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QOur Families, Qur Future!
By ‘
John Engler

Governor of the

State of Michigan

Majority Leader Posthumhs. Speaker Hertel, colleagues in government, citizens of Michigan:

[ stand here tonight at the midpoint of my term, proud of what we have accomplished, opumisuc about what
we will do together,

Iam proud 0 report 1o the people of Michigan that in terms of reform and results, the last legislative session
is unmatched in staté history. :

Thus, the state of our state is better than ever,

‘
For it has been a quarter century since welfare was needed by 50 few . a quarter century since the rate of
violent crime was down so far . . . and a quarter century since ungmployment was 50 low,

Nt
.
Tk

My friends, America knows that Michigan is back as a state of basic values, big ideas, and bold leadership.

State after state is copying Michigan -- reforming school funding, reorganizing government and reducing
taxes. : ;

K]

L

We have strengthened Michigan's foundation -- now, our greatcsu challenge is to secure Michigan's future
for our families. c

»
»

Securing our future means making sure that our children have every chance to be safe, smart and successful.
' L3 '

B

Over the past six years, we have taken many steps that are making a difference for Michigan's families.

i
1

We are on the right course.
We will not turn back.
We must forge ahead.

H
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We must forge ahead §o every child can attend a high quality schonl . . . 2o every child is protected from
violence and abuse . .\ 30 every worker has the skills compele and auweed .80 every family i3 safe in
their homes and ncighborhood'e . and <0 svery generution 10 coine is neaured a Miochigan ay beswtiful and
bountiful as the Michigan we enjoy today. . :

4 L [
Our families, our f‘unm- -« let those words be our inspiration ss we wo:k togother -- today, tomorrow,
forcvea -

i

A

IMPROVING OUR SCHOOLS

My fellow citizens, nothmg is more lmpnm\nt to the future of farmhes than the quality of our children's
, cducmen. L

'ef _ e
Bdugution ig the 1addei'; from poverty 1o prosperity, Education makes equal opportunity possible, Education
is the key to the American dream. And it is the lack of education, 'or poor quality educatlon, that too often
makes welfare and prisons necessary.

3 T

§

Let me tell you where Michigan stands when it comes 1 public eduction.
We know firsthand that some of our public schools and many of our teachers are the very best in the world,

But we also know that too many schools arc failing our children aﬂd thal sume icachers feel threatened in
their own classrooms. ;

3

We know that Michigan students score above average on nationul Lests.

b
o
g

b

But we also know that \}ae can do better and our children deserve herter,

We know that parental involvement is the key to student success,

¥

But we alse know that too many parents feel shut out and ignored. In particular, less than one-third of
African-American families give their local achools high marks.

Toumn. e W e

e

P
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We know that Michigan spends $11 billion a year on public education, that spending on our schools has
quadrupled over the past 20 years and that we are more generous with our schools than 42 other states.

But we also know that money alone does not raise student performance.

3 .
i L

We know that Proposal A has dramaucally increased equity in school fundmg, and that next year, for the
first time, every school dsstnct will receive more than $5,000 per pupil.

Bl
3

H
¥ ;e
¢

But we also know that the performance gap between urban and non-urban districts is intolerable.

{
In addition 1o knowing where Michigan stands, it is important for you to know where [ stand as governor. I
am for public education, | -

.j. t

; )

" < ' .
Being for public education has meant incressing funding for public schools 25 percent in just five years.

N .

¢
3

o AT

Being for public educauon means that in the 1998 general fund budget I will send you next week, school
spending, for the first time, will amount to more than evcxythmg else combined -- more than prisons, police,
agriculture, courts -- everything else combined. :
Being for public education means giving our 1.6 million students and their parents and teachers more
quality school chaices. Today, with 77 charter public schools and more than two hundred school districts
participating in our landmark school choice program, chhlgan is a nauonal leader,

1 (3]

o ' i
’-:1

I am pleased to announce that the National Conference on Qualuy in Education has accepted my invitation
to come to Dearborn this November As aresult, Michigan will have a chance to show America what we're
doing and learn lessons from our sister states. T

¥

Being for public education means backing President Clinton's call for more charter schools, Last week, the
President ennounced the doubhng of federal support for charter schools.

i

I propose that Michigan bc the first state to take advantage of thig natxonal public school initiative. Further,
1 invite members of the presxdents own party in this legislature w0 Jom Us as partners in opening the doors to
more charter public schools. Let's work together! i

v

e S
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Being for public education means holdmg all of our schools accotintable -- accountable to parents, to
employers and to taxpayers ‘ 1

~J
i

Being for public education means insisting on high standards and rigorous tests to measure our progress.
¥

Bemg for public educanon tneans empowcrmg teachers, defending local control and disclosing to parens
how their schools measure up «- with othcr area schools, with schoolb statewide, nationwide, worldwide.

l
]

Being for public educauon means making sure that every school,*every classroom, every teacher, every
student is safe. ; T

7 N
{ i

4 s

Being for public education means keeping education our top pricr'ity!

i

i

One key to quality educaﬁion is quality teachers. Proud. passionate -- these professional men and women are
making a difference in the lives of students every day. That's why I was outraged to read in the Detroit
News that in one high school this year nine teachers have been assaulted.

Y

When teachers are auacked in their own classrooms, academic pcrformance is also a casualty. I may be old
fashioned, but it seems to me, if a student lays a hand on a teacher, that student is gone.

If a basketball player pushes a referee, that player is out of the gai'ne. If a student assaults a teacher, that
student should be out of the schoo!.

H

;
We've already taken 2 supccssful step forward by expelling students who brmg weapons 10 schoo] Asa
result, we're moving bad knds out of class and helping good kids move to the head of the class.

ot

Now it's time for the next step 1 2m proposing the immediate expulsu)n of any student who assaults a
teacher $ 14

This legisiation will be s;ﬁonsored by Senator Leon Stille and Representative Jessie Dalman and will also
protect bus drivers, security personnel and all other school employees as well.

e R st B e
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Let's do the nght thing. Lct s stand up for our teachers and kids who play by the rules. Let's pass this blll in ' - :
30 days. )

B

4 i
Further, I invite the leadership of the Michigan Federation of Teachers and the Michigan Education
Association to join with us in developing and passing this Jegisiation.

'é

1 have just stressed the :mportance of protecting teachers from bad Inds who disrupt their classrcoms, but
what should we do when the school is bad?

R .
! F
+ | -4

For too leng, the reaction fxas been: "It's somebody else's school. Tt's somebody else's problem.”

It may be somebody else's school but it ig our problem.

s

1f I told you that 99 pement of the 11th-graders i in one southwest: Mlchlgan school district failed their state
‘ profic;ency test in science-and that 95 percent of the 11th-graders in our largest school district failed thexr ‘
science test, you would say “That's an outrage -- somethmg must bc done.” o

I agree. We must gct 1o h‘é}p the children in Benton Harbor, in Detroit and in other failing school districts.

. ) !
Last week, Detroit Schoo! Board member Dr. Margaret Betts said, "We need help. We're educating some
kids, but we're losing too many.” She's right. It's time we stand shoulder to shoulder to help these kids.

1

My friends, how in good conscxence can we look the other way when thousands of children zrapped in
failing public schools have no other choice and no other chance?

\ i
Already, the state can hoid school districts sccountable when they fail to meet strict finencial standards.
However, nothing happens when school districts fail year after year to meet even minimal performance
standards.

#

%

To me, a system of accountability that focuses only on dotlars and cents makes no sense and shortchanges
our children. We have no choice. We must change the system!

R T

P
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So to help our children, I'propose the School District Accoixntability Act 1o be sponsored by ons of
Michigan's most able ad»ocates for school reform and a public school parent himself -- Senator Dan
DeGrow.

This new Acccuntablhty Act would allow state intervention in any school district if either of the following
minimal standards is not met'

:

“.
3

-
t

3

*first, when more than 80 percent of the students fail the state proficiency test;

*second, when the dropoiit rate is higher than 25 percent.
b .

In addition, I support authonzmg the State Board of Bducanon to esrabhsh other criteria that would allow
for state intervention.

i
1 realize that some will recozl at the thought of state mtervennon They will argue that local control means
they should be in charge.’

M

As I said earlier, I defend local control, but I cannot defend failure. The standards that will trigger state
intervention -- 80 percent failing or 25 percent dropping out -- are proof that something is seriously wrong
and we cannot sit by and ignore the problems in the name of local control.

No one -~ no.one in this room, no one in this state -- can stand d;;'and defend a school district that fails 80
percent of our kids.

I
S,

\
4

Make no mistake about it -- I will not, and this legislature ;s,hould? not, turn away from children in need. We
must act to put the children first and fix their schools.

4
{

All of us took an oath 10 uphcld Michigan's Constitution which says. ®. . . schools and the means of
education shall forever be encouraged.” ' '

Let's stand by that oath and do what it takes to educate our children.

REFORMING WELFARE AND
PROTECTING.CHILDREN

i
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Ladies and gentlemen, we are domg what it takes to break the cycle of dependency. As farnilies go to work
and incomes rise, welfare refonn in Michigan continues to be a national model. The key to our success has

been a requirement that all fa:mhes work, and that policy will continue.

T
i

Welfare caseloads have droiapcd by more than one-quarter over the last three years. In Project Zero test
areas, the number of families without income from employmient dropped by more than one-quarter in just
three months! Now, more than half of all Project Zero purticipants'are working and earning a paycheck.

For Family Independence Agency social workers like Ann Hunt, who are now making housecalls to work
with their ¢lients, satisfaction {rom heatmg paperwork deadlines is; bemg replaced by satisfaction at seeing
families achieve success. .

J
.

1

Tonight, I propose we build on the success of Project Zero -« our full employment initiative which I
announced last year. We will double this program and continue to move social workers into the community
and welfare recipients into the workforce. ‘

¢
i
e
£
«
A

We reform welfare not JUbt because it gives parents a helping hand to mdependcnce but because it gives
children a helping hand to‘a better future,

\

\ﬁ ' :

. Children -- their health, safety, education and quality of life -- have been our priority from day one. Iam
proud of our accomplishments:

‘-, Ve

H
H

sthe number of adoptions -- doubled; “ ~ S ' «
sthe number of abortions :- down;

*more than 100,000 welfare families -- independent;

steen pregnancy -- down;:

einfant mortality -- at a record low; o

simmunization rate -- up dramatically; 0 ‘ -
*health insurance for kids -- top ten in the nation; . )

swelfare families workmg -- more then 30 percent statewide; and,'

*number of child deaths -- down by 25 percent. i

These accomphshmems are making & difference in the lives of many Michigan families and improving the
prospects for many M1ch1gan children. ny

L
While fewer children are threatened by poverty and illness, unfortunately, too many children are threatened
by adults, sometimes thcg'r own parents,

i
S
:
1
4
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS TO THE MICHIGAN STATE LEGISLATURE
MARCH 6,-1997 :
Acknowledgments: Mr. Speaker, Governor Engler....

I am especially honored at this pivotal moment in American history to become only the second

“sitting President ever to have addressed this legislature. Ninety years ago, at the dawn of the

industrial era, Teddy Roosevelt, on his way to give a speech at what was then Michigan Agricultural
College, now Michigan State, stopped here to addressed a joint session of the Michigan legislature
in this same room, at this same rostrum. You have since renovated this building to restore the same
charm, artistry and decorative splendor that was in place when Roosevelt visited. In 1907, America

_ was on the move. This building had only been wired for electricity two years prior to Roosevelt’s

visit. And Roosevelt made his trip from here to the college campus in a brand new automobile, built

by a Lansing company that was then just 10 years old. This year, Oldsmobile celebrates its centennial.

This too is a rare moment in American history. Peace and prosperity abound. We have just
completed four years where we produced more new jobs than any other four year period in our
history. And we are looking toward.a world that is full of exciting new opportunities. Only a few
times before -- after World War 11 and at the start of this century when we were entering the
Industnial Era as a powerful and wealthy country at peace -- have we experienced anything like this.
We have an incredible responsibility -- in America and in Michigan. Thanks to the leadership of your
Governor, and the work all of you have dorie, your unemployment rate has literally turned arouind --

~ from 7.4 percent in 1993 to 4.7 percent today. You have added more than 380,000 new jobs. And

more than 579,000 Michigan students are able to benefit from our direct student loan program.

Thmgs are good and getting better..

But this is a moment of choice. We cannot afford to squander this moment in complacency
or division. We dare not miss this chance to decide what kind of future we want for America in the

- 21st century, and then to work together to build it. This is a time for us to build a new century. And

we must do it, not as Democrats and Republicans, or liberals and conservatives. We must do it as
Americans. We must do it as One America.

That is why 1 am here today --with a message I first carried to the Maryland Iegislai:ure last

month -- a message 1 will carry not just to this state legislature, but to other state legislatures,

communities, and forums in the months to come. To prepare America for the 21st Century, [ am
asking for a new kind of partnership --with the people in this chamber, and people all across America.

“The era of big government is over. But the era of big national challenges is not. And while national

leadership can point the way --while national leadership can remove some of the barriers that had’
prevented our states and our people from solving their own problems --the real responsibility is one
we all share. As President, I am prepared to point the way --to shine a light on what is working --and
to leverage the efforts of all Americans to meet our challenges. But you must be prepared to work



‘with me, to seize this moment of opportunity while America stands strong enough to do so.

Today, 1 want to talk about what we must do in two critical areas: giving our children the best
education, and breaking the cycle of dependency by moving millions from welfare to work. Taken
together, these issues are at the core of what we must do to prepare America for the new Century.
We must help everyone have the tools to succeed in this knowledge economy --and that means
high-quality education and training. And we must make sure everyone willing to use those tools
--gveryone willing to work hard and take responsibility --has a chance to do so. Education reform
and welfare reform are about bringing all Americans to the starting line of this new economy, and

_then making sure they are ready to run the race.

: Our number-one priority --the high threshold of the future we must cross --must be to ensure
that all Americans have the best education in the world: that every 8-year-old can read; every
12-year-old can log on to the Internet; every 18-year old can go to college; and every adult can keep
learning for a lifetime. :

Education has always been the heart of opportunity in this country. I think it is worth noting
that between 1992 and 2000, 89 percent of the new jobs created in this economy will require. post-
- high school levels of literacy and math skills. And virtually 100 percent of those jobs will pay what

is now an above average wage. But only half the people entering the work force are prepared for

those jobs. Our education system is still turning out millions of young people who simply are not
equnpped for the new world of work.

As we prepare for unimagined new work and careers, the best investment we can make is not
in land or factories or equipment, but in our minds --the one asset we can carry with us no matter
what the future holds, so we can make and remake our lives at every turn.

- We must never forget that one of the greatest sources of our strength throughout the Cold
War was a bipartisan foreign policy. Because our future was at stake, politics stopped at the water’s
edge. Now we need a non-partisan commitment to education --because education is the critical
national security issue for our future, and politics must stop at the schoolhouse door. That is why
America’s states and businesses, parents and teachers must work with us, above and beyond the old
~ divisions, to renew our schools --and | am pleased that a number of parents, teachers, and business

people could join us today.

In'my State of the Union address, I laid out a ten-point plan, a Call to Action for American
Education [hold up booklet], that describes the steps we must take --and the State of Michigan is
already doing many of the right things. We must help every child to read by the third grade --and I -

- am pleased that Michigan has already launched a state-wide tutoring effort to help our children learn
~ toread. I have proposed a similar model that can be applied in every state. The goal of our America
Reads initiative is to build a citizen army of one million volunteer tutors to make sure every child can
read independently by the third grade. We will use 35,000 of our AmeriCorps volunteers to mobilize
this army. We think we can get at least 100,000 of these volunteers from the ranks of the new work-



study students approved by Congress in the last budget. We must expand public school choice --as
Michigan is doing through its new charter schools. We must rebuild crumbling schools --a
- priority for Governor Engler as well. ‘

We also must open the doors of college wider than ever before. My national HOPE
Scholarships will make the first two years of college as universal as high school --a $1,500 tax credit
for the first two years of college and a $10,000 tax deduction for all college costs, plus expanded
IRA’s to save for college and the largest increase in Pell Grants in 20 years. We must give more of
our workers the ability to learn and to earn for a lifetime through my G.I. Bill for Workers
--transforming the tangle of federal training programs into a simple skill grant that goes directly into
workers’ hands.

My education plan is a comprehensive one. But any education plan can only be as strong as
the things our children learn each day. That is why our success depends upon holding our students
to the highest standards --making sure they learn the basics that will be the foundation of success in
the 21st Century. When 40% of our fourth graders do not read as well as they should --when
students in Germany or Singapore learn 15 to 20 math subjects in depth each year, while our students
often race through 30 to 35 without really learning them at all --we are not doing what we should to
prepare our children for a knowledge €conomy.

Let’s understand why these basics are so important. The point is not merely to teach our
children facts and figures, but to teach them the ability to think and reason and analyze --to give them
the tools and skills that will serve them in jobs and careers we cannot even contemplate today.

To compete and win in the 21st Century, we must have a high standard of excellence that all
states can agree upon. That is why, in my State of the Union address, I called for national standards
of excellence in the basics --not federal government standards, but national standards, representing
what all our students must know to succeed in the 21st Century. [ called on every state to test every
4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in math by 1999, to make sure these basic standards are
met.

We already have widely-accepted, rigorous national standards in both reading and math --and
widely-used tests based on those standards. Michigan and more than 40 other states have
participated in a test called the National Assessment of Educational Progress --which measures the
state’s overall performance against a high national standard of excellence. Just last week, we released
the annual assessment of math performance, and it shows that across the country our 4th, 8th, and
12th graders are doing better. Michigan’s score was among the most improved in the nation. Tens
of thousands of students across the country have also taken the Third International Math and Science
Study --a test that reflects the world-class standards our children must meet for the new era. In
January, I visited Northern Illinois, where 8th grade students from 20 school districts took that test,
and tied for first in'the world in science and came in second in math. We know it is the right standard
--and we know our children can meet it if they are challenged to do so.



Unfortunately, the current tests don’t provide individual scores; they only measure how an
entire state is doing. What we need are tests that will measure the performance of each and every
student, and each and every school. That way, parents and teachers will know how every child is
doing compared to students in other schools, other states, and other countries,

That is why I am presenting a plan to help states meet and measure the highest standards.
Over the next two years, our Department of Education will support the development of new tests for
4th grade reading and 8th grade math to show how every student measures up to the existing,
widely-accepted standards. The tests will be developed by independent test experts in consultation
with leading math and reading teachers. The federal government will not require them, but these tests
will be available to every state that chooses to administer them. 1 believe that every state must
participate, and that every parent has a right to honest, accurate information about their child’s
performance.

I am pleased that today Governor Engler and the Michigan Board of Education have
‘endorsed our plan to test our 4th graders to make sure they are meeting the challenge in
reading and our 8th graders to ensure they are measuring up in math. You have joined with
us in refuting the naysayers who claim that in a country as big as America, we can’t possibly
have common national tests in the basics. To them we say: from Maryland to Michigan to
Montana, reading is reading and math is math. We have plenty of standardized tests in
- America today; what we need are tests that reflect standards --and they are two very different
things. If we are serious about holding our children to the highest standards, every state in
America must follow Michigan’s lead -- take up our challenge, and test our children in the
same rigorous way.

If anyone understands the importance of high standards, it is the businesses that will depend
upon our children in the 21st Century. They know that only by ensuring that we have the
best-educated, the best-trained, the best-skilled workforce in the world can we compete and win.
Last month the national Business Roundtable also endorsed our call for national tests in 4th
grade reading and 8th grade math. Together with America’s parents, teachers, and
lawmakers, they will join our crusade to make American education the best in the world.

To reach high standards, we must also have the best teachers. For years, educators have
worked to establish nationally accepted credentials for excellence in teaching. Just 500 of these
teachers have been certified since 1995. My new budget will enable 100,000 to seek national
certification as master teachers. [Michigan is headquarters for this effort]. - We should reward and
recognize our best teachers --quickly and fairly remove those few who don't measure up --and
challenge more of our finest young people to consider teaching as a career.

Raising standards will not be easy. Some of our children will not be able to meet them at first.
But good tests will show us who needs help, what changes in teaching we must make, and which
schools need to improve. We’re not doing right by our students when we set low expectations. For
too long, too many students have moved through our schools who could not read and write at the

P



most basic levels. That is why, in addition to the 4th and 8th grade national tests we are Urging,
states should develop their own comprehensive benchmarks of what students should know to move
up in school, and to graduate from high school. It’s time to put an end to social promotions, and
make sure a high school diploma really means something --not to put our children down, but to lift
them up.

Throughout my career in public life --as a Governor, and as President --I have worked harder
on education than on any other issue. That is because renewing education, raising our standards, and
lifting up our schools is the embodiment of everything we must do to prepare for the 21st Century
--to promote opportunity, demand responsibility, and build community. Nothing will do more to
open the doors of opportunity to every American. Nothing will do more to awaken a sense of
responsibility from every American, as they work to make the most of their education. And nothing
will do more to build a strong, united community of all Americans --for if every American has the
tools to succeed we can move forward together, as one America.

When it comes to providing the tools to succeed, our other great challenge is helping to move
the permanent underclass into our growing middle class. Working together, we ended the old welfare
system. Over the past four years, we worked with 43 states to launch welfare reform experiments,
moving a record 2.25 million people off our nation’s welfare rolls. Here in Michigan, you used your
waiver to move people off the welfare rolls [Michigan facts to come]. Now we
have enacted landmark national welfare reform, to make responsibility a way of life all across
America. :

That legislation brought an end to the old welfare system --but it was really a new beginning.

Now that we have demanded that those on welfare take responsibility, we must all take responsibility

to see that the jobs are there, so people on welfare can become permanent members of the workforce.
.Our goal must be to move two million more Americans off welfare by the year 2000.

I have challenged the nation’s businesses to join in this effort, and I have a offered a plan to
help them: Tax credits and other incentives for businesses to hire people off welfare; incentives for
job placement firms and states to create more jobs for welfare recipients; training, transportation, and
child care to help people go to work. 1 urge Michigan’s businesses, non-profits, and religious

_organizations --large and small --to heed this important call. Each and every one of us must fulfill
our responsibility --indeed, our moral obligation --to make sure that those who now must work, can
work.

The most direct and effective steps must be taken by the states. The legislation we passed
gives states the authority, for the very first time, to take the money that had been used on welfare
checks, and subsidize private sector paychecks. Missouri began doing this under one of our waivers
--and it is working. Now 1 challenge every state to follow their example. Use the new flexibility you
have been given. Turmn those welfare checks into paychecks. There is no better way to find jobs for
welfare recipients, or to keep them employed.



Second, I uirge you to use the money saved from welfare reform to make sure that even more
people can move from welfare to work.

And I urge every state and every Governor, Republican or Democrat, to join with me to get
Congress to restore basic health and disability benefits when misfortune strikes immigrants who came
to this country legally, who work hard, pay taxes and obey the law. To do otherwise is simply
unworthy of a great nation of immigrants. ‘

We passed historic welfare reform --giving states the authority and flexibility they had asked
for for years. We were right to do it. Now states must live up to their responsﬂ);hty, and help us
finish the job.

On education reform, on welfare reform, on all our major challenges --let us build new
partnerships across old lines of responsibility. Preparing for the 21st Century is not a job for any one
level of government alone. Many of our greatest challenges do not fall under the authority of
Washington, nor should they. The power to solve our problems rests with all levels of government,
and all sectors of society --and that is where we must forge our solutions as well.

Together, we must seize this moment of opportunity, and prepare our people for the changes
and challenges of a new century. Together, we must renew our basic bargain of opportunity,
responsibility, and community, and give everyone the tools to make the most of their own lives. If -
we rise to that challenge, we will enter the 21st Century full of new promise and possibility, for all
who share a stake in the American dream.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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Charter enrollment zooms

’; umnumo
" nd?ﬂ!suﬂlur§;§2
umsgr; (‘l'he number - of
ter schools over the past -
year, with 37 schools and -

of Education said

nmberofchanersdmujumpad'

to 73 from 36.
- “It's been a series of court cases

for Gow.
John M. Engler, a strong support-
erofﬂ:emovement.

‘ -However, the statewide trend
dodged Seginaw’s four: charter '

sehools, where enrollments stayed
about the zame. ~ y

20°d 17:21
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enrdhdau« volved,'snd our students are more

‘ -dantslut andtﬂa
m,mvmmhl
; s focuses on. trou-
Died 1 -t , has 15 students,.. -

- up from year. i -0 ¢
”Northlane Math and Science

“Our pareats

e
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educated nbout careers and

lic school enroll-

-'year v&. 459 4 year ago. -
.+ Statewide, -
- ment grew. just 3 percent, to

from 1.817,379 n

Cﬁﬁﬁjﬁm wm&-
state just as other public schools
mmwﬁemm
schools: are often im
muhhrgeurbandistxm

Observers say it's the

" . charter school movernent
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He School

shows oft ﬂzﬂ i
MEAP an»1rsﬁznzéduorznmyota;mavzi

10 see if other city schools can benefit

It's time to stop calling the 3143« ldma.!mror
Henry Park Elementary School an experiment. By
one important, objective measure, state tesn’.ng, ﬁenry
has become a deﬁnite succass story.

Grand Rapids Board of Educstion memban should
study what has turned around this school, where stu-
dents once were among the weakest performers in the
district. Many other Grand Rapids elementary schools
desperately need the same help.

Henry, in a poor Southeast Side neighborhood, thme .

school years.sgo started receiving special assistance
to bring the curriculum and classroom conditions in
line with those at Thornapple Elementary School in
the Forest Hills School District. Class sizes were:re-
duced, and money was raised publicly and privately to
purchase new materials and ment. Scores of vol-
unteers were brought m to tutor the smdemx. S

The trend in test scores at Henry has been steadily
upward. In 1992, no Henry fourth graders scored sat-
isfactorily on the reading portion o Mlchﬁn

Assessment Program (MEAP) test. In 1996,

ucatio
263 ercent scored in the highest e, “satisfacto-
ry.” The percentage of students who fell into the low-

est category, called “low,” mpmwd from 65.7 percent
in 1993 to 50 percent Jast yaar. in math also
have been impressive. In 1992 uat 8 percent of the
students were satisfactory and ercent were low.
Last'year, 30.8 percent scored sa
low rate dipped to 34.6 percent.

Even more significant perhups is that most schools

mMF%houtthemteacoredmmOnthe 1996
tests than in 1995 showed about 25

cent improvement. The now for Grand

ids school board members is trying to ﬁgumouthow

to transfer Henry's relarive success to other schools.

. There’sa lot to be done.

Fewerthanathi:do!allendm ds«hgm!en
scored satisfuctorily on MEAP rea tests. Fewer
than 40 percent reached that mnda:ﬂ in math. A

e

0 °d AT Al

- bility to do their jobs. The school

actorily, while the -

26, 7 dBd

g A me B

A kY

...

closer look shows that theiaverages

down by schools in the inner dty. where :':n-gne and
drugs are ent and two-parent families are not.
Noneoft e schools came e to Henry’'s MEAP

scores. 16.9 peroent of Hall Elementary School
s scored utisfadcrﬂy in readmg at
Oakdaie, 15.8 percent; Harrizon Park, 15.1 percent;

Sigabee, 14.7 percent; Franklin, 13 rcent mpus,
13mnr&mlzlgemt, lzdsonhrk, 10

percent: and Buchanan,

ﬂdnﬁtharobvimlyammbeexpomd o those
schools Henry’s principal, Ruth Jones, who has
t order to the school. She also has hired a
num ";l of newmmhm m;o m ot}%crsjwho were
u s. Jones can'’t
be oned, 1 board members can hire principals
who are motivated and w them flexi.
also needs the
help of the teachers’ union, the Grand Rapids. Educa-
tion Association. There must:be a wage incentive pro-
gram so that good teachers are willing to work in the
neediest schools. That requires a change in union atti- -
tude and the teacher contract, which puts seniority
shead of all else in determming facu!ty assignments.

School board members pmbab!y cannot afford 1o du.
licate the money put into Henry. More than $1.5 mil-
onmgulpmen:nnd supplies has been purchaged.
But it's that the schools, in poor nexg%horhoods
ne;d mor mmputers, encyclopediu Hbrary books
and maps. ;

The Little things st Henry also ‘can be copied. Students
must wear uniforms, which:has turned attentions
somewhat from social status to studies. But most im-
po , the school gtresses student attendance nnd
involvement. The attendance rate has crep

uptoammmpemmln 1992. Paremx m

to get involved in their children’s education
by anending teacher conferences and home-
work. The school's Parent Teacher Associa on was
revived and is now strong. :

There is genuine in the sccomplishments at
Hemy Grand Rapids’ low MEAP scores no longer can

be explained away g8 the best that can be expected in
difficult conditions. The school board should use
Henry as a model and try to reform one or two mote
inner city achools right away. A focused effort is the
best way to aftract community | involvement and dol-
lars where necessary. It’s unmuonuble to an ite -
that Hemry or the other schdols will reach Thor-

napple’s test scores anytime soon. But Ms. Jones and

herteadaeuhxveshownthatwuhalotofhardwork.

the obstacles found in the city’s most poverty-stricken
neighborhoods can bé reduced in the classrooms.

)
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State’s charter schools

are burstmg at the seams
~The downsnde is large, ' “ﬁpm:mwwm
urban districts lose twice that many, but Lansing
under budget cuts. M Superintendent Richard Halik said
the district has to wait for the dust
By Mark MSVCS to settle hfguam“mg how well

Gannert News Service ?"‘[ ‘70 ‘

The Lansing area’s charter
schools — incjuding Michigan's two
largest -~ are turning students
away as they prepare 10 open their
doors at or neer capecity.

That means more than 1,800
ares students will start the u:hml
year st one of the state’s 67 alter-
native schouh rather than a more
u—admonal pubhc or private set-

" °If we hsd.two schools, we'd’

have encugh students to il them,”
said Jim Warren, co-founder of the
myofB gwﬁ Tecknology an
my of Businesa
South Cedar Street. “We had 840-
some students apply to the school
this year, We are full up. I've got
waiting lists in every class.”
About 60 percent of Walter
French students come from the
Lansing School District, but athers

are from suburban districts and -
~ parachial schools, Warren said.

And organizers of other charter
schools aay the majority of thexr
stadents come from the

. School District’s pool of 20,000 stu-

dentx,
Each student who attends a

charter school brings 5,800 in_

state money with them.

~ schools already cut 88 million and

86 positions from this year’s bud-

. as many as 400 students because

of charter schools and schools of

60 7 JBW

0163-G£¢-21G: X4

it estimated. Even if only half the
1.800 expected: charter school stu-

dents come from the Lansing dis-
mcl.:twouldm 2 lossofmore
than 88 ml]am :

“If the schogl district was ade-
quately funded, it would not be &
crisis,” Halikisaid. “But when
you're bolding oo by your finger-
nails, and you're further drained of
funds it beeomec more of a con-
cern.*

Large, urban dmtncu tradi-
tionally Jose under plans where stu-

dents are allowed to pick and

choose schools as they flee per-
ceived blcaoty pmblcml and seek
more ad\uhuu. Halik

said.

Some upen facilities and
the politic: chmate fed by Gov.
John Eogler’s strong palitical push
for charter schools has heiped
artract the gtata’s two largest char-
ter schools to Lansing, he said.
Acodemy, a hnderganen through
fifth.grade schoal opening Sept. 16
in the former Michigan School for
the Blind, is the state’s largest

- charter achool vxth 690 students.

Walter French’s 672 students put
it second in Michigan. The next
largest school is'the Detroit School
of Industrial Arts with an enroll-

The &eademy of Detroit is

aceepting 667 student.s at three

Detroit-area !omuons
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~ Engler backs dipl

Heﬂmphs'schodv

BY PEGCY WALSR-SARN
uﬂuzuwﬂﬂﬁﬂnzzfu‘?7
Gow John P.ngler plaps 10 Yake 2
persapal interest in giving stidems a
reason o take the saie High School
Proficency Test. his spokesman said
Wednesday,

The governor =il pressure yniver
sity afficials and business leaders to
ask for the diploma endorsements
the test confers when they admit of
hire graduates. John Truscott said.

His statement foliowed a report
that more than half the parents of
juniors in Birmingham’s high schools
and almost onesthird of lhost at Troy

High Schoo! signed waivers opting
their children out of thetest.

Suate officials say the waivers were
intended for students with dissbifiies

~ pot good students fearing Gilure.

“QObviously, the waiver process is
being seriously abused.® Truscont
said. “Ir's ce:mn}} brought the wrob

lem to our antention and we pln o

address it*

“The 11-hour tesss in math. writing,
reading and science allow students

S0'd T swZl

6. 7 JBW L

Mwhamhbvmkvd)me
“povice” mumm
Others who score below “novice®
_receive 2 “nol’yet novice” score,
which is not siamped on heir v

SCTipKs. i

" Manay of the parents fear their
students could be labeled failures —
&mmrawdmuhuuﬁhhhamnu
admissions test scores — if they did
not earn endorsements.

If a waiver is granted and the

student does not ake the tera. poth-
ing is stamped on the diplomz or
tanacript. Only one-third of stdents
earned endorsements in science snd
istered last year. Less thas half
earned endorsements in math and
reading.
'megovemrmmﬂumethe
unmlhrwzb !htmeSl."v
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danmdzt

mwmmm
offcal concted Wedoes

yw-oldmisam&wfor
them.

"Wlmdmhltltusabou!mc
nudeauhtkcmundmd potentisl
performsnce? Moreover, what does &
lellmlhnvedoa‘uhudyhne"
ssked Wiliams Turner. director of
mm:mummsmuW

Julie Petersos. » spokeswummas for
the University of Michigan, sxid the
proficiency tests may be useful In
assessing high school achleverment,
::?hey'releshelpfu!tomm

“We giready usc '3 sumber of
mbm«ﬁnﬂn&eﬁmﬂd

here.
Madmm:huﬂnACfmd
SAT hswdunoushwmda
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test

predictor the high schoel mﬁnenq
ext woyld be.” Peterson

State Rep. Sharon Gire,
of the House Education Cammiute,
s34 her-commintee will study testing
issues siter Easter. Members want
more information. she said.

“We h:vemqum shout it
on both sides of the asle.” Gire taid,
“We need 1o go back and really ke a
close look at that, with the sue
basrd, prior 1o anything detng tied to
this with the students’ funires.”

Jim Sandy. director of the Michi-
gan Busginess Leaders for Edycation
Excellence. said businesses aren't
sure what 10 make of the test or
endorsements.

“Based on the waffling we're get
ting from the policymakers. and the
lack of courage from the people who
are supposed 10 be supporting the
test and puting it forward, it's preay
hard expect business 10 say, ‘We're
on board. ” Sandy said.

Eduegtion writer Tracy Van Mm

lekem contributed 1o this report,

AI0 SY¥IB448 JIENd
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Successful systemic change as envisioned by the M:chtgan Depanment of Education (MDE) is a
long-term process. Many pieces and levels of the state’s education system and suppomng
community systemns must be transformed and better linked in order for the system to become
effective. Technology and telecommunications are critical components in the educational reform
effort and the restructuring of instructional delivery systems. Several major initiatives
demonstrate Michigan's commitment to improving the educational system through technology
and telecommumcanons and have uniquely positioned the state o succeed in this effort:

° In May of 1992, the SBE adopted a comprehensive five-year State Technology Plan to
assist schools in their planning for, and mplemenlatlon of educational technology. In
1990, the Slate Board ot Education (SBE) adopted 14 goals in a document entitied
'Education: Where The Next Century Bsgins. The' devalopmenl of a technology plan was an
essential goal. ‘Since the adoption of the State Teehnology Pian, the MDE has been
working dlllgently to support the recomrnendanons urging the use of technology to
transform teacher and student roles in Michigan classrooms. The recommendations
contained in the Plan have broad implications for the restructuring of the educational
system and préparing workers with the necessary technological skills for employment.

e« In his “1993 Plan for Fleformmg Michigan Schools,” Governor John Engler cailed for
the “creation of the Michigan Information Network in order to access information from
around the world.” This was followed by P.A. 335 of 1993 which required the
preparation of a state plan to create a Michigan Information Network (MIN). Once
implemented this Network will link each local and intermediate school district,
community college, independent nonprofit college or university, and local or regional
library on an equal basis by fiber optic, or coaxial cable or other comparable system
allowing a world-class statewide interactive video and data access and exchange system.
As Michigan has taken steps to enhance its telecommunications intrastructure, MDE has
worked closely ‘with the Governor's Office, the Department of Management and Budgel
the Michigan Publuc Service Commission, and the private sector.

° in 1992, Ameri lech and the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) identified a
substantial sum of money In “excess eamings,” that would otherwise be refunded to
ratepayers, and dedicated it to distance learning projects in Michigan. A “ratepayers’
fund” ultlmately provided about $10.5 million for educational telecommunications
projects in the istate, while Ameritech created a‘'matching fund of comparable size. By
October 1994, ‘eight projects were awarded money from the ratepayer’s fund. Statewide
projects were approved for Merit Network, Inciito establish local dial-up access to the
Internet from every calling area in Michigan, arid for the Michigan Community College

Association to complete a statewide compresseéd video network linking the state’s
....... . salfcoas Damianal neniante earvinaiavans aran Of Qhﬁ state ware BnDrOVed.
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most emphasizing data networks, but some hawng a video component The ratepaye:s
- fund was administered by the MPSC, while Ameritech’s matchmg funds were '

‘administered by the company. : .

Beginning in July 1998, all Michigan teacher preparation institutions were required by
P.A. 335 of 1993 to demonstrate that teacher education candidates have, in addition to
knowledge of research-based teaching and high academic achievement, working
knowledge of modem technology and use of computers for teaching and leamning. This
legislative requrrement supponts recommendations contained in the State Technology
Plan calling for professional development for Michigan's iearning community, as well as
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the ongoing prlonty to provide training and suppoﬂ for teachers to use technology and
integrate it into the curriculum. !

in addnlon to the abovo major Initiatives, several other notewonhy activities exemphfy the
various collaborative efforts to advance the developmentiand use of new technolog&as in the

" educational setting to nmprove student learning. s

Ty

s In 1993, a Technology and Telecommumcanons Planning Advasory Group (TTPAQG) to the
State Superintendent of Public Instruction was estabhshed to enhance planning efforts
for the devolopment use and access to, technology and telecommunications. The TTPAG is
comprised of representatives from over 40 key educational and business stakeholders to
make recommendations regarding the implementation of the State Technology Plan. This
is the first time that Michigan's broad educational community has come together to
articulate a shared vision for the }mplementanon of educational technology on a stalewide

scale. t;;

. Since 1994, Michugan has panticipated in the national Star Sohools initiative as a
member of the Great Lakes Collaborative (GLC) through the Education Connection
Network (ECNet"‘) The project has provided a'K-12 mathemnatics and science
instructional support system to schools, enablang access to a full spectrum of innovative
worldwide resources through the use of multipie interactive telecommunications and
multimedia technologies. While federal funding for the GLC was discontinued in 1995,
the project has:continued, under the Goals 2000 program, in its mission to improve
instruction by integrating educational resources with technological development and 1o
support teachers and students through the use of applied instructional technology.

i

. The Michigan Statewide Systemic Initiative (MSSI), a National Science Foundation
project which serves as a catalyst and guide for systemic instruction reform in
mathematics and science, has joined with the GLC to further the achievement of Goals
2000 statewide: Tha efforts of both entities are closely integrated with Michigan's
statewide plannmg process for school improvement for educational technology. The
project is helpmg to position students for partncnpauen in the national infrastructura

" for education and telecommunication that are curremly underway.

i .'
«' b

. An effort is now underway in Michigan by a consortium of educators, business and

‘ government representatsves to establish a Mschigan Tech Corps chapter. Tech Corp i8 a
national, non-profit organization of technology voluntesrs funded by the business
community, helping to improve K-12 education at the grass roots through effective
‘integration of technology into the learning environment. The organization utilizes the
abilities of skilled volunteers across the country in an effort to prepare students,
teachers, and schools for the 21st century., Tech Corps Michigan, now in its fourth
month of crgamzatlon has 55 members. Tech Corps Michigan provudes a unique
partnership which enables the public and pr:vata sectors 10 support the development of
new laarmng technologles into Michigan’s schooi

. Michigan school digtricts are demonstrating the|r commitment to the development of new
applications and the use of technology to suppon the school reform effort, as well as
their ability to successfuﬂy compete in the national Challenge Grants for Technology in
Education program. The Meivindale-Northern ‘Allen Park Public Schools have
successfully competed at the national level and was recently named as one of 24 new
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f;' . l
fiscal yoar 1996 grants awarded under the natlonal Challongo Grants for Technology in
Education program The project, The Michigan Collaborative for Cross-Site Technology
which includes a consortia of 14 school districts, Michigan State University, and the
Henry Ford Muuum. will use the World Wide Web-and distance leaming over the
Iintemet to lmprovo student leaming. The grant will provide $6.5 million over five
years,

Y
x

o In 1995, the Nowaygo County Intermedilate School District consontium was awarded a
. Technology Challonge Grant for its Newaygo County Advanced Technology Service project.
The project brlngs together a consortium of public, private and non-profit institutions
to implement a comprehenslve plan to improve the. education process in a rural school
district through the development and maintenance of an advanced fiber optic cable
telecommunlcatlons network. i
,..3 _

° Under Michigan's Goals 2000 grant mlﬂatlve the SBE has supported a user-oriented
assessment on how MOE collects, processes, analyzes and disseminates education
information. The mtent is 1o provide an effective statewide communication and
technology supporg systemn for schoois. The partners in this initiative, the Genesee
Intermediate School District. Merit Network, Inc., Michigan State University, and The
University of Michigan are working with MDE to develop a prototype system which will
result in a set of Intomet based strategies for streamlining and improving the analysis
and turn-around of information. Funding provided:by the Goals 2000 fund source have
leveraged substamial additional support for this effort from the private soctor

These and other |n|tlativea demonstrate Michlgans commltment from both the public and

. private sectors, to the expanded use of technology to improve education and the achlovomcnt of
technology literacy in our schools. A measure of the State’s success in linking school reform
efforts with a greater emppasus on technology will be a systarn of continuous improvement that
ensures that all students, regardless of background, ability, or disability, will acquire the
knowledge and skills nocefi;sary to succeed in a rapidly changing sociely.
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Goal 1 - All teachers in the Nation will have the training and support they need
to heip students learn through computers and the information superhighway.

. !
Excerpted from Recommendations 5, 9 and 19:

The state technology plan recommends the integration of technology-based educational programs
throughout the curriculum and, critically important to this specific recommendation, the plan
strongly supports professional development programs to:ensure the technological corhpetency of
preservice teachers, ag weil as to upgrade the technological skills of teachers, administrators,
ancillary statf, parents, .community members and local boards of education. The SBE is on '
record in favor of helping educators to become more aware of various technologies and
technology services that may be available to educational institutions at little or no direct cost.
The impact of technology on teachers in particular, and their role in the adoption of technology
into the existing school structure is extremely important, yet until recently too often
overlooked. Since the SBE adopted these recommendations, legislation was approved in Michigan
that requires new teachers to have a working knowledge of modern technology and the use of
computers. Along this:same line, the MDE's Office of Teacher Centification is currently
exploring the creation of a technology endorsement for certified teachers. o

1y i
A

Goal 2 - All teachers and studontt wil! have modtm computer: in their
classrooms, { i

Eiu:erpted from Recommendation 1: v

i ‘ - :

The SBE’s support for feachers and students having access o modem computers is explicit in its
recommendation that educational institutions must recognize the many new technological skills
“which are_needed by current and future workers, as well as the information skills required by a
literate, educated citizenry. Such skill levels cannot be easily attained if students must learn
using outdated, outmoded computers and related equipment. In 1986, the computer/student
ratio in Michigan was reported to be one computer for every 35 students. According to a 1990
national survey of the number of computers in K-12 schools, conducted by Quality Education
Data of Denver, Michigan's computer/student ratio was equal to the national average of 1:22.
Based upon a 1989 MDE survey, that ratio was expected to be reduced to one computer for every
16 students. ‘ ,

Goal 3 - Every clntroom will be connocted to the information superhighway.

1 5 !

A

Excerpted from Recommondaﬂons 7,°13, 14, 3, 6, 10: and 12

i ,
The SBE encouraged the establishment of “ a statemdei tolecommunlcations system and a
‘gateway’ for voice, video, and data accessible by all citizens and educational institutions.” This
recommendation was émong the first calls for a statewide telecommunications network in
Michigan, a concept that evolved into the development of a virtual “Michigan Information
Network™ that would serve as Michigan's link to the national information superhighway for
schools, libraries, med:ai facilities, government offices and citizens.

Also encouraged by tho state technology plan was laglslatwe action to ensure affordable access to
infarmation, communications, and broadcast services.for educational institutions. Lawmakers
approved the Michigari Telecommunications Act (MTA); effective January 1, 1992, as one of the
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first state laws 10 emph9stze the provision of telecommunications services in a competitive
market to help reduce coats to all users, including education. The law also confirmed the right
for educational lnstmnlo?ns 1o own and operate telecommunication systems largely free of state
‘regulation. In 1985, the MTA was amended to allow most educational institutions to sell excess
telecommunications capacity up to 25 percent of the lnshtutlon s total capacity. Combined with
the excess eamings case of Ameritech that was channeled through MPSC, the MTA helped create a
foundation for the MIN and rallied educational institutions and organizations, the MDE and the
recently created Office, of the Michigan Information Network (Michigan Department of '
Management and Budget) around the goal connecting Michigan classrooms and the citizens of the
state to the mforrnation superhnghway

Accompanying this apgllcation in the state technology plan are recommendations for minimum
telecommunications capabilities for every educational building and every classroom at an
educational institution, ;including teacher preparation facilities, that would make connections to
.the information superhighway feasible. The plan advocates that each building be equipped with
a computer network, ﬂber optic technology, cable television access and sateliite signal
reception, while each classroom should have a telephone access, computer, videodisc player,
videocassette recorder. and telavlsnon/momtor g

Other recommendauons of the SBE that support access to the information superhighway from
every classroom mclude a call for strategic planning on both a local and a regional baslis to
better utilize tochno!ogy in tearning, teaching and communication; a recognition that atfordable
access lo information, communication and broadcast services is essential for educational
institutions, while optuons for more stable funding of technology systems must be developed and
institutionalized; plus an acknowledgment that facilities renovations and construction standards
should be developed to help design technologically nch learning environments ln older school -
buﬂdmgs in Michlganf

Goal 4 - Effective *and engaging software and onllne Ieamlng resources will be
an integral part nf every school currlculum..

K X
Excerpted from Recommendations 13, 14, 19, 18 and%‘21:

;$

The SBE‘s recogmtton of the importance of effective softwara and on-line leam!ng resources s
reflected in its recommendations for minimum techno!ogy specifications for each educational
building and classroom, as well as recommendations that teachers receive the training
necessary to incorporate technology into the curricuiim. Effective software and on-line
learning resources, like modemn hardware and professional training, contribute greatly to
fulfilling two other SBE recommendations: the establishment of a computer ngtwork accessible
by all educational instituﬂons and K-12 classroom teachers; and the enhancement of school-
home communications using voice mail and similar computer-based telecommunications
technologies. It is understood that a techncloglcaﬁy rich learning environment, complete with a
wide variety of leammg resources and innovative communications opportunities, requires up-

to-date hardware, software and training.

MDE's expensnce and success with on-line sorvlces‘ ptov!ded through the Gopher ‘and World
Wide Web Servers documents the importance of on-kne learning resources. Access to the
Servers, which are desngned to facilitate commumcatlon and information sharing between MDE
and the pubiic, has fisen to 4,500 retrievals per weekday and to over 3,000 per day on
the weekends, totaling over 2 million retrievals to date Half of these retrievals occur outside

normal working hours allowmg MDE to serve the public mare effectively.
1§
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- Remarks by State Board of Education President, Mrs. Kathleen Straus
' February 20, 1997 :

b

Thank you for giving me, as President of the State Board of Education, an opportumty to share my
vision with you today. Jhope my thoughts will help guide the Board in bringing improved student

learning toall students in Michigan.
;i

Throughout my tenure on the State Board I have supponed many efforts to reform and i improve
public education. I stand- by those efforts and firmly beheve that the moves toward higher standards

-and greater accountability have and will continue to 1mprove learning for our children. But I have
an uneasy sense that weare still missing major components in our efforts, We have been tinkering
in a lot of areas, but haven’t pulled it all together. Let me set the stage for this discussion by giving
some facts that will he1p illustrate my points.

° One in fqyr children in Michigan live in poverty.

. One in thfree Michigan students receive free or reduced lunch.
ei ;-ri

. Seventcen percent of Michigan families have annual incomes of less than ,
$15 000 : v

* Nearly one in five households are headed by a single parent.

° Four of every ten middle grade students in chhlgan are unsupemsed after
school. ’

®  The avcrage monthly cost of child care is $3 88,

l
o In Mcmgan 23% of adults over age 18 do not have hxgh school diplomas.

° Studies show that the poorer children are;: the more they tend to be overweight and
unhealthy
® Schools have cut back on physical educatlon classes and cities have substantially

reduced pubhc recreation programs.

\; o+

®  Ilicit drug use is greater among high school students in America than in any
other mdustnahzed nation in the world,

These facts illustrate that our society has changed fairly dramatically since we were growing up:
Much of the change is a.direct result of demographic changes in our society. Today many children
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either go to a babysitter% a-day care center, or home to an empty house. For the most part after
school time is play time, sometimes supervised, somctlmes not Help with homework is not always
_ available. ;

But let’s focus on what!does go on during those three hours between school and the time when
parents come home from work. Some situations may be éducational and well supervised, but many
are not. Many depend on television as a babysitter. Consider what they see -- soap operas? talk
shows? movies? What else goes on during those afternoon hours? Certainly no time is more private,
less directed or supemsed and more available for teenage sex, introduction to drug use and the
formation of gangs. Aﬁemoon hours are generally not being used productively by or for our children.

How about evenings? Parents get home from a full day’s work at 6:00 p.m. Mom has to fix dinner,
eat dinner, do dishes, shop if necessary (evenings or weekends), clean house, and pay bills. Dad is
busy with other household chores including cutting the lawn, shoveling snow (and yes we want
greater parent participation in our schools) and on and on. Oh, yes, and help the kids with their
homework. Now that presents another problem. In many cases parents do not have either the time
or the educational background to be able to help the kids with homework. Even those of us who
have time and a good educational background are ﬁndihg more and more that what the kids are
learning in high school and even middle school or junior hlg.h far surpasses what we learned in school,
particularly in math, science and technology. With the body of knowledge now doubling every three
years, most of us can’t kecp up. So who is available to help kids with their studies?

i .
A few other examples ﬁ.-u;ther illustrate the problem. We khow that proper nutrition is important to
learning. We’ve done something about that through the school breakfast and school lunch programs.
We also know that proper physical exercise actually improves our ability to learn. Unfortunately,
only about half of the kids participate in organized sports. Hardly any of the rest engage in regular
physical exercise. In other words about half of our kids get no regular physical exercise. Does your
child take music lessons? Religious instruction? Have a job? Need to see a doctor or a counselor?
Or need a tutor because of learning problems? Who provides transportation to these activities? And
when? And at what costﬁare all the extras? Day care takes all the extra money many Americans can
muster. }f _ it :

i ‘ 1“,% .
We don’t have to thmk long and hard to identify a host! of areas that we are perfectly capable of
addressing that could, and I believe would, have dramatic results in many of the areas that currently
cost society millions of dollars each year and currently keep our kids from learning to their potential.
I'm referring to problems such as crime, drugs and teen pregnancy. America ranks first in teenage
pregnancy rates among industrialized nations at 14% with the next closest country at only 7%.
So what is the solution? 1 believe the solution lies in creatirig a system of education that is responsive
to the changing demographics and meets the needs of our modern day families, Whether we like it
or not, time and families have changed. Now it is time to change our schools to meet these needs.

=g
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1 propose full day, full service schools where ch11dren are engaged in developing their minds and their

vig

bodies in safe educatlonal envnronments %

Between 8:00 and 5:00 students would be engaged in educatlonal activities. Educational activities

‘would include academlc class work, physical exercise, vocational training, study periods, arts,
“tutoring, and other a.ctmtles which parents would choose for their children. The day would also

include necessary break ‘time, regardless of the grade, to give students the needed down time to
refocus their energies. In the upper grades, parents might opt for a son or daughter to work in the
community for a couple of hours or have release time for religious instruction, But whatever the time
away from school between 8:00 and 5:00, it is at the parent’s discretion and the school would have
a record of the parent’s! request In this system parents would make the choices and would know
where and what their children are doing. They would be assured that their kids would be actively
engaged in something useful Best of all for students who need additional help, the help would be

"available to them. Work would get done in most cases beforc they go home. This is a system where

students spend “more tune on task,” whether it is for extra activities beyond the basics or on the
basics themselves. This is a system that recognizes that kids learn at different rates; accommodates
fast, average and slow leamers and makes certain that adequate time is spent in well supervised
learning environments. f .

" Because the schools would be fhlEy functional all day, activities could be spread throughout the day.

The day would not have to be broken into academics in the first part and other activities in the late
aftenoon. Having a full/service school all day is one of the reasons this proposal works. Teacher,
teacher aides and vo!unteers from the community would assure that all activities are appropriately
staffed and monitored. :

b Yie
H
3

Full service schools should also have a full complement of needed social services available on site.
Basic health care could help to keep children healthy and in school rather than at home. The
problems associated w1th immunizations, for example, would be much easier to handle if done right
on site at the nclghborh?od school. il

Teen pregnancy robs our teens of their youth, many educational opportunities and costs society
millions of dollass each year. Gangs, which have no better time to form and be active than in the
afternoon, rob our childrén of their freedom and in many cases their lives.. In 1995 41% of Michigan-
students Surveycd had trled marijuana one or more times, and over one quarter of those surveyed
used marijuana one or more times during the previous 30 days. If we can lower any.or all of these
by keeping our kids in school challenged and occupied during those hours they are most free to get
into trouble, the cost will; ‘be small in comparison. I also beli ieve that the costs will not be significantly
higher. We will need more aides to help in the classroom, with tutoring and other activities that may
not require certified teachers but we won’t need sxgmﬁcantly more teachers. The facilities are
heated, lighted and available, and we have the expertise to challenge remediate and meet the needs
of most of our studems? : g
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I would like to see us st0p nnkermg around the edges, look’ careﬁ:lly at the demographic changes of
our society and make some far reaching decisions that will truly address the néeds of our parents and
children. In the upcoming two years as president of the State Board of Education, I intend to push ‘
an agenda aimed at building a full service-full day education system that will provide the services
needed by each child to be successful and healthy. I would like to hear from school districts that
already have similar programs I firmly believe that if the program is well conceived and executed,

the district will have to tum away students because their schools will be fuil.

In the upcoming weeks the State Board of Education w111 be working to develop a list of priority
items for policy development to 1mplement this program : and others.
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Statewide Stanéar’ds in Michigan ] o

SN

=2

- T

- As part of thc school geforms in 1993, the Legislature ¢ enacted a system of high school proficiency
tests, whxch, when passed, would lead to endorsed diplomas. Related to these tests was the mandatory core
curriculum statewide standards, designed to prepare pupils for the higher level of learmng requircd by the
endorsed diploma program. i

v
i g

The High School Proﬂciency Test

In 1993 u system of istate endorsed diplomas was msntutcd Successful complétion of a high
school proficiency test leads to a diploma endorsernent. Diplomas may be awarded without endorsements,
depending on each school district’s standdrds. The proficiency tests are given in the 11th grade to test
knowlcdge appropriate for 10th graders. They cover mdth, science and communication arts (reading and
writing).

These tests are not rrgnmmum competency tests, but mstead were mtended by the Leglslature to
reflect high standards and thc skills that Michigan employcrs bcheve students need to be successful.

H}‘-

Mandatory Standards Reduced to a Model , 'z

Late in 1995, the Leglslature amended the School Code to rcduce the required core curriculum
content standards to an optional model. Schools are thérefore now frce to teach below the state standard.
In August of 1996, High School Proficiency Test results revealed that less than half of our high schoolers
scored well enough to receive endorsements on their diplomas. Recent MEAT scores are down around the
state as well. Many argue that a mandatory core curriculum, adopted as a part ol the endorsed diploma .
program, would have forced! every school to teach up to the level of this statcwide minimum standard.

Nearly 87 percent of parents who rcsponded o apoll conducted by the State Board favored requu'cd _
content standards, as did prominent busincss groups, including the MlChlgdn Chamber of Commerce,
Michigan Manufacturers Association and the Michigan Business Leaders for Education Excellence. Tn
addition, every maj or cducanon group is on record in opposﬁmn to model standards.

:
!

=

Cora Curriculum lncentlves ' :

&«z‘rv: g

Michigan House Democrats have mtroduced legzslatlon that would encourage the ddoptlon of the
statc model core curriculum ‘content standards by providing, through the State Aid Act, $5 per pupil to
school districts that adopt thesc standards. These payments are made to those ‘:chools that submit a
resolution to the Michigan iDepartment of Education stating that they have adopted the state model
content standards. ‘

S Ao

The Democratic Plan ;.
“I'the House bill on C;ore Curriculum Content Standards mirrors the President’s call for hu,her
national education standards. @
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- Charter Schools in Michiga'h

As of February 1997* 76 schools have been estabhshcd educating 12,620 students. The growth
of chartcr schools suggests that attention should be given to whether these schools offer a better option -
to our children and whether/the state should allow an unlnmted number of these school to opcn.

. Because charter schools have yet to prove themselves as good as or better than nclghborhood'.
public schools, this new law includes limits on the numbar of schools.

Mlchlgan House Democrats are concerned that while charter schools may represent an option
for educating parents, they should prove themselves before they are greatly expanded. To do this, they
must meet high educational standards, and oversight over the chartering procesa should be greatly
enhanced. Currently in Mlclngan sufficient oversight is rare

The fiscal 1997 gchool Aid budget bill addressed anothcr charter school problem. Many of these
schools were formerly pnvate schools. Knowmn as “conversion‘charter schools,” by law these schools must
advertise their charter school status, and establish a lottery if ‘applications exceed available spacc. Asa
public school, enrollment must be open to all apphcants prefercnce cannot be given to former studcnts of
the private school. Conversién schools remain a concern for ‘many Democrats: some conversion schools
showed a suspicious numbcr of private school students enrolling in the new charter school. ~

&

0

Reading Guarantee

The Michigan House Democrats are about to mrroduce Icglslanon that would increase reading’
abilities by prov1dmg fundmg for the tollawmg programs
v .
Full day kmdergartcn ¢; '
Additional teachers in Kindergarten to 3rd Grade tol reduce Leac:her/studcnt ratio to 15to 1
Teacher trammg demgnﬁd to allow K-3 teachers to takc advantage of the smaller classes
Parent training programs designed to enhance home enrichment and support the ‘curriculum
Family resource c,entcrs located near each school with social workers and school Hurses

i

The President’s Proposal

» . Create national edl.tcation standards and require all states adopt those standards by 1999.

. Create “America Reads, an initiative 1o increase the pcrccntage of ch graders that can read.
‘?1(
o Spend $5 billion on school construction. e
‘* o
The Democratic Plan } ' o

i ,
i

While the President’ s plan focuses on increasing reading scores through mentormg programs and
other out-of-school initiatives, the Michigan House Dcmocranc plan seeks to enhance the in-school
attention given to this problem

?f
]
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“Access to Higher Education
The MET Program |

) .
~ In 1986, the Leglslaturc respnnded to the rising coqts of postsecondary education by mtmatmg
an innovative plan to help fammcs save for college expenses.

Under Governor Jamcs Blachard, the Mcihgian Educauon Trust (MET) program wa introduced -
to allow parents to pay for their chidlren’s tuition--at sct--rates-ycars in advance. The theory was that
the state would get a better remrn on the investment by poolmg parents’ funds than families could obtain
with their own investrents :

lr

Shortly after Govemor Engler took office in 1951, the program was closed to new contracts.
At that time, an investment of $3,380 would guarnatee a newborn four years of tuition at nay Michigan
public university. Over 5 300 contracts were sold that year, with many purchasers opting for amonthly
payment plan. Some 53, 847 contracts were let from the-inception of the program in 1986.

In October 1996, the: Engler administration reopcncd enrollments. However, the cost of MET
contracts increased trcmeuduualy The cost of a contract in 1995 cost $19,808 compared to $6,745 in
1988. The effect on enrollments is rpedictable: In the program’s first three years, 54,627 people
enrolled. Now that the price has more than doubled, [he numbcr cnL people subimitting appllcatlons was
only 3,079. g ,

Tuition Tax Credit i

&

Legislation currently% pending before the Michigan ‘House, Democrats have proposed a $500

tuition tax credit for families maklng under $200,000.

“The President’s Proposal

Make the first two years of wllcgc education as common as a hlgh school dxploma through
«  HOPE scholarships, -

A $10,000 income tax deduction for college expenses, .

Allowing IRA wnhdrawals wnhout penalty for cducatnon expenses,

Increasing Pell g:rants

*® 0 O

The Democratic Plan i .y;ﬂ..‘

The President and the Michgian House Dcmocrats would provide grcdter access 10 hlgher
education for middle class tarmhes who otherwise may not be able to provide this advantage to their
children. .
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- Governor Engler's Pl'an" w

G¥" "
School District Accountab:hty Act 4

The Governor proposes that school districts be taken over by’ thc state if less than 20 percent of students
“pass the High School Pmﬁcxency Test,” or more than 25 percent drop out.

Only the Benton Harbor school district would qualify under the dropout standard. The following
districts qualify under the HSPT standard if a low pass-rate for all four subject matter tests is required:

Beecher

. Benton Harbor Buena Vista . Detroit
Highland Park

WeStwood Comm. ' Whitef‘ sh Willow Run

T N

If a low pass-rate on any gmg subject matter test is l;ufﬁs:lent 139 districts wﬂl quahfy
- o The recent trend in Repubhcan eduoatlon refonn has been to increase local control, except
‘ where political agendas like Governor Eng!er $ Sdmol Accountability Act require otherwise.

. This proposal adds to the Governor’s confused education policy. Orlgxmlly, he supported a
Mandatory Core Curm,ulum now he opposes it.

o He supported Site Bascd Decision Makmg, now he oppos'es it

0 He has often said he s for local control, now he upposes it. He now believes that bureaucrats
are better able 1o run schools than locally elected school boards, and to decide which students
should be expelled. » i

. Although he says he wants to make schools reSponsmle for the success ot their students, he

vetoed all pmfessmnal development fuuds last year...
. He professes to r4upp:c»rt parental choice, but does nét trust these same parcntq to elect school
board members or grapplc with financial d1fﬁcu1txcs

e . To base school tak:wvere on the High School Proﬂcxency Test, whllek it is still effectively in its

developmental stages, is misguided, and providing for the takeover of schools based on these
results is xrrcsponsﬂ)le

i
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ttment Accivities Since 19006

1 HURSDAY. FEBRUARY 27, 1997

Presiden ‘// a0 the first silling president since Theodore Roosevelt to address a
joint sess. =" ..avurc when he speaks to the House and Senate on Thursday, March 6, on
hig call fo, .l testing standards for education and other school performance improvement
issues. ; B )

Mr. Clinton will also discuss welfare réform in hie anges he would hke ta see to

the national welfare reform law passed !~

s » leader said he would briug
up the issue of transportatlon fund:

“tol.

standards for quality in

America’s schools,” said Whi. suncing the visit.

“The Dresident will dontin: “ 0

a9
Legislative and capital staff w ect of the nation’s chief
executive coming to the Capitc A ity clearing processes
and meetings were being held o _ on the specific time of
the president’s arrival and speec

The address will be oue of severa, d
standards. Ironically, thc annou
mughly tha sama tima 1t was anna '
sbudentts in the Naliuual Assessine.
students outpaced thc’inational avers

: 1 ndtional education

k Qb e Capitol came at

N the top gnarter ot

: / wwed thal Michigan
-urth and cnghth grados,

,.overuur John Engler. Mr. Clinton hus al-

- :
Mr. Clinton was invited to address the
ready addressed the Maryland leglslatt

-Senate Majority Leacler Dick Posthumus (R-Alto) sand t:he address shuws education unprovewment
is not & partisan issue. Michigan is a'leader in charter schoole and standardizod testing, and the
president’s appearance “should give us support in our efforts to make further improvements and -
create more charter schools he said. ‘

it

Speaker Curtis Hertel (D-Detroit) said Democrats in Michigan are already “working toward the
goals he has outlined for the schools of the 21 century. From Washington to Lansing, Democrats
led by Pregident leton are workmg to provide the education solutions Mlchlgans parents and
students need.” .

And Senate Minonty | Tpader John Cherry (1)-Cha) ga1d tha visit. symholwpq the continued NDemon.
cratic commitment to p1epan ing Michigan's students for the future.”

Mr Clinton is commg to Lansing the day aftér Mr. Engler and the four legislative leadera go to
Washington, D.C., to lobby for changes in the federal hlghway funding formula.
T‘l
- [ _ “-'3? o .
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS TO THE MICHIGAN STATE LEGISLATURE

MARCH 6, 1997

Acknowledgments: Mr. Speaker; Governor Engler....

I am especially honored at this pivotal moment in American history to become only the second -
sitting President ever to have addressed this legislature. Ninety years ago, at the dawn of the
Industrial era, Teddy Roosevelt, on his way to give a speech at what was then Michigan Agricultural
College, now Michigan State, stopped here to addressed a joint session of the Michigan legislature -
in this same room, at this same rostrum. You have since renovated this building to restore the same
charm, artistry and decorative splendor that was in place when Roosevelt visited. In 1907, America
was on the move. This building had only been wired for electricity two years prior to Roosevelt’s
visit. And Roosevelt made his trip from here to the college campus in a brand new automobile, built
+ by a Lansing company that was then just 10 years old. This year, Oldsmobile celebrates its centennial.

This too is a rare moment in American history. Peace and prosperity abound. We have just
completed four years where we produced more new jobs than any other four year period in our
history. And we are looking toward a world that is full of exciting new opportunities. Only a few
times before -- after World War II and at the start of this century when we were entering the
Industrial Era as a powerful and wealthy country at peace -- have we experienced anything like this:
We have an incredible responsibility -- in America and in Michigan. Thanks to the leadership of your
Governor, and the work all of you have done, your unemployment rate has literally turned around --
from 7.4 percent in 1993 to 4.7 percent today. You have added more than 380,000 new jobs. Your
welfare rolls have dropped 30 percent. And student achxevement has risen and more schools are
meeting the high standards you have set. Thmgs are good and gettmg better..

‘But this is a moment of choice. We cannot afford to squander this moment in complacency
or division. We dare not muss this chance to decide what kind of future we want for America in the
21st century, and then to work together to build it. This is a time for us to build a new century. And
we must do it, not as Democrats and Republicans, or liberals and conservatives. We must do it as
Americans. We must do it as One America. :

" That is why I am here today --with a message 1 first carried to the Maryland legislature last
month -- a message | will carry not just to this state legislature, but to other state legislatures,
communities, and forums in the months to come. To prepare America for the 21st Century, I am
asking for a new kind of partnership --with the people in this chamber, and people all across America.
The era of big government is over. - But the era of big national challenges is not. And while national
leadership can point the way --while national leadership can remove some of the barriers that had
prevented our states and our people from solving their own problems --the real responsibility is one
we all share. As President, [ am prepared to*point the way --to shine a light on what is working --and
to leverage the efforts of all Americans to meet our challenges. But you must be prepared to work -



with me, to seize this moment of opportunity while America stands strong enough to do so.

Today, I want to talk about what we must do in two critical areas: giving our children the best
education, and breaking the cycle of dependency by moving millions from welfare to work. Taken
together, these issues are at the core of what we must do to prepare America for the new Century.
We must help everyone have the tools to succeed in this knowledge economy --and that means
high-quality education and training. And we must make sure everyone willing to use those tools
--everyone willing to work hard and take responsibility --has a chance to do so. Education reform
and welfare reform are about bringing all Americans to the starting line of this new economy, and
then making sure they are ready to run the race. ,

Our number-one priority --the high threshold of the future we must cross --must be to ensure
that all Americans have the best education in the world: that every 8-year-old can read; every
[2-year-old can log on to the Internet; every 18-year-o|d can go to college; and every adult can keep
learning for a lifetime.

Education has always been the heart of opportunity in this country. I think it is worth noting
that between 1992 and 2000, 89 percent of the new jobs created in this economy will require post-
high school levels of literacy and math skills. And virtually 100 percent of those jobs will pay what
is now an above average wage. But only half the people entering the work force are prepared for
those jobs. Our education system is still turning out millions of young people who simply are not
equipped for the new world of work.

As we prepare for unimagined new work and careers, the best investment we can make is not
in land or factories or equipment, but in our minds --the one asset we can carry with us no matter
what the future holds, so we can make and remake our lives at every turn.

We must never forget that one of the greatest sources of our strength throughout the Cold
War was a bipartisan foreign policy. Because our future was at stake, politics stopped at the water’s
edge. Now we need a non-partisan commitment to education --because education is the critical
national security issue for our future, and politics must stop at the schoolhouse door. That is why
America’s states and businesses, parents and teachers must work with us, above and beyond the old
divisions, to renew our schools --and I am pleased that a number of parents, teachers, and business
people could join us today.

In my State of the Union address, 1 laid out a ten-point plan, a Call to Action for American
Education [hold up booklet], that describes the steps we must take --and the State of Michigan is
already doing many of the right things. We must help every child to read by the third grade --and 1
am pleased that Michigan has already-launched a state-wide tutoring effort to help our children learn
to read. I have proposed a similar model that can be applied in every state. The goal of our America
Reads initiative is to build a citizen army of one million volunteer tutors to make sure every child can
read independently by the third grade. We will use 35,000 of our AmeriCorps volunteers to mobilize
this army. We think we can get at least 100,000 of these volunteers from the ranks of the new work-



~ study students approved by Congress in the last budget. We must expand public school choice --as
Michigan is doing through its new charter schools. We must rebuild crumbling schools --a
priority for Governor Engler as well.

We also must open the doors of college wider than ever before. My national HOPE

" Scholarships will make the first two years of college as universal as high school --a $1,500 tax credit

for the first two years of college and a $10,000 tax deduction for all college costs, plus expanded

IRA’s to save for college and the largest increase in Pell Grants in 20 years. We must give more of

our workers the ability to learn and to earn for a lifetime through my G.1. Bill for Workers

--transforming the tangle of federal training programs into a simple skill grant that goes directly into
workers’ hands. - -

My education plan is a comprehensive one. But any education plan can only be as strong as
the things our children learn each day. That is why our success depends upon holding our students
to the highest standards --making sure they learn the basics that will be the foundation of success in
the 21st Century. When 40% of our fourth graders do not read as well as they should --when
students in Germany or Singapore learn 15 to 20 math subjects in depth each year, while our students
often race through 30 to 35 without really learning them at all --we are not doing what we should to
prepare our children for a knowledge economy. '

Let’s understand why these basics are so important. The point is not merely to teach our
children facts and figures, but to teach them the ability to think and reason and analyze --to give them
the tools and skills that will serve them in jobs and careers we cannot even contemplate today.

To compete and win in the 21st Century, we must have a high standard of excellence that all
states can agree upon. That is why, in my State of the Union address, 1 called for national standards
of excellence in the basics --not federal government standards, but national standards, representing
what all our students must know to succeed in the 2 st Century. I called on every state to test every
4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in math by 1999, to make sure these basic standards are
inet.

We already have widely-accepted, rigorous national standards in both reading and math --and
widely-used tests based on those standards. Michigan and more than 40 other states have
participated in a test called the National Assessment of Educational Progress --which measures the
state’s overall performance against a high national standard of excellence. Just last week, we released

. the annual assessment of math performance, and it shows that across the country our 4th, 8th, and
12th graders are doing better. Michigan’s score was among the most improved in the nation. Tens
of thousands of students across the country have also taken the Third International Math and Science
Study --a test that reflects the world-class standards our children must meet for the new era. The
headquarters for that test is just down the road at Michigan State.

In January, I visited Northern Illinois, where 8th grade students from 20 school districts took
that test, and tied for first in the world in science and came in second in math. We know it is the right

Laed



standard --and we know our children can meet it if they are challenged to do so. -

Unfortunately, the current tests don’t provide individual scores; they only measure how an
entire state is doing. What we need are tests that will measure the performance of each and every
student, and each and every school. That way, parents and teachers will know how every child is
doing compared to students in other schools, other states, and other countries.

That is why 1 am presenting a plan to help states meet and measure the highest standards.
Over the next two years, our Department of Education will support the development of new tests for
4th grade reading and 8th grade math to show how every student measures up to the existing,
widely-accepted standards. The tests will be developed by independent test experts in consultation
with leading math and reading teachers. The federal government will not require them, but these tests
will be available to every state that chooses to administer them. 1 believe that every state must
participate, and that every parent has a right to honest, accurate information about their child’s
performance. ' ' ‘

I am pleased that today Governor Engler and the Michigan Board of Education have
endorsed our plan to test our 4th graders to make sure they are meeting the challenge in
reading and our 8th graders to ensure they are measuring up in math. You have joined with
us in refuting the naysayers who claim that in a country as big as America, we can’t possibly
have common national tests in the basics. To them we say: from Maryland to Michigan to
Montana, reading is reading and math is math. We have plenty of standardized tests in
America today; what we need are tests that reflect standards --and they are two very different
things. If we are serious about holding our children to the highest standards, every state in
America must follow Michigan’s lead -- put politics aside, work in a bipartisan fashion, take
up our challenge, and test our children in the same rigorous way. ~

In addition, today I am directing the Department of Education and the National
‘Science Foundation to identify and coordinate resources throughout the Federal government
as well as the non-profit and private sectors that can be used to help students meet the high
-standards in math, ’

‘ - If anyone understands the importance of high standards, it is the businesses that will depend
upon our children in the 21st Century. They know that only by ensuring that we have the
best-educated, the best-trained, the best-skilled workforce in the world can we compete and win.
Last month the national Business Roundtable also endorsed our call for national tests in 4th
grade reading and 8th grade math. Together with America’s parents, teachers, and -
lawmakers, they will join our crusade to make American education the best in the world.

To reach high standards, we must also have the best teachers. For years, educators have
worked to establish nationally accepted credentials for excellence in teaching. I want to thank you
for supporting the work that we are doing with the National Board of Certification for Master
Teachers, which is headquartered in Detroit. Just 500 of these teachers have been certified since



1995. Michigan has the third highest number of board certified master teachers in the country. My
~ new budget will enable 100,000 to seek national certification as master teachers. We should reward
and recognize our best teachers --quickly and fairly remove those few who don't measure up --and
challenge more of our finest young people to consider teaching as a career.

Raising standards will not be easy. Some of our children will not be able to meet them at first.
But good tests will show us who needs help, what changes in teaching we must make, and which
schools need to improve. ‘We’re not doing right by our students when we set low expectations. For
too long, too many students have moved through our schools who could not read and write at the
most basic levels. That is why, in addition to the 4th and 8th grade national tests we are urging,
states should develop their own comprehensive benchmarks of what students should know to move
up in school, and to graduate from high school. It’s time to put an end to social promotions, and
make sure a high school diploma really means something --not to put our chlldren down but to hﬁ
them up. :

Throughout my career in public life - --as a Governor, and as PreSIdent --I have worked harder
on education than on any other issue. That is because renewing education, raising our standards, and
lifting up our schools is the embodiment of everything we must do to prepare for the 21st Century
--to promote opportunity, demand responsibility, and build community. Nothing will do more to
open the doors of opportunity to every American. Nothing will do more to awaken a sense of
. responsibility from every American, as they work to make the most of their education. And nothing

- will do more to build a strong, united community of all Americans --for if every American has the
tools to succeed, we can move forward together, as one America.

When it comes to providing the tools to succeed, our other great challenge is helpmg to move
the permanent underclass into our growing middle class. Working together, we ended the old welfare
system. Over the past four years, we worked with 43 states to launch welfare reform expenments
moving a record 2.25 million people off our nation’s welfare rolls. Here in Michigan, your effoits
have helped move more than 208,000 people off the welfare rolls, a 30 percent drop. You have also
realized a 21 percent increase in child support collectlons These are all 1mprovements you can be
proud of. :

But this is not the end of welfare reform, it is a new beginning. We have enacted landmark
national welfare reform, to make responsibility a way of life all across America. That legislation
brought an end to the old welfare system --but it did not end our responsibility. Now that we have
demanded that those on welfare take responsibility, we must all take responsibility to see that the jobs
are there, so people on welfare can become permanent members of the workforce. Our goal ‘must
be to move two million more Americans off welfare by the year 2000.

I have challenged the nation’s businesses to join in this effort, and I have a offered a plan to
help them: Tax credits and other incentives for businesses to hire people off welfare; incentives for
job placement firms and states to create more jobs for welfare recipients; training, transportation, and
child care to help people go to work. 1 urge Michigan’s businesses, non-profits, and religious



organizations --large and small --to heed this important call. Each and every one of us must fulfill
our responsibility --indeed, our moral obligation --to make sure that those who now must work, can
work. ‘

The most direct and effective steps must be taken by the states. The legislation we passed
gives states the authority, for the very first time, to take the money that had been used on welfare
checks, and subsidize private sector paychecks. Missouri began doing this under one of our waivers
--and it is working. Now I challenge every state to follow their example. Use the new flexibility you
have been given. Turn those welfare checks into paychecks. There is no better way to find jobs for
welfare recipients, or to keep them employed.

Second, I urge you to use the money saved from welfare reform to make sure that even more
people can move from welfare to work.

Finally, | know that Michigan is taking steps to continue providing some basic benefits for
legal immigrants who have lost federal aid under the new law. That’s the right thing to do, but you
shouldn’t have to do it all by yourself. That is why I urge every state and every Governor,
Republican or Democrat, to join with me to get Congress to restore basic health and disability
benefits when misfortune strikes immigrants who came to this country legally, who work hard, pay
taxes and obey the law. To do otherwise is simply unworthy of a great nation of immigrants.

We passed historic welfare reform --giving states the authority and flexibility they had asked
for for years. We were right to do it. Now states must live up to their responsibility, and help us.
finish the job. ‘ '

On education reform, on welfare reform, on all our major challenges --let us build new
partnerships across old lines of responsibility. Preparing for the 21st Century is not a job for any one
level of government alone. Many of our greatest challenges do'not fall under the authority of
Washington, nor should they. The power to solve our problems rests with all levels of government,
and all sectors of society --and that is where we must forge our solutions as well.

Together, we must seize this moment of opportunity, and prepare our people for the changes
and challenges of a new century. Together, we must renew our basic bargain of opportunity,
responsibility, and community, and give everyone the tools to'make the most of their own lives. If
we rise to that challenge, we will enter the 21st Century full of new promise and possibility, for all
who share a stake in the American dream.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



3

\ . ) o :
/RUFH HOUSE OF REPS I
:

! FAX NO.: 15173737115 : 83-04-97 11:41A P.01

-

» ©

o ey

s17 3PS

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

Michigan House of Representatives

Curtis Hertel

PR ST RO

. Swte Capitol Building
Znd District ‘ Lansing, Michigan 48913
T . :' Phone: (517) 3731983
= : Ipages"
Mr. Richard Riley = ;Dw—g&_ﬁb_bgﬂ _Jrre Py
Secretary of Education é T - “ ML Hee
600 Independence, SW! e ?« Phone 4
» i X - -
Washington D.C. 20202 . . F

Dear Secretary Riley: §

As Speaker of the chtugan House of Representatwes I am wmmg
Democratic Caucus in suppon of the President’s éducation agenda

. In his 1997 State of the Umon address, President Chmon articulated a ten pomt plan- desxgned to
support the nation’s pubhc schools. Many of the issues; contamed in the President’s agenda are
also a priority for the ‘new House Democratic Majomy “Our caucus has worked to provide
Michigan students witha quality education by supportmg a mandatory core curriculum, teacher
certification, advanced educanon tax incentives and adequate fundmg for our schools. However,
one of the ma_;or battle grounds currently in our state is over the issue of charter schools.

mmwmm Our bottom line is increased student acluevement

However, the current deﬁmuon of charter schools in Mlchjgan is problematic and we have seen
evidence of decreased test scores and student failure.! With the absence of a mandated core
curriculum, and cemﬁed teachers, our charter schools havc been a dlsappomtment

The President’s chanersschool proposal combines all of the necessary elements to make them a
success while suengthemng our public schools. As I afh sure you are aware, Michigan House
Democrats have opposed the charter school initiative as instituted by Governor John Engler here
in Michigan. In his 1997 State of the State address, Governor Engler declared his alliance with
the President over this' ‘issue. It is our undcrstandmg that the charter schools proposed by the
President are radically different than the Michigan system.

The President’s charter‘f school proposal, in conjunction with a mandated core curriculum and
increased teacher cemﬁcanon will empower American farnilies and teachers to work for a
stronger public school ?sysrem The Michigan model of charter schools does not call for the
necessary tools to ensure a quality education for all students
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The charter school definition in Michigan has enabled the Governor to create a system that
‘cotnpetes with public schools for funding and allows ;private schools an opportunity to collect
Michigan tax dollars. Michigan’s state law allows for the conversion of private students to public
schools while at the same time placing a cap on the amotint of funding a district can receive. As
a result, many of our*public schools are struggling with lower funding on an already limited
budget. Iurge your Départment, as well as the President, to look at the mistakes of the chhlgzm
system as you develop-a funding plan for the charter school proposal.

§

¢

As always, do not hesitate to contact my office if you require aSsistance in any way.

Sincerely, - i
g
_ ]
Curtis Hertel i : ;-
Speaker of the House ° . o
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To: - Dan Loepp “ -

From: Kristen McDonald-Stone - X
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Subject: Charter Schmls

Date: February§28. 1997

You asked me to do a brief comparison of the Presidents Charter school proposal and the Governor's
Charter school proposal’ I found two key differences.

1. The President has pledged to pull the funding from any of these schools if they do not “set -
and meet the highest standards.” Charter school existence under the Presidents plan depends on
these standards. 1 v '

Michigan'’s charter schools show dramatically low test scores in their first year yet the Govemnor has
proposed increasing their funding. He has not publicly acknowledged a problem and has made no
move to alter the structure of the schools. Under the President's plan, many of Michigan's charter
schools would already be in danger of loosing their funding.

II. . The Presideht p’;'opoaes charter schools only as part of an €ntire pfogram to add to and
“support public education. He has a ten point plan (very similar to the House Democratic 90 day
agenda) to improve our pubhc schools and support our teachers His plan includes:

Mandated Core Curriculum

National Teacher Accreditation

Eight Year Reading Guarantee i
Increased Funding for Head Start i
Charter Schools “
Character Education ’
Increased Funding for School Construction'
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8. édvanced: Education Tax Deductions
9. . American G! Bill N
10,  School In‘temet Access oo ' .

A cursory exammauon of the Presndent’s education plan reveals lile in common with the Eng.,lcr
education record. House Democrats would be more willing to support charter schools under the
Engler administration if pubhc education did not consistently suffer as a result.

1L Further the Presigicnt publicly and privatelypraises and supports America's teachers, His
charter school program is designed to allow parents and teachers the opportunity to develop one of
these schools if necessary. Time and time again, President Clinton has worked 10 empower teachers
and parents in our education system. The Engler adm:mstranon has worked to demoralize teachers
and-advance the views of a narrow group of outspoken parents. His entire focus has been on
robbing public schools of their funding in order to advance a radical and rchgrous agenda with
Michigan tax dollars, :

i
¢

.Although both President Chnton and Governor Engler have both proposed a charter school program,
the two men are dlametncally opposed in their views of public education. Even if the House
Democratic Caucus chooses to oppose all charter school programs, the Pre51dents overall education
plan is consistent with the1r philosophical views of the subject.

Please let me know if you réquire more detailed information on either of the proposals.
b
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House Democratic Caucus Education Agenda
Overview i

K-12 public education is at a bumpy crossroads in Mlchlgan 'Across the board, statewxde testing
of 4th, 7th, and 11th grade students has shown a need for education reform to take place. The

© question is: what type of education reform will heal our troubled schools, and help students learn

the knowledge they nee:d to compete for jobs in the gqugal workforce of the 21st century?

1In 1995, conservative reformers re-wrote Michigan’s S¢hool Code and, in doing so, eliminated
the primary ingredient House Democrats believe is essential for a sound educational system in this
state: Required Core Curriculum academic standards. The Governor’s charter schools program
"was expanded. This program, which differs significantly in substance and theory from the
President’s vision of charter schools, has been subject to scrutiny since Michigan Education
Assessment Program scores revealed this year that charter schools continue to lag behind
traditional public schocfs in student performance in reading and math (78 percent of charter school
7th-graders failed the reading cxam, and 75 percent failed math). This year, Governor Engler has
advocated a proposal to put state schools into “receivership” for failing performance. The
question House Demodrats ask is: “How can performance be judged fairly when there are no
uniform standards to use as the basis for judgment?” ¥ :
M i 3
House Democrats behcve we should take our schools hlgher not take them over. We begin with
standards. Required core curriculum academic standards would set the bar for all school districts
across the state, allowing the state 1o judge school district performance fairly, and provide
students with the rigofous academic training they need, and parents want them to have. We
defend local control wuhm this context, by promoting a return to site-based decision making, to

allow parents and tcachers to make decisions at the school building level. ‘'We are exploring ways .

to improve early education in K-3 by expanding kindergarten and lowering class size.- We support
teacher certification, to ensure quality instruction while maintaining fairness for educators. We
support legislating * zero tolerance” for violent behavior in our schools by adding assauluve-type
crimes committed by Smdents to the state’s cxpulslon, law. Last, but not least, we externd our
education approach to collcgc, by expanding the collegc tuition tax credit, and allowmg more
families than ever to quahfy :

za;
House Democratlc Education Imtlatwes -

House Democrats have put three items on a priority list to pass the House in the ﬁrvt 90 days of
the legislative session: .

«  Required Co"re Curriculum -- In 1996, 68 percent of 11th graders failed their high
school proficiency test in science; 66 percent failed writing; 60 percent failed reading; and
53 percent failed math. These results cry out for statewide academic standards. Democrats
in both the Mlchlgan House and Senate argue that without required, unifortn academic
standards, the bar would be sct at different hclghts for different schools. Performance
could not be judged fairly and, most zmportantly, students would not receive the rigorous
academic trauung they need to compete after grade 12. House Democrats have introduced
legislation to remstate the required core currlculum in the School Code

o'k
5 £

P

.85




T

FROM: HOUSE OF REPS P FRX NO.: 15173737115 03-B4-97 11:43A P.06

e AT

. Third GradefReading Guarantee -- This legislation, still in development, would
reduce class 51235 in grades K-3 in certain “at risk” school districts, and require full-day
kindcrgarten classcs The intent is to explore the effectiveness of educational changes at
the early stages ‘of student develapment then cxpand the program to schools throughout
the state. » 2 ‘

..’

. Expanding th:e College Tuition Tax Credit -- This legislation, sponsored by Rep.
A.T. Frank (D-Saginaw Township), passed its. first committee hurdle on February 26.
The bill expands Michigan's income tax credit for college tuition from $250 to $500, and
expands it to all:Michigan students by removing a regressive provision in the law which
limits the credu only to those taxpayers who attend schools which keep tuition below
inflation.

House Democrats also :wz’ll be pursuing these orher ed&ca:ion ihitiazives-

. Reinstating Slte-Based Decision Makmg - House Democrats believe that allowing
parents, teachers, administrators and students to pamc:pate in educational decision making
at the school building level is vital to developing true “community” schools.

[ . e R

. - Teacher Certification -- House Democrats support teacher certification standards .
which improve classroom pérformance, but maintain fairness for educators. To improve
teacher performance House Democrats also suppor professional development funding for

H

cducators. i
3

. Public School Funding -- House Democrats support full and fair funding for public
schools and nppose attempts 10 shift money from pubhc schools into private schools.

. Opposing State Recelvershlp ~ In hlS State-of-the- State speech, the Governor
proposed puttmg school districts where less than 20 percent of students pass the High.
School Proficiency Test or have dropout rates, ‘of higher -than 25 percent under state

“receivership”.; House Democrats believe we should take our schools higher, not take
them over. Wc believe our agenda of academic standards, expanded early cducational
opportunities in; grades K-3 and funding equity:is the answer to helping troubled school
districts recover.from their difficulties and improving educational performance statewide.

. Adding Assault Crimes to the Expulsion Law -- House Democrats have zero

- tolerance for vquence in our schools. Currently, the expulsion law which covers weapons
possession in schools does not include physical assault of teachers or fellow students.
House Democrats are exploring legislation to add assault crimes to the expulsion law.
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Amyway has recently 301ned ACE and is in the process of identifyi ying

| Amway Corporation
‘ ' school districts for possible employee volunteer recruitment activities.

:{’a;

Baker College, Flint Baker College has recently Jomed ACE and will begin employee and
- © student recruntment activities for Flint area HOSTS tutorial programs.

R R ¥ WL

Big Rock Nuclear Power Plént ig Rock Nucle ant, a CMS corporauon recently joined ACE

and has been linked directly with a structured tutonal program modeled
after HOSTS called STAR “Success to All Reade rogram.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield Ml BC/BS a HOSTS partner has recently jomed ACE and has recruited 7-15
employees for Carrollton Elementag School’s HOSTS program.

CMS Energy Corporation ; Sincethe ACE annonncement Consumers Energy, has begun aggressive
~© recruitment efforts statewide, As a result numerous employees in various
i and

locations across as s well as, entire facilities have joine
have been rams.

Consumers also has implemented an aggressive recruitment effort with
¢ Jackson school HOSTS programs and will probably focus on Albion and
Saginaw as well.

Both ACE and HOSTS were recently profiled in their January employee
newsletter that goes company wide.

Since the ACE announcement Chrysler has acnvely supported the ACE
program and has mcorporated the program into their World of Work effort.
The company has identified several locations that have a large employee
base for their ACE partnershlp including Pontiac, Warren and Detroit.

Chrysler Corporation

R L R S UL R R I SO

Chrysler representatives have personally visited a HOSTS programin
Warren and have begun employee recruitment activities for this location. In
addition, Chrysler has visited a HOSTS program in Waterford, however
has determined the distance to this location may be too far for

headquarter employees totravel. s

Chrysler has identified Grayling Elementary in Detroit and is working with
the school to implement a HOSTS program. In addition, ACE and
Chrysler are working closely with the Pontiac School Superintendent to
encourage the implementation of several HOSTS programs within the
district. Chrysler has also arranged for the Pontiac Superintendent to visit

~ alocal HOSTS program in Waterford in the beginning of March. (For
additional information on Ponnac see School Status Report.)
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 ACE PARTNER

. Comerica, Inc.

Delphi Automotive Systems:

¥

EDS

The Flint Journal i

Foote Hospital

Ford Automotive Operations

Greater Detroit Chambef
of Commerce

General Motors Corporation

¢

. Herman Miller

* throughout the Flint area. ;:;;’-
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STATUS

Comerica s in the process of selecting several potential school d:stncts for
theiremployee volunteer recruitment activities.

r'l-.

Delphi Automotive which has several thousand employees in the
Flint/Saginaw area is in the process of joining ACE and will soon begin
employee recruitment activities for several HOSTS program schools
located throu ghout the Flmt area v

EDS has identified Pontiac as a location to encourage employee volunteer
recruitment efforts for ACE. EDS employees are currently volunteenng in
Pontiac’s Franklin Elementary School.

ACE is also meeting with EDS Flint to discuss the p0551b1hty of linking
with one or more of the HOSTS schools in either the Flint Community .-,
School District, West Bendle and/or Carroliton School Districts.

The Flint Journal has recently joined ACE and has begun volunteer
recruitment activities for several HOSTS program schools located

i A

Foote Hospital is in the process of joining ACE and has been linked with
two Jackson elementary HOSTS programs.

Ford Motor Company has sg_LezaLhcadqnmemplnyﬂes who are
volunteer HOST tutors in the Dearborn Heights and Wayne-Westland

chool Districts. They also.are this year’s recipient of the HOSTS Betty
Sharp award for communityfcommitment and volunteer activities.

Ford is in the process of ldentlfymg additional locanons for volunteer

recruitment activities. g,;:

tw

The GDCC has recently joxned ACEand is placmg mformatlon on the

ACE program in their upcoming education publication.

" General Motors s in the process of developing an ACE implementation

plan including identifying school district’s for possxble employee
recruitment eff orts. -

Herman Miller has actively remm_d_a.u.d_pla&ed_bnmm&_f;_rﬁgg__y?_mites in
the Zeeland and surrounding area HQS IS programs ACE has addressed
business Teaders Irom three local counties to increase awareness and
participation in the ACE program.
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Kmart has identified their World'Headquarter’s as the first site for ACE
employee recruitment activities. ACE is also actively working with the .
Ferndale School District to implement a structured tutorial program to be
linked with Kmart World Headquarter employees. Kmart is also

considering several other locations including Flint, Saginaw and Warren to
encourage store managers and employees involvement in ACE.

* Kmart Corporation

"~ MAC Steel Mac Steel has recently become an ACE partner and has been linked with
‘ . Napoleon School District’s new HOSTS program. MAC Steel is in the
- process of begmmng recruxtment and placement activities.

ACE is in the process of contacting Mercy Health Systems to encourage
their involvement in six new HOST program schools located in NW

1
M

Meréy Health Services

_ Detroit.
Michigan Business Leaders.  MBLEE hasmade ACEa major program effort and many MB LEE
for Education Excellence = membersareactively pamcxpatmg
Michigan Chamber of " The Michigan Chamber of égmmerce has made ACE a major program "
Commerce ¢ focus for members and staff Chamber leadership has also begun tutoring

in Lansing schools

o T

Michigan National Bank : Mi&iganﬂaﬁnﬁdﬂﬂkms:%}egun an active statewide volunteer

: - recruitment effort and is working with ACE to link more than 90
Y‘ . ~ employees in 55 school districts.

Michigan Sugar Corp. ¢ . Michigan Sugar Corporation has recently become an ACE member and has
, been linked with Carrollton Public School’s HOSTS program. They have
begun recruitment activities.and have identified and are now placmg overa

dozen employees.

v

Northwestern Dodge ¢ Northwestern Dodge has identified Northwest Detroit and Ferndale as their
ACE school locations. They will begin recruitment activities as soonasa
structured volunteer tutoriai | program is operatlonal in these areas.

; i

Oakland ISD " Oakland ISD has joined ACE and has been directly linked with
+ Waterford’s HOSTS program. They are in the process of beginning
¥ recruitment activities to support next year's program.

Oakland University " Oakland University is in the process of formally joining ACE and has
‘ ' " identified Pontiac and Waterford as possible sites for employee and student
recruitment activities.

[
el v o

W
e T



MDE BUR ADMINISTRATION TEL:517-335-4817 © % Mar 05 97 '12:20 No.004 P.0O4

“The President’s Council " Theé President’s Council is supporting ACE and is in the process of
of State Universities  working with all of the 15 State Umversxues to eyand mvolvement
SOROC Plastics, Flint  SOROC Plastics has recently become an ACE member and has been linked

and has placed employees in'West Bendle Elementary s HOSTS program.

Steelcase Inc. ~ Steelcase has identified Grand Rapids as the sole ACE partner and has
begun actively recruiting employee volunteers. Steelcase has been linked
with two Grand Rapids schools and they are in the process of identifying
and placmg over 50 employees within both schools HOSTS programs.

Valassis Communications = Valassis Communications has completed volunteer recruitment activities
and has placed over 15 employee yolunteer tutors in Elliott Elementary in
Wayne/Westland School sttncts HOSTS program. :

Whiﬂpool Corporation * Whidpoolisin the process of working with Benton Harbor to determine
- the student and volunteer requirements for the Districts’s 1st HOSTS
% ‘ - program. Whirlpool has gg_eed to meet all of the school district volunteer
_ © Iequirements.’
‘@‘xﬁi

Word of Faith International ACE is in the process of hnkmg World Faith International with the new .

Christian Center C N\IV Detroit HOSTS® programs. Each program will requxre in excess of 50

: ' © volunteer tutors.

A A
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MICHIGAN DEPART MENT OF EDUCATION

IRAX TMNSMHSSH@N
Date: 2/20/97 |
~ To: Dr. Glenn sz,:vens - ‘ I%_Imne Number: (517) 482-1563 |
President’s Council, - Fax N umber: (517) 482-1241
State Universities of Mlcklgan o
" From: Jan Ellis | f’kone Number: (517) 3739391
Office of the Supennten&ent - Fax Number: = (517) 335-4565

Sul)ject: Aﬂipncc for Children’s Education

Than]z you again, for your interest in the Alliance {or Chi]drcn's Education (ACE).
_'.‘si

As an association representmg lnghcr learnmg institutions, 3 your association and members are
umquely awarc of the basic acadcmlc skill level posscssccl Ly many of toclay g }ngk school
graduates You are also aware of the critical role these slzlus play in assisting students to enter and
succeed in conege and thraughoul life.

: <
I weasa sociely and nation are to prosper, we must recognize the need to supporl cducation
reform efforts that have a proven record of success and can move our sluclents back to l]'xe head to
the class. R ‘

To he}p children i improve thelr academic per[ormance and basxc educational skills, the Mlc}ngan
State Board of Educatlon 11as recentl launched the A]llance for Children's Education (ACE.)
The Alliance is a ma;or sLalewz&e effort 1o call on sclmols, Lusmcssca and volunteers to help give
children the extra onc-on-onc attention and encouragement. tl'\ey need to become better students
and contn})utmg members of society.

Beyond teachers, the most sﬁjccoss[u] method schools can implemcnt to improve individual student
performance 18 throug}x a structured mentoring- -tutorial program specx[zca]} Aeszgned for each child.

~ This type of program has perm:tted many duldren to gain as much as 2-5 yecars of academic
growth per sulm)ect area, per year.

}
i

g
\ E
\ [T
;

P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, M%chig&néSQOQ

. R
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-
Page 2 of 2
I have attached information én the ACE mentoring- tutonal program As I mentioned during our
p}mne conversalion, there are many schools with structum& tutorial programs located near memLcr '
universities that have a great heed for additional volunteer tutors to help children i improve their

reaclmg skills. The ACE schools listed on page 4 of the attac})ed overview, all have or are in the
process of o}atammg a struch%rcd tutorial program supportefl })y volunteer tutors. '

In addition, if a member um:rezsdy would like to join ACEand t})eif local school district does not
have a structured tutorial program, ACE will encourage Loth the school d;s’mct and local schools
to c.onmder lmplemcntmg a program

I would like to invite your aséociation and member universities to join MBLEE and the State
Chamber as an ACE associalion partner In addlhon, I would like to invite your association to
make ACE an active part of ; your Michigan Campus Compact by encouraging university members
to inspire their stafl and stuclent Lody to become volunteer tutors and gwe a small ngi of time to
help a near})y student lo succeccl ‘

All staff and students intercsted in tutoring should contact our toll-free ACE hotline .a’t 1-888-
JOIN-ACE or I can be reac]'xed directly at (517) 373- 9391 I would also be glad to draft a

newsletter msert puklxc service announcement for member's B radio stations or other matenals that

mlg}xt be help{ul i ’ 2

Please ]et me know if I can share your association’s supporl {or this 1mportant initiative with Art Ellis,

Supermlenclent of Public Inslmc clion and the Mm}ugan State Board of Education.
i .

ain, thank you {or your iri\;terest.'
y y

N g e L e e

PO Box 30008, Lansing, h&!%c}xigan 48909

B
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FAX COMMUNICATION

TO: JanElls | DATE: February 26, 1997
Superintendent’s Office '
Michigan Department of Education

FAX: (517) 3739390498 |

FROM; Cynthia Duquette . PHONE: (810) 473-3088
Organizational Learning and Development FAX (810) 473-3162
Michigen Nationa! Bank

RE: Alliance for Chxldren 8 Education - ACE

Jen, .

Following is the st of Michigan National Bank teaxh members who wish to participate in the
Alliance for Children’s Iﬁ‘ducation tutoring program. There is also an indication of the schoola
and/or school districts in;;-which they would like to volunteer.

It is my understanding thét you will identify for each sch661 / district the name and/or pliona
number of the local I-IOSTS contact. I will pass these alons to team members who will then make
the contact and fol!ow-up arrangements for their pmlcxpation. ’

If you heve any questions sbout these materials, please gi;eﬁ meaocal It w.ould‘be helpful to me if
you could call and let meg know when you might be able tb turn around the list of HOSTS

contacts to me. With that information, I can give team members (and keep In mind myself) a

- timeline of how we will be proceeding.

Thank you. ;

Cynthia Duguette :

Michigan Nationél Bank - Sl 108N
H : 7§cm (wgr ffd(?( !‘ “ l\’(/ & et 5-/
QvCW Nes e, (0D ASP- 2506

i Poat-It™ bran ‘ 
'f | Jt dflxtranamlmtmmom #of pagas » z ,
: :

g ) - 58 —— .‘“
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Lo f
k1 (TENTATIVE) VOLUNTEERS' SCHOOL LISTINGS
: ALLIANCE FOR CHILDREN'S EDUCATION
BATTLE CREEK ' -
' LynnRace
Karen Parker
BENDLE '
i Yulanda Ferguson
'BENTON HARBOR :
‘ Marcia J. Anstiss (esp: FAIRPLAIN ELEMENTARY, WA‘I‘ERVLIET)
BIRMINGHAM : :
Karen Vll\D}’ke { St
Keri Boyd ;
BRIGHTON : o
Patricie Kurish : .
CANTON P . !
Janet Davis :
Stephanie Avery'
CHIPPEWA VALLEY
Terese M. DeClerq
CONCORD
Mary Dawson
CRESTWOOD }
Renee Ochmanek
Mary Kinger !
DETROIT '
Brende Bllxngton-Wallm (also: PLYMOUTH-CANTON)
Warnetta Sills
Julle Owens
Andrea D. Hakeem (also: SOUTHFIELD)
Theresa Y. Morton (westside) '
DETROIT-AREAC :
Rhonds Bealore :
DETROIT . AREAE |
Neomi Chett-Iackoon
EAST LANSING {
Kirk Chewning (also: OKEMOS)
Cindy Blackiedge (esp: WHITEHILLS ELEMENTARY)
Ginny Cashbaugh (also: LANSING, OKEMOS, HASLETT)
FARMINGTON £
Lynne Wood (also: FARMINGTON HILLS)
- Nanoy Bolla (esp WILLIAM GRACE ELEMENTARY)

"
M

GHenna Gates (esp. WHITTIER/PIERCE m:smcr)

i
&

¢

o SR AT C

e e, R,
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GARDEN CITY
Alan R, Bennett!
~ Tracy Waszenski
GIBRALTAR : B
- Lynette Thompson (also: WOODI{AVEN. TRENTON, DOWNRIVER)
GRAND BLANC
: Dorothy Robinson (esp: McGRATH)
GRAND LEDGE A
Kate Cermak (esp: NEFF ELEMENTARY, BEAGLE MIDDLE SCEOOL)
Derica Sosnowski (also: WAVERLY) ,
Christi Huhn (also; PORTLAND)
Joni Sendy (esp: DELTA CENTER, WAVERLY)
Robin Pierce (esp: ROLBROOK ELEMENTARY)
Jennifer McCrumb ‘
GRANDRAFPIDS !
Kathy Kent i
Ellen Boyce (also: FOREST HILLS)
Latasha Cooperwood
GROSSE POINTE -
Christianna Morgan
BAMTRAMCK :
Fa-Trenna Stingon
HASLETT 3
Sumera Sumbal @ o
HASTINGS PUBLIC SCHOOL . o
Barbara Marr - E
HOLT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Carolyn Schmidt:
HOWELL i
- Joseph Wagner
INKSTER {
Chris Lock (also: REDFORD, WEST SIDE DETROIT)
KELLOGGSVILLE ;.
Marilyn Hartwell: :
- KENOWA EILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Carol J. Elder - :
LAKE ORION. ¢
Ellen McDonough ,
Tiffany C. Williams | ;
LAKEVIEW ) )
Julie Szparega ¢

H
H

AL e

< e

{
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LANSING -
Ann Daniels
* Patti Whitford (esp WAINWRIGHT ELEMENTARY, DWIGHT RICH MIDDLE)
Staci Border (esp: CAVANAUGH, LYONS, MT, HOPE ELEMENTARY,
GARDNER MIDDLE) |
Kathleen Langschwager 5
LIVONIA 3 ;
JimBadge |
Judy Gross (also GARDEN CITY)
Wenda Nash
Deborah J. Mowery (also: PLYMOUTH)
Howard Yee
MASON SCHOOLS (INGHAM COUNTY ISD)
Angelina N. Zea
Pam Cline (also: HOLT)
MUSKEGON L
Janet Regentin : 1
NORTHVIEW
Jack Keller
NORTHVILLE
~ Audrey Mistor - ;

W el i e - FOTA

Vil VRl C s

[
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T NOV1
Kathy Sadlier
- Jeffrey S. Brown (also SOUTHFIELD)
OKEMOS
~ Bob Shaw
REDFORD UNION 3
Christine Sprmger
RIVERVIEW -
Jim Tegen f
ROMEO COMMUNITY
Vicki Laseke
ROYAL CAK
Denise Reske
Kathy Martens
Paul J. Frey
Cynthia Duquette
SAGINAW
Angela Harris -
SAGINAW TOWNSHIP
Beth Delecuw :
SOUTHFIELD = |
Robert Baitler
SOUTH LYON i
Michael Wahl
SOUTH REDFORD
Lisa A. Bymes
TAYLOR : :
Elizabeth Blizzard -
: Brandy Banrowslqi v
UTICA
Laura A, Ferland (also ROCHESTER)
WALLED LAKE {
Gwen Kollar
WARREN CON SOLIDA'I‘ED
~ PaulaM.Reid !
WAVERLY ¥
William J. Papmlkolaa
Margerita G. Morales
WHITE PIGEON ELEMENTARY
. Gwendolyn R. Csrpenter
YALE
Kalean Dunsmore i

NS

T A,
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- Fax Memo -

Date: s 1 127/97

To: " RobertLuty, Presxdent/COO Chrysler Corporation
: " Arthur Ellis, State Superintendent, State of Michigan
Members of the chhtgan State Board of Education

G Valene Becker, National Educatxon
, ¢ Program Administrator, Chrysler Corporation
Ian Ellis, State Board of Education, State of Michigan

4

From: ‘ }un Eickhoff, Nauonal Sales Dxrector
HOSTS Corporation
Subject: ! HOSTS "Champions for Children"Award

Congratulations! The Alliance for Children's Education{ACE) (nitiative in
the State of Michigan is one of two recipients from across the United States
- of the HOSTS(Help One Student To Succeed) "Champions for Chxldren"
award. After reviewing hundreds of nominations ngﬁ across the
Tountry, the ACE Initiative has laid a foundation to impact school
children in a way which is unique and focused on making a difference in
- a child's socdial, emotional, and educational development through
mentoring/ tutoring!

The "Champions for Children” award is the highest form of recognition
within HOSTS to an individual or group who have made outstanding
contributions to the educational welfare of children. On Friday,
March 7, 1997 at the HOSTS National Conference juncheon at the
Wyndham Anatole Hotel in Dallas, Texas, ‘we will be recognizing you and
Corperetion along with the Michigan Department of Education
for the innovative approach Michigan has taken through the ACE
Initiative. Governor Thomas Carper of Delaware is the other recipient
who has confirmed' hls attendance.

We look forward toayour celebrating with us and over 1300 educators,
business and divic leaders, parents, and children from across the Country
your receiving the "Champxons for Children” Award!!

- Breaking the Cycle of Studens Failure

36 North Elm © Zethnd.le 49464

‘ . .538-1230 © (616) 748-0384 rax '
(616) 748- aﬁzmom 1-800-538- 30 (616) T0TAL P.22

§
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M Yo D¢ 11FSURM OFFICE OF SECRETARTents come 3 lew

MAR 4 1997 days belore Preaideat Bill Clinten 15

to arrive In Micnigan 1o adiress the
Legislature an Thursday an educs
von reform. \

The goverpor said he belicves
Clinton wag drawn to Michigan in
part because of Engler's bid to have
the ctate ledt 2 new Nationa) Assess-
memt of Educational Progress crum .
that Clintan supparts

Currently, NAEP regting is done in
2 few school disuicts m Michigan.
Engler, who chaired the national edu-
cational goals panel last year for the
National Governors  Associarlon.
would like 10 goe all smudents partici-

\(H .
m, “What I've Seen argung is at
there has 1o be a way .. . to rake the,
NAEP test xnd imbed thet in our state
taat* Engler caid, refernng 1o the’
Michigan Eduentional ‘Assessmetl

DETROIT FREE PRESS

Test us,
Engler
| suggest§

He offers Michigan
jor a national exam

BY JACK KRRSNAK 4, /¢
i

Program.
“Then [ could compare. and
uvery parent could campare, theit

s Droan 2l Wrine students’ per{ormance to the resr

Gov._john ofthecounry, . Wed likztobe
ﬁlth_g!: wgan should become gtk the pilot in the ‘3893 school

and parents

v | 2/5 '

should welcome the chance ta see
how their children stack up against
their peers.

*| believe deeply that our success

wiil be on benchmarking how we're
deing against the rest of the world.
It's really se simple an: You'vs got the
best a:h0915= ‘

14

Engler <aid ‘charter schaold
have had s dramatic impact on edu:
cation in Michigaa, though onl
about 12,000 of the gtare’s 1.7 mi
lian public school studeats are in
them. More comoetition for the
privilege of teaching children
inevitably will lead to better educs-
ton, he said.

sajd
in & wide
view on edy-
vatia  apd

. child welfare
aguse.

yau  win
Engler

Engler
also naid the zute would hire more
Chikdren's Protevtive Services work:
ers saon o provide better protecion
for abused and ncgleeted children,
1Bt he expecs childhood immunizz
ton rates o surpass 80 percent n 2
fow years and that the key o kecping
children out of troudle ig to get dwem
to anny in schoot untll they graduate.

To do that, charter achools and
schvo] districts must compe © pros
viqz the best educatica poseidie, he
said, L

“T think that # is 3 moral crusade.”
Engier sag, "It is 3 campaigp ikt s
to vaged. and we cad'l have
people opting out. Everybody ought
w join in that. Cerwinly, you know.
the rekgtous community sught o kip
in they, Dyt a0 should the communily

!exdemnnv e’

*[ think vou're going to kee
alternative gublic schaoly being
developed: | think some miy be
developed by the Detrait publie
updool eyste itsall, L hope,” Engler
said,

“1 hope that just as Romulys is
naw runhitg programs for dropout
students in Detroit, ozherisuhu;han
distrtets or districh wishing to €x-
pand their ~dusational programming
have the legal right to oller cvery-
thing ko1 elementary education o3
high school cdueation i the city af
Detrait. And [ vermainly would encour- -
age that”

To compete with charter schools,
some astute superip(endents have
provided bemer and more clagses,
Engler said, .

“That's what the macketplace is al

aboul Tha's what MeDonagld'e lg - -

trying to do whan rhay cut their
burgers ta 56 zents.”

Engler, wha has suggested that

ll"u: stite may have fo fake aver

districts that consistently @il © edy:

- eate children, said Iocal contro) of

wheeli i3 }m;irhm But 305 1€

countabilty
“It' lacal control with pubbc as-

COLADIRY (o I o communiy

_and to the gue.” the governor sald.
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DETROIT NEWS

State may grad
educatlon C

11150R7 OrFiCE OF OSLURLIARY “F

MR 4 1097

his agenda but criticize means fo
— —- ems = o T iprdding any améust of

B Carol Stovens :
. b-,:m:l News lgrn!wsa Sureaw } /97 a‘m{‘m ‘ )
. WASHINGTON = When Pres- directa the A

{deat Clinten visits Michigan ¢2 tar for Oharter Schiools.
: Thursday t drum up support for Hook said the mongy W

g ~ducation initiatives, he will fase make competitm mers

Py

. d:!uwr nf i

a tough audiense of grasi.raots
rermeits who applaud hie message
— but are wary of his methods.

Thiss listening will include peos

ple pueh ap Virgd Gulker, exrtutive
8 Hope, & program
that traine litcrssy voluntoors Aiom
22 churches across Michigan te
tutor 328 clementury schoe! stue
dents.

*Some of these ctmm& have
mady axgmﬁemt arademie
progress,” said Pat Moreno, prindi-
pal at Sunset Like Klernentary in
Vicksburg, where Kids Hopa vel.
unteers tutor 32 students every
week. "The tutors are e:cephonnl
ly eomumitzed, That's w hat separatas
i!. fram other,volunteer prog‘mw.

Yat Gulker iz uneasy
Lun'a promise v get overy: third«
gradat reading by the year 2000
through 8 naw prrgram that would
spend 81,75 billion to mobilzze 1.
million tutors natlonwide, ¢

*I'm antirely eupportwa of the

need o find more caring adulta.to

wmme nte hhmofg&l&m&, said.
Gulkar, whoss program
ed with the Christian re Qf
nIXATmR, {nternatinaal Aid. !
angwer is not Lo oaale am.hef 574
tot. My plea 4 the pregident i3
dm if he can't fad whd 498
obe faathM camnauttod
tc mmmg. he should aot o thla.’
Proponents of charter & n
Mchigan also will listen elosely
(‘hnm s educauon lm. whxch

indlude uting joniin
al funda to }um r.m the. emuna
_ of 3.000 more.

rer xhool,

3

e e W

maﬁ'uhab ‘

" mixed,

" untaer panel ehnrged withr

uhools often have mors WEGRD
funding eapital costs than ¥ nﬂda
tonal schools, which can lew i  selutionsin®d
. en and lssue bonda to Wag
But 85 much A3 he tkes (U H
odusational sgends, Hook & ! ﬁr the

. want % see it mplemenhé by N Puliey, 2
federal zo\'emm;-m. so "We da

o —-

“When the govmn; trias W
it, it gots too big,” Hook sald: <387%
Less then a month after C
unveiled his 10-paint progea
impraving educ educaucn, re st

3
=
=
E
Ld

"W 4 2%
Edueators, analysts snd m‘fv the &2 3 e lcior B e oo
makars across the peliticsl spuctenis ; ;
Rave given Clinon en *A” #
cacy. But mahy rate hi¢ piand
{roplementing the changes Y
best — incomplesc.

*This is a precty bold &tal

dean of ¢ducation nl Way
University and amember ¢

R gx‘ﬁm dladl

s cular y e
of Clintons’s decision to alle
hﬂhbn o federal Tunds o hda §

Detroit ranavate @
buﬁdm? And she via\n
natio
an overdue attempt tu shags &
national cwrisulam.

It {s 3 push @ standusd
reulum, and 1 think it (5 asecy
Wand agid. “But you san aloo o9
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contlnugd. o

" “administzation officials say some
naney will tome (rem streamlining
the ruerenteed gtydent loan pro-

Zram and eliniinating corporeté tax

zubsidies.

US. Rep. Pete Hookatra, RHol.

land, complained thut many of Clin-
wn's oducation plans duplicate exogt-
ing federal programs although he
sup?oﬂs fresing more money for
local schooln, - 3

atandardized testing and literacy,
Bus the federal gavernmens is
already invelved in that,” Hoskstra
said, “There are 760 existing leder-
ol edusation programa, with at least
14 dealing with literaoy’ :

As chairman of the House educa.

“The president is talking ebout |

tion eversight subhcommitiee, Hoek.

steg wasin Delaware on Monday ta
talk,with local education ufficials
about which federa] educatmri pro-
grame work and whiak sve wasteful,
Jimilar hearings are planned far
Michigan this spaing. i
"We're tolking to people on the
jocal lovel and saying, Hey, arethese
Jodaral programs sffactive? '™ Hoek.
stru said. P
Even orgartizations that auppory
Clinton's oducation »ffarts Rave
questivncd some of his funding pri-
aritied. »
Jane Hannawsy, director of The
Utban Institute education pelicy cen-

‘er, said she would have Uked to see -

moee {ocus on corracting the perfon

mance and quality gapa that sepa’:

rate low-income schocls from mare
sfiucnt distriets,
“When you take a step back and
lock at the adueational proposals on
halanae, & lot of it is focuzed an post.
" secondary education, where we don't
have our biggest ptodlems,” Hann.
-away said, 5
The American Cowavil on Bduca-
fon Jast week endorsed thé prest-
dent's propoaal for HOPE ethalar.
ﬁh}ps and tax deductions fo help
dafray the cosls of college tuftion.
But not Before expressiog concern
that the tax savings could be offact
by colleﬁe tuition ifcreases..
The HO!

PE acholarehipe albo wars”

¢riticized in a rew peport by the Jeint

+

Tsonomic Committee of Congressy,

whieh cohcluded the sachalarships
swould creste rogulatery burdens far
colteges and give birth to o'federal
antitlement progrom. ‘

Lt

*lc marks a ahift in federal edu-
" cativa policy by making the *_ v onle
& major subsidy mechanism,’ the
report toaclud
In’apita of such eriticism, Gov.
John Englar hae expreased enthusi-
sam for several parta of Clinton's
educatioa reform agends, including
astional standardized testa and

" charter schosls. That enthusissm

helps explain why Clinton called
Englor's office last wmak to solidt an

invitation 10 speak to the Mishigan

. Legialature.

“The governor is very much i

" favor of much of what Clinton said
© during the State of the Unlon,” said -

Engler epokesman John Truacott.

“Some of these are things the gov-
egoz’has been calling for for a long
tima® .

_ What it means
to Michigan

Mere's & 160k at 3ome of Prasicent
Clinton’s majer education itg-
&ves ang how. Michigan schools

© eouls banafit
Kindergarten-Grede 12) Ciinton
Nas proposed spending more

; than 349 million 10 Auna 3,000

' eharter sghonls. Gov Jahn Engiar
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State educators say they’ll pay close attentien teo Cllnton e massage
By The Assvciated Press

Dresident Clinton plans to discuss his ideas about education and
waelfare during his scheduled visit to Michigan, and gomo local .
vflicials are promiexng to ecrutinize his message.

nClinton ig right on track in terms of .dentifying PrObleme,_
but all of his selutions invelve sending more money to .
Washington," Joseph Lehman, director of communications for the‘
Mackinac Canter for Public Policy, told The Detroit.News in a
report published Tuesday.

- "We can’t expect to improve schools just by transferrinq
rasponsibility from one set of politicians to another set,
gspecially when it sendc programs farther from home." X

Clinton is scheduled to address the Michigan Legislature on
Thursday. Gov. John Engler’s office announced lact week that the
president would epsak on topics ineluding standardized testlnq tor
public school students and charter schools.

Clinton’s call for nationwide educational standards is overdue,
eaid Paula Wood, - dean of aducation at Wayne state University. ‘

"BUt you can alsv see that he is being careful not to step on
" states’ toes," she said. “"This is a power that is foveted by the
states, and they don’t want to give it away."

. Many of Clintor’s education plans duplicate existxng federal
programs, said U.S. ‘Rap. Pete Hoekstra, Q-Holland chairman of the
House education oversignt subcommittee.

“The president /is talking about standardized testing and . .
literacy. But the federal government is already involved in that,
Hoekstra sald. "There are 760 ex;stzng federal education programs,
with at least 14 dealing with literacy."

Clinton also has proposed using 549 million in federal funds to
create charter bbhocls.

"Providing any .amount of money to charter schools is very yowod
for them," said Ormand Hook, dlirector of the Michigan Redource.
Center for Charter Schoolc. But, he added, "when the goverhment
tries to do it, it gars too big."

Clinton’s itinerary didn’t extend beyond his scheduled addross
to the Legislature, but the presidant had nn shortage of
invitations to stopielsewhere in the lLansing area. ,

Ruth Brazee said she and other members of Central United ,
Methodist Church would like Clinton to atterd a weekly luncheoh for
the needy and visit:the day care center at the church ACYoES the
street from the Capltol.

BThay‘re all the time telling churches to take a biyyer part in
‘gerting people off of welfars. This is two good examples of it "
Mis. Brazee told the Laneing State Journal. "It would be so easy
for him to walk across tne street and see [or himself."
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Survey: “half of state distrlcts have buildings in serlous need of
repair

- PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) - About half of Michxgan s schocl
superintendents report ‘they have bulldlngs in their districts in
serious need of repair and 157 bumldlngs are. in urgent need, a
survey indicates.

"You can ignore it. But we are placzng our children and youth
at risk by ignoring it," Dick Wilson, president of the School
Equity Caucus, which conducted the survey, teold The Qakland Press
'in a story published Monday.

"When you know something is wrong and you don’t deal with it,
that is gross negllgence and then you lose your governmental
immunity, " he said.

Superintendents of 257 districts - about half the statewide
total - reported 320 school buildings are in serious need of repair'
and 157 buildings are in urgent need.

Because the respondents were promised‘anonymlty, there is no
breakdown of where the!schools are located.

Wilson, former superintendent of the Brandon district in Oakland
County, pointed to an electrical fire a few weeks ago that
destroyed the Lake Orion Administration Buildlng, built in 1923, as
an example of what could happen in some cf the state’s older
schools. . 3

“"The Lake Orion Admlnlstratlon bulldlng was & high school. What
if that had happened and kids had been in it? There are many
schools in this state where children and youth go to today that are
a lot older than that, maybe decades older than that," he said.

Wilson wants the state to provide financial help, especially to
poor and intermediate school districts. He said those districts
can‘t raise millages enough to finance needed repairs, because a

1-mill tax levied by a poor district generates much less money than
"a rich district.

For example, each mill levied in affluent Bloomfield Hills
generates $418,062 per: pupil the Press reported. But in Brandon
that same mill would raise $94,321 per pupil and, in Hazel Park,
§51,003 per pupml

Wilson cites Hamtramck as an example oﬁ"the worst that can
happen in building debt.

The Detroit enclave’s newest school buildlngs date back to the
1930s and the school district is leasing at least 48 classrcoms
from parcchial schools, he said.

According to a letter from state Treasurer Doug Roberts dated
Jan. 17, 1996, the state would not grant a loan from the state
school bond fund because Hamtramck would have to levy 13 mills (at
537,326 per pupil) to ‘generate $51 million.

The interest on the loan balance eventually would accrue faster
than the loan repaymerits, Roberts wrote.

“The district’s balance owed to the state increases into
perpetuity. By the year 2050, the balance would be approximately
$300 million; by the year 2080, approximately $1.0 billien,"

Roberts wrote,
Wilson has proposed a bill that would requlre the state to start
up a pot of money with about $79 million the first year and
increase each year. Districts whose voters approved at least 2
mills for school repairs and renovations would be eligible for

g¥ats EEIHDUISEWEHt fgr the @ifference between the amount their

mill generates per pupil and the amount the average state SChOOl
nédl generates per pupll - $111,668.
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Over the last four years, welfare rolls have declined dramatically in Michigan and child
support collections have increased. Between January 1993 and November 1996, the number of -
people on welfare in Michigan decreased by 30 percent or 208,274 people; nationwide, the
welfare caseload declined by 18 percent or nearly 2.5 million people. Michigan’s percentage
reduction ranks 16th among the states (Wisconsin’s 44 percent decline is largest). Michigan
increased child support collections by $165 million, or 21.2 percent, from fiscal year 1992 to fiscal
year,1996. At the same time, the state doubled the number of patermtles established, from 29 087 |
to 60,827. ‘ ‘

In the state there is a great political battle over credit for the lower welfare caseloads.
According to staff of Speaker Hertell, Assembly Democrats think the good economy, for which
they think the President is greatly responsible, is the primary reason for the caseload decline.
(Michigan’s unemployment rate, 7.0 percent in 1993, fell to 4.2 percent in November 1996.)

Democrats re-took the Assembly last fall and their major welfare-to-work proposal this
session is a state earned income tax credit. The measure proposed by Rep. John F. Freeman of
Royal Oak, would allow a family of four who claims a $2,400 EITC on their federal income tax
return to claim a $240 tax credit on their state return. The measure was reported out of the
committee on Wednesday, February 26th and is expected to pass the Assembly (but may not pass -
the Republican-controlled Senate). State Democrats thmk praise from the President could give
this proposal legs. , , ~

. The one thing Governor Engler and the state Democrats can agree upon is “Project Zero”,
a demonstration project in six sites around the state which provides intensive social services (child
care, education, transportation, job placement) with the goal of achieving 100% employment. In
January 1997, 54% of welfare recipients at these sites were working. In this pilot, welfare
recipients receive intensive case management (including home visits if they don’t attend work).
The state spends extra funds for staff, child care, and transportation at these sites and the.
Governor’s budget proposes to expand it to an additional six sites. The President could use
Project Zero as way of arguing that as we move people off welfare into work and insist they take
responsibility for their own lives, we must ensure their child is cared for, that they don’t lose their
health care, and they can get to their jobs. Child care spending in Michlgan has mcreased 300% .
since 1991 ‘Governor Engler s staff say.

Mlchlgan is best known not for Project Zero but the tough new welfare rules imposed
under President Clinton’s reform-minded waiver policy. In both October 1994 and June 1996,
President Clinton granted waivers to expand Michigan’s “To Strengthen Michigan Families”
, program The program encourages work and responsibility by: - :
Cutting grants by 25 percent for those who refuse to work or go to school and
eliminating assistance for those who refuse to cooperate for 12 months; '
~+ Requiring minor teen parents to live in approved adult-supemsed settings and
attend school as conditions of eligibility. :
* Revoking drivers’ licenses of parents who don’t pay child support or don’t allow the
other parent visitation rights.
While Michigan’s program allows them to subsidize jobs for we]fare recnplents itisnota
widely used option.
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There is strong evidence that Michigan’s program has been successful state-wide. In
January, 31 percent of welfare recipients had earnings averaging $466 a month. A June 1996
evaluation of the To Stengthen Michigan Families program conducted by Abt Associates found
that welfare recipients randomly assigned to the program had earnings 11% higher than those
assigned to a control group, half the impact of the GAIN program in California. -

Michigan will continue its welfare reform program, with some minor changes, under the
- new welfare law. The state plans to use its own dollars to provide assistance to all adults who
comply with program rules (despite the five year limit on use of federal funds). The governor’s
staff says the state provides cash assistance (using block grant dollars) and Medicaid to those legal
immigrants in the U.S. before August 22, 1996 and who were eligible for AFDC or Medicaid.
They do not use block grant dollars to provide cash assistance to SSI or food stamp recipients cut
off because of the welfare law meaningly, generally, that poor families with kids will get cash -
assistance and other disabled individuals and other adults will not. Legal immigrants who arrive in
- the U.S. after August 22, 1996 will be banned from assistance for five years as required by the
federal welfare law and then will be eligible. Currently, in Michigan some legal immigrants
banned from SSI may be eligible for a state-funded disability program. The Governor’s budget
would prevent this, banning legal immigrants cut off of SSI from the state disability program. He
needs legislation to accomplish this, and Democrats plan to fight him every step of the way.
'Because of this brewing battle, it may be best not to praise Michigan’s immigration policy but
simply to simply say the welfare bill’s ban is unworthy of a great nation of immigrants.
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Clinton to talk
at joint session
of Legislature |

By DaviD MCHUGH
Free Press bansing Sadf

JANSING — President Bill Umtcn
will address a joint session of the
Michigan Legislature on March 6 and
talk about cducation, White House
and state officials said Thursday.

Clinton is to talk about challenges
in  reforming e
education and
welfare and the
importance of
the role the
states play in
addition to the
federal govern-
ment,” said
White House
spokesman
John
Murchinson.
" Nt just
Democrats. but
Republican Gov. John Engler wel
comed the news, H

House Speaker Curtis Hcrtel.il’)-
Pewoit, said, “We're honored to have
President Clinton come to Michigan,
where Democrats are already wo‘rk
ing toward the goals he ouﬂme:iafor
the schools of the 21st Century,”

larry Owen, Democratic candi-
date for governor and a ongume *
Clinton backer. said the pres;dent 15
making similar addresses in other
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Qwen, a Iammg lawyer, said he
visited the White House on Tuesday
and urged Clinton to respond to an
invitation from Hertel and come to
Michigan,

"He wants to heightén attention
vn the education problems of the

country,” Osr&en said. “He has some
good ideas.”

Clinton made a courtesy phone
call o Engler on Thursday, said
Engler spokesman John Truscott

“The president called this morn-
ing and said: he was interested in
coming to Michigan to discuss educa-
tion.” said Truscott.

“The governor said. ‘I'd love to
have you." "

Truscott. saxd Chnton and Engler
“are in sync” on several educational
issues, including standardized nation-
wide testing and charter schools,
expected to be topics in Clinton’s
speech. .

No time; was announced, but the
site for the j jomr gession, meaning both
the 110~member House and the 38
member Senate sitting together, Is the

more- epauous House chamber in ;

}

Fhl

the Capitol in Lansing. No details were
available on whether the public can
attend. Space in the House gallery I8
very limited.

State officials said it wouldn't be
the first time a president addressed a
joint session,

Theodore Roosevelt did it in 1907,
giving a I(Lminute speech on the need
to control great concentrations of cor-
porate wealth
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