Goals 2000: Educate America Act

Title II - National Education Reform
| Leadership, Standards and
Assessments

- (As Amended by the Improving America’s
- Schools Act .of 1994 and the
Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and
Appropriations Act of 1996)



TITLE II—NATIONAL EDUCATION RE-
FORM LEADERSHIP, STANDARDS, AND
 ASSESSMENTS

PART A—NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL

SEC. 201. PURPOSE. . E o

It is the purpose of this part to establish a. bipartisan mecha- .
nism for— . , o
(1) building @ national consensus for education improve-
ment, ) .

(2) reporting on progress toward achieving the National
Education Goals; and ‘ . .

(3) reviewing the voluntary national content standards and
voluntary national student performance standards .

SEC. 202. NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL. .

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in the executive
branch a National Education Goals Panel (hereafter in this title re-
ferred to as the “Goals Panel”) to aduvise the President, the Sec-
retary, and the Congress. :

. ’%) ComposiTion.—The Goals Panel shall be composed of 18
members (hereafier in this part referred to as “members”),
including— ’

(1) 2 members appointed by the President; ‘ :
(2} 8 members who are Governors, 3 of whom shall be from
the same f;liticaz’ party as the President and 5 of whom shall
be from the opposite political garty of the President, appointed
by the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the National Gou-
. ernors’ Association, with.the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
eack appointing representatives of such Chairperson’s or Vice
Chairperson’s respective political party, in consultation with
each other; :
(3, 4 Members of the Congress, of whom— - :

(A} 1 member shall be appointed by the Majority Lead-
er of the Senate from among the Members of the Senate,.

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the Minority Lead-
er of the Senate from among the Members of the Senate;

(C) 1 member shall be appointed-by the Majority Lead-
er of the House of Representatives from among the Members "
of the House of Representatives; and : :

(D) 1 member shall be appointed by the Minority Lecd-
er of the House of Representatives from among the Members
of the House of Representatives; and
(4) 4 members of State legislatures appointed by the Presi-

dent of the National Coriference of State Legislatures, of whom
2 shall be of the same political party as the President of the
United States. : ’ .
(c) SPECIAL APPOINTMENT RULES.— ‘ '

" (1) IN GENERAL.—The members appointed pursuant to sub-
section (b)(2) shall be appointed as follows: _

(A) If the Chairperson of the Nationa! Governors’ Asso-
ciation is from the same political party as the President,
the Chairperson shall appoint 3 individuals and the Vice
Ch;zirpersan of such association shall appoint 5 individ- |



"(B) If the Chairperson of the National Governors' Asso-
ciation is from the opposite political party as the President,
the Chairperson shall appoint § i ividyuals and the Vice
Ch;:irperson of such association shall appoint 3 individ-
uals.

(2) SPECIAL RULE.—If the National Governors’ Association
has appointed a panel that meets the requirements of sub-
sections (b) and (c), except for the requirements of paragraph (4)
of subsection (b), prior to the date of enactment of this Act, then
the members serving on such panel shall be deemed to be in
compliance with the provisions of such subsections and shall
not be required to be reappointed pursuant to such subsections.

(3) REPRESENTATION.—To the extent feasible, the member-

- ship of the Goals Panel shall be geographically representative

gnd reflect the racial, ethnic, and gender diversity of the United
tates. ' )

(d) TERMS.—The terms of service of ,members‘_shall be as fol-

lows:

(1) PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES.—Members appointed under
subsection (b)(1) shall serve at the pleasure of the President.

(2) GOVERNORS.—Members appointed under paragmf:h 2)
of subsection (b) shall serve for 2-year terms, except that the ini-
tial appointments under such paragraph shall be made to en-
sure staggered terms with one-half of such members’ terms con-
cluding every 2 years. .

(3) CONGRESSIONAL APPOINTEES AND STATE LEGISLATORS.—
Members appointed under paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection
(b; shall serve for 2-year terms.

(e) DATE OF APPOINTMENT.—The initial members shall be ap-
ﬁointed not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this

ct.

({0 INITIATION.—The Goals Panel may begin to carry out its du-
ties qndea;: this part when 10 members of the Goals Panel have been
appointed. :

d (g) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Goals Panel shall not affect
the powers of the Goals Panel, but shall be filled in the same man-
ner as the original appointment.

(hj TRAVEL. —Each member may be allowed travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized section -
5703 of title 5, United States Code, for each dav the member is en-
gaged in the performance of duties for the Goals Panel away from
the home or regular place of business of the member.

‘(i) CHAIRPERSON.—

(1) IN GENERAL —The members shall select a Chairperson
from among the members.

{2) TERM AND POLITICAL AFFILIATION.—The Chairperson of
the Goals Panel sholl serve @ I-year term and shall alternate
between political parties. : . A
(j) CONFLICT OF INTEREST.—A member of the Goals Panel wko

is an elected official of a State which has developed content
or student performance standards may not participate
in Goals Panel consideration of such standards. ' . ,

(k) Ex OFFICI0 MEMBER.—If the President has not appointed
the Secretary as 1 of the 2 members the President appoints pursuant
. to subsection (b)(1), then the Secretary shall serve as a nonvsting ex

officio member of the Goals Panel. .



SEC. 203. DUTIES. :
(a) IN GENERAL —The Goals Panel shall—

(1) report to the President, the Secretary, and the Congress
regarding the progress the Nation and the States are making
toward achieving the National Education Goals established
under title I of this Act, including issuing an annual report;

(2) review voluntary national content standards and vol-
untary national student performance standards,

_(3) report on promising or effective actions being taken at
the national, State, and local levels, and in the ub’;i and pri-
vate sectors, to achieve the National Education Is; and

(4) help build a nationwide, bipartisan consensus for the
reforms necessary to achieve the National Education Goals.

(®) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Goals Panel shall annually prepare
and submit to the President, the Secretary, the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress, and the Governor of each State a report
that shall— -

(A) report on the frogress of the United States toward
> achieving the National Education Goals; o ‘
(B) identify actions that should be taken by Federal,

State, and local governments to enhance progress toward

achieving the National Education Goals and to provide all

students with a fair opportunity-to-learn .

© (2} FOrRM; DATA —Reports shall be presented in a form, and
include data, that is understandable to parents and the general

public. .

SEC. 204. POWERS OF THE GOALS PANEL.
(a) HEARINGS. — .
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Goals Pane! shall, for the purpose of

“carrving out this part, conduct suck hearings, sit and act a!

such times and ploces, toke such testimony, and receive such

evidence, as the Goals Panel considers appropriate.
(2) REPRESENTATION.—In carrying out this part, the Goals

Panel shall conduct hearings to receive reports, views, and

analyses of a broad spectrum of experts and the public on the

establishment of voluntary national content standards, vol-
untary national student performance standards,
and State assessments, ‘ :

(b) INFORMATION.—The Goals Panel may secure directly from
any department or agency of the United States information nec-
essary to enable the Goals Panel to carry out this part. Upon request
of the Chairperson of the Goals Panel, the head of a department or
agency shall furnish such information to the Goals Panel to the ex-
tent permitted by law.

(¢) PostaL SERVICES.—The Goals Pane! moy use the United
States mail in the same manner and under the same conditions
other departments and agencies of the United States. :

(d) USE OF FaCILITIES.—The Goals Panel may, with consent of
any agency or instrumentality of the United States, or of any State
or political subdivision thereof, use the research, equipment, serv-
ices, and facilities of such agency, instrumentality, State, or subdivi-
sion, respectively. '
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'(e) ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS AND SUPPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL —The Secretary shall provide to the Goals
Panel, on a reimbursable basis, such administrative support
services as the Goals Panel moy request. :

; (2) CONTRACTS AND OTHER ARRANGEMENTS.—The Sec- .

' retary, to the extent appropriate, and on.a reimbursable basis,
shall make contracts and other arrangements that are requested
by the Goals Panel to help the Goals Panel compile and analyze
data or carry out other functions necessary to the performance
of such responsibilities.

SEC. 205. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
(a) MEETINGS. —The Goals Panel shall meet on a regular baszs,
as necessary, at the call of the Chairperson of the Goals Panel or
-a majority of its members.
(b) QUORUM.—A majority of the members shalc’ constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.
(c) VOTING AND FINAL DECISION.—
(1) VoTING.—~No individual may vote, or exercise any of the
powers of a member, by proxy.
(2) FINAL DECISIONS.—
(A) In making final decisions of the Goals Panel with
respect to the exercise of its duties and powers the Goals
Panel shall operate on the principle of consensus among the
members of the Goals Panel.
(B; Except as otherwise provided in this part, if a vote
of the membership of the Goals Panel is reguired to reach
a final decision with respect to the exercise of its duties and
powers, then such final decision shall be made by a three-
fourths vote of the members of the Goals Panel who are
present and voting.
fd) PuBLIC ACCESS.—The Goals Panel shall ensure public ac-
cess to its proceedings (other than proceedings, or portions of pro-
ceedings, relating to internal personnel and management matters)
anid make available to the publ:c at reasonable cost, transcripts of
such proceedings.

SEC. 206. DIRECTOR AND STAFF; EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.

{a) DiIRECTOR.—The Chairperson of the Goals Panel, without re-
gard to the provisions of title 5, United States Code, reiatzng to the
appointment and compensation of officers or employees of the Unit-
ed States, shall appoint a Director to be paid at a rate not to exceed
the rate of basic pay payable for level V of the Executive Schedule.

- {(b) APPOINTMENT AND PAY OF EMPLOYEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL —(A) The Director may appoint not more

' than 4 additional employees to serve as stoff to the Goals Panel

without regard to the provisions of title 5, United States Code
governing appointments in the competitive service.

(B) The employees appointed under subparagraph (A) may

be paid without regard to the fromszons of chapter 51 and sub-

c)w ter 111 of chapter 53 of that title relating to classification

General Schedule pay rates, but shall not be paid a rate
that exceeds the maximum rote of basic pay payable for GS-15
of the General Schedule.

(2) ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES.—The Director may appoint ad-
ditional employees to serve as staff to the Goals Panel in ac-
cordance with title 5, United States Code.



(c) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.——The Goals Panel may procure
temporary and intermittent services of experts and consultants
under section 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code.

: (d) STAFF OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Upon the request of the
Goals Panel, the head of any department or agency of the United
States may detail any of the personnel of such agency to the Goals -
Panel to assist the Goals Panel in its duties under this part.

SEC. 207. EARLY CHILDBOOD ASSESSMENT. :

(a) IN GENERAL —The Goals Panel shall support the work of its
Resource and Technical Plenning Groups on School Reodiness
{hereafier in this section referred to as the “Groups”) to improve the
methods of ussessing the readiness of children for school that would
lead to alternatives to currently used early childhood assessments.

(d) ActrviTiEs.—The Groups shall—

(1) develop a model of elements of school readiness that ad-
dress a broad range of early childhood developmental needs, in-
cluding the needs of children with disabilities; A

(2) create clear guidelines regarding the nature, functions,
and uses of early childhood assessments, including assessment
formats that are appropriate for use in culturally and linguis-
tically diverse communities, based on model elements of school
readiness; ' S o

{3) monitor and evaluate early childhood assessments, in-
cluding the ability of existing assessments to provide valid in-

" formation on the readiness of children for school; and

(4) monitor and report on the long-term collection of data
on the status of young children to improve policy and practice,
including the need for new sources of data necessary to assess
the broad range of early childhood developmental needs.

(c) ADVICE.—The Groups shall advise and assist the Congress,
the Secretary, the Goals Panel, and others regarding how to im-
prove the assessment of young children and how such assessments
can improve services to children. ) ,

(d) REPORT.—The Goals Panel shall provide reports on the

work of the Groups to the appropriate committees of the Congress,
the Secretary, and the public. ‘

PART B—LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATIONAL
| TECHNOLOGY ~

SEC. 233. OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL TECENOLOGY.

(a) AMENDMENT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ORGANI-
ZaTION AcT.—Title II of the Department of Education Organization
Act (20 U.S.C. 3411 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
following new section.

“OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

“SEC. 216. {0) There shall be in the Depariment of Education
an Office of Educational Technology (hereafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Office’), to be administered by the Director of Edu-
cational Technology. The Director of Educational Tech shall
report directly to the Secretary and shall perform suc}?mtiond
functions as the Secretary may prescribe. .
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"(b) The Director of the Office ;:f Educauoncl Technology (here-
a r} in this section referred to as the ‘Director’), through the Office,

“(1) in support of the overall national technology policy and
in consultation with other Federal departments or agencies
which the Director determines appropriate, provide leadership
to the Nation in the use of technology to promote achievement
of the National Education Goals and to increase opportunities
'or all students to achieve State content and challenging State
student performance standards; .

“(2) review all programs and training functions adminis-
tered by the Department and recommend policies in order to
promote increased use of technology and technology planning
thmu?'}mut all such programs and functions; : .

. “(3) review all relevant programs supported by the Depart-
ment to ensure that such programs are coordinated with and
support the national long-range tecknology Eplan developed pur-
sz’z:int to section 232(b) of the Is 2000: Educate America Act;
a

€

“(4) perform such additional functions as the Secretary may
require. :

““(c) The Director is authorized to select, appoint, and employ
such officers and employees as may be necessary to carry out the
functions of the Office, subject to the provisions of title 5, United
States Code (governing appointments in the competitive service),
and the provisions of chapter 51 and subcha&ter 1I of chapter 53
of su)c‘h title (relating to classification and (eneral Schedule pay
rates). . ' SR ‘

“ld) The Secretary may obtain the services of experts and con-
.gzgants in accordance with section 3109 of title 5, United States

e.”

(b} COMPENSATION OF THE DIRECTOR.—Section 5315 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following. -

“Director of the Office of Educational Technology.”. ‘

SEC. 236. OFFICE OF TRAINING TECENOLOGY TRANSFER.

(a) TRANSFER — : o

(1) IN GENERAL —The Office of Training Technology Trans-
fer- as established under section 6103 of the Training Tech-
nology Transfer Act of 1988 (20 U.8.C. 5093) is transferred to
and established in the Office of Educational Technology. - -
" (2) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—The first sentence of section
6103(a) of the Training Technology Transfer Act of 1988 (20
U.S.C. 5093(a)) is amended by striking “Office of Educational
Research and Improvement” and inserting “Office of Edu-
cational Technology™.

PART C—AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS

SEC. 241. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

. There are authorized
to be appropriated $3,000,000 for fiscal year 1994, and such sums
as may be necessary for each of the four succeeding fiscal years, to
carry out part A of this title.
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. TITLE III—STATE AND LOCAL
EDUCATION SYSTEMIC IMPROVEMENT

SEC. 301, FINDINGS. .
The Congress finds that— ' L ‘
(1) all students can learn and achieve to high standards
and must realize their potential if the United States is to pros- -

per; »

(2) the reforms in education from 1977 through 1992 have

achieved some good results, but such reform efforts often have
. been limited to a few schools or to a single part of the edu-
cational system; L

(3) leadership must come from teachers, related services
_personnel, principals, and parents in individual schools, and
from policymakers at the local, State, tribal, and national lev-
els, in order for lasting improvements in student performance
to occur; ‘ L ‘

(4) simultaneous top-down and bottom-up education reform
is necessary to spur creative and innovative approaches by indi:
vidual schools to help all students achieve internationally com-
pelitive standards; S

(5) strategies must be developed by communities and States
to support the revitalization of all local public schools by fun-
damentally changing the entire system of public education
through comprehensive, coherent, and coordinated improvement
in order to increase student learning; -

(6) parents, teachers, and other local educators, and busi-
ness, community, and tribal leaders must be involved in devel-
oping systemwide improvemen! strategies that reflect the needs
of their individual communities; .

(7) State and local education improvement efforts must in-
corporate strategies for providing all students and families with
coordinated access to appropriate social sérvices, health care,
nutrition, and early childhood education, and child care to re-
move preventable barriers to learning-and enhance school read-
tness for all students; -

(8) States and local educational agencies, working together,
must immediately set about developing and implementing such

- systemwide improvement! strategies if our Nation is to educate
all children to meet their full potentiol and achieve the Na-
tional Education Goals described in title I; .

(9) State and local systemic improvement strategies must
provide all students with effective mechanisms and appropriate
paths to the work force as well as to higher education;

(10) businesses should be encouraged— ‘

' (A) to enter into partnerships with schools; -

(B) to provide information and  guidance to schools
based on the needs of area businesses for properly educated
graduates in general and on the need for particular work-

" place skills that the schools may provide;

(C) to provide necessary education and training mate-
rials and support,; and ' :

(D) to continue the lifelong learning process throughout
the employment years of an individual;



- (11) schools should provide information to businesses re-
garding how the business community can assist schools in
meeting the purposes of this Act; '

(12) institutions of higher education should be encouraged .
to enter into partnerships with schools to provide information
and guidance to schools on the skills and knowledge graduates
need in order to enter and successfully complete postsecondary
education, and schools should provide information and guid-
ance to institutions of higher education on the skills, knowledge,
and preservice training teachers need, and the types of profes-
sional development educators need in order to meet the pur-
poses of this Act; : o

(13) the appropriate and innovative use of technology, in-
cluding distance learning, can be very. effective in helping to
ﬁmvide all students with the opportunity to learn and meet

igh standards; A ‘

(14) Federal funds should be targeted to support State and
local initiatives, and to leverage State and local resources for
designilr;g and implementing systemwide education improve-
ment pians; '

(15) all students are entitled to participate in a broad and
challenging curriculum and to have access to resources suffi-
cient to address other education needs,; and : v

(16) quality education management services are being uti-
lized by local educational agencies and schools through contrac-
tual agreements among local educational agencies or schools
and businesses providing quality education management. gerv-
ices. : : -
SEC. 302. PURPOSE. .

(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this title to improve the qual-
ity of education for all students improving student learning
through a long-term, broad-based effort to promote coherent and co-
ordinated improvements in the system of education throughout the
Nation at the State and local levels. o

(b) CONGRESSIONAL INTENT.—This title provides new authori-
ties and funding for the Nation’s school systems without replacing
or reducing funding for existing Federal education programs. It is
the intention of the Congress that no State or local educational
agency will reduce its funding for education or for education reform
on account of receiving any funds under this title.

SEC. 303. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. )

There are authorized to be appropriated $400,000,000 for the
fiscal year 1994, and such sums as may be necessary for each of the
fiscal years 1995 through 1998, to carry out this title. :

SEC. 304. ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS. : ,
(a) RESERVATIONS OF FUNDS.—From funds appropriated under
section 303, the Secretary— ' ‘

: (1) shall reserve a total of one percent to provide assistance,

in amounts determined by the Secretary— , E ,

" (A) to the outlying areas; _

(B) to the Secretary of the Interior to- benefit Indian
students in schools operated or funded by the Bureau; and
(C) to the Alaska Federation of Natives in cooperation
with the Alaska Native Education Council to benefit Alaska

Native students; and :



(2) may reserve a total of not more than 5§ percent for— v
" (A) national leadership activities under sections 313
and 314; and : ) ) ‘
(B) the costs of peer review of State improvement plans
-and applications under this title : .
: " (b) STATE ALLOTMENTS.—From the amount appropriated under
section 303 and not reserved under subsection (a) in each fiscal year
thleloSecretary shall make allotments to State educational agencies as
ws: : ‘ :

. (1) 50 percent of such amount shall be allocated in accord-
ance with the relative amounts each State would have received
under chapter 1 of title 1 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 for the preceding fiscal year if funds
under such chapter in such preceding fiscal year were not re-
served for the outlying areas. . : ‘

(2) 50 percent of such amount shall be allocated in accord-
ance with the relative amounts each State would have received
under part A of chapter 2 of title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 for the preceding fiscal year if
funds under such chapter in such preceding fiscal year were not
reserved for the outlying areas.” ‘ -

(¢c) REALLOTMENTS.—If the Secretary determines that any
amount of a State educational agency's allotment for any fiscal year
under subsection (b) will not be needed for such fiscal year by the
State, the Secretary shall reallot such amount to other State edu-
cational agencies that need additional funds, in such manner as the
Secretary determines is appropriate. o

(d) MAINTENANCE. OF EFFORT.—Each recipient of funds under
this title, in utilizing the proceeds of an allotment received under
this title, shall maintain the expenditures of such recipient for the
activities assisted under this title at a level equal to not less than .
the level of such expenditures maintained by such recipient for the
fiscal year preceding the fiscal year for which such allotment is re-
celved, except that the Secretary may reduce, temporarily or perma-
nently, the level of expenditures reguired by this subsection if the
Secretary determines that such recipient has justifiable reasons for
a reduction in the level of expenditures required by this subsection.

(e) DIRECT GRANTS TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL —Notwithstanding subsection (c), if a

State educational agency was not participating in the program
under this section as of October 20, 1995, and the State edu-
cational agency approves, the Secretary shall use all or a por-
tion of the allotment that the State would have received under
this section for a fiscal year to award grants to local edu-
cational agencies in the State that have approved applications
under paragraph (2) for such fiscal year. , :

(2) APPLICATION.—Any local educational agency that de-

sires to receive a grant under this subsection shall submit an .
application to the Secretary that is consistent with the proui-
sions of this Act and shall notify the State educational agency
of such application in accordance with paragraph (1).-The Sec-

. retary may establish a deadline for the submission of such ap-
plications. ' :

(3) AWARD BASIS.—The Secretary may use the student en-
rollment of a local educational agency or other factors as a
basis for awarding grants under this subsection:



SEC. 305. STATE APPLICATIONS.
() APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational agency that de-
sires to receive an allotment under this title shall submit an ap-
plication to the Secretary at such time and in such manner as
the Secretary may determine. A o :

(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—In addition to the informa-

tion described in subsections (b) and (c), each such application
shall include—
 (A) an assurance that the State educational agency will
cooperale with the Secretary in carrying out the Secretary'’s
responsibilities under section 312, and will comply with
reasonable requests of the Secretary for data relatea’ to the

State’s progress in developing and implementing its State

improvement plan under this section 306;

(B) an assurance that State law provides adequate au-
- thority to carry out each component of the State’s improve-

ment plan developed, or to be developed under section 306,

or that such authority will be sought; ' ’

* (C)-an assurance that the State content standards and

State student performance standards developed for student

achievement are not less rigorous than such standards used

prior to the date of enactment of this Act; S

(D) an assurance that the State will provide for broad

public participation in the plann’i:f process; and - ,

 (EJ such other assurances and information. as the Sec-

retary may require. ‘ ‘

(b) FIRST YEAR.—A State educational agency’s application for
the first year of assistance under this title shall— ‘

(1) describe the process by which the State educational
agency will develop a State :’lt;zprovement plan that meets the re-
quirements of section 306; a ' ‘

(2) describe how the State educational egency will use
funds received under this title for such year, including how
such agency will make subgrants to local educational agencies
in accordance with section 309(c), and how such agency will
use funds received under this title for education preservice pro-
grams and professional development dctivities in accordance -
with section 309(b). .

(c) SUBSEQUENT YEARS.—A State educational agency’s applica-
tion for the second year of assistance under this title shall—
(1) cover the second through fifth years of the State’s par-
ticipation, ) i
(2) except in the case of a State educational agency
submitting the information described in section 306(n)(4),
include a copy of the State’s improvement. plan that
meets the requirements of section 306, or if the State improve-
ment plan is not complete, a statement of the steps the State
will take to complete plan and a schedule for doing so; and

(3) include an explanation of how the State educational
agency will use funds received under this title, including how
such agency will make subgrants to local educational agencies
in accordance with section 309(a), and how such agency will
use such funds received under this title for education preservice
programs and professional development activities in accordance
with section 309(b). :
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SEC. 306. STATE IMPROVEMENT PLANS. N .

(a) BasiCc ScoPE - OF PLAN.—Except as provided in section
305(c)(2) and consistent with the requirements of this section, any
State educational agency that wishes to receive an allotment under
this title after its first year of participation shall develop and imple-
ment a State improvement plan for the improvement of elementary
and secondary education in the State. B . )

(b) PLAN DEVELOPMENT.—A State improvement plan under
this title shall be developed by e broad-based State panel in co-
operation with the State educational agency and. the Governor.

(¢c) TEACHING, LEARNING, STANDARDS, AND ASSESSMENTS.—
Each State educational agency, with broad-based classroom teacher
input, shall establish and include in its State improvement plan
strategies for meeting the National Education Goals by izz;mving
teaching and learning and students’ mastery of basic and advanced
skills in core content areas, such as English, mathematics, science
(including physics), history, geogrcp}xy,ni)mign languages, the arts,
civics and government, and economics. Such strotegies—

(1) shall include— i

(A) a process for developing or adopting State content
standards and State student performance standards for all
students, which process shall include -coordinating the
standards developed pursuant to section 115 of the Carl D.
Perkins Vocational and Applied Techrology Education Act;

(B) a process for developing and implementing valid,
nondiscriminatory, and reliable State assessments— .

(i) which assessments shall—
ds(I) be aligned with such State’s content stand-
“ards; : ‘
(II) involve multiple measures of student per-
formance; o

(I11) provide for—

(ca) the participation in such assessments
of"u;zll students with diverse learning needs;

o .

{bb) the adaptations and accommodations
necessary to permit such participation;

(IV) be consistent with relevant, nationally rec-
ognized professional and technical standards for
such assessments; ,

(V) be capable of providing coherent informa-
tion about student attainments relative to the State
content standards; and : ‘

. (V1) support effective curriculum and instruc-

tion; and » .

(ii) which process shall provide for monitoring the
implementation of such assessments and the impact of
ch assessments on improved instruction for all stu-

nts; . .

" (C) a process for aligning State or local curricula, in-
structional materials, and State assessments with the State
content standards and State student performance stand-
ards; and : :

(D) a process for familiarizing teachers with the State
content standards and State student performance stand-
ards and developing the capability of teachers to provide
high quality instruction within the content areas described
in the matter preceding paragraph (1) of this subsection;




' (2) may include strategies such as— «

(A) a process for providing assistance and support to
local educational agencies and schools to strengthen the ca-

- pacity of such agencies and schools to provide all students
the opportunity to increase educational achievement and
meet State content standards and State student perform-
ance standards; ~ : ’ '

(B) assessing the effectiveness and equity of the school
finance program of the State to identify disparities in the
resources available to each local educational agency and
school in such State and how such disparities affect the
ability of the State educational agency and local edu-
cational agencies to develop and implement plans under
this title; ' . ' o :

(C) a process for developing, selecting, or recommend-
ing instructional materials, including gender equitable and
multicultural materials, and technology to support and as-
sist local educational agencies and schools to provide all
students the opportunity to meet State content standards
and State student performance standards; = :

(D) a process for providing appropriate and effective -
professional development, including the use of technology,
distance learning, and gender-equitable methods, necessary
for teachers, school administrators, and others to help all
students meet State content standards and State student
performance standards; and . '

(E) a process for improving the State’s system of teach-
er and school administrator preparation and licensure, and
of continuing professional development programs, including
the use of technology at both the State and local levels, so
that all teachers, related services personnel, and adminis-
trators develop the subject matter and pedagogical expertise .
needed to prepare all students to meet State content stand-
ards and State student performance standards.

(e) GOVERNANCE, ACCOUNTABILITY AND MANAGEMENT.—Each
State improvement plan shall establish strategies for improved gov-
erriance, accountability and management of the State’s education
system, such as— : : - .

- (1) aligning responsibility, authority, and accountability
throughout the education system, so that decisions regarding

“the means for achieving State content standards and State stu-

denzt performance standards are made closest to the learners;

.. a )

(2) creating an integrated and coherent approach to recruit-
ing, retaining and supporting the continued professional devel-
.opment of teachers (including vocational teachers), and other -
educators, giving special attention to the recruitment into and '
retention of qualified minorities in the education profession;
(f) PARENTAL AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND INVOLVEMENT.—
Each State improvement plan shall describe strategies for how the.
State educational’aﬁncy will involve parents and other community
" representatives in planning, designing, and implementing the State
improvement plan, including strategies such as—

(1) focusing public and private community resources and
public school resources on prevention and early intervention to -
_address the needs of all students by identifying and removing
unnecessary regulations and obstacles to coordination; and



(2) increasing the access of all students to social services,
health care, nutrition, related services, and child care services,
and locating such services in schools, cooperating service agen-
cies, community-based centers, or other convenient sites de-
signed to provide “one-stop shopping” for parents and students.

. (g) MAKING THE IMPROVEMENTS SYSTEMWIDE.—To help provide
all students throughout the State the opportunity to meet State
standards, each State improvement plan shall describe strategies,
such as strategies that— : o ] ‘

(1) provide for the availability of curricular materials,
learning technologies, including distance learning, and profes-

sional development in a manner that ensures equal access by
all local educational agencies in the State; and

(2) develop partnerships with Indian tribes and gchools
funded by the Bureau, where appropriate, to improve consist-
ency and compatibility in curriculum among public elementary
and secondary schools, and such schools funded by the Bureau
at all grade levels.

(h) PROMOTING BorTOM-UP REFORM.—Each State improvement
plan shall include strategies for ensuring that comprehensive, sys-
temic reform is promoted from the -bottom up in communities, local
educational agencies, and schools, as well as guided by coordination
and facilitation from State leaders, including strategies such as—

(1) providing flexibility to individual schools and local edu-
cational agencies to enable such schools and agencies to adapt
and integrate State content standards into courses of study ap-
propriate for individual schools and communities;, and :

~ (2) facilitating the provision of waivers from State rules

and regulations that impede the ability of local educational

agencies or schools to carry out local improvement plans.

(1) DROPOUT STRATEGIES.—Each State improvement plan shall
include strategies for assisting local educational agencies and
schools to enable such agencies and schools— . ‘ :

{1} to meet the needs of school-aged children who have -
dropped out of school; )

(2) to bring such children into the education system; and

(3) to help such students meet State content standards and

State student performance standards.

(7) COORDINATION WITH SCHOOL-TO-WORK PROGRAMS.—If a
State has received Federal assistance for the purpose of planning
for, expanding, or establishing a school-to-work program, then a
State shall include in the State improvement plan a description of
how such school-to-work program will be incorporated into the
school reform efforts of the State. In particular, the State improve-
ment plan shall include a description of how secondary schools will
be modified in order to provide career guidance, the integration of
acadermic and vocational education, and work-based learning, if
such programs are proposed in the State’s school-to-work plan.’

(k) BENCHMARKS AND TIMELINES.—Each State improvement
plan shall include specific benchmarks of improved student per-
formance and of progress in implementing such plan, and timelines
against which the progress of the State in carrying out such plan,
including the elements described in subsections (¢) through (j), can
be measured. ' ‘
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) COORDI'\ATING STRATEGIES. ——Each State plan shall mclude
strategies for coordinating the integration of academic and voca-
tional instruction pursuant to the garl D. Perkins Vocational and
Applied Technology Education Act.

(m) PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY. —Each
State improvement plan shall describe—

(1) how the State will monitor progress toward implement-
ing the State and local improvement plans; and

(2) procedures the State plans to use, consistent wuh State
. law, to improve schools that are not meeting the State content

“standards voluntarily adopted by the State within the estab-
lished timelines.
(n) PEER REVIEW AND SECRETARIAL APPROVAL.—-

(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) The Secretary shall review, within a
‘reasonable period of time, each State improvement plan pre-
pared under this section, and each application submitted under
section 305, through a peer review process involving the assist-
ance and advice gﬁ State and local education policymakers, edu-

" cators, classroom teachers, related services personnel, rts on
educational innovation and improvement, parents, advocales,

* and other. appropriate individuals. Such peer review process
shall be representative of the diversity of the United States with
regard to geography, race, ethnicity, gender and disability char-
acteristics. Such peer review process shall include at least 1 site
visit to each Slaze, except during the period when a State im-
provement plan is being developed.

(B) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (A), in
the first year that a State educational agency submits an appli-
cation for developmerit of a State improvement plan under this
title the Secretary shall not be required to—

(i) review such application through a peer revtew proc-
ess; and
(it} conduct a site visit. -

(2) APPROVAL.—The Secretary shall approve a State’ im-
provement plan if such plan is submitted to the Secretary not
later than 2 years afier the date the State educational agency
receives its first allotment under section 304(b), and when the
Secretary determines, after conSLdenng the peer reviewers’ com-
ment, that such plan—

(A) reflects a wtdespread commitment within the State;
(B) holds reasonable promise of helping all students to
achieve at the high levels called for by t)ﬁs Act;

b (ﬁ‘é meets the.requirements of subsections (a) through

, a
(D) allows local schools, local educational agencws and
communities the flexibility to implement local improvement
plans in a manner which reflects local needs and require-

;_nents in order to promote a ‘bottom up’ system of school re-

- form
(3) DiSAPPROVAL.—The Secretary shall not d;sapprove a
State improvement plan, or any State apphcctzon submmed
under section 305, before offering the State—
nd(A) an opportunzty to revise sucb plan or cpphcatzon
a
(B)a keanrzg
(4) ALTERNATIVE SUBMISSION.—

. - (A) IN G6ENERAL—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this title,.dny State educational agency that wishes
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to receive an allotment under this title afier the first year
such State educational agency receives such an’ allotment
may, in lieu of submitting its State improvement plan for
approval by the Secretary under this subsection and section
305(c)(2), or submitting major amendments to the Secretary
under subsection (p), provide the Secretary, as part of an
application under section 305(c) or as an amendment to a
previously approved application— :

(i) an assurance, from the Governor and the chief

State school officer of the State, that—

*(1) the State has a plan thct meets the re-
quirements of this section and that is widely avail-
able throughout the State; and

“(11) any amendments the State makes to the
plan will meet the requirements of this section;
and .

(ii) the State’s benchmarks of improved student
. performance and of progress in implementing the plan,
and the timelines against which the State’s progress in

carrying out the plan can be measured.

(B) ANNUAL REPORT.—Any State educational agency
that chooses to use the alternative  method described in
paragraph (1) shall annually report to the public summary
information on the use of funds under this title by the State
and local educational agencies in the State, as well as the
State’s progress toward meeting the benchmorks and
timelines described in subparagraph (A)(ii). '

(0) REGULAR REVIEW.—Each State improvement plan shall in-
clude a process for periodically reviewing and updating any State
conten! standards, gtizte student performance standards,
and State assessments. : :

{p) AMENDMENTS TO PLAN.—

' (1) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational agency shall peri-

- odically review its State improvement plan and revise such
plan, as appropriate, in accordance with the process described
in subsection (b). ' '

: (2) REVIEW.—The Secretary shall review any major amend-
ment to a State improvement plan and shall not disapprove any
such amendment before offering a State educational agency—

(A) an opportunity to revise such amendment; and
(B) a hearing. , : ‘
(q) PREEXISTING STATE PLANS AND PANELS.— :

(1) IN GENERAL.—If a State has developed a comprehensive
and systemic State improvement plan to help all students meet
State standards or any component of such plan, that meets the
intent and purposes of this section, then the Secretary may ap-
prove such plan or component notwithstanding that such plan
was not developed in accordance with subsection (b) if the Sec-
retary determines that such approval would further the pur-
poses of State systemic education improvement; and S

(2) SPECIAL RULE.—(A) If, before the date of enactment of
this Act, a State has made substantial progress in developing
a plan that meets the intent and purposes of this section, but
was developed by a panel that does not meet the requirements
of paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (b), the Secretary



may, at the request of the Governor and the State educational

ency, treat such panel as meeting the requirements of this
title if the Secretary determines that there has been statewide
involvement of educators, parents, students, advocacy groups,
and other interested members of the public in the development
of the plan. 4

_SEC. 307. SECRETARY'S REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS; PAYMENTS.
(a) FIRST YEAR—The Secretary shall approve the State edu-
cational agency’s first year application under section 305(b) if the
Secretary determines that— ' ,
» nd(I) such application meets the requirements of this title;
a
(2) there is a substantial likelihood that the second year ap-

plication of the State educational agency under section 305(c)

will provide for the development and implementation of a State

improvement plan that complies with section 306.

(b) SECOND THROUGH FIFTH YEARS.—The Secretary shall ap-
prove the State educational agency’s second year application under
sicitior; 305(c)(1) for the second through fifth years of participation
only if— \

‘ (1)(A) the Secretary has approved the State improvement

plan under section 306(n); L ‘

(B) the Secretary determines that the State has made sub-
stantial progress in developing its State improvement plan and
will implement such plan not later than the énd of the second
year of participation; or

(C) the State educational agency has submitted the in-
formation described in section 306(n)(4); and :

(2) the application meets the other requirements of this

title.

(c) PAYMENTS.—For any fiscal year for which a State has an
approved.application under this title, the Secretary shall provide an
allotment to the State educational agency in the amount determined
under section 304(b). : '

SEC. 308. STATE USE OF FUNDS. o
- (a) FIRST YEAR.—In the first year for which a State educational
agency receives an allotment under this title, such agency—

(1) if the amount made available under section 303 for such
year is equal to or greater than $50,000,000, shall use at least
60 percent of such allotted funds to award subgrants—

(A) in accordance with section 309(a), to local edu-
cational agencies for the development or implementation of
local improvement plans; and’ .

(B) in accordance with section 309(b), to improve edu- -
cator preservice programs and for professional development
activities consistent with the State improvement plan;

(2) if the amount made available under section 303 for such
year is less than $50,000,000, may use such funds for the
subgrants described in paragraph (1); and

(3) shall use any such allotted funds not used in accord-
ance with paragraphs (1) and (2) to develop, revise, expand, or
implement a State improvement plan’ described in section 306.
(b) SUCCEEDING YEARS.—Each State educational agency that

receives an allotment under this title for any year afier the first year
. of such agency receives assistance under this titlé shall—

=10 -



-~ subgrants—

 des

- tion of such p

(1) use at least 90 percent of' such vjallotment‘to make

(A) in accordance with section 309(a), to local edu-
cational agencies for the implementation of the State im-
provement plan and.of local improvement plans; and
_ (B) in accordance with section 309(b), to improve edu-
cator preservice programs and for professional development
_activities that are consistent with the State improvement
plan; and : e . o
(2) use the remainder of such assistance for State activities:
igned to implement its State improvement plan, such as—
 (A) supporting the development or adoption of State
content standards and State student performance stand-
ards, and State assessments linked to such standards,
including through consortia of States; ‘

" (B) su;)port:’;gg the implementation of high-performance
management and organizational strategies, such as site-
based management, shared decisionmaking, or quality

management ﬁrincipfes, to promote effective implementa-
n’ . ; . «

(C) supporting the development and implementation, at
the local e«f:cational agenz and. school building level, of
improved human resource development systems for recruit-
ing, selecting, mentoring, supporting, evaluating and re-
warding educators; : :

(D) providing special attention to the needs.of minority,
limited-English proficient, disabled, and female students,

"including instructional programs and activities- that en-

courage such students in elementary and seconddry schools
to aspire to enter and complete post-secondary education or

" training;

(E) supporting innovative and proven methods of en-

hancing a teacher’s ability to identify student learning

needs, and motivating students to develop higher order
thinking skills, discipline, and creative resolution methods;
~ (F) supporting the development, at the State or local
level, of performance-based accountability and incentive
systems for schools; , -

(G) outreach to and training for parents, tribal offi:
cials, organizations serving young : children, classroom
teachers, related services personnel, and other educators,
and the public, related to education improvement;

(H) providing technical assistance and other services to
increase the capacity of local educational agencies and
schools to develop and tmplement systemic local improve-
ment plans, implement new State assessments, and develop
curricula consistent with the State content standards and
State student performance standards;

a _promoting public magnet schools, public “charter

schools”,. and other mechanisms for increasing choice

.among public schools, including information and referral
programs which provide parents with information on avail-
able choices; , .

(J) supporting activities relating to the planning of,
‘and evaluation of, projects under which local educational
agencies or schools contract with private management orga-
nizations to reform a school;.

(K) supporting intergenerational mentoring programs;

- 11 =
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(L) supporting the development, at the State or looal
level, of school-based programs that restore discipline and
“reduce violence in schools and commumttes, such as com-
munity mobilization programs; and

(M) collecting and analyzing data.-

(c) LiMir ON ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—A State educational
afcncy that. receives an allotment under this title in any fiscal year

Il use not more than 4 percent of such allotment in such year,

or $100,000, whichever is greater, for administrative expenses,
which administrative expenses shall not include the expenses related
to the activities of the panel established under section 306(b),
Iy (d)zeSPECIAL RULE—Any new public school established under
this title—
(1) shall be nonsectarian; ‘
(2) shall not be affilicted with a nonpubl;c sectarian school
or religious institution; and
(3) shall operate under the authority of a State educatwnal
agency or local educational agency. , ,
SEC. 309. SUBGRANTS FOR LOCAL REFORM AND PROFESSIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT. .
(a) SUBGRANTS TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) Each State educational agency shall
make subgrants, through a competitive process to carry out the
authorized activities described in paragraph (4), to local edu-
cational agencies (or consortia of such agencaes) in accordance
with section 308.
 (B) In making such subgrants, the State educational agency

- shall award not than 1 subgrant in each fiscal year to an
urban local educational agency and not less than 1 subgrant in
each fiscal year to a rural local educational agency, where ap-
propriate, except that this provision shall not apply to the Dis-
trict of Columbia. An education service agency may serve as @
fiscal agent for a rural local educational agency.

. (C) Each such subgrant shall be for a project of sufficient
duration and of sufficient size, scope, and quality to carry out
the purpose of this title effectively.

. (2) APPLICATION REQUIRED.—A) A local educational agency
desiring to receive a subgrant under this subsection for the de-
velopment of a local improvement plan shall submit an applica-
tion to the State educational agency. Such application shall
contain assurances that the local educational agency intends to
‘develop a local improvement plan that meets the neqmrements
of this section. ,

(B) A local educational agency on.'y shdc’ be elxgzble to re-
¢eive a subgrant under this subsection to develop a loccl im-
provement plan for one fiscal year.

(3) PLAN REQUIRED.—Each local educational agency desir-

ing to receive a subgrant under this subsection to implement a
local improvement plan shall submit a local improvement plan ‘
to the State educational . Each such plan shall— -

(A) be developed agya broad-based panel.

(B) address districtwide education improvement, di-
rected at enabling all students to meet the State content
standards and State student ferfonnarwe standards, in-
cluding specific goals and benchmarks, reflect the priorities
of ‘the State improvement plan (ather approoed or under
development) and include a straie@' for—

- 12 -
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(i) ensuring that all students have a faw oppor-
tunity to learn; ‘
(i) improving teachmg and learmng,

(i) improving governance and management;
(iv) generating, maintaining, end streng'thenmg
parental and community involvement; and
(v) expanding merouements throughout the local
‘educational (tzfee .
(C) promote the flexibility of local schools in develonng
plans which address the particular needs of their school

and commumty and. are cons&stem with the local tmprove

meni

(g) describe a prooess of broad-based community par ‘

' uctpatwn in the development, tmplementatwn, and evalua-
tion of the local improvement plan;

(E) describe how the local educational agency will en-
courage and assist schools to develop and implement com-
pre?zenswe school improvement plans that— .

(i) focus on helping all students reach State con-
tent standards and State student performance stand-
ards; and

(zz) address relevant elements of the local improve-
ment plan of the local educatmml agency identified in
subparagraph (B);

(F) describe how the local educational agency will im-
plement specific programs aimed at ensuring improvements
in school readiness and the ability of students to learn ef-
fectively at all grade levels by identifying the most pressing
needs facing students and their fomilies with regard to so-
cial services, health care, nutrition, and child care, and en-
‘tering into parmemiu s with pubhc and private nor;proﬁt
agencies to increase the access of students and families to -
coordinated nonsectarwn services in a school setting or at
a nearby site;

G) describe how the subgranf funds will be used by
the local educational agency, and the procedures to be used
to- make funds available to schools in accordance with
paragraph (6)(A);

(H) identify, with an explamtton any State or Federal
requirements that the local educational agency believes im-

pede educational improvement and that such agency re-
quests be waived in accordance with section 311, which re-
uests shall promptly be transmitted to the Secretary by the
gta&e educational agency; and
* (1) contain such other mfonnat:.on as the State edu-
cational agency may reasonably require.

(4) SuBMiSS10N.—A local educational agency which has a
proved a local improvement plan shall submit such plan to the
State educational agencv for approval together with a descrip-
tion of modifications made by the local educational agency

to such plan and any comments from the
local panel regarding such plan.

(5) MONITORING.—The panel described in paragraph (3)(A}
after approval of the local educational agency’s application by
~ the State educational agency, shall be informed of progress on
 such plan by the local educational agency, and the local edu-

cational agency shall monitor the implementation and effective-
"ness of the local zmprovement plan in close consultation with
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teachers, related services personnel, princim administrators,
community members, and parents from sc receiving funds
under this title, as well as assure that implementation of the
local improvement plan does not result in a significant increase
in peperwork for teachers. The panel shall review such plan
based on the progress desc. in the preceding sentence,
determine if revisions to the local improvement plan should be
recommended to the local educational agency. The panel shall
periodically report such determination to the [)ublic. :

(6) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—(A) A local educational agen-

¢y that receives a subgrant under this subsection— '
(i) in the first year such agency receives the subgrant
shall use— o : ,
' (I) not more than 25 percent of the subgrant funds
to develop a local improvement plan or for any local
educational agency activities approved by the State
educational agency that are reasonably related to car-
rying out the State or local improvement plans, which
may include the establishment of innovative new public
sechools; and. S
(Il) not less than 75 percent of the subgrant funds
_ to support individual school improvement initiatives -
'rex’ateap to providing all students in the school the op-
portunity to meet State content standards and State
student performance standards; and
(ii) in subsequent years, shall use subgrant funds for
any activities approved by the State educational agency
which are reasonably related to carrying out the State or-
local improvement plans which may include the establish-
men! of innovative new public schoolsand the uisition of
technology and use of technology-enhanced ‘curricula and in-
struction , except that at least L A

85 percent of such funds shall be made available to indi-

vidual schools to develop and implement comprehensive

school improvement plans which are designed to help all
students meet State content standards and State student
performance standards. , ) :

(B) At least 50 percent of the funds made available by a .
local educational agency to individual schools under this sec-
tion in any fiscal year shall be made available to schools with
a special need for such assistance,-as indicated by a high num- -
ber or percentage of students from low-income families, low stu-
dent achievement, or other similar criteria developed by the
local educational agency. T : -

(C) A local educational agency may not use more than five
percent of the subgrant funds such agency receives in each fiscal -
year under this title for administrative expenses. -

(7) SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.—The State educational agency
shall give special consideration in awarding a subgrant ta—

(A) a consortium of local educational agencies; or
(B) a local educational agency that provides in the ap-
plication or local improvement plan described in paragraph

(2) or (3), respectively, that such subgrant funds will be

used to assist a consortium of schools that has developed

- a plan for school improvement. _

- 14 -
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(b) SUBGRANTS FOR PRESERVICE TEACHER EDUCATION AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL—A) Each State educational agency shall
make subgrants, through a competitive, peer-reviewed process to
a local educational agency, or a consortium of local educational
agencies, in cooperation with institutions of higher education,
nonprofit organizations, or any combination thereof, in accord-
ance with section 308 to— :

(i) improve preservice teacher education p ms con-
sistent with the State improvement plan, including how to
work effectively with parents and the community; and

(ii) support continuing, sustained professional develop-
ment activities for educators and school administrators or
‘related services personnel working with educators which
will increase student learning in accordance with the State
improvement plan.

(B) Each State educational ogency awerding subgrants
under subparagraph (A) shall gwe priority to awarding such
subgrants to—

(t) a local educational agency or consortium servmg a
greater number or percentage of disadvantaged students
than the statewide average of such number or percentage;

(ii) a local educational agency or consortium that forms
partnerships with collegiate educators to establish profes-
sional development sites; and

.(iii}) a local educational agerwy or consortium that—

(D) focuses on upgrading teachers knowledge of
conlent areas, or

(11) targets preparation and contmued professional
development of teachers of students with limited-Eng-
lish proficiency and students with disabilities.”

(2) APPLICATION.—Each local educational agency or consor-
tium that desires to receive a subgrant under this subsection
shall submit an application to the State educational agency
which—

(A) describes how the applicant will use the subgrant
to improve teacher preservice and school administrator edu-
cation programs or to implement educator professional de-
velopment activities consistent wzt?z the State timprovement

plan;

(B) identifies the criteria to be used by the applicant to
Judge improvements in preservice education or the effects of

» professzonal development activities consistent with the State

improvement plan; and .

(C) contains any other mformatwn that the State edu-
cational agency determines is appropriate.

(3) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—A recipient of a subgrant under
this subsection shall use the subgmnt funds for activities
supporting—

(A) the improvement of preservzce ‘teacher education
and school administrator programs so that such programs
equip educators with the subject matter and pedagogical
exﬁeruse necessary for preparing all students to meet stand-
ards; or

(B) the development and implementation of new and
improved forms of continuing and sustained professional
development opportunities for teachers, principals, and

- 15 -



other educators at the school or district' level that equip
educators with such expertise, and with other knowledge
and skills necessary for leading and participating in con-
tinuous education improvement. :

. (4) PERMISSIVE ACTIVITIES.—A recipient of a subgrant
under this subsection may use the subgrant funds for costs re-
lated to release time for teachers to participate in professional
development activities, which professional development shall in-
clude related services personnel as appropriate.

(c) SPECIAL AWARD RULE.— ~

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State educational agency shall
award at least 50 percent of subgrant funds' under subsection
(a) in each fiscal year to local educational agencies that have
a greater percentage or number of disudvantaged children than

' the statewide average such percentage or number for-all local
educational agencies in the State. )

(2) WAIVER.—The State educational agency may waive the
requirement of paragraph (1) if such agency does not receive a
sufficient number :F applications to comply with such require-

. ment. o '
SEC. 310. AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION AND TRAINING. ,

(a) INFORMATION AND TRAINING.—Proportionate to the number
of children in a State or in a local educational agency who are en-
rolled in private elementary or secondary schools— :

(1) a State educational agency or local educational agency
which uses funds under this title to develop goals, State content
standards or State student performance standards, curricular
materials, and State assessments shall, upon request, make in-
formation related to such goals, standards, materials, and as-
sessments available to private schools; and |, - '

(2) a State educational agency or local educational agency
which.-uses funds under this title for teacher and administrator .
training shall provide in the State improvement plan described
in section 306 for the training of teachers and administrators
in private schools located in the geographical area served by
such agency. A v ‘

-(b) WAIVER.—If, by reason of any provision of law, a State or
local educational agency is prohibited from providing for the equi-
table participation of teachers and administrators from private
schools in training programs assisted with Federal funds provided
under this title, or if the Secretary determines that a State or local
educational agency has substantially failed or is unwilling to pro-
vide for such participation, the Secretary shall waive such require-
ments and shall arrange for the prouvision of training consistent
with State goals and State content standards for such teachers and
administrators. Such waivers shall be subject to consultation, with-

holding, notice, and judicial review in accordance with sections 1020

and 14503 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.
. SEC. 311. WAIVERS OF STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS.
(o) WAIVER AUTHORITY . — : o o :
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection (c), the
Secretary may waive any statutory or regulatory requirement
applicable to any program or Act described in subsection (b) for
qf State educational agency, local educational agency, or school
if— , : :
(A) and only to the extent that, the Secretary deter-
mines that such requirement impedes the ability of the
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- State, or of a local educational agency or school in the

State, to carry out the State or local improvement plan;

(B) the State educational agency has waived, or agrees
to waive, similar requirements of State low; .

(C) in the case of a statewide waiver, the State edu-
cational agency— ,

(1) provides all local educational agencies and par-
ent organizations in the State with notice and an op-
portunity to comment on the State educational agency’s
proposal to seek a waiver; and

(ii) submits the local educational agencies’ com-
ments to the Secretary; and
(D) in the case of a local educational agency waiver,

the local educational dgency provides parents, community

groups, and advocacy or civil rights groups with the oppor-
tunity to comment on the proposed waiver.

(2) APPLICATION.—(A)(i) To request a waiver under para-
graph (1), a local educational agency or school that receives
funds under this title, or a local educational agency or school
that does not receive funds under this title but is undertaking
school reform efforts that the Secretary determines are com-
parable to the activities described in section 306, shall transmit
an application for such a waiver to the State educational agen-
cy. The State educational agency then shall submit approved
applications for waivers under paragraph (1) to the Secretary.

(ii) A State educational agency that receives funds under
this title may request a waiver under paragraph (1) by submit-
ting an application for such waiver to the Secretary.

(B) Each application submitted to the Secretary under sub-
paragraph (A) shall— . : )

(i) identify the statutory or regulatory requirements
that are requested to be waived and the goals that the State
educational agency or local educational agency or school
intends to achieve; ' .

" (1) describe the action that the State educational agen- -

¢y has undertaken to remove State statutory or regulatory

barriers identified in the application of local educational

agencies; ' ,

(iii) describe the goals of the waiver and the expected
programmatic results if the request is granted;

(iv) describe the numbers and types of students to be
tmpacted by such waiver;

(v) describe a timetable for implementing a waiver; and

(vi) describe the process the State educational agency
will use to monitor, on a biannual basis, the progress in
implementing a waiver.

(3) TIMELINESS.—The Secretary shall act promptly on a re-
quest for a wdiver under paragraph (1) and shall provide a
written statement of the reasons for granting or denying such
request.



~ (4) DURATION.—Each waiver under paragraph (1) shall be
for a period not to exceed 4 years. The Secretary may extend
such period if the Secretary determines that the waiver has been
effective in enabling the State or affected local educational

encies to carry out reform plans. o '

) INCLUDED PROGRAMS.—The statutory or regulatory require-
ments subject to the waiver authority of this section are any such
requirements under the followinf programs or Acts:

(1) Chapter 1 of title I of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, including Even Start. - .

(2) Part A of chapter 2 of title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965. - .

(3) The Dwight D. Eisenhower Mathematics and Science
Edu?au%;;w Act. - :

- {4) Emergency Immigrant Education Act of 1984.

(5) The Drug-Free Schools and Communities C%ct of 1986.

(6) The Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology
Education Act. ]/

1/ The Goals 2000: Educate America Act as originally enacted

- comiained references to the programs and Acts listed above. The
Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994 contained conforming
amendments that were intended 1o replace these references with the .
appropriate references in the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended. In a technical drafting error,
certain provisions of the ESEA bill were reorganized after the
conforming amendments were drafted, without corresponding changes
to the conforming amendments. ‘

The pfogrdms or Acts for which Goals 2000 waivers are
currently authorized are as follows: o

(1) Tiile I of the ESEA - Helping Disadvantaged Children
Meetr High Standards,
' (2) Title I of the ESEA -- Eisenhower Professional

Development, . L
(3) Title IV of the ESEA - Safe and Drug-Free Schools and

Communities;

© {4) Tile VI of the ESEA - Innovative Education Program-
Straregies; , , .
(5) Tule VII, Part C, of the ESEA — Emergency Immigrant

Education, and : o
(6) The Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology

Education Act.
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(c) WArvERS NoTr AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary may not waive
any statutory or regulatory requirement of the programs or Acts de- -
scribed in subsection (bj~— ' :

(D) relating to—

(A) maintenance of effort; ,

(B) comparability of services; S

(C) the equitable participation of students and profes-
sional staff in private schools;, -
(D) parental participation and involvement; and

(E) the distribution of funds to States or to-local edu-
cational agencies;, and A
(2) unless the underlying purposes of the statutory require-

ments of each program or Act for which a waiver is granted

continue to be met to the satisfaction of the Secretar,?.

(d) TERMINATION OF WAIVERS.—The Secretary shall periodi-
cally review the performance of any State, local educational agency,
or school for which the Secretary ios granted a waiver under sub-
section (a)(1) and shall terminate the waiver if the Secretary deter-
mines that the performance of the State, the local educational agen-
¢y, or the school in the area affected by the waiver has been inad-
equate to justify a continuation of the waiver. '

(e) FLEXIBILITY DEMONSTRATION . — . _

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This subsection may be cited as the

“Education Flexibility Partnership Demonstration Act”.

(2) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.— ‘ '

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may carry out an edu-
cation flexibility demonstration program under which the
Secretary authorizes not more than 6 State educational
agencies serving eligible States to waive statutory or regu-
latory requirements applicable to 1 or more programs or
Acts described in subsection (b), other than requirements
described in subsection (c), for the State educational agency 2/
or any local educational agency or school within the State.

. (B} AWARD RULE.—In carrying out subparagraph (A),
the Secretary shall select for participation in the dem-
onstration program described in subparagraph (A) three
State educational agencies serving eligible States that each
have a population of 3,500,000 or greater and three State
educational agencies serving eligible States that each have

2/ The following language was included in the 1996 Omnibus
Appropriations Act, authorizing the Secretary to designate an .
additional six Ed-Flex States: T

: "Provided, that notwithstanding section 311(e) of Public Law
103-227, the Secretary is authorized to grant up to six additional
State educational agencies authority to waive Federal statutory or
regulatory requirements for fiscal year 1996 and succeeding fiscal
years”.
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a population of less than 3,500,000, determined in accord-
ance with the most recent decennial census of the popu-
lation performed by the Bureau of the Census.

(C) DESIGNATION.—Each eligible State participating in
the demonstration program described in subparagraph (A) -
shall be known as an “Ed-Flex Partnership State”. g
(3) ELIGIBLE STATE.—For the purpose of this subsection the.

term “eligible State” means a State that— :

, (A) has developed a State improvement plan under sec-

tion 306 that is gpproved by the Secretary; and v

(B) waives State statutory or regulatory requirements
relating to education while holding local educational agen-
cies or schools within the State that are affected by such
waivers accountable for the performance of the students
who are affected by such waivers. -

(4) STATE APPLICATION.—{A) Each State educational agency
desiring to participate in the education flexibility demonstration
program under this subsection shall submit an application to
the Secretary at such time, in such manner, and containing
such information as the Secretary may reasonably require. .
Each such application shall demonstrate that the eligible State
has adopted an educational flexibility plan for the State that
includes— A ’ ’

* (1) a description of the process the State educational

agency will use to evaluate applications from local edu-

cational agencies or schools requesting waivers of— "
(I) Federal statutory or regulatory requirements de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(A); and : ‘
(11) State statutory or regulatory requirements re-
lating to education; and e
(ii) a detailed description of the State statutory and
r;gulatoryrequirements relating to education that the State
educational agency will waive.

(B) The Secretary may approve an application described in
subparagraph (A) only if the §cretary determines that such ap-
plication demonstrates substantial promise of assisting t
State educational agency and affected local educational agen-:
cies and schools within such State in carrying out comprehen-
sive educational reform and otherwise meeting the purposes of
this Act, afier considering— - -

(i) the comprehensiveness and quality of the edu-

cational flexibility plan described in subparagraph (A);

(ii) the ability of such plan to ensure accountability for

the activities and goals described in such plan; .

(iii) the significance of the State statutory or regulatory
requirements relating to education that will be waived; and
(iv) the quality of the State educational agency’s proc-
ess for approving applications for waivers of Federal statu-
tory or regulatory requirements described in paragraph

(2)(A) and for monitoring and evaluating the .results of

such waivers. : ’

(5) LocaL APPLICATION.—(A) Each local educational agency

_or school requesting a waiver of a Federal statutory or regu-
“latory requirement described in paragraph (2)(A) and any rel--
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" evant State statutory or regulatory requii‘ément from a State

educational agency shall submit an application to the State
educational agency at such time, in suci) manner, and contain-
ing such information as the State educational agency may rea-
sonably require. Each such application shallw :

‘ (i) indicate each Federal program affected and .the stat-

utory or regulatory requirement that will be waived; " .

(ii) describe the purposes and overall expected results of
waiving each such requirement; - '

(iit} describe for each school year specific, measurable,
educational goals for each local educational agency or
school affected by the proposed waiver; and :

(iv) explain why the waiver will assist the local edu-
cational agency or school in reaching such goals. . .
(B) A State educational agency shall evaluate an applica-

tion submitted under subparagraph (A) in accordance with the -
Staz'e’s educational flexibility plan described in paragraph

(4)(A). : ‘ :
(C) A State educational agency shall not approve an appli-
cation for a waiver under this paragraph unless—

(i) the local educational agency or school requesting

" such waiver has developed a local reform plan that is ap-
plicable to such agency or school, respectively; and

(ii) the waiver of Federal statutory or regulatory re-
quirements described in paragraph (2)(A) will assist the
local educational agency or school in reaching its edu-
cational goals. )

{6) MONITORING.—Each State educational agency partici-
pating in the demonstration program under this subsection
shall annually monitor the activities of local educational agen-
cies and schools receiving waivers under this subsection and
shall submit an annual report regarding such monitoring to the
Secretary. o

(7) DURATION ‘OF FEDERAL WAIVERS.—{A) The Secretary
shall riot approve the application of a State educational agency
under paragraph (4) for a period exceeding 5 years, except that.
the Secretary may extend such period if the Secretary deter-
mines that such agency's authority to grant waivers has been ef-
fective in enabling such State or affected local educational
agencies or schools to carry out their local reform plans. =

(B) The Secretary shall periodically review the performance
of any State educational agency granting waivers of Federal

. statutory or regulatory requirements described in paragraph

(2)(A) and shall terminate such agency’s authority to grant such

. waivers if the Secretary determines, after notice and oppor-

fo}

tunity for hearing, that such agency’s performance has been in-
adequate to justify continuation of such authority.

() ACCOUNTABILITY.—In deciding whether to extend a request
a waiver under subsection (a)(1), or a State educational agency’s

authority to issue waivers under subsection (e), the Secretary shall
* review the progress of the State educational agency, local edu-
" cational agency, or school affected by such waiver or authority to de-
termine if such agency or school has made progress toward achiev-
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. ing the desired results described in the application submitted pursu-
ant to subsection (a)(2)(B)(iii) or (e)(5)(Aﬁ (17 ‘ ‘

(8) PUBLICATION.—A notice of the Secretary’s decision to grant
waivers under subsection (a)(1) and to authorize State educational
afeenc:-es to issue waivers under subsection (e) shall be published in
the Federal Register and the Secretary shall provide for the dissemi-
nation of such notice to State educational agencies, interested par-
ties, including educators, parents, students, advocacy and civil
rights organizations, other interested parties, and the public.

- SEC. 312. PROGRESS REPORTS. - : V
. (a) STATE REPORTS TO THE SECRETARY.— Except in the cose
of o State edu cational agency submitting the information described
in section 306(n)4), each State edy.
cational ag:ncy that receives: funds under this title shall annually
report to the Secretary regarding— : s
(1) progress in meeting State goals and plans;
(2) proposed State activities for the succeeding year; and
(3) in summary form, the progress of local educational
agencies in meeting local goals and plans and increasing stu-
dent learning. - . : :
(b) SECRETARY'S REPORTS T0 CONGRESS.—By April 30, 1996,
and every 2 years thereafler, the Secretary shall submit a report to
the Commitiee on Education and Labor of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Labor and Human Resources of the
Senate describing—- R « . ~
(1) the activities assisted under, and outcomes of, allot-
ments under this title; and : o
(2) the effect of waivers granted under section 311,
inciuding— : : :
~ (A) a listing of all State educational agencies, local
educational agencies and schools seeking and receiving
waivers; ) o

(B) a summary of the State and Federal statutory or
regulatory requirements that have been waived, including
the number of waivers sought and granted under each such
statutory or regulatory requirement; T

(C) a summary of waivers that have been terminated,
including ‘a rationale for the terminations; and ‘

(D)  recommendations to the . Congress regarding
changes in statutory or regulatory requirements, particu-
larly those actions that should be taken to overcome Fed-

- eral statutory or regulatory impediments to education re-

form. '
. SEC. 313. TECHNICAL AND OTHER ASSISTANCE REGARDING SCHOOL
FINANCE EQUITY. : » ol

(a) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. — : -

" (1) IN GENERAL.—From funds reserved in each fiscal year
under section 304(a)(2XA), Secretary is authorized to make
nts to, and enter into contracts and cooperalive agreements
with, State educational agencies and other public and private
.agencies, institutions, a anizations to provide technical
assistance to State and local educational agencies to assist such
agencies in achieving a greater degree of equity in the distribu-
tion of financial resources for education among local edu-
" cational agencies in the State.
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(2) ACTIVITIES.—A grant, contract or cooperative agreement
uruier this sectwn may support technical dssistance activities,
such as—

(A) the establishment and operation of a center or cen-
ters for the provision of technical assistance to State and
local educational agencies;

(B) the convening ¢[ conferences on equalization of re-
sources within local educational agenczes, wzt}un States,
and among States; and

(C) obtaining ‘advice from experts in the ﬁeld of school

nance equalization.. '
(t) DATA—Each State educatwnal ency or local educational
v ﬁency receiving assistance unde mentary and Secondary
ucation Act of 1965 shall provuie such data and information on
school finance as the Secretary may require to carry out this section.

(c) MODELS.—The Secretary -is authorized, directly or through
grants, contracts, or cooperative ements, to develop and dissemi-
nate models and materials useful to States in planning and imple-
menting revisions of the school finance systems of such States.

SEC. 314. NATIONAL LEADERSHIP.

(a) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND INTEGRATION OF STANDARDS —_
From funds reserved in each fiscal year under section 304(a)(2)(A),
the Secretary may, directly or through grants or contracts—

(1) provide technical assistance to States, local educational

_agencies, and tribal agencies developing or melement: school

improvement f;i’ans, ina ‘manner that ensures that such assist-
ance is broadly available;

2) 5ather data on, conduct resecrcfz on, and. evaluate sys-

temic education improvement and how such improvement af-

fe’zlcts stludent learning, including the programs ass&sted under

this title;

(3) disseminate research findings and other mformczmn on
outstanding examples of systemic education improvement in
States and local communities through existing dissemination
systems within the Department of Education, including through
publications, electronic and telecommunications medzums con-
ferences, and other means;

(4) provide grants to tribal divisions of education for co-
ordination efforts between school reform plans developed for
schools funded by the Bureau and public schools described in
selitzon 306@)(’2) mcludmg tribal activities in support of such -

ns;

(5) support national demonstration projects that unite local
and State educational agencies, institutions of higher edu-

_cation, government, business, and labor in collaborative ar-
rangements in order to make educational :mprovemem:s system-
wide; and

(6) support model projects to integrate multiple content
standards, if—

(A) such standards are approved
by the National Goals Panel for different subject areas, in
order to provide balanced and coherent instructional pro-
grams for all students; and
' (B) such projects are approprwte for a wide range of
diverse circumstances, localities (including both urban and
rural commumt;es) and populatwns
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(b) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.— o

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use at least 50 per-
cent of the funds reserved each year under section 304(a}(2)(A)
to make grants, in accordance with the provisions of section
309(a) that the Secretary determines appropriate, and provide
technical and other assistance to urban and rural local edu-
cational agencies with large numbers or concentrations of stu-
dents who are economically disadvantaged or who have limited

" - English proficiency, to assist such agencies in developing and
implementing local school improvement plans, exceft that any
school that received funds under section 309(a) shall not receive
assistance pursuant to this paragraph other than technical as-
sistance. o \

(2) SURVEY.—The Secretary shall use not less than
$1,000,000 of the funds reserved for fiscal year 1994 under sec-
tion 304(a)(2)(A) to replicate coordinated services programs that
have been found to be successful in helping students and fami-
lies and improving student outcomes, and shall disseminate in-
‘formation about such programs to schools that plan to develop
coordinated services programs. : '

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—Any activities assisted under this section
that involve research shall be administered through the Office of
Educational Research and Improvement.

SEC. 315. ASSISTANCE TO THE OUTLYING AREAS AND TO THE SEC-
’ RETARY OF THE INTERIOR. e ,

(a) OUTLYING AREAS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Funds reserved for outlying areas under
section 304(a)(1)(A) shall be distributed among such areas by
the Secretary according to relative need of such areas.

{2) INAPPLICABILITY OF PUBLIC LAW 95-134.—The proui-
sions of Public Law 95-134, permitting the consolidation of
grants to the insular areas, shall not apply to funds received by
such areas under this title. '

(b) SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.— :

(1) In GENERAL—The funds reserved for the Secretary of.
the Interior under section 304(a)(1)(B) shall be made in a pay-
ment which shall be pursuant to an agreement between the Sec-
retary and the Secretary of the Interior containing such assur-
ances and terms as the Secretary determines shall best achieve
the provisions of this section and this Act. The agreement shall,
at a minimum, contain assurances that— .

(A) a panel, as set forth in raph (4) of this sub-

section, shall be established; parug d

(B) a reform and improvement plan, designed to in-
crease student learning and assist students in meeting the

National Education ls, meeting the requirements per-

‘taining to State improvement plans required in section 306

and providing for the fundamental restructuring and im-

provement of elementary and secondary education in

schools funded by the Bureau, shall be developed by such

panel;, and . . -
(C) the provisions and activities required under such
State improvement plans, shall be car- ‘ o

- ried out in the same time frames and under the same con-

ditions stipulated for the States in sections 305 and 306,

provided that for these &urposes, the term “local edu-

cational agencies” shall interpreted to mean “schools
funded by the Bureau”. . . ‘
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(2) PLAN SPECIFICS.—The reform and improvement plan
shall include, in addition to the requirements described above,
specific provisions for— .

: (A) review and incorporation of the National Education

Goals and the_voluntary ndtional content standards and

voluntary national student performance
standards”; provided that such review

shall include the issues of cultural and language dif-
ferences; and .

(B) provision for coordination of the efforts of the Bu-

_ reau with the efforts for school improvement of the States

and local educational agencies in which the schools funded

by the Bureau are located, including the development of the
partnerships outlined in section 306(g)(2) of the Act.

(3) PANEL—A) To carry out the prouvisions of this section,
~ and to develgo the plan for system-wide reform and improuve-

ment required under the agreement required under paragraph

(1), the Secretary of the Interior shall establish a panel coordi-
nated by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Indian Af-
fairs. Such panel shall consist of— ,

(i) the Director of the Office of Indian Education Pro-
grams of the Bureau and two heads of other divisions of
such Bureau as the Assistant Secretary shall designate;

(ii) a designee of the Secretary of Education; and

(iii) a representative nominated by each of the follow-
ing:

(1) The organization representing the majority of
teachers and professional personnel in schools operated
by the Bureau. ‘ '

(1) The organization representing the majority of
nonteaching personnel in schools operated by the Bu-
reau, if not the same organization as in subclause (1).

(II1) School administrators of schools operated by
the Bureau. ' : ‘

(IV) Education line officers located in Bureau area -
or agency offices serving schools funded by the Bureau.

- (V) The organization representing the majority of
contract or grant schools funded by the Buredu not
serving students on the Navajo reservation. »

1) The organization representing the majority of
contract or grant schools funded by the Bureau serving
students on the Navajo reservation. - : ,

(VII) The organization representing the school -

boards required by statute for schools operated by the
* Bureau not serving students on the Navajo reservation.

(VIII) The organization representing the school
boards required by statute for schools funded by the
Bureau serving students on the Navajo reservation.

(B) Including the additional members required by para-
graph (4), a majority of the members of such panel shall-be
from the entities designated under subparagraph (AJiii).

(4) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—In addition, the members of the
_panel described in paragraph (8) shall designate for full mem-
bership on the panel four additional members— B

: (A) one of whom shall be a representative of a national

o;ganization which represents primarily national Indian .

education concerns; and . :
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(B) three of whom shall be chairpersons (or their des-
ignees) of Indian tribes with schools funded by the Bureau
on their reservations (other than those specifically rep-
resented by organizations referred to in paragraph (8), pro-
vided that preference for no less than two of these members

" shall be given to Indian tribes with a significan! number

of schools funded by the Bureau on their reservations, or -

with o significant percentage of their children enrolled in
schools ﬁign:ied by tﬁ Bureau. . ‘
(c) BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS COST ANALYSIS AND STUD-

IES.— , ‘
(1) IN GENERAL —The Secretary of the Interior shall re-

serve from the funds received pursuani to section 304(aXIXB)
in the first and second ! year for which the Secretary of the-
Interior receives such funds an amount not to exceed £500,000°
for each such year to [rovide, through a contract executed, after
open solicitation, with an organization or institution Aaving ex-
tensive experience in school finance, for an analysis of—

‘ . (A) the costs associated with meeting the ocademic,
home-living, and residential standards of the Bureau for
each Blgcu. funded school and annual projections of such
costs,; @

' (B, the feasibility and desirability of changing the
" method of financing for Bureau funded schools from the
weighted student unit formula method in effect on the date
of enactment of this Act to a school-based budget system or
other alternative system of financial support. : ‘ ‘
(2) COST ANALYSIS PURPOSE.—The purpose of the cost
analysis provided for in paragraph (1)(A) shall be to provide
the Bureau and the panel described in subsection (b)(3) with
baseline data regarding the current state of operations funded
by the Bureau . ( Such analy-
sis shall evaluate the costs of providing a program in each
school. operated or wpportew the Bureau for the next suc-
ceeding academic year and & be based on— -
(A) the standards either published in the Federal Reg-
_ister and effective for schools funded by the Bureau on the
date of enactrnent of the. Improving América’s Schools Act
‘of 1994, or the State or regional standards in effect on such
date for a Bureau funded school; '
- (B) the best projections of student counts and demo-
.- graphics as provided by the Bureau and as independently -
reviewed by the organization or institution selected by the
: Semcfnemry»to perform the analysis described in this sectior,
a .

(C) the pcy and benefit schedules and other personnel
requirements for each school operated by the Bureau, as
such pay and benefit schedules and requirements existed on
the date of enoctment of the Improving America’s Schools
Act of 1994. ‘ ,

" {3) FEASIBILITY STUDY PURPOSE.—(A) The purpose of the
feasibility analysis provided for i:;aragmfh (1XB) shall be to
determine whether it is feasible and desirable for the Bureau to

replace or modify the weighted student unit formula system in

effect on the date of enactment of this Act. - - . _
(B) For the purposes of the feasibility analysis described in
paragraph (1)(B), the term ‘school-based budget system’ means
a system based upon an initial determination, ot each schoo!
site, of the number of students who shall be served at the site,
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the needs of those students, the standards which will best meet

those needs (including any standards or conditions reflecting
local community input and such community’s program), the

personnel profile necessary to establish such program and the

cost (determined on an actual basis) of funding such a pro-

gram. Such a system shall include procedures to aggregate the
determinations for each school site to determinea‘;ﬁe amount

needed to fund -all Bureau funded schools, to prepare a budget.
submission based upon such afgregate, and to provide for a

mechanism for distributing such sums as may be appropriated

based upon the determination at each school site. '

. “(4) REsuLTs REPORT.—The contractor selected shall be re-
quired to report the results of analyses provided for in this sec- .
tion, in aggregate and school-specific form to the chairpersons
and ranking minority members of the Committee on Education
and Labor and the Committee on Appropriations of the House

_of Representatives and the Committee on the Indian Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate, and to the Sec-
retary of the Interior, not later than six months after the date
of enactment of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994.
The contractor shall also be required to provide an estimate of
the costs of meeting the academic and residential standards of -
the Bureau for each Bureau funded school for each of the three
succeeding forward-funded fiscal years following the date of
submission of such report. The contractor shall provide an esti-

. mate of such costs to such persons and members not later than

. January 1 of each succeeding fiscal year.

V (d) SECRETARY OF DEFENSE —The Secretary shall consult with
the Secretary of Defense to ensure that, to the extent practicable, the
puhrpolses o?t}zis title are applied to the Department of Defense

schools.

{e) GRANTS.—The Secretary of the Interior may use not more
than one percent of the funds received pursuant to section
304(a)(1)(B) in the first and second fiscal year for which the Sec-
retary of the Interior receives such funds for the purpose of provid-
ing grants, if requested by Bureau funded school boards, to enable
such school boards to carry out activities of reform planning as such
" activities are described for States in section 308(b)(2)(J), including
. the feasibility of becoming a contract school pursuant to the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et
seq.), or a grant school pursuant to section 5204 of the Tribally Con-
trolled Schools Act of 1988. ° =~ . : :
: () STUDY.—In cooperation with the panel established in sub-
section (b)(4), the Secretary of the Interior shall conduct a study to
evaluate the feasibility of contracting with a private management
firm for the operation of one or more Bureau operated schools to fa-
cilitate the achievement of the National Education Goals and the ef-
ficient use of funds in the education of Indian children, and to re-
port to the persons identi in subsection (c)(4) and to the panel
described in subsection (b)(3) not later than 12 months afier the
date of enactment of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994.

SEC. 817. STATE PLANNING FOR IMPROVING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

- THROUGH INTEGRATION OF TECEHNOLOGY INTO THE CUR-
RICULUM. : -

(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this section to assist each

State to plan effectively for improved student learning in all schools

through the use of technology as an integral part of the State im-.

provement plan described in section 306.
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(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.— - . '

(1) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall award grants in ac-

" cordance with allocations under 'ragrafgh (2) to each State
educational agency that, as part o]P;s application under section
305, requests a grant to develop (or continue the development
of), and submits as part of the State improvement plan de-
scribed in section 306, a systemic statewide plan to increase the
use of state-of-the-art technologies that enhance elementary and
secondary student learning and staff development in support of
the National Education Goals and State content standards and
State student performance standards. . :

(2) ForMULA —From the amount appropriated pursuant to
the authority of subsection (f) in each fiscal year, each State
educational agency with an application op}{:orove{i under section
305 shall receive a grant under paragraph (1) in such year in
an amount determined on the same basis as allotments are
made to State educational agencies under subsections (b) and
(c) of section 304 for such year, except that each such State
shall receive at least $75,000. )

(3) OUTLYING AREAS.—(A) From the amount appropriated
pursuant to the authority of subsection (f) for fiscal year 1995,
the Secretary shall reserve a total of 1 percent to provide assist-

. ance under this section— - -

(i) to the outlying areas; and i : .

(ii) for the Secretary of the Interior to conduct directly
or through a contract, systemic technology planning for Bu-
reau-funded schools. . ,

(B) The.funds reserved under subparagraph (A) shall be
distributed among the outlying areas and the Secretary of the
Interior by the Secretary according to the relative need of such
areas and schools for assistance under this section.

(¢c) PLAN OBJECTIVES.—Each State educational agency shall use
funds received under this section to develop and, if the Secretary
has approved the systemic statewide plan, to.implement such.plan.
Such plan shall have as its objectives—

(1) the promotion of higher student achievement through
the use of technology in education; , ,

(2) the participation of all schools and school districts in
the State, especially those schools and districts with a high per-
céntage or number of disadvantaged students;

(3) the development and implementation of a cost-effective,
high-speed, statewide, interoperable, wide-area-communication
educational technology support system for elementary and sec-
ondary schools within the State, particularly for such schools in
rural areas; and : ‘ '

(4) the promotion of shared usage of equipment, facilities,
and other technology resources by adult learners during after-
school hours. » : : .
(d) PLAN REQUIREMENTS.—At a minimum, each systemic state-

wide plan shall— ' S C '
- (1) be developed by a task force that—

' - (A) includes among its members experts in the edu-
cational use of technology and representatives of the State
panel described in section 306(b); and -

(B) ensures that such plan is integrated into the State

improvement plan described in section 306;
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-(2) be developed in collaboration with the Governor, rep-
resentatives of the State legislature, the State board of edu-
cation, institutions of higher education, dppropriate State agen-
cies, local educational agencies, public and private tele-
communication entities, parents, public and school libraries,
students, adult literacy providers, and leaders in the field of

- technology, through a process of statewide grassroots outreach
to local educational agencies and schools in the State; -

(3) identify and describe the requirements for introducing
state-of-the-art technologies into the classroom and school li-
brary in order to enhance educational curricula, including the
installation and ongoing maintenance of basic connections,
hardware and the necessary support materials; .

(4) describe how the application of advanced technologies in
the schools will enhance student learning, provide greater ac-
cess to individualized instruction, and help make progress
toward the achievement of the National Education Goals;

(5) describe how the ongoing training of educational per-
sonnel will be provided; .

(6) describe the resources necessary, and procedures, for
providing ongoing technical assistance to carry out such plan;

: (7) provide for the dissemination on a statewide basis of ex-
emplary programs and practices relating to the use of tech-
nology in education; : :

(8) establish a ﬁmdiﬁf estimate (including a statement of
likelf funding sources) and a schedule for the development and
implementation of such plan; - . -

(9) describe how the State.educational agency will assess
the impact of im{lementing such plan on student achievement

. and aggregate achievement for schools;

(10) describe how the State educational agency and local
-educational agencies in the State will coordinate and cooperate
with business and industry, and with public and private tele-
communications entities; :

‘ (11) describe how the State educational agency will promote
the purchase of equipment by local educational agencies that,
when placed in schools, will meet the highest possible level of
interoperability and open system design;

: (12) describe how the State educational agency will con-
sider using existing telecommunications infrastructure and

- technology resources; ~ S

(13) describe how the State educational agency will apply
the uses of technology to meet the needs of children from low-
income families; - .

: (14) describe the process through which such plan will be

* reviewed and updated periodically; and - - ~

(15) describe how the State educational agency will facili-
tate collaboration between State literacy resource centers, local
educational agencies, and adult and family literacy providers,
to ensure that technology can be used by adult and ;::mily,lit- -

 eracy providers durirg afier school hours. ‘ :

{e) REPORTS.—Each State educational agency receiving a grant
under this section shall submit a report to the Secretary within 1
year of the date such agency submits to the Secretary its systemic
statewide plan under this section. Such report shall— ' .

" (1) describe the State’s progress toward implementation of

the provisions of such plan; ‘

(2) describe any revisions to the State’s long-range plans for
technology, and , . : :
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(3) include any other information the Secretary deems ap-
propriate. ) . ‘ ' ,
() AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized
to be appropriated $5,000,000 for fiscal year 1994 to carry out this
section. . '
SEC. 318. PROHIBITION ON FEDERAL MANDATES, DIRECTION, AND
- CONTROL. .

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorize an officer
or employee of the Federal Government to mandate, direct, or con-

trol a Staté, local educational agency, or school’s curriculum, pro-

gram of instruction, or allocation of State or local resources or man-

date a State or any subdivision thereof to spend any funds or incur

any costs not paid for under this Act. ' '

SEC. 319. STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF EDUCATION.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds as follows: o

(1) Congress is interested in promoting State and local gov-
ernment reform_efforts in education. ‘ '

(2) In Public Loaw 96-88 the Congms:d(ound that education’
is fundamental to the development of individual citizens and
the progress of the Nation. - o :
~ (3) In Public Law 96-88 the Congress found that in our
Federal system the responsibility for education is reserved re-
‘spectively to the States and the local school systems and other
instrumentalities of the States.

(4) In Public Law 96-88 the Congress declared the purpose
of the Department of Education was to suzpplement and com-
plement the efforts of States, the local school systems, and other
instrumentalities of the States, the g)rivate sector, public and -
private educational institutions, public and private nonprofit
educational research institutions, community based organiza-
tions, parents and schools to improve the quality of education.

(5) With the establishment of the Department of Education,
Congress intended to protect the rights of State and local gov-
ernments and public and private educational institutions in the
areas of educational policies and administration of programs
and to strengthen and improve the control of such governments
and institutions over their own educational programs and poli-
cies. ,

" (6) Public Law 96-88 sﬁciﬁed that the establishment of the
Department of Education shall not increase the authority of the
Federal Government over education or diminish the responsibil-
ity for education which is reserved to the States and local
school systems and other instrumentalities of the States.

(7) Public Law 96-88 specified that no provision of a pro-
gram administered by the Secretary or by any other officer of
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare shall be con-
strued to authorize the Secretary or any such officer to exercise
any direction, supervision, or control over the curriculum, pro-
_gram of instruction, administration, or personnel of any edu-
cational institution, school, or school system, over any accredit-
ing agency or association or over the selection or content of li-
brary resources, textbooks, or other instructional materials by
any educational institution or school system.
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(b) REAFFIRMATION.—The Congress agrees and reaffirms that
the responsibilitzy for control of education is reserved toﬂtif:e States -
and local school systems and other instrumentalities of the States.
and that no action shall be taken under the provisions of this Act
by the Federal Government which would, directly or indirectly, im-
pose standards or requirements of any kind through the promulga-
tion of rules, regulations, provision of financial assistance and oth-
erwise, which would reduce, modify, or undercut State and local re-
sponsibility for control of education. . T

SEC. 320. LIMITATIONS. -

-~ (a) ProuIBITED CONDITIONS.—Nothing in this Act shall be
construed to require a State, a local educational agency, or a school,
as a condition of receiving assistance under this title— o

' (1) to provide outcomes-based education; or v .

(2) to provide school-based health clinics or any other
health or social service. - R o :
(b) LIMITATION ON GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.—Nothing in this

Act shall be construed to require or permit any Federal or State offi-
cial to inspect a home, judge how parents raise their children, or re-
move children from their parents, as a result of the participation of
- a State, local educational agency, or school in any program or activ-

ity carried out under this Act.
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~ Va. tries new tack on Goals funds

BY PETER HARDIN
TOSES-DISPATCH WASHINGYON CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON — Virginda still is wrangling to get
federal Goals 2000 funds for classroom computers

. on ita terms, despite Clintan administration oppo-

sition to legisiat:ve riders making thet possible.

A calchall spending bill introduced Tuesday
night included tangirage that would let Virginia use
thg public schion) aid for classsoom computecs

“vothout the regulazory burden reguired for other

utes’ of the money, according lo Sen, Jaha W.
Warner.

The Virginia Republican released a letter thank-
ing Sen. Arter; Specter, R-Pa, for his help in
getling the provision included. Specte' is chairman
o! the Seaate” Appropriations subcominittee on
Lator, Health and Human Secvices and Education.

Warnec said he had. u.orked with Virginia Gov.
George Allerr and athers on the rider. -
But an official at the Depanmen( of Educztion,
which had oppozed an eaclier version drafied by
Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H, said yesterday, “We
gou:)mue 1a be opposed Lo any amendment fo Goals
Ou ”n
Such an smerdment attached lo the catchall
spending bill could make it a target-for a presicen-
tial velo, said fenaifex Davis, specizl assistant to
Education Secretary Richerd W. Riley. "There
kave been discuasions about thal,” she saic.

Davis had nok reviewed the wording of the latesc

nder,

Virginia is the only stule that has rejected the
Gozls 2000 caslr and has refused to 1&: ils Jova: )nes
parlicipale in the peogram.

- Allen has contended Ine federal money would

cary nlnsive. mandales and reswnctions, e
sought leeway from Congress to use the meney faor
computers, witkoul any federal strings attachemd,

Ken Slroupe, a spokesman for Allen, said he waass -

hopeful the legislation wauld be debated or vole=dl
upon later this week.

“Partisan thUCa being what lhey gre at th.is
poinl in Washirgten, I Lhink we're hepeful, b—ug
cealize ¥ will ke the signature of Presidena
Clintob to meake this a reality,” Stroupe said,

Congvess plans tc adjoum soon 5o thal mermn~
bers can go home snd campalgn before the Noverrm—
bet elections,

The Clinton admicisteelion was still negobaticngr
with congressional leaders ovec the calch=sid

spending bil, and the version containing the Goomlss

** 2000 2mendinent may 'not be the chizf spendirmg -

bill that is debaled, a Democratic sovrce said,
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