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. -. TEACHER EVA~UATION IN ARKANSAS 

TEACHER TESTING 

Before 1977,:only one state, r Carolina required hers to 

pass some type ~f'certification examination. As of October 1983, 

30 states reported having some type of testing program for achers. 

In 1983 Arkansas became the first stete in i.:he nation to require 

the testing of inser-vice teachers. The Arkansas Law requires certified 

persons to pass a basic skills test in reading, writing and mathematics. 

It also requires ce~tified persons to make a passing score on the 

National Teachers: Examination or take six hours of se~ior or graduate 

level coursework :in the area of certification end obtain' at least a 

"B" average. The deadline for both the basic sk.ills requirement and 
; 

the National Teachers Examination requirement 15 July 1, 1987. 

The Arkansas Test,. the Arkansas Educational ills Assessment, 

wa~ developed by the Arkansas Department of Education with the assistance 

of Instructional Objectives Exthtl[1ge of Culver City, California. The 

. test is a criterion-referenc~d test ,which 0l1o~~ e~ nees to effectively 

prepare in advance of testing and to be re'mediated if they fail in their 

initia1 attempt to pass the test. The sub-sk ill s on the test are: 

'" READING WRITING ' MATHEMA,TICS 

Main Idea Legi'bility Applied Computation 
Details , Spellin9 Number Concepts 

Facts and Opinions Captilization Graphs and Tables 
Reference Usage Punctuation Measurement 

Professional Vocabulary Sentence Formation 
Word Usage 


Organi zation 


A key feature of 'the test development proc~ss .wa.s thE: involvement 

i 

of Arkansas e'ducators. First, a broadly representative corrrnittee of 

36 Arkansas teachers and administrators w,as as led to: (1) assist 

in the determina~ioD of skills to be assessed, (2) review proposed 

- 1 ­
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test specifications to be used in generating the test items th~t 


w6uld measure eac~ skill, and (3) review the actual test items 


generated according to the committee - approved specific~ti6ns. 


Representatives of ,the state teacher association were invited to' 


serve as observer~ fo~ most of the~e activities. 


later, 228 Arkansas educators reviewed the content of the test 


items in a statewide 'item review. These educators also recommended 

, , 

passing standardsifor read-ing, writing and Illathernatics sect-ions of the 

test. 

A separate bias review committee of seven members (six of whom, 

were black) reviewed all test items in an effort to identify any items , 

which might be biased on the basis of ethnicity or gender. 


In addition, nearly 500 randomly selected Arkansas educators 


participated in a,field-testof the potential'test items. 


Arkansas educators were made a'ilare of the sk ill s to be measured 


by the test through the st~tels distribution of detailed descriptions 


of the skills in a test brochure. The State also conducted regional 


workshops to present the skills to area representatives of schodl 


districts. 


The test construction process took nine months and on March 23, 


1985, the test was administered for the first.time., During the first 


administration 25,077 certified persons took the test. To date 


33~694 certified persons have been tested, Failure rates have been 


calculated for the first 28,000 examinees. Approximately 10% of 


those taking the ~est failed to meet the ~uali~jing score o~ 70X. 

, 

The state now plans to administer the test four times before the 


cut-off date. 


Those who failed to make the qualifying score have been provided 


- ,') ­



o 

with study guides ·by the State. The State has also conducted reme­

diation sessions on ed~cational television. 

tEACHER EVALUATION 

'In addition to the testing program the state, is now in the process 

of adopting ~ ~tate Teacher Evaluation Model to be the ~equired evalua­

tioR program in all schoo)s in the state. In 1983. the Governor appointed, 

twenty-one educators and parents to the acher Education, Certification 

and Evaluation Committee. This committee was created by state statute 

and 'has the responsibility of making recommendations to the State Board 

of Education"­

The Evaluatiqri Model that has peen developed by. this committee is 

scheduled to be in place during the 1986-87 school year. It is a 
, 

performancebased\ program including three components: (1) check lists 

with descriptors and indicators, (2) clinical superv,ision, and 

,(3) goal setting~ 

I 
I 

- 3 ­
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! 

1) How many ~each~rs took and passed 

(took) 37,326 .". 

(passed) 33,943 - 91% 

thet~s~1 

2) How many failed, then passed? 

(failed then passed) 2,029 - 60% 

3)·lIow many never :passed7. 

1,354 - 3.6% 

4) How many left teaching aftat failure 
. -, . .~ 

Of the 1i354 whone~er passed the 

or without taking the te.t7 
' 

~est1,073 (79.2%) were 
teaching during the 1~86-B5.schoQl year. ~he foliowing is 
8 breakdown of the 1,354 who never 
year their certificate expires: 

I Prior 

-

to 198) 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

passed the .test and the 

37 


51 


54 


272 


154 


148 


153 


45 

l5 '1 
I 

66 ,I 
30 

I 
1,071 

Not on certi- I 
fication file 244 

1,315 , 

lhe following is e. breakdown of the remaining 39* who never. I 
passed the test: I 

1995 11 I 

1"996, 16 

19~Z 12 
39* . 
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..... 	 ACT;; :10 ',ljb~ 

St8tc of A~knn9a8 \~
75th 	Ccncral Assembly A 8iB 
Rtgular Session, 1985 nOUSE: BILL 511 

By: kcprescntativcs M.:Ihony. (abC', fl;wagin,' Shove:-, OsterIo1., [>i:Jrkctson, IJnd 

Uilson . 

;"S 	EllC!WSSl:D 2/6/85 
For An Act To Be ErHiHp.d 

1 -AN ACT 'TO r~r;ShCT ACT 75 orn:.: n(~ST EXTR.,\OIWINA:\Y SESSlO:-1. 
\ 

" 

2 0,,' 198,~ AND l:Xn:ND ITS PROVTS)ONS TO AU ?1~R:::ONS EULDlt\G 


3 Q:;RTXfICATESR£QUIRED BY UI-i fOR :.",:'if'LOYtiE.!U IN TilE PU~Lrc 


SCI:OOLS Or~ ARKA:~SAS;: A1~D FOR OTiilRPlJRl'OSES.­

5 

6 BE IT E!I:'ACTEj) BY ;l"'ri!!: GEriER.t..L ASSerR1.Y 0: TilE STAT:; OF 1l..Rl\Al'ISAS; 


7 


8 SEC1'Icr~ 1. ,The Stat;cBoard of Education is hereby authorized, and 


9 diroctcd to est.:lblish. and ,ltni>lcrnenc a ccrt!.~f~d porsonnel testing prograc. 

10 
i11 SECTl (I:' 7.. ! (a) Dur! nc the 193 /,-85 sc'l1001 yc.:n· t certified pers~nnel I 

12 coploycd by pn'!Jlic schools of thi!:: S~d((', :-,11 :_hdc';:go test1ne;.o£ l:h.::i'c f~nd-, 
lion~l a'ci"Idc:.llc:skillr:; incl'uding, 0<)( 'flO~' lirr:.i.ceo, to. re.::.d1ng~ vritir.gand I 

, 	 , , , I 

14 	 m<:;:;'hcmar:lcs., The te£ts'shell 'be design<ltcd t ad"pted' or developed by the SC3.CC 
"! ' 	 , 

15 	 Go~rd of Eciucat1o~ and validated by the Scate Board of Education for eva­

r::C:'.lc~tf(;~ !>h;:;.ll pr('!,;crlh(-",chc cXP.f.:ctc(j:lr:\'el of perfor!'J;\OCC on such tes::s.' 

(b) 	 Ce:.t,ificd pcrsol1(lel IJho:;c pe::-(onJ(lr.c':: on such funcUi:-mal acad~Qic: 

ski 115 test i:; b~lo~.. the expected 1cvcl of ;>er f onuance as csta blishE:1 t-y r~~u-
," I. 

l~tlon of th~ Stnte Eoard of Education shall he required to u~dcr80 remedial 

actIon to o~(;rco~e such defl~lency. Remedial action ~h31! be: ' I ~ 
(1) p3rticip3t1on in ,",\ di$cricc':"$p~nso;cd <:tr.ployee, ~rofic1cncy ~ ~ 

. 	 . L~~~ 
il:".l?rOVel~ent pro;:;ra:!J; 0. " ' 	 ,\~..:::;. 

(1i) ~.1Loll1ne in course: ,,'o~'k :in .H1 institution of 	hl~h(:r educar:~ //i'.\ 
, I"~ 

to ovcrcorne skUl dc[fcicnc1~s prior. to re«~st:ine. Certi(iccl p<:rsonnc!l' :., ''t.... 
, /i ~~'" 

fa1111\i: to fcld<,.vc t~ercqp1rd lev'clof performance ,on the, f!Jnc:t1onai~\ ~~. 
" I t:-\ '\.).

ac;.,dcc!c sr:il!s (cst s:lall h.:: rcqu1 r«d (0 Imd~rbo, fur-c.hor, te:s.t;i ~i:.. nl tr~.;.!~ 

end 	of on".! yC'iJr. Or Sooner, if "ltch pc-rco!) fill's :\ n:'L\JC!sl: thc;·ci.or ~n, U 

lSoafo of F.d<.lcni:! (;;1 if, not e:-ropl \>}'c:J. 

J 
i~· ' -
Ie;·, 

j mb31J 
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IH.B. I 
I 
I 

1 cc) Cert1f!ed pe~Gonnel p8e~1ng (he funcCional 3cademic sktlls tesrs 

2 shall be conl'ldcred proficient: in funcc lonal.. academic skills and shall not be 

required to underio further testing for functional ~cademic ~kills I3 

4 proficiency. 
I 

5 (d) No certified personnel ;;l\a11 be rl1smissC'd ~ithin one yea.r Slolely tor 

!6 failure to score satisf~ctorl1y on the functional academic sKills tests 
I 

1 required 1n this Sect 1'on. but shall be r,1 ven an opportllni ty to overcome such 

8 deficiencies through in-service craining programs. counseling and o'::her r~m.e-· 
i 

9 . dial action recollllllended by the school dist.dcc under standards promulgated by 

10 the State Board of Education. . I 
It (e) Any teacher. administrator or other certified person who hns not 

12 sat.isfactor11,Y co'mpleced the test required by chis Secr.ion ~hall liOC, be ~li-
, I 

13 g1ble for recertification at the expiracion of the certificate held by the 
I

14 teacher. ~delnistrator or or.her ctrCifled person O~ J~nuary I, 19B~. unt~l 

.J \. i . IIS such time as the ·teacher,· ac.;l:i1ir.i~(rator or OClter c~rt tied person does t~ke 

16 the required t:ests and sco,e at or abo\'(! the l~velfor satisfactory conrp{e­
. I 

17 t10n. So renewal or c.ertification shall be issued after June 1', 1985, t<? any 
I 

18 teacher, adminisr.rator 6r other cerrified pCf1ion ....ho has nor. taken ~he test 
I 

19 required by thi:<Act and sco~eri or or 'above the level for S:~t1sfactocy co{nple-
I 

20 tion of s~ch test~ t:.'slilblisl·H~d h)' the Department of Education. Any teachcr J 

i
21 administrator or other certified person whose cert1fication ex?1res betveen 

. . . I. 
22 June 1,1985 and June 1,1987, and ,-,no h03S not successfully completed the test 

. I 

23 required by this Section shall \:>e issued a (et.lporary certification which; sha·:i.l 

.~. 24. expire 00 Juite 1, 1987. I 
! 

.~ 25 
SECTION' 3. (a) Durlng (he 198,,-8) school year, all .cert1fled pers!onn~0

: '\)
employed by ~he publ1c school discricr.s of ch1s State sha.H be required ito ~t~;: take a n3[1()~<llly recognized tesc dcsignaced or developed and validac~d !bY th~ 

. , IN 29 State BO§'r"d of Education 1n a SlJojcctare;\ lr. \.Jh1ch sLlch person is certll:f~'> , 
30 nn<1 lC':lchlns:: durln~ the 198.'.85 sctl()Ol" ye,,,. If i'.l person is not tc.:;c,hing 1\\~ 

:-, 
31 suhjec:t area In wh1ch he/she· is certifier! during the 19B1.-8S school ye"arl. ih-w 

person sh.:Jll be r,1 v cn chI;? aforcr1)(!ncl.or..:-d t~st tn .:In area in lWh1ch the pelrson-O 
Is certified as determined by .'lpproprL;ste guld€'l1nes, rules and ~e~u~.3.t1.1ons .\....\- r'J' 
prorauleated thE-rdor by the SC<=Ice BhHO of Education. If t~cre is nQ SU~je~\1 
.)t·e", tesc for 3 p~rRon fnL the :;ui">j0ct .• ren :0 vh1ch iJ. person jg ceLt1f1ied /("'" 

. I ' U 
t.hen Ii!. test shall he g1'{(~n in an "re., ....h1ch i9 rlcten1l1ned to he ~rrrOf>r1at~ 

, " 
2 jmb3lJ . 

. < 

." 

34 

35 

36 
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H.B. 


I 


2 


3 


4 


5 


'6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 

~, 24 

.~ 

:(~~ 25 


" ~& 

27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


)) 


34 


3S 

36 


under ,guidelines, ,rul'es and rc&ul'''t:\lfl~ proT1:!\)lgated by ti',(' Scne 8o.&rd of 'I
! 

educat10n. If there,1s no Appropriate test, thcn (he person sha'll t8kc six! 
I 


houra d('sct'1hedherc1nll~lo"', f'iot'.. :Ol:"ce r,d1ng the ;~bov(:1, :my ceniflcd per-I 
I 


connel here~nabove'dc~,r~bed lllJy ChOQ6~ to oke no~ less chan:~ix hours ~f ~C8-
I 


de&lic c:oursp. work at an instit"t~,")" ,>f hj~her ('d'.JclJ:lo~ ",nd '"c~'<l.in <1 3.00 


grade point average, on u 1..00 g,;;Jc scale, in' such cOl,u:se \Jork..' ThE: cour:sc 


\.1:)1"k rc:qoired by tl11s Sect ion aha 11. boa senior or graduate level in the oreal of 


certification or teaching of the i()d~vidual and shall be 1n accordance l..1.th! 

I
guidelines established by the State Board of Education. Any teacher, od~il 
! 

nist.ator cr ol:her cenif!ed person ....'ho tooi< the N.T.E. subject area test in 
1 


his/her area Qf certification after January 1, 1980, and scored at or abov~ 
!

the level establish€d by the State Board of Education for 'sa,tisfactory comple­
, I 


tion of such test shall be exe:npt frorT! the, requirements of this Section. Any 


teach€r, administrator or oche~ ~crtlf~c~ ~ersbn ~ho took six (6)'hours ofi 
I 


academic course \Jork in h:s!her ;;,(;<1 of i;ertificat1on'af~E:r Janu.:lry t, 198p 

and attained a ).00 cr~dc point average or better on 3 G.OO gra~~ scale 5h~11 
I 


be e::emrt (rOl!l the 1"e'1lliref1leots of th!s Section. Any ccrtif~ed poe-rsonnel ;\Jho 

selects to take six (6) hQurs of dc.,der.d,c course ~ork oust complete these ISi1< 
(6) hours' ?rior to July·l, 1987. Certified ?c:rsonnel I • .'ho do not achieve clhe 

, i 

level of pet'forl1l3nce on such te~t esc3blishec by (he State Board of 	 :'ollcat.ion 

I 


for succas~ful completion of such CQSt :;oa11 be requireo (0 successr:.lllv i,

: - I 

I 

complete an a:n~unt of acaderoi c 51) oj [:c ( area course work in accordance with 

I 


guIdelines e5t~blished by the St~tcBo~rd of Education. 	 I 

i 

I 


(b) 	 Any'tcaehcr, administracor or other certified person I.1ho fails !I;:O 

I 


take the test'required hy (h1s Section or to cOf1l;;>ly ,..,ith the educ:Hional :31ter­
I 


native shall not be eligible for recertification after June t. 1987. i)
SECTION Q. ,Any teacher, ad;ninlSrr.:ltoc or other pc['son holding .1 c:ei- ~ 

tificate issued by the State Boad (If Educ,Hion .:md not cmp,loyed by thE> r~~lii 

schools of thfs State during ch<c: 19B':'-85 school year shall sati::;(JCLOri ~y ~ ~'\. 
I c ~ ...0 ...., 

comp'late the testing requirement in Sc': t ion 2 and the testing requ! remc:nc br-'V 
I ,/" 

educatIonal a~te1"nat1"c in SectJ.oo 3 prior to rene1Jal of hfs/hcr c~rt1f1fate~) 

Any teacher, ~dlll1n1stntoL or 'other certified person in thts care.c;ory I.Ih?se ~, 

certificate expires before June 1, '1987 arid '.ihO has not succ(;:ssfully r.omr1'l:ted; ,
I \:.. .... 

the requirement!> of thi~ Section G\):.;ll Ix: iS$uc:d a temporary c.ert1[ic.:HC "'hI~ , . I 

shall expire June I, 1987. 

jmb31) i\j·
I 


i 

I 


http:SectJ.oo
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. t"··1.. ' 
,~ t ,"\ 

~ I \ 
~\ ~ 


I 


; , H.B. 
L ikwa&i LUi .]£2lJMUbll.LAw 

I 


I 

Any ::t-achcr. od.. ~n!,.t r;)(ol", 0r oth-;:r pr:n.on trained 1n end/or cen!.Ued ':JyI 


a state other th~n A[~an5as ~ho 5~e~5 ~rkans~~ certification shall 5at!~f~c­i 

~ 

torily complete the tc~tlno reQu~~eoents of this meaSure prior co stancbrdi

3 


4 
 c.ert 1 f 1eat. ion. 
I 


6 SECtIO~ .5. Scores fr08 ::he :;;es::;s required under the provisions of: this 

7 Act shall be reportee to &ftd \.:.ep~ !:l)' the State Ocparttllent of Education 'and by 

8 the local school <list rice of C'C1e c:lployed certified person(s). Scores lshall " 
tested. Personally identifiable scords shai 


given to tbeicer[ifiCC personnel . . I
9 
not.' be 'open or c::ade available to ~[)ii: ?ubl: c, but reports may be preparedI a:)~


10 
released by a local school d~st;::i,:t 'J.nd/or the Sc.atc D~pa!"r1l1ent: of Educ.;>.(iQ<1
I 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


19, 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


21 


28 


29 


30 


:31 


32 


33 


)4 

)S 

1(, 

wl~h respec~ to over~ll results oE ce~tified per50~nel sc~res ~n a 

approprlare., 

)8SECTIO~ 6. Ace 76 of the7irst.Ext raordinary Session of 1983 

80-1267 ~hr6ugh 1267.3) and all 12~s.a~d parts of laYS 1n conflict 

Act 3't"e hereby repealed. 

I )0.v~ CJ!J.,u ~;'.' . 
,APPROVED BY.___\__......,-..... _w.~-~-., '. ,.' 

W:ERtiOR . 

jmb313 
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ACT 512 1987State of ArkansAa 

76th General Assembly A Bill 
SENATE BILL~egular Session, 1987 


By: Senators ,Harriman, Halone,oookol.lt j Hardin and Fitch 


As engrosseci 3-9-8~ 

For An Act ,To Be Entitled 


1 :' ,. "AN ACT TO"AMEND ACT' 350 OF 1985 TO ALLOW TEACHERS TO ATTAIN 


2 CREDIT HOURS DURINC THE SUKKER OF 1987 TOWARD COMPLIANCE WITH 


J Ar:t ,350; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

4 


5 BE IT ENACTED 'BY THE CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

,6 
I 

7 SECTION i. Section 2(e) of Act 350 of 1985 is hereby amended to t"(!ad as 
I 

8 follovs: i 
I 

9 "Sect'ion2(e). Any teacher, adl!lidscra~or or other cerLified pers0f;l 
I 

who 

10 has not satisfactorily completed r:he test required by this Section shall Inot 

11 be eligible for recertification at che expiration of their current 

12 c:ert1fic:ate." 

13 i 
I 

14 SECTION 2. Section 3 of Act 350 of 1985 is heret;>y amended to read as 
I 

15 follovs: i 
16 "Section .3. (3) During the 1984-85 school year, all certified pe:-$onnel 

I
'11 employed by the public school districts of this State shall be required ~o 

18 take a nationally 'recognized test designated or developed ~nd validated ~y the 
I

19 State Board of Education in 8 subject area in which such person is certi~ied 

20 or teaching during the 1984-85 sc.hool year. If a' person Is not te'achlngl 
I in a 

21 subject area in which he/ahe is certified during the 1984-85 school yeari. that 

22 person shall be given the afore~encioned test in an area as determined b~ 
I 

23 appropriate guidelines, rules and reguladons promulgated therefor by the 
, , I 

24 State Board of Education_ If Lhe[(~ is no s"bject area test, fo(" a pen:onl for 
. . .... I 

2S the subject area in whIch a person is certiCied, then stest shall be gi~en 1~ 
I 

26 on area which .is determined to b€ appropriate under guidelines I rules an:d 

27. regulations pr6mulgated by Lhe State Board of Education. If there is nol 

28 appropriate test., then th~ person shall take six (6) hours described her~ln 
29 belovo Notwithstanding the above,. any certified personnel hereinabove 

30 described may choose to take not less than six (6) hours of academic couirse 
! 

mhfl.76 
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" S.B. 

i 

I 
1 work at an institution of higher e.d'-:lcation and attain a 3:.. 00 grade poin;t 

, I 
2 average on a 4.00 grade 8~ale in such course \lork. The eo'urse \lork req,ui red 

; 

3 by this Section shall be secior 0,1:' graduate, level in the a,rea, of. certUjication 
, I 

4 or teaching of the indi vidual ar;d shall be in a.ccordancewi t:h guideline's
I 

5 established by the State Board of Education. Any teacher, adminlstrat~r or 

6 other certified person who took the N.T.E. subject area test in his/hed area , I 

1 of certification after January 1, 1980, and scored at or above the level 


, ,I
8 established by the Stat~ Board of Education for satisfactory completio9 of 

«) such test shall be exempt frOtll the requirements of this Se'ctlon. Any t'eacher. 
I 

10 adcinlstrator or other'c~rtified person who took six (6) hours of acad~mic 
, ' I 

11, ecurse work In his/her area of certificaiion after January 1. 1980 and' 

12 attalned'a 3loo grade point average ot better on a 4.00 g~ade ~cale Sh~ll be 

13 exempt fto= the requirements of thisSect~on. Any cert!f~ed personnel i~ho 

14 selects to take six (6) hours of academic course ~ork ~usi complete th~se six 
, " 

15 (6) hours prior to September 1,. 1987.' Certified personne~ ·who do not Jchieve 

16 the level of performance on such test established by the State Board o~ 
, I , 

11 Education for successful completion of such test shall be 'required to 5uccesS­
, J 

18 fully complete an a;uo\,!nt of Be,ademic subject area cO<Jcge '-'ork in acc,oriance 


19 with guidelines established by the State Board of Education. 
 I 
20 (b) Any t~acher, administ r&eot or other certified per~on IJh!J fails. to 


., : I 

21 take the test required by this Section or to comply with the educ~tional 

, I 

22 alternative shall not be' eligible for recertification a.fter September t, 
,23 1987. 11 

24 

25 SECTION). Section 4 ~f Act 350 of 1985 is hereby amended to read
I 

as 

l6- f (I llotls : I 

I


21 r'Sec:tio", 4. Any teacher, adillinistrator. or other person holding ~ cet' ­
, I


28 tlfic,ate iss~ed by the State Board of Education and not emplcyed by the 'publiC , ' I 
29 , schools of this State dU.ring the 1984-85 school year shall satisfactorily 

" 'I"30 complete theltesting requirement in Seetion 2 and the testing requirem~nt ot' 
, , 

31 ~ducational~lternat1ve in Section 3 prior to recertification. Any person~n
I

32 this categoryvho fails to satisfactorily complete the test required br 
313 Sec:tion 2 and/or the test requirl!d bX Section J or its educational alt,ernatiL'e. 

!34 s,hall not be eligible for r;;,cerUfica.Lio[1 H the expiration of their C1'clrrenc 

3S certificate." 
!

36 : 

mhf 176 
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As c~rossed 3-9-87 ,S. B. 541 


SECTION 4. Any teacher, adQinistr8.tor, ot' other ·certified person I.1ryo is 
. I 


not eligible for recertification due to failure to cowply with this Act is
I 


elIgible tonpply for nel.1 certification, under initial certif1catt'on r:egul!a­, . . I . 

tions or such other regulations as are promulgated by the State Board of I . 

Education. 

I 

I


SECTION 5. All lalots ·and pares. of laws in conflict with this Act are 
I 
,


l1ereby repealed. . I 


I 

SECTION 6. It "is hereby found and' determined by the General Asse.,rrtb~':J of 

I 


the State p{ Jirkans.as t.ha.t a shortdge of cercif ied tiiJcichfUS rreJ':,' exist in ithe 
future; that the immeciiate implerr~ntation of this Act is necessary to preserve 

the peace, safety and health of the citize~ of the5tate of Arkansas. I 

i 


Therefor~, a,! @.~rgency is decldred to exi.st; and this Act being J16!cess.3~!:1 for 

the preservatipn or the public peace,health, dn~ safety shall be in full 
I 


force and efEect from and after its passage and approval. 

lsi Harrlrran, et a1 

-<1/1/7>'7 
APPROVED BY 

--....L._ 

--------~~---~.~~----.------.. 

http:Jirkans.as
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ACT 609 1989 
AS D,'C.7.0SSED 2/17/891 Seats of Arka~sa3 

2 71th Ge.neral Assembly 

A Bill· HOUSE BIll 11733 Regular Session.( 1989 

4 By: Representatives Northcutt, Day, -Hut::;:-"ins?n., l1atthe'Js, 

5 Mahony, McXissaek~ and K@et 

6·· 


7 For An Act· To Be Entitled 

"AN ACT TO ENABLE ANY EUFIL 'IO ATTEND A PUBLIC SCHOOL IN8 

ARKANSAS 'IN A DISTRICT OTHER T?JL~ TnAT ONE IN ~rlICH THE EU?IL9 

RESIDES, SUBJECT IOTHE RESTP.ICIICmS )._~D CONDITIONS CONTAINED10 

11 HEREIN; A..~D FOR OTHER ElJRPOSES. " 

..12 

13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENE~~ ASSB~BLY OF THE STATE OF A~XANSAS: 

14 

1S SECTION 1.. TITLE. This Ac~ ~ay be =e~e:red to and cited as the I
16 "ARK..-\NSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 19;39. n 

:17 I 
EGISL.~.T!V"E FINDrNGS A:~J DEC:..AR..UION Of PUB,LIC .N1:.CESSIIY. 

", ~ "~"."'" '. "''''-''-''---~'''''''''--''''''''(-'-~'* I 

19 The General Assembly hereby finds :::hat :,hest.udent.s' in Arkalisas puo l.C ,.... ..,.~ .. I. 

ZO sehools ane! their parencs 'Jill become ~ore i.:1.formed about. and inV'ol'Jed iIi the 

21 public educational system if students and thei~ pare:ts or. guardians ar~1 
I 

22 provided greater freedom to deterrr:ine th~ .J1l0st effective school for meeting
I 

23 their ·individual educational needs. Th~::-a is no nright" school for every 

.iSW.J._L.. ~, .. _"tNeft~., ••tl:-,I!,'.;.XHJ.e~-t::u, , '. "a~ oosa-fz:..o.:n amoc ~ .:~" e.n~ . .s;~ools vtth 

'(.~~ ddiilfferillg assets vill in.crease th.: like~':'::;ood 'Chat. s~me ma:ginal SCUd.:nt..s.; . st.a.y 

'.~:~~ school. and that othe:, more motiv at 7c students find their full academic 

I ::~ 27 po'CelltiaL . ' . I 
.. :1"( 2~ The G~neral Assembly ['.lrthe: fincs,t.hat: giving J1lore options to parehts-./.. (,.. . . 
:~ t ~~"29 and students wit.h respect t.o ·..here they attend public school will increa;se t~e . , 

=liXL;M~i:-r·~-·'30:"".responsi'leh4gS,aHa.etfeE'h"l'ene~7s=(]ryh:e=S·t;ai;~eh;f)<>+.a-=s=f-l3,~q.££: 

. 31' adn:tinistrators,; and' school board me~bers' vill haye added incentive to s~tiSfY , ~ 
the educational needs of the students vnc reside in the dist.rict. . ..

I 
The General As~cmbly therafc~Q f!nds :nat these benefi~s of enhanced j~ 

. I 
in our public schools justify permitting a student 

i \J 
to apply for admi.sion to a school in any district beyond the one in whfch he " 

~ 
proV'id~d ~hat the transfer by this st.udent would not adversely1affect

I ~ 

.1 
I 

i 

http:DEC:..AR
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H.B. 1173~s ENG~OSSED 2/17/89 

1 th@ desegregat.ion of either district. 
! 

2 I 

3 SECTION 3. PUPIL CHOICE. A pu'::>l ic school choice prog:am is herebY" 

4· es~ablished to enable any pupil to 3ttend a school in a dis~ric~ in Whic~ ~he 
5 pupil does not reside, subject to the restrictions contained in ~his AC~~, 

!6 
I 

7 SECTION 4. APPLICATION FROCEDVRE.' Before a pupil may au.end a school in 
I

8 a nonresident district, the pupil's parellt or guardiall must:subr.:lit. an 
I 

9 applicatioll to.;the nonresideotdistdct. This application ~us~ be postmarked
I 

10 not l.at.er than -February l,of the' yea:- in ·... hich t.he pupil ....ould begin th~ faU 
I 

11 semest.er at the nonrBside~t district. ! 
12 

13 SECTION 5. NON-PARTICI?A'!IHG DISTRICTS. A school, board may, by I 
14 resolution, determine that it will not a~~it any nonresident pupils to its 

i 

15 schools pursuan~ to ~his Act. 

I16 
i

S:C:CrION 6. BASIS FOR' AD:-!ISSrON D=:CISION~. The sC!'lool: board of an~•.... : 17 
........ 
IS participating district must ado9t, by :esolction, .specific standards fod 

! 
19 acceptance and ~ejection of applicatiocs. Standards may include the cap,3city ........ 
 I
20 of a program, class, g~ade level, or school ~uildini. No;tiing in this Ac~ 

I 
21 requires a scho~l district to a~d tea~~ers or classroc~s or in any v~y ~xceed 

I 

22 t~e requirements and standards es.tablished exis~ing law. Standards ~ay not 

include an applican~'s previous· acacer.ic achieveroen~,athletic or otheri 

extracurricular ability, handicapping ~onditions, E~g!ish proficiency lJvel, 

previous disciplinary proceedings. I 
" .. I 

I 

I 

.27 SECtION 7.' NOrICE IO Al'PLIC?..i.'iTS. Within sixty (60) days of the r4ceipt 
., .f' ­ 28 of an applicatiol1 from ano'nresidp.!lt pt.:pil seeking admission under the ~erms 

, ' I'.::.-'. . 
-:: , , I- 29 of this Act., a participating district. shall notify the parent: or guard.i~n and 
-", . 

: I 
~3 i 30 t.he re$ident di~~rict in vriting as to whether the pupil's application has 
, : I 

:. I' '31 'been accepted or rejected. If all application is rejected. 'the nonreSid~nt 
I 

32 district must state in the notification letter the reason(s) for rejection.
f 

: I' 
SECTION 8. -Transporr::dtio."1,. The ,t:espon.sibilir:y for. transportation! for ~ 

nonresident"pupil shall be borne ge!1erally by the pupi.l. The resident I ~. 

di.strict; lDay tr'anspo.cr:. t.he SCl:dent to c."Je d~sr:ricr:: bounda:y or :0 a pOi1nC ~i 
I 
I 

http:tr'anspo.cr
http:acacer.ic
http:semest.er
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AS ENCROSSED 2/17/89 H.B. U73 

,
, 1 <ltJfresable to the parent:. or the nO.'1.!'e:;;i.ddf'lt. disC.l'icC vJ.r::l:lin eLr:.her the resident co , ',, t 

2 or nonresident: district: and COU1H tildt: scudt!nI:: !n the residen.t:. i 
3 dit:trict'$ calculati.on for transpore;J.ti')fl {"HIding. I~e nonresidenc district 

I 

4 lIJay provide eransport:ar;ion .from the resident district's boundary or froUJ k 
5 point agreeable with the parent or the residant district within eitbe~ thL 

I 
I 

6 resident: or' non~esident district to a school in the nonresident district and 

7 count that st:ud~nt in ehe nonresident. district's calculation .for ! 
8 ' transportation funding- i 
9 I 

I 

, I
10 SECTION 9 •. CREDITS. A :::oo!'!!sident di:.;t..::-ict shall ~ccep~ c~edi~s ~ovard 

11 grad.uation that. were a"'a,n:ied 'cy allot-her dist=,ic't. The nonre'sicient. d.i::>tri1c.t. 
" I 

12 shall award ~ diploma t~ a nonresidebt ~upil if the pupil me~ts t.he 

13 nonresident d~strict.ts graduatioD!'equiraroents. 

14 
iIS SECTION 10. Hlniml..J.!:1 Founciar:.'ion Aid. For purposes of dete~ining a school 

16 district's Hini.r:rJ.ur:::J. Foundation :'rog::a.irJ Aid, !."le nonresidenr; student:: sh.a.llibe 
, , , ' , I' 

17 counted as a part. cf the Average Daily !1embe.::ship of tlu! disc: ict; to which tiler ..... 
. ; .. ,. ~ . 18 student has transferred. All add-on ~eigh~sgenerated by eAe student, shkll ... i, .' .. ... .. 19 also. be transferred to th.e dist.rict. of attencence; ! 

... "... 20 

21 SECTION 11. LIMITATIONS. The p,r<;:>'.'isiQr,$ of this ..I.ct. anc all. pupil 

22 c::hoic::e opt.ions. c~eat.ed hereby ari! subject to t.he to!'loving limitations: 

23 (a) No student ~ay t!'a~sflr ~~ a nonresident district. vhere the ~er­
I

'-:'--.. 24 ce~t.age of enr~llQent f~r the s:ude~t's' race exceeds that percentag~ in his ............ 

" ..... I

25 resident. dis~ric~. .. :., . . I . 26 (b) In ~n7 iDs~ance vhere c~e foregoing prOVisions ...auld result-' iloll. a." .." .~ , 

~ t : .... ~ 


. .. 27' c::onflict with a desegregation court oder I the te~s of the order shall f , 

28 govern • 


.. , , 
29 

I 

I I_. 

..... 
--

i 
! ,30 SECTION 12." 'AtHLETIC ELIGI3 rLITY. A student ~ho transfers to a 

J 


... : 
 31 nonresident dis~rict shall not be eligi~le for interscholas~ic athletic 

I32 competit.ion for a period of one yea,:: from the date of the beginning of the 
I33 transfer. 

34 i 
I 

35 SEC"II0N D. DISPUTE RESOLUTION. The Board of Educat ion' shall be 

36 authorized to resolve dispucesarising ~nder Sections 3, 9 10.....~ ~ ; , 11, and 12 
f ' 
I 

3 jrob094 

http:c~eat.ed
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1 


2 


3 


.4. 

5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


........ "' .. 
 18 


19 

.;....., 	20 


21 


22. 

23 


24 


25 


.~~ 
;\;. 

this 	Act.. 

nat.ureSEC'I'tON 14. All provisions. of this Act of a general and permane.nt I

Code 

I
are amendatory ~o the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annota~ed and ~hQ Arkans~s 
i 


Revision Commission shall incorpo.:stethe S.litle in the Code. 

/s/tl, Northcut:.t et:. a.l 

~ . 

, 
... . , 
\. 

jrob094 
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STATE OF ARKAJ'iSAS I 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR Bill dlinron 
SIa.lC Capiwl . Gov~rnor 

Li,::ie R.ock 72201. 
i 
I 
i 
I 

t 
/. 
I 

December 15, 1989 

. Dear Editor:, I 
I 

. The Arkansas School Choice A.ct of 1989 I passed by the Gener,al 
As'sembly in January I 1989 I affo'rds parents a tremendous 
opportunity - the chance to choose the school their child 'will : 
attend. The vision that Arkansans share ofa strong,effective,I 
concerned educational system is exemplified by the passage of this 

. I 

law. I 
I 
I 

The School Choice Program will allow students to enroll in a ~ 

public school outside the district in which they live. 'The law! 

recognizes that not all schoolchildren have the same interests [ 

and educational needs and that a school outside a studentJs./ 

'resident district may better serve him. This law is also an ' 

incentive for schools to maintain high quality programs. ! 


, . I 

, ,I 
With the school choice law, parents' now have a much greater role 

in their childJs education. Unencumbered by the restrictions of 

residence, parents are how more fre~ to seek o~t the school tha~ 

is most beneficial to their chi19· 


, . . I 

lTo attend a school outside his district'. a student's parents or
guardians must submit an application to the district the student 
wishes to attend. Applications for the 1990-91 school year mus~ 
be postmarked no later than February 1, 1990. However, there a:re 
some restri6tions on transfers dealing w~th' racial balance. I~ 
yOu have questions about your child's eligibility, please conta~t 
the Arkansas Department of Education ~t 501-682-4204. . I .. 
The law provides scheol districts the option of participating i!n 

the School Choice Program. Districts should publicize the . I 

decision of th;eir school boards in time for parents to make an I 

application before the February de~dline. ! 


i 
The impleme,ntation of the state Standards of Accreditation for! 

iArkansas Publ~c Schools in 1983 set into motion what has been 
termed the "first wave" of educational reform. The Standards 
require all public schools in the state of. Arkansas to meet 
specific education.al standards developed by a comm~ttee of 
Arkansans and 'implemented by the state Board of Education and the 
Arkansas Department of Education. Now, almost'six years later) we 
see a majority of, the state's 1,101 schools meeting the standaids 
in both the ~etter and the sririt of the la~. The time has co~e 
for us to make preparation for the II second HaVe" of reform - ! 

moving beyond the Standards. 

I 

I 

I 

i 
I 

http:education.al
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Page 2 

'The School Choice Law is one of many steps on the state's road to 
a brighter future for the children of Arkansas. ·It is importanti 
for us, the parents and guardians of Arkansas', tomorrow, to action 
our responsibility of building a state and a nation prepared tol 
enter the 21st century. )

ISincerely, 

.~~ 
Bill Clinto'n I 

!BC:kvl:ble:bm I 

I 
j . 

. 1 

I 

, 
, 
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