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Our families. Our Future\ 
By 
John Engler 
Governor of the 
State of Michigan 

M:ijority Leader Posthumus, Speaker Hertel, colleagues in gove~nment. citizens of Michigan: 

I stand here tonight at th~. midpoint of my term. proud of what w~ have accomplished, optimistic about what 
we wiJJ do together. ' 

I., 

I am proud to report to the people of Michigan that in terms ofreform and results, the last legislative session 
is unmatched in state his~ory. ' 

Thus, the state of our state is better than ever. 

, 

For it has been a quarter ~entury since welfare was needed by s~ few ... a quarter century since the rate of 
violent crime was down so far ... and Ii quarter century since unemployment was, so low. 

" 

My friends. America knows that Michigan is back as a state of basic values. big ideas. and bold leadership. 

State after state is copying Michigan •• reforming school funding, reorganizing government and reducing 
taxes. 

We have strengthened M~chigan's foundation •• now, our greatest challenge is to secure Michigan's future 
for our families. . , 

Securing our future meaIlS making sure that our chiJdren have every chance to be safe. smart and successful . 
. ; 

Over the past six years, ~e have taken many steps that are makihg a difference for Michigan's families. 

We are on the right course. 

We will not turn back. 

We must forge ahead. 


" .~: 
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. . 

We must forge ahead ~o every child can attend a hiih Quality scheinl ... ~nl'\vE'.ry c.hild is protected from 
violence and abuse .. \ so every worker hAil the skill6 to COmptlle IIlIIl succeed ... so every family is safe in 
their home5 lind neighborhoods ... nnt! ~n t'.very gentlrlltion to cOlne is assured a Miohigll.n us bco.utit'ulllnd 
bountifulllS the Michigan we enjuy touay. 

.', 

Our fsmilie!l. our fUnlrt'. •• let thore wOldt be our inspiration" we work together -- today, tomorrow, 
foreve...: " 

IMPROVINO OUR St;:HOOLS 

My fellow citizens. nothing is more imporTAnt f(l th!:lfutllre of families than the quality of our ohildren's 
education. 

. , 

EUul.:ll.tiun is the ladder, from poverl)' to prosperity. .t:!ducation.make!l eqllAl nrportllnity pouible. Education 
is the key to the Amerioan dream. And it is the bll;k uC cuucation, '01' poor quHllty education, that too often 
makes welfare Dnd pri~ons necessary. 

:; 

Let me tell you where MiohiglUl stands when it comes to puulic eUul.:lttion. 

, 
We know firsthand that some of our public school~ anrl mllny of our teac.hers are the very beet in the world. 

nut we also know that too many sohools Are failing Qur children il\ld (hal ~OlllC teachers feel threatened in 
their own classrooms. ,; 

ft 

We know that Michigan studont3 score above AVCfage Oll nalil.lllld lc:stS. 

But we also know that we can do better and our children de.~ervfl h~rtflr, 

We know that parental ihvolvernent is the key to student SUCCess. 

But we Ilbo know that tOO many parents feel shut out and ignored. In pllrdcmlSlT, leo.ss than one·third of 
African-American fsmil,ies give their local SGnoob high marks. 

., 
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We know that Michigan spends $11 billion a year on public education. that spending on our schools has 
quadrupled over the past 20 years and that we are more generous with our schools than 42 other states. 

But we also know that money alone does not raise student performance. 

" , 

':,::;We know that Proposal A;has dramatically increased equity in school funding. and that next year, for the 
first time. every school di~trict will receivo more than S5,000 pe~ pupil, , 

:-, 
, 

'But we also know that th~ performance gap between urban and non-urban districts is intolerable. 

In addition to knowing where Michigan stands, it is important for you to know where I stand as governor. I 
am for public education. ~: 'i' 

,Il! 
~ .~ 

Being for public education has meant increasing funding for publi~ schools 25 percent in just five years., 
'~ 

Being for public education means tnat in the 1998 general fund budget I will send you next week, school 
spending. for the first time. will amount to more than everything else combined •• more than prisons. police. 
agricultUl'e, courts •• everything else combined. 

Being for public: educatio~ means givin~ our l.6 million students and their parents and teachers more 
quality school choices. Tt\day. with 77 charter public schools an~ !flore than two hundred school districts 
participating in our landm,ark school choice program, Michigan is'a national leader. 

, " 

I am pleased to announce~hat the National Conference on Qualit;: in Education has accepted my invitation 
to come to Dearborn this November. As a result, Michigan will have a chance. to show America what we're 
doing and learn lessons fr~m our sister states. i, 

Being for public education means backing President Clinton's call for more chartor schools. Last week, the 
President announced the d'oubling of federal support for charter schools. ' 

, ' 

I propose that Michigan ~ the first state to take advantage of thi~. ,national public school initiative. Further, 
I invite membet·s of the pl'~sident's own party in this legislature t9join us as partners in opening the doors to 
more charter public Schools. Let's work t()gclher! . :: 

. :.' 
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Being for public educatiori means holding all of our schools acco~ntable •• accountable to parents, (0 

employers and to taxpaye~s. "i 
1 

Being for public educatioh means insisting on high standards and rigorous tests to measure our progress. 
~ 

Bein, for public education means empo~erjn8 teachers. defendins local control and disclosin, to parents 
how 

, 
their schools 

" 
measure up •• with other area schools, wirh schools statewide, nationwide. worldwide. 

" 

Being for public educatioh means making sure that every schoof,>~very classroom, every teacher, every 
student is safe. .' .Ii' ' 

Being for public educatio.n means keeping education our top priority! 
I 

One key (0 quality education is quality (eachers. Proud, passionate ~- these professional men and women are 
making a difference in th~ lives of students every day. That'S why I was outraged to read in the Detroit 
News that in one high SChool this year nine teachers have been assaulled. 

, " 

• ,I•. 

When teachers are attackkt in their own classrooms. academic pc{rformance is also a casualty. I may be old 

fashioned, bur it seenlS t~ me. if a student lays a hand on a teacher. that student is gone.'


," 

If a basketball player pu~hes a referee. that player is out of rhe game, If a student assaults a teacher, that 
stud~nt should be out of ~he school. 

I> 

We've already taken a sJpcessful step forwilld by expelling students who bring weapons to school. As a 
result. we're moving bad[lddS out of class and helping good kids move to the head of the class. 

Now it's time for the nex~ step. I am proposing the immediate e~pulsion of any student who assaults a 

teacher. ~ : ,: . 


" 
f':':

: ~~ 

This legislation will be sponsored by Senator Leon Stille and Representative Jessie Dalman IlIld will also 

protect bus drivers, sec\l~ity personnel and all other school employees as well. 


.. 
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Let's do the right thing. Lei's stand up for our teachers and kids wbo play by the rules. Let's pass this bill in 
30 days. 

\ 

Further, I invite the leadership of the Michigan Federation of Teachers and the Michigan Education 

Association to join with us' in developing and passing this legislation. . 


., 

I have just stressed the importance of protecting teachers from badjkids who disrupt their classrooms, but 

what should we do when the schoo1 is bad? 


For too long, the reaction bas been: "It's somebody else's schooL :It's somebody else's problem." 

Ii may be somebody else'sschool but it is our problem. 

If I told you ,that 99 perce~t of the ] lth-irllders in one soutbwestllv,fichisan school district failed their state 
proficiency test iIi science'and that 9S percent of the] 1til-graders in our largest school district failed their 
:science test, you would sar: "That's an outrage -- something must be done." 

.'~ ,; ,;~ 

I agree. We must act to h\~lp the children in Benton Harbor. in D~troit and in other failing school districts. 

'j~ 

I 

Last week. Detroit Schoo(Board member Dr. Margaret Betts said, ''We need help. We're educating some 

kids, but we!re losing too many," She's right. It's time we stan.d shoulder to shouJder to help these kids. 


My friends. how in good c.onscience can we look the other way when thousands of children trapped in 

failing public schools have no other choice and no other chance?, ".' 


.. rI' 

Already, the state can hold school districts accountable when th~i'fail to meet strict financial standards.. 

However, nothing happens when school districts fail year after ye~ to meet even minimal performance 

standards. . 


To me, a system of accountability that focuses only on dollars and cents makes no sense and shoftchanees 
our children. We have no choice. We must change the systeml 
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So to help our children. I 'propose the School District Accountability Act to be sponsored by one of 
Michigan's most able ad.ocates for school reform and a public !I.chool parent himself·· Senator Dan 
DeGraw. 

I •.. 

This new Accountability A.~t would allow state intervention in any school district if either of the following 
minimal standards is not met: .,; 

·fjrst, when more than 80,:percent of the students fail the state proficiency test; 

·second. when the dropo~t rate is higher than 23 percent. 

In addition, I support Qutt)ori!ing the State Board of Education to:establish other criteria that would allow 
for state intervention. .. 

;; \ 

I realize that some will re~oil at the thought of state intervention. 
•.> 

They wi1l argue that local control means 
they should be in charge. ' ; \ .. 

As 1said earlier. 1defend local control, but I cannot defend failure. The standards that will trigger sta.te 
intervention -- 80 percent failing or 2S percent dropping out .- are proof that something is seriously wrong 
and we cannot sit by and!ignore the problems in the name of local control. 

No one·· no. one in this ;Oom, no one in this state·· can stand up and defend a school district that fails 80 
percent of our kids. 

·.1 . 
••1' 
.1' 

'.t.~ 

Make no mistake about it·· I will not, and this legislature shol.lld:not, turn away from children in need. We 
must act to put the children first and fix their schools. 

i 

All of us took an oath to !iphold Michigan's Constitution which says, "... schools and the means of 
education shall forever ~ encouraged." 

, ~. : ;,1 

Let's sland by that oath and do what it takes to educate our children. 

REFORMING WELFARE AND 
,I';PROTECTING.CHILDREN 
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Ladies and gentlemen, we afe doing what it takes to break the cycle of dependency. As families go to work 

and incomes rise. welfare reform in Michigan continues to be a national model. The key to our success has 

been a requirement that all families work. and that policy will continue. 


" 
1 

Welfare c8seloads have dro~ped by more than one-quarter over the last three years. In Project Zero test 

areas. the number of iamilies without income from employment dropped by more thin one·quarter in just 

three months! Now, more thal1 half of all Project Zero participants arc working Imd earning a paycheck. 


For Family Independence Asency social workers like Ann Hunt. who are now making housecalls to work 

with their clients, satisfaction from beating paperwork deadlines is'being replaced by satisfaction at seeing 

families achieve success. :. 


, : 

i . . 
Tonight, I propose we build on the success of Project Zero •• our full employment initiative which I 

announced lastye'ar. We will double this prngram and continue to move social workers into the community 

and welfare recipients into the workforce. 


i, 

, 
We reform welfare not just because it gives parents a helping hand to independence but because it gives 
children a helping hand to~:a better future. 

, 

. Children .- their health. s~ety, education and quality of life .- ha~~ been our priority from day one. I am 

proud of our accomplishments: 


i \ 

1 " 1 

·the number of adoptions (- doubled: 

-the number of abortions ;. down; 

omore than 100,000 welf~re families .. independent; 

oteen pregnancy·· down; ~ 

oinfant mortality.· at a reCord low; 

-immunization rate •• up dramatically; 
 i • 

-health insurance for kid~, .- top ten in the nation; . '. 

·welfare fsmilie.!! working .. more than 30 percent statewide; and, 

onumber of child deaths ~~ down by 25 percent. .: 1; 


! 1 

These accomplishments ke makini a difference in the lives of many Michigan families and improving the 

prospects for many Mich.igan children. , . 


I, 

While fewer children ari threatened by poverty and illness, unfortunately, too many children are tbreatened 

by adults. sometimes theJr own parents. 




·... 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

REMARKS TO THE MICHIGAN STATE LEGISLATURE 


MARCH 6,·1997 


Acknowledgments: Mr. Speaker, Governor Engler.. .. 

I am especially honored at this pivotal moment in American history to become only the second 
. sitting President ever to have. addressed this legislature. Ninety years ago, at the dawn of the 
industrial era, Teddy Roosevelt, on his way to give a speech at what was then Michigan Agricultural 
College, now Michigan State, stopped here to addressed a joint session of the Michigan legislature 
in this same room, at this same rostrum. You have since renovated this building to restore the same 
chatm, artistry and decorative splendor that was in place when Roosevelt visited. In 1907, America 

..was on the move. This building had only been wired for electricity two years prior to Roosevelt's 
visit. And Roosevelt made his trip from hereto the college campus in a brand new automobile, built 
by a Lansing company that was then just 10 years old. This year, Oldsmobile celebrates its centennial. 

This too is a rare moment in American history. Peace and prosperity abound. We have just 
completed four years where we produced more new jobs than any other four year period in our 
history. And we are looking toward.a world that is full of exciting new opportunities. Only a few 
times before -- after World War II and at the start of this century when we were entering the 
Industrial Era as a powerful and wealthy country at peace -- have we experienced anything like this. 
We have an incredible responsibility -- in America and in Michigan. Thanks to the leadership of your 
Governor, and the work all ofyou have dorie, your unemployment rate has literally turned around -­
from 7.4 percent in 1993 to 4.7 percent today. You have added more than 380,000 new jobs. And 
more than 579,000 Michigan students are able to benefit from our direct student loan program. 
Things are good and getting better .. 

But this is a moment of choice. We cannot afford to squander this moment in complacency 
or division. We dare not miss this chance to decide what kind of future we want for America in the 
21st century, and then to work together to build it. This is a time for us to build a new century. And 
we must do it, not as Democrats and Republicans, or liberalS and conservatives. We must do it as 
Americans. We must do it as One America. 

That is why 1 am here today --with a message I first carried to the Maryland legislature last 
month -- a message 1 will carry not just to this state legislature, but to other state legislatures, 
communities, and forums in the months to come. To prepare America for the 21 st Century, 1 am 

. asking for a new kind of partnership --with the people in this chamber, and people all across America. 
The era ofbig government is over. But the era of big national challenges is not And while national 
leadership can point the way --while national leadership can remove some of the barriers that had 
prevented our States and our people from solving their own probll;lms --the real responsibility is one 
we all share. As President, I am prepared to point the way --to shine a light on what is working ':... and 
to leverage the efforts of all Americans to meet our challenges. But you must be prepared to work 



with me, to seize this moment of opportunity while America stands strong enough to do so. 

Today, I want to talk about what we must do in two critical areas: giving our children the best 
education, and breaking the cycle ofdependency by moving millions from welfare to work. Taken 
together, these issues are at the core of what we must do to prepare America for the new Century. 
We must help everyone have the tools to succeed in this knowledge economy --and that means 
high-quality education and training. And we must make sure everyone willing to use those tools 
--everyone willing to work hard and take responsibility --has a c,hance to do so. Education reform 
and welfare reform are about bringing all Americans to the starting line of this new economy, and 

. then making sure they are ready to run the race. . 

Our number-one priority --the high threshold of the future we must cross --must be to ensure 
that all Americans have the best education in the world: that every 8-year-old can read; every 
12-year-old can log on to the Internet; every 18-year-old can go to college; and every adult can keep 
learning for a lifetime. 

Education has always been the heart of opportunity in this country. I think it is worth noting 
that between 1992 and 2000, 89 percent of the new jobs created in this economy will require pdst­
high school levels of literacy and math skills. And virtually 100 percent of those jobs will pay what 
is now an above average wage. But only half the people entering the work force are prepared for. 
those jobs. Our education system is still turning out millions of young people who simply are not 
equipped for the new world of work. 

As we prepare for unimagined new work and careers, the best investment we can make is not 
in land or factories or equipment, but in our minds --the one asset we can carry with us no matter 
what the future holds, so we can make and remake our lives at every turn. 

We must never forget that one of the greatest sources of our strength throughout the Cold 
War was a bipartisan foreign policy, Because our future was at stake, politics stopped at the water's 
edge. Now we need a non-partisan commitment to education --because education is the critical 
national security issue for our future, and politics must stop at the schoolhouse door. That is why 
America's states and businesses, parents and teachers must work with us, above and beyond the old 
divisions, to renew our schools--and I am pleased that a number of parents, teachers, and business 
people could join us today. 

In my State of the Union address,1 laid out a ten-point plan, a Call to Action for American 
Education [hold up booklet], that describes the steps we must take --and the State of Michigan is 
already doing many of the right things. We must help every child to read by the third grade --and I . 
am pleased that Michigan has already launched a state-wide tutoring effort to help our children learn 
to read.' I have proposed a similar model that can be applied in every state. The goal of our America 
Reads initiative is to build a citizen army ofone million volunteer tutors to make sure every child can 
read independently by the third grade. We will use 35,000 of our AmeriCorps volunteers to mobilize 
this anny. We think we can get at least lQO,OOO of these volunteers from the ranks of the new work­

2 




study students approved by Congress in the last budget. We must expand public school choice --as 
Michigan is doing through its new charter schools. We must rebuild crumbling schools --a 
priority for Governor Engler as well. 

We also must open the doors of college wider than ever before. My national HOPE 
Scholarships will make the first two years ofcollege as universal as high school --a $1,500 tax credit 
for the first two years of college and a $10,000 tax deduction for all college costs, plus expanded 
IRA's to saVe for college and the largest increase in Pell Grants in 20 years. We must give more of 
our workers the ability to learn and to earn for a lifetime through my GJ. Bill for Workers 
--transfonning the tangle offederal training programs into a simple skill grant that goes directly into 
workers' hands. 

My education plan is a comprehensive one. But any education plan can only be as strong as 
the things our children learn' each day, That is why our success depends upon holding our students 
to the highest standards --making sure they learn th~ basics that will be the foundation of success in 
the 21st Century. When 40% of our fourth graders do not read as well as they should --when 
students in Gennarty or Singapore learn 15 to 20 math subjects in depth each year, while our students 
often race through 30 to 35 without really learning them at all --we are not doing what we should to 
prepare our children for a knowledge economy. ' 

Let's understand why these basics are so important. The point is not merely to teach our 
chjldren facts and figures, but to teach them the ability to think and reason and analyze --to give them 
the tools and skills that will serve them in jobs and careers we cannot even contemplate ·today. 

To compete and win in the 21 st Century, we must have a high standard of excellence that all 
states can agree upon. That is why, in my State of the Union address, I called for national standards 
ofexcellence in the basics --not federal government standards, but national standards, representing 
what all our students must know to succeed in the 21 st Century. I c~lIed on every state to test every 
4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in math by 1999" to make sure these basic standards are 
met. 

We already have widely-accepted, rigorous national standards in both reading and math --and 
widely-used tests based on those standards. Michigan and more than 40 other states have 
participated in a test called the National Assessment of Educational Progress --which measures the 
state's overall perfonnance against a high national standard ofexcellence. Just last week, we released 
the annual assessment of math performance, and it shows that across the country our 4th, 8th, and 
12th graders are doing better. Michigan's score was among the most improved in the nation. Tens 
of thousands of students across the country have also taken the Third International Math and Science, 
Study --a test that reflects the world-class standards our children must meet for the new era. In 
January, I visited Northern Illinois, where 8th grade students from 20 school districts took that test, 
and tied for first inthe world in science and came in second in math. We know it is the right standard 
--and we know our children can meet it if they are challenged to do so. 
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Unfortunately, the current tests don't provide individual scores; they only measure how an 
entire state is doing. What we need are tests that will measure the performance of each and every 
student, and each and every school. That way, parents and teachers will know how every child is 
doing compared to students in other schools, other states, and other countries. 

That is why I am presenting a plan to help states meet and measure the highest standards. 
Over the next two years, our Department ofEducation will support the development of new tests for 
4th grade reading and 8th grade math to show how every student measures up to the existing, 
widely-accepted standards. The tests will be developed by independent test experts in consultation 
with leading math and reading teachers. The federal government will not require them, but these tests 
will be available to every state that chooses to administer them. I believe that every state must 
participate, and that every parent has a right to honest, accurate information about their child's 
performance. 

I am pleased that today Governor Engler and the Michigan Board of Education have 
.	endorsed our plan to test our 4th graders to make sure they are meeting the challenge in 
reading and our 8th graders to ensure they are measuring up in math. You have joined with 
us in refuting the naysayers who claim that in a country as big as America, we can't possibly 
have common national tests in the basics. To them we say: from Maryland to Michigan to 
Montana, reading is reading and math is math. We have plenty of standardized tests in 

. America today; what we need are tests that reflect standards --and they are two very different 
things. If we are serious about holding our children to the highest standards, every state in 
America must follow Michigan'~ lead -- take up our challenge, and test our children in the 
same rigorous way. 

If anyone understands the importance of high standards, it is the businesses that will depend 
upon our children in the 21 st Century. They know that only by ensuring that we have the 
best-educated, the best-trained, the best-skilled workforce in the world can we compete and win. 
Last month the national Business Roundtable also endorsed our call for national tests in 4th 
grade reading and 8th grade math. Together with America's parents, teachers, and 
lawmakers, they will join our crusade to make American education the best in the world. 

To reach high standards, we must also have the best teachers. For years, educators have 
worked to establish nationally accepted credentials for excellence in teaching. Just 500 of these 
teachers have been certified since 1995. My new budget will enable 100,000 to seek national 
certification as master teachers. [Michigan is headquarters for this effort]. . We should reward and 
recognize our best teachers --quickly and fairly remove those few who don't measure up ..-and 
challenge more of our finest young people to consider teaching as a career. 

Raising standards will not be easy. Some ofour children will not be able to meet them at first. 
But good tests will show us who needs help, what changes in teaching we must make, and which 
schools need to improve. We're not doing right by our students when we set low expectations. For 
too long, too many students have moved through our schools who CQuld not read and write at the 
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most basic levels. That is why, in addition to the 4th and 8th grade national tests we are urging, 
states should develop their own comprehensive benchmarks of what students should know to move 
up in school, and to graduate from high schooL It's time to put an end to social promotions, and 
make sure a high school diploma really means something --not to put our children down, but to lift 
them up. 

Throughout my career in public life --as a Governor, and as President --I have worked harder 
on education than on any other issue. That is because renewing education, raising our standards, and 
lifting up our schools is the embodiment of everything we must do to prepare for the 21st Century 
--to promote opportunity, demand responsibility, and build community. Nothing will do more to 
open the doors of opportunity to every American. Nothing will do more to awaken a sense of 
responsibility from every American, as they work to make the most of their education. And nothing 
will do more to build a strong, 'united community of all Americans --for if every American has the 
tools to succeed, we can move forward together, as one America. 

When it comes to providing the tools to succeed, our other great challenge is helping to move 
the permanent underclass into our growing middle class. Working together, we ended the old welfare 
system Over the past four years, we worked with 43 states to launch welfare reform experiments, 
'moving a record 2.25 million people off our nation's welfare rolls. Here in Michigan, you used your 
waiver to move people off the welfare rolls [Michigan facts to come). Now we 
have enacted landmark national welfare reform, to make responsibility a way of life all across 
America. 

That legislation brought an end to the old welfare system --but it was really a new beginning. 
Now that we have demanded that those on welfare take responsibility, we must all take responsibility 
to see that the jobs are there, so people on welfare can become permanent members of the workforce . 

.Our goal must be to move two million more Americans off welfare by the year 2000. 

I have challenged the nation's businesses to joir in this effort, and I have a offered a plan to 
help them: Tax credits and other incentives for businesses to hire people off welfare; incentives for 
job placement firms and states to create more jobs for welfare recipients; training, transportation, and 
child care to help people go to work. I urge Michigan's businesses, non-profits, and religious 

. organizations --large and small --to heed this important call. Each and every one of us must fulfill 
our responsibility --indeed, our moral obligation --to make sure that those who now must work, can 
work. 

The most direct and effective steps must be taken by the states. The legislation we passed 
gives states the authority, for the very first time, to take the money that had been used on welfare 
checks, and subsidize private sector paychecks. Missouri began doing this under one of our waivers 
~-and it is working. Now 1 challenge every state to follow their example. Use the new flexibility you 
have been given. Tum those welfare checks into paychecks. There is no better way to find jobs for 
welfare recipients, or to keep them employed. 

5 
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Second, I lirge you to use the money saved from welfare reform to make sure that even more 
people can move from welfare to work. 

And I urge every state and every Governor, Republican or Democrat, to join with me to get 
Congress to restore basic health and disability benefits when misfortune strikes immigrants who came 
to this country legally, who work hard, pay taxes and obey the law. To do otherwise is simply 
unworthy ofa great nation of immigrants, 

We passed historic welfare reform --giving states the authority and flexibility they had asked 
for for years. We were right to do it. Now states must live up to their responsibility, and help us 
finish the job. ., 

On education reform,' on welfare reform, on all our major challenges --let us build new. 
partnerships across old lines of responsibility. Preparing for the 21 st Century is not a job for anyone 
level of government alone. Many of our greatest challenges do not fall under the authority of 
Washington, nor should they, The power to solve our problems rests with all levels ofgovernment, 
and all sectors of society --and that is where we must forge our solutions as well. 

Together, we must seize this moment ofopportunity, and prepare our people for the changes 
and challenges of a new century, Together, we must renew our basic bargain of opportunity, 
responsibIlity, and community, and give everyone the tools to make the most of their own lives, If· 
we rise to that challenge,. we wi'll enter the 2 I st Century full of new promise and possibility, for all 
who share a stake in the American dream. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America, 
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closer loOk shows that thefawrageS are being pulled
down by sc:hoola In the .lMer city. where erim.e and 
dRIll are preYl)enr and tWo-parent families are noL 
None of the IChcoIs carne dose to Henry', MEAP 
.cores. 0nJf 16.9 percent of Hall Elemenwy School 
foufth ~rs ICOred Sll:IsfadO~ ill reading: at 
()e,",•• 15.8. percel)t; Har:risoD PIrk. 15.1 peRent; 

Henry School .. 
shows off qe~' Slpbee, 14.7 pel'C8nt; f'ranIdfn.,13=t; Campus.

13 . pm:enI; BU.rroD. 12.2 p(V'Cerl1;. . D Pa,rk; 10. . (,21, rz :~:: percent. and Budwum, 1.8 pacem. 
. I 

One ttIina' that obviously c:almot.be exponedto those 
MEAPgaIns snouldprompt hOllrd 
to see ifotllercity scRools &lin 6d/efir school. fi HelllY's prind~, RI.tdl Jones, who has 

bro.t order to th.' schoqL She also has hired aIt'~ time to atop c:aIl1ng.the 3v.a-year-old ~ of num6er of DeW teachen to irepIace others who wereHenry Park Elemenrary School IUl experl.alalt.~ By not producm, aood resultJ. ~ Ms. Jones can't one important, objective 1ZlIIeU1.Jft, stat. testfn& Henry be cloned. 1Cboo1 board m~ c:&ft hire principals 
bas become a d~ IUCC8SS stol')'. . .. Who are Iin\iJarty rnotfftled &nd then Jive them trext. 

. bUity to do their jobs. TIle Bc.ttool board aJso needs the
Grand RapIds Board of EducatioD. members sbouJd help 01 the teachen" union, $he Grand RapIds.Educa­
study what hastumecl around this school. where 1tU,. tion A&IodarJOa. Tbere must,be a W'IP blcenti.Ye pro­
dents once ~among the weakest performers in the IflDlIO that ~ reachers ~wWinI to work in the
district. Many·otherGnmd Rapids elementary IICb«tIs DetdllltlCboola. 1bat requlreI a change in union am- .
desperately need the same ttdp. . rude and the tI!adler contraCt, which puts seniority 

ahead of an else ill determtnlDa' faculty assignments.Henry. in a poor Southeast Side nejgh~rbOO<:!- three . 
school years .ago started receiving special assistance ! 

School board members pro~bJy c:aMot afford. to du· 
to bring the cumcuJUDl and classroom conditions in plicat. the money put into Neruy. More tban $1..5 mU.
line with those ·at Thomapple Elementary Sc~091.In lion in tQU.ipment and IUpplies has been purcbaftd.

the Forest HIlls School District. Class siZes wereJre­ B\lt it'. dear that tbe schoolS; In poor neighborhoods 
duc:ed, and money was raised publIclY and privatelYto need mon a:lmplt4erB,· ~opeGlu. Dbrat)' bookspurchase new matl!rials and equipment. Scores of:wl. and maps. . •untcers were brought In to tutor l1le stUdenm. .i •The little tb.inp at Henry a1so:CU be copied. .Students 
The trend in .test scores at Henry has been st~ must .wear· dorms. -which ~ bas turned attentions
upward. In 1992. no Henry fourth graders scorechat­ lomewbat from social statuS (0 madies. But most im·lsfactor1)y on the reading portion 01 the Mlc:hiIan Ed­ ponantly. the·1d!Gol st:resses Student attendance and
ucational .ABlessment Program (MEAP) test. 1ft 1996, pareDtaf irl\'oIYemeN. The att~ce tate bas crept 26.9 pc!rcent scored ill the highest range, -satisfacto­ up to H ptftlI!!Dt from 90 pen::cint In 1992. PuenlS are
ry.'" The percenrage of students who fell into the low· ri!quIrtd to set br9olvec1 in their c:hUdren's edueation
est category. c:aIled "low: impl"OYed from 65.7 percent by atteGdiol teacber confere~and si&:nin£ home­
in 1993 to 50 percent Jut year. The pins in math also work. The 1Cbool', Parent Tacber AssCidaiIon was
have been impressM. In 1992, just l.S. percent·of the nMved uHl is DaW Itroftl. .
ltudents were satisfactory and 80.8 percent went Jaw. 

Last'year, 30.8 perunt IC01"eCI satisfactorily, wtUJe die There Is pnuine hope In the aa:omplishments at

low rate dipped to 34..6 peramt. . ; 
 Neary. Grud RapIcII'low MEAP sc:ores no JODger can 

be qplalnecl a_y as the best that CIft be expected in
Even more sipf.ftcant perhaps ~ tbal most ~1s diffiaI1t CIOIIditkmI. The SChOol boanI should use
throughout the state scored tar lower OD.. the 19!16 Henry as a model and try to ~tm OM or twO ~oreMEAP rests than in 1995:-':.f~ sbft1!d about 25 ~. inner c:1ty 1Choo1l rllbt 8W1J'. A fOC'l.llled effort ij thecern: improvement. The dIJIiaIJIy DOW for Grand RaP,­ best ,.,. to Iltt1lCt commuaityj iavolYement and dol·
ids school board members Is tryIDg to ftgure out how Jars wbere JIICIIM!Y. It's ·uarauonable 10 anticipate
to transfer. HeDIy's reJarJve IUCC8SI to OCher schoo~ that Hemy or the othersch~1s will reach 11l0r. 
There's a louo.be done. ' . .: DIpple's test SCOI'III aft)'lime soon. But Ms. Joaes and 

her leac:bera haw shown that with a )0( of twd work. 
Fewer than a third or aU Gnmd Ra/: 4th ~ders the obaacles found In the dly's!most poveny·stridcen
scored sansfaClorily on NEAP na tests. Fewer neilhborhoods· can be reduced 1i,l the classrooms. . 
than 40 oen:ent reached that ~ in math. A ;. 
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State's charter schools 
are ,ursting at theiseams 

~; 	 2 


The dow#,side is large, 
Urban diStricts lose 
UDder bU~let cuts. l1l'i

. . 

ByMart~s 0-1...,. ' 
GGItMrr Ii,.,.~ StniCt ,'til-I" 

The Lanlin, area', charter 
KhcoJ:s - iIldudingMicbipD'I twa 
larre.t - are ~umillllt\1,de.D.ta 
a.l,. U they prepare ~ope che:i:r 
dcon at fit n~ar capecity. 

That means more tb.a.D 1,800 
IJ'III.ltU6mta WI .wtwlChaol 
year at _ c~ tlae ,&atal'. 61 alw­
nau... sel.d....tber thaD alDCft 
tnditiooal j.;iblie or priutt 1it ­

o .~.,. .W. ~1';~ 
"II we had ~'wo Ichoo)s, we'd' 

haft eDGUIh ItaCIeta to;ftIl &bIm.. 
_JimWIImIII, CI)ofouDdl!r tithe 
.612-tcDdeDt Walt« FltDCbAcade­
r:iy 011--.aDd 'I'edIDnlce aD 
Sout.b c.Gar StreeI. -W.....e.o. 
aome ICadenta apply to the Iebaol 
tm. year. We are full up. I'Yeaot 
Vi8itiDs J.i.N in tl'lery eJa..­

About 60 percent of Walter 
French Itudencs come trom the 
IMens SdloDI DiI~ but atMn 
are Cram suburban disU'icu and ' 
patOehial acbt,JcIs, wairm Mid. 

, 	 ADd ~81'8 orother cbariier 
Khoola aay the majority of their 
.tnden" comefrOrD the I.nli", 
Sc:bd Districfa pool of20,000 D­
dent.&. 

Each student who .ueDu a 
... charter Ichool brin,IU,900 in. 

Bta&e money with them. I.usiDe 
,acbooIa IlreadJNtIISlIIiIlalad 
.88pG1itiona from thi8 year. }rud. 
gat, ADd. eItimIted dlvWDUld .. 

, .. ID&DJ II 400 ttudenta blcaue 
of ehafter lehoola and IChool. of 

choice. ~ 
It W~the diItrict will lose 

twice chat .any, but Lanling 
SuperiDt.endeDc Ricbaid Halik said . 
die cIi.ftriC:t hU~~wait (or the dust 
to leUle betOrelauelliDg how well 
it ettima1:Alci. E~n itonly half'the 
1.800 ~\cIwwr school Itu­
GenU mlDe froID. the Lan.iDg dis­
triCt. it would _ a J.oee ofmore 
than 15 millim:l' . 

"If the echoOJ district was ade­
quately flmde4, it would not be a 
enti.,- HWiuid. -But when 
yog're boldtDfioa by JOur ftDpr­
Daila, ad,..... Nrcber·dnUned oC 
f\mdl. it becom" mOt! of a .con­c:ern... ~. . 

~ 

Lug•• urban diatriCh tradi­
daDaIIy..~_where 8Q,J.. 

denu art allQwed to pick and 
ehoole acboo)' aa tbe, nee per­ad. q.otJ problema and teek 
DR peI'IOD.,.., edualtiou. Halik 

IIi.d. ~ 


Some larI8. ~Dpen fadliuea and 

the political e1~ate fed by Gov. 

Joha ~11irone palttical push 
tor charter Ichooll ha. helped 
aa:net che Nte~. two Jargett char· 
teuc:baola to tan';ug. he aid. 

'!'be Mid-MlebipD Public School 
Acldemy. a ~ through 
~e ICbaQl opel'linl Sept. 16 
in the foim8r )(icbipn School for 
the Blind. ia the atate'a largest 
charwr lIChooi With 690 students. 
Walw Frencb·~872ltUdents put 
it IICOJld in Kicm,an. The Dext 
1arpIIt IChool .{the DetroitSchool 
at'IndUltriaI Art.I With an enlOU­
m.01,500. ;: 

The Ac.de~y of Detroit i, 
acceptin,667 ~tudeDta at three. : 
Decroit-area *"uons. I 
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Engler hacks dip~oma test 

BY PEGcYW.wa-SAJUilP'i -, 
,.~ r..t..aooa Wriwr 'Z,~d. '7 
. ~"OhD Eaglet plaas to \aXe a 
)I::I'lIODIl iD1t!'n!St in Ping srOOelllS I 
tm'IOD to take the stale Hich School 
Pro&::ieacy TI!Sl. bill. spoItesmIm said 
W~ .. 

.. 1"bc~.m pm.sare IIftivoer. 
sity 0Uic::iaJS and blllline1lll leaders 10 
ask for the diploma endorsements 
the I.cIl CGDIers when the)' admit or 
hire eradua1K.Jotm Trvtcon said. 

Hill sWernellI followed a report 
that IQOre dtaD hall the· pateI1ts or 
junionlm Birmingbll'll's bi.rh schools 
and aJmosl ORe'Chird of ~ at Troy 
High School signed waivers opting 
tlleir children out of the test . 

SliUeofSicial& say the ~were 
inl.cftded !orstudents with dlsabilllies 
..:.;. DOt food \IJUIdenlS fr.arinr failure. 

-Obviously. the' Il'1Liver pt'oc:as it 
being xnous/)' abu!led: Trua.;:ou 
Slid. "1f& canainly broufhr \he ",ob­
!em to O\Ir mention and we pi.." to 
addrt-sa (L· . 

.'The ]I·hour lens in I'IIIth,1II1'iI:ini. 
reading and acil.:.ncC" aU016' stlld.'IIts 

,Ht.1l inSiSt;,Jx. __1.. __1_ J_-lJ it e . ~~~ 
, . ... t~ 

JII1!d.ic'IDr the hiP IIChooI Ii' 
.tecWOllld be:~n':;' ~ 

StIIr.e !>.&p. Sharoa Gire, dwrman 
ol1be Houw: Edllation Commirlft. 
.., her.cllll11iltee will ~dy lCIIliDg 
illun after £ast~I. Me1'IIDers WillI 
nacn iDfotmaticm.lhe aid. 

"life Nrvot IlIInY ~ .bout Il 
011 both tidft of the aisle,· Gire said. 
"'We need 10 fa back Wi mJ!y\ake a 
elOle' look at that. wilh the stlte 
boItd. prior to 1IIJ1hin.f ~ fled to 
tN. wttb the IIIIdII!'nIs' furum.­

T.an SIDdy. direc'lOl' of the Michi­
can Business lLaderi 101 EduCllioll 
Excellence. said bu';neMI!'S MelI't 
sure what to make 01 the tellt or 
eedonementa. 

-.Baed OD the WllaiDg w're 8'!t.
tin, hm the polk)'makel'l, aDd the 
lid of ~ frvm '!he people wllo 
are ....ppoted III be IUpportlai' tht 
.... anel puam, it ~. iI's pmI)' 
bard 10 GJIllC't 'bulineu III sq, 'We're 
oa boAtd.' • Sandy 1Ild. 

EtJ.tQti,n; am'''' Tra" Viti. MI1tIf'o 
Itll,. """.ttrl If) '1Ii1 ~, 
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Successful systemic ~ange as envisioned b}tthe Michigan Department of EdUcation (MOE) is a 
long-term process. Many pieces and levels of the state's education system and supporting 
community systems must be transformed and better linked in order for the system to become 
effective. Technology :;and telecommunications are critical components in the educational reform 
effort and' the re.truc.urin; of instructional delivery systems. Several major initiatives 
demonstrate Mlchigan~~ commitment to improving the ,educational system through technology 
and telecommunicatior!s and have uniquely poSitioned the state to succeed in this effort: 

o In May of 1992:; the SBe adopted a comprehen~,ve five-year State Technology Plan to 
assist schools In their planning for, and implem:~ntation of educational technology. In 
1990, the State Board of Education (SBE) adop~~d 14 goals in ~ document entitled 
Education: Where The Next Century 8eglns: The': development of a tecl1nology plan was an 
essential goal. ,Since the adoption of the State Te'Chnology Plan, the MOE has been 
working dlflgently to support the recommendations, urging the use of technology to , , , 

transform teacher and student roles In Mlchjgan classrooms. The recommendations 
contained in th~' Plan have broad implications for the restructuring of the educational 
system and pr~paring workers with the necessary technological skUls for employment. 

)~ 

• 	 In his "1993 plan for Reforming Michigan Schools," Governor John Engler called for 
the "creation oJ the Michigan Information Network in' order to access information from 
around the wor.ld." This was followed by P.A. 335 of 1993 which required the 
preparation of a state plan to create a Michigan Information Network (MIN). Once 
implemented this Network will link each local. and Intermediate school district, 
community college, independent nonprofit cOlle~e or university. and loCal or regional 
library on an .qual basis by fiber optic. or co~ial Cable, or other comparable system 
allowing a world-class, statewide interactive VideO, and data access and exChange system. 
As Mich~gan has taken steps to enhance its teleCommunications infrastructure, MOE has 
worked closelyiwith the Governor's Office, the Departinent of Management and Budget, 
the Michigan Public Service Commission, and the private sector. 

~ 

• 	 In 1992, Amerltech and the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) Identified a 
substantial sum of money In "excess earnings," that would otherwise be refunded to 
ratepayers; and dedicated it ~o distance learning projects in Michigan. A "ratepayers' 
fund" ultimately provided about S10'.S million}or educational telecommunications 
projects in the istate, while Ameritech created a';'matchlng fund of comparable size. By 
October 1994, ieight projects were awarded money from· the ratepayer's fund. Statewide 
projects were .pproved for Merit Network, Inc/jto establish local dial-up access to the 
Internet from every calling area in Michigan, and for the Michigan Community College 
Association to complete a statewide compressed video network linking the state's 
•• _-........ --ul---- 10.............. 1 ...."'j""...tc c4n.tinn'j'AVAN ;\'111$1 of thA state were aDDroved. 




' " " ...... ............ ,.,.._,____ __ ~ _",.~:~;_. _ _~ _
,-,v.,n'I"' ..', """''''-V"liihih 

most empnasiz.ing data networks, but some havihg a video component. The ratepayers' 
fund was administered by the MPSC, while Ameritech's matching funds were 
administered by the company. 

Beginning In july 1995, all Michigan teacher preparation institutions were required by 
P.A. 335 of 1993 10 demonstrate that teacher education candidates have, in addition to 
knowledge of r~search·based teaching and high academic achievement, worldng 
knowledge of ri,lodern technology and use of computers for teaching and learning. This 
legislative req4irement supports recommendations contained in the State Technology 
Plan calling fer professional development for Michigan's learning community. as well as 
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the ongoing prl4rity to provide training and support for teachers to use technOlOgy and 
Integrate it into the curriculum. ;I'~ 

In addition to the, above major Initiatives. several other noteworthy activities exemplify the 

various collaborative efforts to advance the developmentfand use of new technologies in the 


, educational setting to improve student learning. '; 
• I', 

• 	 In 1993, 'a Tech'riology and Telecommunications, Planning Advisory Group (TTPAG) to the 
State Superintendent of Public I,nstruction was established to enh~ce planning efforts 
for the develop'~ent. use and access to. technology and telecommunications, The TTPAG Is 
comprised of representatives from over 40 key educational and business stakeholders to 
make recommendations regarding the implementation of the State TeChnology Plan. This 
is the first time :that MIChigan's broad educational community has come together to . "'-: 

articulate a shared vision for the implementation of educational technology on a statewide 
scale. ~ 	 , ,. 

;1;i 

• 	 Since 1994, Michigan has participated in the national Star SchOols initiative as a 

member of the Great lakes Collaborative (GLC), through the Education Connection 

Network (ECNet™). The project has provided a"K-12 mathematics and science 

Instructional support system to schools, enabling access to a full spectrum of Innovative 

worldwide resources through the use of multiple Interactive telecommunications and 

multimedia tecHnologies. While federal funding for the GLC was discontinued in 1995, 

the project hasfcontinued. under the' Goals 2000 program, in its mission to improve 

instruction by i~tegratlng educational resources with technological development and to 

support teacher. and students through the use of applied instructional technology. 


f; 
• 	 The Michigan ~tatewlde Systemic Initiative (MSSI). a National Science Foundation 

project which serves as a catalyst and guide for systemic instruction reform In 
mathematics an~ science, has joined with the GLC to further the achievement of Goals 
2000 statewldef The efforts of both entitles are closely integrated with Michigan's 
statewide planning process for school improvement for educational technology. The 
project is helping to positionsCudents for parji~ipation in the national Infrastructure 
for education ~nd telecommunication that are c~furren'.'Y underway. 

; 	 r"i . 

• 	 An effort is now underway in Michigan by a con'5ortlum of edu~ators. business and 
government rep'resentatives to establish a Michigan Tech Corps chapter. Tech Corp Is a 
national, non·proflt organization of technology .vblunteers funded by tHe business 
community, helping to improve K·12 education at the grass roots through effective 
. integration of t~hnOlogy into the learning environment. The organization utilizes the 
abilities of sklll8d volunteers across the country in an effort to prepare students, 
teachers, and schools for the 21st century. Tech Corps Michigan, now in its fourth 
month of organIzation, has 55 members. Tech 'Corps Michigan provides a unique 
partnership whibh enables the public and private sectors to support the development of 
new learning t~Chnologies into Michigan's SChO,~ls. 

• 	 Michigan 5ch061 districts afe demonstrating their cOmmitment to the development of new 
applications an~ the use of technology to suppprt the school reform, effort, as well as 
their ability to successfully compete in the natlo~nal Challenge Grants for Technology in 
Education program. The Melvindale·Northem :Allen Park Public Schools have 
successfully competed at the national level and was recently named as one of 24 new 

j 	 ,!: 
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fiscal year 1998 ~~,antl awarded under the natlonal;Chall.ng. Grants for Technology In 
Education prog~. Th. project, The Michigan Collaborative for Cross·Sit. TtlChnology, 
which IncIudII a c;onaortla of 14 school dlstrfctl, Michigan State University, and the . 
Henry Ford MUM~m. will ua8 the World Wide Web and distance leaming over the 
Intlmet to Irnpro", student '.aming. The grant will provide S6.5 million over five 
years. 

• 	 In 1995, the New.ygo County IntermecUeto School District consortium was awarded a 
Tacnnology ChaUel;'ge Grant for ita Newaygo County AdVanced TedlnoJogy Service project. 
The project brings together a consortium of public, private and non·profit Institutions 
to Implement a co~prehen8lve plan to improve th.r'educatlon pr~sa in a rural school 
district through the;; development and maintenance of an advanced fiber optic cable 
telecommunications network. i.:' 

" 	 ;)
i 	 . ~~~ . . 

• 	 Under Michigan's ~oals 2000 grant initiative, the SBe· has suppOrted a user-oriented 
assessment on ho~ MOE collects, proc ...... analyze. and disseminates education 
Information. The ihtent ia to provide an effective statewide communication and 
technology suppo~ system for schoolS. Th. partn.r, in this initiative, the Genesee 
Intermediate SChC?1 District. Merit Network. Inc., Michigan State University. and The 
University of Michigan are working with MOe to develop a prototype sYlt.m which will 
result In a set of (ntemet·based strategies for streamlining and improving the analysl. 
and turn~around of1 information. Funding provided, by the Goals 2000 fund sourc. have 
leveraged substantial additional support for this effort from the prlvat ••ector. 

~ , 

f~ ~. :'; , 
These and other initiative, demonstrate Michigan's commitment. from both the public and 

. privare sectora. to the exPanded use of technology to jmpro~e education and the achl.vom.nt of 
technology literacy in our ~chools. . A measure of the Stat.,', succi,s In linking school re.onn 
efforts with a greater emphasis on technology will bea system of continuoUs improvement that 
ensures that all students.{ regardless of background, abilIty. or disability, will acquire the 
knowledge and skills nece~sary to succeed in a rapidly changing society . 

., 
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i 
Ooa. 1- All te.oherl In the Nation will hav. the training and lupportthey need 
to help Itudentl le.rn through oomputer. and the Information superhighway. 

t 
Excerpted from Recommendations 5, 9 and 19: 

The state technology pian recommetida the integration of technology-based educational programs 
throughout ·the curriculum and, critically Important to. this specific recommendation, the plan 
strongly supports professional development programs to: ensure the technological competency of 
preservice teachers. a~ well as to upgrade' the techno!qgical skills of teachers, administrators, 
ancillary staff, parents. :community members and local boards of education. The SSE is on 
record In favor of helpil'1g educators to become more aware of various technologies and 
technology selVices that may be available to educational Institutions at little or no' direct cost. 

The Impact of technology on teachers in panlcular. and their role in the adoption of technology 
into the existing schodl structure is extremely important, yet until recently too often 
over1ooked. Since the ~SE adopted these recommendations, legislation was approved In Michigan 
that requires new teach~rs to have a, working knowledge of modern technology and theu,e of 
computers. Along this~same line, the MOE's Office·of Teacher Cenificatlon Is currently 
exploring the creation of a technology endorsement for certified teachers. 

Goal 2 • All teache,. and studentl will have modern computer. In their 
classrooms. 

; 

~ 

Excerpted from Recom~endation 1: i;~ 
J ;'1 \ 

The SSE's support for ,eachers and students having aecess to modem computers is explicit in its 
recommendation that e'ducational Institutions must recognize the many new technological skills 
which are. needed by current and future workers, as well as the Information skills required by a 
literate, educated citiz~nry. Such skill levels cannot be easily attained if students must learn 
using outdated, outmo~ed computers and related equipment. In 1986, the computer/student 
ratio in Michigan was reponed to be one computer for every 35 students. According to a 1990 
national survey of the number of computers in K-12 SChools, conducted by Quality Education 
Data of Denver, Michigan's computer/atudentratio was equal to the national average of 1 :22. 
Based upon a 1 Sl89 MDE survey. that ratio was expected to be reduced to one computer for every 
1estudents. ' 

Goal 3 •. Every cla"room will be connected ~o the Information superhighway. 
~ !~ 

Excerpted from Recorrlmeridatlons 1, °13, 14, 3, 6, 10; and 12: 
) , 

The SBE encouraged the establishment of .. a statewide: telecommunications system and a 
'gateway' for voice, video, and data aceessible by all citizens and eduCational Institutions." This 
recommendation was among the first calls for a statewide telecommunications network.ln 
Michigan, a concept tHat evolved into the development of a virtual "Michigan Information 
Network" that would s'8rve as Michigan's link to the nationai information superhighway 10r 
schools, libraries, medial facilities. government offices and citizens. . 

!\ 
1~ 

AlSO encouraged by the state technology plan was legislative action to ensure affordable access to 
information. communications. and broadcast seNices ,for educational institutions. Lawmakers 
approved the Michigan Telecommunications Act (MTA)~: effective January 1. 1992, as one of the 
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first atate laws 10 emph,salze the provlalon of telecomm~nlcations servlcea In a competitive 
market to help reduce c,bsts to all users, including education. The law also confirmed the right 

for educational Institutions to own and operate telecommunication systems largely free of state 


. regulation. In 1995. ~ MTA waa amended to allow m<#it educational institutions to sell excess 

telecommunication. cap,aclty up to 25 percent of the In~itutlon's total capacity. Combined with 
the excess eamlngs ~ of Ameritech that was channeled, through MPSC, the MTA helped create a 
foundation for the MIN and rallied educational institutions and organizations, the MOE and the 
recently created Office ;of the Michigan Information Network (Michigan Department of 
Management and Budge,t) around the goal connecting Michigan Classrooms and the citizens of the 
state to the information, superhighway. ,. 

I 

Accompanying this ap~llcation In the state technology plan are recommendations for minimum 
telecommunications capabilities for every educational building and every classroom at an 
educational Institution, :Includlng teacher preparation facilities, that would make conn'ections to 
the information superhighway feasible. The plan adv0C;8tes that each building be equipped with 
a computer network, fI~er optic technology, cable televiSion access and satellite signal . 
reception, while each classroom shoUld have a telephol'!~ access, computer. videodisc player, 
Videocassette recorder: and television/monitor. ~ S 

l 'i~ 

Other recommendation~ of the see that support acces~ to the Information superhighway from 
every classroom inclu~. a call for strategic planning on 'both a local and a regional basis to 
better utilize technology in tearning. teaching and communication; a recognition that affordable 
access to Information, icommunicatlon and broadcast services is essential for educational 
Institutions. while oPti~ns for more stable funding of technology systems must be developed and 
institutionalized; plus '" acknowledgment that facilities renovations and construCtion standards 
should be developed ~~ help design technologically rich learning environments In older school . 
buildings in Mlchigan'f 
Go.' 4 • Effective ~and engaging .oftware .n~';; online I••rnlng r••ource. will be 
an Integra. part of .very school currlculum.' , 

,".i 

Excerpted from Reco'7'mendations 13, 14, 19, 18 an~Z21: 
§ .~ 

The SeE's recognitjo~ of the importance of effective ~$~oftware and on-line leamlngresources Is 
reflected In its recommendations for minimum technology specifications for each educational 
building and cla8sroo,,", 8S well as recommendations'that teachers receive the training 
necessary to incorporate technology into the currlcuium. Effective software and on-line 
learning resources. Ii~k. modem hardware and professional training. contribute greatly to 
fulfilling two other SB,E recommendations: the establishment of a computer network accessible 
by all educational institution. and K·12 classroom teachers; and the enhancement of school· 
home communicatlor(s using voice mail and similar computer-based telecommunications 
technologies. It Is u.,derstood that a technologically rich learning environment, complete with a 
wide variety of leam1ing resources and innovative communications opportunities, requires up· 
to-date hardware, $~ftware and training. 

,; 11': 
' .." 

MDE'sexpelience af,id success with on-line servlcesl'provlded through the Gopher and World 
Wide Web Servers documents the importance 01 on~ii~e learning resources. AceeSs. to the 
SerVers. which are designed to facilitate communica,t{on and information sharing between MOE 
and the public. has nsen to 4,500 retrievals per weekday and to over 3,000 per day on 
the weekends. totaling over 2 million retrievals to da~e. Half of these retrievals O(:Cur outside 
normal working hou~s allowing MOE to serve the public more eHectively. 

~ 
j 
\ 7 
'l 
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. Remarks by State Board ofEducation PresIdent, Mrs. Kathleen Straus 

I.
l February 20, 1997 
~ 

Thank you for giving me,! as President of the State Board of Education, an opportunity to share my 
",'vision with you today. I!,hope my thoughts will help guide, the Hoard in bringing improved student .;·1" 

. '-'-.,!learning to all students h? Michigan. 	 . , 
j 	 , 

Throughout my tenure ~n the State Board 1have supp~~ed many efforts to reforID and improve 
public education. I stand by those efforts and firmly believ'~' that the moves toward higher standards 

.and greater accountabiliiy have and will continue to impr6ve learning for our children. But I have 
...an uneasy sense that we:1are stiJI missing major components in our efforts. We have been tinkering .', 


in a lot ofareas, but haver't pulled it all together. Let me' set the stage for this discussion by giving 

some facts that will help;iIlustrate my points. 


!; 

• 	 One in fq~r children in :.M:ichigan live in P9verty, 

• 	 One in tJree Michigan students receive free or reduced lunch. 
~ 	 , 

~ 	 i:!
• 	 Seventeeh percent ofMichigan families have annual incomes ofless than 


$1 s,aoo.! 
 r 

~~ 
- ': 	 :0• 	 Nearly one in five households are headed \~y a single parent. 

~ .'a 


• 	 Four of ~very ten middle grade students in Michigan are unsupervised after 

school. j:


! 
. 	 i .• 	 The average monthly cost ofchild care is $388. 

b • 
I~ . 
!

• 	 In Michigan 23% of adults over age 18 do not have high school diplomas. 
Ii 

• 	 Studies ~how that the poorer children areYthe more they tend to be overweight and 
unhealtht. 

~ 	 :~~ .,

• 	 Schools pave cut back on physical educat~pn classes and cities have substantially 

reduced public recreation programs. :'j

i; 

• 	 Illicit drSg use is greater among high school students in America than in any 

other industrialized nation in the world. .' . 


\ 

These facts illustrate ~at our society has changed fairly dramatically since we were growing up: 

Much ofthe change is a;direct result ofdemographic changes in our society. Today many children 


, 
~ 

1 
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either go to a babysitter;; a -day care center, or home to an empty house. For the most part after 

school time is play time, sometimes supervised, sometimes not. Help with homework is not always 

avai1able. - ::.: 


·i 

~ 

But let's focus on whatl does go on during those three ~ours between school and the time when 

parents come home from ~ork. Some situations may be ecucational and well supervised, but many 

are not. Many depend ~n television as a babysitter. Cori~ider what they see •• soap operas? talk 

shows? movies? What else goes on during those afternoon hours? Certainly no time is more private, 
less directed or supervi~ed) and more available for teenage sex, introduction to drug use and the 
fonnation ofgangs. Aft~oon hours are generally not being used productively by or for our children. 

I 

How about evenings? Pa~ents get home from a full day's work at 6:00 p.m. Mom has to fix dinner, 

eat dinner, do dishes, shop if necessary (evenings or weekends), clean house, and pay bills. Dad is -

\ .. 
., 


busy with other househ.pld chores including cutting the lawn, shoveling snow (and yes we want' 

greater parent participation in our schools) and on and .on. Oh, yes, and help the kids with their 

homework. Now that presents another problem. In manY'cases parents do not have either the time 

or the educational background to be able to help the kids with homework. Even those of us who 

have time and a good educational background are findihg more and more that what the kids are 

learning in high school ~~ even middle school or junior hi~1.far surpasses what we learned in school, 

particularly in math, scien~ aod technology. With the body: ofknowledge now doubling every three 

years, most ofus can't }(eep up. So who is available to help kids with their studies? 
, 

j :,:".'
A few other examples fut)ther illustrate the problem. We know that proper nutrition is important to 
learning. We've done something about that through the school breakfast and school lunch programs. 
We also know that proper physical exercise actually improves our ability to learn. Unfortunately. 
only about half of the kids participate in organized sports. Hardly any ofthe rest engage in regular 
physical exercise. In other words about halfofour kids gctno regular physical exercise. Does your 
child take music 1essons?2: Religious instruction? Have a j9b? Need to see a doctor ora counselor? 
Or need a tutor because dfleaming prob1ems? Who provides transportation to these activities? And 
when? And at what cost~are all the extras? Day care take~..all the ex'1ra money many Americans can 
muster.; !;6­

" j ~~"l ~~ 
We don't have to thin~ long and hard to identify a hosi:fof areas thatwe are perfectly capable of 
addressing that could, an~ I believe would, have dramatkresults in many ofthe areas that currently 
cost society millions ofdbllars. each year and currently keep our kids from learning to their potential. 
I'm referring to problen)s such as crime, drugs and teen pregnancy. America ranks first in teenage 
pregnancy rates among industrialized nations at 14% with the next closest country at only 7%. 

:' ' 

So what is the solution? ,i believe the solution ties in creating a system of education that is responsive 
to the changing demogJ'~phics and meets the needs ofOdr modern day families. Whether we like it 
or not, time and fami1ie~ have changed. Now it is time tocha.nge our schools to meet these needs. 

F~ 

2 
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I propose full Gay, full serVice schools where children are eng~ged in developing theitminds and their 
bodies in safe educationa;I environments. :~ 

; 
" 

'i,t 

Between 8:00 and 5:00 students would be engaged in educational activities. Educational,activities 
" 	 ' 

would inc1ude academic class work, physical exercise, vocational training, study periods, arts, 
'tutoring, and other actiVities which parents would choose for their children. The day would also 
include necessary break :tim.e, regardless of the grade, to give students the needed down time to 
refocus their energies. I~ the upper grades, parents might opt for a son or daughter to work in the 
community for a couple orhours or have release time for religious instruction. But whatever the time 
away from school betwe~n 8:.00 and 5;00, it is at the parent's discretion and the school would have 
a record of the parent's~equest. In this system parents would make the choices and would know 
where and what their ch~tdren are doing. They would be '~ssured that their kids would be actively 
engaged in something useful. Best of an for students who need additional help, the help would be 

,	available to them. Work ",ould get done in most cases befq're they go home. This is a system where 
students spend "moret~Jne on task," whether it is for e~~ra activities beyond the basics or on the 
basics themselves. This is a system that recognizes that kids iearn at different rates; accommodates 
fast, average and slow ]~arners; and makes certain that adequate time is spent in wen supervised 
learning environments. ~ . 

( 

, Because the schools wou~d be fully functional all day. activities could be spread throughout the day. 
The day would not have~to be broken into academics in the first part and other activities in the late 
afternoon. Having a fulf!service school all day is one of the reasons this proposal works. Teacher, 
teacher aides and volunfeers from the community would assure that all activities are appropriately 
staffed and monitored. :~ 

Full service,schools sh04ld also have a full complement of needed social services available on site. 
Basic health care coul4 help to keep children healthy ~~nd in school rather than at home. The 
problems associated wit~ immunizations. for example, wd6ld be much easier to handle if done ri~t 
on site at the neighborhood school. :'" 

J 
f 

Teen pregnancy robs opr teens of their youth, many educational opportunities and costs society 
millions of dollars eaclfyear. Gangs, which have no better time to form and be active than in the 
afternoon, rob our childr~il oftheir freedom and in many cases their lives., In 1995 41 % ofMichigan' 
students surveyed had ~ried marijuana one or more times, and over one quarter of those surveyed 
used marijuana one or ~ore times during the previous 30 days. lfwe can lower any,or all ofthese 
by keeping our kids in school, challenged and occupied during those hours they are most free to get 
into trouble, the cost will~be small in comparison I also be1i~ve that the costs wiJ) not be significantly 
higher. We will need more aides to help in the classroom, 'with tutoring and other activities that may 
not require certified te&chers. but we won't need signWcantly more teachers. The facilities are 
heated, lighted and available, .and we have the expertise to:; challenge, remediate and meet the needs 
of most of our. students;l :~ 

~~ 	 : ~ 
1 

" , 

",' 
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I would like to see us stop tinkering around, the edges, look carefully at the demographic changes of 
our society and make some far reaching decisions that will truly address the needs ofour parents and ,. 
children. In the upcoming two years as president of the State Board ofEducation, I intend to push. 
an agenda aimed at builging a fuJI service-full day education system that wjJ) provide the services 
needed by each child to' be successful and healthy. I would like to hear from school districts that 

~ 	 . . 
already have ,similar programs. I firmly believe that if the,program is well conceived and executed, 
the district wiU have to tllm (lway students because their schools wilJ be full . 

'!' 	 , ) 

In the upcoming weeks 

.' 

~he State Board ofEducation wil! be working to develop a list of priority 
items for policy develop~ent to implement this program ~d others., . 

I' 
", 

i i 

. 	; 

t 
, 
:~ 

:',' 

4 



, , 

SEr'W:" BY: M I CH IGAN HOUSE 3- 3-97 '10:08 DEMOCRATIC POLICY~ 912024567028;# 
, 

11 4." 

Statewide Stan~ards in Michigan 
'l• 
~ ; t 

" , ~s part ofthe school refomlS in 1993, the L:gis1ature~Ilncted a system ofhigh school profIciency 
tests. whlch. when passed, w()u1d lead to endorsed dlploma~.~~lated to thcse tests was the mandatory core, 
cuniculwn statewide standards, designed to prepare pupils fai,the higher level oflearning required by the 
endorsed diploma program. I "'~,', 

,I 1~ 
, \ 

The High School Proficiency Test 
{ :),f 

Tn 1993 u system ofi'state endorsed diplomas was instituted.. Successful completion of a high' 
school proficiency test leads ~o 8 diploma endorsement. Diplomas may he aWdIded without endorsements, 
depending 011 each school district's standards. The proficiency tests are given in the 11th grade to test 
knowledge appropriate for 1Qth graders. They cover math, science and communication arts (reading and 
writing). t 

These tests are not ~inimum competency tests, but kstead were intended by the LebiislatUrt to 
reflect high standards and thb skills that Michigan empJoye~, believe students need to be successful.,

\ 
",~ 

Mandatory Standards R,duced 
' 

to a Model !~f 
t "1 

Late in 1995, the Le~slature amended the School C,qde to reduce the required core curriculum 
, col1lent standardS to an optioiml model. Schools are therefore now free to teach below the state standard. 
In August or 1996, High Schqol Proficiency Test results reve~ed that less than half ofour high schoolers 
scored well enough to receiv~ endorsements on their diplomas. 'Recent MEAP scores are down aroUnd the 
state as well. Many argue tn.at a mandatory core 'curricu1um, adopted as a part of the endorsed diploma 
program. would have forced;every school to teach up to the l,evel of this statewide minimUm standard. 

Nearly 87 percent ofparents who responded to a poll conduCted by theState Board favored requited 
content standards, as did pr{:>minent business groups, inc1uding the Michigan Chamber of Conunerce, 
Michigan ManufactuTers As~ociation and the Michigan 8usiiIess Leaders for Education Excellence~ Tn 
addition, every major edUcation group is' on record itl opposi~ion to model standards. 

, ~ i; ; 

Core Curriculum Inceritiyes ~~I; 
~ " 

Michigan House Derrloerats have introduced 1egislatiof] that would encoUrage the adoption of the 
state model core curriculum:content standards by providing. through the State Aid .t:\ct, $5 per pupil to 
school districts that adopttijcsc standard'1.These paymen~ are made to those schoo.1s that submit,a 
resolution to the Michigan !Department of' Education stating' that they have adopted the ,state model 
conten[ standards. 1 

~ 

The Democratic Plan 
\ " , , , 

. 'Tthe House bill on Gore Curriculum Content Standards mirrors the President's call for higher 
national education standards~. ".I' 

~ i ;!! 

~ ~~~---r.~~---. 
P6st.it'" Fax Note Date 

TO 
g 

Cp.lDept. 
" 

Phol10 1/ 

House Democratic Policy Staff March 3,1997 Page 1 ' 

http:schoo.1s


SENT BY:MICHIGAN HOUSE 3- 3-97 10:08 DEMOCRATIC POLICY~ 912024567028:#2/. 
.-'" . 

~ 
~ 

. ~ 	 i~

Charter 	Schools in Michigan ,t 
~ 	 : , . 

As of February 1997;. 76 schools have been established. educating 12,620 students. The growth 
of chartcr schools suggests $at attention should be given to [whether these schools o:fft:r a hetter option 
to our children and whether} the state should allow an unli.niited number of these school to opcn. . 	 . . 

· . Because charter schools have yet to prove themselves as good as or better than neighborhood. 
public schools, this new la~ includes limits on the number of schools. . 

. 	 I 

~ , 


Michigan House Deinocrats are concerned that while charter schools may represent an option 
for educating parents, they spould prove thenlselves before they are greatly expanded. To do this, they 
must meet high educational standards, and oversight over the chartering process should be greatly 
enhanced. CUrrently in Michigau, sufficient oversight is rar,e. 

':.,. i 	 ~~ 
The fiscal 1997 Scho91 Aid budget bill addressed anoij}cr charter school problem. Many ofthese 

schools were fonnerly priva~ schools. Known a... "conversio~'Fh.1rter schools," by law these schools triust 
advertise their charter school status, and establish a lottery ifapplicatiollS exceed available spacc. As a 
public school, enrollment mu.st be open to all applicants. preference cannot be given to fonner studcntsof 
the private school. Conversion schools remain a concern for::tnany Democrats: some conversion. schools 
showed ilsuspicious nwnbcr ofprivate school students enrolling in the new charwr ~hool. . . 

1 

Reading Guarantee 
I 
t 	 , . . . 

The Michigan House Democrats are about to introduce legislation that would increase reading 
abilities by providing funding for the following programs: . . 

~ 
• Full day kindergarte~ . ;~, .. .. . .. 
• 
• 

Additional teachers (n Kindergarten to 3rd Grade to!,'t;educe teacher/student ratio to 15 to 1 
Teacher training des~gned to anow K-3 teachers to t3;ke advantage of the smaller classes . 

• Parent training programs designed to enhance home enrichment and support thecuniculurn 
• Family resource centers located near each school w~~ social workers and school nurses 

\' 	 I , 
~ . 

The President's Propos~1 
~ .. 	 .. . ..' . 

• Create national edtic~tion standards a~d require all states adopt those standards by 1999. 

• Create ..America Re~s,,, an initiative to increase the percentage of~th graders· that can read. 
~! 

• Spend $5 billion on ~chool construction. 
!hI 

\1 . .: ~ ,

The Democratic Plan :,
~ 	 !'ri " . 

While the President's~plan focuses onincreasing read~~g scores through mentoring programs and 
other out-of-school initiativ~s. the Michigan House Democratic plan seeks to enhance the in-school 
attention given to this problem. 

. t 

1 
~ 

j 
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Access to High~rEducation 
The MET Program 

;:1 
),
( 

. In 1986. the Legislatpre responded to, the rising cosr8, of postsecondary education by intitiating 
an innovative plan to ~elp ~mes save for college expenses. 

\ 

Under Governor Janies Blachard. the Mcihgian EduC~t.ion Trust (MET) program wa intrOduced 
to allow parents to pay for ~eir chidlren's tuition-at set-·ra~~,s-years ill advance. The theory was that 
the ~tate would get a better rerurn on the investment by pooJi,ng parents' funds than families could obtain 
with their own investments.~ ;\ 

. ,t 
~ 

.. . ., 
Shortly after Governor Engler took oftice in 1991. the program was closed to new contract'). 

At that time, an investment qf $3.380 would guarnatee a newborn four years of tuition at riay Michigan 
public university. Over 5,300. contrac~ were sold that year, with many purthasers opting for amontbly 
payment plan. Some 53~847 contracts were let from fhe.inception of the program in 1986. 

In October 1996, d1ei,Engler administration reopened enrollments. However, the cost of MET 
contracts increased tremendQusly. The cost of a contract in, 1995 cost $19,808 compared to $6,745 in 
1988. The effect on enrol.jmenis is rpedictable: In the pr9gram's first three years, 54,627 people 
enrolled. Now that the price has more than doubled, the number of people submitting applications was 
only 3,079.' . i:~" 

),.!: 

Tuition Tax Credit ~ :~ 
.,l . "!,: 

, . Legislation current.lJ pending before the Michigan :~ouse, Democrats have p~oposed a $500 
tuition tax credit forfami1ie~ making under $200.000., 

. The Presidentts Propos" 
\. 

Make the first two years of ~llege education as common as a high school diploma through: 
• HOPE scholarships. c 

• A $10,000 income taX deduction for college expenses, 
• Allowing IRA withdrawals without penalty for educ,a~jon expenses, 
• Increasing Pell gran4.· ' '', 
The Democratic Plan 

~ .';;-, 
The President and the Michgian House DemocratS~;would provide greater access to higher 

education for middle class t~milies who otherwise may not be able to provide this advantage to their 
children. i 

,~ 

'!'. 
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. ~ rf )Si;;~/-" 
Governor Engler's Plan~ 	 ,,/' • ,;' 

\ 	 itt> ~ I, 

School District Accountabi'~ty Act 7" ; ,l.V'4/' ,.,,(/'" , 

The Governor proposes that:school districts be taken over bj'tl1e stale if less than 20 percent of students 
"pass the High School Proij.ciency Test." or more than 25 ,percent drop out. 

I 
I, 	 . 

Only the Benton Harbor s~hool district would qualify under the dropout standard. , 'The following' 
districts qualify under the H~Yf standard if a low pass·rate ~br aU four subject matter tests is required: 

I 

Beecber J, Benton Harbor Buena Vista Detroit 
Highland Park 1 Westwood Comm. Whitefi~h Willow Run 

j, 	 . . 

.If a low pass-rate on any ~ subject matter test is' sufficienf, 139 districts will qualify. 
:t r l~( 	 , " 

• 	 The recent trend in ~epublican education- "refonn'~ :'bas been to increase local control, except 
where political agen9as like Governor Engler's Scheiol Accountability Act require otherwise. , 	 . 

" 

• 	 This proposal adds to the Governor's confuseded~cation policy. Originally. he supportecI a 
Mandatory Core Cu~riculum, now he opposes iL ~. , 

! 
• 	 He supported Site Based Decision Making, now he ,opposes it. 

I
I 	 ., 

• 	 He has often said he,~s for local control, now he opposes it. He now believes that bureaucrats 
are better able to ruil schools than locally elected sc4001 boards, and to decide which students 
should be expelled. ~ I :i! 

f 
• 	 Although he says he wants to make schools responsible for the sucee~s of their students, he 

vetoed all professio~l development funds last year .de . 
~ 	 i'j~ 

• 	 He professes to sup~ort parental choice, but dot:s n~t trust these same parents to eiect school 
board members or grapple with financial difficulties.' 

{ 	 . ' , 

• 	 To base school takeoyers on the High School Proficiency Test, while it is still effectively in its 
developmental stage$, is misguided, and. providing for the takeover of schools based on these 
results is irresponsib!e. 

'J 

~ 
\ 

t 
"~ , 	 • ;1,; 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAMJ. CLINTON 


REMARKS TO THE MICHIGAN STATE LEGISLATURE 

MARCH 6, 1997 


Acknowledgments: Mr. Speaker, Governor Engler. ... 

I am especially honored at this pivotal moment in American history to become only the second 
sitting President ever to have addressed this legislature. Ninety years ago, at the dawn of the 

Industrial era, Teddy Roosevelt, on his way to give a speech at what was then Michigan Agricultural 


.College, now Michigan State, stopped here to addressed a joint session of the Michigan legislature' 

in this same room, at this same rostrum. You have since renovated this building to restore the same 

chann, artistry and decorative splendor that was in place when Roosevelt visited. In 1907, America 

was on the move. This building had only been wired for electricity two years prior to Roosevelt's 

visit. And Roosevelt made his trip from here to the college campus in a brand new automobile, built 

by a Lansing company that was then just 10 years old. This year, Oldsmobile celebrates its centennial. 


This too is a rare moment in American history. Peace and prosperity abound. We have just 
completed four .years where we produced more new jobs than any other four year period in our 
history. And we are looking toward a world that is full of exciting new opportunities. Only a few 
times before -- after World War II and at the start of this century when we were entering the 
Industrial Era as a powerful and wealthy country at peace -- have we experienced anything like this: 
We have an incredible responsibility -- in America and in Michigan. Thanks to the leadership ofyour 
Governor, and the work all ofyou have done, your unemployment rate has literally turned around -­
from 7.4 percent in 1993 to 4.7 percent today. You have added more than 380,000 new jobs. Your 
welfare rolls have dropped 30 percent. And student achievement has risen and more schools are 
meeting the high standards you have set. Things are good and g~tting better..' . 

But this is a moment of choice. We cannot afford to squander this moment in complacency 
or division. We dare not miss this chance to decide what kind of future we want for Americ,a in the 
21st century, and then to work together to build it. This is a time for us to build a new century. And 
we must do it, not ,!-S Democrats and Republicans, or liberals and conservatives. We must do it as 
Americans. We must do it as One America. 

That is why I am here today --with a message I first carried to the Maryland legislature last 
month -- a message 1 will carry not just to this state legislature, but to other state legislatures, 
communhies, and forums in the months to come. To prepare America for tQ,e 21st Century, I am 
asking for a new kind of partnership --with the peo'ple in this chamber, and people all across America. 
The era of big government is over. . But the era of big national challenges is not. And while national 
leadership can point the way --while national leadership can remove some of the barriers that had 
prevented Our states and our people from solving their own problems --the real responsibility is one 
we all share. As President, 1 am prepared tO'point the way --to shine a light on what is working --and 
to leverage the efforts of all Americans to meet our challenges. But you must be prepared to work' 



with me, to seize this moment of opportunity while America stands strong enough to do so. 

Today, I want to talk about what we must do in two critical areas: giving our children the best 
education, and breaking the cycle of dependency by moving millions from welfare to work. Taken 
together, these issues are at the core of what we must do to prepare America for the new Century. 
We must help everyone have the tools to succeed in this knowledge economy --and that means 
high-'quality education and training And we must make sure everyone willing to use those tools 
--everyone willing to work hard and take responsibility --has a chance to do so. Education reform 
and welfare reform are about bringing all Americans to the starting line of this new economy, and 
!hen making sure they are ready to run the race. 

Our number-one priority --the high threshold of the future we mllst cross --must be to ensure 
that all Americans have the best education in the world: that every 8-year-old can read; every 
12-year-old can log on to the Internet; every 18-year-old can go to college; and every adult can keep 
learning for a lifetime. . 

Education has always been the heart of opportunity in this country. I think it is worth noting 
that between 1992 and 2000, 89 percent of the new jobs created in this economy will require post­
high school levelsof literacy and math skills. And virtually 100 percent of those jobs will pay what 
is now an above average wage. But only half the people entering the work force are prepared for 
those jobs. Our education system is still turning out millions of young people who simply are not 
equipped for the new world of work. 

As we prepare for unimagined new work and careers, the best investment we can make is not 
in land or factories or equipment, but in our minds --the one asset we can carry with us no matter 
what the future holds, so we can make and remake our lives at every turn. 

We must never forget that one of the greatest sources of our strength througho~t the Cold 
War was a bipartisan foreign policy. Because our future was at stake; politics stopped at the water's 
edge. Now we need a non-partisan commitment to education --because education is the critical 
national security issue for our future, and politics must stop at the schoolhouse door. That is why 
America's states and businesses, parents and teachers must work with us, above and beyond the old 
divisions, to renew our schools --and I am pleased that a number of parents, teachers, and business 
people could join us today. 

In my State of the Union address, 1 laid out a ten-point plan, a Call to Action for American 
Education [hold up booklet], that describes the steps we must take --and the State of Michigan is 
already doing many of the right things. We must help every child to read by the third grade --and I 
am pleased that Michigan has already launched a state-wide tutoring effort to help our children learn 
to read. I have proposed a similar model that can be applied in every state. The goal of our America 
Reads initiative is to build a citizen army ofone million volunteer tutors to make sure every child can 
read independently by the third grade. We will use 35,000 of our AmeriCorps volunteers to mobilize 
this army. We think we can get at least 100,000 ofthese volunteers from the ranks of the new work­
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study students approved by Congress in the last budget. We must expand public school choice --as 
Michigan is doing through its new charter schools. We must rebuild crumbling schools --a 
priority for Governor Engler as well. 

We also must open the doors of college wider than ever before. My national HOPE 
. Scholarships will make the first two years ofcollege as universal as high school --a $1,500 tax credit 
for the first two years of college and a$l 0,000 tax deduction for all college costs, plus expanded 
IRA's to save for college and the largest increase in Pell Grants in 20 years. We must give more of 
our workers the ability to learn and to earn for a lifetime through my G.I. Bill for Workers 
....-transforming the tangle offederal training programs into a simple skill grant that.goes directly into 
workers' hands. 

My education plan is a comprehensive one. But any education plan can only be as strong as 
the things our children learn each day. That is why our success depends upon holding our students 
to the highest standards --making sure they learn the basics that will be the foundation ofsuccess in 
the 21st Century. When 40% of our fourth graders do not read as well as they should --when 
students in Germany or Singapore learn ] 5 to 20 math subjects in depth each year, while our students 
often race through 30 to 35 without really learning them at all --we are not doing what we should to 
prepare our children for a knowledge economy. 

Let's understand why these basics are so important. The point is not merely to teacn our 
children facts and figures, but to teach them the ability to think and reason and analyze --to give them 
the tools and skills that will serve them in jobs and careers we cannot even contemplate today. 

To compete and win in the 21 st Century, we must have a high standard of excellence that all 
states can agree upon. That is why, in my State of the Union address, I called for national standards 
ofexcellence in the basics --not federal government standards, but national standards, representing 
what all our students must know to succeed in the21 st Century. I called on every state to test every 
4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in math ~y 1999, to make sure these basic standards are 
Inet. 

We already have widely-accepted, rigorous national standards in both reading and math --and 
widely-used tests based on those standards. Michigan and more than 40 other states have 
participated in a test called the National Assessment ofEducational Progress --which measures the 
state's overall performance against a high national standard ofexcellence. Just last week, we released 

. the annual assessment of math performance, and it shows that across the country our 4th, 8th, and 
12th graders are doing better. Michigan's score was among the most improved in the nation. Tens 
of thousands of students across the country have also taken the Third International Math and Science 
Study --a test that reflects the world-class standards our children must meet for the new era. The 
headquarters for that test is just down the road at Michigan State. 

In January, I visited Northern Illinois, where 8th grade students from 20 school districts took 
that test, and tied forfirst in the world in science and came in second in math. We know it is the right 
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standard --and we know our children can meet it if they are challenged to do so .. 

Unfortunately, the current tests don't provide individual scores; they only measure how an 
entire state is doing. What we need are tests that will measure the performance of each and every 
student, and each and every school. That way, parents and teachers will know how every child is 
doing compared to students in other schools, other states, and other countries. 

That is why I am presenting a plan to help states meet and measure the highest standards. 
Over the next two years, our Department ofEducation will support the development of new tests for 
4th grade reading and 8th grade math to show how every student measures up to the existing, 
widely-accepted standards. The tests will be developed by independent test experts in consultation 
with leading math and reading teachers. The federal government will not require them, but these tests 
will be available to every state that chooses to administer them. I believe that every state must 
participate, and that every parent has a right to honest, accurate information about their child's 
performance. 

I am pleased that today Governor .Engler and the Michigan Board .0fEducation have 
endorsed our plan to test our 4th graders to make sure they are meeting the challenge in . 
reading and our Stb graders to ensure they are measuring up in math. You have joined with 
us in refuting the naysayers who claim that in a country as big as America, we can't possibly 
have common national tests in the basics. To them we say: from Maryland to Michigan to 
Montana, reading is reading and math is math. We have plenty of standardized tests in 
America today; what we need are tests that renect standards --and they are two very different 
things. If we are serious about holding OUl' children to the highest standards, every state in 
America. must follow Michigan's lead -- put politics aside, work in a bipartisan fashion, take 
up our challenge, and test our children in the same rigorous way. 

In addition, today I am directing the Department of Education and the National 
. Science Foundation to identify and coordinate resources throughout the Federal government 
as well as the non-profit and private sectors that call be used to help students meet the high 

. standards in math• 

. Ifanyone understands the importance of high standards, it is the businesses that will depend 
upon our children in the 21 st Century. They know that only by ensuring that we have the 
best~educated, the best-trained, the best-skilled workforce in the world can we compete and win. 
Last month the national Business Roundtable also endorsed our call for national tests in 4th· 
grade reading and Sth grade math. Together with. America's parents, teachers, and 
lawmakers, they will join our crusade to make American education the best in the world. 

To reach high standards, we must also have the best teachers. For years, educators have 

worked to establish nationally accepted credentials for excellence in teaching. I want to thank you 

for supporting the work that we are doing with the National Board of Certification for Master 

Teachers, which is headquartered in Detroit. Just 500 of these teachers have been certified since 
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1995. Michigan has the third highest number of board certified master teachers in the country. My 
new budget will enable 100,000 to seek national certification as master teachers. We should reward 
and recognize our best teachers --quickly and fairly remove those few who don't measure up --and 
challenge more ofour finest young people to consider teaching as a career. 

Raising standards will not be easy. Some ofour children will riot be able to meet them at first. 
But good tests will show us who needs help, what changes in teaching we must.make, and w~ich 
schools need to improve. We're not doing right by our students when we set low expectations. For 
too long, too many students have moved through our schools who could not read and write at the 
most basic levels. That is why, in addition to the 4th and 8th grade national tests we are urging, 
states should develop their own comprehensive benchmarks of what students should know to move 
up in school, and to graduate from high school. It's time to put ali end to social promotions, and 
make sure a high school diploma really means something --not to put our children down, but to lift 
them up. 

Throughout my career in public life --as a Governor, and as President --I have worked harder 
on education than on any other issue. That is' because renewing education, rais.ing our standards, and 
lifting up our schools is the embodimenfof everything we must do to prepare for the 21 st Century 
--to promote opportunity, demand responsibility, and build community. Nothing will do more to 
open the doors of opportunity to every American. Nothing will do more to awaken a sense of 
responsibility from every American, as they workto make the most of their education. And nothing 
will do more to build a strong, united community of all Americans --for if every American has the 
tools to ·succeed, we can move forward together, as one America. 

When it comes to providing the tools to sU'cceed, our other great challenge is helping to move 
the pennanent underclass into our growing middle class. Working together, we ended the old welfare 
system. Over the past four years, we worked with 43 states to launch welfare reform experiments, 
moving a record 2.25 million people off our nation's welfare rolls. Here in Michigan, your efforts I 

have helped move more than 208,000 people off the welfare rolls, a 30 percent drop. You have also 
realized a 21 percent increase in child support collections. These are all improvements you can be 
proud of 

But this is not the end of welfare reform, it is a new beginning. We have enacted landmark 
national welfare reform, to make responsibility a way of life all across America. That legislation 
brought an end to the old welfare system --but it did not end our responsibility. Now that we have 
demanded that those on welfare take responsibility, we must all take· responsibility to see that the jobs 
are there, so people on welfare can become permanent members of the workforce. Our goal'must 
be to move two million more Americans off welfare by the year 2000. 

I have chailenged the nation's businesses to join in this effort, and I have a offered a plan to 
help them: Tax credits and other incentives for businesses to hire people off welfare; incentives for 
job placement finns and states to create more jobs for welfare recipients; training, transportation, and 
child care to help people go to work. 1 urge Michigan's businesses, non-profits, and religious 
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organizations --large and small --to heed this important call. Each and every one of us must fulfill 
our responsibility --indeed, our moral obligation --to make sure that those who now must work, can 
work. 

The moSt direct and effective steps must be taken by the states. The legislation we passed 
gives states the authority, for the very first time, to take the money that had been used on welfare 
checks, and subsidize private sector paychecks. Missouri began doing this under one of our waivers 
--and it is working. Now I challenge every state to follow their example. Use the new flexibility you 
have been given. Turn those welfare checks into paychecks. There is no better way to find jobs for 
welfare recipients, or to keep them employed. 

Second,' I urge you to use the money saved from welfare reform to make sure that even more 
people can move from welfare to work. 

Finally, I know that Michigan is taking steps to continue providing some basic benefits for 
legal immigrants who have lost federal aid under the new law. That's the right thing to do, but you 
shouldn't have to do it all by yourself That is why I urge every state and every Governor, 
Republican or Democrat, to join with me to get Congress to restore basic health and disability 
benefits when Inisfortune strikes immigrants who carne to this country legally, who work hard, pay 
taxes arid ·obey the law. To do otherwise is simply unworthy of a great nation of immigrants. 

We passed historic welfare reform --giving states the authority and flexibility they had asked 
for for years. We were right to do it. Now states must live up to their responsibility, and help us. 
finish the job. 

On education reform, on welfare reform, on all our major challenges --let us build new 
partnerships across old lines of responsibility: Preparing for the 21 st Century is not a job for anyone 
level of government alone. Many of our greatest challenges do' not fall under the authority of 
Washington, nor shOl..Jld they. The power to solve our problems rests with all levels of government, 
and all sectors of society --and that is where we must forge our solutions as well. 

Together, we must seize this moment of opportunity, and prepare our people for the changes 
and challenges of a new century. Together, we must renew our basic bargain of opportunity, 
responsibility, and community, and give everyone the tools to make the most of their own lives. If 
we rise to that challenge, we will enter the 21 st Century full of new promise and possibility, for all 
who share a stake in the American dream. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 
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I: SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 
,.I ,i Michigan HOUSI! of RepRscntativcs

Cunis Hertel 
! 

SI.IIIC <APtIO\ BuildiQaI 

l.luJ.IjDII. Micbip.a <18913 

PhoIJC: (S17) )7),.198) , 
2nd District 

February 19. 1997 

Mr. Richard Riley 

Secretary of Education i 

600 Independence, SVV~ 


Washington D.C. 202Q2 


Dear Secretary Riley: t 3.1 ',lfg~ 
, . . . 

As Speaker of the Mi~higan House of RepreSentatives, I am writIng . . 

- C(j )/ 
h..o~ 

Democratic Caucus in suppon of the President's education agenda. ' 
~ . 
tf ;' . ' 

In his 1997 State of the ,pnion address, President ClintoO,(aniculaEeda ten point plan designed to 
suppon the nation's pu~lic schools. Many of the issueSlcontained in the Presidelit'sagenda are 
also a priority for the tnew ijouse Democratic MajoritY; . Our caucus has worked to provide 
Michigan students with;a quality education by supponmg a mandatory core curriculum, teacher , ., 
certification. advanced ~ucation tax incentives and. adequate funding fQr our schools. However, 
one of the major battle grounds currently in our state is over the issue of charier schools. 

~ . 

As Dem~~ts. we have/always been supportive Of innovative aM cre.ative prOposals to iIllPfOye 
our public s~b.Qg]s - inclUdine chaner schools.. Our bottOill line is increased student achievement. 
However, the current d~fmition of charter schools in Michigan is problematic and we have seen 
evidence of decreased rest scores and student failure. ; .Wilh the absence of a mandated core 
curriculum, and certifit¥ teachers, our charter schools have been a disappointment. 

,; :, 

The President's cha.nerischool proposal combines all of"the necessary elc~ments to make them a 

success while su-engthehingour public schools. AsI am. sure you are aware, Michigan House 

Democrats have opposed the charter school initiative as mstituted by Governor John Engler here 

in Michigan. In his 199,7 State of the State address. Governor Eng1er declared his alliance with 


. the President over thisrjssue. It is our understanding that the chaner schools proposed by the 

President are radically ~ifferent than the Michigan system. . 


. I . . 

The Presidenfs chanet school proposal, in conjunction with a mandated core curriCu1um and 
increased teacher certi~cation, will empower American families and teachers to work for ~ 
stronger public school fsystem. The Michigan model ,of charter schools does not call for the 
necessary tools to ensu~ a quality education for all stu~trnts. 

t : 
r 

i! 
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The charter school defmition in Michigan has enablbd the Governor to create a system that 
. competes with public ~hools for funding and allows :private schools an opportunity to collect 
Michigan taX dollars. 'Michigan's state law allows for the conversion of private students to public 
schools while at the s~e time placing a cap on the am6~t of funding a district can receive. As 
a resuI[, many of our 'public schools are struggling WIth lower funding on an a'tready limited 
budget. I urge your Department. as well as the President. to look at the mistakes of the Michigan 
system as you develop 'a funding plan for the chaner school proposal. 

" 1
I " 

As always, do not hesifate to contact my office if you require assistance in any way.. ,.i-:: 

.·· ..·:YSincerely, 

Curtis Hertel 
Speaker of the House 

:: 

" ',' 

'.: 
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MICHIGAN 

HOUSE OF REPRli:SENTATlVES 
P.O. BOl( 30014 (i) 

I..,ANlIJNG, MICHIGAN 4R90~?5U 
.• J 

MEMORANDUM 
• J; 

To: Dan Loepp 
.. 

,f hiFrom: Kristen McDonald-Stone 

Subject: Charter S'chools 
' "{ 

Date: February.28. 1997 
; ~ 

I 

You asked me to do a bri~ comparison of the Presidents Chaner school p~posal and the Governors 
Charter school proposal.~ I found two key differences. 

I. The President ha~ pledged to. pull the funding from any of these schools if they do not "set· 
and meet the highest standards." Charter school existence under the Presidents plan depends on 
these standards.! 

iI':,
{, 
. 

Michigan's charter schoo{s show dramatically low test scor~~ in their first year yet the Governor has 
proposed increasing their funding . .He has not publicly acknowledged a problem and has made no 
move to alter the structure of the schools. Under the Pr~ident's plan, many 'of Michigan's charter 
schools would already be in danger of I.oosing their funding. 

I 
11. The President p'roposes charter schools only as pan of an entire program to add to and 

. support public educatio~. He has a ten point plan (very ~imilar to the House Dernocratic 90 day 
agenda) to impro .....e our public schools and support our teacher's. His plan includes: 

1. Mandated Core Curriculum 
2. N ationa1 ITeacher Accreditation 
3. 
4. 

Eight Year Reading Guarantee 
Increased) Funding for Head Start 

I;. 
, " 

5. Chaner S'chools 
6. 

1 

Character. Education 
7. Increased Funding for School Construction' 

http:February.28
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8. Advanced Education Tax: Deductions 
9. Americ~~ Gt Bill 
10. School lriternet Access . 

I • 

A cursory examination of the President's education plan reveals linle in common with the Engler 
education record. Hous~ Democrats would be more willing to suppon charter scho'ols under th.e 
Engler administration ifpubtic education did not consistently suffer as a result. 

! 

II. Further the Presi~cnt publicly and pri ...·atelypraises and suppons America's teachers. His 
charter school program is;designed to allow parents and te::achers the opportunity to develop one of 
these schools if necessar):'. Time and time again, President Clinton has worked to empower teachers 
and parents in our educat\hn system. The Engler administr~tjon has worked to demoralize teachers 
and, advance the views pfa narrow group of outspokeri;parents. His entire focus has' been on "<,; 

robbing public schools bf their funding in order to advahce a radical and religious agenda with 
MiChigan tax dollars. 

1 

. Although both President Clinton and Governor Engler have bOth propqsed a charter school program, 
the two men are diarne~rjcany opposed in their views of public education. Even if the House 
Democratic Caucus chQO$es to oppose all charterschool programs, the Presidents overall education 
plan is consistent with tneir philosophical views of the subject. ,I 

Please let me know if y~u require more detailed information on either of the proposaJs. 
J 

:i 
. .t, 

,,:1 

, Ii~ 
.! 

.I 
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Hous¢ .Democratic Caucus Education Agenda ·· . 
. 

Overview 
K-12 public education is at a bumpy crossroadS mMichigan. Across the board, statewide testing 
of 4th, 7th, and 11th grade snidents has shown a need:for education reform to rake place. The 
queslion is: what type of education refoon will heal ourttoubled schools, and help students learn 
"the know1edge they ne~d to compete for jobs in [he gl~~al workforce of the 21st century? 

• 	 ,oJ• ., 

In 1995, conservative n'eformers re~wrote Michigan's $4thool Code and, in doing so, eliminated 
the primary ingredient House Democrats believe is essential for a sound educatioIial system in this 
state: Required Core Curriculum academic standards. The Governor9 s charier schools program 

. was expanded. This program, which differs· significantly in substance and theory from the 
PresidenCs vision of qharter schools, has been subject to scrutiny since Michigan Education 
Assessment Program ~cores revealed this year that chaner schools continue to lag behind 
craditional pubJic sChoofs in student performance in reading and math (78 percent of charter school 
7th-graders failed~the reading exam, and 75 percent failed math). This year, Governor Engler has 
advocated a proposal ~o put state schools into "rece.~ership" for failing performance. The 
question House Demo~rats ask is: "How canperformance be judged fairly whim there are no 
unifonn standards to use as the basis for judgment?" >: 

: ~~ 

House'Democrats believe we should take our schools higher, nOt take them over .. We begin with 
standards. Required core curriculum academic standard~ would set the bar for an school districts 
across [he stine, allowing the stace to judge school district performance fairly, and provide 
students with the rigorous academic training they need, and parents want them.to have. We 
defend local control within this context. by promoting a return to site-based decision making, to 
allow parents and teach~rs to make decisions at the school building level. We are exploring ways. 
to improve early educat~on inK-3 by expanding kindergarten and lowering class size. ··We support 
teacher certification, to:ensure quality instruction while maintaining fairness for educators. We 
support legislating "zef!) tolerance" for v~olent behavior in our schools by adding assaUltive-type 

. h . . . .. 	 , . 

crimes committed by s.mdents to the state's cxpulsiontlaw. Last, but not least, we extend our 
education approach to Icol1egc, by expanding Ihe college: tuition tax ,credit, and allowing more 
families than ever to q~alify. l ~ 

..\ 
;, 

House Democra~ic Education Initiatives; 
House Democrats have .put three items on a prioriry list to pass the House in the first 90 days oj 
the legislative session::, .! 

, 

" 
• 	 Required Core Curriculum -- In 1996, 68 percent of 11th graders failed their high 

school proficie*y test in science; 66 percent failed writing; 60 percent failed reading; and 
53 percent failed math. These results cry out for statewide academic standards. Democrals 
·in both the MiGhigan House and Senate argue that without required, unifoI1l1 academic 
standards. the par would be set at different hC,ights for different schools. Performance 
could not be juqged fairly and, most importantly,' smdents would not receive the rigorous 
academic trainillg they need to compete after grade 12. House Democrars have introduced 
Je£islation to reinstate the required core curriculum in the School Code. ... ,~ 	 ... ', 
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• 	 Third Grade\,Reading Guarantee -- This legislation. still in development, would 
reduce class siuf,s in grades K-3 in certain ·'at risk" school districts. and require full-day 
kindergarten cla~ses. The intent is to explore the effectiveness of educational changes at 
the early stages ::of student development, then e*,pand the program to schools throughout 
the state _. 	 f ; ~i: 

,/ 

Expanding t~e College Tuition Tax CreJit -- This legislation. sponsored by Rep_• 
I 	 . 

A. T. Frank (D~~aginaw Township), passed its Jirst corrunittee hurdle on February 26. 
The bill expands Michigan's income tax credit for college tuition from $250 to $500, and 
expands it to al1~Michigan students by removing a regressive provision in the law which 
limits the credi( only to those ta.Xpayers who attend schools which keep' tuition below 
inflation. 

, i 
House Democrats also ~ill be pursuing these other education initiatives: 

~' 	 . ~ ~!j ,
I 	 . 

• 	 Reinstating Site-Based Decision Making~- House Democrats believe that allowing 
parents, [eacher~, administrators and students to ~articipate ineducational decision making 
at the school bullding level is vital to developing:tIUc "community" schools. 

, , . 

• 	 . Teacher Certification -- House Democrats'; support teacher cenific3.tionsrandards . 
whlch improve c;1assroom performance, but mairitain fairness for educators. To improve 
teacher performance, House Democrars also suppon professional deve)opmelU funding for 
educators. ,. 

I 

• 	 Public School Funding -- House Democrats support full and fair funding for public 
schools and npp,:ose attempts to shift money from public schools into private schools. 

• 	 Opposing St~te Receivership ,..- In his State-of-the-State speech, [he Governor 
proposed putting school districts where less ~~,n 20 percent of students. pass the High. 
School Proficie~cy Test or have dropout rates~of higher . than 25 percent under state 
"receivership" .; House Democrats believe we s:hould take our schools higher," not take 
them over. W~ believe our agenda of academic standards, expanded early educatiollal 

! 	 . . . . . 
opportunities in:grades K-3 and funding equity:i,s the answer to helping troubled school 
districts recover/rom their difficulties and improving educational performance statewide. 

j 

• 	 Adding Assa~1t Crimes to the Expulsion Law -- House Democrats have zero 
. 	tolerance for vi91ence in our schools. Currently; the ex.pulsi6n law which covers weapons 

possession in s9hools does not include physical assault of teachers or fellow students. 
House Democr~ts are exploringJegislation to a4~assault crimes to the expu1sion law. 

~ 	 . 

: ", 



Amway Corporation 


Baker College, Flint 


Amyway has recently joine4 ~CE and is in the proce~s of ident~fri.ng 
school districts for possible ~i1lployee volunteer recrUItment actIVities. 

~ fc;~
:;. , 

Baker Cotlege has recently joJned ACE and will begin employee and 
student recruitment activities for Flint area HOSTS tutorial programs. 

Big Rock Nuclear Power PI~nt Big Rock Nuclear power Plagt, a CMS corporation recently joined ACE 
i 

. '. 

\ 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield MI ~ 
i, 

CMS Energy Corporation 

Chrysler Corporation 

and has been linked directly ,with a structured tutorial program modeled 
after HOSTS called STAR, "Success to All Readers" program; 

BCIBS a HOSTS partner has recently joined ACE and has recruited...7-12 
e~ployees for Carrollton ELementary School's HOSTS program. 

Consumers also has implemented an aggressive recruitment effort with 
Jackson school HOSTS programs and will probably focus on Albion and 
Saginaw as well. 

Both ACE and HOSTS were recently profiled in their January employee 
newsletter that goes company wide. . J 

;~ 

Since the ACE announcemc.:nt. Chrysler has actively supported the ACE 
program and has incorporat~d the program into their World of Work effort. 
The company has identified~verallocation~ that have a large employee 
base for their ACE partnersij,p including Pontiac. Warren and Detroit. 

Chryslerrepresentatives ha~~ personally visited a HOStS program in 
Wamm and have begun employee recruItment activities for this location. In 
addition, Chrysler has visited a HOSTS program in Waterford~ however 
has determined the distance to this location may be too far for . 
headquarter employees to travel. / 

Chrysler has identified Grayling Elementary in Detroit and is working with 
the school to implement a HOSTS program. In addition, ACE and 
Chrysler are working closely with the Pontiac School Superintendent to 
encourage the impIementatiQ,n of several HOSTS programs within the 
district. Chrysler has also arranged for the Pontiac Superintendent to visit 
a local-HOSTS program in Waterford in the beginning of March. (For 
additional information on P.9.ptiac, see School Status Report.) 

)~ 
~( l 

/LI:i£,: ~~~J7tJ1""~~,~,, IS dUA-' 
~~ O---r­

http:ident~fri.ng
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, 
. ACE PARTNER STATUS 
\ . 

. Comeriea, Inc. 

Delphi Automotive Systems~ 
\ 

EDS 

. t, 

The Flint Journal 

Foote Hospital 

Ford Automotive Operation Ii 

Greater Detroit Chamber 

of Commerce 


General Motors Corporation , 

Herman Miller 

Comerica is in the process of selecting several potential school districts for 
theiremployee volunteer recruitment activities. 

, .'. . 

Delphi Automotive which h~s several thousand employees in the 
Flint/Saginaw area is in the process of joining ACE and will soon begin 
employee recruitment activi~fes for several HOSTS program schools 
located throughout the Flint'a,rea. 

if 

EDS has identified Pontiac as a location to encourage employee volunteer 
recruitment efforts for ACE. EOS employees are currently volunteering in 
Pontiac's Franklin Elementary School. 

ACE is also meeting with EDS Rint to discuss the po'ssibility of linking 
with one or more of the HOSTS schools in either the Flint Community., • 
School District, West Bendle andlor Carrollton School Districts. 

The Rint Journal has recentJ~ joined ACE and has begun volunteer 
recruitment activities for several HOSTS program schools located 
throughout the Flint area. j~i\ . , 

!''W 
i~ 

Foote Hospital is in the pr~ess of joining ACE and has been linked with 
two Jackson elementary HOSTS programs. 

Ford Motor Company has several beadqJlarter employees who are 
volunteer HOST tutors in the Dearborn Heights and Wayne-Westland 
School Districts. They also,are this year's recipient ofthe HOSTS Betty 
Sharp award for community commitment aqd volunteer activities. 

,. 
Ford is in the process of ide~iifying ~dditionallocations for volunteer 
recruitmentactivities. ' . . 

l~ 
The GDCC has recently joi~~d ACE and is placing infoImation on the 
ACE program in their upcoming education publication. 

General Motors is in the pro~~ssof developing an ACE implementation 
plan including identifying school district's for possible employee 
recruitment efforts. 
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ACB PARTNER 

" Kmart Corporation 

MAC Steel 

Merey Health Services 

Michigan Business Leaders . 
for Education Excellence 

Michigan Chamber of 

Commerce 


. Michigan National Bank 

y-
Michigan Sugar Corp. 

Northwestern Dodge 

Oakland ISD 

Oakland University 

STATUS 

Kmart has identified their World Headquarter's as the first site for ACE 
employee recruitment activities. ACE is also actively working with the . 
Ferndale School District to implement a structured tutorial program to be 
linked with Kmart.World H~adquarter employees. Kmart is also . 
considering several other loeations including Flint, Saginaw and Warren to 
encourage store managers and employees involvement in ACE. 

l:, 

Mac Steel has recently becoilie an ACE partner and has been linked with 
Napoleon School District's tiew HOSTS program. MAC Steel is in the 
process of beginning recruitnJent and placement activities. . 

ACE is in the process of contacting Mercy Health Systems to encourage 
their involvement in six new HOST program schools located in NW 
Detroit. 

MBLEE has made ACE a major program effort and many MBLEE 
members are actively participating.. 

! .. 

. The Michigan Chamber of C~mmerce has made ACE a major program 
focus for members and staf!;,; Chamber leadership has also begun tutoring 
in Lansing schools. Iii 

~ ?f 
i,J

: l . 

Michigan National Bank has begun an active statewide volunteer 

recruitment effort and is working with ACE to link more than 90 

e~ployees in 55 school districts. .. 


. Michigan Sugar CorporatiolJ has recentJy become an ACE member and has 
been linked with CarroJlton,Public School's HOSTS program. They have 
begun recruitment activities,and have identified and are now placing over a 
dozen employees. 

Northwestern Dodge has identified Northwest Detroit and Ferndale as their 
ACE school locations. TheY!.f~ill begin recruitment activities as soon as a 
structured volunteer tutorial'program is operational in these areas. 

,t>' 
:'\ 
, 1 

Oakland ISD hasjoined ACE and has been directly linked with 

Waterford's HOSTS progra.~. They are in the process of beginning 

recruitment activities to support next year's program. 


Oakland University is in the process of formally joining ACE and has 
identified Pontiac and Waterford as possible sites for employee and student 
recruitment activities. 

: f . , 
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ACE· PARTNER 

The President's Counell 
of State Universities 

SOROC Pla~tiest Flint . 

Steelease Ine. 

Valassis Communieations 

Whirlpool Corporation 

Word of Faith Intemational, 
Christian Center 

STATUS 

The PresidenCs Council is supporting ACE and is in the process of 
working with aU of the !? State Universities to expand involvement. 

SOROC Plastics has recently become an ACE member and has been linked 
and has placed employees in::West BendIc Elementary's HOSTS program. 

~e1case has identified Graqd Rapids as the sole ACE partner and has 
begun actively recruiting employee volunteers. Steelcase has been linked 
wi th two Grand Rapids schoe;,ls and they are in the process of identifying 
and placing over 50 employees within both schools HOSTS proe;rams. 

\laJassis Communications has completed volunteer recruitment activities 
and has placed over IS employee volunteer tutors in Elliott Elementary in 
WaynelWestland School District$ HOSTS program. 

Whjrlpool is in the process of working with Benton Harbor to detennine 
the student and volunteer reqJlirements for the Districts's Ist HOSTS 
program. Whirlpool has aer-eed to meet,aU of the school district volunteer 
r!'9uirements.' - i' , 

. . ib . 
ACE is in the process of H~ngWorld Faith International with the new , 
NW Detroit HOSTS 'programs. Each program will require in excess of 50 
volunteer tutors. 

;,\ 
,-</ 

,;i
4 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


Dale: 2120/97 

To: Dr. Glenn Slevens 	 p:hone N umher: (517) 482-1563 
-, 

,'(.President's CO!lncil, PAX Number: (517) 482-1241 
State Universities of Michigan 

From: 	 Jan Ellisj phone Numher: (517) 373-9391 
Office of the Superintendent Fax Numher: (517) 335-4565 

Alliflncc for Children's Education 

Thank you again, for your interest in the Alliance for Child,ren's Education (ACE). 
i", 

. ',( : ­

As an association representin,g higher learning institutions,:~our association' and memhers are 
uniquely aware of the hasic a~ademic skilllevcl possessed 1Y- many of today's high school 
graduates. You arc also aware of the critical role ihes~ skills play in assisting students to enter and 
succeed in college and ihro'llghou'llife. 

i 

, \ 

If we as a society and nation ~re to prosper, we must recognize the need to supporl education 
reform efforts that have a proven record of success and can move our students hack to the head to 

the class. 

T~ help children improve tlleir academic performance andhil.sic educational skills, the Michigan 
State Board of Education has recently launched the Allia~?f for Children's Education (ACE.) 
The Alliance is a major statewide efforl to call on schools, bUsinesses and volunteers to help give 

i i",
children the extra ()ne-on-on~ attention and encouragement;~hey need to hccomebetter students 
and contributing members ofsociety. 

Beyond teachers, the most sl~cccssf1l1 method schools can implement to improve individual sludent 
performance is through a strtictured mentoring-tulorial program specifically designed for each child. 
This type of program has permitted many children to gain as much as 2-5 years of academic 

I 	 , 

growth per subject area, per year. 	 _ 

i\i 
~~~ 

,~' , 

P.¢. Box 3000S, Lansing, Michigan-4S'909 
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I have attached information 6n the ACE menloring-lulorial program. As I mentioned during oui' 
phone ~ohversation, illcre ar~ many schools with structured tutorial programs located near member 
universities that have a great hct.,J for additional volunteer tutors to help children improve their 
reading skills .. The ACE schools lisled on page 4 of the at't.,.ched overview, a11 have or are in the 
process of obtaining a struct~rcd tutorial program supporle~ by volunteer tutors. 

In addition, if a member uni~eISity would like lojoin ACE;~nd thei~ local school district does 'not 
have a structured tutorial pr{)gram, ACE will encourage both the school district and local schools 
to consider implementing a program. . . ( 

I would like to invite your as~ociation and member universities to joinMBLEE and the State 
Chamber as an ACE associapon partner. In addition, I would like to inv:ite your association lo 
make ACE an active part of your Michigan CampUs Compact by encouraging univerSity memhers 
to inspire their staff and studfmt body to become volunteer tutors and give a sman gift of tim~ to 
help a nearby student to succeed. 

. . 

All staff and students interested in tutoring should contact our toU.free ACE hotline at 1-888­
JOIN-ACE or I can be reached directly at (517) 373-9391,:. I would also he glad to draft a 
newsletter inse~t, public servi6e announcement for member'.~~'radio stations or other materials that 
might he helpful. ~ I' 

, . 

please let me know if I can share your association's support for this important initiative with Art Ellis, 
Superintendent oC Public In8L~cLion and the Michigan State Board of Education. 

I . 

Again, thank you for your iri\erest.. 
! 

. , " 

: ;;'1: .r 
P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, M~chiBan 48909 

" ;. 
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FAX COMM1JNlCATION 

TOI 1an BUla DATEl Pebnlary 26, 1997 

Superintenden~'. Office 

Miobisan Depltbnent ofBducation 


. { 

FAX: (517) 373~4SlPS"" 

PROM; Cynthia Duqueke PBONE: (810) 473-3088 

Otlanizational:Leaminl and Development FAX: (810) 473·3162 

Michigan National Bank .: 

BE: Alliance for Cbildren'B Bduoitlon .. ACE· 

Ian, 


Pollowing is the Jist ofMichiiln National Bank team members who willi to participate in the 

{ . . . 

Alliance for Children's ~ducation tutorlnS proJram. There I, alao an indication ofthO schools 

andlor Ichool districts inlwhich they would like to volunteer. 

It is my understandlna ~t you will identify for each achOoll dlltrlct the name and/or phone 
. ~ . . 

number ofthe lo~a1 HOS;rS contact. I wUl PQ' these alona to team members who will then make 

the contact and fOUow.u~.arrangements for their pan1oipa~on. 

Ifyou have any questions about thele material., pleuo live mo a call. It would be helpfUl to me if 
I . 

you could call and let me/know when you miaht be able to tum around the list ofHOSTS 
. . 

contacts to me. With that. infonnation. I can give team. member. .(and keep In mind myself) a 
" 

timeUne ofhow we will 'be proceedina. 

Thank you. 

Cynthia.Duquette 

Michigan National Bank : 
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(TENTATIVE) VOLUNTEERS' SCHOOL LUTINGS 
ALLIANCE rOR CBUJDREN'S EDUCATION 
IBATTLE CREEK 


Lynnl\ace 

, Karen Parker 


BENDLE 

Yulauda PerSU1qn , 


.';:' ,BENTON HARBOR " 

Ma.reia 1. Anstiss (oap: FAIRPLAlN ELEMENTARY. WATERVLIET) 


BIRMINGHAM ' 
Karen VanDyke i 

KeriBoyd 


BRIGHTON 

Patricia Kuriah ?, 


CANTON 

lanetDavis 

Stephanie Avery ~ 


CIIIPPEWA VALLEY', 

Tere.1 M. DoClerq 


CONCORD 

Mary Dawson 


CRESTWOOD , 

!len" Ochmanek 

Mary Kinser t ! \ 


DETROIT, " 

Brenda Bllington~Wa11a.co (allO: PLYMOUTH-CANTON)

Warnetta Sills j , , 


1uUeOwena ~ 

Andrea D. Hakeem (also: SOUTHFIELD) 

Theresa Y. MortOn (weatlido) , 


DETROIT .. AREA C !, 


Rhonda 'Detlore ~ 

DETROIT. AREA E ~ , 


Naomi CUett-Jackaon 

EAST LANSING ~,; 


Kirk Chewning (1180: OKEMOS) , , 

Cindy Blackledae' (ISP: WBI'flCHn..LS ELEME~TARY) 

Ginny Cashbaup'(also: LANSING. OKlrMOS. J.ASLETf) 


FARMINGTON \ I;! 

Lynne Wood (also: FARMINGTON BDilS) ", 


, Nancy BoUa (esp:, WauAM GRACE ELEMENTARY) 

~ 9,' 

(Henna Gate. (elp: WBllTlERl.Pl'ERCE DISTlucr) 
i 

http:Bllington~Wa11a.co
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GARDEN CITY 

Alan R. Bonnett ~ 


Tracy WUzefliki 

GIBRALTAR ': I", 

Lyn~ Thompson (also: WOODBAVEN. TRENTON. DOWNRIVER) 

GBAND BLANC ' ' 


, Dorothy Robinson (esp: McGRATH) 

GRAND LEDGE , ' ' 

Kate Cermak (e&p:NEFJI' ELEMENTARY. BEAGLE MIDDLE SCHOOL) 
Derica Soanow.1d (allO: WAVERLy) 
Chrim HuM (aliG: PORTLAND) .. 
10m Sandy, (aap: 'DELTA CENTER, WAVERL~ 
Robin Pierce (elp: HOLBROOK ELEMENTA..RY)
JeMif'er McCrumb 1 :j 

GRAND RAPIDS 

Kathy Kent . 

BUm Boyce (alBa: FORESTBD.,LS) 

Lata.b, CooperWood 


GROSSE POINTE ' 

Christlanna Moraan 


1lAMTRAMCI< ; 

Fa-Trenna Stinsop 


HASLETT :, 

Sumera Sumba! 


BASTINGS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Birbara Man ~' 


BOLTP~CSCRdoLS 

Carolyn ScJunldt:( 


BOWELLl 

, loaophWlper :1 


INKSTER I 

Chris Lock (also:: REDFORD. WEST amI: DETROIT) 


KELLOGGS~LE t, 
Marilyn Hartwell1 


, ,KENOWA BILLS PuBLIC SCHOOLS 

"Carol 1. Blder ,~ 1 ' 

LAKE ORlON . ~ 
Ellen'McDonough , 

Tiffany C. WiUi~ 


LAKEVIEW \ 

lulle Szparlla 


http:Soanow.1d
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.' ., LANSING 

. '. 

Ann Daniels .' .':.~' 

Patti Whitford (e~p: WAlNWIUGBT ELEMENTARY, DWIGHT BIeB MIDDLE) 
Staci Border (eap: CAVANAUGH, LYONS, MT. BOPE ELEMENTARY, 
GARDNER MIPDLE) 
Kathleen Llnsac~waaer 

LIVONIA 

lim Badge ~ 


Judy Gross (also:: GARDEN CfrY) 

WandaNash , 

Deborah 1. Mowery (alao: PLYMOUTH) 

Howard Yee \ . 


MASON SCHOOLS (INGHAM COUNTY ISD) 

Anjelina N. Zet .'<. 


Pam Cline (also: 'BOLT) 

MUSKEGON ' 


Janet Regentin 

NORTBVlEW 


lack Keller 

NORTHVILLE 


Audrey Mistor i. 
, 
~ 
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NOVI 
Kathy Sadlier 

. . 1efttey S. Brown (aJso: soUTJiFIELD) 
OKEMOS .: 


Bob Shaw . 

REDJ'OlU) UNION ~ 


Christine SprinJ~ 
lUVERVIEW J . 

1im Teeon I 

ROMEOCOMMIJNrrY 
VioldLueko 

ROYAL OAK 
Denise R.eske 
Kathy Martens 
Paul J. Proy 
CynthJa Duquetto 

SAGINAW 
Anaela Harris .: 

SAGINAW TOWNSBIP 
Beth DeLeeuw " 

SOUTBBlELD 
Robert Blitler 

SOUTIILYON 
Michael Wahl 

SOUTH llEDFOlW 
Lila A. Byrne. 

TAYLOR· 
BJbaboth Bliz.zard . 
Brandy Benrow~ . 

UTICA t 
Laura A. Perland (also: ROCHESTER) 

WALLED LAKE f 
GYton Kollar ~ 


WAlUlEN CONSOLIDATED 

Paula M. Reid ~ 


WAVERLY f 
William 1. Papa.n1koJu 
Maraarita G. Moral., 

WBIT:I PIGEON ELEMENTARY 
. Gwendolyn R. Carpenter 

YALE ! 
Kalean Dunsmore ,! 

\ 

~. . 
l 
~ 
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• Fax Memo .. 

Date: j 1/27/97 

To: /Robert Lutz, President ICOO, Chrysler Corporation 
~ Arthur Ellis, State Supenr:ttendent, State of Michigan 
: MemberS of the Michigan'State Board of Education . 
. Valerie Becker, National Education 
: Program Administrator, Chrysler Corporation 
: Jan Ellis, State Board of Education, State of Michigan 

From: 

1 
\ 

Subject: l, HOSTS "Champions for Childrent'Award 
~, 

Congratulations! Tije Alliance for Children's Educatitm(ACE) [nitiative in 
the State of Michig~ is one of two recipients frOm ciaoss the United States 

. of the HOSTS(Heip One Student To Succeed) "Ch~ns for Child~n" 
awar,g. After revieYfing hundreds of nominations . aa-ass the . 

"Country, the ACE Il1itiative has laid a foundatic;m to impact school 
children in a way which is unique arid focused on making a difference in 

. a child's social, emotional, and educational development through· . 
mentonngl tutoring! 

The "Champions fot Children" award is the highest form of recognition 

within HOSTS to anl,individual or group who l1ave made outstanding 

contributions to the educational welfare of chlld.r~ on Friday, 

March 7, 1997 at the HOSTS National Conferen~ iunmeon at the 

Wyndham Anatole.tfotel in Dallas, Texas,'we;jriU be reoognizing~and 

~€Oi'p8fll'6n along with the Michigari'.Department,of Education 

for the iNlovative approach Michigan has taken through the AC~ . . . 

Initiative. Govemof Thuma. Carper of Delaware is the other reap1ent 

who has confirmed 'his atta:dance. 


! 
We look. forward to ,your celebrating with us and over 1300 educators, 

business and dvic l.der8, parents, and children from across the Country 

your receiving the n~hampions for Children" Award!! 


.;. 

; - Brt"ang til, CJtlt olStli/Jtnl F"iI"" -:­
l 36 North Elm - Zeelan~lMJ 49464 . 

(616) 148-8432 PHQNa • 1-800."8--12ao • (616) 748-0)84,AX
I: : TOTFt.. P.02 
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OETROIT FREE ~S 

Test us, 
Engler 
suggest~ 
He c!fm MicIrigan
for anationalexam 

and I)Irents 
" 0\& r. welcome the enaftco til lee 
how their dllfdren BUICk up il(ain5t 
their pee".

-I beU...e deeply' that oW' Ulcce" 
..m bean benchmarking how wc're 
dCiIl, iIIlinst the retr 01 t/tt world. 
It'c reaJhr ae BiftI\IlI AI: You'll. lot the 
be'8~ III:bool" 
YOIl witt.' 
i."I.t u.itl 
in Il wide­
nnamae· 
view GD Mt.t­
!;IdOQ aDn 

, ' child. welmre 
i••L 

EnfJer 
aJ.1G Mid lIle N1,e ""oltld 'bife mot. 
o\\lI1ren's Prot~'tl"e ~~ work; 
I!P't tiwln to prnwi.te boP.UI'.r ,."lI!!el!inll 
lor ,bu_ wi " dlUctreo. 
r.bIl he I!:I,pe('a iI'rImIInlzi. 
lion ral" fll U1~' 90 PftI!lDt in II 
lew)'l:''' l1li4 rUt !he Irc:y ..!~ 
cJ1i14~ out or II'Ol.Ib\c 18 10 Iel. b= 
10 IiQ in. tdIaolUftti1 tlw!y ~v.aIt. 

To do dlat. chuter tcAooI. ad 
III:hlollJl dialt'ictl tIIl.ISllltltDl)C1II ~ pr~ 
vide the best eduutica l)OaS1ble. he 
Gllicl. l 

, lhink that it il " nll.'lRl ~.' 
~Il* 5810. -lr i, II c:III'IpIip LIt.I1I1P 
fO De ....eeI. and. we ~'t have 
peo,,)e oPIilDt out. ~ ouaht 
lQ ;0111 In ml&. Cmalnly. 1011 know. 
!lie relil\ous communitY CUlbt 10 jQil! 
i'D thaI. bill 10 ehould !hi community 
IfJderstUp If lB~: 

·1 think vOII'" ,oiftS to lill 

a1tern,dye public Kllnols ~eift' 
d ••• loped: 1 think lome may be 
develolled \y the Detroil pllblie 
KI\OGI tytleln I~HIt,l hopei· Elllier 
said, ;,

"r hope that jllit U ~1o!1 i& 
Mill nII1llift( Df'OfrII'M for 4rollOIlt 
,wdcn.c. in DlfrOit. odlfr I 8llhll",1II 

diSU1C~ or di3U'k;tJ wllhinf ID a­
I!1IIId ~, "'Iica~1iotW ~!IIiOl 
hive lbe IClal rigbt ~ I'Iffcr every·
Ihing IMnl tlcmtntarY elluCluon 10 a 
bilh achClol ('duclltinll in !h. citY of 
Detroit .~d 1certalnty would em:QIi!'" . 
~~ that." 

To rO\llpttt with ch&!·tCl =clloats, 
SOlnt' astntp. luperlnCl:lldtlUS hive 
prllllilltld bpl'lP.r and more classes. 
£I\iler said. 

"That'S wtu1t dlt markr.rplace i~ all 
aWul. Tba~'~ ",hac McD .. ri.ald'c I,•. 

cryini to do whenrh"y e~.thejr
lIurct3 tel 56 :ents.· ,

Baller. IlihCl has 11II11!sifiJ Ihal 
1M WI@ l'I\Iy h3Ye 10 L1~~. I)ver 
d.iaGim that cOIIsilr.enOy Gail to N\j' 
eate childrp.n. taid I~ .:oriirol II( 
Khwvl, j. imprfiUi ~Ul nO~i' 0[' 

eouatablllty. . 
·It', iGcal COllttollltlth ~btil' ....~. 

mllilr!~mij mmr I~[II mrnmWlmi 

and to t)).u1ll:e."1be ioYe.1!lYL,,'!lt1. . 
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tlIIT'ROn' SSIlt'S 

c:ont1nl,led ••• 
i 

. ·Aa-rilJtii8tlAti~l; oft\g,i.";,d~c: 
,Mftll)' Will come Crom 5treamLininf 
~ha ru_f.n'!.~.cl.'.Ma~el!t..!!I!I\,J.~ 
:n-am a'~d-elitJIillati,nr c:orpo,,~ tax 
llub;ldie&, . . ' 

'U.S, lWp, Pete ltoeketrl, RoHal•. 
land.. coIJIl)lalned that. ma1l1 otc:lin­
1On'0 MutatiOI\ platll ~cat.l IXlft-' 
jllg federal protrlla'l' aJthGll,h he 
~Upr0r.8 (reelnK moreRlQne~ tor 
!oc:a ""u.JlII. " " 

"'the president. i. tallcil\.aboul : 
Fltancllrdizo4 testing and liter",.. 
:h, \b. r.eler,) ,avernmeM i. 
arceBell involvK in Ulat,· Hoekstra 
uicl, "TIl,te ue 7150 ,listing ted"" 
a\ o(\l-:\l.~im\·Pt~l'I\A, witb at least 
14 dea:inllll'lth liwlq.· , 

IU chairman oftfu! House ealll;ll' 
tiol\ tI"'r'lgne .uhcotn,rlittea.l'loek· ' 
5traW&a in Delawlll't or. Mon4ay to 
I.alk,wlth localedllc:ar.!un lIatciab 
>Ibcut wJ.:ith (ederal edu~tla~ pro­r:ms work &l\d whiah IN ~t\IJ . 
.,jmilar hellrinra lire plann.d for 
!\.ficmi8ln c.hilI9ti1JI. i 

'We're tolking co plople 0[1 the 
loetlle.:e\ 1:14 aayl.r.'g, 'Hay, .,.; tN:1ie 
:Odors.! prolP'&1nS "rraetiVI? J. fioek. 
IItnwc:l. ,'i

Even or,alflu~lol\8 t.haL al.ipptlrt. 
Clintoft's ,due.tic" -Ito,uiftaVe 
qucr.Yunc:d .orne or hll tv.nd.i~1 pri.
.,nti...· • 

Jano Ih.nnawsy, director ~(The 
V;bM t1lSUluU! ed~Ofl flO!i.;::r .~ 
~r. said .ht would ba.... Ukedto _ . 
mol'4l rCII!I.IJI on comdlllil t.M .-rfor; 
!nancc an4 ~\IA\\\)' lOope th'~ soFt· , 
!'"t/! low·income lIC!\ool. &om more 
afR1.Ic:nt distirictl. ! 

"When )'011 t.elce ••tep 'ba~k 1lI~ 
look at t.h~ l'd1uationaJ PNPOSela 011 

. 

, 

balanoe. IIlo~ ofit ¥t tOClU&lld dI'I p:!1l.
r.ec:ondary edu.c&t.ioo. -heR ~e_'t. : 
1\&.v,t G\lf biggest 9tObLerna:\Hann· 
'."'-1 said. i 

1I'leAmertC:&D Cl1wullil on Sd\l~a. 
':icft lut week endoned Jll(. presl. 
dc~\'s profl4)3M for KOP1.ehciM'. 
~hj1l8 anc) '-I 4edloIcUon. jo help 
d"rt'Al the cost. of (411~le \g'clon,
But not \.(0,. t:ILpreIlIG, ~nctrll 
Iohat the \u ~ayillp oould De .act 
",l»Ile.18 CuitlOil iIIC1'tUfl,~ 
~ HOPR acho!o...au", 11110 WII:I . 

~nut\J,e.d. in anew repo« 1r.t !.he Jaw 
lteClftamlc CommitW! of Congrellll, : 
W)tifh eohel L1ded the .eJ\oli.nhiPI 
Would mor.e rogu!atol')' buriieM ~r 
eoUeees &1\6 g1Vt birth to ~lfc.4e....l 
49ntide",cllt PI'DtVIm.. ' 

-Ie m.rlca • ,hut in fed_ral edu· 
o:.II&':"Q poUe)' by I'I\lIIr:iIIi the '_ '( cn~. 
• maJor Illbaidl me;ltani&m,' ~h6 
"POrt eoccluded.. 

III"pica ot slIch criticiull. Gov, 
JOM 1l1li111 'hal elpl'l!88led enthusi· 
aim rot .eve,.l parte 0' Clintoll', 
eclucaUoIL reform ..nell, !ncllldU" 
II.tlonal .'lIIdllrclild tutl and 
charier IChoola.Th.\ entl\u,iltl!1 
helps ..pl.in why Clinton ulled 
11181000'ulliee lut .,..k ID s.oUc:lt an 
inYlratiOQ to BpI"" to die Miohipn
lAlCialltwt, ' . 

: -n. ,o"traer II "'!'11' II'\Ut'h hl 
favor or mu.c;h or ..bat Clinton. aa1~ 
durinc tI!.t Sc.at.8 oCthe tInlgn," ali4 
tn,ler spo.kocm&c Jolin Tnmott. 
"Some of &heSt: are thlnp \he gov.
emot.Jw been callIng ror for a 1001 
t!.lIIe."-,~,t:.r:'" 
Mn'S a IOOIc at IMIe of PrestQent 
CJitlIqn~ I\'I8jOf' edl.le.'ial'l ""Ifla. 
MG IfICI /p,I,. Michigan $Cl'oools 
couto !)enarlt 
1CI~""1I1 C,il'l!on 
Mal prgIlOMCI.~ng ~'O 

, IroIn $49 minIOn 10 I\II'Id 3,OIX)
, ch",.r tCl'loag, Qo,; Jr.rnn ElIOl6r 

hili! "'"ady 1;10.0 an apCllicllion 'e 
OC'Iliin federal 'II/rids 10 pay !!'Ie 
S1arH.lO COS!S Of cnanar aohQOfli 
in MIe"iQall. .' . 
CWnlon hal al$O p'"pOSO"
SCel"lGlng 11.2 DIll/on 011 Khog' 
eOl'lllru'e.jOtl and renovation. 

i witn mucl'l of tn. rr'IQtI'Y 11'9t(· 
, 	eCi to !he nallgn,» 100 ',rgell· 

lirf)1I'I cJISII'lctl. 'nCluOin& 
OIatreil. 
CoI_; Cfinr;n Ilea ptOP6&od 
HOf>f[IICtIOlarshlp& !hal proviCSe 
51.5(1) ," 1111 et&a~S to liNltICs 
Me yoart Of ,hlghar edueatiOl'llor 
~ IIlO middlt-il'tCOI'I'Io f4l'"iliea. 
AI an IIIt~rnilllve. lamili" 'Q\./Id 
fake lax Geductionl tOi up lQ 
"0,000 if'! OO!lege ~~arlOll CI 
jo~ ff~ing COIlS. Micl'Iigef'l 001 
18gI~ WOI.IIg. b. "fllij'\;I1e
b' pat! 01 an aGCllnonal S50 J'T'jp 
~ in Pell G'antI 1It1l'l.yaar And 
.bOII! ., mlilIOt! Il'101'0 lOt 'tcreral 
WCttoItl.lCfy prOV'''''''

Adwtt iduelUOI!! MiCl'lir;atl . .. 

Itchgoll....owf~ tONNO Itt.1 ""it. ; 
lIelM;j'I l!Qlllleauc;auon grlntt. up 
from 511.0 l'III'flQr1lnls year. Tht 
cresldent alae DfOS)OSes Il'Il/'id' 
ing "'lID exclusion 101 amp!oV· . 
er·CIftl"'ISec:lII~\Ion ~illllancf! 

W QMng !ali c;redilllQ ~ . 

buslll'HM tlal oIfef rna oenarll' 
lalmD~'U 

ilf~ff VI" ~ro:r~1p;:e. .
-
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APJ359G rn mimi- MI-Clinton-Michiqan,0482 03-04 5:Z5'a 
State .duc~t~r.s say they'll pay close attention to Clinton's messaqe
By The A~~uciated Pre~~ . . 

J:lrcoident clint.on plane t.o diACUSS his 1deas, about education and 
wAlfare during nls scheduled vis1t to Michi9sn, and soma local. 
ufficials are promie~n9 to scrutiniza hie massage. 

. "Clinton is right. on track in terms otidentifyinq problems, 
cut: all or his solut:.,loilli involve sendin;,. mora money to 
Wa5hingt.on,1I Joseph J:.ehman, dirElct:or of communlca'tlons tor the 
Mackinac C:Antar for public policy, told The Detroit., Newe in a : 
report puulished Tuesday. . : ., 

"We can't. expect to jmprove schools jus't by transferring, i 
rR~pnnsibility from pne set of politicians to another set, 
~$pecially when it sland:::; proqrams farthQr from home." ,. 

Clinton i~ Achequled. 'to address 'the Michigan Legislature on 
Thursday. GOV. John ~1~ler's office announced last week that the 
president would apeak on topios ineludinq standardized tes'tlnq'tor 
pllhlic school stuaenlt,s and charter SChools. . 

Cllnton's call (for nationwidQ ~ducational Qtandards is overdue, 
e:aid Paula Wood" dE'ain nf education a't waynesta'te univers'ity. , 

"BUt you can al:::;o ::iee that he is being cnreful not t:o step on 
;states' toe15," she a:aid. "'l'his is a potJQr that ill; eovet.ed by tl)e 
states, '-'nn t'.hey don:'t wan't to give it away,," ' .. ' .: :. 

, Many ur Clintod's education plans dupli~ate existin; federal 
programs, 3aid U.S. ?Rap. Pete Hoekstra, R';'HoUand, chairman ot the 
House education ovei;s1qnt: sUbcommittee.,J, ' 

"The president lis talking about standardized testing and : 
literacy. But t.he fed"ral tJt')v~rnment. is already involved 1n that,"
HoeJest:ra sa i<:t. "There are 760 I!;xistin9 feder'al eclu.eo.tion programs;. 
with at lea~t 14 dealing with literacy." 

Clinton ~l~o has proposed using S49 million in federal funds to 
create chttrl:.e'c· $0110015. . 
. "Providing any i,smoltnt. of. money to Charter SChools is very !:food 
for them," said orrn~nd HOOK I director of the Michi<lan Resouroe, . 
C~nter for Charter ~c::hoolc, But, he. added, "When t.hA government 
tr ies to QO it, it gAt.!=; too biQ." ; 

Clinton's itinerary dldn't extend beyond his soheduled ad~ress 
to the Legislaturo, ~but the pr88idQnt had rio shortage of . 
invitations t.o J;top 'elsewhere 1n the Lansinq; a.rea. , , 

Muth Brazee sald she and other members ;of Central United ,
Metnodi3t Church would like Clint.on to atte~ a wee'}(ly luncheoh for 
thR nAedy a.nd. visit 'the day c~re center at t.he Church across the 
street from the Capitol.. . 

"They're all tg. ".;me tel1inq churches to take a biq9e.r part in 
qe't'tlnq people of! ,f W~lfa~e. This is two <lood examples of it~" 
Mis. Brazee tcld the Lansing State Journal. "It. would be 'so easy 
for him to WillI<: across tne st.reet and. see £or:himself. 1t 

, , 

http:Clint.on
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AP J3092 rn mimi- MI-Needy Schools, Mich Bjt,0703 03-04 1:21a 

survey: half of state ~istricts have buildings in serious need of 

repair 


. PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) - About half of Michigan's school . 

superintendents report they have buildings in their districts in 

serious need of repair ~nd 157 buildings are. in urgent need, a 

survey indicates. . . 


"'tou can i9'nore it . .But we are placing o:ur Children and youth 

at risk by ignoring it r " Dick Wilson, presid~nt Qf the School 

Equity Caucus, which conducted the survey, t~ld The Oakland Press 


. in a story published Mqnday. 
"When you know something is wronC;1 and you don't deal with it, 


that is gross neqligence and then you los~ your governmental

immunity," he said. . 


Superintendents of 257 districts - about half the statewide . 
total - reported 320 school buildings are in serious need of repair
and 157 buildinqs are in urqent need. 

Because the respondents were promised anonymity, there is no 

breakdown of where the'schools are locatea. 


Wilsori, former superin~endent of the Brandon district in Oakland 
county, pointed to an electrical fire a ,few weeks ago that 
destroyed the Lake Orion Administration Builqinq, built in 1923, as 
an exam.ple of what could happen in some of the state's older 
schools.., . i~· 

"The Lake Orion A(:iministration bu.ilding; was a high school. What 
if that had happened and kids had been in it? There are many
schools in this state where children and you.t·h go to today that are 
a lot older than t:.hat,'maybe decades older than that," he said. 

Wilson wants the state to provide financial help, especially to 
poor and intermediate school districts. He said those districts 
can't raise millages enough to finance needed repairs, because a 
I-mill tax levied by aipoor district C;1enerates much less money than 

. a rich dist~ict. . . . 
For example! each' mill levied in affluent Bloomfield Hills 


generates $418,062 pe~ pupil, the Press report.d. But in Brandon 

that same mill would raise $94,321 per pupil and, in Hazel Park, 

551,003 per pupiL :,.: 


wi ls;;on ci tea Hamt:ramck as an example of( the worst that can 

happen in building deb,t. .: . 


The Detroit enclaVe'S newest school bufldings date back to the 
1930s and the school district is leasing at least 48 classrooms 
from parochial schools, he said. . 

According to a letter from state Treasurer Doug Roberts dated 

Jan. 17, 1996, the state would not grant a loan from the state 

school bond fund because Hamtramck would have to levy i3 mills (at 

$]7,J26 per pupil) to 'generate $51 million. 


The interest on the loan balance eventually would accrue faster 
th~n the loan repaymertts, Roberts wrote. 

tiThe district's balance owed to the sta·te increases into 

perpetuity. By the ye~r 2050 , the balance would be approximately

$300 million; by the year 2080, approximately $1.0 billion~ 1/ 


Roberts wrote. 

Wilson has proposed a bill 'that would ~equire the state to start 

up a pot of money with about $79 million the first year ana 
increase each year. Districts whose voters approved at least 2 
mills for school repairs and renovations would be eligible for 
~tate reimbUrsement for ~ni ~i'rerence betWeen the amount their 
mill generates per pupil and the amount the average state school 
m~.l ~enerates per pupil - $111,66B. 

-more­



WELFARE REFQRM.IN MICBIGAN 

Over the last four y~ welfare rolls have deelined dramatically in Michigan 8.l)d child' 
support collections have increased. Between January 1993 and November 1996, the number of . 
people on welfare in Michigan decreased by 30 percent or 208,274 people; nationwide, the 
welfare caseload declined by 18 percent or nearly 2.5 million people. Michigan's percentage 
reduction ranks 16th among the states (WisConsin's 44 percent decline is largest). Michigan 
increased child support collections by $165 million, or 21.2 percent, from fiscalyear 1992 to fiscal 
yearJ996. At the same time, the state doubled the number of paternities established, from 29,087 
to 60,827. . 

In the state there is a great political battle over credit for the lower welfare caseloads. 

According to staff ofSpeaker Hertell, Assembly Democrats think the good economy, for which 

they think the President is greatly responsible, is the primary reason for the caseload decline. 

(Michigan's unemployment rate, 7.0 percent in 1993, fell to 4.2 percent in November 1996.) 


Democrats re-took the AssetDbly last fall and their major welfare-to~work proposal this 
session is a state earned income tax credit. The measure proposed by Rep. John F. Freeman of 
Royal Oak, would allow a family of four who claims a $2,400 BITC ontheir federal income tax 
return to claim a $240 tax credit on their state return. The measure was reported out ofthe 
comlnittee on Wednesday, February 26th and is expected to pass the Assembly (but may not pass 
the Republican-controlled Senate). State Democrats think praise from the President could give 
this proposal legs. 

The o~e thing Governor Engler andthe state Democrats can agree upon is "Project Zero", 
a demonstration project in six sites around the state which provides intensive social services (child .. 
care, education, transportation, job placement) with the goal ofachieving 100%·employment. In 
January 1997~ 54% ofwelfare recipients at these sites were working. In this pilot, weifare. 
recipients receive intensive case management (including home visits ifthey don't attend work). 
The'state spends extra funds for statI: child care, and transportation at these sites and the 
Governor's budget proposes to expand it to an additional six sites. The President could use 
Project Zero as way ofarguing that as we mpve people offwelfare into work and insist they take 
responsibility for their own lives, we must ensure their child is cared for, that they don't lose their 
health care, and they can get to their jobs.' Child care spending in Michigan has increased 300% . 
since 1991,·Governor Engler's staff say. 

Michigan is bestknown not for Project Zero but the tough new welfare rules imposed 
under President Clinton's reform-minded waiver policy. In both October 1994 and June 1996, 
President Clinton granted waivers to expand Michigan's "To Strengthen Michigan.Families" 

. program. The program encourages work and responsibility by: . 
• 	 Cutting grants by 25 percent for those who refuse to work or go to school and 

eliminating assistance for those who refuse to cooperate for 12 months; 
• 	 Requiring minor teen parents to live in approved, adult-supervised settings and 

attend school as conditions of eligibility. . 
• 	 Revoking drivers' licenses ofparents who don't pay child support or don't allow the 

other parent visitation rights. . 
While Michigan's program allows them to subsidize jobs for welfare recipients, it is not a 


widely used option. 


3/5197 
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There is strong evidence that Michigan's program has been successful state-wide. In 

January, 31 percent ofwelfare recipients had earnings averaging $466 a month. A June 1996 

evaluation ofthe To Stengthen Michigan Families program conducted by Abt Associates found 

that welfare recipients randomly assigned to the program had earnings 11% higher than those 

assigned to a control group, halfthe impact ofthe GAIN program in California. ' 


Michigan will continue its welfare reform program, with some minor changes, under the 
newwelfare law. The state plans to use its own dollars to provide assistance to all adults who 
comply with program rules (despite the five year limit on use offederal funds). The governor's 
staffsays the state provides cash assistance (using block grant dollars) and Medicaid to those legal 
immigrants in the U.S. before August 22, 1996 and who were eligible for AFDC or Medicaid. 
They do not use block grant dollars to provide cash assistance to SSI or food stamp recipients cut 
offbecause ofthe welfare law meaningly, generally, that poor families with kids will get cash 
assistance and other disabled individuals and other adults will not. Legal immigrants who arrive in 

. the U.S. after August 22, 1996 will be banned from assistance for five years as required by the 
federal welfare law and then will be eligible. Currently; in Michigan some legal immigrants 
banned from SSI may be eligible for a state·funded disability program. The Governor's budget 
would prevent this, banning legal. immigrants cut off ofSSI from the state disability program. He 
needs legislation to accomplish this, and Democrats plan to fight him every step ofthe way. 

. Because ofthis brewing battle, it may be best not to praise Michigan's immigration policy but 
simply to simply say the welfare bill's ban is unworthy ofa great nation ofimmigrants. 

3/3/97 
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Clinton to talk j 

at j9int session 
of Legislature· 
By DAVID McHUGH , 
Fr~~ l'r .. U I..IIn~illJ1 :;\a[f ~ 

I...\NSING - President nill Clinto'n 
will addross (I joinl session of lhe 
\lichigan i...egislamre on March 6 (I~d 
mil, about cdm:ation. White HOllse 
and ~tate offidalll said 'l1ll1csday. 

Clinran is to talk about 
in reforming 
~du('ati{m and 
w(·lfare and the 
imporlance of 
the role the 
stales play in 
..,odilion to the 
federal govern­
ment," :::aid 
While House 
"pokesman 
John Bill 
:'1.111 rchinsun. l'Unton 

Not JUSt 
De-mocrats. but 
Republican Gov, John Engler weI­
~omed the new~. 

House Speaker Curtis Hertel,m· 
D~lToit, said, ''We're honored to have 
Pre!<>idem (linton come to Michigan. 
when~ Democrats are already wo'rk· 
ing toward the goals he outlinedj{or 
the schonls of the :Hst C~nlury.~ i . 

Larry Owen, Democratic candi· 
date for govtrnor and a longli'tne • 
Clinton backpr. said the prt'sidellt is 
making similar addrt!:.>:>es in u\her 
::;{ate~. He said Clintl)n spoke adthe 
Maryland u-gislatul't' a Celli' wt':eks • 

. c 
~ 

ago. "t:. 
Owpn. iI l.ansing lawyer. said he 

visited the Wllite House On Tuesday 
and urged Clinton to respond to an 
invitation from· Hertel and come to 
Mi{:higan, 

"He wants to hei/dnen attention 
un the education problems of the 

t.:ountry," O""en said~ "He has some 
g~od ideas.~ . 

Clinton rnade a courtesy phone 
call to Engler on Thursday, said 
Engler .9pok~'!lman John Truscott 

'"The president called this morn­
ing and said! he was interested in 
coming to MiChigan to discuss educa­
tion.·' said Truscott. 

"'!lie gov~rnor said, 'I'd love to 
have you: ". 

Truscott.said Clinton and Engler 
"are in sync" on Beversl educational 
issues, inclu~!ng $tandardized nalion­
wide testing and charter schools. 
expected 10 be topics in Clinton's 
speech. <I: . 

No time :was announced. but the 
site for thej~{~t session, meaning both 
(he U()..member House and the 38­
member Scn~t(' silting together. 1. the 
more·~padous HOllse chamber In 

the Capltolln I.ansiit,. N a details were 
available on whether the pubUcean 
attend, Space in the House gaJ)ery Ii 
very limited. 

State officials sald it wouJdn't be 
the first tim~ a president addressed a 
joint session. 

Theodore Roosevelt did It In 1907, 
a'iving a l()..minutespeech on the need 
to control rr..eat concentrations of cor­
'perate wealth.
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