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TEACHER CVALUATION I ARKANSAS

TEACHER TESTING

Before lQ??,fonTy one staie, &crth Caré}éna required teache}s 1o
pass some type bficertification examination. As of October 1983,
| 30 states reporteg.having some type of testing.pragram for teachers.
In 1983 Arkahsas became the fi}st state in the nation to reguire
 the testih§ ofvinséfQicé‘teachers. The Arkansas Law requires certified
persons to pass a basic skf]ls.test in réé?ing,Awriting and mathematics.
It also requires be;tiffed persons to make a p;ssing $¢ore on the »
National Teachers: Examination or take six hours of senior or gréduate
Teyélﬁcoursework ﬁhvthe area of certificatéon and obtain at least a
‘“Bf average. The'deédlihe for boﬁh the ba$1; skills requifement and
the Nationa1 Teackers Examﬁnatidn reguirement is July 1, 1987,

i

The ArkansastTest,.the Arkansas fducational Skills Assessment,
"waé deveTopedwby fhe Arkansas Depaftment o% Educatien with the éssiﬁtante
ofﬂInstructioﬁal ObjéctiQes Exthange of Culyer City, Ca?ifornia; The
-test is a criteribn-reférenced‘test,wh?ch allows examinees to effectively

prepare in advantg of testing and t¢ be remediated if ‘they fail in their

initial attempt to pass the test. The sub-skills on the test are:

. READING - ~ WRITING - MATHEMATICS
Main Idea _ ‘Legibility Applied Computation
Details . Spelling Number Concepts
‘Facts and Opinions Captilization Graphs and Tables
Reference Usage Punictuation =~ . - Measurement
Professional Vocabulary Sentence Formation
: ; Word Usage

_Org;njzation
‘A key feature of the test de?elopment process was Lhe 1nv61vement» 
of Arkansas‘éducétérs. First, a broadly rebresentative committee of
36 Arkansas teacﬁers énd admini;t%atc%s wﬁ§ assemb?ed to: (1) assist
in the determinafioh of skills to be assessed, {?}frevieg pr&pcsed

-1 -
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test specificatioﬁs to be used in generating the.tést items that
would measure each skill, and (3) review the actual test items |
generated éccording'to the committes - approved specifications.
Representatives'oflthe'state teacher assoéiafion were invited toi
serve as observers for most of these activities.

Later, 228 Afkangés educators reviéwed thg cointent of the test
{gehs in a Statéwide'ﬁtem review. These edgcators also recommended
- passing standards%for Feading, inting and mathematics sections 6f the

test. | o

A separate bias review commitfee of seven members (six of whom.
were black) reviewed all Fést items in an effort to ﬁdentffy anj items
which might be bi;sed on the basfs of etﬁnicity or gender.

In additioﬁ,lnear1y 500 randomly selected Arkansas educatdrs
participated in aifiefd—test'of'the potential test items.,

Arkansas educators wefe made aware of fhe skills to be measured
by the test throuéh the state's distribution of detailed deécripfions
of the skills in a test brochure. The Sfate also conducted regional
wbrkshops to preséntlthe,ski11s td area representativés of school
districts. |

The test construction process took nine months and on March 23,
1985, the test was administered for(the first.tfme., During the first
administrafion 25,077 certifiéd persons todk the fegt. To'date'

"33,694 certified Eersons have been tested.: Failure rates have Been
calculated for thé first 28,000 examinees, .Apprdximafelyilo% of
those taking the test failed tp meet the qualifying score of 70%.
The'staté now plans td administer the test four times before thé
cut-off date. \ . | - | ‘;

Those who failed fo-make the qu§ljfying score have been provided

-7 -
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with study guides:by the State. The State has also conducted reme-

diation sessions on educational televisidﬁ;'
TEACHER EVALUATION

In addition to the testing program the state. is now in the process

. of adopting a state Teacher Evaluation Model to be the required evalua-

tion program in all schools in the state. In 1383, the Governor- appointed,

twenty-one educatqrs and parents tb‘the Teacher Educatidn, Certifﬁcation
and Eva?uation Co&mittee. This committee was created by state statute
‘and ‘has the responsibility of making recoﬁméndations to the State Board
of Education.’ o | _ p |

‘ The;Evaluatiéh Model thaf has been deye?opeq byAihis ccmmitige is
scheduled to be i; place dur%ng the 1986487:schao1 year. It is ;
performance.based;pfcgram including three components: (1) check lists
with des?riptors and indicators, tZ)“clinica1usuberyision? and

ﬁ3)lgoal setting,
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1) How many teachers took and passed the. tést?

(took) 37,326

(passed) 33, 943 - 91%
2) How many falled then passed?

‘(failed then passed) 2,029 ~ 60%
3). How many never passed?.

1, 354 - 3,6%

(failed) 3,383 - 9%

4) How many left teachlng afrer falluse or without taking the test?

Of the 1, 35& who. never passed the test 1,073 (79, 2%) were

teaching during the 1984-85 school year.

The following is -

a breakdown of the 1,354 who never passed the test and the

year their certificate expxres

o 37“

" Prior to. 1985
’ 1985 - 51
1985 - 54
1987 - 272
1988 - 154
1989 - 148
1990 - 153
1921 - 45
] 1992 - 53}
1593 - ee}. 157
1994 - 38 '
S 1,071
. Not on certi- k
ficgtion file - 244
1,315

The followlng is a breakdown of the
passed the test'

remaining 39* who never

1985 - 11
Clegs - 16
- 1z

1997

39%.

\

- P.05/18
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Ecucatien shall prc.cr!br thc crprctc& \cl of perforuance on such tes:s.‘i
I

© AGT R0 [Yes
55 0 %é

Statec of Arkansas s . ' \C{
‘ A Bl |
75th Generol Assembly - H t
Rezular Session, 1983 - o ‘ NOUSE BILL 511

By: Keprescntatives Mahony, Cabe, Flanagin, Shaver, Osterloh, pParkecrson, and
Wilson - '

AS ENUGROSSLD 2/6/85 '
For An Act To B? Enfit ind

'AN‘ACTiTO‘RSEVACT ACT 75 OF TiE ?i&ST EXTRAURDINARY SESSIOM.
OF 1983 AhD EXTERD ITS PRO”ISIHVQ TO ALL PERSONS FOLDING

| CLRTTFICATES PtQUIRED BY LAQ TOR *‘PIOYLLRT iN THE PUBLIC
SCilO0LS OF ﬁRkAuSAb _ARD FOR OTHLER KUREOSLJ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THY GENERAL ASSEMRLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: i

SECTICR 1. Ihe State Board of Education ls hercby authorlzed and

directed to es Lab11<h and 1mp1cmenk 3 certi:iud persoanel teSQing prowram.

SECTICH 2. ‘(a) During the 193: 8) Jc&nol yeav, certified personnel

€aployed by pUulic schools of this 5 ate, :d 11 vndergo testing, of thelr func-.

tional acadcmzcv§kxlls,‘includlng, cuc not limited to, rehding, Urltlfg and
methematics. Thg ceéts shall be dP’lgthud adapted or developed %y :ne S:gte
Board of Educatiéu and wvalidated by zhe Srate Board of Education for eva-
Inatinz functional acadentc skillr or cevtificd per sonnel. The Stace ﬁoar of
(b3 Certified pcrsonael vhosc per{ofmanca on such functibnal‘acadeuic
skills test is below the expected level of oerformance as established by regu-

lation of the State Board of Educatica shall be required to urderbo remedlal

action to ovcrcome such deficlency. Remedial action shall be: !

'(i) participation in a dxstricc-Spoagored employee ptoficicncy Q§§‘i

improvensnt pro;rams; or

(1) cafolling in course wovk in an tnscicution of highcr educac :sz

‘to overcome skill dcxiciencl~s prior to rctesting. Ccrti(icd thsernﬂ
/

fai]irb to achlove the requirgﬁ lovgl of pcrformangc on the functiunal

acadenic skills resc vuall be uircd L undmrbo furthut Costin& at chg\,m\
end of one yoar, ot ¢ooner. f such percon files a requesc theveior in \\'k)

i
writing with the £choo) board nf tnr capleying district or the State \\;\f

Board of Edocnt:on if-not ermployed.
i
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failure to score satisfactorily on the functional academic skills tesis

" i{s certified as dcturmincd by appropriate puidelines, rules and regulatﬁons

- o . - ‘ H.B.

~

() Céécif:éd pérsonnel pasiing rhe functional academic sktlls tests

shall be constdered proficlenr in functionqy“academic skills and shall not be

reﬁuired to undergo further testing for functional scademic skills
. H
proficiency. f
(d) No certified personnel shall be dismisged within one year qolely for
|
, !
rcquired ln this Section, but shall be given an opportunity to overcome such

deficiencics through in-service craining programs, counseling and other reme—

3 i
‘dial action recommended by the school district under standards promulgared by

the State Board of Education. ' |
(e) Any teacher, administrator or other cercified person who hasAnét
satisfactorily coﬁpleced the test required by this Section éhall not be %11-
gible for recertification at the expiration of the certificate held by the
:eacher adminiscrator or other certified cerson on January 1, 1985, un:zl
such time aS‘ChE'ueacher,'adm;ﬂiyt‘ator or other certified person does t%ke
the requiredA:estF and score st or above the level for sacigfac:ory compie‘
tion. No renewal ot certification shall be issued afrer June I, 1985, té’any
teacher, administratocr or other certificd person who has not taken the tést
reduiroa by this Act and scored ar or above the level for S?Cisfactotyv66mplé‘
tion of such tests ostahlisﬁéd by the Department of Education. Any caacéer,
administrator or other certifted peréon whose certification expires betveen
June 1, 1985 and June 1, 1987, and who has not Pucceséfullf completed :hé Test

required by this Sectton shall be iqsued 3" tenpotary cercificacion which sha;l‘

_expire oa June 1, 1987. o . - -!

i
H

. - !
SECTION! 3. (a) During the 1984-85 school year, 'all certified persaanel

/!

employed by the public. school’ diqcricc; of this State sball be reqquad mo
take a na{ionally recognized tes dcuzgnated or d@ucloped and validaced]by th

State Board of Education in a subject ‘area in uhich such perqen is cert;f

1

|

and teaching duging the 1984-85 school year. 1f a persoa is not teaching 1

subject area {n which hoe/she i3 certified ﬁuring the 1984-85 school year|, t

|

person shall be given the aforementioncd test {n an ared in which the person

|

..(/

promulgated thercfor by the State Beard of Education. If there {s no aubjcqé\ek

area test for 3 person for the subject area ¢n which a person ia. cercirﬁed

|

then a test shall be given in &an area waich is dctermined to B appropriat

'O)

- | jmb313
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1 under guidclines, erés snd regulaticna promulgated by the Scage Board of {
Z Educarion. If there is no appropriate test, then rhc’person shail take.six;
3 hours described hereintmlov. hozuithstandina the ab¢ve, any cectificd per-g
4 sonnel hercinabdve'dcgcribed may chooae.cb tara not less than #ix hours éf %CG
5 dendc course work a£ an 1n€ticut.>1 of h1§her cducarion and atvain a 3.00 |
'6 grade point average on & %.00 grade scale {n’ such course work. The course ;
7 wiork required by this Scction shall be senfor oc graduate level in the area{of
8 certification or teaching of the individual and shall be in agco:dance withi
9 guideclines established Ey the State Board of Educatfon. Any teacher, admi%
10 nistrater cr otheg cercifﬁed p¢rsbn vho took the N,T.E. subject area test én
11 his/her srea of certification afrer Janusry 1, 1980, and scored at ot albov$i
12 the Jlevel estaﬁlished bv the State Board of Education for 'satisfactory comﬁle~
13 tion of such'tés: shall«bé exempt from thu requﬁremen of this Secrion. Ayy
14 teacher, sdministrator or other ccrchf_co persnn cho teok six (6) hours oﬂ
715 "acadeaic course work fn hfs/her srca of certificatfon after January i, 1980
16 and acttained a 3.00 grade point average or betier on 3 4.00 grade scale shhll
17 be eﬁempt {row the requiremeats of this Section. Any ccrtificd pers onneliuho
18 sclects to take six {6) hours of aczdemic course work must complete thesefsix
19 (6) hours prior to July-l, 1987, fercified vasonnel vho do aotl achleve éhe
20 1level of pérformance on such test esinl.sheq by the State Board of tduc é% on
21 for succeséful'completign of such izst shall e requirec to successfully j'
22 complete an améunt of academic SUbjC"[ area course work in accordance wicéA
23 guidelines es:ablished hy the Stzte Board of Ed ucacion.‘ %
;
I

{(b) Any teacher, adainistrator or ‘other certified person vwho fails Lo
take the EGSC’teQu‘red by this Section or to comply with :he educarional alter—

native shall not be elip ible for recettification after June 1, 1987. J

!

|

SECTION &4, Any teacher, adeinistrator or other person holding a cer-

4;124%1~/’

tificate issued by the State Boar* of Education and not employcd by the publi

[
P Y,

¢~chools of this State during the ‘983 8% schocl year shall sdtisLVCLorLLy

/
1
r?

31 cowmplete the testing requirement In Se’tion 2 and the testing requ? rement dr- \/?
|

$§§;\\ 32 educational alternacivc io Section 3 pt‘or to renewal of his/her certitiTa{e. )
\\\ 33 Any teacher, admin!strator or other certified person In this carefory uh?se 3\ '
‘ ' . : . j v
\ 34 certificate expires before June !, 1937 and “ho has not successfully rompf@tc '
\ .
!

35 the requifcmeﬁté of this Scction shall e fscued a Ltemporary certificate; =h ?S:\j~
v36 shall explre June 1, 1587, ' f

A Y
y o © §mb313
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caertification. |

' {
s <,
E: 1 lQ\i 5 Scoreg ]‘{OEZ{ \‘f“zEA &.EA.,.r.S required undcr the ?r vi.slonsg of: th A
S C dLJe A | [o] 1 | F] |
M:ﬁ . Shall be reppr tad uAO '.’._{\d kent ) T he S at {) pal fes] ; 1 |
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t to overall results of certif ied personncl sCcOoTes I par| ‘

!
i -
hie Std».L- RF‘PQ{'[S of
B scﬁool diggricts of ¢t
_school district ol in a1l of the

T pars ‘ n n y L uuch frequency
{fied personnel scores as ut otized. erein may be made a q
certifie s s,

e - i dee:} .
2 h 1001 bbard (o} u.‘l',E disi{ict Or the Depar tment OS " duca\- , Ya :
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s _ !
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’ R |
appropriate. ~ ‘ . _ , | |
X v \
'SECTION 6. Act 76 of Lhe«’7irs:‘EE'<'raordinary Scssion of 1983 (AL,Q ‘"{ f
L - s
IS h “\ 5:
80-1267 nrough 1267. 3) znd a1l laws, and pdrts of laws in conflict uiT f
Act ate heveby repealed. ) -

)
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‘be eligible for recertification at the expiration of thelr current

State 6f Arkansas QCT 51 2 1987

76th Ceneral Assembly ' A Bill

Regular Session, 1987 SENATE BILL |54l

By: Senators Harriman, Malone, Bookout, Hardin and Fitch

As erngrossed 3-3-87

For An Act To Be Enm!ed
< AN ACT TO" AHEND ACT 350 OF 1985 TO ALLOW TEACHERS TO ATTAIN
CREDIT HOURS DURING THE SUMMER OF 1987 TOWARD COMPLIANCE WITH

ACT 350; AND FOR- OTHER PURPOSES."
BE IT ENACTED ‘BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION I. Section 2(e) of Act 350 of 1985 is hereby amended to read as

follows: ‘ ’ A ‘ ’
e ) NI : s i
"Section 2(e), Any teacher, adwministrator or other cértified person who

has not satisfactorily completed the test required by this'Section shall|not

certificate.”

{
|
SECTION 2. Sectfon 3 of Act 350 of 1985 is hereby amended to read ?s

{

follows:

"Section 3. (a) During the 1984-85 school year, all certified personnel
|
employed by the public school dlSCficcs of this State shall. be required co

take a nationally recognized test ~designated or developed and validated by the

Stace Board of Education in a subject area in which such person is certifiea‘
or teaching during the 1984-85 school year. 1f a persen is not teaching in a
aubjec: area In which he/she is cercified during the 1984-85 school year? that
person shall be given the afcreéentioned test {n an area as determined by
appropriace guldelines, rules and regulaticns promulgated therefor by thL
State Board of Education. If there is no s*ajecc area test for a pecs onlfor

the subject area In vhich a person {s ceft“i'd, then a test snall be gipen bn

an area which is determined to e appropriags under guidelines, rules and

B

. regulations promulgated by the State Board of Education. If there is nJ

approptiate teat,‘then the person shall take six (6) hours described hetein

below. Notwithstanding the above, any certified personnel hereinabove f'

described may choose to take not less ‘than six (6) hours of academic coukse

{
mhf176 |
|
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!
|
“se

| » o
vork at an inatitution of higher education and attain a 3 00 grade poinL
average on a 4. 00 grade scale {n such courae vork. The course work required
by this Section shall be senior or graduate level in the area of certiﬂication
or teaching of the $ndividual. and ghall be in accordance wich guidalinﬁs
established by the State Board of Education. Any teacher, adminiscrdcor or
other certified person vho took the N.T.E. subject area test in his/her area
of certification after January |, L980 and scored at or above the level
established by thc State Board of Education for satisfactory complecion of
such test shall be exempt from the requirements of this Section. Any teacher.
adainisttator or other’ certified person who took six (6) hours of 3cademic
cecurge vork {n his/her area of certification after January 1, 1980 and '
attained a 3.00 grade point average or better on a 4.00 grade gcale shgll be
exempt from the requirements of this Seetjion. Any cercified personneliwho

selects to take aix (6) hours of academic course vork must complete thése six

(6) hours prior to Septeabér 1, 1987. Certified personnel who do not achieve'

the level of performance on such test established by the State Board of
Educatiou for succeSSfu1 comple;ion of such test shall be required to success~
fully complete an amcunt of ascademic sublect area course work in accorlanc@
with guidelines established by the State Board of Education.;~ '

(b} Any teacher, aduinistracor or other certified person who fatls to
take the test requi'ed by this Section or to cowply with :he educationél
alternative shall not be ellgible zor recertification afC¢r September i,A

1987."

!

l

SECTION 3. Section & of Act 350 of 1985 1s hereby amended to cead as

follous: ’ 1
I

"Section 4. Any teacher, administrator, or other person holding cer—

tificate issued by the State Board of Education and not emplcyed by chL public

schools of this State during the 1984-85 school year shall satisfaccorily

complete the! testing requirement in Section 2 and the testing requireant or
edycational. alternative in Section 3 prior to recertification. Any person;in'

this category: vho fails to SatisfaCuOLilj complete the test required by

Section 2 and/or the test required by Section 3 or its educational altLrnaLive

|
shall not be eligible for recertificaticn a2t the expiration of their current

certificate.”

i
|
mhE176 i
|
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|
As engrossed 3-9-87 S.8. 54l I
|

" SECTION &. Any teacher, adminiscrator, or other certified person who is
not eligible for recertification due to failure to comply with this Act is

4e11gib1e to apply for new certification under {inirial certification tegula~'

tions or such other regulations as are bromulgated by the State Board of

Education.

;
} ‘ : . :

_ SECTION 5. All laws and parcs of laus in conflict “ith this Act ar%
e | |
l

hereby repealéd.

SECTION 6. It is. herebg found and ceturmlnea by the General Asaembly of
tbp

in

the State of Jxkansas that a Shortage of curtifisd teachers may exist

future s that the zmmealate 1mplementation cf this Act is necessary to preserve
the peace, safety and health of the citizens of the State of Arkansas.
Therefore., an emergency L1s declared to exist, and this Act being necessa%y for
the preservation of the public peace,'heéith, and safety shall be ih ful%

force and effect from and after its passage and approval.

/S/ Harriman, et al

S

APPROVED BY

COvVeRnpr T e
e

T ——
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AT 60O 1989

(. s a5 2VGI0SSED 2/17/89

|
t
é
|
77th General Assembly o .
fﬁl -Eglll" HOUSE BILL f 1173

" 16 "ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 1§39.°7

1 State of Arkdmsas
2

3 Regular Session, 1989

4 By: Representati;es Northeutt, Day,‘Huc:ﬁinson, Matthews, "

5 Maheony, McKissack, and Keeg ' 5
6 | | f
7 "For An Act To Be Entitled -
3 AN ACT TO ENABLE ANY PUPIL TO ATTEND A PUBLIC SCHOOL IN f
9 ARKANS&S IN A DISTRICT OTH*R THAN THAT ONE IN WHICH IHE PU?IL ;
10 RESIDES, SUBJECT TO THE RESTRICTIONS AND CONDITIONS CONTAIN"D ]
11 / Hzazzx;‘gxn'ron OTHER PURPOSES | |
12 R | ) |
13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: f
14 | o ‘ I
15 SECTION 1. 'TITLE. This Act may be referred to and cited as the f

|

117

?:?GISL-’x IVE FTINDINGS *D D-C,ARAiION OF 2UB LIC (ECESSITY.

s L T g e ——

;Q" 19 Ihe Genetal As sembly beré by finds
‘ 20  schools and their parents will become moresz ormed about and involved ln the

21 public educational system if students and their pare-ts or guardians araE

chat the students iz Arkansas public

22 provided greater freedom to determine tne most effective school for meeting

. , ‘ ) , ,
23 their -individual educational needs. Thzre is no-":zght" school for every
Lo—choose from amang

R SR v e Ty

|
farant schools with

3 differing assets will increase the likelihcod that some ma;g.nal studentf stay
' .§ in schoel and that other, more mot! va;ec students f;nd their full academzc .
Ei27 potentxal. o ‘ : , . ‘ - g
The General Assembly ’ur:her ?xnds.that gilving more optxons to paren;s

31 administrators,’ and school

K 32 the educational needs of the studsnts who reside in the districe. - j -
. 1 «
finds that these benefits of enhanced I \\

board me@beré will have added incentive to s%tisfy ,‘<
i A Y
«

t33 . The General Asacms?; therefore £inds

\3& “quality and effect;vene;a in cur peblic szchools justify permizting a student \\:
. - - o

in zny district beyond the one in which he N

25 to apply for admlsszon to a school
bt

3% - resides, provided that the transfer by this student would not adversely affect QQ

i . ) .
o ' ‘ ' jrb09s J

3
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,(f

!
l
i
I
H.B. 1173 |
f
the desegregation of either districe.
S . ‘ _ !
: - : !
SECTION 3. PUPIL CHOICE. & public school choice program is hereby}
atzend a school in a district ia which the

1

2

3 .

4 established to emable any pupi; to

5 pupil does not‘fesida, subject to the restrictioms contained in this hct%
6 o - o !
7

8

9

SECTION &. APPLICATION PROCEDURE. Before a pupil may attend a school iz

a nonrasident district, the pupil's pareat or guardian must submit an

application to the nonresident-district. This application must be postmfrked

10 not later tham February 1, of the year in which the pupil would begin‘th? fall

R . . : : , (

11 semester at the nonresideat district. = . o
: . '

' |

13 . SECTION S. NON-PARTICIPATING DISTRICTS. A school board may, by

14 resolution, determine that it will poz admit any nonresideat pupils to Qts

18 schoolz pursuant to this Act.

S S O

16 4 , .
17 SECTION 6. BASIS FOR ADMISSION DECISIONS. The school board of an
»71'" 18 participating district must asdopt, by resolution, specific standards fo (

' 19 acceptance and 'rejection of applicatiozs. Standards may include the capacicy

LT T Y 29

20 of a program, ¢lass, grade level, or 3cho vuilding. Nothiag in this ﬁc:

(o]
r—

. H
¢r classrocms er in any way %xcaed

W .

21 iequirss a schobl district to add teagner

22 the requirements and standards established by existing law. Standards @ay not
. 23 include an applicant's pravious’academ;c achievemeht,‘athletic or ocher?
IR 24 ekﬁracﬁrricular'ability{ handicappi:g'éonditions, English proficiency lévei,
:ﬁ\.;33 or previous disciplinary proceedings, , l
S A _ , : i
*i_ 27 SECTION 7.f’NOIICE TO APPLICANTS. Within sixty (60) days of the réceipt
"- 28 of an applicatipn from a»nohraﬁidézt pupil seeking admission under the terms

i
f 29 of this Act, a participating district shall notify the parent or guardian and

e . . o , . . - . .
30 the resident district in writing as to whether the pupil's application has

v g
ARTEA VY

31 " been accepted or rejected. If an applicatior is rejectad, the nonresident =
. t

‘. 32 district must state in the notification letter the reason(s) for reject}ou.

. |
: o | \\;
Y36 SECTION 8. -Traasportation. The responsibility for transportatian| for a \J
Q95 nonresident-pupil shall be borne generally by the pupil. The resident

\*ﬁé district may transpocrc the student to tihe d:strict boundary or to a pciLc

|

‘4599?
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, : i
+1 agreeable to the pareat or the ronfea;ddnc axa::-bc zi.hzn evcher the res%d?n:

2 or nonresident district and count that scudenc in the re»zden: !

3 district’s calculacion for transportation funding. The noa:é31denc dist:?cz
" 4 may provide transparcatibn from the resident district’'s boundary or from %

J point ag:eeable with the parent or the :asidenc dvs,:zct within either thL

6 resident or nonresident district to a school in tﬁe nonreszdent district and

7 count that stﬁdgnt fa the nonresident districc's calculation fpr
8 transportaticn fuanding. A A : o o ;

? ' | ;
10 SECTICN 9. _CREDITS} A,:on:esidgnt‘dist:i hall accept credits toLard
11 graduation fhat vere avarded by another district. The nonres;denz dlaCrJ

- 12 shall award a dlploma to a nonresident puplil if the pupzl meets the f
13 ncnresxdent district's g;aduatzorjr-qulgemen::. S ;
14 N ‘ |
15 SECTICON 10. Minimum Foundation 4id. For purposes of determining a %cbool
18 district's Hini¢um Foundation Progranm Aid, tb¢ nonresident scident saall‘be
17 counted as a part of the 4verage Da*;y “émbe"saip of the dist:ict to which the

student has transfe:zed. All add-on weights generated by che student shall
l

b
L»

woo o b9 also be transferred to the districr of attendence. t
viiil 20 : - | - , . )

: - 21 ’ SECTION 1l. LIMITATIONS. ZThe provisions of this Act and all I

. 22 choice options c}eated hereby ara subjec; to the follo owing i‘nltat‘ons g

. 23 (a) No student may t:aﬁsfer'tb a nonresident district where the pe*
. 26 ceatage of enrollment for the studeat's race exceeds that percentage in his
F 25 resident district. ' |

LT 26 (b) 1In arny insisncé vhers the fdragcing provisions would result;in a

+ .
. -
a2 . i .
' |

e 27" confliet with a desegregaticn court order, the terms of the order shall
28 goversn. f = f
29 - . ;
30 SECTION 12.+ ATHELETIC ELIGI3ZILITY. A cstudent who transfers to a g
1

1o

31 nonresident district shall not be eligidle for interscholastic athletic
-+ 32 competition for a period of one year from the date of the beginning of the

o 33 transfer. = , B ' :

¥
A 34
(\‘.ﬁz 35 SECTION 13. DISPUTE RESOLUTION. The Board of Education shall be
©%_ 36 authorized to resolve disputes arising under Sections 3, 9, 10, 11, andll2 of

I
. ‘ - ‘ {

ey

3 ,  jmb094 !
: |
|
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this Act. .(w

i

i

i

i

' = : ‘ ‘ :  H.B. L173 'I
: ’ )

|

!

SECTION 16; AlYl provisions. of this Act of a general and permanent nature

e Arkansas Co?e

endatory to the Arkansas Cede of 138? Annotated and th 3

are am

me in the Code.

1

2

3

4 ‘ 1
§ Revision Commission shall incorporate thé same i
6V i
7

8

9

/s/V, Northcutt et al

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

N

20 | o -
21 ST . | | -
22, o . ' |

23

24
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STATE OF ARKANSAS i
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR Bill Clinton
Stare Capitol - S Governor
Liztle Rock 72201, I;

AR DEPT.ED ASST DIR | Fax:501682448 Jul 17 °%  10:03  P.17/18 |

‘Dear Edltor‘

The Arkansas School Choice Act of 1988, passed by the General
Assembly in January, 1989, affords parents a tremendous
opportunity - the chance to choose the school their child will
attend. The vision that Arkansans share of a strong, effective)]
concerned educational ‘system is exemplified by the Passage of this
law. . . : ,

1
i
!
| o |
‘ ‘ , , | |
December 15, 1589 - ‘ ‘ g
. ‘ : » L i
|
|

i
The School Choice Program will allow students to enroll in a |
public school outside the district in which they live. The law!
recognizes that not all school children have the same lnterestsI
and educational needs and that a school ocutside a student’s A
‘resident district may better serve him. This law is also an i
incentive for schools to maintain high gquality programs. |
. With the school choice law, oarents now have a much greater rolé
in their child’s education. Unencumbered by the restrictions of
residence, parents are how more freé to seek out the school that'
is most beneflczal to thelr chwld |
To attend a school ocutside his district, a stncent s parents ort
guardians must submit an application to the district the student
wishes to attend. Applications for the 1590-51 school year must
be postmarked no later than February 1, 1990. However, there are
some restrictions on transfers dealing witn racial balance. 1Ifi
you have questions about your child's eligibility, please contact,
the Arkansas Department of Education at 507-682-4204. . !

The law provides schcol districts the cption of partzc;patlng in
the School Choice Program. Districts should publicize the
decision of their school boards in time for parents to make an
application before the February deadline.

The 1mplementat10n of the State Standards of Accreditation for |
Arkansas Public Schools in 1983 set into motion what has been
termed the "first wave'" of educatidnal reform. The Standards
require all public schools in the State of. Arkansas to meet i
specific educational standards develcoped by a committee of ;
Arkansans and ‘implemented by the State Boa:d of Education and the
Arkansas Department of Education. Now, almost six years later, we
see a majority of the state’'s 1,101 schools meeting the Standards
in both the letter and the spirit oz tne law. The time has c0me
for us to make preparation for the "second wave' of reform - |
moving beyond .the Standards. .

o
|
f
i
1
|
=

f
|
j
|
f
!
|
i
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December 15, 1989
Page 2

"The School Ch01ce Law is one of many steps on the state s road to
It is 1mportant

a brighter future for the children of Arkansas.
tomorrow, to act'on

for us, the parents and guardians of A*Aanbdsf
our responsibility of building a state and natlon prepared to{

enter the 21st century. ‘ . g
Sincerely, | ' ‘ f
4 z
Ty Clantoo— |
- Bill Clinton C
BC:kvl:ble:bm -
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