry, Lt. Gov. Connie 
session of the Michigan Legislature at the State Capitol on Thursday. Seated Binsfeld and Sen. Dick Posthumus. 

I President pushes testing plan 

Area lawmakersI .Governor supports 
split on speechhigher standards; 
By JOHN S, HAUSMANI Chronicle staff writer 

I 
LANSING - The devil is in the details. 
West Michigan lawmakers who heard President 

8, KAREN SCHULZ jammed into the House 

others' grumbling 
Clinton's speech to the Michigan Legislature agreed 
with him that "polities should S!Dp at the schoolhousechambers.Chronicle Lansing Bureau 
door." 


LANSING President Bill taken off at Capitol City Airport 

with local repans . But Air Force One hadn't even 

In principle. 

Clinton's call for nati~nal testing when critics started complaining. 


I 
But in tile real world of policymaking. nothing is 

- and Gov. John Engler's offer quite that elementary. "Do I need national tests to tell 
to accept the challenge - comes Instant reactions from area officials leaving theme how my kids are doing?" said 
at a time when tempers are hot House chambers after Clinton's bipartisan-tonedGary Wolfram, a Republican
in Michigan over stanaardized speech were mostly warm. But lawmakers were alsoState Board of Education memotesting. cautious, antiCipating efforts by the Clinton adminis­

In his speech to a joint session my kid? I, as a parent, will de­
ber. "Why do I need to compare 

I 
tration to tum speeches into legislation. 

of the Legislature Thursday. cide what my child ought to "It all sounds good on the rhetoric," said U.S. Rep.
Clinton tIIanked Engler for offer­ learn." Peter Hoekstra. a Holland Republican. "Let's wait for 
ing Michigan as a pilot state for a tile details."And House Minority Leadernational achievement test. The As a member of Congress, HOekstra will have aKen Sikkema. R-Grandville, add­tests would be' voluntary, but vote on whatever specific bills the president mighted this: "I don't want to see a 

I 
Clinton wants to make them all propose - unlike the state lawmakers who were Clin­massive change of national gov­
but impossible for states to resist ton's main audience. As a member of the oppositionernment in education."offering. party, he is hedging bis bets. .

In remarks preceding Clinton's"I want !D create a climate in . "He gave a speech I could give, a pretty nice He·speech. Engler stressed the needwhich no one can say no in publican speech." Hoekstra said. Among other pomts.for high standards. He said Mich·which (tile test is) voluntary but Clinton stressed a need for national testinll, hilOth aca-

I you are ashamed if you don't give 
your kids tile chance to do this," Please see TeSTS Please see SPEECH 
Clinton !DId the audience Page2A - Page2A 

AsaodatlCt Press 

President Clinton waves to the joint 
session of the Legislature while House 
Speaker Curtis Hertel, D·Detroit, searches 
for a handshake. 

"I liked his approach. "I thought th. lines could have been drawn more "I liked ,the part . 
He talked about sharply on charter schools. ••• The charter schools when he endorsed 

nonperiormance in a the president was backing are public charter the idea of full·day,J I very positive way." schools. He was not talking about converting a full-service I 
private school to a public school, which is what we schools."

I - Rep. Jon Jellema, R-Grand Haven. have here." - State Board of Education 
who co-chairs a newly created GOP President Kathleen Straus, 0- '2.' C, 

task force on improving schools - Larry Owen. candidate tor the Democratic nomination for governor OetrOlt J I 



I 	TESTS 

Continued from Page 1A 

may opt out. 	 for 10 years., I igan students would take a nation­
al test beginning with the 1997-98 	 "(The test) is a bugaboo," adinlt­Muskegon Heights school offi­
school year. 	 ted Diane Smolen of the state Edu­cials have been criticized for seek- , cation Department, "and I'm sure "Where our cbildren are con- ing waivers for students expected it's been called worse than that"cerned, our search is n~t for a to do poorly.

, strictly Republican solution or a , Clinton said the U.S. Depart­
strictly Democratic sOlution, but Engler also wants the state to ment of Education wUlsupport theI 
an American solution," Engler take over any school where 80 per­ development of new voluntary 


, said. cent of students fail the High tests for fourth-grade readin, and 


I 
 School Proficiency Test, or where eighth-grade math. 

Not all cbildren will succeed dropout rates exceed 25 percent. 
 Engler suggested that the test 

, 	 when takinl the tests, but lowering , The plan would require legislative questions be incorporated into ex- ,
standards doesn't help anyone, approval. isting 	 state tests; includiDtl the
Clinton said. 	 Tough standards and rigorous MEAP.

I ' "When we see people in difficult testing will measure not only stu­ "I think it's great we have so
circumstances, sometimes out of dent success, but state success, much emphasis on educati0D: ..
the goodness of our heart, we exer- many believe. said Kathleen Straus, Democratic
cise our comP,8ssion by expecting "The real reason for the testing president of the State Board of
lea of them, ' Clinton said. "And is to have some test of account­ Education. 
we are sellinl their future right ability," said Sen. Majority Leader But she said she's not sure moreI 	down the drain every time we do Dick Posthumus, R-Alto. "U we testing is the answer.

it" have no tests of accountability, we 
 Multiple' efforts are under way

I Clinton's viait comes at a time don't know the schools are in the Legislature and state board , when testing is a sore spot for working." to review the tests or delay admin­many 	in the Michigan education For many, a major obstacle is istration of future tests. community. 	 ' deciding what percentage of stu­ , ..A lot of peOple have said the 

I 
Consider the foUowing: dents should pass the High School (high school) tests were designed to 

, • Lesa than half the Micbigan Proficiency Test. Should the test show that public schools were fail­
high aehool juniors who took the be a mark of achievement for aU ing," Straus said. Instead their 
ftnt RJgh School Proficiency Tests students, or simply designate purpose should be to point out 
last year earned proficient scores. varying levels of achievement? where students need help, abe said.

I iI Results of the Michigan Edu­ "We're not writing a test where 

cational Aaselsment Program aU students will pass, so what per­

tests last faU abow that 60 percent cent do we want to have an en­ CORRf;CTION ; 

I 
or less of fourth- and seventh- dorsed diploma for the state en­
graders earned satisfactory scores dorsement to have some Western Michigan ChrIstian's 
in math andreadinl· meaning?" said Rep. Glenn Sarah Kelly, Stephani'" Saar and 

,Oxender, R-Sturgis.

'I 

Fearing fallure, parents of some Jane Abraham should have been 


childra have waived their chll· Tbe state's assessment coordi­ included on Thursday's prep vol­

nator said proficiency Is the "ulti­ leyball leader board. In 67 lames,dren out of tests. Some lawmakers 

are talking about tilhteninl the mate goal," but likely won't be Kelly had 66 aces and Saar had 40 
conditions under whIch students achieved by a majority of students while Abraham had 111 dip. 

SPEECHI Continued from Page 1A 
demic standards andCbarter SChools.' "Hut we bave schools nationwide. 
not seen any of the proposals," Hoekstra added. Tax-funded charter schools are a contentious issue

I In particular, the 2nd District representative wants In Michigan, with Engler and most Republicans sup­

I 
to see who develops the nationwide tests Clinton is porting their expansion but many Democrats criticiz­
proposing. "I don't support running those out of the ing what they consider inadequate state control of the 
Department of Education," Hoekstra said. "(Success­ existing ones. 
ful scbools) are askinl for more freedom, not Wash­ Agee - who didn't applaud Clinton's charteNChool 
inatoD to take over the scbools." 	 remark - later stressed the president's qualifying 

I 
On the state level. no West Micbigan lawmaker is remarks: "You can stay open only as long as you do a 

likely to have as direct an impact on the specifics of good job," Clinton said. "That's what a charter 
aehool policy as state Rep. James G. Agee, a Muske­ is.... We have got to have high standards, high expec­
gon Democrat. tations and high levels of accountability." 

I 
Alee, formerly a career school administrator. is on The president also added that all public schools ­

the [)emocrat-controlled House Education Committee not justa few with charters - can and must be 
and ls running for bls party's 1998 nomination for brought up to high standards. 
lovemor. He ls a frequent critic of education reforms Agee echoed those remarks. "The (Michigan) Dem­
proposed by Republican Gov. John Engler. ocratic caucus supported charter schools," Agee said. 

Agee" spin on Clinton's speech was its stress on ac­ ..As (Clinton) said, they have to be accountable, with 
ademic standards - a chance for Agee to plug his oversight" and not necessarily competing (with other 

I 
 own bill to restore a statewide "core curriculum" for public schools)."

aU public school districts, a concept resisted by State Rep. Paul T. Baade. a Roosevelt Park Demo­

Engler. ,. 	 crat, also praised Clinton's speech. "I thought he was 

I 

"The president mentioned standards, standards, right on target with some of the things we are trying 


standards," Agee said. "The governor has said that. to do here," Baade said, stressing accountability and 

too, but then he turned around and dismantled them." high academic standards. . , 


I 

One. reference in Clinton's speech provoked ap­ Republican state Sen. Leon Stille of Ferrysburg


plause.from Republicans, but few Democra.ts: his call also was supportive. although he expressed reserva­

for a "tenfold" increase in the number of charter tions over Clinton's call for national testing. 


http:Democra.ts
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 Even politicians 

can be impressed 
It paysto have an aisle seat. Or a 

second-from-the-aisle seat. 
Reps. ~e Martinrf e.;Lan­

I 

I 

sing, l!!jd OiIira 3ifd1 D:QlWnos, 
were among the luCkY ones thurs­
day, As Clinton made his way down 
the center aisle in the House cham­
ber, s,haking hands and exchanging 
greetmgs, the two were right at the 

I 
rope-line . 
. ' Clinton had nearly passed Baird 
when she shouted out "Hey!" He 
turned and grasped her hand, 

I 
shook the hands of some of the 
guests around her, then gave Marti­
nez afuU shoulder-clap and smile 
t>eforemoving on. 

"Really major, major excite­
ment," Baird said later. 

I 
"No matter how lo.ng you've 

been around and how jaded you 
can be, there are certain things that 

I 
. are still impressive," said Martinez. 

'. Afterwards, state lawmakers and 
others lined up on the Capitol's first 
Boor to have their picture taken 
with Clinton - Democrats and Re­
publicans alike, with Gov. Jolm 
~ngler ~tanding by to make 
mtroductions. 

I 

I .' How giddy were peOrle? 


.: Conrad Mallett, chie justice 01 

pte ~chigan Supreme Court, stood 

J,D his long black robe snapping pic­

tures with a pocket camera as Clin­

ton approached. 

Hollister hears I 
encouraging vvords 

I 
Good thing LanSing Mayor David 

Hollist~rworks close to the Capitol. 

I 
f-JoUiSter s.reeted President Clin­

ton at the 8.U'pOrt Thursday, then 
was in the House audience as a 
gu~st of Rep~ Lynne Martinez when 
. Clmton gave his speech. 

I 
After the affair; he headed back 

to his City Hall office. 
Not long after, word caine that 

Clinton was inviting him to lunch in 
the office ot Hous~~aker Cum. 

I 
Hettel Hollister h e back to the 
capitol, where he dined with Clin- . 
ton, Hertel and several other I 
lawmakers. . 

I 

I 
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Connections give 
Democrats contact 

Democratic activist JOel Fergu­
son joined President Clinton on the 
Air Force One flight back to Wash­
ington Thursday.

"I'm taking Engler's seat," he 
said. Gov. John Engler, who was in 
Washington for meetings on 
Wednesday, had flown with the 
president to Lansing . 

U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow, D­
Lansing. meanwhile, flew round 
trip with the president. On Thurs­
day night, she was invited to the , 
White House with other members 
of the congressional women's cau­
cus for dinner. 

Compiled by Stat~ Journal staN 
writers . 

1..\\ 
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Meeting the president makes kids' wait worthwhile 

By Todd Schulz 
lansing Slate Journal 

To those aboard Air Force One, 
Carlos Cosey must have looked 
like the perfect welcome for Presi­
dent Clinton. . 

The 9-year-old bundled in a 
black coat flashed a toothy grin 
and a yeilow cardboard si~ that 
read, "We love you Mr. President," 
as Clinton's plane taxied across the 
runway Thursday morning at Capi­
tal City Airport. 

Minutes later, Cosey and nine 
other local students found them­
lelves face-to-face with the leader 
of the free world. 

"I'll remember it forever," said 
Cosey, a student at Mid-Michigan 
Public School Academy in 

Lansing. 
. Same for the other students, 
who earned the chance to meet 
Clinton by writing essays and let­
ters to the Lansing State Journal. 
U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow made 
the arrangements with the White 
House. 

The group - ranging in age 
from 9 to 17 and representing 10 
local schools - arrived at the air­
port about 9: 15 a.m. 

They spent about an hour watch­
ing Secret Service agents, report­
ers and police prepare for the visit 
before a White House staffer ush­
ered them onto the runway to 
await Air Force One. 

Darrell Crockett, a 9-year-old
from EI-Hajj Malik EI-Shabazz 
Academy in Lansing, pulled his 

coat over his head and its sleeves 
over his hands to ward off the cold. 

When Clinton emerged from the 
plane, he greeted local officials, in-

Souvenir 
....11.: Carlos 
Cosey, a 
third-grader at 
Mid-MichiJ 
.gan Public 
School 
Academy, gets 
an auto­
graph from 
Clinton. 

eluding Mayor David Hollister, and 
headed straight for the students, . 
.who were stationed near the presi" . 
dential limousine. 

"Thanks for waiting for me," 
Clinton said, his smiling face beet 
red from the frigid air. 

The president spent about five 
minutes with the students, who 
were accompanied by Diane 
Spicer, a Grand River Elementary 
School fourth-grade teacher. He 
shook hands, collected gifts, 
signed autographs and posed for 
group pictures. 

Katelyn Christensen and Ashley 
Thomas, both 9 years old, gave 
Clinton a notebook filled with 
some of the more than 700 letters 
written to the president by lan­
sing-area students. 

A few more smiles, a few final· 
waves and the president ducked. 

Please see KIDS~, SA 
:!i, 
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Kids: Visit 

was worth 
the ,wait 
Continued FROM SA 

into the limo for the trip to the 
state Capitol to address 
lawmakers. ­

"It exceeded my expectations," 
said Brian Ngo, a 17·year~ld se­
nior from Holt: High School. "It's a 

'great experience to shake his 
baud and talk to him. ' . 

"'When you see him on 'IV, you
diDD't see him 8ft a real person." 

Ngo wasn'f the only studeat 
who saw a new side of the 
president. ," 

''! didn't ~ him to be so 
enthusiastic," said Emma Tai, a 
12·year~d tromMacDonald Mid­

'die School inJtist Lansing. "I'm 
go~ to go hack to school and all 

"my friends wiD say, 'Oh, you're so 
lucky.' ~' . ' 

Tai said CJiJltOn was taller in 
person than on television. 

Meeting the president cleared 
l!P a different misconception for 
COSey, who included a drawing of 
CJiJlton with his letter. The next 
time Cosey sets out to capture the 
president'S image on paper,he'U 
use a different color crayon. 

"His gray hair surprised me, I 
thought it was broym," he said 
with a smUe. .' . 
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Clinton, 

Engler 

agree on 

schools· 
• President's speech puts some 
state Democrats inavvkwatd position ­

. • rr' .' .' .-,~"'~ '-''""'"''I' 

By TOM MURPHY 
Of The Oakland Press 

LANSING - President'Bill Clinton and Gov. 
John Engler may agree that "politics should stop , 
at the schoolhouse door," but Republicans and 
Democrats in Michigan remain divided on a host 

of educational initiatives. 
One of the thorniest issues 

in Michigan - charter 
schools - was hailed by . 
Clinton in his speech 
Thursday to the state 
Legislature as a way to' . 
improve education by offer- . 
ing more choices to families. I. 

The president said he 
wants to "increase by tenf'old l' 
the number of charter . , 
schools we have by the year 

Clinton 2000... , We want to say to 
them, 'You can stay open only 

as long as you do a good job.' That's what the 
charter means. That's what a charter is." 

Clinton's stand puts state Democrats, who 
have been cool to the idea of charter schools, iIi: a 
tough position. On Wednesday, Senate 
Democrats voted against a bill to lift the cap on 
charter schools in low-income areas. The issue 
passed in the GOP-held Senate, but its prospects . 
in the Democrat-controlled House are uncertain. 

"I think before I support it I need to look at it 
closely. I'm not ready to take from public educa-

SEE CLiNTONlA-15 
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I 
I President's praise puts 

state Democrats in 
awkward positions 

I 
tion and give it to charters," said 
state Ref> Nancy Quarles, D· 
Southfie d. "More emphasIs 
should be put on public educa· 
tion 50 everyone has an opportu· 
nitv to get a quality education." 

I Other Democrats were less 
willing to stand publicly in oPPO­

. sit ion to their president on the 
charter issue. 

I 

"'We're not against charter 


schools." said state Sen. Gary 

Peters. D·Bloomfield Township. 


I 

MIt's a worthwhile experiment. 

We just need to be careful as 

we're moving forward." 


Peters said he voted against 

I 
the bill Wednesdav because it 
would have allowed some char· 
ter schools to discriminate in 
admitting students. which would 
have cost the state $80 million . 

I 
in federal funds. Republicans, 
including Sen. Dan DeGrow of 
Port Huron. called the argument 
-ridiculous." 

While Clinton and Engler 
seemed to exude an air of bipar­
tisanship on behalf of the 
nation's children, Rep. John 
Freeman. D·Madison Relgfit§, 
said Republicans and Democrats I I 

I 
i in Michigan will continue to dis­

agTee on other school issues, 
IOcluding establishing a core 
curriculum and educational 

I
!. standards. . 

I 

-I don't see everything as rosy 


as some people say,~ Freeman 

said. "The concept that a few 

chart~r schools will drastically 


I 

improve schools is nonsense. We 

need to improve the schools that 

are now in place because the 

\'aM majority of kids will still go 

there." 


I 

In his 47·minute speech. 


Clinton repeated many of the 

themes in his state of the union 

address - at least two vears of 

education past high school: 


I 

Internet access for all children, 

schools of choice. teaching right 

and wrong in classrooms, addi· 

tional money for school construe· 

tion, a tutoring progTam to help 

· children read independently, 
100.000 more master's teachers 

I . nationwide and uniform national 
standards; particularly in read· 
iag and math. 

'. Republican legislators. such as 

I 
Sen. Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake 

·Orion, were largely supportive of 
·the president's ideas, sayin; they 
'bad been pursuing rpan:; 0 the 
· same proposals for more than 10 

I 
years. 

.. Ricnard Simonson, assistant 
· superintendent of Oakland 
11._ 

I 

U<i--LldX'<:::L Y rLQ00 
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President ClInton receives an ovation from the Mlc:hlgan Stale 
Legislature and Gov. Engler (right) 

Schools, said he is not surprised and trains adults on welfare to 
that Michigan Democrats seem work for a living. 
less enthusiastic about charter Engler said he and the presi­
schools than their party's presi. dent have had constructive talks 
dent. about education, and that they 

-We have a prettv strong pub· share much common ground. 

lie school system, a'nd there's a "We are focused on a signifi­

tradition in Michigan of strongly cant challenge - improving the 


. supporting public schools," education of all our children. :-';0 

Simonson said. -Polling data challenge confronting our state 
here shows most people think and nation is more urgent," 
their public schools are' pretty .Engler said. "Where our children 
good, and any tampering with are concerned, our search is not 
that i:l something that causes strictly for a Republican solution 
people concern." or a strictly Democratic solution, 

but an American solution. A State Rep. Tom ~fiddleton. R· solution that unites rich and Ortonville. praised Clinton for poor, parents and teachers. prin­saying that compassion is not cipals and employers." the answer for schools if it Marion Ginopolis, superinten. means lowering expectations dent of Oxford Area Community from young people. Schools, attended the speech and "When I-was raising my chil· said she was glad the nation's dren, it was easy to let them off future was the emphasis ratherand drop the standards so you than politics.didn't have to keep hounding "As a local superintendent I them,' Middleton said. -But we didn't hear one thing that wasneed to keep that pre~sure.on to said today that I wouldn't sup· get quality schools.­ port for kids - high standards. 
The president and go\'emor high expectations, assessment of 

pledged to work together on a accountability," Ginopolis said. 
system that prepares young peo­
ple for jobs in a global economy 

http:pre~sure.on
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Clinton .touting 

school testing 


Consensus on education sought 

: PreSident Clinton's proposals: 
: • Set national standards. with 
• 	 national tests in 4th-grade 
• 	 reading and 8th-grade math. 

and hOld schools accountable 
• 	 for poor SCores. 

• Set standards for teachers 
: 	 and help 100.000 master 

feachers achie\le nalional 
• certification. 

: • Recruit , million volunteer 

• 	 tutors 10 help children read 

independently by lhe end of the 
• 3rd grade. 

• • Expand Head Start 10 cover 

• 	 more disadvantaged Children 

• 	 and encourage parents to 

• 	 become invollied in educaticn. 


• Charter schools: 
State Senate passes 
bill to expand number. 
A3 . 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

lansing - President Clinton' and 
Gov. John M. Engler tried to find 
common ground on education. as the 
president brought his campcngn for 
school standards and national testing 
to Michigan today. 

Clinton's scheduled speech on ed­
ucation to a jOint session of the Michi­
gan Legislature was preceded by 
some bipartisan sho\l.manship . 
. The president arranged for En­
gler, who was in Washington 

. Wednesday, to fly back to Lansing 
aboard Air Force One. . 

And Engler said Wednesday that 

CLINTON 
Continued from A 1 

into the Michigan Educational As­
sessment Program test would let 
the llate lee how its students 
stack up .,Binst the rest of the na­
tion. 
. MWhen you give your state-onJy 

test, eve~ is above average. 
When you ask how they're doing 
individually, everybody is doing 
great," Enaler said. . 

The Clinton administration 
gave the state a pat on the back in 
return. Michigan studeau im­
proved 12 points On eighth-grade 
math scores compared to 1990 on 
the most recent NAEP tests. 

U.S. Secretary of Education 
Richard Riley said Michigan. 
North Carolina and Texas im­
proved the most. 

"They get my most improved 
player award. This is a big 
achievement," Riley Lsaid in a 
statement released by Engler's of­
fice. 

In advance of Clinton's speech. 
state offiCials bad plenty of ideas 
of what they wanted to hear. 

Sen. Joe Conroy, D-Flint Twp., 
E-mailed the president to urge 

. him to tout an experiment in Flint 
that bas raised test scores by lim­
iting to 17 the number of students 
in. kindergarten thrQugh. third­
grade classrooms. 

"I have told him that this is the 
way we ought to go in terms of re-

he backed Clinton's proposal to ex- • Double funding \0 start 
pand the nationwide school testing. • charter schools so there will be 

"I'm hoping (the testing) ~ start : 3.000 01 them by the year 2000. 
next year," Engler said while m : • Make schools safer. drug-free 
Washington. ..' and more disciplined with 
. The president has proposed ustng • uniforms. character education. 

the National Assessment Qf Educa- • • Provide $S billion for repairing 
tion Progress to test students m or replacing schools. 
fourth-grade reading and eighth- : • Give lax credits for college
grade math to make sure students tuition costs. 
master key skills. . 
. The tests now are given only m a • Provide skill grants for worker 
random sample of school districts, • education and training. 
rather than to all students. Engler • Connect every classroom and 
said inserting the national questions : library to the Intemel by the 

year 2000 and help all students 
Please see CLINTON, A11 : become technological!y literale. 

fonning our public school sys­
tems, to make sure these kids can 
get a good chance, a good start," 
Conroy said. 

. 	 jte~ Jim .Agee. D-Musketon, 
wanfe to bearsuPPOrf" foT rus 
idea of reinstituting core curricu­
lum standards for state schools. 

Michigan had adopted a re­
quirement rhat districts follow 
standards of what should be 
taught in key academic areas at 
each grade, but Republicans re­
pealed that 

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R.Port 
Huron, said the focus on educa­
tion is more important than the 
specifics of what Clinton says. 

"Any time the president of the 
United States is here talking 
about a topic, rhat topic becomes 
important That in and of itself is 
positive because of the attention 
(to education)," he said. 

Kathleen Straus, president of 
the state Board of Education, said 
she hoped having the state's Re­
publican governor appear \l,ith 
the Democratic president will 
change the· tenor of the debate 
over education in Michigan. 

"It might produce a more bi­
partisan spirit," said Straus, a De­
troit Democrat 
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Republicans embrace 
Clinton's education ideas 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LANSING - President 
Clinton declared Thursday "this 
is a rare time" that the nation 
should seiz.e to forge a new 

.. bipartisan partnership for 
improving schools. 

Clinton used his speech to a 
joint session of the Michigan 
House and Senate to push the 
education agenda he laid out in 
his State of the Union message, 
including more charter .s~hools. 
national testing and lettlOg par­
ents choose which school their 
child will attend. 

-This is not a partisan issue. 
There is no Democratic or 
Republican way to le.a~. There 
is no Maryland or Michigan way 
to learn. Reading is reading, 
math is math," he said. . 

It was a speech that rang true 
to both Republicans and 
Democrats as members of each 
party read into it sUPI?O.rt for 
their own education ViSions. 
Lawmakers interrupted the 
president's 45-minute speech 24 
times with applause. and g.ot to 
their feet when he urged high 
standards for all students. 

- ... When we see people i~ dif­
ficult circumstances. sometimes 
out of the goodness of our heart, 
we exercise our compassion by 
expecting less of them. A:nd we 
are selling their future nght 
down the drain every time we do 
it,~ Clinton said to prompt the 
ovation. 

One audience member deals 
with Clinton's subject every day 
as principal of Henry Paideia 
Academy, a public elementary 
school struggling in a poor, . 
urban section of Grand Rapids. 

, "I couldn't hardly sit in ~y 
i 	seat, he was so right-on With 

what he said," said Ruth Jones. 
"The children can do it. We can 
do it." 

Gov. John Engler, who rode 
back from Washington aboard 
Air Force One with Clinton, tol~ 
the crowd that he and the preSi­
dent had found common ground 
on education. The go,:,e~or h.ad 
earlier announced Michigan 
wanted to be the first state to 
volunteer to test fourth-graders 
in reading and eighth-graders m 
math, using the national. tests 
Clinton has been promotlOg. 

"I thought it was a tremen· 
..dous speech,' Engler told 

reporters later. 

The president urged: 


• National testing in reading 
and math. Although it wOilld not 
be required, Clinton said states 
should do it so they know how 
their students compare. 

• Tax credits for college 

tuition costs. 


• Federal funds to lower the 
. costs of borrowing money to fix 
rundown schools. 

• Hooking every school and 
library up to the Internet by the 
year 2000. 

• More freedom for parents to 
choose which public school their 
children will attend. 
. • A tenfold increase in the 
number of charter schools in the 
country. 

The governor said Clinton's 
backing of charter schools would 
make it hard for Democratic 
lawmakers to continue to oppose 
GOP efforts to remove the limit 
on the number of charter schools 
in Michigan. 

"What's their argument? The 
president's wrong on that, too?" 
he said. 

Sen. Dan DeGraw, R·Port 
Huron, said Clinton endorsed 
the agenda Michigan . 
Republicans have been pushing 
for years. 

"I don't know whether to be 
worried or encouraged that I felt 
verY comfortable with the presi­
dent's speech .-;. all of it," he 
said. 

Democrats basked in the plea­
sure of having a sitting presi· 
dent of their o\\.'n party in their 
midst, but they ~ut a different 
slant on Clinton s charter school 
comments. 

Rep. Sharon Gire, D-Clinton 
l'ownshlp, chait Of the House 
Education Committee, said 
Clinton emphasized a ne,ed for 
accountability and oversight, as 
Democrats in Michigan also 
have stressed, by saying they 
need to be held to national stan­
dards and should be closed down 
if they fail to meet them. 

"That's not what we're doing 
here in Michigan,~ she said. 

"He's not saying, 'Do anything 
called a charter school and we'll 
give you money.'" 

Several Democrats took care 
to note that charter schools were 
not the primary focus of the 
speech . 

"Though he had a line or two 
on charter schools, the majority 
ofhis speech was ~n high stan­
dards" said ReP. Jim t;;ee Dr 
MU8k~gon, a-gu1>erna~al can­
didate and longtime entiC of 
Engler's education policies. 

Agee said he Pelieves it's hypo­
critical of Engler to sign on to 
national testing without also 
endorsing mandatory content. 
standards in the classroom, 

To Rep, Gary Peters, the most 
exciting part of the speech was 
Clinton's announcement that 
Michigan would receive $8.6 mil­
lion for technological upgr;ades 
to its schools. The funds could be 
used to train teachers in new 
technology and to buy comput­
ers, software and Internet 
access. 

. "People are going to be left 
behind" without such help, the 
Pontiac Democrat said. 

The president received a warm 
welcome when he arrived, 22 
minutes late, for his speech to 
about 500 lawmakers, state offi· 
cials and invited guests. 

He worked his way slowly up 
the center aisle of the House 

. chamber, careful to shake every 
outstretched Democratic hand 
on the left side of the aisle 
before turning to his right to 
shake the hands of Republican 
lawmakers, too. 

At the front of the chamber, 
the president craned his neck to 
look at the ceiling as Engler 
pOinted out the glass panel bear­
ing the image of Arkansas' state 
seal, located rig~t D;ext ~o the 
panel bearing Michigan s state 
seal. 

Clinton drew many parallels 
between his time and the era of 
the last president to address the 
Michigan Legislature ­
Theodore Roosevelt, v.. ho spoke 
to ajoint session in 1907. 

Peace and prosperity rei~ed 
in both periods, Clinton s81d, 
and that's what makes this a 
rare time when the nation can 
concentrate on such things as 
improving education. . 

Clinton lived up to his reputa­
tion as a skilled communicator 
with his earnest, conversational 
style, said Rep. Jon JeUema, R­
Grand Haven. . 

"I liked his approach: Jellema 
said. "He talked about non-per­
formance in a very positive way." 
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c:PNationwide test 	 TESTS -::r 
Nationwide approach ,gets qualified OKsgets good marks 'f'cmHlsn:1l FUu" 1\1 	 ing less of them." Clinton said 

"And we are selling their future in reading and eighlh-grad­
• Do you .Upport Pre.i ­	 In his speech Thursday, Clinton right down the drain every time we ers in malh.

dent Clinton'. call for 	 lhanked Engler ror offering Michi· do it." 
"11'5 nol' a new idea." 

national .tudent . 	 gan as a pilot stale for a nalional rearing failure, parents of someQuimper said. "U's hC~'11 
testal Bellot Box, 08. 	 achievement test. children have waived their chil·kicked around for the pasl ~II Air Force One hadn't even taken dren out or tests. Some lawmakers to 30 years." off at Capitol Cily Airport when. 	 are tallung' about tightening the A fonn of natiol1al lesting critics started complaining. 	 conditions under which studentsMIKE THOMPSON alreadv exists. he nnled. al· "Do I need national tests to tell may opt out. and KAREN SCHUll . analysis III compare 

me how my kids are doing?" said Tough standards and rigorous
• TIlt: SA(;n';AW N~:WS 	 tl'd Slates wilh 01 ht:'r Gary Wolfram, a Republican Slate 	 testing will measure not only stu, 

and NEWS LANSIN(; HUHt:,\lI countries. Board of Education member, "Why 	 dent success. but state success,The dirference is that the do I need to compa re my kid? I. as 	 many believe,LANSING President existing lesls measure 11 a parent. will decide what my child "The real reason ror lhe testing Clinton's call for national stu· sampling of American stu· ought to learn." 	 is to have some test of accounlabil· dent tests is a good idea "as denls. Clinlon would scor(' all And House Minorily Leader Ken ily," said Sen, Majorily Leaderlong as they do it right." says pupils al once. Sikkema, a Grandville Republican, 	 Dick Posthumus. a Republicana vetenm Saginaw School "Nalional standards and a added this: "I don't want to see a 	 rrom lhe Grand Rapids area, '·If.District specialist. natioll,,1 curriCUlum would massive change of national gov· 	 we have no tests of accounlabilil)'. "How reliable is it?" asked not be a bad idea," Quimper 
Barry E. Quimper. Ihe dis· said. Gov. ,John M. Engler. who stances among the students stead of duplicating them, Li· ernment in education_" we don't know the schools are 

trict's director of evaluation, 
 claims bipartisan common that are not the same." chau suggested, In remarks preceding ClinlOn's working," 

testing and research. "Is it. 
 "A lot of people oppose Ihat ground with Clinlon on Euucators across Michi· "I don't think we would speech, . Engler emphasized the Engler suggested lhat questions 

because they say il wuuld school issues, has issued an­ gan have complained that want to add (national' tests) . need for high standards. He said on a national test could fit in withvalid' Is it measuring what 
,iI's supposed to measure?" threaten local control, but if nual state reports that com­ Engler's emphasis lin state to the many days of testing Michigan students would take'a existing state exams. 


we arc just talking baseline pare ~cores among dislricts. lesls is eroding time from that we already do." he said. national test beginning wilh' lhe "It's great we have so much em' 

Clinton spoke to slate leg· (minimum) requirements, I "So much of education de­ classroom lessons. Clinton's call for national 1997-98 school year. phasis on education," said Kalh­


Islators Thursday in Lansing could support it." p'mds on a student's circum­ ror example. the new high tesling, and Engler's offer tn "Where .our children are con­ leen Straus, Democratic president 

liS pari of his emphasis on Paul W. Liehau. president stances," (,ichau said. school proficiency lests in accept the chall('ngc, come at cerned. our search is not ror a of, the State Board of Education. 

education during the stal'l of of the Carrolllon r~ducat iOll "Anytime you try 10 com, reading. writing, math and a time when tempers arc hoI strictly Republican solution or a But she's not sure more testing 

his second lerm. Assoeiation, said he would pare one student against an­ science requil'!' a combined in Michigan over standard· strictly Democratic solution. but is lhe answer. 


He repealed his Slate of b"ck national tests if they are other. one district against II hours. ized testing. an American solution," Engler Many efforts are under way in 
: Ihe Union proposal for na­ not used as a IlI'oP to 'com­ anolher, (Jne state against National exams shlluld said. . lhe Legislature and state board to 
tional tesls of fourth-graders pare one school with another. another, you run into circum· combine with state tests ill- I'I.~:ASI-: St:t: TESTS - A2" Not aU Children will succeed review tests or delay giving tests. 

when taking the tests, but lowering "A lot of people. have said the 
standards doesn't help anyone, (high schoo)) tests were designed 
Clinton said, 10 show that public schools were 

"When we see people in difficult failing." Straus said. 
circumstances. sometimes out of State tests should point ou.1 
lhe goodness of our heart, we ex­ where students need help, she 
ercise our compassion by expect· said.• 

" 

.. 

At. GOLOIS/SAGINAW Nt:WS tAN$ING BUREAU 

Gov, John Engler, right, responds during President Clinton's address to the state Legislature. 



or national tests 
• Clinton makes 
history by outlining 
plan before 
state Legislature. 
By Ch8d Selweskl 
Macomb Daily Staff Writer 

President Clinton, in a his­
toric, appearance Thursday be­
fore the Michigan Legislature, 
called for national testing of stu­

'I' dents across America to estab· 
lish an American standard in 
reading and math skills.

I Gov. John Engler immediately 

1
took up the challenge, vowing 
that all N!,ichigan fourth-graders 
will take the national reading 

. test starting with the 1997·98 

I 
school year: 

1 

"It doesn't matter if your 
.child makes the highest grade in 
the class if nobody,gets over the 
standards bar," said Clinton, 

. making the first pre,sideritial ad­
dress to a joint session of ths, 
Legislature since Theodore Roo­

1 
I 

sevelt in 1907. .,.. 
"We need tests, that' 'say: 

whether you crossed the thresh" 
old of what you must know to do 
well in the world of tomorrow."'. ' 

Engler said he hopes to aq.. 
minister the National A$Sess­
ment of Education Progress, or 

I NAEP test, to all Michigan 

' , ,. 

-J 

, 
Ii 
a1 

r.-

President ClintOn ackftOWi8dges the joint session Of the NiichiganLegislature as GOY. John Englle,aip. 
plauds.~ursday In Lansl~•. , . 

. ' b' d . d' ., l' ' IMaC()ID"e" ucators.rea ·.Y·lOf na.tiOJ).~tes
fourth·graders in,the next ~hool. ,. . '. , . . 
year. The NAEP test for eighth- By,~..I),!F.I'!¥l~::~:,::;,.. . ...:... ..-~.;:...,~..- ; .... ' .to,p~test'that'canaccUrate1f·measurestu-·.. 
grader~, a math e~am, will take Macointi''oiiliy Staff Writer' '. . :', ' .• ; .• ' ~., ~,:';~'\~~::i' ~ent achievel!l~p.t ac~~s ~~.c;OllIltrr: ' 

1more tune to put mto place, he . .. '.'" , ." .,.. ,:", -: ...: "';;'>,' '<h" Qov..Jo.~'Englen~romlSetH,Obegmbnplemen.
said.".Macomb CountY educators have a essagefor', tatiori'of the'national-test thiSfall; 

, "We here in Michigan will be:;:,; President B.lll Clinton, ~ho proposed 'a natio~al, 

I 

I 
thefirst state to measure student 
achievementagainsttheworld," 
Engler told the legislators. • 

Clinton urged all states to em­
brace national standards for 
math and reading, with testing 
in the fourth and eighth grades. 

The testing wouldn't be 
mandatory;, he said. But the 

. See CLINTON, Page 4A 

~ssessment test for public school students: Brmg 
It on. , ,,' 

"We coul~ easily ~cc?~odate"th~ national 
standarq.s Wl~OUt sklppm~:.abeat, saId Joru,me.. 
Jacob~on, a~slstant, supermtendent. Of, currlcu~ 
lum for Fraser Pubhc Schools. 

"Itwouldn't cause any constern<;ltionin this 
county or this state." .' "', ' 

Clmton outlined Plans. to implement the Na­
tional Assessment of Education Progress tests to 

. Michiganfourth· and eighth-graders. The goal is . 

: Jacobson is also president of the Macomb As~ , ' 
'sociation.of Curriculi.m1 AdministratorS, which 
oversees what Macomb County schoolchildren 
.aretaught. She's familiar 'with the NAEP'test, 
. gives. it high m€lI'ks and predicted Michigan stu­
dents Will score,.abovethe national average. 

"It's a good o~e," she said. "But it's not as high 
level (as the, Michigan Education Assessment 
Program). It's not as difficult. 

"I would assuwe we. (Macomb County ,; 
. 

See EDUCATORS; Page 4A 4C) 

I 
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I Educators ,.Clinton 


Continued from Page lA Continued from Page lA Shores.I If we' rely tOQ much' President vowed to create a natl"onal' Mount Clem~nsSchools Superin­students) would all do pretty well on tendent Blanche Fraser, who also at­
climate in which any state would be tended the speech, said she wei­it." on these tests to

William Britt is deputy superin· "ashamed" if they declined., comes the call for standards that I tendent of Clintondale Community place a value on a EnglersaidportionsoftheNAEP place more scrutiny on the educa­
reading test for fourth graders will tion system. Strong schools, sheSchools, which earned accolades for school district, I think , be incorporated into the state stan- said, are necessary for a strongits recent success on the MEAP 

I 

dardized test known as MEAP. or' economy.
tests, irs a mistake. 
Michigan Educational Assessment "The stakes have never beenAlthough unfamiliar with the Program.

NAEP. implementation of another - William Britt Establishing the NAEP math test higher and the competition has nev· 
3.5sessment test is no surprise. As· er been greater, not only betweenClintondale Schools for eighth graders, he said, will take states, but between nations," said sessment is the buzzword of the 
'90s. . more planning because the MEAP Fraser. "Why should we (educators) 

test is taken a year earlier. in sev- , be exempt from that competition?" I 
' 

I 

"We are certainly spending more always accurately reflect a district's : enthgrade.


and more time dealing with the as· ability to educate students. Currently the NAEP tests are ad- ' State Rep_ Sharon Gire, chair· 

sessments and the scoring of assess· "For some reason, there is a need ministered in a small sampling of woman of the House Education :' 

ments." said Britt. "The internal as­ to compare ourselves to each other," school districts across the nation. " Committee, said she doesn't believe ' 


I 
sessment has become the outside said Avery. "We put a lot of undue Clinton said a new national test the national test can be put into : 
evaluation." pressure on kids, due to the manner _ measuring fourth-grade reading place for fourth-graders as quickly: 

That can be good or bad, Britt we handle assessment tests." and eighth-grade math, like NAEP as the governor hopes.
continued. While New Haven students may will be developed over the next A Clinton Township Democrat, . 

I 

"Too much of it could turn out to not fare as well as their neighbors two vears.' Gire said it makes more sense to . 


be dangerous," he said. "If we rely on assessment tests. the superinten· The biggest applause of the day first establish state standards' 

too much on these tests to place a dent said. "They do as well as any: for the president came when he through a mandated core curricu­

value on a school district, I think it's body else when it comes to after warned that all students, even those lum for all schools. as, the House 

a mistake." high school. " who struggle with academics. must Democrats have proposed. 

I 

Superintendent James Avery of Britt empathizes with his neigh· be held to rigorous national stan. , But Senate Majority Leader Dick ' 


New Haven Community Schools bor to the north. Assessment tests dards, Posthumus said the core curricu­
has no quarrel with assessment should be just one part of the educa­ "Sometimes' out of the goodness lum plan will be "dead on arrival" 

tests. But he wonders if politicians, tion piCture. Britt said. Bt.t Michi­ of our heart, we exercise our com. in the Senate. ARepublican from Al· 


I 
the media and the public are "as· gan is an "assessment-based reform passion by expecting less of them,", ,to, Posthumus said each school dis· 
sessment happy," state," and that's nOI likely to he said. ':And we are selling their fu. , trict should establish its own stan­

Assessment tests were designed change any time soon. ture right down the drain every dards. 
originally as a tool for administra·· "We probably sooner than others time we do it." Engler and fellow Republicans 

I 
tors to evaluate what they teach and 'have accepted that philosoph}:" said The testing plan proposed by the were pleased by the conservative 
how they teach it. Now. the tests Britt. ''I'm not going to stand in the president and embraced by the gov· tone of the president's speech, in· 
have become scoreboards that don't way of a tidal wa\-e." ernor appeared to gain quick accep- eluding Clinton's call for a tenfold 

tance from educators - and from increase in alternative charter 

I 
one Macomb County student who schools by 2000. 
was a guest at the president's "I think we should work together 
speech. to give parents more choices for 

"Someone like me, I'm not a good what public schools their children 

I 
test·taker. But it (the national test) attend all across America," said' 
can show students the points they Clinton. "I think we should help 
need help 'with... said Jessica teachers, parents, museums and 
Chrzanowski. 17, a senior at South others to create new public charter 
Lake High School in St. Clair schools." 

I 
I 
I 
I 



- . . . L A~~,"(A SIAT£

One speech, J~~ 
.. - ('o~8) 

two views 

\~ ·1-.. ~.'"':.\C'.\-'.~ ,', ,--' . ' 

.. 

ROO SANFOROltansing 

I 

I 

I 


President arrive.: President Clinton leaves Air Force One 

I 

upon his arrival Thursday in Lansing, followed by Gov. John 

Engler. U.S. Reps. John Dingell. D-Trenton, DebbIe Stabenow, . 
D-Lansing. and other dIgnItaries. 
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I Reaction to Clinton's 
education agenda split 

I along partisan lines 

By CIvis Andrews 

I 
Lansing Stale Journal 

I 
Republicans and Democrats 

seemed to hear two different 
speeches from President Clinton on 
Thursday - and both gave him rave 
reviews. 

I 
Republicans hailed Clinton's edu­

cation address to the Legislature as 
unbridled support for their, efforts 
to expand the number of charter 

I 
schools in Michigan. Democrats 
fiercely oppose that effort, saying 
the existing charter schools aren't' 
held accountable. 

, "Face it, Bill Clinton's for charter, 
schools, the National Education As­
sociation is, John Engler and the

I 
"He's got 
so much I empathy, 
he just

I takes 
off." 

I lansing 
mayor 

I : on to Clinton's call for strong stan­
: d~rds, which they translated into a 
· pItch for a mandated core curricu­
· lum. House Democrats are pushing

I to restore a mandate repealed by 
: Republicans in the last session. 

I 
: "He pointed out very clearly that 
· educational reform is more than a 
: one-dimensional challenge," said 
, Senate Minority Leader John Cher­

I 
· ry, D-Clio. "The ,president said we 
: need to be commItted to basic cur­
; riculum, and yet the Republicans

have backed away from It." 
Clinton's address - the second to 

a state legislature since his State of 
the Union message in January - is

I · part of a campaign to place improv­
Ing schools at the top of the national 

• agenda. 

I 
In broad tenns, he wants all 8­

year-olds to be able to read indepen­
dently, all 12.year-olds to be able to 

I 
log onto the Internet, all :8 year­
olds to be able to attend college and 
all adults to commit themsefves to 
lifelong learning, 

I 

I 


His lO-point "call to action" in­
cludes suc~ things as more reading 
tutors, natIOnal testing and upgrad· 
ed technology. 

Although Clinton declared that 
"politics should stop at the class­
room door," it was immediately ap­
p~rent that there are sharp partisan 
dIfferences in the Michigan
Legislature; 

After the speech, Republican 
leaders held a news conference to 
highlight the areas where they 
agreed with Clinton, focusing pn·
marily on charter schools and na­
tional testing. . 

Senate Majority Leader Dick 
Posthumus challenged Democrats 
to take up a bill increasing the num­
ber of charters immediatel:;. 

But U.~. Rep. Debbie Stabenow, 
D~Lansing, said Clinton's and 
Engler's positions on school issues 
aren't as close as they seem. 

"The words sound the same, the 
actions have been very different," 
she said. Clinton, for instance, em­
phasized lifelong learning, while 
Engler cut adult education 
spending. 

State Rep. Laura Baird, D·Oke­
mos, said she believed Clinton suc­
ceeded in contrasting his position
with Engler's. 

"I think they have very different 
approaches. I think Clinton'S strate· 
gy is more inclusive and bringing 
people along, rather, than the kind 
of confrontational, in-your-face 
style we see in Michigan," she said. 

Fonner Gov. James Blanchard. a 
, friend of Clinton's since both were 
, Democratic governors in the 1980s, 
, said the president sought to be in­
: tentionally bipartisan. . 
, "He wants to make sure the cam­
· paign for better education is biparti- , 
• san," Blanchard said. "I think he 
u~derscored that quite effectively 


· by praising Michigan and inviting 

: Gov. Engler to fly with us back 

, here." 


Lansing Mayor David Hollister, 

who has created his own blue-rib­

· bon commission to study education 

· in Lansing. said Clinton laid out his 

: agenda effectively. . 

· "I thought it was inspirational, r 


thought it was sincere," he said. 
"He's got so much empathy, he just
takes off." 

East lanSing schools Superinten­
dent Daniel Keck, invited to sit on 

: the .House floor with state Sen. 
: Dianne Byrum. D·Onondaga, said 
- he was encouraged by the presi­
: dent's positive and upbeat chal­
· lenge to educators. . 
: . "I wish our legislators would take· 
:a little lesson from what was said 
• this morning." he said.· "I think 
: when someone comes into town and 
: takes a very positive leadership ap­
· proach to restructuring, it shows it 
: will get us a lot farther than the 
: blame game." 
: ' Staff writers Greg J. Borowski 

ana 'Mark Mayes confTibuted to this . 
. report. ~1 

Senate Republi­
cans are for 
charter schools 
for Michigan's 
future," said 
Sen. Bill 
Schuette, R~ 
Midland. 
"Michigan 
Democrats are 
out of sync with, 
our preSident,
their party's
leader." . 

Democrats, 
on the other 
hand, latched 
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Local students 
meet president 
Ten students from mid-Michigan 
schools met President Clinton 
Thursday. Nine were selected 
from more than 700 students 
who wrote the Lansing State 
Journal to share what they 
wanted Clinton to know about . 
their schools. Aaron Keck is a 
reader member of the Lansing 
State Journal's Editorial Board. 
Teacher Diane Spicer of 
Lansing's Grand River 
Elementary chaperoned. She 
was selected based on a lener 
written by her student. 
Ashley Thomas. 

Leslie 
Andrews 
Age: 13 
Kinawa Middle 
Schoo!, 
Okemos 
Eighth grade 

Katelyn 
. Christensen 

Age: 9 
Ralya 
Elementary, 
Haslett 
Fourth grade 

Carlos 
Cosey 
Age: 9 
Mid-Michigan 
Public School 
Academy. 
Lansing 
Third grade 

Darrell 
Crockett 
Age: 9 
Shabazz 
Academy, 
Lansing 
Fourth grade 

lauren~8) 

Forbis 
Age: 13 

Ono Middle 

School, 

Lansing 

Seventh grade 


Aaron 

Keck 

Age: 17 
EverenHigh 

. School. 
Lansing 
Senior 

Jens 

Michaelsen 

Age: 11 

Beagle Middle 

School, Grand 

Ledge 

Sixth grade 


Brian 

Ngo 

Age: 17 

Holt High 

School 

Senior 


Emma 
Tal 
Age: 12 
MacDonald 
Middle School, 
East Lansing 
Seventh grade 

Ashley 
Thomas 
Age: 9 

Grand River 

Elementary, 

Lansing 

Fourth grade 


Diane 
Spicer 
Grand River 

Elementary, . 

Lansing 

Fourth-grade 

teacher 
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I 
I 	 'Everything 

else stops' \ 

I for 'Clinton 
I 	 By Faith Johnson 

Lansing State Jownai , 

What exactly goes into planning a i 
! 

presidential VIsit? ,\I 
~ 

, On Thursday it took: 
• One 12-year-old, explosives-

I 
"\sniffing German shepherd. 

• A security listening device on 
airport telephones. 

, • Partial shutdown of Interstate 
496 and some Lansing streets. 

I • police officers from at least 
four departments, . 

• Two umbrellas and .. , some 
duct tape. 

I ':One' of the Secret Service guys 
asked for the umbrellas and duct 

I 
tape," said Richard Kettles. presi­
dent of General Aviation at Capital 
City Airport. .

The umbrellas were a precaution­
ary measure for cloudy skies that 

eventually sent scartered snow 


. showers.~. ' .


I "I don't know what he wants v.'lth 
the duct tape," Kettles said. 

I 
Neither did the other 30 or so Se­

cret Service agents who shied away
from the media as they stood. feet 
spread apart, talking into their 

I 
sleeves while listening for instruc­
tions through a visible earpiece, • 

Security measures for PreSident 
Bill Clinton's visit to Lansing got un­
der way last weekend and culminat" 
ed Thursday.

At 9:15 a.m., three Secret Service

I men walked behind vans. parked on 

I 
the east end of the terminal. v.ith 
Arnold a brown Irish setter-mixed 
Germa'n shepherd, from Wright­
Panerson Air Force Base in Da)10n. 
Ohio. . . 

I 
Arnold sniffed the area for explo-. 

sives. Had any been found, the dog 
would have sat down. the dog's 
keeper said. Arnold stayed on his 
feet. . 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Inside Capital City Airport. two 
Secret SefVlce agents asked politi­
CIans, rel'0rters and other guests to 
open theIr coats, tum around and 
place equIpment on the floor while 
they ran a metal detector up and 
down each torso, after paning pant 
legs and outstretched arms. 

'. ~ecky Kenles, General Aviation's 
office manager and Richard's wife, 
saId she had never before seen such 
tight security. . 

"They caIled us last Saturday 
and we met chem out here on Sun~ 
d.ay." she said about Clinton'S secu­
nty force. "They wanted to be able 
to search the building and find out 
the access points." 

Becky Kettles said the airport has 
about 30 rooms. 

"They put antennas on the roof 
and aU our telephones are bug~ed in 
c~e we get any weird calls, ' she 
Said. When Air Force One landed, 
arou~d 10:15 a.m., police cars from 
lansing. Ingham County; Clinton' 

. C;0unty, Eaton County and State Po­
hcep.osts lined the airstrip. !' 

InSIde Lansing's city limits, lnter­
state 496 - near South Cedar Street 

>.,1 

to In~erstate 96 - was closed about 
15 minutes. 
"~enthe president moves, ev­

erythmg else stops" said Lansing 
Police Chief Jerom~ Boles who let 
one of his captains handle the logis· 
tics of Clinton's visit. 
. Capt. Andrew George said Lan­

smg called it) about 35 extra officers 
Thursday. 
geor~e said the department reo 

celv~d Instructions from the Secret 
Semce last week but developed 
em.ergency routes and decided 
w~~ch streets to close on Monday.

Part of Ottawa and Walnut 
s~eets were closed for about 30 
mm~tes when the president was 
~ommg .through." George said. 

OUf .mam objective was to provide 
secul!ty while he was in the city of 
lansing an.d we were successful." 

Sue Benjamin, a clerk at the 7· 
Eleven food store on Waverly Road 
had to contend with angry custom: 
e.rs who entered the store while traf· 
flc stopped before noon and again 
about 2:30 p.m. . 

"I've had to deal with customers 
screaming all day about 496 being 
blocked off," Benjamin said. "I told 
them I can·.t do anything about it.". 

When Chnton left the airport at 
2:40 p.'!I., waving to a small crowd 
from ~r Force One. some weren't 
sheddmg tears. . 

"We're glad he came and ROW . 
we're glad he'!t gone," George i3id.. ' 
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CLINTON VISIT: :ll LESSON FOR LEGISLATORS 


Hello, at Iat: leslie Andrews, 13, an eighth-grader at Kinllwa 
Middle School, shllkes the president's hand Thursday, leslie, 
daughter of State Journal political editor Chris Andrews, report­
ed fro,m Clinton's 21st Century Express train trip through Michi­
gan in August, but didn't meet Clinton until Thursday. 

" 

"I was hoping /(I meelthe presi· 
dellt - "lid Che/~ea; hut she wa~II'1 
on Ihe train. 

"I nlilde a lillie bullon Ihal ~id. 
'/I's my hil1hday, and I want looee 
the PRI::S/lJI::NT' a:; a hinl. 

"Sumeone ',uld me- he "'oullr 
come hI'. hul in.slead he listened 10 
t/,e fir..;j lady's spe!!(:h. By Ihe time il 
wa~ {)\'er. we ',ad arrived in E:.'aSI 
LlJn.,ing. . 

"Maybe nexl lime" Aug. 211. 
1996 .. 

I finally gOI 10 meel President 
Clinton on Thursday, exactly six 
months and one week after my first 
try. . . 

It.was my 13th birthday last Au, 
gust, and my dad and I were riding 
on the 21st Century Express train 
with Clinton as he campaigned 
across Michigan 10 the Democralic 
National Convention in Chicago. He 
was going 10 come and shake my 
hand, but al Ihe last minute his 
plans changed.' . 

This lime, however. I wasn't ~o· 
ing to let him miss me. I, along wllh 

uther ~t}cal ~lut1t:nIS whll \\ luk 

"1J~ar Mr !'r""ltle,,1 .. 1..II"r" I.; I I... 
State Jouflwl, nlt'l 1',esid"1II ,'111" 
I"n "I Capital Cily Ail'''''''' ,," 
lhurSilav. 

A huge Illa"e "'I,dcd 'Th" I!Ill,,". I 
SlateS "f Ailleri..-,," land .. d .. " Ih.. 
runway, .. nd many pohtical I,.:",." 
emplied HuL t\mon~ ttu~tn \n'l i' 
Ilebhi" Stahenow. (iov. John 1·11~1.·" 
and I'resident ('linton. (,/illl'''1 
walked off Air F .. rce One and 1010 
the line the III of us furnwd 

He walked around shakinl( ''''''f)'' 
une's hands and calling us h)' our 
(irst names. 

That was a tutally ullexp",·t"d 
gesture to most of us. When it wa.' 
my turn. I was both nervous and 
excited. 

In a liny voice, I said "Can I have 
your autograph?" tn the tall mall 
with a friendly smile. "Yeah. in just 
a minute," he replied. 

Then, we gOI a group picture Will! 
Clinlon, each of us edgmg as dose 
to him as possible. 

Next, we huddled in () a group 

Les.lie 
Andrew.. 

.".('/, • '0}I/1II1I/-,1 

llu' .tUI!J'alJl u ..rs: ttl ~cl 

Ch'lliJU 
W.lS "I1V.lllrl~ atl1t1~r'lllh~" 

I wanted Clin"'n ,,, SI~n Ihc an" 
de I wroll' .. Imul my !taUl Irip with 
hUll. 

I pushed my ailldc "hove heads 
and ClinlUn look II while looking at 
my (, ... e. 

To mv ~urprisc. he stopped "lid 
n'"d Ihe aJ"lide while many were 
Waillll!( nul in the freezing ..-old lor 
their lum. 

I 'was sh"l'ked wilen he 
wrute .. I.e.lit- . is a tine ant­

.."" ......., 


llill Clinton 31c. 
1;'~17, .. 

lun 

Ihan whal he wrote on 
"President Bill Clin· 

Ihell, as he was leaving, he said 
':lIyc L"slie. hye Carlos ..." in sut.:h 
"I'llnih<lr and ('asual way Ihat you'd 
ha"" Ihoughl we had been longtime 
Ifi"l1ds. 

Lastly. as we walked over into. the 
P'CSS .. rea, reporters swarmed 
a' ound us trying 10 get the scoop on 
what the president was like. The 
way Clinton left me feeling was Ihal 
il he mold, he'd go 10 every single 

rson in the United Stales and lalk 

them individually. 

lie seemed like he loved the pub­


Ii<:. He also trealed everyone like his 
friends. 

I have come 10 the conclusion that 
. we have a great man leading our 

nation into the 2('sl century. . 
I.eslie Andrews, I J. is an eighlh­

gl'i,der al Kinawa Middle School in 
('hem"s. She is Ihe daughler of 
SIal" Journal polilical edilor Chris 
Andrews. 
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Crowd gathers for presidential glimpse 

By Betay J. Miner 
Lansing State Jou",al 

From abortion protests 10 the 
Hokey POkey, the scene olltside 
Michigan's Capitol Thursday .....;JS 
anything hut ho hum, 

A cfl)wd of ahout :100 huddled 
there -'- most hoping for a glimps(' 
of Ihe silver-haired soulhNner in 
from the nalion's capital. A f('w nth­

,ers merely wanted 10 make a point. 
Each had their own reason for 

skipping school, work and olhr-r oh­
,ligations 10 be part of Lansin~'s o..... n 
presidential drama, 
" Larry and Linda Cummins of 
DeWitt were certain that if Presi­

'denl Clinton was going'to meet the 
town's folk, he would seek out I hose 

'close to him, 
So they hundled up for the 21;. 

degree day and traipsed out onln 
:the Capitol's snow-dusted lawn­
,holding a large nag from Arkansas, 
They figured the moslly red hannf'r 
might earn them a h:lndshake, 

"We Ihought the president could 
use a friendly face," Linda Cum­
mins said, gripping the na~ houJ!hl 
in an old Arkansas I!:as ~lalinn;J f(' ..... 
years hack, 

I.arry Cummins ~rew up in Para· 
~ollld, Ark, So Clinton is a home· 
town hero for him: "My mol her vot-, 
I'd for him whf!n he'wasjllsl a hoy­
for J.:(lVI~rnor." 

Acri)ss Ihe way, a gmup of fifth· 
gnul,'rs from Uolland hrainstormf'd 
ways 10 heat Ihe "ilinJ.: wind ehill, 

"You do Ill(: I-("key Pokey and 
vou lurn vOllrsdf around, ThaI's 
\vhal irs '~II ahnul," Ihey sang, 
jumping in linison, The kids trekkl'd 
10 IOWI1 from lIolland's Vanderhill 
,'har1,'r School tn II,t I'n'~ident C1in· 
lOll know the\' 10\'1' Ill!' way they 
jparn, , ,. 

nlOn' s('h()lIljn~, less re­
n~ss, "elt!r SZ\'ll1czak said, "That's 
a good thin~_ \VI'r(' learnmg ahnul 
just ire and virtUl!s," ­

If he had thf! chant'e - which he 
didn'l ... SZVlllci'ak s;lid he wt>uld 
11'11 the prl'sidetll dlarlPl' sdlOols 
;It'(' tilt' hes!. 

""(' should suppnr1them alilhat 
h(' ,'all," hf' said, 

.Jim Pouillon of Owosso also had a 
m('ssllJ.:(', Ilis ,', hy ;'·folll sign, hear­
ing Il gruesome pholn of a mangled 
feills, lold eVI"~'fHil' hl"s againsl 
ahort illn, 

Pouillon, anwml',('r of Operillion 

Lifesaver, said the picture triggered 
some negative response from the 
d07:('n or so ,schoolteachers there 
with their classes for the morning, 

'Th!'y s'lid il was offensive," he 
said, ",'tdd them it offends me too, 
Ihat's why il should he illegal," 

"( )ur prf'sidcnt is in favor of Ihis, 
The hlond of innm:enl habies is on 
his hands," 

A hlack stretch limousine pulled 
up 10 the Capitol's north entrance 
and the duster of people shifted, 
cral":min~ into a taped off area hop­
ing to see Clinton, 

Joy Wallace of Lansing was first 
in line, She leaned against a lighl 
post and beamed at the black vehi­
des that lined up in the driveway. 

'" have a flower for you," she 
said, holding oul a single purple iris" 
carefully wrapped in clear 
cellophane, 

The card attached read: "Thanks, 
for :III you do," 

"1'lc's doing a good job as our 
le:lder and (lur president," she said, 
"I just want him to know thaL" 

But the pr!'sidcnt never came into 
view, 11'1 alone dose enough to ac' 
(,(,pi W:llla('e:s gift, • 

DAVID OlDS/lansing Slale Journal 

Motorcade greetln-= Morgan Goossen (left). 8 fourth-grader at 
the West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science in Walker. 
waves as Clinton's motorcade passes. The academy is a charter 
school. a concept pu.thed by Clinton and Gov. John '=ngler. ' 
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A peek at 

I prez:Tom 
afer and 
ron Cadey 

watch the 
Plsident's ar· 
r I from 
t d floor of 
L sing City 
Hall. Their van-

I 
Pointa 

dow at the 
Asses­

sor's Office. 

I
RGIE GARRISON
c ng State Journal \..-___________.:....1 

Protective 
watch: Securi· 
ty staffers 

. use a perch on 
the Capitol 
building to 
scan the sur­
rounding area 

DAVID 01 
Lansing State Jour 

I 
A n.' ... .,I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

Capitol amval: The limousine bearing the president and his official seal national spotlight on Michigan and education, but also created some traffic 
pulls into the parking lot of the Michigan Capitol. Clinton's arrival put the hassles for lanSing residents, blocking main highways and streets. 

I . . 

I 




I CLINTON VISIT: LESSON FOR LEGISLATORS 

GREG DeRUlTEllilansing State Journal GREG o.RUITI!M.an9ing State Journal 

I ..... for Engler. President Clinton applauds Gov. John Engler's opening Tuaeclln: Lansing Mayor David Hollister (center), Rep, Lynne Martinez, O·Lansing, 
a~ks to lawmakers Thursdav. Between them is House Speaker Curtis Hertel, O· . an" East Lansing Schools Superintendent Dan Keck listen to President Clinton's 

rOlt, , ' ad~r"s to the Legislature about improving schools,' , .' 

GoodIIye: President Clinton waves as he boards Air Force One at Capital City Airport after spending about three hours in mid·Michigan. 

I 
I 

I 
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I Bill Clinton's Excellent Adventure II 

I Striding into the state House, confidently pulling 
himself through the crowd by a vigorous series ofband-

I 
shakes that left other officials trailingbehind, a bouyant' 
President Bill Clinton leapt ontothe state House Speak­
eTS rostrum yesterday to address the Michigan U!gi.s-

I 
lature. After short introductions and some brief 
remarks by Gov. John Engler, Mr. Clinton, speaking 
from only a few notes, stood before the microphone and 
boldly told the nation-' . 
well, what did he say'! 

I. 
He clearly liked the 

-renovations made to the 
capitol building. And he 

I 
delivered a not-terribly­
informative summary 
of the education initis-

I 
lives he presented dur­
ing his State of the 
Union address in Feb­
ruary. Aside from this, 

I 
the . speech seemed like 
a pleasant, but eerie IuD 
in the stream ofnew 
Campaign fund-raising 

I 
scandals that dog the 
president almost daily. 

Consider, . for 

I. 
instance, what Presi- President Clinton 
dent Clinton didn't do. 
An increasingly high-profile dispute over charter 
schools (alternative, less bureaucratic public schools) is 
simmering between Gov. Engler and Lansing Democ­
rats, who claim the governor's charter school views are 
fundamentally different from those of the president. 
Mr. Engler, with good reason, has challenged this, but 
it appeared the president might use his speech to back 
the Democrats and put Gov. Engler in his place.

I 
I 
I 
I 

Fueling the fire Wednesday, the Republican-domi­
. nated state Senate passed a bill that would remove the 
current cap on the number of charter schools in school 
districts where 2,000 or more studentsquaIifY for the 
federal schoolluncll program. (Not a single Democrat 
voted for it.) Also on Wednesday, in an improbable con­
fluence ofevents, oral arguments were heard before the 
state Supreme Court on Michigan's controversial, mig­
ina! charter school1aw, which lower courts have ruled 
unconstitutional 

The stage was set, and stepping into the breach, the 
president said ... nothing new. "He gave his Maryland 
speech," one Lansing insider told us, referring to the 
president's address to that state ~tureon Feb. 10. 
"l sat reading it along with him." . 

. Perhaps we should be thankful the president pain$­
ed by the numbel'l. Gov. Engler, presumably, can claim 
victory by default And Mr. Clinton might have pro­
posed new federal education programs similar lo the 
plans he d.iscusaed for national exams, ~tional staD­
dards and increased teacher certification. 

These ideas are problematic atbesl Gov. Engler's 
. difficulties in gettingstudents to take state exams, the 
battle over adopting a state core curriculum and many 
politicians' desire to decrease teacher certification 
requirements are clear evidence of how difficult com­
mand-and-control reform can be. Federal initiatives 
are likely to be even more contentious than in-state 
battles. 

How Mr. Clinton would deal with this, he did not dis­
close. 

Yesterday's New York Times presented two front 
page stories on new political fund-raising scandals, one 
involving the first lady. Mr. Clinton, in contrast. 
ensured Lansing politicos BOme photo-ops and himself 
some nice headlines by sayinghis piece - and not much 
else. Perhaps not much else needed to be said. 
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Bipartisan~ 


truce nice 
while it lasts 

T

alk about a love-in. . . 


. It was as if Air Force 

One. Bill Clinton at the 

controls. had made a low 

pass over the. Capitol on 

Thursday. drenching it with , , . 
well. some form of high-powered 
tranquilizer spray. 

Oh. sure. it wore off after' 

awhile. 


But while the prez was in 
town ... well. it was as if civility. 
collegiality and galloping 
bipartisanship had suddenly 
seized aD the hot-bloods and 
ideologues who nonnaDy infest 
the Capitol and turned them aD 
into cherubs ... or maybe 
politiCal eunuchs. 

. Gov. John Engler. who flew 
from Washington with the 
president and welcomed him 
warmly iri front of the joint 
legislative session. beamed. 
smiled. nodded and applauded aD 
through the president's 45- . 
minute speech (about education 
and welfare refonn) and. 
afterward. told reporters it was 
"tremendous.~ 

Former Gov. Jim Blanchard, 
who'd flown in on the same . 
plane (He and Engler chatted 
amiably aboard but didn't sit 
together. WIt's a big plane," 
Blanchard deadpanned.) labeled 
the speech superb and said it 

. outlined an essentially bipartisan 
agenda. "There is absolutely no 
reason for Democrats or 
Republicans not to agree on it," 
he said. 

And state Sen. Dan DeGrow, 
R-Port Huron, seemed to 
summarize the prevailing 
legislative reaction when he said 
later: "I feel very comfortable 
with the president's speech ­
all of it!" 

And so it went for the three 

hours or so the president was 

inside the Capitol. 


Oh. sure, not everything was 
perfect . 

immediately foUowlng the 1)mc\\ 
~peech. national press types ~ 
accompanying the president r;::E~~ 
t:ngaged in a venomous. 15­
minute give-and-take with Clinton 
spokesman Mike McCurry over 
the latest revelations of White 
House/Democratic Party fund­
raising hanky·panky. 

But that was away from the 

House fioor where warmth and 

camaraderie were still the ~age, 


.-\nd. yes. 5tate Sen. Jim . 

Berryman. D·Adrian. an 

announced 1998 candidate for 

governor, engaged in what he 

later termed a "personal protese 

against Engler and legislative 

Republicans (but not, he 

emphasized. against Clinton) and 

watched the speech on television 

in the near-empty Senate 

chamber. 


He accused the GOPers of 

hypocrisy for claiming to 

embrace Clinton's education 

refonn agenda while. he 

charged. turning their backs on 

such refonn in Michigan. 


Also. there were quiet groans 

from some Democrats. who 

complained about Clinton's 

praise for Engler and Engler­

style charter school refonns. 

And. of course. there were 

similar groans from some 

~epublicans who thought Engler, 

IOstead ,of welcoming the . 

president, should have told him 

to get lost. 


Still .... 
Well. look. This was - as 


has been well-publicized - the 

first address by a sitting . 

president to a joint session of 


. the Michigan LegisJature in 90 

years. It was an event, a . 

SPECTACLE!Andnotmwnyoi 

us are likely to be around the 

next time. .' 


So, why not behave ... at 

least for a few hours. eh? 


Footnotes ' 

THE En.. ~ Engler 
brought down the hoU8e, when 

he referred to Theodore 

Roosevelt's address to a joint 

session'of the Michigan 

Legislature in 1907. Then. . 

pointing to Michigan's venerable 

attorney general, Frank Kelley 

(35 years in office and counting). 


. remarked: "Attorney General. 
• Kelley tells me it was quite an 

occasion.~ 

(Note: House GOP leader 

Ken Sikkema. R-Grandville,later 

told reporters that Kelley had 

predicted Engler might use such 

a line.) 
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TEACHER CLINTONI 
President makes'importantJX!iilts on schools, tests 


WllfREOO lEE/AssOdated Press 

PresidentClinton acknowledges the jointsession lithe 
Legislature wbiJe Gov. Engler applauds. 

I 
I 

T
he substance of President Bill 
Clinton's speech to the Legisla­
bJre Thursday was a yawner. a 
rehash of his education initia­

I 
tives, with some juvenile-justice and wel­
fare talk sprink1ed in. Yet he did weIr in ex­
pressing what may be his most 
motivational message: "We can do 
this." 

The president has great skill

I at making his listeners feel in­

I 
cluded in, and even warmed by, . 
his rhetoric. That talent shows to its 
maximum effect when he is making a 
nonpartisan plea, as with his repeated urg­
ing to state lawmakers to have politics stop 
at the schoolhouse door. Infusing his talk. 
too, was a core optimism that he believesI .everyone can succeed. 

I 
Mr. Clinton's delivery was so lOW-key 

that some of his best points weren't good 
fodder for TV news clips. He likened 
schools to army units, with leadershiP that 
can be taught and trained to build troops 
that - no matter where they are based or I "what their speciaJty- meet astandard the 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

country can rely on in wartime. Similarly. 
he said. schoolchildren can be led to "suc· 
ceed and triumph in the modem world." 

He extended his' confident, inclusiv~ 
tone to sbJdent testing; stressing that hav· 
ing a high test score means nothing if no 

one can meet basic standards, and that 
having a low score is irrelevant if 
everyone can get over the stan· 
dards bar. And he noted, comfort­
ingly, that Americans may have to 

live with initially dreary results; as 
has been the case with Michigan's 

new High .School Proficiency Test " 
Mr. Clinton's support for nationwide 

pupil testfngought to help reinvigorate the 
case for testing here. He was" speaking 

. about state governors and lawmakers. but 
he could just as well have been addressing 
parents and school administrators when 
he said of test-taking: "I want to create acJi. 
mate in which no one can say 'no.' ... Ifs 
voluntary, but you are ashamed if you 
don't give your kids acharice to do thia.. 

Shortly thereafter. he delivered hia 
biggest applause line: -By expect­

ing less of them. 'ft 
are selling their fu. 
~ right down the 
drain.­

That combination 
.of high expectations 

. .and an underlying 
beUef in everyone'. 
ability to succeed is a 
big part of what the 
presidentconun~ 
cated so well in what 
was essentially apep 
talk to Michigan's 
lawmakers. If his ad­
dress was not. his­
tory-making, it 
brought home an im­
portant theme in an 
important way. 

J. 

I 
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I Clinton brings his fight 

I, I. for education to Lansing


! ,I , 	 ' . 'The president teUs the LegJslature ' 1 I 	 to set aside politics to get the Job done. 

By Mad Hornbeck .,· "andKe~Cole · 
TIt.t lNtrou .'i,-,.'J ": ·· ,, ·1 

LANSING - Pnsident CWi· 
ton tI\iOled Michigan lawmakers ! G 

1 	
'Thlll"8d4y to lea~ politiCll at Ole . 

schoolhouse door and demand I 
: 	1111

tough education reform&. , ' I 

I 

"Our BChoola are still ~ 
I 

,blghllghts!out millions oCJ!l'Wli people .00 : 	 In hiS address,

1 	
simply are not equipped fciT the , 

Ihe president
new World of work.• said ~ called for: 
turning up the rx-ure~. :t • Expandingdardized school aama, Y. naIionaIlIiI8Iing
our national security dependt I 

I 	 10 ill! SIIJdInta 

1 	
upon oW' ability to cIrreIop the 

I 

in IouI1h lJw:III 
capecitiee rlaD our people. eo pal­ (reading) and 
itiCll should stop at the achool­ ~gtIIde
bouse door," (math), 

Clinton's ~ WIllI the flnt 

1 
.00ubUng 

speec:h by a ainm, tJ'MideDt t.o spendjngan 
the Michigan LI!ci' atve .me. c:hartar KihOcIII 

, Teddy Rooeeve!t in 190'7. Ii ... 10 $100 milan. 
part ofhis natimal campaiID t.o CI88IIng 3,(0) , 
persuade aU 50 stateet.o eftab.. 

1 
c:hartar .aIOOII 

lish a CIODlIDOIl _ ofperilrmaDce by IhI yell '~ 2000,standan!s and I28tII that ~ 
• 	Offering .'.i 

wwld.. 	 ,I free public 
"Some ofour childreD _, do educaIIon 

student.'ability tD compile in the 

I 

1 very weU at first,. be'coocedecl. I 
I 10 studenI8 

'Sometimea om of the 1OOdn- i ~IWO yeersor
ofour heart. '" eIIIl'ciIe our com- I 	 cornrruiIypusion by ~_oCthem. I 	 college.
And we are selling their IUture 

1 	 I • Connectinoright down the drain every time 
every cllISS'OOI'II we do it." and library 10

The president', 46-minute I 
I 

I 
I 	 the Intemel by

addren repeated points made I IhI yeat 2000, 

1 
throughout h» rHlection cam­
paign last year and focus,eel I 

I 	
InIIdI

almost exclwsively 011 hit edw:a- .I 
_ 	 tian agenda: classroom st.andarda. ! WMb:T1mee 

have changedexpanded national teatilll andPreaident Clinton and Gov. Job Eqler catch a cUmpee of the wi.Ddo_ 	 I 
since thelaslcharter schoola, and free public I 

I 

iD the Capitol dome Thunda, aDd lauch as the pl'Nidelll notieea that 	 president came I,paneo repreeentiq Michipa and Clinton', home nate ofArbnaaa are 	 to lansing.
' : 

sJde-br~de. C1.iIlton viai&ed t..u.:Inc to campa.lp for dool reform. Pll!~ $~t eWTON. Pa,gt 2A Page2A1 	 : 

----.,

I 

I 

I 


8w:bott 11M DtrmiJ N.." 

http:campa.lp


, .I he'll iDtZ'oduc:e a reeolutkm at the Ded 'CLINTON '. board meetfDc toltrike the cap. f ' 

I Continued from Page lA, Wba the pn!Iideot ..ally WBI..,. , 
. in&. said Demoerata, wu that charter 

~ucation through the first two years of ,.'" ' ~i •• /,c·...i" edwoJaa} - pubJiccuI' ecboole that have ati- . 
college. \ \,'~ tlon cu.rri um. freedom - mUlt be 

While in Lansing, he announced that , •. \' '." l\"', \\,')~l. closely monitored before the limit isI Michigan win receive $8.6 million from '~1\~" , ,eased. . 
the federal government to buy school" ' A, ' ,', • ./~' ' 't, 
computa't and train teachers how 00 use

I them in the classroom. 
Republican Gov. John Engler, who 

rode WI Clinoon a Air orce e 

I 
'th board F On 

from Washington, D.C., to Michigan, 
, warmly greeted Clinoon after the presi­

dent entered the House chamber 00 loud 

~'l:~i:r~wif~~:ell~rated bow"Your visit is a significant event I 
I 

because we are focused on a significant 
challenge: improving the education of all 

. our children," Engler said. 
The governor, who made. Bob Dole's 

. short list ofpossible vice-presidential can· 
didatea last year, endorsed Clinoon's call 

' .::.t l 1 ~\\\ 


, ' , "" \'. ~,.'i',"," ',,','.~' ""'~'
",1 ,\ ' 
• I" • " , '",', .,.~\,",',i\t 

'-\ ~ ,,\~,,.
",\,l. ~\,,\',.~ ",'.,'_'.'.._',..l' t1 - _' 

, ~., t'",\'\\""~".'""".,;.'.:':"c:,\""".""""".",.' .,,"\,\1, 

David CoatIS I 'I'M Dmott N,.", 

I 
 tan .l-...I- . 12.000 ~..I-... ..l-...~ bas ~
Ii ed tior uca on s u.t2.IU8 an s.....'O. Mid-Michidan PubHc School .. _ ..~ ", lDIforMJI _~~-:"'~l __~n--
"Michigan accepts your challenge," • ~.- IIIU.WAl {II WIll -..araa_ 

Erigler declared. He later told reporters: my in Lansing, &1'Mta President. '1RsJer said Clinton', JwkIntofchar-­
"1 thought it was a tremendous speech... , C!futo!l o~ Thursday at the Capttaf· '. .. tdIaoIa woaW make itbard for :oe... 

d te hntY Carlos Cosey Jr., a third·grader u 

I Clinton's one-day trip did little to 

I 
deflect attention from his mounting fund· 
ra:iaing troubles, coming on the heels of 
the revelation that tfillary Rodbam Clin­
ton's top aide accepted a campaign check 
from a donor in theWbite House. Aides 

I 
~ privatelywbyMap Williams 
didn'tsimplyaendthedooortDtheDemo­
cratic National Committee. 

I 
When asked aboard Air Force One 

about the fund-raisiDg problem. Clinton 
antnvered reporters by Baying, "Tomor-

I 
row." He bas a news conference sched­
uIed for today. 

. "fm doing great,- he said and added 
he doesn't feel his message was obscured 
by the controversies surrounding him. "1 
thought my message got tbi'ough fine. 

M:an7 Democratic leaden have beI!Il 
relu.ctaDt to embrace charter echools, __ 
iPi thl'J' will undermine traditional pZ.
lie edw.:ation. ' 

"II ",-n-ed aboe WllJI. ut accountability ... 
ehart.er doole," said state 1IChool1xwrd 
Pretddent Kathleen Straus, D-Detrai&.. 
-We CIII\ create more until wre sure the 

:;=l:vdo~~~~th~
doing M:) well on 8tate testa.." 
C1iot.on is asking Congreea to double ; 

startup money fix' charter echoola to $100 
milliOil next year 80 there can be 3,000 
ofUIe alternative, independent pubQc 
scboo1a by the turn ofthe century. MidIi­
san. wbieh hal 77 charter echools 8iI!I'Y-

City AirpOrt.c:r'atklawmakers to continue to oppc.e
GOp.-.na to I'8IDOft die limit OIl the 

They got it," the president said. ..'~ .n~ ofcbartIIr ICboGII ill Michipn 
. Michigan leaders ofboth poIitical pII'-" c.' .....1;'. tbefr ~ The ~ 
ties agreed with Clinoon's call for es:pand-. .cIenta ..mirc OIl IbaI,~.. saiel. . 
eel national testing of reading in fourth ~:-" '~ .•, fJIm.....~.... illIo iii· , 
grade and math in eighth grade. But thIIt,·· _, .........._~c.a. 

interpreted h;iecomments on cb.a.rte~~~'!!!'.!"'Ia~·~';;'f}:. ., . 
schools very dHferently. .• ':,~", 11............t .... locsI __ 
,Republicans said Clintml was 1UJiDi<l )mmiliilllboaW. cIemUd.more efdllir 

legislatora to lift the limit on ~ ;,.,..BUt n...:a.. iafapM.ed am.. 
schools, currently at 100. The 8tate S!IIi- {)On-. nmarb U IUppon for atue­
ate on Wednesday voted 00 do just that:; ncpredan....wbidl they suppart. 

"The president bas given all ofus tbe-:SSU-D..wnta aped to p8U a maD­
opportunity for more charter schools .. ' latetfclJloe:cu.mcu11l11l as toon as!ItI!B 
more and bolder choicee for kids and par;-~" 'week. ....~.;:.:.'" :. " ' 
ents, - said state school board 1DeJDb8t.: '. . " :i ! ..:. ,', ,'" , 

Clark Durant, R-Gl'088& Pointe, who sUI' : ~iotitI".,~~ lids J'I1.lOf'L 

I .! ~ ~.' 'l " .' 
--------------------------------------------------_..---~----------------------- ;, . , ,--~--------
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,I 


I 


http:iafapM.ed
http:GOp.-.na
http:C1iot.on
http:ehart.er


~e,T11.Q'T F~.:~ E nt£:; ~ \c
I . . ~"'1- C; "7 <..to,," 1.. ) 

I Clinton· is a· big. hit 
I 

State legislatol:s applaud his callfor acadenu'c standards 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

By CHRIS CHRISTOFF ...-hll h" said ,h,)uld work but also ...-:<'t m.lre ~LINTON SUGGESTS
I ,\.'i0 TR:\CY V,\.'i ~OORLEHE:II .(!',w~rn;n..nt h,>lp in lindin" )"\)$. "' 

"E,'"ry .,tale r;1U;1 put pf)lilical difiprenrt', • EVt'ry child ;;hoold read by fourth grace 
L\.'i~ISG - Presidt'nt Bill (linton no Thtl~dav a,ide. wnrk in a bipani;an fa$hion. r..:'1 our and do basic math and algebra by !'ighth 

U. Go\'. Connit> Binsfeld. rear, looks on Thursday as Pl't'Sident 8iU Clinton and Gov. John Engleradmire state seals on the slate House ceiling. 

I 
'.:rg,'rl iaw:nakers {O put a,id,- politic'al tli: i.'r.:rK"~ 
I,) mah ,;chool, !::~t1t'r by d~mandin" hi(!'h"r

i a,ademi<, <taodards, ' 
i In a spt'ech enthusia.ucauy applaud"d by tht! 

Legislatur~ in a ~Jint st'$sion at the Capitol. Clint,>nI 5Oughllo make educ'alion a high·prolile i,.,;ut' Ih;lt ..ill nOI only be his hallmark, but overshadow .1 

polilicallandscape dominat"d by .-ampaign,rinal1c'c· 
. ><:andals led bv Clinton's use uf thoo Whil,. H"u,;~I I 

I to re"A'ard big donors, 

I 
He head\' promoted national t(,5ting for iounh, 

and eighth'\!!'ld<,n;, Ht" repeatt'd hiHall for 3.'K~J 
charter sch,,~ls nationv.ide. more ied"ral fund~ to 

I 

ke.c-p scho<)i,. opt'n later and giving par~nb Ill(,r.­

(hoke (}j whfre to send thdr rhildrt>n til Sl'hotll. 


. Ht' ;;aid ~o\'t'rnment has a duty to raist: "X\Jt'l" 

talions of ;.cnoofs, and afro Of. "'t'lfare rt'cipit'nI~, 


childr..n in th!' <;,me ri~orou" W3".- (!inton <aid. 
.twict' adding J lin.. from his Slatt' ,,( tht' L' nion 
addn';~: -[,,,,ilk; ,h"uld "hlP at tht' <l·h"olhou,.. 
d,xlr. ­

Clinton >aid if some studpnts struggl;, at first it 
:,h(}ulrin'l rt';;ult in I()werin~ test standards. 

"\\1I"n Wt' ';Pt' pt'1}ple in difficult circum­
<tanct'S. ;onwtimes llut of the goodne;;, Of our 
h..art. Wt I'Xf'fri:'e our compassion by ~xpecting 
h:, <li Ih~ll1 \nd 'Ae are sdlin)/ (ht'lr future nght 
UI/\4'O dk dr:lin t:'\'en' time. h~ ~id. 

ThaI lin.. nrllllgh't tht' 1101)' ,;tanding (}vation of 
Ih" :'pt'~ch ir11[J1 Ih",e :;,;,emblt>d to h"ar th.. lirst 
pP'''id"ntial a.ldrp'ls in the Legislatllr .. in 90 years, 

"En'r:.budy !{ot on their fet't b",,3USt' in tht:'ir 

grad~. . 
• r"iur.tarv nationallt"Sts 10 a,;~s hOI,.. 
~Iudenl:' m~ellhe g:oaJs. 
• In(Teasing bv tenfold the number 01 
charIer ;chools by 2000. :'.!ichigan ha5 :~. 
• L'sing federal grants to get ellery 
classroom and library on !he Internet by 
2000, ;\Iichigan recently received an &;.'" 
million grant for technology upgrades and 
training. 

. •. tns°d 
I e: 

ARRAHGlNC FOR MOil( Michigan ~Iudt'nl, 1" 
takt' a nationalt":'t might not be eas)'. ti.\. 

CUHTOIt'S VISIT to tht' ( apilol was a politicJI 
lo\'e:in, sa~', Hugh McDiarmid, ri:\. 

I 

I 
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.JOllY Askew 
• fIigbIand Park 

bopedcoaee 
Clintoa. "We 
have somedIing 
in C01IlJItOIl. 4. .. 

I'mtbe 
presideDt ofmy 
schooL· 

STEPI1-'NIE SINCLAIR/DetrOIt Free Press 

Clinton seeks academic standards 

CUN'roN, from page.lA 

heart of hearts. that's correct.· said 
House· Minority Leader Ken Sik: 
kema, R~randvine, Sikkema praised 
the speech as a special event that 
couJd bring both parties together to 
improve schools. 

Former Gov. James Blanchard 
said Clinton wants to be the president· 
who improved education as the na­
tion heads into the 21st Century. 

*1 mow this guy. He's DOt content 
With being president." Blanchard 
said. ·H~ wants to be governor of 
America as well. He was governor of 
Michigan for a day· and Gov. John 
Engler "was lieutenant gom'llorfor a 

.day." 
Clinton. also made several key 

statements about welfare. 
He called for giving tax credits of. 

up to 50 percent of a welfare recipi­
ent's salary, up to $l().OO) a year. for 
businesses that hire them.. 

He also said he wiD push to repeaJ 
a portion of \he reforms he signed 
last yettr that deny aid to legal immi­
grants. " 

"'This is a great nation of immi· 
grants: he said. "I think this is 
unworthy of us and rm going to try to 
change it..' 

His speech prompted "as big a 
love-fest as you'D see around here for 
along time: said House Floor Leader 
Pat Gagliardi. D-Drummood Island. 
"Some of the Republicans tried to teU 
me he sounded like a Republican. I 
told them they're sounding more and 
more Democratic." 

Even Rep. Shirley Johnson. R· 
Royal Oak. who'd snarled earlier in 
the week about the Clinton visit. 
saying how how much she disliked 
him. stood and applauded 3Ild said 
afterward, "t do not disa&ree at all." 

Engler. who was among a dozen 
or so Michigan officials who flew 

from Washington, D.C., with Clinton 
aboard Air Force One. called the 45­
minute address "a tremendous 
speech" that endorsed many of 
Engler's own ideas. including charter 
schools and broader use of the Na­
tional Assessment of Education Prog· 
reSs test. which Clinton promoted. 

But amid the talk of cooperation. 
partisan political differences erupted 
after Clinton posed for photos and 
flew back to Washington. Democrats 
and Republicans used selected por· 
tions of the speech to point fingers at 
one another. 
• Sikluima. Engler and other ~epub-
Iicans challenged House Democrats 
not to oppose lifting th.e cap on 

. charter schools allowed in Michigan 
- a limit Democrats have called 
necessary to avoid opening shoddy 
schools. In his speech. Clinton said 
charter liChools should stay open only 
if they do a good job. 

"What's the argument. the presi­
dent's wrong, too?" Engler said, add­
ing that Clinton's ~h would make 
it harder for Democrats to oppose 
unlimited charter schools in Michi· 
gan. 

Democrats said charter schools 
.should have strict standards before 
they're allowed to proliferate - stan­
dards they said the president surely 
would agree with. 
• Democrats said Clinton's speech 
proves the need for a mandated core 
curriculum. Senate Majority Leader 
Dick Posthumus. R·Alto, said if that 
ever comes to the Senate, "it's dead 
on arrival." 

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port Huron. 
a leading GOP voice for public 
schools, said: "For Michigan, this was 
a Republican speech. Michigan J)em. 
ocrats are more liberal and union-
oriented than in other states.• 

The speech seemed to offer some­
thing for just about everyone. It was 

upbeat and chatty. holding the 400 
lawmakers. lobbyists, judges and oth­
er dignitaries rapt. 

Clinton dwelled on the signifi­
canee of the last presidential visit to 
the Capitol in 1907, when President 
Theodore Roosevelt ca.me by train to 
an effusive welcome. Now as then. 
Clinton said. the nation is in a time of 
peace and prosperity that beckons for 
new ideas rather than complacen<."y. 

Clinton devoted a good portion of 
his speech to promoting naliOllal 
tests to measure f'ourth.graders'n:3d­
ing ability and eight.h-graders' math 
skills. .. • 

While most Michigan educatOrs 
applauded voluntary national'!Ita.Q­
dards. some questioned the ~·for 
additional testing. • ' . 

"I have three children. Dot need 
them to take a national test to see if 
they can read? No. Any observant 
parent already knows that.· said Gary 

.	Wolfram, a Republican member of 
the State Board of Education. . 
. Wolfram said Clinton'. l().point 

education plan sc>unds reasonable. 
but is a recipe fot growinj' federal 
intrusion. ' . 

But Kath1een Straus, president of 
the state board, said voluntary'stan­
dards are harmless. "We are one 
country: she said. "The standards 
are voluntary. and if we don't like 
what's going on. we can do some-: 
thing about it" 

Even if politicians can leave poli- , 
tics "at the schoolhouse door: that 
doesn't mean' national testing will 
improve education, some educators 
said. . 

Robert West. a testing consultant 
for the Macomb Intennediate School 

. 	District. said there has been no re­
search into whether Michigan's own 
statewide tests "can .predict a stu­
dent's success on the job or in col· 
lege." ' . 
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National

'. 
 'testIng 

plan hit 

by critics 

Engler says state's students 
will fake Clinton-proposed 
test next schoolyear. , 

BY KAREN SCHULZ 
GAZETTE LANSING BUREAU 

LANSING - President Bill 
Clinton's call for national testing 
and Gov. John Engler's offer to 
accept the c;hallenge come at a time 
when tempers are hot in Michigan 
over standardized testing. 

In his speech Thursday to a joint 
session of the Michigan Legisla· 
ture. Clinton thanked Engler for 
offering Michigan as a pilot state , 
for a national achievement test. 
The tests' would be VOIWltary, but 
Clinton wants to make them all but 
impossible for states to resist offer-, 
ing, ' 

"J want to create a climate in 
which no one can say no, in which 
(the test is) volWltary but you are 
ashamed if you don't give your 
kids the chance to do this." Clinton 
told the audience jammed into the 
House' cham bers, 

But Air Force One hadn't taken 
off at Capitol City Airport when 
critics started complaining. 

"00 1 need national tests to tell 
me how my kids are doing?" said 
Gary Wolfram, a Republican State 
Board of Education member. "Why 
do 1need to compare my kid? I, as a 
parent. will decide what my child 
ought to learn." 

House Minority Leader Ken 
Sikkema, R-Grandville, added, "I 
don't want to see a massive change 
of national government in educa­
tion." 

In remarks preceding Clinton's 
speech. Engler stressed the need 

Please see CLINTON, A2 

AI.. GOLOIS I GAZETTE NEWS SERVICE 

President Clinton addresses a joint session of the Michigan Legislature Thursday at the State Capitol. 
Seated at the right is Gov. John Engler. 
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CLINTON 

from PageA1 

for high· standards. He said 
Michigan students would take a 
national test beginning with the 
1997·98 school year. 

"Where our children are con· 
cerned, our search is not for a strict· 
ly Republican solution or a strictly 
Democratic. solution, but· an 
American solution," Engler said 

Not all children will succeed 
when talting the tests, but lowering 
standards doesn't help anyone, 
Clinton said. 

"When we see people in difficult 
. circwnstances, sOmetimes out of 
the goodness of our heart we exer· 
cise our compassion by expecting 
less of them," Clinton said. '~d 
we are selling their future right 
down the drain every time we do 
it" -. 

Testing controversial 
Clinton's visit comes at a time 

when testing is a sore spot for many 
in the Michigan education commu· 
nit)( For example: 

• Less than half of the Michigan 
high school juniors who took the 
n.rst High School Proflciency Tests 
last year earned protlcient scores. 

• Results of the Michigan 

Educational Assessment Program 
tests last fall show that 60 percent 
or less of fourth· and seventh· 
graders earned satisfactory scores 
in math and reading. 

Fearing failure, parents of some 
children have waived their chil· 
dren from taking the tests. Some 
Jawmakers are talking about tight· 
ening the conditions under which 
students can be excused. 

Engler also wants the state to 
take over any school where 00 per· 
cent of students fail the High 
School ProfIciency Test, or where 
dropout rates exceed ~ percent 
The plan would requJre leglsJative 
approval 

A measure of success-
Tough standards and· rigorous 

testing will measure not only stu· 
dent success. but state success. 
many believe. . .. 

"The real reason for the testing is 
to have some test of accountabili· 
ty," said Sen. Majority Leader Dick 
Posthumus, R·Alto. "If we have no 
tests of accountability, we don't 
know the schools are worldng." 

For many, a llUijor obstacle Is 
deciding what percentage of stu· 
dents should pass the HJ,gh School 
Proilciency Test Should the test be 
a mark. of achievement for an stu· 
dents, or simply designate varying 

'-. 

levels of achievement? 

. "We're not writing a test where 

all students will pass, so what per· 

cent do we want to have an 

endorsed diploma for the state 

endorsement to have some mean· 

ing?" said Rep. Glenn Oxender, R­

StUrgis. 

Voluntary tests 
Clinton said the U.S. Department 

of Education will support the 
development of new voluntary 
tests for fourth-grade reading and 
eighth·grade math. 

Engler suggested that the test 
questions be incorporated into 
existing state tests, including the 
MEAP. . 

"I think it's great we hilve so 
. much emphasis on education," 
said Kathleen Straus, Democratic 
president of the -State Board of 
Education, but she ~id she's not 
sure that more testing is the 
answer. 

Multiple efforts are under way in 
the LegisJature and state board to 
review the tests or delay adminis­
tration of future tests. 

MA lot of people have ~d the 
. (high school) tests were designed to 
show that public schools were fail· 
ing. " Straus said Instead, she said. 
their· Pufpose shoUld be to point 
out where students need help. 
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President gives 
I lesson unlearned 

..... The Ltgislilture quicklyI jorgets Clinton:r messoge on 
school reform -'assuming itI ever sunk in. 

, , :', . . 

I 
 . Washin~on.bound BiU Cb.nton was· 

back on Air Force One teWrlgreporters

, ,'that his plea for Michigan lilWmakers to 

set aside party differences and work 


, together on school reform had sunk in. 

"They got it," said the chief repairer ofI . the breach. . , 

I 
,Hardly. 

, . Clinton hadn't even left the Capitol 
when his call for bipartisan
problem·solving was drowned out by 
more of the same partisan bickering and 
finger·pointing.

I .' Lost was the essence of Clinton's 
message: We are selling a scandalous 
J\Umber of children down the river 
~CQU~ we can't teach them to read or 
compute. We've been doing it for years,
and without major change, we'll do it for 
years to come. 

The president came to the Michigan
Legislature and suggested that unless 
lawmakers agree on a course for 
education reform, nothing will change. 

I 
Republicans and Democrats retreated 

to their old scripted arguments about 
why the other side doesn't care one whit 

I 
about those kids. \Vhich, of course, is an 
obvious sign that neither side much does. 
Democrats were fretting that Clinton had 
endorsed the only substantive~Aool idea 
on the Republican plate....: <;harter 
schools. , , :;""', 

I 

I 

I 
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Itt~ 01'11, an experiment 

~: Hysteria over the alternative public

schools consumes Democratic' .. 

lawmakers. Their claim that charter 

schools pose a financial threat to public

education is just as baseless as .... . 

Republicaifdaims that the ~hoors 

represent revolutiop. ' . . .• 


Charter schools in Michigan have 

12,000 students. vs. the puQUc. s~bools' 

1.6 million. The academies are an 

experim'~t that may leadto.,broader

change ~ maybe not. ' ' 

, Democrats can't abide Clinton's' 

endorsement of cbarter sc~.and . 

resented;hearing It'from hiiTt6ecaUSe it's 

favorable to Gov. John Erigler, the 

charter school champion. 


, Senate Republicans who applauded 

Clinton's speech wasted little time in ' 

declaring that one key Democratic 

initiative wasn't even worth 

consideration. House Democrats next 

week wUllikely pass a bill that mandates 

the development of a statewide core 

curriculum, a model outline of basics that 

schOols would be required to follow. 

" At a press conference after the speech, 

~enate Republicans, who believe the 

state has little business telling schools ' 

how to function on day to day, said don't 

bother. The bill is "dead on arrival." 

Topping it all off, Democrats who control 

the state Board of Education marched 

irito court Thursday afternoon to 

challenge Engler's peculiar brand of 

bipartisan problem-solving. After years of 

Republican board control ended with the 

November election, Engler decided the 

panel had too much power. So he . 

stripped it. For the moment, an Ingham

County judge has ruled he exceeded his 

authority. " 

It's 'all so small and petty, a chattering 
chorus that made the sincerity of 

, Clinton's speech resonate all the more. 

Back to baSics, guys 
At the root of all this is government's


role in guaranteeing basic human rights. 

One of the chief arguments a~ainst 


human cloning is that every individual 

has a right to his own genetic identity.


Yet decades pass and the right of 

thousands of Michigan children to 

develop emotionally..ana intellectually 

goes unacknowledged. They're , 

ill·prepared to start in schools that are 

iIl·equipped to help them make up 


, ground lost during their earlyrars.
After they are pushed out 0 


elementary school ,without basic skills, 

they are lost for good. 


So until the politicians in both parties 

"get it" and treat this stuff as the deep 

and complex issue it is, the kids who 

have already been lost -:- and those being

lost today - won't be the last. 


"I 
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EDITORIALS 


Let school board 

-rule sta·te schools 


President William Jefferson Clinton came to 
Michigan Thursday to speak to the state Legis­
lature about the need for standardS and national 
testing for schools. Gov. John' Engler indicated 
Michigan could do the latter by inserting questions 
from the national test into the existing Michigan··' 
Education Assessment Program. (MEAP) tests 
given to fourth- through eighth~graders. 

'Engler will probably do this by executive order. 
He seems to think that where state schools are 
concerned, his word is akin to God's.. 

There's 'no doubt the governor is p~ssionate 
about schools and education. And whi1e~ his pas­
sions may run counter to the plans of the MiChigan , 
Education'Association, its teachers and eve~'many . 
local school board members, you can't fault the 
,man for feeling so strongly about education. Our 
state'would be a lot better off if more of its leaders' 
had the same passion for education. . 
. Unfortumitely, Engler's passion lately .has 
gotten in the . way of good . common sense. He's 
decided .to sidestep the elected' state ,board, of. 
education in order. to impose his own will upon the' 
state's education system. It doesn't matter if wh~t 
Engler wants to do with-" education is right ~r 
wrong, the method he's lising is wrong. . '­

We elect officials to do. a job. The sUite school 
board was elected to oversee the state's schools.', 
Engler was < elected to be governor. As elected' 

. officials" the governor and the, members' of the 
board are expected to do their jobs and get along, 
even when they dis~gree. At no time is the school 
board supposed to issue commands about how to 

.fix the roads, for instance, even though the state of 
Michigan's roads plays a role in education simply 
by determining' if kids can even get to school. By 
the same token, Engler wasn't elected head of the 
school board too.. He's the' governor . They're the 
school board. He can't just take their ppwer and 
. resppnsibilities, away with the stroke of a pen. . . 

. If Engler truly wants to be a force for change in . 
education, better he do it within the confines of the. 
law and while respecting other .elected officials. ' 
The last thing he needs to do is lose all credibility 
by trying to become the school bully' or a tyrant. 

. Besides, any change will be more pahitable if it is 
generated by the bi-partisan government ~han if, i~ 
is delivered from high by the governor: t, ,"".1:: 

. • < , 

~, 
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Education underscores Clinton's.address 

BV JESSI DE LA CRUZ 
SIAJE N€ws STAff WRITER 

LANSING Following 
President Clinton's Thur.sday· 
address hefore the state House and 
Senate, hoth GOP and Democratic 
stat'e lawmakers are praising the 
president's agendll on education 
and welfare reform .. 

Clinton's speech to a joint ses­
sion of the Legislature emphasized 
the importance of improving edu­
cation nlltinnally and also touched 
on welfare reform. Clinton is the 
first president 10 address the twn 
hodies since 1907 when President 
Theodore Roosevelt spoke to law­
makers. 

Charter schools, Internet knowl­
edge and increasing parental 
involvement in children's educa­
tion also are issues Clinton dis­
cussed. 

Although Clinton received spo­
radic 'applause throughout his 
speech, both Democrats a.nd 
Republicans gave Clinton a stand­
ing Ilvalion when he ·talked about· 
having hipartisan' effort on educa­
tion issues. 

. "Politics should stop at the 
schoolhouse door," he said. 
"Sometimes we show (ehildren) 
our compassion by expecting less 
of them and we are selling their 
future right down the drain." 

ClinlIIn emphasir.edlhat the 

country is in a "rare time" for 
making changes in education and 
welfare refonn. 

"We have an even greater 
opportunity and a greater responsi­
bility," he said. "If we seize the 
,opportunities now,'there's no 
telling what could happen." , 

Rep. Laura Baird, D-Okemos, 
said she was pleased with 
Clinton's speech; 

"I like this president very 
much," she said. "He's very prac­
tical." ' 

Baird said Clinton delivered a 
bipartisan speech and was glad he 
talked about making charier 
schools accountable and making 
sure jobs are available for people 
who pull themselves off of weL­
fare. . 
. "Those are two keys elements 

missing from (Gov. John) Engler's 
agenda," Baird said. 

House Minority Leader Ken 
Sikkema, R-GrandviIle, agreed 
that Clinton put party politics 
aside in his speech. 

"It was not' only bipartisan, but 
almost nonpartisan," he said. 

Clinton called for tough stan 
dards, accountability and more 
options and Oeltibility at the local 
level. in terms of education. 
Sikkema said the Legislature and 
Clinton are on the same mind set 
on that issue. 

"Education is primarily a state 

State News/EUZABETH CONLEY 
President 8111 Clinton waves before speaking Thursday to a JoInt-session of the stale legIslature duJ1ng his 
visit to Lansing. Clinton focused hIs speech on educatton. 

and local maller," he said. Clinton fur his bipartisan ·speech. refocus their efforts hased on what 
"(Clinton) .recognizes these issucs ·he said House Democrats should their president told them today," 
have to he done at a IIIt:al level." heed Clinton's message. Sikkcma said. "It is their president 

Although Sikkelll,' praised "The lIouse IkllHlcrnts need to that laid out that agenda." ' 

-,_.- .. ­


