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FEDERAL EXECU11VE BOARDS 

Federal E:s:ullrive Board. (FEB) were ac..bUllled by Presldeat KeDDecfIy 0•..' 
November 10, 1961 to Imprcrre iDteraailltieral m.......tpndlcel air I' to 
provide • central rocus ror FMen) pa11icipldloD in dVte .tram f. lIIajor 
m'tropollhiD .re.,. .. " 

Federal ESKildve Boards are composed or die bad. of aU Federal 
. 	departmahll Ind I"ac:y field ofticcs, bOtlJ ctYUJaa ad mWary, located 'a . 

major metropolitaD areas. A Cbalraad otber oOicetJ an elected a.aaally, fro.. 
amoDI fbe membenblp to pl"O'ridc leadenilip to die Board's operatloa. All 
Executive Dim:tor aDd Secretary ten'e i. ''apport to tire Boaid. Co....lttca 
lad Cocncils carry oat mterageracy proJldI CODUtaat wltII the Board's 
minlcD!!. n. Board. receive overall polley direction f'to_ lIle 0fIiee or 
Personael. MIlIIIg,mnt (OPM). 

Federal Eueafly, Boards ""e as prf&II' ..... lor dlaellliaadil iafona.tln 

witbln tbe Federal government, (or i.teNplCY tnlD" aid for pl"OIIIottag 

dltcufl.'IloD of Federal policies aDd actiYlttet or import.uee. to aD Federal 

neeattvq I. the field. TIle Board. al.D HrYe u dlu.eIs 01 eomlllDkado. to 

Washington, D.C. on govemmeDtwtde uwaapmeDt inaa reqairia. spedal 

atte'.1·~"'n. ' 


;F~~e','1l1 Execlldve Board; have bee. d_ap.ted by Pnaideadal .diaD lor 28 
metropolit.. areIJ.· nne an: Albaqllerq.e-S.... Fe. Adaabl, BaJtImare, 
Bostoll, 88"'_10, Chicqo, CiDci...U, a.eJud, .......n. Wordl, Deo...er', 
DetroIt, RODolalu-Padfic. Houtoa, lCaaa cay, LoI Aqela, Mia.1. N..".,k. 
New Orleans, New York, OkiahollUl City, Pldladelplda, Pi.....argb. Partlead. St. 
Loul!!, Saa Antonio, So Fraadsco, Seattle ad tIIeND Cd.. 

The Atlanta FEB bu over 120 memben represeDtbll more tha. 41,000 ~edenl 
emp)oytel fa. the Atlanta area.. . 
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The Scho~1 Board of Broward Co,unlty, Florida 

, fllce ,of the Superintendent 
ItC. 'Wright Adminlat,ratlon Center 

6OO"Sp,utheaat ThIrd Avenue/10th Floor 
'Fort Lauderdale, FJorlda 33301 

• ; •• I' 

'I " TellQhone (954) 7651268 
-Dr.;'iFrank:R. PetrtlzleJo, ~Dorothy J. Orr, ed.D•• 
SuPerintendent of Sch of. Executive Assi~tant to ' 

'!Damlan Hutten,hoff, Djr etor, the Superintendent and 
DIstrict Administration Board Liaison 

DATE: 6 L8 97 

TO: Mike Cohen 
~~~~~----~------------

""",23,,--_ 

F=~)(: 202-456-5581 

FROM: Frank. R. Petl uzielo 

~UMBEROF .cOPIES, EXCLUDING, COVER SHEET: 

COMMENTS: 
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., 	 /-- .' SCHOOL ,ACCQU\!lABILITT AND lMPBQYEWKI 
'rnE SCHOOL SOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY HAS ESTABL.1SHED AN':ACCOO'NTABIUTY 
ANO SCHOOL [MPROVEMENT SYSTEM 8ASED ON lHE PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS AND 
EDPCATIONAl PROGRAM . JH~ SYSTEM SUPPO~rs NATIONAL GOALS'2000. VOLUNTARY 
NArriONAt. ;STANDARPS SDEVEtOPEP, fLORIPA BLUEPRINT 2OC()AND THE MISS[ON, 
BEtlEFS 	AND MAJOR SYS M PRidiiht-es' QF:~n:nrSCHOOl BOARD OF a,ROWARD COUNTY. 
~ BLUEPRINT: BROW 0 SOIoOLS OF EXcELLENCE IS mE DISTRICTS FRAMEWORK 
ANt> VEHICLE FOR SCH 1. IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY. IN ORDER TO 
ADDRESS ,mE CHALLENG ' AND'fuLLY fMPLEMENT THE'VISION ARTlCUl..ATED £N THE 
SCHOOL BOARD'S MISSIO ,AND: BECiEFS;: THERE lS A NEED FOR AccoUNTABlLlTY AT ALL 
LEVELS OF THE ORGAN All0N':TOjIMPROVE, STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND SCHOOL 
EFFECTIVENESS. 'ACC '," riiNGiy~ ',THIS',:, POLICY DESCRIBES A,' COMPREHENSIVE 
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM FOR' ruE :BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRJCT~ 

Autaorlty 	F. ~s. Chapter,91';'283A~ -64;' 92.136'::' , 

93..93, 9):198, 93..234, ,3-'144.:, "":'" 

F. S. :l3(}:22Cll~fi£'F. s. :~92,,,.; .. 
POLiCYADO . D: 3 21/95'& ,4 ,96 	 Pelky Amended 01/21/97 

RULES: 

1. 

We, the ,Sch~l.", ,ard of.. ~r~w,,~,g:,S:ountyI' Flo.nda, cQmmi~ ourselves to a 
philosophy of resp . 'ct: and': high' expeetatiQl\s,: f¢'r all students (pre-kindergarten 
throu;gh adult), ach,~s .. 'and st~f;, af(d, with parent, and community 
participation and par~ership~" w~ will . provide the, process and support 
whi~h will give 0 r diverSe, multicultural student population equal access to 
a q~ality educatio . 

2. 	 School Board's Bel efa Statements: 
" . , 

a. 	 All studenc:anleam, but they learn 'at different· rates and with 
different pre erential styles. :. 

b. 	 All students should be taught how to leam. . 
c. 	 W,e;.. ll\us~ : P epiUe;",31~, ,sty.~en.~' ,(or, a" ~ow:ledge-based, technologically 

rich, and cuI "" 'ally diverse 21st century. . 
d. 	 A safe and '. e e,nvirQnment .is requisite for, teaching ~d learmng. 
e. J..~ami~g" 51\ :Ul((~e;:pi~ce ;~tho~e, ~"s~ool, ~d in the community. 
f, StUdent "chr vement:'i$,'enhanced.,JhrO.uglt, partnership,s. 
g. 	 All individu 'Is sho~ld ~'treated with respect and dignity. 
h. , S~09ls. shC?, d,re~~~,.:part.icip~tory ~,~J:\a~ntent. ;. . 
i. 	 SC.h~1s,',sho , ' d",be,:,a\CQluntapleJor, il1:\p.ro.vmg. stqdent ~dUevem~n~. 
j. 	 Staff sh~uld, ' ';pfoYl(.fed witb p:~ofess~p,n~1. dev.elopmeJ;tt and trammg. 
k. 	 'All'decisions sh()~d'.he ~as,edon student needs and what is best for 

students. , 
w. 
""'ien" 

' 
1. 
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3. School Board's Major 5 

b. 
c. 

d. 

,Addressing grow . 

r . 
Improving studen I staff Safety and security. 

a. 	 Improving stude t achievement and school effectiveness. 

e. 	 Increasingstuden a;nd 'staff accountability. 
f. 	 Expanding partne. ships. 
g. 	 Attracting and re ining the Pest t~achers, principals and support staff. 
h. 	 Utilizing. technol· y to i~prove student achievement, teaching and 

staff productivity. 
i. 	 Empowering pare ts and community through participation. 

4. 

The following assumpti ns· undergird the accountability system: 

a. 	 School performan· .is ,a..prpduct of the combined ~fforts of the School 
Board and. its . g v~ance policies, the· administration, ,principals, 
teachers, support taff, .stl,1d,ents, pare~ts, business, and the community. 

b. 	 Perfonnance ~ m IS.~ against tbe ..same' high .academic standards for 
all.h.idents. All ools 'are expected to:petform at a level that reflects 
high expectations or students and staff.. However, issues beyond the 
control of schools (e~g.,. extraordinary mobility; critical overcrowding; 
ina'easing numbe of studentsUving at or below the pov:erty level; 
inc~eased enroUm nt of non-English s.p,aking immigrant students, 
some of whom ve !itt!, or no experience in a fonnal education 
setting) should be taken into ac~oUnt in determining school progress. 

2 
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S¢UOOL (\CCOvrrrABD.rtr AND JMPRQYfiM!iNI., " ' ,", r 
, c. 	 ~ch~ol pro~ress ~s~valuat~~ .b~d on a'combh~atioh of performance 

mdlcator~ . ndud~ll~,stu.d~nt achIevement, attendance, dropout rates, 
and addltl nal alternative assessment indicators (e.g., portjolios of 
student w rk,post graduation ~~~cess.' enrollment i:n and passing of 
advanced placement classes, proactive, approach to safety and 
discipline). 

d. 	 Schools ar expe~ea.: t'O Jd.entify and, implement a PJ1'ocess to achieve 
im'proved "tudelll p~rfo,rmance'(e.g., Coalition of Essential Schools, " 
Shared De' sion'M'ciking; ·SAGE).' 

e, 	 Schools ar evaluated on current' year perfortnance~ as well as two-
three year ends', , 

f. 	 Schools' wi h a:hi~t~ry, of 'poOr,'-p~rfonn~n~e are expected to make 
gre!lter pro' ess:.tJi lmpI:.()ving s:ttident "achie.veni.ent~·. attendance, and 
d'r<?pout r ,es ,~~an::,: schoo,ls' whh: higher performance on these 
Ir\easUres.' It. m~y. ~l.so ,reqUire unequal.' resources tp meet unequal 

entslschools.' 	 ' ..,: ,.' , 

g. be 'dear incentives 'and' responses for: 

needs of stu 

a) 	 schoos whkh",de,nlonstiite:'hIg'h ittvels of performa'rtce 'and/or 
high vels 9f progr,ess. , 

b) schoo which~deinonStrate iow levels of performance and/or 
, low 1 vels of progress. ' 

h. 	 A,school de ' nnined'by the school distnctto demOnstrate low levels of 
perfonnan . and(or,J~w ,levels , o~ ,P!ogress should be required to 

, de~el'o,pand ..imple~em~,awt,it::ten':CQr.rective action plan, which should 
become a p , "of-the'Sd\oolIi'riprovement Plan (SIP): 

',~ 

1. If sCl\ 'l~pl~~~ i:J1lpiov'ement does", npt oecur under the . 
lead', ,h~p,,~f.;,th~, pr:incipa~: -in, a' timfdy m~ner, the ar~a 
superi tendent" should'" coordinate' the 'provlslon of specIal 
tec~ 1 assis~ce, tr~ining" and support 

'2. ' 1 improvem'enfstill dOeS not occur' after provision of 
sistance" training, al.ld, support, sucb schools should be 

su~~,':~ reyiei-!lintervention, bya team of administrators and 
teache who will m~ke. recommendations to the 
Superi tendent which may include (1) changes in instructional 
progr , ;, (~) 'j m.od,~f_ic~po~~, in, sch~l prOCiedur!s. and/or 
opera 	ons; (3) prescribed asslstance/tralmng for I admInIstrative, 

3 
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SCHOOL ACCOUNIABn.rry ANI) IMPBovpmtT 
. instructio~al,and/or support staff; and (4) total redesign of the 
school/st' f/educational program. 

s. 

aj 	 The general pu qse of t~e BCPS Accountability System is to assess the 
success of the Boward County: Blueprint for Excellence. program by 
measuring the i divid\,lal; progress .of every school in achie!ving a broad 
rangeot student perfo.rmance indicators and of every area and district 
office il'\ providig services and resources to schools in an effective and 
efficient manne . . 

b~ 	 The overall go 1 of the! BCPS Accollntability System is to promote 
schools'progres in achieving the.ir educ~tional mission as it relates to 
the Major 5yst m Prior~lties. The objectives of the Accountability 
System are to: 1) monitor schools' progress by measuring a set of 
school perform. nce' indicatqrs; (2) determine which .schools are 
meeting the dis·ct's objectives and can serve as models for other 
schools, and (3 determine which schools are failing to meet the 
objectives and r quire assistance and/or intervention. 

6. 	 School Accountability ystem Guidelines 

a.. 	 As the ··BCPS A countability System is further ·developed, additional 
specific guidelin 5 will be formulated.to: 

1. 	 Promote xcelien~e and equity in s.tudent performance as 
measured y a comprehensive set of valid assessments; 

2. 	 ccurate and timely information about student 
. ce at the school level for full public disclosure; 

3. 	 Use a de Iy defi.,edset of analyses£ including research on 
effective chools.: and review procedures to evaluate the 
efficiency nd effectiveness of schools· progre~s; ­

4. 	 entives :for rewarding s.chools for innova:tion and/or 
improvement in student performance; and, 

S. 	 Include a strong ,and effective set of responses focused on 
continuou improvement in outcomes for all student 
populatio s. 

7. . 	 A~countability Criteria and Performance Ratings'. 

a. 

4 
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The School ~ccountability System is based on a dual set of criteria: (1) 
standard,s of service~ ,based ..on local priorities, state, standards, and 

,na:tional st Indards, as,' they: develop;' (2) assessment: of progress 0 n 
various 5ch 01 ,performance:jndicators ,(including datCJ on the Annual 
Report of. ,hoot 'P-togress; in ,addition to alternative methods of 

, asses'sment). "Both:: criteria, 'Will be used to report annually on student 
achievemen ,and ,;scbool progress :in, ,improving studeIitt achievement. 

b. 	 Annual Rep Its Qf School and District Progress 

1. 	 Each,> chool y:~ar, :,anjndividual Annual' S,chool i Progress Report 
will ,disttibu.ted,,:,to, the"parents of all pupils'in the district and 
to 0: er irjte~ested" comrnuJ'ity' members., A core part of each 
reporwilL.corisist of..key data :elements approved by the Florida 
Boar of Education and a report on the statu,s of the School 
Impr vement Plan objectives. 

, . 
i " 2." 	 An a grega,tiorf:of all schools' results will be ipublished in an 

Annu l' :Report of DistrictP,rogress: the Annual Report of. 
Distri Progress will'highUght 'student achieve,ment and school 
tU'fecfvettess, as well as district-wide· progress on Major System 
Priori ies. . 

3,.· 	 CUS~O er'" ·sur,veys will be conducted .annu~lly to provide 
feedb ck,to, schools, the administration'and the ,School Board on 
the r¢eption of students, parents, and members of the 
com unity,:of school effectiveness. 

c. 	 Ann~l Per rmance,:And ~ogress, C~tegories 

Schools,will 'rated ,~ually at (),l1'~,Qf three levels b~d on a formula 
which tues into co~sideration p¢~fol1l:'lanc,e/progres~ on the above-
referenced ·tena. The, three propps:eci' levels are: ' 

, , 
• 	 "Ret:o . ized Performance/Progress: . high·,perfor~ing· or high 

progr ss schools'.' 

• 	 Act:q able Pert(jp"ance/Pr,otiess: schools with'jacceptable 
stude t ac:hie,v~ment or progress. 

• 	 to Iml'rof)~, Perfo1Tl1an.t:eIPr~~ess: sch~ls with low 
ement or minimal or rio progress~ 

The weighti 	,gs ,tel ~be~· used', in aU analyses of indicato~ ar~ listed b~low 
by indicator' ,area~ Combining the indicator area scores will result in a 
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ICI'f09L t.cCOUNTASILDT AN]) :1MPRpypg;m 
C"mposite Index score. A variety of indicators will be used within the 
Student Achievetnent inc;1ic~tor area. The Composite Index (Le., the 
total score! will bf.cak.ulat~d for each school and .will serve as the ~asis 
for plaong s hoolsmto three categorIes: 1. Recogmzed 
Performance/Pro ress; 2. Acceptable Performance/Progress; or 3. Needs 
to Improve Perf rmancel:Progress. Each. individual indicator within 
each indicator ar a will contribute to the Composite Lndex on both a 
Current Status a d Longitudinal Progress basis. 

The following ca gorie.sJ)f i·ndicators used to rank schools are based on 
current measur s. New categories and new measur~s will be 
developed ande process win continue to evolve. The lo~g..term goal 
is to move towa d'a connn\lOus progress assessment system with the 
potential for indi idualizing the eduea.tional plan for every student. 

K·12 

INDICATOR. AREA 	 ElEMENT~R.Y M1J:I)[.E JilQl 

St.udent. Achiev ment 	 60~ 60% 60% 
Optional Studen Achievement 

Indicator i 10~ 10% So/O 
Dropout/Gradu lion So/O 
Student Attend ce 100/4. 10,. 10% 
T~acher Attend ce 10'; 10,. 10% 
St:udent Behavi 5% 5,. S% 
Partnership. 5«- S~ 5%. 
TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 

MULTI-Centers 
DlSqrUNAILY ADULT AND HANDICAPPED 

INDICATOR All Hles-· AND SED CENTERS VOCATIONAL CENTERS 
Student AchleYfm 601(, lO~ 60.. so~ 

Optio:na1Student "mInt 
IDdlator 5" 201(, 151(, 	 15~ 

5~. DrDpDutf.Gladuatio 5.. 5'1. 5.. 

StMden.t Attllndmce 10" 10.. N/A 10'1G 


Teachv Al1IIMuce 10'1. 10,. 10" 10~ 


Student Behavior 5.. 209f. 5' 5~ 


5.. 51!(,p.,me.I."Jhip' Sill 5~ 

TOTAL 	 100" 100-" 100.. l00~ 

8. 	 Accountability lncenti es and Responses 

a, 	 The over.all pur 'e of t~e a~countabmtyresponses is to establish an,d 
maintain highpectations for ,every school and to provide support 

6 
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SCHooL ACCOtlNTABILIlY RID 1MpR0t1EMfiNl' 
, and assistance required at e~ery school not'a~hieving district standards 

for student a I, hievement or progress toward achieving such standards. 

b. 	 The ac~ount bility system ,pr()vicie~, for ~ series' of po~itive actions to 
encourage '5C '0015' performingiat high:'lev~ls and/or making exemplary 
Of, recognize ptqgre$sto maintain their efforts. For schools with 
'pe'rforma.nce 'determimid' 'a~cept~ble, but not makIng sufficient progress 
or low perf rmance ,and minimal progress, actions would include 
review and assistance from the area and district, as well as close 
monHoringi pedo'rmance results. 

,In: order to 'sisto sCllpoiS i~: their accountability effqrts, Innovation 
Z'ones have:,:been: ~stablishedto' -;-enhance school improvement 
initiatives al a,dy begun by individual school communities. Through 
defining· gr' ups 'of schoolS' empowered'to work in a collaborative 
manner, 'so oolscan·better, analyze, align, provide continuity, and 
'implerri~nt·, MdvatioitS .. 'designed to: meet the needs of all students, 
(pre-K to ad It).. 

c. 	 'One S\ippO~ Teams from district and area offices will 
provide sup rt and:techrii&J. 'asSistance' to Innovation Zones. These 
teams will assist schools in areas such as diagnosis, assessment,' 
intervention an~~school l.fnprovement planning. This support 
includes: assi, tance and-tra:inmg. in ·the ~alysis of data, development of 
needs assesments, written measurable objectives l and specific action 
'steps fOf'ad ressing those objeqives. Team members are also part of 

. iriterventio 	 . : teams,; forsch'oo!s' determined through the annual 
accountabiU y raring ,to ::.need improvement. 

d 	 Are.a:and Dirict Office' Accountability 
" , .,'".." 

In"order :to!' nSure' that: :al1 cQn1ponentsofthe organization are directly 
focused Oll si~tingschOols in improving student achievement, under 
direc;tiOn 0 theS':lperintend~nt of-Schools, everyuea and district 
office dep' ertt:Will d'ev.l()p- and·implement ,written Departmental 
Improveme·t Plans. which, specify ways in which the department 

, assistS ··and· 'upports: prlridpSls~.and.other school-based staff in their 
sc.l\ool imp o.vemel\t. ·'efforl$:'.<Deparfmental Improvement Plans will 
be· linked . t .;cthe ''Administtativ~: 'PerlormancePlanning and Appraisal 
System and each. adlninistrator's annual'assessment. 

e. 	 A procedur' '. to estflblish: appropriate utr:entivesl rewards,. responses 
and interv ntions", ..for aU, :schools,· will be developed by the 
Su,perinten ent with 'input from the Superintend~nt's ad hoc 
principals'adviSory ,," corrimitte~, 'business/comm~l\1?, . partner~1 
studentS, t achers~' parents, . and employee orgamzations. ThiS 

7 
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SCHOOL ACCOtmTAPlLtty AMP iMPBOypqjNT. ," , 

procedure will bel based on the annual accountability system ratings of 
schools, as follows: . . 

(1) 	 RECOGM. D PERFORMANCE/PROGRESS These schools 
receive the greatest :amount of recognition and autonomy in the 
district in perating, staffing, budgeting, and programming, as 
well as ot er incentives: . 

• 	 Con inu~d implementation of School Improvement Plan, 

e 	 Vid otapes . of the school program/staff/students 
pres nted "t School Board meetings and in other forum. 

• 'al cONiQ,eration for teachers who work as mentors to 
. sch 	 Is making unsatisfactory or no ·progress <e.g" release, 

tim with pay and/or mini sabbaticals for continued 
pro essional,development). 

• de~ignating the school as ·'Recognized." 

• 	 Pi· recognizing teachers. and other schoolstaif for their 
students' meeting state standards for 

of School$, and community leaders to 

'bUitytoi increase autonomy and flexibility in staffing 
use of budget allocations through waivers. 

• 	 Ot et incel\~ves, as recommended by the Superintendent 
ools and approved by the School Board. 

(2) I.E PERFORMANCE/PROGRESS: These schools 
table s~dent achie.vement or progress. They may 

efollOWing assistance to enable them to move to a 
higher Ie el: 

• 	 Re ew'and re·finement of the School Improvement Plan, 
es dally in the area of rigorous objectives. 

• 	 Pr fessional/staff development plan to insure effective 
1m fementation of School Improvement Plan. 

8 
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SCKOOL A¢CQtiNIAllILIlT AND IMPRoYRfENT 
. 0 iAssistance in. de.velopn::ent ··Q·f business, :university, and 

community partnerships to increase hUman and other 
.. resources .available for improving student achievement 

and school effecti:veness. 
t,. ,;.'. 

(3) 	 NEE.D .rO.tMPROVE PERFORMANCE/PROGRESS: If a. school 
is pia edln·thi's~category .fol'·the~first time: 

The ·.nmar}!· ;·respo.nsibiHty :; for planning, developing, and 
imple enting. school improvement efforts in these targeted 

"', 	schoo s .initiaUy, lies. with ·.fh.e ·principal, in cooperation with the 
schoo staff, and community, and with assistanc:e from the Area 
Super ntendent and district office. The followiI\g responses will 
be re .ui:red:; , . 

• 	 The prindpal, with input from the SIT and the staff, will 
develop' a written strategy agreement which identifies the 
actions,. and timelin.~ required to insure improved 
student achievement and school effectiveness over the 
next year. 

.. '.The: Ar'ea~.Superin.tende.nt .will revi~w the proposed 
.agreeme.nt· .wi~h:;,·:the· principal and identify specific 
assistance, actions, and timelines required of area arid 
dis.trict toffke . staff ,·to .. a~complish the d~ired improved 
student achievement and school effectiveness. 

•. 	 '. 'Pr~esS: on th~.'strategie$will be .assessed by the Area 
Superintendent during the second semester of that school 

: year. . 
,,~ " ; , 

. If· a' 	 hool·is'.i.n, this.category:,f~ra·second year. 

•.. 	<fhe" 'Area:.~· Superj~tendent. wiU i coordinate a 
,comprehe~siv~':.a$Se~sJI\e"t . ,of the! school by an 
intervention team established by ·the Superintendent of 
School,· : which indu~es, a ,men~or i. principal of a 
Recogtiized scf:\ool, appropriate arealdistrict office staff, 
and a designee of the '~l,'Q~.ard. Teachers' Union (BTU). 
The team will utilize the ''Research-B~d' Characteristics 
of Quality Schools"··as .the ·basis fOf: diagnosing and 

. addiessing 	 the school's needs for improved 
performance / progress. 

• 	 . Based.: on t.he. intervention team~s findings, the Area 
··Super~ntende~.t -(in cooperation with. the principal, SIT 

9 
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team and fa,culty) will develop modifications to the 
scho 1 improvement agreement over the next year. 

, If a school i placed in this category for a third year. 

'. 	 The uperintendent of Schools may recommend: 

(1) 	 hangesin the school~s instructional program; 

(2) 	 ModifiC:C1!lions in the school's procedures and/or 
operations;, : 

(3) 	 Prescri~d assistance/training for administrative, 
instructional, and/or support staff; and/or ' 

(4) 	 Total ~edesign of the school/staff/educational 
program. 

9. 	 School Board Resp()nsi ilities 

,a. 	 Establish th~ eri eria and process for selecting School Improvement 
Teams and apprve membership lists prior to December 1'. 

b. 	 Approve School Improvement Plans annually. , 

c. 	 Monitor schoo efforts toward adequate progress as identified by 
standa,rds of se ice and approved school improvement goals. 

d 	 Insure through e Sup~nntendent that administrative procedures are 
developed whi provide early intervention and assistance in those 
schools where a, equate progress aiteria are not met. 

e. 	 Report status of schoc;:>ls not ma,king adequate progress to the Florida 
Department of E ucationpursuant to state law policies. 

f. 	 Develop partne :ships . and protocol with government' and private 
agencies that nable sChools to establish agreements with such 
community age des. 

10. School Improvement eam (SIT) 

a. Role:, The rol 
Florida Statute I 

of the~ School Improvement Team [Note: Under 
this function shall be assigned to a group called: 

Coundl"} is to facilitate the' development and 

10 
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monitor progress of the School· Improvement Plan. s:iT's will operate 
upon establiShed administrative guidelines, as determined by the 
Superintend nt.·, " . 

b. 	 ,St.ructure: he operating. procedures: of. the School Improvement Team 
. (e.g., missio . and objectives:, .membership. policies, voting procedures, 
and meeti'ng.times"praces,:and advertising.procedures) will be based on 
consensus: b '. scbooi:and community stakeltolders incl~ding: students,' 
teachers, p nt groups, administrators, and.· other school staff. The size 
of the grou and length of term of membership is determined by 
consen$,us; 0 the's'chool and community. All m~etings of the School 

" 	 lmprovemet Team,·!,ar.e open, advertised meetings aI1-d subject to the 
Sunshine .. w. Minutes :mustbe .kept and made av~ilable for public 
review. Sc ool Imp~oyeme.nt :Team meetings shall·be scheduled at a 
time and 1 tion·which ,wiU, encourage, participation from parent and 
community business . representatives. , 

c. 	 'Membershi : All memberShip: tequi1'ements must be in accordance 
with appli ble Florida Statutes: The membership of each SIT team 
will be.app .oved annuaUy. by the School Board. Changes in School 
Improveme t Team , membership during ,the year must be approved by 

th~ superi1tend~nt;, .: ..' '.' . . :, 

1.' 	 ,Tea ·members-,shaILlnclude, the school principal, a balanced 
,num r 'of",teachers, the: Broward Teacher Union (BTU) building 

stew rd,." ,edtlc.ational ~ supPort employees, students, parents, 
bus', 55 : 'and: ,community .. representatives; including a 
"comunity, . -school" -.representative (when· appropriate). 
"Bala cedt.', refers to insuring a. proportionate :number of team 
mem . ers from each group, including ESE, Pre--K, and ESOL 
teac rs and parents. 

2. 	 A m jorlty of: SIT members shall not be employed at the school 
whe . '.theyServeas'a.5IT me~bet. 

3. ' . ',.members. are •. elected, by ,their peer groups except for· 
'.usiness:· and 'COIll:1T.luni.ty represen~atives who will be 

through a' ,nominati~~)n .and selection process facilitated 
e principal and approved by the te~. 

4. s must be representative of the community served by the 
l' and::l'I'\qst.. ~ndude.:represel').tation frqm different cultures, 

, socioecbnomic groups and genders. If tlile elected team is 
epres.en~ative 'of, the . school community, ,as determined .t1f 

the. rindpal and/or, area :~~perin'tendent, the team must ~evlse 
and 'mplement'a process' which' insures proper representatton. 

11 

http:COIll:1T.luni.ty
http:Imp~oyeme.nt


SUPERINTENDENTS OFFICE Fax:954-760-7483 Jun 18 '97 15:20 P.13/17 

WXl . 

S'UDOL.ACCOtl'J!TMQ.I'IY NjD posQYJMMT 

S. 	 One pareni shall·~ elected annually from each schao1's School 
Improvem nt T~am to serve as Innovati:on Zone 
Represent tive from that. school. The Zone Representative is 
responsibl for att~nding Innovatiop Zone meetings. At the 
school Ie el, the Zone R~presentative is resp~:msible for 
attending A/Ad:visory Meetings and communicating with 
these orga izations. 

d. 	 TraIning: SIT's :11 engage in· ongoing training activities ~o build the 
team, orient n w members, develop skills, influence positive 
outcomes of its plan, e~.pecially student achievement results, and 
increase the cap ety of the school to carry out the objectives of the 
Schoollm:prove· ent Plan.. School-based accountability funds allocat~d 

be used to support these training efforts. 

Team will facilitate the development and 
m·onitor progreofthe ; School Improv~ment. Plan whiCh includes 
such specific c . ponents as baseline data, educational goals and 
objectives of the choot, indicators of school and student' progress, and 
strategies and ev uation. procedures to measure adequate .progress for 
each goal. Sch 1 Improvement Plans will consist of one, two, and/or 
three year obje 'ves with action steps updated annually. each plan 
will be based. on a comprehensive needs assessment conducted by the 
SIT. with the i volvement of the staff and the comm~ty. The 
development of the SIP will be facilitated by the SIT. Each SIP will 

3. 	 Expected wdent leaming Qutcomes (local Standards of Service, 
Florida's Goal ~ea Performance Standards; and National 

11. 

to the schools m 

a.. ovement 

include: 

1. 

2. 

Standards when available). 

4. 	 Strategies and timeframes for improvement. 

s~ Participat ry management model. 

6. . Descripti n oEhow r~sources will be used/redirected to support 
strategies (including waivers needed in existing local, state, 
and/or.F deral rules/regulations/polities). 

12 
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,:' 7. Nece$ary traihing, te~iinital ~ss'is't~nte/: arid Juppor't to plan, 

deY~lfP':, a~djmpletI1,en't' 'scho~l. improvement ,strat~gies plan, 
deve'l p~and ~,~pleme~t school,lID'provement strategIes. 

'8. Repo ton sta,tLtso(cunent year's plan. 

e of Student 
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1~ T~o fgtCuJty meinberselected by th~ faculty (the 
teacher who withheld coriSent'to readmitting the student 
may DOt. serve· on· theCQmmittee); Two alternates shall 
alSo be ·Selected..·· ... . .. 

'. .2. ..:. '. One:Staff IDember;.and.one alternate appointed by 
. ·t.D.eprincipal; . ." . . 
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1 NEWS RELEASE 

HISD first in America to launch I 
classroo'm performance, system 

Providence, Rhode Island, July II, 1997 - The Houston Independent School District (HISD), 
America's 6th largest, will become the first school system in the country to launch a new compre­
hensive classroom p~rformance system, officials announced Friday at a national news conference. 

, ,', ' , ' ~ 

More than 100 mSD schools and tens ofthousands ofschool children will take part in this bold 
new effo~ to improve student learning and teacher performance. The program will be watched 
closely by educational and political leaders across the nation. ". . . 

The anitouncerltent ~as'~de FridaypymSD SJlperintendent Rod Paige at a Providence, Rhode 
Island, news conference during a meeting ofthe:Eaucation Commission ofthe States (ECS). The 
news ~onference was opened by Georgia Gov. Zell Miller, chairman ofECS. " . 

'. " . 

"Our focus in flouston always has been onimproving teaching and learning,~ Dr. Paige said. "This 
will give us ad9itional tools in our efforts ~o be more effective and efficient in the use of our ' 
resources to i~prove student learning," Dr. Paige said.' '. , 

, 
Dr. Paige said ms~, with approval of its board of trustees, will pil()t Class A-CT, .a t,echnology­
based system, in more than 100 ofthe dii..trict's 272 schools. Class ACT,will give students, parents 
and teachers information that has never before been available to measure'stUdent progress. Class 
ACT also will provide resources to help teachers and parents improve student performance. 

Class ACT is made up offour products developed by Fox River Learning, HOSTS Corporation, 
Educational Performance Management and Coopers & Lybrand: 
* In$ite shows people where money is spent by program, by school and by function so educators 
can move money to support what is working.
* InForm shows teachers and parents how students are progressing and what teaching strategies 
are proving to be effective. . 
* InStruct offers resources and strategies teachers can use to tailor learning for each student. 
* InSpire helps districts recruit and train community members and parents to effectively mentor 

students. 


PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



i NEWS RELEASE 
Hattie Mae White Administration Building • 3830 Richmond Ave., Houston, Texas 77027 

Rod Paige, Superintendent of Schools 

CLASS ACT QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

What is Class ACT? Class ACT provides information about each student's progress 

and strategies for parents and teachers to improve student achievement. Class ACT 

was developed by Coopers & Lybrand, Fox River Learning, HOSTS, and Educational 

Performance Management. It incorporates years of research documenting the best instructional 

practices of school districts around the country. 


Why is Houston Independent School District (HIS D) the first school d~strict in the 
. nation to adopt Class ACn The Class ACT team responded to the challenge set forth 
by the IDSD board in its Declaration of Beliefs and Visions for the school district. That 
statement says that the mission of the district is t9 teach students ..IDSD's Superinten­
dent, Dr. Rod Paige, who previously served on the IDSD board, iscommitted to fulfill­
ing the objectives of that vision statement. For a copy of the district's beliefs and 
visions, please call 713-892-6393. ._, 

What will HISD Gain From Class ACn Class ACT provides IDSD a way to direct 

expenditures and programs toward enhancing teacher performance and improving stu­

. dent academic skills. With Class ACT information, IDSD will be able to determine the 
efficiency of expeflditures down to the school level, and how that spending relates to 
the level of performance within the classroom. Teachers will have the information they 
need to create individualiz~d lesson pla.1lS for ev~ry student in the classroom; 

When will HISD begin using Class ACT? IDSD will put Class ACT in place in more 

than 100 of the district's 272 schools during, the fall 1997 semester. 


How will we know if the program works?IDSD has used each of the tools within 
Class ACT at different schools durinKthe past five years. The success of those experi­

ences has promoted IDSD the Class ACT team to combine the tools and to put them in 

place in almost half of the district. 
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ICoopersR~ 
LEARNING L.Le. &Lybrand 

Class ACT is a suite oftools-InStruct, InSpire, InForm and In$ite-for administrators and teachers 
that integrates curriculum and accountability issues identified by the HISD Board during the past four 
years. These tools focus educators on quality student learning and teachers as leaders. The suite provides 
current and relevant student achievement information to teachers. Mo~ver, Class ACT supports the 
ability of administrators to evaluate and support teachers more effectively. 

Given the significant number ofmanagement and technology initiatives underway in the district, Qass 
ACT holds particular promise. By design, it builds capacity first at the teacher l<7vel, leaving the teacher 
in charge of instructional decision-making. With teachers as instructional leaders, HISD can more 
effectively support collaboration for specific students, strategies and prograrns.Moreover,because ofthe 
availability of resource allocation information by school, it is anticipated and expected that teachers, , 
administrators and the Board ofHISD will be able to confidently dedicate resources for students to programs 
that have proven effective over time. ' 

~ The ability to implement accelerated learning strategies for individual students 
~ The ability to proftle student academic progress 

~ The ability to track by school actual costs ofall resources used in individual schools for both ' 
instructional and non-inStructional purposes 

The identification and preliminary work necessary to install the effective tools ofa learning organization 
have been positioned in HISD. The fUll implementation of these .class ACT programs will move 
HISD toward a constructive response to Recommendations 9, 16,'17,20 and 29 of the Performance 
Review issued by the Texas State Comptroller's office in Fall 1996. 

PHOTOCOPY 
': PRESERVATION 

InStr u ctTM is a tool to help teachers utilize resources and aSsemble teaching strategies tailored to 
the individual needs ofstudents. This tool currently has three programs: Language Arts/Reading, 
Mathematics and Spanish Language Arts. HOSTS Educational Research L.L.C., a Fox River Learriing 
L.L.C. affiliate, intends to add Science and Social Studies in the near future. InStruct allows a teacher to 
assemble individual student prescriptions to accelerate lear~ing as well as extend classroom i1uttucU~nat ' 
strategies and assessment instruments already in use in HISD. InStruct can address the needs ofall ~"" 
students on, above or below grade level. ' 

InSpire™ supports InStruct by bringing structured mento~ing into the classroom. InSpire giV~\:' 
,,', teachers, mentors, and parents a centralized place to communicate with one another about the , 

, '~ducational progress ofindividual students and to identify appropriate and effective educational, '_ 
materials. '.,lnSpire allows mentors and parents to develop and confirm their effectiveness through the :fi.:: 
sharing ofinstructional strategies. . ' .,;,;"~\1§.,, 
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SHEREE T. SPEAKMAN, PARTNER, K-12 EDUCATION, ' 
COOPERS & LYBRAND L.L.P. 
Sheree T. Speakman is the national partner responsible for Cooper & Lybrand's work if? K-12 Education 
and is based in Chicago, Illinois. Ms. Speakman leads the firm's efforts in the areas ofK-12 consulting 
work and in establishing expenditure benchmarking guidelines for public education. She is also an 
authority on management information in ,K-12 education. 

" 

Ms. Speakman is responsible for developing and deploying resources in the firm's education partnerships 
with school districts, including its national alliance with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Center for 
Workforce Preparation. Jointly, Coopers & Lybrand and the Center for Workplace Preparation have 
released)n$ite.™ The Financial Analysis Model for Education™, a management reporting tool for 
American education. Sheree and her team developed the methodology and software supporting the 
model. She currently leads the implementation process for the model that is underway in a number of 
U.S. states and individual school districts. This work is focused on satisfying each district's need to 

produce and communicate better information at the district and individual school levels. 


Sheree has over 20 years of diversified financial management experience and managed the merger and 
acquisition practice for Coopers & Lybrand in the midwest from 1983 to 1988. She worked on 
transactions involving 16 of the private sector industries that u~dertook organizational and financial 
restructuring during the 1980s during the period of significant acquisition and divestiture activity. From 
there she transferred to Coopers & Lybrand's London office for two years where she specialized in 
international corporate finance transactions. Sheree has an AB degree from Albion College in Michigan 
and an MBA from the University of Chicago in Illinois., ' 

GOVERNOR ZELL MILLER. STATE OF GEORGIA 
The Almanac of American Politics says: "Few GovenlOrs have played as pivotal a role in national politics 
or have sounded a louder clarion call of regional leadership than Zell Miller as Governor:" ,Zell Miller is a 
product of the Appalachian Mountains. Bo~n in the small North Georgia town ofYoung Harris, Governor 
Miller at one time or another has been a businessman, a teacher, a Marine Sergeant and is the author of 
three books. A fourth book Corps Values - based on his experiences in Marine Corps boot camp at Parris 
Island, S.C. - was published in June. 

He has been a professor at four colleges and universities. His public career includes service at virtually 
every level of government. He served as mayor, as a member of the Senate and as Lieutenant Governor 
until he was elected Governor in 1990. Since taking office in 1991, his love of teaching and commitment 
to education has resulted in one of the most ambitious agendas to improve public education in this 
century. Governor Miller's HOPE Scholarship Program has been called the most far-reaching in the 
nation by The Los Angeles Times. 

His pre-kindergarten program is the only one in the nation available to all four-year-olds. He has raised ' 
spending on education to new highs, and at the same time has cut taxes more than any Governor in 
Georgia history. Georgia is one of the leading states in job creation and during the nearly seven years 
Miller has been Governor, new jobs have been created at the rate of more than 2,500 a week. Sam Nunn, 
the recently retired four-term U.S. Senator from Georgia, who has known and worked with Miller for 
more than 25 years, calls him "tough as nails." You can see this in the way he has dealt with criminals. His 
"Two Strikes and You're Out" law is the toughest law of its kind in the United States. 

Governor Miller is currently the chairman of the Education Commission of the States. He alsoch.aire~, , 
the Southern Governors' Association., the Appalachian Regional Commission and the ~~ncil o(§91f~' :"", 
Governments. In addition, Governor Miller keynoted the 1992 Democratic National,~nveIl:ti9n ~.n,New 
York and was chairman of the platform drafting committee for the 1996 Democratic National!, ,:~, _' 
Convention in Chicago. Governor Miller is married to the former Shirley Carver. They ....tti;Y!!,.t~O sons,' 
four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. I 
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',," ~ Payzant'sDrst ·gfades:·.. 
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c ':li:The slains on the Boston pubud schools are next year as he,did,this year on ·reading,s promise 

~ rrlosl visible in June with the release of citywide tbatmust be l,tept.if there is any,hop~ for a major­
: scores on standardized watB..Hather ~han disguise ity of Boston~sstqdents to !!leet. the state's. rudt, 
: 
:' th.e low scores,' a . practice of his predecessor, standards for' graduation in the year200S ... : ". . .... ! 

:. S'ci\opl Superintendont Thomas Pay;zant prE-oases .' . The best news, perhaps, is t:he test itself.'For a 

:' oW\vith his five-year plan to improve the syswm.· 'second year, Boston students have tak~nthe' chal­
:: ;:~ On the .plus sid{!,Boaton's middle school ,stu. lenging S41nford 9 AChievement Test, whichrn(jst 

: dPI1t.s showl'lome improv(~ment over last year, es- 'urban 'sys~ms shun as too demanding.: Payzant's . 

. p~qially in reading. In 20 of 23,middleischools, few-:- .expectations are' bjgh,He accepts .. that 8ol~d as~· 

:: Cll,student~ scored ill the lowest pcrf~nmmce level'· :sessments drive g~ateaehing and learning~ That· 

~ this year than last. The system's yeadong coneen- advantage, however; could. be undonequlc~yf(hls 

: tration on reading skills is having a p6sitive impact administration' 'fails :tOga!neonecss{ons:from ,the 

~ .even in.' the' middle gl:adm;, which educators find Boston. Teachers' {u,nIon on" sched~Ung;'::~r.foi-, 

) th€ hardest toLQach. . mance evaluation, and other issuos:U1at affect.the . 

j ~?MathscoreR, however, are; deeply disappoint- qualiiy-'of.classrooms. ,":'.. " ;; ',' :.' ",:". : . 

l iRit' systemwide. In Grade. 6; for !example. 45 Boston students are still far from icaching~e' 
. 
, p~k~ent· of students show littleor no maswry or...~<solidaeademic performance" ca~gorythatde•. 
~ bfl§jc skilht And thai figure rises to ai troublin,g.79·' fines success on ih4 Stanford 9.13ut Ws is"just ~e 
~ PIl1i~ept by 11th grade. Boston has yet to reverse. " . end of the fiist ye~ of.Payzant's tmpleJllen~tioll . 
:: th(!~ lixiom that Um longer a student remains in the 'of citywide lcanung standards. If the ~orCS re,.
l syStem, the greater his 0)' her chance of failure. ". maio' substantially 1 the· same" two years hence,. it . 
;Pll:9z!lnt.plcdgc.s to putas much emphasis on math .. Vt'ill pecause for .alinn. Now it's justtinle :oo·toil,·\: '. 
~ . '.~ ,.."",', """ '.'.;"J~"; \ ... " ,'j"::;i'."',.:.. :~' 
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i 
June 25, 19'91 

The Honor~ble William J. Clinton 
President qfthe United Slates' 
1600 Pennsylyania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

, Oil behalf of the Council of the Great City Schools. a coalition of the nation's 
largest urban public school systems, J invite you to participate in an historic summit 
meeting of School Superintendents and Mayors from our largest 'cities on October 
15 at the petmit Westin Hotel. ' 

Thc~summit is being co-hosted by dle Council and the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors in 

, 
conjunction with the Annual' 

' 
Conference of the Great City Schools, 

October ];5·19. We would also invite you :to address this 1arger gathering of urban 
school superintendents, school board rnembers, senior staff and other urban 
educators; any time on October J6 or 11 that your schedule might allow. 

We; do not believe that there has ever been a. summit meeting of big city 
mayors a,nd school superintendents. Each group is struggling with' ways to work 
more closely together and to improve the quality of life in America" major cities. 
The meoting is being built around topics: and issues on which the two group!: can 
collabor~te more successfully. The goal of: the meeting is to create and improve the 
'new partnership between mayors and schools, Over the next several months, we 
. will be working on an agenda for the mee,rlng that will accomplish that goaL . 

;' ";i., 

The Annual Conference of the Gr~at City Schools is the nation's premier 
annual meeting ofurban scho.ol leaders from across the country. The Council would 
be p'eas~d to work with your staff .on necessary arrangements should you be able to 
accept this invitation, Thank you. 

I 

,1fSince:dJr~I~'. ~' ,.. 
/_.~ ~ . ~i 
. 1': ,'.I" 

ichaef Casserly 
Executive Director 
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Report Gives Status 

Of African-American 


Education 

African-American students be<'tin'

¥ /:J 

rhcir tdllcuion 011 a level cOIllPaf<lhle 
to their white p~ers, hut by f~unh 
grade gaps C'..ol\l~ rhat arc nevcr r~con­
ciled in later years. reveals a new com­
pr('hen~ive rcfer~nc.t~ guide compiling 
restarch on the educatiun of Afdca.lI­

l 
IAmerican srudum. 

1'lJe S'ium of' FducIllio1'l in :.:nlatk 
Amakrl. Volumt: iJ: Pmd}(J(}II"~ougf, 
High St.'hoof EJuCLllion was rel,cased 
earlier rhis month oy the frederick D. 
P;merson Rese;lfch lus{jeutc of rhe 

. College- hInd/United Negro C?llege 
.~ 

(."I)ntiIlU(d (11/ p,/it" 2,··1 
: 

Minneapolis Ends 
Private Management 

,, 
Onl' of rhe niltion'smost w~tched 

'I
partnerships between a puhlic school 
dimll.:t and a private: nt3nagcmerir Hrm 

I. 

has' come to an end. with rhe all­
nouncement lasT month (hat M.irtnc­
;lpolis Public. Schouls was endin~ i{~ 3 
112 YC<lr union with the firm d{at had 
served ;\s rhe district's supcrinre~dcnt. 

. ! 

Tht~ :lgreemelll 
with Puhlic !'itrate­
gics Group Inc. 
ended Mar 29, in 
what h;l., been· de­
.~c.:rib~d by sl..·l!ool 
distrin ;md (Omp;l. 

nv (")rficiah ",,;In P!+ler HU1CrillsO'l 

";miL"ahlc" panillg. PSG l'r~sjdfnr Pe­
ter H\ln::hin~()n announced at :'a news 
contcrclKt char he would be idlll1edi­

I 

tomhl!l<,l Oll Il"!(/ 3~·\ 

'1 

Mayors and, Urban School Leaders 
. To lYIeet at Summit . 

,. 
Plans are being made for what is 

believed to be the first-ever .summit 
meeting between rhe nariori's urban 
$choollcadecs <lnd big·dry ,mayors.. 

In an effon to improve the qua.li­
ty of education and life ill m'ljor U;S. 
cities. orgafliz~l's arc sctting rheir sights 
on Detmit. where the Coundl (If the 
CreatCiry SdlOOls will hoktjrs annu­
al Fall Conference 
O(.:f, 15-19. The 
summit i:; sched­
uled to open the 
convention, and i~ 
aimed at to~tcring 
bener coopcf<ltiOIl 
between rhe cwo 
public dom;lifls. 

The Council 
has been working 
with rhe U.S. Con­
ference of Mayors 

. 1,;­

to develop the summit foll~~jng more 
titan a year of disclJ~~i()ns. 

'I 

Last ~pring, the urban ~hool coa­
lition met with (he mayors group and 
city polke chiefs in Denvd~w discuss 
ways to strengthen the qualifY of life 
in America's big cities hYli~lprovins 
publi<:: education and safety. Some 35 
ma)'ors. polkt chiefs and school offi­
cials from 10 dties convened. 

COllncil Executive, Director 
Michael Cmt:"rly (.,lIed the mc(:ting 

;.~ 

join tlt(- urhan 
school I~'ld,~r.~ un­
der the h:l.nnn 
"Building au lIr­
ban. School Rc­
naissance. " 

()II~ of the 
major Ctarurcs of 
the program will 
be: thl' Ri(hard It 

I,! 

"historic." norinK thar he had mwer 
wi messed such a broad. urball-ha~ed 
gathel"ing in the 20 yeilrS he has hecn 

. ill urban ~lhKatjon. 

More chan 400 urhan SdlO()1 !lU' 

perimendencs, admini.srral(.)rs and 
board members from ~omC' 50 school 
disrri((s will convene tor the COllncil's 
415t Annual Fall Confcn:nL"t·. Dcan~ 

of colleges of I'!du­
(.arioll will also 

C;rcell Aw;ud n:r­

emony. wher~ the top urban educatOr 
of [he year will he named. The award 
for outstanding contributions to Amer. 
ican urban educ.:}cion is ill memory of 
the la((: Dr. Green. who h,~adcd Min~ 
neapolis and Ncw York City public 
schools in dlel980s. 

Hosted by Dwoir PLiblic Schook 
the conference will include s~s.~ions Of) 

modd urhan SdlOOI programs. for 
(.onferencc details, cnnra(t 'rerry Ta­
hor at (202) 393-2427 .•:. 

Smaller ClaSS8S Ylel~ Higher T8St Scores .................................. 5 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN~TON 

July 10, 1997 

Dr. Ruben Zacarias 
Superintendent 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
450 North Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Ruben: 

I appreciated the opportunity to talk with you about the President Clinton's national testing 
initiative, and Los Angeles' possible participation in these tests in the Spring of 1999. 

Over the past several months, the States of Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, North 
Carolina and West Virginia have committed to participate in these tests. On July 25, we expect 
the President to announce commitments from an,additional group of states. 

We are also working to announce commitments from a group of big city school systems at the 
same ,time .. The participation of cities is especially important, because it helps send a strong 
message to all Americans that students in our cities can and should be expected to' achieve, and 
measured against, the same high standards being set for all other students in the country. It is 
also an opportunity to demonstrate the partnerships among school superintendents, school 
boards, teachers organizations, and others such as parents, business groups and other community­
based organizations, and institutions of higher education, to prepare students to reachthese 
standards. 

Enclosed pleased find a brief overview of this initiative, and additional information on the 
development of the tests. Please note that the U.S. Department of Education has established a 
Web Site (http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests) that contains detailed, up-to-date information on the 
testing initiative. 

After you have had a chance to review these materials, please let me know of your interest, orif I 
can answer any questions you might have. I look forward to hearing from you. I c'an be reached 
at (202) 456-5575. 

Sincerely, 

q~~ G~~ 
Michael Cohen 

Special Assistant to the President for Education, 


http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests


. :, 

THE WHITE' HOUSE' 

WASHINGTON 

. July 8,.1997 . 

" 	Dr. Gerry"House 
Superintendent 
Memphis 'City School~ 
2597 Avery Avenue 

. Memphis, TN 38112 

Dear Gerry: 

, I appreciated-the opportunity to talk with you yesterday abou~ the President Clinton's national 

testing initiative, and Memphis' possible participation in these tests in the Spring of 1999. 

'. . . 	 : 

Over the past several months~ the States of Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, North 
. , Car.olina and West Virginia have committed to .participate in these tests. On July 25, we expect 
". the President to announcecominitments from an additional group of states. . 

We are also wdrking to announce commitments from:a group of big· city school systems at the 
same time. The participation of cities is especially important,lJecauseit helps send!a strong 
message to all Americans that students in our cities can and ~hould be expected to ~chieve,and 
me~ured against, the same high standards iJeing. set for all other students in the country .. It ,is' 
also an opportunity to demonstrate the partnerships'among school superintendents, school 
boards, teachers organizations, and others such as parents,.businessgroups and other community­
based organizations, and institutions of higher education, to prepare students to reaCll these 
standards. 	 '.., , 

Enclosed pleaseq find a b~iefov~rvi~w c;>tthis initiative, and additional infoimationon the 
development of'the tests. Please note tliat'the U.S. Department of Education haS established a 
Web Site (http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests) that contains det£1i1ed, up "to-date infoIllfation on the 
testing initiative. . .: 

.. 	 " 

, . After you have had a chance to review these materials, please let me mow of-your interest, or ifI 
can answer any questions you might have. I lookforward tohearing from you. 

. . , 


, .... 

Sincerely, 	

'.1, 

.~,' . 
Michael Cohen 

Special Assistant to: the Presidenti~r Education. 


http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests


" J. 

THE WH!TE HOUSE 
, . :~. . 

WASH INGTON 

July 8, 1997 

Dr. Morris Holmes 

Superintendent ' ' 

New Orleans Public Schools 

3510 General DeGouileDiive 

New Orleans, LA 70114 


Dear Morris: 

I appreciated the opportunity'to talk with you last week about the President Clinton(s n~tjonal 


testing initiative, and New Orleans' possible' participation in,these tests in the Spring of i999. 


Over the past several months,the States ofKentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, North 
'Carolina and West Virginia'have committed to participate in these. tests~ On July.2?~we 'expect 
the President to announce commitments from an additional group of states. i 

e 
- ',", ( i - ,'t , . 

We are also working to announce commitments from agroilp dfbig city school systems at the 
same time. The participation of cities is especially important, because it helps send a strong 

, message to all Americans that stude~isjn our:cities can.and should be expected t~ achieve, and 
, measured against, the same high standards being set for all other student~ in the COllntry.' It is 

also an opportunity to 'demonstrate the partner~hips among school superiptendynts, 'school' 
boards, teachers organizations, and others such as parents, business groups and other commUnity-. 
based organizations, and institutions:of higher education;-to, prepare students to rea9h these ' 
standards. ' . 

; . 
I 

Enclosed pleased find abrief overview ofthis initiative;arid additional informatio~'~n the 
, development-of the tests. Please note that the U.S. Department 'ofEducation has est,ablished a 

Web Site (http,://wwW.ed.gov/nationaltests)that contains <;letailed,up.;to-date, informa~ionon the 
testing initiative. ' 

II' 

After you l1ave had a chance to review.these materials, please let 'me know of your interest, or if! 
can answer any quesii~ns you might have. I look forward to hearing from you. .: . , 

. Sincerely, I. 

, !,~aJ,a~ 
: Michael Cohen, . 

Special Assistant to the President for Education ! 

). 



July 24, 1997 

URBAN SCHOOLS AND THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 


Internal Os &As 


What is the President announcing? 
Fifteen urban school districts will participate in the voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading 
and 8th grade math. These 15 urban school systems -- including the 3 largest and 7 of the 10 
largest in the country -- are located in 11 states and represent approx.imately 7% percent of the 
nation's 4th and 8th graders. 

Why these particular Cities? 
We contacted a group of urban school districts known as leaders in the effort to raise standards. 
This is just a first step. There are other school districts throughout the country that we anticipate 
will decide to participate in the future. 

How can a single district sign up? 
Both entire states and individual school districts will be able to contract with test publishers to 
administer the national tests. The publishers will provide both state and district level results. 
Thus, it will be possible for a district to give the test and compare the performance of its students 
with other districts, states, or (in the case of math) other nations. We are actively encouraging 
every district in every state to test their students in 4th grade reading and 8th grad~ math. 

Why are these sign-ups baking place now? . 
Many of these districts have been engaged in long-term reform efforts and are anxIous to 
demonstrate that inner-city students can reach the same challenging standards being set for 
students throughout the nation. Simply put, these urban districts have decided that now is the 
righttime to make a commitment to high standards, accountability, and higher achievement in the 
basics. The President wants to recognize their commitment and work with these districts to help 
them succeed. 

Are teacher unions in favor of these sign-ups? 
Yes, teacher unions and organizations from each of these 15 districts signed on to administer the 
national tests in their districts. Teachers playa crucial role in getting students ready for high 
standards. These urban teachers recognize that setting high standards in the basic skills is 
essential for highachievement --and that all students, regardless of their socio-economic 
background, can and will meet our high expectations. 

Which states and districts are currently signed up to take the tests? 
Governors and state education officials in six states -- Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, North Carolina and West Virginia, along with the Department ofDefertse schools all 
over the world, have committed to participate in this testing program as soon as it becomes 
available in 1999. In addition, California State Superintendent ofPublic ~nstruction Delaine 
Eastin has pledged to work to secure California's participation. 

The fifteen new districts signing on today are: Atlanta, Broward County (Ft. Lauderdale), 



' .. 

. . 

Chicago, Cincinnati, Detroit, El Paso, Fresno, Houston, Long Beach, Los Angeles, New York 
City, Omaha, Philadelpllia,San Antonio, and Seattle. 

Why is Detroit also participating in the sign-up, if the state of Michigan has already signed 
on to give the tests? 
Michigan, under the leaaership ofGovernor Engler, has agreed to administer the national tests in . 
reading and math to its ~th and 8th graders. Detroit's school leaders chose to participate in 
today's event to underscore their commitment to work with other urban districts to help their 
students reach high national standards in reading and math. We are pleased with the commitment 
demonstrated by local education leaders in Detroit. . 

Are we giving up on states? 
Absolutely not. We are continuing to actively encourage every state to sign-up so that all districts 
and States will have the same opportunity as these 15 districts to compare the performance of 
their students to national and international benchmarks, and to use that information in order to lift 
student reading and math achievement. 

What is the situation in Califoniia? 
We are pleased that De~aine Eastin, the Superintendent ofPublic Schools in California, has 
announced her support for the national tests and her commitment to working to give .students 
throughout the State an opportunity to participate. Her leadership has helped pave the way for 
three major school districts in California -- Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Fresno -- to join this 
import~nt effort today. The Governor's Office and State Board ofEducation have indicated their 
desire to review the issue of statewide participation. We hope that all relevant policymakers there 

can reach agreement sothat all parents and teachers will have access to this important tool for 

raising student achievement. 


Do we really have these cities lined up? Or is'this another situation like California, where 

top officials are not in agreement to sign-up for the test? 

In each of these urban districts, the local school board, superintendent, and local teacher 

organizations have agreed to administer the voluntary national tests and to work together to help 

students meet these high standards. 


What percentage of students are being reached through these 15 districts that are signing 

up today? 

The students in these districts represent approximately 7% or about 490,000 of the more than 6.7 

million 4th and 8th graders in the nation. 


Why aren't we making more rapid progress on National Test sign-ups? . 

Today's event demonstrates that there is nationwide support for participating in the tests, and that 

we are making steady progress. The Department ofEducation has been moving forward with the 

process of developing the test and a contract will be awarded soon. State interest will grow as 

development work proceeds. Each state or district needs to determine how the national tests can 

fit into a larger strategy-for helping all students reach high standards. We are gratified that today 

15 major school districts nationwide have determined that the voluntary tests can help them 




... " 

improve the skills of their students. 
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Call to Action for American Education~" 

Good morning. I want to start by thanking you for all 

. , . 

thatyou do for America'sehildren. 'Every year, hundreds 

of thousands of children arrive on the doorsteps Qf your 

schools for the first time, to begin a journey of le:arning , 
. . . , ' 

that will hopefully last for a lifetime. Every year" millions ' 

. I 

of parents place their children in your hands -- and, their 

trust in your ability. And every year, you prove that their 
, ' 

, ;It, ' 

trust is well placed.', 'i. ' 
, 

1 



I believe that our l1ation's elementary school 
. , I 

I 

principals.are the linchpin in our crusade to give. every 
, . 

i . 

American child the best education in the world. When I . 

I 

, was Governor of Arkansas, I chaired a task force' on 

school leadership, and we found without question that a 

, I 

good principal makes all the difference in the qu~lity of 

education a school provides its students. And I have seen 
i 

proof of that in schools all overthecountry. Your 

leadership is critical, and as school enrollments reach 
. • , I 

record highs -- an estimated 54 million students by the . . 

, 

year 2006 -- it will be more important than ever. : 

Today, I want to talk about why I have plac~d such 
, 

emphasis on what you do~ and on the priority we' must· 
i 

I 

give to education as we prepare for the'21st Century. 
. i 

2 



·, 


'EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS 

I 

We must begin where our children's formal education' 
, : 

begins: in our nation's 'elementary schools. We must 
I 

demand exc~llence from every school and every teacher. 

We must repair and rebuild our schools, andmak~ sure 
,, 
, 

that they ,have the advantage of new technology. : And we 
I 

. must make sure that our schools are safe and dru&-free so 

that no child ever has to pay more attention to the threat of 

violence than to the teacher.' 

But the single most inlportantthing we can do to give 
I 

our children the world class education they deserVe is to 

i 

insist on high national standards; so that every child in 

America learns what he or she needs to know to succeed 

in the new world of the 21 st Century. 

3 



For too many years, we were unwilling to insist that 

our schools teach; to hi~h 'national standards, for fear that " 

some of our children could not reach them. We feared 
I 

that children from disadvantaged backgrounds and 
I 

struggling communities could not hold their own against 

, more privileged children. And we believed itw4en we 

were told that American children would always lag ~ehind, 

, the restof the world on tests against children from other 
. , 

countries. 


Last month, we learned how wrong we' were when 


. America's 4th graders led the world -- second oply to 

, .' ~ 

I 

. I 

.. Korea -- in science, and scored well above average in 

. . , , 

math- on the annual TIMMS test., 6 years earlier; 4th 
, 

. , 

, 
, 

' ' 

graders taking a similar test scored well b~low ayerage~ 

4 



OJ 

. . , 

These tests prove that we don't have to settle for 
I ' 

se~ond class expectations or second. class, goals for any of 
, 

our children. 'But they also show that by the tihte our . , 

I 

I 

children reach the 8th grade, those high test scores drop 
, , 

. . 

below the average. That is why we musttake action now, 
.. ' 

to raise our expectations and insist on high national' , 

standards for all of our children. 

When We fail to encourage our children: to Ie.arn to 

high standards, we are encouraging them to' fail. But 
• ", , I 

when we set high expe~tations and insist on :high 

standards, there is no end to what 'our children can 

( 

achieve. And it is up to every one of us to h~Ip them 
• ' I 

do it. 

5 




CITY SCHOOLS ANNOUNCEMENT 
i 

I, 
" I 

In my State of the Union address, I challeng~d every 
! 

state and every school to adopt high national standards,. 

" and by 1999, to test every 4th grader in reading and every 

8th grader in math to make sure those standards are met. 

These are not federal standards ..;- they ~re natio~al 
, 

. I , 

standards that every" child can meet, in every state and 

every city in America. After all, reading is readi~g, and 

"n1ath is ,math,whether you live in Anchorage or; . " 

Appalachia. And excellence does not depend on 

geography. 

I 
" I 

, 

6 




, . 

. I 

Since I issued that" call governors and. education.·­

leaders iIi seven states-- California, North Carolipa, 
, 

-Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Kentucky ahd West 
I , 

, 

Virginia, ,along with the Department of Defense ~chools 

all over the world, have announced their support for 
I 

I 

national standards and their desire to participate in this 

testing program as soon as it bec.omes available ih 1.999. 

" ­

j 

Today, I am pleased to announce that fifteen of 
- , ,

• I 
- , 

i 

our largest school districts -- including the scbools in ­
j, 

, , 

six of the seven largest cities in America -'- have 
, 

-, 

committed to meet these national standards, and 

measure the progress of their students against them~ 

\­

7 
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... 

From now on, students in New York, Philadelphia, 

• J • 

Atlanta, Broward County, Florida, Cincinnati, Detroit,· 

Chicago, Houston, San Antonio, EI Paso, Omah;a, Los 
, . 

Angeles, Long Beach, Fresno and Seattle will be held 

to and measured, against the same standards in : 

reading and math. This commitmeqt means that 3.5 

million more children..;- one out ofevery 14 public 

schoolchildren in America -- will be held to wotld class 

educational standards in the basics. 

I want to commend the superintendents and ' 

, education leaders who have risen to the challenge 'of 
, I 

insisting on high standards. 

8 




For the first time, you will be able to measureiyour 

school districts' progress against other cities, and Jearn 

, 

from school districts that are achieving good resul~s. We 

all know that it won't be easy at first, but if the TIMMS ' 
, 	 , 

, 	 , 

test has shown us anything, it is that given the chance, all 
! 

of our children can succeed. 

Let me issue a further challenge to all of you. . 

Every school district and every school -- 'starting with 
. 	 , 

, 
, 

every teacher, principal, school superintendent, and " 
. 	, 

I 

school board member in this room -- must incorporate 

. these results into school and school district repo~ cards. 
, 	 , 

That way, those who pay for and sendtheir child~en to our 

public school can tell where they are succeeding ~nd 

~' , 

where they are not. 

9 




NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S ROLE 
. . 	 . 

. I 

i 

We in the national government will continue &0 our' 
I 

part. The balanced budget agreement that we reached 

with the Congress in May takes Head Start the next step. 
. . 	, 

, 

toward our goal of one million children. It will furjd the 

, 	 , 

Technology Literacy Challenge to bring us closer to 
.' 	 . '. I· , 

.1 

connecting every classroom in America to the Internet. . 
I 

I • 

I 

And it will fund the America Reads program a~d help 

make one million trained reading tutors available to give 
< r <, 

, 	 4 • , 

. ex~ra help to the children who need it most. I urge; t~e 
, 

.. y 	 I 

Congress to act without delay to fund this program as we' 

i, agreed to in May. i 
I 

I 

i,' . 

10 	 ,r 
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. I am committed to help our nation'-s principals: get the 

resources they need to do their part. And well':'qualified, 

well-trained teachers, who can teach to high standards. and 
. ., . , I, 

, i ' 
inspire their students to meet those standards may be the 

. : 

. . most cri~ical resource of all. That is why earlier this 

m()nth, I announced a new initiative to offer scholarships 
i • 

• " I 

to people will commit to teach in ourhardest.press~~ . '. 

communities for at least three years, and I urge Congress 

.. !. 

to pass this as well. 

",' . 

11 



, ' 

COLLEGE TAX CUT 

As you know, educational excellence ,must extend 
I 

. . throughout a lifetime. You have strongly supported our 
I ' 

!, 

efforts to open the doors of college widerthan ever. And 

, ' , 

so I briefly want to talk to you about t~e historic; 

opportunity we now have to pass a balanc'ed budget plan 
• j •• 

that includes the most substantial investment in e:ducation 

, . since 1965 -- and the biggest increase in support :for . 
, 

college tuition sincethe GI BilL We are' now negotiating, 

, , 

the final details of this ,plan with Congress, and I'look, 
'\ 

. ! 

forward to progress in the coming days. . 
. ~ . . 

I
!, ' 

I , 
" , 
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. Our balanced budget agreement specifically i*cludes 

I 

$35 billion in targeted tax relief to help middle cla~s 

families raise their children and pay for higher education. 

But the tax plan released by the Republicans falls far short 

of that commitn1ent. 

I 

. Make no mistake: we should have a tax cut -- and 

. we must make sure that the interests of middleiclass 

families are the heartof it~ Our tax cut should 'help 
I 

, 

families pay for four years of college. It should! help 
. , 

, 

I 

working people, get training throughout a lifetime. It. 
, • j ~ 

. I 

should ~elpmiddle class parents raise their chi:ldren~ . 
. . 

And it should live within the bounii'aries of our, . 

. balanced budget. Anything less does not hono* our 
I 

... : ! . 
. I 

. values or our responsibility to our children's f~ture. 

13 




. ­

CONCLUSIONIHAVE WE 
. 
DONE ENOUGH?,

I , 

There is much that the national government can do to­
. ., 

help families, and when it comes to education, we :know . ' 
, ' i ' 

that our success depends on state and local school! 
. , 

I 

systenls, on superintendents and principals, on teachers' 
I 

I 

and parents~ You must have the conviction that ev~ry 

child in America can learn to high ~tandards..Y<?v must 

demand those standards, and insist on tests to mak~ . sure 
I 

they are being met As we go forward, I want each ofyou 

. to ask yourselves: have we done enough to help our 

children reach these standards? Have we done enough to 
, 
I 

give our children the tools to make the most of their lives? 
, , , I 

I 
I, 
I 

! 

. Have we done enough to help prepare America for the . 

21 st Century? 
Ii ' 

14 



Pearl Buck once said, "if our American way· of life 


fails the child, it fails us all." Today, we are one step 

• I 

closer to making sure that our way of life. serves all of bur . 

children, and give~ them the education they need and 

. deserve. I thank all ofyou for doing your part. 

I### , 

: 

. 

: 
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July 25, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the<Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release July 25, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 


MaI':r:;iott Hotel 
Virginia 

11 : 19 A. M. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very ~uch. Superintendent 

Paz; President Allen; my longtime friend, S~m:Sava.Thank you, < 


Riley. I believe the record will reflect when your tenure 

is over that you have done more <for the children of America than any: 


of Education who ever served. And I thank <you. 

(Applause. ) 


I 

I want to say, we are <joined today by a number of other: 
shed education leaders, other superintendents from cities 


around our country, along with Bob Cha~e, the ~resident of theNEA; 

Sandra Feldman, the President of the AFT; Michael Casserley, 

Executive Director of the Council ~f Great City Schools; and Ann 


, the Executive Director of the National School' Board 

Association; and my good fri~nd, Mayor Beverly O'Neill, from Long 

Bea6h, California; and a lot'ofsuperintendents are here. I thank 

you for joining the elementary school principals and for your support 

for better ed~cation for our children. . , I <


,t I 

I want to begin by <thanking the elefuenta'ry principals .! 

for what they do for America's children. Like every parent, I 

remember very well the first time I sent my child off to school, 


ing her in the hands of a principal I did not know -- but whom + 
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I 
came to know and like very well. (Laughter. ) Every year hundreds of 
thousands of children arrive on your doorstep, entrusted to you by 
their parents. And every year you prove their trust is well-placed. 

When I was the Governor of Arkansas, I had the 
opportunity to co-chair a national. task 'force on school leadership 
for the education commission of the states. And we found about a 
decade ago what you have always known, that when it comes to the 
quality of education in the school it is the principal who makes all 
the difference. 

As school s reach record levels -- up to 54 
million by the year 2006 and as we move into the 21st century's 
knowledge economy where learning for a lifetime will be essential to 
success, your leadership will be more important than ever. And your 
ability to inspire people and to make them believe that we can 
achieve educational excellence will be more important than ever. 

Beginning with our nation's elementary schools, we have 
t6 demand excellence from every school, every teacher, every studeritj 
We have to repair and rebuild our schools. We have to make sure i 

they take adva~tage of the newest We have to make sure 
that they are. safe and drug-free. We have to make sure that we are 
supporting promising re'forms like charter schools and other 
initiatives underway in many 6f your districts. But I ~elieve th~ 
single, most important thing we can do to our children world-

class education is to insist on high standards, so that we 
make sure that we've done everything we can to see that every singlel 
child learns what he or she knows to succeed in the exciting world of 
the 21st century. 

For too long'we've been to insist on that as a 
nation, perhaps for fear that some of our children could not reach 
those standards, perhaps out of a misguided notion that such 
standards would, lead to too much federal government involvement or 
too much loss of local control. 

I believe a lot of Americans have feared that 
children from disadvantaged backgrounds and struggling communities 
just might not be able to hold their own. I believe that too many 
Americans have thought that, with so much diversity and poverty and I 

family difficulties among our young students, American children would 
always lag behind other countries that had more homogenous, 


less disruptive cultures and perhaps longer school years. 


Still, for more than a decade now, at least since the 
issuance of "A Nation At Risk" report in 1983 and, indeed, going back 
some years before, Americans have been working hard, led their ' 
educators and reform-minded public servants to improve our,schools, 
and it is making a difference. 

As Secretary Riley said, last month we learned that 

fears'were wrong when America's 4th graders finished second 

Korea 'science in the international math and science tests. 

scored well above the average on the annual math tests. sii years 

earlier, bur 4th graders had scored'well below the 

average. These tests, tif ~ourse, are not of all of our 

but they are' of a, large and representative sample .of them. 

And they tested enough of them to prove that we don't have to sett 

for second-class expect~tions or second-class goals for any of our 


. children. 

also show, frankly, that by the time our students 
reach the 8th the high test scores drop back below theI 

internatio'nal average. I think we all know that the problems our 
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children face a~e aggravated in those middle school years when ~hey 
move into adolescence, and that in many of our communities the 
structure and organization of the middle school was more adequate to 
a previous time when a lot of those problems did not exist. 

Nonetheless, the 4th grade test proved, number one, that! 
you're doing a good job and, number two, that our kids can do it. 
And that is, after all, the most important thing. Therefore, I 
believe it is imperative now to take action and to begin the movement i 
to .high national standards for all of our children. When we don't : 
expect or encourage our children to learn we indirectly encourage 
them to fail. When we set high standards and when we insist on them, 
there's no end to what our kids can do. You see that every day; you 
know that better than anyone. 

In my State of the Union address I challenged every 
state and every school to adopt high national standards and by 1999 ,I 

tq actually test ail our 4th graders in reading and all our 8th 
graders in math to make sure the standards are being met. , Not 
federal standards, but national ones -- standards that every child . 
can meet in every city and state in America, and standards that everyl 
child must meet if we want every child to be able to live out his or I 

her dreams. After all, national standards are defensible because 
reading is reading and math is math in Appalachia and in Alaska, and 
all points in between. 

Since I issued that call, education leaders, or 
.governors, or both in seven states -- Califorriia, North Carolina, 
Maryland, Massachus~tts, Michigan, Kentucky and West Virginia -­
along with our Department of Defense schools allover the world have ' 
~nnounced their support for nati~nal standards and their desire to 
participate in the testing program as soon as it becomes available in! 
1999. 

Today, I am pleased to make an announcement that would 
have been literally unthinkable just a couple of years ago. Fifteen 
of our largest school districts, including schools in si~ bf the 
seven largest cities in the United States,have committed to meet 
these standards and to participate in the tests to measure the 
progress of their students against them. (Applause.) 

Now, I don't know how much news this will be tonight on 
the news or tomorrow in the papers, but everyone of us who has been i 

involved in education -- if I had told them five years ago that the 
leaders of the school districts in New York, Philadelphia, Atlanta, 
Broward County, Florida; Cincinnati, Detroit, Chicago, Houston, San 
Antonia, EI Pas6, Omaha, Los Angeles, L6ng Beach, Fresno and Seattle 
-- that the leaders of these school districts have asked that their 
students be held to and measured against the same standards in 
reading and math that we expect our children to'meet to have a 
world-class education, no one would have believed that. Educators 
know this is an historic, astonishing, wonderful moment in American 
education. And I thank them for doing that. (Applause.) 

This commitment means that 3.5 million more children 
--one out of every 14 public school children in America -- will be 
held to these world-class education standards in the basics. And it 
means, after the test is given all of them will get better education, 
because we'll all learn from the test results and keep working until ~ 
we get ,the results we want in e~ery one of those districts. 

I would like to ask the representatives of those 15 
school distri~ts who are here to stand up ~nd be recognized -- the 
superintendents, the teachers, the principals. Thank you very much. 
(Applause. ) 
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And let me say, the Secretary of Education and I are 

about to leave to go out to Las Vegas to meet with the governors. 

Now, if this event had gone on in 1979 or 1980 or 1983 orl~84, the 

governors would have been the first group out there. And they've 

been dragging their feet, and don't you believe for a moment that 

Dick Riley and I aren't going to tell them what we saw at the 

Elementary School Principals convention. . (Applause. ) 


When we get these results they ought to incorporated 
into school and school district report cards, so that parents and 
taxpayers can see how our kids are doing, but can also measure their 
progress. Keep in mind -- you all know this and ~e have t6 ex~lain 
this to the citizens and the parents -- these tests are not graded on 
the curve. If you make the highest grade in the class and it's not 
high enough, you don't kno~ enough. If you make the lowest grade in 
the class and you're over the bar, you're at least qualified to do 
well in the world you will live in. It is very important that we get 
that message across to our people: we are measuring what is required 
to succeed in the world our children' will live in. 

We in the natiorial ~overnment will continue to do our 
part. The balanced budget agreement we reached with Congress, that 
was voted for overwhelmingly in both Houses by members of both 
parties, takes Head Start the next step toward our goal of a million 
children. It.will fund the Technology Literacy Challenge to help us 
participate with the private sector in hooking up every classroom and 
library to the Internet by the year 2000. It will help to fund 
America Reads, our program to get a million traired reading tutors 
avail~ble to give extra hel~ to children who need it most, to make 

. sure that all of our 8-year-olds can read independently. I urge 
Congress to act to implement this program. All told, you should know 
that if this balanced budget agreement passes, the increase in 
education funding, federal support for education, will be the largest 
since 1965. (Applause.) 

I also want to, emphasize that. we know that one of the 
challenges, especially that' a lot of our big-city schools will face 
is a looming teacher shortage, that we're goihg to haVe more students 
coming in and more teachers retiring. Just l~st week, I offered a 
new initiative to provide extra scholarship money modeled on the 
Federal Health Service Corps, where we pay for medical school costs 
for doctors who will go out to under-served areas to pay for the 
education costs of young people who will agree to teach for three 
years in areas that are especially challenging. And I hope Congress 
will pass that as well. (Applause. ) 

Finally, let me mention in regard to the budget that in 
addition to the support for education from Head Start through high 
school graduation, this budget takes another huge step toward opening 
the doors of college education to all Americans. The agreement 
provided for a tax credit for the first two years of college that 
would be sufficient to virtually guarantee universal access at least 
to community college for every high school graduate in the United 
States, and for every adult who needs to go. back to school. 

In addition, it provides tax relief for the third and 

fourth years of college and for graduate school. And that's what 

we're working on now in these budget negotiations. The agreement 

provided for that. 


The tax plan that the Republicans released a couple of 
days ago falls far short of the commitment in the agreement. Now, 
let me say again, I believe we should have a tax cut. We can afford 
it and still balance the budget, because the budget is now going to 

I 

, 

!, . 
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finish this year over 80 percent below what, it was when I took 
office. We've already done over 80 percent of the work in balancing 
the budget. (Applause.) 

But the tax cut has to, first of ~ll, put middle-class I 

families who need the relief most at the heart of its objectives. It: 
should help families to pay for all four years of college and for I 

graduate education. It should help working people g~t training i 

throughout a lifetime. It should help middle-class parents to raise 
their children, and equally important, it should keep us within the 
limits of balancing this budget and keeping it balanced and not 
having it explode in the out-years.' , 

We have been handicapped severely for years and years I 

and years because we went on a binge of defidit spending in the early! 
'80s that we couldn't break. Now we have done it. You see the 
results in our economy -- when we have fiscal discipline you have 
lower interest rates, you have more investment, you have a growing 
economy. And it's required us to show some restraint here over the 
last few years, but it's also helped to swell the coffers of state 
and local government, which fund our schools, primarily because we 
have a healthy economy.' So all of this has to be observed. 

I have to tell you that even though there are 
differences which are clearly and publicly stated between the White 
House and the Republican leaders and, to some extent, also clearly 
stated between the Democrats in Congress and others, I think we're 
going to get this agreement. The negotiators are working even as we 
speak. And I think we all know that this is a remarkable moment in 
American history and we have an obligation to balance the budget for 
the first time since' 1969, to keep this ec;onomic growth going and to 
do it in a way that gives us the biggest investment in education in 
over 30 years -- and I might add, also, the biggest investment in 
expanding health coverage to our children since 1965. And this is 
important. (Applause.) That will ~lso help you dO,your jobs better.i 

And I want to emphasize that if we pass college benefit 
provisions as contemplated by the budget agreement, it will be the 
biggest increase in access to college, federally supported access to 
college, since the G.I. Bill passed in 1945. This is a very good 
agreement, a very good agreement. (Applause.) 

So this'is a day that we celebrate these 15 school 
districts stepping forward, representing so many of our children, 
putting the lie to the notion that our children can't meet the high 
standards because they're from immigrant families or because they're 
from poor families or because they live in difficult circumstances. 
We can all make excuses until the cows corne horne, but in the end, 
these kids, have to get up and live their lives. And we've got to 
give them a chance to live their lives in the best way possible. And: 
we have done that. We celebrate that. (Applause.) We celebrate 
that. We llve in the expectation of a successful conclusion of these 
budget negotiations. 

But the thing I want to close with is that when you go 
back to your school, I want you to know that I know that you are 
leading the fight for the future of our children. More than anybody 
else, you have to have the conviction that every child can learn to 
high standards. You have to have the conviction that your teachers 
can do wha~ they have to do. You h~ve to have the convictions that 
you can establish the alliances with your parents ·and your 
communities that you have to establish. You, have to believe that if 
you demand high standards and have high expectations that our kids 
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can meet them. You have to believe that we actually can succeed in 
giving our children the. tools they need to make the most of their own 
lives. and to keep our country the beacon of hope and freedom 
and opportunity in the 21st century. 

Pearl Buck one said , "if our American way life 
fails the child, it fails us "It follows that if. our American 
way life supp'orts, ennobles, lifts up our children, it does that 
for all of us. That is what you do, and I am very grateful. 

Thank you, and God bless you. (Applause. ) 

* * * * * 

THE PRESIDENT: -- (in progress) -- a young man, Michael i 

Morrison, a wheelchair-bound student, rai~ed by a single mother who 
became my friend on that cold November Tuesday in 1992 when it was 
really cold in New Hampshire. Michael Morrison got up to go to the 
polls to work for me and his car was broken down, his family cari his 
mother couldn't take him. And so he wheeled his wheelchair alongside 
an icy highway for more than ,two miles to reach the polling place. 
He is now a college honor student. Don't ever forget what you do 
makes a di 

Thank you and God bless you. (Applause. ) 

11: 4~ A.M. EDT 

To comment on this service: feedback@www. whitehouse.gov 
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Major. Urban School Systems Step Up to Clint~n's VoluQtary Natiopal Tests 
f t" • • I 

WASHINGTO~, July 25-Many of thenation'~ largest urb~n publi~ls(!hool systems' 
indicated their intent today to participate in'Presidein Clinton's voluntary n~tional tests for 

4th grad~ reading and 8th grade math, setting the pace to raise standards and performanc.e in 
~~~~~i 

. . , . ' ' " ! 
I ' 

President Clinton-~by superintendents, school board mcmbelrs and teacher 
organization heads from some dozen major urban school djstricts across jthe country­

1 announce t. e" 1 ely p~rticipation hh.e districts in his testing initiative unv~,iled during his 
State ofthe Union ad ress m February. " " I 

• I 

The willingncss~of these districts to panicipate in the Spring 1999 nfl~ional testing 
signaled an important cominitment by the nation's maj9T urhan public schools;to the highest 
academic standards and to assessing,their progress on th~m. "Urhan public schools are driving 
their own improvemen~ and refonn at a pace that should encourage the American puhlil', It 

said Michael Casserly,: Executive Director bf the C'ouncil of the Grear City Schools, a 
coalition of the nation 's large~t urban school systems, which assisted in orgariizing today's 

, . ,I 

,event. 1 
1 

I 
: " •. . J 

-Let our presence here today dispel any notion that urban educators are ~ommitted to 
1 " 

anything but high pe~onnance and quality. schooling for' children in our linner cities," 
stressed Casserly. 

I 

City school systems everywhere are making major efforts to rclise s~andards imd 
improve perfolmance.·This year many .urban schoofjdistricts saw test scores. increase, for 
exampl'e,in New York City, Chicago, and San Francfsco-all the result of higher standards 
and greater focus on snident achievement. In addition),the public is beginning to :show greener 
c.onfidence in these' school systems by passing a large number of const'1uctio~ bonds and 
incr~,lSed{)penlting levi.es (e.g'l Clevc1and, Minneapolis, Oakland, Las Vegas, Los ;Angeles). 

- more ­
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~any Great City Schools across the nation are b~oming centen qf innovation, 
coHabot-nAon and effort-despite the many challenges~ They face and the distance they still 
need to :travel. Atlanta's Teaching All Children to Relul program is a unique pannenhip of the 
Atlanta: Public ~chools. and Georgia State University to .boost reading: achievement. 
Housto~'s MO VE IT. MA TH progr.un is an innovative effon in grades K·6, to introduce 
algebra in the early·gracies. Chicago has moved aggr~sslvely on a number of fr9nts, including 
a collab~ration- Te4.che~foT Chicago-:-of nine coUeges and universities in the me~ropolitan area 
to recruit; train and retain high quality te'.lchers. : 

.i 
The New York City Schools are pursuing a relentless campaign to reduce school size 

..md hoost academic standards of students. The Philadelphia Public Schools are pursuing one 
I 

of the most ambitious systemic reform programs in the nation, Children Achieving. And El 
Paso's Focus on First CrJders progrdm works to build addcmic success for earlyjgracie students 
corning from low.inconie f.,miiies. C . i 

'. ,\ 	 ',T", 

. @uld these sc~ool~ursue th~ new Naiional Tests. some half-hlillion 41~ and 
8'h grade students fronfthe dj~tricts appearing with the President today would be assessed, 
20% o~ whom would be limited English proficient and 66% free and reduc¢d price lunch 
eligible:.... nnes over twi~e the national averages . 

. "Attaining the ~tandards measured by the yet-to-be developed tcsts.: howe'lcr, will 
rcquire1a substantial co:nmitment by the American public to urban children." ~dded Casserly.

"'.t 	 , ! 

"Our ufrban children deserve the same opponunitics for a bright future as any other child~ no 
matter :Where they live tn this nation!' 

i., 	 ;.' 

'..America needs: to invest in urban public educiltion-the federal gov~rnlllent, Shues, 
parents, and business," noted Casserly. 'i 

. ~ 	 . . . . i .. 

GFollowing the ~nnouncerncnt with President Clinton, the urban school leaders met· 

. with senior Administrn.'.·tion officials to review draft features of the tests and tl,o discuss issues 
about test implementation and use. . '. . 

" 	 ' i 
I 
l

Panicipating iIi today's event· wcre school leaders from New York City, E1 Paso' 
Chicago, Los Angeles! San Antonio, Philadelphia, ,?maha, Atlanta, Cincipnall, Broward 
Countr (Ft. Lauderdal;). Houston, Long Beach, Seattl~ and~l 

1 ~ "" 	 • ~ ,'! ' 

! 	 "''''*.. ****'''...........*,.iII-''''''II-,.*****.**..........u ... '''* 
 I 

The Cbuncil of the Great City Schools is a coalition ~1 som~ SO of the natiori '5 largest urban 
public::school systems:;working to improve the quality of public cduc.uion1jn the n.Hic)u's 
inajor cities. 

. ,/I 1/ I; 	 ,. 

! 
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•CharacterIstIcs of Selected Great City Schools (1996l97) 

, ' 

District Su~erintendent Total 4th Grade 8th Grade % Free and % Limited English 
Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Reduced; Proficiency 

?Lunch EI~iHlc* CElir>ibl~ t' 

Atlanta Benjamin Canada 57.545 4.829 4,002 79.'7% I.7'1<' 
Bl'Oward Frank PctruzieJo ' ~1&,576 17,402 ' 15,736 39.,7% 7.9 cJ./ 

Chicago Paul Vallas 403,504 30,833 27,779 (83.2%; (15.4(1(; 
Cincinnati J. Michael Brandt 48,482 ' 3.762 3,929 63!0% O.4'}l,: 

Detroit David Snead 178.1.32 15,095 12,357 68.:0% ),Yk 
EI Paso S[an' Pa? , 64,605 4.640 ' 4,533 67:0% 32.0(}{'· 
Hou~ton Rod Paige , 209,375 16,959 1-~ 13,609 65W'0 2~S,2% 

Long_Beach Car) Cohn &3.408 6,646 , 5,714 64:0% 36.60f 
Los Angclcs Ruhen Zacharias 667,624 52,825 ," 43,039 72:3°,*) 46JI% 
New York City' Rudolph Crew ; 1,075,752 74,129 67,729 61:8% 15.5% 
Om.aha ' John Mackiel 44.761 3,245 3.308 5210% 3.5 lX: 
Philadelphia ' David HornbeCK 217J83 16,031 14.066 78.6% 4.4 'f, 

San Antonio , Diana Lam ~ 60.679 4,848 4.259 92:0% 16.0'l'c, 

Seattle i John Stanford " 47.075 ' 3,807 3,223 42:7% 20,4(i{,, 

Totals 3,376.901 255,051 ' " 223,283 66;4% 16.5% 

End Notes: 

-The LEP and Free/Reduced Lunch (F&R) Data are all ba~ed on percentage of total enrollment. 

Bold data are from the , 995-96 school year. ' , 


., 

) 

1 National Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education, 1996 
2 Children'S Defense Fund. 1997 ~.' ' 

i ' 

Source: Council of
, 

the Great Clly Sch'ools. July 1997 . 
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Talking Points 

Great City Schools 

- , 
! 

1. Introductions 
myself, 
• 	 chance to meet many ofyou earlier today at the Marriott 
• chance to talk with many of you on the phone leading up to today ; 
Jack Gibbons Science Advisor to President and director of office of science and technology 
polic -- and deeply involved in our education efforts particularly as they affect math and 
science 

Gerry Tirozzi--assistant secretary of elementary and secondary education 

Luther Williams-­

1 

-[expect to meet for an hour and aquarter--or longer--depending upon your interestiand schedule 
- • 	 - I 

Hoped to arragne a WH tour for you -- but President is doing another event there this afternoon, . 
so we got bumped . . ' 

. Hope we can make best of this room· 
2. This has been a fantastic and very important day -- "historic, astonishing, wonderful 
moment in American education'" , 
• 	 Thank all of you in each of the cities who have made the committment and taken the steps 

to be here today : 
• 	 Very special thanks to Mike Casserly and his whole staffat Ore8;t City Schools. Today 

- literally would not have happened if not for their work, and for their very close working· 
relationship with us. ,If we work any more closely together, the'Council will have to 
become a federal agency. 

3. Our purpose in this meeting is to begin to explore the question -- now that ~ou have put 
your necks on the line, how do we in the federal government help you? ' 

• 	 Most of what federal goverment can do to help you in education is provide :funds, and. 
you already receive formula funds from ED and most of you are in or applying for USI 
funds from NSF -- so there is no new pot of funds todistribure : 

• 	 As the President indicated, we are working very hard to expand the amount of funds 
avaialable in future years, and to create new ones targeted to urban areas--T bcher 
recruitment and preparation announced last week. We will continue to look for ways to 



- -~, 

do this 

• 	 I also know that there are issues specific to the tests and how they will be 4eveloped and 
administered that are of concern to you, and we can help by trying to address your 
concerns. I know about issue of testing LEP students is one of those, and I hope you will 
share your ideas on that this afternoon ' 

. 	 \ . . 

• 	 We have also worked to identify other resources that can be of help to you; from ED and 
NSF: (1) Technical assistance; (2) High Quality Materials; (3) Networks and other 
resources for helping to' involve parents and communities; and (4)other respurces to 
support systemic change 

I 

What we want to do this afternoon 

1. --briefly explore with you the resources we think we bring to the table, as a way of beginning 
our discussion together -- you may have ideas of what we ought to put on the table Ibut haven't 
thought about 

--ask you to identify one person from each district to be a contact person for your district--who 
can communicate with superintendent, board members, teachers organzation, other;s in the 
system as appropriate and has a broad overview of the issues; -- get the name to Missy Kincaid-­
address, etc. on resource sheet in packet 

I 

. -- plan on :working with these folks to best identify where we can be most helpful; I 

I 

--anticipate continuing the dialogue as efficiently as possible -- especially capitalizing on ' 
meetings that working level people will alraedy attend--ED regional meetings for I~SA; NSF 
USI meetings 

2. Also hear any other issues you want to put on the table and discuss 

.'Start, asking Jack to say a few words (new pictures from ,Mars?) 

Then Tirozzi and Luther 
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Voluntary National Tests in,Reading and Math I 
A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards: 

, ' 

Tonight. I issue a challenge to the nation.: Every Slale should adopt high national 
slandards. and by 1999. every Slate should lest every 4th grader in reading and every 
8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met. . i 

President Clinton, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1997 
i 

'. ~ 
STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT iAND 
DISCIPLINE ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards 
are needed to help instilJthe skills, American values, and encouragement for hard work that our 
children 'need to succeed in school and in life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful 
standards for what students should be expected to learn and achieve in the basic ~ubjects of 
reading and mathematics., 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundation~ ofalgebra and 
geometry --by grade 8 are the gateways for further'learning and achievement. Research shows 

, . I 

that students who fail to learn to read English well by the end ofgrade lare at greater risk of 
dropping out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who faii to master the 
basics of mathematics by the end ofgrade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough 
mathematics and science courses in high school which in turn prepare them for college and better 
jobs. ' ' , ', 

Whi Ie our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we ~e not yet where 
we need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress . 
(NAEP), 40 percent ofour 4th grade students do not reach the "basic" achievement level. In the 
Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). U.S. 4th graders score above 
average in math and science. However, our 8th graderS score below the intemati'onal average in 
mathematics, and only 5 percent ofU.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent 
inlernationally. 

RlG(>ROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no 

, ' ' 

matter where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to knoW. how well their 
children are doing compared with students in other sc~ools, state~. and countries. To help give 
parents this information. the U.S. Department ofEducation is otreiing every state and school 
district the opportunity to use volunfary national tests of4th grade reading and 8~h grade 
mathematics, beginning in 1999. These ngorous tests will provide parents, for the first time, 
scores for individual students, measuredag'ainst widely accepted national and international 

• 1 

standards'ofexcellence. They will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind 
ofaccurate information they' need to help students master basic and advanced skills and 
strengthen academic performance. 

- more­



NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS .. Schools and' 
communities are already working hard at educatlonalimprovement; they are commltted to parent 
involvement, getting technology into the claSsroom, and ensuring a trained and dedIcated teacher 
in every classroom. The·federal government provides funding to states and communities to 
support these efforts. 'But .theseefforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and 
communities are aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these;national tests 
are already spurring a renewed nation:"wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen 
student achievement in these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to 
improve reading. The mathematics and science community, engineers and bUsines~ leaders are 
working to improve mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teaChers, principals 
and communities in using the tests effectively, the U:S. Department ofEducation, the National 
Science Foundation and others ate developing atool chest that includes informatiori.fot parents" 
and teacllers on how to prepare to,meetthese high standards, how to use test results;to improve 
education, and what'high standards in reading, and mathematics look like. -As part of this effort, 
every year the entire test (along With ,answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be, 
released to the public and avai'lable on the Internet so that students, pareJ;lts"and teachers can 
know what is expected fQr students to reach standards of exc~llence. 

. . , 
TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests wilJ ' 

. " I'" 

be modeled on the NAEP' in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are, " 
based on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and m~theinatics 
specialists, curriculum specialists! and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national 
consensus ofwhat students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages 

, I 

, of learning. ' 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES-FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. : The current, 
NAEP is designed to assess how well,a sample of students across the entire nation ~d individual 
states perform in reading and mathematics. A very small percentage ofstudents participate in 

, I 

NAEP, and no parents know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the vol~tary 
national tests will provide students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores t~ compare 
individual student performance to widely accepted national and international standards and to 
identify studcmts and schools that need extra help~ These standard measures "fexceIience will 

, help parents hold ~chools accountable for improved performance, help teacher~ and principals 
improve curriculum and instrUction, and give students a guide for charting their own progress. 

DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS., The U.S. Dep;artment of 
Educationwil1 contract with independent test developers to produce the new tests, ~hich will be 
available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Guidance (or test 
development will come from the most successful mathematics and reading teachers, parents, 
governors, and local arid state education, civic and business leaders. Individual tes~ scores will 
not be collected by the federal government; states and local school districts will deCide how to 
use the data. Each test will.require approximately 90 minutes oftotal testing time. iStates and 

.school districts can administer the teSts as part of their. local testing programs. 

For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests ~uly 23, 1997 

http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON ACHIEVING HIGH STANDARDS 

AND THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 


Parents want the best for their children no matter where they live. They want their children to learn 
the basics. They want safe, disciplined, drug-free schools. They want qualitY teachers and the 
opportunity to be involved in their schools. They want their children prepared to be able to go on' . 
to college. To help reach these goals, President Clinton in his State of the Union address issued a 
10 point call to action for American education to enlist parents, teachers, studentS, business leaders, 
'local and state officials in this effort to make sure that Americans' have the best education in the 
world. Setting rigoroUs national.standards with voluntary national tests in 4th grade in reading and 
8th grade in mathematics is a key part of the agenda. ' 

What are the voluntary national tests? The voluntary national tests are twoi tests - one for 4th 
. I 

grade reading in English and the other for 8th grade mathemaiics -- which are currently being 
developed. These. new tests will be based on the widely respected National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) in which 43 states currently participate. ' 

I 

What is the purpose of the voluntary national tests? The voluntary nationa, tests are a way to 
improve student learning. They are tools to give parents, teachers, and pplicy makers new 
information on how students are performing academically. The tests will provide parents and 
te/lChers wlth individual scores for their students and children as they relate to challenging national 
and, in the case of mathematics, international standards -- ~mportant,information that parents and 
teachers don't have now. Parents and teachers, can use information from the te~ts to help improve 
instruction and achievement. This information can help mobilize the country aro~d the importance 
ofmaking sure all 'children master the basics ofreading and math. ! 

'When will the tests be given? The tests will be given annually by states and local school districts 
beginning in the spring of 1999. Field tests will be given in the spring of 1998 arid sample tests will 
be available to students, parents, teachers and'the geile:r:al ,public in the fall of 1998. 

How are the voluntary national tests ditTerent from other tests? The voluntaiy national tests are 
different from other standardized tests by providing new information to parents and teachers about 
individual student achievement as measured agamst national and international standards. Although 
the new tests will be based on NAEP, NAEP scores are derived from a random sa;mpling ofstudents 
that provides a general picture of how states areperfonning. The voluntary n~tional tests on the 
other hand will produce individual student scores -- critical information parents and teachers do not 
currently have through the NAEP program. " ' 

Why 4th grade reading?' 4th grade is ,a critical turning point for students' p~ogress in reading. 
Children spend the first three years ofgrade schoolleaming how to read,so they can spend the rest 

. of their years reading to learn. Ifstudents can't read English well by the 4th grade, then they will 
have difficulty learning mathematics, science, and other subjects.: 
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Why 8th grade math? 8th grade math is also a critical academic turning point. At that point, 
students need to have mastered the basics of math -- including the foundations of algebra and 
geometry -- so they are prepared to go on and take the advanced math and science co~es they need 
for college and good jobs and careers. International re~earchshows that most other industrialized 
nations introduce their students to algebra and geometry much earlier than the Unite~ States. 

, ,', ii 
What about other grades or other subjects? Research.shows that 4th grade reading fUld 8th grade 
math are two critical points. Students must meet a certain level of proficiency in thpse grades in 
those subjects as they are the basic tools for ~ther subjects. There is national consensus about what 
children should be able to read in the 4th grade and do in math at the 8th grad~. That is why we are 
focused on these subjects at these grades. . . . '1 . 

I . 

What accommodations can be made for Limited English Proficiency (LEP) stu~ents? 
The Department ofEducation is developing a set ofaccommodations that will supportithe inclusion 
of LEP students in the tests. Some of these accommodations. require further res~arch. .These 
suggested accOmmodations include: accommodations offered to students in usual test situations (e.g. 
short breaks, extended time, one-on-one testing, small group sessions~ help with test directions but 
not items), bilingual versions (math test), oral reading of test items in English (m~th test), and 
glossaries (math test). ' 

What future changes in the test can we anticipate to accommodate LEP st~dents? The 
Department is also planning to undertake research on the assessment of LEP studen~s. The focus 
ofinvestigation will be: At what point does testing in a second language yield meanipgful results? 
What accommodations are appropriate. for LEP students? What role does assessment in the native 
language play in high stakes assessment? And we will listen to ideas for other ways to meet the . 
needs ofLEP students. ' " 

. I 
How will parents who have. limited English use the tests? In partnership with community 
organizations, the Department ofE<iucation·\Vill develop strategies to hdplanguage minority parents 
use the tests as tools for improvement. These strategies include dissemination informition about the 
tests in languages other than English used in the community, checklists that pareilts can use to 
determine iftheir scrool is preparing students for high standards, and technical assist~ce to school 

tn' tdIS · C S. " . . I 
I 

, ' ,~ 

Why is a bilingual versi~~ of the~ath' test being offered, but the reading test :is on'ly being 
given in English? The math test will be offered as a bilingual test (English on one page andSpanish 
on the other) because the purpose of the testis to assess students' math skills, not their'~nglish skills. 
There are many children at the 8th grade level who have limited English proficiency but who can .~ 
learn advanced math and 'should be asked to show what math they know. We ~e providing a 
bilingual math test in Spanish and English because SpaIiish is the most common langu:age other than 
English among students. The reading test will only be given in English because d,eveloping the 
ability to.read in English is a basic skill that.every child has to have to succeed in Am~rican schools 
and sqciety. A bilingual test would not measure a student's English competency. . 
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Will non-public schools be able to participate? Yes, non-public schools will be able to participate 
in the same way states and districts will. The non-public schools will have to show th~t they comply 
with non-discrimination statutes in enrollment and ensure that all 4th grade students and/or 8th grade 
students participate. Home schooled children will be able 'to take the exam 'when the tests (along 
with answers, scoring guides and other materials) are released on the Internet :' 

I' 

How can parents help children achieve high standards? Over thirty years ofresearch shows that. 
family involvement in children's learnirtg is critical to their child's success. Every p~ent can help, 
from the first days ofa child's life -- singing and reading and talkillg to them about ev~dayevents. 
Parents can 'assist in their children's academic progress 'by being active in school activities, staying 
in regular contact with their teachers, giving them a place to do homework and making sure that they
do it. '" " , . ' I 

What materials will the U.S. Department of Education provide to help teachers land parents? 
To help parents and teachers assist their students in meeting high academic standkds, materials 
including a sample test and supplementary booklet ofexample questions will be avaihibleto schools, 
libraries,and other educational institutions as well as on the lritemet. 'Each year begihning in 1999, 
the entire tests along with scoring guides ,and other items Will be available. The Depam,nentis also 
working with business and local leaderS to build and strengthen ways the whole community can 
assist students in this challenge. Information explaining the test, content frkeworks and 
performance standards, providing sample items with examples ofstudent work ,and sCoring rubrics, 

, , ,I 

strategies for professional development based on assessment items and information about promising 
programs and additional resources will be widely disseminated. These'materials will help teachers 
and administrators interpret test results and use them for instructional purposes to improve teaching 
and learning in math and readi~g. '1 

What if a chiiddoesD't do well on these tests? The voluntary national tests are bbing developed 
so that parents and teachers get accurate information about how students are doing in relation to 
challenging national and international standards. These tests, along with state and local tests, will 
help parents and teachers know which children and schools need help and what help they need. If 
a st~dent or school is found to have shortcomings on the tests, teachers and par~nts must work 
together to provide the help that is needed. This could include steps such as a careful diagnosis of 
the areas of difficulty the student is encountering, and providing the student witp. extra help or 
tutoring tailored to meet those needs. It might include summer school or extra help, after school or 
on weekends. I 

Will the federal government collect individual student test scores? No. The federal government 
will not collect individual student scores. States and local districts may coIl~t such ~ormation and . 
will determine how the individual scores will be used, subject to privacy requirements that specify ~ 
that individual student scores must remain confidential. ' ! ," 

, 

How long will the tests be and what will they look like? The tests will be approximately 90 
minutes each, but extended time may be allowed for all students. Approximately halfofthe test time 

,will be designated for mUltiple choice items which make up approximately 80 petcen! of the test, 
and the other half for extended response items. I 
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Who is developiJig these tests? Expert teachers, administrators', parents, pblicy makers, an9 

business and community leaders are currently serving on committees that are developing the 

blueprint for the voluntary national tests. The U.S. Department of Education ~ilLcontract with a 

testing company to d'evelop the tests, based on, the guidelines created' by: the committees. 

Additionally, a series of meetings is being held with to discuss strategies for imprpving reading and 

math educatio~forall children ~d how the tests will assist students in meetinglthis challenge. 


How will the tests 'be reported? Itisess~tial that the,te~tS be r~rted in such ~~ay th~t:is clear, 
UndeTstandable~ and useful to parents and teachers. The test Pllblishers will provide state and district 
level'results to the states and districts. States and, local districts Will "own"the tesults of the tests 
and will determine how to use the individual results. Guidelines will be proviqe.d so that parents 
and teachers get accurateinfoimation that is helpful in understanding their studept, school, district 
and state's performance. I 

I 

Wiu the mathematics test cove~ the basic skins of math or will they reflect tb~ s~aUed"whole 

math" in which the basics are ignored? The voiuntary national math test will :expect students to 


, master: the basic skills in math': In addition, it 'will also expect that students master much more 

challenging material. In fact, the recently released Third International Math ~d Science 'Study 

results for our fourth graders d,emonstrates that our students measure up to iriternational standards 

quite well in areas otbasic computation.' The area in which we,do less'well is i~ grades 5-8, when 


, students should be moving beyond arithm~tic arid'into geometry, algebra, and measurement. The 

voluntary n~tional math test ~illbe based on these tough, demanding standards;. 

, " , "I 

,On the voluntary national math test students will be asked to fin,d the corrept answer to ~ach 


problem. On some questions students will also be asked to show their work and justify their 

answers. This is because in many situations, both in math and in life, there is ~ore than one way 

ofarriving at the right answer. Good math teaching encourages students to loo~ at math problems 

from mUltiple perspectiyes and to understand the different meth9ds that can be iuseCt to arrive at a 

correct conclusion.' ", !' ' 
,I, 

, ,,' ," " "I, 
For more information,'please visit our web site at htq>:lIwww.ed.goy/n~~iofaltes,ts. 

, [,' 

i 

i 

I 

:' July 24, 1997 



I
'. .... . . . I 

TEST DEVELOPMENT, ADMINISTRATION,AND OUTREACH 
. . .' ' , ." .',. . . " i 

DEVELOPMENT .,,".- , ',. . " '. . .1 . 
The Voluntary National Tests will be based on the National Assessment of EducationaliProgress 
(NAEP), commonly referred to as the nation's report card. The NAEP reading andmatp tests are based 
on widely accepted content standards developed by local teachers, reading and math speCialists, parentS 
and researchers that reflect a national consensus on what students should know and be able to do when 
they reach the 4th grade in reading and 8th grade in mathematics. Although the new tests will be based 
on NAEP, NAEP is an assessment of a random sampling of student achievement which!gives an 
indication of how states and districts are achieving, whereas the voluntary tests will produce individual 
student scores -- critical information parents and teachers do not currently.have through! the'NAEP 
.program. I 

'1. ' 

The U.S. Department of Education has contracted with the Council of ChiefState Scho~l Officers and 
MPR Inc.; an educational consulting firm, to establish four committees to develop blueprints forthe tests 
based on NAEP. The committees are the National Test Panel, the Technical Advisory Group, the 
Reading Committee, and the Math Committee. The committt:e members are expert teaqhers, 
administrators, parents, policy makers, and business and community leaders. All of their meetings are 
open to the. public, and transcripts are available on the ~temet. ' : 

I 

The U.S. Department of Education will contract with independent test developers to pro~uce the tests 
based on the guidelInes created by the committees. After 1999, new tests will be available each year, 
keeping the content of the tests current. Sample tests will be available in 1998 for studtnts, parents: and 
teachers to help prepare for the first administration in 1999. . : 

! 
I 


ADMINISTRATION I 

T~st companies will be awarded contracts by the U.S. Department of Education to offer ~hetests to 


. states, districts, and private schools. These companies will be responsible for printing the tests, 

. I 

distributing them to schools, training the test administrators, scoring the tests and reporting the results to 
states and districts. The companies may wish to offer the tests as part of their own testirlg packages. 

. I . 

I 

After the tests are administered, the tes~, answers, scoring guides and other: supporting thaterial will be 
. released to parents, teachers, the education community, and the general public on the Int~met. ' 

. i 
The costs to administer, score, and report the results of the tests will be comparable to those' for other 
tests that states and local districts use. Based on other comparable tests, we estimate this:cost to be $10 ­
$12 per student. The President's 1998 budget will include fundirig to reimburse the testipg c<?mpanies 
that will work with states and school districts to' administer the tests in 1999 and funding will possibly be 
included in subsequent years. - , : 

CURRENT OUTREACH ACTIVITIES . " I . 
, A series ofpublic hearings and meetings have been held to discuss strategies for improving reading and 
math education for all children and how the tests will provide important new informatiorl to assist . 
.' ..' I
students, parents, and teachers meet this challenge. . 

I 
In addition to open meetings, the reading and math committees are holding public hearin'gs on- issues 
particular to each of the tests where the general public has the opportunity to testify or s~bmit written 

. testimony .. Parents, teachers, administrators, as well as community and business leaders pave attended 
these hearings: ' . , ' ! 

. , 

For more· information, please visit our web site at hitp:llwww.ed.gov/nationaltests .. July 23, 1997 
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WBATDO WE MEAN BY READING INDEPENDENTLr 
, At the cod oftbird arade. students arc expec::t.ed to be able to read well and iDdepeDdemly. This 

meaDS that they should have mastered the.basics ofreading to the point that they _ easily dumge 
theleUcrJ OIl the page into words. the words into Seateocc:s. and the sentences into iclei.s. To 
JDCIS\ft this at the 4· pde level the volumary utiooat tesi ofreading will be b~ OIl abe 

, Natioaal AssesSlDeZlt ofEducational Progress (NAEP) hmewark. The NAEP ~ 
identim three stIDdards ofpai'~aic, proficient, ad Idvaced. I ' 

BASIC. At. the 4· JI'Ide. a dlild who is at the baic level W1 recognize most, ifaOt aU. ofthe 
, 1VOI'ds ,OIl the page. understand the questions being asked. and ideDtify iJ;DportIDt ~ 

iDformatioa.. NAEP defines the basic level in the following way: "'Tbe studeat ~ 
partial mastc:ry ofthe prerequisite knowledge IDd ~ that arc fuudamentaJ for P,'Oficieat work at 

-,CICIa IfIde." 
I 
I 

PROFICIENT. At. the 4· grade. a dlildwho is profieieat W1 read flUCDtIy (quicJay ~g 
the wards OIl the page). summarize the passaiC. pick out specific informatiOll, add other 
iDformation about the topic to what is read in ardel to answer questions. and ~be the ways the 
IUth« presented the information (giving examples. presentiDg a cbronology. acating metaphors, 
etc.) According to'NAEP' proficieat students arc described asfoDows: "The studCm W1 do solid 
ICIdcmic pai'ormance for each grade assessed. The student demonstrates competi:ncy with 
cbalJeoging subject matter. including subject-matter knowledge. application ofsuch knowledge to 
real 'MlI'ld situations, and lJlIlytical skills appropriate to the subject matter." :' - ' 

• . , '... . I 

ADVANCED. At the 4· grade, a chiJd who is advanced W1 Dot only read flUCDtlY addo 
everything the proficientreadC'l' does, but caD also provide a more detailed and thOughtful 
expJanation. According to the NAEP definition ofadviDc:ed, "The student demohstrates superior 
pai'ormanc:c." 

, 

.. 
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MEETING NATIONAL STANDARDS IN FOURTH GRADE READING:iBOW 
AMERICA IS DOING. AccOrdiDg to the 1994 NAEP 4· gfade reading exam, :AmerlcaD students 
arc DOt reading as weD as they should. The information listed below shows the percanage of 
rtudents achieving at each ofthe NAEP standards ofpai'ormancc. I , 

BeloW BaSic . 40010 
Basic 30% ' 
Proficieat ' 23%. 
Adv~. 7% I 

- , . . ,- . . I ' 

QUESTION FORMAT. To reach these achievement levels OD NAEP. students must read ID , 
cotire stoIy. article, or textbook seJection IDd ,&nsWC'l' thought-provoking questiOns designe4 to tap 
their understanding ofthe passage. the question, and information from outside Sources. T'herc arc 
three question formats.,.-.multiple choice. short constructed response. and exten~ed constructed 
response. Student'achievement levels are based on consistency ofperfonnanccllaoss the three 
fOlmltS. , , . ! 

I 
i 
I' 
I 
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'Ibis example used from E. B. White" Clilll'1ofU'i Web typifies what students at the 4· 
grade should be expected to do as independent readers. . ,1 " ' , 

, ,A Sample Passage 
from ' "', .,' 

Charlotte's~eb'by E. B. White," 

, ' HavinS promised WilbUr that she would save his life, she was detehninecl to keep 
ber promise. Charlotte was naturally patient. She knew from experien~ that ifshe ' 
Waited JODI eaough, • fly Would come to' her ,web; and she felt sure that ifshe thought 
IonS enough about Wilber', problem, ~ idea wOuld come tober mind..FiDally, one 
momina toward the middle ofJuly, the idea came.' "Why how pedectJy lsimplel" she . 

, ,,' ,,' I 

,said to berse1£ -rhe way to save Wilbur',life is to play. trick onZuckrzman.,IfI can 
fool. bu&" thouaht Charlotte, "I can surely fool. man. People are not las smart as 
bugs." ';, 

f 
" ' -I. , ,'", • I 

A Sample' Question based-on the NAEP Fra~eworkl.' " I 
Based OIl this piragraph. bow woUld you deScn'be Charlotte to a mend? Include erdeDce from the 
paSsage to support your desaiptioll' .. ,' , , . . " , 

, " I, 
- i 

I 

BASIC: Studems at the basic level would be able to list characteristics that are described ill the 
paragraph. Fa eXainpl~ they might wri~ any of the (oUowinatraits to ~be qwlotte~ , 

"eps Mrpiomlse 

patient 

confident . i ' 


, clever, 1IIIIl11" . ' \ 

PROFICIENT: StudentS at the proficient leVe~ might list ODe or morcof the a~e~cS 
and make refcimlce to a part,ieular seo.tcncem thepassagc.Forexample,.they might write: 

. , .'' ',', I 
Charlotte works hard to keep her promise. At the beglnntng ofthe paragr,aph she made a 
promise to ,Wilbur an,d by the end ofthe paragraph she figured out how 10: dO It. 

, Oarlott.e was going to play a trick on Zuckenrum. ' . i 
I 

AnVANCED: Students at the advanced level would include more thin·one· rharadmstic IDd 
provide a more thouBbtfW and detailed explanation. For,example, they migbl'~:'

" ' " '." ,', I 

Charlotte WQS a 'royalfriend who kept her word She was also very flewr. i In thl~ 
paragraph Oarlotte thinks about how she can keep herpromise to save ~'U,ur 'slife by 
tricking Zuckerman. Her idea gives her~, the small splder,aWQ)I to 'outsma1jt Zucksrman 
who is much,laroer than she Is. ! 

~ , I ' 

\ 

I 

, \ 
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Ali example drawn tTom the 4* srIde NAEP Reading Alsessmcat 

Amanda Clement: The Umpire in a Skirt 
I, :' Marilyn Kratz 
I 
I 
I 

It was a bot SUDday aftemoc:IIl in Dever said, "Kill the umpire!~, Tbey arsucd 
HawardeD. '. small town in Western Iowa. ' men politely askin& "Beg ~ pardon, Miss 
Amaoda CItmpwt was sixtI:a1 years old. She III Umpire,but WISD·t that ODe a bit high?" 
quietly in the gnndstaDd 'With bet motber, but' Mandy is recognized ~ the Baseball 
she imagined herself risbt out tbcre ell the HaD of Feme in Cooperstown, New York; the 
baseball diarnc:md 'With the playas. ,Back bame Womea', Sports Hall, of F"; ad. the 

, ill Hudscm. Soudl Dakda. bet brotbet'Hak ad. WQIJ.a'S Sports Foundation in ~ID FI'IDCisco. 
, his fi:ieDds oileD ubd berto umpire pmes., California.; In 1912 abe held ~ waddrecord 

Sometimes abe was ev=1Dowed to play first for a WOIDCI1 throwing a baseb~: 279 feet.
base. ' , ' Mandy's earnings for bel' Vt'CIIk as an 

Today, MaDdy,IS she was CIlJcd, could umpire came in especially ~. She put 
only sit aDd ~ HIDk pitch for Ralville herself through college and bcC:ame a teacher 
against Hawardcil. The year was 1904. aDd &iris ,and Coach. o..pniziDg teams ~ eacourasmg 
'were DOt,suppOsccl to participate in sports. But athletes whtleVer abe lived. Mandy died in 
when the umpire for theprelim:iaary same 1971. People who knew her r~ber bet for 
between two Joca1 teams didn't arrive, HIDk ' her work as an umpire, teacher. 'and coath. aDd 

I ' 
asked Mandy to make the calls. because she loved helping people as mudl as 

, ' Mrs. CIemeat didn't want bu daughter , she loved sports. ; 

to umpire a public tv_ but at last Hank and , 

Mandy persuaded bet to, give bet CODSeDt. 

Mandy eagerly took bu position behind the 

pitcber's mound. Because ooly ODe umpire was' 

used in those days, she had to call plays on the 

four bases as well as strikes and balls. ' 


Mandy was five feet tell inches tall and 

looked very impressive as she accurately called 

the plays. She did so well that the playa'S for 

the big pme asked bet to umpire for 

them--with ply! 


Mrs. Clement was shocbd at that ideI. 

But Mandy fiDaIly persuaded bet mother to 

allow her to do it Amanda Clement became the 

first paid woman baseball umpire on Iecord. 


Mandy's fame spread quickly. Before 

long, she was umpiri.Dg games in North and 

South Dakota, low, MiDDe:sota.. and Nebras1ca, 

Flyers sent out to aDDOunce upcomiDgsames. 

caUed Mandy the "World Champion Woman 

Umpire." Her uniform was,a Ions blue skirt. a 


, black nCcktie. and a white blouse with UMPS . 
stenciJed across the front Mandy kept bu Ioog Source: •Amanda Clement: The Umpire in • Skirt..
dark hair tucked inside a peaked cap. She ' by Marilyn Kratz. Copyript 11987 by CaruS 
commanded respect and atteDtion-players Corporation, Reprinted by permiSsion. , ' 

I 
I 
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,S~mpl~ NAEP Q,.es~onS on,Amanda pe~'~t,: th~ Umpire in,a Skin 	
,.' 

~ 	 i # 

,Multiple choice iteID 

ThC, iDCormation in the passage 'is 'pr.eSented 'aWDly by: 

A comparingMaudy to atbcl' 
}lIlIpires 

, 	'B.discuSsins~mms ' 
, 	 "'" inMiDdy'slife' .. ' 

c~ ,_aibinithel":ofbueb~
' 	 " '" ,,';' 

D.~.:cmdingdeWJs abOut lif~ in!the early' " 
' 1900s,:',' ,,',," 

" •,.' ,'., ' " ';"'. ' , '., ."': ': ' " , .' "I 
, ,Aarwer:TIie corrcctlDS'WerU B. discussma importaDt mms mMaDdY'. life. 
, 	(490.4 ofstudems IDS'WaeC.t CCIl1'eCtIyl, ' , , ' " " I 

"""', ' 	 , " 
" 	 .' 

, 'Short coDStrUded response items (scored IS acceptable ~UDaceq,table) 
, " • 	 ."> ­

" ,,'," , " "," , , ,", " ' ", "" I'" 
Wbatwas,HIDk's roJe in,Mandy'searJy career? (42% ~acxep~b~~~) 

"" 	 ,; '" Hank askedMandy to,umpire his 101Mjirs~, When people''s~ho~ good she. was. they wanted her' , 
,,' to u""'ire~eir ga1Ms ,tmMandy was /a,!,ous, " "', ': ,': ,:]", ,: ,'<' , ' 

," ,.. ::'"'" " " . :, .,.,.i', -,' " • ',_ '.' , i ' ,,' " 

Ex1ended;coDStruded response items (sco~ IS Unsatisfactory, p~a~ essential 91' ext.eDsive) , , , ' " " " "," ; ',' ',I, ' 
, trsbe WCR alive today, WhatquesDoa would yoU, ~ to ~k'~ai1dy ~~ut her,~? '. Explain why the " 
'answcrtoYourquesDonwou1dbeimportant~bow., ,',' ",:" l " ," ' 
Parti.J:shows SOltle undbrstandm.g ofdie passage aDd the quesDollbUtdoes not provide III the, , , 

, necessuy iDCormatioa or evidena:. (83% wrote partial« beUtt·lIlSWCnl ,,'I: " "", ,,':' " 
, 	 ' ",' , • "",' " " ," , ' , " , " ~ I ' ,,' " 
, .. ,' I wou,ldask herhowft felt to be theJint W,OIMn baseballpl4yer, to help otherpeople go tntosportS 

, ' " and n~ ,matter wh'!t anybody said just to keep 011 g~l1Ig~ "",,' , "'I , " 

, Essential: demonstrates ~g ofthe p8$sage, an~questioa,~e p~ding all rCquired,' 

, iDCormatiOlL(33% ~oteessential, or betkl ~), :t:' , ,,'" ",. 1 ,,' , , :', . ' , 

Why dldyoulike being umpire? It would be important. because we wouldn't know why,she Itlt:4d ' 
• 	 " , ' _~, . -. t l _ ­

beingu"",ire, when girls weren't supposed to plfiysporls, Vnles~ somebodyasfid her that ' 
'. 	 lJu~sti01l, we viofll~newrjin~OI4t. , ,,:, -, " "," 'I", '" ',',',' , ' 

Ext~nsive: demonstrates 'a riCher understandiD$o(the pass~ge, the:COntCxt. and'relevantiDCormation ' 
fi"om other ~;(2%~ote extensiveanswcn):, " , . ,>.' ,,' I' ," " ',,',' 

, 	 , ' , ' ';.,' '" I", 

I would ask I/Mand,Yhada hard time with other people becauSe she was a girl , 
, and parttcfpa.ted In sports;, 17Ie answer 'WOflldbe ltnJHJ,rtant becauself(on(Jt think II waslai~ 

that girls did not plQ,Y sports like baseball, ,hockey. baskelbpll, andI~tball a long time ago.. , 
Also II would be.lmportant because somebody else's ansWer lfou!dprobably'be dilforent from' 
Mandy's. ' ' . " 	 . ',. 

, I·' 
II " 
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WHAT DO WE MEAN BY CHALLENGING MATH? 
. !

~! By the ead ofeighthsrade. students sbouldbe leamin,g algebra. pometry. probability ~ estimation and• 
using the basic skills,ofaddition. subtraction. multiplication and diviSion to solve prob~ems. StUdents should 
be Ibleto use thebasic:s to solve rpore Complex. problems requiring multiple steps. I 

. I ' , 
The items below illustrate the type ofmathematics that 8th graders should be expected ,to understand. 
Wbeo DOted, items are takea &om the National Assessment ofEducational Progress (,t-lAEP) and the Third 
International Mathematics ad Scieace Study (TlMSS). ..' .: . '. , 

I
SAMPLE ITEMS: 

The Fuel TaDk 

Questioa: A car.has,a fuel tank tbatholds 15 plloas offbel. The car ~ 5 pllcms of~l for 
every 100 miles driven A trip of 250 miles was started with a full tank offuel. How mUdl fuel 
remained in the tank at the ead ofthe trip? ' ./. ' 

A. 2.5 pllaus . C. 17.5 gallons I 

B. 12.5 pllons D. 5.0 $IllonS 

Answer: A. 2.5pllons· 

Mathematics Tested i . 

This question requires students to understand numbers in context and to use 19sical thinking and 

basic arithmetic and hCtions and decimals to determine the answer. Responding correctly requires I 

two step analysis: first detennining how much fuel was used. and then how much remains. 


. i 
Many U.S. eighth-grade students have difficulty with multi-step problems. T;hey often use I single­
. step approach which yields an incorrect answer. This use ofsi.qgle-step strategies may be due to I 
less-thaD-thoughtful ipproach to problem':solvin& an inability to deal with mOre thaD one condition 
in 8 context, or poor:ly developed reading skills~ In answering this problem, ~Ameriean students 
would be likely to choose B as the correct answer .the amount of fuel used tather than the amount 

I 
I 

• I 
Using arithmetic in two step solutions isl commonly usedskillnecC5sary forltasks as diverse as 
comparison shopping and budgeting. I 

.i 
I 

Results . I 

Percentage ofstudents answering correcdy 8 sim.llar TIMSS item: ' 


United States: 34% 

Korea: 500A. 

Singapore: 70% 


i 
. I 
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IArea of. Reetlnale (I'IMSS) ',
I '" 

, ',' I
Qaatloil: The 1eag1hof'a rectangle is 6 em end its ~ is 16 em. What is the Irea of'the 
rectangle in square centi!!lll!frn? , • ' ',' . I', 
Annrer: The area of'the rectangle is 12 square centimeters. I 
Mat.bematia Tated " " 
This geometly problem requires students to understand the properties ofrectaDg1~ aDd the important 
concepts ofperimeter and area These fundamental concepts ofgeometry and m~ are sIdlls 
needed by all cit:i.U:ns for ew::ry day tasks,such as home improvement as well as (ora wide variety of 
careen such as carpentry, ardUtectur'e and eagineaiDg. The problem also reqwtcs students to do two 
step problem-solviDg:, first finding the width ~f the rectangle &om the information giveD end then 
determining the area of'the rectangle &om its leogtha:od width. " , ' ' I, ' 

I
latern.tional Results 

SingapOre 16% 

Korea 66% 

Japan 65% 

Internatianal Average 40% 


, U.S. ' ,22% 

, Treena' I Budget (NAEP 1992) 
i 

. ' , ' l . 

Question: This question requireS y~ut~ show all ~.and'Cxplttinyour &nswf: Your answer should 
,be .clear enough so that another person could read rtand understand your~. ' 

, '" , 
, Treena won a 7-day scholarship worth 51000 to the Pro Shot Basketball Camp. Round-trip expenses to 

, ,'" I 

. the camp are 5335 by air Or 5125 by traiD.. At the camp she must choose between a week of individual 
inStruction at 560 per day or a week ofgroup instruction at 540 Per day. 'T~' s food and other 

, expenses are fixed at 545 per day:',Ifshe dOes oot plan to spend any money o~er than scholarship, what 
are all choices of traVel and instruction plans that she could afford to make? ~lain your reasoning.

" . I 

An5wer: A COI1"eCt solution to this question shows what the 'three possible op~ons are and 
, ,I 

, includes Slij)porting work fot each option. An example of a c.ontlCt solution is' attached. 
, . '~~ . 

Mathematia Tatedl 
This question requires students to understand the meaning'of numbers in contrxt and use everyday logic 
to develop the choices Treena bas for travel and instruction plans within her budget. Students must also 
determine what arithmetic processes to use to determine the Cost ofeach cboi~and then to Use basic 
arithmetic to compare the total cost for each alternative, compare the costs toiher total budget, and 
determine how many choices fit her budget: " I ' 

, ! 
I 

Identifying relevant numerical informatiOn and then using it in multi·step pro~lem~solvins is essential to 
, . ieaIlifeactivities such as 'creating a family budget or a sinall business plan. 

u.s. National Results , 

Percent ofstudents able to identify all 3 correct budget options: 2% 

Percent ofstudents able to identify I.or 2 correct budget options: 17% 

Percent ofstudents able to identify 1m correct budget options: 81% 




•
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TreeDa's Budget: The correct lolutiOD IDdicates what the tbree possible OptiODS are 
(, 

and Includes supporunr; work for each option..' I,'f 

i 
1 
I 
I
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 


. Resources for Urban School Districts to . 
Reach High Standards in Reading and Matherr.atics 

Introduction 
I 

President Clinton's State ofthe Union address in January and subsequent "Call-to-Action for 
American Education" outlined several national priorities in education. Two key priorities are that 
all students be able to read independently and well by the end of third grade and maste1r 
challenging mathematics (including the foundations ofalgebra and geometry) by the epd. ofeighth 
grade. The Department of Education is supporting voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading . 
and 8th grade mathematics as part ofa comprehensive strategy to help students masteri the basics 
and reach high standards in these two subjects. . . ! 

. 	 l 
'The Department of Education can assist urban districts in a number of ways as they work to raise 
the overall academic achievement of their students. For example, the Department pro~ides urban 
districts with formula grant funding (such as Title I and Eisenhower) to support improved 
achievement in the core academic subjects, including readingimd mathematics. In ad4ition, the 
Department ofEducation and the National Science Foundation provide targeted support: to help 
urban districts meet the challenging content embodied in the voluntary national tests. Below are 
some of the key targeted supports available from the two agencies. I 

Technical Assistance' 

What is currently available: 

• 	 Comprehensive Technical Assistance Centers. The Improv~ng America's Schobls Act of 
1994, which a~ended the Elementary and Secondary Edu~ation Act,.created I 

comprehensive, regional technical assistance centers to support coordinated and. .improved 
implementation of federally funded .elementary and secondary programs. [ 

I 
Mathematics 	 . I 
• 	 Eisenhower Regional Consortia. 'The 10 Regional Consortia can provide assistance to 

urban districts including: 1) developing packages ofhigh-quality materials to slupport 
improvement efforts; 2) assisting district needs assessment groups; 3) brokering 9ther 
sources 6ftechnical assistance, training and curriculum; and 4) helping a distri4t team in 
analyzing results of the test. I. 

What is being developed: 

Reading 	 . '. I 

• 	 Reading Center. The Department of Education has dedicated $2.5 million to IJurich a 

new reading center to research and disseminate bestpractices. This center willifocus its 

research on the intersection of schooling and family and ways to promote literah, 


, " . 	 i 
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High-Quality Materials 

What is currently available: 

Reading 
• 	 READ*WRITE*NOW! In!or'!lation Packet. This manual, entitled JustAdd Iqids.; A 

Resource Directory 0/Learnin,g Partners, Reading Sites, and Other LiteracYi 
Organizations that Serve Children and Their Families, provides infonnationlon sources 
of reading help for children including literacy organizations, volunteer tutor programs, and 
federal programs. I 

I 
I 

• 	 READ*WRITE*NOW! Basic Kit. Drawing on the best research, as. well as successful , 
experiences of teachers, librarians, and families, reading experts developed this kit to 
iricrease and maintain reading achievement and reading skills of all children f including 
those with disabilities - during the summer. ! 

i 
• 	 READY*SET*READ Activity Guide/or Families and Caregivers. This activ~ty guide 

provides ideas families and caregivers can use to help young children learn about language 
with age-appropriate activities.', . I 

• 	 Simple Things You Can Do To Help America's Children Read Well and Inddpendently by 
the End a/Third Grade. This guide provides helpful suggestions for.parentsl, schools, 
librarians, grandparents, seniors, concerned citizens, community-based orgartizations, 
universities, employers and the media on how each group can work to improlve literacy in 
their community. I 

• 	 How to Set Up a Reading Consortium. This booklet, developed by the Interttional 
Reading Association (IRA), provides suggestions to .communities on how tol set up a 
collaborative reading program. 1 

Mathematics 
.' " 	 i

• 	 Mathematics: Eisenhower National Clearinghouse (ENC). The National Clearinghouse 
provides high quality K -12 mathemat'ics education materials (including print audio, video, 

. 	 . I . 

multimedia, kits, and Internet sites) to schools and districts., I 

• 	 Third international Mathematics and Science Study (TfMSS) Resource Kit, IThis resource 
kit gives district and school administrators and teachers information from TIMSS that can 
help with practical decisions about setting high standards, selecting challenging curricula 
and instructional materials, and can encourage effective teaching practices. ;The 
Department of Education will be providing training in how to use the materials in 

. September. . 	 ., .' . . . I 

2 
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• 	 The Eddie Files. The.series ofvideotapes uses real-world mathematics and science to 
help 3rd through 6th grade stuc~nts develop the ability to think: mathematically and to see 
the connections between mathematics and the world outside the ylassroom. ~ 

What is being developed: 

Reading 	 I 
• 	 Lexile Framework and Checkpointsfor Progress In Reading and Writing For 'Families , 

and Communities and Te(1chers and Learning Partners. These documents provide 
guidelines on the skills a child should be expected to demonstrate at each dev~lopmental 
stage and provide tips on how to help children attain these skills. . I 

• 	 National Academy ofSciences (NAS). NAS will publish a study this fall which provides 
examples and information about successful model reading programs. '! 

Mathematics , 	 .' I 
• 	 Supporting effective teacher preparation and professional development. Two ;guides will 

highlight promising practices and provide strategies and tools for improving e~isting
. 	 I 

mathematics teacher preparation and professional development programs. 	 ! 
, 

• 	 Guide to promising and exemplary curricula. An expert panel is identifying p:romising 
and exemplary mathematics programs and instructional materials. 

Involving Parents and the Community 

What is currently available: 

eading 
\,.. AD*WRITE *NO W! pilot sites. This summer America Reads: READ*WRITE*NOW! , 

reached 1.5 million children in 14 pilot sites. These programs e;xtend learningltime for· 
students who receive one-on-one reading assistance. The Department of Education has 
materials on how to start-up a READ*WRITE*NOW site, and can work with Lrban 

I 

districts to help set up pilot sites. 	 ' 

America Reads Federal College Work Study (FCFVS) program. To date, 579 c,olleges and 
universities have signed on to participate in the America Reads Federal Colleg'e Work 
Study program. The Department of Education waives the matching requiremehts for 
FCWS students of colleges and universities that sign on to the program.,Stud~nts at these 
schools will be able to participate in the FCWS program by tutor'ing inlocalli~eracy 
programs which will inc~ease the capacity of these programs to serve children's reading 
needs during after-school hours. 

3 
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What is being developed: i 

.1 
• 	 21st Century Community Learizing Centers. The Department ofEducation has requested 

$50 million to provide after-school, weekend, and summer learning opportunities for 
participating children. By uniting parents, caregivers, principals, teachers,! and community 

, groups in partnership, community learning centers can help students excel lin mathematics 
and reading, maximize resources by coordinating efforts, and gain the advantages of 
shared ~xpertise and experience. . ! 

, 

Reading 	 ,
I 

• The America Reads Challenge Summer 1998 program. In the summer of 1998, the 
America Reads Challenge will expand its summer reading programs with the hopes of 
having at least one site in each state. 

, 

• 	 The America Reads Legislation. Currently, legislation is pending that wobld allocate 
• 	 I 

$260 million in year 1 (the President's proposed legislation requests $2.75 billion over 5 
. 	 . I 

years) to support tutoring efforts in communities across the county. The grants \Yould be 
awarded to cover expenses for reading specialists and tutor coordinators Who would help 
train and mobilize tutors at each site. Additionally, communities would bb digible to 
apply for funds that supported programs that assist parents in literacy traiqing during early 
childhood. i 

I 
! 

Mathematics 
I

• 	 Public activity (conversation) about middle school mathematics. Fun, high quality, 
regularly released and highly public mathematics problems that students will enjoy doing 
with adult coaches and that will engage families, businesses and volunteers in helping 
students meet high standards will be developed. 

Technology 

,\Vhat is currently available: I 
I 
I 

. I 
• 	 Technology Innovation Challenge Grants. This program supports collaboration between 

educators, local businesses, and community organizations to develop innpvative, high­
quality applications of technology, with an emphasis on improving access for 
disadvantaged students. 

• 	 Star Schools. These grants support partnerships among educational and j. 
telecommunications agencies, and demonstrate the use of distance learnirig technologies to 
improve instruction, create learning opportunities, and serve disadvantaged students. 

I 
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i 
• 	 Regional Technology Education Consortia (RTEC). These six regional co;nsortia provide 

technical advice and training to educators about the use ofadvanced techn~logies to 
improve teaching and student achievement. 

Mathematics 
• 	 Telecommunications Demonstration Project (PBS Mathline). A series of video lessons 

, 	 I . 

for elementary and secondary school teachers based on the National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics (NCTM) professional teaching standards is the basis for a,year~long 
Internet-based professional development program. 

What is being developed: . 

• 	 On-line instructional materials. Federal Internet-based education resources (instructional 
materials, primary documents and more) are being linked to a single Web ~age, along with 
search tools, that will make !he various learning resources from dozens ofifederal agencies 
easy to find. . I 

I 
I 

National Science Foundation Support for Systemic' Change!. 
- . 	 I 

• 	 , I 

• 	 Urban Systemic Initiative. The Urban Systemic Initiative (USI) program is limited to the 
I 

cities with the largest number of school-age children (ages 5 to 17) living ,in poverty, as 
determined by the 1990 census. USI is designed to spur local officials and the public to 

I 

undertake a comprehensive and sustained reform of their entire approach 'to education - ' 
from curriculum to class scheduling to teacher professional development i by first 
overhauling mathematics and science teaching. I 

, I
I 

The goals are: 1) to improve the scientific and mathematical literacy ofall children in 
urban communities; 2) to prepare all students for lives ofeconomic independence and 
personal satisfaction; and 3) to enable a significantly greater number of these children to 

, 	 I 

consider and pursue careers in mathematics, science and technology. I ' 
I 

The USI coalition serves a national communications network to exchange innovations, 
share strategies and discuss common problems. Through the coalition, th~ USI districts 
will: 1) develop and implement curriculums based on national standards for mathematics 
and science education; 2) provide standards-based teacher professional d~velopment; 3) 
strive to make examinations a more accurate gauge of learning and more ~ompatible with 
standards-based teaching; 4) infuse computers and othertechnologies into classroom 

I 
teaching; and 5) increase accountabilIty to the public for achieving reform goals. I . 

! 
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I 

Understanding the High Standards Embodied in the Voluntary National Tests 
... 	 . I . 

i
What is being developed: I 

I 
• 	 Materials for parents and community members. Materials explaining the gbals and 

content of the voluntary national tests and how the tests can be an impo~t element of 
an effort to improve the odds for student achievement are being developed for parents, 

) 
teachers, community members and the general public. l ' 

• 	 Newsletters and other publications for teachers and administrators. Infolation 
explaining the test content frameworks and performance standards, providing 'sample 
items with examples or'student work and scoring rubrics, strategies for professional 
development based on assessment items and information about promising programs and 
additional resources will be widely disseminated. ! 

I 
I 

• 	 Materials to interpret test results. These materials will help teachers and apministrators 
interpret test results and· use them for instructional purposes to improve teaching and 
learning in math and reading. ' 

Further Information 

For further information about any of the programs mentioned above, please call: 

i
• 	 Department of Education 1-800-USA-LEARN, http://www.ed.gov 
• 	 National Science Foundation (703) 306-1234, http://www.nsf-gov; 

I 
I 
i 

For specific information on reading, mathematics, or voluntary national test efforts within the 
Department of Education: : . 

Reading Carol Rasco, Director, America Reads Challenge, (202) 401-8888, !caroIJasco@ed.gov 
Ann O'leary, (202) 401-2993 or ann_o'leary@ed.gov i 

Mathematics Judy Wurtzel, Director, Mathematics Initiative, (202) 40} -3389, jU9Y_wilrtzel@ed.gov 
John Luczak, (202) 205-7848 or john_luczak@ed:gov I 

Voluntary Missy Kincaid, Director of Communications, (202) 219-~042, miS~Y_ kincaid@ed.gov 
National Test 
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Resources for Urban School Districts to Reach 

High Standards in Reading and Mathematics 


I 
I 
i 

Introduction I 

I 
President Clinton's fifth State of the Union address and subsequent "Call-to-Actionlfor American 
Education" outlined several national priorities. Two of those priorities are that all students be 
able to read independently and well by the end of third grade and master challenging mathematics 
(including the foundations of algebra and geometry) by the end of eighth grade. Th~ Department 
of Education is supporting voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
mathematics as part of a comprehensive strategy to help students master the basics 4nd reach high 
standards in these two subjects. i 

I 
The Department of Education can assist urban districts in a number of ways as they Iwork to raise 
the academic achievement of their students. For example, the Department providesiurban districts 
with formula grant funding to support improved achievement in the core academic subjects, 
including reading and mathematics. The newly enacted technology E-rate (information in packet) 
will enable many more urban schools to connect to the Information Superhighway. lIn addition, 
the Department of Education and the National Science Foundation provide targeted Isupport to . 
help urban districts meet the challenging content embodied in the voluntary national tests. Below 

I 

are some of the key supports available from the two agencies: 	 I 

I 

I 
iTechnical Assistance 

What is currently available: 
I 
I 

Comprehensive Technical Assistance Centers. The Improving America's Schools Act of 1994, 
which amended the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, created comprehensive, regional 

I 

technical assistance centers to support coordinated and improved implementation of elementary
• 	 I 

and secondary programs. 	 ! 
I 

I 
Mathematics: Eisenhower Regional Consortia. The 10 Regional Consortia can iprovide 


, assistance to urban districts including: 1) developing packages of high-quality materials that 

would be helpful to districts; 2) providing assistance to district needs assessment gtoups; 3) 

brokering assistance with other sources of technical assistance, training and curricu~um; and 4) 

. assisting a district team in analyzing results of the test. 	 i 

What is being developed: 	 "I 

j" 

Reading Center. The Department of Education has dedic'ated $2.5 million to launbh a new . 
reading center to research and disseminate best practices. This center will focus itsl research on 
the intersection of schooling and family and ways to promote literacy. I 

I 

I 
I 
i 



High-Quality Materials and Professional Development 

What is currently available: 

READ*WRITE*NOW! Information Packet. This manual, entitled Just Add Kids: A Resource 
Directory ofLearning Partners, Reading Sites, and Other Literacy Organizations t~at Serve 
Children and Their Families, provides information on sources of reading help for cpildren 
including literacy organizations, volunteer tutor programs, and federal programs. I 

I 

Lexile Frameworkand Checkpoints for Progress In Reading and Writing For F*milies' and 
Communities and Teachers and Learning Partners. These documents provide gu:idelines on 
the skills a child should be expected to demonstrate at each developmental stage anti provides tips 
on how to help children attain these skills.. . I 

I 

I 
Simple Things You Can Do To Help America's Children Read Well and Indepe~dently By ti,e 
End of Third Grade. This guide provides helpful suggestions for parents, schools,ilibrarians, 
grandparents, seniors, concerned citizens, community-based organizations, universities, employers 
and the media on how each group can work to improve literacy in their community J . 

READY*SET*READ Activity Guides for Families and Caregivers. These activity guides 
provide ideas families and caregivers can use to help young children learn about lartguage with 
~ge-appropriate activities. I 

I 

RE4D*WRITE*NOW! Basic Kit. Drawing on the best research, as well as succdsful 
experiences of teachers, librarians, and families, reading experts developed this kit to increase and 

I 

maintain reading achievement and reading skills of all children - including those with disabilities ­
during the summer. It offers ideas on how a learning partner can engage all childreh in . 
educational activities and it encourages all children to pledge to read and write 30 rhinutes a day, 
five days a week. . i 

How to Set Up a Reading Consortium. This booklet, developed by the Internatio~al Reading 
Association, provides suggestions to communities on how to set up a collaborative 'reading 
program . 

. Mathematics: Eisenhower National Clearinghouse (ENC). The National ClearInghouse 
provides high quality K-12 mathematics education materials (including print, audi6, video, 
multimedia, kits, and Internet sites) to schools and districts.· I 

I 
I 

TIMSS Resource Kit. This resource kit gives district and school administrators and teachers 
information from TIMSS·that can help with practical decisions about setting high standards, 
selecting challenging cu~icula and instructional materials, and can encourage effe~~j.ve teaching 
practices. . !. 

The Eddie Files. The series of videotapes uses real-world mathematics and scienc:e to help 3rd 
through 6th grade students develop the ability to think mathematically and to see t~e connections 

i, 

http:effe~~j.ve


between mathematics and the world outside the: Classroom. 

What is being developed: 

Reading: National Academy of Science (NAS). NAS will publish a study this fal:l which 
provides examples and information about successful'model reading programs. 

i 
i 

Mathematics: Guide to promising and exemplary curricula. An expert panel is identifying 
. I 

promising and exemplary mathematics programs and instructional materials. , 
! 
i 

Supporting effective teacher preparation and professional development. Two guides will 
highlight promising practices and provide strategies and tools for improving existing mathematics 
teacher preparation and professional development programs. 

Support for Mobilization 

What is currently available: 

Reading: READ*WRITE*NOW! pilot sites. This summer America Reads: i 
READ*WRlTE*NOW! reached 1.5 million children in 14 pilotsites. These programs extend 
learning time for students who receive one-on-onereading assistance. The Presiden,t's Coalition' 
for America Reads will meet next week to discuss ways to expand this program thrdugh 
developing literacy coalitions in cities and urban centers across the Nation. The Department of 
Education has materials on how to start-up a READ*WRlTE*NOW site. i 

I 
America Reads Federal College Work Study program. To date, 579 colleges anCluriiversities 
have signed on to participate in the America Reads Federal College Work Study prdgram. The 
Department of Education waives the matching requirements for FWCS students of colleges and 
universities that sign on to the program. Students at these schools will be able parti6ipate in the 

I 

Federal College Work Study program by tutoring in localliteracyprograms which will increase 
the capacity of these programs to serve children's reading needs during after-school ,hours. 

i
What is being developed: 

I 

21st Century Community Learning Centers. The focus ofthis program will be t<;> provide 
after-school, weekend, and sU,mmer learning opportunities for participating childrenl By uniting 
parents, caregivers, 'principals, teachers, and community groups in partnership, Cent~rs can help 
students excel in mathematics and reading, maximize resources by coordinating eff6rts, and gain 
the advantages of shared expertise and experience. ' , I 

i ....; 

Reading: The America Reads Challe~ge Summer 1998 program. In the summer of 1998, the 
America Reads Challenge will expand its summer reading programs with the hopes lof having at 
least one site in each state. I 



. " 

i 
I ' 

The America Re;:tds Legislation. Currently, legislation is pending that would allo?ate $260 
million in year 1 (thePresident's'proposed legislation requests $2.75 billion over 5 years) to 
support tutoring efforts in communities across the county. The grants would be awarded to cover 
expenses for reading specialists and tutor coordinators who would help train and mqbilize tutors 
at each site. Additionally,commuriitieswould be eligible to apply for funds that supported 
programs that assisted parents in literacy training during early childhood. i 

I 
Mathematics: Problems-of-the-week. Fun, high quality, highly public mathemat~cs problems­
of-the-week that students will enjoy doing with adult coaches and that will engage families, 
businesses and volunteers in helping students meet high standards will be developed. 

I 

I
Technology 	 ! 

What is currently available: 	 I 
I 

Technology Innovation Challenge Grants. This program supports collaboration Jetween 
educators, local businesses, and community organizations to develop innovative, hikh-quality 
applications of technology, with an emphasis on improving access for disadvantaged students. ' 

i 
Star Schools. These grants support partnerships among educational and telecommunications 
agencies, and demonstrate the use ofdistance learning technologies to improve instruction, create 
learning opportunities, and serve disadvantaged students. : 

I 
I 

Regional Technology Education Consortia (RTEC). These six regional consortia provide 
technical advice and training to educators about the use of advanced technologies to! improve 
teaching and student achievement. ! 

II . 

Mathematics: Telecommunications Demonstration Project (PBS Mathline). Ai series of 
video lessons for elementary and secondary school teachers based on the NCTM professional 
teaching standard's is the basis for a year-long Internet-based professional development program. 

. , 	 I 
I 

What is being developed: 	 I 

i, 

On-line instructional materials. Federal Internet-based education resources (instr~ctional 
materials, primary documents and more) are being linked to one Web page, along with search 
tools, that will make the various learning resources from dozens of federal agencies ~easy to find. 

Gateway to Educational Materials (GEM), GEM will make it possible for teachdrs and others 
to type a subject and grade level into a search screen and receive links to teaching id:eas, lesson 
plans, and other instructional materials from a broad range of participating Web s!te~, including 
non-federal organizations. 



I. 
, . 


, I • 

Understanding the High Standards Embodied in the Nationa, Tests 

IWhat is being developed: 
I 

Materials for parents and community members. Materials explaining the goals~d content of 
the voluntary national tests and how the tests can be an important element of an eff6rt to improve 
the odds for student achievement are being developed for community members. ; 

Newsletters and other publications for teachers and administrators. Informatidn explaining 
the test content frameworks and performance standards, providing sample items with examples of 
student work and scoring rubrics expectations, strategies for professional developm6nt based on 
assessment items and information about promising programs and additional resourcb will be 
widely disseminated. : 

i 

Materials to interpret test results. These materials will help teachers and administrators 
interpret test results and use them for instructional purposes to improve teaching and learning in 
math and reading." I 

I 

I 

For Further Information i 

I 
Reading: Carol Rasco, Director, America Reads Challenge, (202) 401-8888 

, I
Ann O'Leary, (202) 401-2993 or ann_o'leary@ed.gov ' I 

Mathematic~: Judy Wurtzel, Director, Mathematics Initiative, (202) 401-3389 
John Luczak, (202) 205-7848 or johnJuczak@ed.gov I 

I
I 

< 
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I 
I 

ATTRACTING AND PREPARING TOMORROW'S TEACHERS:' 
, , 

INVESTING IN QUALITY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY! 

, I 
To have the best schools, we must have the best teachers ...and, we should challenge morf!,ofour ' 
finest young people to consider teaching as a career. i 

-- President Clinton., 1997 State of the Union Addresb, 

Today President Clinton propo~ed a ,$350 milli~n initiative to attract talented pedple of all 
backgrounds into teaching at low-income schools across the ~ation, and to dram~tically improve 
the quality of training and preparation given to our future teachers. This new initi~tive will help 
bring nearly 35,000 outstanding new teachers into high-poverty schools in urban ~nd rural areas 
over the next five years. In addition, it will upgrade the quality of teacher preparation at 
institutions of higher education that' work in partnership with local schools in inne:r city and poor 
rural areas. The President's initiative will help recruit and prepare teachers nationkde to help our' 
neediest students succeed in the 21 st century. ' i' 

, ", ,', ' . : 
A NATIONAL CHALLENGE: RECRUITING AND PREPARING THE BEST 

, I 

TEACHERS FOR THE CLASSROOMS THAT NEED THEM THE MOST~ 

, Nationally, two million teachers must be hired over the next decade to accommodate rapidly 
growing student enrollment and an aging teaching force. The most severe shortades will occur in 
high-poverty urban and rural schools, which must hire 350,000 teachers .over the\next five ,years. 

Urban and rural schools serving high percentages of poor students face ~speJially 
serious challenges in their teaching forces, with many teachers arriving without the ' 
qualifications or preparation needed to succeed and with high rates of attrition. Iri urban 
districts, up to 50% of teachers leave the profession within the first five years. lri high poverty 
schools across the U.S., one-third of students take math from teachers with neithdr a major nor a 

, minor in mathematics. Meeting our national challenge requires providing a suffiderit number of 
, well-prepared teachers to fill the expected vacancies in urban and,rural schools. \ 

l 
MEETING THE CHALLENGE: RECRUITING NEW TEACHERS INTO HIGH­
POVERTY SCHOOLS AND IMPROVING THEIR PREPARATION 

Teaching Fellowships to Help Talented People from All Backgrounds Teach in High­
Poverty Schools. The President's initiative will provide five:"-year competitive grarts to 
institutions of higher education with high-quality teacher preparation programs, in partnership 
with local schools and others, to offer scholarships and other support to prepare pr0spective 
teachers who commit to teach in under served urban or rural schools for at least 3 ~ears. 
Scholarships could cover costs of tuition, room, board, and other expenses of completing the 
teacher preparation program -- as well as some costs of mentorship or additional ~reparation for 

, scholarship recipients in their first two years of teaching. The President's proposal iwill help 
recruit nearly 35,000 teachers over (ive years, meeting nearly 10% of the need for ,?-ew teachers 
in high poverty urban and rural communities. 



,~~, I 

I 

I 


Scholarships for young people and adults making a career change into teaching. Eligible' 
scholarship recipients would include undergraduate and graduate students, fQrmer'military 
personnel, education paraprofessionals or teacher aides desiring fuilteacher ~ertification, and 
other mid-;career professionals looking to enter into the teaching piofes~ion.i , ' 

A comm:~tment to bringing outstanding ne~ t~achersinto hi~h-:-povertYI schools. Eligibility 
would be limited to those making a commitment to teach in high-poverty schools for at least' 
three years. Scholarship recipients 'who do not complete the full three yea~'would repay the," 
institution 'of higher education from which they received their teachingcred9ntials. ' 

l,','.' , . 	Support for Institutions of Higher E<bJcation to Strengthen Preparatiori of Future ' ' 
Teachers in High-Poverty Schools 'The initiative will provide compedtiv~ five':"year grants to, 
10--15 national lighthouse, models of excellence ,.."':- iristitutions of higher ed,hcation that operate 
the highest quality teacher education programs. Each institutioil receiving a1lighthouse grant 

, will use a majority of these resources to help 8-15 'other institutions of highh education improve 
their teacher preparation programs, helping to improve the preparation of fU,ture teachers at 150 
institutions of highereducation across the nation. These institutions must place a large number 
of graduates in high-poverty urban or rural schools." , I " ' , , 

I 
'. , .. ' ; " ' , ' 	 I , ' 
Drawing,9n research and best practices, and holding institutions of hig~er education 
a'ccountablefor performance. 'Grant recipients would use the most proven and effective 
strategies, s'uch as: forging strong links between 'schools of 'education and tl1dr universities' 

, , 	 I 

departments of arts, and science, providing future teachers with mentors' and structured 
opportunities for ~eachingin elem,entaryand secondary school classrooms, and incorporating the 
use of educa!ional techpology into teacher preparation. Continuation grants will be given to 
institutions 'making demonstrable progress toward clearly defined o,bjective~. , '.'" 

1 

I 
j 

...... 

, 	 , 
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I 
I u.s. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

I :' 
i 

Fact Sheet: An E-Rate Update from the U.S. Department of Ed~cation 

Providing Schools and Libraries Affordable Access to the Information ~Superhighway , 


What Is the E-Rate? ' . '. .! . . 
The Education Rate (E-Rate) is the result ofa regulatory decision made by the Federal communicalions Commission (FCC) 
on May 7. 1997. The FCC decision means that starting in 1998, schools and libraries will be eli~ble for up to $2.25 billion 
a year in disc.ounts for a wide range of telecommunication services.. I 
Who's Eligible? 	 ! 

• 	 Public Schools. All K-12 elementary and secondary.schOols. . 
• 	 Private Schools. Are eligible as long as they are non-profit and with endowments not ex~g $50 million. 
• 	 Libraries are also eligible. This includes individuaJ library branches, library facilities. library systems and library 


consortia .' ' I 

. , 	 . ! 

What Services Are Available? 	 I 
• 	 Internet Access· . . I . 

. 	• Internal Connections-Bringing the Technology into the Learning Environment:i' . 
Basic instalJation ofnetworks necessary to bring information all the way into the School. the library, and classrooms. 

• 	 Telecommunication Services: ".·1 
Flexibility to choose among ditTezeot typc::s ofcommercially available telecommunications services for both voice and 
data. Examples include: regular telephooe lines for teachers·to receive phooe calls.in the clkroom., pagers for 

· security officials, high bandwidth telecommunications service for Intc;met access, and satellite services for distance 
leamlng. • 

What's Not Covered? 	 ! 
• 	 Computers for teachers and students, fax maclti.nes, modems, software, professional develot>ment and asbestos 

· removal. Resale ofdiscoUnted services is probibited.Tbe Department ofEducation has tw~ programs that fund the 
. acquisition ofcomputers, software, and professional development J'hese grant programs are the Technology Literacy 

· Challenge Fund and the Technology Inoovation CbaJJenge Grants. . 

How Much Money Is Available in Discounts? I 

,. Up 'to $2.25 billion per year will be available from the Universal Service Fund. Schools and libraries will not receive 
, 	 I 

these funds directly, instead you will realize the savings in the form ofdiscounts and service providers will be 

reimbursed for discounted services provided. . ' I 


I 

What Are the Discounts and How Are They Detennined!. -I 

• 	 Discounts range from 20-90 percent baSed on ecOOomic disadvantage and geOgraphic location. 


Economic need Ls detennined by ,eligibility for the Free or Reduced 
. 

Price Lunch Program. . 
Ii 

I , 


How Do We Get Ready to Apply? , . . I . . , 

Although the Fund will not be available until January 1, 1998, there are several things you can be~ to do to get ready:


, . I·' , 

,. , 	 Develop a plan for technology in your school and library. Begin by cbecldng with your S~ Education Agency. 
• 	 Conduct a needs assessments-undertake an inventoty oftechnology and capacity in your schools and libraries. 
• 	 Seek advice from experts and other communities that have experience in implementing tecbhology for education. 


! 

Where Can I LeamMore About the E-Rate? . . 	 i 
• 	 Call the U.S. Department ofEducation'toU-free at (800) USA-LEARN or visit o~ World Wide Web site at: 


. . .. wWw.edgov/technology . .' 


• 	 Call the Federal Communications Commission toll-free at (888) CALL-FCC or visit their World Wide Web Site at: 
wwW.fcc.govlleamnet 	 I 

. I 
I 

wwW.fcc.govlleamnet
wWw.edgov/technology
http:calls.in


I 

I 
I 

. I 
Characteristics of Selected Grest City Schools (19S:6-97) 

, . I 

./ 

District Superintendent· Total' 4th Grade 8th Grade %.Free and % Limited En~lish 
Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment Reduced Prolicicncy 

Lunch Eligible'" Eligihle>!; 

AtJanra Benjamin Canada 57.545 '4.829 4,002 79.7% 1.7(k 
Broward Frank Petruzielo 218.576 )7,402 15,736 39.7% 7.9()A, 
Chicago Paul Vallas 403.504 30.833 . 27.779 83.2% . 15.4% 
Cincinnati J, Michael Brandt 48,482 3.762 3.929 63.0% 0.4% 

Detroit David Snead . 178.132 . 15,095 . 12,357 68.0% 3,3% 
EI Paso' Stan Paz 64,605 4,640 4.533 67.0% 32.0'7n 
Fresno Carlos Garcia ~ 77.777 . 6,425 ." 5,598 . 71.1% 33.4(1() 

. Houston Rod Paige 209.315 16.959. 13.609 65.0% .21\.2% 
Long Beach Carl· Cohn 83.408 6,646 5,714 ·64.0% 36Hln 
Los AngeJes Ruben Zacharia~ 667.624 52.825 

.". 

43.039 172.3% 46.0% 
New York City Rudolph Crew . 1.075,752 74,129. 67.729 61.8% 15.5% 
Omaha John Mackiel 44,76] 3,245. .3,308 i52.0'70 J.5% 
Philadelphia' David Hornheck 217,383 16,031 14.066 i7!t6% 4,4€i{, 

San Antonjo Diana Lum 60,679 .4,848 4.259 :92.0% 16.0% 
Seattle John Stanford 47,075 3,807 3,223 142.7% 20.4% 
Totals 3.454.678 2Q1,476 228,881 j66.7% 17.6% 

. 

. 

. 
'. . . 

: 

. , 
I' 

. End Notes: . .
'. .' i 

-The LEP and Free/Reduced Lunch .(F&R) Data are aU based on percentage of total enrollment. 
Bold data are from the .1995·96' school year. I 

I National Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education, 1996 


2 Children'S Defense Fund,1997 '. 


Source: Council of the Great City Sch?OIS. July 1997 
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Table 92.-Enrollment of the 130 largest public school districts: Fall 1994 


Name of school district 

New York City 

los Angeles Unified 

City 01 Chicago S9hools """" .. , 

Dade County",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Philadelphia City"", '"'''''',,''''''''' 


Houston ""''', .. ,.. ,', .. ,''" ... ,,'''''''''' ,""'" ""'," 

Broward County"".",,, 

Hawaii '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Detroit City".""".""".. ",,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Clark County""""", "",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.. ,,,,.,, 


Dallas ISO " ... """""""""...",,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,, 

Hillsborough County""""""",,,,:,,,,,,. 

Failiax County""""""""""""""""""..... , 

San Diego City Unified "'''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Palm Beach' County,,,,, .... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,:,, .... ,,. 


g~:~~~~n~~ty·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Prince George's County"... """",,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Montgomery County,,, ..,,,,, .... ,,,,,,,,,, ..,,,,,,. 
Baltimore City,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,, ... ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Memphis City "","""......"""""",",,"",,... 
Pinellas County """"..""""".",,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,. 
Baltimore County """"""""""""""""."" 
Milwaukee """,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ..,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,.,,,, 
Jefferson County"""",,,,,,,.... , .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Albuquerque .. ,.. "'"'''''' """",,, .. ,,.,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Orleans Parish .. " .. """",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.. ,,,,, 
Chariotte·Mecklenburg .. ,.. """", .. , .... ,,,",,' 
Jefferson County""""""""""""" .. . 
DeKalb County .....".""".""""""""""""" 

Cobb County "."."".".,,""""""'''''''''''''''' 
Districtof Columbia "" .. ",,,,,,,.:,,,,,,.,,.. ,,,,,, 

~:~:~~~~c~~ .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Long Beach Unified "''''''''',,:,,'''''''''''''' " , 

Fresno Unified .... , ... ";:,,""",,.,,>"'''''''''''''' 

Wake County Schools '.."""""..""""""... 
Virginia Beach City "".;".:""""...... ,,",, .. .. 
Cleveland City ".""" .......""" .. ,,.,,.,," ...... .. 
Austin " ........... " ...... ,,,....... ; ....... ,,.,,,, ... ,"',. 

Fort Worth ."~..... " .."".......,,.""""""""'"'' 
Nashville-Davidson County""""""""".". 

~g~~~:id":::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Anne Arundel County"...""""..."."""."", 

.' 

Mesa Unified "".,'".'.""....",''''''".", .. "'',,. 


~~::·1::::::::::.:::::::::::::::;::::::::::::::::: 

County "."".......... """""""".,, ..•. 

" 
County ........"."....................... "." 
Unified District .""""................,," 

·..'..R~~g;·P~;;~h·::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Unified ............................ .. 


school districts ranked by size of enrollment In fall 1994, 
School District, 

N,Y, 
Calif. 
111. 
Fla, 
Penn, 

Texas 
Fla, 
Hawaii 
Mich. 
Nev, ' 

Texas 
Fla: 
Va, 
Calif. 
Fla, 

Fla. 
Fla. 
Md. 
Md. 

'Md, 

,Tenn, 
Fla. 
Md, 
Wisc, 
Ky. 

N,M. 
La. 
N,C, 
Colo, 
Ga. 

Ga. 
D.C. 

Ga., 

Utah 

Calif. 


Calif. 
N.C, 
Va. 
Ohio 
Texas 

Texas 
Tenn, 
Fla, 
Utah 
Md. 

Ariz, 
Ohio 
Texas 
Ala. 
Fla. 

Colo, 
Ariz, 
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Name of school di%,trict 

Fulton County .... , .................... . 
-1,022,534 
Cincinnati City .. ,..,,, ........ ,, .. ,,,, "'.,........"."
- 632,973 
Knox County· ",.,., .... """ ............ ,:,: .. ,... " ...
-. 407,241 
Oakland Unified ......... :, ... " ... , .. ",.... '
321,615 
Arlington' .,"' .. ,",...... , ........... ,',.", .... ,', ....... . 
- 208,710 

Cumberland County"",,,,,,,,,,,,,, ..,,,,:,,,,,,,..... 202,149 
....; 199,255 Caddo Parish """"""".. ,."":,,.......... , """ 


183,869 Lee County, ... """,,,,, ........ ,,,,.,, .... , .. ,,,, .. ,,,, 

-.170,855 Cypress-Fairlbanks ......."""."......,,.,,"'''''' 

156,348 Sacramento City Unified .""" .. ,,,,,,,,,,,.. ,... 

145,019 Santa Ana Unified "'".;"".. , ....... : ..:.. ,.;...... 

Chesteliield County .. , ..... ,:, ..... ,:............ ,.. 
138,575 

137,646 Anchorage .... ;,;" ........... " .. " ................. ,,:,.. , 

Buffalo City ..... " ... ",,,,,,, ............... ,,,,,,....... 
128,555 

127,519 Ysleta ... " ..... : .. "', .... :" ....", ..:", ..;".... ,,....... 


San Juan Unified .. "".,... "",, .. ,.................
121,362 
118,666 Seattle .." ........... , .. ,', .."",""', ... , ......... ,,, .. ,. 

118,478 ' Newark City .......... ""...........,., .. " ...... "":,,.. 


Indianapolis .. , ....... " ..... , .... : ..... " .... " .... ,', ...,
117.082 
113;428 Wichita .... "." .. ,., ....... : .............. , ... ,', .. ,.".... 


i08,643 Washoe County ...:"" .." ......... "................ 

Prince William County.............................. 
102,170 

99.231 Minneapolis """".. ,." ..... : ................. " .... ,., 

98,009 Escambia County ...... "."............... "......... 


Charleston County ................... " .......... ,...
93,407 

San Bernardino City, Unified ................... . 
89.001 
86,028 Shelby County .............. ,., .......... " ... " ...... .. 


Aldine ...c......... : .." ..... ,." ................ " .... ,', .. . 
84,018 
86,023 

Omaha '"", ....... " ...."""................ ,, ..... ,',, .. 

83,722 North East ........",............."":.:."".. : ..... ,, .. 


80,479 Fort Bend .:: ................. "" ..........""........... 

Garland , ......... " ...... ,', ... ,", ......... , ...... , .... ,"
80,450 
Garden Grove Unified .,., ..... ""............... ..
80.220 
Alpine District , ..... : ... " ............... .'... " .. " .. ,,"
78,590 

.... 78,127 Corpus Christi " .. " .................. ""... ""...... . 


- 77,023 

76,922 
 ~::~:i~dt;~t~.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Tulsa ':........ ,.; ...... ,",.: ... , .... ,,, ... , ............... ..
75,926 
73.803 St. Paul .. " .. ,... " ................ " .. , ............ " ... " 

73,191 Jefferson County .. ""............ ",................ . 


72,342 Pasco County .... " ... "" .... " .... " .. " ... " ........ . 

71,574 Brownsville .............. ", .... " ... " .. " ............. .. 

71,297 Pittsburgh ............. " ........."."."......"",,.," 

70,76) Forsyth,County" ..... , ..."".... ,,, .... , .......... ,,,, 


Pasadena ............... , ............... : ..... ", ........ "
70,588 

69,160 Clayton' Co'unlY , ... "".:... : .......... ".,,, .......... . 

Okla City .... " ... :,., ......................... " ........ ..
65,809 

... 64,880 Toledo City ................. " ......... ,,,.,, ........... .. 

• 64,645 Anoka-Hennepin ................ , ........ , ...... ,'.... . 


Kansas City .......... ; ......... : ....................... ..
64,595 

62,773 Norfolk City ..................... " .... """""....... .. 

Plano ......................................... ".'., ........ . 
:~52 , 62,624 
Howard County ... : ................................... . 
61,48953 

Rochester City ........................................ : 
61,46054 


61,340, Harford County ................ : ... : ................... . 
55 


.-60,419 Henrico County ....... , ........................ : ...... . 
56 

Richmond County .....: ..................... : ....... ..
~59,56057 

Chatham County ........ , ... : ........................ , 
58, 58,122 
Montgomery County , .., ..... : .............. , ...... ..
59 ' 56;790 
Cherry Creek ........................................... . 
60 56,117 

\ 

Alief ... " ... " ............................ : .................. . 
61 55,688 
Riverside Unified .............. " ..................... . 
55,53062 

Calcasieu Parish ..... : .............................. ..
54,84963 

Mt. Diablo Unified ................................... . 
54,06464 

Chesapeake City ..................................... . 
53,36665 


SOURCE: U.S. Department of Educalion. Natlonlll Center f~r Education' StatistiCS, 
Common 'Core of Data survey. (This lable was prepared September 1996.) 

I ' 

Enrollment,RankState fall 1994
order' 

3
2 
 ...4 


53,14366
Ga. 
Ohio 67 
 - 52,852 

52,28568
Tenn. 
69 
 51,706Calif. 

50,29370
Texas 

71 
 49,995N.C, 
49,609lao I 72 

49,413Fla, 

I 
73 

74 
 49,364Texas 

. ,49,282~5Calif. 

48,87076
Cabf, 
77 
 48,050Va, 

47,65578
Alaska I 

47,59579
N.Y. , 
47,57280
Texas I 


I 

47,08081
Calif. !. 

_46,56582
Wash. i 

46,54183
N,J. 
46,038 

',';84
Ind. 
~ ,"~ ,46,00285
Kansas 

I: 
, 

:145,75286
NevadJ ,! ..45,6758(Va, i 

45,187 . 88
Minn. I 

44,76589
Fla. )1 

44,66990
S,C. hi)1
,',: ;. 

91 
 44,250 
f ;;'~'

43,84392 

.93 
 43,818 
94 
 43,577~f~;~I' ;"ui :?

Texas, 43,46495 
 hiI 

43,115 W96
Texas! 

97 
 42,433 I"'\'''!Texas I 

:,',~,42,42398
Calif. I 


' ~ ;~;Utah, 42,01499 

41,902 '.. t100
Texas l­

~~\iI 
 ;;Jr101 
 41,839Ala.i 
102 
 . 41,054 r~l

r 
Mo. I 
 ,ttl.103 
 40,901Okla. 

104 
 40,732Minn. : 
105
Ala. j 40,422 "~'r' ;IiI 

I 
 ft·'
,tl. , Fla, ! 106 
 40.114 I.'.';

107 
 40,111Texasi 
109 
 39,716Penn.j 

.109
N,C, I 
 39,554 
110
Texas' 3~,189 

I 

Ga. , 
 111 
 39,149 

112 
 39,053Okla'j' 
39,021113
Ohio 

114 
 38,344Minn.,' 
115 
 36,598Mo. I 
, 

Va. , 116 
 36.479 
36,426117
Texas 
36,125118
Md. i 

36,080119
N.Y., ' 

120 
 35,956Md. 

121 
 35,934Va. 
. 35,918 .Ga. ! 122 


35,442123
Ga. ..124 
 34,746Ala. , 
' 34,714 125
Colo·i. 

Texas 126 
 34,680 
127 
 34,662calif.l' 
128 
 34,487La.. , 

34,410129 

130 
 34,130 
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Cities Announcing Participation in President Clinton's 


National Standards and Testing Initiative 

July_2S, 1997 


om'h',N**Fre4o,cA 

Long ~aCh, CA 

Los Angef', CA 

~~A 

San Anfnib, 

, Brow/IJ County 
(Ft. Lauderdale), FL 



Cities Announcing Participation in President Clinton's 


Nati<?nal Standards and Testing Initiative 


,~u!:l 25, 1997 ~----'-__~ 


,­

Chicago,IL 
New York Gity, NY 

Omaha. N* Cineinnad. OH*Fresno,CA 

Long Beach. ~ 

Los Angeles, CA L 


~1nta,GA 
E1P",O*- , 

San Antonio, 
.. 

Broward County 
(Fe. Lauderdale), FL 

. ~ . ~ 



Briefing points for POTUS: 

1. Recognize role of Mike Casserly, Council of Great City Schools i
I 

I 
2. Paragraph in speech about incorporating test results into school district and school report 
cards -- civil rights groups have been pushing to make sure that test results are available by 
subgroup in school report ,cards. . I 

3. Hispanic/LEP issues--nothing in speech, not likely to come up I 

4. IDEA/Pete Wilson/Frank Riggs 

4. 



141002 
Vi U.4/'dI .THU 15: 56. FAX 7033060399 NSF; EHR 

I 

I 
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

4201 WILSON' BOUlEVARD 
ARUNGTON. VIRGINIA 22230 

. OFFlCEOFTHe . 
ASslsiANTDIRECTOR : .. ~ 1 . 

FOR EDUCATION AND 	 "July~4, 1997 
" HUMAN REsouRcES. 

MEMORANDUM 

. To: 	 Mi.ke Cohen, " 
Domestic Policy Councit 
Fax No. 202-456-5581 

• .: ',I 

'From: 	 Luther S. Williams L,A. ~ .. ~.~. ~ 
r 	 . " " ~ .' . 

'Subject: NSF ~eetmgs with USls 

Near-term NSF meetingS with USIs are as follows: 

October 18 - 19, 1997 
. 'Washingto~ DC' . . 

Principal Investigators' (Superintendents)/ . 
Project Dire~tors Fall Conference 

December 3 - 5, 1997 
DallaS, TX 

USI Coalition Members 
(Superintendents) Forum 

Teleph9ne (703) 306·1600 . FAJ< (703) 30EH0399 



/ 
;' 

"",,!; , 
.Iio'.'«;:, YV,:·",' • 

; ; Cecily C. Williams~ ~::'!'" ~Xh ,07/24/9706:17:16 PM 

1 

Record Type: Record 
i 
i 

Karen E.Finney/WHO/EOP " I 

Mickey Ibarra/WHO/EOP, Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP, Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP, Laura K.cc: 
Capps/WHO/EOP I 

Subject: Mayor is Attending NAESP 

I
Long Beach Mayor Beverly O'Neil will be attending the NAESP event!, 



I

G,r e a't,. Cit !::l Sc hOD 1S ID:202.;..393-2400 JUL 24'97 8:15 No.042 P.02 
I , 
I 

Introduction of President WilliamJ. Clinton ) . 

By I 
Stan Paz, Superintendent 

El Paso Public Schools I 
. July 25, 1997 . , j 

I 

Thank you very much for that kind introduction, Secretary Riley: r ani pleased and 
. . ' I 

honored to be here today with my colleagues from urban· public sch~ol systerQ.s .across the 
natiorr- teachers, school board members. superintendents and principals. l'am Ipan:icularly 
proud to represent the Great City of EI Paso today. . I .. , 

Fewer messages could be more important than the one that urban edu~tol"s are 
sending to America today. We are committed to the highest standards of educ~tiona1 
excellence for all urban school children-and we will not rest in our pursuit o~ that goal. Let 

. , 
the thought that urban children cannot achieve die with our presence here today;· . 

. ! 
,, 

We. Great City Schools, see a future that celebrates our children, experts their best, 
appreciates their diversity, invests in their well being and welcomes their participation in lhe 
American dream. The nation's urban public schools are where that vision becbmes tangihle 
and those ideals are put.lO the test. We are America's treasure chest of races, lkguages. 
rcligion$, and cultures. 

The education of our children faces 110 greater challenge than jn our cities. We need 
the investment of the nation-parents, business, the federal government, statds and 
communities. We cannot. do this job alone. When we succeed. America wins.! 

I 

It is my great privilege to introduce a man who believes this vision, w~lO shares our· 
hopes. No U.S. President has e-amed his stripes as the "education President" more than him. 
No Prl".sident has tried to engage uS in a conversation about our diversity an~ what it means 

more than him. No President expects more of our children and more of ourlnation. 

I 
Ladies and gentlclnan, that President, Mr. Bill Clinton. I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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ATLANTA .PUBLIC SCHOOLS: I .' 
I . 

I 
. OFFICE OFTBE SUpERINTENDENT . 

210 PayOR STRJtI<:T, S.W. 
A~. GEORGIA aO:J35 

I • 
BENJAMJ.N O. CANADA, PH.D. 

IfIf9 f1DD<I fr>r fINJ eM",.."" i~l'II)£I'IT
I

flHut II1JQU H !I(1. 

I •! 
,(4{)4) 827-8075 

1-"Ax{4041827.8320 . 
USPCANADA@CONNECTINC.COM

I. 
!July 23. 1997 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 

The White House 

1600 PenIl5ylvania Avenue. N.W. 

Washingto:n, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. President. 

:On behalf of the AtIantaPublic Schools, I am writing to indicate our intent in participating in the Voluntary 
National Tests. The Atlanta Public Schools family stands ready to 'ensure thatall children ~ave the opp'ortunity 
to learn and attain high academic standards. " I·' 

. . ,'. '..:": .' :. i . , . 
The administration of the Voluntary National Tests will provide an opportunity for all students to be assessed on 

. . . . '. . I 

challenging national standards in· math and reading. These tests will provide us with sCores for individual .. 
Students as measured by these widely accepted standards. This will provide valuable information which will 
enable u.~. to improve our academics. We are committed to high academic standards for 'our children and 
accountability to our community. . ' I . 

" . ,l ' 

The Atlanta Public Schools has~ over the past few years, implemented several programs des'igned to enhance the 
quality of F...ducation. Examples of our initiatives include, but are not limited to Reading Recovery, 'Elementary 
Science Education Program. Operation Outreach, and Reading first: During the past two years~we<h.ave engaged 
in aninstntctionai audit which provided direction for restructuring eurricul'!Jm offerings to i~c1udc a greater .focus 
on the integration of all subject arca..<;. Adoption of the Voluntary National Tests will aSsist in. our effortlo 
continuow:ly assess and refme acildemic prograins. ·r ' . , 

Again. on behalf' of our children and youth, our most val~le investment in the . future, ~e thank you for your 
leadership in this initiative: . We Jook forward to working with ·your Administration 1:0 further refme the 
implementation ofthe Voluntary National Tests.. '. . , 

Sincerely. I 
i' 

I 


Benjamin O. Canada, Ph.D. '1· 

: 
I 

'f 
I 
I 

i 

'J'h~ Atlflnta rlllJlic $(hMI $':,$l.cmIl00t8 nni ~;,..,nmio.1<!: (.n the btU<i.:l or ra~ • ....,IM, I'r.li~i~... _. nntionul ~ril!in. ~~. di.llbWL.>, IllI'U'iTAI .<IIiL~ ur ,JlItlll1 n~.~...U.£\ iJ~ lin)' ~! i"'''ml'laY'IIe.~t 
I'flICU<"')!t, MU('IIUU.... I QI'Qj!min•• :,.erv;ce. (or Activitir_<. r". "dditio"nl inform",LiI>n ~l"'\lt nondiscrillJiJ\l\ti~n pr!WW"'.... COfit/lCf. t.h.., Ellual EdUCllt1~nnl ()1'1J(J.r\uUltlc~ C....rdwator. ~O Fnrr".( Hill 
Driv. :;i.V; ...,\dlUll.a.C:t:<Il1liA an.11~, (401)1:\,J.1->1UI IV,"". I . " . . I 

! ' 

mailto:USPCANADA@CONNECTINC.COM


",:,~ '~'\/'TySUPERINTENDENTS' OFFICE' Fax:954-760-7483' 
_.... ,'!.' ' .. ' , 	 Jul 23 '97 14:19 P.02/02 

DR. ABRJ\li.AM S. FISCHLER 
DR. DON SAM1.JfJ..S 

DARl.A L. CARTER 
MIRIAM M. OLIPHANT 

. i DR. ROBERT D. PARKS
July 24, 1997 I 	 DIANA WASSERMAN 

LOIS WEXLER 
BRJAN OASSLEk 

The Honorable William 1. am n 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 

Washington, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 
I 
I 

On behalf of The School Board f Broward County. Florida, we are writing to in<;ticate our intent 

to participate in the Voluntary ational Tests. Our school district and staff stand ,ready to ensure 

that all children have the OPPO 'ty to learn and attain high academic standards. i ' 


The administration of the Vol ~ National Tests,will provide an opportunity fo~ all students to 

be assessed on challenging na' nal standards in math and reading. These, tests ,will provide us 

with scores for individual stud nts as measured by these widely accepted stan~ds. This will 

provide valuable infonnation w . ch will enable us to refine and strengthen our academic programs.


',' ' , 	 . I,
Broward County hasi over the ast fe.w years.: implemented several programs designed to enhance 

the quality of education. We ave adopted, three 'Ipajorpolicies-AccountabilitY. Standards of 

Service and Professional Pathw ys--to insure that programmatic initiatives such as: the Alliance for 


,Quality Schools, School·TO:-W rk andAlgebm for All are supported by a strong infrastructure. 
Adoption of the Voluntary NaP. nal Tests will be fully integrated into our assessment program and 
is consistent with our School ,oard'saccountability policy provisions that can! for support of 
national student performance s dards. 'I 
Again, on behalf ofour cbildr and .youth4lur mo&1 valuable investment in the future--we thank 

you for your leadership in this initiative. We look forward to working, with yout Administration 

on test development and imple tation of the Voluntary Natiolial Tests. '! ' 


, 
, I 

Sincerely. 

~~LJ_____ L~~~ 
! 

Dr. Abraham S. Fischler' Frank RPetrozielo 

School Board Chairperson Superin~tofSchooh 


ASFIFRP/AG:njt 

ex: 	 School Board Members ' 

Superintendent's Cabinet 


I 
i 

t:""S11 ()tlntlrtunitv EmDlavar. Using Affirmative Aerial! Guidelines i' 
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, CAROLYN TROrrA13:31 1::f513 369 4935 
\ . 

Educatialt enter * P.O. Box 5381 * CincinlUtLOH 45201-5381 * Phone: 1-513-475-1000 .. 10:D: 1-513-415-7030 

July 24. 1997,1, 

! 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
i'. , 

The Cincinnati Public School District is very interested in participating ,in the Volunteer National Tests .. 
The Board ofEducation, Cincinnati Federation ofTeachers, and administration are committed,to 
ensuring that all students have the opportunity to attain high academic standards. 

I 

In 1993) this district implemented standards in language arts, mathematics, science, arid social studies as 
requirements for promotion to grades 4, 7, and 9. In the coming school year, we will ~gin implementing 
standards required for earning course credit at the high school level in those same disc~plines. We used 
standards developed by national level groups such as the National Council for Teachers ofMathematics 
and the National Research Council as models for our local standards. We have develoPed districtwide 
assessments of students' progress in meeting these standards. However, we welcomeinational tests, as 
we know that our children will compete in a global economy and must be prepared toimeet the same 
standards as students who live elsewhere in this country and in other countries. I 

Cincinnati's implementation ofa standards-based curriculum fonned the infrastructure for our five-year 
strategic plan, Students Firs~ which addresses change in the design of schools and the'district; stresses 
accountability systems in all levels of the organization; and gives teachers, principals.land parents 
significantly greater authority to make decisions about how to educate all student to ~eet or exceed the 
district's academic standards. Five-year goals and annual targets for student achievem~nt have been 
established for the district and individual schools. . 

We thank: you for your leadership in this initiative and look forward to working with your administration 
to refine the implementation of the Voluntary N.ational Tests. . i ' 

. Sincerely. I 

Il/it;~~ i 
, 

J. Michael Brandt ' I 
I 

Supeqntendent ofSchools I 

I 
lBMIKTWljed 

Z65 1 Bur 11 lit AVI! nile • C' n c Inn a t I. 0 h i 0 45 Z 1 9·255 1 
I 



07/Z3/97 ]_3:30 1:513 369 4935 - CAROLYN TROTI'A -. 

E'ducatiOll Center • P.O. Box 5381· 'Cincinnati, OH452ill-5381 • Phone: 1"5f3.475-7~OO • TOO: 1-513-475-1030 

July 24, 1997 

The Honorable Richard W. Riley 
Secretary ofEducation ­
Washington DC 20500 

'-,' " 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

" 

The Cincinnati Public School District is very interested in participating in the Volunteer National Tests. 
The Board ofEducation, Cincinnati Federation ofTeachers, and administration are cortimitted to 
ensuring that all students have the oPpOrtwrity to attain high academic standards. I 

, .' I 

I. 
In 1993, this district iID.plementedstandards in language arts, mathematics, science, and! social studies as 
requirements for promotion to grades 4, 7, and 9. In the coming school year, we will begin implementing 
standards required for earning course credit at the high school level in those same disciplines. We used 
standards developed by national level groups such as the National Council for Teache~ ofMathematics 
and the National Research Council as-models for our local standards. We have developed districtwide 
assessments of students' progress in meeting these standards ..However, we welcome ~tional tests, as 
we kno'w that our children will compete in a global economy and must be prepared to meet the same 
standards as students who live elsewhere in this country and in other countries. I 

, I 
Cincinnati's implementation ofa standards-based cumculum formed the infrastructure! for our five-year 
strategic plan, Students First, which addresses change in the design of schools and the district; stresses 
accountability systems in all levels of the organization; and gives teachers, principals, and parents 
significantly greater authority to make decisions about ~ow to educate all student to m~et or exceed the 
district's academic standards. Five-year goals and annual targets-for student acbievemertt have been ­
established for the district _and individual schools. ,- ' ! 

We thank: you for your leadership in this initiative and look fOIWard to working with this administration 
to refin~ the implementation of the Voluntary National Tests. ... i 

Sincerely, 

I. Michael Brandt 
Superintendent of Schools 

i . JBMlKTW/jed , 

2651 Burnet Avenue" Cinciinqati. Ohio 45219-2551 
I 
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_IIIdO.....cw. 
: RanaId ~ iliA 

USIUI!o..lU1Ii 
, ~i. 0'HDft . 

Marglitl&oWp 
DIMd D. \IhQIIIi' 

i 
I . BUPERlNTiHDJNTI 
I Clrlilt Mlo 0.011 

!dUCflUon Center • 'IlIIIrt • MSIr_ r, 
FnIl'lO, CdiDmll ""at · ",,,,,IXIO 

July 24, 1997 

Thfl f'resldenr 
The White Houl.fJ 
WIIshlngton, DC 20600 

Mr, Pre$ldfJfJt: 

The FrfJSno Unified School Oisttlct Is eager to plllt/clplIl. In the flsld resting ot·the0 

national tests in reading lind m8thematlcsproposed by your 8dmlnlstraclon. 
, •• I 

. . ' . . I
I 

.. .. 
We support high standards for'" students lind (scognize the Importanf" of fissuring 
student mll,tflry of th" skillB ;nhefont to thoso stBndlllds. W. have d'llllted content . 
stand.lds th.t IIle conslst,nt with tho national standsrds PfOPOSfJd by the National 
Council of Teachers ofM.rhematics, ThfJ NBtiOn9f ReS61JICh Council (,elence) end tile 
nther profeSS/Dna' OflJllniz",lon,' stlnd8rds. We havs aJ/sed our gfadusf/on 
rfl(lulremBnrs to lour years o(English and threo yes,s ofmsth~mllt/c$aqdscience. All 
non-rigoroU/I OOUfStJ8 h(JvII been fI'i",inlJt,d In tJIJr:h of our high Rchoo/so. wil have 
ImpletnfJnted specilJl IIrtJIBCY, m,rhemarics and science Inltillt/vel, K~ 12, In support of 
higher IJchlfJvemenr fot IJII sru.denrs• . ". i I 

. . I 
It Is vitally Import,nt that a new glJnerlJr/on·of tests which rsflectstudflft performlJncc 
ollgntid wIth nstlon.'.'andIlTd$ be dovlIIDped. Elich msmb.r of(Jur BOllrd ofEducation 
and the leadershIp of the Ffesno Tfl8chels AssocistlonsuppoTt our partlclpstlon In this 
fJxcttJng field tesc 0PPOflunJry. ' ..j. . I.' . 

. I 
I 
I 

i 

I 

C riDS A. Garcia 
Superintendsnt· 

I 
i 
I 

CAG:/sk 
I 

I , 
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LONG BEACHUNIFtED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
8em11NG I.ONO 8GA<::H. IoAI<EWOOO. SlGN""- Nn.\. ANO AVALON 

.,'fICC 0I.'f~ ~DIHT 
IIl~MV~W4'l 

LONG "£ArK, eA.lf.OttcCAf01lv·1U9 . July 21. 1997 
(~~ "7·82"''1· '/Ij(; ($64)997·8210' 

I 

. I 
aD behal:fof che Long Beach uDified School Distria~ lam writiDg to Indicate our .intent ~o paiticipa~ in 
the Vohmtary NatioDll Tests. As you axe aware. our school district is Q01JlIDittcd to hol~ all st:udt;nts lp 
high SWldatda ill dlesa. heh.aviot and acbievement.,· We believe that ripoos a..~ 'is crucial to tbia . . . . . I
endeavor..,;,' . .'. i . 

!he Long Beach Unified School Disrrb:t'is deeply invol"edin malriq sipfficaAt effolts to assess our ' 
studc.ors inmcedng academic staDdardI. We are making Ihese effoxtI tbraugh seVeral~tiOna1 refotmS 
such as the ThUd Grade Rea4iDg Initiative, the Eighth Glade AlfaDativc Education Initiative. and the 11th 
Grade WrltiDg Initiative. We look forward to a larger. national perspective of how our students compare" 
and we are etmfidenr ibat all of abe stakehol4ms .. teachers. adm'-pisaators. studems and p3:R:D15 •wiD 
support this opportunity to acces5 this valuable iDfommion. I 

i 
. . " . I 

On bdlatf of our studema, we look forwaIQ to worlcing with you to fwther IC~ the implemeDtadoD. of the 
. Vohmtaly NatiODalTests. 'I 

·Sincerely1 

Carl A. ColIn 
~ofSdlools 

·K.lJk~~/&~ 
K.ariD PQlacheck 

PIesidenl.. Jbud ot Education 


~~~~ 

Patricia Williams 
PresideDt ... 
Teachers AssociadODof 1.00& Sea. . 

. dm . 
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I'.~ii;r'it;~, BOARD OF EOOCAnON OF THECnvOF NEW YORK ' i
ft~J1~} ;..;.RUDO~.;:::cU'H:...::.:...:F:.:.• .;::;;C;;.;:REW~ .•_C-;:;.;.:;lIil;;,;.;tlctI:.:;.lo::,;.r__' '• .:::;1td;;.:.:.D;;.;,: ...:.-_____________ 

\: ";;,;:, ,- ,··.;~f Or"FICE OF 1'H~ CHANCELLOR, 

'-.::'.!Y,."/ , 'llIl.I\lI"'a~IIII1T~E;r· aROO~,LYI\UJV mOl 


July 23, 1997 . 

The Hnnnrahle William lClintnn 
President ofthe United States 
The WhiltS HoWl~ 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

i 
Dear Mr. President: . r 

I 
On behalf of the New York CitY school system, I am ciclighced to indicate our intent to 

participate in the Voluntary National Tests initiative that you announced in your IState ~f the 
Union addross. . 

I 

The New York City school system is deeply committed tosettiJig high performance 
gtandard.~ fnr all students and to building cap~ity in our schools to enable aU students to meet 
those challenging standards. " I 

. , 

The need to assess'student achievement in the context of these rigorous ~ards is a 
critical component of the comprehonsive accountability system Yt'C arc developh1s" Our efforts tQ 
align our testing program with our standarda have been on-going so that individ~al students find 
school performance may be measured more effectively~ New York City'S participation in the 
administration onne VolUJitary NationalTests wi11 provide additional vaJuableilnf'on:riallon 
about our schools and students as we proceed in our endeavor to ensure that aU ~hildrcn have the 
opportunity to learn and attain high academic S1ml~. 1 

We lookforward to working with your Administration in refining the i~pl~mentation of 
the VohmtatY National Testprogram, 'and we thank you for your leadership in this initiative and 
yOW' invitation to partieipatA in 1hill impnrtAnt natlnnalefiort. . : 

, I 

Sincerely, 

~Jr~ 
RudolphF. Crew I 
Chancellor .i 

RFC;pf 

-_.. "", n nl"l""') 



LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT" ' 


MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ;'< ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 	 DR. RUBEN ZACARIAS 
Superintendent of Schools 

JUUE KORENSTEIN. PREsIDENT 
BARBARABOUDREAUX· 

450 NORTH GRAND AVENUE . 
LOS ANGELES. CAUFO~NIA90012 

VICTORIA M.CASl'RO. (213) 625-6251 . 
VALERIE FIELDS 
JEFF HORTON . 
GEORGE KJRIYAMA 
DAVID TOKOFSKY 

, ' . 

. July 24; 1997 

Richard W. Riley, Secretary , 

United States Department ofEducation 

600 Independence Ave., SW . 

Washington, DC 20202 


Dear Secretary'Riley: 
I 

. . ' I . 
On behalf of the Los Angeles Unified School District,I am writing to indicate our intent in participating in the 
Voluntary National Tests: The school board, staff, and I stand ready to ensure·that all childrerihave the opportunity 
to learn and attafu. high academic standards. ' ; 

. .'. 	 I 
. • . . I . 

. I' . 

The administration of theVoluntary National Test will provide an opportunity for all students to be assessed on 

challenging national standards in math and reading. These tests will provide us with, scores (or individual students 

as measured by these widely accepted standards~ This will provide valuable information Which will enable us to 


. improve our academic achievement. .We are' Committed to high academic standards ifor our children and 

accountability to our community. We are in support of the Presidenfsinitiative and ora national test .. We 

recommend that some consideration be given to the reading portion ofthe test. Approximately 60% ofour students 

will.notbe able to participate in the English section ofthe test since. their primary languagd is other than English. 


I 

Los Angeles Unified School District has iniplemented several programs designed to enhance the quBJity of 
. :'. .'. " , ., 	 I . 

education, iriclu<;ling initiatives suchas The Superintendent's Call to Action to Improve Student Achievement, Los ' . 
Angeles Systemic Iilltiative, development of Districtwide . Standards,' adoption of new ~orm-Reference-Test 

(Stanford Achievement T~t). and development ofPerformance ~dAss~snieIrt. , 1'.. -
Agam, on behalf of our children and youth--our most valuable mvestment m the future-~e thank you for your 
leadership in this initiative. We look forward to workirig wif.l1 your Administration! to further refine th~ 
implementation ofthe Volunfm:y National Tests. ',': . ' I 

I ' 
, .. /.Smcereiy; 

. .A···· 	
·l. 

.Rubm7A-;f~ 	
.-.' 

-, 

" , "., 

I 
I 

n~nW~!WWC7:' I !'.-~7 .n 
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________~~~··-~·-~·q~~~~~4'~~~'~------------------~B~OA7R~O~O~F~eo~U~C5~noN~~SC~H~O~l~~05Isrn~~~~T~OF~OM~~~HA~-----
. _ _ SCHOOlS. 	 3215 CUMING STREET OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68131-2024' 

I 
July 22, 1997 

JohtJ T. /..anglln ~/I11IaI!1 D. Kolasa 
Prnsidenr' NBI'lC)' Krall<y 

AnnMsaJerSaMra Kostas ~ 
MoIIaM.~Vice PresJr1enr 
KsrenL..SI'ItJpatr1

Mary Ban Drickey F. E. ·FnfT Sl8/'IfIIc
Richarri L GahJshIl 	 i Shiday J. Tyree
Nanr;y w. HUSlOfi 	 I 

I 

IThe Honorable William J. Clinton I. 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, 	DC. 20500 I 

I 
I 

Dear Mr. President: ,. 	 ! 

On behalf of the SChOOl'District of Omaha. I am ~riting to indicate ou,! intent in 
participating in the Voluntary National Tests. The school board, staff. ~nd I stand 
ready to ensure that all'children have the opportunity to learn and attain high academ­
ic standards. I 
The administration of the Voluntary National Tests will provide an oppOrtunity for all 
students to be assessed on challenging national standards in math and reading. 
These tests will provide us with scores for individual students as mea~ured by these 
widely accepted standards. This will provide valuable information whieh will enable us 
to improve our academic. We are committed to high academic stand~rds for our 
children and accountability to our community. I 

The School District of Omaha has implemented several'programs designed to 
enhance the quality of educaticln. Examples of our initiatives include to assess. 
adjust, and reassess students' progress until each student attains the Ilevel·of achieve­
ment of which they are capable and to implement only those policies and practices 
which further th_e goals and initiatives of the District. I 

I 

Again, on behalf of our children and youth---our most valuable investnilent in the 
future---we thank you for your leadership in this initiative. We look fo~ard to working 
with your Administration to further refine the implementation of the Voluntary National 
Tests. ' . 

John T. Langa 
Board President 
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,'THii SCHOOL DISTRICT OF P.ILADELPHIA 

: ! • I 

BOARD OF EDUCATION
: 1 
. I . '. I. 

S18T:STREET S. OF THE PARK~AY'; I 
.1\ 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 11;103~1090,; I 
, 

i 


.. : I i 

DA."'1l) W., HOa~~ECK !. TET..EPHONE HI I::!» S99-71jll·3-7S1OJ4 

8UPERL"fTENDEIS'T ~~ SCHOOLS 'I. i 
:II: I July 22, 1997 I. 
i I' 

i I '. I 
','I ',.I 

I I 
ftesident,Willi : ClintOn I 
The Wl:ii~ House: , I 
1600 Penilsylvarii Avenue I 

Washington,.DC; 0500 I' 

Dear ~dent q" ton: I. ' 
.00. beh~ of the School District of. Philadelphia, wei write to inq.icate ~ur inter~s~ in 

participating in' e Voluntary ;National Tests. The Tests.can S$PpOrt and ertend 0* commttm:ent 
that·all Philadel* . 's children will achieVe high'academic stan~ds. i' 

:. : i , :.' !, . I . 

, ' AS you *w, we are about 1'.9 !mter the fourth year of a ~3dieal and ~mprehensive effort we 
.call 'Children Ac ieu.ing. We areereaiing the environment in which all of:@urchil1h-enwilllearn 
those skills and onstrate. high achiev~ent that result in sucbessful adulthood. i 

, :,. .',,' ,!., ,I· ,. . 
'Duri.ng,t. e first three years. we have adopted new.higlh standards !IDd adopted new tests 

much like those y u enVision. More than 130 of our schools now pperate with :school oouncils. There 
is much more pro essional: development. We haVe full day kind.garten for every fiv;e year 01<;1. We 
have doubled th' number of computers and significantly increased the number of books. Twelve 
thousand,: new vel U;llt~ers 'have joined our efforts. Much has *0. done but much more is needed. 
The Voluntary N~tional Tests can help. , i, . . ". I ' 

-- TheTearcontnoute to higher 9xpectations for all~. Our parti<:ipbon will make 
clear 'that our: 'ldren can and will succeed in, the larger Icommunity, 'natiorially. and even 
intematidnally. or too long the children of ur.ban America haye been relegated to: the back seats 
wh,en America s all its children front and center to succee~. These Tests can help charige the 
climate'in'the co : try so that we understand that all children'~1ans just that - rut n9tj~ ~ome. 

, : . . I 
, We'app~~ate your leadership in this initi~tive. We ~k forward 'to working with your 

Admini~ation ift its implementation. !' , i

¥llJ.W£ ~~~. --l-_---~ -__~-
.F1oy'ttJ. Alston; " ' . Ted: Kirsch , .. 
Pretlidenf , ; i', '. . !; President, Philadelphia 
Board of~uca~" ' ;, . Federation ¢':reachers 

, I .. ; , I I 

DWH:sd ' <1'i ")'., . I 
; 1 ; ~ . !
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San Antonio Independent .Schoolt District 
141 Lavaca Street. San Antonio, Texas 1~10-109S 

Telephone (210): 299~SS06 • Fax (210) 299rSS80 . 
iS.A..SD 

IOffke 0/ the Superintendent BOARD or EDUCA.TION 

MARGAIurr MIRELES 
I Preaidem 

JUI.lAN H. TREVlNOJuly 23. 1997 VICe PreaideIU 

moMAs D. GAFFNEY 


! Ser:n:wy. 

MARY, ES11IER BERNAL 


As&iswn Sec:n:Iuy 

moMAS C. LOPEZ 

· The Honorable William J. Clinton' I Member 
CONNIE ROCHAThe White House' . I 'MeJiba' 

SYLVIA WARD1600 Pennsy]vania Avenue, NW .! MeJiba' 
IWashington, DC 20500 
DIANA LAM 
~t 

Dear Mr. President, I 

· The San Antonio ~ School District is intemted in ~ipatiDg iill!be VoluDIary 
National Tests .. The School Board, staff. and I are committed to ensuring that an our children 

. .' . . I 

have the opportunity to learn andanain high academic standards.. Our vision ~ that we will 

become the first urban district where all students achieve above the state and national standards. 


.' . I' 

. i 

The administration of the Voluntary National Tests. will pl'()vide. an opportunityi for·our fourth 

and eighth graders' to be assessed on the· challenging national. standards q,. ·reading and 

mathematics. The results of theseiests will provide us with ~that will serve ~ a benchmark 

for our vision and enable us to improve our·academic programs so·we can reac~ our .vision. 


i 
Since 199:4 the San Antonio Independent'School District has implemented se~eral programs 

designed to eDhance the quality of education. We bave reorganized the Distqct·to focus on 

instruction and student achievement. established a' network for parents and tJ;le community, 

created magnet schools in the bigh schools, and ··worked to improve coID.IIlunication and 


. . I 

collaboration. Our current initiatives include improving mathematics instruction and learning, ' 
implementing :a balanced literacy reading model, 'reforming middle school ~ structure and 
programs, restrUcturing bilingual education, providing greater access to te1:hno1ogy. and -'. 
improving services to at-risk students. Half ofour schools bave recently chosen a New American 
Schools design'. . . , ' . ··1 . . . I . 

. . I 

This year we will begin the process of- aligning curriculum, instruction, and! assesSment in 
~ and mathematics. ~ we eng~e in curricu1~ alignment, adoption o~.. the VoluDIary 

,National Tests can be fully mtegrated intO our acadeIDlC program. ". . ,...'. ' . .' .' 
, i 

On behalf of our children and youth-our most valuable investinent in th~f11ture i:we.~ you' 

· for your leadership.in tbisinitiative. We look fOlWard to working with your administration to ' 

further refine theimplement.8.tion of the Voluntary National Tests.'· ..., J". .' 


Sincerely, , 

'~~ 

DiaIia Lam 

http:leadership.in
http:PI::.1k:Jd/1:j1::.14

