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But: .pemng Doors

’I‘hxs week the: District of Colum--
bia’s school board-will vote. to deter-:
mine- the: fate: of six- schools. I have-
recommendedbe.closed as-a.resuit of--
a control’ board-mandate.- This vote:

will: determine~ if the- D.C. public: '

school:system:is a collection- of build-:
ngs-Orsan organization- dedicated to=
providing the:best: possible education~
for students, As the.budget tightena,s
we must-make:tough decisions about::

what:can-be-curtailed or- made more:.

efficient to save money that will con=:
timue to raise student achievement:

Whiler our=student: population- ofy.
79,802 does: not: require us to main---
tain’ the: current- aumber “of school.
buildings;~ the=: decision: regarding;.
school closings cannot be based solely>
6h. decreasingz student- enrollment:.
This is because curticula and commu-:
nity needs:require- us. to use- spaces’
differently-to-create more: computer:
labs, : parentingz centers and: special-
education.classrooms. But we need tox
redirect-resources: to ensure-that we-:
can move- forward: with:. improve---
ments while-still-meeting our budget:~
targets::

This2: means=. consolidatings our:
schools: to - shed=our. oldest;. most: di=:-
tapidated: buildings: We-pay: twice. asy

muchto heat*and:repair-two- under-- -
utilized-schools as:it costs:to.run.oner.-

after-consolidation:. And: for- the: past=
_few..years;: our: maintenance’ i
spread: over> 164+ achools;: has - mly*

covereds emergency. patchwork: re—
paif: It-is far:more effidlent to get:a: -

smallers number- of - schools- in- top:.

shaper thanxto maintain: a. fieet of=. -

aging, haif-empty. schoels: sinking un-:
der their: own> weight. We- aiready:
have reduced-the- system. by: mores
than- 2,000+ employees;. but-we still*

face a budgets cut> of- $31 million-~..

(nearly’ $100- million. has: been- cutx
during the last: fiveyears). Consolida--
tion is simply-the:best alternative:

R

Closing these- schools:not. only. will

* suve-money but will alse: create-an

opportunity to provide:students. with-
better facilities. After all, the»:Fill;
more- Arts Center was built’ in: the

' 19th: century, and: the: Armstrong

Adult' Education Center: would: reach.
its. century marks in: just SiX- years,
Parents do not want their children
seat to outmoded: schools whe!rroom
is available in newer ones;.

We selected bmldmgsa iy areas
where other nearby schools- have-

room for their. students. Two: are

adult education enters, and: while-
adult education. is: not: part: of: the
school system’s mandated: mission;
we realize its importance to this.com-
munity. Therefore; these: programs.

must be moved: into- existing; K-12
bugdngs. .

hensive high schools: under the: fed-

eral- School to Work:Opportunity: Act:
This- will enable: more: students: to

participate in career education: Lang-
~ ley; the oldest jumior- high: school-

building, is more than half empty; and:
Hardy Middle School; with: a: top.
capacity of only 201" students; lacksa
cafeteria, gymnasium and auditorium:

In addition to:sending. students-to:
neighborhood schools; the school. sys-
tem is: exploring: other- options—in-

chuding charter schools; enterprise-

by: third parties—to: offér-all: D.C, -

students additional choices: Wé: will.

locate- these schools: and: programs. .

where the demand:is greatest, includ-
ing- areas formerly served: by: the.
schools now being: closed:. Further-
more; since these- students: will: still:

be:in: our system and will.need: the -

same level of service as before,

teachers need not fear for their jobs.
When a school is closed, thestaﬂwxll
be transferred to other schools, -

The savings from this' consolida-,

tion are significant. The money that =

would have been required to bring "

these schools into a state of good <
repair ($5 million to $7 miilion each) . -

year in maintenance and other costs;

nottomammthetemofmxnmnsm ‘

deferred’ maintenance costs. Also, |
the school system strongly encour-

ages the D.C, guvemmenttosel!or'

rentﬂ:aebtﬁhmgs.asweﬂasthe
previously closed schools, to provide .
additional funds for our chxldrens
education..
thhtysdwdsandastableschooi
district make a difference to every-.-
one who lives or works in the District
or who visits the city, not just the *

‘parmtsaicmidrenmcmschoola.lf -
- believe our schools are strong

enough not jst to survive these clos- ~
ings but also to improve our services,
Despite the new budgetary realities,

- . can now be applied to the complete . -
renovation of a smaller number of .
save the District milfions of dollars a

we will not abandon our school im- .
provement programs, which have al- . -

shutdownwhop@foromchﬂdren

, nem&rwuwnnmdentofthe

DC Publechools.

‘ready begun to yield higher stan-
_dards, better teaching amd greater = . .
student achievement, We may be
closing schools, but we will never '
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Commg Up Short
On Goals 2000

When President "Clinton’ ad- -
dressed an education summiit of gov-

érnors and business executives .n

Palisades, N.Y., late in March, he .
won_headlines by challengmg the

States to set rigorous requirements

fér ‘promotion and graduauon of all ::

their students.

Calling for meanmgful standa:ds '

. in the schools, he said: “While §

beh‘evemeyshouldbesetbythe‘
states ... we shouldn’t kid our-
selves. Being promoted. ought to.

mean more or less the same thing in

Pasafena, Calif., asrtdo&sm?ahv

ssdes, N.Y.”

Thethwghtwasnotanewone- :

for Bill Clinton. A decade earlier, he

had led a bipartisan effort, along
<with such Republicans as Lamar Al-

mndudTenmeeandCarrol

Campbell of South Carolina, to raise
the standards of American ‘educa-
sow-across the board. .. .

'Ifi the late 1980s; those gover-
nots got their colleagues to set out a-

haif-dazen ambitious national goals .

for school reform .and- said they

wanted to be held publicly account~ -
_ able for reaching them by the end of - .

the' century. President Bush em-
braced them at an educauon summit
in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and

nmde them the centerpiece of his’ |

1990 State of the Union*Addresa.
With urging from Clinton, Congress
put them into legslation in 1994
and voted funds to help stat&
achieve “Goals 2000.”.

Last month,. almcst umonced '
Congress scuttled that grand plan, .

and- the same President Clinton.

signed 2 bill that may make Goals . -
2000 a toothless tiger. Both the -
Republicans who forced the changes -

and the Education Department offi-

cials who told Clinton it was okay to ~
acquiesce insist that nothing has =
been lost in the procesa——mat indi- -

- vidual states will continue to press

for better results from their schools. .

But for a reporter who watched the

PR

birth of the effort to create national.

.goals and standards-—so our. kidss

measure up to international. compe--
tition—this looks bke quite-a come--
down,

Under the-.old plan; groups. of:
scholars were given federal funds to-
"develop national standards for' core-

subjects. The English- panel pro--

duced what many have- called. use--

less jargon. The history panel’s first—
try was highly controversial; its sec--
omd, much better. Math; science and-
civics standards were almost univer--

- sally acclaimed. The stsndards were-

voluntary, bat the Goals- 2000 pro-
gram—adopted. by 46 states—en--
cmgdwm in: standard--

setting by !avmg all the state plans-
- sent to Washington, where panels of:
_ educators from other states could:
rate them.

. Now each state will. vouch for the
worthiness of its own plan; without:
reference to the national standarda..
And if it chooses, it-can bail out of.
the standard-setting;; exercise' and-

- instead use its share- of: the: $350:.

million appropriated: for: the: pro--

" gram to buy computers. for:class—

rooms or other: h:gh-teds equip--

ment,
lnfact,thatmtheardeutbopeuf—

the man who wrote the:classroom==

computer option into. the:bill,: Rep::
.. Ernest Istook (R-Okla):“My desire-
: mwmmt [kill] the:money fors

program,” Istook- told: me: He:
was delighted when the-House Re=-
publicans did just that last year. But-

Sen. Arlen. Specter: (R-Pa.), his. op--
,.pomtcnumbermtheSemteAppro- '

Under pressure from his own.par
ty: leaders, Istook agreed: to:fund:.
Goals. 2000 for another year. But he:
insisted. on. new language explicitly~
giving- states the option to: divert:

umehZOOOgmntsmtodase-'

room. computer and: he>
wrote the governors personal: lets-
ters. urging them to spend: their:
dollars for computers, not standardss
and tests. If, as Istook: predicts:
most states go that way, the-whole:
federal standard-setting: exercises

" that Clinton helped launch- a.decade:

ago may end But the White: House-
signed on, knowing that few: would:
recognize how far the president: had=

- moved from his original position::

That-is how the syste?;d wf}'x:hi;s'on;a
Washington these days. -what of=
the governors who started. all: this:
standards-raiging effort. a: decader
ago? Veterans such as Wisconsin's
Tommy: Thompson (R) and: Colora--
do’s Roy Romer (D) say:they couids
o't' care: less. They have- a. news
scheme. in mind. They are:attempts-
ing, with corporate support; to:put:
together a.private clearinghouse:for>
individual state reform efforts: Thes

© structure, the staffing and: the: fi==

oancing are' not yet in: place: butr
Tbmnmandkomers&ytheywdh

hope that is tme. but: for now:-..
the. United. States remains: one:ofz.
the very few advanced nations: with::
oo national standards for its schools:
And parents still must guess wheth---

er their children are really getting:a= '

21st century education..

1.
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Wanted: 100,000 tech-wise teachers to be mentors

By Susan Page
USA TODAY

A consortum of education
groups Wednesday promised
1o recruit 100,000 computer-
savvy teachers over the Inter-
net this summer as volun-
teers to mentor five other
teachers each on using tech-
noiogy in the classroom.

The grassroots initiative,

called “21st Centiry Teach-

New York Times, May 30, 1996,

&

»
™ a"kﬂ

ers,” aims to train more than .
-one of every six teachers in

the nation next fall on using
computers for everything
from third-grade reading to
high school science. The USA
has 3 million teachers.

“It’s like throwing a stone .

in a creek and seeing the rip-
ples,” says Carla Schutte, a
teacher at Moton Elementary
School in Brooksville, Fla.
Schutte has mentored 30

middle-school teachers in a
pilot project.”

Much of the training is ex-

pécted to be teachers in-

structing others at their

school or in their district.
President Clinton, an-

nouncing the program as he -

honored 266 “Blue Ribbon
Schools™ in a South Lawn cer-
ermnony, said teachers need to
be “as comfortable with com-
puters as with chalkboards.”

The 11 sponsors include
the National Education Aso-
ciation, American Federaton
of Teachers, National PTA.
National School Boards 2ss0-
ciations and other groups that
will urge their members w©
participate and finance a
home page on the Interner

The temporary web :ile
for teachers 1o sign up
hup: //www ustc.org,/ 2 stcen-
tury/.

New Step Toward the Computer-Friendly Classroom

President Clinton yesterday announced a computer
traiming program for teachers. a volunteer initiative
, that is separate from plans announced earlier this
=ar to hnk classrooms to the Internet. The President

P Hoseir0s

congratulated Jill Mahler of Mainland High School in
Daytona Beach, Fla.. a demonstration site for new

“technology. At left is Education Secretary Richard

W. Riley. and at right. Vice President Al Gore.
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House To Consider |
100 School Choice Sites

“House leaders plan a vote this summer on an
economic development package with a seven-
year, $5 billion school choice plan.

Housé Majority Leader Dick Armey has prom- -

ised mid~July action on H.R. 3467, which
would authorize scholarships for impoverished.
students to attend private and religious
schools, said a spokeswoman for one of its
sponsors, Rep. James Talent, R-Mo.

The plan by Talent and Rep. J.C. Watts,
R-Okla., would allow federal funding for school
vouchers in 90 cities and 10 rural areas that
would qualify for special tax incentives and
federal waivers to spur economic revitalization.

H.R. 3467, introduced last week, would require
‘all communities participating in the bill's other
benefits to offer scholarships to low-income stu-
dents wanting to attend private or public
schools they would not normally attend.

That language may create problems when the
House Economic and Educational Opportuni-
ties Committee takes up the school choice sec-
tion of the bill. ‘

“I'd have a real problem with any mandate

from the federal level,” Chairman Bill
Goodling, R-Pa., said in an interview this
week. “We shouldn’t be making determina-
tions for all the public schools out there.”

Again

Trying | :
H.R. 3467’s choice program is modeled aftera -

House proposal to offer $3,000 scholarships to

- Waghington, D.C., students. That plan died
after Senate Democrats led a filibuster against
it < | |

Under H.R. 3467, the federal money could be
spent at any private school, but receiving
schools could refuse to accept students. -

The scholarships would equal at least 60 per-
cent of the local public school district’s per-
pupil spending. But the community could not
give students more than that public school
per-pupil funding.

$2.5 Billion In 2002
The bill would start by authorizing $200 mil-
lion for school choice in fiscal 1996, but Con-

- gress is unlikely to appropriate money for the

fiscal year that ends Sept. 30.

- The bill would allow appropriators to spend

$200 million in fiscal 1997 and 1998,

$400 million in 1999, $500 million in 2000,
$1 billion in fiscal 2001 and $2.5 billion in
fiscal 2002 for the school choice program.

Goodling said he has not thoroughly reviewed
H.R. 3467 and said his panel will struggle to -
find the time to debate it soon. The bill also
must clear the House Ways and Means and
Banking committees before it will be ready

~ for a vote in the House.

No companion to H.R. 3467 has been intro-
duced in the Senate. —David Hoff |
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ED Speeds Appeals For Loan Default Rates

The Education Department has reorganized its
default review process as it tries to drastically
_reduce the time it takes to examine an appeal,
an ED official says. :

The department's goal is to chop the review
period from two years to just a few months.

With the changes, the 1993 default rate ap-
peals should be finished by Sept. 30, said
David Longanecker, ED’s assistant secretary
for postsecondary education.

Instead of accepting appeals from every school
dissatisfied with its rate, ED will focus only on
postsecondary institutions that stand to lose

eligibility to participate in federal student aid

programs based on their default rates.

“We have heard from schools t;hat‘ want to have

their appeals heard,” Longanecker said. “We'd "

_ like to be able to do that, but in the hierarchy
" of needs, they don't rank as high.”

Last year, ED accepted the default rate figures
without review for a number of schools not at-
risk of losing eligibility. This year, those
schools will not be able to file an appeal

- Schools with default rates of 25 percent for
three consecutive years are booted out of the
two major federal student loan programs,
while schools that reach a 40 percent default
rate in one year are excluded from all federal
. student aid programs. o

This year schools had a chance to examine the
default rates before they were officially re-
leased. At that point, he said, schools could
take steps to correct the figures by working

~ with their lenders and guarantee agencies.

But Nancy Broff, general counsel for the Ca- -

reer Colleges Association, said the process
hasn’t run as smoothly as it should.

She said some -schools that tried to correct
their default rates before the official publica-
tion date found that the problems were not
fixed when the final numbers were released.

Although these schools were not at risk of

~ losing their eligibility, some banks set a lower

cutoff threshold for default rates, she said.
“It can be important for schools with rates in
the teens because there are banks that have a
cutoff at 10 percent or 20 percent,” Broff said.
For fiscal 1993; 471 appeals were filed.

But before ED can begin brobessing the 1993

- appeals, it must clear the backlog left from

fiscal 1991 and 1992. o
On average, it's taken two years to process the

- appeals. During the appeals period, schools

still can participate in federal loan programs.

. Clearing Up The Backlog
This year, ED created two new staff positions
to help process the appeals, and plans to hire
four more employees. - . '

1t also has contracted with KPMG Peat Mar-
-wick to process the erroneous data claims and

held an intensive two-week work session with
40 staffers to process the backlog. ' ‘

“They worked off three years of data in two
weeks,” Longanecker said. But there are still
some 1992 appeals that await processing. -

’ —Rebecca S. Weiner
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House GOP Rejects Democrats’ ED Addltxon

House Democrats failed yesterday to win the
cash they say is needed to guarantee appro-
priators won't have to cut education spending
next year.

Appropriators refused,

Btgdget 19-29, to raise the amount
97 going to their Labor,
Health and Human Serv- -

ices and Education Appropriations panel by
$2.9 billion over their chairman’s plan.

- The House Appropriations Committee ac-
cepted, 28-20, the plan from Chairman Bob .
Livingston, R-La., to raise the amount Labor-
HHS-ED has to spend by $1.6 billion over the
amount appropriated for this year. Both
votes fell primarily along party lines.

The increase falls short of covering account-

ing maneuvers Congress used to boost fiscal -

11996 spending in ED, Labor and HHS, which
will sap the 1997 pool Re
Dave Obey, D-Wis., wanted an extra $2. 9 bil-
lion for the subcommttee, to cover $1.3 bil-
lion in Title I money coming out of the 1997
account, the use of $869 million Pell Grant
student aid surplus and several other gim-
micks Congress resorted to for fiscal 1996.

A Small Step Forward
The Senate yesterday okayed, 75-25, an
amendment from its Budget Committee
chairman that would add $1.7 billion to his

fiscal 1997 recommendation for education, job

training and social services

Spending in the account, which includes mon-
ey Congress appropriates as well as spending
on programs which guarantee services to all
eligible applicants, such as student loans,
would reach $51.4 billion after the change
proposed by Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M.

Appropriators, however, may choose to ignore
the budget blueprint’s suggestions for educa- -
tion, as long as they stay under separate caps
for total domestic and defense spending.

" The Senate was preparing to vote late yes-

terday on its overall six-year spending blue-
print, S. Con. Res. 57. —David Hoff
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Education, J ustice Kick Off Effort To Keep Kids In School

The Education and Justice departments yes-
 terday launched an $800,000 initiative to help
bring children back into classrooms

The Youth Out of the Education Mainstream
Initiative will target truants, dropouts, chil-
dren afraid of going to school, suspended or ex-
pelled students, and youngsters recently re-
leased from correctional facilities.

A joint grant to Pepperdine University’s Na-
tional School Safety Center (NSSC) in West-
lake Village, Calif., will fund a variety of ac-
tivities over the next year.

“Programs include everything from truancy

' prevention and community policing to alterna-
tive education, job training and school-based
probation,” said Shay Bilchik, administrator of
Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention, said in a statement an-
nouncing the initiative with ED’s Safe and
Drug-Free Schools program.

“Through regmnal trammg, we will give com-
munities the tools they need to develop a pro-

gram that serves their spemﬁc needs,” Bilchik
said in a statement

This summer, NSSC will conduct four regional
public forums to teach community representa-
tives how to build programs.

NSSC is inviting communities to apply to be-
come one of 10 sites where the center will pro-
vide technical assistance and training to help
education, law enforcement, social service and
business leaders address students’ academic,
psychological and social needs.

At least half of those communities will be em- |
powermment zones, enterprise comimunities or
enhanced enterprise communities.

And the center plans to produce a resource
document to help other communities develop
programs. ' .

For more information, contact Justice Depart-
ment, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquen-
¢y Prevention, Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse,
Box 6000, Rockville, Md. 20857,
(800)638-8736. —Geoff Camphire
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Middle Schools Improving, Still Need Work, Study Says

America’s middle schools have implemented
some key education reforms during the past
25 years, but they still have ground to cover,
says a report released yesterday.

The National Middle School Association
(NMSA) report commends schools on im-
provements in instruction and organization.

Researcher Kenneth McEwin, an education
professor at Appalachian State University,
hailed the rise of “developmentally respon-
sive” practices, such as team teaching, which
research shows are effective ways of reaching
10- to 14-year-olds. ‘

In 1993, the share of middle schools reporting
they use team teaching in the four core sub-
jects of language arts, math, science and so-
cial studies ranged from 42 percent to 59 per-
cent, depending on the subject and grade.

That's up from a range of 6 percent to 8 per- -
cent in 1968, based on one of several studies
the report examines. : ‘ .

Middle schools are maintaining a sharp focus
on the core curriculum, NMSA says.

~ All of the 1,800 schools surveyed in 1993 said
they require students to take a full year of
math in sixth, seventh and eighth grade.
Ninety-nine percent had such rigorous man-
dates for language, 97 percent for social stud-
ies, and 95 percent for science.

And middle schools are moving away from a
traditional class schedule divided into uni-
form periods: 34 percent reported using flexi-
ble scheduling in 1993, compared to 25 per-
cent five years earlier.

" Despite the advances, NMSA offers 32 recom-

mendations for further change

The report condemns middle schools for not
widely using many strategies that education -
research shows are effective, such as interdisci-
plinary instruction. '

And McEwin says more schools would be using
developmentally appropriate strategies if
teacher training programs focused more on
middle school-age students.

“America’s Middle Schools: Practices and Prog-
ress, a 25 Year Perspective” is $28 from Na-
tional Middle School Association, 2600 Corpor-
ate Exchange Dr., Suite 370, Columbus, Ohio
43231, (800)528-6672. —Geoff Camphire

Recipe For Middle School Success
Among the National Middle School Associ-
ation’s recommendations:

* Hold enrollment between 400 and 800,
or reach out to students through approach-
es, such as cross-grade teaching;

* Allow two daily planning periods for all |
teachers teaching on teams; - :

* Rely less on Iecturing and more on ap-
proaches such as cooperative learning; and

* Consistently use interdisciplinary
instruction.
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Local Schools |
Get Goals ‘Go’

State Board of 'Education Gives PermissionA‘ for Districts
To Join Competition for Federal Dollars |

From Staff and Wire Reports

CONCORD — New Hampshire school districts
can apply for federal Goals 2000 money on their

own, as long as the state Board of Education re-

mains convinced the grants will not undermine the
state’s ability to oversee and manage public educa-
tion. . .

The board gave local school districts permission

yesterday to compete for millions of dollars in fed-
eral education grants after reaffirming its opposi-
tion to having the state apply. ;

It also urged the Legislature to uphold Gov.

Steve Merrill's veto of a bill directing the state
"board to apply for the money., *

The arguments against applying as a state were -

identical to those the board made against the feder-
al program when it voted not to apply last year -
that there are too many federal strings attached,

The board denounced the program as “an unwar- «

ranted encroachment of states’ rights.”

But board members said changes Congress made
to allow local boards to apply on their own, as long
as state boards approve, bypass the provisions they
found offensive. . ] . .

“*This is not a program that [ want our state to
participate in, but it also isn’t a program that [
want to say to school districts “You don't have the
right or the ability to consider the impact for you,’
so long as that impact doesn’t undermine our posi-
tion to manage and oversee education in this
state,” Board Chairman Ovide Lamontagne said.

As chairman, Lamontagne, who is running for
governor, did not vote, but relinquished the ga-
vel to outline his position. )

Lamontagne and other board members said the

changes and letters from the federal Education De-
partment have convinced them the government
will not review local education improvement plans
required by applicants, will not exercise jurisdic-
tion over the state .or school districts and will not
undermine the board's authority. )

After minimal debate, the board voted 5-0 to au-
thorize the local applications. Board member James
Steiner, a lawyer, was not present because he was

"involved in a court case. He sent a statement sup-

porting the local application.
After the'vote, Lamontagne said the state’s oppo-

-sition to Goals 2000 forced Congress to change
_the law and its administration. “We can claim vic-

tory for both states’ rights and local control,” La-
montagne said. . ‘

Districts will compete for grants that typically-
range from $20,000 to $100,000. Nearly $9 million

will be available over five years. The schoois com-
peting in the first round of applications will be go-
ing after a share of about $2.5 million, half of which
was available last July, but not awarded because
the state did not appiy. ’ ‘

Aihalf-dozen districts aiready have said they will
apply. S ,

‘The state education board also said the state will
not obligate itself to continue funding projects
should the feds cut off funding for Goals 2000. i

Board member John Reot of Bristol said applying
for any type of federal money carmes built-in haz-
ards. . - ‘ .

*“The federal government is very prone to drying
up program funds,” Root said. He cited the crime
bill that was supposed to put many extra police on
the streets but cuts funding to communities in

. about three years, leaving local taypayers to pick up

More...



GOALS 2000

expenses.
Merrill, who opposed the state application, com.
mended the board for “standing up for New Hamp-

shire’s local control last year and for recognizing -

New Hampshire's local control this year.”

.Democratic gubernatorial hopeful Jeanne Sha-
heen called the vote a victory for school children,
communities, “and those of us who have fought for
the last two years to force the state Board of Educa-
tion to reverse its indefensible and irresponsible
opposition to Goals 2000.”

After denouncing federal “strings,” board mem-
bers disagreed mildly about what some perceived
to be a string attached to its own action in authoriz-
ing the local applications.

Member John Root asked the board to include a
strong recommendation that local boards restrict
their requests to areas that “minimize the likeli-
hood of federal interference in the management of
their schools,"” such as buying computers, computer
programs or training teachers to use them.

Member Tracy Hatch objected, saying if the
board didn't want to get involved in Goals 2000, it
should stay out entirely, “and that includes giving
direction to local districts.”

~ But the provision was added after other members
said it was merely a recommendation. ‘

It was on Root's suggestion that the board reject-
ed state participation. ““I feel very strongly that this
is the sentiment of the vast majority of the people

of the state of New Hampshire,” he said.

Gail Paine, the sole member to vote against the
state rejection, said she had too many calls to
count from people urging state participation.

Member Pamela Lundberg said her major con-
cern against having the state apply was federal
strings.

Education Commissioner Elizabeth Twomey said
her phone began ringing off the hook soon after the
board meeting as local school officials called to find ¢
out what happened, and then askmg ‘what do we
do now?”

She said her office would send application ma-
terial to school superintendents today. They have
until July 15 to apply. The applications will be re-
viewed in Washington in August, and awards made
in Septemnber, she said.

“1 agonized every step of the way,” Twomey said.

 “Clearly, I was in support of the state application,

but I'm delighted that at least the locals are not
blocked out of doing this.”

In Washington, the Goals 2000 office also was
busy answering calls from New Hampshire. Staff
member Frank Sobol said the program director
walked by with a stack of about 20 telephone mes-
sage.slips.

“The school boards for last two years have been
trying to participate,” he said. “Now that it's go-

ing to become posszble it sounds like they are real-

ly ready.”

They’re Out of the Starting Gate for Goals 2000

CONCORD (AP) — Now that they have permis-
sion to compete for federal Goals 2000 money, New
Hampshire school districts have a month and a half
to get their paperwork together.

Information is in the mail from the state and
from the Goals 2000 office in Washington. Federal
officials plan to hold a workshop in the state next
month to answer questions.

The -requirements are that grants be made to de-
velop or implement “comprehensive local improve-
ment plans to help all students reach challengmg
academic standards.” .

At the Goals 2000 office in Washington, staffer
Frank Sobol said the application is short, and can
be completed without a grant writer.

New Hampshire school districts will compete
with each other, not districts from other states as

_they shoot for a share of $2.5 mxlhon available from
last year and this year.

Their proposals will be ranked on criteria includ-
ing:
@ Meeting the purposes of the law authorizing
Goals 2000 (30 points).
® Need for the project. (24)..
® Plan of operation. (18).
® Quality of key personnel (7).

'® Budget (5).

® Evaluation plan (13).
@ Adequacy of facility, equipment and supplies de-
voted to project (3).

School districts including Dover, Rochester,

Keene, Chichester, Nashua and Somersworth said -

they intend to apply.

State Education Commissioner Elizabeth Two-
mey expects maybe a dozen more applications.

She said the projects could range from enhanced
teacher training to putting computers in the class-
room. “"They Just need to demonstrate how they are
going to do it.”
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P.G. Official
Seeks Fasing
Of Tax Limit

Proposed Referendum
Could Spark Battle
Over County Spending

By Terry M. Neal
and Wendy Melillo
‘Washington Post Saff Writers

The chairman of the Prince -
George's County Council yesterday

proposed a November referendum
. over county tax rates, setting the
stage for a battle over control of
spending ‘priorities in a cash-
strapped county struggling to com-
pete with wealthier neighbors.

By altering the county’s long- -

standing property tax limit, Chair-
man Stephen J. Del Giudice’s meas-
ure would give elected officials more
power to raise and spend money. At

the same time the chairman is pro-’

posing to ease the tax cap, a well-or-

ganized group of private citizens is-

gathering signatures for a ballot ini-
tiative that would give voters even
more control over taxation than they
have now.

The tax ap issue is central to a -

. county that is trying to define its pri-
" -orities and promote itself as a good
place to live among its more affluent

neighbors, such as Montgomery,

Howard and Fairfax counties.
Proponents of lifting the tax limit
say it has strangled the county’s abil-
ity to fund schools, public safety and
other important government servic-
es. Opponents say lifting the limit
and increasing taxes would send the
wrong message to county homeown-
ers and others who may be contem-
plating moving into Prince George's.
Del Giudice’s measure would have
to be approved by the County Coun-
cil to get on the November ballot.
Although they haven’t committed

-

themselves to Del Giudice's word-
ing, most of the council’s nine mem-
bers; ‘including those who support
the tax cap, have said they'd be will- .
ing to put the issue of modifying it
on the ballot for voters to decide.
But perhaps the more difficult -
part is, what happens next: Someone
or some group must run the cam-
paign to convince voters that the
property tax limit, known as TRIM
(Tax Reform Initiative by Maryland-
ers), has outlived its usefulness.
County Executive Wayne K. Cur-
ry (D) has made no secret of his de- -
sire to see TRIM modified. Accord-
ing to business and community
leaders, Curry has been working dili- |
gently behind the scenes to "build

1996

support for plans to modify or over-
turn TRIM. But he has been unwill-

- ing to be at the forefront of any pub-
lic campaign to modify or overturn
it, Curry did not return calls seelang
his comment.

And when the campaign to per-
suade voters to lift the taxation re-
strictions begins, the citizen group,
with a history of success in running
referendum campaigns, will be try-
ing to persuade them to do just the
opposite.

Private groups need to gather
10,000 signatures from registered
voters to get an issue on the ballot.

The anti-tax group, Truth in Taxa-

tion, has gathered about 2,000 so
far, one of its leaders said yesterday.

Truth in Taxation is proposing a
measure even stricter than TRIM,

which prevents elected leaders from
increasing the property tax rate.
The measure would require voter
approval of all new taxes and tax in-
creases, as well as voter approval of
many government fees.
Del Giudice (D-2nd District) stood
~alone behind a lectern yesterday to
announce his plan, just minutes after
the council approved a $1.2 billion
county government budget that
maintains most services at current
or lower levels. But he said council
member Anne T. MacKinnon (D-3rd
District) will co-sponsor the TRIM
bill. Under Del Giudice's plan, voters

would be asked to revamp the struc- -

. ture of local government.
TRIM applies only to taxes levned
by county government. It has limited
the property tax rate to $2.40 per

$100 of assessed valuation. But 1t
does not limit property taxes levied
by other agencies, such as the Mary-
land-National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission and the storm wa-
ter management district. Those
agencies have property tax rates of -
61 cents and 13.5 cents respective-
ly.

-~ Under. Del Giudice's proposed
measure, those agencies and their
tax rates would be brought under
county control. The grand total tax
rate of $3.145 could be increased by
a maximum of 3 percent a year with
only the-approval of two-thirds of the

- council,

-The county executwe and council
would have the flexibility to use
money from the planning commis-
sion :md storm water district for th-

er priorities, such as schools and
public safety, as long as the gram™—
total tax rate stayed within the nes -
limit. State Senate President Thom-has
as V. Mike Miller Jr. (D-Princegwy
George’s) said that such a structursly ¥
change might have to be appl‘OVd o
by the legislature. dwy
Del Giudice said increasing progf
erty taxes by a maximum of 3 palage
cent would generate about $18 mily
lion of additional revenue a Year. « yay
He argued that the county’s
ture was being imperiled by severg,
budget problems. oqg
In the budget the council

yesterday, Del Giudice said,

leaders had to find millions of ad i
tional dollars to fund schools at
minimum level required by ata
law. To do that, it had to cut §1
million out of other government ser _,
vices, including the fire

sheriff's department and oommum%ﬂ
colleges.

“What wehavenowzsasimabw A
that has enslaved us,” Del Giudi ;3
said of TRIM. He said Truth in Taxy.
ation's plan “would further
us” by eliminating elected
ability to respond to budget
gencies.

More...



EASING TAX LIMIT, continued...

Hyattsville resident Judy Robﬁ-""f;
son, one of the leaders of Truth g
Taxation, said: “The only way
~ can overturn TRIM is if the govern®

ment lies to the people” about ho®@*L
dire the county's fiscal situation is2" ‘3“3
~ For weeks, county leaders ha;e #x

been discussing whether now wag-¥
the time to put the question on the™!
ballot, But the county’s elected leadt®d
ers have not been eager to
their names associated with dtv
tempts to repeal TRIM. - uwd

Del Giudice called the Prinegod
George’s Chamber of Commertdno
and said he was willing to sponsor ##05
initiative to modify TRIM, busined¢
and community leaders said. The
chamber decided to call togethers2
group of business, labor and civic
leaders to study the idea. gm——

2ald

On Tuesday, Del Giudice lﬁé
with- the chamber, members of

.school board, police and fire unwgy
_ representatives and several other

groups at Prince George's gy
nity College to discuss the issu

The .same group will meet agang'
next week to determine whether it

" would support efforts and also K?
r

together a coalition to overtu
TRIM. af\
“Any effort to support a modifica-
tion of TRIM must involve a coali-
tion,” said Bonnie L. Beck, the cham-
ber’s executive vice president. V
County Council member Isa¥c*
Gourdine (D-8th District) has filed%*
bill: that would ask voters to elithfe™
nate TRIM and aliow the council¥g"

" increase property taxes equal to the®

increase in the Consumer Price ¥
dex. xids.
* But some council members werd®
cautious about supporting any

ure. Council member M.H. Jim Beo'
tepp (D-9th District) said he woulds
not support an attempt to overtoMiz

“TRIM until Curry takes a publis -

stand. »3iC
“It's time for him to step up to thix:

~ plate and decide whether he's goigy

to lead,” Estepp said. 1A

L]

10 .
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Legislatuif_e Sends $5M KindergartennBill

By DONN TIBBETTS
State House Bureau Chief

CONCORD — Although oppo--
nents insist the state doesn't have
the $5 million to fund it, the
House and Senate yesterday sent
to Gov. Steve Merrill's desk a bill
that will provide first-time ever
$500 per pupil aid to public
~school's conducting kindergar-
ten, - . .

“No, it (the bill) is not perfect,
but it's a heck of a lot better than
doing nothing, which is what we
would have done for vears and
years and years if we didn't act
this year,” Merrill told legislators
yvesterday. . .

The kindergarten measure
passed the House on a 226-120
roll call vote. The Senate adopted
it by an 18-3 roll call vote.

“How can we spend $5 million
from the general fund when we
are broke?” asked Rep. Warren
Goddard, R-Portsmouth. “This is
more a tribute to the NEA than a
benefit for children,” he said.

Rep. Neal Kurk, R-Weare, lik-
ened the state Legislature going
down the path of the Congress,
which he said spends money it
doesn’t have. “There is no money
to pay for kindergarten, none, we
have a deficit.”

But Rep. Charles Ferguson, R-
Milford, insisted that the kinder-
garten bill “is $5 million of prop-
erty tax relief for vour cities and
towns.” Others argued that it typ-
icallv costs $1,500 a year for each
kindergarten student and that if a
community without kindergarten
has to spend $1.000 per pupil to
get a 3500 per pupil grant, that
won't provide property tax relief.

Rep. Frances Riley, R-Man- '

chester, said this “is legislation to -

make us feel like we're doing
something, but we're borrowing
from Peter to pay Paul.”

Rep. David Scanlan. R-Canaan,
urged legislators “to look at the
‘bigger picture” and make an
investment in children. Rep.
Channing Brown, R-Lebanon,
suggested the issue be delayed to
the 1997 Legislature.

The bill would provide Man-
chester with about $500.000 to-
ward its kindergarten costs, while
for Laconia it would be about
$106.000.

Sen. Tom Colantong. R-Lon-.
donderry. said he.was voting for
the kindergarten bill because he
had assurances through Gov.
Merrill's legal counsel and the at-
torney general that “local school
districts can establish vouchers
for this program if they wish.”

Seri. David Currier. R-Hennik-
er, said. "If you .believe in the
tooth fairy, the money is there to

fund this bill. I can't hold my -
~ nose and vote for this.”

But Sen. Géorge Lovejoy, R-
Rochester, said, “The $500 per
pupil isn't enough but it's an in-

"~ centive.”

Sen. Debora_ Pignatelli, D-Na-
shua, said she was “surprised and
very pleased” the kindergarten
bill was being passed “because I
would have bet it wouldn't have
made it.” She said it will provide
$459,000 “in property tax relief
for Nashua.” ‘ o

Sen. Bruce Keough, R-Exeter,
said Senate Bill 7 was a good: bill
funded by excess Powerball lot-
tery money when it left the Sen-

ate. It became “a bad bill"” in the
House. because “it’s down the
path so the $5 million bill be-
comes a $40 million bill.”

to Merrill'

“It's not a kindergarten bill. it's

. a revenue-sharing bill,” said Sen.

Jim Rubens, R-Etna, terming it

*a deficit bill.”

Sen. Sylvia Larsen, D-Concord,
hailed passsage. “It's right for the
state to pay for kindergarten. We
will find the money and we will
fund it in the future,” she in-
sisted. ) o
~ Senators Carl Johnson., R-

Meredith, Rubens, Currier, David
Wheeler, R-Milford, and Keough
voted against the bill. Sen. Tom
Stawacz, R-Hollis, was not pre-
sent for the vote.

Gov. Merrill, as well as his arch
rival, Sen. Jeanne Shaheen. D-
Madbury, had advocated the kin-
dergarten bill and he is anxious
to sign it into law. :

Shaheen termed it “a small
step forward in the over 20-year
fight to bring kindergarten to
every child in New Hampshire.” -

.
- Kindergarten
~ Bill Content

Facts on New Hamp-
shire’s plan to spend $5 mil-
lion on kinderganen, next

year:

® Districts would get $500

- per kindergarten pupil.

@ Pupils could be sent to
private kindergartens that
meet state standards.

® An estimated 9,000 5-
year-olds will attend qual-
ifying kindergartens next

year.,

.
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- Student prayer debate

has Fla. governor on spot

By Lori Sharn
USA TODAY

The latest twist in the national de-
bate over school prayer has put Flor-
ida Gov. Lawton Chiles on the spot.

He must decide by Friday wheth--

. €r to veto or sign a bill allowing stu-
. dent-initiated prayer at graduations,
© athletic events and other “noncom-
pulsory” student assemblies. The
proposal is a new attempt by school
prayer advocates to overcome Su-
preme Court rulings restricting reli-
gious activities in public schools.

Florida is the eighth state since
1992 to pass a student-initiated pray-
er bill. Opposition has been unusual-
ly strong in Florida. Through Tues-
day, calls and letters from the bill's
opponents totaled 7,716, compared
with 6,555 from supporters.

Chiles’ decision puts the Demo-
cratic governor in a losedose situa-
tion. If he vetoes the bill, he risks
alienating conservative Democrats
and swing voters at a time when
they're crucial to President Clinton's
hopes of carrying Florida in his bid
for re-election. .

“In the last two elections, (Flori-
da) has become very competitive,”
' says political scientist John Green of
the University of Akron in Chio. “An
aroused minority can make a differ-
ence in a close eiection.”

If Chiles signs it, he antagonizes
Jewish and liberal groups that
heiped him narrowly defeat Presi-
dent Bush’s son, Jeb, in 1994’s guber-
natorial election. “It is the kind of sit-
‘uation that defines the word
‘dilemma,’” University of Florida
political scientist Kenneth Wald says.

Chiles could aliow the bill to be.
come law without his signature,
Some Democratic incumbents don't

want to have to answer for a veto.

The GOP controis the state Senate,
where half the mernbers are up for
re-election. Republicans need four
seats to take over the state House; all
its members face re-election.

school prayer.

The proposal, part of a popular bill
to toughen education standards,
specifies that the prayer must be
nonsectarian and nonproselytizing, It
must be student-initiated and led: no
school personnel may participate.

The Supreme Court ruled in 1992
that clergy-led prayer at graduation
was uncoastitutional, Since thern, sev-
en states have passed laws allowing
student-initiated prayer, at least at

" graduation: Delaware, Mississippi,

Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, Ar-
kansas and Louisiana.

Florida mirrors the religious
file of the USA, according to a 1%,
survey. But it is split internally: The
northern portion tends to have a

Religious preferences of Floridians
Florida's religious profile closely approximates that of the USA as a
whole, according to a 1990 telephone survey. Top nine responses to
the question, ‘What is your religion?": :
Religion Florida USA
Roman Catholic 23.2% 26.2%
Baptist 22.2% 19.4%
Protestant 9.3% 9.8%
Methodist 8.2% 8.0%
None cr agnostic 8.2% 8.2%
Christian 4.1% 4.6%
Jawish 3.6% 1.8%
- Presbyterian 386% 2.8%
Lutheran - 33% 5.2%
Saufx Cne Naton Under God by Barry A Xosmn and Seymour P Lachnan
*
A Chiles says he is
praying about the decision. He won't
announce his decision until Friday.
‘The governor is a very spiritual
man, someone who prays often and
~ has relied on:prayer throughout his
lite,"” spokeswoman April Herrie
gﬂ “wdm time, he ... has
ways had a deep respect for others’
- personal beliefs.” €
~ Polhmdicntematamjomyor
Americans favor some form of greater number of socially conserva-

tive Protestants, while south Florida
has more Catholics, more Jews and
more political liberals. :

“If Florida were a person it would
be diagnosed as having multiple per-
sonality disorder, and | think it shows
up in an issue like this,” Wald says.

Jewish groups are among the bill's
main opponents, Florida has the
third-highest percentage of Jews in
the USA, at 3.6%. In the Miami met-
ropolitan area, 10% of the population
is Jewish. i :

The American Jewish Congress
has distributed 40,000 postcards ad-
dressed to the governor, urging him
to veto the prayer bill

More. . .

2
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mote separation of church and state
“and the Florida Council of Churches,
which represents 25 religious groups.
“Students are faced with the
choice of either not going to gradua-

tion, or going to graduation and lis-
tening to somebody pray,” says Marc.

Stern of the American Jewish Con-
gress. Such laws “focus exclusively
on the speaker and run roughshod
over the rights of listeners.”

Supporters include many pastors
and the Christian Coalition. which
has 180,000 members and activists in
the state. State Executive Director
John Dowless sent out alerts to coun-

. tv chapters and to Christian radio

talk shows. “We wanted to make sure
the governor knew there was strong
support,” he says.

Chiles’ decision won't affect his po-
litical future. Chiles, 66, is barred
from seeking a third term. The for-
mer U.S. senator says he wont seek
another office.
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Snuffing out
teen-agers’
cigarettes

Minnesota’s strict laws
offer others a blueprint

By Doug Levy
USA TODAY

MINNEAPQLIS - Fearof a $3,000 ineand a
year in jail is enough to make store clerk Mollie
Torjesen and her colleagues check IDs every
time a young customer wants to buy a pack of
cigarettes here. ‘

Even though the typical teen tells her to “go to
hell” when she refuses to make an illegal sale,
she holds her ground. :

" The store owner “doesn’t want us to go to jail,”
Torjesen says.

f The law is the
[ “What we want is law: no sales of to-
‘ compliance bacco products 1o
‘ }%tw . p“ ' anyone under 18.
. not periodic| And besides, she
, compliance,” says says, teens are
gmm, Minn., t00 young to un-
ial Craig derstand the risks
| Gerdes of efforts to |  of smoking. C‘;
3 tobacco sales care very much.
' gﬁminor??"lm f““’m s bad
. or you.”
] sellers are part of Minneapolis -
I our community. and at least 47
‘ other Minnesota

communities
have fashioned local solutions to a national

problem. Figures out last week show youth

smoking is at a record 35%. Despite adult smok-
ing hitting all4ime lows, more kids are smoking
now than at any time since the 1970s. '
The Minnesota efforts seem to be paying off,
and other states are watching to see what works,
The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion reports that 3 out of 4 teens nationwide can
buy cigarettes illegally, but a recent Minnesota

survey finds the illegal sales rate in that state is .

499% or less.

. “They card everywhere,” says Zoe Kardasis
of St. Paul, who at 21 has to carry her ID when-
ever she wants a pack of cigarettes. She thinks
it's a good thing and hopes it deters some teens
from following her lead.

In Plymouth, Minn,, the city council declared
reducing tobacco sales to minors as a top goal
for the year. Public safety chief Craig Gerdes
worked with more than a dozen local tobacco
merchants to write a law that bars vending ma-
chines and requires sellers to check IDs.

Because the community got together and
agreed that teen tobacco use was a problem and
that fighting it would also help reduce other
risky behaviors, merchants were willing to coop-
erate, Gerdes says. This plan gets better results
than occasional “stings” by a state or federal
agency. Only 36% of Plymouth stores made ille-

gal sales during a recent compliance check.
“What we want is total compliance, not per:-

odic compliance,” Gerdes says. He

" and his officers try to work with

stores and help them train their em-
ployees. “The sellers are part of our
community.”

Other towns emphasize stiff fines

- for clerks and store owners who

make illegal tobacco sales to minors.
Most also penalize teens who make
illegal purchases. Minnetonka re-
stricts self-service tobacco displays
and vending machines. .

“We don’t have an exiremely re-
strictive tobacco ordinance,” says
Karen Anderson, mayor of Minne-
tonka and president of the League of
Minnesota Cities. “We all got togeth-
er and came up with an ordinance
that will work for us.”

Minnesota Attorney General Hu-
bert Humphrey says the successful
laws are ones that require tobacco
sellers to be licensed, that penalize
store owners, clerks and iliegal pur-
chasers and that have regular meth-
ods of enforcement.

Tobacco companies say that tough
new laws are unnecessary and that
voluntary programs to get stores to
check IDs can make a big differ-
ence. The tobacco industry and the
Minnesota Grocers Association have
pushed for legislation that would
override the individual local ordi-
nances in favor of looser statewide
controls.

“It we can encourage retailer
training to just automatically card
anyone they even remotely suspect
may not be of age, that would reduce
substantially the number of illegal
sales,” says Nancy Christensen, who
lobbies on behalf of the grocers.

But local officials say the indus-
try's programs — which feature in-
store signs, window decals and train-
ing videos for cashiers — are nearly *
invisible. Two programs rolled out
by tobacco companies last year —
“Action Against Access” and “We
Card” — haven’t had any apparent
impact at all, Gerdes says.

Aaron Foster, 16, agrees. He helps
the Association for Nonsmokers-Min-
nesota monitor compliance with age
restrictions. On a recent afternoon,
two out of six randomly chosen Min-

, neapolis stores sold him cigarettes

without any check of his ID. Both the
stores that made the iilegal sales had
signs indicating they complied with
tobacco company age restriction
programs.

And the clerk on duty at one cor-
ner store where he couldn't buy
smokes told him to come back when
the manager wasn’t around.

The question is, if everyone agrees
that kids shouldn't smoke, why can't
they agree on steps to keep tobacco
away from them?

President Clinton wants the Food
-and Drug Administration to regulate

. tobacco marketing Philip Morris,

the world's top cigarette company,
and UST, the biggest seller of chew
and snuff, propose instead a federal
law that includes more limited re-
strictions, such as barring tobacco
brand T-hirts, some kinds of ads and
all vending machines.

More. ..



The tobacco companies complain

“ that Clinton and heaith activists are
working toward tobacco prohibition.

The heaith community counters that
the tobacco companies have a 40-
year track record of making prom-
ises that they don't keep.

Humphrey says if the tobacco
companies were serious about keep-
ing cigarettes away from minors,
they would work with local officials
instead of lobbying against them.

“Why don’t we sit down and put to-

gether a comprehensive program? It
they want something real, let’s sit
down and talk, Instead, we get full-
page ads ... and excuses, ” Hum-
phrey says.

Last year, Philip Morris an:
nounced a program that it said-

would penalize merchants who sell
to minors and reward those who
comply with age restriction laws.
“We took them at their word,”
Humphrey says. “We sent them the

paperwork (on 17 stores fined for
sales to minors). They came back
and said they can't take action be-
cause of their contracts.”

Philip MorTis vice president Ellen
Merlo says the company has since
revised its contracts and has contact-
ed the Minnesota stores to remind
them of the laws. Philip Morris is
asking stores to post signs warning
teens that tobacco sales to-minors

are forbidden. The company may.

cut marketing payments to stores
convicted and fined and wili reward

retailers not caught selling cigarettes
{0 minors.
What the tobacco company’s ads

) o | ;
' anf'mg OUt - continued. ..

don’t say is that the program applies
to only slightly more than half of the
estimated 400,000 places that seii cig-

. arettes in the USA. If Philip Morris

has no direct contract with a retailer,
it cannot act, Merio says, But it does
reach stores that account for 80% of
all tobacco sales, she says.

This program and the company’s .
-proposeéd marketing restrictions

show that the tobacco industry is tak-

ing the youth access issue serjously, -

Merlo says. "We're moving forward,

.and it's time the antis stop taking

shots,” she says. “If they really want
to make a difference on youth smok-
ing, we all need to;work together.”

The Philip Morris proposal would _
_bar tobacco billboards within 1,000

feet of schools and playgrounds.
But that proposal wouldn't do

-much, says Bonnie Hammer, a St

Paul parent She watches as her 4

. year-old plays on a jungle gym in a

neighborhood park. Directly in front
of him, on a billboard several hun-
dred feet away across Interstate 94,
Joe Camel puffs away on a cigaretie.
Kids see tobacco billboards no
matter where they are, she says.
*“Kids notice cartoon character kinds
of ads. I know from other parents
that their children recognize Joe
Camel right away,” Hammer says.

Hammer thinks the most effective
approach is for parents and oider
kids to get involved and teach chil-

dren about smoking She uses the

billboard as an opportunity to talk to
her children about how advertising
“makes you think (products) are bet-
ter than they really are.”

The bottom line is that all sides
have to get involved on an individual
basis, says Minnetonka's Anderson
Reducing teen smoking is not some-
thing any government can do on its

.own.

“Parents, teachers, aunts and un-
cles, retailers and sales clerks, we
can all help in some ways.”

(5.
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Minnesota Administrators Weigh In Early On HEA Renewal

Minnesota’s student aid community is suggest-
ing a more streamlined delivery of federal
funds, in one of the first proposals for retooling
programs next year.

Until a coherent approach is developed, “our
destiny is to have a number of random pro-
grams without specific direction that have

. been designed to meet political ends,” the Min-
nesota Association of Financial Aid Adminis-
trators (MAFAA) says in a position paper.

MAFAA last week released its proposal for re-
authorizing the Higher Education Act (HEA),
which expires in September 1997.

“Our intent was to get something on the table,”
said Dale Thornton, chairman of MAFAA’s
reauthorization task force.

While lawmakers have put off any serious con-
sideration of HEA until after the November
electmns, many student aid groups are organ-
izing for what could be a fight over the current
lending systems ’

GOP lawmakers have been trying to dismantle
the Direct Student Lending program and are
also concerned about how colleges are handling
rising tuition costs.

Congress is expected to approve‘ a one-year ex-
tension to HEA while it works on the reauthor-

ization, meaning changes probably won'’t take
effect until the 1998-99 academic year.

The group said the government must first ex-
amine its student aid role. It suggests gener-

" ating more corporate and family contributions

by establishing tax incentives that encourage
saving and spending on college.

MAFAA calls for schools and states to pfo‘*ide

- greater matching funds for the Work-Study

and Supplemental Educational Opportunity
Grant programs, and supports an Education
Department proposal to relax regulations on-
schools with low default rates .

But, MAFAA asserts, sumlar oversight should
be used for all postsecondary institutions. Af-
ter schools operate within standard regula-
tions, “regulatory relief can be provided on a
case-by-case basis.”

“The problem should be with the defaulter, not

- the school,” MAFAA's position paper says.

The group plans to distribute its paper to the
National Association of Student Financial Aid
Administrators, as well as other regional and
national higher education associations.

For more information contact Dale Thornton,
director of financial aid at Concordia College in
Moorhead, Minn., (218) 299- 3010 '
—Rebecca S. Wemer :
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toracial

policies
urged

Professors chide
U. of California

By Carol Innerst
THE NASHINGTON TIMES

An organization representing
| college and university faculty

| members vesterday urged the |-

University of California board of
regents to rescind its decision to
end race- and sex-based hiring and
admissions practices. .

A special task force created by
the American Association of Uni- -

-versity Professors to investigate
the regents’ decision charged that
the board dealt with the issue of
affirmative action “in a partisan
political manner” and violated the
spirit of “shared governance” in
coming to its decision. . :

“Indeed, the striking fact about
the July 20 decision was that it
involved no sustainad consultation

. with faculty and administrators
" about the educational issues at
stake,” their report says.

“It's truly ironic that the AAUP,
with its long history of defending
academic freedom. would con-
demn the board of regents for vio-

- lating the norms of shared gov-
ernance in defense of a policy that
representc the acme of polit-

president of the National Associ-
ation of Scholars.

“They've surrendered the aca:
demic case for immunity against
interference by nonacademics.”

“Partisan” and “political” de-
scribes the AAUP's meddling in
‘he matter, said Jerry Cook, whoin
1992 sparked examination of the
system’s admissions policies that

'
i
i
H

|
|
|
|
|
’

icization.” said Stephen H. Balch,

led to the regents’ vote last year to
.end preferences.

“They have a political agenda
here.” said Mr. Cook, who teaches

statistics at University of Califor- -

nia at San Diego and owns a com-
puter software development firm.

When his son, who made Phi
Beta Kappa and graduated magna
cum laude, failed to get into Cal's
medical school, Mr. Cook looked
into the admissions records, dis-
covered the practice of racial pref-

erences and persuaded the system

president to investigate.
“Affirmative action was the
most researched thing University
of California ever looked at,” he
said. “Hearings went on for
months.” s ;

Despite his wealth of informa-
tion on the affirmative-action
debate, Mr. Cook said the AAUP
Commission on Governance and

 Affirmative Action Policy refused

to talk to him or look at his data in

.preparing its report.

“I have all the pieces here,” he
said. “Others have bits and pieces.
In December, I called Joan Wal-
lach Scott [chairwoman of the task
force and a professor of social sci-

ence at the Institute for Advanced -

Study in Princeton, N.J.].

“1 said, ‘If you want the corre-
spondence, get to me. I tried again

" in January and February. I talked
" to secretaries and left messages

on machines.

“I called A. Leon Higginbotham
Jr. [of Harvard University].

“It’s just irresponsible to ignore
talking to the people closest to this.
They have a political agenda here.
Their problem is this is a sacred
cow to them. It’s awfully arrogant
to say they should decide what this
university should do.

“They’re & union, for God's sake.
They wrote their conclusions and
went backwards to fill in the story”

Much of the AAUP report is de-
voted to a defense of affirmative-
action practices. Released yester-
day at a news conference, the
report says the decision was “tech-
nically correct” but “ill advised.”

The AAUP commission recom-.

" mends that regents, administra-

tion and faculty reaffirm a com-
mitment to “shared governance,”
that the university “avoid partisan

: political activity in deliberations

about educational policy;” and that
the regents not end affirmative ac-
tion until a thorough review of its
impact has been conducted by a
joint task force of regents, admin-
istrators, faculty and students.
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Kansas City, State Agree To End Desegregatlon Payments

The Kansas City school district will join Mis-
sourl in asking a federal judge to end state
support of one of the nation’s most controver-
sial integration efforts.

State Attorney General Jay Nixon announced
Wednesday that the state and the city’s board
of education have agreed on a plan to phase
out state integration support over the next
three school years.

- Set at $110 million for the next school year,
state fundmg would end after payments of
$105 million in 1997-98 and $99 million in
1998-99.

“This proposal recognizes the eventual end of
desegregation payments and provides what the
parties have sought all along: certamty about
the amount to be paid,” Nixon said in a :
statement this week.

Serious Belt-Tightening
How the 37,000-student district would recoup
the loss is uncertain. The state’s contribution
to integration efforts next year will represent
about a third of the dlstnct’s total $230 million
‘ budget

The state and district are lookmg for the sup-
port of the two other parties in the case: the
teacher union and the attorneys for the par-
ents and students.

-

Kathleen Reed, president of the Kansas City
Federation of Teachers, said the union hasn'’t
taken a position but is concerned about po-
tential layoffs and increased workloads.

Dianne Moritz, an attorney with Benson and
Associates, the firm representing the parents
and students in the case, said eliminating
state funding would be catastrophic.

“As one parent put it, there's goingtobea
$314 million party, then a big hangover,” she
said in an interview. “In three years the dis-
trict will fall off a cliff if something isn’t done.”

Edward Newsome, president of the Kansas
City School Board, said the district could spend

-the state money over five years while it ex-
~ plores fund-raising alternatives, such as levies.

The state’s payments for desegregation efforts

have helped fund such initiatives as magnet

schools, capital impmée;nents and salaries.

Missouri has asked federal judges to declare
that St. Louis and Kansas City are free of seg-
regation. The state filed a motion for Kansas
City last month

Nixon said he expects the federal judge over-
seeing the Kansas City case, Missouri v.
Jenkins (63 USLW 4468), to consider the re-
quest this fall. —Xavier Briand
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Crew Plans

To Continue
Board Fight

Re-election Expected
For Ousted President

By JACQUES STEINBER®G

Schools Chancellor Rudy Créw will
“every bit of legal authority
to prevent Carmedo:Saez

available”

"Ir., the ousted president of Commu-

nity School Board § in the’ Btonx,
from reclaiming his seat sh@u d he
win re-election to a new term, an aide
to the Chancellor said yesterdgy.
Officials at the Board of Elecnons
are still tallying the ballots'cast in
the May 7 school board races,'dfid by
early last night they had released the
results in only 14 of the mty‘s 32

9 in the West Bronx was notamong

' them. But Mr. Saez’s victory Seemed

all but assured, given that Yn¥y he
and four other candidates werée %sted
on a ballot seeking to fill mne seats

Mr. Saez had knocked fouT Other
opponents off the ballot beftr€ the
election by challenging the?rvPeti-
tions. But a number of candidates,
including several removed (oMY the
ballot, mounted write-in campaigns
that threatened his lock on de-elec-
tion. .
In a year in which Mayor Rudolph
W. Giuliani and Sheldon Silver, the

: Speaker of the State Assembfy, fiave
i called for the abolition of the 32

boards, the results in District 9, with
its long history of corruption and
poor academic performance, are be-
ing watched closely.

Twice before, in 1988 and 1992, Mr.
Saez was suspended by chancellors
because of questions of financial im-
propriety. In both instances, Mr.

p; 38

School board race
results are tallied in
Just 14 of the city’s -
32 districts.

Saez, who has served on the board
since 1975, was subsequemly re-
elected. ‘

In February, Dr, Crew suspended
Mr. Saez and the other eight mem-
bers of his board, citing the district's
poor reading and math scores, which
are the lowest in the city, and allega-
tions that district employees had
been pressured to give money to
board members’s re-eiecuon cam-
paigns.

A Bronx judge dismissed the .

Chancellor’s suspension order in
April, saying he had acted without
proper evidence. But earlier this
month, Dr. Crew removed Mr. Saez

from office again, citing a report by _
- school investigators that corroborat-

ed the fund-raising allegations. Mr.
Saez and the rest of the board remain
locked out of their offices, pending
the Chancellor’s appeal of
judge’s decision.

Dr. Crew’s aide, Harry Spence

; said that, in the event of Mr. Saez's
i re-election, the Chancellor was hop-

ing to test a new state law, signed by
Gov. George E. Pataki in April, that
would allow him to wait up to a year
before seating the newly elected
members of boards under suspen-
sion. The new boards are t0-assume
office .in July. The law is being re-
viewed by officials at the Justice
-Department to determine whether it

‘| violates the Voting Rights Act.

Three weeks after the elections,
the Board of Elections has released
results in Districts 2 through § in

Manhattan; 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12 in the -

Bronx; 32 in Brooklyn; 24 and 26 in
Queens, and 31 on Staten lsland. -

the

In District 8 in the Bronx, two
parents from Hunts Point, Edith Co-
lon and Anna Calderon. won first-

 time seats on a- board that, they

contend, has favored the more pros-
perous neighborhood of Throgs
Neck. In District 1 on the Lower East
Side, four candidates backed by Mr.
Silver’s political club won seats, and
a stronger voice, on a board that the
club had controlled for decades, but
later lost.

And in District 5 in Harlem, a slate
of candidates who ran as progres-
sives took control of the board. The
slate was headed by incumbents Re-

. gina L. Smith and Sandra Rivers,
. who have spent a frustrating three
. years on the losing end of votes
{ against a majority headed by Wyn-
- ola Glenn, who has served on the

board since 1976 and was also re-
elected.
The .opposition slate had accused

‘Ms. Glenn and her supporters of
spending more time doling out jobs -

to friends and relatives than improv-
ing performance in a district. that
has 5 of the 18 schools on the state’s
failing schools list. :

1f
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Anne Arundel Studies Ways to Tie Teacher

Ratings to Student Performance

By Deirdre M. Childress

Wisnngran Post Sraff Writer

‘Just as great teachers leave an indelible
mark on their pupils, so do poor ones, says
Tom Twombly, an Anne Arundel County
school board member.

.Recalling his childhood education in Do
ver, N.H., Twombly vividly remembers one
of his elementary school teachers who was
overwhelmed by her responsibilities to stu-
deats.

“I had a bad teacher in second and third
grade,” Twombly said. “It formed a real scar
. on me. [ was doing more teaching than being

taught. Those were years that put me be-
hind.” '
. Now, Twombly and the rest of the county
Board of Education are studying ways to
evaluate teachers based on student perfor-
mance, chipping away at what many educa-
tion critics have considered systems of virtu-
al tenure in the nation’s public schoois.

“We can no longer dance the lemons
around, sprinkle the lemons by moving them
around the school system,” Twombly said,
referring to the practice of transferring the
‘poorest teachers within the school system.

“We have to iook at the issue of accountabili-
ty and [public] confidence.”

The Anne Arundel board's demand t'or A

tougher measures of teacher performance
comes as school systems in the Washington
area are trying to weed out weak educators,
and as state education officials are pushing
for higher standards for education generally.
A committee of teachers and administrators
gave the board a report this month suggest-
ing that student scores on standardized state
tests be used as one measure of a teacher’s

performance. But board members say they
want more measures and have asked school
system administrators to find additional ways
to link a proposed “teacher report card” to
student progress.

And at least one PTA official is asking why

‘educators don’ t add parent comments as

well,
But unions represenung teachers through-
out Maryland oppose linking teacher ratings

- to student learning hecause, they say, every

student does not enter the classroom  with
the same ability and support for learning.
The blame for failing students does not rest
solely with teachers, they say.

“You look at a situation like this, and why

would anyone teach in a place like Baltimore
City if evaluations were tied to student per-
formance?” said Bob Moore, an education re-
form specialist for the Maryland State
Teachers Association. “The playing fieid
would not be level for all teachers.™

D.C. School Superintendent Franklin L.
Smith and Virginia Superintendent William
C. Bosher Jr. have been interested in tying
teacher evaluations to student performance,
but politically powerful teachers unions
have expressed concerns and outright oppo-
sition.

District parents have been stymied for
years in their efforts to get tougher evalua-
tions of their teachers, many of whom have
long held tenure. Smith is working with
teacher representatives to develop a “union-
friendly” evaluation tool that would include
measures of student progress, said Beverly
Lofton, spokeswoman for the District
schoals.

“Even when the board does [Smith's) eval-
uation, it is based on student achievement,
and he said accountability does not stop with
him,” Lofton said. “Tt goes down to the front

. lines to the people working in the class-

room.”

More. ..




ANNE ARUNDEL, continued...

Bosher floated the idea in Virginia last fall,
but despite some interest from the state
Board of Education, he never submitted it as
a formal proposal, said Margaret Roberts, di-
rector of community relations. The idea met
criticism from groups such as the Virginia
Education Association, which represents
52.000 teachers.

[f Anne Arundel did add student scores to |

‘the measures of teacher performance, the
county would be going further than state ed-
ucation offictals. The state overhauled its
regulations for teacher evaluations in June
1994 after a debate that pitted the state
Board of Education against the 45,000-mem-
ber Maryland teachers union.

Maryland officials adopted regulations that

for the first time tied teachers’ license re- -

newals to their performance evaluations..
The state board also cut the period for
~ teacher recertification from 10 to five years
and required that teachers show satisfactory
evaluations from local school systems for
three of those five years, The regulations be-

came effective in January 1995, and it will be |

1998 before the’ initial outcome can be re-
viewed by state officials, said Rochelle Clem-

son-Ingram, assistant state superintendént
for certification and accreditation.

In Anne Arundel, John Kurpjuweit, pr.esx-
dent of the local teachers union, said ifw
creased links to student progress such ‘aé

looking at grades would be unfair becauge -

the learning environment is unequal ewen
within the same school system, He compared
Van Bokkelen Elementary School, which is

on the state’s list of {ailing schools, with b~

pley's Choice, often called the county’s only
pmate public school because of its affluémt
neighborhood,

“People say if a kid can’t pass a test, ;t is
the fault of the teacher, but there is a lot
more that goes into that,” Kurpjuweit said. -

Parents probably would support a stron;
ger link between teacher evaluations and
student progress if an equitable measure
could be found, said Rita Lowman, presidefit
of the county Council of PTAs. She said such
links also might pinpoint students who ae
- being promoted before they are ready. .

“1 think they have to be accountable in
some respects because it is their uitimate re-
sponsibility to make sure Johnny can read at-
the level they say,” Lowman said.

‘Washin@ton Pdst, May 30,

New Roundtable Chairman

» The incoming president qf '

George Mason University has”
agreed to serve as chairman of
the Northern Virginia Round-’
table, a group formed three years -
ago to bolster the influence of.,

school and business leaders who.,
want more state money sent tq .

the region.

Alan' G. Merten, now dean ofn
Cornell University’s graduate-
business school, had expressed,
some reservations about leading.
the group after he was chosen ta_
replace outgoing GMU Pr&e:dent,

" -George W. Johnson in July. Buty

on Tuesday, after the group indie
cated it wanted him as chairman, .,
Merten said he would accept the.
post. -

As current chairman, Johnsou,
has been criticized for becormngy
too involved with state politices’
Some Roundtable members were:
taped during meetings suggestings
that the group should reward leg.:
islators who support its agenda.:
Cnitics, including Gov. George Al-,
len (R), have said university offi--
clals should not appear to be job=
bying. Merten has said he wants:
the group to hold some of it$:
meetings off-campus and to e
come less political. S

Roundtable members met+

Tuesday with 23 of the region's>
legislators on GMU’s Fairfaxs
County - campus to discuss theh™
legislative agenda for the coming”
year. The group also discussed its+

. intentions to have Merten swest

ceed Johnson as the Roundtable’s<
next chairman, Johnson said. ™~ °
Merten said he will attend the o

group’s next meeting, June 27, a8’

an observer. In the meantime, he ~
said, he is scheduled to meetjune
14 with Allen and his staff.
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At PG school, a justice is still demed

Thomas" uninvitation™ spurs council vote

By Lise Nevans
ang Scsan Ferrechio

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Prince George's County Schools
Superintendent Jerome Clark will
not reverse his decision to “un-
invite” Supreme Court Justice Cla-
rence Thomas from a graduation
program at a county school, de-
spite cries of censorship and intol-
erance, a spokesman said.

Mr. Clark withdrew an invita-

tion for Justice Thomas to speak
June 10 at the Thomas G. Pullen
Creative and Performing Arts
School in Landover, after some

. parents and the local school board
- member threatened to disrupt his

appearance.

Opponents said Justice Thomas
— the only black on the Supreme
Court and one of its more conser-

vative members — had no busi-
ness speaking at a school in a
mostly black area because his
court rulings have hurt blacks.
Faced with threats of a large
demonstration, Mr. Clark told Pul-
.len Principal Kathy Kurtz last
Thursday to rescind the invitation.
Christopher Cason, a spokesman

" for Mr. Clark, insisted yesterday

there were “no ideological under-
tones” to the decision.

But angry parents and elected
officials demanded that Justice
Thomas be invited back.

“We showed an incredible
amount of disrespect and we
looked like fools,” school board
Chairman Marcy Canavan said
yesterday.

“You're talking about one of the

.. most powerful men in the coun-
try not being allowed to speak
here.” she said. “This is not some
guy off the street with an agenda,

. this is a Supreme Court justice.”

|

Mrs. Canavan said she plans to
write a letter of apology, and the
Prince George's County Council
voted 6-2 yesterday, with one
abstention, to either apologize or
invite Justice Thomas to speak
elsewhere in the county.

Council member Audrey Scott,
Bowie Republican, called Mr
Clark's decision to withdraw Jus-
tice Thomas' invitation "the epit-
ome of intolerance and bigotry”

Mr. Clark pulled the invitation
at the insistence of school board
member Kenneth E. Johnson, who
told The Washington Post that
“there’s no place anywhere in my

- district for Clarence Thomas.”

The Pullen PTA extended the in-
vitation nearly a year ago, after
Justice Thomas spent.1': hours
with 40 of the school's eighth-
graders during a tour of the Su-
preme Court.

“He motivated the kids about
staying in school. staying off drugs
—. messages kids really need to
hear in this day and age,” said
Mary Modderman, president of
Pullen's PTA. “The parents on the
trip were so impressed when we
came back, we said, 'This is the
man we want to have speak at our
graduation. ”

- With the permission of the PTA's

executive board and the school ad-
ministration, Mrs. Modderman
wrote Justice Thomas, who ac-
cepted readily, she said.

When the superintendent or-
dered Pullen's principal to with-
draw the invitation, Mrs. Mod-

dermgn said, Justice Thomas
“graciously” agreed to back out.

But the PTA still wants him to

speak, she said.

* “We feel very saddened the
adults in this community have
tried to steal this away from the
kids, taking an awards ceremony
for children and putting a political

agenda to it,” she said.
. . Mr. Clark was concerned only
for the students’ graduation and
awards program, Mr. Cason said..
“He wanted to protect the kids
from having their awards pro-
gram marred by a demonstration.
These kids probably wouldn't have
remembered their awards pro-
gram, but would have remem-

_ bered the pickets,” he said.

Largo High School and Potornac
High School, which offer jaw and
public policy career courses,
might make “the perfect venue”
for Justice Thomas 10 talk to stu-
dents about legal theory, Mr. Cason
said. Mr. Clark will discuss that

possibility with the school board.

Mr Clark did not respond 1o a
request for an interview, Mrs.
Kurtz's office referred calls to the
superintendent’s office.

Justice Thomas’ secretary said
he would have no comment on the’
scrubbed appearance.

Mr. Johnson- could not be

.reached vesterday But even his
_ supporters on the school board

said banning Justice Thomas
probably went too far.

“1 supported the idea that the
invitation not be offered in the
first place,” school board member
Alvin Thornton said. "What I'm
against is [Justice Thomas’']
access to our children in a context
where there is the absence of com-
peting information about what he
represents.”’

But Mr. Thornton, a political sci-
ence professor at Howard Univer-
sity, said he would not have de- -
manded that Justice Thomas'

" speech be canceled if a school in

his district had issued the invua-
tion. ‘
The school system has no offi-

" cial policy on graduation or guest

speakers in general — and the
school board is not likely to start
one now, Mrs. Canavan said. Past
speakers have spanned the spec-
trum from President Reagan 1o
President Clinton to numerous
members of Congress.

“I'm chairman of the Board of
Education, not the Board of Cen-
sorship.” Mrs. Canavan said.

Pullen is a “magnet” school for
performing arts, with 826 students
in kindergarten through eighth
grade. The program is designed to
draw white students to the pre-
dominantly black neighborhood in
an effort to racially mtegrate the

s¢ hool.

More. ..




'A JUSTICE DENIED, continued...

~ Some parents and observers
said they were angry or embar-
rassed by the treatment of Justice
Thomas and questioned whether
one school board member should
be able to vero a speaker. ’

“If a member of the school
board has gone solo, 1t's an abuse

of office to be that high-handed,”.

said James Lipovsky, who has
three children at Pullen, including
one who will graduate in June.
The county chapter of the Na-
tional "Association for the Ad-

‘vancement of Colored People has

not taken a position on the issue,
but chapter President Hardy
Jones said he did not “know any
one person in the county who has
the authority to uninvite some-
one” ’ .
“Justice. Thomas is a national
figure. I'm not always in step with
his views, especially on affirm-
ative action, but this is not the way
to deal with those issues,” said Mr.
- Jones.
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Ihtemet Access Weaves a Tangled Web for Schools

By Victoria Benning
Wasnington Pest Statf Wrnter

At Hylton High School in Woodbridge, as-
tronoroy students come in at 6 a.m. to link up
by computer with a telescope in Pasadena,
Calif. They order the telescope to take pictures
of stars and galaxies that they then post on the
World Wide Web, where they can be seen by
students and scientists all over the world.

“Two or three years ago, we would have just
sat down in class, the teacher would have
passed out a lab [exercise]|, we'd do it, review
our notes and then take a test,” said Dennie
Boice, a senior at Hyiton.

“The Web makes astronomy more tangible.

We can actually see the things we're studying.

~ We can get on the Web and get the most up-to-

date information,” said Boice, who designed his
class's Web page.

The explosive growth of the World Wide
Web—where many thousands of computer
sites offer lesson plans, projects and other in-
formation that can be used in schoois—is
changing the classroom experience for comput-
er-savvy teachers and their students.

But that shift is far from universal. Educators
and technical specialists say the big problem
schools now face is figuring out how to make
use of the overwhelming amount of information

-available by computer. And few teachers have
the time, skills or training to take advantage of
the technology, educators say.

Washington area school systems are spending
millions of dollars to wire classrooms and get their
districts on-tine, but officials acknowledge that a rel-
atively small amount of money 15 being nvested in
training teachers. Schools say their priority is to get
the equipment, which doesn't leave much money
for training in tight budgetary times. :

- Complicating the issue is the uneven distribution
of hardware and equipment. Some schools have
computers in every classroom while others have
oty a handful used mostly as word processors.
“Education is stll in the industrial age, while the
rest of the world is in the nformation age, We have

all this technology and nobody knows what to do
with it,” said John Wilkinson, an instructional psy-
chologist with JDL Technologies, a Minnesota-
based company working to help teachers use the

- Web and other computer technology.

Every Washington area school district is pro-

‘viding some computer training for teachers, but

it varies greatly and often depends on teachers
taking the initiative.

In classes with Internet access, Web use of-
ten is limited to teachers directing students to

search for information on a topic—using the

Web as a kind of encyclopedia.

That can be a frustrating and tedious exer-
cise. Say, for example, that a student is looking
for information about dolphins for a report. A
search for all Web sites that include the word
“dolphins” brings up everything from recipes
for mahi-mahi to information about the National
Football League’s Miami Dolphins.

But teachers who have gone beyond such ba-
sics say the Web has made a tremendous differ-
ence, both in the way their students learn and
in their enthusiasm for school.

“It really expands the walls of our classroom,”
said Andrea Cobb, who teaches advanced biology
and honors chemistry at Chantilly High School in
Fairfax County. Her students have visited a “Ju-
rassic Park” site to study evolution, used periodic
tables at the University of California at Berkeley

. to study chemical reactions, and studied samples

from Northemn Virginia's deciduous forests—all
via the Web.

Students such as Hylton senior Lora Steven-
son echo Cobb’s enthusiasm.

“It makes things more real,” Stevenson said,
“We're not just studying what the sun is made
of or how things interact with each other; we
can actyally see how these things work.”

Teachers say the Web can be used to teach stu-
dents at all levels. Fourth-graders at Aldie Elemen-
tary School in Loudoun County collected water

~ samples and typed in mformation for analysis by sci-

entists in the Florida Keys as part of a Web project
sponsored by the National Science Foundation.
Although science seems to be the most popular
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Internet subject, mainly because of the wealth of
government and university mformation available,
there are many Web sites for other subjects.

Government classes, for exampie, followed news
of the Republican presidential primaries and caucus-
es on the Internet. Geography students can find the
most up-to-date maps of places such as the former
Soviet Union and the former Cazechoslovakia. A
Prince William County English class studying Beo-
wulf found pictures of the original parchment manu»
script on a museurmn Web site.

“It breaks down barriers; it totally empowers stu-
dents,” said Nancy Carey, a technology specialist
for Montgomery County schools. “We now have

-students coming in before school, coming i over

their lunch hour, staying after school, to work on
the computer—students you wouldn’t expect to put
50 much extra time into thewr schoolwork.”

One obstacle to more teachers integrating
the Web into their curriculums is the sheer voi-
ume of wnformation available—all with little or
no quality control. Anyone with a computer and
a modem can post information on the Web.

“H you asked teachers with Internet access a
year ago about what's out there, they would have
said there isn't enough. There’s been a mass prolif-
eration since then. . ., Unfortunately, there really
is a ghut of mediocre content on-iine,” said Andy
Carvin, new-project officer at the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting and moderator of an oo-iine ed-
ucation discussion group.

Some Web sites offer teachers guidance. Profes
sional magazines and organizations such as the Na-
tional Education Association also are trying tc
screen and catalogue Web information for teachers.
For the most part, however, teachers are learning
through word of mouth and trial and ervor.

“It’s getting to a point where there is so mudt

" out there that teachers are coming on-lne and get

ting overwhelmed,” Carvin said. “Unt] &t become:
mare focused, until we have things like annotatex
Web directories, it's still going to be a very anarchi -
cal and confusing environment, The 80, percent o
teachers who don’t have the time, interest of know
how are not going to bother.”



By Jamie Stiehm

When Senite Majoriny Leader Bob Dole
{R-Kan.1 is either in the White House or
nursing wounds in his Watergate home,
three of his departing Senate colleagues
will be leading the leisurelv academic life.

In the spring semester ot 1997, Sen.
Paul Simon (D-Hl.} is going to teach at
Southern Hlinois University: Sen. David
Prvor (D-Ark.) 1s going back to a post at
his alma mater. the University of
Arkansas: and in an unusual twist, Sen.
Alan Simpson {R-Wvo.) will be avisiting
professor at the Kennedy School of
Governmentat Harvard Universiny,

AtSimpson'’s farewell “roast” dinner last -
week. his old friend and ideological adver-
sarv, Sen. Edward Kennedv {D-Mass.)
Jokcc “We're lookmgtorv.ard to civilizing
that cowbov in Massachusetts.” at the grad-
ate school named for his late brother.

F'll be teaching them 2 few things.”
Sxmpson said in an interview, descnbing

"plans for his course. “The Creating of -

Legislation: Congress and the Press.” The
Wvoming senator added. “I'll be talking
about stuff they never read about in text-
books: How to reach across the aisle, how
to keep the president in vour own party
from vetoing a bill, how to scratch and
claw.”

Most important of the messages he wants
o umpm to voung minds, said Simpson, is
to "tell them our line of work isnota profes—

sion 1o be scoffed at It'snot good enough o

sitand bitch. Anv damn fool can be a critic.”
Simpson said his January to June stay at
the Joan Shorenstein Center, directed by
Marvin Kalb. will be a "wonderful transi-
tion” for him and his wife Ann after 18
.vears in \\’ashington. She will take art
courses and the couple will live in one of
Harvard's undergraduate student hous-
es, where they were asked to take at least
one meal a week with students. "I said,
hell, we'll take more than that, because
e love voung people,” said Simpson.
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Ah, the academic life after the Senate:
Simon, Pryor, Snnpson to go back to school

“They Il be thé brightest. sharpest kids I'll
ever meet. Also the most privileged.”

Simpson has already prepared a 17

page outline and reading list that in-
cludes his own book on the First
Amendment, due out in the fall. But he
savs it is far.from academic theorv. "I'm
notawonk, I'm a doer.” said the senator,
who has crossed swords with the press at
several points in his colorful career. most
memorably during the Clarence Thomas
confirmation hearing in 1991.

While the Simpsons will live in a new’

emvironment. Simon and his wife [eanne
will be returning - home to Makanda, 15
miles away from the newly named Simon
Public Policv Institute at Southern [ifinois
University in Carbondale.

" “Some people have the misimpression
that he was a professor before coming to
the Senate,” said his press secretary Davd

Carle, perhaps because of Simon's bow-
tie. horn-rimmed glasses and generally *

bookish appearance.

“In fact, Simon was a small-town newspa- .

per editor and publisher before entering
politics. One course he will teach next
spring is on nonfiction writing, and the
other is on the legislative process. Simon,
the author of 16 books, will also compkfte

his next book and continue townite onis-

sues important to him, such as television
violence.

Good politicians and professors both
have “a bit of the ham” in themn, observed

.and  Public

Simon. "Fenjoy the give and ke with stu-
denw,” he added.
* Prvoris going back to Arkansas. but the

" university town of Faveueville is not his

hometown. After he teaches for one se-
mester, he and his wife Barbara will re-
turn to Litle Rock.

"1 will be the beneficiary of this experi-
ence,” said Prvor. “1 will learn a lot more
from students than thev will from me.” As
a Fulbnght Distinguished Fellow of Law
Affairs, the Arkansan
Democrat will give a roving series of lec-
tures to political science, business and
journalism students.

Referring to himself modestlv as a “sub-
sutute” teacher. Prvor said he will not give
grades or tests, but might hold office hours
once in a while. "And if no one shows up. |
can go to the creek and go fishing,” he said.

Both he and Simon plan to steer clear of
academic politics. which thev fear could r-
val the Senate in minutia and intrigue.

One of Simon's conditions for joining the

institute was not having to serve on anv fac-
ulty committees. “You can waste an awful
lot of ime deciding whether to have peas
or carrots for lunch.” said Simon.

Like Simon, Pryor edited and published
asmall newspaper before running for of-
fice. Discussing their future academic
phase between Senate votes last week,
Pryor told Simon about a class exercise
idea: analyzing the front page of The New
York Times.
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‘What this year’s graduates know

| By Daniel J. Flynn

n the upcoming weeks, acade-
Imna‘s elite Ivy League institu-

tions will hold graduation cere-
monies and send the Class of 1996
off into the real world.

If past performance is a good
indicator of future results, these stu-
dents will have a disproportionate-
Iy large influence in
government, higher
- education, the media
and other institutions
that shape our s50¢1-
ety. It is because
these students will |
hold such power in
molding public opin-
ion and formulating
governmental policy
that it is important to_
investigate the ideas
they will be taking
with them from the
academy on com-
mencement day.’ }

At best, today’s students are por-
trayed as apathetic and lazy, and at
worst as filling their heads with friv-
olous ideas. The proliferation of

courses with titles sounding move
like pornographic movies than aca-
demic seminars — Yale's “Drag

" Queens, Transsexuals and Queers:

Anthropological Approaches.”

Brown’s “Unnatural Acts,” Penn's
“Female Power and Male Domi-
nance' - hasn't helped to erase this
stereotype.

The demise of the core curricu-

i

lum and the ascendancy of “victim
studies” - courses which address
the grievances of women, minori-
ties, homosexuals, the poor and any
other group that may have been
slighted in history — has left many

~wondering the extent to which stu-
dents now receive a watered down,

and ideologically laced education.

Critics charge that these courses

almost always give a one-sided pre- -

sentation and are often character-
ized by the propagation of bizarre
theories and historical untruths. A
concept advanced in the field of
women’s studies holds that intuition
and feeling are women’s “ways of
knowing,” while logic and reason are
men’s “ways of knowing.” A number
of African-American studies cours-
es trumpet the idea that Ancient
Egypt was a “black” civilization.
These are just two examples among
many why these areas of study are
found to be so objectionable.

While it may be the case that
overzealous faculty have attempted
10 forced feed young people ideo-
logical themes in the classroom, are
students all that willing to sacrifice
their education by enrolling in vac-
uous courses?

Evidence that the growth of “vic-
tim studies” is a supply-side driven
phenomena is illustrated by con-
trasting the small amount of student

interest in such topics. with the
enormous amount of classes offered

" by professors in African-American

studies, women’s studies, and now.
even gay and lesbian studies.
Exemplifying this trend is that,
with the exception of Princeton,
every vy League school now offers
undergraduates more courses in

women's studies than in economics.
This, even as graduating seniors
who majored in women’s studies
will be outnumbered by those earn-
ing degrees in economics at com-
mencement ceremonies by more
than 28 to 1 at Yale, 23 to | at Penn
and 10 to 1 at Cornell. '

At Harvard, where women'’s stud-
ies is the primary concentration of
only 13 students (less than one-third
of 1 percent of all who have declared
majors), there are a whopping 63
undergraduate classes listed under
the program in the university's
“Courses of Instruction” student
handbook. The 18 students major-
ing in African-American studies can
pick from over 60 courses. In con-
trast, there are 540 students who
have opted for economics as their

major, yet only 52 courses are
offered primarily to undergradu-
ates in the subject.

Students, who presumably realize
‘that they will have to earn a job and

become contributing members of

society after graduation, choose
their courses with the rules that

- govern the real world in mind. If

mankind is in need of experts in the
disciplines of economics. bio-med-
ical science or government, stu-
dents generally meet that demand
by concentrating on those fields of

More. ..

26.

"



WHAT GRADUATES KNOW, continued...

study. Conversely, if the job market
dictates that the only occupatons
available to students focusing on
“victim studies” is to remain in
academia to teach maity of the same

‘asses they enrolled in as under-
<raduates, then the demand for such

fields will be minimal. R
Professors, on the other hand, live
in a sheltered world that is not gov-
ernad by the rules which apply
evervwhere else. Despite almost no
demand from students, professors
conunue to offer up a steady stream
of ideological drivel in such courses
as Columbia’s “Race, Gender, and
the Politics of Rock '’ Roll,” Dart-

mouth’s “Deconstructing Geénder -

Identity” and Cornell’s *“Housing and -
Feeding the Homeless,” which
stresses “commurity volunteerism.”
The much maligned Generation X
should be cheered for its commit-
ment 1o traditional scholarly pur-
suits. Baby-boom faculty and admin-

" i{strators, who are entrusted with

educating today’s crop of students,
have a lot tolearn from their students.

i Daniel J. Flynn serves as pro-
. gram officer of Young America’s

Foundation. .
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A few vears ago. Murk Lewis gave up
his jub working for the Library of Congress
and writing Middle East history books 1o
pursue what he calls his "burning desire”
16 help disadvantaged Kids. His energy,
devotion and commitment permeate his
third grade classroom at Washington's in
ner-city Garrison Elementary School. 5ays
colleague Dori Wiison, "Mark is our Mr.
Holland.” of opus fame in the movie.

Mr. Lewis has a secrel weapon: A num-
ber of his students participate in a special
program called Elementary Baseball.
which organizes a student baseball league

Politics & People
By Albert R. Hunt

“and also includes teaching tools. like using

the locations of major league baseball
teams to teach third graders -about geog-
raphy. The program was put together by
another Mr. Holland-type character, John
McCarthy. a former minor league plaver
who combined his two abiding passions in
life. baseball and disadvantaged kids.

For 90 kids at Garrison Elementary

school—about 90% of whom live below the

poverty level and without a father—Ele-
mentary Baseball is more than just a sport
in this recreation-starved city. It also in-
cludes tutoring programs with high school
seniors and special mentoring by judges
from the D.C. Superior Court. The tutors
wirk with the children on reading and
writing weekly for the full school year,
while the judges attend their games and
take them on field trips to the Smithsonian
ar the Chesapeake Bay. places they would
otherwise only dream of going.

Mr. McCarthy scraped up financial help

from the courts and local businesses, but .

the Elementary Baseball program has ex-
panded and flourished this year because of
a 350,000 grant [rom the Justice Depart-

ment’s Office of Juvenile Justice. Republi-
cans who love to ridicule feel-good pro-
grams —remember the derision two vears
ago over midnight basketball—ought to
talk to William Motley and Terrence Col-
lier. They are third graders in Mr. Lewis’s
class who only a year ago barely could
read, but who recently scored over 0% on
their standardized tests; their enthusiasm
for schoolwork is rivaled only by their ar-
dor for baseball. This is a terrific invest-
ment for taxpayers. .

[t's also & microcosm of the agenda of
this weekend's Stand for Children march
on Washington to demonstrate for kids'

causes. The march is being supported by .

3.000 organizations. including the Girl
Scouts, the American Academy of Pedia-
tricians, Catholic Charities and some six
dozen Junior League chapters.

The organizer is Marian Wright Edel-
man, who heads the Children's Defense
Fund. the leading advocacy organization
for children in America. Critics complain
that she’s an out-of-style liberal and ar-
rogant. But Ms. Edelman’s passion and
knowledge about what ails kids in Amer-
ica transcends the easy criticism of her.
She rattles off data the way nine-year-
olds cite baseball statistics—~three chil-
dren die every day from abuse or neglect,
every 32 seconds a baby in the US. is
born into poverty, and America, the
wealthiest land in the world, ranks only

~16th in living standards for our poorest

children. The Saturday event, she hopes,
will be a launching pad for greater com-

. mitment to helping children.

Kristin Moore, executive director of
Child Trends, a research orgahization,
reports that real progress has been made
for the core needs of many children: ed-
ucation, health and housing. But for at-
risk kids, disproportionately minorities,
things have gotten worse. The percent-
age of children living in extreme poverty
has doubled since 1975. :

Politicians of all stripes give lip service

P-15 |
A Much Needed Rally for Children

to children’s interests but the simple fact
is kids don't vote. Thirty vears ago liber-
als. with knee-jerk fear of racism. rejected
Daniel Patrick Movnihan's  prophetic
warning about the breakdown uf the biack
family. Thus for vears thev ignored the
fundamental problem—the black illegiti-
macy rate has soared to almost 707 from
25% during that span~and ceded the cul-

. tural and values issues for decades.
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Many liberals also refuse to acknowl-
edge that you can't help kids without
making politicaily difficuit choices. Over

-the past guarter century the number of

children living in poverty has risen ap-
preciably but the number of elderly in
poverty has been cut in half—mainly be-
cause of government. A lot more is spent
supporting the elderly and those prlen
ties ought to be altered.

When it comes to children conserva-
tives are worse. House Republicans last
year constantly talked about the “future of
our children” in defending their rolibacks
of social services and tax cuts. Precious
few of these kids at Garrison Elementary
School would have benefited from any-
thing in the GOP Contract With America.
and many of their families would hive

More. . -
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Rally forChildren» ‘continued. ..

been hurt by the proposed cutbacks in wel-
fare. Medicaid. the earned income tax
credit, and nuotritional programs.

And the push to turn most of these so-
cial services over (o the states is ominous
for children’'s interests. Some states do
serve children's interests well; under Re-
publican Gov. George Voinovich more
than 70 of the kids in Ohio participate in

Head Start, almost double the national ay- -

erage. But there are more failures. Today.
17 states are under court order to improve
inadequate child protective services. }

The simple truth, as Ms. Edelman re-

minds anyone who will listen, is that there -

‘are so many children with so'many prob-
lems that helping them requires much
greater efforts by corporations, charities,
churches, state and local governments as
well as the federal government,

It also’ requires desperately needed
role models. The other day at Garrison
Elementary young Terrence Collier's tu-
tor from last year, Teddy Sullivan. a
freshman at Duke University and, hase-
ball pitcher there, came back to see him.
Terrence says the Elementary Basebal!
program not only taught him how to play.
“but also taught me how to read.” What

does he want to do when he grows up’.

“Play baseball for Duke.”

A few days earlier. Eugene N. Hamil-
ton. chief judge of the D.C. Superior
Court. umpired third base at one of the Ei-
ementary Baseball games. "All we're try-
ing .to do is give these kids what most
other kids get at home,” he explained be-
tween innings. John McCarthy has a sim-

ple answer when asked how he. deter- -

mines the success of the program: “If our

‘players-come back as fathers and mothers

and coaches some day to help other kids,

we will have succeeded.” To help the |

tragic plight of too many children in

- America we need considerably more re-

sources;. we also need lots of people to
leave the Lincoln Memorial with the com-
mitment of a John McCarthy. -
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The Commg Phonlcs Revolution

8y CAL THOMAS

HEN CALIFORNIA instituted the “whole-
language” approach to reading nearly a
decade ago. it abandoned a tested and pro-
ven method — phonics — in favor of one
that has children guessing at words and
inventing their own spelling and grammar.

‘Whole language quickly spread to virtually every public
school. Attempts to restore phonics were rebuffed by the
teachers’ union and educational * ‘experts, " who claimed
the new way was better.

The results of this new approach are now in. Standard-
ized tests in California placed that
state's public school children in a
tie for last with Louisiana as the
worst readers among 39 states
tested. Now, California public
schools are beating a hasty retreat
from the whole-language approach
— word recognition taught by asso-
ciating words and pictures — and
re-embracing phonics, which tea-
ches children to string consonant
‘and vowel sounds together.

Because California set the na- CAL THOMAS
tional whole-language trend and is now abandoning it,
other states and cities are following suit. The Houston
{Texas) Independent School District (HISD), seventh-
largest in the nation, 1ssued a report by scholars and citi-
zens (under the Ieadershxp of honorary chairman former
first lady Barbara Bush) that demanded a return to sys-
tematic phonics.

Citing a study funded by the Natlonal Institutes of
Health, researcher Barbara Foorman, head of the HISD
Reading Committee, said. "What was found was that the
more explicit the instruction in phonics, the greater the
growth and outcomes in reading. Specifically, even
though children started the school year at the same low
levels of phonological and word reading skills, by the end
of the year the children receiving direct instruction with
phonics were at the 42nd percentile on a standardized test
of reading, whereas children receiving an embedded (inci-
dental) phonics approach were at the 23rd percentile (if
the teachers were trained by the researchers) or at the

21st percentlle (if the teachers were trained by the dis--

trict).”
Jack Pikulski, president-elect of the International
Reading Association and a professor of education at the

University of Delaware. believes “phonics is a necessary
part of a'balanced reading program. ’I"here is plenty of evx»
dence that phonics can get children off to a good start.”

There’s also plenty of evidence that teaching chiidren
to read earlier and better is only part of the solution to
failing public schools. Columnist William Raspberry
wrote, “The schools are dreadful because teachers are ill-
trained or afraid to exert discipline. or because the
schools are cheerless, underfunded and unsafe.”

I would take issue only with his assertion that schools
are underfunded. The Opportunities Committee of the

~U.S. House of Representatives reports there are 720 feder-

al programs identified as “funding education” at an annu-
al cost of $120 billion. The total cost of educauon in
America exceeds $474 billion. .

“Public schools.” noted Raspberry, “are becoming the
educational counterfeit of public hospitals: supported by
taxpayers who will use them only as a last desperate re-
sort.”

Last week, GOP Presidential candidate Bob Dole said,
“Instead of instilling hope and discipline, too often our
schools breed resentment, despair and mediocrity. Our
schools are teaching recycling and AIDS prevention, but
our kids can't add and too often aren't allowed to pray.”

Education reform is one issue Dole can make his own.
President Clinton is beholden to the National Education
Association, though he sends his daughter to a private
school. For starters, Dole should recruit the first ladies of
several states, such as Mary Lord Beasley of South Caroli-
na. Susan Allen of Virginia and Laura Bush of Texas, to
help him endorse a return to systematic phonics in every
state.

Dole should also press Clinton on school choice. If par-
ents could direct where they want their children educated
— in government or in private schools — such competi-

tion would lift all educational boats. Now. the schools

function as the phone company used to: as a monopoly
that benefits the education lobby and allows schools to
exert political influence. They have failed America's chil-
dren and their taxpaying parents.

Improving the reading skills of children will help them
do better in every subject. Granting parental choice will
improve their minds and spirits. The NEA is for choice on
abortion. Why isn't it for choice for those fortunate
enough to have been born and for their parents? It is be-
cause the NEA wishes to reproduce its own worldview —
and the only way it can do this is to keep most children
trapped in a system even the moderately liberal William
Raspberry calls “dreadful.”

£
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BY JOHN LEO

Miss Piggy was a smarter choice

ermit the Frog won an honorary degree from
Kbmsthampwn College the other day. a “doctorate

of amphibious letters.” Apparently the first non-
mammal to carn a degree on Long Island. Kermit was nice
enough to deliver the kevnote address, most ot 1t in his
tamibiar rat-a-tatcomedic style. (" Don't let my spindly little
arms fool vou. | cun slam- Jdunk one mean basketball.™) Not
to give away any trade secrets. but muppeteer Steve Whit-
mire was scrunched down inside a specially constructed
podium. while a miniversion of the college’s academic robes
was draped over his green and froggy hand.

A hundred or more students threatened to turn their
back on the "Sesame Street” star 1o show their dlspleasure
with the college's publicity stunt. [t isn't easv being green,
At the last minute the rebellion faded. though a fair
amount of muttering occurred.

After five vears of hard work. 77

said. Samantha Chie. a marine '

hiology major. “now we have a
- sock talking at our commence-

ment. It's kind of upsetting.”

Over at Montclair State. hon-
orary degreeswent to Bruce Wil-
fis und Yogi Berra. Showing a
grasp of popular culture. Mont-
clair Stute President {rvin Reid”
said school lovalties ~die hard”
tor Willis. whose life reads like
Tpulp fiction.” (We. get it}
Berru. who never went to college
or high school. once again cast
himself in his famiiiar role of
Mr. Dim. Festooned in cap and
zown, he read a series of Yo-
arisms. all originally concocted
and polished to make him seem
as stupid as possible. Among
those he read:"When vou come
to the fork in the road. take it.”
and a mangled version of his
well-known one-liner. "Nobody .
goes o that restaurant any more: it's too crowded.”

That's entertainment. Weilcome to the modern com-
mencement ceremony. where colleges strive to close the
gap hetween educuation and entertainment by spraying out
degrees to any recognizable performer.

JAmong those who won degrees this vear are Arnold
Schwurzenegger (University of Wisconsin at Superior).

Donald O'Connor !Chapmdn University) and Bill Cosby.
. Cosbyv. who carned a Ph.D. in education. also has a num-_ |~
her of honorary dégrees and he added at least three this. |
spring. Comedians usually do very well. In past vears.

honorees included Jerry Seinfeld (Queens Collége).
Chevv Chase {Bard). Dan Avkrovd (Carleton). Da Fonz

tHenry Winkler. Emerson) and Jackie Mason. who re- -

ceived a degree from Oxford. Go figure..

Anyone attending a graduation these davs must pre- .
pare for the perplexing sight of academic robes being

Colleges né .Zongé;; show much
ability to resist celebrity culture.

placed on the shoulders of who-is-he-again”? minor char-
acters from sitcoms and other TV shows, This is indeed a
strange phenomenon. but there is a reason. Many stu-

- dents are delighted to see their TV friends right there on

campus. Many administrations are delighted because any
kind of celebrity will create buzz. If the big stars can't be
bothered. or if thev demand huge appearance fees to
come get a degree. it's smart-to go with lesser lights.

The granting of honorary degrees is an odd business at
best. it's supposed 1o be done to recognize intellectual
excellence. but variety is important on an honors list.

‘Does it matter much that Barbra Stresand is now Dr.

Streisand thanks to Brandeis University or that Captain
Kangaroo {riding the nostalgia-boom) is one of our lead-
ing collectors of such degrees, with 187 .
e - Probably not much. Finding
_—"'—“W 2.500 commencement speakers
every vear is a daunting job. Of-
ten a degree has to be dangled to
attract a well-known speaker,
and graduates pay so little atten-
tion to commencement talks
that few will care {or remember)
whether the speaker was Moth-
“er Teresa or Bullwinkle. Bill
Buckley calls the commence-
ment speech “a kind of final ob-
stacle to their emancipation.”
~The form is so tired. the rhetoric
of vouth facing the future so ch-
ché ridden. that colleges might
be forgiven if thev 'mport a
Trekkie idol once in a while,
Still, it seems clear that col-
leges no longer show much abili-
ty to resist entertainment values
and the marketing power of the
celebrity culture. In this culture.
any Muppet can put a college on
the map in a way that most doc-
tors. scientists. la»wers or public
officials can't. This same procedure has invaded the curric-
ulum. too. Since colleges tend to be financially desperate.

consumer-driven places now. the curriculum is more enter-
“taining, more open to popuiar tastes and what students

already know and want to hear more about. Courses on

. Batman.comicstrips and TV shows are routine. Yale offers

one on " Troubadours and Rock Stars.” possibly covering
the career of Dr. Sting, a recent honorary degree winner.

Look for more honors to go 1o singers and sitcom charac-
ters. In the past few vears. degrees have gone to Cliff the
mailman from “Cheers” (Sacred Heart University). Scotty
the engineer from™ Star Trek ™ (Milwaukee School of Engi-
neering). George the fall guy from ~Seinfeld.” and this vear.
Vivian and Uncle Phil from “Fresh Prince of Bel Air”

- {Norfolk State, Virginia State) and Billy the hunk from

“Melrose Place.” Coming next May to a university near

vou: the former key grip from “Gilligan’s Isiand.” n
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Richard Cohen
Sorry,
‘Wrong
Ideology

The shunning of Clarence Thomas
continues apace. Supreme Court jus-
tice though he may be, highest-rank-
ing African American in the nation,
almost certain to remain influential

well into the next century (he's only -

47), he nevertheless cannot get ordi-
nary speaking gigs. Now he's even
been disinvited from an awards cere-
mony at a Prince George's County

 middle school, Children, it turns out,
must oot hear what Thomas has to
say. '

The invitation was originally ex-
tended when a group of kids from the
Thomas G. Pullen Creative and Per-
forming Arts School visited the Su-
preme Court last spring, and Thomas,

alone among the justices, asked them .

into his chambers. They found him
personable and friendly and willing,
once the matter was raised, to be
their awards day speaker. He had
everything they wanted, except, as it
happens, the proper ideology.

. “ldon't want him to have a forum in
Prince’ George's County,” said Ken-
neth Johnson, a member of the school
board. Johnson, who is black, demand-
ed of the school superintendent, who
is black, that Thomas (who is black)
be disinvited for, essentially, not be-
ing black enough. “There is no place
for Clarence Thomas anywhere in my
district,” Johnson said. What bhe
means, in effect, is that there is no
room for unpopular views.

For Thomas this is nothing oew,
(He graciously withdrew.) He has
been denounced by the conventional
black leadership in the most personal,
vituperative terms. The eminent ju-
rist A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. has

“Children, it turns
out, must not hear
what Clarence

‘Thomas has to say.”

said of Thomas that he exhibits “a

level of racial self-hatred which is

‘clinically observable.”

Joseph Lowery, the head of the
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, last year likened Thomas to
Benedict Arnold, Judas Iscariot and
“what Brutus was to Caesar: an assas-

sin.” Lowery told his audience, “We-
must pray for him,” but given what

was already said, not even prayer
could redeem such a man.
Thomas keeps such strange compa-

. ny (Judas, Arnold, Brutus} because he

opposes affirmative action in all its
forms. That means he has voted

against “black majority” voting dis-

tricts and minority set-asides. He

feels—and feels strongly—that dis- .

crimination in favor of blacks is still
discrimination by race, and he doesa’t
like it one bit. Such programs are
unconstitutional and, as luck would
have it, | happen to think he's right.

[ also happened to think that Thom-

as was not qualified for the Supreme

Court and that some of his decisions
have been downright bizarre. His con-
servatism is not to my taste, and for
too long he has been in the thrall of
Antonin Scala, for whom conserva-

tive is, really, an inadequate term.

5till, on matters dealing with race,
Thomas's is an important voice. It is
also an impassioned one. C

Thomas argues that affirmative ac-
tion' is demeaning to blacks and stig-
matizes them as needing heip—not

being good enough to make it on their -

own. He has spoken about his experi-
ence as one of the few blacks at Yale
Law School and the burden of being
falsely perceived as not being quite up
to par. ‘

He has talked, too, about the “cul-

ture of victimology” of which affirma-
tive action is an essential component, -

andhehas‘chidedthoseofhisfeﬂow

African Americans who are quick to
blame “the man” for what may be

- their own shortcomings. He extols his

own life story, In a compelling New
Yorker article last month, Jeffrey Ro-
sen quoted Thomas telling Tuskegee
students that he knows their fears: “]
was there. . .. I'm no brighter than
you all, and, except for being older, no
different.”

Thomas, of course, is different. His
ideology is hard-right and suggestive
of Booker T. Washington's. He has
been attacked as fawning-more
white than black and Republican
white to boot—but his arguments are
hardly nonsensical. In fact, a small but
impresstve group of black academi-
cians share his views, and their num-
bers-—and their influence—seem to
be growing. Thomas is vilified as an
Uncle Tom of yore, but he well may
be the wave of the future.

Whatever he may be, schoolkids
anywhere could benefit from hearing
him. In the first place, his personal
story is worth hearing. And second,
it's not as if his critics can claim such
success. The black inner city has
gone to hell in a handbasket while
Lowery & Co. have been leading the
African American community. If they
are so sure that their path is the
correct one, they shouid spend less
time vilifying Clarence Thomas and
more time engaging in a battle of
ideas.

As for the Prince George's County
school system, its first obligation is to
educate its students—not impose
deological conformity. The kids could
have benefited from hearing Thomas.
Now, though, they could benefit most
from at least ‘one new school board
member and a school superintendent .
with some guts.
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New Sense of Race Arises

Among Asian-Americans

By NORIMITSU ONISHI
{1 was on a late May afternoon

tn 1989, three months aiter he had
teft the Phulippines for New York

~ City, that Peter Bersamin says he

began to realize he was Asian.

Driving up to Cape Cod. he
stopped at a cottage with a sign
promising vacancies. But ‘when
AMr. Bersamin asked about a
room, the keeper looked at him,
told him no and closed the door.
*Before | got back to the car, |
knew 'it.”” he said. ""That was my
first experience with racial dis-
crimination and the beginning of
my awareness as being somebody
other than white.”

Until then, Mr. Bersamin had
identified himself only as Filipino.

But after meeting other Asian im-

migrants in Queens over the
years, the 30-year-old psycholo-

gist has come to feel less partof a .

national or ethnic group and more

part of a racial one. He now felt -

kinship for the Chinese, whom he
had regarded suspiciously in the
Philippines, and for the Japanese,
whom his father, a colonel during
World War I1, hated so much he
reflised to stop in Tokyo on a
trans-Pacific flight.

Even as anti‘immigrant senti-
ment attracts attention, including
comments hostile 10 immigrants
from Julia Harrison, the Council-
woman f{rom Flushing, Asian-
Americans are arriving at a
crossroad. A generation after
large numbers of Asian immi-
grants arrived here, many, like
Mr. Bersamin; say they have un-
dergone transformations in how
they think of themselves.

Many Asians still {eel a strong
sense- of - their separate ethnic
identities, and ethnic clubs still

MERGING IDENTITY
A special report.

flourish in some cities and coi-
leges. Yet the emerging racial
consciousness is giving birth to
many pan-Asian clubs, particu-
larly in Queens, lower Manhattan,
Los Angeles and San Francisco,
where only in the lasttwo decades
have Asians of different origins
begun to live together.

But if personal experiences and
social and political pressures are
instilling in Asian-Americans the
American sense of race, the con-
sequences are unclear. They in-
clude more interethnic and inter-
racial marriages.

Will members of the nation's

fastest-growing racial group iden-
tify themselves as Chinese-Amer-
icans or Filipino-Americans, the
way Italian-Americans or Irish-
Americans often designate them-
selves? With a nod to their ethnic
roots but their feet planted in the
mainstream? Or will they end up
defining themselves as Asian-
American, a term like black or
African-American, with its sug-
gestion of a separate race?

Talk of Asian-Americans as a -

distinct racial group grew out of
the civil rights movement. At the
University of California at Berke-
ley and at Los Angeles, students
and faculty members sought to
unify Japanese- and Chinese-
Americans, who had remained di-

vided since immigrating a centu- -
ry ago. But starting in.1965, with .

the repeal of laws that had sharp-
ly restricted immigration from

Asia since the [920’s, the number’

P. |

of Americans of Asian descent rose to a
critical mass, from one million in 1960 to
nine million today. - '

“Now you really have an emergence of
the second generation,” said Yen Le Espiri-
tu, a Vietnamese-born ethnic studies profes-
sor at the University of California at San
Diego. “They're going to college. You see
them not only identifying with each other.
They're also protesting at places like Co-
lumbia and Princeton 10 create Asian-
American studies departments. It's another
indication of their becoming racialized and
politicized in the United States context.”

Herltaées Differ
A Melting Pot
For Old Conflicts.

"In Queens the county on the East Coast
with the highest number of Asian-Ameri-

_cans, the most recent Asian immigrants

' remain divided by Asia’s historical conflicts,
.while the older immigrants and their chil-
dren mix and identify racially with one an-
other. It is perhaps surprising these conflicts
have melted in those cases, because their

reminders, especially those of Japanese im- .~

perialism, are etched throughout the bor-
ough, sometimes subtly and unexpectedly.

At the Flushing public library, they are
hidden on one shelf lined with Japanese
children’s books that older Taiwanese immi-
grants, who grew up 'under Japanese rule,
read to their grandchildren. They appear on
Kissena Boulevard in Flushing on a Korean-
owned store called Tokyo Bakery and in
Japanese restaurants in Queens, almost all
-wned by Korean immigrants.

- In downtown Flushing's western end are

. shgps and restaurants belonging to Taiwan-

ess immigrants. Their Korean counterparts

. arll clustered along Union Street, a block east
- and'a world away.

Ryota Waki, 19, whose parents immigrat- ‘

. ed.to Eimhurst, Queens, from Japan, saw

. hoy fresh some wounds can be in a seventh-
- grade math class when a Korean-American
Cgirl sitting behind him learned of his Japa-
' nese ancestry. ‘‘She had this shocked look on
+her face,” Mr. Waki said. *'Like, you.got to be
. kidding. And she told me, ‘1 don't want to be _
yollr friend anymore.’ And we didn’'t talk
‘after that”

~More...



New Sense of Race Arises

z 2)

3¢, ‘

Among Asian-Americans continued...

But Mr. Waki said it was an isolated

incident. He has fallen among second-gener-
ation Asian-Americans. Two years ago, he
teft a Japanese-American church in Manhat-
tan, with few congregants his age, for the

Reform Church of Newton in Elmhurst, -
.where second-generation Taiwanese-Ameri- .

cans attend English services. Recently, he
joined a Korean Christian Fellowship club at
New York University. .

For Asian-Americans raised in neighbor-
‘hoods with many Asians, racial awareness
‘begins early. :

. After immigrating to Flushing from Tai-
pei when he was 7, John Lee went toa public
school most of whose students were black
and Hispanic. He was teased and made few
friends. But a year later, things changed
when he transferred to Public School 32, with
many Asian-American students. He made
friends easily, even though his closest friends
turned out not to be Taiwanese or even
Chinese, but Koreans and a Thai.

" 1t just seemed that they looked like me,”
said Mr. Lee, 22, a senior at Baruch College,
explaining why he gravitated toward them.
“There was a comfort zone. Everybody was
in the same boat, struggling to learn English.
we didn't say, ‘Oh, you're Chinese,’ or
“You're Korean.' It was one big group.”

' On college campuses, away from the Asian

immigrant neighborhoods of Queens, etlinic
distinctions seem to matter less and less.
Jennifer Bersamin, 19, the daughter of Peter
Bersamin, is a sophomore at the State Uni-
versity at Binghamton, whose large popula-

ton of Asian-Americans, she said, is from'

the New York area. Because her last name
lacks a telltale ethnic root, some of her

Astan-American {riends are not aware of her

Filipino ancestry. .
“They don't ask,” she said. "1f they do, it’s
anly out of curiosity.”

School Ties

When Campus
Radicalizes

In a survey of 237 second-generation Kore-
an-American high school students in New -

York, Pyong Gap Min, a Korean-born sociol-

ogist at Queens College, found that nearly
three-quarters identified themselves as Ko
rean-American, compared with three-quar-
ters of first-generation immigrants who
thought of themselves simply as Korean,
Only a few of the high school students chose
the term Asian-American.

But Professor Min said that will change

- when they go to college, especiaily on cam-

puses with Asian-American studies pro-
grams. To some extent, there is evidence

that this is happening. At the University of

California and at [vy League schools. for
example, Asian-American clubs are organ-
ized increasingly around race rather than
ethnicity. At U.C.L.A,, about half of the 65
Asian-American student organizations are

pan-Asian, said Don T. Nakanishi, director of -

U.C.L.A''s Asian American Studies Center.

Dr. Min said this is partly owing to the
influence of Asian-American studies pro-
grams, which are concentrated in California
and spreading to the East Coast.

“Many of the people who teach Asian-
© American courses are activists,” he said,

adding that Queens College lacks Asian-
American studies. “They indoctrinate stu-
dents by emphasizing a common destiny.
They make them demonstrate for Asian-
American studies.

*If you have an institutional basis, you can

* do that. It's very important to shaping stu-

dents’ identities. When they come to coilege,

' they may not think of themselves as Asian-

American. They may think of themselves

ethnically as Korean, Chinese or Japanese.

But their identities are changed.” -
Colleges hold a special power in shaping

" Asian-Americans’ identities. Only 3 percent

of the country’s pepulation, they represented
5.4 percent of the students in colleges and at
universities nationwide in 1994, according to

" the United States Department of Education.

Tt is the only racial group whose percentage
of students was above their proportion of the
_national population.

Even at New York University, which does
not offer Asian-American studies but which
recently held an Asian-American heritage
month and Asian athletic games for the

university’'s Asian-American clubs, social
forces van have a powerful effect.

Chi Truong, whose family left Vietnam in
1975 and settled i Elmhurst, Queens, said
she consciously tried to make non-Asian
friends in her freshman-year. "'l would see 3
big group of Asians and think, 'Oh brother, I
hope [ don’t end up like that,’ "' she said. "I
thought it would cut away your unqueness,
stifle your growth.”

Now a junior, Ms, Truong, 19, said all her
close friends are Asian-American, and her

- boyfriend is Mr. Waki. She felt she was

missing something by not having friends
other races. But her choice was inevitabie,
she thought. As a freshman. she had staried

going to the university's Korean Christian
Fellowship club, which despite its name had
become pan-Asian in the last year. She is now
vice president of the club where she has
made all her close friends.

On a recent Wednesday evening, about a
third of the 40 students who crammed into a
small room at the student center to worship
and sing included students of Filipino, Tai-

wanese, Japanese and Vietnamese ancestry. -
. (Last year, the Chinese Christian Fellowship

club changed its name (o the Asian-Ameri-
can Christian Fellowship because so many
non-Chiniese Americans had joined.)
Edmund Chiang, 19, a freshman from
Woodside, Queens, whose parents immigrat-
ed from Taiwan, led the Korean-American
fellowship in song. At Stuyvesant High

- School, where half the students are of Asian

descent, Mr. Chiang said his identity began
shifting from “just being Taiwanese.”

~ “Now,"” he said, "I first think of myself as
a Christian, then Asian and then Taiwanese.”

The Enemy Within

Antagonism
Or Assimilation?

Some Asian-Americans say the political

climate on campuses is widening and muliti-

plying the couniry’s racial fissures by pro- '

ducing a generation with an antagonistic
attitude toward white Americans. Just as the
Irish, ltalians and Jews enccuntered hostifity
at the turn of the century but eventually
assimilated, Asian immigrants and their
children can follow the same path if thev trv,
they say.

More. :
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Lance T. Izum, a fellow at Pacific Re-
search Institute in San Francisco who served
as a speechwriter to Attorney General Ed-
win Meese Jd during the Reagan Administra-
tion, said the climate is delaving the integra-
tion of Asian-Americans. Although Chinese-
and Japanese-Americans were excluded un-
til after World War 11, they have assimilated
quickly in the last two or three decades, Mr.
[zumi said.

He pointed to the high number of rnar
riages between whites and third- and fourth-
generation Japanese- and Chinese-Ameri-
cans. For Japanese-Americans, about haif-of
all marriages are'now interracial.

“There are many in my generation, and |
include myself, who see maore of the com-
monalities and don’t cling on to this idea of
Asian-American,” said Mr. Izumi, 37, a third-
generdtion Japanese-American. “But how
many of those third-generation Vietnamese-
and Kgrean-Americans will feel the same as
1 do now if they had it beaten into their heads
that the majority culture is the enemy?"""

Critics like Mr. lzumi say Asian-American
advocates, by emphasizing histori¢al
wrongs, promote the idea of victimhood, a
label that they say rings false when Asian
Indians are the most educated ethnic group
in the nation, Japanese- and Chinese-Amefi-
cans earn higher incomes than whites, and
two-thirds of all Asian-Americans were born
abroad.

And while advocates stress solidarity wnh
black and Hispanic people, many Asiah-
Americans say they think policies like afti-
mative action hurt them, especially in cel-
lege admissions, by favoring black and His-

panic applicants as well as whites. Asian-

American high school seniors have the high-
est grades and test scores of any racf8l
group, and usually do not qualify for affxrma~
tive action programs,

Politically, even in areas with concentr&»‘

tions of Asian immigrants, like Flushing or
Los Angeles, Asian-American candidates $o
far have had little success in uniting the
Asian vote behind them. Because a smafl
percentage of Asian immigrants register {o
vote — and when they do, Japanese-Amert-
cans lean toward Democrats and Chinese-
and Korean-Americans favor Republicans =
Asian-American candidates now must di$-
creetly appeal to their core constxtueney

while being ethnically neutral enough fo .

broaden their appeal

Second-generation 'Asian-Americans are
likely to become more politically involved,
experts predict. But how their identities take
shape over the years will determine whether
they become involved in racial or maid-
stream politics.

“Which direction they take,” said Mlchael
Wo0, a Chinese-American wha ran unsug:’
cessfully for mayor of Los Angeles in 19$,3 ’
and has since taught at Harvard and
U.CLA, “will depend on two factors: the
level of continuing racism and dxscrxmma—
tion, and whether there is a continuing flow
of lmmlgrants revitalizing the ethnic con),.
munities.” ‘

Asian-American advocates, who say raa-
ism is at the core of American society, say
that Asian-Americans must form a voting,
bloc. They point to the comments by Mrs.
Harrison, the Councilwoman, who descrlbed
the arrival of Asian immigrants in Flushmg,
as an invasion.

1 don’t know if they‘re Korean or. Chx-

- nése,” she said. ‘! can’t tell by the name.’.

The remarks drew more than 2,000 protesg-.
ers, mostly Chinese and Korean immigrants,,

- also backed by other Asian groups, in front of‘

City Hall. .

“It's all interest politics,” said Mr. Nakani-,
shi of U.C.L.A., adding that Asian-Americans-
might become a swing vote in a generation in.

-areas like California and New York. “It's,

been played out for decades. The compeuuou
50 years ago, for example, between the eth-’
nic whites and white Anglo-Saxon elites. It's
very much part of the American tradition.’,
But others, like Dinesh D'Souza, the Indi-
an-born writer, say Asian-Americans are
already assimilating into the mainstream
through education and entrepreneurialism.
These efforts provide a quicker ladder (o
success than political activism based on pro-
moting an -Asian-American racial ldentlty.
Mr. D'Souza said. .
“This is a uniquely American phenom-
enon,” he said. "'In other parts of the world, -
identity is not so fluid. You're born with it, so .
you have no choice. But here it’s constructed.
And if you fail, you feel your life has been a -
waste.” ‘
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~ Goals 2000: Strong, Local Academic Standards

I agree with David Broder’s assess-
- ment of the potential of Goals 2000, but
| disagree with his analysis that recent
changes have watered down its benefits
[*Coming Up Short on Goals 2000,
op-ed, May 15]. ‘

Mr, Broder’s analysis is based on

three misunderstandings. First, he as-
sumes that as Goals 2000 was originally
enacted, states were requred to use
nationally developed academic stan-
dards m their education improvement
plans. But Goals 2000 has atways been

' anchored in academic standards that

each state sets for itself, There never
was any requirement that states use
national modei academic standards.
Second, be assumes that Goals 2000
ongmnally nvoived federally sponsored re-
“view of state academic standards as a
condition of participation, but there is no
longer such a provision. In fact, there
never was such a review. Goals 2000
maintais a long-standing and appropriate
probibition on federal control over state
curricutum and instructional matters.

Goals 2000 originally provided for

accountability in the use of federal funds

- through U.S. Department of Education

review of state education inprovement

plans. An amendment included in the

appropriations bill provides another op-
tion. [t instead requires governors and
state education officials to make their
state education improvement plan wide-
ty available for public review and com-
ment, and to report to the public each
year on the progress they make in
improving student achievement.

Third, he assumes that under Goals
2000 as originally enacted, states and
schools could not use Goals 2000 funds
to purchase education technology. But
now they are able to use the funds in
this way. In fact, states are accountable

“for how they use Goals 2000 funds.

States and schools couid always use

Goals 2000 funds for technology, as

long as this use fit into an overall pian
for raising academic standards and im-
proving student achievement. Wyoming
has been focusing its Goals 2000 funds
entirely on the introduction of comput-
ers in classrooms since last year.

. In Windsor, Colo., the local school
district has used Goals 2000 funds to
enable parents, educators and school
staff to be deeply mvolved in estab-
lishing local academic standards. Del-
aware is using Goals 2000 funds to
enabie local schools to develop model
curricula based on state academic stan-
dards and to develop assessments tied
to those standards. C

Scores of other states and locafities are
using Goals 2000 funds to accelerate
their drive to set and meet tough academ-
i¢ standards. Mr. Broder’s concern that
new amendments weakened Goals 2000

is not warranted, . o
RICHARD W. RILEY

Secretary of Education

Washington
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- House education policymakers once again plan to take up special education amendments this week,
but progress on a six-year budget will be delayed until the Senate returns next week from its recess.

Awaiting the President’s Signature ...

H.R. 2066: Would negate Agriculture Departiment rules re-
&mnng‘ ing schools to undertake detailed nutritional analyses of

e breakfasts and lunches they serve. Instead, schools could
continue to use their existing analysis or any “reasonable
approach”,(ED, May 2).

Recent or Upcoming Action ...

Fiscal 1997 Budget Resoluti
H. Con. Res. 178: The House's version of the six-year blue-
print calls for spending $47 billion on education and training
in fiscal 1997, down from $47.8 billion this year. It.recom-
mends eliminating bilingual education and Goals 2000 school
reform, as well as level-funding Title I. It recommends the
elimination of the Direct Student Loan (DSL) program and
the elimination of “excessive subsidies in the !'Pamily Educa-
tion Loan (FEL) program. The Senate version of H. Con.
Res. 178 calls for spending $51.4 billion on education-and
training in fiscal 1997, with level funding for Title [.. It
would cap DSL to 20 percent of new loan volume and about
$3 billion in FEL reductions, ' »

Fiscal 1997 A . . .
President Clinton’s proposal would raise Education Depart-
ment funding 7 percent above the fiscal 1995 level, with in-
creases focused on Title I, Pell Grant student aid and Clin-
ton’s initiatives. For example, Title [ school district grants
would rise to $7.2 billion; Goals 2000 school reform would
jump to $491 million; and school-to-work funding would hit
$400 million. The maximum Pell Grant award would in-
crease from $2,470 this year to $2,700 in fiscal 1997.

3

H.R. 3268: Would change the formula distributing Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) money over 10
years to be based on state population and poverty figures
rather than special education enrollment. The bill also would
ermit states to use a broad “developmental delay” category

_for children up to age nine, and would expand schools’ au-
thority to remove disruptive disabled students from class-
rooms (ED, April 25). S. 1578: Would retain the current
IDEA funding formula but would allow schools to use a
broad, two-prong test of disability to qualify students for ser-
vices instead of the existing 13 specific conditions,

|

sion would convert more than
100 education and training programs into three block grants
for youth workforce development, adult literacy and dislo-
cated workers, authorized at $4.9 billion in fiscal 1997. It
also would let the Student Loan Marketing Association be-

ocational Training Ref pe
- H.R. 1617: The House er

come a private venture. The Senate version would createa

training block grant for youths and adults authorized for
$5.9 billion in fiscal 1998, .

Last action: The House passed
H.R. 2066 by voice vote on May 14,
the Senate passed it May 16.

_ Next action: President Clinton is

expected to sign the bill into law.

Last action:' The Senate passed its

budget resolution Thursday, 53-46.
The House passed its budget, 226-195,

.. May 16.

Next action: House and Senate ne-

" gotiators won't discuss a compromise

until at least next week.

Last action: The House Appropria-
tions Committee gave its Labor,

 Health and Human Services and Edu-

cation Appropriations Subcommittee
$64.8 billion to spend next year

‘Next action: House education appro-

Sriatora may write a line-by-line plan
June 6. Their Senate counterparts
are.to hear from Education Secretary
Richard Riley on June 13.

Last action: The House Economic

and Educational Oppertunities Com-
mittee on Thursday postponed action

~onHR. 3268, which is being revised

The Senate Labor and
‘Human Resources Committee passed
its bill in March. ‘

Next action: The House panel plans -
to take up H.R. 3268 on Thursday.

The Senate has not set a time to de-
bate S. 1587.

Last action: House and Senate con-
ferees met twice last week, but made
little progress. )

Next action: Conferees won't meet
again until at least next week.
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‘Goals 2000 Compromise

Lamontagne and Local Control of NH Schools

The unanimous decision of the New:
Hampshire Board of Education, under-

the leadership of Chairman Ovide La-
montagne, authorizing local districts
_to-apply for federal Goals 2000 grants
was a reasonable and principled ac-
tion. Here's why:~
- The state of New Hampshxre still
declines to enter into an unequal part-
nership with the power-hungry feder-
al government for control of public
education. Allowing local districts to
- apply for the competitive grants does
not encumber the state or invite feder-
al meddling at a state level.

The Goals 2000 program, as
amended by the Republican Congress,
is not the same boondoggle as the
original. Under the amendments, the
program is now being managed on the

same basis as existing federal block

grants. It will not, as the original
would have, federalize New Hamp«
shire’s schools.

As Chairman Lamontagne points
out, simply because local school
boards are authorized to apply for the
. grants does not mean they should or
that all of them will. There isn’t a lot
of federal money -~ $2.5 million over
.the next two years, not the $3 million
windfall being boomed by some — to

spread around New Hampshire's 167
school districts. v

Also, the Board’'s action authorizes
‘only elected local school boards to
apply, not district superintendents or

other bureaucrats. And local boards

should think twice before applying.
Money is not the panacea for all edu-

“cational ills, and becoming addicted to

an unreliable source of federal money
would be foolish. ‘
(I
For now, conservatives should focus
on the larger issue of the federal gov-
ernment’s continued involvement in
education. Less than 7 percent of all

‘school funding nationwide issues

from Washington, which has no con-
stitutional authority for such federal
do-gooderism. Goals 2000 is a side-

show; abolishing the Department of
.Education is the ultimate objective.

This only will be possible if the Re-
publicans retain their congressional
majorities and Bob Dole is elected
President.

Doubtless Mr. Lamontagne’s guber-

"natorial opponents will attack him for

an alleged flip-flop on his past opposi-
tion to Goals 2000. They will be wrong.

Bill Zeliff will try to take credit for
Sen. Al D’Amato’s. Goals 2000 amend-
ments. Al Rubega will continue to op-
pose Goals 2000 despite the changes.
And Democrat Jeanne Shaheen will
say New Hampshire should have
taken the money two years ago when
Goals 2000 was -an outright Washing-
ton power-grab.

We've long opposed state partici-
pation in Goals 2000, but it looks to us

that Mr. Lamontagne has this just .

about right.

-—Riéhard Lessner
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No tax credit for rehgmus schools

Public dollars for parochml education
violates church- -state separauon

the door for public financial support

of religious education. But it did and,
predictably, religious leaders are demand-
ing ever-increasing hunks of public taxes.

Iowa recently doubled the amount of tax
credit allowed parents for each student in
parochial or other accredited private
schools to $100 from the $50 voted in 1987.
Now, the state’s four Catholic bishops
want it bounced to $500 per elementary -
student, §1,000 per high-schooler. -

It matters not how large a credit is in-
volved, nor which religion, Such credits are
direct taxpayer support of religion in clear
violation of the concept of separation of
church and state.

Bishop Joscph Charron of the Des
Moines Catholic Dincese said, “We believe

I owa should never have cracked open

that parents have a right-to choose the .

must appropriate education for their chil-

dren” (no argument) “and tax dollars they
pay should be available to help them.”
Wrong. Tax dollars diverted to support re-
ligious education must be replaced by addi-
tional tax dollars taken from t.he billfolds
of all taxpayers.

If it is proper to give tax support to those
who choose not: to patronize the public
schools, it is equally proper to give tax
breaks to those who patronize expensive
eonintry clubs rather than public paris, or

who build walled subdivisions and hire pri-
vate security guards rather than relying on-

the police force.

The argument that the tax break would
go to support the nonrehgious aspects of
religious schools simply won't wash. It con-
Jures the vision of an army of skilled theo-

Parents choose parochial
education precisely because it
offers religiqus instruction.

logians monitoring classrooms to be sure
that religion dossn't creep into secular sub-

Jects,

Parents choose parochial education pre-
cisely because il offers religious instruc-
tion, which is precisely why the taxpayers
should not be expected to subsidize these
schools. If government promotes religion,
citizens can no longer have confidence that
it will not interfere with religion.

. When the door was cracked open on tax
mdxts for parochial and other private ele-
mentary and secondary education in 1087,
the cost to taxpayers was $3.2 million.

Now the bishops are asking for $26 mil-
Hon (next time - who knows?). Dut the
credit is wrong in principle, regardless of

the price tag.
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No justice for Athe Roosevelt beating

system might provide some relief or protection .

3 nyone still clinging to the hope that the judicial

or our viclence-ridden schools had a rude
awakening last week. That was when D.C. Superior
Court Judge Harriet Taylor handed down less than
rigorous sentences to three men who beat up a
teacher at Roosevelt Senior High School in January.

Kenneth Matturi and Nicholas Kennedy, both 19,
and Nabieu Seisay, 20, were hanging out in a hallway
at Roosevelt (where they are not students),; making
noise and smoking marijuana. ROTC instructor Col.
Frank Scotti stepped out of his classroom to ask them
to leave. Shortly thereafter, the three attacked Col.
. Scotti and beat him until he was bloody and uncon-
scious —cheered on by a group of Rooseveit students
(whose names and punishment have not been
released). The beating, during which Matturi, who
is black, allegedly called Col. Scotti a “white [exple-
tive],” left the teacher with a broken nose, cheekbone
and eye socket, as well as a concussion and facial-
?erve damage; he still has no feeling in part of his

ace.

Matturi, Kennedy and Seisay admitted their crime
and pleaded guilty to aggravated assault. One might
have assumed that the nature and severity of the
crime merited the maximum sentence —particu-
larly since Kennedy and Seisay had been accused
two years ago (when they were students there) of
assaulting another Roosevelt teacher, who refused to
~ press charges. Judge Taylor felt otherwise. She chose
to sentence the men under the District’s Youth Reha-
bilitation Act — which allows a judge to send 18- to
22-vear-old criminals to the Youth Rehabilitation
Center, a special jail-within-a-jail at Lorton. The act
also allows the criminals’ record to be cleared if they
stay out of trouble after their release.

And for Matturi, Kennedy and Seisay, release will
come far sooner than they deserve. Judge Taylor sen-
tenced them to only five years; and she piled insuit

on injury by suspending all but 16 months for Mat-
turi and Kennedy; two years for Seisay. Matturi and
Kennedy will have to do 100 hours of community ser-
vice, Seisay 150 hours. (This can only seem like some
sort of cruel parody to D.C. high school students, all

-of whom are automatcally “sentenced’ to 100 hours

of community service as a graduation requirement.)
Exercising remarkable restraint, Col. Scott
refused tocriticize the judge —citing his faith in the
judicial system. But he had spoken up in court before
the sentencing, asking the judge to consider the
damage wreaked upon education by fear and vio-
lence. Nor, of course, was Col. Scotti the only one hop-
ing the full weight of the law would be brought
against the three criminals. Indeed, many in the city
were outraged when these three demonstrably vio-
lent men, who had committed a vicious act in a place
meant to be a haven of peace and sanity for children,
were permitted to plea-bargain and avoid a trial, a
jury, and addidonal charges of mayhem, burglary,
and drug possession.
The usual explanation — an overload in the court
system — was offered. No doubt it was true. But one
can't help feeling that a jury might have made it more
difficult for Judge Taylor to impose her fun- house
mirror view of the situation.
Judge Taylor’s explanation for her remarkable
leniency toward Matturi, Kennedy and Seisay? “I
believe they can benefit from it. They need a great

_deal of help, help of the sort that youth teday have

no chance of getting at an adult jail facility,” she said.
The truth is, of course, that the “youth” really in
need of help here are the decent, peaceable students
beset by danger and violence at Roosevelt and other
schools. They need the sort of help that can prevent

predators like Matturi, Kennedy and Seisay from.

ruining their schools — or their lives. But that’s help
of the sort that youth today have no chance of get-
ting from the likes of Judge Harriet Taylor.

uD.
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CEOs, EDUCATION SECRETARY ENDdRSE FAMILY-FRIENDLY WORKPLACES
BY SIGNING EMPLOYERS FOR LEARNING PROMISE

}U.S‘ Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley announced today that nearly 80
businesses have joined the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education, and many hgve
signed the Emplovers for Leqmirig Promise commitﬁng their companies to family:f{iendly
practices and partnerships to suppqn.c’hildren"s learning. Last Décember, at a ceremony at
Marriott International Headquarters in Bethesda, Md,,l business leaders joined the Secretary in
- launching this .n'ationwide initiative, éncouréging family and émployee involvement in
improving learning for all children. |

~ Several mebmbe’rs»of the Employers for Learning steer"iﬁg committee attex_ided President
Clinton’s Corporate Responéiﬁility Breakfast tqday iﬁcluding Geréld Gre’enwﬁld, CEO, United
Airlines, Inc.; John Hevndric’ks, CEO, Discoveryv,Commumcations‘. Inc.; and Charles R. Lee,
CEQ and President, GTE Corpbratidn. o |

Other stéering committec members include American College Testing, Hemmings
Motour News, Hewlett-Packard Corp., John Hancock'Mutual Life Insurancé Co., Marriott
International, Matte I, Inc., Northeast Tarrant Chamber of Commerce. Pizza Hut, School
Specialty, Southern Califonﬁa Edison, and the U.S. Army.

| Riley applauded the employers’ commitment‘to promoting family involvement in
learning. *In this effort, good citizenship and good business sense coﬁverge," Riley said.

-MORE-



“These business leaders understand that being family friendly is not just the right thing to do.

~but the smart.thing to do. It can help an emplover recruit and keep top workers, improve

productivity. and increase employee motivation and loyalty. It is one-of the best investments

an employer can make in the future.”

Family-friendly employers who have signed the Promise actively promote family

involvement in learning by allowing time for employees to get involved in schools; initiating.

implementing and supporting specific programs that promote family involvement in education:

and providing resources to employees about how to become more involved in their own

children’s education. Employers decide independently what policies and practices they will

follow.

Some examples include:

0

GTE Corporation's"‘College Planning Seminar for Employees and their
Families,” a day-long, interactive seminar transmitted via satellite linking
college admissions and financial planning experts with GTE employee families

10 help them plan for their children’s college education:

United Airlines’ “Believers’ Program™ partnership, which allows employees to
tutor and mentor 6th grade students at a local elementary school during and
after school hours. United pledges to provide up to four years tuition and fees
for children in-the program who graduate from high schoot;

Discovery Communication’s “Ready, Set, Learn!,” alternative programming
with the mission of offering parents educational programming that helps prepare
youngsiers to begin school

John Hancock’s program allowing new mothers to take up to one year of un-
paid pre- and post-natal leave. their management training seminars highlighting
child care issues, and their’sponsorship of educational activities for children
during school vacations and. holidays:

-MORE-
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Marriott International’s Emplovee Resource Center and parenting information
series, which provide employees with expert information on parenting, chlld
care and work/famlly 1ssues

Pizza Hut's “Kids Hall of Fame™ program. which rewards children ages 8-14
who make a difference in their family and comrnumtv wuh post-secondary -
schol arshi ps

the U.S. Army’s partnership between Fort Hood's First Cavalry Division and
the Killeen Independent School District which incorporates parent/teacher
conferences as part of military duty for all soldiers with children:

Hemmings Motor News “Education Participation Days,” which allow all
employees, not just parents. two days off with pay in half-day increments to
" attend classes with chudren m local schools;

School Specialty's matching funds program, which matches up to $1,000
donated by an employee to any public or private K-12 school:

Hewlett-Packard’s flexible work hours that allow employees to stagger their
start time to accommodate their children's schedules and volunteer at the
corporation’s on-site elementary school;

American College Testing’s “Realizing the Dream” program which provides a
workshop and resources to mvolve parents in thelr teenagers’ educational and
career planning;

The Northeast Tarrant Chamber of Commerce actively recruits small and
medium size businesses to sign a family-friendly business pledge;

Southern California Edison’s sponsorship of school-based parenting programs,
such as the Parent Institute for Quality Education, a series of nine week, two-
hour courses on parenting.

A comﬁn’ttee of employers developed the Employer Promise for Learning fo formalize
their cémmitrﬁem to family-friendly policies. They, in turn, will usé the promise and
additional recruitment materials to encqurage other employers to incorporate family-friendly
policies for learning iﬁto their corpdrate éulture. The promise is one way fo help ach_;eve the

8th Nation’ai Education Goal -- by the year 2000 every school will promote partnerships that

-MORE-
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.
will increase barental involvement and pa.rticipatioh in promo;ing. the social. emotiona. and
academic growth of children.

The Emp!oyersf for Learning Promise is an initiative of the Partnership tor Family
Involvement in Educa‘tion. an informal coalition of almost 300 family. education. business.
religious and commun@r Qrganizations wh§ promote children's learning tﬁréugh the
development of family—schoobcpmmunity partnerships For more information about the
Emplovers for Learm’ng Promise and other Parmersh’ip‘for Learning initiéiives} call 1-800-
USA-LEARN"

(144
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FINAL RESULTS OF HISTORY REPORT CARD ISSUED

The U.S. Department of Education today released the final results of a tough nelw
assessment of student achievement in U.S. history.

“The test results say that our children simply don’t know enough‘aboﬁt our national past.”
Education Secretary Richard W. Riley said. -~ The challenge fér staies and éonimﬁnities 1s to set
challengi'ng standards, make sure teachers are well-equipped and then get busy with teaching and
learning.”

- Using key historical events, documents, photographs and maps. the new test asked
students not only to'demonstrate knowledge of facts. events and people, but also to have a sound
understanding and appreciatipn of history.

The National C enter for Education Statistics /994 Na:iéna! Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) U.S. History Report Card, conﬁrmS ipitiai ﬁndings issu'edAlast Novémber,
which provided information on student performance according to- major background
characteristics of students in the 4th, SIH,’éLndV 12th grades. |

Three achievement levels — basic, proficient and advanced — were used for each grade
assessed and reﬂecied' what students should know va‘nd be able todo. In gradés 4 and 8, more

- than 60 percent scored at or above the basic level. while only 43 percent of 12th graders scored

at or above the basic 1e_vel of achievement.



Compared to other N’AEP tests conducted in 1994, smaller percentages of studerts in the
8th and 12th grades scored at or above the basic Iével on the history assessment. For example. in
reading 75 percent of 12th gradefs scored at’or.above the basic ievel. While in geography. 70
Vpercem of 12th graders reaéhed the-basic level achievement.

The final NAEP historﬁv' report card offers information on home and school factors that
contribute to acaderﬁic achive‘ment.’ For example. 4th and 8th grade students who read textbooks
and Lésed maps and globes almost'eve‘r}' dav hﬁd higher average scores than those who didn’t.

" And students generally performed better if they regularly discussed their studies at home, if their
homes Qontained literacy materials. and iftelevvis‘ton viewing was held to a minimum.

Afnong other findings in the final history report card: | |

o 8th and 12th graders who did more homework had higher average scores than
those who did less;

0 ~ students whose parents had more education scored higher;

0 students in the Central and Northeast regions of the countrv had hmher average
scores than those in the Southeast and West.

The test. based on a framework developed by the National Assessment Goveming Board.
measured student performance in knowing, understanding. and applying knowledge in eight

periods of U.S. history and focused on several themes:

0 change and continuity in American democracy — ideas. institutions, practices and
controversies;

0 the gathering and interaction of peoples. cultures and ideas;

0. economic and technological changes and their relation to society, ideas and the.

environment;

0 the changing role of America in the world. o “ ;




~ AT

~

ted

Approximately 22.300 students in 1,500 schools participated in the 1994 assessment.
NAEP has monitored trends in achievement since 1969 and is the only continuing,

nationally representative assessment of academic pertormance.

Single copies of the NAEP history report are available while they last from the National .

Library of Education at 1-800-424-1616.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

THE SECRETARY .

May 20, 1996

Editor

The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20071

Dear Editor:

I agree with David Broder’s assessment of the potential of Goals 2000, but I dlsagree w1th his
analysis that recent changes have watered down its benefits.

Goals 2000 retains its focus on raising standards in America’s schools, encouraging states and
communities to improve their schools and promoting more grass-roots involvement in making
schools better. These basic principles remain unaltered after recent Congressional action.

Mr. Broder’s analysis is based on three misunderstandings. First, he assumes that as Goals
2000 was originally enacted, states were required to use nationally developed academic
standards in their education improvement plans, but that there is no longer such a -
requirement. In fact, Goals 2000 has always been anchored in academic standards that each
state sets for itself. There was never any requirement that states use national model academic
standards as a condition of participating in Goals 2000 or receiving any federal funds.

Second, he assumes that Goals 2000 originally involved a federally-sponsored review of state
academic standards as a condition of participation, but there is no longer such a provision.
In fact, there never was such a review. Goals 2000 maintains a long-standing and appropriate
prohibition on federal control over state curriculum and instructional matters. From the
Charlottesville Summit forward, there has been widespread, bipartisan agreement among
elected officials, business leaders and educators that academic standards ought to be set by
states. without federal review or interference, and without federal funds tied to approval of
these standards.

While the federal government should not review and approve state curriculum standards, there
must be accountability along with the investment of federal funds. Goals 2000 originally
provided for-that accountability through U.S. Department of Education review of state
education improvement plans. An amendment included in the appropriations bill retains this
appreach, but also gives governdrs and state education officials another option to provide
public accountability. It requires governors and state education officials to make their state
education improvement plan widely available for pubhc review and comment, and to report to_
the public each year on the progress they make in improving student ach1evement

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.. S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202-0100

Cur'mission is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation.
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"Third, he assumes that under Goals 2000 as originally enacted, states and schools could not
use Goals 2000 funds to purchase education technology, but now they are able to use the
funds in this way. In fact, states are accountable for how they use Goals 2000 funds. States
and schools could always use Goals 2000 funds for technology, as long as this use fit into an
overall plan for raising academic standards and improving student achievement. Wyoming has
been focusing its Goals 2000 funds entirely on the introduction of computers in classrooms
since last year. School districts in Kentucky have been using technology to help students and
" parents learn together, and schools in Illinois and many other states have been using these
funds to train teachers in the use of technology and for a wide range of other technology—
‘related purposes

‘Other states and communities are using Goals 2000 funds in other positive ways. In Windsor,
Colorado, the local school district has used Goals 2000 funds to enable parents, educators and
school staff to be deeply involved in establishing local academic standards. Delaware is using
Goals 2000 funds to enable local schools to develop model curricula based on state academic
standards, and to develop assessments tied to those standards. Ohio uses Goals 2000 funds as
an integral part of its overall accountability system, targeting the funds to a331st schools with
large numbers of students who do not yct meet state standards.

There are scores of other examples of states and local communities using Goals 2000 funds to
accelerate their drive to set and meet tough academic standards. Mr. Broder’s concern that
the new amendments weakened Goals 2000 is not warranted.

Yours sincerely,
]

B,

Richard W. Riley
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‘f@i_Co!mimgUp Short
On Goals 2000

When President  Clinton  ad-
dressed an education summnit of gov-
ernors and business executives in
Palisades, N.Y., late in- March, he
won headlines by challenging the
states to set rigorous requirements
for promotion and graduation of all
their students.

Calling for “meaningful standards”
in the schools, he said, “While |
helieve they should be set by the
states . .. we shouldn’t kid our-
selves. Being promoted ought to

‘mean miore or less the same thing in

Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Pali-
sades, N.Y.”

The thought was not a new one
for Bill Clinton. A decade earlier, he
had led a bipartisan effort, along
with such Republicans as Lamar Al-
exander of Tennessee and Carroll
Campbell of South Carolina, to raise
the standards of American educa-
tion across the board.,

In the late 1980s, those gover-

nors got their colleagues to set out a

half-dozen ambitious national goals

for school reform and said they

wanted to be held publicly account-
able for reaching them by the end of
the century. President Bush em-
braced them at an education summit

in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and-

made them the centerpiece of his
1990 State of the Union Address.
With urging from Clinton, Congréss
put them into legislation in 1994
and voted funds to help states
achieve “Goals 2000.”

Last month, almost ™ uunoticed,.

Congress scuttled that grand plan,
and the same President Clinton
signed a bill that may make Goals
2000 a toothless tiger. Both the

Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department offi-

cials who tofd Clinton it was okay to

-acquiesce insist that nothing 'has
‘been lost in the process—that indi-

vidual states will continue to press
for better results fromi their schools.
But for a reporter who watched the
hirth of the effort to create national
goals and’ standards—so our kids
measure up to international compe-
tition~this looks like quite a come-

© down.

Under the old plan, groups of
scholars were given federal funds to
develop national standards for core
subjects. The ILnglish panel pro-
duced what many have called use-

less jargon. The history panel’s first
try was highly controversial; its sec- -

onel, much better. Math, science and

civics standards were almost univer-.
sally acclaimed. The standards were-

voluntary, but the Goals 2000 pro-
gram—adopted by 46 states—en-

couraged competition in standard-

setting by having all the state plans
sent to Washington, where panels of
educators from other states could
rate them, :
Now each state will vouch for the
worthiness of its own plan, without
reference to the national standards,
And if it chooses, it can bail out of
the standard-setting exercise and
instead use its share of the $350
million appropriated for the pro-
gram fo buy computers for class-

rooms or other high-tech equip-':

ment.
In fact, that is the ardent hope of

. the man who wrote the classroom-

computer option into the bill, Rep.
Ernest Istook (R-Ckla). “My desire
wasto zero out [kill] the money for
the program,” Istook told me. He
was delighted when the House Re-
publicans did just that last year. But

. Sen. Arlen Specter “(R-Pa.), his op-
posite number on the Senate Appro-~
priations Committee, got the money .

restored- in -the Senate, and when

“they went into conference to meld
‘the bills, the two men had to cut a

deal. ‘
Under pressure from his own par-
ty leaders, Istook agreed to fund

Goals 2000 for another year. But he -

insisted on new language explicitly

giving states the. option to divert -

their Goals 2000 grants into class-
room computer purchases, and he
wrote -the governors personal let-
ters urging them to spend their

dollars for computers, not standards |

and tests. If, as Istook predicts,
most states go that way, the whole
federal standard-setting exercise
that Clinton helped launch a decade

ago may end. But the White House

signed on, knowing that few would

recognize how far the president had |

nioved from his original position.

That is how the system works in
Washington these days. And what of
the governors who started all this
standards-raising effort a decade
ago? Veterans such as Wisconsin's
Tommy Thompson (R} and Colora-
do’s Roy Romer (D) say they could-
n't care léss. They have a new
schenie in mind, They are attempt-
ing,-with corporate support, to put
together a private clearinghouse for
individual state reform efforts. Thé

“structure, the staffing and the fi-.

nancing are not vet in place, but
Thompson and Romer say they will
be soon. -

I hope that is true, but for now,
the United States remains one of
the very few advanced nations with

1o national standards for its schools.
And parents still must guess wheth-

er their children are really getting a

. 21st century education.
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I agree with David Broder’s assessment of the potential of Goals 2000, but
I disagree with his analysis that recent changes hava watered down its
benefits.q |

Mr. Broder’s analysis is based on three misunderstandings. First, he
assumes that as Goals 2000 was originally enacted, states wera required to ;
use nationally developed academic standards in their education improvement
plans, but Goals 2000 has always been anchored in academic standards that i
each state sets for itself. There was never any requirement that states use |
national model academic standards.q Fodu ool i

Second, he assumes that Goals 2000 originally involved spons&%ed review of |
state academic standards as a condition of participation, but there is no |
longer such a provision. In fact, there never was such a review. Goals 2000
maintaine a long-standing and approprlate prohibition on federal control
over state curriculum and instructional matters.q

Goals 2000 originally provided for that accountability through U.S.
Department of Education review of state education improvement plans. An
amendment ineluded in the appropriations bill retains this approach, but
reguires governors and state education officials to make their =state '
education improvement plan widely available r public review and camment, and :N

to report to the public each year on the Progress they make in improving
gtudent achievement.q

Third, he assumes that undar Goals 2000 as originally enacted, states and
schools could not use Gnals 2000 funde to purchase education technology, but L
now they are able to use the funds in this way. In fact, states are
accountable for how they use Goals .2000 funde. States and schools could
alwvays use Goals 2000 funds for technology, as long ‘as this use fit into an
overall plan for raising academic standards and 1mprov1ng student
achlevemant"f\wuqmq u%\a.\ olrecy (resm Jw\s i

In Windsor, Colorado, the local school district has used Goals 2000 funds
to enable parents educators and school staff to be deeply involved in
eastablishing local academic standards. Delawvare is using Goals 2000 funds to
enable local schools to develop model curricula based on state academic
standards, and to develop assessments tied to those standards. Ohio uses
3oals 2000 funds as an integral part of its overall accountability system,
targeting the funds to assist schools with large numbers of students who do
not yet meet state standards.§

Scores of other examples of states and local communities are using Goals
2000 funds to accelerate their drive to set and meet tough academic -
standards. Mr. Broder’s concern that new amendmentse waakened Goals 2000 is
1ot warranted. ! .

ICHARD W. RILEY#R
jecretary of Educationfi
lashingtonf
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THE SECRETARY

May 20, 1996

" Editor
The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20071 -

Dear Editor:

[ agree with David Broder’s assessment of the potentlal of Goals 2000, but I dlsagree with his
analysis that recent changes have watered down its benefits.

Goals 2000 retains its focus on raising standards in America’s schools, encouraging states and
communities to improve their schools and promoting more grass-roots involvement in making
schools better. These basic principles remain unaltered after recent Congressional action.

Mr. Broder’s analysis is based on three misunderstandings. First, he assumes that as Goals
2000 was originally enacted, states were required to use nanonally developed academic
standards in their education improvement plans, but that there is no longer such a
requirement. In fact, Goals 2000 has always been anchored in academic standards that each

state sets for itself. There was never any requirement that states use national model academic

standards as a condition of participating in Goals 2000 or receiving any federal funds. -

Second, he assumes that Goals 2000 originally involved a federally-sponsored review of state
academic standards as a condition of participation, but there is no longer such a provision.

In fact, there never was such a review. Goals 2000 maintains a long-standing and appropriate
prohibition on federal control over state curriculum and instructional matters. From the
Charlottesville Summit forward, there has been widespread, bipartisan agreement among
elected officials, business leaders and educators that academic standards ought to be set by
states, without federal review or interference, and without federal funds tied to approval of
these standards. ' '

While ‘the federal government should not review and approve state curriculum standards, there
must be accountability along with the investment of federal funds. Goals 2000 originally
provided for that accountability through U.S. Department of Education review of state
education improvement plans. An amendment included in the appropriations bill retains this
approach, but also gives governors and state education officials another option to provide
public accountability. It requires governors and state education officials to make their state
education improvement plan widely available for pubhc review and commient, and to report to
the public each year on the progress they make in improving student achxevement

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE.. S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202-0100

Our mission is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation,
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Third, he assumes that under Goals 2000 as originally enacted, states and schools could not
use Goals 2000 funds to purchase education technology, but now they are able to use the

. funds in this way: In fact, states are accountable for how they use Goals 2000 funds: States

and schools could always use Goals 2000 funds for technology, as long as this use fit into an
overall plan for raising academic standards and improving student achievement. Wyoming has
been focusing its"Goals 2000 funds entirely on the introduction of computers in classrooms

since last year. School districts in Kentucky have been using technology to help students and

_parents learn together, and schools in Illinois and many other states have been using these

funds to train teachers in the use of technology and for a wide range of other technology-
related purposes. ' ‘ ’ ‘

Other states and communities are using Goals 2000 funds in other positive ways. In Windsor,
Colorado, the local school district has used Goals 2000 funds to enable parents, educators and
school staff to be deeply involved in establishing local academic standards. Delaware is using
Goals 2000 funds to enable local schools to develop model curricula based on state academic
standards, and to develop assessments tied to those standards. Ohio uses Goals 2000 funds as
an integral part of its overall accountability system, targeting the funds to assist schools with
large numbers of students who do not yet meet state standards. -

There are scores of ‘other examples of states and local communities using Goals 2000 funds to
accelerate their drive to set and meet tough academic standards. Mr. Broder’s concern that
the new amendments weakened Goals 2000 is not warranted. ’

Yours sincerely,
!

'Richard W. Riley -
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Datid S. Broder

Washington Post, May 15, 1996, P. 9

Coming Up Short
On Goals 2000

When President Clinton ad-
dressed an education summit of gov-
érnors and business executives
Palisades, N.Y., late in March, he
wou_headlines by challenging the
states to set rigorous requirements
{6r promotion and graduatios of all
their students.

Calling for “meaningful standards®
in the schools, he said, “While |
believe they should be set by the
states ... we shouldn’t kid our-

selves. Being promoted ought to
mean more or less the same thing in
“Pasigena, Calif., as it does in Pali-
swdew, N.Y."

The thought was not a new one

for Bill C!'mtop. A decade earlier, he

éxander of Tennessee and Carroll
Cimpbell of South Carolina, to raise
the standards of American educa-

- mowacross the board,

Ini the late 1980s, those gover-
noty got their colleagues to set out a
haf-dozen ambitious national goals
for school reform and said they
wanted to be held publicly account-
able for reaching them by the end of
the century. President Bush em-

. braced them at an education summit

in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and
nmde them the centerpiece of his
1990 State of the Union Address.
With urging from Clinton, Congress
put them into legislation in 1994
and voted funds to help states
achieve “Goals 2000.°

Last month, almost unnoticed,

Congress scuttled that grand plan,

and the same President Clinton
signed-a bill that may make Goals
2000 a toothless tiger. Both the
Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department offi-
cals who told Clinton it was okay to
acquiesce insist that nothing has
rwen lost in the process—that indi-
vidual states will continue to press
for better resuits from their schools.

But for a reporter who watched the -

" birth of the effort to create national

goals and standards—so our kids-
measure up to international compe-
tition-—this looks like quite a comes
down. :

Under the old plan, groupsof -
“ scholars were given federal fumds to.

less argon. The history panel's first-
try was highly controversial; its sec»
ord, much better. Math, science and«
civics standards were aimost univer-
sally acclammed. The standards were-
voluntary, but the Goals 2000 prow
gHitm - adopted w.u'm—m-.
comraged competition in standerd—

setting by having ail the- state plans-
sent to Washington, where panels of -

educamfmmomsmmhp

rate them.

Nowuchstatewiﬂvmxbfortm‘

worthiness of its own plan; withouts.
reference to the national standardse

And o it chooees, it can bail out ofe

the standard-setting exercise- ands
instead use its share of the $350
million appropriated for. thes prow
gram to buy computers for clisge
rooms of other high-tecin equips
ment, :

In fact, that is the ardent hope ofs

the man who wrote the classroompe

computer option into the bill; Repe

Eruest Istook (R-Okla). “M# desires
was 10 sero out [kill] the mooey foex
the program,” Istook told me: Hes
was delighted when the House Rew

Under pressure from his own par-
ty leaders, Istook agreed to fund
Goals 2000 for another year. But he
insisted on oew language explicitly
giving states the option to divert
their Goals 2000 grants mma:;a;

and testa. If, as Istook predicts,
maumgothatvay.thewbch‘
federal standard-setting exercise
that Clinton heiped launch a decade

ommy

do’s Roy Romer (D) say they couid-
n't care less.
scheme in mind. They are attempt-
ing, with corporate support, to put
together a private clearinghouse for
individual state reform efforts. The
structure, the staffing and the fi-
nancing are oot yet w place, but
Thompeos and Romer say they will
be acon.

[ hope that is true, but for now,
the United States remamns one of
the very few advanced nations with
00 national standards for its schoois.
And parents still must guess wheth-

er their children are really getting & 7

21st century education.

have a new

It
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. be set by the stales .

Did ‘Goals 2000’ lose the few teeth it had"

hen ?resxdent Clinter: zﬁdresse" an
Weducatmn summit of governors and

business executives in Palisades, .

N.Y, late in March, te won headlines by
challenging the slales to sel rigorous reguire-
ments for promotion and graduahen ol ali
their students.

Calling for “meaningful standards" in the
schools, he said, “While I believe they should

selves. Being pmmoted ougibt to mean more
or less the same thing in Pasadena, Calit as
it does in Palisades, N.Y."” -

The thought was rot a new one for Bill
Clinion. A decade earlier, he hai led & bipar-

lisan effort, along with such Republicans as

Lamar Alexander of Tennessee and Carroll
Campbell of Sputh Carolina, o raise the
standards of American educauon across the
board.

In the late 1930s. those governors gol their
colleagues to set out a halt-dazen ambitious
national goals for scheol reform and said

they wznted to be held publicly accountable

for reaching them by the end of the century.
President Bush embraced them at an educa-
lion summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989
and made them the centerpiece of his 1990
State of the Union Address. With urging from

Clinton, Congress put them inlo legislation in -

1994 and voted funds to help slates achieve
“Goals 2000.” .
Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress
scuttled thal grand plan and the same Pres)-
dent Clinton signed a bill which may make
Goals 2000 a toothiess tiger. Both the Repub-
licans who forced the changes and the Edu-
cation Department officials who told Clinton
it was OK to acquiesce insist thal nothing has
been lost in the process — that individual
states will continue to press for better results
from their schools. But for a reporter who

. we shouldn’t kid our-

TR - gaighed the birth of
’ the effort to creale
nationa) goals and
standards — so our
kids measure up lo
international com-
petition — this
looks like quite a
comedown.

Under the "old
. "plan, groups of
scholars were given
federal funds ‘o de-
velop national stan.-

dards for core sub-
Jects The English panel ‘produced what
many have called useless jargon. The history

panel’s first try was highly controversial; its .

secand, much better. Math, science ‘and civ-
fcs standards were almost upiversally ac-
claimed.

The standards were voluniary, but the
Goals 000 program — adopted by 46 states

- encouraged compelition in standard-set-

ting by having all the state plans-sent to
Washington, where panels of educators from

_ other states could rate them,

Now, each slate will vouch for the worlhi-

_ ness of its own plan, without reference lo the
_ nationel standards. And if it chooses, it can

bail out of the standard-selting exercise and

“instead use its share of the $350 million ap-

proprizted for the program to buy computers
for classrooms or other high-tech equipment.

In fact, that is the ardent hope of the man .
.who wrole thé classroom-camputer option in-
-to the bill, Rep. Erues; Islook, R-Okla, “My

desire was to zero oul («ill) the money for the

program,” Istook told me. He was delighted
when the House Republicans did just that
last year. But Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., his
opposite number on the Senale Appropria-

‘tigns: Commitlee, got- "mmone) Testored in . -

the Senate, and when they went into confer-
ence lo meld the b:lls the two men had to cut
& deal.

Under pressure from his own party lead-
ers, Istook agreed to fund Goals 2000 for an-
otber year. But he insisted on new language
explicztly giving states the option to divert
their Goals 2000 grants into classroom_com-
puter purchases, and he wrote the governors
personal letlers urging themto spend their
dollars for computers, not standards and

tests. lf, as Istouk predicts, most states go .

that way, the whole federal standard-setling
exercise that Clinton helped Jaunch a decade
ago may end. But the White House signed on,
knowing that few would recognize how far

 the president had moved from hus original

posxtmn

That is how the system works in Washing-

bon these days. And what of the governors
who starled all this slandards-raising effort
a decade aga? Veterans such as Wisconsin's
Tommy Thempson (R) and Colorado’s Roy
Romer (D) say they could care less. They
have & new scheme in-mind. They are at-

lempting o pul together a private clearing- .

house for individual state reform efforts,
with corporate support. The structure, the
staffing and the financing are not ye! in
place, but Thompson and Romer say they
will be soon.

I hope that is true, but for now, the United
States remains one of the very- few advanced
nations with 10 national standards for. its
schools. And parents still must guess whether

.their children are really getting a 21st cen-

tury education.

Davig Hroder wriles on pational political affairs fer the ‘

Washinglon Post.

. OPTIONAL FORM 99 (7-50)

7 of paghs »

b /-

/

”,

FAX TARANSMITTAL

From

C503)8¢Y -352 Y

O A W Y

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

(ohos

DY /eCTE

Nt JY9-a252

5088101

SN 7540 .01.317.7368

(o2




Page 7]

TITLE: EDUCATION What happened to tough standards?

BYLINE: David Broder
EST. PAGES: 2

DATE: 05/17/96

DOCID:  ATJC61390188

SQURCE: Atlanta Journal and Constitution; ATJC
SECTION: EDITORIAL,; PAGE: A; 23

{Copyright 1996 The Atlanta Journai-Constitution)

r

For a reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create
national goals and standards a so our kids measure up to
international competition a this looks like quite a comedown.

In late March, President Clinton won headlines by challenging the
states to set rigorous requirements for promotion and graduation of
all of their students.

In the late 1980s, the nation's governors set out national goals
for school reform and asked to be held publicly accountable for
reaching them by 2000. President George Bush made the goals the
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union address. With urging from'.
Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds

to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, a!moSt unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan

and the same President Clinton signed a bill that may make Goals 2000
a toothless tiger. The Republicans who forced the changes and the
Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process a that
individual states will continue to press for better results from
their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the
effort to create national goals and standards a so our kids measure .
up to international competition a this looks like quite a comedown.
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This weekend the Star Tribune and KTCA-TV will convene the - - )
Citizens' Issues Conference, centerpiece of a yearlong public - .
journalism partnership known as the Minnesota Citizens' Forum. At :
the conference in St. Louis Park, about 400 Minnesotans
representative of the adult population will deliberate which issues
the candidates and media should focus on in the campaign. This .
- Commentary article deals with one of the issues that the citizens
will consider.

When President Clinton addressed an education summit of governors
and business executives in Palisades, N.Y, late in March, hewon
headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous requirements for
promotion and graduation of all their students.

President Bush embraced them at an education summit in
Charlottesville, Va., in 1988 and made them the centerpiece of his
1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress
put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help states

achieve "Goals 2000."

Quite a comedown

~ Last month; almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan -
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals
2000 a toothless tiger.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - When President Clinton addressed an education
summit of governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y.,
late in March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set
. rigorous requirements for promotion and graduation of all their
students. )

. Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said,

"While | believe they should be set by the states . . . we

shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less
the same thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half- dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and
_said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK
to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process --
that individual states will continue to press for better results

" from their schools. But for a reporter who waliched the birth of the
effort to create national goals and standards -- so our kids
measure up to international competition -- this looks like quite a
comedown.
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) Cdmputers are cliche solutions for the problems of our schools,
and they are no substitute for improvement.

et ot s T s o ot o 0

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the
centerpiece of his 1980 State of the Union Address. With urging
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1984 and voted

" funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnotlced Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK

to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -

that individual states will continue to press for befter results

from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown.
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in
March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and-graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said,
"While | believe they should be set by the states . . . we

shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less

the same thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y.".

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK

to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process --

that individual states will continue to press for better results

from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the
effort to create national goals and standards -- so our kids

measure up to international competition -- this looks like quite a
comedown.
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y_, late in March,
he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, "While
| believe they should be sét by the states . . . we shouldn't kid
ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same thing
in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1880s, those governors got their colleagues to set out

- a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said they

wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the end
of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education summit
in Charlottesvilie, Va., in 1989 and made them the centerpiece of his
1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress
put them into legisiation in 1994 and voted funds to help states -

achieve "Goals 2000."

‘Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -- that
individual states will continue to press for better results from

their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the

effort to create national goals and standards this looks like quite a

- comedown.

<
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in
March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said,
"While | believe they should be set by the states . . . we
shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less
the same thing in Pasadena, Calif.,, as it does in Palisades, N.Y." .

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttied that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK

to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -
“that individual states will continue to press for better results

from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown.
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y ., late in
March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said,
"While | believe they should be set by the states . . . we
shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less
the same thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

in the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them
the centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging -
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted

funds to help states achieve "Goals- 2000." -

‘Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan

and Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 2000 a toothless
tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the
Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process - that
individual states will continue to press for better results from

their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids
measure up to international competition - this looks like quite a
comedown.
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
govemnors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y, late in
March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards” in the schools, he said,
"While | believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
. by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an

education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the A

centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK

to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -

that individual states will continue to press for better results

from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure .
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown.
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of governors and
business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March, he won

headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous requirements for
promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards” in the schools, he said, "While |
believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn’t kid

ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same thing
in Pasadena, Calif,, as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

President Bush embraced them at an education summit in
Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the centerpiece of his
1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress
put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help states -

achieve "Goals 2000."
Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan and

the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 2000 a
toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the
Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to

acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -- that
individual states will continue to press for better results from

their schools.

But for a reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create

national goals and standards -- so our kids measure up to

international competition -- this looks like quite a comedown.
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y, late in March,
he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous

requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

~ Calling for "meaningful standards” in the schools, he said,
"While | believe they should be set by the states . . . we shouldn’t
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1880s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for schoo! reform and said
they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the
end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education

summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the

centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from

- Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds

to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand
plan, and the same President Clinton signed a bill that may make

Goals 2000 a foothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the
changes and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it
was okay to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the
process -- that individual states will continue to press for better
results from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth
of the effort to create national goals and standards -- so our kids
measure up to international competition -- this looks like quite a
comedown.

DESCRIPTORS: U.S. President; Education; Political issues and philosophy; U.S.

Congress ; EDUCATION; POLITICS
ORGANIZATION: Education Department
PERSON: Bill Clinton,



Page 14}

OTHER TERMS: @Slug: A19CO



Page 15}

"TITLE:  EDUCATIONAL GOALS FALL PREY TO ELECTION-YEAR POLITICS

BYLINE: DAVID S. BRODER
EST. PAGES: 2

DATE:  05/15/96

DOCID: POR61360231

SOURCE: Portland Oregonian; POR

EDITION: SUNRISE; SECTION: EDITORIAL; PAGE: BOS
CATEGORY: Column

" {Copyright (c) The Oregonian 1996)

“Summary:

When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in
March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

" In the late 1980s, those govermnors got their colleagues to set

out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and

said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an
education summit in Charloftesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the
centerpiece of his 1980 State of the Union Address. With urging
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

‘ Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan

and President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 2000 a
toothless tiger.

~ Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the Education
Department officials who told -Clinton it was OK to acquiesce insist
that nothing has been lost in the process -- that individual states
will continue to press for better results from their schools. But’

for a reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create

national goals and standards -- so our kids measure up to
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WASHINGTON - When President Clinton addressed an education summit
of governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in
March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for “"'meaningful standards" in the schools, he said,
“"While | believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or les s the same
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set out
a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said they
wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the end
of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education summit
in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the centerpiece of his
1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress
put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help states

‘achieve ~Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals
2000 a toothless tiger.

Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the Education
Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to acquiesce insist
that nothing has been lost in the process that individual states will
continue to press for better results from their schools.
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WASHINGTON - When President Clinton addressed an education

-summit of governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y.,
late in March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set
rigorous requirements for promotion and graduation of all their
students.

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said,

- "While | believe they should be set by the states ...we shouldn't

kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

In April, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill that may make Goals
2000 a toothless tiger.

Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the Education
Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to acquiesce insist
nothing has been lost in the process - that individual states will
continue to press for better results from their schools. But for a
reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create national-
goals and standards - so our kids measure up to international
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WASHINGTON - When President Clinton addressed an education summit of
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March,
"he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous

requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards” in the schools, he said,
"While | believe they should be set by the states . . . we shouldn't
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said
they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the
end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education
“ summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from
Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds

to help states achieve "Goals 2000."

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process - that
individual states will continue to press for better results from

their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the

effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown.
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of i
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March,
he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students.

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said,
“While | believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y."

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set-
out a halfdozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said
they wanted {o be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the
end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education
summit in Charlottesville, Va., in. 1989 and made them the centerpiece
of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton,
Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help

states achieve "Goals 2000."

L.ast month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan,
and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process - that
individual states will continue to press for better results from

their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the

effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown.
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