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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Speaker Curtis Hertel

Thursday, March 6, 1997 , ‘ . . (517) 373-1983 .

HERTEL PRAISES PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO LEGISLATURE;
SAYS HOUSE IS READY TO “CONTINUE THE WORK WE STARTED”

LANSING -- Pralsmg President Bill Clmton as “a man of vision and hope who respects
the challenges states face” in improving educanon and reforming welfare, House Speaker Curtis
Hcrtel D- Detrmt) said today he would comnut the next 50 days of the legislative session to

improving public cducatlon in Michigan and expandmg opportumtles for college education.

“The President respects the challenges faced by state government, because he came from |

state government,” Hertel said. “He knows’ the challenges working families face, because he

came from one. He is a man of vision and hope, who is a genuine partner in our effort to help

Mlchlgan s families build a secure future.”

Hertel accompamed the President back to Washington aboard All' Force One. Tomorrow, .
the Speaker will attend Vice President Al que s appearance before the National Conferenc¢ of

State Legislatures’ meeting in Washington.
The Michigan House of Representatives already has passed several bills to ease the.

transition of welfare recipients into the workforce. Now, Hertel said, the House will turn its

attention to improving K-12 education and helping ease the financial burden of families paying

for college. |

“We will'c'or‘l‘t_inue the work we started during these first 37 days to help move people into
permanent jobs that keep therri off welfare,” Hertel said, “and commit thev coming weeks to
passing legislation to restore academic standards to our classrooms, improve early éducation and

make it more affordable for families to pziy college tuition.”

-MORE-
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Earlier this session, the House passed Democratic legislation to increase the state minimum-
wage to $5.15 per hour on September 1; create a $5,000 per child tax deduction for child care for:

working families; and create a new state Earned Income Tax Credit for lower-income working

~ families. All three bills are essermal elements of welfare reform Her!:el said, because they help

people find employrnent and stay ernployed

Over the coming weeks, House Democrats will look to pass leglslauon to provide
incentives to school districts to reinstate core curriculum academic standards in math, reading,
science, writing and social studies; improve early education by lirxiiting class size and providing

all-day kindergarten in some at-risk school districts throughout the state; and expand the state’s

~ college tuition tax credit from $250 to $500, and make more families eligible to receive it.

“President Clinton came to Michigan, pointed to the future, and asked us to help him take

- America there,” Hertel said. “The President’s vision of the future is one where every child

attends a quality school that meets the hxghest standards, where every student can afford to attend
college and where welfare reform lifts people up, rather than keepmg them down. That S what

House Demo;rats have been fighting for here in Mlchlgan.
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Rep. James Agee
-~ (517) 373-2646

HOUSE COMMITTEE ENDORSES EDUCATION STANDARDS

~ On Eve of Presidential Address, House Democrats Underscore Importance

of Academic Standards for Michigan’s Schools

LANSING -- One day before President Clinton is expected to make education standards

a cornerstone of his address to the Michigan Legislature, the House Education Committee voted

- on a bi-partisan basis today to report a bill restoring content standards in math, science, reading,

. writing and social studies to Michigan’s puoiic schools.

“An overwhelming majority of Michigan's parents want academic standards in their
children’s schools,” said House Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-Detroit). “House Democrats are

working to guarantee an education for Michigan’s children which is second to none in the nation.”

A recent poll of parents conducted by the State Board of Education, the Michigan Chamber-

of Commerce and leading business groups found that 87 percent of respondents favored content

standards for schools. Pollmg conducted Feb. 17-20 by EPIC/MRA found that only 1 percent of
respondents did not want content standards in Michigan’s classrooms.

“Content standards reflect the basics students need to know to be successful beyond hngh

school,” said House Educatlon Cormmttee Chair Sharon Gire (D-Clinton Township). “You can’t

guarantee educational quality for children if there are no standards in our publie schools.”

-MORE-
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The legrslatlon sponsored by Rep. James Aaee (D~\duskeeon) establrshes incentives for :
schools to adopt the core curriculum standards developed by the Board of Educatron as part of the
school reforms of 1993 Those rrgoreus standards. which were nev er requrred to be implemented.
were the model for Mlchrgan s high school proficiency tests. Last vear's proficiency test results
revealed that large numbers of hreh school juniors across the state were failing to learn the basic
educauonal concepts reflected in the tests. “ ' | |

“The results of the proﬁcrency test cry out for’ standards Gire said. “When 68 percent

of high school jumors aren’t proficient in scrence and 66 percent aren’t proficient in writing. we

know they are not learmng the concepts they need to succeed beyond thh sehool Standards must
be implemented to unprove this performance ‘
“Standardized tests, by their very deﬁmnon should reflect the success or failure of

educational standards,” Agee said. “~In this state, we have testing, but no. standards to guide

~ schools and students along the way. Content standards guarantee educatronal qualrty and ensure

that all students recerve the core knowledge to be able to compete, both on the tests and in life.”
Agee’s legislation is one of 12 rmnatwes House Democrats have pledged to pass durmg
the t'rrst 90 days of the legrslanve session. »
“Presrdent Clmton has endorsed rigorous educauonal standards as the best way 0 prepare
today’s children for tomorrow’s hlgh -tech jobs,” Hertel sard “We are proud to work hand -in-

hand with the President to provrde the best education in the world to Michigan’s students.”
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SPEAKER OF THEl HOUSE

Michigan House of Representatives

_Curtfs Hertel . : | : o State Capitol Building
2nd District . . . , Lansing, Michigan 48913
' : Phone: (517) 373-1983
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT Speaker Curtis Hertel
Wednesday, March 5, 1997 ' (517) 373-1983

HOUSE SPEAKER: CHARTER SCHOOLS MUST COMPLEMENT,
- NOT COMPETE WITH PUBLIC SCHOOLS

LANSING -- House Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-Detroit) released a letter today sent to U. S
- Secretary of Education Richard Riley in February, vm_emg his support for President Clinton’s
~ education goals and explaining what he perceived to be the differences between the President’s -
. 'vision of charter schools and that vgnich has been promoted by conservative education reforrners , E
in Mlchlgan _ '
~ “House Democrats have always stood ﬁrmly behmd our public schools,” Hertel said.
“We have supported the concept of charter schools in the past, and still do, as long as they do not
Jeopardlze the public education system.”
President Clinton unveiled his education agenda, including charter schools, in his State of
“the Union address in January. The President’s education plan strongly supports public schools
and calls for teacher certification and a required core curriculum of academic standards.
“The President proposes charter schools only as a part of a broad-based program to
strengthen public education, » Hertel said. “We stand firmly behind his agenda, and are ready to
move forward with academic content standards and teacher certiﬁcation, both of which the

President has endorsed.”
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SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

. ' ' ‘ - : Michigan House of Represematives
CUI’tlS Hcrtel . . State Capitol Building

2nd District , ‘ .. Lansing Michigan 43913

Phone: (517)373-1983

February '19, 1997

Mr. Richard Riley
Secretary of Education
600 Independence, SW
‘Washington D.C. 20202

Dear Secretary Riley:

As Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatwes I am wrmng on behalf of the House
Democratic Caucus in support of the Pres1dent s education agenda.

“In his 1997 State of the Union address, President Clinton articulated a ten point plan designed to
-support the nation’s public schools. Many of the issues contained in the President’s agenda are

~also a priority for the new House Democratic Majority. - Our caucus has worked to provide
Michigan students with a quality education by supporting a mandatory core curriculum, teacher
certification, advanced education tax incentives and adequate funding for our schools. However,
one of the major battle grounds currently in our state is over the issue of charter schools.

However the current deﬁmtlon of charter schools in Michigan is problematic and we have seen
evidence of decreased test scores and student failure. With the absence of a mandated core
# . curriculum, and certified teachers, our charter schools have been a disappointment.

The President’s charter school proposal combines all of the necessary elements to make them a

success while strengthening our public schools. As I am sure you are aware, Michigan House

Democrats have opposed the charter school initiative as instituted by Governor John Engler here

in Michigan. In his 1997 State of the State address, Governor Engler declared his alliance with

the: President over this issue. It is our understanding that. the charter schools proposed by the
. President are radically different than the Michigan system.

The President’s charter school proposal, in conjunction with a mandated core curriculum and
increased teacher certification, will empower American families and teachers to work for a
stronger public school system. The Michigan model of charter schools does not call for the
necessary tools to ensure a quality educanon for all students.

- - - e
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The charter school definition in chhlgan has enabled the Governor to create a system that
“competes with pubhc schools for funding and allows private schools an opportunity to collect
Michigan tax dollars. Michigan’s state law allows for the conversion of private students to public
schools while at the same time placing a cap on the amount of fundmg a district can receive. As
a result, many of our public schools are struggling with lower funding on an already limited
budget. Iurge your Department, as well as the President, to look at the mistakes of the chhxgan :
system as you develop a funding plan for the charter school proposal.

As always, do not hesitate to contact my office if you require assistance in ahy way.

Curtis Hertel
Speaker of the House
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Curtis Hertel : . . D " State Capitol Building
2nd District : ‘ » : . Lansing, Michigan 48913
' ’ L Phone: (517) 373-1983
ijom Andi Brancato, Director of Media Relations '
‘Office of the Speaker

Phone: (517) 373-5745
Date: March 4, 1997
INFORMATION REGARDING CREDENTIALS FOR PRESIDENT CLINT ON’S VISIT

- Reporters, photographers, TV and radio stations wishing credentials for' President
Clinton’s address Thursday are asked to call (517) 373-5745 to request credentials. Media will
need to provide name, organization, title (photographer, reporter, etc.), social security number
and date of birth. Media will be able to pick up credentials on site at the west entrance of the State
Capitol by showing valid photo and press identification. CREDENTIAL REQUESTS MUST BE
SUBMI'I'I‘ED BY THE END OF THE BUSINESS DAY ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5.

NOTE: MEDIA AT THE AIRPORT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCESS THE CAPITOL FOR
THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

The following information outlines the schedule for President Clinton’s visit to Lansing:
Thursday, March 6, 1997:

10:15 a.m.  President arrives at Capltal Cxty Aerort General Av:anon Terminal,

Lansing, MI
- OPEN PRESS '

NOTE: THERE WILL BE A PHOTO OPPORTUNITY WITH THE PRESIDENT
‘ AND AREA SCHOOL CHILDREN.
Press entrance: General Aviation Termmal Lobby
Pre-Set: 7-8 a.m. for trucks/cabling
Final access: 9:30-10 a.m.
NOTE: YOU MUST BE IN THE DESIGNATED PRESS LOCATION BY 10
a.m.

11 am. President addresses joint session of the Michigan I_cglslature in House

' ' Chambers, State Capitol

Due to space constraints, there will be a L]MITED NUMBER of seats available
in thc House gallery A media overflow/pool feed room will be located on the ground floor in the
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STATE SIE NATOR IDiannae 13yrun
P. O. Box 30036 - Lansing, Michigan 489097536 - (517) 373-1734 - PAX (517) 373-5397

March 5, 1997 :
CONTACT: Dianne Byrum or
Larry Steckelberg (517) 373-1734

News Alert
Teachers Respond to President Clinton’s Speech

(LAN SING)---State Senator Dianne Byrum (D-bnogdaga) and the Lansing Schooié
Education Associatién will host a forum to view a vide,ot.ﬁpe of President Clinton’s speech
to.ﬂ;e Michigan Legislature and to discuss education issues fécing our public séhopls. The
forum will be‘héld this Thursday from 4-5 p&n. in the Everett High School small éudiforium
at 3900 Stabler in Lansing. o

After viewing a tape of thé President’s speeéh, Senatof Byrum will lead a discussion ‘
with Ingham éounty teachers. |

Ed;icators will be available to provide their reaction to the President’s speech.

Individual interviews can be arranged. For further information, contact Senator

* Byrum’s office at 373-1734. -

*EEEE
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.. MICHIGAN FEDERATION
el Eansetenon i . OB TEACHERS &
. mimse®e  SCHOOL RELATED PERSONNEL

American Federation of Teachers ¢ AFL-CIO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE o . ~ MARCH 5, 1897

P Michigan Federation of Teachers & School Related Personnal

Waleomu Preudent Clinton & Acadsmtc Stlndards
R ‘ Pra!tlng President Clinton's call for high academic standards and for testing |
I, methods to determine if these standards are being met, the Michigen Federation of
S Teachers & School Related Personnel weicomes President Bill Clinton to Michigan. The

President is scheduled to address a joint session of the Michigan Logwlutum on March 8.
His spooch will center on academic standards and testing.

“Our national union, the American Federation of Teachers, hae besn the leading
advocate for high national academic standards,” Stated MFT&SRP President Rollle
VHop‘good. "The public has indicated its support of meaningful academic standards for
good reasons. Expect more of tho student and the student will perform better,” remarked

- l R " Hopgood.
E

Hmhacadambmndamnubunﬂnwummndmnwwm
' L - National Pruideqt Al Shanker. In remarks following President Shanker's February 22
, passing, Prusident Clinton praised him for believing “that all chiidren could leam — with
l E high expoctatlom and high standards, high quallty teachlng and high munhhlﬁy

' A “Mrchvgan has skilled toachen and educational wpport personnel. This Is the
l ~ primary reason Michigan acored in the top quarter of students in the National Assessment
S of Education Progress. Mandatory standards would be of significant assistance with the

l E ‘funhor improvemant of public education in Michigan.” ‘

Amand:&owmuﬁcuhmnndhhhacadunnshndmbmamﬂor

l | component of the MFTASRP's Legisiative Agenda. "Wa call for & bi-partisan effort to

' 'renmmtm Michigan's core curticulum and adopt high academic standards snd standards
ofconduct.' noted Hopgood. 'Thoaducahondourmlldmmmtmtboa political issue.”

«nore-
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'KNOLLENBERG TO INTRODUCE HIGHWAY TAX BILL

U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg R- Bloomﬁe d Hills) said Monday he is introducing legislation in Con-
gress to return the 4.3 cent a gallon federal gas tax increase enacted in 1993 to the states. Such a
revenue return would mean as much as $200 million a year to Michigan. :

Meanwhile, Sen. Jim Berryman (D-Adrian) will announce Tuesday he is suing the administration
of Governor John Engler for fallmg to appoint members to a transportation-related commnttee as
requlred by law. . ~

And it was also announced that that planned visit by the governor and the Quadrant leaders to

Washington, D.C., on Wednesday to lobby for more federal funding for roads has been postponed

in ant1c1patnon of President Blll Clinton's. visit to the Legislature on Thursday.

Joined by Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson, Mr. Knollenberg said at a press confer-
ence the tax increase enacted in 1993—as part of Mr. Clinton's deficit reduction plan—had never
gone to highways but only to support other government spending. His proposal would return the
funds to the states in the form of a block grant :

If approved, the proposal could mean up to $2 billion going to the states of which Mlchlgans share
would be $200 million, Mr. Knollenberg said. :

The proposal is similar to M. Engler's call on the federal government to return more funds to the
states, .

At the press conference, Mr. Patterson also saxd he was holding back on his call for a petition drive
to enact a gas tax increase. Initially, Mr. Patterson had said he would start the drive at the De-

‘troit Chamber of Commerce’s Mackinac Island meeting in June if something is not enacted by the.

Legislature, but Monday he said wanted to give more time to the Legislature and Congress to act
on a proposal to put more money to road maintenance.

A petition drive for a gas tax increase would a last resort effort, he s»aid.'
CLINTON VISIT SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY MORNING

President Bill Clinton will address a Jomt session of the Leglslature at 11 am. Thursday, Gover-

nor John Engler’s office announced Monday.

Both the President and Mr. Engler will be mtroduced by Speaker Curtis Hertel (D- Detr(nt) and ‘

Mr. Engler will speak briefly before the President, said John Truscott, Mr. Engler’s commumca

tions chlef

The visit will be very short, just to allow Mr. Clinton to address the Legislature and then return to -
Washington, D.C. No extended private meetings or functlons are planned at this point, Mr. Trus-
cott said. ,

'HOUSE PANEL VOTES TO RES TORE_ ORIGINAL F.O.LA. LANGUAGE

A House panel overwhelmingly approved legislation to replace language that had been my«tén-‘
ously added to a Freedom of Informatlon Act measure in the waning hours of last year’s final ses-
sion night. : :

-The measure (HB 4339), passed by the House Overs:ght and Ethics Comvmzttee on a 13- 0 vote, re-

stored original language that lawmakers thought was on the preamble to the bill when they
passed it on the final night of last year's session. -

©1997, Gongwer News Serviée, Ine , ‘ Page 4
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REPORT NO. 42, VOLUME 36 ' : TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 1997

NORMALLY OPEN CAPITOL MUST ADJ UST TO CLINTON VISIT

Michigan'’s Capitol, normally an open and easily accessible bulldmg. will undergo a transformation.
by Thursday morning in anticipation of President Blll Clinton’s address to a joint session of the
Legislature. :

For one thing, the building will not be open to anyone Thursday morning except legislators, some
regular employees in the building, guests with tickets and news media with credentials. Everyone
except the legislators will have to present photo identification, and everyone will go through a
metal detector. :

Protesters who want, however, will still be able to voice their complaints, but outside, on the east
lawn of the Capitol away from where the President will enter the building on the west side.

The large security requirements that surround a presidential visit dlctate the changes and some
inconveniences that would be ummagmable during a normal business day, or even a regular
ceremonial event such as the governor’s State of the State address.

Mr. Clinton will become the first sitting president in 90 years to address a joint session of the

.Legislature when he speaks on education and welfare reform. His address is schedule to begin at

11 a.m., but the joint session will begin earlier, as the Senate is to be in the House chamber by
10 15 a.m. ‘ :

Premdentxal visits, while exciting for the local population, are also a bit of a headache as roada are

- closed off and access to some points is blocked during the time of the motorcade and the address.

Lansing Police Department officials refuse to say which streets will be blocked off, but did say that
no streets will be blocked off until about 10 a.m. to allow for the normal morning commute into
downtown.

People who park on the street adjacent to the Capitol will have to make other arrangements, how-
ever, as the police will cover all the meters starting Wednesday night.’

Parking wxll be a problem for some legislators and Capltol staff, however, as the north end of the
parking lot behind the Capitol—where House members park—will be closed off. Jerry Lawler of
the Capitol Committee said members will be able to park in the legislative annex across from the
Capitol on Allegan Street. :

A special tent will be erected on the west side of the Capitol for the President to go in and out of
the building. Ever since the assassination attempt on former President Ronald Reagan in 1981,
the U.S. Secret Service requires that either the President be admitted through an underground
entrance or through a tented entrance where the view of him is cut off.

Access to the Capltol from the ofﬁce complex via the pedestrian bridge will be cut off, and several
officials said Secret Service officers along with State Police Capitol Security and Lansing police of-

ficers have been checkmg the rooftops and access points of nelghbormg bulldmgs

" AA MILLER, President * LP. LEE, Vice President/Editor * R}, DRUMHEU.ER,VW,:Pmndem * J.W.LINDSTROM, Scaff Writer * CA.KLAVER, Scaff Writer * S.5. HARMON, Staff Writer

630 Michigan National Tower - Lansing, Michigan 48933 - Telephone: 517.482.3500 - Fax:517.432.4367
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REPORT NO. 43, VOLUME 36 - ~ 'WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 1997 _

SENATE G.0.P. TURNS CLINTON ON TO DEMOCRATS WITH SCHOOL BILL

On the eve of President Bill Clinton’s address to the Legislature, Senate Republicans clasped the
Democratic president to their collective caucus bosom Wednesday as they passed a bill effectively
lifting the cap on the number of charter schools in the state and scorned Democrats for voting
against the bill. ‘

“I'm sorry, Mr. Premdent we tried to roll out the red carpet, but the Democrats wiped their
muddy boots on it,” said Sen. Joanne Emmons (R-Big Rapids) as SB 146 passed on a 20-16 vote.
Sen. Jon Cisky (R-Saginaw) was the only senator to break partlsan ranks in votmg thh the
Democrats against the measure. ‘

- Senate Majority Leader Dick Posthumus (R-Alto) said Mr. Clinton’s support of charter schools

showed the bill was not a partisan issue. “The Democrats are out of step as they try and detract
from an issue we as Repubhcans and President Clinton agree with,” he bold reporters after the
session.

~

Democrats responded that Repubhcans were not backing the kmd .of charter schools that the .

President has supported during his 1996 reQelectlon bid and in his State of the Union speech in
January

Sen. Jim Berryman (D- Adnan) said no one should construe Repubhcani comments as proof the

President would back the measure. The charter schools the presxdent has called for are far more
innovative than those Mlchlgan has permitted.

And Sen. Chris Dmgell (D-Ecorse) said Republicans completely xmssed the pomt of Mr. Clinton's
proposal by refusmg to tie standards to charter schools. “They walk away from standards,” he
said. ‘ »

Ironically, the Senate passed the bill as the Supreme Court considered arguments on whether the |
“initial charter school law passed in 1993 was constitutional. (See related story.)

Under the bill, the current limit on charters which can be issued—100 this year—would not apply
to charter schools created for students with disabilities and other special educational needs, court-

placed at risk students or students with large pockets of poverty. The bill would remove the cap

on charters in districts where there were at least 2,000 students that received free or subsidized
lunches or where 50 percent of the students received free lunches. At least 22 school districts
would fall into that category.

Ms Emmons said the measure would give hope to parents in geographlc districts where they are
not serving their needs.” ‘ ‘

But Sen. Ken DeBeaussaert (D-New Baltimore) charged the bill was being taken up just for the

_President’s visit. The bill was not on the Tuesday agenda of Education Committee and Democrate

did not know it was comxng up for a vote.

AA.MILLER, President * LP.LEE, Vice President/Ediror * RJ. DRUMHELLER, Vice President * | W. LINDSTROM, Seaff Writer * CA. KLAVER, Sraff Writer * S.S. HARMON. Staff Writer

630 Michigan National Tower - Lansing, Michigan 48933 - Telephone:517.482.3500 - Fax:517.482.4367
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Rep. Charles Perricone (R-Kalamazoo) said the Legislature should retain the inflation cap so-it
would have some leverage over universities’ tuition levels.

But Mr. Profit pomted out that tuition is a “function of state appropriations. When appropnanom

~ are madequabe as they have been over the last five years, that drives tuition up.”

* Glenn Stevens, executive director of the' Presidents Council Stabe Universities of Milchigan; sug-

gested that the Legislature install a trigger mechanism for the credit, where a credit would be
trlggered only if the appropriations level was at least at the rate of inflation. Universities already

showed in the last fiscal year that, if provided an increase like the 5 percent increase they recelved :

~last year, they will hold their tuitions down, he added.

GROUPS UNVEIL WHAT THEY WANT CLINTON TO SAY

When he addresses the joint session of the Legnslature Thursday, President Bill Clinton is ex- |

pected to discuss education reforms such as testing standards. Listen to what different groups and
individuals say he should say however, and the president’s address would include that and a few
other topics:

- Mr. Clinton should also talk about vocational-technical education, he should point out how his

proposal for charter schools differs from the state’s version but he should also back ending the cap
on the number of charter schools in Michigan, he should back a mandatory core curriculum, and
he should talk about the devastatmg effect gambling has on America’s youth

He should also know that Sen. Jim Berryman (D- Adman) isn’t skipping the address because he '

doesn’t support the president; he's skipping it because he does support Mr. Clinton and he's angry

- at the Republican agenda on educatlon reform.

In the 24 hours before Mr. Clinton arrives for the ﬁrst address to the Legmlature by a sitting
president in 90 years, a number of groups, legislators and individuals issued their own versions of
what they want the president to address when he speaks from the House podium.

The Michigan Association of Public School,Academiea said Mr. Clinton should endorse removing
the state’s cap on charter schools—set at 100 this year, 125 in 1998 and 150 in 1999—in his ad-

dress. In a statement urging support of SB 146, which did pass the Senate Wednesday, Executive

Director James Goenner said, “Charter schools are creating miracles, but this cap slams the door
in the faces of many more students and parents who want to participate.

“President Clinton challenged every state to give all parents the rlght to choose a charter school
That's all parents not some parents,” Mr. Goenner said.

Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-Detroit) said Michigan should heed Mr. Clinton’s call that charter
schools complement public education, not compete with it. Because the state’s version of charter
schools does not include a mandated core curriculum along with increased teacher certification it

 does not comport, with Mr. Clinton’s view, he saxd

“We have supported the concept of charter schools in the past and Stlll do, as long as they do not
jeopardize the pubhc education system Mr. Hertel sald

The Michigan Federation of Teachers also backed Mr. Clinton’s proposal for a mandatory core cur-
riculum, saying that if the public expects more of students they will perform better. “Michigan has
the skilled teachers and educational support personnel. This is the primary reason Michigan
scored in the top quarter in the National Assessment of Education Progress,” said Rollie Hopgood,

_the state MFT president. “Mandatory standards would be of mgmﬁcant assistance with the fur
ther improvement of public education in Michigan.” _ «

© 1997, Gongwer News Service, Ine _ . Page 5
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* THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1997
CLINTON CALLS FOR EDUCATION UNITY. HIGH STANDARDS

America’s top pnonty must be improving the education of 1t;s children and it is task demandmg
both Democrats and Republicans to come together to achieve, President Bill Clinton told a joint

. session of the Leglslature Thursday.

Leglslators however, while saying they heeded the call for bipartisan unity on education wasted

no time in pointing partisan fingers at one another over which side is failing to meet the challenge
over improving: the schools. While the president was still greeting legislators after his address,
Senate Majority Leader Dick Posthumus (R-Alto) said any Democratically- passed House bill on
mandating a core curriculum would be dead on arrival in the Senate..

And outside where Mr. Posthumus made his remarks, Democrats blasted Repub]xcans for ignoring
many of the points of Mr. Clinton’s speech on imposing standards and makmg sure that educa-
tional reforms were open and available to all students

There was virtual unanimity in enthusiasm for the president’s remarks from lawmakers, with
Sen. Dan DeGrow (R-Port Huron) saying he did not know 1f he should pleased or alarmed that he
agreed so much with Mr. Clinton.

. The president emphasized the need to improve education, but he also renewed his call for private

businesses to hire and train welfare recipients so they can begin to break free of dependency. And
he also called on Congress to amend the recently-enacted welfare reform act to allow legal immi-
grants the right to collect some benefits when they face economic distress.

Gove‘rnorkJohn Engler, in his remarks before the President spoke, echoed the need for bipartisad-
ship in dealing with education. “Our search is not for a strictly Republican solution or a strictly

Democratic solution, but an American solution—a solution that unites rich and poor, parents and

teachers, principals and employers,” Mr. Engler said.

Michigan accepts the challenge to measure its students against the rest of the worl‘d Mr. Engler
said, pledging to make Mr. Clinton's proposal effectwe in the state beginning in 1998.

Mr. Clinton easily drew in the audience durmg his address as he talked about the hmtorlcal pat-

terns of Michigan and his home state of Arkansas that interweaved. He drew comparisons be-
tween his address and the speech of President Theodore Roosevelt in 1907, the last time a presi-
dent made an appearance to a joint session in Michigan. At the 90-year point since that time, he
said the Umted States enjoys a remarkable period of peace and prosperity.

Mr. Clinton warned against complacency in his address, saying that at a time of pmeperlty and no

_other crisis, people often fall into petty blckermg “We cannot afford to do that. We owe some-

thing better to our children. We have been given this unique opportunity” to improve the educa-

‘tion system, Mr. Clinton said, especially when research indicates that the vast majority of jObS in
.the future will require-more skills than the typical K-12 school system teaches. »
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~State Sen. Diane Byrum (D-Lansing), who had met Mr. Clinton on three prior occasions, said she

was no less impressed with a fourth handshake. But she was more impressed with his ablhty to
convey a personal connection during his speech on the House floor.

“To actually be in the same room when he's makmg a presentatxon like he did today, he has a
‘command, an eye contact that locks into you,” she said. “And what he did today, with his body
movement, he delivered his message equally to both sides of the aisle. He is a president that has

phenomenal abilities to connect and to communicate with the American people regardless of their
pohtu:s

Rep. Bill Bobier (R- Heapena) was near- g;ddy after shaking Mr. Clinton’s hand and didn't feel the
need to apologize . Hey. it’s once in a llfetlme thing: What the heck, it's something to talk to my
grandchildren about

If nothing else, Mr. Clinton proved hns reputatlon as a man who can please everyone in his range

of movement. But it was when the two parties began to interpret what he said that the harmony
began to unravel.

- To Republicans, Mr. Clinton’s call for charter schools was a confirmation of their policies and a

green light to lift the state’s cap on charter schools. To Democrats, his call was heavily weighted
with cautions: that charter schools be public and that they continue to undergo public oversight.

Governor John Engler, who arrived with the presndent m Mlchlgan aboard Air Force One, said he
hopes the president’s speech will help usher support for expanded charter schools. But he said it
was also a message demanding all schools do better. “The most spontaneous and most enthusias-
tic reaction was when the presxdent was telling people to be their best.”

Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-Detroit)}—who accepted an unpromptu Clinton offer to ride Air Force
One back to Washington to attend Vice President Al Gore's appearance before a National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures’ meeting—called Mr. Clinton’s speech was a. blueprmt for states to fol-
low into the 21% Century. _

“The president’s version of the futuré is one where every child attends a quality school that meets
the highest standards, where every student can afford to attend college, where welfare reform lifts
people up, rather than keeping them down,” Mr. Hertel said in a prepared statement. “That's
what House Democrats have been ﬁghtmg for here in Mlchxgan

Senate Majomty Leader Dick Posthumus (R-Alto) said Mr. Clinton's remarks made it clear that
“we're headed in the right direction. We need to begin setting standards

Republicans shouted their loudest cheer of approval during a particularly moving moment in Mr.
Clinton'’s speech when he said that “sometimes, out of the goodness of our heart, we exercise our
compassion by expecting less of them. And we are selling their future right down the drain every

time we do it.”

“That \ﬁras the one remark I theught was absolutély dead on—that to me was the key remark of

the speech,” Rep. William Byl (R-Grand Rapids).

“In many respects, he got better response from Republicans than Democrats,” said Rep. Frank
Fitzgerald (R-Grand Ledge) “In his remarks on charter schools, 11; was very quiet on the Demo-
cratic side of the chamber.” :

“If you listened, his whole argument was about pubhc charters, said Rep. Lynne Martinez (D-
Lansing), emphasizing the word public. The argument heard in the Supreme Court this week was

all about whether Michigan's charter schools are trniy public charters, she added. “We're not
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Lawmakers often had the sound of footqoldlers ready to charge up San Juan Hill. “This is the
dawn of a new millenium, said Ms. Byrum. “Youcan feel that anyway by what’s going on (in edu-
cation), but there couldn't be a more important theme in-a call to arms that the president of the

United States should be making.” ‘

Posmbly the harshest Republican assessment came from U S. Rep Pete Hoekstra (R-Holl and) who
praised the president’s ideas but warned that the details of his proposals would spell their success
or failure. He criticized some proposals which he said sounded good, but could actually leave the
states swamped under new federal mandates.

The glow of the president’s visit, however, is likely to rub off soon for some Republicans. Mr. Go-
schka, for one, was not about to be charmed into changing party affiliations. “He’s still the same
man he was when he got here, so [ have the same opinion of him,” he said. :

For some Democrafs the glow will be lifelong. “It was a thrill. No matter how long you've been
around, no matter how jaded you are, the presxdentlal ofﬁce is awesome. and he did a wonderful
job,” Ms. Martmez said.

STAR-STRUCK CAPITOL TRANSFORMED FOR CLINTON VISIT

Bunting and yellow police tape, one half of the Capltol curtained off from public view, rooms shed
of their standard furniture for traveling reporters and star-struck legislators crowding the center
aisle of the House giddy with excitement, and all for one visitor for less than four hours. President
Bill Clinton’s visit and speech to a joint session of the Legislature Thursday caused a rapid trans-
formation of the Capitol and turned normally sophisticated p011t1<:1ans into nervous wrecks.

By sunset Thursday, however the transformatlon had reversed itself, as the bunting was gone, -
the televxslon trucks vanished and Capitol maintenance staff put rooms back to nghts

While Mr Chntons visit did not spark the same hoopla and hysteria that the visit of Pre“qdent

Theodore Roosevelt engendered in the pre-electronic media days of 1907 (when special trains were
chartered to come to Lansing and the president rode to the Capitol in a carriage down Michigan
‘Avenue), it was nonetheless exciting to all who had a chance to participate.

“I can truly say I've seen something here today I've never seen before,” said Michigan AFL:CIO
Lobbyist Tim Hughes who watched the address from the gallery, “And that’s kind of neat. The-
speech itself wasn't much of anythmg new. It was nice having a Democratic speaker introducing

"him.”

Treasurer Doug Roberts sald it was a special day in the Capitol and proudly showed off the multi-
ple copies of the program for the day he had gathered. Plus, he said he and Mr. Clinton shared

_ something in common. “He said he had served with Governor Engler Governor Blanchard and

Governor Milliken. So did I. He hasn't got anything on me.”

Security and protocol preparations for the president’s vnmt had been underway since the address
was announced a week ago. But while some outward trappings—like the bunting on the east en-
trance of the Capitol—were up a little early, it was Wednesday night that the main transforma
tions were completed. v

The north end of the first ﬂoor of the Capltol——where the ofﬁce of Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-
Detroit) is located and where the President waited with Governor John Engler and the legislative
leadership before coming onto the House floor—was curtained off for Security. So too was the
north end of the ground floor and the second floor, all the areas the president would be walking.

A tented entrance was erected on the north end of the Capltol where the pr951dents limousine

waited.

-
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mlstaken for the President. Cmon in, Doug," legislators then laughed as Mr. Ross sheepishly
took a seat. ' o '

When Mr. Clinton arrived at the podxum he took great interest in the ceiling and mentloned in his
address how the seals of Michigan and Arkansas were side by side. He praised the restoration of
the Capitol and encouraged other locations to “invest a little money” to preserve their history, and
Sen. Joe Schwarz (R-Battle Creek)—a leading proponent of the Capitol's restoration—was seen
nodding in agreement. :

And Mr. Chinton guaranteed that Mr. Hertel will have an heirloom to pass down to his chi!dren.
While Mr. Engler was speaking, Mr. Clinton, without looking up from his text, appeared twice to
ask for a pen and Mr. Hertel quickly fumbled in his jacket pocket to find one. Each time the
President handed it back Mr. Hertel fixed on the pen momentamly before carefully putting it back
into his jacket.

STELL STAYS EDUCATION REORGANIZATION ORDER

Finding that Governor John Engler’s efforts to shift powers from the State Board of Educatlon to
the superintendent of public instruction effectively blocked the board’s ability to carry out its con-
stitutional duties, Ingham County Circuit Judge Carolyn Stell on Thursday granted a temporary
injunction against the first of two executive orders.

Ms. Stell, finding that board Democrats who ﬁled the suit were likely to prevail and that the board
would be irreparably harmed while the public and the governor would not, blocked planned im-
plementation Monday of Executive Order 1996-11, which names the superintendent as the head of
the Department of Education, a title currently held by the board.

The order did not block EQ 1996-12, which moved specific powers to the superintendent, because
that order is not set to take effect until July 1. But Ms. Stell said she weould reconsider if the case
“drags on” to the point that the order could become effective before the case is resolved.

“That was the one we needed,” said board President Kathleen Straus (D- Detroxt) of the order
blocking EO 1996-11. “That other one: he could still withdraw it.” ‘ ,

“It was an excellént decision,” said board member Barbara Roberts Mason (D-Lansing). “The
judge had done her homework.” :

Engler Communications Director John Truscott said the ruling was “not surprising giveh the his-

_tory of the Ingham Circuit, particularly regarding EOs.”

Mr. Truscott said the governor would most likely appeal the ruling. “We don’t feel she adequately

‘took into account many of our arguments. ... She's saying the governor does not have the constitu-

tional power to rescind an executive order,” he said. “We're confident in the end the executive or-
ders will be upheld ” .

The board was set as the head of the department in an earher executwe order (1965 9) as well as

" in the Executive Orgamzatmn Act (PA 380, 1965). Under EO 1996-11, the earlier order is re-

scinded.

Plaintiff attorney Mary Ellen Gurewitz during her arguments and during a break indicated that

* there would be little value to an appeal for either side, as the case was not likely to last long.. She

expected to move for summary disposition within a- month and said the case could be resolved on
legal issues w1thout a trial.
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Lansing Bureau

LANSING — President Clinton is
coming to the Capitol next Thursday
to talk to lawmakers about school re-
form at a time when there are serious

partisan divisions over cducation pol-

icy in the state.

The speech is the second in a series

of addresses Clinton will make to state
legislatures this year to press tor edu-
cation and welfare reform. 1t's the first
tinme in 90 years that a sitting president
has visited Michigan's Capitol.

The White Flouse announced the
specch after Chnton called Gov, John

Engler Thursday niornimg and said he'd

hke to come and talk to members of the

Toplc will be education reform

House and Senate. He spoke to the
Maryland legisiature on Feb. 10.
“The governor then certainly issued
a formal invitation for him to do so,”
Engler spokesman John Truscott said.
Teddy Roosevelt was the last sitting
president to visit the Capitol — on May
31, 1907. He spoke in the House cham-
bers and also addressed crowds assem-

- bled on the cast lawn from a second- -

floor balcony. William Howard Taft ad-

- dressed lawmakers in 1919, but at the

timce was between jobs — president and
U.S. Supreme Court chicf justice.

Mike McCurry, Clinton’s spokesman,
said Michigan would be an “interest-
ing” setting for the president’s speech.

Interesting, and contentious. While
there is btpartlsan agreement on wel-
farc reform in Michigan. the president
will be addressing lawmakers who are
bitterly divided over education policy.

This week alone, for example, Sen-’

ate Republicans blocked debate on a
House-passed Democratic resolution
rescinding Engler orders that stripped
powers from the Democrat-controlled
state Board of Education.

L7

tate lawmakers to hear Clinton

Scandals? What scandals?

Americans are giving President Clinton a thumbs
up for job performance despite getting an earful
on ethical problems, a new poll suggests. -

in the Pew Research Center survey, 60 percent
approved of the way Clinton is handling his job, a
record in Pew polls and up a point from one taken

the week befora his second-term inauguration. -

The survey came amid continuing revelations
about Democratic money-raising but before the
release of documents showing Clinton's direct in-
terest in offering big donors White House access.

Thirty-two percent disapproved, also up one point.




Clinton
to speak
to state
officials

W President to
address lawmakers
on schools, welfare

By Peter Luke

TIMES LANSING BUREAU

" LANSING — President Clinton

comes to the Capitol next Thurs-
day to talk to lawmakers about
school reform at-a time when
there are serious partisan divi-
sions over education policy in
the state.

The speech is the second in a
series of addresses Clinton will
make to state legislatures this
year to press for education and
welfare reform.

It's the first time in 90 years
that a sitting president has visit-
ed Michigan's Capitol.

The White House announced
“the speech after Clinton called
Gov. John Engler Thursday
morning and said he'd like to
come and talk to members of the
House and Senate. He spoke to
the Maryland legislature on Feb.
10.

“The governor then certam}y

issued a formal invitation for him~

to do so,” said Engler spokesman
John Truscott.

Teddy Roosevelt, on May 31,
1907, was the last sitting presi-
dent to visit the Capitol. He too
spoke in the House chambers
and also addressed crowds as-
sembled on the east lawn from a
second-floor balcony. William
Howard Taft addressed lawmak-

ers in 1919, but at the time was

See CLINTON, 2A
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between jobs — president and
U.S. Supreme Court chief justice.

Mike McCurry, Clinton's

spokesman, said Michigan would
be an “interesting’ setting for the
_president's speech.

Interesting, and contentious.
While there is bipartisan agree-
ment on welfare reform in Michi-
‘gan, the president will be ad-
dressing lawmakers who are bit-
terly divided over education
policy.

This week Senate Republicans
‘blocked debate on a House-
passed Democratic resolution re-
scinding Engler orders that
stripped powers from the Demo-
cratic-controlled state Board  of
Education. Democratic board
members are considering a law-

~suit against the governor.

Democrats aiso have assailed
as meager Engler's proposed
spending increases for Michigan
public schools next fall. And

‘they've criticized . Engler's pro-

posal to install state receivers
who would take over and super-

. vise poor-performing school

districts.

Democrats said Clinton’s visit
would buttress their positions on
school issues, particularly their
call for a core curriculum that
would set education standards

for public schools across Michi-

gan. Republicans have rejected
course standards as a wolauon of
local control.

Engler aides, on the other

" hand, wonder whether Demo-
crats will sit on their hands -

should the president reiterate his
call for the creation of more

. charter schools, a cornerstone of

Engler's education policy. Michi-

~ gan has 77 such independent -

public schools.

Clinton is calling for the cre- .

ation of 3,000 charter schools by
the year 2000, and Engler is seek-
ing $24 million from the Clinton
administration for charter school
development. The money could
significantly increase the number
of charters in the state.
Democrats say the schools are
financially damaging to tradition-

. al public schools.
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President using -
address to enter.

education flap

O President Clinton’s Thursday
address to the Legislature is the first

_visit to the Capitol by a sitting
president in 90 years.

By PETER LUKE

Chronicle Lansing Bureau ‘
LANSING — President Clinton comes to the Capi-
tol next Thursday to talk to lawmakers about school
reform at a time when there are Serious partisan di-
visions over education policy in the state,
. The speech is the second in a series of addresses
Clinton will make to state legislatures this year to
" press for education and welfare reform. ‘
it's the first time in 90 years that a sitting presi-
dent has visited Michigan’s Capitol. '
The White House announced the speech after Clin-
ton called Gov. John Engler Thursday morning and
said he'd like to come and talk to members of the
House and Senate. He spoke to the Maryland legisla-
ture on Feb. 10. | o4 a formal invi
" nor then certainly issued a 10 -
tatigligro :xer:x to do so,” said Engler spokesman John
Truscott. : ‘
Teddy Roosevelt, on May 31, 1907, was the last sit-
ting president to visit the Capitol. He too spoke in the

House chambers and also addressed crowds assem-

Please see CLINTON
Page 2A
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Continued from Page 1A ‘
bled on the east lawn from a second-floor balcony.

~ William Howard Taft addressed lawmakers in 1919,

but at the time was between jobs —
U.S. Supreme Court chief justice.

Mike McCurry, Clinton’s sPokesman, said Michi-
gan would be an “interesting" setting for the presi-
dent's speech. A _

Interesting, and contentious. While there is bipar-
tisan agreement on welfare reform in Michigan, the
president will be addressing lawmakers who are bit-
terly divided over education policy.

This week Senate Republicans blocked debate on a
House-passed Democratic resolution rescinding
Engler orders that stripped powers from the Demo-
cratic-controlled state Board of Education. Demo-
cratic board members are considering a lawsuit
against the governor. !

Democrats also have assailed as meager Engler’s
pro

president and

posed spending increases for Michigan public
schools next fall. And they've criticized Engler’s pro-
posal to install state receivers who would take over
and supervise poor-performing school districts.

Democrats said Clinton’s visit would buttress their
positions on school issues, particularly their call for
a core curriculum that would set education stan-
dards for public schools across Michigan. Republi-
cans have rejected course standards as a violation of
local control. )

Engler aides, on the other hand, wonder whether
Democrats will sit on their hands should the presi-
dent reiterate his call for the creation of more char-
ter schools, a cormerstone of Engler's education
policy. Michigan has 77 such independent public

" schools.

Clinton is calling for the creation of 3,000 charter
schools by the the year 2000, and Engler is seeking
$24 million from the Clinton administration for char-

- Mike McCurry, Clinton’s
spokesman, said Michigan -
would be an “interesting”
setting for the president’s
speech. |
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ter school development. The money could signifi- -

cantly increase the number of charters in the state.

Democrats say the schools are financially damag- -
ing to traditional public schools. And Democratic .
lawmakers were dead silent during Engler’s Jan. 28

State of the State address when the governor urged
them to follow Clinton's call. ‘

Engler's tough talk about fixing failing schools has :

been echoed by the Clinton administration as well.
During a recent speech U.S. Education Secretary

Richard Riley went even further than Engler, argu--
ing that chronically bad schools should be closed. .

““We're actually very close to the president on a lo

of education issues,” said Truscott. .

CORRECTION

To help assure accura
news stories published in
this column as prom,
The Chronicle regrets

| errors.

in The Chronicie, efrors of factin”
is newspaper will be corrected in’
as possible. Regardiess of cause,-

An item in the Free Time calendar should have in; ~

cluded the date of a Basketball and Rock-n-roll fund--
raiser at Hart High School this weekend. The event is "

Saturday. :
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read by the third grade.
With the focus on schools, many
Lansing educalors see the visit as an

ity 10 showcase their
And, Mayor David Holh‘::

not provide further details of the visit.
School District Superin-
tendemt Ra Halik said re-

principals Friday mom: .Msﬂ
bl o w

wmtadihewthem:g‘mw
their schools. The district will make

B Climon may be in jown litte.

“I°s #0 hight nght now, with the
. she said.

oificials on Friday &d
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Schools: Tight
itinerary prevents
visit with kids

Continued FROM 1A

ident speak. :
““The best option is to get him out
to a school building to interact with

the young people,” hé said.

ainwright Elementary School
Principal Maxine Cain met with
staffers first thing Friday and then
called the superintendent’s office to
pitch the school.

“I said Wainwright, Wainwright,

Wainwright, Wainwright,” she said.
“We would love to have him here.”

She said there aiso is a push to
have Clinton visit Mid-Michigan
Public School Academy, the state's
largest charter school, where her
husband, Eugene, is principal. Clin-
ton's education plan includes
spending $49 million for 3,000 new
charter schools.

Cain said the president should
make visiting schools a top priority
and then speak with legislators if he
has time. ’

““To come to Lansing to talk to the
legislators; that doesn’t put him
close enough to the heartbeat of the
problem,” she said. “He needs to
spend time in our schools in Lan-
sing and less time in the Legislature.

**Have him bring the whole meet-
ing to Wainwright and they can

have the gym for the whole day.
This is where the action is, and this
is where he needs to come.”

Cain said she would like to show
the president reading-recovery pro-
Tms and teen-mentoring projects
that are making a difference with
elementag school students. She
also would show the progress the

school has made in improving stu-

dent behavior through character-

education efforts focusing on re- -

spect and responsibility,

The school's standardized test
scores have risen by more than 40
percentage points in the last six years.

Stabenow said the president is in-

clined to get close to the public dur-.

ing visits, but it may not be possible
this time. ‘

Yvonne Caamal Canul, principal

at Lansing's Center for Language,
Culture and Communication Arts,

was one principal who didn't call .
Halik early Fi riday in hopes of land-
visit. But she said

ing a presidentia
she sends invitations to the presi-
dent each year for other school
events. He hasn’t shown up yet,

“It would be uncharacteristic of -

the president” if he didn't spend

time at a school, Caamal Canul said.

“He always takes time to be with the
people.”

& formal invitation, he said.

“We would hope he finds time for
1he kids, since one of his priorities is
sducation,” Halik said.

At the very tesst, Halik said he
will work (o get some local students
In the Capitol gallery 1o see the pres-

Please see SCHOOLS, 2A

Clinton’s visit to leave out schools



By Chris Andrews

Lansing State Journal

Lewton Elementary Schoo! Prin- |
- cipal Steve Hecker isn't shy about

using any and all political connec-

* * tions to persuade President Clinton

to visit his school when he stops in
Lansing Thursdafy.

The children of U.S. Reg. Debbie
Stabenow went to the south Lansing
school, he points out. Gov. John
Engler’s triplets might, too, since the
governor’s residence is within Lew-
ton's attendance boundaries.

1 e-mailed the White House as
soon as I got the State Journal Fri-

day morning,” Hecker said Mon-

day. “We don’t mess around.”

Kleither do scores of other area.
residents coveting a few minutes
with the president.

Clinton comes to Lansing on
Thursday to address the Legisla-
ture, probably at 11 a.m. He will
speak about schools and welfare.

White House and local officials -

don't expect Clinton to make any oth-
er stops, though he'll have plenty of
options if he has a change of heart.

Ruth Brazee has invited Clinton
to the weekly luncheon at Central
United -Methodist Church.

Ruth and Fred Brazee and other
church members will serve chicken
salad, a vegetable, and fruit salad to
Lansing’s less fortunate. They’d also
like to show off the day-care center
for lé with low incomes.

e ing Housing Commission
wants Clinton to see the computer
classes it offers in housing projects.

Joan Stern, a U.S. Department of
Labor wage-hour investigator, would
love to tell Clinton how important the
Family and Medical Leave Act has
been to Lansing-area families.
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. Today’s your last chance |
P to shgrey)?our education I
T message with the presi-  +
| dent, who'll be in §
i Lansing on Thursday. i
' In 50 words or less, tell |
| President Clinton what
% he should know about |
| yourschool. Include t
' - your name, daytime
| phone number, and a
: O {own or school. We'll
.~ . publish a sampling of
A responses and deliver
'\ others to the president.
Responses must reach
. us by 5 p.m. today.
'@ Drop off at:
120 E. Lenawee St.
sl Lansmg
* m Fax: 377-1298
- @ E-mall:
Isjlocal @aol.com

“For Clinton, little time,
‘but lots of invitations

B
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Call: 485-5463 and g'.«;;
i
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And Lansin§ Community College
President Abe! Sykes wants to wei-
con'\axe} %gng:g to tllle campus.

“We people calling up, say-
ing it’s somebody’s birthday or some-
body’s wedding anniversary, and they
should be able to come down,” said

Jerry Lawler, the Capitol building man-

ager. “We tell them they can come
down, but the likelihood that they’re
going to see him is pure chance.”
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Presidential
visit means
high-level

‘headaches

From students’ dashed
hopes to blocked streets,

hospitality has a price

By Todd Schulz

Lansing State Journal '

Becky Holmes and her fourth-.

grade students knew President Clin-

_tony's visit Thursday could throw their
" Capitol tour into turmoil.

They knew they’d face large
crowds, endure delays and still not
see the entire Capitol building.

And they didn’t care. The class
from Jackson's Bertha Robinson El-
ementary School remained ready to
make the trip it planned in August.

But their hopes were dashed
Tuesday when officials decided to
close the Capitol Thursday morning
during Clinton's .
speech to state
lawmakers. How to

“They told us
that if we watch

showed up, the
building would
be locked and

- we couldn’t get

B WKAR-TV
{Channel 23)
will broadcast

live President

in,"”” Holmes b

said. “The kids Clinton’s ad-
are all going dress Thurs-
around with day to the
floomy, faces.  Logilature
only . fourth- -dglmton .s”
graders, we 2ddress wi
wouldn't hurt begin about
the president.’” 11 am.

Robinson Ele-

mentary was

one of seven tours affected by Clin- '

ton’s visit, State tour fuide director
Kerry Chartkoff said -each group
was offered two choices:

. M Wait at the state museum and -

take their tour Thursday afternoon
after Clinton’'s speech.

M Pick another date.

The first option didn’t work for
Holmes’ class, which visited the mu-
seum two weeks ago. The class is
trying to arrange a new date.

“It's disappointing,” she said.

The rare visit b{ a president to
speak before state lawmakers is ex-
citing for most Lansing residents

but means headaches for Chartkoff .

and others.

Lansirse SYATE Jsmin
73547 o

“When the leader of the free
world is coming, there’s going to be
some inconveniences — there’s no
way around it,” said Capitol build-
ing manager Jerry Lawler, who as-
signed crews to start spring clean-
ing about two weeks early.

Capital City Airport’s Mike Lynn
is scrambling to prepare for Clin-
ton’s arrival Thursday morning.

Though none of the airport’s
eight airlines should encounter de-
lays, Lynn said the visit poses one
challenge for his crews: finding a
parking spot for Air Force One.

The president’s personal plane is a
modified Boeing 747, about 100 feet
longer and wider than the largest air-

Capital City normally handles —
Northwest Airlines’ Boeingn?z? jets.

“It does require us to find a spe-
cial parking place,” said Lynn, dep-
uty executive director of operations
and maintenance. “We have to
close off a section of the apron that
other planes usually taxi on.” .

Blocked off streets around the

Capitol also could cause problems .
- for some businesses. .
Blue Coyote Brewing Co., on Michi-

ﬁ:}n Avenue, runs a trolley service
m 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. each day
to pick up lunch customers.

It's not yet known which city
streets will be blocked. But the shut-
tle may have to pick a new route
Thursday, Blue odyote supervisor
James Jackson said.

“If they block off the streets, we’ll
just have to go around and do our

est,” Jackson said.
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Not since Teddy Roosevelt

. .3 h
PHOTOS / MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION

President Theodore Roosevelt (seated behind driver Ransom E. Olds at left) gets a lift to Michigan Agricultural Coliege
during a visit to the state in May 1907.

Times have changed, not the setting

Prosident Roosevelt
was the first president
to adgross the state
Legisiature.

Grﬁmb@ﬂPl
fe ESS
234%-97?

By Karen Schulz
JOURNAL LANSING BUREAU

Lansing - The last time a sitting
president spoke at the Michigan
Capitol, 20.000 people turned out to
cheer and wave teddy bears as he
rode a touring car down Michigan
Avenue.

Teddy Roosevelt, 49 at the time,
was the first - and until today the
only - sitting president to address
the Legisiature when he came to

the state May 31, 1907.

When President Clinton speaks
to lawmakers today, he will look out
over a vastly different crowd than

" Roosevelt did 90 years ago. The

roomn itself, however, will look
much the same thanks to a $58.2-
million restoration completed from
1989 to 1992.

“Teddy Roosevelt would recog
nize it,” said Capitol historian Ker-
ry Chartkoff.

joint-session speech was an all-
male crowd that, likely, was all-
white, Chartkoff said.

There were just five Democratic
lawmakers in the audience.

“He came to Lansing for the
50th anniversary of the founding of
Michigan Agricultural College,”
Chartkoff said. "Roosevelt’s speech
to the Legislature was ‘Well, I'm
here and I'll give a speech.” The re-

ROOSEVELT

Continued from Al

al reason he came was for the college.”

How times have changed.

Clinton asked to come to Michigan to talk about
education and welfare reform. He'll speak to a polit-
ically divided Legislature that includes many wom-

~enand minorities.

His address to a joint session was to be attended
by 60 reporters and broadcast live on public televi-
sion stations.

- In 1907, just three newspaper reporters traveled
with Roosevelt There was no television.

‘Roosevelt, a Republican, spent about an hour at the
Capitol. Before addressing the Legislature, he spoke to

. agroup of Civil War veterans on the Capitol lawn. - -

Historic records of the visit show that Roosevelt's
train arrived at $:59 a.m., nine minutes late. Repub-
lican Gov. Fred Warner greeted Rooscvelt at the de-
pot, now Clara's Restaurant.

As it was for Roosevelt’s visit, Clinton's audience

Roosevelt’'s audience for the

will include Supreme Court justices, state officers
and select invited guests in addition to legislators.

“The same protocol will be used for President
Clinton,” as was used for Roosevelt, Chartkoff said.

The { sergeant-at-arms, Jack Porn,
will announce Clinton's arrival.

“Jack's been coached on how to do it,” Chartkoff
said. “You can't say Bill, you say William.”

After his speech, Rooseveit rode to the college in -
a Reo car chauffeured by Oldsmobile founder Ran-
som E. Olds.

While there, he ate tomato soup at the college

" president’s home, spoke to a crowd estimated at

20,000, and handed out diplomas to 96 graduates.
The combined population of Lansing and East Lans-
ing in 1907 was less than 30.000.

During his speech to lawrmakers, Roosevelt called
on people to not fall for the “very wealthy citizens”
who may be “tempted by their position to take a
somewhat erroneous view of the situation.”

“It is not the man who promises most freely, who -
can be trusted to perform most accurately what he
promises,” Roosevelt said.

23

Please seea ROOSEVELY, A1t



afnd Rprdo Yds 13

2-L-0n

President Clinton: He's Iboking
for a friendlier place to pitch his
plan for nationwide testing of

students’ math and reading skills.

W The president and governor may not agree
on most imzé:, but when it comes to education,
they're headed dotn the same road — and
many of Mxﬁtgaﬂ s lawmal'm are on tfle

 same page.

By Ed Golder and Roland W!Ikemn
The Grund Rapids Press -

When President Clinton ta!ks about school cho:ce
Mark DeHaan applauds loudly.

It's a strange reversal for a Grand Rapids man who fre-
quently finds himself sparring with state Democrats in
his fight for more charter schools.

But DeHaan, chairman of the Michigan Association of

‘Public School Academies - a charter school coalition -

says political preference means nothing when it comes
to expanding student choice.’
*This is truly a bipartisan is- = Arguments over

sue,” said DeHaan, an adminis- oharter schools

trator at Educational Develop- reech the

ment Corp. in Grand Rapids, Michigan .

which operates four charter Supreme Court. F4
schools. “It's exciting to see our

. governor work with our president

to create a better public education system

DeHaan was one of a handful of West Michigan guests
invited to hear Clinton address a joint session of the beg
islature today about education. -

Also on the guest list: DeHaan's boss, J.C. Hmzenga
president of EDC; and Ruth Jones the principa!l of Hen-
ry Park Eleméntary in Grand Ra

Jones, who helped lead a crusade to reb\uld the struggling
inner-city school, initially refused the invitation to hear Clin-
ton because of a school conflict. She quickly reconsidered.

“It hit me. ‘What am I talking about!"” Jones said. I
culled back and said | would be there.”

The visit also drew dozens of students from Grand
Rapids and Holland-area charter schools, who planned a
rally greeting Clinton on the Capitol steps.

1t was the first time in 90 years a sitting president was
to address the state Legislature. The last was Theodore
Roosevelt in1907.° )

soe CLINTON, A4
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C]inton, Engler see eye-to-eye

Gov. Engler: He agrees with the
president’s plan 1o test fourth- and
eighth-graders and is “hoping the

testing will start next year.”

2



 CLINTON

President, Engler of like minds on education

CONTINUED FROM Al

Clinton and Gov. John Engler,
enemies on other. fronts, have

- forged an alliance to promote

charter schools, independent pub-

lic institutions often built around

increased parental involvement.
Which puts Engler spokesman
John Truscott in the situation of

-admonishing state Democrats —

who oppose charter schools be-
cause they say the schools take
funds from traditional education
-— to sit up and pay attention
when the Democratic president

- speaks. )
“l would hope (Democrats)

would listen closely to the presi-

. dent — what he’s said in the past,

and what he's going to say here,”
Truscott said.

Charter school proponents'

were hoping Clinton would hel

. spur passage of a state bill to li

the cap on charter schools in
Mlch n The state is at its limit
of umversnty chartered

They re. also hopmg he’El see
his way to give them more money.

Clinton promised in his State of _

the Union address to double char-
ter school funding from $51 mil-
lion to $100 million nationwide
next year to fund 3,000 more such

. schools.

Engler is asking for near!y a
quarter of that money, $24 mil-
lion, to expand chaner schools m

- Michigan.

.The governor strongiy supports
a bill that passed the Michigan
Senate Wednesday that would
help open charter schools in some
of the state’s poorest districts, in-
cluding Grand Rapids.

“One of the reasons we did it
today was to emphasize that edu-
cation isn't a partisan issue,” said
Senate Majority Leader Rlchard
Posthumus, R-Alto,

“One of the things we Repubho
cans in Michigan have agreed
with President Clinton on is edu-
cation, like charter schools,” he

‘said,

‘But the bill faces uncertain for-
tunes in the Democratic House,
said House Minority Leader Ken-
neth Sikkema, R-Grandville.

“The other side of the aisle has
been very, very resistant about
giving parents more options,” Sik-
kema said. “It’'s my hope a differ-
ent climate would be created”
after the Clinton speech.

DeHaan. who is project director

“at "Educational Development

Corp., said he thinks Michigan
has to create more charter
schools to convince Clinton it's
‘serious “about the movement —
and to. help procure more federal
fundi

“It's my ‘belief we have to have
a system that gives parents the
right and responsibility to choose
what’s best for their ‘child’s edu-
cation,” he sald
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In Lansmg, Clmton touts educatlon testing

President, governor

seek common ground

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANSING - President Clinton and Gov.
John Engler tried to find common ground on
heducation as the president brought his cam-
paign for school standards and national test-
ing to Michigan today.

Clinton spoke to a joint session of the.

Michigan Legislature, promising his plan

‘5 a7 A3

Americans’ educations and lives. Engler, ina
welcoming speech, told Clinton that
Michigan wants to lead the way in national
testing and improved schools,

The president revisited some of the 10
points he raised during his State of the
Union speech, pushing for support for educa-
tion vouchers for worker retraining, new
research and efforts in early childhood edu-
cation, improved school buildings, and easi-
er access for children to computers.

“Our schools are still turning out millions
of young people who are simply not

THE CLINTON VISIT

B Teddy Roosevelt was last president to
address state Legislature, Page A4.

Clinton said. “It is our priority to make our
education system the best in the world.”
Engler promised Clinton that Michigan
would join efforts to improve education, say-
ing successes there also would help reduce
welfare caseloads by keeping more people in

_ the work force.

Clinton’s visit to Michigan was preceded

for public education would improve . equipped for the real world of work.”

CLINTON

From Page At

master key skills.
Those tests now are given only in
a random sample of school dis-
‘tricts, rather than to all students.
Engler said inserting the national
guestions into the existing
Michigan Educational Assessment
. Program test would let Michigan
see how lts students stack up
agamst the rest of the nation.
“When you give your state-only
test, everybody is above average.
When you ask how they're doing

mdlv;dually everybody is doing

great,” Engler said.
The Clinton administration gave
the state a pat on the back in return.

Michigan students improved 12 .

points on eighth-grade math scores
compared with 1990 on the most
recent National Assessment ‘of
Education Progress tests. .

US. Secretary of Education

Richard Riley said Michlgan.

- North Carolina and Texas

improved the most. “They get my
most improved player award. This
is a big achievement,” Riley said.

Clinton’s speech is the first visit
to the Michigan Legislature by a
sitting president since Theodore
Roosevelt spoke on May 31, 1907,
according to Jerry Lawler, execu-
tive director of the Michigan
Capitol Committee..

Lawler said preparations includ-
ed a speeded-up spring houseclean-
ing of the Capitol and grounds.

Besides lawmakers, more than
150 guests were invited to listen to
the president in the House chamber.

“The demand far exceeds the

“supply of tickets,” said Engler

spokesman John Truscott.

In advance of the speech,
Michigan officials had plenty of
ideas of what they wanted to hear.

Sen. Joe Conroy, D-Flint, e-mailed
the president to urge him to tout an
experiment in Flint that has raised

test scores by limiting to 17 the num-
ber of students in kindergarien
through third-grade classrooms. 1
havetoldmmmatm'misﬂwwaywe
ought to go in terms of reforming
our public school systems, to make
sure these kids can get a good
chance, a good start,” Conroy sajd.
Rep. Jim Agee, D-Muskegon,
wanted to hear support for his idea
of reinstituting core curriculum
standards for Michigan schools.

" Michigan had set in place a =
requirement that districts follow

standards of what should be taught
in key academic areas at each grade,
but Republicans repealed that.

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port Huron,
said the focus on education is more

important than the specmcs of

what the president says.

“Any time the president of the
United States is here talking about
a topic, that topic becomes impor-
tant. That in and of itself is posi-
tive because of the attention {to
education).” he <aid.

by some bipartisan showmanship,

-

The pres:dent arranged for Engler, who
was in Washington Wednesday, to fly back to
Lansing aboard Air Force One. .
And Engler said Wednesday that he
backed Clinton’s proposal to expand the
nationwide school testing. )
““I'm hoping (the testing) will start next
year,” Engler said while in Washington.
The president has proposed using the
National Assessment of Education Progress
to test students in fourth-grade reading and
eighth-grade math to make sure students

Please see CLINTON, A2



i Clinton lauds state’s

educatlon reforms

By KAREN SCHULZ

- Chronicle Lansing Bureau

_ President Clinton today used the -
spotlight created by his historic

, visit to the state Capitol to trum-

- pet Michigan’s education reforms.

But speaking to a joint session of

- the Legislature this morning, the

president warned that there is still

" a long way to go.

“We have to build America in
- the new century, and we have to
* know that we have to do it as one
- America,” said Clinton, who two

- years ago addressed a Michigan

State University graduating class.
“The era of big government tru-

ly is over.”

Clinton was greeted at the Capi-

" tol by 200 children from 20 charter
. schools throughout the state. Gov.
- John Engler, a big backer of the
. alternative public schools, has ap-
. plied for $24 million in federal
- charter school aid. -

Engler also wants Michigan to

- be a pilot program for offering a

national assessment test starting

~next year. Clinton has called on
- states to participate in such a

program.
Some of the recent sobering

- news in Michigan: Less than one-
- half of the state’s fourth-graders
" passed the reading portion of the

- Michigan Educational Assessment

Program (MEAP) test last year

P LANSING

And just'48 peréent of high school
juniors passed the High School
Proficiency Test.

But there is little agreement
about how to fix the problem.
Among the ideas being debated: a
move to make elementary classes
smallef and develop a statewide
core curriculum, which Democrats
are pushing. Republicans, mean-
while, want to expand charter
schools and Engler wants the state
to take over failing districts.

The last time a sitting president
spoke at the state Capitol, 20,000
people turned out to cheer and
wave teddy bears as he rode a
touring car down Michigan
Avenue. ,

Teddy Roosevelt, 49 at the time,
was the first — and until today the
only — sitting president to address
the Michigan Legislature when he

" came to town on May 31, 1907.

Clinton today looked out over a
vastly different crowd than Roose-
velt did 90 years ago. The room it-
self, however, looks much the
same thanks to a $58.2 million res-
toration completed from 1989 to
1992, »

"‘Teddy Roosevelt would recog-
nize it,” said Capitol historian Ker-
ry Chartkoff.

Musceson) Crroric L=
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Teddy
Rooseavelit's
audienceina
1807 speech
" tothe state

Legislature
included just
five
Democratic

. lawmakers.

Roosevelt’s audience for the
joint-session speech was an all-
male crowd that, likely, was all-
white, Chartkoff said. There were
just five Democratic lawmakers in
the audience, which included GOP

Gov. Fred Warner and several

Civil War veterans.

“He came to Lansing for the
50th anniversary of the founding of
Michigan Agricultural College
{now Michigan State University),”
Chartkoff said. = “Roosevelt's

“speech to the Legislature was

‘Well, I'm here and I'll give a
speech.’ The real reason he came
was for the college.”

How times have changed.

Clinton, who arrived aboard Air '

Force One — Roosevelt was not
only the first president to fly, he
was also one of the first Ameri-
cans to go up in an airplane —
asked to come to Michigan to talk
about education and welfare re-
form. He spoke to a politically di-
vided Legislature that included
many women and minorities.

Roosevelt, a Republican, spent
about an hour at the Capitol. Prior
to addressing the Legislature, he
spoke to a group of Civil War vet-

erans on the Capltol lawn.
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- support for the idea in advance. - %%

tional testing pro-
- gram

Clinton
to push

school
testlng

Engler backs plan a_s-. ‘
‘president visits staté

Assoctated-Press

LANSING - President Clmt N

brings his campaign for school stan

dards:to:Michigan teday, havmg‘«al. % 3. .

ready picked up some' biparti

Gov. John Engler and state schools
chief Arthur Ellis prsy
‘said Wednesday §
that they back §
Clinton’s  pro-
posal to expand §
the country’s na-

“I'm"  hoping
{the testing) will .
start next year,” Presxdent
Engler said while Clmton
in Washington, -

The president, who will address the

state Legislature, has proposed using -

the National Assessment of Education -
Progress to test students in fourth-
grade reading and eighth-grade math
t(l)ull make sure students master key
skills.

397

. Those tests now are given only in a
random sample of school districts,
rather than to all students. Engler said

. inserting the national questions into
-the existing Michigan £ducational

Assessment Program test would let
Michigan see how its students stack
up against the rest of the nation.

“When you give your state-only test,
everybody is. above average. When
* you ask how they're doing mdwidg-
ally, everybody is doing great,” Englér
said.

. The Clinton administration gave the -

state a pat on the back in return.
Michigan improved 12 points on its

eighth-grade math scores compared -

to 1990 on the most recent National
Assessment of Education Progress
tests. U.S. Secretary of Education

- Richard W. Riley said Michigan,

North Carolina and Texas xmproved
the most.

“They get my most improved player
award. This is a big achievement,”
Riley said in a statement released by
Engler’s office.

Adding to the bipartisan - ﬂavo;,~

Engler planned to. return from
Washington with Clinton aboard Air
Force One.

State Board of Education Presxdent
Kathleen Straus would like to hear the
president talk about adequate re~
sources for schools.

And the Detroit Democrat would
not mind at all if he brought up-her
proposal for full-day, full-service
schools. She proposed having schiools
stay open longer to offer day-care; fif
toring and quality after-school activic

ties to keep youth from joining gangs:
Besides lawmakers, about 150-im
vited guests will listen to the presndent-

in the House chamber.

It is the first visit to the Mlchlgan '
Legislature by a sitting president:
since Theodore Roosevelt spoke to~
lawmakers on May 31, 1907, accord- -
_ ing to Jerry Lawler, executive director -
of the Michigan Capitol Committee.
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Clmton Engler join forces for better education

- ov. John Engler and Presxdent
Bill Clinton, for today anyway,
stand side by side as the odd
couple of politics. With their dra-

matically different styles and outlooks,

they nonetheless share some of the same
ideological space on education.

The governor probably hopes
the president, in his speech to
the Legislature, will stay within
that shared space: a belief in g
pupil testing to help maintain
accountability and to ensure that
every child receives an excellent
education, the use of charter schools
to give parents options and to serve as a
prod for continual improvement in the
public school system.

Particularly in the area of standards
and testing, Gov. Engler needs all the pub-
lic-relations help. he can get. In some
Michigan districts, high school students

and their parents have openly rebelled

over state proficiency tests, which are only
in their second year. Without acknowk

-edging the flaws that fomented rebellion,

the governor swept ahead and suggested
that poor scores on those tests should be

" the basis for state takeovers of schools.

. President Clinton has the eloquence
to make the case more persuasively for
standards and tests. And despite the gov-
ernor’s blunt tactics, Michigan’s recent

history provides the president with a solid

illustration of how compilation and publi-
cation of test scores by school and district
have given educators new focus, raised ex-
pectations among parents and voters, and
prompted extra help for students who
need it. Children Agve benefited.

Public education remains the -
backbone-of America’s strength,
. and must be a priority at every

level of government. But the

tiers of government need to de-
fine their roles carefully; when
they flail away at each other —
as Gov. Engler has done with his
takeover proposals and his executive
orders removing some powers from the

State Board of Education — they become
counterproductive. Michigan citizens now
spend more time expressing apprehen-
sion about the governor’s political agenda
than discussing how to keep the school
improvement process moving. .

- Mr. Clinton can draw lessons there,
too, making clearer distinctions than the
governor has about leadership of, support
for and interference in a system that, at
least in Michigan, has a strong tradition of
local control. These two politicians may

" not work as harmoniously on other issues

(the governor undoubtedly has given the
president an earful on environmental reg-
ulation, for example), but on education
they actually may help each other — and
afl of America’s schooichildren.
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Engler serves
as escort for

Clinton’s visit
to Michigan

By Carol Stevens _
Detroit News Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Gov. John
Engler caught a ride on Air Force

. One today and is escorting Presi-

dent Clinton to Lansing.
The entire Michigan congres-
sional delegation and former Gov.

" James Blanchard also are invited

to travel with the president, who
addresses a joint session of the
Michigan Legislature about his pro-
posals to reform the nation’s edu-
cational system.

Engler was in the nation’s capi-

- tal this week for a series of private

mwetings and to give a speech about

Michigan's success cutting state tax-

o8 and reforming welfare.

Engler said “it happened to work

out,” that he was able to catch a ride
back to Michigan with Clinton. /

“We’ll have a chance to chat.

some,” he said. -

Engler has been a frequent crit-
i¢ of the administration-and joked
Wednesday about recent revelations
that Clinton allowed generous cam-
paign denors to spend the night in

the House. .
“Wégid, ‘If you want a check,
havh to work,” " Engler said,

describing Michigan’s welfare
reform program to the National
Association of Business Economists.
“That’s a sharp contrast to what's
going on in the White House with

' the Lincoln bedroom.”

Detroir gews
2.(-97.%4

But the governor told reporters
he was “absolutely” happy that
Clinton had decided to speak to a
joint session of the Michigan Leg-
islature today, the first president to
do so since Theodore Roosevelt in
1907. The address is scheduled to
begin at 11 a.m. in the Houge of -
Representatives’ chamber of the
m Capitol.

Engler has been supportive of
Clinton's blueprint for improving

-education. He has offered to make
Michigan the first state to take Clin-
ton up on a proposal to implement
national tests for fourth and eighth

- grade students.

“T'm hoping it would start next
year,” said Engler. “It won’t take
much federal money. But we will
need the federal government’s help
in test development.”



Politics, times have
changed since days
Rough Rider spoke
to the Legislature -

hen flamboyant Teddy

Roosevelt came to the

state Capitol 90 years
ago, he urged legislators to talk
straight to citizens, and citizens
to learn to shoot straight.

Before addressing a joint ses-
sion of the Legislature, as Presi-
dent Clinton was scheduled to do
today, TR spoke to about 10,000
people, including war veterans,

* from the Governor’s Balcony on

the east side of the Capitol.

“Encourage marksmanship
among our people as a whole,
said Roosevelt, who as a'lieu-
tenant colonel in 1898 led the
Rough Rider Regiment up San
Juan ridge in Cuba.

In a speech that would be hailed
by today’s National Rifle Associa-
tion, he stressed importance of good
marksmanship among potential

volunteers who might be called

upon to serve their country:

“Put a premium upon the old

American power of shooting
straight. You know in a fight it is

" not the number of shots that are

ﬁred.It‘sthenumberofshotsﬂmt

" hit that count.”

That was sure not to be the
theme of easy rider Clinton, a gun
control advocate whoee focus of the
daylsedxmhm.G\msandadmb
are a mix he wanta to undo.

Times were far different on

May 31, 1907 when Roosevelt

became the only sitting president

' ——b&omtoday to address the

silk hats, a grand total of “three

. reprmentaum of the preas asso-

ciations” came with him by train
from Washington, and at a Capi-
tol reception there was “no restric-
tion as to who should be present-
ed to him.”

Detroit  glews
2-4-77 3¢

Clinton, by contrast, travels in
a security cocoon with about 60
national journalists (plus abouat
50 Michigan media people who'll
join today’s entourage) and speaks
only after sweeps by bomb-sniff-
‘ing dogs and various electronic
devices. Considerable restrictions
_are placed on who's presented to
him -— unless, of course, we're
talking campaign contributors.
Some things never change in
polities, Among them: politicians
who chant importance of promis-
-e8 made, promises kept. .
_ As Roosevelt told Michigan
lawmakers: “I want always to
have a man judged by the promis-
es he makes before election plus
his performances after election.”
On that point, he drew laugh-
ter and one of 11 bursts of
applausge that mterrupted hia
speech.
“On the one hand,” said Roo-
sevelt, “let the public man be
extromely careful to make no

_ promise that he cannot keep; and

on the other hand — and this is
just as important — let the pub-
lic be on its side more than care-
ful not to try to exact a promise
that cannot be kept.” :

- His longest speech of the day
was at Michigan Agricultural Col-
lege, marking the 50th anniver-
sary of what is now Michigan
State University.

Said Roosevelt: “We must raise
the average of farm life. ... We
must maintain a country civi-
lization more than equal to that
of the city.”

He also touted industrial train-
ing, saying each citizen should be
trained “so as to be effective indi-
vidually ag an economic unit.”

Clinton was scheduled to
arrive by plane at 10:15 a.m. and
speak to lawmakers at 11 a.m.
after an announced “photo oppor-
tunity” with area school children.

Ninety years ago, Roosevelt
arrived by train at 10:10 a.m. and
spoke to lawmakers at 11 am. after
“some pleasant words to the indus-
trial achool boys as he was passing.”
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Pre.s*zdent Bill Clintonss visit to Lansing
1snt causing nearly as much ﬁts

as Theodore Rooser elts dzd in 1907

Qo&lj

A presidential visit

w5 o address g
nint f the Micnigan
Legisiarurs 2t 1] am. iodev,
nniy the second sitting orisi-
dent t0 do 0. The Arst was

Theodure Roosereit on May 31, 1907

Lansing seems o he taking the
zvent calmiy in sharp contrast '

Roosevelt's wisit, which turned the

town on its ear This column reports

wn Roosevelt's big day.

Wl

LANSING, May 31,1907 — The
“wpe and enthusiasm has been ex-
-raordinary ~ unparalieled. in fact
— jor todav's speech-making by
President Theodore Roosevelt. the
popular Republican known atffection-
ately to many
as TR

HUGH  — amer an,
MCDIARMID | most of Michi-
gan is v-ery
Politics | Republican.

And TR is
very  well
liked.

The state
Senate. for
example,
which has 32
Republican and
no Democrats,
earlier  this
week approved
a fawning reso-
lution praising

Roosevelt’s “intrepid and advanced

feadership.” his “militant integrity
and unselfish fidelity to his exalted
trust” and resolving that America's
best interests “demand the nomina-
tion and reelection of Theodore
Roosevelt™ next year (Roosevelt did
not run_in 1908.)

And predictably the state House
which is 95-5 Republican, concurred
in the Senate’s gush with only two
dissenters,

By this morning, there was a sea
of bunting and flags in the capital
city. Citizens had been implored to
sweep the streets and be gracious to

DAVID P. GILKEY, Dmmn Free Press

InpreparanonforPMenthChnmnamGregﬂws,leﬂ.anstndDmputupred,whmemd
blue bunting Wednesday at the Capitol in Lansing, Clinton is to address the Legislature today at 11 a.m.

out-of-town visitors. Pictures of TR
were being sold by an ardently pro-
Roosevelt local newspaper, the State
Republican, for a dime apiece and
festooned the front windows of
homes and businesses. A dry goods
company was hustling “Teddy bar-
gaing,” including 98<ent teddy
beéars; other stores were selling Roo-
sevelt cigars, candies, suspenders,
neckdes and postcards. There were
even “big stick” papier-mache repro-
ductions of T.R.'s proverbial club
available with candy inside.

By 9 am.. downtown Lansing was
jammed with onlockers. The Pere
Marquette ran five trains in from
Grand Rapids; the Grand Trunk ran

special trains from Battle Creek and
South Bend, Ind. And those unable
to make it by train or on the interur-
ban (street car) arrived by horse.
The president’s train puiled into
the depot on East Michigan Avenue

at 9:59 am. greeted by a Michigan

National Guard battery's 21-gun sa
lute. He was welcomed by Gov. Fred
Warner, Lansing Mayor Hugh Lyons
and Jonathan Snyder, presideat of
Michigan Agricultural College
where TR., after addressing the joint
legislative session in the morning,
would speak at a semicentennial
celebration in the afternoon.

Please see ROOSEVELT, Page 6A

Sources

This column is based on
accounts assembled by Jerry
Lawlerr, executive director of
the Michigan Capitol Com-
mittee, from House and Sen-
ate journals, documents at

 Michigan Agricultural Cok

lege {now Michigan State
University}, a history of
greater Lansing titled “Out of
the Wilderness® by Jusun
Kestenbaum and, especially.-
a piece on Roosevelt's visit by
Roger Rosentreter. editor of
Michigan History Magazine.



Roosevelt's visit was big event

ROOSEVELT, from Page 1A

Security was tight as the eight-
carriage presidential entourage
moved toward the Capitol. After all,
William McKinley's assassination in
1901 by Detroit-born anarchist Leon
Czolgosz was what elevated then-Vice
President Roosevelt to the top job.

(He was elected in his own right

three years ago.) And the assassina-
tion is still fresh in lots of minds,

At the Capitol, the president first
went to a balcony off the governor’s
office where, in front of on-lookers

massed on the front lawn, he recalled -

Michigan’s contribution to the Span-
ish-American War and spoke of the

need to encourage marksmanship in

the National Guard. “You know, in a
fight it is not the number of shots that
are fired, it is the number of shots
that hit that count,” he said.

In the House chamber as he made
his way to the speaker’s chair, TR
was greeted with a rendition of
“Michigan, My Michigan.” He then
launched into his remarks, essentially

a two-part plea for: 1) elected officials-

to keep their pre-election promises

.and not over-promise, and 2) for
" government to support both business

and [abor while, at the same time,
working to restrain the abuses by
wealthy individuals and corporations.

“Let us set our faces like flint

against predatory wealth, but also
against predatory poverty — put the

emphasis on the predatory,” he de- .

clared. “We are against the wealﬂ';{
man when we ought to be agains
him, not because he is wealthy but
because he has misused his wealth,
and we are against any man, rich or
poor, if he does wrong.

And he concluded: “This is an age
of great industrial combination, com
bination of capital and combination of

* labor. Qur purpose must be to favor
. both, so long as they do well, and to

set our faces against either if it does

e

There was loud and sustamed ap
plause,

Stores were selling
'Roosevelt cigars,
candies, suspenders
and neckties. There.
were even “big stick”

reproductions of
T.R.’s proverbial club
with candy inside.

" Afterward, TR. agreed to board a
Reo automobile, a novelty to be sure
but no doubt a sign of things to come,
and was chauffeured by Ransom Olds

out Michigan Avenue to the college

where, following a “bully” sized lunch .
at Snyder’s house (including soup,
fish, tomatoes, cucumbers, brown
bread sandwiches, fried chicken,

- creamed new potatoes, green beans,

rolls, fruit salad, cottage cheese,
strawberry ice cream and cake), he
addressed a crowd estimated at
20,000, He then joined in distributing
diplomas to the 96-member class of
07,

Finally, having learned of the
fledgling auto rivalry in Lansing be-
tween the Reo Car Company and the
Olds Motor Works, Rooseveit, who'd
arrived via Reo, wggested
to the train station via Oldsmobile

And so he did.

He departed Lansing for Waslung—
ton, D.C., in late afternoon.

FOOTNOTE: By onme account, which
seems credible given that the written
version is relatively short — and even
allowing for pauses for frequent ap-
plause — Roosevelt’s 1907 address to
the joint session of the Michigan
Legislature lasted 10 minutes. Any
bets on how long Bill Chnton s ad-
dress will last?

A of 2~
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The Nation’s Scho‘olmaster? |

: Give Bill Clinmh his due. On education reform, the.

announced focus of his address today to the Michigan
Legislature, Mr. Clinton has made noteworthy head-
way. The president has openly endorsed charter
schools and public school choice, and thus the idea of
freer competition among government-run schools. He
has done this, moreover, in opposition to the prevailing
ideological bias of his own party.

Mr. Clinton is now pressing for a host of education
reforms that would expand the federal government’s
role in national tests, national teaching certification,
reading tutor recruitment and other areas. We are
skeptical of these proposals, as we have noted before.

But as Mr. Clinton prepared to speak today, we
“found ourselves thinking less of education nation-

wide than of the kids in the schools Mr. Clinton left
behind in Washington, D.C. Mr. Clinton would do
better to focus on the D.C. public schools to show
what ean go nght Until he does, Michiganians
would do well to view his national reform proposals
with caution.

The feds have clear constxtutxonal authority over
Washington's schools, after all. Article I, Section 8 of the

‘Constitution gives Congress the power “to exercise
_exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever” over

Washington D.C. One must stretch hard to find a grant
of any federal power over the rest of the nation’s public
schools.

: And there is little doubt that the kids in the D.C.
schools could use help. Fiscal mismanagement has
forced Congress to intervene. An Emergency Transi-
tional Education Board of Trustees has been created;
the superintendent has been replaced with a retired
Army general; and the achool board has been demoted

::)o alx:s advisory role in an attempt to straighten out the

Yet amazingly, D. C per-pupil spending was $1O 180
— 76 percent above the national average — in 1993-94,
the most recent year for which figures are avallable :
from the National Center for Education Statistics.
Teachers salaries were likewise high. Meanwhile, the
district’s scores on the National Assessment of Educa-
tion Progress test and the Scholastic Achievement Test
are pitiful. -

In this milieu, the president has a perfect forum
for testing his belief in education testing, school
choice and early learning initiatives. Some of the
president’s ideas, such as charter schools, are
already being implemented in the district. Mr. Clin-
ton could ensure a controlled experiment with the

_rest. This could not only provide the children in D.C.

schools with a shot at better schools, but test the
value of the president’s proposals before the rest of
the nation is pressed — or slowly extorted — into -
adopting them as well. _

Of course, this experiment would risk failure, which
might discredit many proposals the presxdent and his
supporters in national teachers unions are backing.

_ But at least the failure would be limited, and any even-

tual success would be all the more persuamvengenthe A
current problems of the D.C. schools.

- If Mr. Clinton chooses to concentrate on District of
Columbia school children, he will demonstrate courage,
show respect for the limita of presidential constitution-
al authority and provide a useful testing ground for his

.own ideas. If he doesnt, there will be legitimate ques-

tions about the reforms he promotes, no matter how
many states he travela to.



De trois Free
P/eéé |
3-6-77.CA

| Clinton’s ws1t today

stirs up the Capitol

BY CHRIS CHRISTOFF

. Lansing Bureau Chief

LANSING — They got the red-

"white-and-blue bunting out of moth-

balls and hung it from the Capitol.
They even ironed the flags in the

House of Representatives. ‘
President Bill Clinton's plan to

address the Legislature today put the

Capitol in a spit-and-polish mode, but
not without minor turmoil.
Lawmakers will lose their parking

' spots behind the Capitol for the day,

and the press corps will be booted out
of its usual roost in the House cham-
ber.

There’s quiet lobbying by big con-
tributors and friends of legislators for
precious guest seats on the House
floor for the president’s 11 a.m.

speech.

And the preparations proqxpted.

public grumbling from one fourth-

grade teacher from Jackson whose

class trip to the Capitol today was
postponed.

QOutside the Capitol grounds, how- -

ever, Lansing went about its business

as usual.

Inside, excitement built. .
“It's a big deal,” said Kerry Chart-

koff, Capitol tour guide director.
Large amounts of news media equip-
ment was arriving, and carpenters -
worked on platforms for it. ‘

Chartkoff said her staff has fielded
many calls from people asking for
speech tickets that don’t exist.

Clinton is expected to meet pri--
vately with lawmakers and allies be-
fore and after his speech. Joining
Clinton for the flight to Lansing on
Air Force One will be Gov. John
Engler. former Gov. James Blanchard
and nine members of Michigan’s con-
gressional delegation.

One lawmaker who isn’t thrilled
with the president’s appearance is
Rep. Shirley Johnson, R-Royal Oak.
She said she turned down an offer to
have her photograph taken with Clin-
ton. -

She said she would not shake his
liand, either, as he walks into the
House chamber and passes her seat.

“Any self-respecting female
wouldn't want to be-in the same room
with the man,” Johnson said. “I'per-
sonally dislike the man and disre-
spect him so, I'm not comfortable to
be in the same room with him.”
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President Clinton entering the House Chamber in the Michigan Capitol in Lansing yesterday to address the

Reuters

state’s lawmakers.

At Michigan Legislature, It's All Warmth for Clinton

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY

LANSING, Mich, March 6 —
Washington may be absorbed with
the daily twists and turns of the
campaign fund-raising controversy,
but here in central Michigan today it
barely cast a shadow over President
Clinton as he became the first chief

.executive since Theodore Roosevelt

to address a joint session of the Mich-
igan legislature.

Delivering a speech in which he
urged adopting national education
standards in reading and mathemat-
ics and making improvements in the
welfare bill that was passed last
year, Mr. Clinton received a rousing
reception from Democrats and Re-
publicans alike, including Gov. John
Engler, a Republican, who supports
many of the same ideas on education
and welfare. ’

More than a few Republican law-

makers — to say nothing of Demo-
crats — strained, fairly leaping over
ropes, to touch Mr. Clinton or shake
his hand as he entered the House and
walked down the center aisle.
The effect was just the one that the

. White House had hoped for. The trip

was the second in a series of visits to
state legislatures intended to blunt

the troubles over campaign financ-

ing and allow Mr. Clinton to whip up
interest in his domestic agenda.

Residents of Michigan demon-
strated what pollsters have been say-
ing for weeks and what the White
House is counting on, that campaign
finance is not a burning issue for
average Americans.

‘‘Maybe people would talk about it
over breakfast, but they wouldn't
dwell on it,” Cheryl Chapko, chief of
staff to State Sepator Harry Gast,

. Republican of St. Joseph, said as she

sat in the Capitol gallery. “People
here feel like they are removed from
Washington. They have enough prob-
lems here in Michigan without dwell-
ing on Washington.” '

Another visitor in the gallery, John’
Pirich, a lawyer from Lansing and a -

Democrat, said: “We all know it
takes money to get elected. People
here have been subject to the rav-
ages of the cyclical impact of the

auto industry. They're worrying if

they still have their jobs.”

The President’s 45-minute speech
gave no hint of troubles back East.
Nor was the audience response an
indication that his popularity had
flagged. Lawmakers on both sides of
the aisle stood several times to un-
derscore their enthusiasm for points
that Mr. Clinton stressed. He re-
ceived another bipartisan ovation at
the end, and later, returning to Wash-
ington on Air Force One, he sounded
at once like President and former
Governor of Arkansas, saying: “I
love state legislatures. They are all
real life.”

But was he not worried, a reporter
asked, that the unfolding drama over
campaign donations was shouting
out his agenda? He flashed a wide-

angle smile and said, ““I thought my

message got through just fine.”

The distance between -the uni-

verses of Washington and Lansing
was also visible earlier, when Mr.
Clinton’s spokesman, Michael J. Mc-
Curry, briefed reporters after the
speech. Mr. McCurry was asked only
isolated questions about points that

~Mr. Clinton addressed on education

and welfare or other issues, with the

rest focusing on Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s chief of staff, Margaret A.
Williams, and interpretations of the
laws that govern political contribu-
tions that, in the Administration’s
view, will keep her out of trouble.

““He's well aware we're in a feed-
ing frenzy, and he's got to endure it.”
Mr. McCurry said of his boss and not
looking the least bit exasperated at
yet another defense of Administra-
tion goings-on. “'He’s pretty used to
this environment.”

At the end of the briefing, Mr.
McCurry asked, ‘““‘Any Michigan
questions?”’

There were none.

The trip followed by a month a
similar visit to lawmakers in Mary-
land, where the reaction was much
the same.

But although he broke no new
ground today, he seemed to bask in
the glow of friendly surroundings
and his momentary connection to the
last President who stood in the same
spot. When he closed his remarks by
saying, “Thank you for making me
feel so welcome today,” it sounded

very sincere.
‘ (A
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Clinton pushes state to lead nation
in movement to improve education

By Greg ). Borowsld
Lansing State Jowns!

With history as a backdrop, President Clinton delivered
m urgent lesson plan on education and cooperation Thurs-
10 & rapt of state officials and lawmakers.
n his upeerf:‘g\o Capirol, Cnmon pushed a long liat
of proposals, from volunteers to heip children read to
tax credits to pay for college, but won the most applause
. for & simple message about-standards.
He tol mé)ackzd audience, filled with lawmakery
a few well-connected lobbyists, that atl
mdenu must do better on tests that measure their
progress — and adults must expect it from them.
will not be easy,” Clinton said. “If they don’t do
well at first, it’ sprobab morewrlaultﬁmtheln
n we see people cult circumstances,
. 'ometimu out of the goodness ot our heart, we exercise
Our compassion x&ocﬂnxlm out of them,” he said.
And we are se elr future right down thednln
every time we do it.”
_ Those lines, toward the end of his 43- minute
.earned Clinton a standing ovation. They also hi
od his common. :round approach — one that left both
Publlcanl and Democrats satisfied
Bill Clinton has always been very progrmive when
It comes to education, both as a governor and as presi-
dent said Rep. Frank Fitzgerald, R-Grand Ledge.
4 Mtny of the ideas he has long heid are ones that we as
s party have supported In this state.”
e day had a bipartisan feel from the start.
Clinton arrived in laminf for his fifth visit in five
years with Republican Gov. John Engler — and most of
the state's congressional del atian — following him

down the steps of Air Force
i b cma et gy o
wong with & giddy had

v ing ﬁtﬁy
d praise for at least part of Clinton's plan, which

includes a push for more charter schools, tougher test- |

lng standards and more computers in the ciassroom.

'l think he was here to celebrate what we have in
common, not to highlight differences,” said former Gov.
James Blanchard, a Democrat and lo e Clinton
friend who traveled here with the president.

“This was supposed to be a bipartisan trip, not &

partisan rally.”
The speech to a joint session of the Legislature was the

first by a president since Republican Theodore Roosevelt’

ln 1507, Clinton made a camera-popping entrance to the
hambers, with lawmakers and others sm&)ing

pxc:um and gnxﬁing for handshakes while those

gallery above jockeyed for a better view.

The » h was Clinton’s sécond to a state legislature

to push the education goals he outlined during the 1996

campaign and in his mcem State of the Unlon address.

Please see CUNTON. SA

CLINTON VISIT: @ LESSOH FOR LEGISLATORS

QGREQ DeRUITER/Lanting State Journsl

gan goes to school

Special pullout
section inside

 Domocrats and Re-
publicans have drl‘famm
takes ON 6aMe BpOAC

but both sides liked h.
Page SA

W President Clinton
wows teen columnist at
airport.

- Page GA

M Crowd outside Capitol
have differant reasons
for coming.

Page 6A

B Excerpts from the ad-
dress to the Legislature,
Page 7A

i Students use speech
as springboard for de-
bate on educstion. -
Page 7A

I Clinton visit notebook.
Page 8A

Welcoming wave: Prosi-
dent Clinton waves 10 the
pallery in the House

chambers Thursday before

eddrassing s joint-ses-
sion of the Legislature.
Flanking himn are House

Majority Leader Curtis Har-

tel {teft) and Senate Mi-

nority Leader John Chorry

{right).

70



Clinton:

Continued FROM 1A

The first was last month in
Maryland.

“There is no Democratic way or -

Republican way,” Clinton said.
“There is no Maryland or Michigan
way to learn. Reading is reading,
math is math. Politics should stop at
the schoolthouse door.”

That may not happen immediate-
ly in Michigan, where even as edu-
cation is at the top of everyone's
agenda, there are disagreements on
just what approach to take,

The GOP, led by Engler, has
pushed for more choice for parents
and creating independent charter
schools. Democrats, who control the
House, have resisted, saying charter
schools siphon money from tradition-
al public schools and should have
clearer standards and safeguards.

In the. House, Democrats are
pushing a return to a state-mandat-
ed curriculum for public schools —
something Republicans removed
during the last session, arguing that
local control was more important.

Little of that was mentioned
Thursday, however, as Hertel and
Engler sat behind Clinton — one on
each side — both beaming through-
out the speech.

Before Clinton spoke, Engler
stressed that Michigan is ready to
be the first state to use national test
questions to see how its students
' “measure up. He also highlighted the
~state's 79 charter schools — two ar-

GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State Journal

eas where he and Clinton appear to
be 1n sync. “

“No challenge confronting our
state or the nation is more urgent,”
said Engler, also greeted by ap-
plause. ’

In the midst of awe-struck refer-
ences to the power of the Internet
and the early-years growth of a
newborn’s brain, Clinton sketched
out his own plan. ’

At the center: standards.

“It doesn’t matter if your child‘

makes the highest grade in the class
if nobody gets over the standards
bar,” he said. “And it doesn’t matter
if your child makes the lowest grade

- in the class if everybody gets over

the standards bar.”
Amon% Clinton’s proposals:
M Childhood literacy. With the

Worth the walt:
Therese Breun-
inger (left}, Cin-
dy Allen and
Margie Moore
clap as Presi-
dent Clinton
waves to them
from his car
Thursday. The
three are Legis-
lative Services
Bureau

workers.

A"

help of volunteers, every student
should be able to read by the third
grade. ’
M More charter schools. He
wants to double federal startup

.money and have 3,000 nationwide

by 2000. : :
B College affordability. Tax cred-
its and an increase in grant money

would send more students to
_college. )
M Computers. Every classroom

and library should be connected to
the Internet. : :

While here, Clinton announced
an $8.6 million grant aimed at
boosting technology in Michigan
schools that have large numbers of
low-income students. '

In his speech, Clinton told of find-
ing four books to help his daughter,

‘Both parties like speech

Chelsea, with a research paper, only
to discover she already had found
eight articles on the Internet.

“This is an incredible thing,” he
said. “If we make this available to

~all children, it will change in a -

breathtaking way what people can
become, what our children can
imagine themselves becoming.”

The president worked in several
references to Roosevelt, comparing
the challenges of his time — when
cars and electricity were new — to
today, as the country faces a new cen-
tury while enjoying peace and
prosperity.

“This is a rare time,” Clinton said.

While the presidential visit was
less rare for Lansing than most cit-
ies its size, a growing crowd of more
than 100 gathered on the north side
of the Capitol just to watch the mo-
torcade leave. ‘

Some waited for nearly two hours
in the cold. . ,

“It's exciting,” said Leslie Cimade-
villa, a Cooley Law School student
who waited with a pocket camera and

.a hat pulled over her ears.

Linda Rademacher of St. Johns

waited during her lunch hour, hood-

pulled tight over her earmuffs.

“I guess 1 kind of agree with most
of his policies,” she said. “To me, he
seems like a very likeable person.
Lately, though, it seems like they're

- trying to find some fault with him.”

Staff writer Chris Andrews con-
tributed to the story.

&

e
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LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Presi-
dent Clinton brought his cam-
paign for national -education
standards and testing to Michi-
.gan, but ended up in‘the middle

Posthumus.
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Prasident Clinton is introduced before a joint session of the
Michigan Legislature in the House Chambers in Lansing Thurs-
day. To Clinton's left is Michigan Gov. John Engler; in the back,
is Lt. Gov. Connie Binsfeld and Senate majority leader, Dick

1A

of a debate between state law-
makers on charter schools.
Clinton used his speech before
the Michigan Legislature Thurs-
day to urge states to test stu-

397 AY

Q)

dents on national standards in
reading and math so states can
compare their performance with
each other.

“It doesn’t matter if your child
makes the highest grade in the
class if nobody gets over the stan-
dards bar,” he said.

“Conversely, in this test it
doesn’t matter if your child
makes the lowest grade in the
class if everybody gets over the
standards bar. That's the differ-
ence.” ]

It was a speech that rang true
to both Republicans and Demo-
crats as members of ach party
read into it support for their own
education visions. Lawmakers in-
terrupted the president’s 45-min-
ute speech 24 times with ap-
plause, and got to their feet when
he urged high standards for all
students.

“... When we see people in diffi-
cult circumstances, sometimes
out of the goodness of our heart,
we exercise our compassion by
expecting less of them. And we
are selling their future right
down the drain every time we do
it,” Clinton said to prompt the
ovation. - .

Gov. John Engler already had
committed Michigan to partici-
pating in those tests. Starting
next year, fourth-graders would
be tested in reading and eighth-
graders in math, using the na-
tional standards and building the
national tests into Michigan’s

B own state tests.

Clinton clearly wanted to use

i Engler’s support to build biparti-

san support for that idea..

“This is not a partisan issue.’

There is no Democratic or Repub-
lican way to learn. There is no
Maryland or Michigan way to

Genn Reive Ress  TTeow Wasel Dy Gl
- 2-9-97 1A

Clinton pushes school
standards and testing

learn. Reading is reading, math
is math,” he said.

Republicans warmly embraced
Clinton’s speech overall, but tried
to shine the spotlight on
Clinton's call for a tenfold in-
crease in the number of charter
schools nationally. Engler said it

would make it hard for Demo- ~

crats to oppose his push to in-

crease the limit on the number of

charter schools in Michigan.
“What's their argument? The

president’s wrong on that, too?”

he said. .

White House spokesman Mike
McCurry said that was reading
too much into the president’s
speech.

“The main point he stressed is

‘there is no enemy when it comes

to reforming schools. He's not
picking sides in an important de-
bate here about charter schools,”
hesaid.

The themes highlighted by the
president were the same ones he
laid out in his State of the Union
message, including:

—Tax credits for college tuition
Costs.

—Federal funds to lower the
costs of borrowing money to fix
rundown schools.

—Hooking every school and li-

brary up to the Internet by the

year 2000,

—More freedom for parents to
choose which public school their
children will attend.

Rep. Glenn Oxender, a key Re-

.publican on education issues,

said Clinton accomplished more
in one speech than he has in 15
years of trying to achieve biparti-
san solutions to education prob-
lems.

(See—CLINTON, Page &5)
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Chnton steps into
school controversy

(Continued from Page 1)

“It was a phenomenal day in

history,” the Sturgis Republican
said. “It’s awfully unusual for a
gitting president to be so focused
on education.”

Democrats basked in the’ plea«'

sure of having a sm:mg president
of their own party in their midst,
but they put a different slant on
Clinton’s' charter school com-
ments.

Rep. Sharon Gire, D-Clinton
Township, chair of the House Ed-
ucation Committee, said Clinton’
emphasized a need for account-
ability- and oversight, as Demo-
crats in Michigan also have
stregsed, by saying they need ‘to

be held to national standards and.,
should be closed down if’ they fail”

to meet them.

“That’s not what we're -doing
here in Michigan,” she said.
. “He’s not saying, ‘Do anything

called a charte'r, gchool” and well
. give you morey.” :

Several Democrats took care to:

. note that charter schools’ were -
not the prmary foaxs of the

speech.

“Though hehada hne or two on-
charter schools;: ther majority - of::
his speech wag on high stan-
dards,” said-Rep. Jim-Agee; Dt
Muskegon, a gubernatorial; can- -
* didate and longtime critic of En-

- gler's education policies. ~
Agee said he believes it’s hypo-

critical of Engler to sign on to na-

tional testing without also en- ~
dorsmg mandatory ‘content stan-

dards in the classroom.
The president received a warm

welcome “when he arrived, 22

minutes late, for his speech to
about 500 lawmakers, state offi-
cials and invited guests.

He worked his way slowly up

the cenfer aisle of the House .

chamber, careful to shake every
outstretched Democratic hand on’

.the left side of the aisle before -
“turning to his right to shake the

hands of Republican lawmakers,

.too.

At the front of the chamber, the
president craned his neck to look
at the ceiling as Enller pointed

out the glass panel bearing the:
image of Arkansas’ state seal, lo- -
‘cated right next to the panel

bearing Michigan's state seal.
- Clinton drew many parallels
between his time and the era of

the last president to address the-
‘Michigan Legislature ~- The-

odore Roosevelt, who spoke to a
joint session in 1907.
Peace and prosperity reigned in

.bath periods, Clinton said, and
‘that’s what makes this a rare
" time when the nation can concen-

trate on such things as improving’
educahon . L g



More testing, aid

_ to charter schools

- BiLL MiLLER -
The Enguirer

LANSING - President Bill
Clinton swept into Michigan's
Capitol Thursday, rying to forge
bipartisan state support for-his ed-
ucation plans.

It appeared to work - for now,

“Things in Lansing have been
more partisan than | would have
hoped,” said state Rep.- Mark
Schauer, D-Battle Creek. two
months into his first term, Clinton
“gave  something both partes
could live with.”

State Sen. John LH. Schwarz, R-
Battle Creek, said Clinton “picked
the right themes, (supporting}
‘charter schools, which is going to
create the competition we need in
public education. ... 1 think the fact
he’s behind it is going to make it

- easter for states like Michigan.”

But Schauer, a member of the
House Education Committee, and
state Rep. Don Gilmer, R-Augusta,
a leader in Republican Gov. John
Engler's 6year-old state budgetcut
effort, disagreed on some educa-
ton issues, including statewide
currieulum standards.

Clinton's overall message wasa’t
new, observers said, but because
the president spoke to the
Michigan Legislature - the first to
do so since Theodore Roosevelt
gave an address in 1907 - sent a
strong message.

Saying repeatedly that “politics
should stop at-the school house
door,” Clinton called for:

» National school testing stan-
dards.

o Creating many more charter
schools.

* Volunteer tutors to help teach
reading in the early grades.

s Tax breaks for posthigh
schoal technical or eollege study.

¢ Money for replacing aging
buildings and wiring schools to the
Internel, . ’

Clinton also cited national and
Michigan efforts to shrink welfare
rolls, and challenged private busi-
nesses to provide jobs for those af-
fected by those efforts.

But for the most part. the day

was devoted to education,

ENGLER'S INVITE

The bipartisan flame was fanned
by Engler’s invitation for Clinton to

speak here. The two share some |

key education goals, especially
charter schools.

Clinton's entrance into the newly

restored gold, green and rose<ol-
ored House chamber was greeted
with thundering applause and
cheers. The president arrived at
11:25 am. 25 minutes behind

- schedule.

As Clinton shook hands, walk-
ing down the center aisle,

Schauer stood several feet away, -

snapped a photo with his camera,

FOCUS: QUR CLASSROOMS .

(a7 FRSKINE THE EXQUIRER

Dominique Smith, an eighth-grade student at W.K. Kellogg Junior High -

School, looks over some math problems. &

THE PROPOSALS

President Clinton's education
proposals, and quotes from his
speech Thursdoy before the
Hichigan Legistature o high-
light them:

o Sei national standards,
with notional tests in 4th
grade reading and 8th grode
math, and hold schooks ac-
countable for poor scores.

* Set standards for teachers
and help 106,000 master
teachers ochieve nationol cerfi- . ASSOUTED RESS
fication. President Clinton acknowledges the joint

o Rearuit 1 million volunfeer session of the Michigan Legislature dur-
tutors 1o help children read in-  ingt his visit to Lansing on Thursday. Gov.
dependently by the end of the  Johin Engler are trying to find common
3rd grode. ground on a variety of educational issues.
. Expand Heod Start to
cover more disodvantaged children and encourags parents fo become involved in their dhil-
dren's education, : o

» Double funding o start charter schoos so there will be 3,000 charter scheals by the

7 2000.

« Make schoals safer, drug-free and more disciplined with school uniforms, character edu-
«@tion.
. » Wodernize schools with S5 billion for repairs o replocement.

o Give tox credits for college tuition coss.

« Provide skill grants to help elighle workers get educetion and training,

o (onnedt every dassroom and fibrary 1o the Internet by the yeor 2000 ond help olf sto-
dents become technologically fiterate. :

Please see CLINTON, 2A

ROTILE CREEKL FIQLIRER
‘ 397 Al

Clinton passes test

PRESIDENT:
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Clinton’s |
speech
tied to

schools

exchanged  waves with Clinton.
Schwarz sat immediately in front of the
lectern. He shook Clinton's hand
briefly and the two exchanged a quick
greeting. '

In Battle Creek. most educators and
students didn't hear Clinton's speech,
‘But'some said they were glad to see ed-
ucation was getting such high-evel at-
tention.

“I commend the president for doing
it, and the governor for being recep
tive,” said Michael Bitar, superinten-
dent of the 8,700-student Battle Creek
Public Schools. “To put out that olive
branch of nonpartisanship and say,
‘Let’s focus on how to improve oppor-
tunities for youth,” that's truly the key-
stone for the prosperity of the nation.”

LOW SCORES

The challenges, though. exist locally
- in Battle Creek; as elsewhere in
Michigan, L

-In the first tests last year for state-en-
dorsed diplomas - the High School
Proficiency Test - 50 percent or less of
students in Battle Creek-area public
schools showed proficiency in reading

" and writing, and Battle Creek Public

Schools students were below state av-
erages on math and science profi-
ciency.

In addition. local schools’ reading
and math scores for fourth- and sev-
enth-graders in the Michigan Edu-
cation Assessment Program tests fell in
many categories from 1995 to 1996.

The methods and value of those tests

SCOTY ERSKINE/THE ENQUIRER

Brad Billingsley, an 8th-grade student at W.K. Kellogg Junior High
School, concentrates on math problems during class Thursday, He and
other local students may be in for more standardized tests.

have been disputed, but they remain in
use. Local legislators all support’ the
concept of a national testing standard,
so that student performances here can
be compared to those in other states,

- or even other countries.

Engler pledged that Michigan will be
the first state to adopt the national stan-
dard, but Schwarz said he's not certain
that can happen by the start of the
199899 school year, as the governor
projects. ’

Bitar. speculates the MEAP tests
could be replaced, but he’s opposed to
adding more testing for fourth-graders.

Lawmakers, including Gilmer, sup-
port more volunteer reading tutors, but
emphasize that Battle Creek already
has strong tutoring programs with hun-
dreds of volunteers.

And charter schools aren’t necessar-
ily a threat to public schools, Bitar said.

“But let’s make sure there are
checks and balances - if they're mean-
ingful, fine.”

Educational choices already exist
here, Bitar said, in the Battle Creek
Area Mathematics & Science Center,
Calhoun Area Technology Center and
the dual-enrollment program with
Kellogg Community College.

PARTY LINES

Although lawmakers from both par-
ties voiced support for working to-
gether, the party lines were still evident
in the remarks of Schauer and Gilmer.

Schauer blamed the Engler adminis-
tration for problems with the MEAP
and High School Proficiency tests, and
for rejecting corecurriculum stan-
dards set by the state Board of Edu-
cation.

“I have more faith in a national stan-
dardized test rather that what we've
been using,” Schauer said.

Gilmer said Republicans want to
maintain local control of schools, mak-
ing the core curriculum a model rather
than mandatory. “If you follow this
model, every school district will tweak
it in their unique way.”

Gilmer believes Democrats and
Republicans can work out differences
in some areas. But he said the best
route to education reform starts in in-
dividual homes and schools.

He noted a recent Detroitarea
school board meeting, “mobbed by an-
gry parents -.that’s what we need at

“every board meeting. If you can gel

parents saying we will not tolerate fail-
ure . . . the standards are going to in-
crease every year. o
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By Karen Schuiz

Lansing Bureau ’

~ LANSING — President Clinton’s call for natlonal test-
ing — and Gov. John Engler’s offer to accept the chal-

‘.‘3[

gan over standardized testing.
In his speech to a joint.session of the Leglslature Thurs~
day, Clinton thanked Engler for offering Michigan as a

_ be voluntary, but Clinton wants to make them all but im-
~ possible for states to resist offering.

“I'want 1o create a climate in which no one can say
no — in which (the test is) voluntary but you are ashamed
if you don’t give your kids the chance to do this,” Clinton
told the audience jammed into the House chambers.

But Air Force One hadn’t even taken off at Capitol Clty
Airport when critics started complaining.

“Do I need national tests to tell me how my kids are
doing?” said Gary Wolfram, a Republican on the state
Board of Education. “Why do I need to compare my kid?
1, as a parent, will decide what my.child ought'to' léarn.”

P CmuwenN farrict  3-147

lenge — comes at a time when tempers are hot in MlChl- '

pilot state for a national achievement test. The tests would -

.And House minority léader Kén Sikkema, R-Grandville,
added this: “I don’t want to see a massive change of na-
tional government in ediication.” :

‘In remarks preceding Clmton s speech, Eng]er stressed
the need for high standards. He said Michigan students
would take a natlonal test begmnmg with the 1997 98
school year.

R

Critics quicrkf to asséil Clinton’s» proposalst

“Where our children are concerned, our search is not
for a strictly Republican solution ora 3tr1c:t1y Democratic
solution, but an American solution,” Engler said.

Not al children will succeed when taking the tests, but
lowering standards doesn’t help anyone, Clinton said.

“When we see people in difficult c:rcumstances, somei
nmes out of the goodness of our heart, we exercise our
compassnon by expecting less,” he said. “And we are sell-
ing their future right down the drain every time we do it.”

Clinton’s vns;t comes at a time when testing is a soré
spot for many in the Michigan education community,’

Fearing failure, parents of some children have waived their

children out of tests. Some lawmakers are talking about

* tightening the terms under which students may opt out.:

Engler also wants the state to take over any school where.
80 percent of students fail the High School Proficiency

- Test, or where dropout ratesexceed 25 percent The plan

would require legislative approval,
Tough standards and rigorous testmg w1ll measure not

Please see CLINTON A-2

E’Clmton

only student success, but state suc(

cess, many believe.
“The real reason for the testing is
to have some test of accountabil-

_ ity,” said Sen. Majority Leader Dick

Posthumus, R-Alto. “If we have no

-questions be incorporated into €
“isting state tests, including MEAP.
“It’s great we have so much €m- ..

wnll support the development of ew

voluntary tests for fourth-grade
reading and eighth-grade math.
Engler suggested that the te

phasis on educatlon ” said Kathleen

Straus, Democratlc pres:dent of the

testmg 1s the answer
Multiple efforts are-underway in
the Legls ature and state board to

vréview the tests or delay adminis-

*tratnon of future tests. -

““a lot of péople have said the

(high school) tests were designed to
shiow that public schools were fail-
ing,”-Straus said. Instead their pur-

tests of accountability, we don’t
know the schools aré working.”

For many, a major obstacle is de-
ciding what percentage of studénts .
should pass the High School Pro-
ficiency Test. Should the tqst be a
mark of achievement for all stu-
dents, or simply designate varymg

* levels of achievement?
“We're not writing a test where
“all students will pass, so what per-
cent'do we want to have a diploma
for the state endorsement to have
some meaning?” said state Rep.
Glenn Oxender, R-Sturgis.

The state’s assessment coordina-
tor said proficiency is the “ultimate
goal,” but likely won ’t be achieved
by a majority of students for 10
years. “(The test) is a bugaboo,” ad-
mitted Diane Smolen of the state
Education Department, “and it’s .

een woO ant

Cli said m}&tlon- -

state Board of Education.
But she said she’s not sure more

" pose should be t¢ point out where
students need help, she said.
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In Mlchlga.n visit, president turns up pressure for standardized exams

By Ron Fournier

Associated Press

LANSING —President Clinton turned up
the pressure for standardized school exams
Thursday with a promise to create a climate
in which “no one can say no" to testing the
nation’s schoolchildren.

Addressing state lawmakers as the guest of
Republican Gov. John Engler, the president
also called for a bipartisan approach to edu-
cation reform in Michigan and Washington.

“We have.to forge a new partnership for a
‘new time,” the president declared.

Clinton’s oneday trip did little to deflect
attention from his mounting fund-raising
troubles, coming on the heels of the revela-

tion that Hillary Rodham Clinton’s top aide
accepted a campaxgn check from a donor in
the White House. Aides wondered privately
why Maggie Williams didn’t simply send the
donor to the Democratic National Committee.

When asked aboard Air Force One about
the fund-raising problem, Clinton answered
reporters by saying, “Tomorrow.” He has a
news conference scheduled today.

“I'm doing great,” he said, and added he

" doesn’t feel his message was obscured by the

controversies surrounding him. 1 thought
my message got through fine. They got it,”
the president said.

Engler, a rising star on the national GOP

“scene for his welfare and anti-tax initiatives,

greeted Clinton after the president entered

the Hause chamber to loud applause and
offered a bow to Engler’s wife, Michelle.

“Your visit is a significant event because
we are focused on a significant challenge:
improving the education of all our children,”
Engler said.

The governor, who made Bob Dole’s short
list of possible vice presidential candidates,
endorsed Clinton's call for education stan-
dards and testing.

“Michigan accepts your challenge,” Engler

said.

Clinton wants states to establish one set of
performance standards and tests that mea-
sure students’ ability to compete in the world.
He wants to focus on fourth-graders in read-
ingand elght -graders in math,

Apprehensive that mandatory testlng
would cause a political uproar, Clinton decid-
ed last year to use the influence of his office
to urge voluntary compliance. He stepped up
the pressure Thursday,

“I want to create a climate in whlch ne one
can say no, and which is voluntary but you

-are ashamed if you don’t give your kids their

chance to do this,” he said.
Speaking to critics who worry that the
poorest and slowest of students would be held

* back by standardized testing, Clinton said:

“Sometimes out of the goodness of our heart,
we exercise our compassion by expecting less
of ‘them, and we are selling their future right
down the drain every day”

Clinton repeatedly thumped his fist on the

podium. as he delivered hlS most emotional
address on- the topic. “Our schools are still

turning out millions of young people who

simply are not equipped for the new world of
work,” he said.

Clinten was the first president in 90 years
to address Michigan lawmakers.

Teddy Roosevelt appeared before the legis-

lature in 1907, Clinton reiterated his beliel '

that the nation is in a moment of transition
that compares to Roosevelt's time.

“Roosevelt knew that you had to make the
most of peace and prosperity and leadership.

“And he did,” Clinton said.

The Michigan legislature is split along
party lines: The House is controlled by
Democrats, the Senate by Republicans.
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A President Clinton addresses the state l.egislature Thursday tb Gov. Engler's delight.

Some testy about national testing

B Clinton, Engler
push raising school
standards ’

"By Karen Schulz

TIMES LANSING BUREAU

LANSING — President Bill
Clinton's call for national test-
ing — and Gov. John Engler's
offer to accept the challenge —
comes at a time when tempers
are hot in Michigan over stan-
dardized testing.

In his speech to a joint ses-
sion of the Legislature Thurs-
day, Clinton thanked Engler for
offering Michigan as a pilot
state for a national achievement

test. The tests would be volun-

tary, but Clinton wants to make

them ail but impossible for

states to resist.

“| want to create a climate in
which no one can say no — in
which (the test is) voluntary

but you are ashamed if you

don't give your kids the chance
to do this,” Clinton told the
audience jammed
House chambers.

But Air Force One hadn't
even taken off at Capitol City
Airport when crmcs started
complaining. :

“Do 1 need national tests to
tell me how my kids are doing?”
said Gary Wolfram. a Republi-
can State Board of Education
member. “Why do | need to
compare my kid? |, as a parent,
wilt decide what my child ought
to learn.”

into the

_ said. .
Not all chnldren ‘will succeed

And House Minority Leader
Ken Sikkema, R-Grandville, add-
ed this: I don't want to see a
massive change of national gov-
ernment in education.”

In remarks preceding Clin-
ton's speech, Engler stressed
the need for high standards. He
said Michigan students would
take a national test beginning
with the 1997-98 school year.

“Where our children are con-
cerned, our search is not for a
strictly Republican solution or a

-strictly Democratic solution, but

an American solunon, Engler

when taking the tests, but low-
ering standards doesn't help
anyone, Clinton said.

..When we see people in
dzmcult circumstances, some-

‘Educational Assessment

times out of the goodness of our
heart, we exercise our compas-
sion by expecting less of them,”
Clinton said. “And we are sell-
ing their future right down the
drain every time we do it.”

Clinton’'s visit comes at a time
when testing is a sore spot for
many in the Michigan education
community.

Consider the following:

# Less than half the Michigan
high school juniors who took
the first High School Proficiency
Tests last year earned proficient
scores. )

8 Resuits of the Michigan
Pro-
gram tests last fall show that 60
percent or less of fourth- and
seventh-graders earned satisfac-
tory scores in math and
reading.

i

I
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Presndent testing waters

Gov. John Eagler right, laughs durmg President Clinton's address to a joint
~ session of the Macmgan Legisiature at the State Capitol on Thursday. Seated Binsfeld and Sen. Dick Posthumus.

CHQ—ON!LLG

Associated Press

behind Clinton and Engler are, from left, Sen. John Cherry, Lt. Gov. Connie

President pushes testing plan |

Area lawmakers
split on speech

By JOHN S, HAUSMAN
Chronicie staft writer
LANSING — The devil is in the details.

Governor
higher standards;

supports

others grumbling

By KAREN SCHULZ
Chronicle Lansing Bureau
with local reports

LANSING — President Bill
Clinton's call for national testing
— and Gov. John Engler’s offer
to accept the challenge — comes
at a lime when tempers are hot
in Michigan' over standardlzed
testing.

In his s h to a joint session
of the Legislature Thursday,
Clinton thanked Engler for offer-
ing Michigan as a pilot state for a
national achievement test. The
tests would be voluntary, but
Clinton wants to make them all
but impossible for states to resist
offering.

“I want o create a climate in
which no one can say no — in
which (the test is) voluntary but
you are ashamed if you don't give
your kids the chance to do this,”
Clinton told the audience

jammed  inte  the
chambers.

But Air Force One hadn't even
taken off at Capitol City Airport
when critics started complaining.

“Do I need national tests to tell
me how my kids are doing?” said
Gary Wolfram, a Republican
State Board of Education mem-
ber. “Why do I need to compare
my kid? I, as a parent, will de-
cide what my child cught to
learn.”

And House Minority Leader
Ken Sikkema, R-Grandville, add-
ed this: “I don't want to see a
massive change of national gov-
ernment in education.”

House

In remarks preceding Clinton’s

speech, Engler stressed the need
for high standards. He said Mich-

Please see TESTS
Page 2A

Associstsct Press

President Clinton waves to tha joint
session of the Lagislature while House
Speaker Curtis Hertel, D-Detraoit, searches
for a handshake.

West Michigan lawmakers who heard President
Clinton’s speech to the Michigan Legislature agreed

with him that *politics should stop at the schoothouse

door.”
In principle.

But in the real world of pohcymakmg. nothing is
quite that elementary.

Instant reactions from area officials leavmg the
House chambers after Clinton's bipartisan-toned
speech were mostly warm. But lawmakers were also
cautious, anticipating efforts by the Clinton adminis-

tration to turn speeches into legislation.
“It all seunds good on the rhetoric,” said U.S. Rep.

Peter Hoekstra, a Holland Republican. “'Let’s wait for

the details.”

As a member of Congress, Hoekstra will have a
vote on whatever specific bills the president might

propose — unlike the state lawmakers who were Clin-

ton’s main audience. As a member of the opposition

party, he is hedging his bets.
" “He gave a speech I could give, a pretty nice Re-
publican speech,” Hoekstra said. Among other points,

Clinton stressed a need for national testing, high aca-
Please see SPEECH

- Page 2A

‘] liked his approach.
He talked about
nonperformance in a
very positive way.’”’

- Rep. Jon Jellema,

‘] thought the lines could have been drawn more

sharply on charter schools. ... The charter schools

the president was backing are public charter
schools. He was not talking about converting a

private school to a public school, which is what we

R-Grand Haven,

who co-chairs a newly created GOP

task torce on improving schools

have here.’’

— Larry Owen, candidate for the Democratic nomination tor governor

] liked the part
when he endorsed
the idea of full-day,
full-service
schools,’’

— State Board of Education
President Kathleen Straus, D-
Detroit

29




TESTS

Continued from Page 1A

igan students would take a nation-
al test beginning with the 1997-9
school year. .
“Where our children are con-
cerned, our search is not for a

- strictly Republican solution or a

strictly Democratic solution, but
an American solution,” Engler
said.

Not all children will succeed

when taking the tests, but lowering .

standards doesn't help anyone,
Clinton said. E
“When we see people in difficult
circumstances, sometimes out of
the goodness of our heart, we exer-
cise our eom?aasion by e?ectin
less of them,” Clinton said. “An
we are selling their future right

_ down the drain every time we do

iLI' )
Clinton’s visit comes at a time

" when testing is a sore spot for
. many in the Michigan education

community.

Consider the following:

W Less than half the Michigan
high school juniors who took the
first High School Proficiency Tests
iast year earned proficient scores.

B Results of the Michigan Edu-
cational Assessment gram
tests last fall show that 60 percent
or less of fourth- and seventh-
graders earned satisfactory scores
in math and reading.

Fearing fatlure, parents of some
children have waived their chil-
dren out of tests. Some lawmakers
are talking about tening the
conditions under which students

may opt out.

Muskegon Heights school offi-
cials have been criticized for seek-
ing waivers for students expected
to do poorly.

Engler also wants the state to.

take over any school where 80 per-
cent of students fail the High
School Proficiency Test, or where
dropout rates exceed 25 percent.
The plan would require legislative
approval.

Tough standards and rigorous
testing will measure not only stu-
dent success, but state success,
many believe.

“The real reason for the testing
is to have some test of account-
ability,” said Sen. Majority Leader
Dick Posthumus, R-Alto. “If we
have no tests of accountability, we
don’'t know the schools are
working.”

For many, a major obstacle is
deciding what percentage of stu-
dents should pass the High School
Proficiency Test. Should the test
be a mark of achievernent for all
students, or simﬂy designate
varying levels of achievement?

“We're not writing a test where
all students will pass, so what per-
cent do we want to have an ep-
dorsed diploma for the state en-
dorsement to  have  some
meéaning?” said Rep. Glenn
_Oxender, R-Sturgis.

The state’s assessment coordi-
nator said proficiency is the “ulti-
mate goal,” but likely won't be
achieved by a majority of students

for 10 years.

“(The test) is a bugaboo,” admit-
ted Diane Smolen of the state Edu-
cation Department, “and I'm sure
it’s been called worse than that.”

 Clinton said the US. Depart-

ment of Education will support the
development of new voluntary
tests for fourth-grade reading and
eighth-grade math.

Engler suggested that the test
questions be incorporated into ex-

isting state tests; including the

MEAP. ‘

<1 think it's great we have s0
much emphasis on education,”
said Kathleen Straus, Democratic
%;&idem of the State Board of

ucation. )

But she said she’s not sure more
testing is the answer. )

Muitiple ‘efforts are under way
in the Legislature and state board
to review the tests or delay admin-
istration of future tests.

“A lot of people have said the
(high school) tests were designed to

show that public schools were fail- .

ing,” Straus said. Instead their
purpose should be to point out
where students need help, she said.

CORRECTION | |
Western Michigan Christian's
Sarah Kelly, Stephanie Baar and
Jane Abraham should have been
included on Thursday’s eprep vol-
leyball leader board. In 67 games,
Kelly had 66 aces and Baar had 40

while Abraham had 111 digs.

SPEECH

- Continued from Page 1A

demic standards and charter schools. “But we have
not seen any of the proposals,” Hoekstra added.

In particular, the 2nd District representative wants
to see who develops the nationwide tests Clinton is

roposing. "I don't support running those out of the

partment of Education,” Hoekstra said. “(Success-

ful schools) are asking for more freedom, not Wash-
ington to take over the schools.” :

On the state level, no West Michigan lawmaker is
likely to have as direct an impact on the specifics of
school policy as state Rep. James G. Agee, a Muske-
gon Democrat. *

Ageee. formerly a career school administrator, is on
the Democrat-controlled House Education Committee
and is running for his party's 1998 nomination for
governor. He is a frequent critic of education reforms
proposed by Republican Gov. John Engler.

Agee’s apin on Clinton's speech was its stress on ac-
ademic standards — a chance for Agee to plug his
own bill to restore a statewide “core curriculum” for
all public school districts, & concept resisted by
Engler. . :

“The president mentioned standards, standards,

_ standards,” Agee said. “The governor has said that.

t00, but then he turned around and dismantled them.”

One reference in Clinton's speech provoked ap-
flause‘fmm Republicans, but few Democrats: his call
or a “tenfold” increase in the number of charter

schools nationwide.

Tax-funded charter schools are a contentious issue
in Michigan, with Engler and most Republicans sup-
porting their expansion but many Democrats criticiz-
ing what they consider inadequate state contro} of the
existing ones.

Agee — who didn't applaud Clinton’s charter-school
remark — later stressed the president’s qualifying
remarks: “You can stay open only as long as youdo a
good job,” Clinton said. “That’s what a charter
is. ... We have got to have high standards, high expec-
tations and high levels of accountability.”

The president also added that all public schools —

not just a few with charters ~ can and must be -

brought up to high standards.

Agee echoed those remarks. “The (Michigan) Dem-
ocratic caucus supported charter schools,” Agee said.
“As (Clinton) said, they have to be accountable, with
oversight, and not necessarily competing (with other
public schools).”

State Rep. Paul T. Baade. a Roosevelt Park Demo-
ecrat, also praised Clinton's speech. "I thought he was
right on target with some of the things we are trying
to do here," Baade said, stressing accountability and
high academic standards. '

Republican state Sen. Leon Stille of Ferrysburg
also was supportive. although he expressed reserva-
tions over Clinton's call for national testing.

(Te82)
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Even politicians
can be impressed

It pays to have an aisle seat. Or a
second-from-the-aisle seat.

Reps. Lynne Martin ;Lan-

Sing; ""‘W
were among the lucky ones Thurs-
day. As Clinton made his way down
the center aisle in the House cham-
ber, shaking hands and exchanging
greetings, the two were right at the
rope-line. » '
.- Clinton had nearly passed Baird
when she shouted out ‘“Hey!” He
turned and grasped her hand,
shook the hands of some of the
guests around her, then gave Marti-
nez a full shoulder-clap and smile
before moving on.

“Really major, major excite-
ment,” Baird said later.

“*No matter how long you've
been around and how jaded you
can be, there are certain things that

- are still impressive,” said Martinez.

. Afterwards, state lawmakers and
gthers lined up on the Capitol's first
floor to have their picture taken
with Clinton — Democrats and Re-
blicans alike, with Gov. John
Zngler standing by to make
introductions.
- How giddy were people?
. Conrad Mallett, chief justice of
the Michigan Supreme Court, stood
in his long black robe snapping pic-
tures with a ﬁocket,camera as (,]iur
ton approached.

“,Hollister hears

encouraging words

Good thing Lansing Mayor David
Hollister works close to the Capitol.
Hollister greeted President Clin-

“ton at the airport Thursday, then

was in the House audience as a
est of Rep. Lynne Martinez when

Clinton gave his speech.

After the affair; he headed back
to his City Hall office. . '

Not long after, word came that
Clinton was inviting him to lunch in

the office of House Speaker Curti
Hc_gnel..Hollister H’&sﬂes back to the
a

pitol, where he dined with Clin- |

ton, Hertel and several other
lawmakers.

- Lax\%mts

Skakr %
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Connections give
Democrats contact

Democratic activist Joel Fergu-
son joined President Clinton on the
Air Force One flight back to Wash-

ington Thursday.

“I'm taking Engler’s seat,” he

said. Gov. John Engler, who was in
Washington for meetings on
Wednesday, had flown with the

president to Lansing.

U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow, D-

Langing, meanwhile, flew

ip with the president. On Thurs-
g;p night, she was invited to the
ngte ouse with other members
of the congressional women’s cau-

cus for dinner.

Compiled by Stats Journal staff

writers
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Meeting the pre&dent makes kids’ walt worthwhile

By Todd Schulz
Lansing State Journal

To those aboard Air Force One,
Carlos Cosey must have looked
like the perfect welcome for Presi-
dent Clinton. -

The 9-year-old bundled in a
black coat flashed a toothy grin
and a ye. ilow cardboard sign that
read, “We love you Mr. President,”
as Chnton s plane taxied across the
runway Thursday morning at Capi-
tal City Airport.

Minutes later, Cosey and nine
other local students found them-
selves face-to-face with the leader
of the free world. ,

“I'll remember it forever,” said
Cosey, a student at Mid- Mlchigan
Pub ic School Academy in

- U.S. Rep. Debbie

Lansing.
Same for the other students,
who earned the chance to meet

. Clinton by writing essays and let-

ters to the Lansmg State Journal.

tabenow made
the arrangements with the White
House.

The group — ranging in a§0 B

from 9 to 17 and representing
tocal schools — arrived at the air-
port about 9:15 a.m.

They spent about an hour watch-
ing Secret Service agents, report-
ers and police prepare for the visit
before a White House staffer ush-
ered them onto the runway to
await Air Force One.

Darrell Crockett, a 9-year-old
from El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz
Academy in Lansing, pulled his

Souvenir
smile: Carlos
Cosey, a
third-grader at
Mid-Michi-
gan Public
School

- Academy, gets
an auto- ‘
graph from
Clinton.

ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journs!

coat over his head and its sleeves
over his hands to ward off the cold.

When Clinton emerged from the
plane, he greeted local officials, in-

cludin 5 Mayor David Hollister, and
heade

dential limousine.

straight for the students, .
who were stationed near the presi-

iy
2

“Thanks for waiting for me,”
Clinton said, his smiling face beet
red from the frigid air.

The president spent about five -

minutes with the students, who
were accompanied by Diane
Spicer, a Grand River Elementary
School fourth-grade teacher. He
shook hands, collected gifts,
signed autographs and posed for
group pictures.

Katelyn Christensen and Ashley
Thomas, both 9 years old, gave

_ Clinton a notebook filled with

some of the more than 700 letters
written to the. president by Lan-
sing-area students.

4z

A few more smiles, a few final -
waves and the president ducked

Please see KIDS, S8A'



Kids: Visit
was worth
the wait

- Continued FROM 1A

* into the limo for the trip to the

state Capitol to address
law;nakers. -
“It exceeded my expectations,”
said Brian Ngo, a 17-year-old se-
nior from Holt High School. “It's a

" great experience to shake hi

talk to him. »

 “When you see him on TV, you
don't see him as a real person.”
Ngo wasn't’ the only student

who saw a new side of the
president. R

“T didn’t expect him to be so
enthusiastic,” said Emma Tai, a
12-year-old fromMacDonald Mid-

- -dle School in East Lansing. “I'm

going to go back to school and all

~ ;ny friends will say, ‘Oh, you're so
U

Tai said Clinton was taller in
person than on television.

Meeting the president cleared

a different misconception for

gsey, who included a drawing of
Clinton with his letter. The next
time Cosey sets out to capture the
president’s image on paper, he'll
use a different color crayon.

“His gray hair surprised me, |
thought it was brown,” he said
with a smile. ~ E



| closely. ’'m not ready to take from public educa-
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Clinton,

Engler
agree on
schools

M President’s speech puts some
state Democrats in ‘awkwand-' pos:tnonﬂ

By TOM MURPHY
f The Qakland Press
E

LANSING — President Bill Clinton and Gow.
John Engler may agree that “politics should stop -
at the schoolhouse door,” but Republicans and
Democrats in Michigan remain divided on a host
of educational initiatives.

One of the thorniest issues
in Michigan — charter
schools — was hailed by
Clinton in his speech
Thursday to the state
Legislature as a way to’
improve education by offer- |
ing more choices to families \

The president said he !
wants to “in¢rease by tenfold
the number of charter

Clinton 2000. ... We want 1o say to
them, You can stay open only
as long as you do a good job. That’s what the
charter means. That’s what a charter is.”
‘Clinton’s stand puts state Democrats, who
have been cool to the idea of charter schools, ini a
tough position. On Wednesday, Senate
Democrats voted against a bill to lift the cap on
charter schools in low-income areas. The issue |
passed in the GOP-held Senate, but its prospects
in the Democrat-controlled House are uncertain.
“I think before I support it I need to look at it

I Commmm————_ ——————————

SEE CLINTON/A-15

schools we have by the year B
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President's praise puts
state Democrats in
awkward positions

tion and give it to charters,” said
state Rep. Nancy Quarles, D-
Southfield.  More emphasis
should be put on public educa-
tion so everyone has an opportu-
nity to get a quality education.”
ther Democrats were less

willing to stand publicly in oppo-

".sition to their president on the
charter issue. )

“We're not against charter
schools.” said state Sen. Gary
Peters. D-Bloomfield Township.
“It's a worthwhile experiment.
We just need to be careful as
we're moving forward.”

Peters said he voted against
the bill Wednesday because it

" would have allowed some char-
ter schools to discriminate in
admitting students, which would
have cost the state $80 million .
in federal funds. Republicans,
including Sen. Dan DeGrow of
Port Huron, called the argument
“ridiculous.”

While Clinton and Engler
seemed to exude an air of bipar-
tisanship on behalf of the
gau‘on’s chri)l%eré,_Re . John

reernan. D-MadisGn Heights,
said Repubiicans and Uemocrats
in Michigan will continue to dis-
agréee on other school issues,
including establishing a core
curriculum and educational
standards. .

“I don't see evervthing as rosy
as some people say,” Freeman
said. “The concept that a few
charter schools will drastically
improve schools is nonsense. We
need to improve the schools that
are now in place because the
vast majority of kids will still go
there.” :

{n his 47-minute speech.
Clinton repeated many of the
themes in his state of the union
address — at least two vears of
education past high school,
Internet access for all children,
schools of choice, teaching right
‘and wrong in classrooms, addi-
tional money for school construc-
tion, a tutoring program to help

“children read independently,
100,000 more master’s teachers
-nationwide and uniform national

_standards, particularly in read-

1ag and math.

. ublican legislators, such as
Sen. Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake

-Orion, were largely supportive of

-the president’s 1deas, saying they

“bad been pursuing many of the

“same proposals for more than 10
years.

" Rickard Simonson, assistant

_superintendent of Oakland

| o

Tne Associaled Press WILSREDQ LEE

President Clinton receives an ovation from the Michigan State

Legisiature and Gov. Engler (right)

Schools, said he is not surprised

_that Michigan Democrats seem
- less enthusiastic about charter

schools than their party’s presi-
dent.

“We have a prettv strong pub-
lic school system, and there’s a
tradition in Michigan of strongly

.supporting public schools,”

Simonson said. “Polling data
here shows most people think
their public schools are pretty
good, and any tampering with
that i something that causes
people concern.” .

State Rep. Tom Middleton, R-
Ortonville, praised Clinton for
saying that compassion is not
the answer for schools if it
means lowering expectations
from young people.

“When I-was raising my chil-
dren, it was easy to le: them off
and drop the standards so you
didn't have to keep hounding

- them,” Middleton said. *But we

need to keep that pressure.on to
get quality schools.”

The president and governor
pledged to work togetheron a
system that prepares voung peo-
ple for jobs in a global economy

and trains adults on welfare to
work for a living.

Engler said he and the presi-
dent have had constructive talks
about education, and that they
share much cornmon ground.

“We are focused on a signifi-
cant challenge — improving the
education of all our children. No
challenge confronting our state
and nation is more urgent,”
Engler said. “Where our children
are concerned, our search is not
strictly for a Republican solution
or a strictly Democratic solution,
but an American solution. A
solution that unites rich and
poor, parents and teachers, prin-
cipals and employers.”

Marion Ginopolis, superinten-
dent of Oxford Area Community
Schools, attended the speech and
said she was glad the nation’s
future was the emphasis rather
than politics.

“As a local superintendent |
didn't hear one thing that was
said today that I wouldn’t sup-
port for kids — high standards,
high expectations, assessment of
accountability,” Ginopolis said.

2okl
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The president in Michigan

Clinton touting
school testing

M Charter schools:
State Senate passes
bill to expand number,

- A3

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lansing - President Clinton and
Gov. John M. Engler tried to find
common ground on education as the
president brought his campaign for
school standards and national testng
to Michigan today.

Clinton's scheduled speech on ed-
ucation to a joint session of the Michi-
gan Legislature was preceded by
some bipartisan showmanship.

_ The president arranged for En-
gler, who was in Washington

-Wednesday, to fly back to L;msing

aboard Air Force One.

~ Consensus on education sought

- he backed Clinton's proposal to ex-

pand the nationwide school testing.

“I'm hoping (the testing) will start
next year,” Engler said while in
Washington.

. The president has proposed using

the National Assessment of Educa-
ton Progress to test students in
fourth-grade reading and eighth-
grade math to make sure students
master key skills.

The tests now are given only in a
random sample of school districts,
rather than to all students. Engler
said inserting the national questions

And Engler said Wednesday that

Please see CLINTON, At1
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President Clinton's proposals:

W Set national standards. with
national tests in 4th-grade
reading and 8ih-grade math.
arkt hold schools accountabie
tor poor scores.

& Set standards for teachers
and help 100,000 master
teachers achieve national
certification. )
& Recruit 1 miltion volunteer
tutors to help children read
independently by the end of tha
3rd grade. .

W Expand Head $tant to cover
more disadvantaged children
and encourage parents to
become involved in education.
8 Double funding to stan
charter schools so there will be
3,000 of them by the year 2000.
8 Make schools safer, drug-tree
and more disciplined with
uniforms, character education,
8 Provide $5 billion tor repairin
or replacing schools. o
B Give tax credits tor college
tuition costs.

® Provide skill grants tor worker
education and training.

# Connect avery classroom and
library to the intermet by the
year 2000 and help all students
become technologically literate.

CLINTON

into the Michigan Educational As-

sessment Program test would let

the state sce how its students

;tack up against the rest of the na-
on

* “When you give your state-only
test, eve is above average.
. When you ask how they're doing
individually, everybody is doing
great,” Engler said. |
Clinton  administration
gave the state a pat on the back in
return. Michigan students im-
proved 12 points on eighth-grade
math scores compared to 1990 on
the most recent NAEP tests.

_US. Secretary of Education
Richard Riley said Michigan,
North Carolina and Texas im-
proved the most. )

“They get my most improved
player award. This is a big
achievement,” Riley, said in a
gtatement released by ‘Eng!er’s of-

ce.

In advance of Clinton’s speech,
state officials had plenty of ideas
of what they wanted 1o hear.

Sen. Joe Conroy, D-Flint Twp.,
E-mailed the president to urge

. him to tout an experiment in Flint
that has raised test scores by lim-
gnn?dt;‘) 17 the number of students
in. kindergarten thrqugh third-
grade classrooms.

way we ought to go in terms of re-

“I have told him that this is fhe ‘

forming our public school sys-
tems, to make sure these kids can
get a good chance, a good start,”
Conroy said.

* Rep. Jim Agee, D-Muskegon,
_wanfe% to "hear Support for his
idea of reinstituting core curricy-

lum standards for state schools.

Michigan had adopted a re-
quirement that districts follow
standards of what should be
taught in key academic areas at
each grade, but Republicans re-
pealed that.

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port
I-‘ium‘n, said the focus on educa-
tion is more important than the
specifics pf what Clinton says.

“Any time the president of the
United States is here talking
about a topic, that topic becomes
tmportant. That in and of itself is
positive because of the attention
(to education),” he said.

Kathleen Straus, president of
the state Board of Education, said
she hoped having the state’s Re-
publican governor appear with
the Democratic president will
change the tenor of the debate

‘over education in Michigan.

"It might produce a more bi-
paruisan spirit,” said Straus, a De-
troit Democrat.
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Republicans embrace
‘Clinton’s education ideas

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANSING — President
Clinton declared Thursday “this
is a rare time” that the nation
should seize to forge a new

. bipartisan partnership for
improving schools.

Clinton used his speech to a
joint session of the Michigan

ouse and Senate to push the
education agenda he laid out in
his State of the Union message,
including more charter schools,
national testing and letting par-

- ents choose which school their

child will attend. .

. “This is not a partisan issue.
There is no Democratic or
Republican way to learn. There
is no Maryland or Michigan way
to learn. Reading is reading,
math is math,” he said.

It was a speech that rang true
to both Republicans and
Democrats as members of each
party read into it support for
their own education visions.
Lawmakers interrupted the
president’s 45-minute speech 24
times with applause, and got to
their feet when he urged high
standards for all students.

... When we see people in dif-
ficult circumstances, sometimes
out of the goodness of our heart,
we exercise our compassion by
expecting less of them. And we
are selling their future right
down the drain every time we do
it,” Clinton said to prompt the
ovation.

One audience member deals
with Clinton's subject every day
as principal of Henry Paideia
Academy, a public elementary
school struggling in a poor,
urban section of Grand Rapids.

“I couldn’t hardly sit in my
seat, he was so right-on with
what he said,” said Ruth Jones.
“The children can do it. We can
doit.”

Gov. John Engler, who rode

‘ back from Washington aboard

Air Force One with Clinton, told
the crowd that he and the presi-
dent had found common ground
on education. The governor had

earlier announced Michigan

. wanted to be the first state to

volunteer to test fourth-graders
in reading and eighth-graders in
math, using the national tests
Clinton has been promoting.

“I thought it was a tremen-
_dous speech,” Engler toid

reporters later.
The president urged:

B National testing in reading
and math. Although it would not
be required, Clinton said states
should do it so they know how
their students compare.

® Tax credits for college -
tuition costs.

. ¥ Federal funds to lower the
casts of borrowing money to fix
rundown schools.

. @ Hooking every school and
library up to the Internet by the
year 2000. .

W More freedom for | aréfxts to
choose which public school their
children will attend.

- W A tenfold increase in the
number of charter schools in the
country. .

‘The governor said Clinton’s
backing of charter schools would
make it hard for Democratic
lawmakers to continue t{o oppose
GOP efforts to remove the limit
on the number of charter schools
in Michigan.

“What's their argument? The

resident’s wrong on that, too?”
e said.

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port
Huron, said Clinton endorsed
the aﬁenda Michigan .
Republicans have been pushing
for years. :

“I don’t know whether to be
worried or encouraged that | felt
very comfortable with the presi-
depdt's speech — all of it," he
said.

Democrats basked in the plea-
sure of having a sitting presi-
dent of their own party in their
midst, but they put a different
stant on Clinton’s charter school
comments. :

Rep. Sharon Gire, D-Clinton

GWnship, ¢ & House
Education Committee, said
Clinton emphasized a need for
accountability and oversight, as
Democrats in Michigan also
have stressed, by saying they
need to be held to national stan-
dards and should be closed down
if they fail to meet them.

“That’s not what we're doing
here in Michigan,” she said.

“He's not saying, ‘Do anythin
called a charter school and we’
give you money.”

Several Democrats took care
to note that charter schools were
not the primary focus of the

. speech.

“Though he had a line or two
on charter schools, the majority
of his speech was on high stan-
dards,” said B_g_p&iﬂ%@g_ﬂ
Muskegon, & gubernatorial can-
didate and longtime critic of
Engler’s education policies.

Agee said he believes it's hypo-
critical of Engler to sign on to
national testing without also
endorsing mandatory content

. standards in the classroom.

To Rep. Gary Peters, the most
exciting part of the speech was
Clinton's announcement that
Michigan would receive $8.6 mil-
lion for technological upgrades
to its schools. The funds could be
used to train teachers in new
technology and to buy comput-
ers, software and Internet
access.

“People are going to be left
behind” without such help, the
Pontiac Democrat said.

The president received a warm
welcome when he arrived, 22
minutes late, for his speech to
about 500 lawmakers, state offi-
cials and invited guests.

He worked his way slowly up
the center aisle of the House

. chamber, careful to shake every

outstretched Democratic hand
on the left side of the aisle
before turning to his right to
shake the hands of Republican
lawmakers, too.

At the front of the chamber,
the president craned his neck to
lock at the ceilin§ as Engler
pointed cut the giass panel bear-
ing the image of Arkansas’ state
seal, located right next to the
panel bearing Michigan’s state
seal. .

Clinton drew many parallels
between his time and the era of
the last president to address the
Michigan Legislature —
Theodore Roosevelt, who spoke
to a joint session in 1907.

Peace and prosperity reigned
in both periods, Clinton said,
and that’s what makes this a
rare time when the nation can
concentrate on such things as
improving education.

Clinton lived up to his reputa-
tion as a skilled communicator
with his earnest, conversational
style, said Rep. Jon Jellema, R-
Grand Haven.

*I liked his approach.” Jellema
said. “He talked about non-per-
formance in a very positive way.”
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Nationwide test
gets good marks

GD .

TESTS .
Nationwide approach gets qualified OKs

ing less of them,” Clinton said  *

» Do vou support Presi-
dent Clintan’s call for
national student
tests? Baillot Box, D8.

MIKE THOMPSON
and KAREN SCHULZ
- ETHE SAGINAW NEWS
and NEWS LANSING BUREAU

LANSING -~ President
Clinton’s call for national stu-
dent tests is a good idea “as
fong as they do it right.” says
a veteran Saginaw School
District specialist.

“How reliable is it?" asked
Barry E. Quimper, the dis-
trict's director of evaluation,
testing and research.
valid? Is it measunng what

,it's supposed (o measure?”

Clinton spoke to state leg-

islators Thursday in Lansing

us part of his emphasis on
education during the start of
his second term.

He repeated his State of
‘the Union proposal for na-
tional tests of fourth-graders

. . N

“Is it

in reading and eighth- -prad-
ers in math.

“I°s not- a new ideca.”
Quimper said. “1tU's heen
kicked around for the paxt 20

1o 30 years.

A form of nationa! testmg
already exists, he noted. al
lowing analysts to compare
the .United States with other
countries.

The difference is that the
cxisting tests measure a

sampling of American stu-

dents. Clinton would seore all
pupils at once.

“National standards and a
national curriculum would
not be a bad idea,” Quimper
said.

“A lot of people oppose that
because they say it would
threaten local centrol, but if
we are just tatking bascline
(minimums requirements, |
could support it.”

Paul W. Lichau. president
of the Carrollton Education
Association, said he wouwld
hack national tests if they are

not used as a prop to com- -

pare one school with another.

Gov.-John M. Engler, who
claims bipartisan common
ground with Clinton on
school issues, has issued an-
nual state reports that com-
pare scores among districts.

*S0 much of education de-
pends on a student's cireum-
stances,” Lichau said.

“Anytime you lry to cem-
pare one student against an-
other. one district against
another, one state against
another, you run inte circum-

AL GOLDIS/SAGINAW NEWS L ANSING BURE AU
Gov. John Engler, right, responds during President Clinton’s address to the state Legistature.

stances among the students
that are not the same.”

Educators across Michi-
gan have comnplained that
Engler's emphasis on state
tests is eroding time from
classroom lessons.

For example, the new high
school proficiency tests in
reading. writing, math and
science require a eombined
tt hours.

National exams should
combine with state tests in-

stead of duplicating them, Li-

chau suggested.

“I dom’t think we would
want to add tnational tests) .

to the many days of testing
that we already do.” he said.

Clinton's call for nationa) -

testing, and Englet’'s offer to
accept the challenge, come at
a time when tempers arc hot
in Michigan over standard-
ized testing.

PLEASE SEE TESTS — A2»

Y CONTINUED FliuM AY

In his speech Thursday. Clinton
thanked Engler for offering Michi-
gan as a pilot staté for a nationa!

« achievement test.

Air Force One hadn't even taken

" off at Capitol City Airport when

critics started complaining.

“Do 1 need national tests to tell
me how my kids are doing?” said
Gary Wolfram. a Republican State
Board of Education member. “Why
do ! nced to compare my kid? 1, as
a parent, will decide what my child
ought to learn.”

And House Minority Leader Ken
Sikkema, a Grandville Republican,
added this: “I don't want to see a
massive change of national gov-
ernment in education.”

In remarks preceding Chnwns
speech, "Engler emphasized the
need for high standards. He said
Michigan students would take ‘a
national test beginning with' the
1997-98 school year.

“"Where our children are con-
cerned, our search is not for a
strictly Republican solution or a
strictly Democratic solution. but
an American solution.” Engler
said. .

Not all children will succeed
when taking Lhe tests. but lowering
standards doesnt help anyone.
Clinton said.

“When we see people in difficult
circumstances. sometimes out of
the goodness of our hear!, we ex-
ercise our compassion by expect.

“And we are selling their future
right down the drain every time we
do it.”

Fearing failure. parents of some
children have waived their chil-
dren out of tesis. Some lawmakers
are tallung’ about tightening the
conditions under which students
may opt out.

Tough standards and rigorous
testing will measure not only stu-
dent success, but state success.
many believe.

“The real reason for the testing
is to have some test of accountabif-
ity,” said Sen. Majority Leader
Dick Posthumus, a Repubhcan
from the Grand Rapids area, “If.
we have no tests of accountability.
we don't know the schools are
working.”

Engler suggested that questions
on a national test could fit in with
eyustmg state exams.

“It’s great we have so much em-
phasis on education,” said Kath-
leen Straus. Democratic. president
of-the State Board of Education.

But she's not sure more testing
is the answer.

Many eflorts are under way in
the Legislature and state board to
review tests or delay giving tests.

“A lot of people have said the
thigh school} tests were designed .
to show that public schools were
failing,” Straus said.

State tests should point om
where students need help, she
said. @ .
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['l Clinton makes
history by outlining
plan before

~ state Legislature.

By Chad Selweskl
Macomb Daily Staff Writer

President Clinton, in a his-
toric appearance Thursday be-
fore the Michigan Legislature,
called for national testing of stu-
dents dcross America to estab-
l lish an American standard in
M reading and math skills. ‘

} Gov. John Engler immediately

thatall Michigan fourth-graders
will take the national reading
- test starting with the 199798

l school year:

l took up the challenge, vowing.

“It doesn't matter if your
“child makes the highest grade in
the class if nobody gets over the
standards bar,” said Clinton,

l making the first presidential ad-
dress to a joint session of the-
Legislature since Theodore Roo-
sevelt in 1907.

l “We need tests. that* say
whether you crossed the thresh-
old of what you must know todo
well in the world of tomorrow,”

Engler said he hopes to ag- President cunton acknowledges the }olnt session of the Mlchlgan Leglslature as Gov. John Eng!e ap- |

minister the National Assess-
ment of Education Progress, or
NAEP test, to all Michigan

fourth-graders in the next school

year. The NAEP test for eighth-

. graders, a math exam, will take

more time to put into place, he

said. ,

. “We here in Michigan will be::

the first state to measure student

l achievement against the world,”
Engler told the legislators. .

. Clinton urged all states to em-

brace national standards for

l math and reading, with testing
in the fourth and eighth grades.

The testing wouldn't be

See CLINTON, Page 4A

mandatory,- he said. But the .

for natmnalte‘sts

plauds Thursday In Lanslng

Macomb educators ready for natlonal test

ByFtankDeFrank;M :

anoauysmffwmer T

Presmem Bill Clinton, who proposed a national -
‘assessment test for public school students: Brlng?

iton.

“We could easily accommodate the natlonal‘j .
standards without skipping'a beat,” said Joanne

Jacobson, agsistant superintendent of curncu‘
lum for Fraser Public Schools.

“It wouldn’t cause any consternation in this
county or thisstate.” .~

Clinton outlined plans to unplement the Na-
tional Assessment of Education Progress tests to

‘ Michigan fourth- and eighth-graders. The goal is-

o pmvxdea«t&st that- can accurately measm stu- -«

entachievement across the country. -
Gov. John' Engler pmmlsed tobegin: hnplemen-

" tation'of the national test this fall.
« Jacobson is also president of the Macomb As- -
'somatlon of Curriculum Administrators, which

oversees what Macomb.County school children

‘are taught. She’s familiar with the NAEP ‘test,
" gives it high mgrks and predicted Michigan stu-

dents will score above the national average.
“It’s a good one,” she said. “But it’s not as high

level (as the Michigan Education Assessment

Program). It’s not as difficuit.

“I would assume we (Macomb County'_;;'

See EDUCATORS Page 4A
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Educators

Continued from Page 1A

students) would all do pretty wellon
it” )
William Britt is deputy superin-
tendent of Clintondale Community
Schools, which earned accolades for
its recent success on the MEAP
tests.

Although unfamiliar wlth the
NAEP, implementation of another
assessment test is no surprise. As-
sessment is the buzzword of the
'90s. :

“We are certainly spending more
and more time dealing with the as-
sessments and the scoring of assess-
ments,” said Britt. “The internal as-
sessment has become the outsxde
evaluation.”

That can be good or bad, Britt
continued.

“Too much of it could turn out to
be dangerous,” he said. “If we rely
too much on these tests to place a
value on a school district, I thmk it's
amistake.”

Superintendent James Avery of
New Haven Community Schools
has no quarrel with assessment
tests. But he wonders if politicians,
the media and the public are “as-
sessment happy”

Assessment tests were designed

tors toevaluate what they teach and
how they teach it. Now, the tests
have become scoreboards that don’t

originally as a tool for administra-

If we rely too much
on these tests to
place a value on a

school district, I think

it’s a mistake.

- William Britt

Clintondale Schools

I
always accurately reflect a district's *

ability toeducate students.

“For some reason, there is a need
to compare ourselves to each other,”
said Avery “We put a lot of undue
pressure on kids, due to the manner
we handle assessment tests.”

While New Haven students may
not fare as well as their neighbors
on assessment tests, the superinten-
dent said, “They do as well as any-
body else when it comes to aﬁer
highschool.”

Britt empathizes mth his neigh-
bor to the north. Assessment tests
should be just one part of theeduca-
tion picture, Britt said. But Michi-
gan isan “assessment-based reform
state,” and that's not likely to
change any time soon.

“We probably sooner than others

"have accepted that philosophy.” said

Britt. “I'm not gomg to stand in the
way of atidal wave.

(2es?)

Clinton

Continued from Page 1A

president vowed to create a national
climate in which any state would be
“ashamed” if they declined.
Engler said portions of the NAEP
reading test for fourth graders will

. be incorporated into the state stan.
dardized test known as MEAP or

Michigan Educational Assessment

Program. .
Establishing the NAEP math test

for eighth graders, hesaid, will take

- more planning because the MEAP

test is taken a year earlier, in sev-
enth grade.

Currently the NAEP tests are ad- -

ministered in a small sampling of
schooldistricts across the nation.”

Clinton said a new national test
— measuring fourth-grade reading
and eighth-grade math, like NAEP
~— will be developed over the next
{wo years. '

The biggest applause of the day
for the president came when he
warned that all students, even those
whuo struggle with academics, must
be held to rigorous nanonal stan-
dards.

“Sometimes out of the goodness

of our heart, we exercise our com- - )
’ » - to, Posthumus said each school dis-

trict should establish its own stan-

passion by expecting less of them,
hesaid. “And we are selling their fu-
ture right down the drain every
timewedoit.”

The testing plan proposed by the
president and embraced by the gov-
ernor appeared to gain quick accep-
tance from educators — and from
one Macomb County student who
was a guest at the president’s
speech.

“Someone like me, I'm not a good
test-taker. But it (the national test)
can show students the points they
need help ‘with,” said Jessica
Chrzanewski, 17, a senior at South
Lake High School in St. Clair

Shores.

Mount Clemens Schools Superin.
tendent Blanche Fraser, whoalsoat-
tended the speech, said she wel-
comes the call for standards that
place more scrutiny on the educa- . -
tion system. Strong schools, she
said, are necessary for a strong :
economy, :

“The stakes have never been °
higher and the competition hasnev- *
er been greater, not only between |
states, but between nations,” said
Fraser. “Why should we (educators)

- be exempt from that competition?”

State Rep. Sharon Gire, chair-
woman of the House Education
Committee, said she doesn't believe -
the national test can be put into :
place for fourth-graders as quickly :
as the governor hopes.

A Clinton Township Democrat, =

Gire said it makes more sense to .
first establish state standards
through a mandated core curricu-
lum for all schools, as. the House
Democrats have proposed. .
But Senate Majority Leader Dick -

‘Posthumus said the core curricu-

Jum plan will be “dead on arrival”
inthe Senate. A Republican from Al-

dards. .

Engler and fellow Republicans
were pleased by the conservative .
tone of the president’s speech, in-
cluding Clinton’s call for a tenfold
increase in alternative charter
schools by 2000.

“I think we should work together
to give parents more choices for
what public schools their children
attend all across America,” said -
Clinton. “I think we should help
teachers, parents, museums and
others to create new public charter
schools.”

4";0'
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ROD SANFORD/Lansing Stats Journal
Presidont arvives: President Clinton leaves Air Force One
upon his arrival Thursday in Lansing, followed by Gov. John
Engter, U.S. Reps. John Dingell, D-Trenton, Debbie Stabenow,
D-Lansing, and other dignitaries. ’
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Reaction to Clinton’s
education agenda split
along partisan lines

By Chris Andrews
Lansing State Journal

Republicans and Democrats
seemed to hear two different
speeches from President Clinton on
Thursday — and both gave him rave
reviews, )

Republicans hailed Clinton’s edu-
cation address to the Legislature as
unbridled support for.their efforts
to expand the number of charter
schools in Michigan. Democrats
fiercely oppose that effort, saying

the existing charter schools aren’t’

held accountable.

~ “Faceit, Bill Clinton’s for charter .
schools, the National Education As-

‘'sociation is, John Engler and the

Senate Republi-

——————  cans areh folr

“Hea® charter schools

He's got for Michigan's

somuch  future,” said

' " Sen. - Bill

empgthy, Schuette, R-
he just Midland.

‘‘Michigan
takes Democrats are
off.” out of sync with-

our president,

David Holister  their party's
Lansing leader.” ‘
mayor Democrats,
on the other

hand, latched

. on to Clinton’s call for strong stan-
© dards, which they translated into a

itch for a mandated core curricu-

" lum. House Democrats are pushing

to restore a mandate repealed by

. Republicans in the last session.

“He pointed out very clearly that

- educational reform is more than a
. one-dimensional challenge,” said
. Senate Minority Leader John Cher-
- 1y, D-Clio. "'The president said we
. need to be committed to basic cur-
. riculum, and yet the Republicans
- have backed away from it.”

‘Clinton's address — the second to

' a state legislature since his State of
the Union message in January —is

part of a campaign to place improv-

 Ing schools at the top of the national
. agenda.

In broad terms, he wants ail 8-

~ year-olds to be able to read indepen-

dently, all 12.year-olds to be able to
log onto the Internet, ail i8 year-
olds to be able to attend college and

. all adults to commit themselves to

lifelong learning.

* anaMark Mayes contributed to this
_report.

His 10-point “call to action™ in-
cludes such things as more readin
tutors, national testing and upgrad-
ed technology.

Although Clinton declared that

- “politics should stop at the class-

room door,” it was immediately ap-

. parent that there are sharp partisan

differences in the Michigan
Legislature. -
After the speech, Republican

- leaders held a news conference to

highlight the areas where they
agreed with Clinton, focusing pn-

marily on charter schools and na-

tion testir;f.
Senate Majority Leader Dick
Posthumus challenged Democrats

- totake up a bill increasing the num-

ber of charters immediately

But U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow,
D-Lansing, said Clinton's and
Engler’s positions on school issues
aren’t as close as they seem.

“The words sound the same, the
actions have been very different,”
she said. Clinton, for instance, em-
phasized lifelong learning, while
Engler cut adult education
spending.

State Rep. Laura Baird, D-Oke-

"mos, said she believed Clinton suc-

ceeded in contrasting his position

with Engler’s. o
1 think they have very different

approaches. [ think Clinton’s strate-

. gy is more inclusive and brinﬁ}né
n

people along, rather than the

. of confrontational, in-your-face
© style we see in Michigan,” she said.

Former Gov. James Blanchard, a

. friend of Clinton’s since both were
- Democratic governors in the 1980s,
. said the Fresidem sought to be in-
: tentional

y bipartisan.
“‘He wants to make sure the cam-

- paign for better education is biparti- -
. san,” Blanchard said. “] think he

underscored that quite effectively

- by praising Michigan and invitin
: Gov. Engler to fly with us bac
- here.”

Lansing Mayor David Hollister,

who has created his own blue-rib-
- bon commission to study education
. in Lansing, said Clinton laid out his
- agenda effectively. .

“I thought it was inspirational, |

. thought it was sincere,” he said.
- “He's got so much empathy, he just
. takes off.”

East Lansing schools Superinten-

- dent Daniel Keck, invited to sit on
. the ‘House floor with state Sen.
: Dianne Byrum, D-Onondaga, said
- he was encouraged by the presi-
. dent’'s positive and upbeat chal-
- lenge to educators. o

.+ “Iwish our legislators would take -
. -a little lesson from what was said

this morning,” he said. “1 think

. when someone comes into town and

takes a very positive leadership ap-

- proach to restructuring, it shows it.
~ will get us a lot farther than the
- blame game.”

Staff writers Greg J. Borowski

5L
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Local students

meet president

~ Ten students from mid-Michigan

schools met President Clinton
Thursday. Nine were selected
from more than 700 students
who wrote the Lansing State
Journal to share what they
wanted Clinton to know about
their schools. Aaron Keck is a
reader member of the Lansing
State Journal's Editorial Board.
Teacher Diane Spicer of
Lansing’s Grand River
Elementary chaperoned. She
was selected based on a letter
written by her student,

Ashley Thomas.

Leslie -
Andrews
Age: 13
Kinawa Middle
School,
Okemos
Eighth grade

B Katelyn

- Christensen
Age: 9
) Ralya

" Elementary,
Haslett
Fourth grade

Carlos
Cosey
A Age: 9

A Mid-Michigan
Public School
Academy,
Lansing
Third grade

! Darrell
Crockett
Age:9
Shabazz

A Academy,
Lansing

§ Fourth grade

Lauren (5"‘ 8)

Forbis
Age: 13
Otio Middle
School,
Lansing

Seventh grade

Aaron
Keck

Age: 17
Everett High

- School,

Lansing
Senior

Jens

|
|

Michaelsen

Age: 11 .
Beagle Middle
School, Grand
Ledge

Sixth grade

Brian
Ngo
Age: 17
Holt High
School
Senior .

Emma

Tai

Age: 12
MacDonald
Middle School,
East Lansing
Seventh grade

Ashley
Thomas
Age: 9
Grand River
Elementary,
Lansing
Fourth grade

Diane
Spicer
Grand River
Elementary,.
Lansing
Fourth-grade

. leacher



“Everything

else stops’
for Clinton

By Faith Johnson

Lansing State Journal

What exactly goes into planning a
residential gnsitji ook
Thursday 1 : .
gnOne 12-y)éar-§ld,he losives-
niffing German shepherc.
: | Agsecuriry listening device on

~ airport telephones.

Partial shutdown of Interstate

496 and some Lansing s«meetsi .
# Police officers from at leas

departments.
fmﬁ Tw% umbrellas and ... some

tape. ‘
du'(.‘:z)ne?of the Secret Service guys
asked for the umbrellas and duct
tape.” said Richard Kettles, prgsvl
dent of General Aviation at Capita

e AIrDOM. |
Cl?"hm%rellas were a precaution-
ary measure for cloudy skies that
eventually sent scattered snow
shg;v;g,‘ ‘know what he wants with
the duct tape,” Kettles said. S

Neither did the other 30 or 50 Se-
cret Service agents who shied a?'ay
from the media as they stood, hegt
spread apart, talking into their
sleeves while listeung for instruc-
tions through a visible earpnegs .

Security measures for Presiden
Bill Clinton’s visit to Lansing gotun-
der way last weekend and culminat-

ursday. ‘
edAg:IS a.)r;t., three Secret Service
men walked behind vans, Parked prg
the east end of the terminal, wit
Arnold, a brown irish sener-{mx:
German shepherd, from Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base In Dayton,

O%old sniffed the area for explo-
sives. Had any been found, the dog
would have sat down, the degjs
keeper said. Arnold stayed on nis
feet. ) o

P LT

[ Yot 3)

Inside Capital City Airport, two.
Secret Service agents asked politi-
cians, reporters and other guests 10
open their coats, turn around and
place equipment on the floor while
they ran a metal detector up and
down each torso, after patting pant
legs and outstrerched arms.

. Becky Kettles, General Aviation’s
* office manager and Richard’s wife,

said she had never before seen such
tight secun;?. ‘

“They called us last Saturday,
and we met them out here on Sun-
day,” she said about Clinton’s secu-
rity force. “They wanted to be able
to search the building and find out
the access points.”

Becky Kettles said the airport has
about 30 rooms.

“They put antennas on the roof
and all ourtelephones are bugged in
case we get any weird calls,” she
said. When Air Force One landed,
around 10:15 a.m,, police cars from
Lansing, Ingham County, Clinton
County, Eaton County and State Po-

" lice posts lined the airstrip.

Inside Lansing’s city limits, Inter-
state 496 — near South Cedar Street
to Interstate 96 — was closed about
15 minutes.

“When the president moves, ev-
erything else stops,” said Lansing
Police Chief Jerome Boles, who let
one of his captains handle the logis-
tics of Clinton's visit.

Capt. Andrew George said Lan-
sing called in about 35 extra officers
Thursday. » )

George said the department re-
ceived instructions from the Secret
Service last week but developed
emergency routes and decided
which streets to close on Monday.

“Part of Ottawa and Walnut

- streets were closed for about 30

minutes when the president was
coming through,” George said.
“Our main objective was to provide
security while he was in the city of
Lansing and we were successful.”

Sue Benjamin, a clerk at the 7-
Eleven food store on Waverly Road,
had to contend with angry custom-
ers who entered the store while traf-
fic stopped before noon and again
about 2:30 p.m.

“I've had to deal with customers
screaming all day about 496 bein
blocked off,” Benjamin said. “1 tol
them I can't do anything about it.”,

When Clinton left the airport at
2:40 p.m., waving to a small crowd
from Air Force One, some weren't
shedding tears. - ‘

“We're glad he came and pow

we're glad he's gone,” George said.
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Hello, at last: Leslie Andrews, 13,

an eighth-grader at Kinawa
Middle School, shakes the president’s hand Thursday. Laslie,
daughter of State Journal political editor Chris Andrews, repon-
ed from Clinton’s 21st Century Express train trip through Michi-
gan in August, but didn't meet Clinton until Thursday.

 CLINTON VISIT: i

i

':- LESSON FOR LEGISLATORS

A tall man, a friendly smile and an autograph

1 was haping to meet the presi-
dent — and Chelsea, but she wasn't
on the train.

“i made a little button that said,
s my binthday, and I want to sev
the PRESIDENT' as a hint.

“Someone twld me he would

come by, but instead he listened to
the first lady's speech. By the time it
was over, we had arrived in East
Lansing.
“Maybe next time.” — Aug. 28,
1996 .
I finalty got to meet President
Clinton on Thursday, exactly six
months and one week after my first
iry. o
ryh‘was my §3th birthday last Au-
gust, and my dad and I were riding
on the 21st Century Express train
with Clinton as he campaigned
across Michigan to the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago. He
was going to come and shake my
hand, but at the last minute his
plans changed. :
This time, however, | wasn't go-
ing to let him miss me. 1, along with

uther loval stadents whe wiole
“Dear Mr President © letters 1o the
State Jourual, met President Chie
tan at Capital Cily Airpoct on
Thursday.

Ahuge plane fubeled " The Dimibed
States of Aterica™ landed on the
runway, and many political Tigores
emplicd out. Among them were

Debbie Stabenow, Gav, Juhn Fogler

and President Clinton. Clinten
walked off Air Force One and into
the line the 13 of us formed

He walked around shaking every-
one’s hands and calling us by our
first names.

That was a totally unexpected
gesture to most of us. When it was
my turn, | was both nervous and
excited.

In a tiny voice, 1 said “Can | have
your autograph?” to the 1all man
with a friendly smile. “Yeah, in jusi
a minute,”" he replied.

Then, we got a group picture with
Clinton, each of us edging as cluse
to him as possible. .

Next, we huddled ino a group

Leslie
Andrews

Teen colutmst

Tz the photograplers to gel

cluser fu the cenler where Clinton
was wgiing autographs.
I wanted Clinton 1o syzn the arh-

cle 1 wrote about my trawm trip with

him.

i pushed my armicle above heads
and Clinten took it while fooking at
my lace.

To my surprise, he stopped and
read the ariicle while mmauny were
waiting out in the freezing cold tor
their turn.

1 was shovked agamm when he
wrote “Lestic - This is a tine arn-

cle. Congratalations. Bill Clinton 3/
647, rather than what he wrote on
most people’s: “President Bill Clin-
ton 3647 " :

then, ax he was leaving, he said
“liye Leslie, bye Carlos. . " in such
a tamitiar and casual way that you'd
have thuught we had been longtime
triends.

Lastly, a8 we walked uver into the
press area, reporters swarmed
atound us trying to get the scoop on
what the president was like. The
way Clinton left me feeling was that
if e could, he'd go o every single
person in the United States and talk
16 them individually.

He seemed like he loved the pub-
lic. He alsu treated everyone like his
friends.

I have come tothe conclusion that

- we have a great man leading our

nution into the 21st century.
Leslie Andrews, 13, is an eighth-
grader at Kinawa Middle School in
Okemos. She is the daughter of
State Juurnal political editor Chris
Andrews, .
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By Betsy ). Miner .

Lansing State Jourmid

From abortion protests to the
Hokey Pokey, the scene outside
Michigan's Capitol Thursday was
anything but ho hum. .

A trnwd of about 300 huddled
there — most hoping for a ghm;m-
of the silver-haired southerner in
from the nation’s capital. A few oth-

.ers merely wanted to make i point,

Each had their own reason for
skipping school, work and other ob-
Jigations to be part of Lansing's own
preSidennal drama.

Larry and Linda Cummins of
DeWitt were certain that if I'resi-

“dent Clinton was going'to meet the
Jtown's folk, he would seek out those

close to him.

So they hundled up for the 26-
degree day and traipsed out onto
‘the Capitol's snow-dusted lwmwn —
‘holding a large flag from Arkansas.
They figured the mostly red banner
might earn them a handshake.

“We thought the presidem could
use a friendly face,”
mins said, gripping the flag hought
in an oid Arkansas gas station a fow
years back. :

Linda Cum-.

Larry Cummins grew up in Para-
gould, Ark. 5o Clinton is a home-

. town hero for him: “My mather vot-

ed for him whpn he'was just a hoy —
for governor.”

Across the way, a group of fifth-
griders from l'lnfland brainstormed
ways 1o heat the biting wind chill,

“You do the Hokey Pokey and
vou turn yoursell around. That's
what it's all ahout,” they sang,
jumping in tinison, The k|d< trekked
to town from Holand's Vanderbilt
Charter Sehool to let Presidemt Clin-

ton know they love the way they

learn, ;
“We get more schooling, less re-
cess,” Peter Szymezak said. “That's

a gond thing. We're tearning ahout

Justice and virtues.

I he had the chance — which he
didn’t -~ Szvmoerak said he would
telt the president charter schools
are the best.

“He should support them alt that
he can.” he said.

Jim Pouilton of Owasso also had a
message. His 4 by h-foot sign, hear-
ing a gruesome photo of a mangled
fetus, told evervorie he's against
abortion,

Pouillon, a member of Operation

rowd gathers

Lifesaver, said the p:cture triggered
some negative response from the
dozen or so -schoolteachers there
with their classes for the moming.

"They said it was offensive,” he
said. "1 teld them it offends me too,
that's wby it should be illegal.”

*Our president is in favor of this.
The blond of innocent babies is on
his hands.”

A black stretch limousine pulled
up to the Capitol's north entrance

and the cluster of people shifted,

cramming into a taped off area hop-

-ing to see Clinton,

Joy Wallace of Lansing was first
in line. She leaned against a light
post and beamed at the black vehi-

(lm that lined up in the dnveway,

“I have a flower for you,” she

said, holding out a single purple iris, .

carefully wrapped
celiophane.

in clear

The card attac hed read “Thanks:
for all you do.”

“He's dning a good jOh as our

ieader and our president,” she said.
“1 just want him to know that.”

But the president never came into

view, let alone close enough to ac:
cept Wallace's gift.  *

v

for presidential ghmpse

DAVID OLDS/Lansing State Journal
Motorcade greeting: Morgan Goossen (left), a fourth-grader at
the West Michigan Acadermy of Environmental Science in Walker,
waves as Clinton’s motorcade passes. The academy is a charter
school, a concept puzhed by Clinton and Gov. John Engler.



A peek at

tigm prez: Tom
afer and
ron Cadey

watch the
president’s ar-
il from

1 floor of
Lansing City
Hall, Their van-
point: a
dow at the
Asses-
sor's Office.

s © o

AGIE GARRISON
ng State Journal

Protective
watch: Securi-
ty staffers

- use a perchon
the Capitol
building to
scan the sur-
rounding area

DAVID OL
Lansing State Jour

LDS/Lansing St

ate Journal

Capitol arrival; The limousinev bearing the president and his official seal national spotlight on Michigan and edycation, but also created somae traffic
pulls into the parking fot of the Michigan Capitol. Clintor’s arrival putthe hassles for Lansing residents, blocking main highways and streets.



. GREG OQR‘UWEH/Lansing Stats Journal . \ :
ause for Engler: President Clinton applauds Gov. John Engler’s opening Tuned in: Lansing Mayor David Hollister (cente

) .o'”‘

Goodbye: President Clinton waves as he boards Air Force One at Capital City Airport after spending about three hours in mid-Mi

ROD SANFORDILasc‘ng State Journal

GREG DeRUITERLansing State Journal
r), Rep. Lynne Martinez, D-Lansing,

arks to lawmakers Thursday. Between them is House Speaker Curtis Hertel, D- ang East Lansing Schools Superintendent Dan Keck listen ta President Clinton’s
roit. ’

ad r@ls to the Legislature about improving schools. :

chigan.
I



" in the stream of new

- scandals that dog the
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‘Bill Clmton S Excellent Adventure II

Striding into the state House, eonﬁdently pullmg
himself through the crowd by a vigorous series of hand-

shakes that left other officials trailing behind, a bouyant |

President Bill Clinton leapt onto the state House Speak-
er’s rostrum yesterday to address the Michigan Legis-
lature. After short introductions and some brief
remarks by Gov. John Engler, Mr. Clinton, speaking

from only a few notes, stood before the nncmphone and

boldly told the nation —
well, what did he say?
lee clearly liked the
*renovations made to the
capitol building. And he
delivered a not-terribly-
informative summary
of the education initia-
tives he presented dur-
ing his State of the
Union address in Feb-
ruary. Aside from this,
the speech seemed like
a pleasant, but eerie Jull

campaign fund-raising

president almost daily. it
Consider,  for . L
instance, what Presi- President Clinton
dent Clinton didn't do.
An increasingly high-profile dispute over charter
schools (alternative, less bureaucratic public schools) is
simmering between Gov. Engler and Lansing Democ-
rats, who claim the governor’s charter school views are
fundamentally different from those of the president.
Mr. Engler, with good reason, has challenged this, but
it appeared the president might use his speech to back
the Democrats and put Gov. Engler in his place.

Fueling the fire Wednesday, the Repubhcandomx-

" nated state Senate passed a bill that would remove the

current cap on the number of charter schools in school
districts where 2,000 or more students qualify for the
federal school lunch program. (Not a single Democrat
voted for it.) Also on Wednesday, in an improbable con-
fluence of events, oral arguments were heard before the
state Supreme Cow’t on Michigan's controversial, orig-
inal charter school law, which lower courts have ruled
unconstitutional.

The stage was set, and stepping into the breach, the
president said ... nothing new. “He gave his Maryland
speech,” one Lansing insider told us, referring to the
president’s address to that state Legislature on Feb. 10.
“I sat reading it along with him.”

Perhaps we should be thankful the president paint-

* ed by the numbers. Gov. Engler, presumably, can claim

victory by default. And Mr. Clinton might have pro-
posed new federal education programs similar to the
plans he discussed for national exams, national st.nn-
dards and increased teacher certification.

These ideas are problematic at best. Gov. Engler’s

 difficultiesin getting students to take state exams, the

battle over adopting a state core curriculum and many
politicians’ desire to decrease teacher certification
requirements are clear evidence of how difficult com-
mand-and-control reform can be. Federal initiatives
are likely to be even more contentious than in-state
battles. .

How Mr. Clinton would deal with this, hedid not dis-
close.

Yesterday’s New York Times presented two front
page stories on new political fund-raising scandals, one
involving the first lady. Mr. Clinton, in contrast,
ensured Lansing politicos some photo-ops and himself
some nice headlines by saying his piece — and not much

_ else. Perliaps not much else needed to be said.
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Bipartisan
truce nice
while it lasts

alk about a love-in.
It was as if Air Force

One. Bill Clinton at the

controls, had made a low -

pass over the Capitol on
Thursday, drenching it with . ..
well, some form of high-powered
tranquilizer spray.

Oh, sure, it wore off after
awhile.

But while the prez was in
town . .. well, it was as if civility,
collegiality and galloping
bipartisanship had suddenly
seized all the hot-bloods and
ideologues who normally infest
the Capitol and turned them all _
into cherubs . .. or maybe

. political eunuchs.

" Gov. John Engler, who flew
from Washington with the
president and welcomed him
warmly ini front of the joint
legislative session, beamed,
smiled. nodded and applauded all
through the president’s 45
minute speéch (about education
and welfare reform) and,
afterward, told reporters it was
“tremendous.” )

Former Gov. Jim Blanchard,
who'd flown in on the same -
plane (He and Engler chatted
amiably aboard but didn’t sit
together. “It’s a big plane,” -
Blanchard deadpanned.) labeled
the speech superb and said it

- outlined an essentially bipartisan

agenda. “There is absolutely no
reason for Democrats or

" Republicans not to agree on it,”

he said. .

And state Sen. Dan DeGrow,
R-Port Huron, seemed to
summarize the prevailing
legislativé reaction when he said

. later: *I feel very comfortable

with the président’s speech —
all of it!”

And so it went for the three
hours or so the president was
inside the Capitol.

Oh. sure, not everything was

- perfect

immediately following the bmc v ﬁei

speech. national press types ’Pe
accompanying the president E:)s

«ngaged in a venomous. 15

minute give-and-take with Clinton :
spokesman Mike McCurry over

the latest revelations of White ' 3 <1-9 7

House/Democratic Party fund-
raising hanky-panky. WA

But that was away from the
House floor where warmth and
camaraderie were still the rage,

And. ves. state Sen. Jim
Berryman, D-Adran. an
announced 1998 candidate for
governor. engaged in what he
later termed a “personal protest”
against Engler and legislative
Republicans (but not, he '
emphasized, against Clinton) and
watched the speech on television
in the near-empty Senate
chamber. ,

He accused the GOPers of
hypocrisy for claiming to
embrace Clinton’s education
reform agenda while, he
charged, turning their backs on

- such reform in Michigan.

Also, there were guiet groans
from some Democrats, who
complained about Clinton’s
praise for Engler and Engler-
style charter school reforms.
And, of course, there were
similar groans from some
Republicans whe thought Engler,
instead of welcoming the -
president, should have told him
to get lost. :

Sall. ..

Well, look. This was — as
has been wellpublicized — the
first address by a sitting
president to a joint session of

. the Michigan Legislature in 90

years. [t was an event, 2 |
SPECTACLE! And not many of
us are likely to be around the _
next time. :

So, why not behave .. . at
leas; for a few hours, eh? ..

Footnotes
THE ETERMAL GENERAL: Engler

brought down the house, when
he referred to Theodore
Roosevelt's address to a joint
session of the Michigan ‘
Legislature in 1907, Then, .

" pointing to Michigan's venerable

attorney general, Frank Kelley
(35 years in office and counting),

- rernarked: “Attorney Generak

Kelley tells me it was quite an
occasion.”

{Note: House GOP leader
Ken Sikkema, R-Grandville, later
told reporters that Kelley had
predicted Engler might use such
aline)
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TEACHER CLINTON

President makes important points on schools, tests

s

‘pressing what may be his most

ture Thursday was a yawner: a
rehash of his education initia-

he substance of President Bill
‘ I ‘Chnton s speech to the Legisla-

. tives, with some juvenilejustice and wel-

fare talk sprinkled in. Yet he did well in ex-

motivational Mmessage: “We can do
this.”

The president has great skxll
at making his listeners feel in- §
cluded in, and even warmed by,
his rhetoric. That talent shows to its
maximum effect when he is making a
nonpartisan plea, as with his repeated urg-
ing to state lawmakers to have politics stop
at the schoolhouse door. Infusing his talk,
too, was a core optimism that he beheves
everyone can succeed,

Mr. Clinton's delivery was so low-key
that some of his best points weren't good

fodder for TV news clips. He likened

schools to army units, with leadershjp that
can be taught and trained to build troops
that — no matter where they are based or

‘what their specialty — meet a standard the

country can rely on in wartime. Similarly.
he said, schoolchildren can be led to “suc-
ceed and triumph in the modern world.”
He extended his confident, inclusive
tone to student testing; stressing that hav-
ing a high test score means nothing if no
~ one can meet basic standards, and that
y having a low score is irrelevant if
- everyone can get over the stan-
dards bar. And he noted, comfort-
ingly, that Americans may have to
. live with initially dreary results; as
has been the case with Michigan’s
new High School Proficiency Test. -
Mr. Clinton’s support for nationwide

pupil testihg ought to help reinvigorate the .

case for testing here. He was speaking

. about state governors and lawmakers, but

he could just as well have been addressing
parents and school administrators when
hesaidoftest«akin‘g:"lwanttocreateac&-
mate in which no one can say ‘no.’ ... It’s
vo]untary but you are ashamed xf you
don't give your kids a chance to do thia.”
Shortly thereafter, he delivered his
bxggest applause line: "By expect-
ing less of them, we
are selling their fo-
ture right down the
drain.” -
That combination
of high expectations
. and an underlying
belief in everyone's
ability to succeedisa
big part of what the
president communi

was essentially a pep
talk to Michigan’s
lawmakers. If his ad-
dress was not his-
tory-making, it

WILFREDO LEE /Associated Press brought home an im-

PrwdentChnmnacknowledgm the joint session of the

Legislature while Gov. Engler applauds.

portant theme in an
important way.

cated so well in what

CCawl 227 a4 L\ORA L3
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ings his fi ight

for education to Lansing

Robin Buacksom / The Detrxt News

President Clinwn and Gov. John Engler catch a glimpse of the windows
in the Capitol dome Thursday and laugh as the president notices that
panes representing Michigan and Clinton’s home state of Arkansas are
slde-by-side. Clinton visited Lansing to campaign for achool reform.

The president tells the Legislature

to set aside politics to get the job done.

By Mark Hornbeck :.
and Kenneth Cole )

The Detroa News "
LANSING — President Clin-
ton cajoled Michigan lawmakers
Thursddy to leave politics at the
schoolhouse door and demand
tough education reforms. ..
“Our schools are still turning
out millions of young people who
simply are not equipped for the

new world of work,” said Clinton,
ing up the pressure -

turning

dardized school exams. ¥,
our national security depends
upon our ability to develop the

capacities of all our people, 8o pal-
itics should stop st the uhool-

part of his nationa) campaign to

lish 2 common sex of perfrmance
standards

“Sotme of our children won't do

very well at first,” he conceded.

“Sometimes oat of the goodness
of our heart, we exercise our com-
passion by expecting less of them,
And we are selling their future
right down the drain every time
wedoit”

The president’s 45-minute
address repeated points made
throughout his re-election cam-
paign last year and focused
almost exclusively on his educa-
tion agends: clasgroom standards,
expanded national testing and
charter schools, and free public

~ Please see CLINTON, Page 24

The
highlights

- In his address,

the president

cafled for:

8 Expanding

national testing
10 afl students
in fourth grade
{reading) and

sighth
{math),

since the last

. prea;dem came

Page 2A
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'CLINTON

Continued from Page 1A

education through the first two years of

college.
While in Lamung, he announced that

Michigan will receive $8.8 million from
the federal government to buy school
computers and train téachers how to use
them in the classroom.

Republican Gov. John Engler, who
rode with Clinton aboard Air Force One
from Washington, D.C., to Michigan,

. warmly greeted Clinton after the presi-

dent entered the House chamber to loud
applause and offered an exaggerated bow
to Engler’s wife, Michelle.

“Your visit is a significant event
because we are focused on a significant

* challenge: improving the education of all
our children,” Engler said.

The governor, who made Bob Dole’s

short list of possible vice-presidential can-

didates last year, endorsed Clinton’s call

for education standards and testing.
*Michigan accepts your challenge,”

Engler declared. He later told reporters:

*I thought it was a tremendous speech.” -

Clinton’s one-day trip did little to
deflect attention from his mounting fund-
raising troubles, coming on the heels of
the revelation that Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton's top aide accepted a campaign check
from a donor in the White House. Aides
wondered privately why Maggie Williams
didn't simply send the donar to the Demo-
cratic National Committee..

When asked aboard Air Force One
about the fund-raising problem, Clinton
ankiwered reporters by saying, “Tomor-
row.” He has a news conference sched-
uled for today.

“Pm doing great,” he said and added
he doeen't feel his message was obscured
by the controversies surrsunding him. “I
thought my message got through fine.

David Coates / The Dem. it News

Carlos Cosey Jr., a third-grader at
Mid-Michigan Public 8chool Acade- -
my in Lansing, greets President .
Clinton on Thursday at the Capital -

h.e‘llinhodmamooluﬁm otthana:
- board meeting to strike the cap. 3

president actually was say.

1 ing, said Democrats, was that chartee

schools — public schools that have add-
tional curriculum freedom — must be
closely monitored before the limit is
easad. '

Many Democratic leaders have been
reluctant to embrace charter schools, feer-
ing they will undermine traditional pab-
lic education.

“He talked about accountability for
charter achools,” said state achool boerd
President Kathleen Straus, D-Detroit.
“We can't create more until we're sure the
ones we have are doing the job they're

- supposed to do. And some of them arent

doing so well on state testa.”
. Clinton is asking Congress to double :

Y startup money for charter schools to $100

million next year so there can be 3,000

* of the alternative, independent public

schools by the turn of the century, Michi-

- gan, which bas 77 charter achools serv-
. ing 12,000 students, already has apptied

for $24 million of the foderal cash.

‘Engler said Clinton's backing of char-
ter schools would make it hard for Demo-

City Airport.

* ‘cratic kawmakers to continue to oppose
" GOP efforts to remove the lmit on the
They got it,” the president said.
Michigan leaders of both political par’
ties agreed with Clinton’s call for expand- dam
od national testing of reading in fourth .7 - Bepublicans and
gradeandmathmeughthgmda.&xtﬁq iffrant interpretatidit of Clinton's
interpreted his comments on charm" it ‘standards’ ~
schools very differently. Y R
Republicans said Clinton was- nrgmg 'munities should demand more of their
legislators to lift the limit on charter  schogis. But Demnocrats interpreted Cin-
schools, currently at 100. The state Sén- , ‘ton’'s remarks as support for state-
ate on Wednesday voted to do just that. . required core cisses, which they suppart.
“The president has given all of us the -House Démoersts expect to pass a man-
opportunity for more charter schools, . dateétbtecnmculun 88 goon as next
more and bolder choices for kids and pers.” weak. ‘
ents,” said state school board member - ..
C!ark Durant, RrGrossernte wbosmd WWW”NM
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Clinton is a big hltw

SIate legzslatoz s applaud his call for academzc Standards

UEL B. TAIT /Oeron ©-ae Bash

Lt. Gov. Connie Binsfeld, rear, looks on mursdm as President Bill Clinton and Gov. John Eng!eradmu'e state seals on the state House ceiling.

BY CHRIS CHRISTOFF
AND TRACY VAN MOORLEHEM
Free Preds war Weters .

LANSING — President Bill Clinton on Thursday
urged (@wmakers 10 put aside politival dilferences
o make schools better by demanding hicher
academic standards. )

In a speech enthusiastically applauded by the
Legislature ir a joint session at the Capitol, Clinton
sought to make education a high-profile issue that
will not only be his hallmark. but avershidow a
political landscape dominated by campaign-financy
scandals led by Clinton’s use of the White Huuse
to reward big donors.

He heavily promoted national testing for fourth-
and eighth-graders. He repeated his call for 3.0
charter schools nationwide. more federat funds 1o
keep uhoo1~ open later and giving parents more
choice of where to send their children to school,

. He said government has a duty to raise expec-
tations of s«chools, and alsn of welfare recipients.

whu he said should work but also get more
wovernment help in finding jobs,

"Every state mwst put political differcnces .
aside, wnrk in a hipartizan fashion. test our -
children in the <ume dgorous wav.” Clinton <aid,

twice adding a line from his State o1 the Union

address: “Politics <hould stop at the schonlbouse

door.”

Clinton said if some students struggle at first. it

shouldn’t result in lowering test standards.

"When we see people in difficult circumr |
dances. sometimes out uf the goodness of our
heaft we exercisé our compassion by expecting |

Jess of them. And we are w}lmg their mture right

down the drain every time,” he said.
That line hrought the only standing ovation of

the speech from those sssembled to hear the ficst -

presidential address in the Legislature in %0 vears.
“Evervbudy got on their feet because in their

Please swe CLINTON, Page 6A

~ DCLINTON SUGGESTS

m Every child should read b) fourth grace
and da basic math and algebra by eighth
grade,

® Vojuniary national tests to assess how
students meet the goals.

® Increasing by tenfold the number of
charter schools by 2000. Michigan has 7%,
m Using federal grants to get every
classroom and library on the Internet by
2000. Michigan recently received an 38.+
million grant for technology upgrade< and
training.

Inside:

ARRANCING FOR MORE Michigan students 1.
take a national test might not be easy. R4

CUNTON'S VISIT 1o the Capitol was a politival
tove-in, savs Hugh McDiarmid. 5A



CLINTON, from Page 1A

heart of hearts, that's correct,” said
House Minority leader Ken Sik-

- kema, RGrandville. Sikkema praised

the speech as a special event that
could bring both parties together to
improve schools.

Former Gov. James Blanchard

said Clinton wants to be the president -

who improved education as the na
tion heads into the 21st Century.

*1 know this guy. He's not content
with being president,” Blanchard
said. “He wants to be governor of
America as well. He was governor of
Michigan for a day” and Gov. John
Engler “was lieutenant governor for a

Clinton. also made several key
statements about welfare. -

L

Heeaﬂedforgivingmcreditsaf.

up to 50 percent of a welfare recipi-
ent’s salary, up to $10,000 a year, for
businesses that hire them.

He also said he will push to repeal
a portion of the reforms he signed
last year that deny aid 1o legal immi-
grants.

“This is a great nation of immi-
grants,” he said. *I think this is
unworthy of us and I'm going to !ryto

. changeit”

His speech prompted “as big a
love-fest as you'll see around here for
a long time,” said House Floor Leader

. Pat Gagliardi, D-Drummond Island.
- “Some of the Republicans tried to tell
" me he sounded like a Republican. 1

told them they’re sounding more and

more Democratic.”

- Even Rep. Shirley Johnson, R-
Royal Oak, who'd snarled earlier in
the week about the Clinton visit,
saying how how much she disliked

him, stood and applauded and said -

afterward, “I do not disagree at all.”
Engler, who was among a dozen
or 8o Michigan officials who flew

from Washington, D.C., with Clinton
aboard Air Force One, called the 45
minute address “a tremendous
speech” that endorsed many of
Engler's own ideas, including charter
schools and broader use of the Na-
tional Assessment of Education Prog-
ress test, which Clinton promoted.
But amid the talk of cooperation,
partisan political differences erupted
after Clinton posed for photos and
flew back to Washington. Democrats
and Republicans used selected por-
tions of the speech to point fingers at
one another.
@ Sikkéma, Engler and other Repub-
licans challenged House Democrats
not to oppose lifting the cap on

. charter schools allowed in Michigan

— a limit Democrats have called
necessary to avoid opening shoddy
schools. In his speech, Clinton said
charter schools should stay open only
if they do a good job.

“What's the argument, the presx-
dent’s wrong, too? Engler said, add-
ing that Clinton's speech would make
it harder for Democrats to oppose
unlimited charter schools in Michi-

f)emocrats said charter schools

should have strict standards before

they're allowed to proliferate — stanr
dards they said the president surely
would agree with,
m Democrats said Clinton’s speech
proves the need for a mandated core
curriculum. Senate Majority Leader
Dick Posthumus, R-Alto, said if that
ever comes to the Senate, “it's dead
on arrival.”

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port Huron,
a leading GOP voice for public

schools, said: “For Michigan, this was'

a Republican speech. Michigan Dem-
ocrats are more liberal and union-
oriented than in other states.”

The speech seemed to offer some-
thing for just about everyone. It was

STEPHANIE SINCLAI RfDetroot Free Press

| Chnton seeks academlc standards

upbeat and chatty, holding the 400

lawmakers, lobbyists, judges and oth-

er dignitaries rapt.

Clinton dwelled on the signifi-
cance of the last presidential visit to
the Capitol in 1907, when President
Theodore Roosevelt came by train to
ah effusive welcome. Now as then,
Clinton said, the nation is in a time of

peace and prosperity that beckons for

new ideas rather than complacency.
Clinton devoted a good portion of

his speech to promoting national

tests to measure read-

fourth-graders’
. mkfn ability and elghtb-gmders math
While most M:clugan educuhrsA

applauded voluntary national ‘stan-
dards, some questioned the need for
additional testing, |

“I have three children. Do 1 need
them to take a national test to see if
they can read? No. Any observant
parent already knows that,” said Gary

‘Wolfram, a Republican member of

the State Board of Education.
. Wolfram said Clinton’s 10-point
education plan spunds reasonable,
but is a recipe for growing federal
intrusion.

But Kathleen Stmus, presxdem of
the state board, said voluntary stan-

dards are harmless. “We are one’

country,” she said. “The standards
are voluntary, and if we don't fike
what's going on, we can do some:
thing about it."

Even if politicians can leave poli-

tics “at the schoolhouse door,” that
doesn’t mean’ national testing will
improve education, some educators
said. ‘ o "
Robert West, a testing consultant
for the Macomb Intermediate School

" District, said there has been no re-

search into whether Michigan’s own
statewide tests “can predict a stu-
dent’s success on the job or m col-

lege
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National
testing

plan hit

by critics

Engler says state’s students

will _fake Clinton—pmpo}ed
test next school year.

BY KAREN SCHULZ
GAZETTE LANSING BUREAU

LANSING - President Bill
Clinton's call for national testing
and Gov. John Engler's offer to
accept the challenge come ata time
when tempers are hot in Michigan
over standardized testing.

In his speech Thursday to a joint
session of the Michigan Legisla-
ture, Clinton thanked Engler for

.offering Michigan as a pilot state .

for a national achievement test.
The tests 'would be voluntary, but
Clinton wants to make them all but
1mp0s51ble for states to resist offer-
ing.

"] want to create a climate in
which no one can say no, in which
(the test is) voluntary but you are
ashamed if you don't give your
kids the chance to do this,” Clinton
told the audience jammed into the
House chambers.

But Air Force One hadn't taken
off at Capitol City Airport when
critics started complaining.

“Do I need national tests to tell
me how my Kids are doing?” said
Gary Wolfram, a Republican State
Board of Education member. “Why
doIneed to compare my kid? l,asa
parent, will decide what my child
ought to learn.”

House Minority Leader Ken
Sikkema, R-Grandville, added, “1
don't want to see a massive change
of national government in educa-
tion.”

In remarks preceding Clinton’s
speech, Engler stressed the need

Please ses CLINTONM, A2
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’ AL GOLDIS / GAZETTE NEWS SERVICE
Pressdent Clinton addresses a iomt sesgion of the Mschsgan Leg:slature Thursday at the State Capitol.
Seated at the right is Gov. John Engler. . :
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From Pagé Al

for high' standards. He said
Michigan students would take a
national test beginning with the
1997-98 school year, ]

“Where our children are con-
cerned, our search is not for a strict-
ly Republican solution or a strictly
Democratic. solution, but an
American solution,” Engler said.

Not all children will succeed
when taking the tests, but lowering
standards doesn’t help anyone,
Clinton said.

“When we see people in difficult

.circumstances, sometimes out of

the goodness of our heart we exer-
cise our compassion by expecting
less of them,” Clinton said. “And
we are selling their future right
down the drain every time we do
t!l

Testing controversial

Clinton’s visit comes at a time
when testing is a sore spot for many
in the Michigan education commu-
nity For example:

M Less than half of the Michigan
high school juniors who took the
first High School Proficiency Tests
last year earned proficient scores.

M Results of the Michigan

-Educational Assessment Program

tests last fall show that 60 percent
or less of fourth- and seventh-
graders earned satisfactory scores
in math and reading.

Fearing failure, parents of some
children have waived their chil-
dren from taking the tests. Some
lawmakers are talking about tight-
ening the conditions under which
students can be excused.

Engler also wants the state to
take over any school where 80 per-

cent of students fail the High

School Proficiency Test, or where
dropout rates exceed 25 percent.
The plan would require legislaﬁve
approval.

A measure of success

Tough standards and rigorous
testing will measure not only stu-
dent success, but state success,
many believe.

“The real reason for the testing is
to have some test of accountabili-
ty,” said Sen. Majority Leader Dick
Posthumus, R-Alto. “If we have no
tests of accountability, we don't
know the schools are working.”

For many, a major obstacle is
deciding what percentage of stu-
dents should pass the High School
Proficiency Test. Should the test be
a mark of achievement for all stu-
dents, or simply designate varying

levels of achievement?

“We're not writing a test where
all students will pass, so what per-
cent do we want to have an
endorsed diploma for the state
endorsement to have some mean-
ing?” said Rep. Glenn Oxender, R-
Sturgis.

Voluntary tests

Clinton said the US. Department
of Education will support the
development of new voluntary
tests for fourth-grade reading and
eighth-grade math.

Engler suggested that the test
questions be incorporated into
existing state tests, mcludmg the
MEAP

“1 think it's great we have so

"much emphasis on education,”

said Kathleen Straus, Democratic
president of the-State Board of
Education, but she said she’s not
sure that more testing is the
answer.

Multiple efforts are under way in
the Legislature and state board to
review the tests or delay adminis-
tration of future tests. ‘

*A lot of people have said the
(high school) tests were des tgned t0
show that public schools were fail-
ing,” Straus said. Instead, she said,
their purpose should be to point
out where students need help.
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President gives
lesson unlearned
» The Legzkldtare quickly

 forgets Clinton’s message on
school reform — assuming it
ever sunk in.

._Washington-bound Bill Clintori was

back on Air Force One telling reporters
. that his plea for Michigan lawmakers to
set aside party differences and work
~ together on school reform had sunk in.

“They iot it,” said the chief repairer of

the breac

.Hardly.

.. Clinton hadn’t even left the Capitol
when his call for bipartisan
problem-solving was drowned out by
more of the same partisan bickering and
finger-pointing. : .

.. Lost was the essence of Clinton’s
message: We are selling a scandalous
pumber of children down the river
because we can't teach them to read or
compute. We've been doing it for years,
and without major change, we’ll do it for
years to come. ;

The president came to the Michigan
Legislature and suggested that unless
lawmakers agree on a course for
education reform, nothing will change.
" Republicans and Democrats retreated
to their old scripted arguments about
why the other side doesn’t care one whit
about those kids. Which, of course, is an
obvious sign that neither side much does.
Democrats were fretting that Clinton had
endorsed the only substantive school idea
on the Republican plate — charter
schools. LT

Grrand Kapids Fress
2-9-77. 1B

It's only an experiment
- Hysteria over the alternative public
schools consumes Democratic -
lawmakers. Their claim that charter
schools pose a financial threat.to public
education is just as baselessas -
Republicari‘claims that the sthools
represent revolution.’ Co
Charter schools in Michigan have
12,000 students, vs. the public schools’
1.6 million. The academies are an’
experiment that may lead to.broader
change — maybenot. -
" Democrats can’t abide Clinton’s’

endorsement of charter scbp%s and
~ resented’hearing it from him'bécause it's

favorable to Gov. John Engler, the
charter school champion,

-Senate Republicans who applauded
Clinton’s speech wasted little time in "
declaring that one key Democratic
initiative wasn’t even worth
consideration. House Democrats next
week will likely pass a bill that mandates
the development of a statewide core
curriculum, a model outline of basics that
schools would be required to follow.

. At a press conference after the speech,
Senate Republicans, who believe the
state has little business telling schools
how to function on day to day, said don't
bother. The bill is “dead on arrival.”
Topping it all off, Democrats who control
the state Board of Education marched
into court Thursday afternoon to
challenge Engler’s peculiar brand of
bipartisan problem-solving. After years of
Republican board control ended with the

- November election, Engler decided the

panel had too much power. So he
stripped it. For the moment, an Ingham
County judge has ruled he exceeded his
authori?'. ‘ :

It’sall so small and petty, a chattering
chorus that made the sincerity of

“Clinton’s speech resonate all the more.

Back to basics, guys

At the root of all this is government's
role in guaranteeing basic human rights.
One of the chief argunients against

human cloning is that every individual

~ has a right to his own genetic identity,

Yet decades pass and the right of
thousands of Michigan children to
develop emotionally and intellectually
goes unacknowledged. They're
ill-prepared to start in schools that are
ill-equipped to help them make up

-ground lost during their early 1!yeau-s.
)

- After they are pushed out
elementary school without basic skills,
they are lost for good. o

So until the politicians in both parties
“get it” and treat this stuff as the deep
and complex issue it is, the kids who
have already been lost — and those being
lost today — won't be the last.
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Let school board '

rule state schools

President William Jefferson Clvihton came to

Michigan Thursday to speak to the state Legis-

lature about the need for standards and national
testing for -schools. Gov. John Engler indicated

. Michigan could do the latter by inserting questions
from the national test into the existing Michigan

Education Assessment Program- (MEAP) tests
given to fourth- through eighth-graders.

‘Engler will probably do this by executive order.
He seems to think that where state schools are
_concerned, his word is akin to God’s.

There’s no doubt the governor is passmnate

about schools and education. And while' his pas- .

sions may run counter to the plans of the Michigan .
Education Association, its teachers and even many -

local school board members, you can’t fault the

man for feeling so strongly about education. Our
state would be a lot better off if more of its leaders

had the same passion for education.
' Unfortunately, Engler’s passion lately has
gotten in the way of good .common sense. He’s

decided to sidestep the elected state board.of . |

education in order.to impose his own will upon the

Engler wants to do with: education 1s right ar
- wrong, the method he’s using is wrong.
We elect officials to do a job. The state SChOOI{

board was elected to oversee the state’s schools.’ -

Engler was elected to be governor. As elected
" officials,. the governor and the. members of the
board are expected to do their jobs and get along,

even when they disagree. At no time is the school -

board supposed to issue commands about how to
-fix the roads, for instance, even though the state of
Michigan’s roads plays a 'role in education simply
by determining’ if kids can even get to school. By
the same token, Engler wasn’t elected head of the
school board too. He’s the’ governor. They're the

~ school board. He can’t just take their power and

‘responsibilities away with the stroke of a pen.

- state’s education system. It doesn’t matter if what

If Engler truly wants to be a force for change in

education, better he do it within the confines of the . |

law and while respecting other elected officials.

The last thing he needs to do is lose all credibility
by trying to become the school bully or a tyrant.
. Besides, any change will be more palatable if it is

generated by the bi-partisan government ;han 1f xt\

e

is delivered from hlgh by the govemor

(oonry Tocss
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Education underscores Clinton’s address

By JESSI DE LA CRU2
Sraie News SIAafF Writer

LANSING — Following

President Clinton’s Thursday:

address before the state House and
Senate, both GOP and Democratic
state lawmakers are praising the
president’s agenda on cducation
and welfare reform.

Clinton’s speech 1o a joint ses-

sion of the Legislature emphasized |

the importance of improving edu-
cation nationally and also touched
on welfare reform. Clinton s the
first president to address the two
bodics since 1907 when President
Theodore Rovsevelt spoke to law-
makers.

Charter schools, Internet knowl-
cdge and increasing parcntal
involvement in children's cduca-

tion also arce issues Clinton dis-

cussed.

* Although Clinton received spo-
radic applause throughout his
speech, both Democrats and
Republicans gave Clinton a stand-

ing ovation when he talked about

having bipartisan’effort on educa-
tion Issucs.

“Politics should stop at the
schoolhouse door,” he said.
“Somectimes we show (children)
our compassion by expecting less
of them and we are selling their
future right down the drain.”

Clinton emphasized that the

country is in a “rare time” for
making changes in education and
welfare reform.

“We have an even greater
opporlunity and a greater responsi-
bility,” he said. “If we seize the

opportunities now, there’s no

telling what could happen.”™

Rep. Laura Baird, D-Okemos,
said she was plcased with
Cllnlon s speech.

“l like this president very
much,” she said. “He’s very prac-
tical.” :

Baird said Clinton delivered a

bipartisan speech and was glad he .

talked about making charter
schools accountable and making
surc jobs are available. for people
who pull thcmselves off of wel-
fare.

- “Those are two keys elcments
m:wng from (Gov. John) Engler’s
agenda,” Baird said.

House Minority Leader Ken
Sikkema, R-Grandville, agreed
that Clinton put party polmcs
aside in his speech.

“It was not only blparllsan but
almost nonpartisan,” he said.

Clinton called for tough stan-
dards, accountability and more
options and flexibility at the local
level in terms of education.
Sikkema said the Legislature and
Clinton are on the same mind sct
on that issue.

“Education is primarily a \ta(c

and local matter,” he said.

*(Clinton) recognizes these issucs

have to be done at a local level”
Although Sikkemo praised

Clinton for his bipartisan speech,
-‘he said House Democrats should
_heed Clinton's message.

“The House Democrats need to

State News/EUZABETH CONLEY
President Bill Clinton waves before speaking Thursday o a joint-session of the state Legisiature during his
visit to Lansing. Clinton focused his speech on education. .

refocus their efforts based on what

their president told them today,”.

Sikkema said. "It is their presudcnl
that laid out that agenda.™
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