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A Messagefrom tte Secretary 

T.he national educalio~ goals 
adopted by preSidenrl,B;USh and 
the governors in 1990 are 

ambiIious-but wort~1 ofa great 
nation. The. AMERIC 2000 
Education Strategy scribed in. 
rhe pages thatf~llow fS a bold, 
complex, and long.;a~ge plan to 
move every communio/ in America 

toward those goals~ I· 
, 

The AMERICA 2000 ~ducalion 
Strategy has a /ang~e of irs own. 
One good way to beg)~ reading 
chis booklet is to rurnltirst to the 
Glossary ofKey Temb.1 n time. 
these terms will becoke familiar EO 

rhe millions ofpeopld who are 

needed ro make Amf.. 1ca allillat it 
should be, . I ' 

LaJ"r Alexander 
Secrerarl ofEducation 

I 
~pril18, 1991 
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AMERICA 2000: An Education Str~gy 
Overview I' 

I! 
Jl 

AMERICA 2000 is a,long-term strategy ro help ma1f~ this land all 
thar it should be-a nine-year crosade ro move us ~ard che six 
ambitious national education goals that the presidentand !he . 
govell1ors adopted in: 1990 to close our skilJs.and.1c~wledge gap.

I', 
The strategy anticipates major change in our 11O'~PUbliC and 
private schools, change in every American commu 'y,change in 
ever}' American home, change in our atumde about learning. 

I . 
This'straregy is bold;complei and long-range. It w OSWl ' 
quickly-but results ,won't come quickly. It wiD ex;~;upy us.at least 
for me rest of this deCade. . I: 

Ii 
r$.~t'"~'f:t~t~~~__ 

We already bow the~direc.l: 
lion ~ which we must go; th~: 
AMERICA,2000 strategy will; 
help us get the,e. I! 

, ji 
~t~Ii{t~Jli~~~ 

It will spur far.reac~ng changes in w~ practiJ, ouuncx1cd 
assumptions and long-assumed constraints on ed~tion. It will 
require us to make some lifestyle changes, too. y~, few elements of 
this strategy are unprecedented. Today's best ideaS. d~icated 
education reformers. impressive innovations and ~bitious 
experimentsal:ready poim!he way. We ahcady krlow the directi~n 
in which we must go; the AMERICA 2000 SIX'3fef;y will help us get 
!here. I: 

, I: 
AMERICA 2000 is a national Sttlitegy, not a f1i' program. It 
honors local contrOl, relies on local initiative. am' s stares and 
localities as the sc~ior partners in paying for ed :lion and the 
private sector as a vital partner, too.luecognizes ~ real.educa­
tion reform happens community by community ~d schooi by 

" 
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$Chool and only when ~I~ t;Ome 10 Wlderstand what ~ey must F(
do for themselves and ~~~ clUldrtn and sel abou[ to'do il: ' , tr,'

" Ii,I ' lit 
The federal govemmettt's role in this SD:a!egy is Jimired as- Ie: 

. wisely- its part in edlkation aJviays has been, But that tole will be ca 
played vigorously. WtbhingtOn can help by selling standards. ' 
highlighting example~~ COfImbuting some funds, providing 
flexibility in exchang~:for accountability. and pu::;hing and 
prodding-then pushi~g and prodding somc more. , ' 

i 
I , ' 

The AMERICA 2(0) strategy has four pans that will be pursued 
simultaneousiy. They tan be visualized as four giant ttains-big 
enough Cor everyone ' fmd a place on board-<\.cparting at the 
,	same time on parallellmcks on the long journey to educational 
excellence. All Cour njlUSI move swiftly and determinedly if the 
nation is to reach ilS 4estination: ' , 

" ' 

,1, 	 For 'oday,J~tudents, we muslradically improve today's
It 	 . , 

schools, all ~ lO,1XX) of lhem-make them better and 
more accou~lable for results. 

, 'i " 
2. 	 For tomorJ~w's students, we must invem new schools 

to meet the-~mands of a new ccnlUrY;--:--8 New Gcnern­
tion of Am~~can Schools. bringing at least 5~5 of them 
into existenf.e by .1996. and thousands by decade'.s end.

I, 
3. 	 For those J, wi already out or school and in the work 

force, we niust keep le.amingif we are to live and work: 
successfu1lf, in leday's world. A "Nation at Risk" must 
become a "Nation of Students," 

I;
4. 	 For schoolS to succeed, we must Look beyond their 

clasSroomsl~ our communities and Camili(:s. Schools will 
never be much better Ulan the commiunem of their 
communiti~. Each of our communities must become a 
place wher¥ learning can happen. . 

i, 

'i 

AMERICA 2000-2!: 
" 

I, 

I 

I' 

/i
II 

, I 

" 



1JUL. 31."997 8:44AM US ED PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
" 

NO, 3952 p, 6 
'I 

i' 

I 

e to understand what they IDllSt l'~our big trains, moving 5imUlrantOU~5~ d~wn rour parallel 
!o and set about [0 do it. tracks: Better and more ac:wuntable hools; a New Genera­

tion or .4.merican Schools; a Nation 0 Students continuing to 
.his Strategy is limited as- . learn throughout our lives; and comll1~nities where learning 
lYS has been. BUl thaL role will be can happen. ' 'I: " ' 
lfl help by selling SLaJ1dards. , 'I: 
Ig some funds, providing 
tability, and pushing and Ii 
ding some mOrc_ Ii 

I'; four parts that will be pursued I, 
:Jliied as four giant rrains-big , ''I';'
::e on lxlard-departing at the , i 
e long journey La educational 
.viftly and determinedly if the . :, , , , 

~e must r:adicaHy improve loday's 
hem-make them better and Ii 
iults_ , 

, " 
I, 

t 
, I'I' 
" 

lIS. we must invent new schools 
a new ccnwry-a New Geriera­
,Is, bringing at leas[ 535 of them 
and Ihousandsby decade's end. Ii 

I,~ out ofschool and in the work 
ning if we are to live and work: 
'orId, A "Nation at Riskn must 
dents." 

1 

we must look beyond their 
,unities and families, Schools will 
an the commiunem of their: 
.ur communities must become a 
In happen-

AMERICA 2()(){)"-3 
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I. 	 For Today's Students: Better a,~dMore 

Accountable Schools ' .,!' 


. - ii· 

Goals served: All six, but'especiaJly#2 ('f, percent 
" 	 Yaduare from high schoo11~' . 


,~3 (competence in core sutixjects) and 

#4 (fIrst in the world in' sci~nc:e and 
. 	 . Ii . 
mathematics). . .I!· . 

Strategy: Through a IS-point accountability pac~, parents, 
teachers, schools and communities can all be, cnco~raged to 
measure reSUlts, compare resuhs and. insist oil c~ge when the, . 
results aren't good enough. i:' 

j! 

SpeeifiICS: . . . " '.
L 
New World' Standards: Standards will be devel' • in conjunc­
tion with the Natiorlal EducationOoals Panel. ~ New World 
Standards-for each of the five core subjeas-wW represent what 
young Americans ~e.ed to know and be able to do !~f they are to Ii\Ie 
and work successfully in lOday's world. These stalidards will 
incorporate borll laiowledge and skills, r, ensure ·dial. when they 
leave school, young Americans are prepared for fw-mer swdy and 
Ihe work force. .!; 

I' 

Ameri~n AdJievement Tests:'~ conjunction willi rile National 
Education Goals Panel, a nelll (volwnary) nation,#de'examination 
system will be developed, based on the five core ~bjects, tied to 

rile New World standards. These teSts will be dc~ried 10 foster 
good Ee.ilching and leaming as well as to monitor s~udcnt pro~ss. 

. 	 . II 
. . 	 I· 

Encouragement to use the tests: Colleges will tpe urged to use 
the American Achievement Tests ill admissions; tptployers will be 
urged to pay auenrlon 10 ~m in hiring. '. Ii 

. . 	 1 

Ii 
Presidential Cita.~n.s (or Educational El(elIe~ce: Citations will 
be awarded to higli school swdents who do wen on American 
Achievement TeslS. Until those tests become aviilable, Presiden­

'. tial Citations for Educational Excellence will be ~Watded basedcin 

. 	 JERICA 2000-11 
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Advanced Placement tests. If" I: .' 
Presi~ential Acbie\,ement Scbolar$,hlps: once enacted by 
Congress, these scholarships will reWard academic ~cellence 
among needy college and WliversitYt/,!studentS. . 
Rep~rt Cards on results: In addi~n it reportS to parents on how 
!heir ~hildren are doing, report cardS will also provide clear (and 
comparable) public infonnationonl~ow schools. school disnicts 
and SlJlIes are doing. as well as the ~tire nation. The national and 
state repon cards will be prepared ~'cOnjWlCtion with the National . 
EduCation Goals Panel. 1) . 

R~ortCard data collection: cotgreSS will be asked to aulhorize' 
the National Assessment of Educ~onal.Progress regu Iarly to 

colle4:l state-level data in grades f~> eight and lwelve in aU five 
core SUbjeCts; beginning in 1994. Fongress will also be asked to 
penni[ the use of National Asse<l~ent tesLS at district and schoo! . 
le--:c(s by swes that wish to do sari ' . . . 

. i:li:~lif~i,t.YJ:.f~'t<~i.'1~..'1i~)~rt.t.?~t?~~ri';~~ 
Ifstandards, tes," and report . 
cards tell parentf, and voters 
how their schoolS are doing, 
choice gives the~ the leverage 

. to act t'i . 
Ghoice: If s:=t~:~::':~~::~=::ts and voters 
qow their schools are doing. ch 'ice gives them the leverage to act 
~tlCh choices should includ~ aI~ 'schools that serve the public and 
are acco~ntable to public auth~ty. regardless oC who runs them. 
New incentives will be providJfi ID stalCS and localities to adopt 
comprehensive choice policidj and the largest federa.l school aid 
prognun (Chapter 1) will be re~ised to ensure that federal dollars 
follow the child to whatever ei'tent Slate and local po\lcics permit. 

Ii
,I 
/I 
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The school as the site of rerorm: Bf.cause real education improve­

,	ment happens school by school, the ~chers, principals and parents 
in each school must be given the aut!1ority-and the responsibil­
ity-to make important decisions abOut how the school will 
operate. Federal and state red tape uUit gets in rhe way needs to be 
cut StaleS wiU be encouraged [0 all~1w the leadership of individual 
schools to make decisions about ho~;resources are used. and . 
Congress will be asked 10 enact Educauon Flexibility legislation to 
remove fedeQJ constraints that impe& the ability of staleS to spend 
education resources most effectively!io raise achievement levels. 
The Business Roundtable. Ihe U.S. ~b.amber of Commerce. and 
olheI' private groups representing the rival! sector are to be 
commended-:-:-and encouraged-in pc imponan[ efforts 10 create 
state and local policy environments i ,which school-by-school 
reform can succeed. I!; 

Merit SchoolS Program: Individual ~hOOIs that make norable 
. progress IOward the national educatio~ goals deserve to be 

rewarded. Congress will be asked to &t a new program rhal will 
provide federal funds 10 staleS Ihat ~I' be used as niwards for such 
pro~s. States may "bank" those fu ds over several years to 
create eyen more incentives for sua: sful schools and teamS of 
school professionals. i ' 

. ,'. I:' 
Governors' Academies for School I.l~aders: AQldemies will be 
established with. federal seed money. ~b that prinCipals and other 
Ie.ader.; in every stale will be able 1Orr18ke rheir schools better and 
more accowuable. Ii', ' '. 
Governors' Aeademies ror'Teach~J Academies will also be 

established with federal seed money. ~ that reachers of the five 

core subjectS in every Stale will be ready to help their students 


. attain r.he Ncw World Standards and ~ Ihe American Achieve­
ment Tests.' .... i: .' 

Differential teacher pay: D;CfCrendallbay will be encouraged for 
those who teach well, who teach core S\1bjects. who reach in 

. . . ' Ii 
'ji . AMERiCA2000-13 
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dangerous and challenging ~gs, or who serve as mentOrs for 

: new teacherS.' I; 

Alternative teacher and pJ~cipal certifieation: As part of rhe­
, AMERICA 2000 Excdlencd ~ Education Act of 1991, Congress 

will be asked LO make gral1l.s1~vailable to staleS and disrricLS to . 
develop alternative certifica~pn systems for teaChers and principals: 
New college graduates and cllhers seeking a career change into 
l~hing or schoOlleadershi~ are often frosttared by certification 
requiremenLS unrelated to SLj~jecl area knowledge or leadership 
abililY. This initiative will Help states and districts to develop 
means by '!"hich inmVidtlaf',With an interest in teaching and school 
leadership can overcome 111' barriers. . .' 

" ~ '.Honor teachers; The fede : government will honor and reward 
outstanding teachers in all re of the core subjects wiLh Presidemial 
Awards for Excellence in 1d1ucaUon. . 

/! ' . 
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\\Glossary of Key Terms, .\1 
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ghbors-IO cause the AmericaJt .!\.dUevemeDt Tests: The anch& for a new system of
AMERICA 2000 Commu­ 'volumarynckiona! examinations al the f~, eighth and twelfth 

grades in ~ch of the five core subjects, tiJ\ to the NewWorld 
Standards. . .' . \~, .ents-in their schools, their 

. , . ' \ 
loS examples. as teachers. as AMERICA 2000: An Education StratelD\=, An action plan to 
ur schools-to make the move America lOwani the six national edudition goals Ihrough a 
rk-to make this land all populist crusade, by assuring accountability 'in today'! schools, 

unleashing America's genius to jump-staIt~~ew generation of 
American schools, transforming a "Nadon a Risk'" inro a "Nation 
of Students," and nurturing the family and ',munity values 
essential ro personal responSibility, srrong sc pols and sound . 

, education for ~1 children.' \\. , 

AMERICA l~COmmunjtieS! Communiti~, designated by dle 
governors, t.hal meet the president's four.pan~allenge: that (1) 
adopt the six national education goals for the Selves, (2) create 8 

community.wide plan for achieving I'l'lem. (3) " velop aReport 
Card ro measwe their progress. and (4) demO~I!fite !heir reiu:fj· 
ness 10 create and support a New American Sc', L535+ such 
communiti.es will open New American Schools by 1996. 

Better and More A<.:couotable Schools: A15_i' improv,ement\ 

Jpackage for today's schools. designed to move 1 . erica tOward 
the six nati~ ~uc.ationgoals, including New \ orId Stan~, 
'American Achiev~ent Tests, Report Cards andl~chool choIce. 

. ',' \1 
FederalRolei While the federal government's role in education 
is and should remain limited, the adminisuation ~ilcommitted to 
providing R&D. assessment and information, asSUring equal 
opportUnity and. above all, leading the ruuionwid~effort 1.0 

achieve the six education goals. \ \ 
. 1\ 

535+ by 1996:- At least 535 New American Schoo~ wiU be up 
and nmning in ~CA 2CXX) Communities acr~ lIle coun· 
ay-at least one in eacb congressional distl'ict-by\~996. as well 

. as in Puerto Rico. the District of Columbia and the U.S. territories. ' 
\ 

AMERiCA 2000-25 
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I)f Student.s": Adults­ ·thereafter) lhatrare the best indle worleL ~in AMERICA 
for furtherstudy. to ·2000 Communities, lhese schools will reach Ihe national education ' 

iving. or [0 acquire goals at operational costs not exceeding lhOS9 pf conventional 
beller life. schools.'· "'I: . 	 I 

,I 

lers: SLate or regional , 'Ne~ World Standards: Definitions of what ~erican students 
oney. that train princi. , ,should be ex~ted roknow and'be able ro d<; ~jX>n completion of. 
1and execution of school schooling, meant to function as benchmarks against which student 
echanisms. and school. and school performance can be measured. !: ' . , ,! 

, 
Populist Crusade: A national crusade led bYi~ president~ • 

rate or regionaJ Acad· school by school. neighborhood by neighbor~, community by 
r.alY7.ed with federal seed . corrimunily-to transform American educaudn and !O spur 
Su bjects to cnswe mat fundamental changes in the ways w~ educate 

'I
purselves and our 

j me tools mey need to children. It also will be a restOration of what re think is imjX>naJl4 
1ds and do well on the ' a homecoming in sound,values and community alIiwdes., ' 

.. ' . >Ij ., 

R & DTeams: Partnerships of corporations, Lni...ersiti~. mink 
licates: Slalldards [0 be tanks, school innovators, management consu~" ts and others, 
,for eachindusrry. , selected Lhrough a competitive process hy lhe ~ew American 
; and definitions Schools Dcvelqpment Corporation to receive, to $30 mmion 
:CANS CommiSSion, each over three. years to conCeptualize and in ~n[ New American 

, 	 " re needed to perform a 	 Schools. 'Ii 
'. e skills. Certificatl:'S 

;e who acquire the skills' 	 Report Cards!' A public reporting system on ~e perfonnance of 
education instinnions and sysrems,'providing \itaxlmum informa­
tion at the school, district. SLate and national levels. ' 

Irpor~tion: Anon­
, 	 I, 

'ucd by American School as the Site or Reform: The indiVid~ ~hOOI is ' 
.hal will receive funds. education f s keY. action-and-accounLahility uni~ The surest way to 
t and monitor Lhree to reform cducaoO.n is IO give schools and meir l~ders the freedom 
:ams is [0 help and authority td make important decisions ~bd~t what happens. . 
'Teate lheir own new while being held accounrable for making weli~nccived efforts at 

improvement and for ~hieving desired resul~J ' 
I' 

(ajar nationwide etTon' Skill Clinics: Just as healt.h clin~csdiagnose h~th and refe: 
:and many more people IO appro~ria(C care, skill clinics will be!~enters in CVeIy 

I 	 • : 

I 
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An Education Strategy 
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" ~'...making th~S land all 
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I goals. As a 	 , Track I ! 

: 	 I: . 
, 	 I'a'mbiti~)us For Today's Students: Bett#, and More 

(!ve them. , 	 Accountable Schqols 
, 	 I, . 
, ..' (' 

Goals served: . . 1i ' 
Al1six. but especially #2 (90 pe~cent gradu~~e from high school). 
#3 (competence: in core subjects) and #4 (fi~t in the world in 
science and mathematics).. /: .. 

. . d 

Strategy: : ~.. 

Through a IS~p'oint accountability package Iparents. teachers, 

scho()ls and communities will be encourag: to measure results. 

compare results and insist on change whe~jthe results aren't good 

enough. ..' 	 . Ii' , 

'f" . ' 	 Ii .5peel ICS: : 	 :. 

World Class S.tandards. Standards will ~JdeVeloped in conjunc­
tion with the National Education Goals Pa 'el. These World Class 
Standards-for each oHhe five core subj ~will represent what 
young Americans need to know and bea~le to do if they are to live 
and work successfully in .today's world. ntese standards will 
incorporate both knowledge and skills to ~nsure that, when they 
leave school, young AmericanS areprepa~~ for further study and 
the work force. . r 

. i Americ~ Achievement Tests. In qmjun1~on with the National 
I 	 Education Goals Panel, it new (voluntary~ :nationwide examination 

system will be based on the five core sub#kts and tied to the World 
Qass Standards. These tests will be desi~ed to foster good teach­
ing and learning as well as to monitor s~~ent progress. , 

Encouragem~nt to use the testS.Colleg~ will beurged to use the 
An:erican AChievement Tests in admis5i~ns and employers will be 

. urged to p.1.y attention to them in hiring. I: 
. -Ii.' 

l
...______1 

L·. ___.. -"":----__. "-.-..--.~~- t!---,-_.__1 
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Congress will be I Track I Accountability Packilge 
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nets to develop " , 

JprincipalS. New 'I 

A World qass Standards , 
teaching or school' " 

" 

A American Achievement Tests 
I,

_lLlirements " 
" p ability. This ::. 

ean$ by which A Test results used by colleges, univenitties and employers 
olleadershi p can "

,I 
" A Presidential dtations for ed.ucationali~)(cellence 

, II, 
nOr and reward A Presidential Achievement Scholarships , 
:5 "",ith Presidential 

I, 
"A Report Cards !;
I: 
': 

A Changes'in National Assessment 6f ~ducational Progress 
II 

A New choice incentives and choice applied. to Chapter 1 
'I 

A ~ducational flexibility legislation to ,~pport the school as the 
Slte Qf re(orm , II' ' , ' I 

, I' 
A Merit ~ools Program to rewMd sc~ools that move toward I 

I, 
the go.als i ' , 

': 
A 

", .j 
Governors' Academies for School Le~ders , 

I' 
.1 

A "Governors' Academies for Teachers : 

I A 
.' i! 

Differential pay for teachers " 
,I il 

I 
I'.. AlternatiVe certification for teachers' Jb,d principals", II 

I 
: . 

A 
I' 

Honoring outstanding teachers in th~ five core subjects 
1 
I 
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dedd~s t.,} tran;;tlJrm it~lf. It's tnlt:, of C01.lr!'\~. tl'klt tie AMERiCA 
:!Ooo str<1t~:.;y C,10 dt! tht' gre.1tt':>t Mood for tn.lubkd rural and inl1t!f­
dty tlrC,lS...lnd ""'I:: L111 nt.,,-d to be sur\.1 th,H they g~t ~'htlb:\'l'r h..'lp 

. th~~ nl..~d t<."' tak~pilrt... · " .' ' " /! .'. . 
Q~ Will the American' Achievement Tests cO~Pi~e with the work 
of the National Education Goals Panel? Ii " 
A: No, we ~xpecr to follow th>: p..~I,el'::> It!ad in dt=t~k)ping the 
World CIa~s Stalldards ,md the! Amt!rical1 Achje.J:~mentTe:4ts. 

.Q; Do national tests' mean ~ national curricul~£?' ' 
A; No-although sl;lrveyl' .md polls indicateth<1'i mt)st Amt:'rk"ns 
haV el\{lobjediol1 to the idea of a n,)tional curri~ll!h'lm.Thl:! Ainl:!ri· 
(,In Achievement lests will examine therL':'Il!tsjpf educ(!.tion. Tht'. 
tests have nothing,to say <'bOUt)10W those res9~'ts are produced, 
wh,\t tt:'dchers do in class from ont: ciav to tht:' ~~ht, "'hat in~truc· 
tional m<lt~rials ari.' chost!n or what lt~~on plat(...lrc foilowl;'ti. Tht! 
tests should n .."Stllt in Its:> rl:!guiation of tht\' O1t:fins of edl.\(ation,~ 
bt.-caus>: they focus exdusi\'ely on the ~nds. Ii 
Q: When will the new tests be ready? . /!1/ 

A: In 1994. we will have available a system. (if high quality indi­
vidual tests, at I~,'$t in reading, writing and F,nathematics­
ecluci:ltion's traditional "th.ree R'5"-for stat#s and localities that 
want them. BecauSt! the new AmericilllAclp.evement Tests prob­
ably canoc..lt be,perfected that,qtlickly, we -till ask Gmgress to 
<llithorize the rapid deployment of an individual version of tl:!sts 
u:;ed by the National A~::;e:>smimt ofEdud,tional Progrc~s. 

Q: 0.0 we really need another test? Aren/i tests bi~sed against 
minorities?, , . I; 
A: A n,'Ition"1idesystem of high quality national exams-more 
than one version, but calibrated to tht';"aI e standards-will 
probably begin to take the place of som ~)f today'oS numerous 
tt'!stingsch~mes. As for bia:i. the O!:,,\V t is will be screened to 
t!'liminate it: Benr in mind that minl~ritv{barents also want to know 
n{')w well their children-and the sch';'ns thdr children ,lttend­
are doing in relcHion to, the Nationcll E(l/~lc.:ati~n Co.1l.s and World 

.' . I, ' 
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. : 	 \i' 
Class Standards: Sometiml.'S less-th;:m-~~isfar;tory news serves to 

. catalyze needed change. . . 1\." .' . . 

Q: Can all six National Education Goa~ really be reached? 

A; They are all ambitious. Some, like litet~cy for all adults, and 

leading the 7,(\holc 'WOrld in math and scie~~e, are very challenging. 

But each is a t-vorthy national objective, a~d we should not rest until 

elll are achieved. The AMERICA 2000 stdtegy will give us the tools 

we need to aqrueve them. . \1·


"" 	 I:'.' 
. Q: How much of this is just politics? li . . ' 

A: Better education benefits the entit~ nat/pn, not one particular. 
political p<lrty. AMERICA 2000 is a nonp~rtisan education reform 
strategy. There is plenty of room on theselrour trains for every 
American, an~ we begin with theassump~on that everyone will 
want to climb ;abaard. Sure, we'll argue a~utthe details in the 
fOnrial political process and elsewhere, af,the .$trategy will 
doubtless be iinproved through those ar : ents. But let's tillk 

them thrOug. h ~n a spirit of wanting a first- ~ate education for all our 
children, in every comer,of this great land.l ..... . 

I 	 I" . . . . . , . . .' 	i' . . 
• 1 • 	 • • 

"It's another of those ~istoric ' 
.' AmeriC~n"chalienges-+all,.nd it 

starts in e'lJery commu ,ity, 
.every school, e'lJery hou I ehold. 
, . 	

. 
\: 

I 

Q: Whars the smgle ~ost important part o~ the AMERICA 2000 
strategy? . .' . i: . 
A; The most controversial may be school 'h~ce-at least until it's 
well understood:. The knottiest is probably's' ndards an~ testing,

! which is technic~lIy quite complex. The mos !dramatic is the design 
" 

effort for NewA.ri:terican Schools. But the m&t important may be 
the A lvfERICA 2000 Communities! wasNngion cannot achieve the . 
six National Education Gaals for the nation; ~hat has to happen at 
the localleveJ. It's another of those historic A~erican challenges, '. . 

\:. i 
'. I:!\ .. 
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Remarks by the Presid nt Announcing 

AMERICA 000" 


Thank you all for joining us here in th White House today. Let me 

thank the Speaker for being with us, a' the Majority Leader, other 

distinguisl)ed members, committee he . ds and rcmking members 

Jnd very itnportant education c:ommi es here with uS today. ( 
I 

want to salute the Governors, the edu ators, the business and the 

labor leaders. and especially want to s ' gle out the National 

Teachers of the Year. I believe we ha\i 10 of the previous 11 

Teachers of the Year with us here tad y, and that's most appropri­

'. ate and most fitting. . 
, 

But together, all of us, we will unde ore the importance of a 
challenge destined to define the Ame .ca that we'll know in the 

. next century. : 

For those of you close to my age. the ist cenhlry has always been a 

kind of shorthand for the distant tu the place we put our most 

far-off hopes and dreams. And toda that 21st centUry is racing 

toward us-and anyone who wonde what the century will· look 

like can find the answer in America's classrooms. . 


. Nothing better defines what we are a d what we will become than 

. the education of our Children. To qu ~e the landmark case, Brown 


.. 	v. ~o'czrd of Education, "I~iSdoubtful t t any child may reasonably 
be eXpEl-ied to succeed in life if he is : .nied the opportunity of an 
education." : 

Education has always meant oppo Pity. Today, education 
determines not just which students . 1 succeed. but also which 
natioI\S~ thrive in a world united pursuit of freedom in ! 

: enterppse. Think about the changes ansforming our world . 

. • The White HoulH:!, ApriL18:'1991 

.__ .._-. --_.---' ­
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Thl: collapse $f communism and the Col iW~r. The <ldvent .ind 
accelenltion of the Information Age. Do , through history, ",,fe've 
defin~ resources as soil and stones, land find the richt-'S buried 
beneath, No !flore. Our greatest nationa l'rcsourcelies within 
ourse)ves--<)Ur inteHigtmce, lngenuity- e capacity or the hum(ll\ 
mind.,. 	 I' 

Nations that'nurture ideas w-iII move foJi.,ard in years to come. 
Nations that stick to stale old notions an~ ideologies will falter and 
fail. 50 I'm ~ere today to say, America J,hn move forward. The 
time for all the reports and mnkings, fohn the studies and the 
surveys abqut what's wrong in our'$CI':Is is passed. If we want to 
keep America competitive in the comi gcentury, we must stop 

. convening panel~ to report on ourselv ,', Wemu~t stop convening' 
pclnels that' report the ob'viou5. And W must accept responsibility I 

for educating everyone among us, reg.p.dless of background or . 
. disability.' /' 

" 	 The days of Ih£ sfluS 
quo are over. . . J 

It we wa~t America to remain a lead r, a force for gO(xj in the 
world, w~ must lead the way in edu tiotlcil innovation. And if we 
~"ant to combat crime and drug ab , if we want to create hope 
and opP9rtunity in the bleak comer hf this country where there is 
now nothing but defeat and despair i,we must dispel the darkness ' 
with the' enlightenment that <1 sound,and well-rounded education 
provides, 	 . . /: ' 

, I 	 ' 
Think "bout every problem,every ahallenge we face. The solution 
to each starts with education, For tlie sake of the future, of our 
child ren and of the na tion'5; we inJSt transfom1 America's schools. 
The days oithe status quo are ave ! 

ACro~ this country, people have s : rted to transform the Amerkan 
school. They know that the time f. r talk is over. Their slogan is: 
Don't;dither, just do it. Let's pus the reform effort forward, Use 
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W<1r, Th~ advent and e(lch t!xperimltnt. each advance td build for the next American 
I through history, ''t\:?'ve century, New schools for a new tOTld, " , ' , 
nd the riches burk'd 

I , I' 
l'Sl\llrCe lie.:; within As a ~rst step in this stratl:!gy, we ~ust chillienge,not only the 
~ .:;ap,Kil), (If the hllm,m methods and the means thahve've u~ed in the past. but also the 

yards~icks that we've used ~o meap'ur~ our progress. Let's'stop 
trying'to measure progress m temt.;s of money spent. , 

rd in ye.1l'S ttl Cllme. • ,II ' 


leologies will fillter .1nd Wes~nd 33 percent more per puhil in 1991 than we did in ]981~ 

move forward. TIle 33 percent more in real, constant d'611ars-and [don't think there's ' 
the <;tudies (md the a person anywhere who would say,-anywhere in the country­
is pussed, If WI;' want to who v.:~uld say that we've seen a ir percent improvement in our 
ltury. We must stop schools perf()rmance" ; , , 

, ,c must stop convening' . 
, , \, . 

:t i'll:cept responsibility Dollar, pills don't educate students~~£dUCatiOn depends on commit­
~ ()f background or ted communities determined to b ~Iaces where leaming will 

flOttris~i committed teachers, free m the noneducational bur­
dens; committed parents, determin' to support excellence; 
committed students, excited about fhool and leaming. To those 
who w~nt to see real improvement ~ American education, I say: 
There will be no renaissance without revolution .. 

: ' \: . 


:: for good in the . \. . 


movatilll1. And if we To those who want to see real 

!ant to create hope improvement i1iAmerican 

,untry where there is 
 education, I saW There will 
dispel the darkllL'SS be no renaissance without
rounded education 

revolution. 
, r. , I 

~ i(lce, The solution Wewho:would be reVolu,tionaries~:stacce, pt respon,Sibiliti,eS,fOr 

Ie future. of l)Ur our schools. For too long, we've ad ted a "no fault" approach to 

1 America'; schools. education, Someone else is always t blame, And while we point 


fingers out ther.e. trying to assign blafue, the students suffer. 

There's no place for a no-fault attitudf in OLJr schools. It's time we 


~form the American held our schools-and ourselves-,-a*ountable for results, ' 

Tht'ir slogan is: " , 


fort forward. Use Until no~, we've treated education l;~e a manufacturing process, 
.. . 11 . 
i 
i·,
-j"-, 
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, I: 
,\ssuming that if the gilugt!S !'ieemed righrrii we h.ld good pay 1\.>l.lplewj 
~c"lt,.':i-, th~' rig,ht pupil"teach~r ratios, good! students w(luid just pop ,)re 111lssir 
(Jut llf l~ur s..::lit'l\)is.lt's time ttl tum thin!?;# around-to focus 0[\ pw~roll'ns 

:::h.ldt.'rits, to '~t st.·mdilrds tor llLlr scho(lbh-.md let teacher!:; ilnd 1":)11't ma 
~ principals figure out ho"'" bt!st to meet th~m. 

'; , i. 
' k',-,ll (11m 

mt,>nt will 
We\'e m"d~· a go()d beginning by s.:.'ttin~the 1\,1tion's sights Lm ~ix 
ambitious Natil)t1al Education (~l),'IS-'1fid St!tting for our targd th~ \"'~)rkingl 
y~ar 2000. 'Otlr g\,)aI5 have bt!l'n forged i~ pc'lrtIlership with the (1.1% Star 
ndhol1'5 Governors, several of whom a~ ",lith us here today in thl:! 
East RllOJn, , And thoS!'! who have take::l1l~ leildership role Me 'o'ell­

,ut'il:.'(ts: 

known to eyeryone in this ro()m, And f,?T tho:;)€ who need .1 \ \ ': I"ill d 
, refresher cdurse-there may be ,1 quiz lr,ter on-let me list those 

goals right ,how, .. ~'i .,." 
vpluntaf'\ 
,', Jr.: .;ubj, 
dnd t:?du< 

By 2000, we've got t(), first. ensure that.' very child starts school ' ,1rc: ,join, 
ready to learn; second one, raise the hi h schuol graduatil)n rilt;? tl) 

Q() percent the third one, ~rtSure thilt ei,\ch American student· ::nd~rs 
,'\nd tvr 

lea,'ving, ',the 4th, 8th and 12th grades ..:atden1011strate competencein 
core subjects; four, milke vur students 'rst in the world in math and 
science achievements; fifth. ensure th, 'every American "dult 15 

tionsUJ'l 
((\mmu 
\,ho c:.:. 

literat~ and has the skills necessary t() poinpete in a global ecoMIl1Y , 
'and ext!rcise the rights and resportSibr,',ities of citize~ship; and 51,' xth, \-V~c,m 

, liberate every American school from J1.1gs and violence ~o th(lt chl..lice, 
, schools encourage learning. 

\ • 

i 
, < • 

[he pri: 

. Our SlTat~gy' to meet these noble nati~nal goals isfounded in 
. common:sense and common values, I~t's dr:nbitious and, yet \vith 

,\meri, 
,,'here 
thdrc 

hard work. it's within our reach, AnJi (can outline our !'trategy in ctimat 
one paTagraph. and here it is: /. ' . schoo 

• l 

, For.todaY's students. We must make ~xisting schools better and Butti' 
more aC(Lountable. For tom()lTOW'S tudents, the next generation, 
we must <-Teate a New Generation 0 IAmerical1 Schools. For all of ' 

prolZ' 
~dt! 

us, for the adults wh() think our sch ~I days are over, we've got to bel' 
be:::ome'a Nation of Students-reco 'niu learning is i\ lifelong 
'process; Finally, outside our schoo we must cultivatecummunj· 
ties ",,-here learning can happen. ~r5 ow: strategy, 

I, 

i­
- /' 
I,/' 
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had good pay 
.'nts w()uld just POP' 
nd-to f(lellS on 
l~t teildlt~r~ and 

1ti~ll1's sigh ts l)l1 six 
n,:; for nUT t,~rget the 
'~i'$hip with the' 
IS here today in the 
rship role .1[(;' wdl­
. who ne!:!d iI 

-kt me list those 

IUd starts school 
I graduation rate tl) 

rican stuctl:?nt 
strate C<lmpt!tene~ in 
,e world in math and 
.merican adult is 
in a global t.'Conomy 
tiz€l'lship; and sixth, 
violence so that 

is founded in 

lOllS and, yet. with 

line our strategy in 


1100 15 better and 
I:! next generation, 

,Schools. For all of 
....' over, we've gono 
:ng is a lifelong 
'ultivate communi­
lregy, 

I 

,'" .:.L 
, ::' 

! ' 'jl;
People' who want Washington to solve ( ~r educat1t'lnal problems 
,m~ mis5in~ the point. We can lend a'pp ~priate help through stich , 
pn\~r,1m:- a::'.Head Start. But what hap~,ns here in Washington 
\'-'nn't ma[te~ ~alf dS much ~s Wh<lt hap~ns.in each ,school. each 
loe.11 c('lmmunIty and. yes, In eilch hom~(: SulL the fl:!derul !l:lwt'n1­
ment,w ill serve ilS a catalyst tor chill.1ge ~I, s..:,v",eral import41nt W('lys: 

; " 'I . ' 
W,)rking closely with the Governors. w :will 'define n!:!w World' 

Class Standards for school!;,' teachers' an~ students in the five mrt? , ' 

sul~iects; 'math "nd science, Engl1sh, history and J2;t!ography. ' 


, , ,I; 'II d 1 
\!lie will dcv~lop voluntary-let me rep~at it-we WI . eVI:! :)r 
voluntarY national tests for 4th, 8th and, 12th ;;raders In th(' five' 

•COTe sUl:leets. These American AchieveJbent Tests. will tell par't'nt:-, 
and educators, PO,liticianS andemPloye

l
; ,just hc.:,'W Wel,l our schO<.)ls 


are doing; Urn determined to have the st ()f,these tests for 4th 

graders in p1ace by the time that school tarts in Septemlx!r of 19l}3. 


. And for high school seruors, let~s add a pther incentive-a distinc­l
tion sure ,t() attract attention of cnlleges.~nd ~om.pan~es in every 

('l)mmllnttyaCross the ci.'untrv-Cl Presllient1a) Cltc'ltIOn to !'tudent~ , 

who excel on the 12th grade test.' . j;, , 


We can e~courage educatkmaI exceuen~~ by enc(luraging parental' 
,choice. Th~ concept of chOic,C draws itsf'ndamenta,l strength,,~om 
the principl~ at the yery heart ofthe de ocratic idea., Every adult ' 
American has the right to· vote, the figh I to decide where to work, , 
where to live. It's time parents were frt# to ch(')(')5e the scn()ols that, 
their childr~n attend .. This approach w;~1 create the c~mpt!tirive . 
climate that stimulates excellence in out: private and p~rochial " 
schools as well. , '.1: ' ,
" , 'I'''' ., 'i .. 

But the centerPiece of our National Ed~¢atiOn Strategy is not a 

program, it's not a test. It's a nf:w,chall nge: to reinvent American 

\?rlucation....:..to design New American hools for the year 2000 and


" Ii'r;Ieyond.: ,'". , Ii 

The'ideaiS~impl~ but ~~erful:' put ~~erica'S sp~al genius f~r . 
in"'-ention t~ work for .o\merica':; 5choo~. I ",ill challenge communi-

I: 

'Ii 
I:' 
I 
1 
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.. • tie. ro become what ~e win caU AME[~A 2000 cOmmU"iti..- . nmvent 
, GovernorS will honor q:>Inmunities ~L'th this designation if the, ' should

.' , communitieS'embrace the National ucation Goals, create kxal ' , iit<.'rillIv 
~trategiei;'f()r reaching these goals, de lise Report C'rds ft)r rrie~sur­ 'luc;stio' 
ing progress, and agree to encourage, nd support one of the new ' We'rer 
generation of Amezi~a's Schools.. ' ,], ':, ' csted iI' ' 

There's' 
announce today that America's busin~5S leader:;, under the chair- the cor] 

'·manship of PauIO'NeiU, willC:reateth.e New American Schools towor~ 

'Develop~eilt Corporation-a privaafsector research and'develop­ fom1 e" 
, ment fund of at least $150 million to g¢nerate innovation h, educa~ 

tioil. !i' Fortun, 
("liege, 

~e ~ust ~lsofo5te;'~dui::atiOri~1 inno !ation. I'm delighted to, , 

, ' ' ' I~, ' , 
corpor.


The ~dea is Sim~e but private

,pouierfu[: put "nerica's " Emolo'
',. ~ 

spedalgenius fi rinvention 	 (.dvice
'I 	 ' .. , 

,to workfOTAm~rica's 	 ill1(h:?v 

and bischool~·" '" ",r ' '" 
. ..' ~ . , 'I: ." , 

We'll E
!This h.m4 offers an open-end challen~e to the dreamers d'nd th~ prove' 
, doers ~ager to reinvent~ager to reirvigoT,!te our schools, With 

detem'",I ,the results of this Design in hand,! ,-,{ill urge Congress to,provide sruden
$1 million in start-up funds for each ~f the 535 New American [ want 'j' Schools-!..at least one if' every congrJ;,sional district~nd have 

expectthem up and running by 1996., Ii ' " ,veRo
'; I' 

and I'ri' , 'TI:e New Arherica~ .School~.n:ust be/ ~oTe t~n r06ms full ~f . tu leari' 	 children'seatedat computers. If we wean to prep~re our .cluldren 
(or life, dassrqoms also must cultivat~ values and good character, The \''give real meaning to right and wrong. ' 

, :1 	 for e, 
'wherWe ask only two things of these arcl#tects of our New ~erican 
thanSchools: that their students meet the/rew n<:1rionaI standards for the 

five core subjects and ,that outside o~ ~he costs of the initial research 
Whe 
carc­and development, the ~choo1s opera~ on a budget comparable to 

<" , 	 ' , ... 'II ' , 
',,', 1_ 

'" .' Ii/
! ' 

'---'--',-- .----~--.- .' ~_· __ll____ . 
, 
I:'I 
I: ' 
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:000 Communities. 
designation if the 
'1 Go~js, creClte local 
;lort Cards for measur­
'port one of the new 

I'm delighted to 
~rs. undt.:'r the.chair­
American SChool., 
-esearch and develop­
innovation in educa­

'5 

tion 

dreamers and the 

, our schools. With 

:ongress to provide 

New American 

istrict-and have 


n rooms fuJJ of 

repare our children 

md good character, 


IT New American 
1.11 standards for the 
f the initial research 
get comparabJe to 

;i 

... .. ,:, 

I: 
1 

. ' I. 
, conventional Scl1(lOls. The architects ()rthe New American SchOl.)ls 
:-:huuld br~ak the mold. Build for the hext century. Reinvent­
literally st~\It from scratch and rein"3rthe American school. No 
lluestion s:hould be off limits.. no <ins ers automatically /lssumE:'CI. 
We're, not:after one single solution for I:!very schCloJ. We're inter­
ested in fi~~ing every way to make sc~ools better. ' " ' 

. i,. 

There's <1 special place in inventing th~. New American SehcK)l 'for 
the corporate community, for businesLmd labor. And rinvite you 
to work W:ith us not simply to tran~fo~'(l1 our schools, but to trill1S­
form every American adult into a stu~~nt. , 

I ' 

Fortu~atel~, we have 1'I'secretwe<ipon\\n America~:;; system of 
coUcl?'es and universities-the finest in'theentire world. The 

Q I' , I' 
corporate community can take the leilq!. by creating a voluntary 

•private sy~tem of World Class Standa~ds for the~"orkplace. 
Employer~ should set up,skill centers e;',her,e workers can seek 
adVice .and learn new skills. But most mportantly, evt:!ry company 
and every Jabor union must bring the I: 'ocker into the classroom ' 
and bring the classroom into the workplacE:'. , , 

, I: 
We'll encourage every federal agency ~o do the same. And to 
prove no o;ne's ever too old to learn, Ulnar, with his indefatigable 
determinafion and leadership, has conf,inced me to become a ' 
student ag~jn myself. Starting next w~k, I'll begin Sh.ldying. f\nd 
I want to k):low how to operate a cum:A~ter. Very candidly-r don't 
'~xpect thisinew tutorial to tt:!ach me ho~ to set the clock on the , , 
VCR or anything complicated. But I W:~nt to be computer literate, 
and I'm not. There's a lot of kids, thank God, that are. And I want 
to learn, and I will. ,I; ,

• ,. J I 

The workplace isn't the only place we ~ust improve opportunities ,,' 
for educati9n. Across this ni'ltion, we J#,ust cultivate communities ' 
where children can learn. Communiti~$ where the school is rnl)re 
than a refuge, more than a solitary isla~d of calm amid chaos. 
Where the .school is the living center of:~ community wh~re people 
care-,-people care for each other and t~~ir futures. Not just in the 

, .!' Ii 

Iii: 
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,,,,ho<,lbut in'tlle ",;ghbo'hood. Not iU~ inth, '"",,"('lOm, but in .. 
th~ home. : Ii' , 
01.lrCbaue~,:cc amounts to nothi~g, lesst~4na ;evolution in'~'~~ri­
can educatioh. A battle for our flltur~. nd now. [ ,1sk <11! Aml'n­
can:; to be pJints of light in the crus.ide t lat count!:' the mOiit: the 

, crtlsadt! t<'1 prepare our children and ()lIr : \ves for thl;: exciting 
future that looms ahead. I 

Ii 

Our challenge atil~~n~s to 
nothing less. than a 
revolution in Ameffcan 

, education., '. /;' 

What I've s~ken about thi5 dftemoonJ~e the broad strokes of thiS. 
Nation.11 E~ucation Strategy: Accounta~le schools for today, a new 
generationM schools for tomorrow. A Hation of studeiits commit­
ted to a lifetime ofleaming and commuhities where' all our children 
, I 1

C(1n ean" I 
. I· ' , , 

There are' f~ur people here tod<l)r who S~bolize each element of 
this strategy and point the way fOl"W'3rq:for our refonns. Esteban 
Pagan, Steve, an award winning eighth! grade student in science 
and histolV: at East Harlem Tech, a ChO,f,e school, 

, Mike HOP~ns, ."Lead Teacher' in the !,tum School In St. Paul, . 
Minnesota,1 where teachers have alread ! helped reinvent the 
American 5Ch~101. i , . 
:' ./;" . . 

,_ I ' . 

David Kelley. ,A high-tech troubleshodter at the Michelin Tire pi.1nt, 
,in Greenville, South Carolina. David ~s spent the equivalent of 
one full year of his f~)ur years at Michelin back at his college 
expanding his skills. ! ' 

l " II . 

FinaUy, MiChelle Moore, of Missouri. .k. single mother. active in 
Missouri'slParents <'IS Teachers prograft. She wants her year-old 

, I; 

/!
·-it 

I, 
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Ie dds~room, but in 

-t:?\'l,llIlion in Am~ri­
,,,,,', I cl::k ,ill Ameri­
:In t::; tlw n1l1~t: the 

r\ lr the l',citing 

to 

i! 
I, 
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, i. 
:;un, /\lstlm, ~o arrive for his fjrst d,w or s "hOD! ready to learn. 

.' I '!' 

So, to !'um it IIp, f.or t~es~' fl1U: pt.'llple an, for <Ill the othcrs like . 
. th~m, the rdolutllm In Amencan cdUCCl ~'n heis .1lrcady begun . 
. N~)",' I <15k "'1 Americans to be pt)ints of 1 ~ht i~ the Cn.lS<lde that 
counts the m(lst: the crusade to pr(,:'par~' ur c111ldTl'n c1nJ ourselves 
for the e:xciti~g future that looms .ahecld. (\t ,my moment in '>!Very 
mind, the mir~ck> of ICarning beckons w; all. 

, 
. I . 

Bt.'tween now and the year 2000, there is ot (me moment or tme. 

miracle to waste. 

'road strokes l)f this 
,ois for today, a new 
If 5ttldents mmmit­
'here ill I our children 

111clnk YllU all. ThClnk you for your inte :st, for your d~dication. 
. And may Gdd bless tht~ United Statc.'S of tmericCI. Thank :-,ou v~r:, 
much. I 
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Record Type: Record 

To: . Michael Cohen 

cc: 

Subject: Re: NAGS and national tests 


Dear Mike, 
I got a message from Checker, who did watch the program, that the 

Secretary had said something about giving NAGS governance. I think it is a 
crying shame that you didn't give NAGB governance before creating a whole 
apparatus--a reading commitee, a math committee, and awarding' the contract. 
This is like making up the recipe and then bringing in a cook and telling him 
to use your recipe, not his: Why was it so important to be sure that the 
national tests had creators who were distinct from the usual NAEP mechimism? 
I will .send you an e~mail I got this morning alleging that the math 

committee has "slanted" the test unacceptably. The process that the 
administration followed has seriously undermined the credibility of the 
tests. 

I am glad the Secretary is finally doing the right thing. By the time it 
is done--with the test sp~cifications already written and contracts already 
awarded--it may be too late to regain lost credibility. 

An excellent idea very badly handled, in my view. 
But at least you have ~eld the line on not testing reading in 4th grade 

in Spanish. . 
Diane. 
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Below are excerpts from a September 8, 1997 m~morandum sent by 
William J. Bennett to select United States Senators. 

As you know,I have been (in principle) a strong supporter of voluntary . 
national testing. However, I have real concerns about the specifics of' . 
the current Clinton proposal -- which, in my opinion, would do more 
himn than having no test at all. Let me state in the strongest possible 
terms that the current National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
proposal made by the White House is inadequate to prevent mischief in 
these tests and the Congress should not delay in fixing it. Waiting until 
1998 and the "regular'~ National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) reauthorization cycle will allow seriously flawed national tests 
to go forward without needed correction from a strengthened NAGB. 

It is my strong impression that the Administration is willing to go quite 
a distance this week to accommodate a Congressional initiative 
concerning "governance" of the testing program. Indeed, I am told that 
the White House is awaiting a counter-proposal from Republicans and 
reform-minded Democrats. Now is the time to make a solid counter­
proposal (it is also a chance to strengthen NAGB's independence vis-a­
vis NAEP itself). 

Where does the situation now stand? Apparently the Senate leadership 
has already agreed to accept an amendment from Senator Harkin which 

.	is, from my perspective, quite problematic (the Harkin amendment is 
simply the Administration's flawed proposal). If this agreement has, in 
fact, been irrevocably made, it seems to me that the best course of 
action is that in the forthcoming Senate-House. conference committee, 
Republicans and reform-minded Democrats should insist that these 
important changes be made: 

1. Give NAGB "policy direction" or "policy control" of all aspects of 

both NAEP and the national tests, not just policy guidance~ Otherwise 

the Department of Education remains in control. 


2. Give NAGB explicit authority to review and change the national test 
specifications. development contract and advisory committees that have 
already been launched by the Education Department. Otherwise, the 
.bad decisions already made, and the contracts already awarded, will 
stay in place. 

COlllriburiOIlS are nor ta.~ deductiblejor Federal or Statdncome Ta.\: purposes 



3. Charge NAGB with ensuring that the content and standards of national tests be the same 
as NAEP's and that the tests be "linked" to.NAEP. Otherwise the publi~ will not know 
whether the test results mean the same thing as NAEP results. 

4. Make .several' key changes in the composition of NAGB itself so that it has greater . 
. bipartis.anship and independence.. (At present, just two of its 25 members need to be from 

the party out of power. Given the huge responsibility of national. testing, and the need for 
bipartisan consensus, the current imbalance is simply wrong.) . 

5. Restore NAGB's pre-1994 authority to function as its own nominating committee, i.e. 
1 constraining the Secretary's appointees to people vetted by NAGB itself. (Andperhaps, 

stipulate that NAGB must consider candidates suggested by chairmen of the· pertinent .. 
Congressional committees.) Otherwise, the Secretary will have a free hand to select 
whomever he wants-- as he does now. 

6. Restore NAGB terms to 4 years (as was the caseu.ntil 1994), with re-appointment 
permitted. (Today they last 3 years, which is a problem because it takes new members 1-2 
years to get up to speed.) . 

Those are the . essential statutory provisions. 
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National Tests: A Good Idea Going Wrong 

By Diane Ravitch 

Six months ago I was an enthusiastic J 

supporter of the president's proposal for 
national testing. I wrote articles in this paper 
and elsewhere endorsing the idea of testing 
fourth-grade reading and eighth-grade math­
ematics. In March I had the privilege of meeting 
with the president, the first lady, and the 
secretary of education to discuss,the president's 
education agenda. At that time, I urged the 
president to place the national testing program 
under the supervision of an independent, 
bipartisan agency, not the federal Department 
of Education. . 

Unfortunately, this did not happen, and 
now the Clinton administration is well on its 
way to destroying the credibility of its good. 
idea. Instead of turning the testing program 
. over tei the National Assessment Governing 
Board, which is independent and bipartisan, the 
administration has kept the test development 

'process under its own tight control. It chose a 
cQntractor and ~elected committees to design 
. the tests who mayor may not be bipartisan and 
who mayor may not represent the diverse 
spectrum of views in the fields of reading and 
mathematics. A few days ago it awarded a $13 
million contract to a consortium of testing 

. companies. 

Now the Internet is humming ~ith charges 
that the national tests will be stacked to favor 
. "whole language" theories of reading and' 
against phonics and to promote "fuzzy math" 
(where the process of problem-solving, not the 
right answer, matters most) and against 
computation. I do not know whether any of 
these fears are valid, but the administration's 
partisan control of the test development 
processing has inflamed such feverish concerns. 

The National Assessment Governing Board 
(NAGB) should be in charge of the national 
tests. Appointed by the secretary of education, 
NAGB is required by statute to be bipartisan 
and broadly representative; its members include 
governors, legislators, business leaders, .teach­
ers, school board members, public members and 
testing experts. NAGB was created by Congress 
10 years ago to set policy for the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
This IS the federal program that regularly tests 
national samples of American students in such 
subjects' as reading, mathematics and science. 
NAEP has earned great credibility because it is 
supervised by an independent governing board. 
However, the Clinton administration plans to 
use the NAEP tests while bypassing NAEP's 
governing board . 

This opinion piece was published in The Washington Post on August 26, 1997 and written by 

Diane Ravitch, nonresident senior fellow in the Brookings Economic Studies program. 


The views expressed in this piece are those of the author and should not be ascribed 

to the trustees, officers, or. other staffmembers of the Brookings Institution. 
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John M. Olin Fellow, Hudson Institute. 
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If there. are to be national te.sts, the National Assessment Governing Board 
(NAGS) is the right body to be in charge of them. I served on NAGB from 1988 until 
1996 and had the honor of chairing .it for the first two of those years. I know it well. 
It's a hard-working, conscientious and sturdy bunch that isn't easily cowed. But it has 
SOme shortcomings that are a problem even without adding . responsibility for 

. something as sensitive as national testing. And the Administration's proposal to 
assign NAGB the "task of "formulat[ing] policy guidelines" for national testing has 
inadequacies as well. ' 

I will supply a little background, then itemize those two sets of s~ortcomings 
(all of which Congress could. easily rectify) . 

. Background 

• Before 1988, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) had no 

independent policy-making body. The Education Department's NAEP contractor (ETS 

then as now) appointed its own "assessment policy committee", which meant the 

contractor controlled the "policy" group and was in turn controlled by the 

Department. . 


• A blue-ribbon panel chaired by then-Governor Lamar Alexander (and including· Hillary 

Rodham Clinton) recommended in 1987 that this arrangement be changed and an 

independent governing board be created to make policy forNAEP. The Reagan 

administration drafted a bill and the' Democratic Congress enacted it in .1988. The 

Secretary of Education made the initial appointments but thereafter the Board was 

"semi-self~perpetuating", .i.e. it served.?ls its own nominating committee, giving the. 

Secretary a slate of (at least 3) candidates for each opening; he could reject that 

slate anif ask for . another but he could not appoint anyone unless they were :.. 

nominated by the Board itself. Terms were four years and could be renewed. 


• Though ultimate' control was divided between 'NAGB and the. Department's National 

Center for Education Statistics (NCES), NAGB had considerable authority and did not 

hesitate to assert it. By far the most controversial thing the Board did in its early 

years was develop "achievement levels" (AKA standards) by which to report NAEP 

results: the 3' now-well-known markers called "basic", "proficient" and "advanced". 

(It's those standards that President Clinton proposes to use for the national tests. 


1015 .18th Street,N;W.,Suite300 .. Herman Kahn Center 
Washington, D.C. 20036 P.O. Box 26-919, In'dianapolis, Indiana 46226 
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Sut the administration plans to use "basic'~ as a satisfactory standard, whereas 
NAGS said "proficient" is what all kids should. attain.) 

NAGS Weaknesses 

To punish NAGS for asserting itself as it had done, curb its independence, and give the 
Department more control of NAEP in the future, the House of Representatives moved 
in 1994 to turn NAGS into a powerless advisory committee .. The Senate resisted and 
a compromise was reached. Sut NAGS was still weakened in that year's I.A.S.A. 
legislation: 

• additional "testing experts" were added to its membership, thus reducing the 
influence of members of the public and adding to the board the very people 
who are-normally hired as staff and consultants; 

• nominating authority was taken away, meaning that the Secretary could now 
appoint anyone. (Secretary Riley, himself a onetime NAGS member, has 
continued to invite the Soard to suggest names as vacancies arose, and has 
taken many--though not alJ--of them, but there is no reason to assume that a 
future Secretary would do this.) 

• board terms. were shortened to 3 years (a problem considering that' it 
typically takes at least a year for new members to "get up to speed" on 
complex NAEP issues); and 

• important NAGS powers (involving. the assessment design and .reporting of 
results) were taken away and given to the Department. 

. Aside from its 1994 weakening, NAGS has inherent problems that are magnified when 
it's asked to take on something as volatile as national testing: . 

• under its current composition, as few as 2 of its 25 members (one governor, 

one legislator) could be from the party that doesn't occupy the White House. 

Thus it cannoUruly be called a bipartisan board in any meaningful. sense; 


• its current· composition assigns 16 slots to professional educators and other 

members of what some call the "education establishment" and just 9 to 

representatives of the "general public" such as elected officials and parents; 


• in key areas, authority is blurred between NAGS and the Education 

Department, such that NAGS decisions may be ignored or reversed by 

Department· officials. It's also important to note that the Department, not . 

NAGS, writes the contracts with ETS and other organizations that actually 

conduct the assessment, which means those contractors view the Department, 

not NAGS, as-theirbos'S: --With "its' authority 'so' diluted andccrmptomised, NAGS . 

is not really an independent agency; 
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• the Department has other advisory c?mmittees (such as the Advisory 
Committee on EduGation Statistics) that it periodically invites to second-guess ( 
NAGS; ETS appoints still more advisory committees and expert panels that do 
much the same thing; and the Congress has had a propensity to assign 
"evaluations" of NAEP to the National Academy of Education and/or National 
Academy of Sciences that also have the effect of second-guessing and 

. undermining while diverting resources and energy. 

Problems in the Administration's Proposal 

Even if NAGS had all the authority it needed with respect to NAEP, the Administration's 
proposal to assign the board partial responsibility for the new national tests is flawed. 
in important particulars: 

• The amendment drafted by the Administration invites NAGS to "formulate 
policy. guidelines" for the. tests, but does not give the· board clear policy control. 
Given current language the Education Department would remain in charge of the 
tests themselves. 

• The amendment does not empower NAGS to review and, as needed, rewrite 
the "test specifications" already drafted for the national tests, or to review 
and alter the large test development contract already awarded by the 
Education Department. (Many who· have reviewed those specifications have 
serious reservations about them and they differ in important particulars from 
the NAEP assessments.) 

• The amendment does not state that NAGS is expected to ensure that the 
standards used for the national tests will be the same as those used for 
reporting NAEP results. (The draft specifications indicate that the "basic" 
standard will be deemed "passing" rather than the "proficient" standard.) 

• The amendment does not empower NAGS to decide whether the national 
tests will be given in languages other than English. (The draft specifications 
assume that the 8th grade math test will also be given in Spanish.) 

3 
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Throw These Tests Out of School· 

By CHESTER E. FINN JR. Black Caucus are opposed on grounds that suits from letting the Education Depart­ Congress, which created the NAGB in 

This week Congress weighs President test scores may harm minorities and more ment 'run the project on behalf of its 1988 and w¢akened it in 1994, could easily 
Clinton's plan for national standards and dollars should instead be pumped into school-establishment and, ivory-tower' set this· right. It would take minutes to 
tests. beginning with fourth·grade read­ school programs. Conservative groups, pals. fioissue is more fundamental than. 'write good legislation to reconstitute the 
ing and eighth-grade math. But although such as the Christian Coalition and Con­ who is in charge of the tests; Mr. Clinton boarq and give it full control, and the 
national testing is in principle a good cerned Women for America, protest this opted to vest that control in his own ap­ Clinton White House is so hot for national 
idea. the president's proposal will do more new federal intrusion into education. One pointees and contractors and experts of testing that. it would likely go along. But 
harm than good. If Congress is going to influential congressman, Rep. Bill their choosing. That arrangement invites . todayit.appearsCongress is not up to 

. enact such a measure. it should do It Goodling (R., Pa.), himself a former future manipulation of sensitive matters that assignment. These are complex. 
right. schoof superintendent. opposes national such as t.est content, standards and "ac-. technical1ssues that'·the· presiden~ cares 

The House is likely to vote to block fu­ testing in principle. In his view, more tests commodations", for influential groups. A. mightllYI"abbut but few on Capitol Hill 
ture funding for the program. A multimil­ wouldn't tell us anything we don't already dozen assistilnt secretaries can riddle and even wlderstand;:Indeed, the GOP lead­
lion-dollar contract, however, has already know about what's wrong with U.S. meddle, and their machinations will shift ership :s'eems tq have virtually abandoned 
been signed by the Education Department schools, and comparisons among schools with passing political winds and changing edu,cat!:0n, appa,rently conCluding ~hat. it 
and work is now under way. Timid GOP are invidious. administrations. cannot outgun\Qr.outmaneuver the White 
Senate leaders, lacking the nerve to kill Many fellow Republicans think Mr. Once the plan encountered oPposi,!i;~nt Hoilseand JtS·f powerful allies in the 
the program, will decide whether to ac­ schOOl establishment. On issues fir 
cept the Clinton version or make last­ larger than tes.ting, the GOP has already 
minute repairs. House and Senate nego­ yield(!d to the' administration. The pend· 

ingappropriations bill, for example.tiators from the appropriations commit­

tees. who have scant expertise in educa-' would· more than double funding for t.he 


genuinely destructive bilingual educationlion policy, will then work out the final 
program..version of the bill. 

All the Stops Bad Advice
Goodling is wrong. Properly done, stan­ the White House made a sop to its critics. Pundits and business spokesmen,The administration has pulled out all dards-based national tests would provide . It hastily cobbled together a proposal to 

the stops to keep its plan alive, including useful information to students and their transfer jurisdiction partly from the Edu­ meanwhile, are giving bad advice. urging 
Congress simply to get on with tbel preSi­threats to veto the huge Health and Hu­ parents and put pressure on schools to im­ cation Department to a body called the Na­ dent's welHntended Initiative. They evi­man Services appropriation in which it is prove. The public-school establishment is tional Assessment Governing' Board. dently haven't, read the test "specs" andembedded. Only in the past few weeks opposed because it wants to continue ob­ That's the "deal" currently before Con­ they dismiSS the governance issues as "de­has its fate been in doubt.. For six fuscating the truth about its dismal per­ gress. tails." Yet if we are to have national test- ...months. a passive GOP Congress simply formance. I served on the NAGB for eight years, lng, It's precisely these details that matter allowed the executive branch to proceed But the Clinton administration has . and chaired it for'two. It's a good group. If most. The crucial questions about any testunilaterally with the first-ever nation­ . mangled this promising idea to the pOint it were made truly independent and bipar­ are who decides what's on It, and who setswide standards and tests in a country that the GOP Congress should either tisan, given unambiguous control ~ver the the standards by which student perfor­that heretofore left such things tei states make major repairs or scrap it alto­ tests and invited to fix the mistakes of the mance is judged. Iand local communities. The White House gether. The pasUew weeks have brought Clinton plan, it might be able to do this del­

If the House and Senate cannot make.brashly asserted that it didn't even nel,!d bountiful evidence that the tests now in icate job. 
sure that sound answers to such questionsauthorization from Congress. The presi­ the works are sorely flawed, just the sort But that isn't, what the administration are enshrined in law, the country would bedent has already signed up six states of exams teachers' unions would love. proposed. Rather, the White House would better off with'outthe tests. But that's not' and 15 cities to participate. Congress They won't tell us whether children ,can hand very limited authority to the NAGB, 
apt ~o happe!} e!t;her~ Keeping this proj ectmerely yawned. My fellow alumni of the actually read or compute. Major prob­ a board that also remains vulnerable .to ali:veis hugely:irnportant to Mr. Clinton.Reagan and Bush administrations agree lems include dumbed-down standards, second-guessing and foot-dragging by the and the GOP leadership would rather cre­that if a Republican White House had at· "fuzzy" math (as Lynne Cheney calls iI), Education Department. Its membership is ate a bad pr:eigrani than Iisk defeat on atempted a maneuver like this, it would universal use of electronic calculators, anybody the secretary of Edu.cation wants 
s~owdo;.vnxOt:. ~6 th!! pre~!dent willl~kelyhave taken the Democratic Congress and assumptions about reading that par­ to apPOint. It could have as few as two Re-' have Ws:way. or close to It Bad n~tlOnalabout 30 secoQds to cut us off at the take of "whole language" and "decon­ publicans out of 25 members. It includes tests will proceed. Aweak NAGB WIll pro­knees. structionist" notions rather than system­ plenty of educators and "testing experts" vide political cover. And true education re­'.. The reason the testing plan is now one atic phoniCS, grammar .and .basic under­ but just a few governors, parents and em­

'.1 form will agai.n be dealt a setback by Un­of the hotter issues in Washington is not, standing. The Clinton tests will examine ployers. As currently constituted, and with 
cle Sam.alas. because Republicans in Congress the things' trendy experts wish the .the meager authority proffered by the 


took the lead but because outside opposi­ schools were teaching, rather than the White House, the NAGB cannot be counted 

tion finally surfaced. On the left. groups skills and knowledge that parents, .em· on to fix the errors in the Clinton scheme, .Mr. Finn is afellow at the Huds.on Insti­

sllr:h as FairTest (which h'as never seen a ployers and state officials prize. much less safeguard the future integrity of tute and a/oimer assistant seCretary of ed, . 


• I 

"Tn.~ -·,', •• ~ •• ~.: .... - .... r ... ",H"n.,) t('l~tlnf" r"~ n:Jtinn~1 t~stinP.'. ucation. 

The Clinton administration has mangled a prorriisi~g . 
idea to 'the point that the GOP Congress should either 
make major repairs or scrap it altogether. 
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August 26, 1997· 

President Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President 

We applaud your goal of introducing a national grade 8 mathematics exam as a way to stimulate 
improvement in mathematics education. 

In developing such a national mathematics test, it is critical to get the details correct lest the goals be lost. 
We are seriously concerned that the development of the national mathematics test is flawed and in need of 
correction. Our concerns are in three areas: The underlying assumption~about what is important in 
mathematics; the composition of the committee which is vvriting the test; and the nature of the test itself.· 

I t is clear that the authors of the exam are working under the assumption that there is, or will be, a national 
consensus that the 1989 Standards of1he National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) are the 
appropriate guide for mathematics education in the United States. This is not true. Troublesome issues 
about the NCTM model are now being raised by committees of the Mathematical Association of America 
and of other mathematics professional association~. We and many others across the country feel strongly 
that use of the 1989 NCTM Standards asa guiding document is a serious error which will undermine the 
credibility and usefulness of the national test. 

The committee which is drafting the exam specifications is biased. First, nearly all of its members are 
strong advocates of the NCTM Standards and of programs that repute to be aligned with the NCTM 
Standards. There is not a balance of different viewpoints regarding mathematics education. Second,· 
members ofthe committee have significant conflicts of interest as they are actively involved in the vvriting 


. or promotion of particular mathematics curricula. Even the slightest suspicion that the authors would bias 

the test toward material covered in their programs, or that their authorship of the test would be used to sell 

their programs or to help them get grants, undermines the credibility of the exam. Conflict ofinterest 
protections should be in place for those vvriting a document as important as the national math test. 

The exam itself, at least as represented in the examination plan, is not at all adequate. To be truly 
informative, the exam should be comprehensive and cover those topics that are important to the future of 
America. At the top end, it must be sure to meet your call for Algebra for all 8th graders. Thus, the 
national exam must extend from basic numerical operations (without calculators) through all of the 
content of a rigorous first year algebra program. The exam fails at both extremes. There is no plan to test 
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basic computational skills under the assumption that all students will know these things. Unfortunately, 
this is not true, as anyone who deals regularly with 8th graders can tell you. If we do not test basic skills 
we will hide from oursdves the extent and range of our weaknesses at the lowest levels. At the other end, 
in spite of calling 25% of the test "Algebra,'~ the content addressed is not algebra at all - - it is not even 
pre-algebra. By ignoring the demanding content of algebra, the design will· fail to measure success at the 
level of our international competition and will fail to promote greater achievement as intended. 

The emerging plan is therefore totally inconsistent with the very reasons for having a national 
mathematics exam, and is contrary to the needs of our country. As you have committed yourself and the 

. country to the goal of a valuable, meaningful and useful examination of mathematical competence, it falls 
to you to correct the errors that are occurring in the development ofthis exam. 

Sincerely, . 

• MATHEMATICIANS 

Henry Alder 
Former President of the Mathematical Association of 
America 
Former member of the California State Board of Education 
Professor of Mathematics at the University of California, 
Davis 
Member of the California Mathematics Framework 
Committee 

Frank B. Allen 
Emeritus Professor of Mathematics 
Elmhurst College 
President of the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics '6F64 

George E. Andrews 
Evan Pugh Professor of Mathematics 
Penn State University 

Wayne Bishop, Ph. D. 
Professor of Mathematics 
California State University, Los Angeles 

Gunnar Carlsson "­
Chairman, Department of Mathematics 
Stanford University 

Anne Cook 
Adjunct Professor of Mathematics 
(and VERY concerned parent!) 
Glen Oaks Community College 

Ralph Cohen 

Professor of Mathematics 

Stanford University 


Institutional affiliations for identification only 

D. W. Crowe 

Prof. Of Mathematics (emeritus) 

Dept. of Mathematics 

University of Wisconsin-Mad ison 


Mirna Dzamonja 

visiting Assistant Profesor 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 


Dr. Gary M. Epstein 

Professor of Mathematics, 

California Polytechnic State University 

San Luis Obispo, CA 


Dr. David J. Foulis 

Professor of Mathematics and Statistics 

University of Massachusetts 


. Amherst, MA 

ted Giebutowski 

Professor of Mathematics 

Plynouth State College 

Plymout, NH 


Leslie Hogben . 

Associate Professor of Mathematics 

Iowa State University 


I. Martin Isaacs. 

Professor of Mathematics 

University of Wisconsin 

Madison WI 


Dikran Karagueuzian 

Van Vleck Assistant Professor of Mathematics 

University of Wisconsin - Madison 
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Jim Kuelbs F. A. (Jack) Roach 
Professor of Mathematics Retired University Professor 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Senior Applied Mathematician 

Donald Kie1 Jerry Rosen 
Emeritus Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science, Professor of Mathematics 
California State University, Los Angeles 

David Klein 
Professor of Mathematics 
California State University, Northridge 

Norman Levitt 
Professor of Mathematics 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, NJ. 

Marc H. Melman .. ~ 
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown 

R. James Milgram 
Professor of Mathematics 
Stanford University 

Motohico Mulase 
Professor of Mathematics 
University of California, Davis 

J. Marshall Osborn 
Professor of Mathematics 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, WI 

Donald S. Passman 
Richard Brauer Professor of Mathematics 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 

Yong-Geun Oh 
Associate Professor 
University of Wisconsin-Madsion 

Amos Ron 
Associate Professor 
Mathematics and Computer Sciences, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

California State University, Northridge 

Vadim Shapiro, Assistant Professor 
Mechanical Engineering and Computer Sciences 

/ University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Stephen G. Simpson 

Department of Mathematics 

Pennsylvania State University 


Bob Stein 
Professor of Mathematics 
California State University, San Bernardino 
School Board Member, 
Rim of the World USD 

Prof..James D. Stein Jr. 

Department of Mathematics 

California State University, Long Beach 


Sherman Stein 

Emeritus Professor of Mathematics, 

University ofCalifornia, Davis 

author of Strength in Numbers 


Howard Swann 

Prof., Math and Computer Science 

San Jose State University 


Abigail Thompson 

As.sociate Professor of Mathematics 

University of California, Davis 


Andre Toom 

University of Sao Paulo 


Hung~Hsi Wu 

Berkeley, CA 
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• OTHER ACADEMICS 

E.D: Hirsch, Jr. 

Professor of English 

University of Virginia 


. and the Core Knowledge Foundation 
Author of The Schools We Need and Why We Don '( Have 
Them 

Doug Carnine 

Professor 

University of Oregon 


Herbert (Herb) 1. Walberg 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

College of Education 

Chicago,IL 


Jeff Haydu 

University of California, San Diego 


Marianne Jennings 

Professor of Legal and Ethical Studies 

College of Business, 

Arizona State University 

parent of four children 


Dr. Martha Schwartz 

University of Southern California 

member of the California Mathematics Framework 

Committee 

Co-founder of Mathematically Correct 


J. E. Stone, Ed.D. 

Professor 

College of Education 

East Tennessee State University 

Johnson City, TN 37614 


David Mulroy 

Associate Professor, Classics 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 


Mary Darner 

instructor in Special Education department 

Northern Illinois University, 

DeKalb, II 


Michael McKeown 

Associate Professor 

Molecular Biology and Virology Laboratory 

The Salk InstitUte for Biological Studies 

San Diego, CA 

Co-founder Mathematically Correct 


Harry Klemfuss, Ph.D. 

Animal Subjects Program-0614 

University of California, San Diego 


Fred C. Zacharias 

Professor of Law 

USD 


Dr. Scott Thomson, MD 

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Division of Nephrology 

University of California, San Diego 


Robert Parmer, MD 

Department of Medicine 

School of Medicine 

University of California, San Diego 


John Videen, M.D. 

Assistant Adjuct Professor of Medicine 

University of California, San Diego 

Parent of a High School Freshman 


Judy Hulse, PhD 

Neil W. Tennant 

Professor of Philosophy and Adjunct Professor of 

Cognitive Science 


. The Ohio State University 
(Gold Medallist in the 1966 National Mathematics 
Olympiad of the South . 
African Academy of Arts and Sciences; on National Honor 
Roll of the 
1968 AMA Olympiad; logician and philosopher of 
mathematics by profession) 

Jamie Clopton 

Dept of Behavioral Sciences 

Palomar College •... . 

Cofounder, Mathematically Correct 


Sally Peterson 

Asst. Faculty Associate 

Computer Science Dept. 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 


Leslie Evans Bush 

Associate Faculty 

Phoenix College 

Phoenix, AZ . 
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Robert Engler, M.D. David R. Sigurdson, Ph.D. 

Professor of Medicine, Professor of Earth Sciences 

Univesity of California, San Diego Calif. State University Dominguez Hills 

Parent of2 teenagers . 


• TEACHERS AND OTHER EDUCATORS 

.. 	 Jaime Escalante Betty Raskoff Kazmin, JD 
Calculus Teacher featured in Stand and Deliver Veteran algebra teacher 
Johnson High School, Sacramento, CA Ohio 

Richard Schwartz Kim Mackey. 

Chemistry Teacher Math Teacher, 

Torrance High School Valdez, Alaska 

Torrance, CA 

American Chemical Society Western Region Teacher of Carol Gambill 

the Year, 1995 Mathematics Teacher 


Sewickley Academy 

Lawrence S. Braden Sewickley, PA 

Mathematics Teacher 

S1. Paul's School· Bill Kurdziel 

Concord, NH Math Educator 

Presidential Awardee, Excellence in Teaching Chico, CA 

Mathematics, 1987 


Erica Heikoff McKeown 

William F. Clair Mathematics Teacher 

Addams High School Founder, EHM Mathematics 

Chairperson of 7 continuation high schools Parent 

Mentor teacher San Diego, CA 

1989 teacher of the year (Madson Junior High School) 

Los Angeles Unified School District Barbara Pickel fnscho 

los Angele, CA M.S., Univ of TN in Math Ed 


Tandy Technology Scholar, 1994 

Dan Hart Past President, East TN Ed. Ass'n 

Math Teacher 

San Fernando High School William J. Braund 

Los Angeles Unified School District 83 ION John St . 

Los Angeles, CA Clifford In 47226 


Dennis Stanton Donald Barrett 
Mathematics Department Chairman Detroit Public High School Mathematics Teacher 
Soquel High Sch091 . 
Santa Cruz City Schools Gareth G. Bouwman 
Santa Cruz, CA Math Teacher 

Eatonville High School 

Harvey Solomon Eatonville, WA 98328 

Mathematics Teacher 

Soquel High School . Gary McMurrin 

Santa Cruz City Schools Valencia H.S. 

Santa Cruz, CA Santa Clarita, CA 


James E. Husband Jane Dornbusch 

Mathematics supervisor high school mathematics teacher 

Oil City Area Schools Mississippi 

Oil City, PA 16301 
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Kirt Bell Alice Furry 
Teacher of st;:condary math and composite sciences Assistant Superintendent 

G !oria I. Prada 
Algebra Teacher 
Hayward Unified School District 

Dr. William Neis 

Mathematics teacher 

San Diego, CA 


Sandy Carrott 

Teacher & parent 


James R. Colbert 
Math Department Chairman 
8th Grade Mathematics Teacher 
Lakeside, CA 

Alan D. Humble 

teacher 


Susan P. Urwin 

8th Grade Math teacher 


Tom Smart 

Mathematics teacher 

Sewickley Academy 


Marcella Dawson 
Teacher and Parent 

. Texas 

W.S. Whited 

Math Teacher 


Brenda Kozak 
Eyer Jr. High Mathcounts coach 
Pennsylvania 

Rodney Larash 
Eyer Jr. High Mathcounts coach 
Pennsylvania 

Carol Simmons 

Math Teacher, 8th grade 


Sacramento County Office of Education 
Sacramento; CA 

Bernadine Mullen 
Fifth Grade Teacher 
Sacramento, CA 

Cuc Phan 
Bilingual Teacher's Aide 
Elk Grove Unified School District 
Sacramento, CA 

Vicki Bagatti 
Tutor 
Carmichael, CA 

Robert Hagopian 
Middle School Teacher 
Santa Cruz, CA . 

Annette Hagopian 
Teacher's Aide 
SantaCruz, CA 

Pat Johnson 
Retired Teacher 
Volunteer, Rolling Readers 
Sacramento, CA .. 

Debra !gleburger 
Middle School Teacher 
Goethe Middle School 
Sacramento, CA 

Tulvio Durand 
retired engineer ang math teacher 
San Diego, CA 

Bill Stanard 
teacher & pa'rent 
Vermont 

. Bonnie Blevins 
Pre-School Teacher 

Jim Grittner 
Mathematics Instructor 
Canaan Memorial High School 
Canaan, VT 
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• SCHOOL BOARDIBOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS 


Abigail Themstrom 

Member, State Board of Education 

Massachusetts 


Bill Carlson, Trustee 
Yucaipa-Calimesa Joint Unified School District 
Yucaipa, CA 

Bill Bonville 
Three Rivers School District Board of Directors 
6030 Tunnel Loop Rd. 

. Grants Pass, .OR 97526 

Christine Cohen 

Board of Trustees 

Pressley Ridge Schools 

Pittsburgh, PA 


. Scott Kaseburg . 
Renton School Board President 
Renton, WA 

Timothy Donahue 
Board Member 
Pleasant Valley School District 
Camarillo, CA 

Tom Griffin 
Lawyer 
School Board Member 
Sacramento City Unified School District 
Sacramento, CA 

Dr. Steven A.Lapp 
Chairman of the Technology Committee at Sewickley 
Academy 
Trustee of Sewickley Academy 
Parent of two· children at Sewickley Academy and one at 
Georgetown University 
President ofDesign Sciences, Inc. - a firm specializing in 
quantitative risk and reliability assessment 

• PARENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS 


Bruce Crawford 
Business Operations Manager 
Fountain Valley, CA 

Robert Y. Cheung, 0.0. 
Optometrist 
Atascadero, CA 

Klara K. Cheung 
Office Administrator 
Atas~adero, CA 

Larry Gipson 
Design Engineer 
Co-founder Mathematically Correct 
Escondido, CA 

(Mrs.) Leigh Hughes 
Small Business Owner & Parent 
San Diego, CA 

James E. Hughes 
Small Business Owner & Parent 
San Diego, CA 

Charles L. Beavers, AlA 
Architect, Vice President 
Interactive Resources 
·Peatluma, CA 

Leslie Schwarze 

Novato, CA 


Charles Schwarze 

Novato, CA 


Ruth M. Hart . 

Software Engineer & Parent 


Dianne R. Cassidy .,<. 


Parent & Teacher 

BS Art Education, University of Oregon 

MAT Education, Lewis & Clark College 

Co-Founder, Advocates for Curriculum 

Excellence, Lake Oswego, OR 


Gayle Cloud 

Parent 

President, Citizens United for Education 

Riverside, CA 


Charles 1. Masenas 

Engineer and Parent 


Leah Vukmir 

President, Parents Raising Educational Standards in . 

Schools (PRESS) 

Milwaukee, WI 

http://www.execpc.com/-presswis/wis 
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Carol Gambill 

Mathematics Teacher 

Sewickley Academy 


Mike Gambill 
. Corporate Director 
Human Resources 
ALCOA 
Pittsburg, PA 

James Hollis Clayton, Jr. 

Retired Executive 

Sara Lee 

Knoxville TN 


Marion Beckham Clayton 

Retired Anesthetist 

Knoxville TN 


Marion C. Calloway 

President 

MCC Window Coverings Inc. 

West Hills, CA 


Phillip Calloway 

Aerospace Management 

Hughes Aircraft 

West Hills, CA 


Steve Goss (Mechanical Engineer) 
Arizona Parents for Traditional Education 
http://www.theriver.comlPublicltucsonyarents_edu_forum 

Lauren Scheffers, M.Ed., M.B.A, 

parent of uformerly gifted/now disabledumath student 


Dr. Paul and Jodi Hoffman 

National Directors 

R.A.M.P.-Restore America's Moral Pride 

VOC-Victimization of Children 


Jeanne Donovan, Coordinator 

Education Consumers Association of Fort Worth & 

Crowley 

http://geowww.geo.tcu.edu/eca 


Kurt Wilson 

Brea, CA 

Democrat, parent, REALTOR 


Jackie Hyman 

Brea, CA 

Republican, Novelist, media reporter 


Steve Baldwin 
. Member 

California State Assembly 

Janice Wolf Boomstein 

Parent of two 

MS in Electrical Engineering, Stanford University 

BS in Computer Science, Universityof,Michigan 


Micheline Fountain Hutson 

Colleen M. Hinman 

Barbara Shafer, founder A.P.P.LE. 

(Active Participation Promotes Libertyville Education) 


Fay Anne Wong 

Rowland Heights, CA 


Franklin Yang 

Rowland Heights, CA 


Ze'ev Wurman 
Parent, Palo Alto, Calif. 
Director of Software, DynaChip Corporation 
Member, 1997 California Mathematics Framework 
Committee 
Steering Committee, Honest Open Logical Debate (HOLD) 
on math reform 

Howard Cohen, M.D. 

Director of Clinical Services 

Assoc. Profess9r of Medicine 

Assoc. Chief of the Division of Cardiology 

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 


Robert L Mandell D.M.D., M.M.Sc. 

Diplomate American Board of Periodontology 

member Concerned Parents of Reading, MA 


Paulette Simpson 

Juneau, Alaska 


. Barbara Tennison 
Oregon 

Cindy Duckett 

President, Project Educate 

Wichita, KS 


Cheryl Nelson 

Parent, Petaluma, CA 


Helen Fallon 

Parent 

Venice California 


Holly Tilson 

Parent 

Los Angeles, CA 
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William L. Mulert Margaret McMillan 
Electrical Engineer & Parent Brea, CA 
Co-Founder of Advocates for Curriculum Excellence Democrat, mother, office manger 

Robert S. Tennison 
Oregon 

Darcy Waris 
Japanese Language Teacher 
Parent, Department of Defense Dependent Schools 
Okinawa, Japan 

GySgt Mark S. Meadows 
U.S. Marine Corps 
Okinawa, Japan 

Cynthia L. Meadows 
Parent, Department of Defc:nse. pependent Schools 
Okinawa, Japan 

Denise M. McArthur 
Sign Language Interpreter 
Parent, Department of Defense Dependent Schools 
Okinawa, Japan 

Major Robert C. McArthur 
United States Marine Corps 
Alumnus, U. S. Naval Academy 
Alumnus, U.S. Naval Post Graduate School 

Captain Augusto G. Cata 
United States Marine Corps 
Alumnus, U.S. Naval Academy 

Carmen Cata 
Parent, Department of Defense Dependent Schools 
Okinawa, Japan 

Madalyn McDaniel 
parent 
Atascadero Unified School District, CA 

Jerry McDaniel 
parent 
Atascadero Unified School District, CA 

Terri Sherwin 
parent· 
Atascadero Unified School District, CA 

Charles Prussak, Ph.D. 
President 
Molecular Medicine 

Micheline Hutson 
Houston, Texas 

Jerold Mathews 

Ames, IA 


Donna Duffau . 

Homeschooling Parent 


Paul Duffau 

Homeschooling Parent 


Greg Spolar 

Mathematics Standards Committee 

Escondido Union School District 


. Michael D. Hays 
Pastor and Parent 

Paul Clopton 
Statistician, San Diego 
Member, 1997 California Mathematics Framework 
Committee 
Member, San Diego Mathematics Standards Committee 
Cofounder, Mathematically Correct 

Richard C. Webb, Registered Professional Engineer 

Webb Laboratories 

Hartland, WI 


Mitz Lee 

President 

Alliance for Quality Education 


Jeff Lee 

Vice President and' 

Executive Director 

Alli,,~ce for Quality Education 


Priscilla Cummings 

Chris Patterson 

San Antonio, Texas 


Mary R.Davy 

Carmichael, CA 


Rose Gaston 

Parent 

Registered Nurse 


Peggy Powell 

Parent 

Registered Nurse 
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Karen Crowther Nancy S. Paige, RN 
President; Redwood Games, Inc. Parent 
MS Mechanical Engineering, University ofCalifomia San Diego, CA 

Melanie Shenker 
parent 
Lexington, MA 

Abe Shenker 
parent 
Lexington, MA 

Janis D. Smith 
Education Chairman 
Alta Vista PTA 
Redondo Beach, CA 

Richard S. Smith 
Business & Finance Manager 
TRW 
Redondo Beach, CA . 

Dana Harris 
Parent 
Pittsburg, PA 

Franco Harris 
Parent 
Pittsburg, PA 

Lorrie Alves. 
La Canada Math Advisory Group 
Candidate for the La Canada School Board 
La Canada, CA 

Fred Tempereau 
parent 
San Diego, CA 

Therese Tempere~u 
parent 
San Diego, CA 

Ray Merewether .... 
Parent 
La Jolla CA 

Elaine E. Flynn 
Parent 
Poway, CA 

Donald G. Paige, MD 
Parent 
San Diego, CA 

Michael Arthur Gambill, Jr., Esq. 

Former "Teach for America" Teacher 


Marvi Hagopian 
. Parent 
Sacramento, CA 

Gregory L. Comegys 
High School Math Evaluation Committee member 

Ms. Alice S. Whalley 

Parent 

Vista, CA 


Mat A. Toenniessen M.A. 

Robert J. Sweeney, BS, MS 

Martin School Council Parent Representative 

Martin School . 

Seekonk, MA 


Janet Feldman 

Parent 

Pennsylvania 


Kenneth Feldman 

Parent 

Pennsylvania· 


Quentin Schmierer 
Senior Design Engineer at IBM AS/400 Division 
Rochester,. MN 

Jay Case 

PTA President 

Staff Services Management Auditor 

Sacramento, CA 


Janet Case 

Parent 

Sacramento, CA 


Linda Boutin, Director 

Parent Advocates for Children'S Education 

Davis, CA 


Jonathan Hagopian 

Molecular Biologist/Lab Technician 

. Santa Barbara, CA 


Carol Simmons 
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Leon Hagopian 
Real Estate Broker 
Sacramento, CA 

Mike Perez 
Parent 
Sacramento, CA 

Colleen Corry . 
Parent 
Eugene, Oregon 

David Dye 
Parent 
Washington, DC 

Steven H. Johnson 

Robert Hayes 
Parent, Computer Network Consultant 
Blamer of Math for all of life's successes 

John F.Polites 
Senior Telecommunications Tech 
TRW - Avionics San Diego 

• STUDENTS 

Matt Berner 
9th grade student 
former member of the Pennsylvania Mathcounts team 

Mike Church 
Student 
Pennsylvania Mathcounts National Team 1995-6 and 
1996-7 

Katie Sherwin 
student 
California Polytechnic State University 

Todd D. Spindler _:_ 
Ph.D. candidate 
Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science 
University of Miami 

Gary Gambill 
B.S. in mathematics 
Georgetown Graduate Student 

Jefferson M. DeMarco (Attorney at Law) 
Parent 
Riverside, CA 

Douglas E. Appelt 
Senior Computer Scientist 
SRI International 

Greg Blevins 
Parent 

Ruth Dearman 
Parent 

Jim Dearman 
Parent 

R. Craig Kirsch, 
CEO and President 
Sears Family Dental Centers 

Mary M. Kirsch, 

CFO of Systems Modeling Corporation 


Robert D. O. Kennedy 

Dartmouth College '00 

Pre-med and Biogenetics major 


Brian Feldman 

Pennsylvania Mathcounts National Team 1996-7 


F. Dok Harris 
Princeton '0 I 

Thomas J. Wagner 
student, 

Karoline Enzenberger 
Alaska MathCounts National Team 95-96 and 96-97 

Robert Hagopian, Student 

Santa Barbara City College 

Santa Barbara, CA 


Emily Hagopian, Student 

Santa Barbara City College 

Santa Barbara, CA 
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