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. . 
CHARTER SCIIOOLS IN MICHIGAN 

~ ! ). 

Legislative history: IIi December 1993, Michigan became the ninth state in the country to enact 
charter ~chnolleei~l!lti.nn. After (,.onsiderable controversy o~er a local scho~l district's decision to 
approve a 99-year charter to fund an network of 1,000 home~schonler~, The tOml.er state 
superintendent blocked funding for the school. Michigan c~urts soon ruled not only that the 
fl1oposed "sclloul" wa~ illc;li~iblc; fur publi..: funding, but that the initial Michigan charter school 
violatcd thc statc's co~stitution because it essentially permitted public fWldillg ofllvn-publi..: 
schools. 1\ modified charter school was enactcd by thc state IcgislatuI'l: to address concerns 
expressed by the court; and it was signed into law by Governor Engler· the state's lending ndvocPtc 
of charter sc.hools -- in!January, 1995. Relatively minor modifications were also made to the law 
durIng the summer of' 1YYfI. . 

Current status: Michigan has been moving quickly to start charter schools over the past two years, 
with 78 chalter sehool~ now operating ill the: Stat~. Murc 1I1~~1 halCufLhc slalc's ..:harLer schools have 
bcen approved and are'overseen by Central Michigan University, and the others have been approved 
by other public univer~ities and school districts. With force,ful3upport from Governor Engler and a 
permissive charter sch6ollaw, Michigan 110W has the third I£rgest number of charter schools -- after 
CaJitornill ;lnci Ari'lon~: -- ofany state in the nation. .~: . 

Federal funding: Inl~9:5, the Michigan State Depanment.oi'Education applied for and received a 
lhrc~·ycar fc(.)cral..:har,lor school J;:ranl. Michi.~an USl:d hs frrst-yt:ar grant ( FY 95) of $360,000 to 
award subgrants and l~ans of about $25,000 apiece to 14 chai1er schools, The state has l'eeeivcd 
$772,000 in its second-year grMt (FY 96) and expccts to makc additional subgrants and loans to 
charter schools this sp~jns- Michigan is currently scheduled to receive its initial request of $366;000 
for its third and fina.l ye.ar of the grant (FY 97), but Governor Engler has signaled his interest in 
rak:in2 ac1vanf.al!e ot"thJ major increa~e in tec1er:t1 charter .~ch(lnl ApprnpriMions to a~k for a 
significant increase in Jhat amount. While Bniler has been quoted in Michigan newspapers as 
saying the state could ft:ceive $24 million in federal charter school funding, it seems unlikely that a 
glallt ~upplcment woul~ be thai high. Michigall is also using a portiull of its Quab 2000 grant lu 
support charter school~. ' 

~ ~ ~:: 
Ongoing controvers/ Michigan' s charter school initiative :i's closely associated with Governor 
t:.ngle.r :1r:tc1 is r.ontinlli~eto sp;lrk nppo"itinn by teilr.her IIni~~s, school boards,~nd many leading 
Michigan democrats. The debate in Michigan over charter ~chools is dividing more shaTJ'ly along 
partisan lines than alnlpst anywhere else in the nation, due to· acombinatIon ofEngler's personal 
illvohc:mC:lll, 'lhc way ~hc: i:;~uc l.Jc:~aJllc dc:Jillcu uurillg the ~l)lJlrovcr:;y ovcr lht:: home:: sl:hoolers; l:IUU 
ongoing criticism that Michigau's cbaaxx schools drain fund·s from the public education system to 
!;ul2port e!;llentia)b'J!ri';'ate schools that can be elitist. covertly re)i~ious, and not accQuntable tn the 
public for common-ac~demic standards or their general'operations. 

~ 

With Engler using the ~resident's support for charter schools to bolster his own effort. Speaker of 
the Iiouse Curtis Iiert~l recently wrote Secretary Riley. saying "As Democrats, we have always 
becn supportivc of inn9vative and creative proposal~ to improve OUf public schools .- iucludiug 
charte~ schools." While exprcssing support for thc Prcsiderit\ chartcr school effort, Hertel said "the 
current definition of e~arter schools in Michigan is problem:itic", creating "a eystem that competes 
with public. schools for: fi.mding and allows private schools t~:c.olle.ct Michiga.n tax dollars." 
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\ .' 	 . 

Specific areas of controyersy: While critics of Michigan: charter schools usually describe their 
concerns in general terrns'·(about supporting allegedly priv,~te schools at the expense of the public 
school system), criticism.'relates to six individual areas, anp the interaction among all of them.. , 	 , 

• 	 . Michigan has one Qfthe few Charter schoo) laws jnthe CQuntJy that pennits private 
schools to become charter schools .. While most charter school laws permit both newly 
formed charter scp,ools and existing public schools to become charter schools, Michigan 
is one of the few states to pennit private schools to "convert" to charter status -- ifthe 
private school agjees to operate under the laws and regulations governing other charter 
schools and adopts an open admissions policy. Critics worry that this will siphon off 
public funds to s~pport students who had previously been in private schools, and that 
these schools wil,! discourage new applicants in order to continue serving primarily 
current students . .:In fact, 20·out of Michigan's 781~harter schools were "conversions" 
from private schools. .;J: . . 

.1"J , 

While the Department has not taken a general po~ition on the issue ofprivate school.' 
"conversions" to~charter schools, it is critical that these schools have open admissions 
policies, be subj~ct to other state requirements e~suring the public nature of any charter 
school, and conduct aggressive outreach to encourage a wide array of new students to 
apply to the schqol. While it is helpful that Michigan law requires private school 
"conversions" tc{ be subject to the open admissions policies and other requirements of the 
charter schooll~'w, anecdotal evidence is mixed on how well private schools are reaching 
out to new students. 

,J 	 ~ i ; 

1 

.. Michiaan also has ODe ofthe few charter sch0211aws in the coyntry anowjng charter 
schQQIs to be wpraved aIui oyer~een by public Uriiversities and commWtity coHeges, apd 
therefore "are nOt accQuntahle t2 demQcratically: ~lected boards":. One of the most hotly 
debated issues *ross the country is what public~gencies should be permitted to approve 
and oversee ch3rter schooJs. While some suggest that only local school boards be given 
this authority, q~hers sayan appeals process or ';altemate" sponsor is important in 
permitting charter schools where local boards may not be interested. Many states permit 
an appeals proc~ss to the state board of education~ or let the state board ofeducation also 
approve chane~ schools. Michigan is one of the few states to go further, giving this 
authority to an}: public university or community college. The Department has not. taken a 
position on thi~: issue, but a number of schools authorized by Michigan universities are 
receiving federal start-up grants. ,. 

J 
This concern i~ probably inflamed by the fact ~1~~ Central Michigan University -- run by 
close allies of qJ-overnor Engler •• haS approved ~1nore than half ofthe charter schools in 

the state. ; "i 
~ 

.. 	 "Michigan ch~rter schoQls will be elitist. leaving the public l'lch021s as a dumping erouQd 
for problem stUdents." Critics list anwnber of possible factors that could lead to elitist 
chur(c;'( SC;ho(}I~, lJ1oh~~ins' I:>xplieitl:y .. elective admi~!'liollS policies. covert strategies to 

recruit success.~ul students or counsel out J~saJvM\f~~M ~tua@nu, Hna rniluro to prvr'~Y 
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Colleges and U~iversities in Michigan Committed to the President's 
America. Reads Challenge 

• Baker College .~ 
• Calvin College . 
• Central Michigan University 
• Eastern Michigan University 
• Fenis State University 
• Grand ValJey State University 
• Kalamazoo Col~ege 
• . Lansing Community College 

-. Michigan State University 
• Michigan Technological University 
• Northern Michigan University 


.• University of D~troit-Mercy 


• University ofMichigan 
• Washtenaw Community College 
• Wayne County Commwuty College, 
• Western, Michigan University 
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THE TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHAU.t.:NGE FUND 

"In our schools, every classroom in AIlIt:r;(;a 11Iu:>.l be connected to the 
information ~up'erhighwaYI with computers and good software, and wel/-trililled 
tcachers, I ask Congress to support this educational technology initiative so that 
we can make sure tMs national partnorship suocecds. /, 

President Clinton, 1996 State of the Union Address 

ANATIONAL MISSiON TO MAKE EVERY YOUNG PERSON TECHNOLOGICALLY 
LITERATE: Pre~ident Clinton and Vice President Gore'have challenged the nation to 
assure that all children are technologically literate by the dawn of the 21~l century, 
equipped with the com·munica.tion, math, science, reading, and critical thinkinR skills 
essential for advtlncing learning and improving productlyity and performance. . 

They have asked the private sector, schools, teachers, parents, students, communitioG 
;,tnc1 gOVf'!rnmf'mts to w9rk together to achieve the President's four goals for educational 
technology: . 

• provide all teachers the training and support they need lo help students learn 
~rough computers and the informat!on superhighway; 

+ develop effective and engaging software and on-lino looming resources as an 
integral part of t~e school currioulum; 

+ provide access to modem computers for all teachers and students; and, 

• connect every school and classroom In America:to the information superhighway. 
: ","I 

., " 

A NEW TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHALLENGE FUN'O: The new Tectmoloyy 
Ult::=ral."y ChallenQe Fund was launched this October with a $200 million appropriation. 
President Clinton proposed this funding as the first installment of a $2 billion, five-year 
Technology Literacy Challenge Fund to catalyzo otato, locol and private sector efforto to 
roach tho four national (g031s for education technology. The challenge is designed to 
motivate states, local communities, the private sector, schools and individuals to work 
together to integrate te~hnology into teaching and leaming.While states are asked to 
·r.omp. torw;m1 with a ~r~tewide strategy to accomplish this nat/o.nal mIssIon, they will 
have max:imllm flexlhillty. 
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To receive funds, states are developing strategic plans for· educational 
technology. All 50 states, tho Diotrict of Columbio, Puerto Rico, Amorican Samoa, . 
Gua~, the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs schools are eligible for funds, awarded on a rolling basis as their applications are 
reviewAc1 this year. States h::iVA until Mt::Irr:h :;1, 1QQl to applyforfi~t-YAnrf"nc1$;. To . 
apply, states will: 

• 	 Develop a comprehensive set of strategies to enable every school - rural, urban, 
and suburban -+ to fully integrate technology into teaching and learning and 
achiovo tho Prosident's four national goals for educa~ional technology. 

• 	 Design a comprehensive set of strategies to finance educationaltechnology 
throughout the state, inr:hlciing C'.oll~hnr::itinn with hu~ine.~~ ~nd industry, higher 
education. and libraries. Private sector partners can support educational 
technology through Innovative partnerships su~ as in"kind donations. volunteer 
help, cost reduCtions and payments fur Internet oonnectiens. 

( 	 . 

• 	 Target Bssistan~ supported by the Technology Literacy Challengo Fund to 
communities with high rates of povorty and the greatest need for educational 
technology so that their students will have access to the benefits of educational 
technology. . 

• 	 R.eport annuall~ to the public on state progress toward Implementing its plan .. 

The maximum impadt of the Tecllllolugy Literacy Challellge Fund will be. 
experienced at tile selloelleve/. Ninety five percent of a state's award under the 
TLCF must go to local,school districts. States will cond.uct grant competition:s this spring 
and summer to &wardgrants to school districts to imploment comprehonsive technology 
pla~$. States have flcl!<i~ilitx to taiI?r,their competitions Ito mea~the unique condit!ons in 
theIr state. All local applications WIll ,nclude long range;.strateglc plans for educatIonal 
technology that address: eqUipment purchnSp.S; tenchp.r tr::iining; ~trntegies to integrate 
technology into the cllf;ricuillm; r:nll~hnrativA activities throughout the community. 
Including adult literacY1Provlders; support services; timelines; budget~; sllCltegie::> to 
promote educational e~uilYI cilld evaluation strategies. 



, MRR 05 '97 09~0PM OFFICE OF'SECRETRRY 	 P.4/6
C:::,:..::..::=::::·::·::::·':=::::::::;::::::: .::::::.::::::: '::' :::::::: :::: ::: ::::::::::: ::':::::::::::: ::: :::::_:::: ::::::::: :: :::: :: :::,:: :::::::::ffi!JJ 


M1CmGAN ' 

PEER. RE~W PANEL RECOMMENDAnON FOR 

THE TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHALLENGE FUND 


On January 13, 1997, a team offour panelists reviewed the Michigan State plan for educational' 
technology and Michigan's application for funding under the Technology Literacy Challenge F\lnd 
(1LCF). A list ofthe four reviewers is attached; Cathy Parise ofthe Washington State 
Department ofEducation chaired the panel. Reviewers examined the plan in advance ofthe 
.meeting, and following eXtensive discussion, participated in a conference call to the State, during 
which they asked the State coordinator and staffa number ofclarifying questions about the plan 
and application. After the conference call, the reviewers reconvened for further discussion, and 
met the following morning to again discuss the. plan. The reviewers identified a number of 
strengths in the plan and'in the State, made recommendations. concerning approval ofthe plan and 
application, and recommended a number ofspecific actions for the State to consider in further 
developing its plan. ' 

Strengths: 

• The panel noted that Michigan has a strong history of partnerships with business and 
industry, and strong universities and technology resources across the State, Michigan's 
newly formed T~t:h Corps is growing fast, and CQuld become an even more effective means 
for further involving bu~iness and industry Jeaders. Fourteen Michigan school districts, 
With the Henry F()rd'Museum and Michigan State University, successfully appliep for a 
Challenge Grant award in 1996,'( 

. 
• . Michigan has a well;.established procedure in place for making competitive awards to 

LEAs, and plans.'to provide extra points for effective involvement ofprivate schools and 
students with disabilities. 

• 	 Michigan has dotte. a good job ofleveraglng respurees, despite a disappointing lack of 
. 	support from the. State legislature. The panel was impressed that the Merit Network in 

Ann Arbor, a weU.known resource for the development ofthe Internet, has a fonnal 
partrlership to as~ist in the development of a high~r education and K-12 network providing 
discounted telep~one access (e.g., providing for dial-up access to the Internet for 
teachers), using ~nds from the Michigan Public Services Commission and Ameritech. 

• 	 Michigan has made a commitment to ensuring that beginning teachers are competent to 
use technology in the classroom. Since 1995, teacher education candidates have been 
required to have,'a working knowledge ofmodem ~echnology and the use ofcomputers for 
teaching and.lea~ng. . 

Areas for improvement: 

• 	 The reviewers w~re very concerned that the State's pJan for educational technology was 
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out or date, since it ends in 1997. They made speCific recommendations concerning the 
development and' contents ofthe new State plan, recommending examination ofplans from 
other States. such as those ofnIinois. Texas, Washington, and Florida. The reviewers 
specifically recommended that Michigan, before the application deadline date ofMarch 3,1. 
1997, submit a detailed description ofthe process for, and participation in, developing a 
new five-year plan. This description should include: 

A mechanism fot broadly-based participation, that would include representatives from 
groups such as business and industry, public utilities, school boards, higher education, 
parent groups, students, superintendents/principals. teachers, network speciaJists, 
technology specialists, curriculum specialists, and'library and media specialists. The 
Technology and Telecommunications Planning Advisory Group described in the 
application might serve as the basis for building such participation. ' 

; '! 

A description ofthe process by which Michigan wHl provide for State-wide review and 
feedback on the plan in order to gain support from constituents and local communities. 
Michigan's statewide educational technology meetings could provide one venue for this 
activity, By ensuring broad-based statewide level ofparticipation in the planning process 
'and in.the revie~ and provision offeedback on the, plan, participants and stakeholders 
across the State become advocates for the pIan. 

A vision for the use of technology in education, ainission statement, and goals and. 
recommendations on how to reach them. ' 

, i 

Benchmarks and timelines that identify where t~e State is, where it needs to go and why, 
and how it will know when it gets there. The' QED survey planned for 1997 would be a 
good beginning ~or this effort. ' 

1 
, ' 

A budget for ac~eving Michigan's goals over the five-year period. This should included 
strategies for financing the budget. Even when funding and access to resources are 
unCertain, the existence of a goal can be an important strategy. In this context, the plan for 
financing should 'include not only funding, but resources ofthe kind that Michigan has 
excelled in using; such as contributions from business, universities. and individuals, and 
strategies for their inclusion, such as incentives. . , ' 

I 

The reviewers rebommended that the State consider the questions under Focus 4 ofthe 
review guidance in developing their RFP for Ll4. applicants. "The panel pointed 
particularly to the last three questions. Those que~tions concern links between LEA 
performance and' State funding, universal design for software to ensure access by students 
with disabilities (a. good resource is the Trace website -- http://trace.wisc.edul), and the 
use of evaluatiorr information to test progress on the National Education Goals, and State 
and local academic content and performance standards. ' 

;", 

http://trace.wisc.edul
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Recommendation: 

The Michh:au application ahould not be approved until additional information is provided. 
The current Michigan Sta.te plan, while long range at the time it was 'Written, runs from. 1qq2 tn 
1997. and can no 16ng~r be considered a long-range plan f~:r the future. J:lurthennore. the plan 
explicitly excludcs cstimntes ofcostslUld funding (see page';I,3). Michigan plan~ t.n write 8. new 
plan during the course;of 1997. 

The review panel recommends that Michigan ftuthE'.r submit, as a supplement to its current plan,. a 
description ofthe process it Will use to update the p1~n Thi~~ supplement to the plan should, at a 
minimum, present a plan for the finandne nf educational technoloiY in Miehigan over a period or 
the next 3.5 yearg, and desr.rihe the process for panicipation in the implemenLalion, ongoing 
planning and support ofthe plan hy hu!;ine~s. industry. and other public lUlU pfivate agenc;ies, 
including libr#lrie~. lihrary literacy programs. and institution:! urhisher educa.tion, 

Michigan has provided the requested infoTflIl1LiulI, including it. description and timeline for 
the process they intend to use Lu update the Michigan State: Technology Plan. The 1998 
award is conthlgent on receipt orLlial plan. '.; i 

11! 

Michigan plans to identify high-need districts on the basis:6fthe number or pereent28e ofstudents 
exceeding the statewide /iVCllige who arc eligible for free or reduced lunch, and on the basis of the 
Michigan Educi:llioual Assessment Program data. However, Michigan plans to provide only 
technical assistance lQ' the districts identified. The panel stronsly recommends that financial 
aSsisLl1I1\fe -- grant awards -- also be to.rgeted to these districts, and that Mkhigan describe the 
prueess for doing 50 in the supplement to their plan. 

Michigan has rep1ied that it will give priority for nmding to subgrant applicants based OIl 

the number or percentage ofdisadvantaged stl.ldenf~ greater than the statewide avc:rage 
eligible for free or reduced price lunch, score!: on State criterion-referenced 1A:lSl:s, lack of 
dial-up accesS'to th~ Internet, and other reJeviI.nt. information provided by lhe applicant. 

http:reJeviI.nt
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MEMORANDUM 

,~;5 

To: Speaker;Curtis Hertel 

From: Krist¢n McDonald-Scone 

Subject: 

Date: ' 

MEA E1ucation PoU 
, 
*,­

March 4::. 1997 

~. ' ir 
Many of the issues revealed in the MEA poll as key to)ttIe citizens of Michigan will come as no ' 
surprise to the House Democratic: Caucus. Theprimar)<tssues were Education and Crime - which, 
is consistent with the House Democratic Campaign Message and 90 day agemla. However, 
suggesti!Jns made by the MEA pollster recommend 'fine-tuning our Education message to articulate 
the bottom line voters are looking for. 

, ' 

The individual compon~ms of our Education Agenda are'right on track with the wants and needs 
of the M'ichigan voter.; It is the way in which we present the individual ideas that needs to fine 
tuned. The key to our:Education Agenda is standards. Voters are In favor of a required core 
curriculum, teacher cer~ification and a zero tolerance for violent students. Bur [he message that 
brings them in is an inc'rease in the required standards for our publil; schools. All of the House 
Democrat,ic Education points fall into this category. The poll seems to imply that any proPQsal 
that imposes rigorous standards on our public schools w4,i receive a favorable response. If school 
districts meet these standards, most voters are in favor o~ increased funding. (Provided taxes do 
not go up.) 1 ,\, 

, '~ 

Stan Greenburg emphasized the point that although Education tests higher in Michigan than in any 
other state and is thl; nuinber one issue, if education is th~ sole focus of our message, we will lose 
seniors in droves, It is ~xtremely important in preserving our base to include Crime in our focus 
for state-widereform. tThus far, (he majority caucus has done an excellent job in keeping both 
issues at the fore-:-front 9f our message. 

\ 

1., State·wide Clin(ate - Generally speaking. voters in Michigan (58 %) believe (hat Michigan 
is on the right track. The two top issues of concern are! Education and Crime & Drugs bo[h by 
almost 20%. Following at a close third at 16% is moraldecline and Health care at 14%. Voters 
are very close 10 evenl~ split reg'lrding which party tbeybelieve wi1l do the best jOb in dealing 
with these issues with ai~light edge to the 'Democrats. T;~ere still exists, a large humber of voters 
that believe [hat neither:party will be effective (22 %) in ::re~ponding to these issues. 

i 
" 

2. Party Opinjons L Curremly, DemOCrats and Republicans have identical favorablity ratings 
in the State Legislature. ~ (36%) However. Republicans have a much stronger unfavorable rating. 

" 
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House: Dt!mucra[s Sh()~, 43 % of the electorate unsure o,f their job performance. This is a wide 
margin of voters to infJuem::c over the coming months: ' 

~ . 

; ;i;1 
Democrats in'Michigan have the confidence or the public in dealing with the issue of . ~ ~ ." ' . ' .... 

education. 42% of voters prefer Democrats to a 31 % total GOP lead 10 handling the Issue. Other 
than suengthening families, which is close to equal, this is the one issue tested that the puhlic 
believes Democrats will handle better than their Republican counterparts. ' 

.. . , 

f ' . . 
3. Engler PerfoI1l)ance - Possibly the most interesting thing about the results of this poll is 
(he attitudes regarding the Governor's educatioilagenda. Althuugh he has a 53% approval rating 
his job performance r~garding education is only at a 40% positive rating. Further, when the 
individual components of the Rogier plan are broken down and represented as independent from 
the Governor, support for the agenda falls dramatically. 

; . 
., 

4. Local School di~tricts - While most voterS in Michigan feel that the education system is 
f;', ' • 

seriously tlawed~ they d.o not hold these views for their lqcal districts. They believe that taxes are 
(00 high when compardi to what they get for their educ~ion dollar but by the same token believe 
that their local district ~oes not receive enough fund ingr; , 

, \ . ·r, 
5. Education Protilems - Respondents to the survey listed a variety of issues they believed 
were wrong with the pliblic school disrricts. Three issues broke the double digit mark: Lack of 
discipline. Drugs. and {Lack of money. 80% of voters believe their local districts are safe but 
again, safety is a stateWide concern of the majority ofvoters. According to Stan Greenburg,' data 
trom the poll points favorably to a zero tolerance position for drugs and violence in our schools. 
Ahhough mOSL of those polled wanted a crack down on violent students, they did not want any 
tax dollars going to spe~ial schools for expelled students, Even after the explanation is given ma( 
educating expelled stud~nts often keeps them from conuriitting more violent crimes in the furure, 
voters did nOl want the&t to have access to public schools., 

~ !~ . 
6. Statewide Sup~ort for the House DemocraticiEducation Agenda 

~ ,q~ 
I, ... , . 

Statement of Democra[i6 Agenda as : The Democrats say that education is the biggest challenge 
facing Mi~higall familibs, and we need a renewed commitment to invesrin education and raise 
standards. They supp~rt a required academic core curri~ulum to improve reading. writing, 
science and math skill~, and they support a major new bonding effort to modernize our aging 
schools and make comp;Uters available to every student. - 50% total support 

( . 

Schools of Choice 61% in favor 33% opposed 
Voucher~ ~ 48% . in favor 43% opposed 
Mandated Core Curriculum 82% in favor 13% opposed 
Required Core tCutriculwll 87%)n favor 9 % opposed 

.." .Non-certiqed T~achers 23~~in £a"'or 73% opposed 
Non-certified Teachers II 33~ln favor 63% opposed 
MET pl'ogram ~nd 36%;"in favor 38% opposed 

J,! 
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Adult Ed fund;ng cut 
Teacher Train,ng Funding Cut 
State Charter School oversight end 
Public School~ake over 
Full funding for Adult Ed 
Bonding technology equipment 
Required parent-teacher conference 
Teacher Certification (even Charters) 
At Risk ProgrimFunding Increase 
Tuition tax cre(lit 
Zero To)eranc~ 
Required afterl,school day care 

, 
1. , 

26% in favor 

, 19% in favor 

'23% in favor 

27% in favor 
77% in favor 
80% in favor 
84% in favor 
90% in favor 
80% in favor

,d 
89% in favor 
91% in favor 
78% in favor:t:; 

, ~', 
f~. 

67% opposed 
73% opposed 
.S9~ opposed. 
67% opposed 
18% opposed 
14% opposed 
13% opposed 
7% opposed 
15% opposed 
7% opposed 
6% opposed 
15% opposed 

Representative Hanley ~as asked that! ,send a copy of this memo [0 his office as well as the rest 
of the Post-term Limit Leadership. Please let me know' if you would like me to send them this 
information. f " 
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On Education Front,' a Bipartisan Lesson 
Clinton Praised for Backing Standards by Michigan ~ GOP Governor 

lawmakers were more subdued on better in math: "In Gennany or Sin­
\' 

Dy John F. Harris 
W.l.l..tlmj[laaPmitSt;UlWnter .se....eral occasions when Clinton·s re­ gapore, students,learn 15 to 20" 

t 
I' mark' look an esoteric flight. n.,th subjects in depth every yea:r. 

LANSING, Mich" March 6~ Emphasizing the importance of Typically in the United States, we 
With pro:spects for bipartisanship good child care early in life, the learn over :10 or 35 subjects in a su­
growing ever more tenuous in Wash.. 
illgton, President Clinton traveled to 

the National Science Foundation to 

, John Engler. one 
most prontinent 
_~1.. •• _ ".~~-~;~-~ a 

. . for national 

;ident asserted that children tiv­
with "two parents, 

work, that have 
educations" will exuerience 

said he is directing 
Micltigan today for a lavish emhrace 
from Ihis state's Republican chief work with the Education Del 
executive. interactions" in meut to study wa~s to improve 

~ their ftrst four years..-or about 500 math perfonn.nce.t a day-leadJng to better brain devel­ Engler traveled to Lansing aboard 
opment. But "a single parent with Air Force One \lith Clinton. In his 
low self-esteem" and poor parenting CAmpaign for edurational standards, 

~ 

'educational sta!ld"fds. "Michigan ac­ skills will give a child only "150,000 Clinton is planning to speak fre­cepts your challenge; he told the positive interactions." quently to state legislatures. Last president. Engler Said the state will 
Clinton. who has joked that he month. he tmveled to Annapolis to begin testing fOul1 h-!lraders in read­

may run foi school board upon leav- address the Maryland Gerieral As­ing and eighth-graders in math to 
, ing the presidency, plunged into Sinl­ sembly, and next week he will go toensure that they are meeting the 

il.r detail explaining why young pe0- Raleigh to speak to North Carotina voluntary standard. Ctinton extoUed 
in last month's State of the Union ple in many other countries do, legislators, ' 

i' address, ,," ,', ' , ...;.....{;-.. 
~, The allian.ce between Ciint~n";d ' 
" Engler, howev.er. unlikely at 'first 
" blU3b. has a certitin~gic, Botli'rnen 
i ' have aligned the~!Yes.wi.tl!. issues 
\ sl.ICh as overhauling welfare ~ 
: posing more rigoroUs' academic 'and, 

~ 
line. He hopes'todefine:himself,in­

creasingly.in the.second term by 01-. 

fering rhetorical leadersltip on non­

Washington iSsueS::Arrd on 'thispar~ , 

ticular day;:with',rongressional Re- ' 

publicans-,tonnej!ting dum ';ve<:the 

Democratic'!"od-raising, issu';,; he 

was only too happy to absent' himself ' 

physically from the capiial. .. 


Traveling back'to Washington' on" 

Air Force!)ne this afternoon, Ctin­

ton decline;<!, to address fund-raising 

questions. including' Wednesday's 

revelation lhat a top aide to flfSi lady 

HiUary Rodham Clinton accepted a 

$50,000 check, fOLthe Democratic 

National Co1JU!lillee,'which !;ome ex- : 

perts say may Ile a'viOIation of law.';" 

He said he would t<ike,the queslians~': 


I 
I at a FridaY'afternoon' news"corifer-" 
I enee.' .. " r Bul he furor is not hurt­
~ ing his am doing greal"­

and disputed suggestions that it is 
eclipsing his other actions. -I 
thought my message got through 
just fine: he said of his speech to the 

, sta.e legislMors. "'fhey got il." 
; Clinton's remarks sometime~ took 
t on a lecturing tone. He said the na­t tional testing he has endorsed would 
I be voluntary. vutlhat,he is counting 
" on the of embarrassment to 

goad new poticies. "I wanic 

to create a ctimate in which no 0 

can ""Y 00,",be' ¢aid. "in' which il 

ntary bul you.are ashamed i 

I give your'kids the chance I 


PHOTOCOPYI
f The Education, Department will 
f develop·lh~,re'dUi.g'nnd math tests 
t over .he next two, years, and Engler PRESERVATION 
I pledged'that Mich.igan'Sludents will , 
i take it. But Clilllon warned that peo­I ,pie should not ba, sentimental when 
~ so~~ stCld~nts f~jj;/i ' 

http:creasingly.in
http:the~!Yes.wi.tl
http:howev.er
http:allian.ce
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.. .. . .. , 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

ADDRESS TO THE MICHIGAN STATE LEGISLATURE 


STATE CAPITOL 

LANSING, MICHIGAN· 


MARCH 6, 1997 


Acknowledgments: Mr. Speaker, Governor Engler [more to come] 

I am especially honored to become only the second sitting President ever to have 
addressed this legislature. Ninety years ago, Teddy Roosevelt, on his way to give a speech at 
what was then Michigan Agricultural College, now Michigan State, stopped here to address a 
joint session of the Michigan legislature at this same rostrum. You have since renovated this 
building to restore the charm and artistry that was in place when Roosevelt visited. In 1907, 
America was at the dawn of the Industrial Era. This building had only been wired for electricity 
two years before. And President Roosevelt went from here to the college campus in a brand new 
automobile, built by a Lansing company that was then just 10 years old. This year, Oldsmobile 
celebrates its centennial. 

This too is a rare moment in American history. Peace and prosperity abound. We have 
just completed four years where we produced more new jobs than in any other presidential term 
in our history: And we are looking toward a world that is full of exciting new opportunities -- a 
true Age of Possibility. Only a few timesbefore -- after World War II and at the start of this 
century when we were entering the Industrial Era as a powerful and wealthy country at peace -­
have we experienced anything like this. We have an incredible responsibility -- in America and 
in Michigan. Thanks to the hard work of all of you here and across the state, your unemployment 
rate has literally turned around -- from 7.4 percent in 1993 to 4.7 percent today. You have added 
more than 380,000 new jobs. Your welfare rolls have dropped 30 percent. And student 
achievement has risen as more schools are meeting the high standards you have set. Things are 
good and getting better. 

But this is a time for us to build a new century .. We cannot afford to squander it, in 
complacency and division. That is why I am pleased that a Republican Governor and a bipartisan 
state legislature have invited me here today. For we will meet our new challenges only if we 
reach across party lines -- acting together, Democrats and Republicans, people from every point 
on the political spectrum, coming together as One America. 

The message I bring today is the same one I carried to the Maryland legislature last month 
, -- the same one I will carry to other state legislatures, communities, and forums in the months to 

come. I am asking for a new kind of partnership -- with the people in this chamber, and people 
all across America. The era of big government is over. But the era of big national challenges is 
not. And while national leadership can point the way, the real responsibility is one we all share. 

1 



Today, I want to talk about what we must do in two critical areas where the responsibility 
rests at least as much with you as with the"national government: giving our children the best 
education and raising standards so our chiidren master the basics, and breaking the cycle of 
dependency by finishing the job of welfare reform, and moving millions to work. Taken 
together, these issues are at the core of what we must do to prepare America for the new Century. 
We must help all Americans have the tools to make the most of their own lives in this knowledge 
economy -- and have the opportunity to do so. 

As I said one month ago in my State-of-the-Union Address, we must never forget that one 
of the greatest sources of our strength throughout the Cold War was a bipartisan foreign policy. 
Because our future was at stake, politics stopped at the water's edge. Now we need a 
non-partisan commitment to education -- because education is the critical national security issue 
for our future, and politics must stop at the schoolhouse door. 

What we must do is to prepare our children and all our people to know what they must 
know to navigate the world ahead. Between 1992 and 2000, 89% of the new jobs created in this 
economy will require post-high school levels of literacy and math skills. But only half the 
people entering the work force are prepared for those high-paying jobs. Our schools are still 
turning out millions of young people who simply are not equipped for the new world of work. 

That is why our number-one priority must be to make our public education the best in the 
world. Our goals must be: every 8-year-old can read; every 12-year-old can log on to the 
Internet; every 18-year-old can go to college; and every adult can keep learning for a lifetime. 

In my State of the Union address, I laid out a ten-point plan, a Call to Action for 
American Education [hold up booklet], that describes the steps we must take -- and the State of 
Michigan is already doing many of the right things. 

Many of those points relate to what we must do for our people before they start school, 
and how we help them in college and beyond. We must begin with the youngest children, by 
expanding early childhood learning. We must open the doors of college wider than ever, making 
the 13th and 14th years of college as universal as high school is today. In my balanced budget 
plan, I have proposed education tax cuts to help more families afford the fine colleges such as 
those here in Michigan. We must give our workers the ability to learn and to earn for a lifetime 
through my G.!. Bill for Workers -- transforming the tangle offederal training programs into a 
simple skill grant that goes directly into workers' hands. 

But today, I want to spend special time talking with you about what we must do to 
prepare our students in our schools for the 21 st Century. 

We must rebuild our nation's crumbling schools; we cannot raise our children up in 
schools that are literally falling down. 

2 



' We must harness the forces oftechnology, connecting every classroom in America to the 
\ Internet by the Year 2000. . 

" 

And our schools must teach discipline and character -- and serve as safe havens for our 
i children. So I have proposed funding 1,000 new commlinity schools programs across this 
\ country to help keep our school doors open after school, on the weekends and in the summer. 

We must recognize that the best schools are only as good as the teachers in their 

classrooms. For years, educators have worked to establish nationally accepted credentials for 

excellence in teaching -- through the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, 

headquartered in Detroit. Michigan has the third highest number of board certified master 

teachers in the country. My new budget will enable 100,000 teachers across America to seek 

certification as master teachers. I J 


t>\~-n-~ S"t-l \- { pJ..~.,..l.t.. L\"I\J\ 

We need to give parents and'communities more freedom and flexibility in education. We 
should work together to give parents more choices of what public schools their children attend, 
and help teachers, parents, museums, and others create new public charter schools. I have 
proposed doubling the size of our public ch~er school program to $100 million. We can help 
charter schools set an example for expanding accountability in public education by holding them 
to the same state and national standards we expect of all our schools, making sure they are open 
to children from all backgrounds, supporting those that work, and shutting down those that are ' 
not up to standard. 

All of this is important. But the most basic thing we can do -- the most important thing 
we must do -- is to make sure that all our children master the basics that will be the foundation of 
success in the 21st Century. 

When 40% of our fourth graders do not read as well as they should -- when students in 
Germany or Singapore learn 15 to 20 math subjects in depth each year, while our students often 
race through 30 to 35 without really learning them at all -- we are not doing what we should to 
prepare our children for a knowledge economy. 

Let's understand why these basics are so important. The point is not merely to teach our 
children facts and figures, but to teach them the ability to think and reason and analyze -- to give 
them the tools and skills that will serve them in jobs and careers we cannot even contemplate 
today. We are not doing right by any ofour students when we set low expectations. We must 
put an end to social promotions, and make sure education means something. 

We must have a high standard ofexcellence that all states can agree upon. That is why, I 
have challenged our country to meet national standards of excellence in the basics --not federal 
government standards, but national standards, representing what all our students must know to 
succeed in the 21st Century. I am calling on every state to test every 4th grader in reading and 
every 8th grader in math by 1999, to make sure these basic standards are met. 
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We already have widely-accepted, rigorous national standards in both reading and math-­
and widely-used'tests based on those standards. Michigan and more than 40 other states have 
participated in atest called the National Assessment of Educational Progress -- which measures 
the state's overall performance against a high national standard ofexcellence. Just last week, we 
released the annual assessment of math performance, and it shows that across the country our 
4th, 8th, and 12th graders are doing better. Michigan's score was among the most improved in 
the nation. 

Tens of thousands of students across the country have also taken the Third International 
Math and Science Study --a test that reflects the world-class standards our children must meet for 
the new era. The headquarters for that test is just down the road at Michigan State. I want to 
thank Dr. William Schmidt at Michigan State for his leadership of this important study, and I am 
pleased that he is here with us today. 

Unfortunately, the current tests don't provide scores for individuals; they only measure 
how an entire area is doing. What we need are tests that will measure the performance of each 
and every student, and each and every school. That way, parents and teachers will know how 
every child is doing compared to students in other schools, other states, and other countries. 

That is why I am presenting a plan to help states meet and measure the highest standards. 
Over the next two years, our Department of Education will support the development of new tests 
for 4th grade reading and ,8th grade math to show how every student measures up to the existing, 
widely-accepted standards. The tests will be developed by independent test experts in 
consultation with leading math and reading teachers. The federal government will not require 
them, but these tests will be available to every state that chooses to administer them. 

I am pleased that today Governor Engler has endorsed our plan to test all 4th 
graders to make sure they are meeting the challenge in reading and all 8th graders to 
ensure they are measuring up in math. We have plenty of standardized tests; now it is time 
to test for standards. Together, we are saying, this is not about partisanship. There is no 
Democratic or Republican way to teach. There is no Maryland or Michigan way to learn. 
Reading is reading and math is math. Ifwe are serious about holding our children to the 
highest standards, every state in America must follow Michigan's lead -- put politics aside, 
work in a bipartisan fashion, take up our challenge, and test our children in the same 
rigorous way. 

Raising standards will not be easy. Some of our children will not be able to meet them at 
first. But good tests will show us who needs help, what changes in teaching we must make, and 
which schools need to improve. We are not talking about winners and losers; we are not talking 
about tearing anyone down, but about lifting them up. But you cannot lift them up if you don't 
know what the score is. 

Our responsibility must be to do what we can so our children can meet these standards. 
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When it comes to reading, I want to remind everyone that this past August, during my 
train trip in Wyandotte, with the help of two elementary school students, Justin Whitney and 
Elizabeth Schweyn [SCHWINN], I announced our America Reads Challenge. We set a goal of 
mobilizing a million volunteer tutors to help every 8 year old read independently. We will use 
11,000 of our AmeriCorps members to mobilize this army -- 'and we should enlist at least 
100,000 college work study students to join in this effort. You here have already launched a 
similar statewide tutoring effort. Let's make sure that every child can say what Justin and 
Elizabeth said after they read The Little Engine that Could: "I read it myself." They showed us 
that when our students are held to high standards they can excel. I am pleased that Justin and 
Elizabeth are able to join us here today. 

And I want to do more to help our young people be ,ready to be tested in math. 
Today I am directing the Department of Education and the National Science Foundation to 
identify and coordinate resources throughout the Federal government and through the 
non-profit and private sectors that can be used to help students meet the math standards. 
[details on directive to come] 

Throughout my career in public life --as a Governor, and as President --I have worked 
harder on education than on any other issue. That is because renewing education, raising our 
standards, and lifting up our schools is the embodiment of everything we must do to prepare for 
the 21st Century --to promote opportunity, demand responsibility, and build community. 

When it comes to providing the tools to succeed, our other great challenge is helping to , 
move the permanent underclass into our growing middle class. And here, too, the only way to do 
it is by reaching across party lines and working together, Democrats and Republicans, national 
government and state government, business and labor and religious institutions. . 

Working together, we ended ,the old welfare system. Over the past four years, we worked 
with43 states to launch welfare reform experiments, which helped move a record 2.25 million 
people off our nation's welfare rolls. Here in Michigan, a strong economy and your efforts have 
helped move more than 208,000 people off the welfare rolls, a 30 percent drop. You have also 
realized a21 percent increase in child support collections. These are all accomplishments you 
can be proud of. 

But this is not the end of welfare reform, it is a new beginning. Now that we have 
demanded that those on welfare take responsibility, we must all take responsibility to see that the 
jobs are there, so people on welfare can become permanent members of the workforce. Our goal 
must be to move people from welfare to work so thattwo million more Americans are off the 
welfare rolls py the year 2000. 

I have challenged the nation's businesses to join in this effort, and I have a offered a plan 
to help them: Tax credits and other incentives for businesses to hire people off welfare; 
incentives for job placement firms and states to create more jobs for welfare recipients; training, 

5 




transportation, and child care to help people go to work. I urge Michigan's businesses, 
non-profits, and religious organizations -- large and small -- to heed this important call. Each 
and every one of us must fulfill our responsibility -- indeed, our moral obligation --to make sure 
that those who now must work, can work. 

The most direct and effective steps must be taken by the states. The legislation we passed 
gives states the authority, for the very firsttime, to take the money that had been used on welfare 
checks, and subsidize private sector paychecks. Missouri began doing this under one of our 
waivers --and it is working .. Now I challenge every state to follow their example. Use the new 
flexibility you have been given. Tum those welfare checks into paychecks. That is what we 
need to do to help welfare recipients find jobs and keep them. 

Second, I urge you to use the money saved from moving people from welfare to work to 
make sure that even more people can make that transition. YoUr model program, Project Zero, is ' 
a good example -- investing in child care and transportation with the goal of getting everyone on 
welfare to earn a paycheck. 

Finally, I urge every state and every Governor, Republican or Democrat, to join with me 
to get Congress to restore basic health and disability benefits when misfortune strikes immigrants 
who came to this country legally, who work hard, pay taxes and obey the law. To do otherwise is 
simply unworthy of a great nation of immigrants. 

We passed historic welfare reform -- giving states the authority and flexibility they had 
asked for for years. We were right to do it. Now states must live up to their responsibility, and 
help us finish the job. . 

On education reform, on welfare reform, on all our major challenges --let us build new 
partnerships across old lines of responsibility. Preparing for the 21st Century is not ajob for any 
one level of government alone. Many of our greatest challenges do not fall under the authority of 
Washington, nor should they. They do not fall under the authority of state capitals like Lansing, 
nor should they. The power to solve our problems rests with all levels of government, and all 
sectors of society -- and that is where we must forge our solutions as well. 

Together, we must seize this moment of opportunity, and prepare our people for.the 
changes and challenges of a new century. Together, we must renew our basic bargain of 
opportunity, responsibility, and community, and give everyone the tools to make the most oftheir 
own lives. If we rise to that challenge, we will enter the 21 st Century full of new promise and 
possibility, for all who share a stake in the American dream. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 
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Test us,­

Engler, 

suggest~ 
He offers Michigan 
for an$JnaIe:iam' 
BY JACK KREsNAK J (. ... 7 ' 
F~SUffWrilA:r ..., 

Gov. J?hn Engler said 'Monday 
~t Michigan should become a test­
mg.ground for a national ':student 
achievement exam and 'parents 
should welcome tbe chance to see 
ho,!, their children s~ck up:against 
theIr peers. I 

~ believe deeply that our 'success 
wi~1 be on benchmarking how we're 
d~mg against the rest of the, world. 
It s really as simple as: You Bot the 
best schools,; 
you win." 
Engler said, 
in a wide­
ranging inter­
view on edu­
cation and 
child welfare 
Issues. 

' 

Engler ) 
alS? said, the state would hin~; more 
Chlldren s Protective Servic~~work· 
ers Soon to provide better profuctlon 
for abused and neglected children 
~at he expects childhood irrunuruza,: 
tiOD rates to surpass 90 percent in a 
few years and that the key to k~ 
chUdren out of trouble is to get'them 
to stay in school until they gradUate. 

To do thal charter schools and 
~hool districts must compete to pro­
VIde the best education possible. he 

i 
~ 
!
i, 

aald. ' , 
, . '1 thIDk thallt II amoral crusade." 

Engler said. "It Is acampalsn that has 
to be waged. ud' we can't have 
people opt!q ouL !verybodyought 
to join in that Certainly, YOII boW, 
the reli8iou, c:oDUDUDltY ~ught to join 
In that. but 80 should thecommunlty 
leadership IE bqe.- . 

Euglet'. comments ~ome a few 
days before President BiD Clinton is 
to arrive in MichiB&n to:addms lite 
Legislature on Thursday on edUCR' 

don reform: ' 
The pernor said he belieVes 

Clinton was drawn to Michigan in 
W l becauee of Engler's bid to have 

the state test a new National Assess­

~ent ~f Educational Progress exam 

diat-Clinton supports. 


,-,Currently, NAEP testing Is done In 

a f~w school districts hi Michigan, 

Engler, who chaired the national edu­

~ti~naJ goals panel Jut year for the 

Naaona! Governors AssoCiation 

would like to see aD stude;~~ partla: 


pate. ;:1 
"What I've been arguing is that 

there has to be a wry •_, to take the 
NAE! test and In:'bed that in our state 
test, .Engler &ald, referring to the 
Michigan Educational Assessment 
Program. . 

-Then. 1 could compare. and 
every pa~ent eould compare. their 
students performance to the rest 
of the .COUDtry. ,.: We'd like to be . 

the pilot in the '98-'9'9· school 
year." ", 

Engler said charte~~! 8chools 
ha,,:e ha~ a dra~atic im~~t on edu­
catton. 10 Michlgan, tbo,:!gh only 
about 12.000 of the atate's 1.1 mil· 
lion public schoo1 atudedta are in 

. them. More competition for the 
privilege of teaching! ..children 
i~evltably .wi111ead to better educa­
tion. he said. 

·1 think you're going to see alter­
native public schools beIng devel· 
oped; 1thlnk some may be developed 
by the Detroit public school system 
itself. 1bope," Engler said. 

"I hope that just as Romulus is 
now running programs for dropout 
students .in Detroit. other suburban 
districts or dIstricts wishing to ex­
pand- their educ:ational programming 
have the legal right to ofter every­

thing from elementary education to a 
high school education in the city of 
Detroit. And 1certainly would eneour­
age that." . 

To compete with charter schools 
som~ astute superintendents hav~ 
provIded better and more classes 
Engler said. ' 

"'That's wh8t the marketplace is all 
ab~ut. That's what McDonald's is 

. trYlnl to do when they cut their 

burgers to 55 cents." -. 
. Engler. who has suggested that 
~e state may have to take over 
districts. that cons\stentlywl to edu· 
cate·chlldren. saId loeal control of 
schools is. important but so is ac­
countabillty. . . 

-It's . I~~al control with public 
aceountablhty to the lOcal communi· 
ty, and to the state," the governor 
said. . 
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Mibhigan Department of Education 
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{FAX MEMORANDUM 

!. 	 • '"; 

, 

f 
To: 	 MikeCoherl Fax Number. (202) 456-7028 

Office ofD0mestic Policy 
The White House, OEOB 

From: 	 Janet L. Elll's Phorie Number: (517) 373-9391 
Officeof the Superintendent 

SUbject: 	 Alliance fo~;Children's Education School Status Report 
I I 	 ~ . 

, Date: March 3, 1997 
~ 

~ 

:1 

,j 
I' 

I thought you might like an~update on the Alliance for Children's Education (ACE) in caSe the program 
might be appropriate to inelude in the President' s remarks Thursday. , 

~ 

Since the ACE announcemcrnt this past September, the State Board of Education and the Department's 
efforts have encouraged nel,\rly 80 schools located in 45 districts to implement or expand structured 
tutorial programs like HOS~S (Helping One Student To Succeed) that have impressive records of 
substantially improving stugent's reading, writing and math achievement. 

ACE has been working with many of these schools requiring additional volunteer support and has 
identified and placed new v!Jlunteer tutors in over a dozen schools. It is reasonable to believe by the end 
of this year, ACE will havel.1inked several hundred new volunteer tutors with students requiring 
individualized help to improve their basic skills. " 

~ :~ 
In addition, ACE has been ~ctively recruiting additional OOTpbrate partners. As a result. several new 
corporate partners have joined ACE inc1uding: Baker College; Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield; Amway Corporation; Michigan Sugar; MAC Steel, Target. Big Rock Nuclear 
,Plant, SOROC's Plastics and. both the Michigan State Chamber of Commerce and the Michigan 

, Business Leaders for Educa,tion Excellence (MBLEE) have made ACE a major program focus. 

I also have a complete sch09] and corporate status report iryou require additional infonnation. If you 

have any questions regardi~g this update, I can be reached at the itumber outlined above. 


~ 


Attachment 

. , 
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. 'II,:;lIllillllt, /tI, ellilll,,11 itlllltlllillll 
Michigan State Board of Education • School Districts'; Schools • Students. Businesses 0 Universities. Volunteers 

. . Joining together to help students succeed 

"J" ,Ill,. I, e,,,,,, "' ~ e",,,t";,,, ,t"' ilttiiflttiN"", if witt ",f "'""" wht" ,,"ucf w,,1, 

"Itllle,d" i'. w, 11,'4 " ",,,ie, wI",,,i4,4. "'"11"(11;11 "'1111", ;, '"111 WI """ i""",.",
" 	 "~ , 

i" II,,,ilf, ,ach ,'h,,·4i "ff". till,. """,,,,, SIIII, BfNltd. " 'uclI'i,,,111 

1/,1,111, elllll"11 
i 

In Michigan each year, many school children fall behind their classmates in reading, writing and math.· 
These students risk failing and dropping out of school. Often, these children suffer from a lack of 
individualized help. 	 :' 

.. 

To help children improve th~~r academic Performance and b~~;~ educational skills, the Michigan State Board 
of Education has launched th,e Alliance for Children' s Educati~n (ACE.) . The A11iance is a major statewide 
effort to call on schools, busi:'nesses and volunteers to help gi~echildren the extra one-on-one attention and 
encouragement they need to pecome better students and contri~uting members of society. 

""", II ''I, IIlIi,,"e, "~e"i/I"" ',llllell'i,il1 
. 	 i 

The Alliance for Children's $ducation is an effort to bring people in cOInmunities together as tutors to help 

children who have fallen behind in their reading, writing and math skills . 
., 

, 

Beyond teachers, the most s~ccessful method schools can implement to improve individual student 
performance is through a structured mentoring-tutorial program specifical1y designe.P for each child. This 
type of program has permitted many children to gain as much as 2-3 years of academic growth, annually. 

. ~ 	 .. 
To build on the proven succe~s of these programs, the A1lianc#ifor Children's Education wi)) actively: 
• 	 Encourage schools to e~pand or begin structured volunte,~rmentoring-tutorial programs; 
• 	 Assist interested school's by providing information on mentaring-tutorial programs, funding options, 


discounts and volunteef. resources and recruitment adivitfes; 

• 	 Enlist businesses to en~ourage employees to become volunteer tutors and link volunteers with local 


students in schools witli structured mentoring-tutorial programs; and, 

• 	 Increase public awaren~ss, support and involvement of many community groups in school 


mentoring/tutorial programs. 


~ 

IfIll,,, lillI, "",II"i" '''il"",iI.1 
" 

The State Board of Education began to formulate this program,almost a year ago, and passed a resolution 
creating this concept in Marc!t of ] 996 .. Since that time mem~rs of the Board and the Michigan Department 
of Education have met with numerous school districts and corP.orations to encourage their support and 
involvement. The support f~om the schools and businesses ",'~ have approached has been outstanding. 
Already. many of our largest!school districts and corporationsihaveexpressed their support for ACE. 

I 

"
~ 

Michigan State Board of Edtication. P.O. Box 30008· Lansing, MJ 48909· 1-888-Join-ACE 2/20/97 



, 
MDE B~~ ADMINISTRATION ]EL:517-335-4817 Mar. 03 97 17:13 No.003 P.03 

. 	 .. 
The ACE initiative helps pai,r interested companies and volunteers with students who need help in reading, 
writing and math at a nearby: participating school. 

I 

Each pa~icipating ACEsch~ol begins by engaging a company,ororganization specializing in mentoring­
tutorial efforts like the HOStS Corporation (Help Onc(Student To Succeed) and others which have a proven 
record of success at: ( 	 . 
• 	 Improving elementaryfand middle school students' basibjeducational skins; 
• 	 Developing individualJzed student lesson plans based qq:a student's age, assessed n:eeds, reading level 

.and learning style; . ; 
• 	 Achieving lasting resuJts by regularly measuring stude'ntsuccess; and, 
• 	 Training and utilizing volunteers who willingly give a gift of time to help a student succeed, including 


parents, relatives, seniprs, business employees and others. 

t 

At school, a volunteer tutor ~imply fonows the daily lesson plan,carefullydesigned for hislher student's 
age, assessed needs,reading;level and learning style. The ACE tutor also records whal the 'child has learned 
during each session for the sChool's ACE coordinator. 	 . 

r 

j 	 " .

111'.'.'1"1"'1'111.,""'.';"'11"".'",,'.1111'" DI'""IIII."I1""~I'
( 	 , 

While the Department recognizes that the HOSTS Corporati~Jlhas a widely used and highly successful 
mentoring~tutorial program, the State Board and the Departm~bt are also finnly committed to providing 
schools with a variety of profit and non-profit program choicesthat could substantially help students 
improve their reading, writin'g and math skills. Wbile the Department is still in the process of evaluating 
various programs, we have j~itially identified two additional program options that maybe helpful to schools 
-- City-As-School National Network and the Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program.'

I 	 . 
t 

(i 

'Volunteering with ACE is e~(sy! Any person who wants to help a student succeed in school and is willing 
, , 

to volunteer 1 hour per weekifor 1 school year can apply to b~ an ACE tutor. Interestedvolunteers can 
contact the Department's volpnteer toll-free hotline at (888) JqIN-ACE. 

j 	 i 

While at school, volunteers ~ilI be guided and given help th~~ghout their tutoring experience to ensure. a 
successful program for both student and tutor. ;;!~ 	 . 

! 	 I~ . 
~ 	 I~ 
~ 	 ,~ 

"'11 lillie' 'illll till ""II~"I"","I '1I",ill, ,.e' '/;"., . 
It is up to the individual to dJcide how I)luch time to spend. To maximize results most volunteers spend 
about 1 hour per week tutoring a student. Schools wiH coordinate the student's and volunteer tutor's 
schedules to accommodate busy agendas, and will work to establish a strong and continuing relationship 
between student and tutor. \ 

)' 

Ii: 	 ;'.[ 

The success of our communities, our businesses and our future 'generations depends on the education that 
young people receive today. ;'ACE tutors will playa vital role:i~ opening the world of learning and a lifetime' 
of opportunity for students. ,1 :~ 

.. , 
" 
" 

: ,2 ., 



MDE BUR ADMINISTRATION TIEL:517-335-4817 Mar 03 97 17:14 No.003 P.04 
":' ' ~ 

"'''Ie'' ,e"",I, e,.lj'I'!IIIIII,'''' 11.1111"111,.1.1,,1111,,,,'11.1 
, 

Nearly half of Michigan's fourth and seventh grade students scored less than satisfactory in this year's 
state's reading test. the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MFAfl.) Many schools have various 
programs to help improve a child's ability to read1 however few programs have the student success obtained 
by a structured mentoring-tutorial program. ACE would like to invite all schools to evaluate the student 
success rate of their existing/programs, and determine jf expa~dingor beginning amentoring-tutorial 
program could benefit their ~tudents. 

" 
II'• .,1111, ,e""I", ,e~"1 jl,I,lel, ""fllj,lillj I~' fltt IIIillllllflll, 
 .~ 

As the result of initial meeti~gs and the enormous student su&ess fate of mentoring tutorial programs, over 
100 School districts and sCh<fls have expressed their support for this initiative. ACE school listing attached. 

"""11.,/11'111111,,4 ",II11i,IIII'II' 1111" ;,I",IlIel' 
; : 

Many of the largest employers in Michigan have pledged their support including; Amway Corporation, 
Baker College, Big Rock NJclear Power Plant, Blue CrossIBlue Shield of Michigan. The Chrysler 
Corporation, Comerica Inc.,~Consumers Power Corporation', Delphi Automotive Systems, BDS, The Rint 
Journa11 Ford Motor Compa9Y, General Motors Corporation, Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce, 
Hennan Miller Inc., Kmart Corporation, MAC Steel, Michigan Business Leaders for Education Excellence 
(MBLEE). Michigan Nation(~l Bank, Michigan Chamber of Commerce, Michigan Sugar Corporation, 
Northwestern Dodge, SORQC Plastics, Steelcase;Valassis Communications, Whirlpool Corporation, and 
World Faith International CIi,ristian Center. ", . 

~ i~J 

"11111"".14II "IIIIIIII,~",I"I'"II'iI" ."I""il,t~' ,."el,I I, 4'I'"l1l1tl,11"111" . 
The most important resourc~ a business, organization or university has are its employees or human 
resources. AU that is require~ is to: 

~ 

1) Fax or mail a Jet(erformally joining ACE; 
2) Identify one or ~ore cities in which you maintain a strong employee, membership or student 

base from whicH to recruit volunteers; . 
3) Work with AC~ staff to select actlial school(s) which need volunteer tutors, and establish a 

reasonable volu~teer goal and timetable for each selected location; and, . 
4) Encourage your:employees, members or students (in your selected geographic locations) to 

become volunt~r tutors-mentors and give tlie giftof time to help a nearby strident to succeed. 
> 
1 

;" 
~ 1/
tl', 

The Alliance would like to i~vite all schools, businesses, conifpunity organizations, universities and others 
who are concerned about chi'dren's education to become a paT! of this initiative. For additional information 
on joining ACE, contact the ~ur volunteer toll-free hotline at 11888-JOIN-ACE. Inform~tion is also avail­
able on the Department's w~b server, State Board of Educati9n's folder at: http://www.mde.state.mLus! 

'ji 1 I. . 
~ 

1,'''il",,'I6I ,i.,lllI,il, P'II/jllli tll"I,,,'1 'III jill, 1""", 
{ . 

Michigan is the first state in the nation to respond to President Clintonts reading challenge. Both programs 
recognize the large number qf children unable to read satisfactorily, the success of tutoring programs and the 
value and need of increasing~commi.IDity involvement to addr~ss this critical p\,oblem. 

;~ , i ~ 

In addition, the ACE initiativ'e utilizes: existing departmental and local resources and therefore requires no 
new funding; non-paid volunteers particularly through busine~s and community support; focuses on read­
ing, writing and math for elementary and middle school childt¢n; actively enlists business and community 
support; and, utilizes a struct~red mentoring-tutoria1 prograrnV,~pecifically designed for each student. 

,i :'( 
.,) , 

i" 

http://www.mde.state.mLus
http:11111"".14
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Airport Community Schools 
(Carelton) : 
• Sterling Elementary Sch(~1 

Albion Public Schools . ~ 
- Caldwell Elementary School 

. • Crowell Elementary Schoo? 
~l 

Ann Arbor Public Schools. " 
• Pattengill Elementary I. 

School 
Battle Creek Public Schools . 

- Ann J. Kellogg Elementary; 
School ~ 

- Lincoln Elementary Schoo! 
'"Benton Harbor Area Schools : 

- Fair Plain Elementary 
- Benton Harbor High School 

Britton-MaCon Area School \ 
(Lenawee) 
~ Britton-Macon School ( 

Burton-Bendle Schools (Flint>. ~ 
- West Bendle Elementary 'I. 

School 
Carrollton Public Schools ii 

(Saginaw) 'i 

- Carrollton Elementary ! 
School 

Cassopolis Public Schools (Cas. v) 
- Frank Squires Elementary ~ 

.School ( 
- Sam Adams Middle Schoo~ 

Clare Public Schools ! 
- Clare Middle School " 

Clinton Community Schools 
(Lenawee) ~ 
- Clinton Elementary School! 

Columbia School District ' 
(Jackson) ~ 

• Brooklyn Elelnentary Schopl 
- Miller Elementary School j 

"'Covert Public Schools ( 
(Van Buren) 
- .Covert Elementary School; 
- Covert Middle School f 

.Detroit Public Schools 	 ), . 
- Carstens Elementary SchoJI 
- Cerveny Middle School ~ 
- Emerson Elementary Schobi 
_ Guest Middle School 

~ 
1 

- Hutchinson Elementary ~ 
• Murphy Middle School 
- Vetal Elementary School ,i 

- Winship Elementary Schoo? 

ACE School Districts and Schools 

Fennville Public Schools 

(Allegan) 

- Anna Michen Elem. School 

• Fennville Middle School 


'"Ferndale School District 

. - Ferndale High Schab'! 


Fitzgerald Public Schoob 

(Warren) '" 


Mound Elementary S~hool 
- Schofield Elementary!School . c 
- Westview ElementarY'~chool 


Flat Ro.ck Community School. v 

• 	 Ethel Bobcean Elem~ntary 


School :'" 

Flini Community Schools 


- Carpenter Road Elementary 
School 
Scott Elementary School 

. - Williams Elementary School 
Flint-Beecher Community School 


District 

- Dailey Elementary Sc~ool 


- Summit Middle Schdf£! 

- Dolan Middle Schod.I" 


Grand Rapids Public SchO,ols
j 

- Coit Elementary School 

- Jefferson Elementary School 


'"Hamtramack Public Schools 

*Highland Park Public Schools 


- Cortland Elementary School 

- Ford Middle School 


Jackson Public Schools 

- Allen Elementary School 

- Parks ide Elementary '§chool 

- Wilson Elementary School 


*Kalamazoo Public Schoo!s 

- H~lIside Middle ~choRl '. 

-	 Lmcoln Internatwna!IfStudle.v 

Scho'ol " i,:( 
Lansing Public Schools 

'. Allen Elemeluary School 
- Grand River Elemeniary School 
- Northwestern Elementary School 

Leslie Public Schools 

-, Woodworh Elementary School 


Madison School District (Adrian) 

- Madison Elementary' School 


Michigan Center Public Schools 

(Jackson) ,',' , 


Arnold Elementary $C;~ool 

- Keicher Elementary $phool 


!fi 

L 

: 1 ~ 

4 

Monroe Public Schools 
- Custer Elementary School 

Morrice Area Schools (Shiawassee) 
- Morrice Elementary School 

"'Mt. Clemens Community Schools 
*Mt. Pleasant Public Schools 
Muskegon Public Schools 

Me Laughlin Elementary 
School 

- Nelson Elementary School 
Muskegon Heights Public Schools 

• 	 Muskegon Heights Middle 
School 

- ',Muskegon Heights High 
School 

Napoleon Community Schools 
(Jackson) 
~ Eby Elementary School' 

New Haven Community Schools 
- New Haven Middle School 

Northwest School District (Jackscm) 
- Northwest Elementary School 
- Parnall Elementary School 

Olivet Community Schools 
- Fern Persons Elementary 

School 
- Olivet Middle School 

Pontiac Public Schools 
Saginaw' City School District 

-	 Coulter Elementary School 
• Heav.enrich Elementary School 
- Houghton Elementary School 
- Rouse Elementary School 
• 	 Longstreet Elenumtary School 

*Saugatuck Public Schools 
(Allegan) 
• 	 Dougl(lS Elementary 
• 	 Saugatuck Junior/Senior High 

School 
Saginaw-Buena Vista Sclwol District 

• Claytor Elementary School 
- Ricker Middle School 

*Taylor Public Schools 
Waterford School District 

- Riverside Elementary 
Wayne- Westland Community Sclwols 

- Elliott Elementary School 

... Interested or in process of 
implementing tutorial program 
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Engler to Pre~ident: Welcome 'to the Education State 

Michigan to B~ First State to Assess Students on International Basis 


Governor Praises Michigan Math Teachers and Students for High Scores 


Governor John Engler today flew back to Michigan on Air Force One with 
~ . , l ' • 

, , " ' I" I 

President Clinton. In {he CapitoL the two leaders addressed a joint session- of the" . 

Michigan House and S1enate. It was only the second time in Michigan history that a 

sitting president has addressed the Michigan Legi~i~ture. 
"Mr. President,"; said Englcr, "welcome to the Education State. Michigan. has a 

passion for excellence 'Ill education." " 

Bipartisan Cooperation in Education . 

"Your visit is a ~ignificant event, because weare focused 01'1 a significant 

challenge -- improvin~ the education of all OUf children. No challenge confronting our 
, 

state and nation is moi~c urgent. 

uWhere mir chi1,:~ren are con.cerned, our sea:r,ch is not for a strictly Republican 

solution or a strictly ~emocratic solution, but an ~merican solution -- a solution that 

unites rich and poor, parents and teachers, principals and employers," Engler said. 

The Governor stressed that in recent talk,S with Pr~sident Clinton and U.S.. 
;j ,r , " 

Education SecT(?,tary Richard Riley there was much"common growld between the 
, 

Engler administration iand the White Hous~ regarding education. 

"On a host of critically important issues -- ranging from more choice for our 

families, to greater disFipline ill. the classroom, to the need to benchmark student 
" 

achievemcnt to the bcs,t in the world -~ the President and J are singing from the same 

song-sheet," Engler sil{d. 

(more) 
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Michiga.n First to Measure Students 011 International Basis 

Engler emphasited th(i~ m::ed to test students' mastery of basic academic skills: 
"nI strongly support the President's proposal to make national and international 

reading and math testsC available to the states. :," 

"This inorning 1; am pleased to alln~unce that Michigan accepts your challenge. 
~ ~. 

We wilt be the first state in the nation to measure student achievement against the rest 
:, 

of the wQrld. -1 pledge to workwith you to make y~'ur proposal a reality he~'e in , " " 

Michigan, beginning with the 1998 schoo] year," the Governor said. 


Engler Praises Michigan Math Teachers, Students 

, I 

Engler also sttessed the improvements Michigan students have made. 
, 

"Just last week, ;Education Secretary Riley announced that, over the past six years, 
, ' ) 

Michigan 8th-grade n~ath scores have shown the second great'est improvement in the 
1. ,t', 

nation. 

"This is a tremendous achievement •• not on~iy for our students, but elIsa for the 
. I ~ 

teachers who prepared: them. So to Michigan's math teachers, J say thank you for a job 

well done!" Engler said. 
:1 
\ Welfare and Education 
; 

The Governor a\so stressed the relationship betwee11 welfare and education. He 

pointed out that statesilike Michigan are making state-based refonns work. . 

"We thank you,1Mr. President, for the opporturtitibs you have given familie's by . 

signing that landmark~ legislation. 

"Michigan's welfare reforms are working. \Y,elfare caseloads have decreased 34 
1 ' 

.. consecutive months, a~d the nuq)ber of recipients· \8 at its lowest since September of 

1971. " . i 

"These are greaf numbers, but the larger point is this: When our schools do an 


even better job, there y;ill be even fewer families needing welfare," Engler said. 


! 
f 

# # #
, 

! . 
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Governor John Engler; 
Education Address on Jhe Occ.asion of President Clinton's Visit 
Lansing, State Capitol 
Thursday, March 6, 19~)7 

:i 
i, 

:" A Passion for Excellence in Education" 
I, 

Thank 
. 

you, Mr. ,iSpE::aker. Mr. Presidc.mt, welcome to Michigan! 

Mr. President Governor 13insfeld, Mr. Chief Justice, members of the House 
and SE:nate, m.embers of Congress, Governor Milliken, Governor Blanchard, ladj(;~s 
and gentlemen: ' . 

~ p , 

This day is historiC. The only other time a sitting president addressed a joint 
session of the Michigah Legislilture was 90 years ago, when Theodore Roosevelt 
came to town. Attorney General Frank Kelley tells:,ine it was guite an occasion! 

. . i . 

Governor l;red ,Narner, then serving his second of three terms, introduced 
President Roosevelt, who began by commenting on how dl.:~~:ply touched he was by 
the warm Michigan w~1cornc.:!. Mr. President, I hope you are equally touched by th(i: 
warm.th of your welcome. 

, •. 1 

Your visit is a signific.mt event, because we are focllsed on a significant 
challenge -- improving the education of all our children. No challenge confronting 
our state and nation is; more urgent. Where. our chHdren arc concerned, our search 
is not for a strictly Republican solution or a strictlYiDemocratic solution, but an 
American solution -- ai: solution that unites rich and poor, parents and teachers, 
principals and employers. Mr.. President, you said.~s much when you rightly 
insisted that "politics inust stop ,It the schoolhous~:~door.1I 

Tn thZlt spirit, yciu ,lnd 1 have had extremclyproductive talks about education 
reform, ,md it turns o~t we share much common ground. In your recent State of 
the Union rnessage, YO'll said: "Every state should give parents the power to choose 
the right public school; for their chiJdren. Their Tig}:tt to choose will foster 
competition and innovation that can mak~ public schools better." 

Mr. President, we agree. Here in Michigan, our stat<:~ law allows parents to 
sE::nd their children to $ChooJ8 rcgi)rdJess of where they live. And our charter public 
schools have become another means of fostering innovation and choice. In just 
thrc(! years, 77 of thcsc.~ pubHc schools have opened their doors, the third largest 
number in the nation, ~and they ,enroll some 12,OOO:!Mich~ga1\ children, Our Great .. 

" ~. iJJ 
1 

:' ~" 

. ~\ 

Clinton in Lansing' L 1 

,l 

http:schoolhous~:~door.1I
http:signific.mt
http:Presidc.mt
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Lakes StatE:~ will do its pm:t to help meet your goal of establishing 3,000 of these new 
schools by the turn of the century. . 

Mr. President, ~'(: also agree with 'your call to restore disCipline and order in 
the classroom. Our state has the nation's toughest·)aw when it comes to protecting 
students from classmates who bring weapons to scfjool, and this session we will pass 
a law tht'lt protects every teacher from violence in the classroom. .. ~ 

.I 

Another area oficommon concern, Mr. President, is the need to test our 

students' mastery of ba'sic acad~mic skills. As I'ye indicatpd to you, J strongly 


~'. :support your proposal to make national and international reading and math tests' 
available to the stat(i~S. :. Your initiative builds on work begun at last year's Natiol1tl 1 
Education Summit, and chal1enges every state to benchm<:ll'k itself -against the best in 
the world. This mornirg T ,)Tn pleased to announce that Michigan accepts your 
challenge. We will beJthe first state in the nation to measure student achievement 
against: the rest of the world. ] ph:~dge to work with you to make your proposal a 
reality here in Michigah, b(;~glnning with the 1998 schoo] year. 

b ' , 

\ 

The timing of y(:~ur proposal could n.ot have'Decn better. Just last wc~k, 
Education Secretary Rkhard Riley announced that,bver the past six. years, Michigan 
8th-grtlde math scores have shown. the second greatest improvement. in. t.he n.ation. 
In singling Michigan oht, Secretary Riley praised our 12-point jump in scores c:lS a 
tremendous achievement. 1t i!> a tremendous achievement indeed -- ilot only for 
our students, but also for the teachers who prepared them. So to Michigan's math 
teachers, I say thartk you for a job well done! 

[Last weE:!k Secrdtary Riley also said, "If you look at the states that are on the 
way up -- states Jikl:~ .. ~. Michigan ~~ these are the states that have gotten excited about 
education, the)t have done the hard work of rais.in~fstandp.rds. Action leads to _. 
results. fI ~ - •. , . 

'::r . " 

Mr. President, il~ Michigan we are excited. vYe have taken action. And our 

actions,our reforrils, hc:lve led to results. We've be~n a national leader in 

dev(:~loping nssessmenf; tests, and getting the rcsult~ out to the public. We annually 

publish tE:!st T(;$ults, school.building by school·builcFng. Any citizen can access our 

public education rep()]\t on the Internet. Now with'you! initiative, our citizens can 

know how Michigan c~ildren are doing, not just compared to other states, but 

compared to the world.] . 


Now Mr. President, another bit of good news, especially Jor you: One of the 
:rv1ichigan districts sho-(-ving terrific improvement 0iver the past few years is the 
Clint.o1'ldale district! of j; 

Clinton in Lansjng f+2 

I ' 
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I ,~ 

'. [In Michigan, w~ have a passion for cxceIIeri~e in education. We kIlow, Mr. 
President, that you. recpgnizc OUf achievements, which is one of the reasons you {He 
here., But we also know that this is no time to rest'ol1 our laurels. Our state and 
nation still lag in key i!lternationaJ comparisons,aJd that just won't do. As 

. Secretary Riley pu tit:; . 

"The United Stajtes has no business being below average or thinking that 
being average is accepfable when it comes to giving all of our children a world-class 

. education. OUT economy -- the most productivein the world :-- is creating llc.::W jobs 
every day, and many 9f these high-tech jobs demand a higher level of math skills."] 

t: . ., 
. One final pOint.,; President Clinton; you have bcen(;~xhoTting governors and 

state It~gislators to maKe the most of the welfare reform law that transfers authority 
out of Washington to the states. Michigan is. Wet.hank you, Mr. President, for the 
opportunities you have given families by sjgnjng~.hat landmark legislation. 
Michigan's w(dfare ref()rms are working. Each mOI)th brings reports of more and 
more families declaring their independence, Significantly, welfare caseloads have 
decreased 34 consecu tive months, and the number of recipients is at its lo",{est sin.ce 
September of 197J .. These are .great numbers, but the larger point is: When our 
schools do an even be~;ter job, there will be even fewer families needing welfare. 

My frjt:~ndSI when President Roosevelt came to town in 1907, it was in many 
ways a different world} The President arrived by train. He came up Michigan 
Avenue in a proc(;~ssjo~ of eight carriages. And spectators were using a new·fangled 
device -- the Kodak C<.lmera. !'!; 

But some thingsihaven't changed over thes~~past 90 years -- like parents . 
loving their children (l~..d hoping for a better future). Thenl as now, public education 
played a central role ill preparing children for that~!uture. President Roosevelt 
sun1med it up this way: I;' 

) 

"It is out of the question for our people as a whole p(,~rmanently to rise by 
treading down any of ~heir own number. The free pubJic schooll the chance for each 
boy or girl to get a good elementary education, lies at the foundation of our whole 
political situation." ~ 

r 
Mr. President, t~ank you ,for coming to Michigan of· the Education S!ate. 

# # # 

Clinton in Lansing - 3 
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Engler to Pre~ident: Welcome to the Education State 

Michigan to B~ First State to Assess Students on International Basis 


Governor Praises Michigan Math Teachers and Students for High Scores 


Governor John Engler today flew back to Mi,chigan on Air Force One with 


President Cli~ton. In the CapH<.;l, the two leade~s addres~ed it joint se'ssion' of the" , 

. . 

Michigan House and Senate. It was only the seconc.i time in Michigan history that a 

sitting president has addressed the Michigan Legjsl~ture. 
"Mr. President,": said Englcr, "welcome to the Education State. Michigan has a 

passion for excellence in education." 

Bjpartisan Cooperation in Education 

"Your visit is a ~ignificant event, because we are focLlsed on a significant . 

. challenge --' improvhi.g the educati.on of all our children. No challenge confronting our 
~ 

state al\d nation is mOl'c urgcnt. 

"Where our· children are concerned, our sear~h is not for a strictly Republican 

. solution or a strictly Democratic solution, but an A~erican solution -- a solution that 
~ ~... . 

unites rich and POOT, parents and teachers, prjncipa~s and employers," Engler said, 
, . . 

, The Governor stressed tll~t in recent talk,S with Pr~sjdent Clinton and U.S. ' 
. '" ,. 

Education Secretary Rtchard Riley there was much common ground betw:~en the 
, 

Engler administration :and the White House regarding education. 

liOn a host of critically important issues -- ranging from more choice for our 


families, to greater discipline in the classroom, to the need to benchmark student 


achievement to the best in the wor1d -- the President and I are singing from the same 


song-sheet," Engler said. 


(more) 

http:educati.on
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Michigan First to Measure Students 011 International Basis 

Engler emphasized th(! m:ed to test students' mastery of basic academic ski11s; 

flI strongly support the President's proposal to make national and intcI'national 

reading and math tests available to the states. 

/lTIlis morning 1 am pleased to announce that Michigan accepts your challcng~!.. 

We wil1 be the first state in the nation to measure student achievement against the rest 

of the world. ·1 plcdgeto work-with you to make your proposal a reality heFc in ... 

Michigan, beginning with the 1998 school year," the Governor said. 

Engler Praises Michigan Math Teachers, Students 
. I .. 

Engler also stressed the improvements Michigan students have made. 
, 

"Just last week, Education Secretary Riley announced that/ over the past six years, 

Michigan 8th-grade n~ath scores have shown the' second greatest improvement in tlte 

nation. 

"This is a tremendous achievement •• not only for our students, but also fol' the 
, ~ 

teachers who prepared' them. So to Michigan's math teachersJI say thank you for a job 

well done!" Engler said. 

Welfare and Education 

The Govenlor also stres~ed the relationship between welfare and education. He 

pointed out that statesJike Michigan are making state-based reforms work. 

. "We thank youJ1Mr. President, for the opportunitibs you have given famiUe; by . 

signing that landmark legislation. 

"Mkhigan's welfare reforms are working. yYelfare caseloads have decreased 34 
'-.: "1. 

consecutive months, ~d the number of recipients is at its lowest since September of . 

1971. 

"These are great numbers, but the larger point is this: When our schools do an 

even better job, there will be even fewer families needing welfare,"Engler said. 
~ . 

: # # # 
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GovernorJohn Engler' 

Education Address on the Occasion of President Clinton's Visit 

Lallsing, State Capitol. 

Thursday, March 6, 1997 


1/A Passion for Excellence in Educationn 
.' 

TIlank you, Mr",Speaker. Mr. Prcsident, weJcome to Michigan! 

Mr. President, Governor Binsfeld, Mr. Chief Justicc, membel's of the House 
and SE~nate, members of Congrcss, Governor Millikeil, Governor Blanchard, ladi(:~s 
and gentlemen: . 

This day is historic. the only other time a sitting president addressed a jOint 
session of the Michigah Legislature was 90 years ago, when Theodore Roosevelt 
came to town. Attorney General Frank Kelley tells"lne it was quite aIi occasion! 

.; 

Govcrnor Fred Warner, then serving his second of three terms, introduced 
Prcsidcl1t Roosevelt, \vIlo began by commenting on how de(~ply touched he was by 
the warm Michigan welcome. Mr. Presidcnt, I hope you are equally touched by the 
warmth of your we1come. . 

, , I 

. Your visit is a significant event, because we are focllsed on a Significant 
challenge -- improving the education of all our. children. No challenge confronting 
our state and 'nation is, more urgent. Where. our children arc concerned, our search 
is not for a strictly Republican soluti<,m or a strictly, Democratic sohition, but an 
Amcrican solution -- a·solution that unites rich and poor, parents and tcachers, 
principals and employers. Mr. President, you said~s much when you rightly 
insisted tha't "politics JTIust stop ilt the schoolhousc',door." 

Tn that spirit, yciu and I have had extremely productive talks about education 
reform, and it turns Qut we share much common ground. In your recent State of 
the Union message, you said: "Every state should give parents the power to choose 
the right public school. for their chHdren. Their right to choose will foster 
competition and innovation that can make public schools ~etter." 

Mr. President, we agree. Here in Michigan, our statc;~ law allows parcnts to 
send their children to $chools regardless of where .they live. And our charter public 
schools h.ave becomean()ther l11eans of fostering fnnovation and choice. In just 
three years, 77 of thest~ public schooJs have opened their doors, the third largest. 
number in th~ nation,and they ,enroll some 12/000:Mich~gal\ children. Our Great. 

Clinton in Lansing ~~ 1 
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Lakes StatE:~ will do its part to help meet your goal of establishing 3,000 of these new 
schools by the turn of the century. . 

Mr. President, we also agree with your call to restore discipline and order in. 
the classroom. Our state has the nation's toughest:Jaw when it comes to protecting. 
students from classmates who bring weapons to school, imd this session we will pass 
a law that protects every teacher from violence in the classroom. . 

'.. t, 

Another area ofcommon concern, Mr. President, is the need to test. our 
students' mas~ery of b"sic acadel;nic skills. As I've indicatpd to you, J strongly 
supp(')rt your proposal to make national and international reading and math tests 
available to the states. Your initiative builds on work begun at last year's National 
Rducatioll Summit, and chal1enges every state to benchmark jtselfagainstthe best in 
. the world. This morniTlg r am pJeasedto announce that Michigan accepts your 
challenge. We wi1l be!the first state in the nation to measure student achievement 
against the rest of the world. ] pledge to work with you to m.ake your proposal a 
reality here in Michigan, b(:~gjnning with the 1998 school year. 

~ . 

The timing of y<:)ur proposal could not have\bccn better. Just last week, 
Ed11cation Secretary Rkhard Riley announced that, Over the past six years, Michigan 
8th-grade math scores have shown. the second greatest improvement in the nation. 
In singling Michigan out, Secretary Riley praised our 12-point jump -in scores as ~ 
tremendous achjevern(,:~nt. 1t is a tremendous achievement indeed .- not only for 
our students, but also for the teachers who prepared them. So to Michigan's math 
teachers, I say thank you for a job well done! . 

[Last weE~k Secretary Riley also said, "If you look at the states that are on the 
way up .- states lik(:~ .. '. Michigan •• these are the states that have gotten excited about 
education, tn"lt have done the hard work of rais~ngstand~rds. Action leads to 
results." . . ,. , 

Mr. President, il1 Michigan we are excited. We have taken action. And our 
actions,oiu reforms, have led to results. We've been a national leader in . 
developing assessment tests, and getting the result~ out to the public. We annually 
publish test results, school-building by school-building. Any citizen can access our 
pubJic education rep<)tt on the Internet. Now with your initiative, our citizens .can 
know how Michigan children are dOing, liot juSt compared to other states, but . 
compared to the world.] 

Now Mr. President, another bit of good news, especially for you: Ol'\e of the 
Michigan districts showing terrific improvement over the past few years is the 
Clintondale district! . . . 

Clinton in Lansing:';- 2 
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[In Michigan, we have a passion for excelIence in education. We know, Mr. 
President, that you recpgnizc our achievements, which IS one of the reasonR you are 
here.. But we .a]50 know that this is no time to rest on our laurels. Our state and 
nation still lag in key i,nternationa] comparisons, arid that just won't do. As 
Secretary Riley put it: . . 

"The United StCl!tes has no business being below average or thinking that 
being average is acceptable when it comes to givlllg all of our children a world-class 
education. Our economy -- the most productive in the world -- is creating new jobs 
every day, and many qf these high-tech jobs demand a higher level of math skills."] 

One final point.·: President Clinton, you have beenc;~xhortjng governors and 
state legislators to make the most of the welfare reform law that h'ansfers authority 
oui: of Washington to the states. Michigan is. We thank you, Mr. President, for the 
opportunities you have given families by signing that landmark legislation.. 
Michigan's welfare reforms are workins. Each month brings reports of more and 
more farni1ies decJaring their jnd(:~pel1dence. Significantly, welfare caseloads have 
decreased 34 consecutive months, artdthenumber of recipients is at its lo\yest since 
September of 1971; . These are . great numbers, but the larger point js: When our 
schools do an even better job, there will be even fewer families needing welfare. 

My friends, when President Roosevelt came to town in 1907, it was in many 
ways a different world~ The President arrived by train. He came up Mic~igan . 
Avenue in a processioi) of eight carriages. And spectators were using a newrfangled 
device -- the Kodak camera. ".. 

But some thingslhavcn't changed over these past 90 years --likeparents 
lovins·fheir children ahd hoping for a better future~ Then, as now, pubJic education 
played a central role iIi. preparing children for that1uture. President Roosevelt 
summed it up this way: . 

"It is out of the question for our people as a whole permanently to rise by . 
treading down any of {heir own number. The free public school, the chance for each 
boy or girl to get a good elementary education, lies at the foundation of our whole. 
poBtical situation." , 

Mr. President, thank you ,for coming to Michigan ...- the Education S!ate. 

Clinton in Lansing - 3 
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Our Families, Our Future 
By 


John Eng/er 

Governor ofthe ­

State ofMichigan 


Majority Leader Posthumus,Speaker Hertel, colleagues in government, citizens ofMichigan: 

I stand here tonight at the midpoint ofmy term, proud ofwhat we have accomplished, 'optimistic about 
what we will do together. .. ­

I am proud to report to the people ofMichigan that interms ofreform and results, the last legislative 
session is unmatched in state history. ­

Thus, the state ofour state is better than ever. 

For it has been a quarter century since welfare was needed by so few ... a quarter century since the rate 
ofviolent crime was down so far ... and a quarter century since unemployment was so low. 

,­

My friends, America knows that Michigan is back as a state ofbasic values, big ideas, and bold 
leadership. ' 

State after state is copying Michigan -- reforming school funding, reorganizing government and reducing 
taxes. 

We have strengthened Michigan's foundation -- now, our greatest. challenge is to secure Michigan's future 
for our families. 

Securing our future means making sure that our children have every chance to be safe, smart and-
successful. - . ­

Over the past six years, we have taken many steps that are making a difference for Michigan's families. 

-We are on the right course. . 
We will not turn back. 
We must forge ahead. 

We must forge ahead so every child can attend a high quality school ... so every child is protected from 
violence and abuse ... so every worker has the skills to compete and succeed , .. so every family is safe 
in their homes and neighborhoods ... and so every generation-to come-is assured a Michigan as beautiful 
and bountiful as the Michigan we enjoy today .. 

Our families, our future --let those words be our inspiration as we work together --today; tomorrow, 

forever. 


I of 16 02126197 12:37:15 

http://www.migov.siate.mi.uslspeecheslsosl997.hlml


http://www.migov.state.mi.uslspeecheslsosI997.html http://www.migov.state.mi.uslspeecheslsosI997.html 

IMPROVING OUR SCHOOLS 

My fellow citizens, nothing is more important to the future offamilies than the quality of our children's 
education. 

Education is the ladder from poverty to prosperity. Education makes equal opportunity possible. 
Education is the key to the American dream. And it is the lack of education, or poor quality education,: 
that too often makes welfare and prisons necessary. 

Let me tell you where Michigan stands when it comes to public education. 

We know firsthand that some of our public schools and many ofour teachers are the very best in the 
world. 

But we also know that too many schools are failing our children and that some teachers feel ihiealened in . 
their own chissrooms. 

We know that Michigan students score above average on national tests. 
. . 

But we also know that we can do better and our children deserve better. 

We know that parental involvement is the key to student success. 

But we also know that too many parents feel shut out and ignored. In particular, less than one-thir,d of 
African-American families give their local schools high marks. 

We know that Michigan spends SII billion a year on public education, that spending on our schools has 
quadrupled over the past 20 years and that we are more generous with our schools than 42 other states. 

But we also know that money alone does not raise student performance. 

We know that Proposal A has dramatically increased equity in.school funding, and that next year, for the 
first time, every school district will receive more than S5,OOOIJer pupil. . 

. . 

But we also know that the performance gap between urban and non-urban districts is intolerable. 

In addition to knowing where Michigan stands, it is important for you to know where I stand as . 

governor. I am for public ed~cation. 


Being for public education has meant increasing funding for public· schools 25 percent in just. five years. 

Being for public education means that in the 1998 general fund budget I will send you next week, school 
spending, for the first time, will amount to more than everything else combined -- more than prisons, 
police, agriculture, courts -- everything else' combined. . . . . 

Being for public education means giving our 1.6 million students and their parents and teachers more 
quality school choices .. Today, with 77 charter public schools and more than two hundred school districts 
participating in our landmark school choice program, Michigan is a national leader. 
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I am pleased to announce that the National Conference on Quality in Education has accepted my 
invitation to come to Dearborn this November. As a result. Michigan will have a chance to show America 
what we're doing and learn lessons from our sister states. ' 

Being for public education means backing President Clinton's call for more charter schools. Last week, 
'the President announced the, doubling offederal support for charter schools. 

I propose that Michigan be the first state to take advantage ofthis national public school initiative. 
Further, I invite members of the president's own party in this legislature to join us as partners in opening 
the doors to more charter public schools. Let's work together I 

Being for public education means holding all ofour schools accountable -- accountable to parents, to 
employers and to taxpayers. 

Being for public education means insisting on high standards and rigorous tests to measure our .progress. 

Being for public education means empowering teachers, defending local control and disclosing to parents 
how their schools measure up -- with other area schools, with schools statewide, nationwide, worldWide.' 

. . 

Being for public education means making sure that every school, every classroom, every teacher, every 
student is safe. 

Being for public education means keeping education our top priority I 

One key to quality education is quality teachers. Proud, passionate -- these professional men and women 
are making a difference in the lives ofstudents every day. That's why I was outraged to read in the 
Detroit News that in one high school this year nine teachers have been assaulted. 

When teachers are attacked in their own classrooms, academic performance is also a casualty. I may be 
old fashioned, but it seems to me, if a student lays a hand on a teacher, that student is gone. 

If a basketball player pushes a referee, that player is o:ut of the game. Ifa student assaults a teacher, that 
student should be out ofthe school. 

We've already taken a successful step forward by expelling students who bring weapons to s'chool. As a 
result, we're moving bad kids out ofclass and helping good kids move to the head of the class. 

Now it's time for the next step. I am proposing the immediate expulsion ofany student who assaults a 
teacher. . 

This legislation will be sponsored by Senator Leon Stille and Representative Jessie Dalman and will'also" 
protect bus drivers, security personnel and all other school employees as well.; . 

Let's.do the right thing. Let's stand up for out teachers and kids who play by the niles. Let's pass this bill 
in 30 days. ' ' 

Further; I invite the leadership of the Michigan Federation ofTeachers and the MichiganEducation 
Association to join with us in developing and passing this legislation. 
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I have just stressed the importance of protecting teachers frOIl1 bad kids who disrupt their classrooms, but 
what should we do when the school is bad? ' 

For too long, the reaction has been: "It's somebody else's school. It's somebody else's problem." 

It may be somebody else's school but it is our problem. 

IfI told you that 99 percent of the 11th-graders in one southwest Michigan school district failed their 
state proficiency test in science and that 95 percent ofthe 11th-graders in our largest school district failed 
their science test, you would say: "That's an outrage -- something must be done." 

I agree. We must act to help the children in Benton Harbor, in Detroit and in other failing school districts. 

Last week, Detroit School Board member Dr. Margaret Betts said, "We need help. We're'educatiilg some' 
kids, but we're losing too many." She's right. It's time we stand shoulder to shoulder to'help these kids. 

My friends, how in good conscience can we look the other way when thousands of children trapped in 
failing public schools have no other choice and no other chance? ' , I , 

Already; the state can hold school districts accountable when they fail to meet strict financial standards. 
However, nothing happens when school districts fail year after year to meet even minimal performance' 
standards. 

To me, a system ofaccountability thai focuses o'nly on dollars and cents makes no sense and shortchanges 
our children. We have no choice. We 

, 
must change the system!

, 

So to' help our children, I propose the School District Accountability Act to be sponsored by one of 
Michigan's most able advocates for school reform and a public school parent himself -:-- ,Senator Dan 
DeGrow. ' 

This new Accountability Act would allowstate intervention in any school district if either of theJollowing 
minimal standards is not met: ' 

o first, when more than 80 percent ofthe studerits fail the state proficiency test; 

o second, when the dropout rate is higher than 25 percent. ' 

In addition, I support authorizing the State Board ofEducation to establish other criteria that would 
allow for state intervention. ' ' 

I realize that some will recoil at the thought of state intervention. They will argue that local control means 
they should be in charge. " , , 

As I said earlier, "I defend local control, but I cannot defend failure. The standards that will trigger state' 
intervention -- 80 percent failing or 25 percent dropping out -- are proof that something is seriously 
wrong and we cannot sit by and ignore the 'problems in the name oflocal control. 
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No one -~ no one in this room, no one in this state -- can stand up and defend 'a school district that fails 
80 percent ofour kids. " , 

Make no mistake about it -- I will not, and this legislature should not, tum away from children in need. 
We must act to put th~ children first and fix their schools. ' 

All ofus took an oath to uphold Michigan's Constitution which says, "... schools and the means of 
education shall forever be en:couraged.", ' , 

, • >,.' 

Let's stand by that oath and do :what it takes to educate our children. 
• <, , 

REFORMING WELFARE AND 

PROTECTING CHILDREN 


Ladies and gentlemen, we are doing what it takes to break the cycle ofdependency; As families go to' 
work and incomes rise, welfare reform in Michigan continues to be a national modeL The key to our 
success has been a requirement that all familie~ work, and that policy will continue. 

Welfare caseloads have dropped by more than one~quarter over the,last three years. In Project Zero test 
areas, the number offamilies without income from employment dropped by more than one-quarter in just' ' 
three months! Now, more than half ofall Project Zero participants are working and earning a paycheck. 

For Family Independence Agency social workers like Ann Hunt, who are now making housecalls to-work 
with their clients, Satisfaction from beating paperwork'deadlines is b'eing replaced by satisfaction at seeing, 
families achieve success. ' 

Tonight, I propose we bQild on tHe success ofProject Zero -- our full employment initiative which I 
announced last year. We will double this program and continue to move social workers into the 
community and welfare recipients into the workforce. ' 

We reform welfare not just because it gives parents a helping hand to independence but because it gives 
children a helping hand to a better future. 

Children -- their health, safety, education and quality oflife -- have been our priority from day one. I am 
proud ofour accomplishments:. ' 

0, the number ofadoptions ,..- doubled; 
o the number ofabortions -- down; 
o more than 100,000 welfare families -- independent; 
o teen pregnancy -,..down; , 
o infant mortality --at a record low; 


,0 immunization rate -- up dramatically; 

o health insurance for kids -- top ten in the nation; 


- 0 welfare families working -- more than 30 percent statewide; and, 

o number ofchild deaths -- down by2S percent. 

These accomplishments are making a difference in the lives ofmany Michigan families and improving the 
, prospects for many Michigan children. ' 
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While fewer children are threatened by poverty aild illness, unfortunately, too many children are 
threatened by adults, sometimes their own parents. 

There is no excuse for child abuse. Every chil~ deserves a chance at childhood. 

No one in Michigan has worked harder for reform than our Lt. Governor, Connie Binsfeld. 

Last year, Connie chaired a special Children's Commission to recommerid ways to make Michigan a . 

better place for children to live and to be loved. It is Connie's dream and mission for every child to find 

what she most· appropriately calls " aforever family. " . . 


Connie is not alone in caring for Michigan's children. There are hundreds ofcommitted caseworkers and 

thous~ds offoster and adoptive parents who want nothing more than for each child in their care to find 

and keep that forever family. Like the elderly couple who, since 1991, has found homes for 19 children, 

including four sets ofbrothers and sisters and two teenagers with special needs. . .' ., . ,,, : ..... 

While we have already begun to implement key recommendations of the report, tonight I am pleased to 
. announce even more progress: 

o 	First, we seek to change both state and·federal·laws to allow protectiveserviee workers access to 
information necessary to safeguard children from exposure to hazards like drug abuse or criminal. 
behavior. At the same time, the FIA director should also be given the authority to :release 
information to the public when it is in the best interest of the child. 

o 	Second, we will undertake a new, coordinated campaign to recruit adoptive families and to raise 
public awareness about the benefits ofadoption. 

o 	Third, to strengthen accountability, the state will publish an annual report card for each agency and . 
court, including each county FIA office regarding their performance in finding permanent homes 
for children. We will also continue to press all public and private agencies to shorten the time it 
takes to find permanent homes. 

o 	Fourth, to assure appropriate and consistent medical treatment, a medical passport, including 
. immunization records, will be developed and implemented for children in foster care. 

o 	 And finally, in cases where abuse ends the life ofa child, special review teams will investigate in 
order to prevent such tragedies from occurring in the future. 

Our children's agenda has saved lives. Now, more children will get a chance at childhood,' 

As we're working to save the lives ofchildren, medical research is telling us more about the basic building 
blocks oflife itself.' 	 . 

. 	 .' 

Scientists around the world, including top-notch researchers at the University ofMichigan, are creating. 
~ incredibly detailed map ofour genetic information. Already, the genetic bases for more than 4,000 . 
diseases have been identified, and new genes are being discovered at a rate oftwo per week. 

My friends, this research creates an unbelievably exciting potential to prevent, delay or minimize disease 
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that is absolutely unprecedented in human history. As the University ofMichigan's Dr. Francis Collins, 
one ofworld's leading genetic researchers, has said: . 

"This information carries the potential to do enormous good for people, in terms of reducing illness and 
suffering. Yet I am deeply concerned that this information can also be turned around to be. used against 
people." . . 

To safeguard that information and to develop a model state policy regarding the use ofgenetic 
information, I will soon appoint a Governor's Commission on Genetic Privacy and Progress to 
recommend ways to protect genetic privacy, prevent discrimination and maximize the beneficial uses of 
new medical knowledge. " . 

i· .t 

Ifwe are prepared to act now, we will not be forced to react in the future. 

CREATING JOBS AND TRAINING WORKERS 

One area where we have acted decisively is in revitalizing Michigan's economy and helping families 
provide for their children. 

Michigan's economic renaissance has proven that to create better jobs, raise take-home pay and 

strengthen families -- cut taxes, cut taxes, cUt taxes. 


To build on our record, tonight I am announcing tax cuts of S350 milliori over the next two years. 

The good news is you don't have to pass any bills. These taX cuts are already law and will be phased in 
this year and next. 

There's more good news: 

o 	21 tax cuts have already saved taxpayers more than S6.5 billion. 
o 	Sl.l billion is on deposit in our Rainy Day Fund. 
o 	The nation's only tax-free Renaissance Zones are up and running. . 
o 	Michigan has America's best record ofcreating manufacturing jobs. 
o 	Income growth in Michigan since 1990 has been the fastest in the entire nation -- up more than 25 

percent. . . 
o 	And unemployment is at the lowest level since 1969' -- when man first walked on the moon. 

Cutting taxes and controlling state spending have contributed to economic conditions that are the best in 
three decades. 

Since we began working together to launch our "Taxpayer's Agenda." more than 500,000 Michigan men 
and women have found .new jobs. . 

Take a look at Sunday's "Employment" section ofthe paper -- 24 pages ofopportunities. Infact, we have 
so many good jobs, we can't fill them fast enough. 
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. The University ofMichigan projects that the Big Three will hire well over 100,000 new workers right 
here in Michigan over the next five years. 

High-paying jobs like these are the backbone ofMichigan's economy -- bread and butter jobs for 
Michigan's families. These jobs range from work our grandparents might have done -- as carpenters, 
bricklayers and electricians -- to jobs our grandparents never imagined, involving computers, robots and 
~, . . . . 

TIME magazine called these jobs "gold collar" sin~ they can pay·aS much as $30 to $40 an hour. 

Interestingly, most of these gold collarjobs don't require a four-year college degree. What they do 

require is extensive training, especially work-based education. . 


In fact,· better than seven out often jobs in America today don't need a college degree. But 'more and " .', 

more high school graduates are attending college -- about two out ofthree do enroll in a college 

program. Only about halfeverearn a degree. . . 


For students who don't go to college or decide that college isn't right for them, there aren't enough 
.choices and opportunities. For too long, these yOlmg people -- who want a good job in a career that has a 
future -- have been forgotten and left be~nd. 

Tonight, I am taking two actions to insure they won't be forgotten anymore. 

First, an executive order based on the excellent work done by Representative Glenn Oxender to establish . 
a statewide framework for career preparation. 

Second, legislation to fund a career preparation system based on high standards with maximum local 
collaboration so the training fits the jobs. In addition, I will recommend a $30 million increase to reward 
schools that take up this challenge. 

A successful partnership that is paving the way is the Kent Advanced Mariufacturing Academy in Grand· 
Rapids. This school responds to the need for world-class employees in manufacturing by bringing 
together local employers and the community college in a program for high school students that integrates 

, academic and technical instruction with work-place training. 

Beyond the two concrete steps I just mentioned, we must also take a step forward in changing attitudes 
as well. First, the words ·"vocational education" must vanish from our vocabulary. Those words reflect·a 
system and a mindset that don't get the job done today and won't fit in the 21st century. Instead, we must 
focus on "career preparation"and teaching our children that success in a career means learning must 
never stop. 

Working together, employers and educators will develop regional career preparation plans and a 
curriculum that integrates academic and technical skills, including worksite learning and employment for 
graduates. . . 

It is no longer good enough for a high school to simply have a shop program or a career day. In this era . 
ofhigh tech and high skills, we· must create new options for all students, especially those who are not 
college bound. 
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t- Presidenl Clinton will come.to Lan-': 
.-! rig next week M pm of i\·natlor:!al 
N Imp!!lsl:o to ImPfove pubUc schools. 

. <'? Id rerorm welfare, ' 
..,.. Clinton will address ajointse!lSiQn D1 

_ ' • If! ,Legi.!!!aNre on Thur&day, ,White.' 
. 
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~. 'ouse spokesnuui"Joo lIiurcbliisi>ir+"earlliir-thiir M:i1l ttUilliifwoiilif be .. '~U::S"R M "Debbie sbit:Hm".,..'·····-:~t(ftowh lIS'plirt of'tltBt eff6rt:~'-r" ~'N"paJ"leIVin ViJl8Im.lalagreed: .~.• ,.. ' •.• '.,.•Clinlon'robl, 'dC' 
an dd. The time had not been set.. . coming. . • ep. ~, .. Hollister sald the White House caRed ' "It's interes1I£\1that the gtn-emor bas first president' ' . 
@:J "Thill is one, of severaJ similar trips Slle said she ta.lked on :r~esday with. '. . ' • '. h!~ 'l'bumday wremoon to.dfscuss tbe . ,beell promoling charter schools and t dd: 

'nere he'~ gOIng to addre&5 'he chat- . file president about .he ;'1SI. at II meet· presen~ hi!; edllcatio!l aglllldll amI' VISit He said he hopes II wJlllndude a, mlidMils in &c:fiOO]8, IInd.he presldent ~ ail r:ss • , ,!, 

mges of all levels of g0gemment in ' ing with other freshman members of ,the cballenge to the communlty and the limp al a local sdtool. , " It&! been doing tile same thIng, .. he' eg sa u,e 'J.l . ';', 
ddres.siJJg ed!lcation and welfare," Congress. . . . ' .. Iltate in tei'llls of reaching Gut to m~bt,., ,'''Ye're tr:I'1Dj! to work that out," ~aid '., sald, " .....0 lIel the two together, I thiilk, is 9() Vears:. .'! 

N turcb.lnson,sllId. "He's very JIItereste::l in COming and '.. ll2e the oommun1ty." SalOenDW Said. '. Hoillster. "Weve ~ot 8)Ot of filc.r:les to· r' a fir&llp lhls m'fIl," .,' , , 'Ill. ,SA . 
o . J ' .'. >.'. ­
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Clinton made education bJs tOp prior,!~llold him I thouflhl LanSing would 

ity in hi5 State of the Uni1m address last "H' .. t ted. be II; perfect piaoe, p!en !hI.!! Iiti~alive. 
month. Among other thinp-, he caned e s very In eres by Itle mavor and his blue ribbop (001· 
for nlitionaJ te&tlDg;expmslon of char- •n m ' n d missJon and II major commitment (0 
'tet' schools and a.e.rusade,fo~ literacy. I CO I g an st'hoo~," 8h~ said. . , 

He has also praised Mu:lhlgllll's ef- presenting his ~Earher this month. J,.ansi.ng. Mayor
forts in refol"lll.!ng Its wel1are S)'Stem. . .. . • David Hollister appointed Ii spedal

U.S. Rep, Deboie Slabeno'JW, D-I..an- educatl'o a'genda It . committee to klOk lilt!) Improving Lan-',
sinil' said she had imired Clinton 10 the ' . • n . .. " aing sCbools. City oIficlals had bean 
capttll! cl!¥ two wee~ ~oand le-mled' ) • . . ?/'Orkingto bring Vic:e President AI Gore 

.'. .... \:'.;~;,~! ' 

teD; ·bl1.t we've alsO"'~t some trollbilid'" . 

scl:Iools...... . . , '. ' .' 

'Holl:ister said it iJ encouraging to see' 
Clinton andGDV, John EniP.er alSo mak- ': 
lng eduCll;timlll tilp pIionty. . IIlSide . 

"FocuSlllgonhowto,mprovesc!J.oo!s .• ControverSY,'
13 a reladl.'ely new idea,'! said Hollister, IlOI hul1i . <1.: -, 
'''Thf:g is noljUlit an edualtlon issue; Ihls . IlIJ ,.;,,' 

. is II cormnunltj· asue," , " .presldenlln . '.::,.' 
Warlord Elementarv School Prind· , polls . • .,. -,.': 
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Compliance RfviCw of. the Michigan Department of Education 
" 

On April 15, 199'1, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) of the U.S. 
Department of Edhc~tion initiated ,il review of the Michigan , 
Department of Education (MDE) to determine MDE's compliance 'with 
Title VI of the }:ivil Rights Act of 1964 with respect to limited­
English proficient (LEIl) national origin minority st:u.dents. The 
review focused op a consistent pattern of not serving LEP 
students where small numbers of'students appeared in a district 
(less than 20, of' the same languagc grQup) or where ctudentc 
needed more than~ 3 years to advance to: all-English programs. 

" Preliminary es~iinates are that languagt=-assistance s,ervices are 
not being provided ,to more than 20,OOO'LEP students in MichigOon. 
To date, OCR has: conducted investigations in the cities of ' 
Dearborn, Detroit, Capac, Flint, Grand'Rapids, Troy, Southfield, 
Bloomfield Hills', West D1oornfield, BcrJtlcy,. HOozcl l?Oork, Royo.l 
Oak, Ferndale, B'irmingham and Farmington~ In each instance, OCR 
concluded that the district was in noncompliance with Title VI, 
in part, because! of Michigan Department of r::dtication policies and, 
~rocedures. I 

f 
OCR' ~ tllLE;;(..!L COl".I.t.:..cts with the Michigan Depal;'tment of Education 
included obtaini,ng data from MDE and interviewing MDE and local, 
district personn¢l. On June 7, 1995 OCR met with and advised MDE 
of OCR I S p:t'ellmlhcu:l' r .i.udlfl98 t.h.:..t MD~.;: was in lloncompl iance: with 
Title VI. On February 2, 1996, OCR issued a letter to Michigan's 
Department of Eaucation setting forth':OCR's preliminaiyfindings
and a p:n)pu:;i;'etl ::;:t:!L Lll:;l!ll!:mL et9.t'I:;l\:HneuL. By lcLt..~r daLed July 3, 
1996, the Michigan Attorney General's,bffice rejected'OCR's 
proposed agreemetlt and questioned MDE's legal obligation to 
ensure tha.t 1(,X;a.9,. tl.L::;L::.i.t.:1..:;:; ,l:)Lovlde LEE> ~Ludi;uL~ , 
nondiscriminatory educa't:.-ion services. MDE has resisted settlement 
because of a state constitutional requirement (the Headlee 

,Amendment) tnatthe state pay the en~ire costs ,of state 
programmatic initiatives not otherwise requ{red by Federal 
mandates. {Thai legal argument propo~ed by the Michigan AG 
parallels the st';Xte argument reJected:'by the seventh Circuit in 
Gomez v. Illinois Board of Education.} 

, I~·: 

,Un .i;"ebruary3, 1~97 OCR sent by fax a,:; letter to the Attorneyf 

General's Office,', explaining the basis; for MDE's responsibility 
under Title VI and attaching a revise~ Settlement Agreement.
Relying on case ilaw, the Title VI reguiations,' and the t:ermsot 
assurances MDE provides in return for Federal funds, the letter 
states'that MDEl.S responsible for exercising statewide 
leadership and supervision to ensure that sub-recipient school 
districts do not: discriminate against limited English proficient 
national origin ~inority students. ' 

OCR will schedul~ settlement negotiations with' the Attorney 

General's Office! shortly. We anticipate'the negotiations will 

tocus on Headlee'! issues and the St.at.e~:s Title Vi 

responsibilitiest " . 
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Continuing Progress Towar~ Raising Standards and Improving Reading and Math 

DRAFT March 6,1997 

MICHIGAN SECOND STATE TO ACCEPT CHALLENGE ON NATIONAL STANDARDS 
OF EXCELLENCE IN MATH AND SCIENCE. 

Last month, in his State of the Union address, President Clinton challenged states and school 
districts to participate in a new, voluntary national test for individual. students in fourth-grade 
reading and eighth-grade students mathematics to be administered beginning in the spring of 
1999. Today, Governor Engler will announce that Michigan intends to participate in the new 
national tests. This makes Michigan the second state, after Maryland, to make this commitment. 

FOCUSING FEDERAL RESOURCES ON HELPING STATES AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
IMPROVE MATH EDUCATION 

Today the President is directing the Department of Education and the National Science 
Foundation, working with other agencies, to develop an action strategy for using federal 
resources and involving the math, scientific, and technical communities in helping states and 
school districts prepare students to meet challenging standards in eighth grade math, as well as 
raise achievement in science. The action strategy, to be completed within 90 days, will include 
recommendations for the use of federal resources to help states, local school districts and schools 
to improve teaching, upgrade curriculum, integrate technology and high-quality ins~ructional 
materials into the classroom, as well as motivate students and help them understand how math 
concepts are applied in the real world. . 

TECHNOLOGY GRANT AWARDED TO MICHIGAN 

The President also announced today that the U.S. Department ofEducation is awarding Michigan 
$8.6 million under the President's Technology Literacy Challenge Fund. Under the award, funds 
will go to local schools to help teachers gain training in the use of technology; and also help fund 
software and hardware,' as well as Internet access, to help students connect with the information 
superhighway and learn to high standards. 

MORE COMMITMENTS TO AMERICA REAPS , 

. . 

In a sign of progress on his America Reads initiative, the President also announced today that 16 
colleges and universities in Michigan had committed more than 1500 work study students to serve 

. as reading tutors over the next 5 years. 



March 6, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE: 
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

SUBJECT: Preparing Students to Meet National Standards ofExcellence in Eighth Grade Math 
and Improving Math and Science Education 

Since the early 1980's, U.S. elementary and secondary school students have begun taking tougher 
courses, and we are starting to see the results. National Assessment ofEducational Progress 
scores have improved in math and science, with gains in mathematics equal to ,at least one grade 
level. On the SAT, average math scores are at their highest in 25 years, even as the number and 
diversity oftest~tak:ers have increased. However, the eighth-grade results of the 41-Nation Third 
International Math and Science Study (TIMSS), released this fall, show that the U.S. is below 
average in math and just above average in science. That isn't acceptable; in this technology~ril;h 
information era, our students need to perform much better in both subjects, but especially in math, 
if they are to excel at higher level math and science courses that are the gateway 'to college and to 
citizenship, productive employment, and lifelong learning, 

The first step in raising achievement is lifting expectations and setting high standards for what ' 
students should know and be able to do. TIMSS, our National Assessment ofEducational 
Progress, and the standards developed by the National Council ofTeachers ofMathematics give 
us a solid framework to build on. Last month, to help parents and teachers learn who needs help, 
what changes in teaching to make, and which schools need to improve, I asked the Secretary of 
Education to develop a voluntary national test for individual eighth-grade students based on 
widely-accepted, challenging national standards in mathematics. The national test will be 
available to states and local school districts to give to their students in the spring of 1999, and will 
measure whether students have reached a high level ofmathematics proficiency. 

The primary responsibility for achieving high standards rests with students, teachers, parents, and 
schools in local communities across America. However, it is imperative that we work to ensure 
that federal resources support student success as well. We must ensure that federal programs, 
research, and human resources are used as effectively as possible to help improve teaching and 
learning. 

Therefore, I direct the Department ofEducation and the National Science Foundation, together 
with other agencies identified in cooperation with the Office of Science and Technology Policy 
and the Domestic Policy Council, to develop an action strategy for using key federal resources to 
assist states and local school systems prepare students to meet challenging math standards in 
eighth grade, and for involving the mathematics, scientific, and technical communities in ·support 
of these efforts. . 



The action strategy should include recommendations for the use of federal resources to help 
states, local school districts and schools to improve teaching, upgrade curriculum, integrate 
technology and high-quality instructional materials into the classroom, as well as motivate 
students and help them understand how math concepts are applied in the real world. The strategy 
should identify significant federal programs, activities, and partnerships available to improve 
teaching and learning, ensure that thesere$ources are appropriately focused on helping students 
reach challenging math standards, and determine how these resources can best support state and 
local reforms.· In developing this strategy, the inter-agency group should review the current status 
of improvements -in math education, and identify and address critical areas of need, drawing on 
research and input from educators and professional organizations. 

Because teaching and learning in math and science are so integrally related, and because success 
in both subjects is vitally important in this information era, the working group should also review 
how federal resources and partnerships with other organizations can help improve student. 
achievement in science. . . 

The working group should make its recommendations and submit its action strategy to me within 
90 days. 

WILLIAM 1. CLINTON 

cc: ASSIST ANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR DOMESTIC POLICY 
ASSIST ANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF SCIENCE' 

. AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY· 



DRAFT -- March 5, 1997 

HOW THE ACTION STRATEGY WILL HELP IMPROVE MATH AND SCIENCE 

EDUCATION 


The working group led by the Department ofEducation and the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) will identify and recommend key strategies for coordinating federal resources to help states 
and school districts upgrade teaching and learning in math, as well as in science. For example, the 
working group could recommend ... 

Easy Access to Resources for Teaching to High Standards: 

• 	 An easy-access joint Department ofEducation -- NSF Internet site where teachers could 

go to get challenging, classroom-tested instructional units or materials that are linked to 

national standards. 


Spreading the Word on Best Practices: 

• 	 A strategy for producing and disseminating products (such as videos and CD-roms that 
compare classroom teaching approaches in the U.S., Germany and Japan) that states and 
local school systems could use to compare their instructional practices with those used in 
high-performing countries and outstanding di~tricts in the U. S . 

.Prep~ring Teachers for World-Class Teaching and Learning: ' 

• 	 A plan for using Department ofEducation and NSF programs to foster closer 
collaboration among school districts, colleges of education, and math and science faculties 
to incorporate the insights ofTIMSS and ensure that teachers graduating from pre-service 
programs are prepared to excel in real classrooms. 

Textbooks that Challenge Students to High Math Achievement: 

• 	 A privately-funded, nationwide competition for the development of a high-quality middle 
school math textbook that embodies the high standards of the national exam, 

A Public Service Campaign Linking Academic Performance With Work Success: 

• 	 A highly visible, nationwide public service campaign that would help parents and children 
understand the real-world importance ofbasic and advanced math and science skills for 
success in the 21st Century economy. 

Creating a New Partnership for Math and Science Learning 

• 	 A new partnership among federal agencies, laboratories, higher education, and 

community organizations to promote greater involvement of professionals with strong 




.. . 


math and science backgrounds in consulting with teachers to help students and parents 
understand the real-world applications ofwhat students are learning. 

Fostering Community Schools that Promote Math Excellence 

• 	 Develop principles for new community schools focusing on math instruction geared to 
high standards, with after-school, weekend and summer programs to enrich classroom 
learning, strong parental involvement, and ongoing opportunities for teachers to stay 
abreast ofthe latest developments in their field. 



PRESIDENT CLINTON ADDRESSES MICHIGAN STATE LEGISLATURE 

March 6, 1997 . 


Today. President Clinton travels to Lansing, Michigan to address a special session of the State 
Legislature.. In his remarks, the President will underscore the importance ofa bipartisan commitment to 
education. As in his address to the Maryland State Legislature, he will emphasize the need to adopt 
school standards and highlight steps taken in Michigan to reach that goal. The President will also 
.announce additional efforts at the federal level to coordinate improvement of math and science skills 

the program for toda.y is as follows: 

• Lt. Govemor Connie Binsfield calls the session to order. 

• Reverend Wendell Anthony ofFeUowship Chapel, Detroit, Ml gives the invoCation.· 

• Lt. Governor Binsfeld introduces House Speaker Curtis Hertel. 

• Speaker Hertel makes remarks and·introduces Governor John Engler. 

• Governor Engler makes remarks. 

• Speaker Hertel introduces the President. 

• The President makes remarks. 

The Michigan State Legi~lature 

. Michigan's legislature is currently divided 16 Democrats and 22 Republi~s in the Senate and 
58.pemocrats and 52 Republicans jn the House. Both chambers are up for election in 1998. For the 
fir~t time in Michigan's history, the Parliamentarians in both Houses (the Clerk of the House and the 
Se~retary ofthe Senate) are women. . . 

,~ .~ 

The current Capitol is Michigan's third, the first two b_eing lost to fire. Completed in 1878, the 
statehouse was instrumental in estabUshingthe domed capitol as a national symboL The decorative 
pai,nting ofthe Capitol'S walls and ceilings exemplifies some of the most notable Victorian art in the 
United States today. On October 9, 1992, the restoration of the Capitol was awarded a National 
Preservation Honor Award from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the. highest preservation 
award in the country. In t 996, the American Institute of Architects awarded the Capitol their highest 
honor, the Honor Award for Architecture. 

, '-, 

-30-30-30­



MICHIGAN SECOND STATE TO ACCEPT CHALLENGE ON NATIONAL 

STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE IN MATH AND SCIENCE. 


.. Last month, in his State of the Union address, President Clinton challenged states and 

school districts to participate in a new, voluntary national test for individual students in fourth­

grade reading and eighth-grade students mathematics to be administered beginning in the spring of 

1999. Today, Governor Engler will announce that Michigan intends to participate in the new 

national tests. This makes Michigan the second·state,·after Maryland, to make this commitment. 


FOCUSING FEDERAL RESOURCES ON HELPING STATES AND SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS IMPROVE MATH EDUCAnON 


Today the President is directing the Depanment ofEducation and the National Science 

Foundation, working with other agencies, to develop an action strategy for using federal 

resources and involving the math, scientific, and technical communities in helping states and 


. school districts prepare students to meet challenging standards in eighth grade math. as well as ... 
raise achievement in science. The action strategy, to be completed within 90 days~ will include 

,:. rec.ommendations for the use offederal resources to help states, local school districts and schools 
to improve teaching., upgrade curriculum, integrate technology and rugh:"quality instructional . 
;naterials into the classroom, as well as motivate students and help them understand how math 
concepts are applied in the real world. 

TECHNOLOGY GRANT AWARDED TOMICBIGAN 

The President also announced today that.the U.S. Department ofEducation is awarding 

Michigan $8.6 million under the President's Technology Literacy Challenge Fund. Under the 

award, funds will go to local schools to help teachers gain training in the use oftechnolo&y, and 

also help fund software and hardware, as well as Internet access, to help students connect with the 

information superhighwa.y and learn to high standards; 


MORE COMMITMENTS TO AMERICA READS 

In a sign ofprogress on his America Reads initiative, the President also announced today 

that 16 colleges and universities in Michigan had committed more than 1500 work study students 

to serve as reading tutors over the next 5 years.. 


.. . 



HOW mE ACTION STRATEGY WILL HELP IMPROVE 

Mt\Xa AND SCIENCE JIDUC" TION 


~b6.1997 

Tho working group led by the DcpartlnCnt of:Edu¢ationanQ the ]olatioaal Science Foundation (NSF) will 
identify and recommend key unnegics fur c:oordiDaLillg tixlCIal rcsoun:cs to help ~ an:! school districts 
upgrade teaching and leam.ing in math. as welJ :as in t:Cien~. For t!:X3n:I.ple:, the woridn.J P"''P c;ould 
recommend",. . 

EILiy Aecess to Resources fQr TCltChinl to Hieh SLandard5: 

• 	 .An casy.-acw.s joint DeplU1lnent ofEducation - NSF Internet sito wht:te tcadlt:r.s could 80 to get 
chaUengins.. classroom-tested instructional units or matcria.b that are liI:Ike4 to natiocal stmdnrds, 

Spl'eAdine the Word on ~ Practices: 

• 	 A stmtegy for·produOiIJg ana dissaminatiag products (such as videos and Cl)..roms that COmpare 
clu~n)Qtrt t'.¢a¢hi"S app~mtho U.S., ~ end Ja.~) th,,* "totot ~ I..XI«l ~ob.oo[ 
~ could ~c to co!:npnt'e their instructiowt1 practices 'With tn030 used itt hi,gb..parfonning 
countries and o~S diwiQts in the U.S. . 

. Preparing Teachers for World-Clas.!l Teaeb.ilIa und LenruiuC; 

• 	 A platJ. for lllJini Dcparrntc1lt ofEducation aml NSF programs to foster closer QOUahQl1ltion,\rnOttS 
iSebool districts, ('()UcgClS ofcducuU,01l, u.ud math and science taoultles to WQoqJOmte the insights of 
TIMSS·a.nd etl$Ure that t.e3.Chors graduating from pre-!lCnIioo prognu~ arc prepared to e.xoel in 
teal classrooms. . . 

• 	 A privately-funded. Datic~ oompet:ition for tM deve10pment ofa bigb..qu.ality middle school 

mw:Jl-mxtbooJc tllat embodies the l1igh standards oftbcl oational e.-<am. 


A Public: Scmce CampAign Unldn~ A(adcmic Pcrfonntlnee With Work SUCCMIii: 

• 	 A highly visible, nationWide publio se>tVi~ campaign that would help parmit3 and c:hildn::n 
uad.erstl:uld tho roal-world importanco otbMiQ and adVMeeG mata aru;l fI~Qf) skiUs for SI.1cao:rlJ in 
the'21st Century ~y. 

. 	 . 

. Crcatiag a New Pll'tIlerslJlpfor Madl tlild Science Learni.o.I 

• 	 A new DartTlership ~ Bldcra1 agencies. Iaborntorics. hl;I:ltsr ~on. and; community

orgauir;ations to ptOmolQ grcamr involVtlllllalt ofpro~iooal8 widl strong math and scicroce 

bal;kgrottad! in c:onsuldDg with teac110rs to ru,lp s~ and. ~ understand the ronl-world 

appUcations ofwhat irtudents are ltAming.. .. . 


Foatetin~ CQmmuQlty Schools that Promote Math Exc:eJlence 

• 	 . Pevelop principlC!l £Or new oommWlity schoots fucusing; (')tt math iMl:ruction geared to ~ 
standards. with a.tter-school, wcdl:end and su.mmer programs to enrich classrocm\ learning. strooS 
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Remarks By The President 

To The Joint Session Of The 


Michigan Legislature 


The State Capitol 
Lansing, Michigan 

11:36 A.M. Est 

The President:, Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker, Governor. Thank yoti all for that wonderful welcome in 

this magnificent Capitol. I'm delighted to be here today with so 

many of your state officials -- Lieutenant Governor Binsfeld; 

your State Board of Education president, Kathleen Strauss. I 

don't know if Frank Kelley met Theodore Roosevelt, but he did 

meet me when I became Attorney General. (Laughter and applause.) 

And some days I feel ab,out that old. (Laughter.) 


I want to thank the Mayor of Lansing, Mayor 

Hollister, for meeting me at the airport, and all the. other state 

officials and dignitaries who are here Representative Sikkema, 

thank you, sir; and Senator Cherry and Senator Posthumus. . 


I want to thank the members of Congress and others 

who flew down here with me today -- your former Governor, Jim 

Blanchard and his wife; Congressman Dingell; your Congresswoman 
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from here, Congressman Debbie Stabenow; Representative Levin; 

Representative Kilpatrick; Representative Conyers; Representative 

Stupak, Representative Camp; and Representative Hoekstra and 

Representative Barcia. Did I get them all? (Laughter.) Nine, 

yes, we only had nine here. 


I could only muster nine, but that's a quorum - ­
(laughter) -- even in the state legislature of the Michigan 

delegation. I thank them for coming down. Thank you, Wendell 

Anthony, for your invocation, and thank you for making me feel so 

welcome. 


When I came in~ the Speaker and I were looking up at 

this magnificent ceiling, and I noticed that the seal of the 

State of Michigan was right next to the seal of my home state of 

Arkansas. And maybe one reason for that is that the Congress 

approved us coming into the Union at the same time. 


I was reading also the account of Theodore Roosevelt 

coming here 90 years ago. I know you have partisan differences 

today. You might be interested to know that 90 years ago there 

were 32 Republicans and no Democrats in the Senate. (Laughter 

and applause.) If you clap too much, I've got a great closing 

line -- Governor, you'll get mad at it. (Laughter.) There 95 

Republicans and five Democrats in the House. And it was the 

aftermath of the Civil War. 


I say this because our two states have been entwined 

in an interesting way over the course of time. We were allowed 


together into the Union because Michigan was a free state and 
Arkansas was a southern slave state, and Michigan became the 
party -- adhering to the party of Abraham Lincoln, of freedom, 
and the party of Theodore Roosevelt, 'which the Governor 

explained. And most of us Democrats are pretty proud of those 

folks, too. They represent the best in America. 


Then, after the Great-Depression, Michigan basically 

became the home of tens of thousands of people from my state who 

simply could not make a living anymore on the farm, and the 

factories of Michigan gave people from Arkansas, black and white 

together, the chance to come up here and build a decent middle 

class life and educate their children and be a part of what was 

then America's future. So anybody from my roots must be 

exceedingly grateful to the people of Michigan and the history 

and the heritage of Michigan. 


When Theodore Roosevelt was here, he was going to 

Michigan State to address the graduates there, just as I did a 

couple ofyear~ ago. And I might say the President of Michigan 

State is here, and I told him today that he gave me a picture of 

Theodore Roosevelt's address to the graduates at Michigan State, 

and it now hangs on my office wall at the White House -- at the 

entrance to my little private office off the Oval Office and I 

look up there and see Teddy Roosevelt speaking everyday that I 

go to work. 


Before that, he came here and when he spoke here I 

suppose the place looked about like it does now, thanks to your 


2 of 14 06/24/97 12:35:59 

http://library.whitehouse.govlRetrieve.cgi?dbtype=text&id=7931&query=Michigan


Remarks By The President To The Joint Session OfThe Michigan Legislature http://library.whitehouse.govlRetrieve.cgi?dbtype=text&id=7931&query=Michigan 

magnificent renovation, and I applaud you for doing this. People 

allover America should remember it's worth investing a little 

money to protect your roots and your heritage, and the beauty and 

meaning of what we were, as well as what we hope to be. 


In 1907 when Teddy Roosevelt came here we were at 

the dawn of the Industrial Era. This building had been wired for 

electricity only two years before he showed up. And when 

President Roosevelt left here to go to the college campus, he got 

in a newfangled contraption called a Reo automobile. I read the 

newspaper article from your local paper from 1907 this morning, 

and it said that it was something of a risk for him to get into 

the car, but it was probably the wave of the future, who knew 

what would turn out. (Laughter.) 


Then, like a good politician, I read that when he 

was at Michigan State, at the campus, he learned that there were, 

in fact, two different car manufacturers competing with one 

another in Lansing, so he took the other one back. (Laughter.) 

He took a Reo out and an aIds back. 


That was a rare moment. Just think what happened 

from that moment to this one. Think about the century that that 

moment and this one spans -- all but ten years of this century - ­

and why it became the American Century, what a big part of it 

Michigan was. Building the great middle class, offering a haven 

to' people from allover America, and to immigrants who would come 

here from other lands to work, to make their way. Building an 

industrial power that could prevail in two world wars and 

overcome a great Depression. Building an ethical power that 

could live up to the meaning of its Constitution in the civil 

rights revolution, and expanding opportunities to young people to 

vote and to women to fully participate in the life of America. 

Just think what has happened in the 20th century. 


When Roosevelt was here in 1970, it 'was a rare 

moment. We were moving on to the stage as a world power. 

Everyone recognized it. We had, by then, been a nation for more 

than 100 years, and everybody knew there was something unique 

about America -- a free democracy, where people could vote and 

decide and make their judgments. ' And it was growing and being 

nourished. We were exceedingly prosperous by the standards of 

the time. 


And Roosevelt knew that you had to make the most of 

peace and prosperity and leadership, and he did. And so did his 

successor, Woodrow Wilson. And because of them together and the 


work they did with like-minded members of both parties, we built 

an era that set the framework for America's leadership, growth 

and prosperity, and the explosion of people into the middle 

class, which became the hallmark of Michigan's greatness. 


When I was a kid in Arkansas our per capita income 

was barely half the national average. We all knew if you could 

find your way up here and got a job, you could still, make a good 

living. That all began at the beginning of this century, It is 

a very rare thing for a country to have peace and prosperity and 

the possibility of shaping its own future. Abraham Lincoln said 

in the civil War, my policy is to have no policy; J.' m controlled 

by events. If I said that, I would be ridiculed, rightly so. 
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But he was controlled by events. He did have a policy -- it was 
to keep the union together~ and then to liberate us from the 
scourge of slavery. But he was controlled by events. 

When the Depression came on and President Roosevelt 

called for an era of bold experimentation, he was controlled by 

events to some extent. He couldn't say, the major issue in 

America is the climate, or even education or anything else. He 

was controlled by events, and the war did that. And to some 

extent, the Cold War did that for us. When Sputnik went up and 

we got into the space race and wound up winning it, we were 

almost forced into it. Now we have peace and prosperity on the 

edge of an era of unimaginable possibility. 


We just finished four years where our country, for 

the first time during one administration has produced 11.5 

million jobs. Michigan, the unemployment rate has dropped, and 

the Governor said your welfare rolls are down 30 percent. You 

see this kind of progress, this energy, this movement, this 

possibility in Amer,ica -- dramatic, new' advances in science and 

technology occurring. This is a rare time. 


What happens to people, usually, when they are 

prosperous and unthreatened? Well, they usually get complacent, 

and then they normally find some reason to fallout with one 

another, usually over something incredibly petty, just in the 

nature of human events. And I come here to say to you today, we 

here in America, and you here especially in Michigan who have 

done so much for so long, we cannot afford to do that. We owe 

something better to our children. We have been given this unique 

opportunity -- the same sort of opportunity we had when your 

predecessors were listening to Theodore Roosevelt here 90 years 

ago, except one on an even grander scale. And we have to make 

the most of it. We have to build America in the new century. 

And we also have to know that we have to do it as one America. 


I am gratified that Governor Engler said what he did 

about the education program today. I am gratified that this 

bipartisan state legislature has given me such a warm welcome 

--for, we have to forge a new partnership for a new time. 


While the era of big government is truly over -- the 

federal government now has 285,000 fewer people working for it 

than it did on the day I took the Oath of Office -- the era of 

big challenges for our nation is not over. And now, we know that 

national leadership can and must point the way, but the real 

responsibility is one we all share. 


Especially, there are two areas I want to discuss 

today -- educational excellence, high standards for all students; 

and welfare reform, breaking the cycle of dependency for everyone 

capable of independence in America -- for these issues are at the 

core of what it means to prepare America for the 21st century, 

giving all Americans not only the opportunity, but the tools they 

need to make the most of their own lives in this new global 

knowledge economy. 


The Governor referred to this in his remarks. When 

I gave The State of the Union address, I said that during the 

Cold War, because our national security was threatened by 
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communism, politics stopped at the water's edge. Today, our 
national security depends upon our ability to develop the 
capacities of all of our people, so politics should stop at the 
schoolhouse door. 

Between 1992 and 2000 -- think of this -- 89 percent 
of the new jobs created in this economy will require more than 
high school levels of literacy and math skills. But only half 
the people entering the work force are prepared for these 
high-paying jobs, even though about 80 percent of them are high 
school graduates. Our schools are still turning out millions of 
young people who simply are not equipped for the new world of 
work. That is why our number one priority must be to make our 
system of public education the best in the world, and you must 
believe we can do this. (Applause.) 

A few years ago, almost eight years ago now I had 
the honor of joining the other governors then serving with 
President Bush at the University of Virginia to write the 
national education goals. I still think they're pretty good 
goals. If. you ask me what the consequences would be if they were 
implemented, we could say bluntly that it would mean that every 
8-year-old would be able to read independently, every 12-year-old 
could now log on to the Internet, every 18-year-old could go to 
college, and every adult American could keep on learning for a 
lifetime. That is what I want to be the reality in this country. 

In the State of the Union address, I laid out a 
10-point plan, a Call to Action for American Education that 
describes the steps I believe we must all take -- beginning with 
the youngest children, expanding and improving early childhood 
learning. The First Lady and I will be having a conference on 
early childhood learning and the brain to try to deal with these 
enormously significant new findings over the last couple of 
years, what we know about not only when children learn, but how 
they learn, and what happens if we don't do for them what they 
should do. 

An enormous percentage of the capacity of the brain 
to absorb information to operate is developed in the first four 
years. I'll just give you one statistic: The average child that 
grows up in a family with two parents caring for that child, even 
if they both work, that have reasonably good educations and deal 
with the basic developmental tasks, will give that child 700,000 
positive interactions in the 'first four years. The average child 
being raised by a single parent with low self-esteem and low 
self-confidence and no training in parenting will get 150,000 
positive interactions and spend roughly seven times as much time 
before a television doing nothing, in the first four years. This 
has enormous consequences for the way we become. So ,we're going 
to talk about that. 

We have to open the doors of college wider than 
ever. If 90 percent of the jobs require more than a high school 
education, and the 1990 census shows that the only group of 
younger workers whose incomes went up instead of down after you 
adjust for inflation were those that had at least two years of 
some kind of training after high school, we ought to make the 
13th and 14th years of education just as universal by the year 
2000 as a high school education is today. (Applause.) 
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I know that for years Michigan has been in the 
forefront of that, helping people to save for college. I have a 
proposal to provide tax credits for the cost of a typical 
community college for two years, and tax deductions up to $10,000 
a year for the tuition cost in any post-high school education, 
and an expanded Ira that can be used for the same purpose. We 
have to do this. 

We also have to give more of our workers the ability 
to keep on learning for a lifetime. For four years, through a 
Democrat Congress and a Republican Congress, I have been given 
equal opportunity to.fail to pass the G.I. Bill for American 

Workers. But it seems to me to be a simple idea. I just want to 
take the 70-odd programs that were developed with the best of 
intentions over the years, for this training program, that 
training program and the other one, put them in a big fund, and 
when a worker becomes eligible for help through unemployment or 
underemployment, send them a skills grant and let them take it to 
the local community college or the nearest education institution. 
They can find out for themselves what they need to do to improve 
their education. We don't need all that stuff in the middle of 
them, between them and the money. Send them the money, let them 
get the education. I hope you will help me pass that in the 
Congress. I think it is a good thing. (Applause.) 

I want to help for the very first time through an 
innovative program to us~ federal funds to lower the interest 
rates on local bond issues to help schools with enormous building 
problems to repair their broken infrastructure, or build new 
facilities when they are doing their part. This is a very 
important thing. 

We have the largest number of schoolchildren --,as 
Secretary Riley never lets me forget -- we have the largest 
number of schoolchildren in history in our schools this year, the 
first time we've ever had a bigger group than the Baby Boom 
generation. I have been to schools where the buildings were 
falling down. My wife was in a school this week where some of 
the floors were closed, and the kids were going to school on some 
floors and couldn't go into other floors or other rooms because 
they didn't comply with the building codes. I have been into 
other schools with beautiful old school buildings surrounded by 
temporary facilities to hold the children. 

So I think it's an appropriate thing for us to do -­
not to try to take over this function, and not to try to 
substi tute for people assuming responsibility, but. when there i s a 
terrible problem and people are doing their own work, if we can, 
by a prudent and limited investment, lower the cost of that so 
that more people can afford to do more construction and repair, I 
think we should. (Applause.) 

I'm also strongly committed -- the Vice President 
and I have been working on this very hard -- to getting every 
classroom and every library in the country hooked up to the 
Internet by the year 2000. And I want to thank your 
Congresswoman, Debbie Stabenow, for the work that she's done in 
supporting that. (Applause.) 

Secretary Riley has awarded Michigan a grant of $8.6 
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million for the technology literacy challenge to help your 
classrooms move into the 21st century, and I ask all of you to 
support that. There is enormous· willingness in the private 
sector to help us get this done, and it can revolutionize -- just 
think of it -- if we can hook up every classroom and every 
library to the Internet by the year,2000, for the first time in 
the history of the country ever -- ever -- children in the 
poorest district, the richest districts, the middle-class 
districts -- all of them will have access to the same learning in 
the same way in the same time. 

And those of you who have children or know children 
who are already proficient in using the Internet, it's a stunning 
thing. The other day, my daughter picked a topic to do a 
research paper on and she said, Dad, can you get me a couple of 
books on this out of the library? I came home with four books, 
and she had eight citations she had gotten off the Internet - ­
eight articles on things. So my labors were one-third of her 
research project. 

This is an incredible thing. If we make this 
available to all children, it will change in a breathtaking way 
what people can become, what our children can imagine themselves 
becoming. And I ask you to help us do that. 

I thank you, Governor, for what you said about our 
support for greater discipline and safety and character education 
in the schools. I have proposed funding 1,000 new community 
school programs across the country to help our schools stay open 
after school, on the weekends in the summertime, to try to give 
those children who need some positive place to go, some support, 
some help to stay out of trouble, a place to do that. 

I have studied very carefully this problem of rising 
juvenile crime when overall crime has been going down 
dramatically in America. And the communities that are reversing 
that trend, that had juvenile crime going down are the places 
that make sure that all those kids have something positive to say 
yes to, even as they're being told to say no to the wrong things. 
So I want the schools to be able to do that in every community 
where it's needed in the United States. (Applause.) 

We have to make sure that we do everything we can to 
help our classroom teachers be the best they can be. For years, 
educators worked to establish nationally accepted credentials for 
excellence in teaching through the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards, which is headquartered here in 
Detroit, Michigan. 

Now, Michigan has the third highest number of 
board-certified master teachers in the country, and that's a good 
thing. But there are still only a few hundred who have been 
board-certified.. My new budget will enable 100,000 teachers all 
across America to seek certification as master teachers. And our 
goal should be to have one certified master teacher in every 
single school in America. That will make more master teachers we 
need for those schools, and I hope we can do it. (Applause.) 

As has already been. said today, I do believe that we 

need a strong system of public education that gives parents and 
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communities more freedom and flexibility. I think we should work 

together to give parents more choices for what public schools 

their children. attend all across America. I think we should help 

teachers, parents, museums and others to create new public 

charter schools. 


I have proposed to double the budget of the program 

so that we can increase by tenfold the number of charter schools 

we have by the year 2000, to create (applause) -- and I think 

it's important to emphasize what we want. We want high 

standards, schools that are open to all children regardless of 

their backgrounds. We want an example of accountability which 

will then spread to all other public schools. But we want to say 

to them, you can stay open only as long as you do a good job. 

That's what the charter means; that's what a charter is. 


Ultimately, what we want to do is to prove that we 

have a model here that can be used everywhere else. It is simply 

not true that if you have a few public schools that all the rest 

of them can't be good; if some of them are good that they all 

can't be good. That is not true. It is not true that because 

it's a pubiic institution we can't achieve excellence everywhere. 

If that were true, we'd have some good Army units and some bad 

Army units. And we'd be afraid to go to war and you wouldn't 

sleep well at night. Isn't that right? 


So you do not have to accept the feeling that you 

know this wonderful principal, and if only everybody else could 

be that way. That is simply not true. Leadership can be taught, 

leadership can be trained, and 90 percent of the children in this 

country plus -- 99 percent of them -- can learn what they need to 

know to succeed and triumph in the modern world. They can do it 

and we have to do it. (Applause.) 


Now that you've clapped, I will say they care 

capable of it, but they don't know it today. Let's face the 

fact. The truth is that 40 percent of the 4th graders in this 

country still cannot read a book on their own. In Germany or 

Singapore, students learn 15 to 20 math subjetts in depth every 

year. Typically in the United States, we learn over 30 or 35 

every year in a superficial way. Then we have this comparative 

tests, they normally win -- especially since they stay in school 

longer than we do, day-in and day-out, year-in and year-out. 


But without these skills, children will not be able 

to develop the capacity to think and to reason and to analyze 

complex problems. All these skills will be essential to 

succeeding in the world of the 21st century in jobs that have not 

been invented or even imagined yet. 


Now, what do we have to have? We have got to have 

high standards, high expectations, and high levels of 

accountability. That is why I have challenged our nation to meet 

these national standards in the basics -- not federal government 

standards, but national standards, representing what every child, 

wherever he or she lives, however poor, rich, or middle class he 

or she is, must know to do well in the world of the 21st century. 

And I think we should begin by having every state test every 

4th-grader in reading and every 8th-grader in math by 1999 to 
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make sure these basic standards are met. 

We already have widely accepted rigorous standards 

in both reading and math, and widely used tests that are based on 

these standards. They're just not given to everyone or designed 

to be given to everyone. Michiqan and more than 40 other states 

have participated in a test called the National Assessment of 

Education Progress. The Education Committee members in the 

audience call it the Naep test. It measures a state's overall 

performance against a high national standard of excellence. 


Just last week we released the annual assessment of 

math performance and it shows, across the country, that are 4th-, 

8th-, and 12th graders are doing better. And as the Governor 

said, the Michiqan score is among the most improved in. the 

nation. 


Tens of thousands of students across the country 

have also taken the Third International Math and Science Survey, 

a test that reflects world-class standards our children must meet 

in math and science. The headquarters for that test is just down 

the road at Michiqan State. And I want to thank Dr. William 

Schmidt at Michigan State for his leadership of this important 
study. I think he's here with us today. Where are you, Dr. 
Schmidt? (Applause.) He's here somewhere. Thank you very much, 

sir. 


If you saw the State of the Union address, you know 

there are a group of children in northern Illinois that took this 

test in 20 school districts north of Chicago, and they finished 

tied for first in science and tied for second in math, I think. 

Very impressive. 


Unfortunately, these test also don't provide scores 

for individuals, they simply measure how an entire area or group 

of people are doing. What we need are exams that will literally 

measure the performance of each and every student in each and 

every school. That way, parents and teachers will know how every 

child is doing compared to other students in other schools, other 

states, and other countries. And most important of all, they 

will know how the child is doing compared to what you need to 

know to go forward. 


And I want to make it clear what the difference is. 

It doesn't matter if your child makes the highest grade in the 

class if nobody gets over the standards bar.. Conversely, in this 

test it d.oesn't matter if your child makes the lowest grade in 

the class if everybody gets over the standards bar. That's the 

difference. We have a lot of 'these standardized test. We need 

tests that test to the standards, that say whether you crossed 

the threshold of what you must know to do well in the world of 

tomorrow. 


That's why I'm presenting a plan to help the states 

meet, and measure these standards. Over the next two years, the 

Department of Education will support the development of new test 

for the 4th grade reading and the 8th grade math, to show how 

every student measur~s up to high and widely accepted standards. 

They'll be developed by independent experts in consultation with 
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leading math and reading teachers. The federal government will 

not require them, but these tests will be made available to every 

state that chooses to administer them. That is the significance 

of the announcement that the Governor 'made. I want to create a 

climate in which no o,ne can say no; in which it's voluntary but 

you are ashamed if you don't give your kids the chance to do 

this, (Applause. ) 


Togeth~r, we are saying this. This is nbt a 

partisan issue. There is no Democratic or Republican way to use. 

There is no Maryland or Miohiqan way to learn. Reading is 

reading, math is math. No school board or state legislature can 

rewrite the rules of algebra in Alaska to make them different 

than they are in Arkansas. It cannot be done. Every state must 

put politics aside, work in a bipartisan fashion, test our 

children in the same rigorous way. Politics should stop at the 

schoolhouse door. 


This will not be easy. Some of our children won't 

do very well at first. We don't need to make them feel like 

failures, we need to make them understand we're doing this so we 

can know how to measure their success. If they don't do very 

well at first, it's probably more our fault than theirs. And a 

lot of it, I will say again, is because when we see people in 

difficult circumstances, sometimes out of the goodness of our 

heart, we exercise our compassion by expecting less type of them. 

And we are selling their future right down the drain every time 

we do it. (Applause.) 


I can tell you, over the last several years -- you 

know, I was a governor a long time -- I served with Governor, 

Engler, I served with Governor Blanchard, I served with Governor 

Milliken. I have been allover this country to schools. I have 

seen schools in areas with high murder rates, where it was unsafe 

to get in the school, where there were no guns, no knives, no. 

dope, no dropout, and test scores were above the state average. 

I could go through example after example after example. And 

every time I see one, I get more hopeful and more angry. Because 

if you can have one good school where the kids are learning 

against all the odds and all the obstacles, then you know when 

you leave that school there is no excuse for that not happening 

everywhere. This will help that happen everywhere. This will 

help that happen everywhere. {Applause.} 


Let me make a comment now about one other part of 

this education program that I think is very important, and that's 

oilr America Reads program. We announced it here in Michiqan last 

August in Wyandotte, when I was there on my train trip. And I 

did it with the .help of two elementary school students, Justin 

Whitney and Elizabeth Schweyn. We announced the America Reads 

challenge, we set a goal mobilizing a million volunteer tutors to 

help every 8-year-old learn to read independently. We're going 

to use 11,000 of our AmeriCorps volunteers to mobilize and train 


the Army, we're going to get at least 100,000 college students to 

help, and I might say in the last budget we added 200,000 more 

work-study slots, and there's another 100,000 in this budget, so 

we'll go to a million kids on work-study, and I want 100,000 of 

that extra 300,000 to help teach our children to read. And I'm. 

pleased that. 16 Michiqan college presidents have already pledged 
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to provide their fair share of those students. (Applause.) 

I don't know if you remember what we did that hot 
August day, but Elizabeth and Justin read "The Little Engine That 
Could" to me, and I said I want every child to be able to do this 
and say, here's this book and I can read this all by myself. 

Today, Elizabeth and Justin are here with us and I 
would like to ask them to stand up. Where are they? They're out 
there -- there they are. (Applause.) Thank you. I will do what 
I can to help your young people be ready to be tested. I am 
asking the Department of Education and the National Science 
Foundation to identify and coordinate resources throughout the 
federal government and through the nonprofit sector that can be 
used to help students to meet the math standards. I want to help 
young people learn more science as well and to make the 
government a resource. 

The federal government has some of the world's most 
esteemed laboratories and research institutions. We ought to 
make sure every high school math and science teacher has easy 
access to the work of these laboratories. and the experts there 
through the Internet, and we're going to do our best to set up 
that kind of system and make it available to all of your teachers 
so they can in turn make it available to your students. 
(Applause. ) 

We can do this. We can do this. We can also meet 

the challenge of welfare reform, and I can't leave here without 

talking to you about it for a couple of minutes, because I want 

to make it clear where we are now, and this is something else 

we've got to do together. In the last four years, the welfare 

rolls went down by 2.5 million people, the largest drop in the 

history of the country. (Applause.) NOw, how did that happen? 

And Michigan was -- had a reduction of 30 percent -- above the 

national average. How did that happen? 


We know that about half the drop was the result of 

the economy producing 11.5 million jobs. We know about 30 

percent to a third of it was the result of the fact that 43 of 

our states had vigorous welfare experiments, and the ones that 


. were statewide, like yours, had better results. We know th~t 
there were some result from the fact that we increased child 
support collections, working together to get really tough. 
Within the states and across lines, child support collections 
went up by 50 percent in the last four years, and we know that 
helped some people to get off welfare. 

Now we have a new law, and the new law says there 
should be time limits for how long the person could be on 
welfare; there should be time limits for how long a person sould 
be on welfare consecutively -- two years before getting a job. 
There are tough work requirements. We leave the medical aid and 
food aid to poor children and their families in place. We 
increase the aid going in child care at the federal level, and 
then we give the states the flexibility to decide how to design 
the program to move people from welfare to work and support them 
at an appropriate level in the meantime. 

Now, that's what·it does. I signed the bill and I 
thought it was the right thing to do. But I also want you to 
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know that we have to do now something else -- we have to make it 

work. That law was not the end of welfare reform, it was the 
beginning. It gave this problem to you. You remember what that 

old country musician, Chet Atkins, said -- you got to be careful 

what you ask for in this old life, you might get it. And so now 

you have it. 


Now, we have been telling poor people they have to 

be more responsible; if you can work, you have to work; you've 

got to succeed at home as parents and in the work force. Now we 

have a responsibility. You're telling people they've got to go 

to work; we've got to make sure there's a job there for them if 

they go to work. (Applause.) 


Let me say precisely what this means, because I want 

to be precise. I think it's very important that since the states 

have responsibility, every state needs to know exactly how many 

jobs have we got to cr·eate in Michigan only for people to move 

from welfare to work, how many jobs in Arkansas, how many jobs in 

Arizona, how many jobs. And how many jobs would that mean we'd 

have to do by county,. and how are we going to do this. 


Basically, if you look at the law's requirements and 

the fact that it's phased in, the requirement for states to put a 

certain number of people at work, you will have to -- as a 

nation, we will have to create about another million -- a little 

bit less, maybe 900,000 jobs for welfare recipients only, and 

move approximately another 2.5 million people off welfare in the 

next four years to meet the requirements of the law. 


Now, in the last four ·years, we did it with 43 of 

the 50 states having welfare reform experiments, but only some of 

them were statewide .. But we also had 11.5 million jobs. We 

never had that many before. Maybe we'll do it again. I'd like 

that a lot, and I'll work on it hard. (Applause.) But no one 

can predict with any certainty what will happen. 


So you must imagine, how will we make it more -- and 

we don't have the money to have big public service employment. I 

do have some money in my budget to give to the urban areas 

especially and to isolated rural areas with high impact 

unemployment to help them do work that needs to be anyway in 

their cities. But that won't get the job done. Most of this 

will have to be done by private employers. 


Our plan will give tax credits of up to 50 percent 

of the salary up to $16,000 a year for people that hire people 

right off the welfare roll and do not replace someone else, they 

hire them for a real new job. 


It will give other incentives for businesses to hire 

people off welfare, and incentives for job .placement firms and 

for states to create more jobs for welfare recipients. You'll 

get more money if you create more jobs for them. And if your 

past is any indication, you'll 'be one of those that will be 

claiming the incentives -- and that's a good thing. And it does 


, provide more money for training and for child care; and in our 
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budget for the new transportation bill, more money for 

transportation, because that'~ a big issue in a l6t of places for 

moving people from welfare to work. (Applause.) 


But you are going to have to get help. And the 

private employer community and the community nonprofits community 

and the .religious community, they're all going to have to help. 

You also have the option to do something else -- you can, totally 

at your own discretion, let people take some or all of the 

welfare check and you can give it to the employer as an 

employment and training subsidy: And some states are going to 

have to do that because their training dollars are inadequate so 

they're going to have to depend on on-the-job training. Missouri 


is doing this now in the Kansas City area, Florida has adopted a 
version of it, a number of .other states have. I urge you to look 
at that. I think it's a legitimate thing to give a private 
employer, for a limited period of time, a subsidy for training 

and for hiring people who are otherwise very hard to hire. 

That's another point I want to make. Keep in mind, 

about half the welfare caseload gets off on their own; it's the 

other half that we have to liberate from permanent dependency and 

it's harder for them to get into the work force and harder for 

them to stay and harder for them to learn the basic things. And 

so we're going to have to go out to our employers and say, hey, 

we want to help you. Or in th~ case of the churches and the 

nonprofits, the tax credit is not worth anything to them because 

they don't pay taxes anyway. But the wage subsidy would be worth 

something to them to get them to enlist. 


So, you know; I have really collected how many 

employers are there in America with more than 100 employees? How. 

many nonprofits are there? How many religious institutions are 

there with more than 100 members in the congregation, or more 

than 200 members? Every state needs this information. Every 

community needs this information and those folks need to be hit 

up to do their part -- especially if you ever heard anybody in 

your local neighborhood cussing the welfare system who works 

people. Go back and say, okay, we got rid of it, now what are 

you going to do? What are you going to do? We need your help. 

(Applause.) . 

The last thing I wanted to say is -- and this may be 

a moderate problem in Michigan, will be a huge problem in some 

states -- I signed the welfare reform bill, but I said when I 

signed it I thought we made a mistake to eliminate all aid to 

legal immigrants. Now, when an immigrant comes to America, they 

say -- they have to promise that they won't try to get on welfare 

and they won't take any public money. That is true. But it's 

also true it takes five years to become a citizen, meanwhile you 

work and you pay taxes. And in a country like ours that lets in 

a significant number of immigrants -- in your largest county now, 

you have people from over 140 different racial and ethnic groups 

-- bad things are going to happen to good people just when they 

show up every day. There will be car wrecks, there will be 

serious illnesses, there will be crime victims, ,and I personally 

think it's wrong to either dump that problem on the door of the 

state legislature or, in the alternative, just tell them to do 

without. 


13 of 14 06/24/97 12:36:00 

http://libmry


· .~ 
Remarks By The President To The Joint Session Of The Michigan Legislature http://library.whitehouse.govlRetrieve.cgi?dbtype=text&id=7931&query=Michigan 

And this is a great nation of immigrants. '1 think 
this is unworthy of us and I'm going to try to change it, and I 
hope that you will support that. It would be good for you if you 
do. (Applause.) 

Thank you for making me feel so welcome today. Let 
me say again, you ought to go back and get the local paper and 
read the article about Teddy Roosevelt. You ought to think about 
what happened in the intervening 90 years. You ought to realize 
that we have an even greater opportunity now, and with it a 
greater responsibility to forge a new partnership to deal with 
the new possibilities of this bright new era. And if we seize 
this responsibility of ours, there is no telling what can happen 
-- good and wonderful and positive for America. 

So it is our duty, but it is our good ;eortune. You 
ought to go horne tonight and thank God that you got a chance to 
serve the public at this moment in time. It is a rare time. And 
you ought to wake up tomorrow determined to do it with greater 
energy and enthusiasm and dedication than ever before. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

End 12:23 P.M. Est 

To comment on this service:jeedback@www.whitehouse.gov 

14 of 14 06/24/97 12:36:01 

mailto:service:jeedback@www.whitehouse.gov
http://library.whitehouse.govlRetrieve.cgi?dbtype=text&id=7931

