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Options for National Test Language 

Options 1-3 are drafted as free-standing amendments that would expire at the end 

ofFY1999. 


Option 1: Senate Language 
Sec. 305. Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, funds provided to.the 
Department of Education Or to an applicable program may not be used to field test, 
implement or administer any federally sponsored national test in reading, mathematics, or 
any other subject: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall retain 
exclusive authority over the development ofvoluntary national tests as described in 
Section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998 . 

.	.option 2: Restriction on Pilot Test With Individual Scores. (Consistent with. format that passed last 

year) . 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, no ful1ds provided to the 

Department of Education or to an applicable progr~ in this Act or in any other Act in . 

fiscal year 1999 may be used for a pilot test that would yield individual student, school, 


. school district, or state scores as part of the development of any federally sponsored 
vol.untary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to field test, 
implement or administer any such test; Provided;.That the Natio~al Assessment 
GovernIng Board shall' retain exclusive authority over the development ofvoluiltary 
national te~ts as described in Section 307 ofthe Department of Education Appropriations 
Act, 1998. . ... 

Option 3: Restriction on Pilot Test and Field Test With Individual Scores (Consistent with 
format that passed last year) 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, no funds provided to the Department· 
of Education or to an applicable program in this Act or in any other Act in fiscal year 
1999 may be used for a pilot test or field test that would yield individual student, school, 
school district, or state scores as part of the development of any federally sponsored 
voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to implement or 
administer any such test; Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall 
retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described 
in Section 307 of the Department of Education Appropr:iations Act, 1998. 

Option 4: Amendment to GEPA as in House provision 
NOTE: THIS APPROACH AMENDS UNDERLYING, PERMANENT LA W; WE 

CAN ONLYACCEPT THIS APPROACH IF IT INCLUDES LANGUAGE 

RESTRICTING ITS APPLICATION TO FY 1999 FUNDS!!! 


Sec.305 Part C of the General Educat~on Provisions Act(20 U.s.c. 1231 et seq.) is 

amended by adding at the end thereof the following: 




· . 

"Sec. 447 Limitation on Federally Sponsored Testing 
r ' 

"(a) GENERAL LIMITATION'-7 Notwithstan~ing any other provision ofFederal law, 
no funds provided to the Department ofEducation or to ~ applicable program in any Act 

, in fiscal year 1999 may be used for a pilot test that would yield individual student, school, 
school district, or state scores as part of the development ofany federally sponsored 
'voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to implement or 
administer any such test: Provided, That the National Assessment Goveming'Board shall 
retain the exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as 
described in section 307 6fthe Department ofEducation Appropriations Act, 1998. 

(b) same as House bill (b) 



Sec. 305 Part C of the General Education Provisions Act(20 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) is amended 
by add~ng at the end thereof the following: 

"Sec. 447 Limitation on Federally Sponsored Testing 

"(a) GENERAL LIMITATION.-- Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, no funds 
provided to the Deparlment of Education or to an applicable program in any Act in fiscal year 
J999 may be'used for a pilot test that would yield individual student, school, school district, or 
state scores as p'art of the development of any federally sponsored voluntarY national test in 
reading, mathematics~ or ~y other subject, or to implement or admirrlster any such test: 

. Provided, That the National Assessment GovernIng Board shall retain the exclusive authority 
over the development ofvoluntary national tests as described in sectio~307 of the Department of 

. Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 

(b) same as House bill (b), . 



The National Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study to 
determin~ the feasibility of including test items from the 
National Assessment of Education Progress or other tests in state 
and commercial assessments for the purpose of producing 
individual scores linked to the National Assessment of Education 
Progress achievement levels, in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
math. The study shall also examine the utility of the 
information provided ·by'this procedure to parents, teachers and 
students. The study ,shall be completed by June 1, 1999. 

/ 



Restriction on Pilot Test With Iridividual Scores (Consistent with Senate format) 

Notwithstanding any'other provision of Federal law, funds provided to the Department of 
Education or to an applicable program may not be used for a pilot test that would yield individual 
student, school, school district, or state scores as part of the development of any federally 
sponsored voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to field"test, ,. . 
implement or administer any such test; . Provided, That the National Assessment Governing" " 
Board shall retain exclusive authority over the development ofvolyntarynational tests as 
described in Section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998 . 

. :.. 



· 10,/103/98 TUE 15: 30 FAX 202 226 1010 CITE ON ED & WORKFORCE M I4J 002 

.. ' .. 
\! , 

J 

1 SEC._, ',' 

2 (a) IN GENERAL.-Part C of the General Education ',;;" 

3 Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) is amended by 
, > 

4 adding at the end the following: 

5 !OSEe. 447. PROHIBmON ON FEDERALLY SPONSORED TEST· 

6 ING. 
, 

7 "(a) GENERAL ,PROmBiTIO:s-.-Notwithstanding any 

8 other provision of Federal, law aD;d except as provided in 

9 subsection (b), no funds provided to the Department of 

10 Education or to an applicable program, may be used to 

11 pilot test, field test, implement, administer or distribute 

12 in any way any federally sponsored natiop.al test in read­

13 ing, mathematics, or·any other subject that is not specifi­

14 cally and explicitly provided for in authorizing legislation 

15 enacted into law. 

16 (b) ExCEPTIONs.-Subsection (a) shall not apply to 

17 the Third International. Mathematics and Science Study 

18 or other international comparative assessments developed 

19 under the authority of section 404(a)(6) of the National 

20 Education Statistics Am of 1994 (20 U .S.C. 9003(a)(6) 

21 et seq.) and administered to only a representative sample 

22 of pupils in the United States' and in foreign nations.". 

23 (b) AUTHORITY OF NATIONAL, AsSESSMENT GoV­

24 ERNING Bo.ARD.-Subject to section 447 of the General 

{25 Education Provisions Act, the exclusive authority over the 

26 direction and all policies and guidelines for developing vol-

October 13. 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 

http:natiop.al
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1 untary national tests pursuant' to contract RJ97153001 

2 previously entered into between the United States Depart­

3 ment of Education and the American Institutes for Re­

4 search and executed on August 15, 1997, and subse­

5 quently modified. by the National Assessment~overning 

6 Board on February 11, 1998, shall continue to be yested 

7 in the NationalAssessment Governing Board established 

8 under section 412 of the National 
\ 

EducationS~tistics Act IJ ~ I 

90f 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9m). .. ~;e:----
10 (c) STUDIES.- .. ,) 

11 .(1) PuRPOSEMIIIII DEFlz...TtTION.-.The National ,. 
 . 

12 Assessment Governing 

13 clearly arti~e ~ a 

14 mat) M!8 intended us¥~f any proposed federally 

15 sponsored test. Such report shall also include­

16 (A) a definition of the meaning of the term. 

(17 uvolun~' in regards to the tie¥el8l'rUellt or ­
.u,..l • '..:I;,.;' .t . . 

18 ~~~a:;rnationa1 test; and . 

19 (B) a description of the achievement levels 

·20 and reporting methods to be used in grading 

and 

purpose, diHiilgrr1\':rr=­

21 

22 

23 The report shall be submitted to the White House,· 

24 the Committees on Education and the Workforce of 

25 the House of Representatives, the Committee· on 

October 13, 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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1 Labor and Human Resources of the Senate, and the 


2 Committees on Appropriations of the House of Rep­

3 
 resentatives and the Senate ~t Im:.r. ~~.~~:';___. .. 
4 ber 30, 1999. ~~ vI -;rv--- --~ 

.~ 
5 (2) RESPONSE TO llitPent..- ~!\1't1Y. The Na­

6 tional Assessment Governing Board shall develop 

7 and submit to the entities identified in paragraph 

8 (1) a report, not later than September 30, 1999, 
I 

9 that addresses and responds. to the findings reported 


10 by the N aHonal. Academy of Sciences in the report 

( 

11 entitled "Grading the Nation's Report Card: Evalu-· 

12 . ating NAEP and Transforming the Assessment of 

13 Educational:Z::~that assert that the achieve­


14 ment levels the National Assessment of 


15 Educational Progress (NAEP) are fundamentally 


16 flawed.. 


11 (3) . TECHNICAL FEASmILITY.-The National .. 
18 Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study regarding 


t 9 the technical feasibility of including items from the . 


20 National Assessment of' Educationa1 Progress 


21 . (NAEP) or other tests in State and district assess­

22 ments to provide a· measure of individual student 

·23 performance against the standards established by 

. 24 the National Assessment Qf Educational Progress· 

. 25 (NAEP) for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math-

October 13. 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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1 ematics and, the quality of the information regarding 

2 a student's performance that is to be provided to 

3 parents and teachers. The National Academy of 

4 Sciences Shall Npsl"t bIte ~ 6£ the stady rome 

5 errtities ideBtiRQQ jp paragrlipll' (1) Ret 1*1 than 

October 13, 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 



Record Type: Record 

To: Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP 

cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 
Subject: Answers "to questions on national testing" 

Below are our answers to the national test questions. 

---------------------- Forwarded by Sandra Yamin/OMB/EOP on 10/06/98 04: 18 PM ----c----------------~c----

Record Type: Record 

To: Barbara Chow/OMB/EOP@EOP 

cc: Sandra Yamin/OMB/EOP@EOP, Wayne Upshaw/OMB/EOP@EOP, Barry WhiteIOMB/EOP@EOP, Mary 
I. Cassell/OMB/EOP@EOP 

Subject: Answers to questions on national testing 

Here's the latest info on voluntary national tests, in response to your questions last night. 

Answers to Questions on Voluntary National Tests (VNT) 

Definition of a pilot test: A pilot test is a standard step in developing a new test. It is designed to 
identify as early as possible major flaws in procedures or individual test items. It answers questions 
such as: 

• How well students will understand and interpret the questions; 
• How different ethnic, racial, or gender groups will respond to the questions; 
• If the questions measure the content area they are supposed to measure;" 
• If the questions are too easy or too difficult for the target population; 
• If the questions assess the range of skills and abilities of all the students; and 
• If the questions are appropriate for the grade level. 

As a part of the test development process, pilot testing precedes field testing. Pilot testing allows 
us to determine from a representative sample of students which questions are valid and reliable, 
and which ones need to be discarded before field testing and, ultimately, operational testing. It 
should be stressed that information from pilot testing" is used to refine the test itself, not to 
evaluate student achievement. 

Number of students involved in VNT pilot tests: 

Test date Test subject # of students # of schools 
March 1999 4th grade reading 27,600 672 



Option 1: Prohibit pilot testing and redefine in report language 

Sec. _. Notwithstanding any ,other provision of Federal law, funds provided to the 
Department of Education or to an applicable program may not be used to pilot test, field test, 
implement or administer any federally sponsored national test in reading, mathematics, [or any 
other subject, or to engage in any other testing activity that would enable comparisons of test 
results among school districts]: Provided~ That the National Assessment Governing Board shall 
retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described in ' 
Section 301 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 

Report Language 
, 	 The Committee bill provides that the National Assessment Governing Board retains 

exclusive authority over the policies~ direction andguidelines for voluntary national tests 
for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. The bill includes language prohibiting the use 
of funds to pilot test, field test, implement, or administer any federally sponsored national 
tests. This prohibition is intended to preclude the use of funds for pilot testing [and field 
testing] that would produce test scores for indivual students, schools, school districts, and 
states, or report such information to parents, students, teachers or other school officials: 

Option 2: Prohibition on not testin unless Con ress authorizes in NAEP reauthorization 
, 	 f I k.{cA 

Sec. _' Notwithstanding any other provisions ofFederal(~, funds provided to the Department 
ofEducation or to an applicable program may not be used~mplement or administer any , 
federally sponsored national test in reading, mathematics or any other subject that is not 
specifically and explicitly provided for in authorizing legislation for the National Assessment of 
Education Progress enacted into law: Provided,That the National Assessment Governing Board 
shall retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described in 
Section 307 ofthe Department ofEducation Appropriations Act, 1998 

Report language ~ (.:'v"-I.. r.. ~ 
-r... ' \ 

\(\;\r , 

Option 3: No Implementation Without Authorization & NAGIt~evelops Plan for Test 
Implementation and Use ~,\., '" V ( e~(;\ ()l: 
Sec: _'_ Notwithstanding any other provisions ofFederalda~, funds provided to the Department 
ofEducation or to an applicable program may not be used t~rnplement or administer any 
federally sponsored national test in reading, mathematics or any other subject that is not 
specifically and explicitly provided for in authorizing legislation enacted into law. The National 
Assessment Governing Board shall develop a plan for the continued development and 
implementation of national tests that measure individual student performance against National 



Assessment of Educational Progress standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. 
The plan shall include policies for the administration and use of national tests. In developing this 
plan, NAGB shall consider the feasibility of including items from the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress or other tests in state and district assessments to provide a measure of 
individual student performance against National Assessment of Educational Progress standards 
in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. NAGB shall present a written plan to the 
Committee on Education and Workforce of the House of Representatives, the Committee on 7 
Labor and Human Resources of the Senate, and the President for their consideration by "3 J, I . 
(prior to reauthorization of the National Assessment of Education Progress). 

The Committee bill provides that the National Assessment Governing Board retains exclusive 
authority over the policies, direction and guidelines for voluntary national tests for 4th grade. 
reading and 8th grade math, and permits NAGB to continue test developm~k. The bill 
prohibits implementation or administration of the tests unless such iHlfllemeIltaCion is explicitly 
authorized in law. The Committee expects that Congress will consider such authorization as part 
of the forthcoming reauthorization of the. National Assessment of Education Progress. In order 
to help inform Congressional deliberations, the committee bill directs NAGB to develop and 
present to the authorizing committees and the President a plan for implementation and use of 
the national tests. In developing this plan, NAGB should consider the feasibility of including 
items from NAEP in state or local tests in order to measure students against NAEP 
achievement levels without requiring the administration of a separate national test. It i~ the­
inteut of the Cemmittee that, if teelmieally feasible, NAGD make it PQ~sihle for Further, the 
C~it1:ee .­



, '. 

2. Prohibition on pilot testing until NAS certifies that NAGB has the achievement levels right 

Option 1: Prohibit pilot testing and redefine in report language 
Sec. _. Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, funds provided to the 
Department of Education or to an applicable program may not be used to pilot test, field test, 
implement or administer any federally , sponsored national test in reading, mathematics, [or any 
other subject, or to engage in any other testing activity that would enable comparisons of test 
results among school districts]: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall 
retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described in 
Section 307'ofthe Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 

Report Language 
The Committee bill provides that the National Assessment Governing Board retains 
exclusive authority over the policies, direction and guidelines for voluntary national tests 
for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. The bill includes language prqhibiting the use 
of funds to pilot test, field test, implement, or administer any federally sponsored national 
tests. This prohibition is intended to preclude the use of funds for pilot testing [and field 
testing] that would produce test scores for indivual students, schools, school districts, and 
states,or report such 'information to parents, students, teachers or other school officials. 

. .L i,,::i- " 
~ 

Opt~on 2: Prohibition on pilot testing unless Congress authorizes in NAEP reauthorization 

Sec. _ Notwithstanding any other provisions of Federal law, funds provided to the Department 
of Education or to an applicable program may not be used to implement or administer any 
federally sponsored national test in reading; mathematics or any other subject that is not 
specifically and explicitly provided for in authorizing legislation for the National Assessment of 
Education Progress enacted into law: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board 
shall retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described in 
Section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998 
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Voluntary National Test 

Plans for the Pilot Test 

PiJoUesting of questions developed for the voluntatynatipnal tests is scheduled for 

March 1999. Pilot testin.g js the final.step in the process of writing test questions. The 

purpose is to determine whether each question is good, the degree of difficulty of each 

question, and faimess~ Le., whelher individual questions should be rejected for possible 


. race, gender, or cultural bias. This step OCCllrs prior to the construction·of ~tual tests, 
which ~volve selecting test questions that reflect a specified range ofdifficulty and 
.content that can be detennined only on the baSis of the data collected on the individual 
items fTom the piloL test . . 

Since ·the focus of the pilot test is on the quality of the individual test questions, the data 
.collected will be analyzed question by question, not by individuaJ. student or .schoo1. This 
data w111 be used to reject orkeep questions and to decide which que:::tionf; win be 
se1ected to build comparable lests for field,testing .. No individual studerit or school 
results will be reported from the pilot test. 

The sample will be, generally, nationally representative. The size orthe samp1e is 
determined in large part by the nwnber ofquestions being tried out. The plan for March 
1999 is to try out about .1,100 questions, respectively, 1n reading and in math. In order to 
get stableinfonnation, about 800 students need to take each lest question. In reading, the. 
t,100 questions wHl be divided into sets of45 questions; in mathematics. into sets of60 
questions. As a result of the pilot test, the number of questions will be winnowed down 
to 270 and 360 for reading and mathematics respectively, the number needed for 6 field 
test book1ets each. 

The llumberof schools in the sample will be .1.044 or about I percent of all U.S. schools .. 
The number of schools in the sample for 41h grade rcad:ingwill be 672; for 8th grade 
mathematics 372. . . 

The number ofstudents in the sample win beabout 27,600 tOr 4lh grade readiog test 
questions, or less than 1 percent ofall U.S. 41h graders. The nwnber ofstudents in the 
sample will be aboul 21,600 for Slh grdde mathematics lesl questions, again, less than 1 
percent of all U.S. 8th graders. . " . . 
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OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GE:!'.'ERAL 

.., For expenses necessaty for the Office of' Inspcetor 

3 General, as authorized by section 212·of the Department 

4 ofEdueation Organization Act, $31,242.000. 
.. 

5 GENERAL PROVISIONS . 

6 SEc. 301. No funds appropriated in this. Act may be 

7 used for the trBllSpOrtation of students or teachers (or for 

8 the purchase of equipment for such transportation) in 

9 order to overcome raw imbalance in any school or school 

10 system, or for the t~on of students or teachers 

II (or for the purchase of equipment for such transportation) 

12 in order to ea.rry out a plan of racial desegregatiOl1 of any 

13 school or school system. 

14 SEC.. 302. NOlle of the fmids contained in this Act 

15 shall be used to require, directly or indirectly. the trans­

16· poltation of any student to a school other than tllcschool 

17 which is neareSt the student's home, exeept for a student 

18 requiring special education, to the sChool offering such 

19 speeialeducation,. in order to eomply with title VI of the 

:0 Civil Rights Act of 1964. For the purpose of this section 

~ 1 an indirect requirement of transportation of students in­

.? eludes the transportation of students to can,. out a plan 

: 3 involving the reorganization of the grade stracture of 

schools, the pairing of schools, or the clustering or schools, 

.; or any combination of grade restructuring, pairing or elus· 

:So 46-1OS 

1 terlng. 'l'he· prohibition described in this section' does not 

2 include the establishment of magnet sehools. 

3 SEC. 303. No funds appropriated umrer this Act may 

4 be used to prevent the implementation of )rowams of vol­
'. 

5 -untary prayer and meditation in the puhlil" tlelKJOls. 

6 (TRANSFER OF ""~'~I .' 

7 SEC. 304. Not to ex:CCl'C1 1 J~.",·ftl uf any disere­

8 tionary funds (pursuant to ~11I' U.w.m'l"" nudget. and 

9 Emergency Deficit Control ~\t"1... nwt'flCfe..IJ which are 

10 appropriated for the Department or EdueatiUla in tJUs ~ 

JI may be transCerred between aPPRllmations. I,ut no such 

12 appropriation shall be increased by more tlum 3 percent 

13· by any such tnmsfer: J>roWled, Tllat the A,lpropriations 

14 Committees of both Ilouses of Congress are notified at . 

15 least fifteen days in advance of any transCer. 

16 SEC. ·305. ~otwithstandingany other provision of 

17 Federal law, funds provided to the Department of ~•. 

18 cation or to an applicable program., may not be 'Used to 

19 field test., implement or administer any federally sponsored 

20 national test in .reading, mathematics; or any other sub­

21 jeet: Provided, That the National .Assessment Governing 

22 Board shall retain the exclusive authority over the develop­

23 ment of voluntary national tests" as described in seclion 

24 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 

2S 1998 . 
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T~ sootian shaU nat apply-to the Thin! Inter­

2 national Mathematics and Science Study, the National .A1;. 
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1 B of title IV of such Act that is equal to or 'less tha~.,~ 
. . ·m 

t:::1
2. $5,000,000. C:: 

n 
3 sessment of Education Progress ar other interna~onal 3 This title may be cited as the "Department of Edu- ~ 

1-1J
4 comparative assessments developed under the authority or 4 cation Appropriations Act, 1999". 

5 . section 404(a)(6) of the National Edueation Statistics Act S TITLE IV-RELATED AGENCIES 


6 of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9003'(a)(6) et seq.), and administered 
 6 ~IED FORCES RE'T.IREMENT-HOllE 


7 to only a representative sample of pupils in the United 
 7 For ez:penses nOOes:sa.ry for the Armed Forces Retire­

8 States and in foreign nations. S ment 
, 
Home to operate and maint.ai:a the United States 

0
1-1 -9 SEC. 306. Notwi~ding any other provision' ,of 9, Soldiers' and .Airmen's Home and the United States Naval to . 0 

. tv 
10 law, any institution of higher education which receives 10 Home, to be paid from funds available in the_Armed ~ 

, 1.0 
11 funds under title ill of,the Higher E~eation Act, except 11 Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund" $70, 7 45.~, of ~ 

, . ~ 

12 for grants made under section 326, may use up to 20 pel'- 12 whieh $15,717,000 sbaIl be for constnJetion and renO\"8- 00 
. '"" 

13 cent of its award undei- part A or part B oC the Act ror 13 tion of the physical plants at ~e United. States Soldiers' U1 

14 endowment l>ni1ding purposes' authorized under section 14 and Airmen's Home and the United Statea ~avaJ Home. 
t 

IS 33LAny institution ~g to use part A or ~rt B funds IS CoRPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND O()ltMU~'1Tr SERVICE 

J6 fOT endowment building purposes shall ~ndicatc snell inten­ 16 DOMESTICVOLUl\"TEER SSRVICE PROOBAN8, OPERATING 
0 
n

I7 tion in its applieation to the Secretaty and shall abide by 17 EXPBNSBS '-l 

18 ' departmental regulations guverning the endowment chal. 18 For expeII&eS necessary £Or the Corporation for ~a- ~ 

t9 lenge grant program. 19 . tional and Community Service to carry out the provisions ~ 

20 SEC. 307. None of the funds made available in this 20 of the Domestic Vofunteer Service Aet or 1973. 88 amend­ -
21 Aet may he. used to enforce the requirements of section 21 ed, $275,039,000. 

VI 

1 
0 

22 428(b)(I){U)(iii) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 22 CoRPORATION FOR PuB1.cJC BROAIlCAST1NO 
0 

23 with respect to any lender when it is made known to the 23 For payment to the Corporation far Public Broad- . 
o 

24 

25 

Federal official having aotboJiV to obligate or expend 

such funds that the lender has a loan portfolio under part 

24 

2S 

casting, as authorized by the Communieations Actor ~ 

1934, an amount which shaH be available uithin limita- :0 
o 
~ 

J.4A-11IS J.4f-.11D 
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ment to report to 'Con~s5 within 90 day. of. enactment of this aet 
on the actions taken on this ieaue. 

OWlCl: OF THE lNSPBCTOR GENERAL 

Appropriaticn:uJ. 1998 •••*..*._.....___._.__.............._...._..N.......... $30.242.(100 
Bud"t eatimate. '1999 ...... M .... t ..M ..........." ..............".-••-··-......·.,,-....." ......~I. 81.242.000

COlnmitt.ee ~ .......__••_._._..................................... 31.242.000 


The Committee recommends $81,242,000 for the Oftice of tho In­
spector General, $1,000,000 above the 1998 appropriation and the 
same as the administration request. ' 

The omos of the . Inspector General has the authority to inves­
tigate all departmental programs end administrative activities, in.. 
cluc1i.D£ those under eontrac:t or ~t, to prevent and detect fraud 
and a6use. and to en8\U"e the quality ana. integrity of those pro­
grams. The Office investigates alleged misuse or Federal funds, and 
conducts audits to detemiine compUance with laws and regula­
tions, efficiency of operationB, and effectiveness in achieving pro­
gram. 8oala. 

G2Nlt1W. PROVISIONS 

The Committee bD.l contalna language 'Which has been included 
in the bill sinee 19'14, prohibiting the use of funds fOl" the transpor-' 
tation of students or teachers in order to o\'ercome racial imbalance 
(Bet::. 301). 

The Committee bID contains ~fe included In the bill since 
1977, prohibiting the transportation 0 students other than to the 
Bchool nearest to the student's home (sec. 802). 

The Committee bill contains language which haS been included 
in the bill since 1980. prohibitinr the use of funds to pz-event the 
implem.entation of pro.Jr8%D.S of voluntazY prayer and meditation in 
public ach.ools (Bec. 803). . 

The 9om.mi1:tee. btU includes a provision giving the Secretary of 
Education authonty to transfer up to 1 percent of any diacretionalY 
funds between appr~ation.s (see. 804). . 

The Committee bill includes lan~Jr;: prohibiting the use of 
funds to field test. implement, Dr a ..star any federally spon­

[;0l.'8d national teat (sec. 80~), ' 
The Committee bill includes 10,lll\'lage ;requiring institutions of 

higher education to include in appUcations to the Sec::retary regard­
ing1\mds to be tuled for endo,wment challenge v.ants (!See. 806),

The Committee bill include. ~gerelar1Jinc the enforcement 
of c:ertain provisions of the ~r Kducation ACt, with respect to 
lender loan portfoUos that is equal to or leSB than $5,000,000 (sec. 
3~~' 

. 


• 
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To: 	 Mr, Bruce Reed, Assistant to the President f()r Domestic Policy 

Ms. Elaina Kngen. Deputy Assistant to the President tor Domestic Policy 

Mr. Mike Cohen~ Special Assistant to the Presi~ent ror Education 

BY FACSIMILE 202/456·5581 


From: 	 Kevin Talley, Staff Director ,,'. y; 
CC; 	 Jack Howard, Assistant to the Speaker of the House 


Dave Hoppe, Chief ofStaff, Senate Majority Leader 

Hon. Trent Lott . 

Han. Bill Goodling 

Hon. Slade GortOil 

Hon. John Ashcroft 


Date: 	 October 13, 1998 

Re: 	 National Testing' . 

==~~~====~======~~s====~=======~~====~~~=====~=======;======~~~===~~~~== 

As we discussed thi.s mornillg; please tind att<tched it response to your recent alternative to the 

continuation ofcurrerit law regarding federal testing. . 


The attached language describes additional activities that should be undertaken by NAGB with the 
continuation of the test development contract. These would be beyond tllose that are currently under way 
or NAGB concludes needs to.be accompli~hed during FY1999. We have included in this proposal the 
NAS study on embedding NAEl' that you suggested. [n rep~'tt language to accompany the legislation. 
additionally the Chairman would be willing to consider the finds of this study and the administration's 
position on national testing during NAGB reauthorization next year. We have changed the date for the 
NAS study completion because NAS has informed uS today that it would be "extremely difficult" to meet 
a June I, 1999 deadline. . 

Please review and let mo know your reaction. I can be reached .tt 202/225-4527. 

I . 

ZO'd lZ0·' oN 8S:91 86.£1 1JO 	 ZSS6SZZZ0Z:QI 



10H3/98 4:11 PM 

Activities to be considered by NAGBduring l<"V1999 

1. Prohibition un national testing. Prohibition on pilot ~csting. field testing, implemenration, admini!lIra(jon or ' 
distribution of national tests, unles,s specitically and eJp\icilly authorized, ' 

, '. 

, Sec __. Pttct Gof the General Education ProvisiollS Act (20 USC 123Ietseq) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: . 

USee 447. Prohibition on Feder_dly Sponsored Testing .. 

(a) General Prohlbitlon---Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law. no fund8 provided to the Department 'of 
Education or to an applicable' program, may be used to pilottc8t, field test, implement, administer or distribute in any 
way any tcdcraHy sponsored national test in reading, mathematics, (lr any other subject that is nor specifically amI 
explicitly provided tor' in authorizing legislation enacted Into law. ' . 

, " 

(b) F.xceptions.---Subsectlon (a) sllal1not apply to the Third International Mathematics and Sdl!ncc' Study or other 
international comparative assessments developed under lhcauthority of section 404(a)(6) of tne National Educadoll 
Statistics Act of 1994 (20 USC 9003(3)(6) et seq.} ,and administered to only a representative sample of pupils in me 
United States and in foreign nations. .. ' ' 

2. Continued Unllted test development. NAGB's contractor may. continue development and modificafion of test items 
(as allowed in FYI998). 

3. Voluntary nature of the tests. NAGB will determine what "voluntary" J.neans as to tne,proposed national tests and 
report to Congre88 on whether the tests arc proposed to be voluntary as to the student, the school, the senool di!urict, or 
the !ltate.Report shall be due no later IhanSeptembcr 30, 1999. ' 

4. National Academy or Sciences Study. National Academy of Scienccs will conduct a study of the technical feasibility 
of imbedding test items from NAEP into state and (li9lrict assessments. ' 

The National Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study of the tcclulical feasibility of including items frotlltbe National 
. A:;ses~ment of Educational Progress or other tests in state and district assessments to provide a measure of individual 
student pcriormance against National Assessment of Educational Progress standards in 4~' grade reading and 8t~ grade 
mathematics and the quality of the information about a student's performance that would be provided to parents and 
reacbers. The National Academy of Sciences shall provide an informaLinlcrhn progress report to Congress no later than 

. June 30, 1999, and il final report no lat~r than September 30, 1999: 

S. Purpose of the propo.~ed national tests. NAGS will determine a,nd clearly articulate in a report to Congress the 
ilHcllded purpose of the tests. The report shall state whether the tests arc heing designed for and will be use,l ror 
diagnostic purposes, accountllbiHty/high stakes puri,olles, and/or other purposes; Rcport shall be due no later than 
September 30, 1999. 

6. Response to National Academy !If SclCllCCS ~'udy. NAGB will dcvelopand submit to Congress a report of how it 
intends to address the Nalional Academy of Sciences tindings in thestuUy"Gnlding the Natlon's Report Card: 
EVllhiating NAEP ond Traosforming the Asscsslltent or Edutationlll Progress" which srated that the achievement 
levels of NAEP (basic, proficient, advanced) are fundamentally flawed: How NAGS addresses this i!i8UC will direclly 
affect the achievement levels of [he propo8cd uationaLtests, Which are to be based on the same achievement levels of 
NAEP. Report shall be due no later than September 30, 1999. 

Additionally. (he Naiiomil Academy of Sciences Study "Evaloatloll of the Voluntary National Tests: Pha.jije III. in 
describing thc achievement levels to be used on the national tClllS,'scaled thatissues such as achievcment level selling;' 
reporting, relationship between tcst items and achievement level dClicriplions. etc. should be resolved early in the tcst 
development process, ratber than folluwing other test development activilies. ' 

£O'd l~O'oN 65:91 86.£1 1JO ~5565~~~o~:aI 31WJ 3J~0~~~0~ ~ 'Jna3 
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Provided, that NAGB may conduct studies to determine the technical quality of test items that 
may be used for the purpose of incorporation in state or local tests in order to measure student 
progress against National Assessment of Eduction Progress benchmarks. 

Report Language 
In addition to the report language you have suggested, we propose the following: 

The Committee bill provides that the National Assessment Governing Board retains 
exclusive authority over the policies, direction and 'guidelines for voluntary national tests 
for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. The bill includes language prohibiting the use 
of funds to pilot test, field test, implement, or administer any federally sponsored national 
tests. This prohibition is intended to preclude the use of funds for pilot testing and field 
testing that would produce test scores for indivual students, schools, school districts, and 
states, or report such information to parents, students, teachers or other school officials. 

The Committee recognizes that many states and'local communities have already 
developed tests aligned with state and local academic standards, and may wish to have an 
efficient way of also determing how well students perform relative to the National 
Assessment ofEducation Progress achievement levels. Therefore, the bill also provides 
that the National Academy of Sciences conduct a study to determine the feasibility of 
incorporating items from NAEP. or other tests into state or local tests for these purposes. 
Further, the Committee bill permits NAGB to conduct studies to determine the technical 
quality of test items developed under its authority for these purposes. Such studies may 
address issues including how well students understand and interpret the questions, how 
different ethnic, racial or gender groups respond to the questions, if the questions measure 
the content area they are supposed to measure, if the questions are too easy or too difficult 
for the target population,. if the questions assess the range of skills and abilities of all the 
students, and if the questions are appropriate for the grade level. 
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1 SEC._. 

. 2 (a) IN GENERAL.-Part C of the General Education 

3 Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) is amended by 

4 adding at the end the following: 

5 "SEC. 447. PROHIBmON ON FEDERALLY SPONSORED TEST· 

6 INC. 

7 ceCa) GENERAL PRoHIBiTIO:s-.-Notwithstandlng any 

8 other provisi,on of Federal law ~d except as provided in 

,9 subsection (b), no funds provided to the 1?epartment of 

'10 Education or to an applicable program, may be used to 

11 pilot test, field test, implement; administer or distribute 

12 in any way any federally sponsored national test. in read­

. 13 ing, mathematics,' or any other subject that is not specifi­

14 .c~y·and explicitly provided for in authorizing legislati<m 

15 enacted into law. 

16 (b) ExCEPTlONs . ..-:.subsection (a) shaIl not apply to 

17 the ,Third Internati()~al Mathematics' and Science Study 

18 or other international 'comparative assessments deVeloped 

19 under the authority of section 404(0.)(6) of the'National 

20 Education Statistics Act of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9003(a)(6) 

21 et seq.) and administered to only a representative sample 

22 of pupils in the United States and in foreign: nations." .. 

·23 . ' (b) AUTHORITY OF NATIONAL AssESSMENTGoV­

24' E~G BoARD.-Subject to, section 447 of~e General. 

2S Education Provisions Act, the exclusive authority over the 

26 curection and all policies and guidelin~8 for developing vol-

October 13. 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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2 

1 untary national tests pursUant to contract RJ97153001 ' 

2 previously entered into between the United States Depart­

3 ment of Education and the American Institutes for &­
" , 

4 search and executed on, August l~, 1997, and subse­

5 quently modified by, the 'National Assessment Governing 

6 Board on February 11, 1998, shall continue to be vested 

7 in the National Assessment, Governing Board established 

8 under section 412 of the Nanonal Education Statistics Act A, 1" t 
9 of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9011). . ~~-

10 (c) STUDIES.- ,) , 

11, (1) PuRPOSE,ltIIIII DEFI~ON.-,,The National" 

12 Assessment Governing and 

13 ,clearly arti~ in a , 

14 . mat, Mtl.'i intended usf}f, ,any proposed federally·, 

15 . sponsored test. SUch report, shall alsO include­

16 (A) a definition of the meaning of the term 

17 ''volun~' ~,~ to the fi¥elepment or 
18 , " ~~4:7nationAltest; and ' "', , 

". .. 

19 (B) a description of the achievement levels' 

20 ,. aD9. reporting methods to be used in grading, 

21 any national teste.- litis I."i~±st 13 

~ purpose, 

23 The report shall be submitted to the White House, 

24 the Committees on Education, and the Workforce of 

2S the Honse of &presentatives, the Committee on 

,October 13,1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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3 

1 Labor and Human Resources of the Senate, and the", ' 

'2 Committees on Appropriations of the House, of Rep­

3 resentatives and the Senate not later than Septe~. . . ..,. 

4 ber 30, 1999. tJp/J~ 4( ~J\I\ JI~r 
5 '(2) RESPONSE TO ilBPMtI!'= ~ The' Na- \.Ltl.f" VJ 

'6 tiona! Assessment Governing Board shall develop 

7 and submit to the entities identified in paragraph 

8 (1) a report, not later than September' 30, 1999, 
, , 

9 that addresses and responds to the findings reported 

10 by the National Academy of Sciences' in the report 

11 entitled "Grading the Nation's Report Card: Evalu­

12 ating NAEP and Transforming the Assessment of 
. . . . 

13 . Educational z:that asse~ that the aehi,.eve­

14 ment levels the National Assessment of 


15 Educational Progress (NAEP)" are' fundamentally, 


16 flawed. 


17 (3) TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY.~The National
.. 

18 Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study regarding 


19 the technical feasibili~ of including items from the 


, '20 National Assessment of Educational Progress 


21 (N~P) or other tests in State and district assess­

22 ments to provide a measure of individual student 


23 performance against the standards established by 


, " 24 the National .Assessment ,of Educational ,Progress 


, 25 (NAEP) for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math-


October 13, 1998 (3:44p.m.) 
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1 ematics and the quality of the information regarding 

2 a student's performance that is to be pro"ided to 

3 parents and teachers. The National Academy of . 

4 Sciences shall rfJ!'tnt ~e· reEMHte 6£ the study CO the 
. e. , 

5 entities i~eBtiAQd ·in paragnilpA (1) liet lateI than 

OCtober 13. 1998 .(3:44 p,m.) 
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1 SEC._. 

2 (a) IN GENERAL.-Part C of the General Education 


3 Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) is amended by 


4 adding. at the end the following: 


5 !·SEC. 447. PROHIBmON ON FEDERALLY SPONSORED TEST· 


6 INC. 


7 "(a) GENERAL PRoffiBiTIO~.-Notwithstanding any 

8 other provision of Federal law and except as provided in 

9 subsection (b), no funds provided to the Department of 

10 Education or to an applicable program, may be used to 

11 pilot test, field test, implement, administer Or distribute 

12 

13 

in any way any federally sponsored nation!,l test in read­.. . \ t: l.. I N se p. i A1 
ing, mathematics, or any other subjec~thtl;t-is-l1(tt-sf)eem-

14 gally &nd-expliaitl~-pr,Gv:iciied-foHn-all~h6r-izing-leg:is18ltion-

1.5 . ..I • 1 Iooaet@tt....iBto- aw: l'V"I/'Y'IW ~",,'i N Ar6"l?> C \ V\ C-CA,..1 ~t.:l t, '-'\ ..J 

16 (b) ExCEPTIONS.-Subsection (3) shall not apply to 

17 the Third International Mathematics and Science Study 

18 or other international comparative assessments developed 

19 under the authority of section 404(0.)(6) of the National 

20 Education Statistics Act of 1994 (20. U.S.C. 9003(a)(6) 

21 et seq.) and administered to only a representative sample 

22 of pupils in the United States and in foreign nations.". 

23 (b) AUTHORITY OF NATIONAL AsSESSMENT Gov­

24 ERNING Bo.ARI>.-Subject to section 447 of the General 

2S Education Provisions Act, the exclusive authority over the 

26 direction and all policies and guidelines for developing vol-

October 13. 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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2 

I untary national tests pursuant to contract RJ97153001 

2 previously entered into between the United States Depart­

3 ment of Education and the American Institutes for Re­

4 search and executed on August 15, 1997, and subse­

5 quently modified by the National Assessment Governing 

6 Board on February 11, 1998, shall continue to be vested 

7 in the National Assessment Governing Board established. 

g under section 412 of the National Education Statistics Act IJ .L. 
9 of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9011). ~~-

10 (c) STUDIES.- _~ 

11 (1) PuRPOSE lIIIIIl DEFIl\TrION.-Tbe National, . 

12 Assessment Governing Boar. all dete and 

13 clearly arti~ in a report 

14 Iftllt, Mt8 intended usc6f~f any proposed federally 

15 sponsored test. Such report shall also include--­

16 (A) a definition of the meaning of the tenn 

17 "voluntary" in re~ardS to the 8swlernnent or ­
.u, a: "t:!'18 ~;c:~ :;rnational test; and 

19 (B) a description of the achievement levels 

20 and reporting methods to be used in grading 

21 any national test. _lis lit.....'i.....± 21. 33 a 

22 

23 The report shall be submitted to the White House, 

24 the Committees on Education and the Workforce of 

25 the House of Representatives, the Committee on 

October 13. 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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Labor and Human Resources of the Senate, and the1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

, 25 

October 13,1996 (3:44p.m.) 

Committees on Appropriations of the House of Rep­

resentatives and theSen::e::tdla~r.~~.~::!___, • 
ber 30, 1999, ,J~~ vI -,v-- - - .1'\" ~t 

(2) RESPONSE TO ii}f'eft1tb: t!!A1tlf. The Na- ~ YI 

, 
tional Assessment Governing Board shall develop 

and submit to the entities identified in paragraph 

(1) a report, not later than September 30, 1999, 

that addresses and responds to the findings reported 

by the National Academy of Sciences in the report 

entitled "Grading the Nation's Report Card: Evalu­

ating NAEP and Transforming the Assessment of 

EducationalX~that assert that the achieve­

ment levels the N atio~a1 Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP) are fundamentally 

flawed. 

(3) TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY.-The National 

Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study regarding 

the technical feasibility of including items from the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) or other tests in State and district assess· 

ments to provide a measure of individual student 

performance against the standards established by 

the Nationa1 Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math­
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1 ematics and the quality of the information regarding 

2 a student's performance that is to be provided to 

3 parents and teachers. The National Academy of 

4 Sciences shall Np&It ~e ~ M- the study to· the 

5 entities meBtitiQd in parasrapll (1) R8t 1*[ titad 

\\ 

Fc- 1> ""-"1 0 tY'l~~(::$ tc e~, c:::-; 

October 13,1998 (3:44p.m.) 
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Option 1: Senate Language 
Sec. 305. Notwithstanding any other provision ofFederal law, funds provided to the 
Department of Education or to an applicable program may not be used to field test, implement or 
administer any federally sponsored national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject: 
Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board 'shall retain exclusive authority over 
the development of voluntary national tests as described in Section 307 of the Department of 
Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 

Option 2: Restriction on Pilot Test With Individual ~cores (Consistent with Senate formal) 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, funds provided to the Department of 
Education or to an applicable program may not be used for a pilot test that would yield individual 
student, school, school district, or state scores as part of the development of~y federally 
sponsored voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to field test, 
implement or administer any such test; Provided, That'the ]:'Jational Assessment Governing 
Board shall retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as 
described in Section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 

Option 3: Restriction on Pilot Test and Field Test With Individual Scores (Consislentwith Senate 
formal) 

Not\:Vithstanding any other provision ofFederal law, funds provided to the Department of 
Education or to an applicable program may not be used for a pilot test or field test that would 
yield individual student, school, school district, or state scores ?s part of the development of any 
federally sponsored voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to 
implement or administer any such test; Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board 
shall retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described in 
Section 307 of the Department of Education AppropriationsAct, 1998. 

Option 4: Amendment to GEPA as in House provision 
NOTE: THIS APPROA CHAMENDS UNDERLYING, PERMANENT LAW; WE CAN 
ONLYACCEPT THIS APPROACH IF IT INCLUDES LANGUAGE RESTRIC.TING ITS 
APPLICATION TO FY 1999 FUNDS!!! 

Sec. 305- - Part C of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end thereof the following: 

"Sec. 447 Limitation on Federally Sponsored TestiJlg 

"(a) GENERAL LIMITATION.-- Notwithstanding any other provision ofFederal law, no funds 
provided to the Department of Education or to an applicable program in any Act in fiscal year 
1999 may be used for a pilot test that would yield individual student, school, school district, or 
state scores as part of the development of any federally sponsored voluntary national-test in 
reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to implement or administer any such test: 
Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall retain the exclusive authority 
over the development of voluntary national tests as described in section 307 of the Department of 



Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 
, . , . 

I 

(b) same as House bill (b) 



Option 1: Senate Language 
Sec. 305. Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, funds provided to the 
Department of Education or to an.applicable program may not be used to field test, implement or 
administer any federally sponsored national te.!?t in reading, mathematics, or anyother subject: 
Provided, Thatthe'National Assessment Governing Board shall retain exclusive authority over 
the development of voiunt~ national tests as described in Section 307 of the Department of 
Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 



Options for National Test Language 

Options 1-3 are drafted as free-standing amendments that would expire a~ the end 
Of FY1999. ' , " 

Option 1: Senate Language 

Sec. 305. Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, funds provided to the 

Department ofEducation or to an applicable program may not be used to field test, 


, ,implement or administer any federally sponsored national test in reading, mathematics, or 
any other subject: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall retain 
exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described in 
Section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998. ' 

Option 2: Restriction on Pilot Test With Individual Scores 
Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, no funds provided to the 

, Department of Education or to an applicable program inthis Act or in any other Act in 
fiscal year 1999 may be used for a pilot test that would yield individual student, school, 
school district, or state scores as part of the development of any federally sponsored 
voluntary national test ill reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to field test, , 
implement or administer any such test; Provided,That the National Assessment 
Governing Board shall retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary 
national tests as described in Section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations 
Act, 1998. 

Option 3: Restriction on Pilot Test and Field TestWith Individual Scores 
Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, no funds provided to ,the Department 
of Education or to ail applicable program in this Act or in any other Act in fiscal year 
1999 may be used for a pilot test or field test that would yield individual student, school, 
school district, or state scores as part of the development of any federally sponsored 
voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to implement or . 
administer any such test; Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall 
retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described 
in Section 307 of the Department ofEdu~ation Appropriations Act, 1998. 

,Option 4: Amendment to GEP A as in House provision 
NOTE: THIS APPROACH AMENDS UNDERLYING, PERMANENT LAW; WE, 

CAN ONLYACCEPT THIS APPROACH IF IT INCLUDES LANGUAGE 

RESTRICTING ITS APPLICATION TO FY 1999 FUNDS!!! 


Sec.305 Part C of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) is 

amended by adding at the end thereof the following: 




~J 

"Sec. 447 Limitation on Federally Sponsored Testing 

"(a) GENERAL LIMITATION.-- Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, , 
no funds provided to the Department of Education or to an applicable program in any Act 
in fiscal year 1999 may be used for a pilot test that would yield individual student, school, 
school district, or state scores as part of the development of any federally sponsored 
voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to implement or 
administer any such test: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall 
retain the exclusive authority over the development of voluntary national tests as 
described in section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 

(b) same as House bill (b) 
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The National Academy of Sciences shall .conduct a study to 
determine the feasibility of'including test items from the 
National Assessment of Education Progress or other tests in state 
and commercial assessments for the purpose of producing 
individual scores linked to the National Assessment of Education 
Progress achievement levels, in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
math. The study shall also examine the utility of the 
information provided ,by this procedure to pa;r:ents, teachers and 
students. The study shall be complet~d by June I, 1999. 

-". , 

(" 



Voluntary National Test 

Plans for the Pilot Test 

Pilot testing ofquestions developed for the voluntary national tests is scheduled for 
March 1999. Pilot testing is the final step in the process ofwriting test questions. The 
purpose is to detennine whether each question is good, the degree ofdifficulty of each 
question, and fairness, I.e., whether individual questions should be rejected for possible 
race, g~der, or cultural bias. This step occurs prior to the construction ofactual tests, 
which mvolve selecting test questions that reflect a spcCified range ofdiffieuliyand 
content that can be determined only on the basis of the data collected on the individual . 
items from the pilot test. . 

Since the focus of the pilot test is on the quality of the individual test questions, the data 
.collected will be analyzed question by question, not by individual student or school. . This 
data wi11 be used to reject or keep questions and to decide which que!';tions: will he 
selected to build comparable tesls foJ;' field testing. No individual student or school 
results will be reported from the pilot test. 

'The sample will be, generally, nationally representative. The size of the sample js 
detennined. in large part by the number ofquestions being tried out. The plan for March 
1999 is to try out about 1,100 questions, respectively, in reading and in math. In order to 
get stable infonnation, about 800 stu.dents need to take each test question. In reading, the 
1,100 questions will be divided into sets of45 questions; in mathematics, into sets of60 
questions. As a result of the pilot test, the number ofquestions will be witmowcd down 
to 270 and 360 for reading and mathamatics respectively, the number needed for 6 field 
test booklets each. 

The number ofschools in the sample will be 1,044 or about I percent of all U.S. schools .. 
The number of schools in the sample for 4th grade reading will be 672; for 8th grade 
mathematics 372. 

The number of students in the sample will be about 27,600 tor 4 111 grade reading test 
questions, or less than 1 percent ofall U.S. 4111 graders. The number of students in the 
sample will be aboul21,600 for 8th grade mathematics lest questions, again, less than I 
percent ofall U.S. 81h graders. . 

"'9!)VN Wd60:~ 96-9 -01 :A9 lN3S 



.,,..'" ,wr"'?:'!V')< ;<'l:.'" 

i __ - --",OCT-07-199821:29 

Sec. 30S Notwithstl1Ilding any other provision ofFede'raJ law, funds provided to the Department of 
Education or to an applicable program may not be used to field [est, implement or administer any federally 
sponsored national test in read.Ul:g. matlietffatics, or any other, subject: Provided, That the National 
Assessment Govem:ing Board etc. 
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. NotWithstanding any other provision ofFederal law, 'noJunds provided to the Department of Education or 
to an epplicabl,e program inthisAct or in any other Act in :fiscal year ]999 may be used for a pilot test that 
would yield i.ri.dividual student; school. school district, or state scores as part of the development of any . 
federally sponsored voluntary national lest in reading, mathcni.aties, or any other subject, or to implement 
or administer any ~ch ~S{: Provided. ThaltheNational Assessment Governing Board etc. 



.. OCT-07-1998 21: 29 OFC OF THE DEP SECY 202 401 9027 P.03/05 

Notwithstanding any other provision ofFedera11aw, no:futids provided to the Department of Education or 
to an applicable program in this Act or in any other Act in fiscal year 1999 may be used for a pilor test or 
field test that would yield individual stUdent, school, school district, .or state scores as prut ofthe:: 
development of any federally sponsored voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other .. I 

subject, or to implement or administer any sllch test; Provided, That the National Asscssimmt Governing 
Board etc. . 
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OF'FICE OF INSPE:CTOR GEI\'ERAL 

., 
For expenses necessary for the Office of Inspector 

J General, as authorized by section 212·of the Department 

4 of Education Organization Act, $31,242,000. 

5 GENE;R.AL PROVISIONS 

6 SEC. 301. No funds appropriated in' this, Act ma,..- be 

7 used for the transportation of students or teachers (or for 

8 the pnrchase of equipment for sueh transportation) in 

9 order to overcome racial imbalance in any school or scltool 

1.0 system, or for the transportation of sttIdents' or teachers 

11 (or for the purchase of equipment for such transportation) 

'12 in order to carry out a plan of racial desegregation of any 

13 school or school System. 

14 SEC. 302. None of the funds 'contained in this Act 

[5 shaD be used to require, directly or indirectl~·, the trans· 

. 16 portstion of any stud{mt to '8 school other theUi Ole school 

17 which is nearest the student's bome, except for 8 'student 

t8 requiring special ~ucation, to the school offering such 

9 special education, in orderr to comply with title VI 'Of the 
, '. ( . 

:0 Civil Rights Act of 1964. For the purpose of this section 
, , 

. an indirect requirement ottranspartation of students in­

2 eludes the transportation of students to carT;.\' out a plan 

3' invohoing the reorganization of the grade structure of 

schools, the pairing'of schools, or the clustering of schools, 

or any combination of grade restmctnring, pairing or CIU5­

.I. 46-103 

i 

tering. The prohibition descrlbed in ,this seetioli does not. 

2 include the establishment of magnet schools. 

3 SEC. 303. No funds appropriated under this Aet may 

4 be used to prevent. the implementation of prowams of 'VOI~ 

S nntarY prayer and meditation in tb\" puhlit- ~hools. 

6 (TRANSFER 0.' "'·!I.'~I' 
7 SEC. 304. Not 00 eXcc\'cl J I"·n...·nl uf any, discre­

8 tionary funds (pursuant to tilt' lIula".....! Uudget and 

9 Emergency Deficit Control At1..." IlDI('11(It..1J \\iUch are 

to appropriated for the Department uf Educ.'1ltiuD in -this A~ 

11 may be transferred between apJlJ"(t))riations.. hut no wch 

t2 appropriation shall be incrca.">t-d b,- morC .Uum 3 percent. ' , 

13 by any such ~sfcr: PruuitIe:d. 'nlst UU! Appropriations 

14 CommitteeS or bOth Houses oC·ConWcss are ootiJied at 

IS )east fifteen days in advance or an,' transfer. 

16 SEC, 305. Notwithstanding any oUaer provision of 

17 Federal, iaw,' funds provided to the Departmellt of E~n-, 

18 cation or to 'an applicable program, may not be used to 

19' field, test, implement or administer any federally spon.sored. 

20 national test' in ,reading, maUlcmaticS, or any other sub­

21 ject: Prot1ided, That the National AssessmentGoveming 

, . 22 Board shall retain the exclusive authority over the develop­

23 ment of voluntary national tests as described in section ' 

24 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 

25 1998. 
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• ,,11.1' ...-Iu<lelil. to H S(·hotll ul h"r IIHIII III\' sdluol 

" /IId, ;:.; 1It~"rest Um l>illtiCllt's hOIlW, (~Xt~('Pt for' a student. 

J I"l'i{llirillg: ~pcei'll c<ltication, to the xdlflor (lrrclill~ SUt!h 

4 spccini cuuc:itiou, in ordcr to comply \\ilh title \1 of' t.he 

5 Civil Ri:rliL<; .,Aet of 1964. For the pu rp<»sc of tltis section 

6 rln indirect requirement of trans.p011.atioti of studeut.<; in­

7 eludes the transportation of. students to carry out :I pL111 

8 involving the reorganization or· th~ Wm1c l-;tmcturo of 

9 school:!'>, the J:k'liring of schools, or the (:lt1stcrillg of schools, 

10 or nny combination of grade rc.stmcturillg, plliriug or clus­

11 tcring. The prohibition described in this. Rccti<m docs Hot 

J2 inehulc Ute <!Stablishment of magnet seiaools. 

l3 SF-C. 303. No fUJids appropriated un.der lhi~ .Act may 

J4 be used· to pre\'ent the impJementation of programs of vol­

IS nntary prayer and meditation in the public scllOols. 

16 rrRtiKsFER OF FUNDS) 


17 
 SEC. ·304.' Kot to exceed 1 percent of {IllY diserc­

18 tionaI')' funds (pursuant to .the Dalanccd Budget and 

19 Emergency DclicitControl Act, as nmcndctl) which nro 

20 appropriated for the Department of Edu(!ntion' in tJti~ .Act 

21 may be trnnsfcrrcd bctwccnnpproprintions, but 110 ~mch 

22 appropriat.ion sball be increnscd by more th.m 3' percent 

23 by nny such transfer: Prot.·ided,That Uae Appropriations 

24 Commilk-cs of both Houses of Con~ are notified at. 

25 Icast fifteen W';)"S in advance or any tr,mmcr. 

J.~ 

stuuS .0\(., (~O ti.~.C. l~al t't seq.) is ntlwlI<k'l.l hy mldiu~ 

at. tilt' (md l.h,~ roll()will~ 

"SEC. 447. PROHmlTION ON FEDERALLY SPONSORED TEST· 

..,( t. , 

~l':( '. :HI',. 1'.1\'" (. or Illl' 

2 

3 

4 

5 ING. 

6 U(a) Gt-:XlmAI, PltOUmITlOlI:.-l\otwitllst.o.nuing any 

7 other \lI'Ovisioll of F'L-clcnd law, funds provided to the Dc­

g partmcnt. of gdlU!<ltiOIl or to an applicable program, may 

9 uot he used to Ut:·"dtlp, pIau; implement (including pilot 

10 t.esting or field t.esting), or admjnistcr any fcdc.ra1ly spon­

II .sort"tl uat.iomd test ill remling, mathemat.ics, or any other 
.. 

12 SUt~L'(.1: Umt h~ not'spt'Cifically 
. 

and explicitly provided for 

13 in authorizing legi!'lalion enacted into law. 

14 "(0) EXCI:;l'1'IOl\R-Sub.scction (a) shall' not apply to 

15 the 'fhird International }'1athematics and Science Study 

16 or ot.her inlcrn.lliol'lal comparative assessments developed 

17 umler the nllthol'ily of section 404(3.)(6) of the Nlltlonal 

18 .Edurnlt..ioll Stati:;;tit'3 Ad, of 1994 (20. U.S.C. 9003(8)(6) 

19 ct SI..'<1.), and ndmini.stcrcd to onJy a representative sample 

20. of pnpil~ in the U nitLxl States and. in foreign nations .... ... 
21 S":C. 30G. Xotwiibstnndjng any other prm~sion of 

22 1:lW, :10)' institution o[ higher education which receives 

23 funds under title II [ of the Higher Education Act. except 

24 ror WilDts made nmlcr section 326, may use up to 20 per­

25 cent of its nWaI"I.l 

J.49-368 

mlucr part A or part B or the Act for 
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Thi~ section shall not apply. to the Thlrd Inter. 1 B or title IV of such .Act that is equal to or 'less than rr1 
, • tj 

2 national Mathematics and Science Study. the National As. 2 $5,000,000. n 
c 
D 

3 sessment of Education Progress or other interna~onaf 3 This title may be cited as the UDepartment or Edu- ;j
0 
z4 comparative assessments developed under the authority of 4 cation Appropriations Act, 1999". 


5 section 404(8)(6) of the National Education Statistics Act 
 S TITLE IV-RELATED AGENCIES 


6 of 1994 (20 U.8.C. 9003(&)(6) et seq.), and administered 
 6 AmIED FORCES RETIREMENT-HOllE 

7 to only B representative sample of pupils in the United 7 For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces Retire­
......8 States and in foreign nations .. 8 ment Home" to operate and maintain the United States ::? 

9 ,SEC. 306. Notwithstanding any other provision ,of 
tV 

9 Soldiers' and Airmen's Home and the United States Xaval 0 
tV 

10 law; any institution of higher education which receives 10 Home, to be paid' frOm' funds available in the Armed' ~ 
U) 

11 funds 'Onder title m or the Higher Edueation Act, except 11 ForceS Retirement Home Trust Fund, $70,745.000. or 
U1 
I 

, ' . ~ 

12 for grants made under section 326, may use up to 20 per- 12 which $15,717,000 shall be for construction and renm-a· ~ 
U1 

1 3 cent of its award under part A or part B of the Act for 13 lion of the physical plants at the United States sOldierS' 
14 endowment puilding purposes -authorized under section 14 and Ainnen's Home and the United States Xa~'8I Home. 

I 

(5 331. Any institution seeking to use part A.or P!lrt B funds IS CORPORATION FOR NATIONAl." AND CoJW11!\'1T\' SER\'JCE 

16 for endowment building purposes shaD indicate such inten•. 16 DO.MES'l'JC VOLm.wfESR SERVJCB PROGRAMS, OI"'BRATlNG 0 
n 
-l17 lion in its application to the SeCretary and shall abide by 17 

v 

EXPENSES 
0 

18 departmental regulations governing the endowment chal- 18 For expeQseS necessary for the Corporation (or Xa. en 
U) 

I 9 • Jenge grant program:. 19 tionaJ and Community Servioo to carry out the pfO\isions 
00 

20 SEC. 307. None Qf the funds made a,,-ailable in this 20 of.the Domestic VolunteeT Service Act of 1973. as amend· I-'­
w 

21 Act may. be used to" enforoe the requirements of section , [. 21 cd, $275,039,000. tV 
0/l

I22 428(b)(1)(U)(iii) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 . I 22 CoRPORAT10N FOR PuoLlC BRO.ADCASTL'\70 :z: 
, 

0 

23 with respect to any lender when it is made lmown to the 23 For payment to the CorporatioD for Public Broad- 0 

24 Federal official . having authority to obligate or expend 24 ea.st;ing. as authorized by the Communieations Act ·of 

" 
25 such funds that the lender has 8 loan portfolio under part 2S 1934; an amount which shall be availabJe within limita·: <=> 

~ 

.1......103 J.4&-lo:'I 
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ment to report to Congress within 90 days of enac:tment of this act 

on the actions taken on this issue. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR CENEl\AL 

APPl"OprilltiCftUl, 1998 ..... _ ••__..................... _ ... _ ...................__...... 
BudJe\ elt.imat.e. 1999 ...__................__.............«u......___.._......... 

Cammlttee :recommeDd.t:loD _••••••_••••••_ ...__....................... _ ........_.. 

IS0,242,000 
81,242.000 
31,242,000 

The Committee recommends $31,242,000 for the Office of the In­
spector General, $1.000,000 above the 1998 appropriation and the 
same as the admini5tra.tion request. . 

The Office of the ,Inspector General has the authority to inves­
tigate all departmental programs and administrative activities, in­
cluding those under contract or grant, to prevent and detect fraud 
and abuse, and to ensure the quality ana integrity of those pro­
grams. The Office investigates alleged misuse of Federal fimds, and 
conducts audits to determine compliance witb laws and regula­
tions, efficiency of operations, and effectiveness in achieving pro­
gram goals. . ' 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

The Committee bnt contains language which has been included 
in the bill Bin~ 1974, prohibiting the use of funds for the tTanspor·
tation. of students or teachers in order to overcome racial imbalance 
(sec. 301). , 

The Co:inmittee bID contains language included in the bill since 
lQ.77. prohibiting the trBl1l1portation of students other tha.n to the 
scbool nearest to the student's home (sec. 302). 

The Committee bill contains language which haS been included 
in the bill since 1980, prohibiting the use of funds to prevent the. 
implementation. of programs ofvoluntar,y prayer and 1llemtation in 
pu.blic: schools (sec. 803).. . 

The CotDmittee bill includes a provision giving the' Seeret.ar;Y or 
Education authority to tranSfer up to 1 percent ofany discretionary
funds between Ilpprop'riations (aec. 8(4). 

The Committee bill i.nc:ludes language probibiting the use or 
funds to field teat, imple1llent, or ad..minilter any federally 'pon­

[;. ored national teat (aec. 305). 
The Committee bill includes language requiring institutions of 

higber education to include in applications to the Secretary regard­
iqfunds to be used for endowment challellle ets (sec. 80S). 

The Cozmnittee bill includes 1angu~e "gar' tbe enforcement 
of certaJ.n provisions of the Higher Education Act 'With reapect to 
lender loan POrtfOUOB that is· equal to or less the $5,000,000 (sec:.
807).' ,. 
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Sec; 305 Part C of the General Education ProVisions Act (20 U.S;C. ]231 et seq.) is amended by adding 
at the end thereof the follovving; 

"Sec. 447 Limitation on FederlllJy Sponsored Testing 

"(n) GENERAL LIMITATION.-- Notwithstanding any other provision ofFederal law. no fimds provided 
. to the Department ofEducation or to an applicable program in any Act in fiscal year 1999 may be used for 

a pilot'tt:st that would yield individual student, school, school district, or state sCores as part of the 
development of any federally sponsored VO]W1taly national test in reading, mathematics, or any other 
subject. or to implement or administer any sllchtest: Provided. That the National Assessment Govei:ning 
Board shall retain the exclusive authority over the development ofvohmtary national tests as described in 
section 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Act, 1998. 

(b) same as House bill (b) 

TOTAL P.05 




.' 


"Sec. 305. Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, funds provided to the 
Department-of Education or to an.::applicable program may not be used to pilot test, field test 
implement or administer, any federally sponsored voluntary national lest in reading, 
mathematics, or any other subject, yielding individual student, school, school district or state 
scores: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board shall retain the exclusive 
authority over the development of voluntary national tests as described in section 307 of the 
Department ofEducation Appropriations Act, 1998.'" 
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Notwithstanding any other provision of federal Jaw, no funds provided to the Department of Education or 

to an applicable program in this Act or in any other Act in fiscal year 1999 may be used for a pilot test that 

would yield individual student, school, school district, or state scores as part of the development of any 

federally sponsored voluntary national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject, or to implement 

or administer any sucb test; Provided, That the National Assessment Governing Board etc. 
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. . I . ,
Notwithstanding any other proviSion of Fedenitl law; no funds provided to the Department of Edueation or 
to an applicable program in this Act or in a6y ,other Act in fiscal year 1999 maY'be used for a pilot test or . 
field test that would yield individual stude~t, school, school district, or'state scores as part of the 
de"elopme~t ofany federally sponsored vqluntary national test in reading. mathematics, or any other 
subject, or to implement or administer any fUCh test; Provided, That the National Assessment Governing 
Board etc. . . . . 
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Sec. 305 Notwithstanding a..ny other provision of Federal law. funds provided to the Dcpartinent of 
Education or to an applicable program may not be used [0 field tesr, implement or administer any federally 
sponsored national test in reading, mathematics, or any other subject: Provided, That the National 
Assessment Governing Board etc. 
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OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GEl\'ERAL 

2 For expenses necessary for the Office or lnspcctor 

3 General, as authorized ~Y section 212-of the Department 

4 of Education Organization Act, $31,242,000. 

5 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

. 6 SEc. 301. No funds appropriated in' this. Act may be 

7 used for .the transportation or students ortcaeJicrs (or for 

8 the purchase of equipment for such transportation) in 

9 order to overcome racial im'b:Wanee in any sebool or school 

10 system, or for the transportation of students or teachers 

11 (or for the purchase of equipment for such transportation) 

12 iri order to earry out a pian of racial desegregatiotl of any 

13 school or schoolsystem. 

14 SEC. 302. None of the fwids contained in this Act 

15 shall be used to requ~, direCtly or indirectl),', the trans­

16 portation of any student to a school other than tJle school 

17 which is nearest. the student's home, exeept for a student 

1B requiring special education., to the sChool offering such 

19' specisleducation, .in Order to comply with title \,1 of the 

:0 Civil Rights Act of 1964. Fortbe.purpose of this section 

~ 1 an indireel requirement of transportation of sttzdents in­

.') eludes the transportation of students to carry out a plan 

, 3 invo1v:ing the reorganization of the grade stroeture of 

schools, the pairing of schools, or the clustering of schools, 

.., or any combination of grade reStrnctnring, pairing orclus­

_._ Ht'1i&'"..· iTl'-rr: 

,1 tering. The prohibition described in this section' does not 


2 include thecstablishmcnt of magnet schools. 


3 SEC. 303. No funds appropriated tinder this Act may 


4 be used to prevent the implementadon of J>l'OJ!11UnS of1'01· 


5 'Dntary prayer 8lld meditation in thl' publit" KClaools. 


6 (TRANSFER OF "":\"~I .­
7 SEC. 304:. Not to exceed J Jtt"';"·lli. uf any discre­

8 tionary funds (punmant to tl... n.t.u.JIC'I'Il nudget and 


9 Emergenq Deficit Cont~l .At't. ~ nm('1uit'dl which are 


10 appropriated fOr the DepartmC11t vi" Edut'lltiull in this ~ . 

11 may be transferred between approsmation.t;. but DO such 

12 appropriation shaD be increased b.r mort! tlum 3 percent 

13· by any such transfer: PrauUkd, Tllat the Appropriati011S 

14 Committees of both IJouses of Congress are nOtmedat. 

. 15 . least fifteen days in advance of any transf'er. 

16 SEC. 305. Notwithstanding' a.ny other pmision of 

17 Federal 1aw, mnds provided to the Department of ~. , 

18 cation or to an applicable program. may not be used to 

19 field test, implement Or administer any federally spo!lSOred.. 
20 national test inroading, mathematics, or any other sub­

21 jeet: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing 

22 Board shall retain the exclusive authority 0'Ver the cIeveIop-o 

23 ,ment of voluntary national tests as described in section 

24 307 of the Department of .Education Appropriations Act, 

2S 1998 . 
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I . OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GE!\'ERAL 

') For expenses neoossary for the Office of lnspcctor 

3 . General, as authorized by section 212·of the Department 

4 of Edncation Organization Act, $31,242,000. 
.. 

5 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

6 SEc. 301. .No funds appropriated in this. Act may be 

. 7 used for the tra:nsportatiOIi of students or teachers (or for 

8 the purehase of equipment for such transportation) in 

9 order to overcome racial imbalance in any schoo)· or school 

10 system, or for the transportation of students· or teachers 

11 {or for the purehasc of equipment for such transportation) 

12 in order to earry out a plan of racial desegregation of any 

13 school or school system.. 

. 14 SEC. 302. None of the· fmids oontained in this Act 


15 shall be used to require, directly 9I" indirectlYt the trans­

16 portation oj any stndent to a school other than the school 


17 which is neareSt. the student's home, exeept fDr a student 


18 requiring special education, to the sChool offering such 


19 spee:ialeducation, in order to comply with title VI of the 


:0 Uvil ~ts Act of 1964. For the purpose of this t!cction 


~ 1 an indirect requirement of transportation of students. in­


,'} clades the transportation of students to carry out a plan 


·3 involving the reorganization or the grade straeturc of 


schools, the pairi~ of schools, Dr the clustering ofschools, 

-} or any combination of grade restructuring, pairing or clus~ 

S' ''''-..;!.,'''",;::e:::. 

2 

3 SEC. 303.. No funds appropriated under thisAcl may 

4 be used to prevent the implementation of J'roft1"i!mB of vol­
>. 

5 tmtary prayer and meditation in the pul,li(" I«!bools. 

6 (TRANSFER OF ""'~1~1 .­

7 SEC. 304. Not to e:x:ect"(l I JIi!"monl uf any discre­
. 

8 tiDnary funds (punroant to till'. U.Jam·...:. Uudget. and 
. 
9 Emergency Deficit Control At'l. ,.,. nmc"fui«'dJ "inch are 

I 0 appropriated for the Department of Edueatiull in this Act 

II may be transferTed. betweel1, aPJlZ'Ol)riatinns. but DO such 

12 appropriation shaU beinercased by more UUID 3 percent 
. 

13 by any such tnmsfer. Prouided, That· the .AJlpropriations 

·14 Committees of both lIouses or Congress arc nOtified at 

IS least fifteen day:! in advance or any transfer. 

16 SEC. 305. Notwithstanding any otlLer. pJ"O\rision of 

17 .Fed~ law, mnds pl'O'rided to ~ Department of~. 

18 cation or:to an applicable program, may.notbe.1Jsedto· 

19 field test, implement or administer any federally sponsored 

20 national tCst in .reading, mathematics, or any other sub­

'21 jeet: ~ That the National .AssessmentGoveming 

22 Board shall retain tlJe excJ.usive authority over the develop­

2J ment oCvoluntary national tests as described in section 

24 307 of the Dcp~ent of .Education Appropriations Aet, 

25 1998. 
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OFFlCE OF INSPECTOR GEl\'ERAL' . 

., For expenses necessary for the Office of lnsp<rlor 

3 General, as authorized by section 212, of the Department 

4 of'Edncation Organization Act, $31,242,000. 
.. 

5 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

6 SEc. 301. No funds appropriated in this. Act ma~' be 

7 used for the transporUltion of students or teachers (oJ' for 

8 the purchase of equipment for Such transportation) in 

9 order to overcome racial imbalanee in any school or school 

10 system, or for the transportation of students or teachers 

11 (or for the purchase of eqUipment for such transportation) 

12 in order to ea:rry out a plan of racial deseg:x:cgatiOli of any 

13 school or school system. ' 

14 SEC. 302. None of the funds contaiMd intrus Act 

15 shall be used·to require, direet1y or indirectl)", the trans· 

16 portation of any student to a school other than tIte school 

17 which is nearest. ·the student's home, except for a student 

18 requiring special education, to the sChool offering Such 

19 speclaleducation, in order to eomply with title VI of the 

;0 Civil RightsAet of 1964. FOT the purpose oC this section 

~ Ian indirret requirement of transportation oC stadcnts in· 

: 2 eludes the transportation of students to earry out a plan 

: 3 involving the reorganization oC the grade strocture oC 

schools, tllCpairing of schools, or the clustering oC schools, 

-; or any combination of grade restructuring, pairing or elus· 

2 include the establishment of magnet schools. 

3 SEC. '303. No funds appropriated under this Ad may 

4 be used to p~nt the implementation of )rGltf8JDS of vol· 
'. 

S untary prayer and meditation in the puhlif' Hehools. 

6 (TRANSFER OF """:\1>:00:1 .­

7 SEC.' 304..Not to exCCl:'l:I I )It'm!°nl ur any··..disere-­

8 tionary' funds (pursuant to dll' UaJarn'l'C1 Jludget and 

9 Emergency Deficit Control At"l. &1Il llmc"tult..U "iUch are 

10 appropriated for the Department of Eduratiu.I in this ~ 

II may be transferred between appl'Olmations. but no such 

12 appropriation shali be ·increased by more Uum 3 percimt 

I3 by any such tranSre:r: PrwitIed, Tllot the Appropriatioas 

14 Commit.tees. of bot.h 1I0uses of Congress are' nOtified at. 

15 least fifteen day:s hi advance DC any transtcr. 

16 SEC. 305. Notwithstanding any other pnnrision.of 

J7 Federal law, mnds provided to the Department of ~. 

18 cation or to an applicable program, may not be 'Dsed to 

19 fie1d test, impJeJ:ncnt or administer any federally sponsored 

20 national test in reading, mathematics, or any other sob­

21 jeet: ProvidI:d, That the National Assessment Governing 

22 Board shall retain the exclusive authority over the develop­

23 ment of 'VOluntary national tests as described in section 

. 24 307 of the Department of Education Appropriations Ad, 

25 1998.. 
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March 1999 8th grade mathematics 21,600 372 
March 2000 4th grade reading 20,800 506 
March 2000 8th grade mathematics 16,600 286 
March 2001 4th grade reading 20,800 ,506 
March 2001 8th grade mathematics 16,600 286 

Alternative ways to say "pilot test": test item validation, test question evaluation, item tryouts, 
piloting test items. 

Do we still need $15 million for VNT? No. The absolute minimum that would be necessary to 
continue ongoing test development would be $3 million. This would include $1.5 million for the 
National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) to continlJe developing and refining test items, and 
$1.5 million for the National Academy of Sciences to continue evaluating the initiative. However, 
these numbers are very rough estimates. Contracts for the tests are still being negotiated with 
multiple parties, and the Department would strongly prefer a total of $5 million in FY 1999 funds to 
,allow for some flexibility and to account for unforseen costs. 

Message Copied To: 

Wei-Min C. Wang/OMB/EOP 
Wayne Upshaw/OMB/EOP 
Barry White/OMB/EOP 
Mary I. Cassell/OMB/EOP 
Barbara Chow/OMB/EOP 

lq. 
(9 



,Adina_Kole @ ed.gov 

10/07/98 12:29:00 PM 


Record Type: Record 

To: Michael Cohen 

cc: 

Subject: Re: 


David, Sue, Paul and Mike, 

I had a discussion with Steve Winnick about this suggested language. 
We don't think that adding this language, about trial administration 
will accomplish the objective of authorizing pilot tests. We would 
suggest adding some of the suggested report language into the statute, 
to read: 

"program may not be used for a trial administration yielding 

individual student, school, district or state scores, field test, or 

to implement or administer any federally sponsored" 


Additionally, we note that the Senate language does not preclu'de use 

of FY 1997 funds for pilot tests, in the same manner that the 1998 

appropriations bill did. As you undoubtedly recall, Section 304" of 

the 1998 bill prohibited the use of FY 1997 funds for pilots because 

of the language that states "no funds provided to the Department of 

Education or to an applicable program of the GEPA, in this Act or in 

any other Act in fiscal year 1998, may be used to field test, pilot 

test," etc. Since the current Senate language does not include the 

language "in this Act or in any other Act" we believe, as a legal 

matter, that it would be okay to use FY 1997 funds in FY 1999, since 

any of the prohibitions in the FY 1999 appropriations act would only 

be applicable to FY 1999 funds~ 


Adina 


We have lots of suggestions. This is the current state of play. 

Please email your responses to eve:ryone listed above I will be out of " 

the office of an hour, but Sue will be around. 


Thanks 


David 


Working text 




Senate Section 305. 

change line 3 and 4 to ' 

"program may not be used for a trial administration or field test, or 
to implement or administer any federally sponsored" 

Suggested report language 

The conferees agree that there should be no trial administration of a 
voluntary national test in fiscal year 1999. 

The conferees further agree that the development of ,items in fiscal 
year 1999 shall not yield individual student, school, district, or' 
state scores. 

The bill also provides that the National Assessment Governing Board' 
shall retain the exclusive authority over the contract for the ' 
development of voluntary tests and test items [including evaluating 
whether individual items are appropriate and fair based on student 
responses to the items]. 

,'~. . 



Vo.1untary National Test 

Plans lor the Pilot Test 

Pilot testing ofquestions deveJoped for the voluntary national' tests is scheduled for 
March 1999. Pilottesting is the Jinal step in the process.ofwriting test q~~estions. The 
purpose is .to detennil1e whetilcr each qp.estiQn is good, the degree of di fficulty of each 
question, andfaimess, i.e., whetherindividuaI questions should be n~.iceted for possible 
race, gender. or cultural bias. This step occurs prior to the construction of actual tests, 
which involve selecting test questions that reflect a specified range ofdifficulty and 
content that can be detennincd only on the basis of lhe data collected 011 the individual 
items from the pilot test. . . . 

Since the focus of1he pilot test is on the quality ofthe individual test questions. the data 
collected 'will be analyzed question by question, not by individual st1.1dcnt or schooL T~s 
data will be used to reject or keep questions and to decide which question~ will be· 
selected to build comparable tests for field testing. No individual student pr school 
results will be reported from the pilot test. 

The samp.le win he, generally, nationally representative. The size ofthe sample is 
detenTIlned in large part hy the number ofquestions heing tried out. The plan for March 
1999 is to tryout about 1,.1 00 questions, r~spectivc1y, in reading ~d in· math. In order to 
get stable infonnation, about 800 students need to take eaeh ttlst question. In reaQing, the 
1,100 questions. will be divided into sets of 45 questions; inlnathematics. into sets of 60 
questions. As a result of the pilot test., the nwnber of questions will be winnowed down 
to 270 and 360 for reading and mathematicl; respectiv,eiy. the number needed for 6 field 
test booklets each. . '. . 

. The number of schools in the sample will be 1,044 or'about I percent of an U.S~ scho.ols. 
The number of schools in the sample for 4th grade reading will be 674; for 8th grade 
mathematics 372. 

The number of students in the samplewill he about 27,600 for 4th gra4e reading test 
questions, or less th,a:l1 1 percent ofall U.s. 4th graclers. The number of students in the 
sample will be about 21.600 for 8th grade mathematics test questions, again, less thart 1 
percent of all U.S. gth graders. . . . . 

:A9 IN3SWd~f:l 96-9-016 16 #:19SS9Sl'6 ....9DVN 
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,F:\RG\EDUCAnO\nST9,.0Cn 
; 

1 SEC.~. NATIONAL,TEsTING. . i 
I . 

2 (a) IN GENER.A.L•....;..Part C of the General Education 

3' Provisions .Act (20 U.S.C. 1231 et seq;) is amendCd by 
, I ". . . . .• 

I 

4 addblg a~ the end the following: 
I .. . 

S, "SEC. 447.;PROHlBfrION ON FEDERALLY SPONSORBD TEST­

6 ING. 

1 U(a) iGENERAL PBoBmITlON.-'Notwithstanding any 


. 8 ~ prcMsion of· Federal law and except as pl"OVided in 


9 subseetion (b). nofurids provided to the Department of 


10 Education or to an applieable program, may be used ,to 


11pilottest~ field test, implement,' administer 01' distribute 


·12 in any "'., any federally sponsored national test in read... 
, . . 

13 iag, ma~ematiCB, or any other subjeet that is not apccifi­

14 cally and! explicitly provided far in authorizing legislation 

15 enactod into law. 

16 "(b)i EXC~""J'JONS.-Subscction (a) ~ not apply to 

17 therJ~i~ International Mathematics and Science Study 

18 or other hlterliational comparative assessments dcvelQped 

'J~ under the authority of &cction 404(a)(6) of the National 

20 EducatiOn Statistics Act of 1994(20 U.S.C. 9003(a)(6) . 

21 et seq.) ~d adniinistered to only a repre.~ntative ~mple 
., . .. 

21 of pupiJ8 in the United 
' 

States 1DdiD. foreign nations.". 

23 (b) JAUTlIORTTV OF NA'rJONAII AsSESSlIENT Gov. 
'i .' .

24 EBNING ;BOARD.~bject t() section 447· ,of the General 

'25 Edueatirin Provisious Act, the exclusiVe authonty ove~ the 

, 16 dircetiorl and all policiesa,nd guidolines for deve10ping vol­

, ' 

~, 1J. 1,,, ~1 p.Ift.) 
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2 
, i , 

1 untary national tests pumlant to contract RJ97153001 
! 

2 previousb1
! 

entered into between the United Stutes Depart-
I 

J mcnt of ~cation and the American Institutes for Re-
I 

4 search 'aDd executed on August 15, 1991, and subse-, 

5 quel1tly ~octifjcd by the National .Assessment Governing 

,6 Board on! Februmy 11, 1998, 'shall continue to be vested 
I 

7 in the N~tional Assessment Governing Board established 
, 
i 

8 under scetion 412 of the National Education Statistics .Act 
i 

9 of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9011). 
. ~ 

10 (0) STU1>IE8.­
i 

, 11 i(l) P'uB.POSB, J)'JiiFDm'ION, .AND ACHIEVEMENT 

12 I.iBV'BLS.-Thc National Assessment. Governing 

13 Board shall delenninc' and clearly articulate in a ro.. , 

14 pOrt: tho purpose and intended usc .of any proposed 

IS fcdcraUy sponsorwl IlaLionaJ test.' Such report shall 
i ' 

16 also! includo-, 

17 (A) 'a deflnition of the meaning of the term 
. '. , . 

18 , '\'oluntary" in regards to the adm;n;Rtration of 

19 ! any national test; and 

20 (S) a description of the achiC!\'ement levels 

21 '; and reporting methods tA> be ueed in grading 

22 : any national teat. 
, 

23 Th~ report Rhan be submitted to, the 'W'hite House, , 
, 

24 the! Committees' on Education and the Workforce of 

25 theillouae or RepresentativeR" the Committee on 

http:F;\RC\mUcATlO\T!S'I1J9.dn
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F:\RG\2DUCAnO\TSSTti.oOl 

, 
3 

1 Labo~ and liUlnaD &.ourceS of the SeDate. and the 
.' ! . . 

,1 ' 
2 Co~ttccs on Appropriations of tlte ,Hvuae of Rep­

3 resentatives and the Senate not later than Beptem­

4 ber ap, 
, 

1999.' 

S (2) Rv..sPONSE 1'0 REPOwr.-The <National As· 

6 sessnient Governing BOard <shall dcvclop and submit 

7 to the entities identified, in paragraph (l) a report, < 

8 not l~ter t.ban September 30, 1999. that addres.1:;CS 

9 and responds to thciindings repOrted by ~e Na· 

10 tiona! Academy of Sciences in the report etltitled 
I , 

11 "G1"~g the ,Nation·s Report Card: Ev8luating 

12 , N~P and< Transfonning tbe ~lSCSsmerit of Edu­

13 catiopal Pro~csstt that asSert that the achievement' 
i 

14 level. of tllC~ National Assessment of Educational 
! ' 

IS Progl'CSI (NAEP) arc ftlTuJamentaDy fiawCd. ' 

16 :(3) ,TECHNrCAL FEASJlIIJ.ITY.-The National 

17 Aca4emy of<Seienees shall cOnduct a study ~ding 

18 'the tcebnica1 feasibility, validity,&Dd reliability of in­

19 cluding test items from the' Nation8l .Aa.tessment of 

20 Ed-a~tional Prognss (NAEP) fot 4th grade reading 

21 and 18th grade mathemaUC.s or from Giber. testa in 

22 State· and distri~ assess.enta <for the purpose of ... 

23 . proViding a common· mca.wre of individual student . 

24 performance. The National Academy. ·of ScienceS.· 

2S <shd submit, ~ <the entitios idcntif'ied under para­

0IItDbrI, U,'. (8:21111·"'·) 
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4· 

1 grap~ (1), an interim progress report not later than. 
; . , . 

2 ' Junc!30, 19,99. and a tinal report Dot ~ter than Sep.' 
.' " 

3 tember. SOp 1999. 

", 

" , 

, 
: ' 

0QQber ".,. (121 p."", 
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F:\RG\EDUCATIO\TEST99.001 

1 SEC._, 


2 (a) IN GENERAL.-Part C of the General Education 


3 Provisions Act (20 U~S.C. 1231, et seq.) is amended by 


4 adding at the end the following: 


5 ~SEC. 447. PROIUBITION ON FEDERALLY SPONSORED TEST· 


6 INC. 


7 "(a) GENERAli PRoHIBiTIO~.-Notwithstanding any 


8 other provision of Federal law ~d except as provided in 

'., 

9 subsection (b), no funds provided to the Department of 

10 Education or to an applicable program, may be used to 

11 pilot test, field test, implement, administer or' distribute . 

12 in any way any federally sponsored national test in read­

13 ing, mathematics, or any other subject that is not specifi­

14 cally and explicitly provided for in authorizing legislation 

15 enacted into law. 

16 (b) ExCEPTIONs.-Subsection (a) shall not apply to 

17 the Third International Mathematics and Science Study 

18 or other international· comparative assessments developed 

19 under the authority of section 404(8.)(6) of the National . \ . 

20 Education Statistics Act of 1994 (20 U ~S.C. 9003(a)(6) 

21 et seq.) and administered to only a representative sample 

22 of pupils in the UniW States and in foreign nations.". 

23 (b) AUTHORITY OF NATIONAL. AsSESSMENT Gov­

24 ER..'IIilNG BoARD.-Subject to section 447 of the General 

25 Education Provisions Act, the exclusive authority over the 

26 direction and all policies and guidelines for developing vol~ 

October 13, 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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2 


1 untary national tests pursuant to' contract RJ97153001 


2 previously entered into between the' United States Depart· 


3 ment ,of Education and the American Institutes for Re­

4 search and executed on August 15, 1997, and subse­

5 quently modified by the National Assessment Goverillng 

6 Board on February 11, 1998, shall continue to be vested' 
( , 

'1 in the' National Assessment Governing Board ,established 

8 under section 412 of the National Education Statistics Act IJ 1" • 
9 of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 9011). ~~-

10 (c) STUDIES.- ,) 

11 (I) PuRPOSE,lJIJIIJ DEFINITION'-.The Nationsl 

12 . Assessment Governing B~all dete!f and 

13 • clearly arti~ in a report!P~!, :::;.. £OF 

14 Irmt, MIS intended us¥~f any proposed federally 

15 sponsored test. Such report shall also include­

16 (.A) a definition of the meaning of th~ term 

17 "volun~' in re2:rdS' to the sMepU1€nt or ""t 
.u, ~ • 'ef' . -,

18 mriili,:;=~ :;t'national test; aJ;ld 
, 

' . . ~ 

\ ~ . \" " 

- .; . {I' 

19 (B) a description of the achievement"levels' , 
.~, :?;,~. . 

20 and reporting methods to be used ingradirig'" 

21 any national test. '.j lit.......i8lWJlaip Ldb i L 

22 

23 The report shall be submitted~ to the White. House, 

24 the Committees on Education and .the Workforce' of 
.~" }~~ ~ 

25 the House of &presentatives, the' Committee on 

../ 

October 13,1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 . 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

. 25 

October 13, 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 

Labor and Human Resources of the Senate, and the 


Committees on Appropriations of the House of Rep- ' 


resentatives and the Se~:e::t8la~'_~~.~;;:..."'.7 _, • 

ber 30, 1999. ,.;~ ~ v, .1"\,. ~t 
(2) RESPONSE TO iilf'Ott.,... e1iXlY. The Na- 1.LIl.f" VI 

tiona! Assessment Governing Board shall develop 

and submit to the entities identified in paragraph 

(1) a report, not later than September 30, 1999, 


that addresses and responds to the findings reported 


by the National Academy of Sciences in the report 


entitled "Grading the Nation's Report Card: Evalu­

ating NAEP and Transforming the Assessment of 


EducationalpZ'~that assert that the achieve­

ment levels the National ',Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP) are fundamentally 

. flawed. 

(3) TECHNICAL FE.ASlBILITY.-The National 
.' , 

Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study regarding 


the technical .feasibility of including items from: the 


National Assessment of Educational Progress 


(NAEP) or other tests in State and district assess­

ments to ,provide a measure of individual student 


performance against the standards established. by 


the National Assessment of Educational Progress 


(NAEP) for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math­
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1 ematics and the quality of the information regarding 

2 a student's performance that is to be pro\i.ded to 

3 parents and teachers. The National Academy of 

4 Sciences shall Npert ~e reaul~ ef the stady to ttm 

5 entities h~eBtiQig jp paralFilpl'l (1) AS" 1*1 than 

6 '7 Bti"e",)'eL af!,:1~99 =­

... !-~~~ ~ 4M "'T'~' J~U ~* 1ft ~ -.-- . -.~I --

OCtober 13. 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 



F:\RG\EDUCATlO\TEST99.001 

1 	SEC.~. 

2 . '. (a) IN GENERAL.-Part Cof the Gene~al Education 


3 Provisions, Act (20 U.S.C. 1231 et'seq.) is amended by 


4 adding at the end the following: 


5 ~SEC. 447. PROHIBmON ON FEDER.ALLY SPONSORED TEST· 


6 INC. ' 

7 "(a) GENERAL PBoHIBiTIO~.-Notwithstanding any 

8 other provision of Federal law ~d except as provided in 

9 . subsection (b), no funds provided ~o the !?epartment of 

. 10 Education or to an applicable program, maY,be used to 

11 pilot test, field test, implement, administe~ or distribute 
, ,. . ' . 

12 in any way any federally sponsored national test in read.;. 


13 mg,' mathematic~, 'or any other subject/that is ~ot speci5.. 


14 eaJly &Ad expliaitly p1=Ovid.ed for is ali-theFiiBBg legisl6ti9Jl 4 


15, eaaeted: iftte iaw. 


16 (b) ExCEPTlONS.-Subsection (a) shall not apply, to 


,17 the Third International Mathematies' and Science Study 


18 or other international eomparative assessments developed 


19 ·Wider the authority of section 404(a)(6) of the National 


20 Education Statistics Act of 1994 (20 U .S.C. 9003(a)(6) 


"' 	 21 et seq.) and administered to only a representative ~ple 

22 of pupils in the United States and in foreign nations.". 

23 (b), AUTHORITY OF NATIONAL AsSEssMENT Gov­
24 ERNING BoARD.-Subject to section 44 7 of the General 

2S Education Provisions Act,. the eXclusive authoriiy over the' 

26 direction and all ~licies ~nd guidelines for developing vol­

. October 13. 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 
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1 untary national tests 'pursuant to contract RJ97153001 

2 previously entered into between the United States Depart- . 

3 ment of Education and the American Institutes for &- . 

4 search and executed; on August 15, 1997, and subse­

5. quently modified by the National Assessment Governing 

6 Board on February 11, 1998, shall.continue to be vested . 

7 iIi the· National. Assessment Governing Boa.rd established 

8 under section 412 of the National Education Statistics Act A' 'J". 
9 of1994 (20 U.S.C. 9011). ~~-

10 (c) STUDIES.-	 ,) 

11 (1) PuRPOSE JtIIII6 DEFINITION.-The National 
" 

12 Assessment Governing 	
. 

and 

13 	 . clearly arti~ in a 

14 mat, _Ii in~nded us¥~f any proposed federally 

15 sponsored test. Such report shall also include­

16 	 (A) a detinition of the meaning of the term 

17 :;;.o~,•~,~ to the Hvelepment or ­
18 ~~4.:7natio~ test; and 

19 (B) a <icscription of the achi~ment levels 

20 and. reporting methods to be used,' in grading 

21 any national test. _liiS ........i...,._t. d 

23 The report shall be submitted to the White House, 

24 the Committees on Education and the Workforce of 

25 the Honse of Representatives, the Committee on 

October 13, 1998 (3:44 p.m.) 

purpose, ~~"forr:' 

22 

, .. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

. F:\RC\EDUCATIO\TEST99.001 


3 

Labor and Human Resourc~s of the Senate, and the 
. .'. . . 

Committees on Appropriations of the House.of Rep- . 

resentatives and.the Senate n~t later than Sep~,;-'!7 .," 

ber 3(~)l:~NSE TO ~~ Na- ~ 

tiona! Assessment . Governing Board shall develop 

and submit to the entities ideIitlqed in. paragraph 

(1) a report, not later tha~ September 30, 1999, 

that addresses and responds to the findings reported 
. , . 

by the National Academy of Sciences in the report 
, 

entitled "Grading the Nation's RePort' Card: Evalu- . 

ating NAEP and Transforming the Assessment of 

EdueationBl::z::..~that assert that the achieve­

ment levels the National .Assessment of 

Educational Progress (NAEP) are fundamentally 

flawed. 

(3) TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY.-The National .. 
Academy of Scienees shall conduct a study regarding 

the technical feasibility of including items from the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) or other tests in State and district assess .. 

ments to provide. a mea.su.re of individual student 

performance against the standards established by 

the National Assessment of Educational Progress 

. (NAEP) for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math~ 

October 13,1998 (3:44 p.m.) 

http:mea.su.re


F:\RG\EDUCATlO\ TEST99.001 

1 

4 
. . 

ematics and the quality of the. information regarding 

2 a student's performance that is to be pro,,1ded to 

3 parents and teachers. The. National' Academy of 

4 . Sciences shall Nl'eri{,fte reeliltsef thestady to ttIe 

5 entities i~eBtmQd in paragraph (1)R8~ 1atel than 

6 >:: Bei"embe:c Sf) :H9" ,.
• III " ' 

........~ . 
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Sec. Notwithstanding any other provisions of Federal law , funds provided to the 

Departrrient of Education or to an applicable program may not be used to pilot test, 

field test, implement or administer any federally sponsored national test in reading, 


. mathematics or any other subject: Provided, That the National Assessment Governing 
Board (NAGB) shall retain exclusive authority over the development of voluntary 
national tests as described in Section 307 of the Department ofEducation Appropriations 
Act, 1998; and provided further, that NAGB conduct studies to determine the 
technical quality oftest items for the purpose 0 incorporating those items in state or local 
tests in order to measure student progress again t National Assessment ofEduction 
Progress ben.chmarks. . . hJf 
AND 

The National Academy of Sciences shall conduct a study of the technical feasibility of 

including items from the N a:tional Assessment of Educational Progress or other tests 

into state and district assessments to provide·a measure of individual student 

performance against National Assessment ofEducational Progress standards in 4th 

grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The National Academy of Sciences shall 

report the results of the study to Congress by June 1, 1999. 


Report Language 

The Committee bill provides that the National Assessment Governing Board retains 

exclusive authority over the policies, direction·and guidelines for voluntary national 

tests for 4th grade reading and,8th grade math. The bill includes language prohibiting 

the use of funds to pilot test, field test, implement; or administer any federally 


. sponsored national tests. 

The Committee recognizes that many states and local communities· have already 
developed tests aligned with state and local academic standards, and may wish to have 
an efficierit way of also determining how,well students perform relative to the National 
Assessment of Education Progress achievement levels. Therefore, the bill also 
provides that the National Academy of Sciences conduct a stUdy to determine the. 
feasibility of incorporating items from NAEP or other tests into state or local tests for ') 
these purposes: Further, the Committee bill permits NAGB to conduct studies to 
determine the technical quality of any test items for the purpose of incorporating them 
into state or local tests. These studies may address such issues as: how well students 
understand and interpret the questions; how different ethnic, racial or gender groups 
respond to the questions; whether the questions measure the content area they are 
supposed to measure; whether the questions are too easy or too difficult for the target 
population; -whether the questions assess the range of skills and abilities of all the 
students; and whether the questions are appropriate for the grade leveL 



Sec. Notwithstanding any other provisions of Federal law , funds provide<;l to the 
Department of Education or to an applicable program may not be used to field test, 
implement or administer any federally sponsored national test in reading, mathematics 
or any other subject that is not specifically and explicitly provided for in authorizing 
legislation enacted into law. The National Assessment Governing Board shall develop 
a plan for the continued development and implementation of national tests that measure 
individual student performance against National Assessment of Educational Progress 
standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The plan shall include; 
policies for the administration and use of national tests. In developing this plan, 
NAGB shall consider the feasibility of including items from the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress or other tests in state and district assessments to provide a 
measure of individual student performance against National Assessment of Educational 
Progress standards in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. NAGB shall 
present a written plan to the Committee on Education and Workforce of the House of 
Representatives, the Committee on Labor and Human Resources of the Senate, and the 

'. . 
President for their consideration by __ (prior to reauthorization of the National 

, Assessment of Education Progress). 

Report Language 
The Committee bill provides that the National Assessment Governing Board retains 
exclusive authority over the policies, direction and guidelines for voluntary national 
tests for 4th grade reading and 8th grade math. The bill prohibits impieinentation or 
administration ofthetests unless such implementation is explicitly authorized in law. 
The Committee expects that Congress will consider such authorization as part of the . 
forthcoming reauthorization of the National Assessment of Education Progress. In 
order to help inform Congressional deliberations, the committee bill directs NAGB to 
develop and present to the authorizing committees and the President a plan for 
implementation and use of the national tests. In developing this plan, NAGB should 
consider the feasibility of including items from NAEP in state or local tests in order to 
measure students against NAEP achievement levels without requiring the 
administration of a separate national test. 



Sec. Notwithstanding any other provisions of Federal law , funds provided to the 
Department of Education or to an applicable program may not be used to field test, . 
implement or administer any federally sponsored natioilal test in reading, mathematics 
or any other subject, nor shall any funds be used to pilot test any federally sponsored 
national test until Congress enacts legislation for the reauthorization of the National 
Assessment of Education Progress: Provided, That the National Assessment 
Governing Board shall retain exclusiye authority over the development of voluntary 
national tests as described in Section 307 of the Department of Education 
Appropriations Act, 1998 
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