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By NANCY CHARRON
Dover Bureau chief

Y DOVER — President Clinton

arrives in Dover today to address
the General Assembly on eduea-
tion reform, and to talk to the
troops at Dover Air Foree Base,
The area around Legislative
Hall should he spick-and-span
when Clinton arvives. [t huzzed
Thursday with activity, {rom
phone technicians installing extra
fines to the state’s official china
heing delivered to Gov. Carper’s of-
fice for refreshments for guests.
The president has nsed state leg-

wslative venues on several oceasions

to talk about policy initiatives.

Delaware 1s among states imple- .

menting education reforms, many
of them simtlar to Clinton's pro-
gram.

But not all of the 62 lawmakers
are going to hear the 12:30 pm. ad-
dress in the Senate chamber.

The chamber, which holds only
about 230 people, will be packed
with lawmakers and their guests,
the povernov’s Cabinet, the judi-
ciary, statewide elected officialy
and o lavge media contingent.,

Of the 41 House members, nine
will be absent, including Rep. ALO.
Plant. Se, D-Wilmington Central,

who said he liked the president but,

had personal business, to Rep. Jef-

“fiey G, Mack, R-New Castle, who.

saitl he conld not leave his teach-
ing assignment. Many lawmakers
have full-time jobs.

Only one senator will be absent

- Sen. Colin R.L. Bonini, R-Dover

South. He s the only lawmaker ad-
mittedly absent as a matter of
principle. Bonini said he has ser-
ous ethical and pelicy differences
with the president.

“I think it is an immature thing
to do” Senate President Pro Tem
Thomas B. Sharp, D-Pineerest,
said, “He 1s the president. You
have a duty to go.”

But the absences haven't ruffled

!

. Streets near
Legisiative Hall
will be closed .
8 a.m. until

about 3 p.m.

viewing
area

Tha News Journal

the Carper administration.

“We recognize that Friday is
not g regulac legislative day and
legislators have scheduling con-
flicts,” said Shern Woodruff,
Carper's press secretary.

The speech will-be broadcast
outside the building, Afterward,
the president will go to the south
side of Legislative Hall to greet
the public. . .

Streets around the building will
he closed to through teaffic from 8
am, to 3 pm. and the Water Street
branch of the Dover Federal Credit
Union will be closed for the day.

Motorists also can expect some
delays on US. 113 hetween the base
and the capital when the presiden-

- tialmotorcade passes through in

late morning and mid-afternoon,
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Preparations
follow 'slric}
protocol 7,

By D.L. Bonar
. Staff writer ¢

DOVER — Protocol is king as
this historlc day dawns on Leg-
Islative Hall,

The General Assembly and
Gov. Thomas R. Carper play host
today to Prestdent Bill Clinton,
Education Secretary Richard W.
Riley and Defense Secretary
Willlam Cohen.

Gellng In lo Legislative Hall
for the visit 1s tightly controlled
and dictated by. the governor's
office, with the cooperation of -
the White House.

“No one wil be permitted into
the building unless they have an
Invitation or credentials,” said
Sheri L. Woodruff, a spokes-
woman for Gov. Carper.

Thursday, the Carper admin-
istration announced.-a public
appearance would be made by
the president following his

address to the General Asscn-!
bly. The public appearance wiil
take place on the south end of
Legislative Hall, along William
Penn Avenue. . .

+ "The public is encouraged to
attend this open appearance.”
Ms, Woodruff said. -

Each person entering the
buflding will be required 'to
pass through a metal detector,
which was insialled on Thurs-
day. .

“We  have a very specific
methad of prolocol which must
be followed for the session,”
Ms. Woodruff said.

On the Toor of the Senate
Chamber will be a select Hst of
Delaware officials, she said.-
Each member of the legislature

will be allowed one guest. After
that, come cabinet secretarles,
slatewtde elected officlals and
chiefs of.the judiclal branch of
state government.

Above the fioor in 68 seals
contatned in the Senate balcony

will be 34 members of the
‘media including 15 loeal
‘reporiers and 34 representa-
tives of senior staff to the gov-
ernor, the legislature and White
. House staffers;

As dusk settled over Legista-
live Hall. the . "big event” was
obviously having g huge effect
on the ‘historie bullding.

Inside (he hall, technictans
were turning the Senate cham-
bers into a stage. Televiston
lights were instailed, platforis
erected on which cameras and
photographers would be locat.
ed and- chairs were -belq

brought in on which (o sear the
guests,

o

“for all

: ' Staff photosidehn King
Top, Charles Porter of Milford installs phone lines at the
Armory on the-Green, which will serve as national media
headquarters. Above, Giffie Brown plants some shrubs to
help prepare for the president’s visit.

““Quite an event.” said Rep.

" Robert 'F. Gilligan, D-Newark,

the house minority leader as he
left "the building just after 7
p.m.. -
“It's a once in a lfetime thing
of us. Just think, Mon-
day. all we'll have is the mem-
ory and some photographs, but

cwe'll all be a' permancni part

of Delaware history.” -

D.L. Bonar can be reached
at 741-8228 or at daver-
pa@newszap.com.
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Staff photofdohn King '

Staff photo/Jobn King  Above, Cralg Stevens, a broadcast énglnéer for ABC, sets up a transmitter to feed to the

Jim Spencer of Comcast Cable setsup a TV for the media outside to watchthe speech.

White House media pool before the president’s speech.

-~

DS S-Z-T8

i



Ready if he
decides to
chow down
DSHN s°.8-99

Staff report

President Clinton has hecnr

know to pay unexpected vis-
its to-fast food restaurants in
his travels. Jeffery Mack,
assistant manager for Burger
King at 211 S. Dupont High-
way, wasn't aware that the
nation’s chiefl executive was
coming to town.

“1 think we would just carry‘

on as usual if the president
came here,” he said. "It would
be a surprise but we'd give
him our utmost best service
as we do each customer and
treat him as we usually treat
our customers even though
he's the president.”™

The Burger King Restau-
rant at Dover Air Force Base
Is geared up t'or Presldcnt
Clinton.

Everybcdys talking about ‘

him today.” sald Assistant
Manager Karmella Regaspl.
“"We would shake his hand
and show him around the
store. 1 know some don't want
to see him but 1 would defi-
nitely want to meet him. |
came (rom the Phillipplnes.
In my country, I met our
leader. 1 have seen him. I

would want to meet President .

Clinton, tco.”

Ms. Regaspi said employ-
ees were Instructed to come
into the base early In case
there is restricted access. *

“Our manager wants us to
be in here and ready” Ms.
Regaspi said.

Traffic restrictions

Carper says

Clinton crack
was just a joke

Lots of jokes have been
poked at Presldent Clinton &n
the past year.

" One of the [oke-tellers,
Delawareans will remember,
was Gov. Thomas R, Qarper.

At the Delaware State
Chamber of Commerce
breakfast in -January, Gov
Carper joked to breakfast
joked about the controversy
Involvirig  Prestdent Clinton
and White House intern Mon-
fca Lewinsky.

"My stall had asked me as |

a joke whether 1 would be
interviewing interns with a
lawyer,” Gov. Carper sald ear-
‘lfer thls week. "It was [ust a
Joke."

The governor sald he ‘'was
not trying to distance himselfl
from the prestdent. . .

Gov. Carpet's jokes came
the day after the prestdent

.gave the State of the Union

Expect to
get wet

The president will likely be

|.welcomed by overcast skies

and showers when he arrlves
in Dover today.

The weekend weather,
beginning today, is expected
:to be cloudy. -with showers
likely ‘throughout the period.
Highs will be in the mid- to
upper 60s.:

Clmton s Public Address

W President Clinton will addsess ihe public
from the south side of Legislative Hali. The
DUDIIC may garher along William Penn Stieel.

Molonsis shauld
be advised there

still not certain

According to Michael R.
Bundick, state Facility Man-
agement deputy director
there will be some parking
restrictions and road clo-

will be road
sures in the area of the cap- cilosings around
{tal complex, but as of 4 p.m. Legisiative Hall
Thursday they were still being Al of Wiliam
rirm_cd up. : Penn Street and
"Most of, the parking |’} parts of Court

around downtown Dover will Siree! will be
be unaffected,” Mr. Bundick closed all ¢

] said. "l can say almost con- &l Gay.
fidently that Legislative
Avenue will be closed, and i
some of Court Street, but how FEDERAL STREET Staft graphic/ |,
much has. not been déter- |. I — " LindaLee
mined.”
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First State {requent
stop for presidents,

research reveals
NI S-p-7F

By NANCY CHARRON -
Dover Bureau chief '

President Clinton is the first
president to address a joint meet-
ing of the I)elaw.uc General !\»
sembly.

But he's JusL one in w long line

ol sitting .presidents to visit the
FFirst State, starting with the
nation’s first president, George
Washington.

The Clinton visit sparked
major rescarch effort by the state’s
Public Archives and Legislative
Council to give some perspective
to the occasion.

Rescarchers found that in 1789,
President-elect  Washington
stopped i Wilmington on his way
to the fivst presidential in‘xugm -
tion in New York. He visited at
least 12 more times, the last on
Dee, 16, 1798, a year belore his
death. '

President John Adanis and his

wife visited Wilmington in 1801,
and President Andrew Jackson
docked at New Cuastle on the
Stesunboat-Ohio twice in 1833,
Northern Delaware wis 2 popu-
lar stopover for presidents travel-
ing along the Bast Coast by train
President James K. Polk visited
e 1847, as did President Millavd
Filmore and his Cabinet in 1851,
Franklin Pieree passed thvough in
1856. '
I 1848, Abrahiun Lineoln made
aspeech in Delawnee white nmem-

~ ber of Congress. Alter his assassi-

nation in 1865, his funceal Lram
passed throwgh Wilmington, Presi-

dent /\nda ew JGhnson vm(v(l the -

state m 1866,

The moxt eluborate reception
apparently was accorded Prosi-
dent Ulysses 80 Grant i 1873,
when the General Assembly ad-
journed to go to Wilmington to
mecet him.

In 1923, President Warren (4
Harding and his wife vistted dur-
ing a tour that ended in his death
in San Francisco,

President Pranklin D. Roosevelt
drew large crowds through the
19305, according to the rescarchoers,
and his visits were followed by ones
from Harry S, Fruman, Dwight D,

o

-

Presi den Clmlon s schedule
at Legislative Hall

Noon -— Gale opens at
Water Street and Legislative Av-
enue near south entrance ol
Legislalwe Hall for people who -
want to see
the presi-
dent.

12:3¢0
p.m. — Clin-
ton's  ad-
dress in the
Senate
chamber to
a joint ses-
sion of the
General As-
sembly,

which will be

broadcast 1o
the public

Pres:dent Clmlon

outside the hall.

Alter the address, the presi-
dent will greet the public at the
south side of Legislative Hall
‘along William Penn Street.

Kiseuhower, Jobn F Bennedy and
Lyndon B dohnson, :

In recent years, President
Gieorge Bush visited three times,
Today marks Clinton's fourth visit,

Su who didn't stop by in recent.
years? Neither Ronald Reagan nor
Gerald FPord visited Delawave
while they were president,
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Defense secretary

DSV

By Tom Eldred
S-§-7¢

Staff writer

DOVER — Another star has been added‘

to the entourage of officials coming with
President Bill Clinton to Dover today.

According to the White House, Defense
Secretary William Cohen will join the
chiel executive and Secretary of Educa-
tion Richard W. Riley on the trip.

“At the request of the president, Sec-
retary Cohen will be traveling with Mr.
Clinton to Dover.” White House spokes-
woman Julie Payne said. "He will be
attending the presidents address to the
state legislature.”

Ms. Pavne stressed President Clinton's
visit will focus entirely on education pri-
orities. However, Gov. Thomas R. Carp-
er said he plans to find time to remind
Secretary Cohen of the extreme impor-
tance of maintaining Dover Air Force Base
as a strategic military facility.

“lIts so modern and efficient.” Gowv.
" Carper said. "It would be the last base
the Pentagon would think of closing. |
will express those views to Secretary
Cohen.”

There was some confusion Thursday
between the White Houst and Pentagon
as to exactly what role Secretary Cohen

will have when Presi-
dent Clinton speaks to
personnel at the base
later in the day.-

Ms. Payne said the
defense sccretary s’
also scheduled to
speak.

But the Department
of Defense said the
president is the only
scheduled speaker.

“We don't have (Scc-
retary Cohen} down for
any remarks at the base.” said Army Col.
Edwin F. Veiga. a Department of Defense
spokesman. "He will be traveling with the
president. at the president’s request. and
he might introduce himn at the base, Therc
are no plans to address personnel. The
president is doing all the speaking.”

Ms. Payne offered a different version.
"We have him speaking at the base.” she
said.

Secretary Cohen was asked. Ms. Payne
said. o lend support to the presidents
message on education initiatives, which
she said include proposals for improv-
ing schools on military hases for chil-
dren of military personnel.

“The president made a staternent sev-

William
Cohen

eral months ago that he
wants the schools on
our -military bases
upgraded to meet the
standards proposed for
all public schools.™ Ms.
Payne said.

Maj. Kirk E. Farvni-
asz. a spokesman at the
Dover facility. said
there are_three schools
-— two elementary
schools and a middle
school — on base prop-
erty to serve Air Force families. All three
facilities are administered by Caesar Rod-
ney School District.

Although Maj. Farynaisz did not have
a listing for the total number of students
being schooled at the base. he said the
Air Force spends millions of dollars annu-
ally for operating the schools. as well as
for children from military families who
attend high school off-base. .

“For school year 1996-97, the base con-
tributed $7,142,052 through June 1997
to the Caesar Rodney district,” he said.
In addition. $30.136 went to Capital
School District.

Congressman Michael N. Castle, R-Del..
is attending the presidential visit. He

Richard W.
Riley.

| be with president

. echoed Gov. Carper’s sentiments about

the Dover base. especially in light of
recent word from Washington the Air
Force may consider eliminating some
bases in favor a consolidated group of
“superbases.” ‘

"1 believe that Secretary Cohen's visit
to Dover Air Force Base will be to rec-
ognize and payv-tribute 1o the personnel
that serve the Air Force's only base for -
C-5 airlift aircraft on the East Coast.”
Rep. Castle said. "He also will bring atten-
tion to the fact that Dover is a valuable
staging ground for airlift operations to
the Middle East and Europe. Quite
frankly. our worldwide military reach
could not succeed without Dover Air
Force Base.” | : .

Gov. Carper said he's delighted the two
cabinet officials are accompanying the
president to Dover. He called Secretary
Cohen a “credit to both political parties”.
and referred to Secretary Riley as a “won-
derful. decent human being.” deeply com-
mitted to improving American education.

“You will see Dick Riley's lips move
when the president speaks.” the gover-
nor said.

Tom Eldred can be reached at’
741-8212 or at
teledred@newszap.com.
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Select group will meet
privately with Clinton

By Ashley Gray

sy
Stafl writer ':g//‘g ’qg/

LEWES — A handful of peo-
ple will meet Prestdent BilY Clin-
ton during an intmate, private
gathering today while he visiis
Daover.

‘The gathering will be about 20
minutes long, and held In Gow
Thomas R. Carper's legislative
hall office just belore the Prest-
dent adedresses a joint sesslon
of the General Assembly. saijd
press scerctary Andy Lippstone.

“Because (his) speech revolves
around educatlon, we though it
was appropriate to invite some
of the state’s major players in
ecducation for a bricf. nformal
cvent,” Mr, Lippstone sald.

A list of those invited wasn't
avallable because of scourlty rea-
sons, bul at_lcast one person
attending will be Cape Henlopen
School District Superintendent
Suellen Skeen. Others will be
business people tnvolved i edu-
catfon reform, administrators
and top school board officials.

Dr, Skeen was fuvited to rep-
resent the Chief School Officers
Association, of which she is
prestdent.

“I'i looking forward do 1" D
Skeen safd. “I've never miet one
ol our prestdents before.”

While Seccretary of Education

br, Iris 1L Metts menlioned to
Dy, Skeen that she may be nvit-
ced, ber attendanece wasn't con-
firmed  untdl Wednesday, after
securhiy elearanee and such. "TH
try to hehave myscelt and act ke
Ulenow what 'm doing,” she sald,
Latghings.

Debnar School District Super-
intendent George E. Stone met
I'resident Clinton only two years
ago on lis turl v Washington,
D.C. "My school was a bluc rib-
bon school of execllence when |
was principal of Scaford Middie
School, 0 we were invited.to a
reception and we all got to meet
hitm. P not one (o be impressed
by power, mine or anybody's
else's, but there is definitely an
aura to the president and being
at the White Tousc,” he said,

Miiford Superintendent
Robert D. Smith Il hasn't ever
met  Bill Clinton,  but he's
brushed shoulders with other
lieads of state.

When he was  in college,
around 1970, he got to mect the
37th president.

“I met (Richard) Nixon tu
Washinglon at a dance for his
daughter, Trisha.” he sald, “Thal
was sort of neat.”

Ashley Gray can be
reached at 644-6323 or at
ashgraynewszap.com,

Who won't be there

today's speech:

Representatives

Senate

Nine representatives and one senator will not be attending

m Al O, Plant Sr., D-Wilminglon

w Arthur L. Scotl, D-Wilminglon,
® David D. Brady. D-Claymont

m Bruce C. Reynolds, R-Bear

= Jeffrey G. Mack, R-New Caslle
m Joseph R. Petrilli, R-Newark

m Willam A. Oberle Jr., R-Newark
® Richard F. David, R-Newark

= Clifford G. "Bill” Lee, R-Laurel .

u Colin R.J. Bonini, R-Dover

, DCR will have presidential coverage

Walch Monday for a presidential edition of the Delawarc
Capitol Review. The publication, which is normally 'mailed on
Friday, will be delayed until Monday to provide the readers
with coverage of President Clinton's trip to Dover.
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Wet weather
welcomes
president

By Tom Eldred
Staff writer

DOVER — Gray skies turned darkér and
a hard rain drenched Dover Air Force Base
Friday as President Bill Clinton stepped
off Air Force.One at the base.

It was 12:03 p.m.

The president was met by a small group
of dignitaries. including Gov. Thomas R.
Carper, Lt. Gov. Ruth Ann Minner. Dover
Mayor James L. Hutchison and base com-
mander Col. Felix M. Grieder. -

The rain continued. - : )

_"Where are the umbrellas. where are the
umbrellas?” a security officer "yelled sec-
onds before ‘the chief exécutive ‘began to
descend the movable exit steps wheeled
up to the legendary aircraft.

Two large umbrellas were rushed out.
One for the governor and Lt. Gov, Min-
ner. Another for Mayor Hutchison.

. President Clinton, bareheaded, seemed

not to notice the pelting rain. Without an’

umbrella, he moved down the row of wait-
ing officials. He chatted ‘briefly. shook
hands, and.then was ushered into one of

‘the.waiting presidential limousines for the

motorcade intc Dover 2nd Legislative Hall.

Nearby, on a flathed. truck, local pho-
tographers and writers recorded every wet
moment. The national press and White
House photographers, with higher securi-
ty clearance, moved closer. The rain was
still pouring down. They were drenched
too.

Base security personnel, hours earlier,
had moved the press corps through var-
jous debriefings on the president’s visit.
Strict rules to follow. Those receiving

i

President Clinton arrives into the rain at Dover Air Force Base.

clearances in the morning would not be
- permitted to leave the base until after the
president delivered his address in Hangar
706 around 3 p.nv.

Final security “"sweeps™ were conducted
by Secret Servicemen. The agents, dressed
in ubiquitous black or tan trench coats,
each sported a small. gold-colored lapel
pin. They also wore a small microphones
— always in the right ear. ~

Much later in the afternoon, with Pres-

Staff photo/Linda Laird

ident Clinton safely on his way back to
the White House, the extra securily mea-
sures vanished. News reporters were
escorted back to their vehicles by profi-
cient base public affairs officers. They
scattered to file their stories. -
The president of the United States had
come to Dover.
Tom Eldred can be reached at
741-8212 or at
teldred@newszap.com.
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Wet
weather
‘welcomes |
president |

By Tom Eldred DSV
Staff writer b -19-98 -
DOVER — Gray skies
turned darker and a.hard
‘rain drenched Dover Air
Force Base Friday. as Presi-
dent Bill Clinton stepped off
Alr Force One at the base.
It was 12:08 p.m. '
The nresident was met by
a smali group of dignitaries,
lncluding - Gov. Thomas R.
Carper, Lt. Gov. Ruth Ann
Minner, Dover Mayor James
.. Hutehison and basc com-
mander Col. Felix M.
Grieder. - =
- The rain continued. .
“Wlhere are the umbrellas,
where are the umbreilas?” a
securily officer yelled sec-
onds before the chief exec-
utive began to descend the
movable exit steps wheeled
up to the legendary aireraft.
Two large umbrellas were
rushed out. One for the gov-
ernor and 'Lt. Gov. Minner..
Another for Mayor Hutchi-
son, . :
President Clinfon, bare-.
headed, seemed not to
notice the pelting rain, With-
out an umbrella, he moved
down the row of waiting offi-
cials, . - ‘
Tom Eldred can be
reached at 741-8212 or
at teldred@newszap.com.

/'d . '
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Storm doesn’t dampen

the crowd’s

‘By Delarita C. Ford
Staif writer Dsa \3“,?-?8

DOVER Some  people
walked and stood for hours in
the rain, Some people Jooked
through binoculars. Some peo-
ple stood on the curb with o
crowd behind then, buot no one
saw the president.

Some . Bover  High  School
ninthi-graders who were excused
from school for the event walked
through a downpour of rain, got

ctheir clothes and hair messed
up, only to be disappointed.

Stef- Phillips and  Sharnetta
Scott said they could not believe
how many students lett school
to see the president.

“IUs supposed to be about us,”
Sharnetla said.

I thought he would have come
oul here and wave. That Is the
least thing lic could do.” said
lkathcr Baustert.

“UWe wanted o see himn and‘
sce what he was going (o say to
us,” said Jultenn Jake. She and
her friends! Cornelia Patten and
Tallisha Britingham, saild they
appreclated the president com-
ing to D\ovcr to speak -on cdu-
callon hut'could not believe they
didn’'t get to see him.

Christic Brittinghain, a Dover
High scnior. sald she was con-
tent watching his public address

“on a lelevision monitor dis-
played outdoors in a truck. She
waus pleased Presldent Clinton
dealt with building renovations
because Dover High School s

undergoing  a  renovation
process. .
“This is amazing. It would

Liave been even more amazing if

I could have scen him, but it

was well worth it. I'll remember

- it as a time | almost saw Bill
CClinton,” Christle said. 1 lked
the fact that he actually came
down here to Dover trying to bet-
ter our school systeni™
“Aniong . the speclators were
several groups of school-age

" children who walted about 1%
hours, only to have their hopes
to sec President Clinlon washed
away by the downpour.

“"We wrote to him aboul the
cuvironment and he wrote
back.” sald Kecly Webbcer, a West
Dover Elementary School third-
grader, "We wanted to see him.”

Michelle Ross, aWest Dover El-
ementary *© School  third-grade
leacher, said the cxperience was
“a wel oue, and she had hoped

spirits

the children would have hdd the.
chance to see the president

"l would have liked them (o
have had . the opportunity to sce
the president.
" here.we thought it was going Lo

‘bhe a public appearance,” said
the teacher, who brought 26 stu- .
dents. "It would have been a-re-
warding experienee since they
wrote to lini” ,

Charles and - Holly Johuson.
who have lived i ‘Dover for
about 15 years, said thicy came
out i the rain lwice in oue day
to see the president and went
through two raincoats and pairs
Jof boots .cach.

*“This is an opportunity to scc
him.” said . Mr. Johnson, adding
that Dover Is ‘a small state and
he was delighted to have Presl-
dent Clinton visiting so he could
have the chance to sce who wus
running things.

Ella Wynn was preparcd with
her binoculars and walted for
thie president to eomie outdoors,

T am trying to sce the presi-
dent when-he comes out. If he
comes oul that door, T will.” Ms.
Wynn said as she looked tlu'ough
her binoculars.

Tracee Brogden bl()()d beside
her and watched people come i -
and out. of the doors, bul not
the president.

“I have never seen the presi-
dent before and | have always
wanted o see Bill Clinton,” Ms. .
Brogden said.

Myra McDermolt brought her
five-year-old  daughiler, Mariah.
‘to sce the president, and had a
nice position in Trout: of the
crowd. Mrs. McDermott said she
never thought they would e in-
the front row.

“This is a moment in history
for a flve-year-old. She will ap-
preciate this in the fulure,” Mrs.
McDermotl ‘said.

Kathleen Johuson, who
walked briskly i high-hecled
shoes, followed the crowd where
she thought they could get a look -
at the 'president as he exited a
stde door. She said she dresscd
ap for 'the presidential visit and
hoped to see the president.
"l want to be fixed up and
.looking halfway right when | sec
the president,” Mrs. Johnson
said.

Delarita C. Ford can be
reached at 741-8233 or at
rita@newszap.com.,

il

When we -came .
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The News JoumalGARY EMEIGH
Vieki McGranahan son Joshua, 3, and Debra May (with flag), all of Dover wait at Legislative Hall Fri-
day to see Presldenl Clinton. The wealher forced a change In plans, and the crowd left disappointed.
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Supporters, detractors, students

N O
By ROBERT MOORE
Sialf reporter

DOVER — Hundreds of
Delawareans who gathered outside
Legislative Hall to catch a glimpse
of President Clinton had their
hopes doused Friday when heavy
rainfall led to a last-minute change
in plans by the White House.

Some, such as
OUTS"_)E Harold and Anna
Darlington of
LEG HALL Felton, were
—— i{fed that con-
tingency plans
had not been made for the public.
“Knowing how sociable the
president is, there should have
been a chance for the people to
greet him, to show their respect,”
Anna Darlington'said. “We at least
wanted to hear what he had to say.”
“We waited two hours in the
rain for the official car to come
around and we never saw it,” said
her husband, Harold.
Mary Duilcy' of Dover and
Janet Willinins of Wyoming said
they were both “good Democrats,”

" but they, too, were disappointed.

But Da)ley said she wasn't
angry. “The rain changed every-
thing. They have to do what the Se-
cret Service tells them to do and [
understand.”

Gov. Carper’s chief of staff,. Jef-
frey Bullock, said the Secret Ser-
vice told state officials Clinton
would not greet those who turned
up on Legislative Mall. He said the
Secret Service also decided not to
use a public-address system to
allow the 200 hardy souls who

withstood the noontime downpour

to hear the president.

“The governor obviously re-
grets that a lot of people — espe-
cially a lot of school-age children
— who were looking forward to
st.emg the president were not db]e
to,” Bullock said.

The governor’s office had con-
sidered setting up an outdoor tent
to accommodateé the people who
might turn out. “That was not very
realistic given the crowd we antici-
pated,” Bullock said. “A’bubble

that would encapsule the city of

Dover was not a practical idea.”
So the Clinton supporters, de-
tractors and the just plain curious

N

Waltlng 0uts1de don’t see president

huddled beneath trees and umbrel-
las on Legislative Mall for two and
a half hours as Clinton talked to
Delaware lawmakers about public
education.

Among them was a group of 26
West Dover Elementary Schovl
third-graders who had been invited
by Carper’s staff to he inside
Legistative Hall when Clinton ar-
rived. They were still waiting with
the approxtmately 200 others behind
police barricades on Legislative Av-
cnue well after Clinton’s arrival.

Parents and teachers were not
happy with the circumstances, but
the students didn't seem to mind
the sudden downpour.

“My mom was so excited,” said
Ashley Shelton, 8, of Dover. “She
wanted to come but she said she
didn’t want to stand in the rain. So
she watched it on TV

The West Dover Elementary
class wrote a letter to Clinton
telling him about the importance
of the environment. Clinton wrote
back last month. FFrom that came
the invitation to Friday’s event.

Harold and Margaret Whit-

-field, who retived to Dover from

New York City in April, didn’t plan
tostop at Legislative Hall until the
last minute. “We were riding by
when we saw that the crowd wasn’t
big at all. We said, ‘We can handle
this. So we stopped.”

Korean War veteran Donald G.
Gis traveled from his Claymont-
area home hoping Clinton would
get a glimpse of a placard he held
criticizing the president for his

" support of the United Nations and

criticizing Clinton’s foreign policy.
“Wars are about money and Mr.
Clinton is being mzmipuluted by
the big-money people.”,

Eleven-year-old Ldspencel
Saunders had his own message for
the president about schools.

“I wanted to ask him to see that
we got better food and fix up our
lunchroom,” the William Henry
Middle School student said. -

Laspencer’s mother, Tonia,

. brought him and his three broth-

ers and sisters to Legislative Mall
hoping to get as close as they
could. “1 think it's important that
they see him. He shows me when-

"ever'he speaks that he cares-a

great deal about children.”
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A ;mme‘nms
occasion in
the a;amial

g
By D.L. Bonar ' q,?
Stall writer

DOVER — At precisely 12 38
p.m.. history began unfolding tn

: De(aware Senate chambers.

President Willtam Jefferson.
Clinton became the first sitting
president in theé history of Dela-
ware to address a Joint sesslon
of the Delaware Gencra! Assem-
bly.

Even a heavy -rain could not
dousée the spirits of legislators
and various officlals, who wait-
ed in Senate chambers for up
to two hours as the president

and his entourage landed at *

Dover Air Force Base, then trav-
cled by motorcade to Legislative
Hall. o
The president — who stopped
momentarily at the entrance to
the main chamber — was escort:
ed by Prestdent Pro Tem  Sen:
Thomas..B.  Sharp, D-Wilming-.
ton; House Speaker Terry R.°
Spence, ‘R-New Castle; Sen.
Robert J. Voshell, D-Mtiford;!
and House Minority Leader,’
Wayne A. Smith, R-Wilmington.

“Madame President {referring
to Lt. Gov. Ruth Ann Minner,
who was presiding over the joint
session), the President of the
United States,” sald Clarenceé .
the . 78 . year-old
sergeant-at-arms for the Senaté.
and the applause began. -

It took seven minutes for Prcs~
ident Clinton lo walk the 70 or
so feet from the door to the front

“of the chamber. Looking thinner -

than some thought. the prcsl-
dent stopped along the way to
shake hands with. lcgislators
and guesis. ecven taking a
moment to auntograph a straw’
hasket offered by Rep. Georgé
Robert Quillen, R-Harringlon, d

. long-time member of the House

cof Representatives.

“For the first time {n-our 211
years, we have a visit for.a lolnt
session from the presmem of
the Umnited States.” Sen. Sharp
said -In his Introduction.

From that point on, it was for- .

mality;
‘u
: The speech.was writlen, the

‘f)latitudes were giver: and the-

president keyed-in on his well.
pub!icized 1ssues

n

s Afterward Sen. Sharp—who
1s known for his wit and tongue
of the same ‘name - was over-
ﬁvhc\med

g ‘ e ]
‘*Thls is ti’le flrst t!me I ever
met a presldem Sen. Sharp
said. )

1

With hands which were stll
ringing wet, ‘not from rain but
from nervousness, he sald he
had met the president at Dover
.Alr Force Basc and taken a
‘towel 1o help dry the back of®
ihis suit. The presldent was
-drenched by rain’ aftér exiting
(Air Force One. i«

im just a little guy‘ Sen,
Sharp said. "l thought, 'Geez,
‘here 1 am drying off the back
of the pres!dent of the United
States." | am very, very prcud
of our state and more than a
li!tle nervous.’

.+ Other members of the
welcoming team had similar
comments. It was clear escort-
ing the chiel exceutive of the
United States, was an _emo-
tional experlcnce

.+ 1 thought, ‘Hcrc 1 am g,cmng
ready to rctire and l-get 1o
escort the pressdem Into the
Senate,’ " sald Sen. Voshell.
. The Democratic majority leader
'said he had never had such a
feeling in his life and admitted
to Having his heart rate elevat-
ed to a “higher-: ithan normal
fevel.

R

. talked about

€
With education as the pri-
mary topic, many lawmakers
chose to bring children as their
&uest .

K sull don't bcneve 1 got o
shake his hand,” said 10-year-
old Paul Amick, son -of Sen.
Steven H. Amick, R-Newark.
The youngster was quick fo
show off. the autograph the
presldent .gave him., which
read, “To Paul best wishes, Bill
CHrton.”

Anothei of thg' youngsters
kept the whole thing in per-

: spective.

“l thought it was guod he
schools,” said
Derick Wilkins, son of David
Wilkins, - the Republican assis-
tant to the Scnate,

The Dover boy had been invit-
ed as the guest of Sen. Dorin-
da Connor. R-Newark.

"1t was good to sce him talk
about improving schools.” Der-
ick sald. “The music room at
my school is cold.”

After-a quick lunch with Gov.
Carper and his close associ-
ates, Prestdent Clinton posed

-for staff pholographs and hecad-

cd down the steps to the base-
ment of Legislative Hall.

Walking out the cellar door
to .the walting limousine, he
grabbed a cup of coffec placed
on the roof of the car hy a
Secret "Service agent. He
climbed into lh(‘ back seat wilh
Gov. Carper and Secrctary of
Defense Willlam Cohen

The black Cadillac pullul out
of the parking area and head:
ed east on Court Street away

{rom Legislative Hall.

At'2:47 p.m., history had

bccn made.
D.L. Bonar can be

reached at 741-8228 or at
daverpa@newszap com.
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The President In Delaware

President Clinton is greeted by Sen. Richard‘ A. Hauge, RLWindy Bush, as he enters Legisiative Hall on Friday to address a joint session of the General Assel
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- Clinton plugs education

M The premdem visited Delaware

-yesterday, ur&,m;;, the state legislature to

embrace school accountability proposals.

——

By TODD SPANGLER
Associated Press Wriler .

DOVER, Del. — President
Ctinton gave Gov. Thomas
Carper’s stalled cducation
reforms a boost yesterday
when he urged the Dela-
ware legislature to cinbrace
school accountability pro-
posals and reduce class
sizes. : )

“If we are going Lo pre-
parc our children for the
21st century, we cannot do
it unless we can say with a
straight face we're giving

them the best cducauon,
said Clinton, the first sitting
president to ever address a
joint session ‘of the Dela:
ware General Assembly

Clinton praiscd the smtc‘s
education reform efforts to
date, suggesting that school -
districts across the nation
should have achievement
tests that gauge success
apainst local and national
standards like those being
used for the first time this
week in Delaware.

The president added that

Delaware can serve as a

‘model for education refonn

12

buwmc of its elforts to
implement charter schools
and schoot choice, allowing

parents and students to -

attend any public school in
the state they wish.
Although the. president
plugged his nationwide
ellorts —— including his leg-
isiation to hire 100,000 new

“teachers to lower class sizes

- he noted that sehool

standards and accountabili-’

ty systems remain the
domain of local and staie
govermments, )

He recommended that any
accountability system in-
clude “consequences, both
positive and negative.”

“l urge you to have a
long, vigorous debate,”

Clinton told lawmakers.

“Nobody will take your sys-
tem seriously unless there
are consequences,”

Carper is pushing legisla-
tion that would hold back
students who fail to mect

reading levels tested in

grades 3, 5, 8 and 10. His
propusal would also allow
for schools where test

. scores.remain poor, year

alter year, to be put under
the control of better per-
forming schools districts.
The governor's class size
proposal would provide for
one teacher for every 15
students in kindergarien
through grade three.
Currently, the state pays for
onc teacher for every |9

students in those grades.

AP Photo

o
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Clinton

‘praises

educatlon
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By Todd Spangler

_ Associated Press

DOVER — President Bill Clin-
ton gave Gov. Thomas R. Carp-
er's stalled education reforms a

boost Friday when he urged the

Delaware legislature to embrace

‘school accountability proposals

and reduce class sizes.
“If we are going to prepare our

"children for the 21st century, we

cannot do it unless we can say
with a straight face we're giving
them the best education,” said
President Clinton, the first sitting
president to ever address a joint
session of the Delaware General
Assembly.

President Clinton praised the
state's education reform efforts
to date, suggesting that ‘school
districts across the nation should
have achievement tests that gauge
success against local and nation-
al standards like those being
used for the first-time this week
in Delaware.

The president said Delaware
can serve as a model for educa-
tion reform because of its efforts
to implement charter schools and
school choice, allowing parents
and students to attend any pub-
lic 'school in the state they wish.

Although the president plugged
his nationwide efiorts — includ-
ing his legislation to hire 100,000
new teachers to lower class sizes

C occasio

President Clinton addresses the gathering at Legislative Hall on Friday.

-— he noted that school standards
and accountability systems
remain the domain of local and

. state governments.
He recommended that any ac-

countability system include “con-
sequences, both posiUve and neg-
ative.”

“I urge you to have a long, vig-
orous debate,” President Clinton
told lawrmakers. “Nobody will
take your. system seriously un-
less there are consequences.”

Gov. Carper is pushing legisla-
tion’ that would hold back stu-
dents who fail to meet reading

levels tested in grades 3, 5, 8

", and 10. His proposal would also

allow for schools where test
scores remain poor, year .after
year. to be put under the control

of better performing schools dis-’
| tricts.

The governor's class size pro-
posal would provide for -one
teacher for every 15 students In
kindergarten through grade
three. Currently, the state pays

for one teacher for every 19 stu-

dents in those grades.
"I can assure you, the rest of
us will be walching” President

Clinton said of the debate over
education reform in Delaware.

Following - the president's 45-
minute-long speech, Gov. Carper
was ebullient over President Clin-
ton's praise of Delaware and its
successful efforts in Head Start
programs and other education
reforms.

“Actually, it was an embarrass-
ment of rithes,” said Gov. Carp-
er. -

The debate over his education
proposals has already narrowed,
he said.

“The president's very positive

Staff pﬁotclJohn King

remarks only serve to further
narrow the differences.” Gov
Carper said.

State Education. Secretary Iris
Metis.said she is sure, given the
president’s remarks, a version of
both proposals will pass the Gen-
eral Assembly by its adjournment
June 30.

“It was.” said Senate President
Pro Tem Thomas B. Sharp, hold- -
ing a reception . in his office as
President Clinton had his photo
taken with staffers inside the
Senate Chamber, “right on tar-

get.”
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Staff photo/John King

President Cllnton cracks a Joke during his speech which bring a smile to Lt. Gov. Ruth Ann Mlnner and Sen
Thomas B. Sharp, president pro tem of the Senate,

.




THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
(Dover, Delaware)

For Immediate Release , " May 8, 1998
' REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE DELAWARE STATE LEGISLATURE

Senate Chambers
Dover, Delaware

12:50 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Governor. Itook good notes -- no children on a child care
‘waiting list, all poor four-year-olds in Head Start, every classroom wired. I'll be saying that
‘now every time I go to another city or another state --T'll be saymg, if Delaware can do it, why
can't you. And I thank you. (Applause.) '

I want to thank the Governor, and Senator Sharp, Speaker Spence, Lt. Governor Minner, the
members of the legislature, the judiciary, the state officials who are here; former governors
Peterson and Tribbitt, and other distinguished citizens of this state; Mr. Mayor. I'm delighted
to be joined today by the Secretary of Defense, who is going with me to Dover Air Base when
we finish here to thank our airmen and women there for their distinguished service, and who
has also been a leader in education, because the Department of Defense-run schools all over the
world for American children -- by our wonderful Secretary of Education, Dick Riley; by
Mickey Ibarra, the Director of our Office of Inter-governmental Affairs; and others We are all
delighted to be here.

And I'd like to say a special word of appreciation to Congressman Castle for coming up here
with me. He's an old friend of mine. We worked together on welfare reform more than a
decade ago now. I have been trying to decide, when Mike and Tom changed jobs, which one
really got the promotion. (Laughter and applause.)

I am delighted to be the first President ever to speak here. The others did not know what they
were missing. (Applause.) I love your Capitol Building. [ like the feel of your legislature. I
like the size of your legislature. (Laughter.) I wonder if it would take a constitutional
amendment to reduce Congress to this size. (Laughter.) It's a wonderful idea.

And 1 like the fact that the first state in the nation is leading in doing the nation's first business
of educating our children. I've come here to talk about that work, why it is -- in the states and
in many communities around the country, and must be in Washington the work of both
Republicans and Democrats -- why it must be a national crusade to give our children the
world's best education.

We have a history of putting nation above party when the nation's security and future are at
issue. We did it for 50 years, which is why the Cold War turned out the way it did. The
tradition was deeply honored by Secretary Cohen, who left a distinguished career in the United

States Senate as a Republican Senator from Maine to join our administration, and he

1of 10 05/11/98 10:02:04
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is performing well for the American people as Secretary of Defense.

It 1s a tradition embodied by your Senators, Bill Roth and Joe Biden, who led the recent
stunningly successful effort to expand NATO to include Hungary, Poland and the Czech
Republic. And you should be very proud of both of them. (Applause.)

And I have seen it, having had the opportunity to work for years now with Mike Castle and
Tom Carper when they were in those jobs in succession, on welfare reform, on child care,
on the education of our children. And you can be very proud of both of them.

And Delaware, maybe because it's a small state and maybe because I came from a small
state and was often ridiculed for it in national politics -- my experience is that maybe
because we're smaller, people learn to treat each other as people. They learn to listen to
people on opposite sides of the aisle. They learn that they don't have all the answers and that
everybody's got a valuable perspective, and that in the end, we all have to get together and
do something that moves our country or our state or our community forward. And for all of
that, I am very grateful to the State of Delaware.

Thomas Jefferson once said of your state that, "Delaware is like a diamond; small, but
having within it inherent value." If he were today, here, giving this speech, he might say,
being as he was a modern thinker, Delaware is like a silicon chip -- (laughter) -- small, but

" having within it enormous inherent value; namely, the power to shape the future.

You have always looked to the future, from the time you did become the first state to ratify
the Constitution. It was the beginning of many firsts: Delaware was the first state to produce
a transatlantic iron steamship. Then there was the first commercial telephone call between
an airplane and a moving car, 100 years later. Some of us would probably like it if
telephone calls on airplanes and cars were not possible. (Laughter.) All the way to the
remarkable innovations now being dreamed up in the Dupont Labs.

All of this is dramatically changing the world. The Chairman of the Federal Reserve, Alan
Greenspan, came by the White House for one of our periodic meetings a few days ago, and
we were talking about this incredible economy. And he said, you know, we really are living
in an economy of ideas. He said, there is a measure of a nation's output in wealth compared
to its physical output, the literal physwal density of all the goods that are produced. He said,
the measure is more skewed now than ever before. There is hardly any increase in the mass
of what we're producing, but the wealth of what we're producing is exploding. Why?
Because ideas are driving the increase in the wealth of the nation.

Today we learned that our unemployment rate has dropped to 4.3 percent, the lowest since
1970. (Applause.) That is particularly impressive in light of the fact that inflation now is the
lowest in more than 30 years, homeownership is at an all-time high, the welfare rolls are the
lowest in 27 years, the crime rate is the lowest in 24 years.

Our social fabric is mending. We saw that'teen pregnancy had had a substantial drop for the
second years in a row, something I know that the Governor has been passionately
committed to. Our leadership in the world is still unrivaled, although we seem sometimes to
be in some doubt about it here at home.

In Delaware your unemployment is all the way down to 3.4 percent. You've had tens of
thousands of new jobs, twice the rate of new business growth as five years ago.

The thing I would like to say about all this is, no one can claim full responsibility for it.
There was not a totally coordinated strategy, but it did not happen by accident. America has
been on the same page, from our strategy in Washington to balance the budget, invest in our
people, and expand trade -- to the entrepreneurs, to the scientists and technicians, to the
teachers in our schools and the people who run our business, and the folks who work in our

05/11/98 10:02:04




. factories. We have been on the same page. Good things don't happen by acc1dent even
when millions -- even hundreds of millions of people are responsible.

And we must be on the same page when it comes to education. Before I get into what T want
to say about education, I want to make a point I tried to make in the State of the Union. I've
had a lot of people -- people who are primarily political people, good people, but people
who normally think about things in political terms -- say to me, well, you know, why don't
you just relax and start playing golf three times a week. I mean, you've got low
unemployment, low inflation, people are suspicious of government, why don't -- just don't
do much and everybody will be happy. There is an answer to that. And the answer is that
might be a decent prescription for a static time, but in a dynamic time, where things are
changing very rapidly, the fact that things are good in the moment does not guarantee they
will be good five months or five years from now, because they're chariging. So you have to
keep working to stay ahead of the curve. And those of us in public life have to work no less
than entrepreneurs do.

- If you go to Silicon Valley, you don't see anybody out there sort of laying down on the job
just because the stock prices are high, because they know how dynamic the world is. And
there is a second answer, which is that we still have some very profound challenges that, if
left unmet, will come back to haunt us in the 21st.century. What are they? I can only tell

~-you what I think they are. I think, first of all, in Washington we have to reform our major
programs of social cohesion -- Social Security and Medicare -- for the needs of the 21st
.century and for the reality that the baby boomers are going to retire and when they do, there
will only be about two people working for every one person drawing Social Security. The
present systems are unsustainable as they are. We have to change them, consistent with our
values and the real facts.

Two, we have to prove that you can grow the economy without destroying the environment.
And we have to convince people in developmg countrles that they can and to embrace new
technologies to do that.

Just a few days ago I was out in California at a low-income/moderate-income housing
development which is cutting by 40 percent the energy usage on low-income housing, using
solar panels that are now those big, heavy things you've seen on the roof, but that look just
like ordinary shingles -- using windows that keep over half the heat in in the wintertime and
over half the heat out in the summertime and still let more light in, and other basic things
like that. We have to prove that we can make'environmental preservation and economic
growth go hand in hand.

The third thing we've got to do is to bring the spark of enterprise to poor inner-city
communities and rural communities, including Native American ones that haven't felt it.
The fourth thing we have to do is to prove that we can live together as one America in an
increasingly diverse society. The fifth thing we have to do, I would argue, is to prove that
we can lead the world after the Cold War in a consistent, firm way toward peace and
prosperity and freedom and democracy.

But none of that will matter if we don't save our children. And that's what I want to talk
about today -- only one aspect of it, but in some ways the most important one. And
Delaware, again, is leading the nation. So I may be preaching to the choir, but that's not all
bad. I'll pohsh the sermon and see if I do better in other places. (Laughter.)

The condition of education in America and the importance of it and the impact it's going to
have on all our futures, as well as.all our children, demands action from all of us, in
Washington, in state capitals, in communities all across the country. Many of our greatest
challenges don't fall under the authority of Washington, nor should they. I have supported
giving states more authority in the area of welfare reform and in many other areas. Secretary
Riley has cut by two-thirds the burden of regulations coming out of federal education aid.

30f 10 ' 05/11/98 10:02:04
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We started two new programs, Goals 2000 and School-to-Woi‘k, without a single new
federal regulation.

The federal government can't do all this. Some of our major challenges don't even fall .
primarily under state government, nor should they. The power and the responsibility of

America to meet the challenges of the 21st century rests with all levels of government and

with all sectors of society. Sometimes more with the private sector; sometimes more with its

most fundamental unit, the American family. And that is as it should be. -

But just because responsibility and power are dispersed doesn't mean that we don't all have
to ask ourselves, what power do we have to have a positive impact; what is our
responsibility? And then we have to move, because a revolution in education will not occur
by accident anymore than the revolution in the American economy has occurred by
accident, even though there will be millions of people working on it and we may not all be
calling each other on the phone every day.

Yesterday I talked to mayors from all over the country, I received their report on what they
think should be done. Their agenda is very much like yours and very much like mine.

I suppose that I've spent more time on education than any other thing in my 20 years and
more in public life now. Nearly 10 years ago, when 1 was a governor of my state, [ stayed
up almost all night down at the University of Virginia at President Bush's Education
Summit, working with Republican governors to write goals for education for the year 2000,

It was clear then, it was clear way back in 1983, when the Nation At Risk report was issued,

and it is certainly clear today, that if we are going to prepare our children for the 21st
century we cannot hope to do it unless we can say with a straight face, we are giving them
the best education in the world. Not just a few of them, but all of them.

And we can all say, well, we can't be responsible for every teacher, we can't be responsible
for every principal, we can't be responsible for every home, we can't be responsible for
every unmotivated child. That's all true, but we can play the odds. Secretary Cohen runs,
arguably, the most effective organization in the entire United States -- not every soldier, not
every airman, not every Marine, not every sailor is a stunning success, but they've got a
pretty good system. And it didn't happen by acc:ldent And we should take that as our
responsibility.

It seems to me the keys are high expectations, high standards, and high performance, fueled
by more opportunity, more accountability, and more choice. Secretary Riley and I have
worked at this for more than five years. In one area, we have been especially successful and
widely supportive across partisan lines and in states and local communities. We've opened
the doors to higher education wider than ever before.

The Balanced Budget Act I signed last year represented the greatest expansion of college
opportunity since the G.I. Bill was passed 50 years ago, with college tuition tax credits,
including the $1500 a year HOPE Scholarship for the first two years of college, education
IR As, expanded Pell Grants, deductibility of interest on student loans, 300,000 more
work-study slots, another 100,000 young people earning education credits by serving in the
national service program, AmeriCorps, and llfetxme learning credits for adults who have to
go back to school.

All of these things together mean that any American who is willing to study and work hard
can get an education in college, and that is very important. It will change the face and the
future of America. We learned in the 1990 Census that Americans, younger American

. workers who were high school dropouts, high school graduates or who had less than two

years of post-high school education, were likely to get jobs where their incomes went down
over time compared to inflation. Those that had at least two years of post-high school ‘ .

training were likely to get and keep jobs where their incomes went up. So that was
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fundamentally important, and we can all be proud of it. And many states have done more to
try to give scholarships and make college more affordable, and that's important.

The Senate just this week -- and [ want to compliment them -- passed 91-7 what | have
called "the G.I. Bill for Workers --it basically consolidates this incredible tangle of federal
training programs into a skills grant, so that if a person is unemployed or underemployed
and eligible, you just get basically the skills grant and then you decide where to take it.
Since nearly every American lives within driving distance of a community college or some
other very efficient institution, we no longer need the federal government micromanaging
the definition of all these training programs, and we don't need anybody in the way of it.

Now, we have some provision, particularly that the governors wanted who live in rural areas
-- who have lots of people in rural areas that may not have readily available services, but
this is very important. And we've got to resolve the differences now in the House and the
Senate bill and pass it. This is a huge thing. And the Congress can be proud of it and the
country can be proud of it.

But with all that said and done, I don't think there is a person here who would dispute the
following two statements: We have the best system of higher education in the world. We do
not have the best system of elementary and secondary education in the world. You don't
have to criticize your favorite teacher, you can honor the PTA leaders and the school board
members -- no one believes it's the best in the world. And until it is, we can't rest. That is
the bottom line.

The budget that I have presented, which is a balanced budget, has the biggest commitment
~in history from the federal government to K through 12 education. But we all know that's
less than 10 percent of the total. Still, I think it's important that the national government
- focus on results, because things don't happen by accident. I think we should focus on high
standards, real accountability, more choice, and, finally, I'd like to say a word about safe
schools, because that is a problem in some parts of our country.

First, there's no substitute for standards. I want to compliment Delaware for what you're
doing. This week, 3rd, 5th, 8th and 10th graders all over the state are participating in your
new assessment process to see how well they're doing in reading, writing, and math. And
you're going to add other subjects, the Governor told me, in the next couple of years. You
also have done something that may give us a key to how to solve the national issue, which is
that about a quarter of your exam questions are apparently taken from the National
Assessment of Education Progress, which is a national test most states participate in, but by
definition, it's only given to a representative sample of students, not all students. I
compliment you on that. I think that is a brilliant reform.

And I think it's important that we find a way to have national standards and exams at least in
the basics. It is very important -- Secretary Riley and I were talking on the way out, he was
talking about South Carolina still have quite an old state test. We had some old state tests
when I was Governor of Arkansas. Our kids just knocked the top off of them -- the same
test we'd been giving for years. And then when we took a national test that was current, we
didn't-do so well. So without in any way undermining local control of the schools or the
‘constitutional responsibility of the states for education, we need to have a set of national
standards, and an accountability system which tell us all honestly how we're doing.

We're working hard now with an independent nonpartisan board -- the acronym known to
all the education experts in the audience is the NAGB Board. We've got Republicans and
Democrats on the board and people -- I don't even have any idea what their political
affiliation is -- all of whom are simply committed to educational excellence. And we want to
find ways to coordinate with the states and the state tests to avoid unnecessary costs and
burdens. You may have found a way to do it in Delaware, by having a test that 1s both
rooted in your state standards and encompassing national questions. But it's a very good
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start.

The second thing we have to do, and I understand the Governor said you were debating that,

that may be tougher, is figure out what the accountability system is. Now, a lot of these '
questions should definitely be decided by people at the state and the local level. But let me,

first of all, say that no test is worth a flip unless there is some consequences -- not just

negative ones, but positive ones; not just what you do to the students, but. what the rest of us

have to do for the education system based on the consequences of the test.

We have to start by demanding accountability from the students, and I strongly believe that
we should end the practice of so-called social promotion everywhere in the country.
(Applause.) For many years there was a current theory in America that, well, it hurt a child's
self-esteem too much to be held back and the child could maybe pick it up next year. And
besides that, children do learn at different paces. That is absolutely true, especially in the
early years, the dramatically different learning patterns of children in the early years.

Then sooner or later, somehow, parents figured out that one reason kids dropped out of
school in the 9th or 10th grade is because the material was going over their heads, it didn't
mean anything to them, so why should they sit around, because they weren't able to do the
work. And then even the kids figured out that being 20 years old and not being able to fill
out an employment application and not being able to even read your high school diploma
was far more destructive of self-esteem than spending another year in some grade along the
way.

Then, school districts began to figure out that they didn't necessarily have to hold people
back if they had proper after-school help and a little help in the summer -- where a lot of
kids having learning problems forget huge chunks of what they learned the year before.

So we're now kind of coming to grips with this. I have often talked about the Chicago
system,; it probably had the most widely-condemned school system in the country because ‘
they had a strike every year whether they needed it or not, for one thing, and because they

 weren't producing results. Now, the Chicago summer school system -- they've ended social

promotion, you have to go to summer school if you fail the test and you want to go on to the
next grade -- their summer school is the fifth biggest school district in America. The
summer school. They have thousands of children going to school after school so many
hours that thousands of them actually take three hot meals a day in the schools, in an
inner-city environment where they're safe, they're not getting in trouble and nobody's
hurting them.

Now, if a place that has those kinds of challenges can take them on, everyplace in America
can take them on. I've asked Congress to pass what we call education opportunity zone
legislation, that will basically give extra resources to schools in poor communities if they
will insist on high standards in social promotion, demand performance from students and
teachers, and actually support the kids that are in trouble and give them the extra help they
need. | hope Congress will pass it.

Again, | say, in many ways we're following your lead. And I urge you to have a big,
vigorous debate on this -- what are the consequences of this exam. And I wouldn't presume
to tell you what to do, but I can make two observations based on 20 years of working, and
hours and hours and hours spent in classrooms listening to teachers and watching things
unfold.

One is, nobody will take your system seriously unless there are consequences. Two is, if

there are consequences, whatever you decide they are, they cannot be exclusively negative

ones, they must also be positive ones, because you have to believe that --in order to believe

in democracy, you have to believe that almost everybody can learn almost everything they

need to know to make this country run right, which means almost everybody in the world - '
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can succeed in school. And if they're not, it's probably not entirely their fault. So there
should be consequences -- some of them should be negative, but there must be positive ones
as well. And I wish you well and I can assure you the rest of us are going to be watching.

The néxt thing [ think we have to do is to develop and demand accountability and
performance from teachers, but also support them. I had the great pleasure this week -- or
last week -- of hosting the Teachers of the Year at the White House. And that's one of the
happiest days of the year. You'll never find 50 more upbeat people than the teachers that are
selected Teachers of the Year. And you talk to these people, and you can't imagine that
there's ever been a problem in American education.

The man who was named National Teacher of the Year is a teacher from Virginia who
teaches history and social studies and who makes his kids role-play. So they play ancient
Athenians and Spartans debating the Greek wars. They play Jefferson and Adams debating
each other about fundamental questions of what the real nation of the Union that we all
belong to is. I mean, it was exhilarating.

. Those are the kind of teachers that we wish all our children had all the time. And I think we
need to do more to reward teachers who strive for excellence. One of the things that we can
do at the national level that I hope you will support, that Tom and Mike's former colleague,
Govemor Jim Hunt, has worked his whole career on, is to support the master teacher
program, the National Board for Professional Teacher Certification. It's a completely
voluritary thing which qualifies teachers based on, number one, their complete academic
preparation for the course they're teaching; and, number two, their success,in teaching; and
thirdly, I might add, their ability to help other teachers improve their teaching skills.

Now, today there are only a few hundred master teachers in America. My balanced budget
contains enough funds to certify 100,000 master teachers. When we get one of these
teachers in every school building in America -- every school building in America -- going to
the teachers' lounge, going to the faculty meetings, talking to the principals, it will change
the culture of education in America. Every other profession in the country just about has
national board certification. And believe me, thxs is a good thmg that is a worthy
investment. (Applause.)

Finally, let me say, [ because that if teachers don't measure up after getting all the support

- and help they need, there ought to be a swift process -- fair, but swift; it should not be
endless -- to resolve the matter in a satisfactory way. Because you're not doing anybody any
favors -- no one -- fundamentally, nobody is happy doing something they're not good at.
You can never make me believe anybody is really happy when they know deep down inside
they're not doing the job. So there has to be some system that is perfectly fair to every
teacher, but doesn't take from now to kingdom come to resolve the matter in a way that
allows the education system to go forward.

Now, I also think as we demand responsibility for results from the schools, we have to give
the tools they need to the students and the teachers. I've said that, and I will say it again. Let
me just mention one or two things. First, smaller class sizes. Children in some classes in
America are in classes that are so big and crowded, there is no way any teacher -- [ don't
care how good he or she is -- can deal with all the challenges that are presented -- where
classes are so big where the students are barely known by name to the teacher, much less the
particular circumstances of their lives. Given the fact that so many kids have so many
troubles today, it's very, very important. In classrooms like this; teachers are often forced to
teach to the middle, leaving both the best kids and the most troubled kids behind.

The Department of Education and Secretary Riley today are releasing a report on class size
. and leaming, basically reaffirming what Hillary and I have long believed. We adopted very

rigorous class sizes for our state 15 years ago. When class sizes go down enough, learning

goes up -- that's what the report shows -- especially in the early years. And when children
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come from disadvantaged backgrounds, small classes can make an even greater difference.

Let me just give you a few examples from the study. In Tennessee, test scores were
consistently higher among students that were in classes of fewer than 20 students. These
children kept the edge even when they moved into larger classes in their later years of
schooling. From Wisconsin, North Carolina, and classrooms across the country,. other
studies confirmed the same fmdmgs

Govemor Carper and many of you here today are trying to reduce class size. I just want to
encourage you and tell you that I have presented to the Congress a plan to do the same
thing, which would not in any way conflict with what you're doing, but will enable you to
get some funds to support it. .

Today, I'm sending legislation to Congress cosponsored by Senators Murray and Kennedy
and Congressman Clay that will make class size reduction a national goal and if enacted,
would help school districts to hire another 100,000 teachers, which is about the number
necessary, properly distributed across the country, to give us average class size of 18 in the
first three grades. (Applause.) -

It would also require the new teachers to pass competency exams to make sure they have the
training and preparation they need. Many states now require this anyway.

The second thing I'd like to say is Delaware may be the only state now where every
classroom is wired -- but every classroom should be wired. You remember, I'm sure, a few
years ago, the Vice President and I went to San Francisco and got with a lot of people from
the big computer companies and said that we wanted to try to wire every classroom and
library by the Year 2000. And we are making great headway. We've got more than twice as
many classrooms and libraries wired today as we did just three and half years ago when we
did that. We have in the budget now funds to continue this urgent national priority. I hope
that will pass.

But, finally, let me say, believe it or not, we've got an enormous percentage of the school
buildings in this country are ill-equipped to take the wiring because they're so old. We have
cities in this countries with average school buildings -- average school buildings -- over 65
years old and in terrible shape. I was in a small, growing district in Florida the other day
where there were not one, not five, but 17 trailers outside the main school building there for
the kids

Now, when you come to work here every day in thlS Capitol it makes you feel good, doesn't
it? It's a beautiful

building and you've obviously put a lot of funds into restoring it, and it makes you feel
good. It say you're important -- it matters to be a member of the Delaware legislature. One
of the ways you know without anybody telling you is you come into this nice building and
it's important. And if grown-ups are affected by their surroundings, children are even more
S0. :

What does it say to an inner-city kid from a poor family'if they go to a school building
every day and one of the whole floors is closed because for want of repair? What does it say
about how important those children are if every day they walk through the front door and
they look up and see three or four broken windows? What does it say if the blackboard is
only half there because it's been cracked? What about the kids in the crowded school
districts?

You know, the first year or two, if you show up and there are a lot of house trailers, it's kind

of exc1t1ng because it means you've got a growing district and a lot of stuff going on. After .
five or six years, it means things aren't getting better. It's a very different message. And the
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. important ihing is not whether the buildings are old or not; it is whether they are safe, clean,
light, whether they send the message that this is a place where learning can occur and this is
a place where children are important.

Now, I think education is a part of the national infrastructure. That's why I wanted the
federal governmient to help places who need it. Wire all the classrooms and libraries. And [
have proposed for the first time that we help with the infrastructure needs of school districts
-- again, not in any way that would conflict with what any state or local school district is
doing, but mstead to reinforce it.

This budget contains funds that would help us to modemize 5,000 schools and build 1,000
new ones. It would be a very good start on the incredible infrastructure needs of America's
schools. And for people who say it doesn't matter, just think how you feel- when you come
through these doors every day. It does matter, and I hope we can pass it. (Applause.)

The third thing I'd like to emphasize very briefly is that we need greater choice in our
schools. We do need more competition. You mentioned the Charter School of Wilmington,
Governor, and ‘other charter schools in your state. When I was elected President in 1992,
there was only one charter school in the entire country -- public schools that tailor their
programs to meet the needs and demands of their customers -- the students and their parents.
Since then, I've done everything I could to support them.

Today, there are 800 charter schools, 32 of our 50 states authorize them. Just last week in an
overwhelming bipartisan vote, California voted in the legislature to create another 100
charter schools a year in our largest state. That's great, great news -- 100 a year. They had
150 cap, I think, on the whole state. They blew off the cap and said, this is working -- and
I've been in some of them out there, they are working -- we want 100 a year.

Now, my goal is to have 3,000 by the year 2000 in the whole country, and I have presented
a budget to Congress-which would give communities around the country any start-up funds
they need to do this. It's not so easy to do if you've never thought about it and never done
the work and if you come from a place with limited resources. So I did present some money
in the budget to do that. But I hope you will support that.

Delaware has been at the forefront of the charter school movement. It is a good, good thing
to do, along with having statewide public school choice plans. And I applaud you for yours.

The fourth thing I'd like to talk just a little about is school safety. You know, it's pretty hard
to learn if you feel insecure. One of the main reasons that I supported the school uniform
movement, not as a mandatory thing but when people needed it, was that I thought it would
make our schools safer. And I've been around the country and seen a lot of schools that had
terrible discipline problems. And we're worried about the safety of the kids going to and
from school. And in every case where they had a terrible problem and adopted a uniform
policy, it made a big difference. We want to do more to ensure our children's safety. We
want to make sure that our children are exposed to teachers and team leaders, not drug
dealers and gang leaders. (Applause.)

There are a lot of things we can do. Let me just mention one thing. We are trying in this
budget to give states and communities more funds to support even wider and more
extensive after-school programs, not only because they're important educationally -- which
they are, and that's their primary mission -- but because almost all kids get in trouble after
school lets out and before the folks get home from work. A huge percentage of juvenile
crime is committed between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. And if we can have
extensive after school programs, we can make our children safer and our schools safer. Let
me also --(applause)-- even one hand is good on that. (Laughter and applause.)

Today, the Department of Education is feleasing a report which also shows we're doing a

90f10 ' 05/11/98 10:02:07



10 of 10

better job as a country in detecting guns in the schools. That's really good -- that's the good
news. The bad news is there are a lot of guns in the schools -- and other weapons. In 1997,
more than 6,000 students were expelled for bringing firearms to school. But I think that
means we must continue and bear down on this pohcy of zero tolerance for guns in our
schools. (Applause.)

And again, it works to prevent problems. The Superintendent of the Alexandria, Virginia,
schools -- which, by the way, is now the most diverse school district in America -- Fairfax
County has kids from 180 different racial and ethnic groups, speaking over 100 native
languages. But because they have a rigorous zero tolerance program, they have cut -
suspendable offenses over the past couple of years by more than 40 percent. It works. And

“we can have those results all over the country.

But let me say, going back to an issue you're debating, Secretary Riley asked all these
school security experts what they thought we could do as a people, not just the federal
government, to make the schools safer. And they said, interestingly enough, one of the most
important things we could do is to create the smallest possible classes in the early grades,
because the kids with problems would be found by the teachers. And then the teachers and
the families and the counselors could work together to try to prevent these kids from getting
in trouble in the first place. I thought it was a stunning thing, amazing. (Applause.)

So Delaware is leading the nation, and the nation must follow. And we must, Republicans
and Democrats together, all Americans, make a commitment to a revolution in standards
and accountability, in choice and safety, based on high expectations, accountability, and -
performance. It will take all of our commitment to do the job, but the challenge must be met
because America can't become what it ought to be if we don't.

We can do this. This is not rocket science. This is an affair of the mind which most of us can
comprehend. Fundamentally, it is also an affair of the heart. We know -- we know -- that the
best days of this country are still ahead. You may be the oldest state, but you still want to
have the longest future. And the only way we can do it 1s with this.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

To comment on this service,
send feedback to the Web Development Team.
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) The News JounalGARY EMEIGH
President Clinton addresses the General As-
sembly in Legislative Hall on Friday. Behind
him is Sen. Thomas B. Sharp, D-Pinecrest.

Excerpts from Président Clinton’s ad-
dress Friday at Legislative Hall:

| love your Capitol Building. [ iike the
feel of your Legislature. | like the size of
your Legislature.

[Laughter] :

I wonder if it would take a constitutional
amendment to reduce Congress to this-
size. . S

[Laughter]

" It's a wonderful idea.

S egn :

And Delaware, maybe because it'sa
smalt state and maybe because | came
from.a small state and was often ridiculed
for it in national politics — my experience’
is that maybe because we're smaller, peo-
ple learn to treat each other as people.
They learn to listen to people on opposite
sides of the aisle. They learn that they
don't have all the answers and that every-
bedy's got a valuable perspective, and that
inlhe end, we all have to get together and
dosomething that moves our country or
outstate or our community forward. And
for all of that, | am very grateful to the
State of Delaware.

E8n :

Thomas Jefferson once said of your
state that, “Delaware is like a diamond —
small,but having within it inherent value.”

Ifhe were today, here, giving this
speech, he might say, being as he was a
modern thinker, Delaware is like a silicon
chip —{laughter] — small, but having
within itenormous inherent value; namely,
the power to shape the future.

You have always looked to the future,
from the ime you did become the first
state to ratify the Constitution.

aa

| don't think there is a person here who
would dispute the following two state-
ments: We have the best system of higher
education in the world. We do not have the
best system of elementary and secondary
education in the world. ... And until it is, we
can'trest. That is the bottom line.

a8

First, there's no substitute for standards.
1 want to compliment Delaware for what
you're doing. This week, third-, fifth-,
eighth- and 10th-graders all over the state :
are participaling in your new assessment
process to see how well they're doing in
reading, writing, and math. ... | compliment
you on that. | think that is a brilliant reform.

And | think it's important that we find a
way to have national standards and exams
at least in the basics.

... No test is worth a flip unless there is
some consequences — not just negative
ones, but positive ones; not just what you
do to the students, but what the rest of us
have to do for the education system based
on the consequences of the test.

We have to start by demanding ac-
countability from the students, and |
strongly believe that we should end the
practice of so-called social promotion ev-

erywhere in the country.

. BE@ .
Finally, let me say, | believe that if teach-
ers don't measure up after getting all the
support and help they need, there ought to

_ be a swift process — fair, but swit; it

should not be endless — to resolve the

. matier in a satisfactory way.

, DER
Delaware-may be the only state now
where every classroom is wired — but
every classroom should be wired. ... A
enormous percentage of the school build-
ings in this country are ili-equipped to take
the wiring because they're so old.

' nEn _
Now, when you come to work here
every day in this Capitol, it makes you feel

good, doesn'tit? It's a beautiful building
and you've obviously put a lot of funds into
restoring it, and it makes you feel good. It
says you're important — it matters to be a
member of the Delaware Legislature. One
of the ways you know without anybody
telling you is you come into this nice build-
ing and it's important. And if grown-ups are
affected by their surroundings, children are
even more So. ,
BE

So Delaware is leading the nation, and
the nation must follow. And we must, Re-
publicans and Democrats together, all
Americans, make a commitment to a revo-
lution in standards and accountability, in
choice and safety, based on high expecta-
tions, accountability and performance. It
will take all of our commitment to do the
job, but the challenge must be met be-
cause America can't become what it ought

~ tobe it we don't:
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. . Staff photos/John King
Above, President Clinton waves to the crowd in the balcony
during his appearance Friday inthe General Assembly. Top
right, Secretary of Defense William Cohen and Secretary of
Education Richard Riley applaud during the president’s
speech. Right, President Clinton, Gov. Thomas R. Carper
and Sen. Thomas B. Sharp, president pro tem of the Senate.
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Charles Carson, the longtime base mortician who recen
retired, and his wife Virginia were among those in atte
dance for the president’s visit.

‘Statt photos/Linda Laird

Left, the president walks through the rain as he

arrives at the base. Above, the president waves
goodbye to the crowd at Dover Air Force Base.
Right, Capt. Erik Sant, a pilot at Dover Air Force
Base holds his 2-year-old daughter Sydney so
she canwave her flag for the president.
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Top, President Bill Clinton addressed the joint session of

the General Assembly at Legislative Hall. Above, President
Clinton signs an autograph for Ryan Hauge, 8, son of Sen.
Richard Hauge, R-Wilmington. DSN $-9-98
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Band members
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Clinton lauds
education

initiatives .,
oy

By Todd Spangler 5’
Assoclated Press

DOVER — President Bill Clin-
ton gave Gov. Thomas R. Carp-
cr's stalled education reforms a
boost Friday when he urged the
Delaware legislature to embrace
school accountability proposals
and reduce class sizes.

“If we are golng to prepare our
children for the 218t century, we
cannot do it unless we can say

with a straight face we're giving
them the best education,” said
President Clinton, the first sit-
ting president to ever address a
joint session of the Delaware
General Assembly.

Prestdent Clinton praised the
state's education reform cfforts
to date, suggesiing that school
districts  across  the
should have achievement icsts

«that gauge success against local

and .natlonal standards  like
those” being used for the first

< thme this week in Delaware.

The president said Delaware
can serve as a model for educa-

. tion reform because of is efforts

fo Implecment charter schools
and school choice, allowing par-
ents and students o altend any

‘public school .in the state they

wish,

Although the president
pingged his nationwide cfforts
— including his legislation to
hire 100,000 new teachers to
lower eclass slzes — he noted
that  school standards and

_accountability systems remain
“the domain of local and stale

nation .

governments,

He recommended that .my ac- -
countability  system  include
"cons‘cquenccs' both | posttive |

and negative.”

"1 urge you lo have o fong, vig-

- President Clin-
lawmakers. “"Nobody

orous debate,
ton told

will {ake your system seriously

unless there are consequences.”

Gov, Carper {8 pushing legisla-
tion that would hold back stu-
dents who fail (o mcet reading
levels tested in grades 3, 5. 8

Staff photo/John King

Rep. Robert F. Gliligan, standlng, and Rep. J. Benjamin
Ewing share a laugh before the president arrives at Legisla-

tive Hall.

and 10, llis pmposdl would also
allow for schools where test
scores remain poor. vear after

year, to be put under the con-

trol of better performing schools
districts.

The governor's class size pro-
posal would  provide for onc
teacher for every 15 students in
kindergarten  through  grade
three, Currently, the stale pays
for one teacher for every 19 stu-
dents in those grades.

“I can assure you, the rest of
us will be watching.” President
Clinton said of the debale over

- eceation reform in Delaware. -

Following the president’s 45-
minute-long specch, Gove Carp-
er was chullient over President
Clinton's praise ol Delaware and
its successtal clorts in Head
start programs and olher educa-
tion reforms.

“Actnally, 1owas an embarrass-
ment of riches,” said Gov, Carp-
er.

The debade over Tis education
; roposals has alrendy narrowed,
he said.

The president's very positive

&6 The president’s very
positive remarks only
serve to further narrow
the differences. 9%

- Gov. Thomas R.
-Carper

remarks only serve to further
narrow the differences,” Gov.
Carper said.

State Education Sceretary Iris
Mcits sald she s sure, given the
president’s remarks, a version
of both proposats will pass the
Gueneral Assembly by its ad-
journment June 30,

“Iwas,” sald Seuate Prestdent
ProTem Thomas B, Sharp, hold-
ing a reception in his office as
President Clinton had his photo
taken with staffers inside the
Senate Chamber, “right on tar-
get,”




The News JumatGARY EMEIGH
President Clinton acknowledges the crowd in the
balcony Friday atter his speech to the state Gen-
eral Assembly. L1. Gov. Ruth Ann Minner listens,

DOVER — President Clinton's historic visit to
the Delaware General Assembly drew a warm wel-
come. But the public education agenda he pushed
brought mixed reactions from state legislators.

“Delaware became a jewel in the national

; crown,” said Sen. Margaret Rose Henry, D-Wilm-
: ingto]rgl East. };‘Wﬁ
should receive hig
REACTION marks for what we have

- done in education.”

But leaders in the state House had a differ-
ent message. .

“While we appreciate President Clinton tak-
ing the tima to visit Delaware ... we are not con-
vinced that his educational plan is in the best
interests of Delaware’s public schoolchildren.”
said House Majority Leader Wayne A. Smith,
R-Clair Manor.

Del. lawmakers mixed

on Clinton’s school vision

NT 5978

By ROBERT MOORE and NANCY CHARRON
Bialf regoriers

. Smith criticized what he called the “federaliza-
t1on” of schools through national standards and test-
ing as interference with “pure education reform.”

His remarks underscored the state’s some.

times rocky six-year journey toward educa-
tional reform. B

Though Delawaré is ahead of many states in
such areas as developing academic standards
and providing school choice, none of the major
reforms has been in place long enough to pro-
duce significant results,

Clinton asked Friday for support for legisla-
tion to hire 100,000 new teachers nationwide,
repair old schoolhouses and implement na-
tional standards and testing in reading and
math. He alzo touched on accountability.

The president laid out general goals. The
specifics of reaching them are being left mainly
to state and loeal officials.

“I think the vision is a good vision,” said
Rep. Charles W. Welch, R-Hunters Pointe. “The
question is how to get there” .

If Delaware is any example, the solutions
will be neither quick nor easy,

Officials wrestled for years devising the
reading, writing and math tests Clinton
praised. Lawmakers only now are beginning to
talk about increasing state funding for school
construction and repair.

The other two issues have spawned major de-
bates that continue to occupy the Generzal As-
sembly: how to establish an accountability

- system for schools and how to reduce the

teacher-pupil ratio in kindergarten
through third grade.

Who will be held accountable — ad. -
ministrators, teachers, students, parents?
And how will they be held accountable?

Rep. Nancy Wagner, R-Diover North, a
teacher, said she noticed Clinton men-
tioned accountability but didn't say any-
thing about parents.

Wagner said she could have the worst of
everything from school buildings to sup-
plies. But if she has cooperative parents, “1
can teach those children something”

Several proposals are floating around
Legislative Hall to reduce the teacher-
pupil ratio — an idea that would require
more teachers and more schools, Because
voters have been increasingly reluctant to
approve local tax increases, lawmakers are
debating whether the state should take on
more of the financial burden for education.

After Clinton's speech, GOP lawmak-

ers said he should support two school ;

funding proposals currently working
their way through Congress.

One measure would earmark a third of
the money now designated for federal ed-
ucation spending for block grants issued
to the states, with the only requirement

that 95 percent of the money be spent in :

the classroom. The other proposal would
allow parents to put up to $2.000 a year
into a special IRA account for education-
related expenses.

“Send the money, keep the strings”
Smith said. .

Sen. Robert L. Venables, D-Laurel, en- -

tered the Senate chambers skeptical but
left convinced Clhinton had made “one of
the greatest speeches | have ever heard”

“I was afraid of the discussion of the
federal government and mandates about
our schools,” Venables said, “but I think
he is really only trying to help.”

Republicans and Democrats alike
largely agreed the speech was classic
Clinton — personable and smooth and of
fering the proper mix of local flavor and
policy discusaion.

“To me, it was a very Republican
speech,” said Senate Minority Leader
Myrna L. Baix, R-Foulk Woods, emphasiz-
ing that many of the public.education de-
cisions should be made at the local level.

Most lawmakers agreed Clinton’s
Delaware appearance might help keep
pressure on to reselve these issues, but
wouldn't affect the nuts and bolts of how

. theissues are resolved.

But Iris Metts, secretary of the state
Department of Education, said she s op-
timistic that'Clinton made lawmakers feel
good about their role in education reform
and predicted the state would have an ac-
countability > end

“It's now a matter of pride;

bill before the end of Junie.
she said.

Davis with the Dover Air Fo

“Airman tst Class James 0 ot the base. Clinton sp

of President Clinton on Fri

ree Base Hanor Guard awaits the © d

oke to the Delaware General As



Republicans give president praise — with a catch

Say most of the education
initiatives were their idea

By D.L. Bonar }5/\} ?,?9

St writer

DOVER — Delaware Republicans, mind-
ful that President Clinton's  visit was
orchestrated by Democrats, lost no time
in letting their view of Friduy's speech be
known,

The yuickly let it be knowu many of the
cducation initiatives had been slarlcd by
their side.

“As spoaker of the House, .
proud, President Clinton knew this was a
bi-partisan cffort on cducation,” said Rep.
Terry R. 8pence. R-New Castle. “"Many of
the issues he spoke aboul were Issucs
addressed by Republicans.”

o me, it was a very Republican
speech,” said Scen. Myrou L. Bair, R-Wili-
ingtan, Scoate Minority Leader,

About g dozen members of the Repub-
lican caucus from the House and Scnale
held court shortly aller the president left
the building,

The partisan group pnimcd oul it was
Rep. Stephanie A, Ulbrich, R-Newark,
which introduced the Tirst  legislation
authorizing school choice, three years ago.

Sen. Donna Reed, R-Newark, said she
had intreduced the first Jegislatlon allow-
ing charter schools, and the bill was still
in commitice because Democrats would
not allow il oul.

Rep. Nuncy H. Wagner, R-Dover, sald
more emphasis needs (o be placed on an
cid 1o “social promotion” — the practice
of sending children o the next grade
regiardless of their academic achievement,

"1 think 1t needs to be Ued to a child's
success in learning.” Rep. Wagner sald.

As a teacher, Rep. Wagner said she was
disappointed the president did not men-
tion parental responsibility.

"It s inleresting, we all talk about tak-
fng all these measures, bul have no solu-
tion in place yet.” she said, 1 think a lot
of parents think it Is the school's job (o
walch their kids, We should require them
lo sign an agreement they’ll get involved
and take parl of the responsibility (or their
child's cducation.”

it made me ’

House Majority Leader Wayne AL Bmiith,
R-Wilington, sald there needs o be
accountability 1n school.

“There should be real consequences.”
Rep. Smith sald. “If you fail, you [ail?”

Nonc of ihe fegistators thought solutions
0 the accountability or the education issuc
in general would be casy.

Some spoke of 4 necd o give parents a
hatl day a sciester in which (0 spend lime
in school with tweir children. That time,
according to Scn. Steven H. Amick, R-
Newark, should be paid time off with the
blessings of business.

ch Spence gathered slg,mhctmt support

3 ‘,,
R

Staff photo/dehn King
Rep. Nancy H. Wagner gives the Republican response after the president’s
speech at Legislative Hall on Friday.

toward the end of the Republican press
couference with o controversial promise.
“Eowill propose an amendment o oany
accountability bill which passes o require
school uniforms for grades K through
three,” the House Speaker said. “iUs been
proven it helps level the playmg ficld.”
“Lels keep this in perspeetive,” sald Rep,
Sinith, "This was a nlce way for Prestdent
Clinton 0 have a nice backdrop lo empha-
size education. The problem 1s, most of
what he's talking about are what Repub-
licans have been saying all along.”
D.L. Bonar can be reached at 741-
8228 or at daverpa@newszap.com,
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|#/% Highlights from the day

& SUPER DAY FOR SECRETARY METTS: Dclaware Sceretary
of Education Irfls 1. Melts was all smiles Friday afternoon after
President Bill Clinton thrast Delaware's edueation iniliatives
nto the nattonal spotlight.

"1 liked how quickly he mastercd and understood the details

|oof education reform in Delaware, He understood 1t was on the

cutting edge of edweattonal reform and leading the nation,” Dr,
Mctis satd.”

br. Metts noted the parallels Hetween President Clinton's plans
for education reform and what officials are rymg to eslablish
in Delaware, which Includes implementing reductions i class

. ing soclal promotion,

in addition to Prestdent Clinton, Dir. Metts also heard NAACDE
president Kwetst Mfinne speak at an cdueational conference at
Delaware State University Friday.

“They arc truly gifted individuals,” Dr. Metls said. “They iruly
promote and support educational issucs. They eare ahout chil-
dren.

“What an tmpressive day. [‘hc spollight was on Delaware.”

B WASHED QUT: Hain forced the cancellation of the outdoor
“appearance planned for President Bill Chinton. About 100 peo-
" ple lined along the barrfeades at the interseetion of Leglstative

and Willlam Penn avenues 1o fdet o gllmp:«: ol President Chin-

ton. .

instead, they got very wet,

About 50 people stood under nmbrellas while the ehiefl execu-
tive addressed stale lawimakers, They hoped the president wonld
stick his head out the door,

"We're standing oul here like fools,” chuckled Junc Bartel,
who drove up tn vain from Milford. "We're wet, bui !()yn!,“

Kathleen G. Johnson of Dover remained with the 50 failhind
and endured the rain,

"I just wanted (o say ‘hi' to Prestdent Chinton,” Mrs. Joln-
son sald. "He's my president, and since he came all the wiy
to Dover. Del., we should be here to see him”

B CAN WE GO NOW? A Jong linc of motorists were forced to
say “good-bye™ as their travel on US. 13 was siopped for the
presidential motorcade taking President Clinton and his entou-
rage back to Dover Alr Foree Base,

Traffic In the U.S. 13 northbound fane was backed up from
Court Street to beyond the St Jones River bridge just before
3 pm.

Traffic in both directions was held to an idling halt for 16
minufes as the long line of motorcade cars proceederd across
the highway on US, 13, while a few pedesirians gol a wave
from the president as he went hy.

Although the motorcade was past the intersection in less than
four minutes after the highway was closed, U.S. 13 was stopped
in both dircctions for another 12 minutes before it was re-
opened by Daover police.

During the delay, a few horns were sounded, and one motor-
ist stuck at the Citgo gas station beeame particularly impattent,

“What do we got to do, walt on him to get on the planc'?“
called Lamont Byrd of Dover 1o the officer halting tralfic. “He's
already a mile down the rosd. What are we going (o do 1o him
now?"

According to Capt. J. Robert Mays, Dover police spokesiian,
t ts standard procedure to keep ihe road elosed for an addi-
tional 10 minuies for sccurity purposcs 1o prevent a would-be
attacker from following the motoreade,

@ PRESIDENTIAL DUTY: Assigned to work in and around Leg-
istative Hall Friday were 76 state (roapers, 24 Faethittes Mau-
agement employees, 19 Capitol Police officers, at Jeast 36 Secrel
Service agents and- an undetermined number of Dover police
offieers.

@ LAST WORDS: So. how did the President's speech stack np
in quick political {ferms?
Speaking for the Democrals, Senate President Pro Tem
Thomas Sharp: “It was right on target.”
For the Republeans, House Ma]orﬂy Leader Wayne 8Smi lh
“Send the nioncy but keep the strings.”
— Compiled by Carlos Holmes,
Tom Eldred and Delarita Ford

. sizes, school-building constructions and renovations, and end




Del. leaders,
pupils alike
bask in glow

By NANCY CHARRON '
DS/J yDuver Bureau chial J- 2?&

DOVER — He couldi't stop the

- rain, but President Clinton proved
Friday that the weather s about
the only thing in Delaware beyond
the reach of his charm,

Wide-eyed kindergartners and
calloused politicians from Dover
Al Foree Base to Legislative Hall
and back again basked in the glow
of Clinton’s smile and the praise
he showered on Delaware’s efforts
“to reform education.

Before a special joint session of
the General Assembly, Clinton
toutaed a clutch of issues that have
become familiar terms to educa-
tion-conscious
Delawareans —
academic stan-
dards, account-
ability, school
chotee and an
end to social
prumotion.

“We can do
this,” he summed
up as his 43-
minute speech
meandered to-
ward its close.

“This is not
rocket science.”

Throughout
his four-hour’
visit, he showed
off the most
valuable assets -
any president can have — a tireless
right arm and an unwavering hand- )
shake. He shook hands with every-
one from schoolchildren to service- .
men, and left them all feeling
enriched by the experience. :

The legislators figured to be a
tougher audience, but most of
them, too, fell under Clinton's spell.

Sen. Robert L. Venables, D-Lau. !
rel, said he started the day a skep-
tie, until Clinton delivered “one of
the greatest speeches | have ever
heard.” Most agreed it wus
quintessential Clinton ~— like a
martini, a few sweet nothings
made the earnestly dry policy dis-
cussion go down smooth,

He was lavish in his praise of
Delaware. For instance, he up- !
dated Thomas Jefferson's famous
“diamond among the states” quip
by comparing it to a silicon chip:
“Small, but having within it enor-
mous inherent valtue; namely, the
power to shape the future”

1t might lack the power or po-
etry to ring down through the cen- ;
turies, bui Delaware officials, who
said Clinton selected the state as a
platform for his speech because of
its position near the head of the
education-reform class, beamed
with self-esteem.

“I was never so excited or proud
as a member of the Senate,” said
Senate President Pro Tem Thomas
B. Sharp.

He wasn’t alone.

A

]
1y




The News JoumaVBRIAN BRANCH-PRICE
Gov. Carper applauds as President Clinton
greets Rep. Michael N. Castle, R-Del., after
Clintan's speech Friday at Dover Air Farce |
Base. Clinton thanked the base’s personnel for
their airlifts and support.

“He looked cute. ... He's so cute,
. . b
1 could kiss him.

Monique Montague, 6, Dover

“Knowing how sociable the
president is, there should have
~ been a chance for the people to
greet him, (o show their respect.”
Anna Darlington, Felton, one of about 200

people who waited in vain in a downpour
fo see Clinton

“That was not very
realistic given the
~ crowd we
anticipated. A
bubble that would
encapsule the city
of Dover wasnota b
practical idea.”"

Jeffrey W, Bullock, Gov. Carper’s chief of
staft, on why the slate didn't setup a tent
for spectators

“Ienjoyed listen-
ing to him. He
reconfirmed some
of the stuff we’ve
been saying all
along.”

Sen. Donna Reed, R-Newark East -

“He looked like he does
on television. I thought his
hands would be hot but
they were cold.”

Tim Mihok, 14, Dover

“I was never 8o
excited or proud as
amember
of the
Senate.”

Senate President Pro
Tempore Thomas B. Sharp

“I was afraid of
the discussion
of the federal

government

and mandates
about our schools,
but I think he is re- &=
ally only trying to help.”

Sen. Robert L.VVenabIes, D-i.aurel

“We appreciate
President Clinton
taking the time to

visit Delaware
{but] we are not
convinced that his
educational plan is
in the best interests :
of Delaware’s public :

schoolchildren.” .

House Majority Leader
Wayne A. Smith, R-Clair Manor
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- going to be

Dowhstate educators
have mixed reaction

to president’s speech
~DSp) 4" /0-9 8
Compilled from staff reports

DOWNSTATE President
Bilt Clinton's speech on educa-
tlon in Delaware recommended
cutting class size and hiring
more teachers. which drew a
mixed reaction from Downstate
educators. .

Secretary of '

- Education Dr.
Irts T. Metts
noted the par-
.allels between
President
Clinton's
plans for edu-
cation reform
and what s
lrying to be
established in
Delaware
w h i ¢ h

Ifis T. Metts

~includes

addressing reduction in class
sizes and schaol building con-
structions and renovatlons, and
soclal promotion,

"1 loved when he made the
analogy of how good (he Gen-
eral Assembly felt going nto
their bulldings,” Dr. Melts said,

She said the " -president
tikened that to how students
should  feel golng . into thelr
scho0ls and should not havé to

- be in bujldings falling down

with leaking roofs,

Dr. Metts said she appreciat-
ed - that - President Clinton
broughi out that there were
positive and nega-
Uve consequences of account.
abllity, .

“You can't have an account.
abillly sysiern unless you have
both,” Dr. Metts sald. :

She said the president could
identify with the vision of

" Delaware's education and its

goals o prepare students

the future, for

We are not only fooking at
needs of our students tpday
we are looking at the needs

sur students in tomorrew's
e AL e

world,” Dr, Melts said.

James B, Boyd, supervisor of
Sccondary Programs for the
Lake Forcst School Disteict.
agreed with the president's
slance on expansion. *| agree
with what the president said
about overcrowded conditions
in schools today and students
atlending classes in trailers.
When 1 look at schools in the
arca and the condition they are
in, it's clear that we don't make
schools a priority in our soot-
ety That makes me warry
about our futyre.”

Betty Ann Wyatt, Lake Forest
Teacher of the Year, sald the
state necds to play a bigger role
"It is time thal our Delawarc
legislators realize that our state
is oo small 1o have the "haves”
and the “have nots” in educa-
tion.

“Funding to alf districts must
be fairly and cquitably distrib-
wied. All students should have
access to equal opportunity
and resources.”

Lewes resident Walter G,
Rosen, a retired educator, said
he caught President Clinton's
speech on television after a
friend called to remind him
about the Delaware vislt,

’I walched it on ONN. | was
very impressed, and I'm not
ordinarily very impressed by
Mr. Clinton. I'm an -educator
myself, and he said ail the right
things.” Mr. Rosen said.

Not cveryone thought (he
president's speech was Eood,
however.

Joseph J. Matriceino, presi-
dent of the Woodbridge Edn.
cation Assoclation. said that
President Chinton's comments
are nothing miore than polis-
eal rhetoric.

“"I's a  polittcal thing, &
sounds good,” he said. “Then

jit goes to the legislation and
they sce how much If's going
‘ta cosL.”

He said.that teachers would

‘certainly be overjoyed if the

government  took o
reduce class size,

“If you reduce class sizes,
say, from 30 to 15 students,
it's going to help not only dis-
cipline, hut comprehension for
all students.” sald Mr. Matric-
¢ino, a social studles teacher
at Woodbridge High School.
“Teachers would jump up and
down. That would ogetinitery
{mprove things in the class-
room. but is it really going to
get done?” )

Mr. Matriceino said he thinks

that the notion of national cer-
tification for teachers is wroung-
headcd, as well.
- “National certification, what's
that mean? The only thing
that's geing to make you a bel-
ter leacher is expericnce.” he
said.

Charles S. Postles Jr., pres-
ident of the Milford School Dis-
trict Board of Education. was
not entirely inipressed with the
president’s specech.

“One of my concerns is when
{President Clinton) taiks aboul
100.000 new teachers. It's like
the 100,000 cops from the
Biden Crime Bill. We haven't
seen 100.000 yet, and the oues
we've scen are funded ou @
three-ycar grant that will
require local governments to
fund them once federal funds
run out,” he said.

“1 would personaily bt
detighted o sce less money
coming from Washington. |
wouldn't mind i the U8
Department of Education dis-
appeared cntircly. Money from
Washington always comes with
strings attached. and creales
more bureaucracy.

“I thought a lot of what the
president had to sav was nice.
And, I agree with a lol of his
goals, They're landable goals. 1

steps

* with schiool duties. and have

. accountability plan to be pre-

just «don't agree with his plas
to reach those goals. [ wani (o |
seec more money spent in the
classroom, not in bureaucra-
oy’
Some educators were tied up
not had time to digest the pres-
ident's speech.

Rebert D. Smith 11, super-
Intendent, was laboring over an

sented to the the Detaware leg-
islature later this week on
behall of the state’s superin-
tendents.

“I've been typing since five
o'clock this morning. and !

haven't even had-a chance 0
cat lunch” Dr. Smith sald.
“Hepefully, 1 can get out later
to pick up the paper. and see
what (President Clinton) said.
But, right now. [ don't know
enough about his remarks 1o
muke a comment.”

Dr. Jeanel D. Starling, Lulu
M. Ross principal and
Delaware's distinguished prin-
cipal of the year, spent Satur-
day in Philadelphia laking semn-
inary classes, although Friday
she said she would hurry home
10 see what President Clinion
had 1o say.

"1 was hoping lo go to capi-
tal 1o se¢ him speak.” she said.
“But I had to be at the Dover
Sheraton while he was sched-

- uled to speak. Our school
librarian won state media spe-
cialist of the vear. and | was
honored to see her win
aAward.”

Assoclate edilors John
Finnerty and Carol Ann Porter
and  staff writers Delarita
Ford, Ashley Gray and Grego-
ry S. Layton contributed o
this story.

Kot 674-9999

Aftention Educators

President Clinton's historic speech to the
Juint session of the Delaware General Assem-
bly is available on NewsPhane.

The 43-minute speech can be shared with
students. )

If a short version is desired. NewsPhone
algo features cxcerpls frown the President's
speech.

Prosident
Chinlon's speech

_ Education
in Tragsutmn

B For an archive of the presi-
dent’s visit to Dover or the
changing face of education ins
Celaware, check online at

the -
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President’s plan’ -

seems to mirror
the governor’s

. By Angela Trout D3 ¢
Stalf writer .8

DOWNSTATE — The presl-
dent's speech today should shed
some fusight on his plans for
the future of the natlon's cdu-
cational system,

It is expected that the pres-

Cddent will hit . three  main-
points: reduced class  size,
additional classroom space.

and the eall (9r more after-

school programs, .

According to Gov. Thoams
R. Carper’s policy advisor on
edneation,  Peg Bradiey. the
president’s plan mirrors the
governor's. '

“When I.heard (he presi-
dent's  State of the Unton
Address {In Februaryl, It was
as il he was reading the gov-
ernors slatements on {educa-
tional reform) 'off of (he Inter-
uch. Thetr ‘agendas arc very
stmilar.”

Gov. Carper called for stimd-
lar actton in January when he
unvetled his budgel propesals
for the 1999 (iseal year. He
also  vowed that  education
would be at the forefront of
his agenda,

Gov. Carper's plans  for
reduction in class size came
in the way of several vehieles.
He proposed the allocation of
$6.1 million in his budget to
hire an additional 120 teach-
‘ers,

He also proposcs an increase
in Divislon I teacher funding’
ta tocal school districts at the
Kindergarten  through  third
grade level (o provide a feacher
for cvery 15 regular students, |
Me has also reeommended
funding Inercases for grades
fonrth through 1210 to provide
a teacher for every 16.3 regu-
lar students, ’

This initiative drew crilisem
from ecdueators and parents
when Senate Bl 249 was
introduced earlier this year.
The bill was designed to ad
In class slze reduction.,

The bill calls for the end of
special unit connts for spectal
education  students, meaning
that while the icacher to stu-
dent ratlos lower for regular
students, the teacher to student
ration for students with special
needs Inerease.

Another issuc  raised Dy
school administrators was
whether schools.could afford to
provide the additional space
needed to accomodate the over-
flow of students.

The Indian River School Dis-
irict 1s one of the districts that
{s struggling with overcrowded
sthools.

According to the district's
administrative assistant.
Charles W. Hudson, Sussex
Central Middle School, Susscx
Central High School and Indi-
.an River High Schiool are oper-

ating out of portable class- |

TOOIMS,
* “sussex Cenlral High is using
sik poriable classrooms, Indi-
an River High has 77 students
over capacily and is utilizing
five portable classrooms, aned
Sussex Middle {s 400 students
over capaelty and use nine
gportabie classrooms.
% “Reduclng class size is great,
<1 am tn full support of i." said
Edward B. Seibert, director of
- Business and Finance for Indi-
an River. "But reducing class
Lsize wmust also deal with 1he
overerowding  issue. 1T you
reduce class size, you have 1o
sprovide additional funding.”
.. While President  Clinton's
. pitehes his priorites, ‘the eost
- for local sehool  distriels 1o
" Implement  thear will cost
* money. But even though fatled
referendioms o inerease {axcs
sappears to be the normn, onc
[ superintendent docs not think
increased federal funding is the
| angwer, .
. Dr. Joames £, Hammond.
Capllal School Districl super-
" ntendent, sald because feder-
“al funds are usually compen-
_satory funds designed o
address deficiencies in a stu-
“dent group. federal (unding

would not help his district with
the needs it trled to satisly with
the  referendum  that  {ailed
recently.

“he president ean help sup-
port the notion of reduced class
size and make sure that
appropriations  foward  con-
struciion funds come to the
state level onto the district
level,” Py, Hammond said.

Atter wehoul prospags. alse
refurred to o as extended-lime’
programs, are also heing con-
Sidered to be beefed up by the
governor. He proposes an addi-
Gonat $3 mitlion to an existing
7.6 million allocated 10 such
Drograms.

David Vaughan, principal for
Fairview LElementary school.
has been running after school
programs since the heginning
.of the year.

The program offers Arts and
Crafts and cake decorating to
sclence clubs and inloring. The
sesstons normally run uirtl!
5:30 pan., which is a help ©
working parents. Mr. Vaughan
sald. . X
“The (alter-school program)
benefits the studeits and thelr
parenis, hul mainly the par-
ents.” Mr. Vaughan satd.

But such programming
comes with a price. Funding 18
derived  throughy the slates’

Extended Time grant and Drug
Free grants, [ .
He satd they do not charge
students an activities fee at this
potnt. He said that would be 8
fast resort if funding dries up.
Anather aspeel of Gov. Carp-
er's cducattonal reform s his
call for more accountahility.
Sen. David P Sokola. D-
Newark. 15 the chilef sponsar of
the accountabitity bith, He sald
the Senate is working on the

bill. S.B. 250, and making
progress. but don't fignre on
having the cntire package

ironed out by the end ol this
legislative session.

S.13. 250 focuses on reducing
social  promotion, which s
advancing a student to the niext
grade simply heeause of their
age. 1t also calls for rewarding
he academic achievement of
stndents, schools and schaol
distriets. and holding schools
and school districts account-
able for inadequate, testing
vesults, : .

State wide testing was: imple-
menied for the first time this
werk to grades 3. 5. 8 and 10,

Assistant editor Carlos
Hotmes condributed to this
stery.

Angela Trout can be
reached at 741-8250 or at
atrout@newsgap.com.

Y

Education Bills

2 5.8, 249 — {David P Sokola, D-Newark: i
249 2 a, - ark: two represenia-
tives.) This bill, the “Class Size Reduction and E%u?.g;lo:\

Fiance Improvement Act of 1968,
4 e 998," will reduc s5 sizes
In eore academic subjccts. ¢ class stees

] S.B: 250 -— (Sen. David P Sckola, D-Ncwa;“k; Sen. Robert
J.’Vo>hc|l. qoMl!ford. two representatives.) This bill, denom-
tnated the “Educationd]l Aecountability Act'of (888" will
tmprove Delaware’s educational system by drastically redue-
ing sotial promotion, rewarding the academic achicvement
of students, sehools, and school districts, and holding schools
and sehool districts accountable for nadeguate resulls,

® 8B, 292 — (Scn. Thomas B. Sharp, D-Wilmingtlon:

5clmmrs. four representatives. ) Rcduccsp.class slzel]i‘%?ﬁdti
K-3: requires clementary schools to publlsh class sizes in
gunuai school profiles: permits sehool districts to"use up'to
5% of their teaching units (o employ instructtonal aldes; and
guaranices staie funding for a number of units equal 1o cach

sehool district’s a
Year {sirict’s actual unit count for the preccding school |

71
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By Carlos Holmes yﬁ
Assistand Edilor 5 ?

DOWNSTATEE —  Several
Downstate residents would Hke
to have a’ few minntes to say
something to President Bill Clin-
-ton.

Dena Scchrist of Rehoboth
satd she would give President
Clinton a picee of her mind con-
cerning malternity leave.

“As a mom, | know he gave
three months without pay for
mothers after they have a child,”
Mrs.  Scchrist sald. "But he
should  give six months with
some sort of fncome. I had to
go back to work after three
months and had to get a habysit-
ler.

Linda %, M()ulduu‘ of Laurel
sald her son's college education
would  weigh heavily on her
mind.

T woudd talk to him about the
raising cost ol college educa-
tion.” Ms, Montague said, "My
son is 13 and in five vears, }
10111 know what | am going |
do

I&nbin AL Fisher of Laurel said
she wonld speak to the presi-
dent on behall of the elderly cit-
fzens shie serves as head ol First
Shite Commmunity: Actlion
Ageney’s Senior Companton pro-
graui.

"My concern is not for 13ill
Clinton's personal life. [ would
speale with the president on the
necds of the clderly, and how

piece of the

P mind

voluntecr programs e geared
toward youths. hut not as much
towards the elderiv” Ms, Fisher
safd.

Bul while some people would
puolitely steer clear of the presi-
dent priviade affairs, Rehoboth
restdent Jdim Waldin said he
wauld pull no punches, literal-
2 ’

“Td shp him upside his head
and ask him why he can't keep
his panis on,” Mr. Waldin sajd.
I'd also ask hine why does he
pick wgly woren (o have affairs
with}. He's president, and vou'd
think he could come ap wi(h
some better looking womecen.

Carlos Holmes can be
reached at 644-G6320 or at
carlosh(@@newszap.com,
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President Clinton salutes as he arrives Friday at Dover Air Force Base. Defense Secretary Wiltiam Cohen follows h
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Defense Secretary William Cohen and President Clinton.

Vil

By Tom Eldred

Stall writer

DS
ERS 74

PDOVER — Defense Sceretary
William Cohen went dircetly to
the point in a briel address at
Dover Alr Force Base.

The secretary aecompanied
President Bill Clinton to Dover
Friday and presented the com-
mander-in-chiefl to an enthuslas-
tie crowd of basc personnel, fam-
ilics and [friends.

“Shortly after the Wright
Brothers’ first flight in 1903, one
obscrver commented, it is be-
yond dispute that Wilbur Wright
1s in possession of power that
controls the fate of nations,”
Secretary Cohen said.

“Almost a hundred years later,
vou, the highly trained profes-
sionals in the greatest Alr Force
in the history of the world, arc
living proof of that statement.”

Speaking of the time 50 years
ago when the “fires of World War
I were still smoldering.” Secre-
try Cohen  also recalled  the
words of President Harry S, Tru-

e

,ohen talks about
tues of Air Force

man when President Trumain
said, it is individuals who make
hiistory. not the other way
around.” :

“And today. as the embers of
the cold war are extinguished,
we stand on the brink of a new
American century, led by a com-
mander-in-chief with a clear, per-
sistent vislon of America's role
in the world,” the sccretary said.

He applauded President Clin-
ton for conststently doing "what
is militarily necessary and what
is right. even in the face of tre-
mendous political pressure.”

He also called personnel at the
base “today's citizen-soldlers”
who represent the country
throughout the world. :

“Ladies and gentlemen of Do-
ver Alr Force Base, [ am proud
to present to you the president
of the United States, President
B Clinton.” Sccretary Cohen
said. . )

o Tom Eldred can be
reached. at 741-8212 or at
teldred@newszap.com.
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Base given kudos by

mmmandernm-cmef

I3y Tom Eldred 3_'3’“;”"; o
Stall writer T
DOVER — Excitament and

jntense anticipation pulsed
through a giant hangosr at RDover

sads of base personnel and
their Gunilies awaited o visit
from President Bill Clinton.
They were not disappointed.
Alter brict opening, remrks
by hase communder Felix M,

Gricder  and Seerclary of

Detense Willimn Colien,  the
commnder-in-chicl delivered a

rousing, speeeh ainie d al-the

“hearts and minds of the wen

and wormenswho serve in defense
of the nation. )

T all the members of the
taited  States Al Foree, and

Athetr Gendlies and fricnds, thank

)ou especially for bnn;,n;,‘ the
children todiy,” the president
.sald. Twould like to say a spe-
cial word of thanks to the Dover
HMigh School Band. ... | wn
delighted to Le here”
The president wasted no thne

“in zeroiug on the theme of his

addresy — he 36 C-D aircralt

bascd in Dover aud gratitude 1o

all who migke thousands of
thghits taking olf and linding at
the base cach year possible.

" Those of you who  work
around the elock o support oar
detense and our freedon, |
Hiank you,” Mr. Clinton said.

) “Detaware calls itsell “Sndl
Wonder,” the president contin-
ued. "IUs) not o small 1o have
the C-5s, which do so much for
Amerfea’s intervention,”

“lunuer” loader, moving heavy

" cargy.

“Your clforis arc. essential.”
President Clinton said. "We live
I a {ime ol cnormous promise,
and you know that it will work.
Bul there s also a lremendous
responsibility for  the  United
States oul there, both to take
advanlage of the: promise and

o neel the chall cuges ol the pusl'

Cold War era.
The  chief executive  noted
Amcrica’'s  uncmployment  rale

was pegged Friday ate 4.3 per- -

cent, the lowestUsinee 1970, But
one-third of the new jobs that
have becn created sinee 1993,
hie sald, cone frou trading with
othier nattons:

Like Hoor not, our luture, and
thie future of every child in this
audicnce today, In bound up In
our ability to maintain leader-

fts not
too small for the 60.000-pound.

ship and peace :nul freedom :nigl

.

seeurlty  aod opportanity

Hntma,_!\uul the world,”
Fhe president recadled ti u h<
traveled  through  Afrtea” i

o Maveh, “Guess what,” e said,
Air Foree Base Friday as thou-

“Onmy whole trip, vou provid-
cd the transportation, You pro-
vided e, helicopters, and you
provided lln conununications. i
thank yvou.”

The next month he was wis
in Chile, "Arul guess what, von
provided my transportation and
conununications. And 1 thunk

Yo .
“ha tow days Bwill leave for

l‘mopt "the president contin-
ued, where arnony othed inilid:

tives, he willh work with the nefy

NATO treaty Lo assure "o Burope
that is praceful, undivided ansd

{ree for the Tirst tme inalbl ni'

history,

“And., # nothing happens o
the chain of conmmand,”™ he saidg,
“you're poing o provide the
ir dnbpm tation and Lummuuica—
tion.” )

President . Clinton  reminded

“his audivnee that the 21st Cen-

tury “will be Aunerica’s greatest
time™ i the nation does ils part
to prolect freedom and seeuri-

Ayraround the world.

“Bat. the world is stll not frde

Dol dangers,” e warned, "Not hy

a dong shot.™ He sald new tech-
nology, while helping {o opeu
and” expand  conununications

across  the world,  has  also’

spawned new avenues “for e
organized forees of destruction”
and-new mobllity” to inlerng-
Honal terrorists and criminals,

he United Stales must con-
tinue L lead in the world and
that 1eans we need you more
than ever,” the prestdent sald,
e said Dover base is respon-
sible for 25 percent of Amierd-
ca's strategie-alvHiC capaclty, and

played a vital role in supplvln-l |

the troops i Bosnla.

“Please ramember, in \vuys.

Lurge and small, you are mal
iy u hage dilference in making
the world a belter place lor thie
children who share this roon
with us today,” Mr. Clinton con-
cluded. “Yon i Dover muke i
happen, You deliver, You are
essential to Anierica’s sceurit

"You make us all very proud.

Thank you very much and (-ml .

Lless you.'
Tom Eldred can be
reached at 741-8212 or’'at
teldred@newszap.com.
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Base goes
hananas
for Bill_

By Tom Eldred
Staff writer ‘5—;2?3:

DOVER — Dover_ Air Force
Basc staged a great big welcome

" for President Bill Clinton Friday. *

a welcome likely to be remem-
bered for a long time (0 come.
“From.the vibrating pereussion

of the Dover High School Band

" 1o the intense securily cfforts of
" Secret: Service an_d bas¢ per-
*sonnel, the event was an intentse

display of presidential power -

with all the trappings.”
~ "Our kids have been 50 excit-
- ed ever since we got permission
. they could come.” said Juanita
. Cooper, a kindergarten teacher
at West Dover Elementary
. Sehool, as she and fellow
. teacher Jane Tinsley direeted 87
- youngsters into Hangar 706 to
+wait for the president.
“We've been on Cloud 9 cver
“since. We cven brought a ‘spe-
cial "Welcorne (o Delaware’
to give to the president.”
Across the cavernous hangar.
Dover High School Band direc-
tor David Delong was fine-tun-
ing his musicians for a rousing
- salute to the ‘ehiefl.
“It Is a great honor (o be here.”
Mr. Delong said. “It's an over-
whelming expcrienec‘ for cvery-
. body. We fcel extremely privi:
leged to play for the president
of the United Stales and repre-
sent the capltal city of Delaware
lor this great occaston. The kids
are lite rally burst ng at the
seams.”
Dozens upon dozcns of Seeret

Service and basc security offi- |

cers eirculated about the harigar.
as thousands of basc personnel
_and family members filed in
through specially set-up metal-
detector gates. Extra scats were
provided for ticketholders who
were supposed to sec the event
outside Legislattve Hall, which
" was rained out.

Finally, when the hangar was”

full ‘just, before .3 p.m., all en-
trances were sealed except for a
massive . opening at onc end
where  the presidem wounlkd
speak. With a glant C-5 airgraft

framed outside on ‘the flight line, .

the now-captive audience wait-
ed for their president.

Master Sgt. Dennls A, Desilet
came with his 12-year-old son,
Josh. "I took him out of Dover
Alr Middle School for this,” Sgt.
Destlet said. 1 thought it was
important for him to sce ihe
_ president up close.”

Josh, who sat with two ‘;choo!-
age friends, was cxcited. "I'm
Tanking  fnramard to what he

cap |

says,” .Josh explained. “In the
news, they sald he'd be talking

about education, and I want to -

hear that.” -
Smyma rcsxdents Joseph and
Ann  Snyder obtalned tickets

~from state Rep. Bruce C. Ennis,

D-Smyrna. Mr. Snyder s a
World War Il veteran and a mem-
ber of VFW Post 880} in Clay-

ton.

1 think !ts Just grcat Mrs.
Snyder said. "' got my camera
ready!” )

Sitting ciose to wherce Presi-
dent Clinton would speak were
Charles and Virginia Carson.
Mr. Carson.-was a well-known
figure for decades at the base,
wherc he ran the mor!uary for
26 years.

“The last time I was in this
hangar was for the Ron Brown
accident,” Mr. Carson recalled.
“They certainly go all-out. It's
amazing how. they can change
the -configuration of the place.”

Ericka Grieder, 16, daughter
of hasc commander Fellx M,
Grieder, was in the front row —

camera ready ~— with her 11-
- year-old hrother. John. “It's-all
pretly amazing.” -the Caesar

Rodney High School juntor said.
“I know my Dad’s excited about
it.” John took a slighily differ-
cnt view. “I'm happy (o be here
beeause 1 got ont of 'school,” he
sald with an honest grin.

Whea President Clinton final-
ly arrived. he lauded the hase
and its personnc! in a speech
greeted  with  near-deafening
applause. Afterwards, many in
the crowd moved forward to
shake hands with their charis-

warming to the occasion while
worried Sceret  Serviee men
looked on, spent a full 45 min-
utes shakling hands and chatting
with the people.
Two young airmen, Airman 1st

. Class Cynthia De La Vara and

Alrman Valerle Skelly. were post-
tively thrilled when the chiel
threw his arms around them for
a spontaneous hug.

“At first, Valerle was going to
ask for a picture with him.” Air-
man De La Vara said. "But she
ran oul of film, Sa. I figured,
what the heck, it's a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity; I'd ask for
a hug. Hé put his arms around

us and huggcd us both!”
“Not only that, but one of my
friends had a camera, so, we got .
a picture,” Alrman SKelly said
As he exited the hangar and
was preparing o leave, the
president learned - of the litile
children from West Dover Ele-
mentary School and the special
.cap they'd prepared. Mr. .Clin-
ton came back into the hangar.
In a final gesture, he gracious-
Iy accepted the cap and signed

. a banner for the class,

It was quile a day.
Tom Eldred can be

reached at 741-8212 or at.

. teldred@newszap.com. .

matic leader. President Clinton, /(
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Base personnel praised
for their supportive role

“You are making a huge

difference,’ Clinton says
N'j By MOLLY MURRAY £ o
Staff reporter ~

DOVER — With a massive C-5 trans-
port jet as his backdrop, President Clin-
ton on Friday praised Dover Air Force
Base personnel for the “essential” role
they play in maintaining world peace and
keeping him mobile and in touch when
he travels te foreign lands.

More than 1,000 people — Air Force

‘personnel, state and local officials,

schoolchildreh and Democratic Party ac-
tivists — turned out

DOVERAIR  to hBear the president.
FORCEBASE toushet by the mes

-sage were the wives of
the airmen who carry out the base mis-
sion of delivering military cargo and
hardware around the world.
“It’s.sometimes hard to be left be-

hind,” said Mary Mihok, the mother of -

five. “It means a lot to me" that the presi-

- we-- - ——-- dent realizes the-sacrifice-military- fami- -

lies make. “You miss a lot of things.”
~ Her husband, Tom, is a master

sergeant with almost 19 vears of actlve
military duty. Ten of those years have
been spent in Dover.

In recent months, Dover base person-
nel have helped keep Clinton on the go
and in contact with home.

There was a trip to Africa in-March,

“Guess what? On my whole trip, you
provided the transportation and commu-
nications ... I thank you,” Clinton said.

Last month, it was a trip to Chile.
“Guess what? You provided my. communi-

you.”
And there is an upcomm:T European
trlp
“You're going to provide my trans-
portation and communication and I
thank you,” he said.
So what's all this transportation and
communication equipment? Some of it’s
a secret. But then, there's the president’s

limo, the helicopter — the stuff that .

keeps him moving.

“He keeps us pretty busy,” Maater Sgt.
Mihok said.

It was a big day for the Mihok chil-
dren, too. Tim, 14, got to shake the presi-
dent’s-hand.

“He Iooked hke he doe‘~ on telewqon
the youngster said. “I thought his hands

cations and transportation and I thank

The News JoumallFRED COMEGYS

A Dover Air Force Base honor guard s:lemly leaves Air Force One in the pouring rain
Friday after the president’s departure. Clinton toured a C-5 transport jet at the base. .

would be hot but they were cold.”

And there was the big moment for the
220 members of the Dover High School
Band, who Clinton praised for their en-
thusiasm,

He turned serious as he talked about
his tour of a C-5 and the important role

cargo bases such as Dover. play in_times.. .

of conflict and with humanitarian aid.
““Our leadership is more imporiant

than ever,” he said. “We need vou more
than ever. ... Here at Dover, you are lead-
ing the wav. ... When your joints ache
from loading pallets ... when you fly all
night ... when vou're too far from home
and you wonder sometimes what you're
doing it all for. please remember, in ways
large and small
difference 1 making the world a better
place for the children ir: this room today.”

.you are making.a huge.



West Dover students glven an opportumty to meet the pressdem

Staff writer

By Delarita C. Ford 55
By Del ita C. Ford :‘7;9?8

DOVER — Dover High School Band
members are not the only students who
will have the once in a lifetime experience
of seeing the president in real life.

Kindergariners from West Dover Ele-
mentary School who had a scheduled trip
to the Dover Air Force Base Museurn were

Anvited to come to the base after all-so

they will have the opportunity-to greet and
meet the president, according to Maj. Kirk

. E. Farynlasz, Dover Air Force Base publsc

affairs officer.
He said the kindergartners' tour. which

the base received requests for four weeks-

ago. was not cancelled but had been post-
poned until May 13, and that the base
would “"bend over backward”
modate the children.

"We were originally told it would be 100

“to accom-

percent military identification checks at the
gate and none of these children would have
those. so then we rescheduled them for
the 13th of May.” Maj. Faryniasz said. He
said he hopes nothing will interfere with

‘that rescheduled date like another presi-

dential visit.

Maj.
been invited to the basg and will be in the
“big hanger where the president will be

.speaking to the basc folks.”

While the kindergariners have their

“orders to be at the base by noon, West

Dover Elementary School third graders in

- Michelle Ross’ and Latende Henry's class
will be walking at 12:30 p.m. to Legnsla—‘

tive Mall to sce the president.

Central Middle School studentsina men-
loring program will not be left out of the

action either as guidance counselor, Bessie

Lewis, and .associate principal. Phyllise
Wilkins-Church, have arranged for eight to

Faryniasz said the children have:

10 students to go on a journey in hopes
of seeing the president. while learning the

significance of what goes on in Legislative

Hall. what affiliation does President Clin-
ton have. with Dover Air Force Base and
learning about other jobs. including what
a Secret Service agenl does.

“This will bc an important adventure.
We are trying to expose our children lo
anything educational and cultural in and

.around the city of Dover.. Those activities

are important to their educational suc-
cess.” said Ms. Witkins-Church, who has
been in education for over 30 years.

She said the school has walking per-
rmission slips for students just in case an
important event comes up like 4 visit from
the president.

“"We're out ‘and about quite a bit,”

learning success enhances when they have
such opportunities to meet the president.

Ms.-
Wilkins-Church said, adding that children's .

go to cultural concerts. plays. college func-
tons. - .

"They will see someone like the presi-
dent and realize that this is a real live per-
son.” she said. .

Dover High School Principal Joseph
DeFelice announced to his student body
Thursday that they could be dismissed to
see the president at Legislative Mall if they
turned in notes from their parents during
homeroom. .

Although - he said he would like the
opportunity to see the president himself.
he said as long as some of his students
have the chance. he is satisfied.

CIf T get to see the president-fine, if I
don't gel to see him. then that’s fine too.
as long as my kids arc there. [ would hate
for them o miss this -once-in-a- lzfeumc
opportunity.” Dr. DeFelice said.

-Delarita C. Ford can be reached at

741-8233 or rita@newszap.com.
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ter four ho
West Dover pupﬂs
get to meet C|

(f By MOLLY MURRAY
"/?’ Statl eporter

They waved their American flags. They danced to the beat
of the Dover High School Band. They fidgeted, squirmed and
fidgeted some more.

For the 5- and 6-year-olds from West Dover Elementary
School, the wait to see President Clinton seemed to span a life-
time.

Four hours after they settled in at a hangar at Dover Air
Force Base, “the boss of the country” arrived.

Six-year-old Brittany Brokenbrough'’s reaction: “I'm hun-
gry. ... Do you think they have any cookies left?”

Monique Montague, 6, was
THE K]DS impressed.

“He didn't Jook like the
man on TV, she said. “He
looked cute. ..._He’s so cute, 1

“ i y could kiss him.”
He didn't look like The children, like hundreds
the man on TV of other people, had hoped for

a close-up look at Clinton and

He IOOked cute. . a chance to shake his hand.
to Their teachers and princi-

He’s so cute, 1 pal scrambled to get the

_ .o youngsters to the event, call-

' COUld kISS hnn ing parents throughout
Thursday evening to secure

permission slips and running

Monique Montague, 6, to every store in Dover to buy
of West Dover tiny American flags. They

even made a bauner to wel-
Elementary School come Clinton to Dover.

Once the speeches were
over, the children began
chanting: “We want the president! We want the president!”

For a while, it appeared they would be disappointed.

Clinton shook hands with hundreds of people and spent "}
about a half-hour moving among-the crowd. But the 'West -

Dover kindergartners were not among them. Most of the chil-
dren couldn’t even see over the security barriers.

Then Gov. Carper, noticing the sea of tiny hands waving
above the barricade, walked over Lo greet the youngsters.

" Clinton, meanwhile, started in the direction of his car. He
signed some autographs. then, prompted by Carper, noticed
the children,

In an instant, he was there, shaking hands for another 10
minutes.

“This is it, bov. I tell you,” said Principal Cecil Wilson.
“Good things come to those that wait.”

o Thiz News Joumat BRIAN BRANCH-PRICE
Wes! Dover Elementary School Principal Ceci! Wilson lifts kindergartner Jeremiah Smith so he can see President
Clinton arriving Friday at a hangar at Dover Air Force Base. Wilson brought students and teachers to see Clinton.



By Delarita C. Ford
S staffwriter DS /‘fﬁ”, 12.-98

DOVER — It was music to their ears
iy, for band members of Dover High
«' .School when they heard Wednesday

" .afternoon that they will be perform-
ing for the president.

“The kids are thrilled.” said Joseph
DeFelice. Dover High School principal.
who said he received a phone cail from
one of President Clinton's stalf 4 p.m.
Tuesday.

He said when asked
High School Band. made up of over
200 students including those in the
‘jazz ensemble and other performers.
would be able to play for the presi-
"dent Friday, he replied “If there's any
way we can do it we will.”

After that conversation, Dr. DeFelice

-said he had to rearrange student
schedules. arrange bag lunches for the
band members 1o eat on the way to
Dover Air Force Base, and tell stu-
dents to make sure it was okay with
their parents since there was not

enough time to do formal permission _

. slips.

"Il was exciting talking to the guy
‘who goes ahead and makes plans for
the prestdent.” Dr. DeFelice said. “This
is exciting. it is really exclting.”

il the Dover ~

erforms for president

Dr. DeFelice said the students will
send their band equipment.to [Dover
Air Force Base belore they arrive 50
it can be inspected so it does not slow
down the security process when they
go through their check. He said the
band will have to entertain dignitaries
an hour and a half before the Presi-
dent arrives. ’

"They could have gotten a’lot of dif-

ferent bands. it makes us feel kind of -

proud.” Mr. DeFelice said.

Dr. James Hammond, Capital
School District superintendent. said
the band was most likely recom-
mended t¢ perform for the President
because of its reputation.

“It's the best band in the state of
Delaware and it has a very fine repu-
tation for excellence and quality,”'Dr.
Hammond said.

Although it may have been the first
time current band members have played
for the president. it i$ not the first time
for Dover High School Band instructor
David C. Delong, He had the opportuni-
tv 1o Jead former band members over six
years ago when they plaved for former
president George Bush.

“You are in for an experience vou will
not forgel. | have been fortunate to see
and do this before.” Mr. Delong said.
before a White House official arrived in

the band room to hear the band prac-
tice.

Dr. DeFelice said the band is keeping
up its reputation for plaving for presi-
dents and has had the opportunity to
play for two consecutive presidents.

“That is a preity good start, We're aim-
ing for 10." Dr. DeFelice said.

Mr. Delong told students the experi-
ence would be new for them and let them
know what they should expect and what
was expected of thern Thursday after-
noon while practicing

“1 want all of vou to understand what
a privilege and honor this will be. Twen-
tv. 30 and 40 years from now il will be
an incredible thing to say that you played
for the president.” Mr. Delong said to the
band of over 200 members including a
jazz ensemble. dancers. a pom-pom and
flag squad.

Mr, Delong told the students they will
be representing not only the band. but
the school, the community. and the state’s
capital. After the band practiced some
peppy. upbeat tines such as Jungle Boo-
gie and Respect. the instructor gave them
another pep talk.

“We were sclected (o do this, We have
an incredible opportunity for this school,
this communitv and believe me we are
going to make the most of it.” Mr. Delong
said.

Staff photo/Linda Lairet

President Clinton greets members of the Dover High School band.

“Ever since | heard this 3 p.m. Wednes-
day. I have been very tense. on edge. I
have seen a lot of bands on television
play for things like this and some were
not very impressive. That is not going to
be us,” Mr. Delong said.

He reminded band members to be in
complete uniform, which included hav-
ing black socks, black shoes, a white T-

from “litde ones in Salisbury to Philadcl-
phia to nationally on CNN.” ~

“This is an awesome thing to repre-
sent our school district and the capital
of our state. That is so important to me
because I care about vou, our school and
our district and in the next 12 hours you
really need to prepare yoursell to be the
kind of representative yvou want....” Mr.

shirt underneath, "no substitutes.” He said Delong said.

the band will be under scrutiny and will
be watched on every television station

Delarita Ford can be reached af
741-8233 or at rita@newszap.com.
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By Delarita C. Ford
" Salf writer ) 5/\} 3 -

"DOVER — The Dover High
School Band s continuing a lega-
* ¢y for performing for presidents
~and has a reputation to uphold.

Although 11t may be the first time

“current’” band  members  have
plaved for the president, it is not
the first time for Dover High

School Band instructor David C.

Delong, He had the opportunity
“to lead former band members
Tover six years ago when they
" played - for  former  president

Lzmr;.,c Busly.

“You arc in for an experience
you will not forget. I have been

" fortunate Lo sece and do this
- “hefore, i
< White House offictal arrived in the
“hand room to hear the band pm(-

“Uee. .

JDr. Joseph DeFelice said  the
bund is keeping up its n,puta{ion
for playing for presidents and has

“had the opportunity o play for
-4 wo consceutive presidents.

" “Thal is a pretty good start.

We're alming for 10, Dr. Delelice

* said.
¢ Mr. Delong told students the
experience would be new for them
and et them know what ey
should expect and ‘whalt was
expected of thein Thursday after-
noon while practicing, :

“I want all of you to understand
© what a privilege and honor this
_will be. Twenty, 30 and 40 years
from now it will be an incredible
© thing to say thal you played for
* the president,” Mr. Delong said to
“the band of over 200 members

including a juzz e¢nsemble.
T dancers. a por-pom and  flag
S squad.
© Mr. Delong told the students

© After the band practiced some
" peppy. upbeat tunes suclias Jun-
“-gle Boogle and Respeet, the
U nstructor gaveé them another pep
" talk.

i'We were selected to do this.
“ We have an incredible opportuni-

ly for this school, this communt- .

* ty and believe me we are gotng (o
+ anake the most of i,” Mr. Delong
=" said. :

“Ever since | heard this 3 pm.
Wednesday, 1 have been very tense,

- on edge. [ have scen a lot of bands
. on lelevision play for things like
this and some werc nol very

" Mr. Delong safd, belore a .

' Above,

they will be represenling not only
_the band, but the school, the com- .
munily, and the state’s capital.

- Slaff pholos/John King
Beck McCall,
Jessica  Gilreath  and
Stephanie Manzi warm up
for the Dover High School
band performance for the
president. Right, David C.
Delongdirectstheband.

impressive. That is not going 1o
be us,” M Delong saicd.

He reminded band members o
be in complete uniform, which
included  having  black  socks.,
black shoes, a white T-shirt under-
neath, “no substitules. He said the
band will be under scrutiny and
will be walched on every (elevi-
sion station from “litlle ones in
Salisbury o
ndtlondliy o CNN."

“This is an awesome thing 1o
represent our school district and
the capital of our state. That is
so Important to me because [ eare
about you. our school and our
distriet and I e next 12 hours
you really nced to prepare your-
scif to be the kind of representa-
tive you want....” Mr. Delong said.

In between taking breaths and
blowing into wind  instruments,
students expressed their excite-
meut of being able to play “Hail
to the Chief.” :md "Ruflles and
Flourishes™ for the conunander-
in-chief and other dignitaries.

“This Is very cxciling becausc
is a {irst time opportunity for a
fot of people. Not msany people
had the opportunity to play for
the president,” said 1 lth-grader
Angela Carter. '

a0

Philadclphia to

Jamle Goodman, a saxophone
player and band secerctary, and
Lorrcll Ayers,
they were honored to lmvc the
LX;)LI‘ILHCC

“Fhis will be a great experience
for the Dover High School Band
and an opportunity for us (o rep-
resent Dover High Scliool,” Lor-

“rell said,

Afler Mike Frazier, 4 While
Housc offictal. reiterated the secu-
rity process for the students and
their instruments, he encouraged
thent to “play their hearts out.”

“On behalf of the White House
and the president of the United
States, I am happy you are play-

I -graders, said -

Sl
ing for us. We war you bave a
_really good record in terms of your
perlformanee throughout the state

and, other venues,” Mr. Frazier
sald. "Play your hearts out and
afterward come oul of the bicach-
ers dlld try to shake the presi-
ulll uand., He would like Lo meet
as maoy of you as possible.”
Delarita C. Ford can be
reached at 741-8233 or
rita@newszap.com.



e ~ ThePresident In Delaware

. . : News JoumalBRIAN BRANCH-PRICE
Caitlin Hogeboon, 5, talks to President Clinton after his speech at the Dover Air Force Base. Pupils from West Dover Elementary waited hours to meet Clinton.




Staft phoro/Linda taird

Left, President Clinton
speaks to the gathering at
Legislative Hall.. Above,
Dover High School band
members, from left, Jessica
Ball, 15; Kira Gordon, 15;
Kristin Wheatley, 16; Becky
McCall, 14; and Brian hollar,
18; are psych'ed after meet-.
ing the president. Right,
Capt. Erik Sant, a pilot at.
Dover Air Force Base holds
his 2-year-old daughter
Sydney so she can wave her
flag for the president. Below
left, Sen. Patricia M. Blevins
ties her son John’s tie
before the president arrives.
Below right, Secretary of
Defense William Cohen and:
Gov. Thomas R. Carper lis-
ten to the president's
speech atthe base.

Staft phototJohn King



Satt photoilinda Laird
DsSY S-2-78

Left, President Clinton enters Dover Air Force Base,

Above, Dover High School Band member Angela Smith, 15;
LadyJohnson, 16; and Miranda Coverdale, 15.

Right, the president shakes hands with students from West
Dover Elementary School. !

Speical to the State News/Tech Sqt. Don Perrie
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Statt phou")sILinda Laird
Above, the . Dover High
School band plays for the
crowd and the president.

‘Right, Tyler Wall, 6, and Scott

Odgen, 6, wait for President
Clinton to come so they can

. give him the hat from their

class at West Dover
Elementary. '




. ) President
Clinton greets members of the

Dover High School band.

with the ¢ro

, Presid

wd.

ent Clinton shakes hands’,




DSV 5-12-98

the president salutes the
_Crowd at the base. ~ -

Charies
Langloss, 11, Ben Materna, 13, and Jessica
}.angloss, 14, entertain themselves while wait-
ing for the president to arrive at the base.
Below right. i : .

T Staff photos/Linda Laird ~
Left, President Clinton
greets Dover Air Force Base
personnel and West Dover
Elementary school kinder-
gartners at Dover Air Force
Base cn Friday.



the base Honor Guard read-
ies for the president’s
departure.

DSN
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_ Rainia
thin
Sheath, 6 and Ca
Hodgeboor;, 5, of West
Dover Elementary thool
strain to see the president
over the crowd.

i
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Staff photos/Linda Laird
Left, West Dover Elementary
School students wave their
flags and chant “We want the
president.”
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N T 5-8-28
- By NANCY CHARRON
Dover Buraau chief

! DOVI‘ R — President C ]mmn
arrives in Dover taday to address
the Genernl Assembly on educa-
tion reform, and to talk to the
troops at Dover Air Foree Base.
The area around Legislative
‘Hall should be spick-and-spin
when Clinton arrves. It buzzed
Thursday with activity, {rom
phone technicians installing extra
lines to the state’s official china
being delivered to Gov. Carper’s of-
fice for refreshments for guests.
The president has used state leg-

mlanive venues on several occasions .
to talk about policy initiatives.

Delaware 18 among states imple-

‘menting edueation refovms, many -

of them similar to Clinton’s
grani,

But not all of
are going to hear the 12330 pm. ad-
dress in the Senate ch amhe;q

The chamber, which holds only
about 230 pcop]c will be packed
with' lawm(lkon and their guests,’
the governor's s Cabinet, the judi-
ciavy, statewide clected officials
and o large media contingent.,

pro-

Of the 41 House members, nine .

will be absent, including Rep. ALO.
Plant Sr, D-Wilmington Central,

who said he liked the president but, -

had personal business, to Rep. Jef-
frey G. Mack, R-New Castle, who
said he could not leave s teach-

ing assignment. Many lawmakers

have full-time johs.

Only one senator will be absent
-—Sen. Colin R.L Bonini, R-Dover
South. He is the-only lawmaker ad-

mittedly absent as 4 matter of

prineiple. Bonhm said he has seri-

ous ethieal and policy differences

with the president.

“Tthinkitis an immatm'c thing
to do,” Senate President Pro Tem
T Iumms B. Sharp, D-Pincerest,
said. “He 13 the ;nuulvnt. You
have a duty to go” :

BBut the ahsences haven't ruffled

the 3‘.’. lawmakers .

President Cl

Streets near -
Legislative Hall
will be closed
8 a.m. until
about 3 p.m.

A

s
et °

N (A8 o ' :
=l & w
oo

Uy
-1 . H

administration.

“We recognize that Friday is
not a regular legistative dayyand
lugmlatms hive scheduling eon-

the Carper

flicts,” said Sheri Woodruff,
Carpm s press secretary.

The speech will-he broadcast
outside the building. Aftcr\fvard,
the president will go to the south
side of Legislative Hall to greet
the public,

Streets around the lnnl(hng, will
he closed to through traffic from 8
am: to 3 pa. aed the Water Street
branch of the Dover Federal Credit

“Union will he closed for the <}ay

Motorists also can expeet some
delays on U8, 113 between th(,bmc
and the eapital when the presuiew
tial motorcade passes throvgh in
late morning and mid-afternoon.

-

|
|
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By D.L. Bonar
- Staff writer -

DOVER — Protocol 1s king as
this historic day dawns on Lcg-
islative Hall.

The General Assembly and
Gov. Thomas R, Carper play host

. today to President Bill Clinton,
Education Secretary Richard W.
Riley and Defense Secretary
willtam Cohen.

Getting
for the visit s tightly controlled
and dictated by. the governor's

office, with Lhe cooperalion of - §

the While House. .
"No one will be permitled into
the building unless they have an.
Cnvitation or credendals,” said
Sherl L. Woodrufl, a spokes-
woman for Gov. Carper.
Thursday, the Carper admin-
istration  announced a public
appearance would be made by
the president following his

address lo the-General Assem-:

bly. The public’ appearance will
_take place on the south end of
Legislative Hall, along William
Penn Avenuc. i -

“The public is encouraged o
attend this open appearance.”
Ms. Woodrulf said. -

Each person entering the
building will be required ‘(o
pass through a metal detector,
which was Installed on Thurs-
day. . : ‘

“We have a very specific
method of protocol which must
be followed for the session.”
Ms. Woodrull sald.

""On the fioor of thé Senate

Chamber will be a select Ust of
Delaware officials, “she. sald.-
Each member of the legistature
will be allowed one guest. After
that, come cabinel secretaries.,
statewide elected offictals and
chiefs of the judicial branch of
slale government.

in to Legislative Hall

i

" Siaff photosidohn King .

. Top, Charles Porter of Milford installs phone lines at the
" Armory on the-Green, which will serve as national media

headquarters. Above, Giffie Brown plants some shrubs to
help prepare for the president’s visit.

Above the floor in 68 seaté
contained in the Senate balcony

will be 34 members of th
~media Including 15
reporters and 34 representa-
tives of senlor stalf (o the gov-
eruor, the legislature and White
| House staffers. . .
As dusk settled over Legisla.
tive Hall, the "big evcnt“gwas
obviously having a huge effect
on the ‘historic building,
Inside the hall, technicians
were turning the Senate cham-
bers into a stage. Televiston
lights were instalied, platforms
erected on which cameras and
photographers would be locat.
ed and chairs were ‘being
brought In on which (o seat the
guests. o

Z

local -

TQuite an event,” said Rep.
Rebert F. Giiligan, D-Newark.
| the house minority leader as he
left the bullding just’ after 7
pm. '

« "I0s a once In a lfetime thing
 for all of us. Just think, Mon.
day, all we'll have is the men-
ory and some photographs, but
;we'll all be a* permanent part
j of Delaware history.” o
! D.L. Bonar can be reached
at 741-8228 or at daver-
pa@newszap.com.
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. : ' Stalf photoidohn King  Above, Cralg Stevens, a broadceast englneer for ABC, sete up a transmitter to feed to the
T ——— Jim Spencer.of Comcast Cable sets up a TVior the media outside to watchthe speech. White House media pool betore the president's speech. .
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Ready if he
decides to
chow down

DSM 4 8-78
Staff report
Prestdent Clinton has been

know to pay unexpected vis-
its to fast food restaurants in

his travels. Jeffery Mack,

assistant manager for Burger
King at 21T 8. Dupont High-
way, wasm't aware that the
nation's chief-executive was
coming to town.

I think we would just carry

on as usual If the president

came here,” he satd. *It would
be a surprise but we'd give

him our utmost best service .

as we do each customer and
treat him as we usually treat
our customers even though
he's the president.”

The Burger King Restau-
rant at Dover Alr Force Base
ts geared up for Pres!dent
Clinton.

“Everybody’'s ta1king about
him today.” said Assistant
Manager Karmella Regaspl.
“We would shake his hand

|1 and- show him around the

store. I know some don't want
to see him but 1 would defi-
nitely want to meet him. |
came [rom the Phillippines.
In my country, I met our
leader. 1 have seen him. 1
would want to meet Presldent
Clinton, too.”

Ms. Regaspi said employ-
ees were instructed to come
into the base early in case
there is restricted access.

“Our manager.wanté us to
be In here and ready” Ms.
Regaspi sald.

Traffic restrictions
sill not cetain

According to Michael R.
Bundick, state Facility Man-
agement deputy director
there will be some parking

restrictions and road clo-

sures in the area of the cap-
ital complex, but as of 4 p.m.
Thursday they were still being
firmed up.

“Most of the parking
around downtown Dover will
be unaffected.” Mr. Bundick
| said. T can say almost con.
fidently that Legislative
Avenue will be closed, and
some of Court Street, but how
-much has. not been déter-
mined.”

was just a joke

(welcomed by overcast skies

“Highs will be in the mid- to

Carpersays ~ |
Clinton crack -

Lots of jokes have been |
poked at President Clinton {n
the past year.

“One of the Joke-tellers,
Delawareans will remember,
was Gov. Thomas R. Carper.

At the Delaware State
Chamber- of Commerce
breakfast tn January, Gov.
Carper joked to breakfast
joked about the controversy
involving President Clinton
and White House intern Mon-
ica Lewinsky.

“My stafl had asked me as’
a. joke whether 1 would be
interviewing interns with a
lawyer,” Gov. Carper sald ear-
Hler this week. “it was Just a
Joke.™ .

The governor said he was
not trying to distance himseif
from the president,

Gov.. Carper's jokes came
the day after the president
gave the State of the Union
address.

Expec__t to
get wet

The president will likely be

and showers when he arr ves
in Dover today. :

The weekend weather,
beginning today, Is expected
.to be cloudy, -with showers
Tkely ‘throughout the period.

upper 60s.

3

_clinton’s Public Address

M President Clinton wilt address ihe public
from the south side of Ledistative Hall. The
py blsc miay gather along William Penn Streel.

Motorists should
be advised there
will be rpad
tlosings argund
Legislative Hall.
All of William
“Penn Street and
parls of Court
Street will be
closed all day. -

: _ Staff graphic/

Linda Lee
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First State frequent
stop for presidents,

research reveals
NI S-9-28

By NANCY CHARRON -
Daver Bureau chief '

President Clinton is the first
president to address a joint meet-
g of .the Delclwaw General As-
sembly. :

But he's just one in a ldng line

of sitting presidents to visit the
IFirst State, starting with the
nation’s{irst president, Geovge
Washington,

The Clinton visit sparked a
major research effort by the state’s
Public Archives and Legislative
Council to give some pcr'spcutivc
to the oceasion,

Researchers found that i 1789,
President-elect  Washington
stopped in Wilmington on his way
to the first presidential inauguen-
tion i New York. He visited at
least 12 more times, the'last on
Pec. 15, 1798, a year belore his
death.

President John Adams and his

wile visited Wilminglon in 1801,
and President, Audrew Jackson
docked at New Castle on the
Steamboat-Ohio twice in 1833,
Northern Delaware was a popu-
Far stopover {or presidents travel-
mg along the Bast Coast by traim,
President Jumes K. Polk visited
in 1847, as did President Millard
FFillmore and his Cabinet in” 1851
IFranklin Pievce passed through in
1856, ‘ ,
In 1848, Abraham Lincoln made
(l specch in Delawareswhile a mem-
Ler of Congress. Alter his assassi-
nation in 1865, his Mineral train
passed through thnnn;,(nn Presi-

dent Andrew Johinson visited the -

stabe in 1866,

The most claborate reception
apparently was accorded Presi-
dent Ulysses 8. Grant in 1873,
when the General Assembly ad-
journed Lo go to Wilmingion o
meet him,

In 1923, Presudent Warren (4
Hardimg and his wile visited dur-
ing a tour that euded in his death
in San Franeisco.

President Franklin D, Roosevelt
drew large crowds through the
19305, nccording to the resenrchers,
and his visits were followed by ones
from Harry 8. Truman, Dwight 1.

-

5

P:esm:lent Clmton s schedule
at Legt,stahve Hall

Noon -~ Gale opens at
Waler‘Street and Leglslauve Av-
enue near soulh enlrance ol
Legnsl:la ive Hall for people who

want to see

3 the presi-
| dent.
12:30
p.m. — Clin-
y ton’s  ad-
§ dress in the
" Senate-

chamber to
a joint ses-
sion of the
General As-
sembly,
which will be
broadcast to

l the public
outsi'de the hall.

Alter the address, the presi-
dent; will greet the public at the
south side of Legislative Hall
“along William Penn Street.

{

President Cfi;nton
i

{

%

I .
lisenhowar, John 12 Kennedy and
Lyndaon B Johnson. .

Infrecent years. President

George Bush visited three times,
Taday marks Clinton's fourth visit,

sofwho didi’t stop by i recent.
yeurs? Neither Ronald Reagan nor
Goerald ord visited Delawaye
\Vhill% they were president.
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By Tom Eldred
S-8-7¢

Staff writer

DOVER — Another star has been added

to the entourage of officials coming with
President Bill Clinton to Dover today.

According to the White House. Delense
Secretary William Cohen will join the
chief executive and Sccretary of Educa-
tion Richard W. Riley on the trip.

"At the request of the president, Sec-
retary Cohen will be traveling with Mr.
Clinton to Dover.” White' House spokes-
woman Julie Payne said. "He will be
attending the president’s address to the
state legislature.”

Ms. Payne stressed President Clinton's
visit will focus entirely on education pri-
orities. However. Gov. Thomas R. Carp-
er said he plans to find time to remind
Secretary Cohen of the extreme impor-
tance of maintaining Dover Air Force Base
as a strategic military facility.

“It's so modern and efficient.” Gov.
Carper ‘said. "It would be the last base
the Pentagon would think of closing. |

)efense secretary wi

will have when Presi-
dent Clinton speaks to
personnel at the base
later in the day.-

Ms. Pavne said the
delense sccretary  is
also scheduled to
speak.

But the Dcpartment
of Defense said the
president is the only
scheduled speaker.

“"We don’'t have (Sce-
‘retary Cohen) down for
any remarks at the base.” said Army Col.
Edwin F. Veiga. a Department of Defense
spokesman. "He will be traveling with the
president. at the president’s request. and
he might introduce him at the base. There
are no plans to address personnel. The
president is doing all the speaking.”

Ms. Payne offered a different version.
“We have him speaking at the base.” she
said.

Secretary Cohen was asked. Ms. Payne
said. to lend support to the president's

William
Cohen

eral months ago that he -
wants the schools on
our -military bases
upgraded to meet the
standards proposed for
all public schools.” Ms.
Payne said.

Maj. Kirk E. Faryvni-
asz., a spokesman at the
Dover facility., said
there are three schools
- two elementary
schools and a middle
school — on base prop- :
erty to serve Air Force families. All three
facilities are administered by Caesar Rod-
ney School District.

Although Maj. Farynaisz did not have
a listing for the total number of students
being schooled at the base. he said the
Air Force spends millions of dollars annu-
ally for operating the schools, as well as
for children from military families who
attend high school olf-base. .

“For school year 1996-97. the base con-
tributed $7,142,032 through June 1997

mhard W. '
Riley

will express those views (0 Sécréiary message onTeducation—initiatives—which— to-the-Caesar -Rodney district.” he_said.

Cohen.”

There was some confusion Thursday
between the White House and Pentagon
as to exactly what role Secretary Cohen

she said include proposals for improv-
ing schools on military bases for chil-
dren of military personnel.

“The president made a statement sev-

In addition. 830.136 went to Capital
School District.

Congressman Michael N. Castle, R-Del.,
is atlending the presidential visit, He

| be with president

-echoed Gov. Carper's sentiments about

the Dover base. cspecially in light of
recent word fromm Washington the Air
Force may consider eliminating some
bases in favor a consolidated group of
“superbases.”

"l believe that Secretary Cohen's visit
to Dover Air Force Base will be to rec-
ognize and pay ‘tribute to the personnetl
that serve the Air Force's only base for
C-3 airlift aircraft on the East Coast.”
Rep. Castle said. "He also will bring atten-
tion to the fact that Dover is a valuable
staging ground for airlift operations to
the Middle East and Europe. Quite
frankly, our worldwide military réach
could not succeed without Dover Air
Force Base.” . .

Gov. Carper said he’s delighted the two
cabinet officials are accompanying the
president to Dover. He called Secretary

Cohen a “credit to both political parties”. -

and referred to Secretary Riley as a “won-

derful. decent human being.” deeply com-
mitted to improving American education.
“You will see Dick Riley's lips move

—when_the_president_speaks.” the gover-

nor said.

Tomn Eldred can be reached at

741-8212 or at
teledred@newszap.com.
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Select group will meet
privately with Clinton

By Ashley Gray 95 "/%/
Staff writer f,:/"%}(

LEWES — A handlul of peo-
ple will meet Prestdent Bl Clin-
ton during an ntimate, private
gathering today while he visits
Dover.

The gathertng will e about 20
minutes long, and held i Gov
Thomas R. Carper's legislative
hall office just before the Prest-
cdent addresses a Joint session
ol the General Assembly, said
press sceretary Andy Lippstone.

“Beeause (his] speech revolves
around education, we though 1t
was appropriate fo invite some
of the state’s major players In
cducation for a bricf, ‘informal
event,” Mr. Lippstonce sald.

A list of those fnvited wasn't
available beeausce of sceurity rea-
sons, but at lcast onc person
attending will be Cape Henlopen
School District Superinfendent
Sucllen Skeen. Others wilt be
business people involved In edu-
cation reform, administrators
and top schiool board olliclals.

Dr. Skeen was invited to rep-
resent the Chiel School Officers
Assoclation, of which she s
president.

“I'm looldng forward to 1t D
Skeen sabd, “P've never mcot one
of our presidents before.”

While Seerctary ol Fducatlon

Dr. Iris T Metts mentioned to
Dr. Skeen that she may be invit-
cd, her attendance wasn't con-
firened  nntil Wednesday,  after
security clearance and such. "Il
try to helinve myself and act Hke
[ kiow what Prndoing,” she sald.
Taughing.

Dehuar School District Super-
intendent George E. Stone met
President Clinton only two years
agio on his turf in Washington,
.C, "My school was a blue rib-
bon school of execllence when |
was principal of Scaford Middle
School, so we were invited..to a
reception and we all got to meet
hin P'm onot one to be impressed
by power. mine or anybody's
clse's, but there is definltely an
aura to the president and being
at the White House,” he sald.

Milford Supcrintendent
Robert D, Smith HI haso't ever
niet Bl Chnton,  but  he's
brushed shoulders with other
heads of state.

When  he was  In college,
around 1970, he got to meet the
37th president.

"1 met {(Richard) Nixon in
Washinglon at a dance for his
danghter, Trisha,” he satd, “That
was sorl of neat.”

Ashley Gray can be
reached at 644-6323 or at
ashgray@rnewszap.com.

Who won't be there

today's speech:

Representatives

Nine representatives and onc senator will not be attending

® Al O. Plant Sr., D-Wilminglon

&8 Arthur L. Scott, D-Wilmington,
& David D. Brady, D-Claymont

B Bruce C. Reynolds., R-Bear

m Jelfrey G. Mack, R-New Castle
& Joseph R. Petrilli, R-Newark

® Willam A. Oberle Jr.. R-Newark
& Richard F. David, R-Newark

= Clifford G. "Biff” Lee. R-Laurel .

Senate
& Colin R.J. Bonini, R-Dover

, DCR will have presidential coverage

Watch Monday for a presidential edition of the Delaware
Capitol Review. The publication, whicli is normally ‘mailed on
Friday. will be delayed until Monday to provide the readers
with coverage of Presldent Clinton's (rip to Dover.




Weé weathea-
welcomes

president

By Tom Eldred .S M
Sta!’f writer ‘7‘ 77

DOVER — Gray skies turned darker and
a hard rain drenched Dover Air Force Base
Friday as President -Bill Clinton stepped
off Air Force One at the base

It was 12:03 p.m.

The president was met by a small group
of dignitaries. including Gov. Thomas R.

Carper. Lt. Gov. Ruth Ann Minner, Dover ~
Mayor James L. Hutchison and base com--

mander Col. Felix M. Grieder.

The rain continued.

“Where are the umbrellas, where are the
umbréllas?” a security officer yelled sec-
onds before the chief executive began to
descend the movable exit steps wheeled
up to the legendary aircraft.”

'~ Two large umbrellas were rushed out.

One for the governor and Lt. Gov, Min-
ner. Another for Mayor Hutchison.
President Clinton, bareheaded, seemed
not to notice the pelting rain. Without an’
umbrella, he moved down the row of wait-
ing "officials. He chatted briefly, shook
hands, and then was ushered into one of

‘the waiting presidential limousines for the

motorcade intc Dover and Legislative Hall.

- = e e e Nearby, -on- a -flzthed -truck.-local..pho- _cl€a )
~ permitted to leave the base uritil after the

tographers and writers recorded every wet
moment. The national press and White
House photographers, with higher securi-
ty clearance, moved closer. The rain was
still pouring down. They were drenched
too.

Base secunty personnel hours earlier.
had moved the press corps through var-
ious debriefings on the president's visit.
Strict rules to f{ollow. Those receiving

-

PresidentClinton arrives into the ré_in atDover Air Force Base.

clearances in the morning would not be
president delivered his address in Hangar
706 around 3 p.m.

Final security "sweeps” were conducted
by Secret Servicemen. The agents, dressed
in ubiquitous black or tan trench coats.
each sported a small, gold-colored lapel
pin. They also wore a small microphones
— always in the right ear.

Much later in the alternoon. with Pres-

Staff photo/Linda Laird

ident Clinton safely on his way back to

— thé "WHhité "House, the extrd security “mea-

sures vanished. News reporters were
escorted back to their vehicles by profi-
cient base public affairs officers. They
scattered to file their stories.
The president of the United States had
come to Dover.
Tom Eldred can be reached at
741-8212 or at
teldred@newszap.com.



mailto:teldred@newszap.com

Wet
‘weather

| welcomes
| president

By Tom Eldred DSV
Staff writer 47/ 2.-9§

" DOVER — Gray skies’

turned darKer and a hard
rain drenched Dover Air
Force Base Friday. as Presi-
dent -Bill Clinton stepped off
Air Force.One at-the base.

It was 12:03 p.m.

The nresident was met by
a smalt group of dignitaries,
including Gov. Thomas R.

Carper. Lt. Gov. Ruth Ann

Minner, Dover Mayor James
L. Hutchison and basc com-
mander Col, Fellx M.
Grieder. = .

The rain continued. .

“Where are the umbrellas,
where are the umbrellas?” a
securily officer yelled sec-
onds before the chief exec-
utive began to descend the

movable exit steps wheeled

up to the legendary aireraft.

Two large umbrellas were
rushed oul. One for the gov-
ernor and Lt. Gov. Minner,
Another for Mayor Hutchi-
son. '

President Clinion, - bare-

headed, .seemed not to
notice the pelting rain. With-
out an umbrella, he moved
down the row of waiting offi-
cials.”
Tom Eldred can be
reached at 741-8212 or
at teldred@newszap.com.
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Storm doesn’t dampen

By Delarita C. Ford
Staff writer ‘95‘} é,y_?g

DOVER — Some people
walked and stood for hours o
the rain. Somwe people looked
through binoculars, Some peo-
ple stood on the curb with a
crowd behind them, but no one
saw the president.

Some . bover  High  School
ninth-graders who were excused
from scheol for the event walked
through a downpour of rain, got

their clothes and hair messed
"up, only o be disappointed.

Stef Phillips and  Sharuetta

Scolt said they could not belicve .

how niany students left schicol:
to sec the president.

“It's supposcd to be about l!!a
Sharnetta sald.

1 thought he would lmvc conic
out here and wave. That is the
least thing he could do.” said
Feather Baustert.

“We wanted to sce him aand
see what.he was going to say to
us,” sald Julienn Jake. She and
her friends. Cornelia Patten and
Tallisha Brittingham, said (hey

“appreetfated the president com-

ing Lo Dover to speak on edu-
catlun but could not believe they
did't get to see him.

Christic Brittingham, a Dover .
High secnior, said.she was con-
tent walching his publie address
on a lelevision monitor dis-
played outdoors in a truek.-She
was pleased President Clinton
deall with building renovations
hecause Dover . High School is
undergoing a renovation
process.

“This s amazing I would
have been even more amazing if
I could hiave seen him, but it
was well worth it Tl remember:
it as a tme 1| almost saw Bill
Clinton.” Christic -said. "1 liked
the fact that he aclually eame
dowi here to Dover tr, ying to bet-
ter our school system;”

Among the spectators werc

scveral groups of school-age
children who walted about 1%
hours, only to have their hopes
to see President Clinton washed
away by the downpour, !
“We wrote to him about the
cuvironmient  and  he  wrote
back.” said Kcely Webber, a West
Dover Elementary School third-
grader. “We wanted to see hin.”
Michelle Ross, aWest Dover El-
cmentary  School third-grade
teacher, said tlic experience was
a wet one, and she had hoped

1/

the crowd’ s spirits

. Lhc childrt.n would have had. Lhe

chance to see the president.

“I would have liked them to |
have had the opportunity to scc
_the president. When we came

here, we thought 1t was going o
be a public appearance,” said
the .teachcr, who brought 26 stu-
dents. it would have been a re-
warding prcnux(.c slnee lh(y

" wrote to himn”

Charles and Holly Johnson,
.who have lived in Dover for
about 15 years, said they came
oul in the rain twice in one day
to'see the president and went
through (wo raincoais and pairs
of boots. cach.

“This is an opportunity to see
him,” sald- Mr. Johnson, adding
that Dover isa small state and
he was delighted to have Presi-
‘dent Chinton visiting so he could
have the chanee to sce who was
running things.

Ella Wynn was prepared with
her binoculars and walted for
the president to come outdoors.

"I am trying to sec the presi-
dent when he comes out. if he
conies oul that door, | will.” Ms.

Wynn sald as she looked through

her binoculars.
Tracce Brogden stood beside

her and watched people come i -

cand out, of the doors, but not
the president.

1 have necver scen the presi-
dent before and 1 have always

< wanted to sce Bill Clinton,” Ms.

Brogdén -said.

Myra McDermotl brought her
five-ycar-old daughter, Mariah,
to sce the presideqit, and had a
nice position i Iront of the
crowd, Mrs. McDermott said she
never thought theéy would be in
the front row.

“This is a momeni in history
for a five-year-old. She will ap-
preciate this in the future,” Mrs.
Mebermolt said.

Kathleen Johnson, who

walked | briskly m high-hecled.

shoes. followed the crowd where
she thought they could get a look
al the president as he cxited a

side door. She said she dressed

wp for the prestdential visit aud
hoped to sce the president.

"I want to be fixed up and

Jlooking halfway right when 1 see

the president,” Mrs. Johnson
said.

Delarita C. Ford can be

reached at 741-8233 or at

rita@newszap.com. ‘-
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Hopes of meeting Clinton soaked ®

The News JmmaVGAﬂY EMEIGH
Vicki Mc('s:anahan, son Joshua, 3, and Debra May {(with ﬂag), all of Dover. wait at Legisiative Hall Fri-
day to see President Clinton. The weather forced a change in plans, and the crowd iefi disappointed. -

iz

Supporters, detractors, students
ngng outside don’t see president

-#8
By BOBEBT MOORE
Sta¥ 1epottar

DOVER — Hundreds of
Delawareans who gathered outside
Legislative Hall to catch a glimpse
of President Clinton had their
hopes doused Friday when heavy
rainfall led to a last-minute change
in plans by the White House.

Some, such as

OUTSIDE Harold and Anna

Darlington  of
LEG HALL Felton,  were
miffed that con-
tingency plans
had not been made for the pubhc

“Knowing how sociable the
president is, there should have
been a chance for the people to
greet him, to show their vespect,”
Anna Darlington said. “We atleast

" wanted to hear what he had to say”

“We waited two hours in the
rain for the official car to come
around and we never suw it,” said
her husband, Harold.

Mary Dailey of Dover and
Janet Willinmns of Wyoming said
they were both “good Democrts)”
but they, tuo, were disappointed,

But Dailey said she wasn’t
angry. “The rain changed every-
thing. They have to do what the Se-
cret Service tells them to do and [
understand.”

" Gov. Carper's chief of staff, Jef-
frey Bullock, said the Secret Ser-
vice told state officials Clinton
would not greet those who turned
up on Legislative Mall. He said the
Secret Service also decided not to
use a public-address system to
allow the 200, hardy souls who

. withstood the noontime downpour

to hear the president.

“The governor obviously re-
grets that a lot of people — espe-
cially a lot of school-age children
— who were looking forward to
seeing the president were not able
to," Builock said.

The governor's office had con-
sidered setting up an outdoor tent
to accommodate the people who
might turn out. “That was not very
real istic given the crowd we antici
pated,” Bullock said. “A bubble
that would encapsule the mty of
Dover was not a practical idea.”

So the Clinton supporters, de-
tractors and the just plain curious

huddied beneath trees and umlnel-
Tas on Legislative Mall for two and
a half huaes as Clinten talked to
Delaware Juwmakers about public
education.

Among them was a group of 26
West Dover Elementary School
third-graders who had been invited
by Carper’s stafl to he inside
Legislative Hall when Clinton ar-
rived. They were still waiting with
the approximately 200 others behind
police barricades on Luegislative Av-
enue well after Clinton's arrival,

Parvents and teachers were not
happy with the cireumstances, but
the students didn’t seem to mind
the sudden downpour:

“IMy mom was so excited,” suid
Ashley Sthelton, 8, of Dover, “She
wanted to come but she said she
didi't want to stand in the rain, Su
she watched it on TV

The West Dover Blementmry
class wrote a letter to Clinton
telling him ubout the huportance
of the environment. Clinton wrote
back last month, From that came
the invitation to Friday's evont.

Harold and Margaret Whit-
field, who retired to Dover from
New York City in April, didn’t plan
to stop at Legislative Hall untii the
last minute. “We were riding by
when we saw that the crowd wasn’t
big at all. We said, ‘We can handie
this,” So we stopped.”

Korean War veteran Donald G.
Gis traveled from his Claymont-
avea home hoping Clinton would
get a glimpse of a placard he held
criticizing the president for his
support of the United Nations and
crmcmng Clinton’s foreign policy.

“Wars are about money and M.
Clinton is being manipulated by
the big-money people.”

Eleven-year-old Laspencer
Saunders had his own message for
the president about schools.

“I wanted to ask him to see that
we got better food and fix up our

Clunchroom,” the William Henry

Middle School student said.
Laspencer’s mother, Tonia,
brought him and his three broth-
erg and sisters to Legislative Mall
hoping to get as close as they
could. ¥1 think it’s important that
they see him. He shows me when-

“ever he speaks that he cares-a

great deal nbout children.”
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‘Robert J. Voshell,

" the United States.”

A momentous

gccasion in

the milliﬁl

By D.L. Bonar

q;‘?g
Stalt writer

DOVER — At precisely 12:38
p.m., history began unfolding in

" Delaware Senate chambers.

President Willlam  Jefferson

|

i

: . i
With educatlon as the pri-
mary topic, many lawmakers

- chose to bring children as their

.

mal‘l‘ty.
R

Clinton became the [irst sitting , # The. speech was'written, the’

president in the history of Dela-

ware to address.a joint session

fatitudes were given and the-

president keyed“in on his wcll

of the Delaware General Assemn- :pubnclzcd lssues

bly. .

- Even a heavy ratn could not
douse the spirits of legislators
and vartous officfals, who walt-
ed in Senate chambers for up

to two hours as the. president §
~and his entourage landed at

Dover Air Force Base, then trav--
cled by motorcade {o Leglslative
Hall. !

The. breéidexlt -— who stopped -

momentarily at the entrance to
the main chamber — was escort:
ed by President Pro Tem"Sen:
Thomas..B. Sharp, D-Wiiming-
ton; House Speaker Terry R.:
Spence, -R-New' Castle; Sen.
D-Miliord:
and House Minorily .Leader,
Wayne A. Smith, R-Wilminglon.

. “Madame President {referring - .
to L. Gov. Ruth-Ann Minner,

who was presiding over the joint .
session}, ‘the President of the
Unlted States.”
Schwatka, the 78 year-old
sergeant-at-arms for the Senate.
and the applause began. -

ident Clinton to walk the 70 or
s0 feet from the door to the front
of the chamber. Looking thinner.-

than some thought, the prest-

dent stopped along the way 10
shake hands with legislators
and guests, even [ taking a

moument o mgmgmph a straw |

hasket offered by Rep. Georgé
Robert Quillen, ‘R-Harrington,-d
long-time member of the chse
of Representatives.

“For the first time In our 21 1'
years, we have a visit for a jmnt
session from the pr{,sident of
Scu. Sharp
‘;dl(l in his introduction.

From that point on, it was for- )

sald Clarence .

& .
. Afterwar’d Sen. Sharp — who

1s known for his wit and tongue
&f the same name — was over-
ﬁrhelmcd .

met a presldcnt
satd,

With hands which were still

ringing wet, not from rain but"

from rervousness, he said hé
had met the president at Dover
.Alr Force Base and taken a

‘towel to help dry the back of-
1hlS -suit.
-drenched by rain after exiting

The :president was

JAir Force One.

Sharp sald. "I thought, ‘Geez,
here I am drying off the back
of the prcsidem of the United
States.” 1 am very, very proud
of our state and more lhm a

o little nervous.’
1t took seven minules for. Prcs— -

[

. ‘Other ‘members of "the

welcoming team had  similar -

comments. It was clear escort-

ing the chief exeeutive of the.

United States, was an- emo-
tional experience.

“1 thought, "Here | am getting
ready to retirc and [ get to
escort the president into the
Senate,’ " sald Sen.- Voshell.
. The Democratle majority leader
'said he had never had such a
feeling in his life and admitted
to having his heart rate elevat-
ed to a higher than normal
Tevel.

P2

"I‘hls ls tile ﬂrst time I ever;
Sen. Sharp.

“m Just a litle guy” Sen.’

guest, . .

"1 still don't believe I gol to
shake his hand,” said 10-year-
old Paul Amick, son .of Sen.
Steven H.' Amick, ‘R-Newark.
The youngster was' quick to
show off. the autograph the
president” gave him. which

.read, “To Paul, best wishes, Bill
" Clinton.”

Another of the youngsters
kept the whole lhijlg in " per-'

- spective.

“1 thought 1t was’ good he
talked about - ‘zcho:ols satd
Derick Wilkins, son of David
Wilkins, the Repuhl‘ic'an assis-
tant to the Senate. |

The Dover boy had Bécn invit-
ed as the guest of Scn Dorin-
da Connor. R- Ncwark

"I was good (o sce him talk
about improving schoals' Der-
ick sald. “The music room at
my school Is cold.”

After a quick lunch wlth Gov.
Carper and his close assocl-
ates, President Cllnton posed
for staff phatographs and head-
ed down the sieps {0’ the base-
ment of Legislative jHall.

Walking out 'the cellar door
to the walting lmousine, he.
grabbed a cup of coffee placed
on the roof of lhe car by a
Secret  Service agcm He
climbed into the back seat with
Gov. Carper aid Secrctary of
Defense Willlam Cohen

The black Cadll]ap pulled out
of the parking area and head-
ed cast on Court Street away
from Legislative Ha!ll.

At 2:47 p.m., history had
bcen made. !

D.L. Bonar can be
reached at 741-8228 or at
daverpa@newszap.com.
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_ ThePresident in Delawar

The News Joumal/GARY EMEIGH

President Clinton is greeted by Sen. Richard A. Hauge, R-Windy Bush, as he enters Legislative Hall on Friday to address a joint session of the General Assembly.
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~ Clinton plugs education

M The presldem visited Delaware

By TODD SPANGLER

Associated Press Writer

DOVER, Del. — President
Clinton gave Gov. Thomas
Carper’s stalled education
reforms a boost yesterday
when be urged the Dela-
ware legislature to embrace
school accountability pro-
posals and reduce class
S1Ze8. )

“If we are going o pre-
pare our children for the
21st century, we cannot do
it unless we can say with a
straight face we're giving

-yesterday, urging the state legislature to
~ embrace school accountability proposals.

them the best education,”
said Clinton, the first sitting
president to ever address a
joint session ‘of the Dela-
ware General Assembly.
Clinton praised the state’s .

cducation reform efforts to
date, suggesting that school
districts across the nation
shiould have achicvement
tests that gauge success
against local and national
standards Yike those being
used for the first time t!us
week in Delaware.

The president added that

“Delaware can serve as a

meodel for education reform

. A

because of its ¢fforts to
implement charter schools
and school choice, alfowing
parents and students lo
attend any public school in
the state they wish.
Although the. president
plugped bis nationwide
cflorts — including his leg-

distation 1o hire 100,000 new

teachers to lower class sizes
— he noted that school
standards and accountabili-
ty systems remain the
domain of local and sla(c
govermuents.

He recommended that any
accountability system in-
clude ‘Lonscqucmcs, both

positive and negative.”

©“I urge you to have a
long, vigorous debate,”
Clinton told lawmakers.

“Nobody wnH take your sys-’

tem scriously unless there
are conscquences.”

Carper is|pushing legisla-
tion that would hold back
students who fail to meet

. reading levels tested in

grades 3, 5, 8 and 10. His

. proposal would also allow

for schools where test
scores remain poor, year
after year, o be. put under
the contro} of better per-
forming scliools districts.
The goveruor’s class size

proposal would provide for.

one teacl et for every 135
students in kindergarten
througl: ‘;,radc three.
Currently, the slate pays for
one teacher for every 19
students in 'those grades.

AP Photo
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Clinton
praises
education

INnitiatives
By Todd Spangler
Associated Press ~

DOVER — President Bill Clin-
ton gave Gov. Thomas R. Carp-

er's stalled education reforms a.

boost Friday when he urged the
Delaware legislature to embrace

-school accountability proposals

and reduce class sizes.
“If we are going to prepare our

children for the 21st century. we

cannot do it unless we can say
with a straight face we're giving
them the best education,” said
President Clinton, the first sitting
president to ever address a joint
session of the Delaware General
Assembly.

President Clinton praised the
state’s education reform efforts
to date, suggesting that school
districts across the nation should
have achievernent tests that gauge
success against local and nation-
al standards like those being
used for the first time this week
in Delaware.

The president said -Delaware
can serve as a model for educa-
tion reform because of its eflorts
to implement charter schools and
school choice, allowing parents
and students to attend any pub-
e 'school in the state they wish.

Although the president plugged
his nationwide efforts — includ-
ing his legislation to hire 100,000
new teachers to lower class sizes

PresidentClinton addressesthe gathering at Legistative Hall on Friday.

— he noted that school standards
and accountability systems
remain the domain of local and
state governments.

He recommended that any ac-

countability system include “con-
seque’nces, both positive and neg-
ative.”

“I urge you to have a long, vig-
orous debate,” President Clinton
told lawmakers. “Nobody will

-take your system seriously un-

less there are consequences.”
Gov. Carper is pushing legisla-

tion that would hold back stu-

dents who fail to meet reading

levels tested in grades 3, 5. 8
and 10. His proposal would also

allow " for schools where test.

scores remain poor. year after
year, to be put under the control
of better performing schools dis-
tricts. P

The governor's class size pro-
posal would provide for one
teacher for every 15 students in
kindergarten through grade
three. Currently, the state pays
for one teacher for every 19 stu-
dents in those grades.

“l can assure you, the rest of
us will be watching,” President

Clinton said of the debate over

education reform in Delaware.

Following - the presidents 45-
minute-long speech, Gov. Carper
was ebullient over President Clin-
ton's praise of Delaware and its
successful efforts in Head Start
programs and othér' education
reforms.

“Actually, it was an embarrass-
ment of riches.” said Gov. Carp-
er. :
The debate over his educatlon
proposals has already narrowed,
he said.

“The president's very positive

Staff photo/John King

remarks only serve to further -
narrow ' the differences.” Gov.
Carper said. : )

State Education” Secretary Iris
Metts said she is.sure, given the
president’s remarks, a version of
both proposals will pass the Gen-
eral Assembly by its adjoummem
June 30.

“It was,” said Senate Presidem
Pro Tem Thoras B. Sharp, hold-
ing a reception in his office as
President Clinton had his photo
taken with staffers inside the
Senate Chamnber. “right on tar-

get”
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THE WHITE HOUSE
- Office of the Press Secretary
(Dover, Delaware)

For Immediate Release ‘ A May &, 1998
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
v TO THE DELAWARE STATE LEGISLATURE

: Senate Chambers
' ‘ Dover, Delaware

12:50 P.M. EDT

. THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Governor. 1 took good notes -- no children on a child care
- waiting list, all poor four-year-olds in Head Start, every classroom wired. T'll be saying that
now every time I go to another city or another state - I'll be saymg, if Delaware can do it, why

can't you. And I thank you. (Applause.)

I want to thank the Governor, and Senator Sharp, Speaker Spence, Lt. Governor Minner, the
' members of the legislature, the judiciary, the state officials who are here; former governors
 Peterson and Tribbitt, and other distinguished citizens of this state; Mr. Mayor. \I'm delighted
to be joined today by the Secretary of Defense, who is going with me to Dover fi%ir Base when
we finish here to thank our airmen and women there for their distinguished service, and who
has also been a leader in education, because the Department of Defense-run schci)ols all over the
world for American children -- by our wonderful Secretary of Education, Dick Riley; by
Mickey Ibarra, the Director of our Office of Inter-governmental Affaxrs and others. We are all
delighted to be here.

And I'd like to say a special word of appreciation to Congressman Castle for coming up here
with me. He's an old friend of mine. We worked together on welfare reform more than a
decade ago now. I have been trying to decide, when Mike and Tom changed jobs, which one
really got the promotion. (Laughter and applause.)

I am delighted to be the first President ever to speak here. The others did not know what they
were missing. (Applause.) I love your Capitol Building. I like the feel of your legislature. I
like the size of your legislature. (Laughter.) I wonder if it would take a constitutional
amendment to reduce Congress to this size. (Laughter.) It's a wonderful idea.

And I like the fact that the first state in the nation 1s leading in doing the nation's first business
of educating our children. I've come here to talk about that work, why it is -- inl the states and
in many communities around the country, and must be in Washington the work [of both
Republicans and Democrats -- why it must be a national crusade to give our children the
world's best education.

We have a history of putting nation above party when the nation's security and mture are at
“issue. We did it for 50 years, which is why the Cold War turned out the way it d1d The
tradition was deeply honored by Secretary Cohen, who left a distinguished careler in the United

States Senate as a Republican Senator from Maine to join our administration, and he

10f10 . 05/11/98 10:02:04



20f 10

is performing well for the American people as Secretary of Defense.

It is a tradition embodied by your Senators, Bill Roth and Joe Biden, who led the recent -
stunningly successful effort to expand NATO to include Hungary, Poland and the Czech '
Republic. And you should be very proud of both of them. (Applause.)

And T have seen it, having had the opportunity to work for years now with Mike Castle and
Tom Carper when they were in those jobs in succession, on welfare reform, on child care,
on the education of our children. And you can be very proud of both of them.

And Delaware, maybe because it's a small state and maybe because I came from a small
state and was often ridiculed for it in national politics -- my experience is that maybe
because we're smaller, people learn to treat each other as people. They learn to listen to
people on opposite sides of the aisle. They learn that they don't have all the answers and that
everybody's got a valuable perspective and that in the end, we all have to get together and
do something that moves our country or our state or our community forward. And for all of
that, I am very grateful to the State of Delaware.

Thomas Jefferson once said of your state that, "Delaware is like a diamond; small, but
having within it inherent value." If he were today, here, giving this speech, he might say,
being as he was a modern thinker, Delaware is like a silicon chip -- (laughter) -- small, but
having within it enormous inherent value; namely, the power to shape the future.

You have always looked to the future, from the time you did become the first state to ratify
the Constitution. It was the beginning of many firsts: Delaware was the first state to produce
a transatlantic iron steamship. Then there was the first commercial telephone call between
an airplane and a moving car, 100 years later. Some of us would probably like it if
telephone calls on airplanes and cars were not possible. (Laughter.) All the way to the
remarkable innovations now being dreamed up in the Dupont Labs.

All of this is dramatically changing the world. The Chairman of the Federal Reserve, Alan
Greenspan, came by the White House for one of our periodic meetings a few days ago, and
we were talking about this incredible economy. And he said, you know, we really are living
in an economy of ideas. He said, there is a measure of a nation's output in wealth compared
to its physical output, the literal physical density of all the goods that are produced. He said,
the measure is more skewed now than ever before. There is hardly any increase in the mass
of what we're producing, but the wealth of what we're producing is exploding. Why?
Because ideas are driving the increase in the wealth of the nation.

Today we learned that our unemployment rate has dropped to 4.3 percent, the lowest since
1970. (Applause.) That is particularly impressive in light of the fact that inflation now is the
lowest in more than 30 years, homeownership is at an all-time high, the welfare rolls are the
lowest in 27 years, the crime rate is the lowest in 24 years.

Our social fabric is mending. We saw that teen pregnancy had had a substantial drop for the
second years in a row, something I know that the Governor has been passionately
committed to. Our leadership in the world is still unrivaled, although we seem sometimes to
be in some doubt about it here at home.

In Delaware your unemployment is all the way down to 3.4 percent. You've had tens of
thousands of new jobs, twice the rate of new business growth as five years ago.

The thing I would like to say about all this is, no one can claim full responsibility for it.

There was not a totally coordinated strategy, but it did not happen by accident. America has

been on the same page, from our strategy in Washington to balance the budget, invest in our

people, and expand trade -- to the entrepreneurs, to the scientists and technicians, to the

teachers in our schools and the people who run our business, and the folks who work in our '
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. factories. We have been on the same page. Good things don't happen by accxdent even

when millions -- even hundreds of millions of people are responsible. :
l

And we must be on the same page when it comes to education. Before I get into what I want
to say about education, I want to make a point I tried to make in the State of the Union. I've
had a lot of people -- people who are primarily political people, good people,/but people
who normally think about things in political terms -- say to me, well, you know, why don't
you just relax and start playing golf three times a week. [ mean, you've got low
unemployment, low inflation, people are suspicious of government, why don‘t -- just don't
do much and everybody will be happy. There is an answer to that. And the answer is that
might be a decent prescription for a static time, but in a dynamic time, where things are
chan ging very rapidly, the fact that things are good in the moment does not guarantee they
will be good five months or five years from now, because they're changing. So you have to
keep working to stay ahead of the curve. And those of us in public life have to work no less
than entrepreneurs do. !

H
S

- If you go to Silicon Valley, you don't see anybody out there sort of laying down on the job

just because the stock prices are high, because they know how dynamic the world is. And
there is a second answer, which is that we still have some very profound challenges that, if
left unmet, will come back to haunt us in the 21st.century. What are they? lican only tell

- you what I think they are. I think, first of all, in. Washington we have.to reform our major

programs of social cohesion -- Social Securlty and Medicare -- for the needs of the 21st

.century and for the reality that the baby boomers are going to retire and when they do, there

will only be about two people working for every one person drawing Social Security. The
present systems are unsustainable.as they are. We have to change them, consistent with our
values and the real facts. A f

i
!

Two, we have to prove that you can grow the economy without destroyingfthe environment.
And we have to convince people in deveIOpmg countrles that they can andito embrace new
technologies to do that. ;

3

. Just a few days ago I was out in California at a low-income/moderate-i mcome housing

development which is cutting by 40 percent the energy usage on low-income housing, using
solar panels that are now those big, heavy things you've seen on the roof, but that look just
like ordinary shingles -- using windows that keep over half the heat in in the wintertime and

. over half the heat out in the summertime and still let more light in, and other basic things

fike that. We have to prove that we can make environmental preservation and economic
growth go hand in hand. . !f

The third thing we've got to do is to bring the spark of enterprise to poor mner—mty
communities and rural communities, including Native American ones that haven't felt it.
The fourth thing we have to do 1s to prove that we can live together as one America in an
increasingly diverse society. The fifth thing we have to do, I would argue is to prove that
we can lead the world after the Cold War in a consistent, firm way toward peace and
prosperity and freedom and democracy. ‘ |

But none of that will matter if we don't save our children. And that's what I want to talk
about today -- only one aspect of it, but in some ways the most important one. And
Delaware, again, is leading the nation. So I may be preaching to the choir, but that's not all
bad. I'll polish the sermon and see if I do better in other places. (Laughter)

The condition of education in America and the importance of it and the 1mpact it's going to
have on all our futures, as well as.all our children, demands action from ’all of us, in
Washington, in state capxtals in communities all across the country. Many of our greatest
challenges don't fall under the authority of Washington, nor should they I have supported
giving states more authority in the area of welfare reform and in many other areas. Secretary
Riley has cut by two-thirds the burden of regulatlons coming out of federal education aid.

!
|
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We started two new programs, Goals 2000 and School-to-Work, without a smg]e new
federal regulation.

The federal government can't do all this. Some of our major challenges don't even fall o
primarily under state government, nor should they. The power and the responsibility of

America to meet the challenges of the 21st century rests with all levels of government and

with all sectors of society. Sometimes more with the private sector; sometimes more with its

most fundamental unit, the American family. And that is as it should be. :

But just because responsibility and power are dispersed doesn't mean that we don't all have
to ask ourselves, what power do we have to have a positive impact; what is our
responsibility? And then we have to move, because a revolution in education will not occur
by accident anymore than the revolution in the American economy has occurred by
accident, even though there will be millions of people working on it and we may not all be
calling each other on the phone every day.

Yesterday I talked to mayors from all over the country, I received their report on what they
think should be done. Their agenda is very much like yours and very much like mine.

I suppose that I've spent more time on education than any other thing in my 20 years and
more in public life now. Nearly 10 years ago, when I was a governor of my state, I stayed
up almost all night down at the University of Virginia at President Bush's Education
Summit, working with Republican governors to write goals for education for the year 2000.
It was clear then, it was clear way back in 1983, when the Nation At Risk report was issued,
and it is certainly clear today, that if we are going to prepare our children for the 21st .
century we cannot hope to do it unless we can say with a straight face, we are giving them
the best education in the world. Not just a few of them, but all of them.

And we can all say, well, we can't be responsible for every teacher, we can't be responsible
for every principal, we can't be responsible for every home, we can't be responsible for
every unmotivated child. That's all true, but we can play the odds. Secretary Cohen runs,
arguably, the most effective organization in the entire United States -- not every soldier, not
every airman, not every Marine, not every sailor is a stunning success, but they've got a
pretty good system. And it didn't happen by acc1dent And we should take that as our
respon51b111ty

It seems to me the keys are high expectations, high standards, and high performance, fueled
by more opportunity, more accountability, and more choice. Secretary Riley and I have
worked at this for more than five years. In one area, we have béen especially successful and
widely supportive across partisan lines and in states and local communities. We've opened
the doors to higher education wider than ever before.

The Balanced Budget Act I signed last year represented the greatest expansion of college
opportunity since the G.1. Bill was passed 50 years ago, with college tuition tax credits,
including the $1500 a year HOPE Scholarship for the first two years of college, education
IR As, expanded Pell Grants, deductibility of interest on student loans, 300,000 more
work-study slots, another 100,000 young people eamning education credits by serving in the
national service program, AmeriCorps, and lifetime learning credits for adults who have to
go back to school.

‘All of these things together mean that any American who is willing to study and work hard

can get an education in college, and that is very important. It will change the face and the
future of America. We learned in the 1990 Census that Americans, younger American

~ workers who were high school dropouts, high school graduates or who had less than two

years of post-high school education, were likely to get jobs where their incomes went down
over time compared to inflation. Those that had at least two years of post-high school o
training were likely to get and keep jobs where their incomes went up. So that was .
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fundamentally important, and we can all be proud of it. And many states have done more to
try to give scholarships and make college more affordable, and that's 1mp0rtant

The Senate just this week -- and I want to comphment them -- passed 91-7 what I have
called "the G.I Bill for Workers --it basically consolidates this incredible tangle of federal
training programs into a skills grant, so that if a person is unemployed or underemployed
and eligible, you just get basically the skills grant and then you decide where to take it.
Since nearly every American lives within driving distance of a community college or some
other very efficient institution, we no longer need the federal government mlcromanagmo
the definition of all these training programs, and we don't need anybody in the way of it.

Now, we have some provision, particularly that the governors wanted who liv]e in rural areas
-- who have lots of people in rural areas that may not have readily available semces but
this is very important. And we've got to resolve the differences now in the House and the
Senate bill and pass it. This is a huge thing. And the Congress can be proud of it and the
country can be proud of it. !

But with all that said and done, 1 don't think there is a person here who Would dispute the
following two statements: We have the best system of higher education in the world. We do
not have the best system of elementary and secondary education in the world! You don't
have to criticize your favorite teacher, you can honor the PTA leaders and thé school board
members -- no one believes it's the best in the world. And until it is, we can tlrest That is
the bottom line. !

The budget that I have presented, which is a balanced budget, has the bi ggest1 commitment
- in history from the federal government to K through 12 education.-But we all know that's
less than 10 percent of the total. Still, I think it's important that the national government
- focus on results, because things don't happen by accident. I think we should focus on high
standards, real accountability, more choice, and, finally, I'd like to say a word about safe
schools, because that is a problem in some parts of our country. ;

First, there's no substitute for standards. I want to compllment Delaware for what you're
doing. This week, 3rd, 5th, 8th and 10th graders all over the state are partlclpatmg in your
new assessment process to see how well they're doing in reading, writing, and math. And
you're going to add other subjects, the Governor told me, in the next couple of years. You
also have done something that may give us a key to how to solve the national issue, which is
that about a quarter of your exam questions are apparently taken from the National
Assessment of Education Progress, which is a national test most states participate in, but by
definition, it's only given to a representative sample of students, not all students I
compliment you on that. I think that is a brilliant reform. 1

And I think it's important that we find a way to have national standards and exams at least in
the basics. It is very important -- Secretary Riley and I were talking on the way out, he was
talking about South Carolina still have quite an old state test. We had some old state tests
when I was Governor of Arkansas. Our kids just knocked the top off of them -- the same
test we'd been giving for years. And then when we took a national test that Was current, we
didn't do so well. So without in any way undermining local control of the schools or the
constitutional responsibility of the states for education, we need to have a set of national

. standards, and an accountability system which tell us all honestly how we're doing.

We're working hard now with an independent nonpartisan board -- the acronym known to
all the education experts in the audience is the NAGB Board. We've got Repub icans and
Democrats on the board and people -- I don't even have any idea what their political
affiliation is -- all of whom are simply committed to educational excellence; And we want to
find ways to coordinate with the states and the state tests to avoid unnecessary costs and
burdens. You may have found a way to do it in Delaware, by having a test that is both

rooted i in your state standards and encompassing national questions. But it' sa very good

|
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start.

‘that may be tougher, is figure out what the accountability system is. Now, a lot of these

The second thing we have to do, and I understand the Governor said you were debating that, 0

questions should definitely be decided by people at the state and the local level. But let me,
first of all, say that no test is worth a flip unless there is some consequences -- not just
negative ones, but positive ones; not just what you do to the students, but what the rest of us
have to do for the education system based on the consequences of the test.

We have to start by demanding accountability from the students, and I strongly believe that
we should end the practice of so-called social promotion everywhere in the country.
(Applause.) For many years there was a current theory in America that, well, it hurt a child's
self-esteem too much to be held back and the child could maybe pick it up next year. And
besides that, children do leam at different paces. That is absolutely true, especially in the
early years, the dramatically different learning patterns of children in the early years.

Then sooner or later, somehow, parents figured out that one reason kids dropped out of
school in the 9th or 10th grade is because the material was going over their heads, it didn't
mean anything to them, so why should they sit around, because they weren't able to do the
work. And then even the kids figured out that being 20 years old and not being able to fill
out an employment application and not being able to even read your high school diploma
was far more destructive of self-esteem than spending another year in some grade along the
way.

Then, school districts began to figure out that they didn't necessarily have to hold people
back if they had proper after-school help and a little help in the summer -- where a lot of
kids having learning problems forget huge chunks of what they learned the year before.

So we're now kind of coming to grips with this. I have often talked about the Chicago
system; it probably had the most widely-condemned school system in the country because 0
they had a strike every year whether they needed it or not, for one thing, and because they

- weren't producing results. Now, the Chicago summer school system -- they've ended social

promotion, you have to go to summer school if you fail the test and you want to go on to the
next grade -- their summer school is the fifth biggest school district in America. The
summer school. They have thousands of children going to school after school so many
hours that thousands of them actually take three hot meals a day in the schools, in an
inner-city environment where they're safe, they're not getting in trouble and nobody's
hurting them. '

Now, if a place that has those kinds of challenges can take them on, everyplace in America
can take them on. I've asked Congress to pass what we call education opportunity zone
legislation, that will basically give extra resources to schools in poor communities if they
will insist on high standards in social promotion, demand performance from students and
teachers, and actually support the kids that are in trouble and give them the extra help they
need. I hope Congress will pass it.

Again, I say, in many ways we're following your lead. And I urge you to have a big,
vigorous debate on this -- what are the consequences of this exam. And I wouldn't presume
to tell you what to do, but I can make two observations based on 20 years of working, and
hours and hours and hours spent in classrooms listening to teachers and watching things .
unfold. ‘

One is, nobody will take your system seriously unless there are consequences. Two is, if

there are consequences, whatever you decide they are, they cannot be exclusively negative

ones, they must also be positive ones, because you have to believe that --in order to believe

in democracy, you have to believe that almost everybody can learn almost everything they

need to know to make this country run right, which means almost everybody in the world - 0
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can succeed in school. And if they're not, it's probably not entirely their fault; So there
should be consequences -- some of them should be negative, but there must be positive ones
as well. And [ wish you well and I can assure you the rest of us are going to lI)e watching.

The next thing I think we have to do is to develop and demand accountability and
performance from teachers, but also support them. I had the great pleasure this week -- or
last week -- of hosting the Teachers of the Year at the White House. And that's one of the
happiest days of the year. You'll never find 50 more upbeat people than the teachers that are
selected Teachers of the Year. And you talk to these people, and you can't imagine that -
there's ever been a problem in American education.

The man who was named National Teacher of the Year is a teacher from Virginia who
teaches history and social studies and who makes his kids role-play. So they play ancient
Athenians and Spartans debating the Greek wars. They play Jefferson and Adams debating
each other about fundamental questions of what the real nation of the Union that we all
belong to 1s. I mean, it was exhilarating,. \

~ Those are the kind of teachers that we wish all our children had all the time. knd I think we
need to do more to reward teachers who strive for excellence. One of the thmgs that we can

do at the national level that I hope you will support, that Tom and Mike's former colleague,
Governor Jim Hunt, has worked his whole career on, is to support the master, teacher
program, the National Board for Professional Teacher Certification. It's a completely
voluntary thing which qualifies teachers based on, number one, their complete academic
preparation for the course they're teaching; and, number two, their success in teaching; and
thirdly, I might add, their ability to help other teachers i improve their teaching skills.

Now, today there are only a few hundred master teachers in America. My balanced budget
contains enough funds to certify 100,000 master teachers. When we get one of these
teachers in every school building in America - every school building in America -- going to
the teachers' lounge, going to the faculty meetings, talking to the principals, 1t will change
the culture of education in America. Every other profession in the country just about has
national board certification. And believe me, this is a good thing that is a worthy
investment. (Applause.)

Finally, let me say, I because that if teachers don't measure up after getting all the support
and help they need, there ought to be a swift process -- fair, but swift; it should not be
endless -- to resolve the matter in a satisfactory way. Because you're not domg anybody any
favors -- no one -- fundamentally, nobody is happy doing something they're not good at:
You can never make me believe anybody is really happy when they know deep down inside
they're not doing the job. So there has to be some system that is perfectly fair to every -
teacher, but doesn't take from now to kingdom come to resolve the matter mla way that
allows the education system to go forward.

Now, I also think as we demand responsibility for results from the schools, we have to give
the tools they need to the students and the teachers. I've said that, and I will say it again, Let
me just mention one or two things. First, smaller class sizes. Children in some classes in
America are in classes that are so big and crowded, there is no way any teacher --Idon't
care how good he or she is -- can deal with all the challenges that are presented -- where
classes are so big where the students are barely known by name to the teacher much less the
particular circumstances of their lives. Given the fact that so many kids have so many
troubles today, it's very, very important. In classrooms like this, teachers are.often forced to
teach to the middle, leaving both the best kids and the most troubled kids behind.

The Department of Education and Secretary Riley today are releasing a report on class size
and learning, basically reaffirming what Hillary and I have long believed. We adopted very
rigorous class sizes for our state 15 years ago. When class sizes go down enough learning
goes up -- that's what the report shows -- especially in the early years. And v(*hen children

i
] 05/11/98 10:02:06

i
|



8 of 10

come from disadvantaged backgrounds, small classes can make an even greater difference.

Let me just give you a few examples from the study. In Tennessee, test scores were

consistently higher among students that were in classes of fewer than 20 students. These "
children kept the edge even when they moved into larger classes in their later years of

schooling. From Wisconsin, North Carolina, and classrooms across the country, other

studies confirmed the same findings.

Governor Carper and many of you here today are trying to reduce class size. I just want to

“encourage you and tell you that I have presented to the Congress a plan to do the same

thing, which would not in any way conflict with what you're doing, but will enable you to
get some funds to support it.

Today, I'm sending legislation to Congress cosponsored by Senators Murray and Kennedy
and Congressman Clay that will make class size reduction a national goal and if enacted,
would help school districts to hire another 100,000 teachers, which is about the number
necessary, properly distributed across the country, to give us average class size of 18 in the
first three grades. (Applause.) -

It would also require the new teachers to pass competency exams to make sure they have the
training and preparation they need. Many states now require this anyway.

. The second thing I'd like to say is Delaware may be the only state now where every -

classroom is wired -- but every classroom should be wired. You remember, I'm sure, a few
years ago, the Vice President and I went to San Francisco and got with a lot of people from
the big computer companies and said that we wanted to try to wire every classroom and

library by the Year 2000. And we are making great headway. We've got more than twice as

~ many classrooms and libraries wired today as we did just three and half years ago when we

did that. We have in the budget now funds to continue this urgent national priority. I hope
that will pass.

But, finally, let me say, believe it or not, we've got an enormous percentage of the school
buildings in this country are ill-equipped to take the wiring because they're so old. We have
cities in this countries with average school buildings -- average school buildings -- over 65
years old and in terrible shape. I was in a small, growing district in Florida the other day
where there were not one, not five, but 17 trailers outside the main school building there for
the kids. ‘

Now, when you come to work here every day in this Capitol it makes you feel good, doesn't
it? It's a beautiful :

building and you've obviously put a lot'of funds into restoring it, and it makes you feel
good. It say you're important -- it matters to be a member of the Delaware legislature. One
of the ways you know without anybody telling you is'you come into this nice building and
it's important. And if grown-ups are affected by their surroundings, children are even more
$0.

What does it say to an inner-city kid from a poor family if they go to a school building
every day and one of the whole floors is closed because for want of repair? What does it say
about how important those children are if every day they walk through the front door and
they look up and see three or four broken windows? What does it say if the blackboard is
only half there because it's been cracked? What about the kids in the crowded school
districts? -

You know, the first year or two, if you show up and there are a lot of house trailers, it's kind
of exciting because it means you've got a growing district and a lot of stuff going on. After .
five or six years, it means things aren't getting better. It's a very different message. And the "
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¢ important thing is not whether the buildings are old or not; it is whether they ; are safe, clean,

light, whether they send the message that this is a place where learning can occur and this is
a place where children are important. !
Now, I think education is a part of the national infrastructure. That's why I Wganted the
federal government to help places who need it. Wire all the classrooms and libraries. And I
have proposed for the first time that we help with the infrastructure needs of school districts
-- again, not in any way that would conflict with what any state or local school district is
doing, but instead to reinforce it.

This budget contains funds that would help us to modernize 5,000 schools and build 1,000
new ones. It would be a very good start on the incredible infrastructure needsjof America's
schools. And for people who say it doesn't matter, just think how you feel when you come
through these doors every day. It does matter, and I hope we can pass it. (Applause.)

!

The third thing I'd like to emphasize very briefly is that we need greater choice in our
schools. We do need more competition. You mentioned the Charter School of Wilmington,
Governor, and other charter schools in your state. When 1 was elected Presxdent in 1992,
there was only one charter school in the entire country -- public schools that tallor their -
programs to meet the needs and demands of their customers -- the students and their parents.
Since then, I've done everything I could to support them.

Today, there are 800 charter schools, 32 of our 50 states authorize them. Just last week in an
overwhelming bipartisan vote, California voted in the legislature to create another 100
charter schools a year in our largest state. That's great, great news -- 100 a year They had
150 cap, I think, on the whole state. They blew off the cap and said, this is working -- and
I've been in.some of them out there, they are working -- we want 100 a year. ‘

Now, my goal is to have 3,000 by the year 2000 in the whole country, and [ have presented
a budget to Congress which would give communities around the country any start—up funds
they need to do this. It's not so easy to do if you've never thought about it and{never done
the work and if you come from a place with limited resources. So I did present some money
in the budget to do that. But I hope you will support that.

Delaware has been at the forefront of the charter school movement. It is a good, good thing
to do, along with having statewide public school choice plans. And I applaud you for yours.

The fourth thing I'd like to talk just a little about is school safety. You know, it's pretty hard
to learn if you feel insecure. One of the main reasons that I supported the school uniform
movement, not as a mandatory thing but when people needed it, was that I thought it would
make our schools safer. And I've been around the country and seen a lot of schools that had
terrible discipline problems. And we're worried about the safety of the kids going to and
from school. And in every case where they had a terrible problem and adopted a uniform
policy, it made a big difference. We want to do more to ensure our children's safety. We
want to make sure that our children are exposed to teachers and team leaders, jnot drug
dealers and gang leaders. (Applause.) i
There are a lot of things we can do. Let me just mention one thing. We are trying in this
budget to give states and communities more funds to support even wider and more
extensive after-school programs, not only because they're important educationally -- which
they are, and that's their primary mission -- but because almost all kids get in trouble after
school lets out and before the folks get home from work. A huge percentage of juvenile
crime is committed between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. And if we can have
extensive after school programs, we can make our children safer and our schools safer. Let
me also --(applause)-- even one hand is good on that. (Laughter and applause l)

Today, the Department of Education is releasing a report which also shows we're doing a
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better job as a country in detecting guns in the schools. That's really good -- that's the good

news. The bad news is there are a lot of guns in the schools -- and other weapons. In 1997,

more than 6,000 students were expelled for bringing firearms to school. But I think that

means we must continue and bear down on this pohcy of zero tolerance for guns in our 0
schools. (Applause.)

And again, it works to prevent problems. The Superintendent of the Alexandria, Virginia,
schools -- which, by the way, is now the most diverse school district in America -- Fairfax
County has kids from 180 different racial and ethnic groups, speaking over 100 native
languages. But because they have a rigorous zero tolerance program, they have cut
suspendable offenses over the past couple of years by more than 40 percent. It works. And
we can have those results all over the country.

But let me say, going back to an issue you're debating, Secretary Riley asked all these
school security experts what they thought we could do as a people, not just the federal
government, to make the schools safer. And they said, interestingly enough, one of the most
important things we could do is to create the smallest p0351b1e classes in the early grades,
because the kids with problems would be found by the teachers. And then the teachers and
the families and the counselors could work together to try to prevent these kids from getting
in trouble in the first place. I thought it was a stunning thing, amazing. (Applause.)

So Delaware is leading the nation, and the nation must follow. And we must, Republicans
and Democrats together, all Americans, make a commitment to a revolution in standards
and accountability, in choice and safety, based on high expectations, accountability, and
performance. It will take all of our commitment to do the job, but the challenge must be met
because America can't become what it ought to be if we don't.

We can do this. This is not rocket science. This is an affair of the mind which most of us can
comprehend. Fundamentally, it is also an affair of the heart. We know -- we know -- that the
best days of this country are still ahead. You may be the oldest state, but you still want to .
have the longest future. And the only way we can do it is with this.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

To comment on this service,
send feedback to the Web Development Team.
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The Mews Jouna¥GARY EMEIGH
President Clinton addresses the General As.
sembly in Legislative Hall on Friday. Behind
him Is Sen. Thomas B. Sharp, D-Pinecrest.

Excerpts from Président Clinlon’s ad-
dress Friday at Legislative Hall;

| fove your Capitol Building. | like the
feel of your Legislature. | like the size of
your Legislature.

[Laughter] ’

1 wonder if it would take a constitutional
amendment 1o reduce Congress 1o thls
size.

[Laughter]

" It's a wonderful idea.
) BES «

And Delaware, maybe because it's a
small state and maybe because | came -
from.a small state and was often.ridiculed
for it in national politics — my experience’
is. that maybe because we're smaller, peo-

ple learn to treat each other as people.
They leamn to listen to people on opposite
sides of the aisle. They learn that they
don't have all the answers and that every-

First, there's no substitule for standards.
| want to compliment Delaware for what
" you're doing. This week, third-, fifth-,
gighth- and 10th-graders all over the stale
are participating in your new assessment
process to see how weil they're doingin |
reading, writing, and math. ... | comphmem
you on that. | think that is a brilliant reform
And ! think it's important that we find a |
way to have national standards and exams
at least in the basics. j
... No test is worth a flip unless there is
some consequences — not just negative
ones, but positive ones; not just what you
do 1o the students, but what the rest of us
have to do for the education system based
on the consequences of the test. i
We have 10 start by demanding ac- |
countability from the students, and | {
strongly believe that we should end the }'

practice of so-called social promonon ev-
erywhere in the country.
- mga
Fena y, lel me say, | believe that if teach-

ers don't measure up after getting all the;
support and help they need, there ought to
be a swift process ~- fair, but swiltt it |
should not be endless — to resolve the {

i

o matter in a satisfactory way.

body’s got a valuable perspective, and that |

inhe end, we all have to get together and
dosomething that moves our country or
outstate or our community forward. And
for &l of that, | am very grateful to the
State of Delaware.

]

- Thomas Jefferson once said of your
statehat, “Delaware is like a diamond —
small,but having within it inherent value.”

ithe were today, here, giving this
speech, he might say, being as he was a
maden thinker, Delaware is like a silicon
¢hip —(laughter] — small, but having
within itenormous inherent value; namely,
the power to shape the future.

You have always looked to the future,
from the time you did become the first
state to ratify the Constitution.

BER

I don't think there is a person here who
would dispute the following two state-
ments; We have the best system of higher
education in the world. We do not have the
" best system of elementary and secondary
education in the world. ... And until it is, we
can't rest, That is the bottom line.

pEE

P
i

man
Delaware- may be the only state now

where every classroom is wired - but J
every classroom should be wired. ... An/
enormous percentage of the school bund-
ings in this country are ill-equipped fo lake
the wmng because they're so old.

EEn

Now, when you come to work here
every day in this Capitol, it makes you feel
good, doesnt it? It's a beautiful busldmg
and you've obviously put a lot of funds mto
restonng it, and it makes you feel good It
says you're important — it matters to bé a
member of the Delaware Legislature. One
of the ways you know without anybody(
telhng you is you come into this nice bUlld-
ing and it's important. And if grown- ups are
affected by their surroundings, ch:ldren are
even more so. i

2EG !

So Delaware is leading the nation, and
the nation must follow. And we must, Re-
publicans and Democrats together, aII
Americans, make a commitment to a revo-
lution in standards and accountabiliy, fin
choice and safety, based on high expecta-
tions, accountability and performance. It
will take all of our commitment to do the
job, but the challenge must be met be-
cause America can't become what n ought

~ tobeif we dont: i

]
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- ' Staft photosiJohn King
Above, President Clinton waves to the crowd inthe balcony
during his appearance Friday in the General Assembly. Top
right, Secretary of Detense William Cohen and Secretary of
Education Richard Riley applaud during the president's
speech. Right, President Clinton, Gov. Thomas R. Carper
and Sen. Thomas B. Sharp, presidentprotem of the Senate.

. Staff photo/Linda Lz

Charles Carson, the longtime base mortician who recen | !
retired, and his wife Virginia were among those in atte  Left, the president walks through the rain as he
dance for the president’s visit. arrives at the base. Abové, the president waves

goodbye to the crowd at Dover Air Force Base.
Right, Capt. Erik Sant, a pilot at Dover Air Force

Staff photos/Linda Laird

Base holds his 2-year-old daughter Sydney so
she can wave her flag forthe president.
‘ I




. Staff photosf.lohn Kihg
Top, President Bill Clinton addressed the joint session of
the General Assembly at Legislative Hall. Above, President
Clinton signs an autograph for Ryan Hauge, 8, son of Sen.
Richard Hauge, R-Wilmington. DSN &-9-98




Some young
people gotthe
chance of alife-
time Friday when
the president
cameto Dover.
Above, President
Clinton signs an
autographfor
RyanHauge, 8,
sonofSen.
‘Richard Hauge,
R-Wilmington.
Right, Dover
High School
Band members
Angela Smith,
15;Lady
Johnson, 16; and
Miranda
Coverdale, 15;
getreadyto
performfor
President
Clinton.

taff photo/Linda Laird



Clinton lauds
education

initiatives :
Ya-

By Todd Spangler &’

Assoclated Press

DOVER ~ President Bill Clin-
ton gave Gov. Thomas R. Carp-
er's stalled education reforms a
boost Friday when he urged the
Delaware legislature to embrace
school accountability proposals
and reduce class sizes.

“If we are going to prepare our
children for the 21st century, we
cannot do it unless we can say
with a straight face we're giving
them the best education,” said
President Clnton, the first sit-
ting president to ever address a
joint session of the Delaware
General Assemibly.

President Clinton praised the
state’s cdueation reform cfforts
to date, suggesting that school
districts  across  the nation
should have achicvement tests
that gauge success against local
and nadonal standards like

those being used for the first.

time this weck in Dclaware.
. The president sald Delaware
can serve as a model for educa-
tion reform because ofits efforts
to . implement charter schools
and school choice, allowing par-
ents aud students o attend any
public school in the staie they
wish.

Althoungh the president
phigged his nalionwide efforis
- including his legislation to
“hire 100,000 new teachers to
lower class sizes — he noted
that . school standards and
accountability systems remain
the domain.of local and state

governnments.,

He recommended that any ac-
countability system include
“eonscquenees,  both  positive

and negative.”

“1 urge you to have a long, vig-
orous debate,” President Clin-
ton told lawmakers. “Nobody
will take your system seriously
unless there are consequences.”

Gov. Carper is pushing legista-
tion that would hold back stu-
dents who fail to meet reading
fevels tested in grades 3, 5, 8

Stalf photo/dohn King

Rep. Robert F. Gilligan, standing, and Rep. J. Benjamin

Ewling share a laugh before the president arrives at Legisla-

tive Hall.
and 10. s proposal would also
allow for schools where fest
scores renuin poor, vear after
year. (o be put under the con-
trol of hetter performing schools
disiricts. :

The governor's elass size pro-
p'(mn! would  provide for one
teacher for every 15 students in
kindergarien  through  grade
three. Currently, the state pays
tor one teacher for every 19 stu-
dents in those grades.

“l can assurg you, the rest of

us will be watching,” President
Clinton said of the debate over
eduecation reform in Delaware,

Following the presideni’'s 45-
minute-long speech, Gov. Carp-
cr was chullient over President
Clinton's praise of Delaware and
its snecessful ctlorts in Head
Start programs and other educa-
tion reforms,

“Actually, {was an ambarrass-
ment of rlehes,” said Gov, Carp-
or.

The debate aver his eduecation
proposals has already narrowed,
he suid. ’

“The president’s very positive

.7
st
h

&4 The president's very
positive remarks only
serve to further narrow
the differences. 99

- Gov. Thomas R.
Carper

remarks only serve to further
narrow the differences,” Gov.
Carper said.

State Education Secretary Iris
Metts sald she is sure, given the
president’s remarks, a version
of both proposals will pass the
General Asscerbly by its ad-
jourmment June 30.

“Howas,” sald Senale President
Pro Tem Thomas 3. Sharp, hold-
ing a reception in his office as
President Clinton had his pholo
taken with staffers inside the
Scuate Chamber, “right on tar-
get”




Del. lawmakers mixed

on Clinton’s school vision

NT s8-8

Thie News JoumalGARY EMEIGH
President Clinton acknowledges the crowd in the
baleony Friday alter his speech 1o the state Gen~
eral Assembly. Lt, Gov. Ruth Ann Minner listens,

DOVER -- President Clinton’s historic visit to
the Delaware General Assembly drew a warm wel-
- come. But the public education agenda he pushed
brought mixed reactions from state legislators.
“I%elaware became a jewel in the national
. crown,” said Sen. Margaret Rose Henry, D-Wilm-
: i?\gtolré East. };W}?
should receive hig
REACTION marks for what we have
done in education™
But leaders in the state House had a differ.
ent message.
“While we appreciate President Clinton tak-
ing.the time to visit Delaware.....we are not con-.

vinced that his educational plan i5 in the best
interests of Delaware's public schoolchildren.”
said House Majority Leader Wayne A. Smith,
R-Clair Manor.

By ROBERT MOOHE and NANCY CHARRON
Staff reporters

Smith eriticized what he called the “federaliza-

tion” of schools through national standards and test.
ing as interference with “pure education reform.”

.. His remarks underscored the state’s some-
times rocky six-year journey toward educa-
tional reform. B

Though Delaware is ahead of many states in
such areas as developing academic standards
and providing school choice, none of the major
reforms has been in place long enough to pro-
duce significant results,

Clinton asked Friday for support for legisla-
ticn to hire 100,000 new teachers nationwide,
repair old schoolhouses and implement na-
tional standards and testing in reading and
math. He also touched on accountability.

The president laid out general goals. The
specifics of reaching them are being left mainly
to state and Jocal officials.

“I think the vision is a good vision” said
Rep. Charles W. Welch. R-Hunters Pointe. “The
question is how to get there”

If Delaware is any example, the solutions
will be neither quick nor casy.

Officials wrestled for years devising the
reading, writing and math tests Clinton
praised. Lawmakers only now are beginning to
talk about increasing state funding for school
construction and repair.

The other two issues have spawned major de-
bates that continue to cecupy the General As-
sembly: how to establish an accountability

system for schools and how to reduce the
teacher-pupil ratio in kindergarten
through third grade.

Who will be held accountable — ad.
ministrators, teachers. students, parents?
And how will they be held accountable?
Rep~Nancy-Wagner,-R-Dover Northra -
teacher, said she noticed Clinton men-
tioned accountability but didn't say any-
thing about parents.

‘Wagner said she eould have the worst of
everything from school buildings to sup-
plies. But if she has cooperative parents, “I
can teach those children something.”

Several proposals are floating arcund
Legislative Hall to reduce the teagher-
pupil ratio — an idea that would require
more teachers and more schools. Because
voters have been increasingly reluctant to
approve local tax increases, lawmakers are
debating whether the state should take on
maore of the financial burden for education.

After Clinton's speech, GOP lawmak-
ers said he should support two school .
funding proposals c¢urrently working
their way through Congress.

One measure would earmark a third of
the money now designated for federal ed-
ucation spending for block grants issued
to the states, with the only requirement
that 95 percent of the money be spent in
the classroom. The other proposal would
allow parents to put up to $2,000 a year
into a special IRA account for education-
related expenses.

“Send the money, keep the strings.”
Smith said. L

Sen. Robert L. Venables, D-Laurel, en- -
tered the Senate chambers skeptical but
ieft convinced Clinton had made “one of
the greatest speeches I have ever heard.”

“I was afraid of the discussion of the
federal government and mandates about
our schools,” Venables said, “but I think
he is really only trying to help.”

Republicans and Democrats alike
largely agreed the speech was classic
Clinton — personable and smooth and of-
fering the proper mix of local flavor and
policy discussion.

“To me, it was a very Republican
speech,” said Senate Minority Leader
Myrna L. Bair, R-Foulk Woods, emphasiz-
ing that many of the public education de-
cisions should be made at the local level.

Most lawmakers agreed Clinton’s

Alrman st Class James D:
of President Clinton on Friday at the base.

But Iris Metss, secretary of the state
Department of Education, said she is op-
timistic that Clinton made lawmakers feel
good about their role in education reform
and predicted the state would have an ac-
countability bill before the end of June.

4It's now a matter of pride,” she said.

"Delawdre appearance mipht help Keep
pressure on to resolve these issues, but
wouldn’t affect the nuts and bolts of how

. the issues are resolved.

The News Joemat FRED C
o Base Honor Guard awaits the« i
aware General Asss
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Republicans give president praise — with a catch

Say most of the education
initiatives were their idea

ﬁ g"a ?)?)g

DOVER — Delaware Republicans, mind-
ful  that President Clinton's  visit was
orchestrated by Democerats, lost no thue
in letting their view of Friday's speech be
known, .

The guickly let it be known many of the
cducatioy -initiatives bad been started by
their side. :

{3y D.L. Bonar
Staff writer

“As speaker of the House, it made me

proud, President Clinton knew this was a
bi-partisan effort on education,” said Rep.
Terry R. Spenee, R-New Caslle, “Many of
the issues he spoke aboul were issucs
addressed by Republicans.”

“To me. it was a very Repubilican
speech,” sald Sen. Myrna L. Bair, R-Wilii-
inglon, Scnale Minority Leader.

About o dozen members of the Repub-
lican caucus from the House and Scenate
hield court shortly alter the president left
the building,

The partisan group poinled out it was
Rep.  Stephanie A, Ulbrich, R-Newark,
which  introduced  the Tirst legislation
authorizing school choice, three years ago.

Sen. Donna Reed, R-Newark, said she
had introduced the first legislation allow-
ing charter schools. and the bill was still
in conntittee because Demoerats would
not allow il oul.

Rep. Nancy M. Wapner, R-Dover, said
more emphasis necds to be placed on an
end {o "social promotion” - the practice
of scnding children to the next grade
regardless of their acadentic achievement.

"1 ihink 1t nceds o be ted to a child's
success in learning,” Rep. Wagner said.

As a leacher, Rep. Wagner sald she was
disappolinied the president did not men-
tion parcental respounsibility,

“It Is interesting, we all lalk aboul tak-
ing all these measures, but have no solu-
tion in place yel,” she said. I think a lot
of parents think it 18 the ‘sehool's job to
waleh their Kids, We should require them
o sign an agreement they'll get involved
and take part of the responsibility for their
child’s education.”

House Majority Leader Wayne AL Smithy,
R-Wilinington, said  there necds 1o be
accouniabitity (n school.

“There should be real conscquences.”
Rep. Smith said. “If you fall, you fail!”

Noune of the legislators thought solutions
to the accountability or the education issuc
in general would be casy.

Some spuke of a need to give purents a
half day a semester in which o spend time
in school with their children. That time,
according to Scu. Steven . Amick, R-
Newark, should be paid time off with the
blessings of business.

Rep. Spence guthered signilicant support

3 i

Staff photofohn King
Rep. Nancy H. Wagner gives the Republican response after the president’s
speech atLegislative Hall on Friday.

Ctoward the end of the Republican press

conference with st controverstal promise.
“1owil propose an amendment to any
accountability bill which passes (o require
schiool uniforms for grades K through
three,” the House Speaker said. “IU's been
proven it heips level the playing field.”
“Let's kKeep this b perspective,” said Rep.
Smith. "This was « nice way for President
Clinton to have a nice backdrop to empha-
size education. The problem is, most of
what he's talking aboul are what Repub-
licans have been saying all along.™
D.L. Bonar can be reached at 741.
8228 or at daverpa@newszap.com,
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% Highlights from the day

8 SUPER DAY FOR SECRETARY METTS: Delaware Scoretury
of Education Irts T. Metts was all smiles Friday allernoon after
Prestdent Bill Clinton thrust Delawares education initiatives
into the national spothght.

cof education reform In Deloware, He undersiood it was on the
cutling cdgc of educational reform and leading the nation,” Dr.
Meits safd.

Dr. Metts noted the parallels between President Ummn s plans
for education reform and what offickals are trylug (o establish
in Delaware, which includes tmplementing reductions in class
. sizes, sehool-butlding constructions and renovations, and enrl-
| ing soctal promotion,

In addition to President Clinton, Dr. Meits also heard NAACP
prestdent Kweist Miume speak at an educational conference at
Delaware Stale Undversity Friday.

“They are truly gifted individuals,” Dr. Metis sald. "They truly
promote and support cducational issucs, They care about chil-
dren. . .

“What an fmpressive day. The spotiight was on Delaware.”

B8 WASHED OUT: Rain loreed the cancellation of the outdoor
“appearance planned for President Bl Chnton. About 100 pro-
* ple lined along the harrieades at the intersection of Legislative
and Wiliam Penn avenues 1o get a glimpse of President Clin-
ton.

instead, they got very wet,

About 50 people stood under umbrellas while the chief excen-
tive addressed staie lawmakers. They hoped the president wouk!
stick his head out the door,

"We're standing out here hke fools,” ehuckled June an,L
who drove up in vain from Milford. "We're wet, but loyal.”

Kathleen G. Johnson 01 Dover remained with the RO faithful
and endured the rain.

© 1 just wanted to say hi' to President Clinton,” Mrs. John-
son sakd. "He's my president, and since he came all the way
{0 Dover, Del.. we should be here to see him”

a CAN WE GO NOW? A long linc of motorixls were forced to

say “good-hye” as their travel on US. 13 was stopped for the
presidential motoreade taking President Clinton and his eniou-
rage back to Dover Air Force Base.

Traffie in the US. 13 northhound lane was backed up from
Court Street 1o beyond the St Jones River bridge just before
3 p.am, :

Traffic in both direetions was held to an klling halt for 16
minies as the long line of molorcade cars proceeded across
the bighway on US. 138, while a few pedestrians gol a wave
from the president as he went by,

Although the motoreade was pas! the intersection in less than
four minutes after the highway was closed, U.S. 13 was stopped
in both dircctions for ancther 12 minutes before it was re-
opened by Dover police.

During the delay, a few horns were sounded, and one motor-
ist stuck at the Cligo gas station became particularly impatient.

“What do we got to do, walt on him to get on the planc‘?'
called Lamont Byrd of Dover to the officer halting traffic. s
alrcady a mile down the road. What are we ;mn;, to do to !nm
now?”

-According (o Capt. J. Robert Mays, Dover puhu spokesnin,
it s standard procedure to keep (the road elosed (or an addi-
tional 10 minutes for sceurtly purposcs to prevent a would-he
attacker from following the motorcade.

& PRESIDENTIAL DUTY: Assigned to work tn and around Leg-
islative Hall Friday were 76 state (roopers. 24 1%cilities Man-
agenient employees. 19 Capitol Pollee officers, at teast 36 Seeret
Service agenis and: an undetermined number of Dover police
offieers.

LAST WORDS: So,. how did the President’s specch staelk up
in guick politieal terms?

Speaking for the Democrals, Senale President Pm Tem
Thomas Sharp: "It was right on target.”

For the Republicans, House Ma](zrny Leader Wayne Smifth:
“Scnd the money but keep the strings.”

— Compiled by Carlos Holmes,

Tom Eldred and Delarita Ford

“1 liked how quickly he mastered and understood the details |

“a
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Del. leaders,
pupils alike (
bask m glow

@5,\] By NANCY CHARRON

Lover Bureau chief JI- Z?f

DOVER — He couldit stop the
rain, but President Clinton proved
Friday that the weather is about
the only thing in Delaware beyond
the reach of his charm,

Wide-eyed kindergartners and
calloused politicians from Dover
Ajr Foree Base to Legislative Hail
and buck again basked in the glow
of Clinton’s smile and the praise
he showered on Delaware’s efforts
to reform education.

Before a special joint session of
the General Assembly, Clinton
touted a cluteh of issues that have
becume familiar terms to educa-
Lion-conscious
Delawareans —
avademic sian-
dards, account-
ability, school
choice and an
end to social
promotion.

“We can do
this,” he summed
up as his 43-
minute speech
meandered to-
ward its close.

“This is not
rocket seience.”

Throughout
his four-hour’
visit, he showed
off the most
valuable assets
any president can have — a tireless
right arm and an unwavering hand-
shake, He shook hands with every-
one from schoolchildren to service |
nen, and left them all feeling
enviched by the experience.

The legislators figured to be a
tougher zudicnce, but most of
them, too, fell under Clinton’s spell,

Sen. Robert L. Venables, D-lau. !
rel, said he started the day a skep-
tic, until Clinton delivered “one of )
the greatest speeches | have ever .
heard.” Most agreed it was
quintessential Clinton — like a
martini, a few sweet nothings
made the earnestly dry policy dis-
cussion go down smooth,

He was lavish in his praise of
Delaware. For instance, he up- i
dated Thomas Jefferson’s famous
“diamond among the states” quip
by comparing it to a silicon chip: !
“Small, but having within it enor.
mous inherent value, namely, the
power to shape the future.”

It might lack the power or po-
etry to ring down through the cen- |
turies, hut-Delaware officials, who
said Clinton selected the state as a
platform for his spcech because of
its position near the head of the
education-reform class, heamed
with self-esteem.

“1 was never so excited or proud
as a member of the Scnate” said
Senate President Pro Tem Thomas
B. Sharp.

He wasn’t alone.

vy ogsy
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CWS
Gov. Carper applauds as President Clinton
greets Rep. Michael N, Castle, B-Del., after
Clinton’s speech Friday at Dover Air Force
Base. Clinton thanked the base's personnel for
their airlifts and support.

“He looked cute. ... He’s so cute,
. . 1
I could kiss him.

Monique Montague, 6, Dover

|
|

“Knowing how sociable,!lhe
president is, there should ihave
been a chance for the people to

greet him, (o show their respect.”

Anna Darlington, Felton, one of ab!out 200
people who waited in vain in a downpour
to see Clinton

“That was not very
realistic given the
. crowd we
anticipated. A
bubble that would
encapsule the city
of Dover was nota -l
practical idea.” |
{

Jeffrey W, Butlock, Gov. Carper's %:hief of
staff, on why the state didn’t setup a tent
for spectators !

“I enjoyed listen-
ing to lhim. He
reconfirmed some
of the stuff we’ve
been saying all
along.”

Sen. Donna Reed, R-Newark East

“He looked like he does
on television. I thought his
hands would be hot but
they were cold.”

Tim Mihok, 14, Dover

I was never so
excited or proud as
a member
of the
Senate.”

Senate President Pro
Tempore Thomas B. Sharp

N

|

“J was afraid of
the discussion
of the federal

government

and mandates
about our schools,
but I think he is re- -
ally only trying to-help.”

Sen. Robert L.Venables, D-Laurel

“We appreciate |
President Clinton
taking the time to

visit Delaware

[but] we are not
convinced that his
educational plan is
in the best interests
of Delaware’s publi
schoolchildren.”

I
¢
5
|

House Majority Leader |
Wayne A. Smith, R-Clair Manor
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Dowhstate educators
have mixed reaction

to president’s speech
DA 4T 0P
Compiled from staff reports

DOWNSTATE President
Bill Clinton's speech on educa-
tion in Delaware recommended
cutting class size and hiring
more teachers, which drew a
mixed reaction from Downstate
educators. .

Secretary of

- BEducalion Dr.
Iris T Metts
noted the par-
.allels between’
President
Clinton's
plans for edu-
cation reform
and what s
trying to be
established in
Delaware
w h | ¢ h

Iris T. Metts

cincludes

addressing reduction in class
sizes and schaol buliding con-
structions and renovations, and
social promotion.

"1 loved when he made the
analogy of how goad the Gen-
eral Assernbly felt going Into
their buildings.” Dr. Metts sald.

She  sald the " president
likened that to how students
should feci going . into  thejr
schaols and should not havé to

- be 1n bujldings fatng down

with leaking roofs.
Dr. Metts satd she appreciat-
that ~'Prestdent  CHnton
broughi out that there were
gowng ! positive and nega-
N8Ciuences -
bty 1 ‘ of account

“You can't have an acecount.
abllity system unless you have
both,” Dr. Metts sald,

She sald the prestdent could
with the vision of
Delaware's education and its
goals to prepare students for
the future,

#e are not only locking at
needs of our students today
we are looking at the needs

sur students in tomorrow's
e bty

world,” Dr. Mells said.

James B. Boyd, supervisor of
Secondary Programs for the
Lake Forest School Distriet,
agreed with the president's
stance on cxpansion, " agree
with what the president said
about overerowded conditions
in sehools today and students
attending classes in trailers.
When 1 look at schools in the
arca and the condition they are
In. ir's elear that we don't make
schools a priority in our soci.
ely. Thal makes me worry
about our future”

Belty Ann Wyatt, Lake Fores(
Teacher of the Year, said the
slate needs to play a bigger role
"It is ume that our Delaware
legislators realize that our state
Is too small to have the “haves”
and the “have nots” in educa-
tion, '

“Funding to al! districts must
be fairty and equitably disirib-
uted. All students should have

access o equal opportunity
and respurces.”
Lewes resident Walter G,

Rosen, a retired educator. said
he caught Prestdent Clinton's
speeeh on television afler a
friend called w0 remind him
about the Delaware visit,

" watched 1l on CNN. | was
very impressed. and I'm not
ordinarily very impressed by
Mr. Clinton, I'm an educator
myself, and he said all the right
things.” Mr. Rosen said.

Not everyone thought the
president's speech was good.
however. N

Joseph J. Matriceino, presi-
dent of the Woodbridge Edu-

- cation Asspetatlon. said that

Prestdent Chinton's comments
are nothing more than politf.
cal rhetoric.

“Is a politeal thing, 1t
sounds good.” he said. “Then

,lii goes 10 the legislation and

they see how ruch it's going

"to ¢ost.”
He said.thal teachers would

“eertainly be overjoyed If the

government  took to
reduce class size.

“If you reduce class sizes,
say. from 30 to 15 students.
IU's going to help not only dis-
cipline, but comprehension for
all students,” said Mr. Matric-
cino, a social studies leacher
at Woodbridge High School.
"Teachers would jump up and
down. That would delimicly
improve things in the elass-
roam. but is it really going to
get done?” .

7 Mr. Matriecino said he thinks
that the notion of national cer-
tifieation for teachers is wrong-
headed. as well.

© “National certification. what's
that mean? The only thing
that's going 10 1nake vou a bet-
ter teacher is experience.” he
said.

Charles $. Postles Jr.. pres-
ident of the Milford School Dis-
trict Board of Education. was
not entirely impressed with the
president’s speech.

“One of my concerns is when
{President Chintan talks about
100,000 new teachers. It's like
the 100.000 cops from the
Biden Crime Bl We haven't
seen 100,000 yet, and the ones
we've scen are funded on a
threc-year grant that will
require local govermments Lo
fund them once federal funds
run out,” he said.

"1 would personally be
delighted to see less moncy
coming from Washington. 1
wouldn't mind if the U.S.
Department of Education dis-
appearcd cntirely. Money from
Washinglon always comes with
strings attached. and creaies
more bureaucracy.

"t thought a lot of what the
president had 1o say was nice.
And, 1 agree with a lot of his
gouds, Theyre landable goais. !

steps

Just dow't agree with his plan
to reach those goals. | wanl to |
se¢ more money spent in the
classroom, not in bureaucra-
ey.”

Some educators were lied up

' with school duties. and have

not had time to digest the pres-
ident's speech.

Robert D. Smith Iil. super-
intendent. was laboring over an

Attention Educators Kent+674-9999
. Sussex~424.-2958
President Clinton's historic speech to the T — y

Joint session of the Delaware Gencral Assem-
bly is available on NewsPhone.

The 43.minute speech can be shared with
students. :

If & short version is desired, NewsPhone
also features excerpts from the Presidents
speech.

President
Clintgn’s speech

. accountability plan (o be pre-

sented to the the Delaware leg-
islature later this week on
behalf of the slate’s superin-
tendents.

“I've been typing since five
o'cloek this morning, and 1

haven't even had-a chance to
cat lunch.” Dr. Smith said.
“Hopefully, I can get oul later
to pick up the paper. and see
what (President Clinton) said.
But. right now, I don’t know
enough about his remarks (o
make a comment.”

Dr. Jeanel D. Starling. Lulu
M. Ross prineipal and
Delaware's distinguished prin-
cipal of the year, spent Salur-
day in Philadelphia taking sein-
inary classes, although Fridsy
she said she would hurry home
to see whal President Clinton
had to say.

“I was hoping to go to capi-
tal 1o see himn speak.” she said.
“But 1 had to be at the Dover
Sheraton while he was sched-

- uled to speak. Our school
librarian won state media spe-
clalist of the vear. and 1 was

: - " Fducation
. In Transition

et

® For an archive of the presi-
dent’s visit to Dover or the
changing face of education in
Delaware, check online at
WWW.NSWSIOD.L0t

honored to sce her win the
award.”
Associate editors John

Finnerty and Carol Ann Porter
and staff writers Delarita
Ford. Ashley Gray and Grego-
ry 5. Layton contributed to
this story.
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Glinton,
Garper
 agree on
erlucati

President’s pian‘ -

"seems to mirror
- the governor's

Staff writer

- By Angela Trout D3 98
‘}/‘ 8 )

DOWNSTATE — The presi-
dent's speeeh today should shed
some insight on his plans for
the futare of the nation's edu-
callonal system,

It is expected that the pres-

Cddent  will hit . three  main
points: reduced class slze,
additional elassroom  space,

aud the eall for more after-
school programs.

According 1o Gov. 'l‘hoamg

R. Carper’s policy advisor on
educatiun, Peg Dradiey, the
president’s plan_mirrors (he
governor's. ’

“When 1 heard the prest-
dent's  State of the Union
Address (in February), It was
as il he was reading the gov-
crnors statements on (cduca-
tional reform] off of the Inter-
net. Thetr agendas are very
stmilar.”

Gov. Carper called for simi-
tar acton tn January when he
unvelled his budget proposals
for the 1999 fiscal year. He
alsa vowed that  educalion
would he at the forefront of
his agenda,

Gov.  Carper's  plans  for
redueiton in class size came
in the way of several vehicles,
He proposed the allocation of
$6.1 millton in his budget to
hire an additionat 120 teach-
ers.

He also proposes an inercase
fn Diviston [ teacher funding’
1o focal school districts at the
Kindergarten  through  third
gride level 1o provide a teacher
for every 15 regular stedents.
He Bas also recommended
funding increases for grades
fourth ithrough 12th to provide
a {eacher for every 16.3 regu-
lar stiklents.,

This inttiative drew crilisem
from educators and parents
when Senate Bill 249 was
introduced carlicr this year.
The bill was designed to aid
in class size reduction.

The bill ealls for the end of
special unit counts for speclal
cdueation  students, meaning
that while the teacher to stu-
dent rattos lower for regular
students, the teacher to student
ratlon Tor students with spectal
needs increase.

Anolher issue raised by
school administrators was
whether schoots could afford to
provide the additional space
necded 1o accomodate the over-
flow of students.

The Indian River School Dis-
triet Is one of the districts thal
is struggling with overerowded
schools.

According to
administrative assistant,
Charles W. Hudson, Susscx
central Middle School, Susscx
Central High School and Indi-
.an River High School are oper-
ating oui of portable class-
TOOMS.

Sussex Central High ts using
six poriable classrooms, Indi-
an River High has 77 students
over capacily and 1§ utihzing
flve portable classrooms, and
.Sussex Middle ts 400 students
over capacity and use ninc
,portable classrooms.
¢ “Redueing class size is great.
“{ am in full support of 1. said

Edward B. Sclbert. director of
- Business and Finanee for [ndi-
an River, “But reducing elass
.sizc must alse deal with the
covercrowding  issue. [ you
reduce class size, you have 1o
sprovide additional, funding,”™
. While Prestdent Clinton's
. pliches lils, prioritics, the cost
. for local sehool districls 10
S tmplement  them  will  cost
* money. But even though failed
referendums 10 INCrease faxes
< appears to he the norm. onc
" superintendent does not think
nercased federal funding ls the
. answer, .
. Dr. James E. Hammond,
, Capital School District super-
tntendent. sald because feder-
“al funds are usually compen-
,satory  funds designed  to
_address deficiencies tn a stu-
dent group, federal funding

the distriel’s

would not help his distriet with
the needs it tried (o satisly with
the  referendum  that  fatled
recently.

“The president can help sup-
port the notion of reduced class
size ... and make sure that
appropriations  toward con-
structlon funds come ta the
state level onto the distriet
tevel.” Dr. Hammond said,

Attey selool pronais. by
referred tooas ‘extended-tine!
programs, are also being con-
sidered o be beefed up by the
governor. He proposes ;:m addi-
Tional 3 millton 1o an existing
57.6 miltlon allocated] 1o such
TOEERmS. ! )

David Vaughan, principal Tor
Fatrview Elementary | Sehool.
has been running after sehool
programs since the pcginnlng
of the year. ;

The program offers|Arts and
Crafts and cake decorating o
sclence clubs and woring. The
sessions normally run - until
5:30 p.m., which is @ Tielp to
working parents, Mr; Vaughan
satd. .

“The talter-school ‘ program}
benefits the students and their
parents, but mainly, the par-
ents.” Mr. Vaughan said.

But such programming
comes withi a’ priee. Funding s
derived through the states’

Extended Time grant and Drug’
free grants. .

Jle said they do not charge
students an activities fee a this
potnt. He satd that Iwould be a
Jast resort {f funding dries up.

Another aspect of; Gov. Carp-
er's educational reform 1s his
call for more accountability,

Sen, David P Sokola, D-
Newark. is the chicf sponsor of
tie accountability BUL. He sald
the Senale is working on the
bill, S.B. 250, and making
progress, but domt figure on
having the entire package
ironed out by thejend of this
legistative scsslon.

S.11. 250 focuses on redueing
soclal promotion) which s
advanaing a student 1o the next
grade simply beeausc of thelr
age. It also calls for rewarding
the academic achievement of
students, schools| and school
distriets, and holding schools
and sehool distriets accotnt-
able for nadequate, lesting

resubes, ¢

Stale wide Lesting was imple-
mented for the first time this
week o grades 315, 8 and 10

Asststant  editor Carles
Holmes  contributed to  this
stori. : !
Angela Trout can be
reached at 741-8250 or at

atrout@newszap.com,
{

Education Bills

year.

i
?S.B. (2}9 — (David P Sokofa, D-Newark: two representa-
!‘!;;nc,?gcci I‘ns bill, the “Class Size Reduction and Education
B mprovemeni Act of 1998," will t uss stzes
JIn core academie subjects. reduee class stucs

|

@ 8.B. 250 — (Sen, Davld P Sekola, D-Ncwa;k: Sen. Robert
J. Voshell, D-Millord. two representalives.) This bill, denom-
inated the “Educationdl Accountability Act 'of 1998, will
improve Delowarce's cducational system by drastically reduc-
Ing social promotion. rewarding the academle achievement
fn(smdcms, schools, and school districts, and holding schools
and school distriets accountable for inadequiate results.

- #8.B. 292 — {Scn. Thomas B. Sharp, D-Wilmingion: 12
senators, four represeniatives.) Reduces.class size in gn:adcs
K-3: requires clementary schools to publish class sizes in
gunuz\l scheol profiles: permits school districts 1o use up'to
5% of thetr teaching units to employ Instructional aldes: and
gnarantees slate funding for a number of units cqual to each’
school distrie’s actual uni count for the preceding school

#+
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‘Giving Clinton a piece of the

By Carlos Holmes ‘/«95
Sclitor 5,%’

DOWNSTATE — Several
Downstate residents would ltke
to have a few minutes fo say
something to President Bill Clin-
ton.

Déna Sechirist of Rehoboth
said she would give President
Clinton a piece of her mind con-
cerning maternity leave.

"As 4 mom, | know he gave
three months without pay lor
mothers after they have a child”
Mrs, Scchrist sald. "But he
should give six months with
some sort ‘ol income. | had to
go buck to work after three
months and had to get a babysit-
ler.

4%

Assistant

Linda 8. Moniague of Laured
said her son's college education
would  weigh heavily on her
mind.

“I'would talk to hitn aboul the
raising cost of college educa-
tion,” Ms. Montague said, "My
son is 13 and in five yvears, |
don't know what [ am going 1o
do.”

Robin M. Fisher of Laurel said
she wonld speak to the presi-
dent on behall of the elderly eft-
izens she serves as head of Fivst
State  Communily - Action
Ageney’s Senjor Companion pro-
gram.

"My concer is not for Bill
Clinton's personal lile, | would
spealk with the president on the
needs of the elderly, and how

ir min

voltindeer programs are peared
toward youths, bhut not as much
towards the elderly” Ms. Fisher
said.

But while some people would
politely steer clear of the presi-
dent privade affairs, Rehoboth
resident Jim Waldin said he
would pull no punches, literal-
iv. '

“I'd skap him upside his head
and ask him why he can't keep
his pants on,™ Mr. Waldin said,
I'd also ask him why does he
pick ugly wonien (to have affairs
with). He's president, and you'd
think he could come up with

csome hetter looking wornen.™

Carlos Holmes can be
reached at 644-6320 or at
carlosh(@newszap.com.
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- President Clinton salutes as he arrives Friday at Dover Air Force Base. Defense Secretary William Cohen follows h
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Defense Secretary William Cohen and President Clinton. |

Vi

By Tom Eldred
Staff writer

DSHN
S-258

DOVER — Defense Sceretary
William Cohen went dircetly (o
the point in a brief address at
Dover Alr Force Base.

The sceretary  accompanied
President Bill Clinton to Dover
Friday and presented the com-
mander-in-chief (o an enthuslas-
tic crowd of base personnel, fam-
illes and friends,

“Shortly after the Wright
Brothers' first flight in 1803, one
obscerver commented, ‘it {s be-
yond dispute that Wilbur Wright
is in possession of powcr that
controls the fate of nations.”
Sceretary Cohen said.

“Almost a lnmdred years later,
you, the highly trained profes-
sionals in the greatest Alr Forece
in the history of the world, are
living proof of that statement.”

Spealing of the thme 50 years
ago when the “fires of World War
1T were still smoldering.” Secre-
tary. Coben also reecalled the
words of Prestdent Harry S Fru-

j. e

r'_,'r

rtues of Air Force

man when President Truman
said, "it is individuals who make
history, not the other way
arounct :

“And today, as the embers of
the cold war are exttnguished,
we stand on (he brink of a new
Amecrican century, led by a cor-
mander-in-chicf with a clear, per-
sistent vision of America's role
in the world.” the secretary sald.

e applauded President Clin-
ton for consistently doing "what
is militarily necessary and what

4s right. even in the face of tre-

mendous political pressure.”

He also called personnel at the
base “today's citizen-soldters”
who represent  the  country
throughout the world. :

“Ladies and gentiemen of Do-
ver Air Force Base, | am proud
to present 1o you the president
of the United States, President
Bilt Clinton,” Sccretary Cohen
said. ) )

Tom Eldred can be
reached at 741-8212 or at
teldred@newszap.com.
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Base gwen kudas by
commander-in-chief

DS

By Tom Eldred .

Stall writer

DOVER Excitenient ad
intense  antivipation pulsed
through o giant hangar st Jover

Air Foree Base Friday as thou-
suands ol base personnel and
thetr Tomilies awnited a0 visil

frowm President Bl Clinton,

They were not disappoinied.

Alter beiel Opendig reniaries
by Lase conunander Felix AL

DGrieder and Seeretary of
Delense Willimn Cohens, | the
comnunder-in-chiel delivered
rousing speech ainwd al -
bewrts and minds of the men
wind woenowho sereve in defense
ol the vation.

“Tooall the miembers of the
United  States Air Poree, amnd
sthietr foilics and Tricods, thank
you especially for bringing the
ehildren today.” the president
sald. "1 would like o say a spe-
cial word of thunks to the Dover
AHigh School Band. .0 1 am
delighted to be here.”

The president wasted no thne
‘I zerving on the theme of his
address — the 36 C-5 aircrafl
based in Dover and gratitude to-
all who make thousands  of
Hights ta Tt ol and landing at
the base ach year possible.

“Those  of you who work
arvund the clock to sapport our
defense and our frecdom, |
thank you,” My, Clinton suid.

“Delaware calls itsell” "Small
Wonder,” the president contin-
ued. "{1Us) not Loo small to have
the C-5s, which do so much for
Auterica’s intervention.” "IUs not
o simall for the 60.000-pound

“funner” loader, wmoving hicavy
CUrTgQ. . .
“Your cfforts are essential,”

President Clinton sadd, "We live
Ao a thine of enormous promise,
and you know at it will work.
But there is also a tremendous
respousibitily  for  the  United
Stales out there, both (o take
advanlage of the promise and
- meet the chalienges of [hL pust-
Cold War era”
~ The  chief ‘executive  uoled
Amperfed’s  uncmployment rale
was pegged Friday at 4.3 per-
, cenl, the lowesl sinee 1970, Bat
one-third of the new jvbs that
have been created sinee
he said, conite from !!ddhlg__, with
other nations.
“Like it or not, our Iuturc. and
thie future of every child in Uus

audlence today, in bound up .

our ability (o maintaln leader-
~

y

the .

1993,

stifp and prace and luzulom .mgl
seeurfty  and coppor (untly
t!!u(mghml( the world.™ .
The president reeall ed LN ll lie
traveled  through  Alvked” ine
Marcl. “Guess-what,” e said,
"On my whole rip, you provig-
cd the transportation. Yoeu pro-
vided the helicopters, and yon
(umnlul lhv conununications.. -1
thanl you. . . _
The next month he was \\';\'s
in Chile, "And puess what, voi
provided oy trivnsportatidon aad
commentons. Aud 1 thank
yotl .
Ty e fow duva I will feave for
Europe “he president contin-
ued, where sunong other juitia-
tives, he will work with the negy
NATO treaty (o assure "o Eurojie
that s peacelud, undivided angl
free for the first time’ in all o!'
history. ) -
“And, il nothing hiippt:llS {0
the chain of command,™ he said,
“voure poing (o provide tie
transportation and copinuniica-
tion.” o '
President - Climton remindad
his audience that the 21st Cen-
tury “will be Amcerica’s preatest
time™ it the natton does its parl
to proleet frécdom and seeuri-
ty around the world. o
“But the workd Is still not [rde
of dangers,” he warhied. "Not by
o long shol” He sakd new.tech-
nology, while helping 1o open
and - expaud  communications
across  the world, has | also
spawned new avenues “for the
organized forces of destruction”
and new  mobility to inlerna-
tional terrorists and criminals.
“Ihe United States nnist con-
tnue o lead in the world and
that. meaus we need you more
than cver,” the president said.
He sald Dover base is xmpuﬁ-
sible for 25 percent of Amerl-
vi's stradegle-alrtift capuchty. and
played o vital role in supplth}
the troops” in Bosnia.
“Please  remember, in w.lysl
large aud small, you are nmkl
ing o hugt difference in making
the world a better place for lhc‘
.children who share this room
with us today,” Mr. Chinlon con-
cluded. "You in Duver make {1
happen. Yol deliver. You are
cssential to Anterica’s seeuriy
“You make us all very pr muii
Thauk you very much and Guil
biess you. '
" Tom Eldred can be
“reached at 741-8212 or at
teldred@newszap. vom'
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By Tom Eldred
Staff writer

DOVER — Dover Alr Forcé
Basc staged a greal big welcome
for President Bill Clinton Friday.
a welcome likély io be remem-
bered for a long time g come.

From the vibrating percussion

~of the Dover High School Band
" to the intensc securlty efforts of

"Sceret Service and base per- -

J‘?fe -

- sonnel, the event was an interfse )

display of presidential power
with all the trappings.
“Our kids have been so excit-

cd ever since we got permission
. they could come,” said Juanita
. Cooper, a kindergarten tcacher

at  West Dover: Elementary

. School, .as she ‘and fellow

. teacher Janc Tinsley directed 67 -
' youngsicrs into Hangar 706 to © -

“since. We cven brought a ‘spe-

watt for the president.
“We've been on Cloud 9 cver

cial ‘Welcome to Delaware’ cap
to give to the president.”

Across the cavernous hangar,
Dover High School Band direc-
tor David Delong was fine-tun-
ing his musicians for a rousing

- salute to the chief.

"It {s a great honor o be here,”
Mr. DeLong said. "IU's an over-
whelming experience for every-

" body. We feel extremely privi-

leged to play for the president

"of the United States’ and repre-

sent the capital city of Delaware

for this great occaslon. The Kids
are chm ly burslmg at the
seams.’

Dazens upon dozcns of Secret .
* figure for decades at the basc,

Service and basc sccurity offi-
cers cireulatéd about the hangar
as thousands of base personnel
and family members filed in
through specially set-up metal-
deteetor gales. Extra seals were
provided for ticketholders who
were supposecd to sec the event
outside¢ Legislative Hall. which

" was rained out.

Finally, when the hangar was
full just before 3 p.m., all en-
trances were sealed except for a
massive . opening at one ‘end
where . the president  would
speak. With a giant C-5 alreraft
framed outside on the flight iine,
the now-captive audience wail-,
ed for their president.

"Master Sgt. Dennis A. Desilet
came with his 12-yecar-old son,
Josh. "I took lim out of Dover

Air Middle School for this.™ Sgi. .

Desilet said. "I thought it was
important for him. lo sce the

_ president up close.” -

Josh, who sat with two school-
age friends, was excited. "I'm
\nnliina  forward e what he

says.” Josh explained. “In the'

news, they said he’d be talking
about cducation, and 1 want to
hear that.”

Smyrna residenis Joseph and
Ann  Snyder obtafned  tickels
from state Rep. Bruce C. Ennis,

" D-Smyrna. Mr. Snyder is a

World War Il veteran and a mem-
ber of VFW Post 8801 in Clay-
ton. .

1 think It's just great,” Mrs.
Snyder said. "1
ready!”

Sitting dlose to where Presi-
dent Clinton would speak were
Chatles and Virginia Carson.
Mr. Carson was a well-known

where he ran the morinary for

’26 years.

“The last time 1 was ln this
hangar was for the Ron Brown
accident,” Mr. Carson recalled.
“They certainly go all-out. It's
amazing how they can change
the configuration of the place.”

Ericka Gricder, 16; daughter
of hasc commander Felix ‘M.
Grieder. was in the front.row —
camera ready. — with her 11-
year-old brother, John, "It's all
preity amazing,” the Caesar
Rodney High School junior.sald,
*1 know my Dad's exclted about
it.” John took a slightly differ-

ent view. “I'm happy to be here .

beeause 1 got out of sehool,” he
sald with an honest grin,
When President Clinton final-
ly arrived. he lauded the base
and its personncel {n a speech
greeted  with  near-deafening
applause.  Afterwards, many (n
the crowd moved forward to
shake hands with thelr charis-
matic leader. President Clinton,

got my camera ’

warming lo the occasion while
worrlied Scecret Service men
jooked on, spent a full 45 min-
utes shaking hands and chatting
with the people.
Two young atrmen, Atrman 1st
Class Cynthta De.La Vara and
Airman Valerie Skelly, were posi-
tively thrilled when the chiel
- threw his arms around them for
a spontaneous hug
_“At first, Valerie was going o
ask for a picture with him,” Air-
man De La Vara sald. "But she
ran "out of film. Sa. ! figured,
_ what the heck, it's a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity; I'd ask for
a hug He put his arms around

us ‘and hugged us both!”

"Not only that, but one of my
irtends had a camera, so, we got
a picture,” Airman Skelly said.

As he exited the hangar and
was preparing to leave, the
president learned of the little
children from West Dover Ele-
mentary School and the special
cap they'd prepared. Mr. -Clin-
“ton came back into the hangar.
In a final gesture, he gracious-
ly-accepted the cap and signed
a banner for the class.

It was quite a day.

Tom Eldred can be
reached at 741-8212 or at
teldred@newszap.com.
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for their sy

“You are making a huge
difference,” Clinton says
N A%

DOVER — With a massive C-5 trans-
port jet as his backdrop, President Clin-
ton on Friday praised Dover Air Force

" Base personnel for the “essential” role

they play.in maintaining world peace and

= keeping him mobile and in touch when
~y he travels to foreign lands.

More than 1,000 people — Air Force
personnel, state and local officials,
schoolchildren and Democratic Party ac-

tivists — turned out

By MOLLY MURRAY 47
Sgaft reporier

DOVER AIR  to hear the ﬁ)remdent
ut perhaps most
FORCE BASE touched by the mes-

-sage were the wives of
the airmen who carry out the base mis-
sion of delivering military cargo and
hardware around the world.

“It’s sometimes hard to be left be-
hind,” said Mary Mihok, the mother of
—.five_ "It means a lot to me” that the presi-
lies make. “You miss a lot of things”

-~ Her husband, Tom, is a master

portive role

sergeant with almost 19 years of active
military duty. Ten of those years have
been spent in Dover.

In recent months, Dover base person-

nel have helped keep Clinton on the go

and in contact with home, - .
There was a trip to Africa in March.
" “Guess what? On my whole trip, you
provided the transportation and commu-
nications ... I thank you,” Clinton said.

Last month, it was a trip to Chile
“Guess what? You provided my communi-
cations and transportation and I thank
vou.”

And there is an upcoming European
trip.

“You're.going to provide my trans-
portation and communication and 1
thank you,” he sdid.

S0 what's all this transportation and
communication equipment? Some of it’s
a secret. But then, there’s the president's
limo. the hehcopter — the stuff that
keeps him moving.

“He keeps us pretty busy,” Master Sgt.
Mihok said.

It was a big day for the Mihok chil-

dren, too. Tim, 14, got to shake the presi-
dent realizes the sacrifi¢é military fami-— dent's-hand-

“He looked like he does on telewsxon

_the youngster said. “I thought his hands

would be hot but they were cold.”

And there was the big moment for the
220 -members of the Dover High School
Band, who Clinton praised for théir en-
thusiasm,

He turned serious as he talked about
his tour of a C-5 and the important role

__cargo bases such as Dover play in times

The News JoumalFRED COMEGYS
A Dover. A1r Force Base honor guard silently leaves Air Force One in the pouring rain
Friday after the president’s departure. Clinton toured a C-5 transport jet at the base.

than ever.” he said. “We need vou more

than ever. ... Here at Dover, vou are lead-
ing the wav. ... When vour joints ache
from loading pallets ... when you fly all
night ... when vou're too far from home
and you wonder sometimes what vou're
doing it all for. please remember, in ways

]arwe and small. you are making a huge

of conflict and With Kumanitarian- ald“"dlff'erence-m makmo the. world_a_ better

“Qur leadership is more importaat

place for the children it this room today.



West Dover students given an opportumty to meet the president

By DelantaC Ford jﬁ)‘) & qg

Staﬁ wriler ‘)/

DOVER  — Dover High School Band
members are not the only students who
will have the once in a lifetime experience
of seeing the president in real lifc.

Kindergartners from West” Dover Ele-
mentary School who had a scheduled trip
to the Dover Air Force Base Museum were

invited to come to the base after all-so-

they will have the opportunity to greet and
meet the president. according to Maj. Kirk

. E. Faryniasz, Dover Air Force Base public

affairs officer.

He said the kindergartners’ tour. which
the base received requests for. four weeks
ago. was not cancelled but had been post-
poned until May 13, and Lhat the base
would “bend over backward” to accom-
modate the children.

“"We were originally told it would be 100

percent military identification checks at the
gate and none of these children would have
those. so then we rescheduled them for
the 13th of May.” Maj. Faryniasz said. He
said he hopes nothing will interfere with

‘that rescheduled date like anomcr presi-

dential visit.

Maj. Faryniasz said the children have
been invited to the base and will be in the
“big hanger. where the president will be

.spcaking to the base folks.”

While the kindergartners have their
ordefs to be at the base by noon. West
Dover Elementary School third graders in

- Michelle Ross™ and Latende Henry's class -

will be walking at 12:30 pm. to Legts]a-

~tive Mall to sce the president.

Central Middle School students in a men-
toring program will not be left out of the
action either as guidance counselor. Bessie
Lewis. and associate principal. Phyllise
Wilkins-Church, have arranged for eight to

10 students to go on a journey in hopes
of seeing the president. while learning the
significance of what goes on in Legislative
Hall. what affiliation does President Clin-
ton have with Dover Air Force Base and
learning about other jobs. including what
a Secret Service agent does.

“This will be an important. adventure.
We are trying to expose our children to
anything educational and cultural in and
around the city of Dover. Those activities
are important to their educational suc-
cess,” said Ms. Wilkins-Church. who has
becn in education for over 30 years.

She said ‘the school has walking per-

‘mission slips for students just in case an

important event comes up like a wsnl from
the president.

“Wc're. out and about quite a bit,”
Wilkins-Church said, adding that ¢hildremn's
learning success enhances when they have
such opportunities to meel the president.

Ms,"

go o cultural concerts. plays. college func-
tions. o

"They will sec. someone like the presi-
dent and realize that this is a real l ve per-
son.” she said.

_Dover High School Principal Joseph
DeFelice announced (o his student body
Thursday that they could be dismissed to
see the president at Legislative Mall if they

. tirned in notes from their parents during
homeroom:

Although he said he ‘would like the
opportunity 10 sce the president himself,
he said as long as some of his students
have the chance. he is satisfied.

“If 1 get to see the presidentfine, if 1~
don't get to see him. then thals fine too.
as long as my kids arc there. 1 would hate
for them to miss this -once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.” Dr. DeFelice said.

Delarita C. Ford can be reached at

741-8233 or rita@newszap.com.
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?5 By MOLLY MURRAY
?’ Stafi reporter

Thev waved their American flags. They danced to the beat
of the Dover High School Band. They fidgeted, squirmed and
fidgeted some more.

For the 5- and 6-year-oclds from West Dover Elementary
School, the wait to see President Clinton scemed to span a Jife-
time.

Four hours after they settled in at a hangar at Dover Air
Force Base, “the boss of the country™ arrived.

Six-year-old Brittany Brokenbrough's reaction: “I'm hun-
gry. ... Do you think they have any cookies left?”

Monigue Montague, 6, was
THe Kips impressed.

“He didn’t look like the
man on TV,” she said. “He
looked cute. ... He's so cute, I

“ s 1 could kiss him”
He didn’t look like o3} children, like hundreds
the man on TV. of othér people, had hoped for

a close-up look at Clinton and

-He looked cute a chance to shake his hand.
L Their teachers and princi-
He’s socute, | pal scrambled to get the

. R youngsters to the event, call-
COL}Id k]SS hln]_” ing parents throughout
Thursday evening to secure
permission slips and running
Monique Montague, 6, 10 every store in Dover to buy

of West Dover tiny Am(?rica;)n f'lags£ Thely
even made a banner to wel-
Elementary School come Clinton to Dover.

Once the speeches were
over, the children began
chanting: “We want the president! We want the president!”

For a while, it appeared they would be disappointed.

Clinton shook hands with hundreds of people and spent

about a_half-hour_moving among_the crowd._But_the West_.

Daver kindergartners were not among them. Most of the chil-
dren couldn’t even see over the security barriers.
Then Gov. Carper, noticing the sea of tiny hands waving
above the barricade, walked overto greet the youngsters.
Clinton, meanwhile, started in the direction of his car. He
signed some autographs. then, prompted by Carper, noticed

4the children.

In an instant, he was there, shaking hands for another 10
minutes.

“This is it, bov. I tell you,” said Principal Cecil Wilson.
“Good things corae to those that wait.”

<

b

5
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Wgst Dover Elementary School Principal Cecil Wilson lifts kindergartner Jeremiah Smith so he can see President
Clinton arriving Friday at a hangar at Dover Air Force Base. Wilson brought students and teachers to see Clinton.



By Delarita C. Ford
Staff writer DS /‘JJ”:. {2-28

DOVER — It was music to their ears
¢, for band members of Dover High
~' .School when they heard Wednesday

" .afternoon that they will be perform-
ing for the president.

“The kids are thrilled.” said Joseph
DeFelice. Dover High School principal.
who said he received a phone call from
one of President Clinton's staff 4 p.m.
Tuesday.

He said when asked if the Dowver
High School Band. made up of over
200 students including thosc in the
“jazz ensemble and other performers.

~would be able lo play for the presi-
dent Friday, he replied “If there’s any
way we can do it we will.”

After that conversation, Dr. DeFelice
-said he had to rearrange student
schedules, arrange bag lunches for the
band members o eat on thc way to
Dover Air Force Base. and tell stu-
dents to make sure it was okay with
their parents sinee there was not

enough time o do formal permission

. slips. .

"It was exciting talking to the guy
who goes ahead and makes plans for
the president,” Dr. DeFelice said. “This
is exciting, it is really exciting.”

performs for president

Dr. DeFelice said the students will
send their band equipmcent. to Dover
Air Force Base before they arrive so
it can be inspeeted so it does not slow
down the security process when they
go through thetr check. He said the
band will have to entertain dignitaries
an hour and a hall before the Presi-
dent arrives. ’

“They could have gotten a'lot of dif-

ferent bands. it makes us feel kind of -

proud.” Mr. DeFelice said,

Dr. James Hammond. Capital
Schooi District superintendent. said
the band was most likely recom-
mended 1o perform for the President
because of its reputation.

“IU's the best band in the state of
Delaware and it has a verv [ine repu-
tation for excellence and quality,”*Dr.
Hammond said.

Although it may have been the first
tume current band members have plaved

for the president, it is niot the first time -

for Dover High School Band instructor
David C. Delong He had the opportuni-
tv 10 lead former band members over six
years ago when they plaved for former
president George Bush.

“You are in for an experience you will
not forget. 1 have been fortunate 1o see
and do this before.” Mr. Delong said.
before a White House official arrived in

the band room io hear the band prac-
tice. .

Dr. DeFelice said the band is keeping
up its reputadon for playing for presi-

‘dents and has had the opportunity (o

play for two consecutive presidents.

“That is a pretty good start. We're aim-
ing for 10, Dr. DeFelice said.

Mr. Delong told students the experi-
ence would be new for them and let them
know what they should expect and what
was expected of them Thursday after-
noon while praclicing.

"I wanit all of vou to understand what
a privilege and honor this will be. Twen-
tv. 30 and 40 years from now it will be
an incredible thing to say that you played
for the president,” Mr. Delong said to the
band of over 200 members including a
jazz ensemble. dancers. a pom-pom and
flag sguad.

Mr. Delong told the students they will
be representing not only the band, but
the school. the community, and the state's
capital. After the band practiced some
peppy. upbeat tunes such as Jungle Boo-
gie and Respect, the mstructor gave them
another pep talk. -

“We were selected to do this. We have
an incredible opportunity for this school,
this community and believe me we are
going 10 make the most of I.” Mr. Delong
said.

Staff photo/Linda Laird

President Clinton greets members of the Dover High School band.

“Ever since | heard this 3 p.m. Wednes-
day. I have been very tense, on edge. i
have seen a lot of bands on television
play for things like this and some were
not very impressive. That is not going to
be us," Mr. Delong said.

He reminded band members to be in
complete uniform, which included hav-
ing black socks, black shoes, a white T
shirtunderneath, "no substitutes.” He said
the band will be under scrutiny and will
be watched on every television station

from “litde ones in Salisbury (o Philadel-
phia (o nationally on CNN.”

“This is an awesome thing to repre-
sent our school district and the capital
of our state, Thal is so important toc me
because [ care about vou, our school and
our district and in the next 12 hours you
really need to prepare yoursell to be the
kind of representative you want....” Mr.
Delong said.

Delaritn Ford can be reached a!

741-8233 or at rita@newseap.com.
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@ tunes up

" By Delarita C. Ford
" Staff writer ) SN
" DOVER — 7The Dover High
School Band is continuing a lega-
ey for performing for presidents
and! has a reputation to uphold.
Although 1t may be the first time
“current’” band  members have
played for the president, [Uis not
the first thne for Dover High
School Band instructor David C.
Delong, He had the opportunity
‘1o lead former band members
over six years ago when -they
" played - for  former  president
George Bushl )
“You arc in for an experience
you will not forget. 1 have ‘been
" fortunate to see and do this

“before,” Mr, Delong sald, before a
" White House offictal arrived in the

- band-room to hear the band prac-
“lice, .
Dr. Jéseph Defelice sald the
band is keeping up its reputation
for playing for presidents and has
“had the opportlunity to play for
~1wo conseculive presidents,
T “That is a preuly good start.
‘We're aiming for 10" Dr. Delelice
“said.
¢ Mr Delong told students the
expericnce would be new for them
add ict them know what they
should expect and ‘what  was
expected of them Thursday afler-
noon while practicing :
“I want all of you lo understand
T owhat a privilege and honor this
~will be, Twenly, 30 and 40 years
from now it will be an incredible
 thing o say that you played for
_ the president,” Mr. Delong said to
“the boaad of over 200 members
including a jazz cnsemble,
dancers, a pom-pom and  flag
2 squad,
“t Mr Delong told the students
- they will be representing not only

“ the band, bul the school, the com- |

munity, and the stale's capital.
“After the band practiced some
- peppy. upbeat tunes such’as Jun-
-gle DBoogle and Respeel. the
" nstructor gave them another pep
' talk.
T "We were sclected to do this.
" We: have an iucredible opportuni-

ty for this school, this communi- .

cty and believe me we are golng (o
¢ make the most of 1" Mr. Delong
. said. '
“Ever since { heard this 3 p.m.
Wednesday. | have been very tense,
- on edge. T have scen a ot of bands
on’lelevision play for things like
this and some were nol very

' Above,

- Stall photos/dohn King
Beck McCall,
Jessica Gilreath and
Stephanie Manzi warm up

faor the Dover High School

band performance for the
president. Right, David C.
Delongdirects the band.

impressive. Thal is not going (o
Be us,” Me Delong sald.

He retuinded band embers (o
be in complete uniform, which
included  having  bluck  socks,
black shoes, a white 1=shirt under-
neath, “no substitules, He said the
band will be under scrutiny and
will be walched on cvery televi-
sion station from “little ones in
Salisbury o
nationadly oti CNN..

“This is an awesoine thing (o
represent our school district and
the capltal of our state. That is
s0 Unportant W me because | care
aboul you. owr school and our
district and in the next 12 hours
you really need to prepare your-
sclf to be the kind of representa-
tive you want....” Mr. Delong said.

In between taking breaths and
blowing into wind inslruments.,
students expressed (heir cexcile-
ment of being able o play “Hail
to the Chicll” and “Ruffles and
Flourishes™ for the connnander-
in-chiel and other dignitaries.

“This is very exclling because
it's a first Lime opportunity for a
lol of peopie. Not many people
had the opporiunity (o play for
the president,” said 1lth-grader
Angela Carter.

9\‘ '
it

Philadelphia o |

Jamie Goodmiun, a suxophone
playcr and band sceretary. and
Lorrell Ayers, 11-graders.
they were honored o have the
expericnec. ’

“This witl be a great expericnee
for the Dover High School Bund
and an opportunily for us to rep-
resent Dover High School,” Lor-

Trell said. . :
After Mike Frazier, a While

House official, reiterated the sccu-
rity process for the students and
their instruments, he cncouraged
theni (o "play their hearls out.”
“On behalf of the White House
and the president of the United
Stales, 1 am happy you are play-

sald -

. oL .
ing for us. We hear you have a

. reaily good record in terms of your

performance throughout the state
and other venues,” Mr. Frazier
said. "Play your hicarts oul and
allerward come oul of the bleach-
[ a:nd try to shake the presi-
Gent's hund, He would like tomeet
as many of you as possible.”

! Delarita C. Ford can be
reached at 741-8233 or

rita@newszap.com.
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The Pres

Caitlin Hogeboon, 5, talks to President Clinton after his speech at the Dover Air Force Base. Pupils from West Dover Elementary waited hours to meet Clinton.




Left, President Clinton
speaks to the gathering at
Legisiative Hall. Above,
Dover High School band
members, from left, Jessica
Ball, 15; Kira Gordon, 15;
Kristin Wheatley, 16; Becky
McCall, 14; and Brian hollar,

ing the president, Right,

Dover Air Force Base holds
his 2-year-old daughter
Sydney so she can wave her
flag for the president. Below
teft, Sen. Patricia M. Blevins
ties her son John's tie
before the president arrives.
Below right, Secretary of
Defense William Cohen and

ten to the president's
speechatthe base.

Staff photoflinda Laird

18; are psych’ed after meet-.

Capt. Erik Sant, a pilot at.

Gov. Thomas R. Carper lis- .

Stalf photo/dohn King




Stalt photoftinda Laird

DSy S-7-98

Left, President Clinton enters Dover Air Force Base,
Above, Dover High School Band member Angela Smith, 15;
LadyJohnson,16; and Miranda Coverdale, 15. .
Right, the president shakes hands with students from West
Dover Elementary School. ¢

Sialf photo/Linda Laird

Gpeical o the State News/Tech Sqt. Don Perrie




Stalt photos/Linda Laird
Above, the Dover High
School band plays for the
crowd and' the president,
Right, Tyler Wall, 6, and Scolt
Qdgen, 6, wait for President
Clinton to come so they can
give him the hat from their

class at. West Dover
Elementary. :
¢

o
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withthe crowd,
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Charles
Langloss, 11, Ben Materna, 13, and Jessica
Langloss, 14, entertain themselves while wait-
ing for the president to arrive at the base.
Below right. ) ’

the president salutes the
crowd at the base, ~ -

Siaft photos/Linda Laird

- Left, ~President—Clinton
greets Dover Air Force Base
personnel and West Dover
Elementary school kinder-
gartners at Dover Air Force
Base on Friday.



the base Honor Guard read-
ies for the president’s
departure.

DS

SAA-TE

Rainia
tlin
Sheath, 6, and Ca
Hodg’et;oon. 5, of West‘
Dover Elementary Schoo
strain to see the president
over the crowd.

Statf photos/Linda Laird
Left, West Dover Elementary
Schoo! students wave their
flags and chant “We want the
president.”
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‘ %::alatou say tbay will cam;deﬂu nd;u-hna the num

: thmateaclthesmtescoatfwthwnchoolmnnge v
from $350,000 to $481,000, which sverms to us a very small

investment for a much laxgar payoﬁ‘ in hu.mnn temw as
el ae dnllnrs, . ‘ .

mvéshnent P

- m young peopls whose families could -

S Aosdemic e v ot unhm&tdlq L them .

, ..muumus oni to schoal. - e adm'"'
:'mum mz&aumhwm p

more important — < &

.3027397718

diwpaired of ever anjoying an'at.; - R
’ mcﬁvacmwholett.hdrmdanhdeorwmdmu we o) BT

Mtaxtm the lux-d wmkmg. nuouhly mfeu:gi i
udmdon aince the days '
family

To qualify, young peoplawouldhavetotahconeg;

the' maximum income figures prove too m&:ctmé, o

y lite (8 ndha‘
(n&) nmr

dn::\:‘l‘t::: &o‘ gﬂmtwon tnz- :

m"‘

Without cantachnz e Tos

. News Jowrnal editorial writers

concluded thati I introduced
Yevian RV dﬂr to suopart
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. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR MGHER EDUCATION

SPONSOR; Sens, McDowell,
Blevins, Henry, Marshall

& Sokola; Reps.

Buckworth, Diliberto.

DiPimo, Fallon, & Swne
DELAWARE STATE SENATE

139TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE sussure~o.__ 1 MAY 8

10

SENATE BILL NO. 18 - |
AN aCT TO AMEND TITLE 14 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO

BE [T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
DELAWARE: !

Sectiop 1. Amand Chapter 34, Tide 18 of the Delaware Code by adding Lhercw[ a
new subchagter. designated as Subchapter X, which new subchapter thall read as follows:

“SUBCHAPTER X TH£ DELAWARE HIGHER EDUCATION ACCESS A(?T
§3491. Purmpase , i -

Thare is bereby created the Delaware Higher Education Access Program. Undiu
this subchapter, q@iftﬂd. college-bound m resident studenks are relieved ofth: bu:den‘
of paying md:rgndwn tuitioo a8 the Unjversity of Delaware, Delaware State Umvmity,
and Delaware Technical and Cemny College ptevnded that these students meet !he

criteria set forth in Gis Act mxd are pwsuing studies leading to an asaociate| or

baccalaureate dcg:ee Students who qualify under this Act shall not have to uep.y :hz
State of Delawars because it is ds: loxent and parpoxe of 1be Delaware General Aumhly.

trough this subchapier, o help ersure um Dejaware studcuts sty ig high s:booi. excel

1of8 |
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24

25

26

»

3

39

40

al

1
‘ ‘ i
academnically, and have better access fo higher education regadless of @ family's ﬂmnciull
circumstances and tharefore payments under this Progrom shall be grants, not leans.

33492 DQgfinitions

' , !
The following words, terms and phrases. when wed in this Act, shall have !}11:
i

meaning ascribed to them except where the ¢oniexi &;.l:arly indicates a different meming; ‘

(4) "Commission” shall mean the Delaware Higher Education Commission.

(b} ‘Family’ for an unernancipgted applicem shall mean thc applicant, uime
appiimt’é parents or legal guardian, and otﬁer Ehildm unider the age of rwenty-one Iiuf
the applicant’s parents or legal guardian, The term ‘familv” for an crancipated applicant
shall mc;n the applicant, an applicant’s spouse and any children under the age of twenty-

H

one of tie applicant and spouss.

i
| |
§3493. Adminiatation | |
. . (u) This Wr shall be administcred by the V('.omm.issinn, f
(b) The Commission shall adopt mueh rules and regulstions u i deems mwéry
and proper to the administration of this subchapter, f
() The Commission shall asnually report o the General Asscmbly of the Sx;utc
the names of those stiudents enrolied in the Delaware MHigher Edumién Access h-og-'am

and the tot] amour of expenditures mads under this subchapter. l

H

§3494. Eligibility | |

To be eligible 10 panicipate in the Delaware Higher Education Access Program
, A . , i
and to qualify for a grant 10 pay tuition hy the State of Delawarce over and above cwﬁcm

higher education funding pursuant w this subchapter for the first semester or other

scademic wut of posi-secondary ewcliment, ecither at the University of Delaw;ase,

Delaware State Univergity or the Delawwre Technical and Community College, a mu:iem

shall meez all of the following: | f
(a) A student Shall be cligible for such grant who satisfies the Delawars maidcimy
requirements set forth in §3404(c) of thiy titlke. For purposes of (Ais Progmm and of

§3404(c), @ parent or guardian of a srudent under 18 or dependent on parental ﬁntloint

" suppant shall satis(y the residoncy requirement relating to voting if such person is

208
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42

43

1

a5

53

57

58

59

&1
&2

6

&

67

69

" math, science, social studiex, Enykmuﬂfuﬁgnw'uembmbyﬁuSw

. in the following courses shall be suffcien for eligibility:

disqualificd from voting in Delaware solely because such -person has committed ja
disqualifying crimina| offense.. - A
{b) The srudent shall not have been convicted of any c_r'ime and no crimiml

proceedings shall be pending sgainst the studeot, other than misdeorancr taffic

viglations, and the student and his or her parent or legal quardian shall certify such fact.
() A student shall have demonswated financial need to- be eligible for the

Program as follows:

(1) An spplicant shall be found o be in financial need if the family bas
one child under the age of twenty-ane and the family’s nw year average annual adjux{nd
gross income. for the two years prior o i srudent paricipeting in tbe Delaware Highes
Sdudtim Access Program, is less ﬂm‘ furythommd dollars (QO.D@)‘ plus llllve

thousand dollars for each additional child iz the family under the age of twenty«one. This

A higure stall be adj'umd yearly by a perceniage of the change equal to the change, ifan‘y,'

' in the Consumer Price [ndex for ibe: provious twelve months ending o March 30 ot‘cvi:q

. , |
yenr. The two-year avernge anaual adjusted poss incame of o family shall b wnﬁed! by
the Higber Educaton Commission. - -

(4) A swadent shall have scsessfully compleied the stafe requirements for high

school graduation in a ﬂm soflege preparatory core cumriculum in Ge !ubjs:u's of
. , |

|

Board ai’tdxaﬁon end as promulgated in the Hardbook for K-12 education spe:iﬁully

|

formﬁrmmuinﬁchswihmﬁgmmmmrq\ﬁnd for high schoel

: . f
graduation, The Commussion shall inforrs students and parents of the curriculum

requirernents for the Program in its outreach efforts pursuan 1o §3498 hereof. Unidl sueh -

time as the States Boand spexifies a specific cumriculum for the Program tied t the State’s

 Academnic Coment Sundards, 8 turriculum including st !um seventeen aod ong-lwf\xlnx'u

© (1) English ), IL JIL. TV (fowr wnits);
(2) Algebra 1 and Il (twe wmits);

Jofs
§SD : HBM . SGM
7978_2
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(B)A Osomeuy. Trigonometry, Calculus, or comparsble Adv;nwd s
Mathematics {one wnit); ‘
@ Biolog& goné unit); A
(S) Chemistry (one unit);
(6) Earth Science, Enviroamental Sclence, Physical Science, Biology I1,
Chemistry 1, o Physics (aoe unft), ‘
(7) American History (one uait); ‘
(8) World HM;,Wo;l'd Cultwes, Westem Civilizadon, or World
Gmwhy (ore unht);
® Civics ardox Ecamomics (ore it
{10) Fine Arts Survey (one uah or substitute two units of performance
| courses in music, dancr, w&ﬁiﬂ.« sybstinaz two units of studio ant A
coumns)
. (11) Foreign Langusgs (fwo units in » single langusge);
(12) Computer Science, Computer Literacy, or Dats Processing (one
unit):

(13) Electives from one of the above {one unit).

(¢) A smdent shall, cffective upon the implementation of the relevant asscsuments
in the Delaware State Testing Progrm. have demanswrated a Jevel of performance and |

&xnw!eﬁgc which meets o cxceedy the Soe Cmuzm Standards for high mhooi students
in the core cf.mculum ueu (10h grade standards in English langulge m nnd

MmﬂlzmmMmmmmwdumm '
() A sndem shall (i) have gmuxul ﬁomanthmhshml Wity 3

minimum cumulative grade point aversge of 1.0 on & 4.0 saale, not comnting honar

points, for all work aﬁ:hpxed m'm nine Sugugh reelve or (i) have graduated Gom a |

Delaware high school with » minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0

seale. not cowrdnag, honor pointa, for work sticopted in grades pine xhrough twelve and is

&uﬁng&zmmgh:m»m“am.mmamofé‘
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138
139
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141

145
146
147
148
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150
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152
153
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§3496. Mainuining Eligihill

(3} To mainuin continued sase pryracnt of tuition once envolled at e University,

bas subsanbdly inproved sce eiigib"xiiq was dewrmined, or that

(2) A gram recipica receiving other financial assistance specifically
designated for fuiﬁon end other regularly nssessed fees shall recoive o
grant cquat to the bdané of tuitiori.

(3) A grant recipient’s eligibility for assistance from the Swic's need-

based grant program shail be reduced by any aznoust reseived from this

Program,
(8) I, us a result of applying for federn! and suate smd:q: finagcial @id, or

thwrough other meany, it becomes ypparent that & recipient’s financiel status

doliberate fraud was ip‘olvud in the applicabion process, ibe meﬁ:iasion

may cocvaluate tbe mdpi:m‘s eligibility for grant assistance, and may

withdraw 8 grant eward,

{
|

of Delaware. Delawers Staie Universiry, or Delaware Technical and Cormmunity College;

the studens shall meet all of the following: - . !
i

79782

SD ; KBM : SGM

(1) Make steady scademic progress toward an amsociute or baccalanreate
m,mgwlwmmmhminimwnsmbgcrhnmofqﬁt I
required for full time standing i each scademic period. |
@) Mﬁn&hmmﬂnﬁQi for not less than two semesters in [
mhwvemnkyw.w&mtdmnwpdm for cause by |
the Commission.

(3) Have a camulative grde polnt average of at least 2.5 cakculated o0 8 |
A.Onleatbeadofhcﬁrn&deﬁcywdwmmﬁ
v cumulative grade point average. The Higher Education Commission |
may grani exceptions epon appesl.
(4) The suxdent and famnily shall certify that the student has ao criminal |

record in any jurisdiction, not including misdemeanor traffic violations,
“and is not under the probation of any cowt of law v any jurisdiction,

6of8-
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i
(b) Grants made dy the Delaware Higher Educatwn Acoess Program shall not|be
I
the

| allowed for courses of orhzr msz seccnduy units repested, taken in excess of the

requirements for ccmptcuan af an associate or baccalaureas deguje. or 1aken more than
five (5) years afler the student’s first semester of past-secondary unmiirfxenL ' [
‘ () ;Nahing in this Ast shlll be caw 10 prevent 2 studént from mfen}'iqs
between Delaware iastitutions of higher education after the student has besn &m{:lcd
into the Delaware Higher Educwm Access Program. ‘. .}
§2497. Disbursement ' ;

(a) Fund: avarded from this program shall be disbursed on a aunm by
serpester basis u;pa meipt of enreltment verification frora the educational msumnmlx

(t) No disburesmeni oo dehalf of an individual m:ldem., parsuant ' this
w«,@;mwmummwbymmx |
§3498. Adsitinnal Cozamission Respeiibilisics | B

(s) The Commission shall dévclop. promote, and coondinate a N&, awﬂanxs

_progrum © inform studeras apd parents of the Delsware wgm.&m&bni}m

Progran. Each school yea, every third grade snudent and every fifh dveugh telfh
srade mdmt in tbe Stse shall be informe, togetber with te snuden's purent of legal
MmofdncwﬁéulmudeemawemW@hm{dmﬁ
opporeuniy for sccess to higher education wunder the Delaware Higher Education hocess

(b) The Commission chall easure that every ool district dasmaz teast one
Delawsre Higher Edueation Ams Program cotiacx person, who sba!l be aﬂxer a
counselor o teacher, ut each high school site 10 us Ste.” I

' Section 2. The Delaware Higher EdmmAmmm shanheava:{ableto
students xmmedmelv fbllamn:wm un-mcnt , o {

This Act crestes tbe Deloware Higher Education Acecss Program,  The goal of
this At 13 1o encoursge Delrware students lo stay in school, exoel scadersically, and have
sccess (o higher eduation rogardiess of 8 family's finaccia) circumstances.  This
substinne (1) makes. the bill subjazt 1 annual sppropriaions; (2) ralses academlc,

standards required for eliglbility: (3) ties the bill o the State’s initiative 1o raise academtc
wtandards ard ctrengthen state nssexsrvumiy of srudent perfarmance by requiring mden's
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! to pass apy required
: requiretnesd copFisient wi

[funding, gives priorify to qualifying students with the
dency requirement and other eligibility provisions to avoid i
:

strengibens the Delaware res
unintended or unfait consequUEnces.

SD: HBM : SGM
19782

sate assessment to be cligible; (4)
th the Stale’s education reform; (5) in the event of limiwed

makey the agricuum

ghest academic achisvement: {6) |

Author; Sen, McDowell
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