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Franklin~L. Smith 

Irr~D.C., Closing Schools: 
But<9pening-Doors, 

This,week the'District of Colum-" 
bia's school board"will vote, todeter-; 
mine' the, fate; of six schools I have­
recommended·be.closed au result of-, 
a control· board' mandate.' nus vote;; 

will, detetrnine-> if, the:' D.C. pubiic',~ 
scbootsystem:is a collection·of buikk' 
inga.or;an organization dedicated to", 
providing the~bestpossible· education "-' 
fer students., As,the"buciget tighten&., 
\1IIe:lDWIt'rnake,tough decisions about;: 
wbat'caD'·be,curtailedor· made more;;.. 
efficient to save 'money that will COIJo!!i-­

tinueto raise student achievement: 
~ our:..student: population· ofli' 

79.802:d0e8,not'reqWre us 'to maiD-h 

t!in' ~cum!Ilt;.number·of school", 
baiidings;'" thee:, decisiooi regarding;} 
iidlooI closings cannot be based soIeJyr 
iSh, decreasiog;;student' eoroIIment:" 
1'his is bec;ause curricula and ~,: 
mty, needsl:require, Us to use' tIpKe',' 
dlfferentIycto-create more'c:omput.er::' 
labs.; parentinB'!.centerll -and. speciab' 
education classroom&. But we need to£. 
redirect'resources·to·ensurethat ~ 
can . move-> forWard· with,:, improve-~ 
ments-wflile,stiILmeetiag,our bIxIget~. 
taf'RetS:I:.> 

This~ means:;;, consotidating" our::-.' 
schools,toshed?oar,oideIt;, 1DOIt,~· 
bpldated~buildings!' We-pay. twice a'" 
mnch"'to heat<l'anduepair-t1nnmcier",-' 
utilized-schools ,as:it costa.to.I'UIl'.ODeti' 
after 'consolidation;. Aod:lor::tt., past~. 

, few•.years:: our:: maWenmre' budIJet..... 
spread" over,!' 164~ 8Cbaa11,"', baa .. oaIys 
covered~eme"rgeocypilfdlwotll:: re-. , 
pair: It'is fUlmore·.... to get'a:$. . 
smaller:' nwnber"- of·....".· in' top,~ 
s~Pe!r than~: to maiDt:am~ a •. fleet «'t' 
aging. haif-empty, scboolluinking UD-J 

der their~ owo',weight. We' already.: 
have reduced'" the· system. by7 more':' 
than, 2.000' employees;. but·~we still.~. 
fate a budget;· cute of", $31' millioo~" 
(nearly $100·· million. has') been' cutl'.< 
during the last· five years). ~ 
tion is simply.the' best altemative: 

.Closing these· sc:.IlocWI:. not, only, will 
. 	~'money. but will al8en::reatean 

opportunity to provide' studeota, with: 
better facilities, After all,. the:: FiJI=. 
more Arts Center was built' in. the 

. 19th. century, and:, the: Arms1::rong 

Adult" Education center~wouId: reach, 

its. century mark.:, in~ just B:: years. 

Parents do not· want their. children 

seat'to'outmoded;schools:wbeD,room 

is available in newer ODeS: 


We selected buildings, irr, areas 

where other nearby schools:· have­

room for thea. students. Two, are 

adult education '.:enters, and:, wl,liJe· 

adult education is; nOl', part: of; the· 

school system's mandated,· mission; 

we realize its importaoc:eto tbiuxm­

munity. Therefore; tbea, JlIOInIDI' 

~ be moved' illtl...siltilll'!. 1M2
hI!!..,. . 
. : ClaamberIUI· and· Bw:didr are, ca­
reer hiIh 1Chooe· wtae earoiII:DeDtsc' 

hPe ,dwindled and:. wboee-JII'OIIama 
caD be incorporated. wrtbin' caupre­
benaive bigh schools' UDder tbe,.. fed-­
eral·Sc:booI to Work,OpporttmitiACt; 
Tbia· will eDabIe'~ studeatl: to· 
participate in cateereducaticm l:aaa'­
ley,' the c:Mdest. juniot. high~ scbooI· 
baiIcIiq, is more tbaD balf'empty; and: 
Hardy Middle SchooL with:. a~ top. 
capacity of oaIy 20rstudellts;,laclma 
cafeteria. gymaasiumand.a~ 

In addition to:.sending;studeota·to, 
neighborhood schoois; thescbool,.sy&­
tern ia expIoring,other:'options-iD­
eluding charter 9dlooIsi. enterprise· 
schools·and schools designed and'nm 
byz third ~to; offer."' all, D.C. 
students additional cho~ We: will. 
locate- tbese scbooia" and, programs .. 
where the demmd:ia greatest. includ­
iDe" areas formerly served:: by;, the 
schook DOW being(. closect. r.urtber·, 
more; siDce these students, will: still: 
be: in' oar" system. and WiiLneed: the: . 

.,," 

, , 

". , . 
; 	 . " 

~ . -: 

same Ie¥eJ of service as before.', 
teacben need not fear for their jobs, 
Wbeo a school ia ckwied, the staff will ' 
be traDIferied to other schools. .... 

The savinp from this consolida~. 
tioo are sigo6:anL The money that 
would haw: been required to bring" 
tbeae schools into a state of good 
repair ($5 miDioo to f1 million each) . 
caD DOW be apptied to the complete . 
renovation of a smaller number of 
schools. CIoIiog tbeae schools will ' 
save the District miDioos of dollars a' . 
year in maintenaoce and other costs; 
not to memioo tt. tens of miDions in .' 
deferred· maintenance costs. AIao;' 
tbe ac:8ooI' system stronIJy ehaiUr~" 
aces tt. D.C. government to seU or 
rent tbese buildings. as well as. the 
previously cIoeed scbooIs, to provide 
additional fUDda for our children's,·
education.. 	 .. 

Quality schools and a stable school: 
district maIre a difference to'every-. 

. 
. 

. 
one who lives or works in the District.;. . 
or who visits the city. nOt just the . 

· pU'eotB c:I. cbiJdren in our schoOJa.1 , 
· ~ our sdiooIa are strong 

eoougb not just to SW"'IiYe these 'clos- . 
inp but also to improve our serviceS. 

Despite the new budgetary realities,' 

we will not abandon our school inr 

provement programs~ which have aI­
ready begun to yield higher stan­

· dards, better teac.hing·and greater 

studeot acbievement. We may be 


.' 
. 

• 
'-' 
. 

closing scbooIa, but we wiD never' " . 
shut dowa our hopes for Our children.. : 

. . . 
TM writer is 4tI;MttInIdettt of1M', ' . '. 
DC PvlJlie ScIlooLr. . 

',' ' 

,I. . 
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Dat'id S. BTOd~~ ... 

.	Coming:lTp Short 
On Goals ,2000 

When President·· Clinton' ·.ad~ 
dressed an.education sUmmit of gov. 
ernors and business executives· LD 
Palisades. N.Y.• late in March. he . 
~o.!!.. headlines by ch.3lJenging the·
itat.es to set rigoroUs requirements 
for promotion and graduation of all 
their students. : .' ' , 

Calling for "meaningfUl stimdMds" . 
in the schools, he said; "While ( 
belfeve' they should be, set . by the . 
states ..• we sbouJdn'tkid our­
~I!~ Being promoted ougbt to 
mean more or less the same thing in 
-P"a.d~ena. Calif.• as it does inPali·, 
SIde, N ..Y.." .: ' .. - . 

1he thought was ·nOta'new One . 
, fot BillClinton. A decade earlier, he 

bad led a· bipartiaan effort•. along 
...ndl sucb RepubticaDa as Lamar AI­
eainder 01 Tennesaee and Carroll . 
CampbeD of South Carolina, to raise 
me 'standards of America.O.·educa­
..across the board. ,... . 

Iii the late 1980s;'thOSe' gover­
nors got their coUeagues to set ~ut a· 
haif-dozen ambitioUs national goals 
for school reform. and said they' 
wanted to be held publicly account­

. able for reacbing them by the end of . ; 
the century. President. Bush em­
braced them at aD education summit 
in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and 
made them the centerpiece of biB· 
UOO· State of the· Uruon ; Address. 
With urging from Clinton, Congress 
put them into legislation m1994 
and voted funds ,to help states 
achieve "GooIs 2000.", . ..' 

Last month,. almost Wmoticed, 
Congress scuttled that .gi3nd plan" 
and the same President Clinton 
signed a bill that may make Goals, 
2000 a toothlesS tiger .. Both the . 
Republicans who f~rced the changes 
and the Education Depariment offi­
cials who told Clinton it was okay to . . 
acquiesce insist that nothing has· . 
been lost in the process-that iiKI.j•. 
vidual states will contiriue .to press 
for better results from their schOols. . 
But for a reporter who watched the 

birth of the effort to create nationaL 

.. goals and standards-so our.. k:id8~ 

measure up to international,compew" 

tition-this looks like quite'a come--· 

down. 

Under the-old pl.an;. groapI. of~, 
scholars were given federal funds to'. 

, develop national standarda for.. core 
StiQjects. The EqIisb. paoel pro­
dm:ed what IlWlJ bave' called....· 
less jargon. The biIItory panel'. first,.­
try was highly cootrovenial; ita Iee­
and; much better. Math;' science aad: 
cMcs standardl'linnalmost univer-' 

· sally acclaiaDed. Tbestllldards were' 
voluntary, _ die GoIJa.2008'pro­
1tIm-....' by 46, 1tateIt--efto.. 
CfftlfB_ ~.iD;~ 

setting by baving all'the state plans". 
· sent to WasbiDtttoo. where panels of, 

educaton from otber states could~ 
· rate them. 

.Now each state will,voudlfor the', 
wortbiDess .of its own~plan; without~ 
reference to the natiooahtaDdarda.· 

And if it chooses, it'can· baihut 01. 

the staDdard-setting{ exercise and" 


· instead use its share- of. the. $350~. 

miUioo appropriated: for-" the~ p~. 


· gram to buy computenUOr'i::clasa­
rooms or other: bigb-tedl, equip.. 
meet. 

In fact. that'is,the'aldent hope,of",-' 
the IIWIwho wrotethe-classrOOllF" 
computer option into, the, bill.: Rep;" 

·	Ernest Iatook (R'()Ida);'''My desire­
was to aro,out (kill) the'money for;; 
the program.,-'Istook. toAd! me.- H~ 
was de1i8bh!d wbeu the·House ~~, 
publicans did just that last year. But· 
Sen. ArIeD, Specter; (I~Pa.). his, QP'c 
posite IlUIIlbu OIl the,seaate·~.. 
priatioal Committee. got the'mooeyF 
restored ill the Senate. and wbeu~ 
they weat iDto coufereiace- to'mekb· 
the billa, the two _bad to 'cut:." 
deal. 

Under preuure from his owo',par" 
ty, leaders. Iatook agreec:k to" fund!. 
GoaIs.2000 for another year. BUt bet,· 
.iDaiated OIl new laoguate' explicitlyi" 
gi:viq' states the optioo' to, divert;; 
their Goals, 2000 grants into' c.\aaa!.. room. computer purchaaee. and: he-:. 
wrote. the governors penooa1. let·" 
ten· urging them to speodc their::: 
doIIara for computers. not·st:a.ndard.s!; 
and tests. If. as Iatook~ predicts~ 
moat states go .that way. the> wbolet 

• feden1 standard-setting, exel'Ciae-; .. 
•. that Clinton helped Iau.nch a,.d~ . 

ago' may end. But the White: Hi)uae? 
signed 00. knowing that few;:· woukI.:'! 
recopize bow far the president bad~ 

. moved from his original position:: 
That' is bow the system worka-,Un. 

WasbiDgtoa these days. Andwbat ofil: 
the govemon who started, allHhis," 
standarda-raiaing effort. a. decade . .,· 
ago? VeteraDB such as Wisconsin's­
Toauoy:Tllompeoo (I) and~Colora~ 
do's ROy Romer (0) say:tbeycou1dl;;: 
n~t' care, lesI. They bave-' a. new;>· 
scheme in mind. They are:'attempt~ 
ing. with corporate support.~ to,put!~ 
together a private clearingboUse~for",' 
iDdividua.l state reform efforts...;.Th-et, 
structure. the staffing and;: the1:ii;;;; 
DaDCiD&. are' not yet in, place:: butt: 
TbJ;mpeoa aad Romer. say,tbey,willii 
beaooa. 

1. _ that ia true. but: for.nowf·· 
the United States remaiDarODe:'on:.. 
tile very few· advanced natioDs~witJr.; 
no national staDdarda for ita~, 
And pareDt8 stilIlDWIt guesa,wbeth-~.. 
er their cbiIdren are reany getting:a", 
21st amtury educ:atioD.. 

, . ! .. , 
... 
, ~,' ,, 

" ,.,. 
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Wanted: 100,000 tech-wise t~chers to be nlentors 

By Susan Page 
USA TODAY 

A consortium of education 
groups Wednesday promised 
to recruit 100,000 computer· 
savvy teachers over the Inter: 
net this summer as volun­
teers to mentor Ilve other 
teachers each on using tech· 
nology in the classroom. 

The grassroots initiative, 
called "21st Century Tp"'!ch· , 

ers," aims to train more than 
,one of every six teachers in 
the nation next fall on using 
computers for everything 
trom third-grade reading to 
high school science. The USA 
has 3 million teachers. 

"It's like throwing a stone , 
in a creek and seeing the rip­
pies." says carla Schutte, a 
teacher at Moton Elementary 
School in Brooksville, 'F1a. 

Schutte has mentored 30 

middle-school teache'rs in a 
pilot projeCt ' 

Much of thetrairung is ex· 
pected to be teachers in­
structi ngothers at their 
school or in their district 

President Clinton, an­
nouncing the program as he 
honored 266 "Blue Ribbon 
Schools" in a South Lawn cer· 
emony, said teachers need to 
be "as comfonable with com· 
puters as with chalkboards." 

The 11 sponsors i!"lclude 
the National Education A.i.<;()­

ciation. American FederaL:vn 
, of Teachers. National ?TA. 

National School Boards ,~ 
ciations and other groups char 
will urge their member.; to 

' participate and tioan c'e a 
home page on the ImerneL 

The temporary web site 
tor teachers to sign up 
http:/ /www,ustc.orgi21stce~· 
turyl 

New York ,Times, May 30, 1996, p·.lI b 

New Step Toward the Computer-Friendly Classroom 
President <;:linton yesterday announced a computer congratulated Jill Mahler o(Mainland High School in ' 

:rainmg program for teachers. a volunteer initiative Daytona Beach. Fla,. a demonstration site for r:e\\' 
that is separate irom plans announced earlier thiS , technology, At leit is Education Secretarv Richa~r:: 
::-:ar to link (IClssrooms to the Internet. The President W' Riley. and at right. Vice PreSident Al 'Gore, 
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House To Consider 

100 School Choice Sites 


House leaders plan a vote this summer on an 
economic development package with a seven­
year. $5 billion school choice plan. 

~ouse .Majority Leader Dick Armey has prom­
Ised nud..July action on H.R. 3467, which 
would authorize scholarships for impoverished 
students to attend private and religious 
schools, said a spokeswoman for one of its 
sponsors, Rep. James Talent, R-Mo. 

The plan by Talent and Rep. J.C .. Watts, . 
R-Okla., would allow federal funding for school 
vouchers in 90 cities and 10 rural areas that 
would qualify for special tax incentives and 
federal waivers to spur economic revitalization. 

H.R. 3467, introduced last week, would require 
. all communities participating in the bill's other 
benefits to offer scholarships to low-income stu­
dents wanting to attend private or public 
schools they would not normally attend. 

That language may create problems when the 

~ouse Ec0r:t0mic and Educational Opportuni­

ties CommIttee takes up the school choice sec­
tion of the bill. . 


"rd have a real problem with any mandate 
from the federal level, .. Chairman Bill . 
Goodling, R-Pa., said in an interview this 
week. ~e shouldn't be making determina­
tions for all the public schools out there." 

'. Trying Again ' . . 
H.R. 3467's choice program is modeled after a 
Hous~ proposal to offer $3,000 scholarships to 
Wa.shington, D.C., students. That plan died 
~r Senate Democrats led a filibuster against 
It . 

Under H.R. 3467, the federal money could be 

spent at any private school, but reCeiving 

schools could refuse to accept students .. 


The scholarships would equal at least 60 per­
cent of the local public school district's per­
pupil spending. But the community could not 
give students more than that public school 
per-pupil funding . 

$2.0. Billion In 2002 
The bill would start by authorizing $200 mil­
lion for school choice in fiscal 1996, but Con­
gress is unlikely to appropriate money for the 
fiscal year that ends Sept. 30. 

The bill would allow appropriators to spend 
$200 million in fiscal 1997 and 1998 
$400 million in 1999, $500 million u;, 2000 
$1 billion in fisca12001 and $2.5 billion in ' 
fiscal 2002 for the school choice program. 

Goodling said he has not thoroughly reviewed 
H.R. 3467 and said his panel will struggle to . 
find the time to debate it soon. The bill also 
~ust clear the House Ways and Means and 
Banking committees before it will be ready 

. for a vote in the House. 

No compSnion to H.R. 3467 has been intro­
duced in the Senate. -David Hoff 
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ED Speeds Appeals For Loan D,efault Rates 

The Education Department has reorgani~ed its 

default review process as it tries.to drastIcally 


, reduce the time it takes to examme an appeal, 

an ED official says. 

The department's goal is to chop the review 
period from two years to just a few months. 

With the changes, the 1993 default rat~,ap­
peals should be finished, by S~pt. 30, saId 
David Longanecker, ED s aSSIstant secretary 
for postsecondary education. 

Instead of accepting appeals from every school 
dissatisfied with its rate, ED will focus onl:y on 
postsecondary institutions that stand to los~ 
eligibility to participate in federal student atd 
programs based on their default rates. 

"'We have heard from schools that' want to have 
their appeals heard," Longan~cker sa~d. "'We'd 
like to be able to do that, but 10 the hierarchy 
of needs, they don't rank as high." 

Last year, ED accepted the default rate figures 
without review for a number of schools not at, 
risk of losing eligibility. This year; those 
schools will not be able to file an appeal 

, Schools with default rates of 25 percent for 
three consecutive years are booted out of the 
two major federal student loan programs, 
while schools that reach a 40 percent default 
rate in one year are excluded from all federal 

, student aid programs. 

This year schools had a chance to examine the 
default rates before they were officially re· , 
leased. At that point, he said, schools could, 
take steps to correct the figures by wor~ 
with their lenders and guarantee agenCIes. 

But Nancy Broff, general counsel for the Ca­
reer Colleges Association, said the process 
hasn't run as smoothly as it should. 

She said some schools that tried to correct 
their default rates before the official publica­
tion date found that the problems were not 
fixed when the finalniJ.mbers were released. 

, r 

Although these schools were not at risk of 
losing their eligibility, some banks set a lower 
cutoff threshold for default rates, she said. 

"It can be important for schools with rates in 
the teens because there are banks that have a 
cutoff at 10 percent or 20 percent," Broff said. 

For fiscal 1993; 471 appeals were filed. 

But before ED can begin processing the 1993 
appeals, it must clear the backlog left from 
fiscal 1991 and '1992. 

On average. it's taken two years to process the 
appeals. During the appeals period, schools 
still can participate in federal loan programs. 

, 
, Clearing Up The Backlog 

This year, ED created two new staff positions 
to help process the appeals, and plaps to hire 
four more employees. 

, It also has contracted with KPMG Peat Mar­
wick to process the erroneous data claims and 
held an intensive twa.week work session with 
40 staffers to process the backlog, 

"They worked off three years of data in tWo 
weeks," Longanecker said. But there are still 
some 1992 appeals that await processing. , ' 
-Rebecca S. Weiner 
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House GOP Rejects Democrats' ED Addition 
House DemocratS failed yesterday to win the 
cash they say is needed to guarantee appro­
priators won't have to cut education spending 
next year. . ' 

Appropriators refused, 
Budget 19-29, to raiSe the amount 

'97 going to their Labor, 
Health and Human Serv­

ices and Education Appropriations panel by 
\ $2.9 billion over their chairman's plan. 

The House Appropriations Committee ac­
cepted, 28-20, the plan from Chairman Bob. 
Livingston, R-La., to raise the amount Labor­
lnLS-ED has to spend by $1.6 billion over the 
amount appropriated for this year. Both 
votes fell primarily along party lines. 

. . 

The increase falls short of covering account­
ing maneuvers Congress used to boost fiscal 
1996 spending in ED, Labor and HHS, which 
will sap the 1997 pool Rep. 
Dave·Obey, D-Wis., wanted an extra $2.9 bil­
lion for the subcommittee, to cover $1.3 bil­
lion in Title I money coming out of the 1997 
account, the use of $869 inillion Pell' Grant 
student aid surplus and several other gim­
JD,icks Congress resorted to for fisCal 1996. 

A Small Step Forward 
The Senate yesterday okayed, 75-25, an 
amendment from its Budget Committee 
chairman that would add $1.7 billion to his 
'fiscal 1997recomlnendation for education, job 
training and social services 

Spending in the account, which includes mon­
ey,Congress appropriates as well as spending 
on programs which guarantee services to all 
eligible applicants, such as student loans, 
would'reach $51.4 billion after the change 
proposed by Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M. 

Appropriators, however, may choose to ignore 
the budget blueprint's suggestions for educa­
tion, as long as they stay under separate caps 
for total domestic and defense spending. 

The Senate was preparing to vote late yes­
terday on its overall six-year spending blue­
print, S. Con. Res. 57. -David Hoff 
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Educationf Justice Kick Off Effort To Keep Kids In School 
The Education and Justice departments yes­
terday launched an $800,000 initiative to help 
bring children back into classrooms. 

The Youth Out of the Education Mainstream 
Initiative will target truants, dropouts, chil­
dren afraid of going to school, suspended or ex­
pelled students, and youngsters recently re-. 
leased from correctional facilities. 

A joint grant to Pepperdine University's Na­
tional School Safety Center (NSSC) in West­
lake Village, Calif., will fund a variety ofac­
tivities over the next year. 

"'Programs include everything from truancy 
prevention and community policing to alterna­
tive education, job training and school-based 
probation," said Shay Bilchik, administrator of 
Justice's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delin­
quency Prevention,. said in a statement an­
nouncirig the initiative with ED's Safe and 
Drug-Free Schools program. 

"Through regional training, we will give com­
munities the tools they need to develop a pro­

gram that serves their specific needs," Bilchik 
said in a statement. . 

This summer, NSSC will conduct four regional 
public forums to teach community representa­
tives how to build programs. 

NSSC is inviting communities to apply to be­
come one of 10 sites where the center will pro­
vide technical aSsistance and training to help 
education, law enforcement, social service and 
business leaders address students' academic, 
psychological and social needs. . 

At least halfof those communities will be em­
powerment zones, enterprise cominunities or . 
enhanced enterprise communities. 

And the center plans to produce a resouree 
document to help other communities develop 
programs. 

For more in/ormation, contact Justice Depart­
ment. Office ofJuvenile Justice and Delinquen­
cy Prevention, Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse, 
Box 6000, Rockville. Md. 20857. 
(800)638-8736. -GeoffCamphire 
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Middle SchoolS Improving, Still Need Work, Study Says 

America's middle schools have implemented 
some key education reforms during the past 
25 years, but they still have ground to cover, 
says a report released yesterday. 

The National Middle School Association 
(NMSA) report commends schools on im­
provements in instruction and organization. 

Researcher Kenneth McEwin, an education 
professor at Appalachian State University, 
hailed the rise of "developmentally respon­
sive" practices, such as team teaching, which 
research shows are effective ways of reaching 
10· to 14-year-olds. 

In 1993, the share of middle schools reporting 
they use team teaching in the four core sub­
jects of language arts, math, science and so­
cial studies ranged from 42 percent to 59 per­
cent, depending on the subject and.grade. 

That's up from a: range of 6 percent to 8 per­
cent in 1968, based on one of several studies 
the report examines. 

Middle schools are maintaining a sharp focus 
on the core curriculum, NMSA says. 

. . . 

All of the 1,800 'schools surveyed in 1993 said 
they require students to take a full year of 
math in sixth, seventh and eighth grade. 
Ninety-nine percent had such rigorous man­
dates for language, 97 percent for social stud­
ies, and 95 percent for science. 

And middle schools are moving away from a 
traditional class schedule divided into uni­
form periods: 34 percent reported using flexi­
ble scheduling in 1993, compared to 25 per­
cent five years earlier. 

Despite the advances, NMSAoffers 32 recom- . 
mendations for further change . 

The report condemns middle schools for not 
widely using many strategies that education' 
research shows are effective, such 88 interdisci· 
plinary instruction. 

And McEwin says more schools would be using 
developmentally appropriate strategies if 
teacher training programs focused more on 
middle school· age students. 

-America's Middl.e Schools: Practices and Prog­
ress, a 25 Year Perspective- is $28 from Na­
tional M iddl.e School Association, 2600 Corpor­
ate Exchange Dr., Suite 370, Columbus, Ohio 
43231, (800)528-6672. -Geoff Camphi.re 

Recipe For Middle School Sueceu 

Aniong the National Middle School Associ. 
ation's recommendations: 

• Hold enrOllment between 400 and 800 

or reach out to students through approach. 

es, such as cross-grade teaching; 


• Allow two daily planning periods for all 

teachers teaching on teams; . 


• . Rely less on lecturing and more on ap­

proaches such 88 cooperative learning; and 


~ Cons~tently use interdisciplinary 
Instruction. 

http:Camphi.re
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Local···Schools 

Get Goals 'Go' 

'State Board of Education Gives Permission for Districts 

To Join Competition for Federal Dollars 
From Staff and Wire Reports 

CONCORD - New Hampshire school districts 
can apply for federal Goals 2000 money on their 
own. as long as the state Board of Education re- , 
mains convinced the grants will not undermine the 
state's ability to oversee and manage public educa­
tion. 

The board gave local school districts permiSSion 
yesterday to compete for millions of dollars in fed­
eral education grants after reaffirming its opposi­
tion to having the state apply. 

It also urged the LegIslature to uphold Gov. 

Steve Merrill's veto of a bill dire<;ting the state 
. board to apply for the money.' . 

The arguments against applying as a state were 
identical to those the board made against the feder­
al program when it voted not to apply last year _ 
that .there are too many federal strings attached. 
The board denounced the program as "an unwar­
ranted encroachment of states' rights." 

But board members said changes Congress made 
to allow local boards to apply on their own, as long 
as state boards approve, bypass the proViSions they 
found offensive. 

"This is not a program that I want our state to 
participate in. but it also isn't a program that I 
want to say to school districts 'You don't have the 
right or the ability to consider the impact for you,' 
so long as that impact doesn't undermine our posi­
tion to manage .and oversee education in this 
state," Board Chairman Ovide Lamontagne said. 

As chairman, Lamontagne, who is running for 
governor, did not vote, but relinquished the ga­
vel to outline his position. 

Lamontagne and other board members said the 

changes and letters from the federal Education De~ 
partment have convinced them the government 
will not review local education improvement plans 
required by applicants, will not exercise jurisdic­
tion over the state or school districts and will not 
undermine the board's authOrity. 

After minimal debate, the board voted 5-0 to au­
thorize the local applications. Board member James 
Steiner, a lawyer, was not present because he was 
involved in a court case. He sent a statement sup­
porting the local application. 

Afterthe'vote, Lamontagne said the state's oppo­

sition to Goals 2000 forced Congress to change 

the law and its administration. "We can claim vic­


. tory for both states' rights and local control," La­
montagne said. . 

Districts will compete for grants that typically 
range from $20,000 to $100,000. Nearly $9 million 

will be available over five years. The schools com­
petingin the first round of applications will be ga­
ing after a share of about $2.5 million, half of which 
\lI8S available last July, but not awarded because 
the state did not apply. . . 

A half-dozen districts already have said they will 
apply. 

The state education board also said the' state will 
not obligate itself to continue' funding projects 
should the feds cut off funding for Goals 2000. 

Board member John Roo~ of Bristol said applying 
for any type.of federal money carries built-in haz· 
ards: 

"The federal government is very prone to drying 
up program funds," Root said. He cited the crime 
bill .that was supposed to put many extra police on 
the streets but cuts funding. to communities in 

. about three years, leaving local taypayers to pick up 

More ... 
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GOALS 2000 
(Continued • • • 

expenses. 
Merrill, who opposed the state application, com· 

mended the board for "standing up for New Hamp­
shire's local control last year and for recognizing 
New Hampshire's local control this year." 

. Democratic gubernatorial hopeful Jeanne Sha· 
heen called the vote a victory for school children. 
communities, "and those of us who have fought for 
the last two years to force the state Board of Educa­
tion to reverse its : indefensible and irresponsible 
opposition to Goals 2000." 

After denouncing federal "strings," board mem­
bers disagreed mildly about what some perceived 
to be a string attached to its own action in authoriz· 
ing the local applications. 

Member John Root asked the board to include a 
strong recommendation that local boards restrict 
their requests to areas that "minimize the likeli· 
hood of federal interference in the management of 
their schools," such as buying computers. computer 
programs or training teachers to use them. 

Member Tracy Hatch objected, saying if the 
board didn't want to get involved in Goals 2000, it 
should stay out entirely, "and that includes giving 
direction to local districts." 

But the provision was added after other members 
said it was merely a recommendation. 

It was on Root's suggestion that the board reject­
ed state participation. "I feel very strongly that this 
is the sentiment of the vast m~ority of the people 

of the state of New Hampshire." he said. 
Gail Paine, the sole member to vote against the 

state rejection, said she had too many calls to 
count from people urging state participatiun. 

Member' Pamela Lundberg said her m~or con­
cern against having the state apply was federal 
strings. . 

Education Commissioner Elizabeth Twomey said 
her phone began ringing off the hook soon after the 
board meeting as local school officials called to find l 
out what happened, and' then asking "what do we 
do now?" 

She said her office would send application mao 
terial to school superintendents today. They have 
until July 15 to apply. TQe applications will be re­
viewed in Washington in August. and awards made 
in September. she said. 

"I agonized every step of the way," Twomey said. 
. "Clearly. I was in support of the state application, 
but I'm delighted that at least the locals are not 
blocked out of doing this." 

In Washington, the Goals 2000 office also was 
busy answering calls from New Hampshire. Staff 
member Frank Sobol said the program director 
walked by with a stack o.f about 20 telephone mes­
sage. slips. 

"The school boards for last two years have been 
trying to participate," he said. "Now that it's go­
ing to become possible. it sounds like they are real­
ly ready." 

They're Out of the Starting Gate for Goals 2000 

CONCORD (AP) - Now that they have permis­

SIon to compete for federal Goals 2000 money, New 
Hampshire.school districts have a month and a half 
to get their paperwork together. 

Information is in the mail from the state and 
from the Goals 2000 office in Washington. Federal 
officials plan to hold a workshop in the state next 
month to answer questions. 

The requirements are that grants be made to de­
velop or implement "comprehensive local improve· 
ment plans to help all students reach challenging 
academic standards." . 

At the Goals 2000 office in Washington, staffer 
Frank Sobol said ·the application is short, and can 
be completed without a grant writer. 

New Hampshire school districts will compete 
with each other, not districts from other states as 
they shoot for a share of $2.5 million available from 

. tast year and this year. 

Their proposals will be ranked on criteria includ­
ing: 
• Meeting the purposes of the law authorizing 
Goals 2000 (30 points). 
• Need for the project. (24).. 
• Plan of operation. (18). 
• Quality of key personnel (7). 
• Budget (5). 
• Evaluation plan (13).
• Adequacy of facility, equipment and supplies de­
voted to project (3). 

School districts including Dover, Rochester. 
Keene, Chichester, Nashua and Somersworth said 
they intend to apply. 

State Education Commissioner Elizabeth Two­
mey expects maybe a dozen more applications. 

She said the projects could range from enhanced 
teacher training to putting computers in the class· 
room. "They just need tq demonstrate how they are 
going to do it." . 
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themselves to DeI Giudice's word­

P.G. Official 

Seeks Easing 

Of Tax Limit 

Proposed Referendum 
Could Spark Battle 
Over County Spending 

BY Terry M. Neal 
and Wendy Melillo 
WIIIIIIinCton Poet sUfi w,;,..,. 

The chairman of the Prince 
George's County Council yesterday 
proposed a November referendum 
over county tax rates, setting the 
stage for a battle over control of 
spending 'priorities in a cash­
strapped county struggling to com­
pete with wealthier neighbors. 

By altering the county's long­
standing property tax limit, Chair­
mao Stephen J. Del Giudice's meas­
ure would give elected officials more 
power to raise and spend money. At 
the same time the chairman is pro-' 
posiDg to ease the tax cap, a weU-or­
gani.zed group of private citizens is' 
gathering signatures for a ballot ini­
tiative that would give voters even 
more control over taxation than they 
have now. 

The tax cap issue is centra! to a 
county that is trying to define its pri­

. 'orities and promote itself as a good 
place to live among its more affluent 
neighbors, such as Montgomery, 
Howard and Fairfax counties. . 

Proponents of lifting the tax limit 
say it has strangled the county's abil­
ity to fund schools. public safety and 
other important government servic­
es. Opponents say lifting the limit 
and increasing taxes would send the 
wrong message to county homeown­
ers and others who may be contem­
plating moving into Prince George's. 

Del Giudice's measure would have 
to be approved by the County Coun­
cil to get on the November ballot. 
Although they haven't committed 

ing, most of the council's nine mem­
berS;including those who support 
the tax cap. have said they'd be will-. 
ing to put the issue of modifying it 
OIl the ballot for voters to decide. . 

But perhaps the more difficult . 
part is, what happens next: Someone 
or some group must run the cam­
paign to convince voters that the 
property tax limit. known as TRIM 
(Tax Reform Initiative by Maryland­
ers), has outlived its usefulness, 

County Executive Wayne K. Cur­
ry (D) has made 00 secret of his de- . 
sire to see TRIM modified. Accord­
ing to business and community: 
leaders, Curry has been working ~ .• 
gently. behind the scenes to build 

~upport ior plans to modif'Y or over­
turn TRIM. But he has been unwill­

. ing to be at the forefront of any putr 
lic campaign to modify. or overturn 
it. Curry did not return calls seeking 
his comment. 

.And when the campaign to per­
suade voters to lift the taxation re­
strictions begins, the citizen group, 
with a history of success in running 
referendum campaignS, will betry­
ing to persuade them to do just the 
opposite. 

Private groups need to gather 
10.000 signatures from registered 
voters to get an issue on the ballot. 
The anti-tax group, Truth in Taxa­
tion, has gathered about 2.000 so 
far, one of its leaders said yesterday. 

Truth in Taxation is proposing a 
measure even stricter than TRIM. 

which prevents elected leaders from 
increasing the property tax rate. 
The measure would require voter 
approvaJ of all new taxes and tax in­
creases. as well as voter approval of 
many government fees. 

Del Giudice (D-2nd District) stood 
alone behind a lectern yesterday to 
announce his plan, just minutes after 
the council approved a $1.2 billion 
county government budget that 
maintains most services at current 
or lower levels. But he said council 
member Anne T. MacKinnon (D-3rd 
District) will ro-sponsor the TRIM 
bill. Under Del Giudice's plan. voters 
would be asked to revamp the struc­

_ture of local government. 
TRIM applies only to taxes levied 

by county government. It has limited 
the property tax rate to $2.40 per 

$100 of assessed valuatlon. But it 
does not limit property taxes levied 
by other agencies. such as the Mary· 
land-National Capital Park and Plan­
rung Commission and the storm wa­
ter management district. Those 
agencies have property tax rates of . 
61 cents and 13.5 cents, respective­
ly. 
.. Under. Del Giudice's proposed 
measure, those agencies and their 
tax rates would be brought under 
county control. The grand total tax 
rate of $3.145 could. be increased by 
a maximum of 3 percent a year with 
only the-approval of two-thirds of the 
council: 

-The county executive and council 
would have the flexibility to use 
money from the· planning commis­
sion and storm water district for ,t1!.- .. 

er priOrities, such as scbools and 
public safety, as long as the gram-­
total tax rate stayed within the DeW-­
limit. State Senate President ~ 
as V.· Mike Miller Jr. (O-PriDc*"..,.., 
George's) said that such a ~..,. 
change might have to be ~ c:...: 
by the legislature. . t. 

Del Giudice said increasiDc pr.r 
erty taxes by a maximum cf 3 pc,..,'!) 
cent would generate about $18 mfc ~ 
lion of additional revenue a year. t 11'. 

He argued that the county'. ~ 
ture was being imperiled by 1e'V~ 

budget problems. . ~tJ
In the budget the COUDcil 

yesterday, Del Giudice said. 
leaders had to find miDioDI cf . ~ 
tional dollars to fund schooJs at " 
minimum level required by .ta~ 
law. To do that, it had to cut &l~­
million out of other gov~t~ ~ 
vices, including the fire ~ 
sheriffs department and ~, 
coUeges. ~ uurl 

"What we have now is a aitua~ 'A 

that has e",]aved us: Del ~ 
said of TRIM. He said Truth m T . . ~ 
ation's plan "would further . ,'n 
us" by eliminating elected . ~ 
ability to respond to budget 'hM 
ge~~. 

More ••. 
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, k"lD 
Hyattsville resident Judy Rob~tn~, 

son, one of the leaders at Truth 
Taxation, said: ''The only way ~. 
can overturn TRIM is if the govern­ 1. 

.. .:&I!CL'ment lies to th,e people:' a~ ~.;ro 
dire the county s fiscaJ SItuatiOn.IS, . ~ 

For weeks, county leaders ba\'t' 
been discussing whether now. ~ 

. the· ..._q~1the tune to put questiOn 00 me . 
ballot. But the county's elected ~ 
ers have not' been eager to Iliil~ . 

their names associated with It-. 
tempts to repeal TRIM. . ~t!ir!:1 

Del Giudice called the Prin~ 
George's Chamber of Commer~ 
and said he was willing to sponsor ~ 
initiative to modify TRIM. buainetAI1 
and community leaders said. T~ 
chamber' decided to i:aIl tosetbet4J£:>. 
group of business, lab9r and ~ 
leaders to study the idea. ... 

On Tuesday, Del Giudice nt.\ 
with the chamber. members of ~ 
.school board, police and fire ~ 
representatives and several other 
groups at Prince GeQrge's ~ 
nity College to discuss the issuer 
The ·same group will meet agw' 
next week to determine whether it 

. 'would support efforts and aJao ICW: 
together a coalition to overtu:_J\~ 

TRIM. '"' 
~Any effort to support a modifica­

tion of TRIM must involve a coali­
tion." said Bonnie L. Beck, the cham· 
ber's executive vice president. 

County Council member Isd't" 
Gourdine (D-8th District) has 6leiRI,. 
bill· that would ask voters to e. 
nate TRIM and allow the counci1~: 
increase property taxes equal. to 21 

increase in the Consumer Price .....1 
dex. J1JU&; 

. But some council members were'!. 

cautious about supporting any rnd84 

ure. Council member M.H. Jim fs.s! 

tepp (D-9th District) said he WoUl<P1 

not support an attempt to overttIMl 


. TRIM until Curry takes a publtU~ 

stand. ;trit 


"It's time for him to step up to tIsl!( 
plate and decide whether be's aoidr 
to lead," Estepp said. I~ 

'n'J( 
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Legislature Sends $5M Kindergarten,Bill 

By OONN TIBBETTS 

State House Bureau Chief 


CONCORD - Although oppo-· 
nents insist the state doesn't have 
the $5 million to fund it, the 
House and Senate yesterday sent 
to Gov. Steve Merrill's desk a bill 
that will provide first-time ever 
$500 per pupil aid to' public 
school's conducting kindergar­
ten. 

"No, it (the bim is not perfect. 
but it's a heck of a lot better than 
doing nothing, which' is what we 
would have done for years and 
years and years if we didn't act 
this year." Merrill told legislators 
yesterday. 

The kindergarten measure 
passed the House on a 226-120 
roll call vote. The Senate adopted 
it by an 18·5 roll call vote, 

"How can we spend $5 million 
from the general fund when we 
are broke?" asked Rep. Warren I 

Goddard. R-Portsmouth. "This is 
more a tribute to the NEA than a 
benefit for children," he said. 

Rep. Neal Kurk. R-Weare. lik­

ened the state Legislature going 

down the path of the Congress. 

which he said spends money it 

doesn't have. "There is no money 

to pay for kindergarten. none, we 

have a deficit" 


But Rep. Charles Ferguson,' R­

Milford. insisted that the kinder­

garten bill "is $5 million of prop­

erty tax relief for your cities and 

towns." Others argued that it typ­
ically costs $1.500 a year for each 

kindergarten student and that if a 

community without kindergarten 

has to spend $1.000 per pupil to 

get a $500 per pupil grant; that 

won't provide property tax relief. 


Rep. Frances Riley, R-Man­

chester, said this "is legislation to 

make us feel like we're dOing 

something. but we're borrowing 

from Peter to pay PauL" 


Rep. David Scanlan, R·Canaan, 

urged legislators "to look at the 


. bigger picture" and make an 
investment in children. Rep. 
Channing Brown, R·Lebanon, 
suggested the issue be delayed to 
the 1997 Legislature. 

The bill' would provide Man­

chester with about $500.000 to­
ward its kindergarten costs. while 

for Laconia it would be about 

$106.000. 


to Merrill Sen. Tom Colantuono. R·Lon" 
donderry, said he was voting for 
the kindergarten bill because he 
had assurances through Gov. 
Merrill's legal counsel and the at· 
torney general that "local school "It's not a kindergarten bill. it's 
districts can establish vouchers a revenue-sharing bill," said Sen. 
for this program if they wish:' Jim Rubens, R-Etna, terming It 

Serio David Currier. R·Hennik­ ."a deficit bill." 
er, saId. "If you ,believe m the Sen. Sylvia Larsen. D-Concord, 
tootr. fairy, the money is there to hailed passsage. "It's right for the 
fund this bill. J can't hold my state to pay for kindergarten. We 
nose and vote for thIS," will find the money and we will 

fund it in the future," she in-But Sen. George Lovejoy, R­
sisted. .Rochester, said, "The $500 per 


pupil isn:t enough but it's an in- Senators. Carl Johnson. R· 

centive." . . 


Meredith. Rubens, Currier, David Sen. Debora. Pignatelli, D-Na­
shua, said she was "surprised and Wheeler, R-Milford. and Keough 
very pleased" the kindergarten voted against the bill. Sen. Tom 
bill was being passed "because I Stawacz, R-Hollis, was not pre­
would have bet it wouldn't have sent for the vote. 
made it." She said it will provide Gov. Merrill. as well as his arch$459.000 "in property tax relief 

rival; Sen. Jeanne Shaheen. D­for Nashua." .. 
Madbury, had advocated the kin­Sen. Bruce Keough. R-Exeter.· 

said Senate Bill 7 was a good bill dergarten bill and he is anxious 
funded by excess Powerball lot­ to sign it into law. 
tery money when it left the Sen- Shaheen termed it "a .small 


ate. It became "a bad bill" in the step forward in the over 20-year 

House because "it's down the fight to bring kindergarten to 

path so the $5 million bill be­ every child in New Hampshire." . 

comes a $40 million bill." 


Kindergarten
Bill Content 

Fa~ts on New Hamp­
shire s plan to spend $5 mil­
lion on kindergarten next 
year: 
• Districts would get $500 
per kindergarten pupil. 
• Pupils could be sent to 
private kindergartens that 
meet state standards. 
• An estimated 9,000 5. 
year·olds will attend qual­
ifymg kindergartens next 
year. 
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Student prayer debate 
has Fla. governor on spot 
By Lori Sham 
USA TODAY 

The latest twi'!t in the national de­
bate over school prayer baS put Flor­
ida Gov. Lawton Ch1les on the spot 

He must decide by Friday wheth- . 
er to veto or sign a bill alloWing stu­
dent-initiated prayer at graduations. 
athletic events and other "noncom­
pulsory" student assemblies. The 
proposal is a new attempt by school 
prayer advocates to overcome Su­
preme Court ruJ.ingS restrict:1ng reli­
gious activities in publlc schools. 

Florid3 is the eighth state since 
1992 to pass a student-lnltlated pray­
er btU. Oppa;itlon baS been unusual­
ly strong in Florida. Througb Tues­
day, calls and letters from the bill's 
opponents totaled 7,716, Compared 
With 6,555 from supporters. 

Chiles' dedston puts the Demo­
cratic governor in a lose-la;e situa­
tion. It he vetoes the bill. he risks 
allenating conservative Democrats 
and swing voters at a time when 
they're crudal to President amton's 
hopes ot ca.rrytng Florida in his bid 
tor re-election. 

"In the last two elections, (Flort­
da) baS become very competitive," 
says polltical scientist John Green of 
the University ot Akron in Ohio. "An 
aroused minortty can make a dUrer­
ence in a cla;e election." 

U Chiles signs it, he antagontzes 
Jewish and liberal groups that 
helped him narroWly deteat Presi­
dent Bush's son. Jei), In 19904's guber­
natorial election. "It Is the kind of sit­
uation that deftnes the word 
'dilemma:" UnMnIty of Flortda 
political scientist KeDDetb WaJd says.. 

Chiles could allow tile bill to be­
come law Without his signature. 
Some Democratic incumbents don't 
want to. have to answer tor a veto. 
The GOP controls the sblte Senate, 
where ba1f the members are up tor 
re-election. Republicans need tour 
seats to takeover the state House; all 
ils members face re-election; 

Religious preferences of Floridian;! 
Florida's religious profile closely approximates that of the USA as a 
whole, according to a 1990 telephone survey. Top nine responses to 
the question, 'What is your religion?': . 

Religion Florida USA 

Roman Catholic 23.2% 
Baptist' 22.2% 
Protestant 9.30k 
Methodist 8.2% 
None or agnostic 8.2% 
Christian 4.1% 
Jewish 3.6°k 
Presbyterian 3.6% 
Lutheran . 3.3% 

... 
A ~ CI:illes says he is 

praytaa about t:be dedsion. He won't 
~oUDa! his ded!ioD WU1I Frtday.

'The governor Is a very spiritual 
man. someone Who prays often and 
has reUed on· prayer tbrougbout his 
life," spokeswoman April Herrle 
says. "AI t.be same time, he ... has 
always bad a deep respect tor others' 
personaJ beUefs." 

PoDs indk:ate that a majortty ot 

Americans tavor some torm or 
SChool prayer. 

The propc:aU, part ot a popular bill 
to toughen education standards, 
spectAes that the prayer must be 
nonsect:artan and nonproselytizing. It 
must be student-initiated and led; no 
school personnel may partldpate. 

The Supreme Court ruled in 1992 
that cJergy-led prayer at graduation 
wat unconstitutioll8.l. Since then, sev­
en states have passed laws allowing 
student-lnltlated prayer, at least at 
graduation: Delaware, ~ppi, 
A.labama. Tennessee. Georgia, Ar­
kansas and Lou.isia.na. 

Flortda mirrors the religious pro­
me of the USA, accol'l1ln8 to a 1990 
survey. But It Is spUt Internally: The 
nortbern portion tends to have a 

26.20/0 
19.4% 
9.8'0/0 
8.0% 
8.20/0 
4.6% 
1.80/0 . 
2.8% 
5.2% 

greater number ot socially conserva­
tive Protestants, wbiJe south Florida 
bas more cathollcs, more Jews and 
more political llberals. 

"U Flortda were a person it would 
be diagna;ed as having multiple per­
sonality dlsorder, and I think it shows 
up in a.p. Issue Uke thJs." Wald says. 

Jewish groUJl!j are among the bill's 
main opponenlS. Florida baS the 
third-lUgbest percentage or Jews in 
the USA, at 3.6%. In the Miami met­
ropolitan area. 10% ot the population 
is Jewish. . 

The Amertcan Jewish Congress 
baS distributed 40.000 postcards ad­
dressed to the governor. urging hlm 
to veto the prayer bill. 

More ... ' 
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Student prayer debate continued••. 

Also opJXEng are groups that pro- . 
mote separation ot church and state 
and the Florida G:>uncil ot Churches. 
wttich represents 25 religious groups. 

"Students are taced with the 
choice ot either not going to gradua­
tion, or going to graduation and lls-. 
terting to somebody pray," says Marc 
Stem ot the Americsn JeWish Con­
gress. Such laws "focus exdus1vely 
on the speaker and run rougbSbod 
over the rights ot listene~" 

Supporters Induae many pastOrs 
and the Christian Coalition. wbich 
haS 180,000 members and activists in 
the state. State Executive Dtrector 
John Dowless sent out alerts to coun­

. ty chapters and to Qu1st1an radio 
talk shows. "We wanted to make sure 
the governor knew there was strong 
support," he says. 

Chiles' decision won't a!ect his p0­
litical .future. Chiles. 66, Is barred 
from seeking a third tenn. The tor­
mer U.S. senator says he won't seek 
allother oftlce. 
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Snuffing out 
.teen-agers'
cigarettes 
Minnesota's strict laws 
ottar others a blueprint 
By Doug Levy 

USA TODAY 


MINNEAPOLIS - Fear of a 13,000 fine and,a 
year in jail is enough to make store clerk Mollie 
Torjesen and her colleagues check IDs every 
time a young customer wants to buy a pack of 
cigarettes here. 

Even though the typical teen tells her to "go to 
hell" when she retuses to make an iUepI sale, 
she holds her ground. .. 

The store owner "doesn't want us to go to jail. 

"What we want is 
totaJ compliance, 
not periodic 
complianCe," says 
Ptymouth, Minn., 
offtciaj Craig 
Gerdes of efforts to 

! 	 cut tobacco sales 
to minors. "The 
sellers are part of 
our community." 

Torjesen says. 
The law is the 
law: no sales of to­
bacco produC1! to 
anyone under 18. 
And besides, she 
says, teens are 
too young to un­
derstand the risks 
of smoking. "I 
care very much. 
Smoking is bad 
for you." 

Minneapolis' 
and at least 47 
other Minnesota 
communities 

have fashioned local solutions to a national 
prOblem. Figures out last week show youth , 
smoking is at a record 35%. Despite adult sm~k­
ing hitting all-time lows, more kids are smoking 
now than at any time since the 19705. . 

The Minnesota elorts seem to be paYIng 01, 
and other states are watching to see what works. 

The Centers for Disease Control ';Uld ~en­
tion reports that 3 out of 4 teens nanon'!lde can 
buy cigarettes iIIegalJy, but a rec~nt Mlnnesoc:a 
survey finds the iIIep1 sales rate In that state IS 

49% or less. 	 u_...._-'ft 
, "They card everywhere," says Zoe AAJ ~ 
of Sf. Paul, who at 21 has to carry her ID w~en­
ever she wants a pack of cigarettes. She thinks 
it's a good thing and hopes it deters 9OIT1e teens 
from following her lead. 

In' Plymouth, Minn., the city council declared 
reducing tobacco sales to minors as a top goal 
for the year. Public safety chief Craig Gerdes 
worked with more than a dozen local ~cco 
merchants to write a law that bars vending ma­
chines and requires sellers to check IDs. 

Because the community got together and 
agreed that teen tobacco use was a problem and 
that ftghting it would also help reduce other 
risky behaviOrs, merchants were willing to coop­
erate, Gerdes says. This plan gets better results 
than occasional "stings" by a state or federal 
agency. Only 36% of Plymouth ~ores made Ille­
gal sales during a recent compliance check. 

"What we want is total compliance, :1ot per.­

odic compliance,· Gerdes says. He 
and his oftlcers try to work with 
stores and help them train their em­
ployees. "The sellers are part of our 
community." 

Other towns emphasize stiff lines 
for clerks and store owners who 
make illegal tobacco sales to minors. 
Mast also penalize teens who make 
illegal purchases. Minnetonka re­
stricts self-service tobacco displays 
and vending machines. . 

"We don't have an extremely re­
strictive tobacco ordinance," says 
Karen Anderson, mayor of Minne­
tonka and president of the League of 
Minnesoca Cities. "We all got togeth­
er and came up With an ordinance 
that Will work for us." 

Minnesoca Attorney General Hu­
bert Humphrey says. the successful 
Jaws are ones that require tobacco 
sellers to be licensed, that penalize 
store owners. clerks and illegal pur­
chasers and that have regular meth­
ods of enforcement 

Tobacco companies say that tough 
new Jaws are unnecessary and that 
voluntary programs to get stores to 
check IDs can make a big diler­
ence. The tobacco industry and the 
Minnesota Grocers Association have 
pushed for legislation that woul~ 
override the individual local Ordi­
nances in favor of looser statewide 
controls. 

"It we can encourage retailer 
training to just automatically card 
anyone they even remotely suspect 
may not be of •• that would reduce 
substantially the number of illegal 
saJes." says Nancy Christensen, who 
lObbies on behalf of the grocers. 

But locaJ oftlciais say' the indus­
try's programs - w.bich feature in­
store signs, window decals and tram­
ing videos for cashiers - are nearly' 
invisible. Two programs roUed out 
by tobacco companies last year ­
"Action Against Access" and "We 
Card" - haven't had any apparent 
impact at all. Gerdes says. 

Aaron Foster, 16, agrees. He helps 
the Association for Nonsmokers-Min­
nesota monitor compliance with age 
restrictions. On a recent afternoon, 
two out of six randomly chosen Min­
neapolis stores sold him' ttes 
Without any check of his 10. the 
stores that made the illegal sales had 
signs indicating they compli~ with 
tobacco company age restTictlon 
programs. 

And the clerk on duty at one cor­
ner store where he couldn't buy 
smokes told him to come back when 
the manager wasn't around. 

The question is, if everyone agrees 
that kids shouldn't smoke, why can't 
they agree on steps to keep tobacco 
away from them? 

President Clinton wants the Food 
and Drug Administration to regulate 

. tobacco marketing. Philip Morris, 
the world's top cigarette company, 
and UST, the biggest seller of chew 
and snul, propose instead a rederal 
law that includes more limited re­
strictions. such as barring tobacco 
brand T-shins, some kinds of ads and 
all vending machin~. 

More .•. 
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, continued ...Snuffing out 

The tobacco companies complain 
that Ointon and health activiSts are 
working toward tobacco prohibition.. don't say is that the program appliesThe health community counters that to only slightly more than half of thethe tobacco companies have a 4()' estimated 400,000 places that sell cig­year track record of. making prom· arettes in the USA. If Philip Morris ises that they don't keep. has no direct contract with a retailer, Humphrey says if the tobacco It cannot act. Merlo says. But it doescompanies were serious about keep­ reach stores that account for 80% ofing cigarettes away from minors, 

all tobacco sales, she says. ' they would work with local omcials This program and the company'sinstead of lobbying against them. ·proposed marketing restrictions "Why don't we sit down and put to­ show that the tobacco industry is tBk·gether a comprehensive program? It 
jog the youth access issue seriously,they want something real, let's sit Merlo says. "We're moving forward, down and talk. Instead. we get tull· ,and it's time the antis stop takingpage ads ... and excuses. " Hum­ shocs," she says. "If they really wantphrey says. 	 . to make a dift'erence on youth smok­Last year. Philip Morris an~ . ing. we all need to:work together." .	nounced a program that it said' 

would penalize mercbants who sell 
The Philip Morris proposal would,to minors and reward those who 

, bar tobacco billboards within 1,000comply with age restriction laws. 
reet of schools and playgrounds."We took them. at their word," 

But that proposal WOUldn't doHumphrey says. "We sent them the 
,much. says Bonnie Hammer, a St 
Paul· parent She watches as her 4­

paperwork (on 17 stores tined for . year-old plays on a jungle gym in a 
sales to minors). They carne back neighborhood park. Directly in front
and said they can't take action be- of him, on a billboard several hun­cause of their contracts." ' dred feet away across Interstate 94,

Pllilip Morris vice president Ellen Joe ~el putrs away on a cigarette.Merlo says the company has since lGds see tobacco billboards norevised its contracts and has contact· matter where they are. she says.
ed the Minnesota stores to remind '1Qds notice cartoon character kinds
them of the laws. Philip Morris is ot ads. I know from other parents
asking stores to post signs warning that their children recognize Joe 
teens that tobacco sales to· rniDors camel right away," Hammer says.
are forbidden. The company may, 
cut marketing payments to stores 
convicted and tined and will reward 
retai!ers not caught selling cigarettes 
'to mInors. 

What the tobacco company's ads 

Hammer thinks the m~ efl'ective 
approach is for parents and older 
kids to get involved and teach chil­

'dren about smoking. Sbe uses the 
billboard as an opportunity to talk to 
her children about how Ildvertising 
"makes you think (products) are bet­
ter than they really are." 

The bottom line is that all sides 
have to get involved on an individual 
basis, says Minnetonka's Anderson. 
Reducing teen smoking is nO( some­
thing any government can do on its 

,own. ' 
"Parencs, teachers, aunts and un­

cles. retailers and sales clerks, we 
can all help in some ways." 
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Minnesota Administrators Weigh In Early On HEA Renewal 
Minnesota's student aid community is suggest­
ing a more streamlined delivery of federal 
funds, in one of the first proposals for retooling 
programs next year. 

Until a coherent approach is developed, "our 

destiny is to have a number of random pro­

grams without specific direction that have 


. been designed to meet political ends," the Min­
nesota Association of Financial Aid Adminis- . 
trators (MAFAA) says in a position paper. 

MAFAA last week released its prop<>sal for re­
authorizing the Higher Education Act (HEA), 
which expires in September 1997. 

"Our intent was to get something on the table," 
said Dale Thornton, chairman ofMAFAA's 
reauthorization task force. . 

While lawmakers have put off any serious con­
sideration ofHEA until after the November 
elections, many student aid groups are organ­
izing for what could be a fight over the current 
lending systems. . 

GOP lawmakers have been trying to dismantle 
the Direct Student Lending program and are 
also concerned about how colleges are handling 
rising tuition costs. 

Congress is expected to approve a one-year ex­
tension toHEA while it works on the reauthor­

ization, meaning changes probably won't take 
effect until the 1998-99 academic year. 

The group said the government must first ex­
amine its student aid role. It suggests gener­
ating more corp'orate and family contributions 
by establishing tax incentives that encourage 
saving and spending on college. 

MAFAA calls for schools and states to provide 
greater matching funds for the Work-Study 
and Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Grant programs, and supports an Education 
Department proposal to relax regulations on· 
schools with low default rates 

But, MAFAA asserts, similar oversight should 
be used for all postsecondary institutions. M­
ter schools operate within standard regula­
tions, "regulatory relief can be provided on a 
case-by-case basis." 

"The problem should be with the defaulter, not 
the school," MAFAA's position paper says. 

The group plans to distribute its paper to the 
National Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators, ~well as other regional and . 
national higher education associations. 

For more information contact Dale Thornton.. 
director of financial aid at Concordia College in 
Moorhead, Minn., (218) 299·3010. . 
-Rebecca S. Weiner 
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Return 
to racial 

policies 

urged 

Professors chide 
U. of California 
By Carol !nnerst 
THE '''''''''''NOTON nMES 

An organization representing 

college and university faculty 

members yesterday urged the 

University of California board of 

regents to rescind its dedsion to 

end race- a!l.d sex-based hiring and 

admissions practices. 


A special task force createtfbr 
the American Associaoon of Urn­
versity Professors to investigate 
the regents' decision charged that 
the board dealt with the issue of 
affirmative action "in a partisan 
political manner" and violated"the 
spirit of .. shared governance 1fl 

coming to its decision. . . 
.. Indeed the striking fact about 

the July 20 decision was tha~ it 
involved no sustained consultation 
with faculty and administrators 
about the educational issues at 
stake;' their report says. 

"It's truly ironic that the AAUP, 
with its long history of defending 
academic freedom. would con­
demn the board of regents for vic­

, lating the norms of shar~ gov­
• 	ernance in defense of a policy that 

represent!: the acme of polit­
icization," said Stephen H. Balch, 
president of the National Associ­
ation of Scholars. 

"They've surrendered the aca~ 
demic case for immunity against 
interference by nonacademics." 

. "Partisan" and "political" de­
'icribes the AAUP's meddling in 
lhe.matter, said Jerry Cook. who in 
1992 sparked examination of the 
system's admissions policies that 

led to the regents' \'ote last year to 
.end preferen.:es, 

"They have a political agenda 
here." said Mr. Cook, who teaches 
statistics at University of Califor­
nia at San Diego and owns a com­
puter software development firm. 

When his son. who made Phi 
Beta Kappa and graduated magna 
cum laude. failed to get into Cal's 
medical school. Mr. Cook looked 
into the admissions records. dis­
covered the practice of racial pref­
erences and persuaded the system 
president to investigate. 

"Affirmative action was the 
most researched thing University 
of California ever looked at," he 
said. "Hearings went on for 
months.'~ 	 . 

Despite his wealth of informa­
tion on the affirmative-action 
debate. Mr. Cook said the AAUP 
Commission on Governance and 
Affirmative Action Policy refused 
to talk to him or look at his data in 

.preparing its report. 
"I have all the pieces here," he 

said. "Others have bits and pieces. 
In December, I called Joan Wal­
lach Scott [chairwoman of the task 
force and a professor of social sci­
ence at the Institute for Advanced 
Study in Princeton, N.J.]. 

"I said, 'If you want the corre­
spondence, get to me: I tried again 
in January and February. I talked 

. to secretaries and left messages 
on machines. 

"I called A. Leon Higginbotham 
Jr. rof Harvard University). 

"It's just irresponsible to ignore 
talking to the people closest to this. 
They have a political agenda here. 
Their problem is this is a sacred 
cow to them. It's awfully arrogant 
to say they should decide what this 
university should do. 

"They're a union, for God's sake. 
They wrote their conclusions and 
went backwards to fill in the story." 

Much of the AAUP report is de­
voted to a defense of affirmative­
action practices. Released yester­
day at a news conference, the 
report says the decision was "tech~ 
nically correct" but "ill advised." 

The AAUP commission recom­
mends that regents, administra­
tion and faculty reaffirm a com­
mimient to "shared governance:' 
that the university "avoid partisan 
political activity in deliberations 
about educational policy:' and that 
the regents not end affirmative ac­
tion until a thorough review of its 
impact has been conducted by a 
joint task force of regents. admin­
istrators, faculty and students. 
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Kansas City, State Agree To End Desegregation Payments 
The Kansas City !.!Chool district will join Mis­
souri in asking a federal judge to end state 
support of one of the nation's most controver­
sial integration efforts. 

State Attorney General Jay Nixon announced 
Wednesday that the state and the city's board 
of education have agreed on a plan to phase 
out state integration support over the next 
three school years. 

Set at $110 million for the next school year, . 
state funding would end after payments of 
$105 million in 1997-98 and $99 million in 
1998-99. . 

"This' proposal recognizes the eventual end of 
desegregation payments and provides what the 
parties have.sought all along: certainty about 
the amount to be paid," Nixon said in a 
statement this week.' . 

Serious Belt..Tightening 
How the 37,OOO-student.district would recoup 
the loss is uncertain. The state's contribution 
to integration efforts next year will represent 
about a third of the district's total $230 million 
budget. 

The state and district are looking for the sup­
port of the two other parties in the case: the 
teacher union and the attorneys for the par­
ents and students. 

Kat4leen Reed, president of the Kansas City 
Federation of Teachers, said the union hasn't 
taken a position but is concerned about po­
tential layoffs and increased workloads. 

Dianne Moritz, an attorney with Benson and 
Associates, the firm representing the parents 
and students in the case, said eliminating 
state funding would be catastrophic. 

"As one parent put it, there's going to be a 
$314 million party, then a big hangover," she 
sald in an interview. "In three years the dis­
trict will falloff a cliff if something isn't done." 

Edward Newsome, president of the Kansas 
City School Board, said the district could spend 

. the state money over five years while it ex­
plores fund-raising alternatives, such as levies. 

. The state's payments for desegregation efforts 
have helped fund such initiatives as magnet 
schools, capital improve~ents and salaries. 

Missouri has asked federal judges to declare 
that St. Louis and Kansas City are free of seg­
regation. The state filed a motion for Kansas 
City last month 

Nixon said he expects the federal judge over­
seeing the Kansas City case, Missouri u. 
Jenkins (63 USLW 4468), to consider the re­
quest this falL -Xavier.Briand 
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Crew Plans 
To Continue. 

Board Fight... 

Re-election Expected 
For Ousted President 

By JACQUES STEINBE.~~ 

Schools Chancellor Rudy CtE!VI will 
use "every bit of legal auth'ority 
available" to prevent Carm.-Sael 
Jr., the ousted president of Commu­
nity School Board 9 in the'.Bronx. 
from reclaiming his seat srwuld he 
win re-election to a new term; an' aide 
to the Chancellor said yester,CW'. 

Officials at the Board of Elections 
are still tallying the ballots~c\a'st in 
the May 7 school board races~\!:ttId by 
early last night they had rele~ the 
results in only 14 of the citY'S 32 
community school districts. l5i~rict 
9 in the West Bronx was not"M'l'long 
them. But Mr. Sael's victory seemed 
all but assured, given that lfnyY he 
and four other candidates were fisted 
on a ballot seeking to fill nine seats. 

Mr. Sael had knocked fou'rother 
opponents off the ballot berm-~ the 
election by challenging thetr'vpeu­
tions. But a number of canOiaates. 
including several removed ft'Offi the 
ballot. mounted write-in campaigns 
that threatened his lock on ~~lec-
tion. . ... 

In a year in which Mayor Rudolph 
W. Giuliani and Sheldon Silver, the 
Speaker of the State Assemb!Y.llave 
called for the abolition of the 32 
boards, the results in District 9. with 
its long history of corruption and 
poor academic performance. are be­
ing watched closely. 

Twice before, in 1988 and 1992. Mr. 
Sael was suspended by chancellors 
because of questions of financial im­
propriety. In both Instances, Mr. 
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School board race 
results are tallied in . 
just 140fthe city's 
32 districts. 

Sael, who has served on the board 
since 1975, was subsequently re­
elected. 

In February, Dr. C'rew suspended 
Mr. Sael and the oth'er eight mem­
bers of hiS board, citing the district's 
poor reading and math scores, which 
are the lowest in the city. and allega­
tions that district employees had 
been pressured to give' money to 
board members's re-election cam­
paigns. 

A Bronx judge dismissed the 
Chancellor'S suspension order in 
April, saying he had acted without 
proper evidence. But. earlier this 
month, Dr. Crew removed Mr. Sael 
from office again, citing a report by, 
school investigators that corroborat­
ed, the fund-raising allegations. Mr. 
Saez and the rest of the board remain 
locked out of their offices. pending 
the Chancellor's appeal of the 
judge's decision. 

Dr. Crew's aide, Harry Spence. 
said that, in the event of Mr. Sael's 
re-election, the Chancellor was hop­
ing to test a new state law, signed by 
Gov. George E. Pataki in April, that 
would allow him to wait up to a year 
before seating the newly elected 
members of boards under suspen­
sion. The new boards are to·assume 
office.in July. The law is being re­
viewed by officials at the Justice 
Department to determine whether it 
violates the Voting Rights Act. 

Three weeks after the elections, 
the Board of Elections has released 
r.esults in Districts 2 through 6 in 
Manhattan; 7,8,10,11 and 12 in the' 
Bronx; 32 in Brooklyn; 24 and 26 in 
Queens, and 31 on Staten Island. . 

In District 8 In the Bronx, two 
parents from Hunts POint, Edith Co­
lon and Anna Calderon. won first­
time seats on a· board that, they 
contend, has favored the more pros­
perous neighborhood of Throgs 
Neck. In District 1 on the Lower East 
Side, four candidates backed by Mr. 
Silver's political club won seats, and 
a stronger voice. on a board that the 
club had controlled for decades, but 
later lost. 

And in District 5 in Harlem, a slate 
of candidates who ran as progres­
Sives took control of the board. The 
slate was headed by incumbents Re­
gina L. Smith and Sandra Rivers, 
who have spent a frustrating three 
years on the losing end' of votes 
against a majority headed by Wyn­
ala Glenn, who has served on the 
board since 1976 and was also re­
elected. 

The ,opposition slate had accused 
. Ms. Glenn and her supporters of 
spending more time doling out Jobs· 
to friends and relatives than improv­
ing performance in a district. that 
has 5 of the 18 schools on the state's 
failing schools list. . 

http:office.in
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AIme Arundel Studies Ways to Tie Teacher 

Ratings to. Student Performance 
By Deirdre M. Childress 

~. 'i"run}ft'ln Pnsr ~raff Wntt:'r 

Just as great teachers leave an indelible 
mark on their pupils. so do poor ones. says 
Tom Twombly. an Anne Arundel County 
school board member. 

,Recalling his childhood education in D0­
ver, N.H., Twombly vividly remembers one 
of his elementary school teachers who was 
overwhelmed by her responsibilities to stu­
dents. 

"I had a bad teacher in second and third 
grade," Twombly said. "It formed a real scar 
on me. I was doing more teaching than being 
taught. Those were years that put me be­
hind." ' 

, Now. Twombly and the rest of the county 

Board of Education are studying ways to 
evaluate teachers based on student perfor­
mance, chipping away at what many educa­
tion critics have considered systems of virtu­
al tenure in the nation's public schools. 

wWe can no longer dance the lemons 
around. sprinkle the lemons by moving them 
around the school system." Twombly said. 
,referring to the practice of transferring the 
poorest teachers within the school system. 

"We have to look at the issue of accountabili­
ty and [publicI confidence.~ 

The Anne Arundel board's demand for 
tougher me<isures of teacher performance 
comes as school systems in the Washington 
area are trying to weed out weak educators, 
and as state education officials are pushing 
for higher standards for education generally. 
A committee of teachers and administrators 
gave the board a report this month suggest­
ing that student scores on standardized state 
tests be used as one measure of a teacher's 

performance. But board members say they 
want more measures and have asked school 
system administrators to find additional ways 
to link a proposed "teacher report card" to 
student progress; 

And at least one PTA. official is asking why 
educators don't add parent comments as 
well. ' 

But unions repr~nting teachers through­
out Maryland oppose linking teacher ratings 

, to student learning because. they say. every 
student does not enter the classroom, with 
the same ability and support for learning. 
The blame for failing students does not rest 
solely with teachers, they say. 

"You look at a situation like this, and why 

would anyone teach in a place like Baltimore 
City if evaluations were tied to student per­
formance?" said Bob Moore, an education re­
form specialist for the Maryland State 
Teachers Association. "The playing field 
would not be level for alI teachers.'" 

D.C. School Superintendent Franklin L. 
Smith and Virginia Superintendent William 
C. Bosher Jr. have been interested in tying 
teacher evaluations to student performance. 
but politically powerful teachers unions 
have expressed concerns and outright oppo­
sition. 

District parents have been stymied for 
years in their efforts to get tougher evalua­
tions of their teachers. many of whom have 
long held tenure. Smith is working with 
teacher representatives to develop a "union­
friendly" evaluation tooltbat would include 
measures of student progress. said Beverly 
Lofton. spokeswoman for the District 
schools. 

wEven when the board does [Smith's) eval­
uation, it is based on student achievement. 
and he said accountability does not stop with 
him." Lofton said. "It goes down to the front 
lines to the people working in the class­
room." 

More ••. 
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ANNE ARUNDEL, continued .•. 

Bosher floated the idea in Virgirua ldst falL 
but despite some interest from the state 
Board of Education. he never submitted it as 
a formal propoSal. said Margaret Roberts. di­
rector of corrununity relations. The idea met 
criti~ism from groups such as the Virgirua 
Education Association. which represents 
52.000 teachers. 

[f Anne Arundel did add student Scores to 
the measures of teacher performance. the 
county would be going further than state ed­
ucation officials. The state' overhauled its 
reguJations for teacher evaluations: in June 
1994 after a debate that pitted the statt 
Board of Education agairist the 45,OOo-mern­
ber Maryland teachers union. 

~aryland officials adopted regulations ilia l 
for the first time tied teachers' license re­
newals to their performance evaluations., 
The state board also cut the period for 
teacher recertification from 10 to five years 
and required that teachers show satisfactory 
evaluations from local school systems for 
three of those five years.'The regulations be-­
came effective in January 1995. and it will be ' 
1998 before the initial outcome can be re­
viewed by state officials. said Rochelle Clem-

son-Ingram. assistant state superintendent 
for certification and accreditation. 

In Aline' Arundel. John Kurpjuweit, pr.eai­
dent of the local teachers union. said ift. 
creased liriks to student progress such 'ci! 
looking at grades would be unfair becaUlie 
the learning environment is unequal eW'J!. 
Wlthin the same school system. He compar~ 
V:m Bokkelen Elementary School. which 'is 
on the jtate's list of failing schools, with _­
pley's Choice, often called the county's only 
private public school because of its afil~ 
neIghborhood. '. , 

"People say if a kid can't pass a test. it is 
the fault of the teacher, but there is ,I' krt 
more that goes into that," Kurpjuweit said. ' 

Parents probably would support a stron,­
ger link between teacher evaluations ane 
student progress if an equitable measur~ 
could be found. said Rita Lowman. presiMt 
of the county,Council of PTAs. She said such 
links also might pinpoint students who ~~ 
being promoted before they are ready. "., 

'1 think they have to be accountable in 
some respects because it is their ultimate re­
sponsibility to make sure Johnny can read at­
the level they say," Lowman said. 
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New Roundtable Chairman 
~~', ..... ' 

• The, incoming presidentQC 

George Mason University has' 

agreed to serve as chairman of; 

the Northern Virginia Round;': 

table, a group formed three year&.~ 

ago to bolster 'the intluence o{, 

school and business leaders who·, 

want more state money sent tg,~, 


the region. ", 

Alan G. Merten. now dean of: 


Cornell University's graduat,e, 

business school, had expressed.~ 

some reservations about leading. 

the group after he waschosenJQ.. 

replace outgoing GMU President. 


,George 	W. Johnson in July. But'} 
on Tuesday. after the group iDGj., 

cated it wanted him as c.bairrnan.; 

Merten said he wouldaa:ept the ~ 

post ' 

As current chairman. Johnsen, 
has been criticized for becomiuaf 
too involved with state poIitiC3" 
SOme Roundtable members were. 
taped during meetings suggestio"; 
that the group should reward teg.i 
islators who support its agenda.;: 
Critics. including Gov. George AI-, 
len (R), have said university offi.' 
ciaJsshould not appear to be lo8-= 
bying. Merten has said be waotB 4 

the group to hold some of '-it&. 
meetings off-c:ampus and to ~.. , 
come less political. ~.~ .. 

Roundtable members met·": 
Tuesday with 23 of the region~:" 
legislators on GMU's Fairfu"-i 
County, campus to discuss ~ 
legislative agenda for the corniftg'1 
year. The group also discussed its-: 
intentions to have Merten SIleo"! 

teed Johnson as the Roundtable's'" 
next chairman. Johnson said. -"" 

Merten said he will attend tKe.'~ 
group's next meeting,JW'Ie 27, as' 
an observer. In the meantime. he" 
said. he is scheduled to meet Jwte ; 
14 with Allen and his staff. ' 
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At PG school, a justice is still denied 

Thomas' 'uninvitation~ spurs council vote 

By L.;Sc \Jevar-s 
ana SLsan FerrecnlO 
THE 'NA51-HNG TON r!~ES 

Pnrice George's County Schools 
Superintendent Jerome Clark will 
not reverse his decision to "un­
invite" Supreme Court Justice Cla­
rence Thomas from a graduation 
program at a county school, de­
spite cries of censorship and intol­
erance, a spokesman said. 

Mr. Clark withdrew an invita­
tion for Justice Thomas to speak 
June 10 at the Thomas G. Pullen 
Creative and Performing Arts 
School in Landover, after some 

. parents and the local school board 
member threatened to disruVt his 
appearance. 

Opponents said Justice Thomas 
- the only black on the Supreme 
Court and one of its more conser­

vative members - had no busi­
ness speaking at a school in a 
mostly black area because his 
court rulings have hurt blacks, 

Faced with threats of a large 
demonstration, Mr. Clark told Pul­

. len Principal Kathy Kurtz last 
Thursday to rescind the invitation. 
Christopher Cason, a spokesman 
for Mr. Clark, insisted yesterday 
there were "no ideological under­
tones" to the decision. 

But angry parents and elected 
officials demanded that Justice 
Thomas be invited back. 

"We showed an incredible 
amount of disrespect and we 
looked like fools;' school board 
Chairman Marcy Canavan said 
yesterday. 

"You're talking about one of the 

... most powerful men in the coun­
try not being allowed to speak 
here." she said. "This is not some 
guy otT the street with an agenda, 
this is a Supreme Court justice." 

;"lrs. Canavan said she plans to 
write a letter of apology, and the 
Pnnce George's County Council 
voted 6-2 yesterday, with one 
abstention, to either apologize or 
Invite Justice Thomas to speak 
elsewhere in the county. 

Council member Audrey Scott, 
Bowie Republican, called Mr. 
Clark's decision to withdraw Jus­
tice Thomas' invitation "the epit­
ome of intolerance and bigotry." 

~lr. Clark pulled the invitatIOn 
at the insistence of school board 
member Kenneth E. Johnson. who 
told The Washington Post that 
"there's no place anywhere in my 
district for Clarence Thomas." 

The Pullen PTA extended the in­
vitation nearly a year ago, after 
Justice Thomas spent. 1 V: hours 
with 40 of the school's eighth­
graders during a tour of the Su­
preme Court. 

"He motivated the kids about 
staying in school. ~taying off drugs 
- messages kids really need to 
hear in this day and age," said 
Mary Modderman, president of 
Pullen's PTA. "The parents on the 
trip were so impressed when we 
came back, we said, 'This is the 
man we want to have speak at our 
graduation: " 

With the permission of the PTA's 
executive board and the school ad­
ministration, Mrs, Modderman 
wrote Justice Thomas, who ac­
cepted readily, she said. 

When the superintendent or­
dered Pullen's principal to with­
draw the invitation, Mrs, Mod­

derman said, Justice Thomas 
"graciously" agreed to back out, 
But the PTA still wants him to 
speak, she said. 
: "We feel very saddened the 
adults in this community have 
tried to steal this away from the 
kids. taking an awards ceremony 
for children and putting a political 
agenda to it," she said. 

. . Mr. Clark was concerned only 
for the students' graduation and 
awards,program. Mr. Cason said. 

"He wanted to prQtectthe kids 
from having their awards pro­
gram marred by a demonstration. 
These kids probably wouldn't have 
remembered their awards pro­
gram, but would have remem­
bered the pickets;' he said. 

Largo High School and Potomac 
High School, which offer law and 
public policy career courses. 
might make "the perfect venue" 
for Justice Thomas to talk to stu­
dents about legal theory. Mr, Cason 
said. Mr. Clark will discuss that 

pos~ibility With the school board. 
Mr. Clark did not respond to a 

request for an interview. Mrs .. 
Kurtz's office referred calls to the 
superintendent's office. 

Justice Thomas' secretarY saId 
he would have no comment on rhe' 
scrubbed appearance. 

Mr, Johnson' could not be 
reached yesterday. But even his 
supporters on the school board 
said banning Justice Thomas 
probably went too far. 
. "I supported the idea that the 
invitation not be offered in the 
first place;' school board member 
Alvm Thornton said. "What I'm 
against is [Justice Thomas'] 
access to our children in a context 
where there is the absence of com­
peting information about what he' 
represents." 

But Mr. Thornton, a political sci­
ence professor at Howard l'niver· 
sity..said he would not have de­
manded that Justice Thomas' 
speech be canceled if a school in 

his district had issued the invita­
tion. 

The school system has no offi· 
clal policy on graduation or guest 
speakers in general - and the 
school board is not likely to start 
one now. Mrs. Canavan said. Past 
speakers have spanned the spec­
trum from President Reagan to 
President Clinton to numerous 
members of Congress, 

"I'm chairman of the Board of 
Education, not the Board of Cen­
sorship," Mrs. Canavan said. ' 

Pullen is a "magnet" school for 
performing arts. with 826 students 
in kindergarten through eIghth 
grade. The program is deSigned to 
draw white students to the pre­
dominantly black neighborhood in 
an effort to racially integrate the 
school. . 

More. _. 



A JUSTICE DENIED, continued ... 

SorTie parents and observers 

'said they were angry or embar­

rassed bv the treatment of Justice 

Thomas 'and questioned whether 

one school board member should 

be able to veto a speaker. 


"If a .member of the school 

board has gone solo. It'S an abuse 

of office to be that high-handed,". 

said James Lipovsky, who has 

three children at Pullen, including 

one who will graduate in June. 


The county chapter of the Na­

tional . Association for the Ad­

. vancement of Colored People has . 

not taken a position on the issue, 

but chapter President Hardy 

Jones. said he did not "know any 

one person in the county who has 

the authority to uninvite some­

one." 


"Justice. Thomas is a national 

figure. I'm not always in step with 

hiS views. especially on affirm­

ative action, but this is not the way 

to deal with those issues," said Mr. 


. Jones. 
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Internet Access Weaves a Thngled Web for Schools 

By Victoria Benning 
V.,blUnI1'OO p"" Sutf Wnter 

At Hylton High School in Woodbridge, as­
tronomy students come in at 6 a.m. to bnk up 
by computer with a telescope in Pasadena, 
Calif. They order the telescope to take pictures 
of stars and galaxies that they then post on the 
World Wide Web, where they can be seen by 
students and scientists all over the world. ' 

"'Two or three years ago, we would have just 
sat down in class, the teacher would have 
passed out a lab [exercisel, we'd do it, review 
our notes and then take a test," said Dennie 
Boi<:e, a senior at Hylton. 

wThe Web makes astronomy more tangible. ' 
We can actually see the things we're studying. 
We can get on the Web and get the most up-to­
date information," said Boice, who designed his 
class's Web page. 

The explosive growth of the World Wide 
Web-where many thousands of computer 
sites offer lesson plans, projects and other in­
formation that can be used in schools-is 
changing the classroom experience for comput­
er-savvy teachers and their students. 

But that shift is far from universal. Educators 
and technical specialists say the big problem 
schools now face is,figuring out how to make 
use of the overwhelming amoWlt of information 
available by computer. And few teachers have 
the time, skills or training to take advantage of 
the technology, educators say. 

Washington area school systems are spending 
mi1Iions of dollars to wire classrooms and get their 
districts on-line, but officials admowiedge that a rel­
atively small amount of money is being invested in 
training teachers. Schools say their priority is to get 
the equipment, which doesn't leave much money 
for training in tight budgetary times. 

Complicating the issue is the uneven distribution 
of hardware and equipment Sc:me schools have 
computers in every classroom while others have 
only a handful used mostly as word processors. 

"Education is still in the industrial age, while the 
rest of the world is in the infonnatioo age. We have 

an this technology and nobody knows what to do 
with it," said John Wilkinson, an instructional PsY' 
chologist with JDL Technologies, a Minnesota­
based company working to help teachers use the 
Web and other computer technology. 

Every Washington area school district is pro­
,	viding some computer training for teachers, but 
it varies greatly and often depends on teachers 
taking the initiative. 

In classes with Internet access, Web use of· 
ten is limited to teachers directing students to 
search for information on a topi~-using the 
Web as a kind of encyclopedia. 

That can be a frustrating and tedious exer· 
cise. Say, for example, that a student is looking 
for information about dolphins for a report. A 
search for all Web sites that include the word 
"dolphins" brings up everything from recipes 
for mahi-mahi to information about the National 
Football League's Miami Dolphins. 

But teachers who have gone beyond such ba­
sics say the Web has made a tremendous differ­
ence, both in the way their students learn and 
in their enthusiasm for schooL . 

"It really expands the walls of our classroom,to 

said Andrea Cobb, who teaches advanced biology 
and honors chenUstry at Chantilly High School in 
Fairfax County. Her students have visited a "Ju­
rassic Park" site to study evolution, used periodic 
tables at the University of California at Berkeley 

. to study chemical reactions, and studied samples 
from Northern Virginia's deciduous forests-all 
via the Web. 

Students such as Hylton senior Lora Steven­
son echo Cobb's enthusiasm. 

"It makes things more real,'" Stevenson said. 
"We're not just studying what the SWl is made 
of or how things interact with each other; we 
can actqalJy see how these things work." 

Teachers say the Web can be used to teach stu­
dents at an Jeve\s. Fourth-graders at A1die EIerrieo­
tary SdlooI in Loudoun County collected water 

. samples and typed in information for analysis by sci­
entists in the Florida Keys as part of a Web project 
sponsored by the National Science Foundation. 

Although science seems to be the most popular 

Internet subject, mainly because of the wealth ci. 
government and university information a"ailabIe, 
there are many Web sites for other sub,iC!cts. 

Government classes, forexampie. followed DeWI 
of the RepubliCan presidential primaries and ca'lJCl8o 
es on the Internet. Geography students can find the 
most up-t~te maps of places such as the former 
Soviet Union and the former Czeciloolovakia. A 
Prince William County English class studying Be0­
wulf found pictures of the original parchment IDiUJQo 

script on a museum Web site. 
"It breaks down barriers; it totally empowers stu­

derits," said Nancy Carey. a technology speQaMt 
for Montgomery County schools. "We now hale 
students coming in before school. coming in O\W 
their hmch hour: staying after school. to work CD 
the computer-students you wouldn't expect to put 
so much extra time into their schoolwork.to 

One obstacle to more teachers integrating 
the Web into their curriculums is the sheer vat­
ume of infonnation available-all with little or 
no quality control. Anyone with a computer and 
a modem can post information on the Web. 

"If you asked teachers with Internet access a 
year ago about what's out there, they would hive 
said there isn't enough. There's been a mass proIif­
eratioo since then.... Unfortunately, there rean, 
is a glut of mediocre content on-line," said ADIty 
Carvin. new-project officer at the Corporatioo b 
Public Broadcasting and moderator of an on-line ed­
ucation discussion group. 

Some Web sites offer teachers guidance. Profet. 
sionaI magazines and organizations such as the Na­
tional Education Association also are trying til 
screen and catalogue Web information tor teachen. 
For the most part. however. teachers are Ie:amina 
through word of mouth and trial and error. 

"It's getting to a \Xlint where there is so mur::t 
. out there that teachers are coming on-line and get. 

ting overwhelmed," Carvin said "Until it becxlme! 
more focused, until we have things like annotatef 
Web directories, it's still going to be a very anarcbi 
cal and confusing environment The ,SO. percent Q 

teachers who don't have the time, interest or kDow 
how are not gomg to bother.· 
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Ah, the academic life after the Senate: 
Simon, Pryor, Simpson to go back to school 

By Jamie Stiehm 

"'hell Sell,ltL" \bjolirv Leader Boh Dole 
\R·K.II1.1 is either in the \\nite House or 
nursing wounds in his Watergate home, 
three of his departing Senate collea~es 
\\ill he kading the leisurelv aCJdemic fife. 

In the spring semester of 199i. Sen. 
Paul Simon (0·111.) is going to teach at 
Southern Illinois l'niversit\'; Sen. David 
Pnl \1' (D·.\rk.) is going back to a post at 
his ;llma mater. the l'niversitv of 
:\rbn..;as; Jnd in an unusual twist. Sen. 
.\lan Simpson (R·Wvo.) will be a visiting 
proft:ssor at the Kennedv School of 
t;.Aernmentat Harvard l'nlversirv. 

.\t Simpson's farewell "roast" di~ner last. 
week. his old friend and ideological adver· 
sar\', Sen. Edward Kennedv (D-Mass.) 
jok~d, "We're looking for;-'ard to c1\ilizilig 
that cowboy in \;lassachuseltS: at the grad~ 
uate schoul named for his late brother. 

''I'll be teaching them a few things: 

Simpson said in an interview, describing 


. plans for his course, "The Creating of ' 
Legislation: Congress and the Press." The 
\homing senator added. ''I'll be talking 
about stuff thev never read about in text­
books: How to reach across the aisle. how 
to keep the president in vour own party 
from vetoing a bill. how' to scratch and 
claw." 

Most important of the messages he wants 
to impart to voung minds. said Simpson. is 
to "tell them our line ofwork is not a profes­

sion to be scoffed JL It's not good enough to 
·'II ~U1d bt{ch.. \nHiamn fool can be a critic: 

Simpson said hisJanuarv toJune stay at 
the Joan Shorenstein Center, directed bv 
\lanin Kalb. will be a "wonderful trans;­
tiQn" for him and his wife Ann after 18 

. years in Washington. She will take art 
courses and the couple will live in one of 
Harvard's undergraduate student hous­
es, where thev were asked to take at least 
one meal a ~eek with students. "I said. 
hell, we'll take more than that. because 
we love young people: said Simpson, 

"The\'1l be the brigh!esL sharpt:s! kids I'll· 
ever meet. :\JS() the most privileged: , 

Simpson has alreadv prepared a Ii· 
page outline and reading list that in­
cludes his own book on the First 
Amendment, due out in the fall. But he 
sa,s it is fadrom academic theof\'. "I'm 
not a wonk. I'm a doer: said the senator. 
who has crossed swords with the press at 
several points in his colorful career, most 
memorablv during the Clarence Thomas 
confirmation hearing in 1991. '. 

While the Simps6ns will live in a new' 
emironmenL Simon and his wife Jeanne 
WIll be returning~home to ~akanda. 15 
miles away from the newlv named Simon 
Public Policv Institute at sOuthern Illinois 
Univwitv in Carbondale. 
, "Some'people have the misimpression 
that he was a professor before coming to 
the Senate." said his press secretarv Davld 
Carle, perhaps because of Simon's bow, 
tie, horn-rimmed glasses and generallv 
bookish appearance. . 

In fact. Simon was a small-town newspa- , 
per,edltor and publisher before entering 
poitucs. One course he will teach next 
spring is on nonficti'on writing. and the 
other is on the legislative proceSs. Simon, 
~e author of 16 books. will also complete 
hIS next book and continue to write on is­
sues important to him. such as televlsion 
vlolence. 

Good politicians and professors both 
have "a bit of the ham" in them. observed 

Simon. "I enjo\' the give a!ld wke \\lll1 ,Ill' 
dents: he added. . 

Pryor is going back 10 Arkansas, hut the 
. university town of Fayetteville is not his 
hometo~'n, After he teaches for on" 'ie· 
mester, he and his wife Barbara \\'ill reo 
turn to Little Rock. 

"I will be the beneficiarv of this experi. 
ence: said PrYor. "I will learn a lot more 
fromstudemsthan thev\'.ill from me::\5 
a Fulbright Distinguished Fellow of Law 

. and Public .\ffairs, the Arkansan 
Democrat will give a roving series of lec­
tures to political science, business and 
journalism srudents. 

Referring to himself modestlv as a ·sub­
stitute" teacher. PrYor said he ~ll not give 
grades or tests. but might hold office hours 
once in a while. ",\nd if no one shows up, I 
can go to the creek and go fishing," he said. 

'. Both he and Simon plan to steer clear of 
academic politics, which thev fear could ri­
val the Senate in minutia and intrigue. 
.one ofSimon's conditions for joining the 
Insmute was not ha\ing 10 sene on any fac· 
ultv committees. "You can waste an awful 
IOlof time deciding whether to have peas 
or carrots for lunch." said Simon. 

Like Simon. Pryor edited and published 
a small newspaper before running for of· 
fice. Discussing their future academic 
phase between Senate votes last week. 
Pryor told Simon about a class exercise 
idea: analyzing the front page of The :-.lew 
York Times. 
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What this year's graduates know 

By Daniel J. Flynn 

I
n the upcoming weeks, acade­
mia's elite Ivy League institu­
tions will hold graduation cere­

monies and send the Class of 1996 
off into the real world, 

If past performance is a good 
mdlcator of future results, these stu­
dents Will have a disproportionate­
ly large mfluence in 
govt'rnment, higher 
~ducJtion, the media 
and other institutions 
that shape our soci­
ety. It is because 
these students will 
hold such power in 
molding public opin­
ion and formulating 
governmental policy 
that i~ is important to_ 
investigate the ideas 
they will be taking 
with them from the 
academy on com­
mencement day. . . 

At best, today's students are por­
trayed as apathetic and lazy, and at 
worst as filling their heads with friv­
olous ideas. The proliferation of 

courses with title£ sounding mOre 
like pornographic mo,-ies than aca­
demic seminars Yale's" Drag 
Queens, lranssexuals and Queers: 
Anthropological Approaches,'" 
Brown's "Unnatural Acts," Penn's 
"Female Power and ~lale Domi­
nance" - hasn't helped to erase this 
stereotype. 

The demise of the core curricu­

lum and the ascendancy of "victim 
studies" - courses which address 
the grievances of women, minori­
ties, homosexuals, the poor and any 
other group that may have been 
slighted in history - has left many 
wondering the extent to which stu­
dents now receive a watered down . 
and ideologically laced education. 

Critics charge that these courses 
almost always give a one-sided pre- . 
sentation and are often character­
ized by the propagation of bizarre 
theories and historical untruths. A 
concept advanced in the field of 
women's studies holds that intuition 
and . feeling are women',. "ways of 
knowing:' while logic and reason are 
men's "ways of knowing," A number 
of African-American studies cours­
es trumpet the idea that Ancient 
Egypt was a "black" civilization. 
These are just two examples among 
many why these areas of study are 
found to be so objectionable, 

While it may be the case that 
overzealous faculty have attempted 
to forced feed young people ideo­
logical themes in the classroom, are 
students all that willing to sacrifice 
their education by enrolling in vac­
uous courses? 

Evidence that the growth of "vic­
tim studies" is a supply-side driven 
phenomena is illustrated by con­
trasting the small amount of student 

interest in such topics. with the 
enormous amount of classes offered 
by professors in African-American 
studies. women's studies. and now, 
even gay and lesbian studies. 

Exemplifying this trend IS that. 
with the exception of Princeton. 
every Ivy Leagu~ school now offers 
undergraduates more courses m 

women's studies than in economics. 
This, even as graduating seniors 
who majored in women's studies 
will be outnumbered by those earn­
ing degrees in economics at com­
mencement ceremonies by m'ore 
than 28 to 1 at Yale, 23 to 1 at Penn 
and 10 to 1 at Cornell, 

.At Harvard. where women's stud­
ies is the primary concentration of 
only 13 students (less than one-third 
of 1 percent of all who have declared 
mCijors), there are a whopping 63 
undergraduate classes listed under 
the program in the university's 
"Courses of Instruction" student 
handbook. The 18 students major­
ing in .-\frican-American studies can 
pick from over 60 courses. In con­
trast. there are 540 students who 
have opted for economics as tht'ir 

major. yet only 52 courses are 
offered primarily to undergradu­
ates in the subject. 

Students, who presumably realize 
that they will have to earn a job and 
become contributing members of 
society after graduation. choose 
their courses with the rules that 

. govern the real world in mind. If 
mankind is in need of experts in the 
disciplines of economics. bio-med­
ical science or government ..stu­
dents generally meet that demand 
by concentrating on those fields of 

More ••. 
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WHAT GRADUATES KNOW, continued ... 

study. COn\'ersely. if the job market 
dictates that the only occupatlons mouth's "Deconstructing Gender 
available to students focusing on Identity" and Cornell's "Housing and 
"victim studies" is to remain in Feeding the Homeless," which 
;,(;ademia to teach mallY of the same stresses "community volunteerism," 

:asses they enrolled in as under­ The much maligned Generation X 

-:radl!Jtes. then the Jemand for such should be cheered for its commit­


ment to traditional scholarly pur­

fields will be minimal. . suits. Baby-boom faculty and admin-


Professors, on the other hand. live :. 'istrators, who are entrusted with 
in a sheltered world that is not gov­ educating today's crop of students. 
erned by the rules which apply have a lot to learn from their students. 
everywhere else. Despite almost no 
demand from students. professors Daniel J. Flynn serves as pro­
conUnue to offer up a steady stream gram o.fficer of Young America's 
of ideological drivel in such courses Foundation. 
as Columbia's "Race. Gender. and 

the Politics of Rock 'n' Roll," Dart­



'1..8. 


THE WALL STREET JOl'RNAL THURSDAY. MAY 30.1996 p- t S 

A Much Needed Rally for Children 

A few years ago, :'Ilark Lewis gave up 

his Jub working for the Library of Congress 
and writing :'Iliddle East history books to 
pursue what he calls his "burning desire" 
to help' ciisa(lvantag-ed kids. His energy. 
clevotion and commitment permeate his 
third gTade classroom at Washington's in­
ner-CIty Garrison Elementary School. Says 
co!lea~e Dori Wilson, "~Iark is our :\Ir. 
Holland." of upus fame in the movie. 

~Ir. Lewis has a secret weapon: A num­
ber of his students participate in a special 
program called ElementarY Baseball. 
which organizes a student baseball league 

Politics & People 

By,.-\Iberr R. Hunt 

. and alsu includes teaching tools. like uSing 
the locations of major league baseball 
teams to teach third graders about geog­
raphy. The program was put together by 
another ~Ir. Holland-ty-pe character. John 
~[cCarthy, a former minor league player 
who combined his two abiding passions in 
life, baseball and disadvantaged kids. 

For ;j0 kids at· Garrison Elementary 
School- about 90C1, of whom live belOW the' 
poverty level and without a father-Ele­
mentary Baseball is more than just a sport 
in this recreation-starved city. It also in­
cludes tutoring programs with high school 
seniurs and special mentoring by judges 
frnm the D.C. Superior Court. The tutors 
work v.-ith the children on reading and 
\\Tlting weekly for the full school year. 
while the Judges attend their games and 
take them on field trips to the Smithsonian 
Ilr fhi' Chesapeake Bay, places they would 
otherwise only dream of going. 

:'Ilr. ~lcCarthy scraped up financial help 
from the courts and local businesses, but 
the Elementary Baseball progTam has ex· 
panded and flourished this year because of 
a;;50.000 gTant from the Justice Depart­

mem's Office of Juvenile Justice, Republi· 
cans who love to ridicule feel-good pro­
grams - remember the derision two years 
ago over midnight basketball-ought to 
talk to William ~!otlev and Terrence Col­
lier. They are third graders in :\Ir. Lewis's 
class who only a year ago barely could 
read. but who recently scored over 90'7, on 
their standardized tests; their enthusiasm 
for schoolwork is rivaled only by their ar­
dor for baseball. This is a terrific invest­
ment for taxpayers. 

It's also a microcosm of the agenda of 
this weekend's Stand for Children march 
on Washington to demonstrate for kids' 
causes, The march is being supported by 
3.000 organizations. including the Girl 
Scouts. the American Academv of Pedia­
triCians, Cat·holic Charities and some six 
dozen Junior League chapters. 

The organizer is ~larian Wright Edel· 
man, who heads the Children's Defense 
Fund. the leading advocacy organization 
for children in America. Critics complain 
that she's an out-of-style liberal and ar· 
rogant. But Ms. Edelman's passion and 
knowledge about what ails kids in Amer­
ica transcends the easy criticism of her. 
She rattles off data the way nine-year­
aids cite baseball statistics-three chil' 
dren die every day from abuse or neglect, 
every 32 seconds a baby in the U.S, is 
born into poverty, and America, the 
wealthiest land in the world, ranks only 
16th in living standards for our poorest 
children.. The Saturday event, she hopes. 
will be a launching pad for greater com­

. mitment to helping children. 
Kristin Moore, executive director of 

Child Trends, a research organization. 
reports that real progress has been made 
for the core needs of many' children: ed­
ucation, health and housing. But for at­
risk kids, disproportionately minorities, 
things have gotten worse. The percent­
age of children living in extreme poverty 
has doubled since 1975. 

Politicians of all stripes give lip service 

to children's interests but the simple !:ll·t 
is kids don't vote. Thirty years ago liber· 
als. with knee-jerk fear of raCISm. rejecre(1 
Daniel Patrick :'Iloynihan's propht'tlc 
warning about the breakdown 'Jf the black 
family. Thus for years they ignored the 
fundamental problem-the black illegiti· 
macy rate has soared to almost 70r; from 
25'!c during that span-and ceded the cui· 
tural and values issues for decades. 

IEscalatl~ Risk
IChildren bOrn ... 
135% 

I: 
30 

1 

15 ­

1Q ­

5 ­

o 
_.. la III¥IItf ... out 01 wedloci 

IIlnImKC-....wlllllltJllll cntllt 
fill Hallaltltllrllfll , . 

Many liberals also refuse to acknowl­
edge that you can't help kids without 
making politically difficult choices. Over 

. the past quarter century the number of 
children living in poverty has. risen ap­
preciably but the number of elderly IT1 
poverty has been cut in half - mainl~' be­
cause of government. A lot more is spent 
supporting the elderly and those priori­
ties ought to be altered. 

When it comes to childrenconser-va· 
tives are worse. House. Republicans last 
year constantly talked about the "future of 
our children" in defending their rollbacks 
of social services and tax cuts. Precious 
few of these kids at Garrison Elementar\' 
School would have benefited from anv­
thing in the GOP Contract With America. 
and many of their families would haH' 

More ••• 



Rally for Children continued ... 

been hurt by [he proposed cutbacks in wel­
fare. ~Iedic:lld. the .t!arned income tax 
credit. and nutritional proi{Tams. 

Ancj the push to rum most oJi ~hese so· 
cial services over ro the states is ominous 
for chlldrens interests. Some states do 
serve children's interests well: under Re­
publican Gov. George Vomovich more 
than 70t"( of the kids inOhio participate in 
Head Start. almost double the national ay- . 
erage. But there are more failures. Today. 
1~ states are under court order .to improve 
inadequate child protective services. 

The simple truth. as Ms. Edelman re: 
minds anyone who will listen. is that there 
are so many children with so many prob­
lems that helping them requires much 
greater efforts by corporations. charities. 
churches. state and local governments as 
well as the federal government. 

It also' requiresrjpsperately needed 
role models. The other day at Garrison 
Elementary young Terrence Collier's tu­
tor from last veal', Teddy Sullivan. a 
freshman at Duke University and, base~ 
ball pitcher there. came back to see him. 
Terrence says the Elementary Basebal' 
program not only taught him how to play. 
"but also taught me how to read'-: What 
does he want to do when he grows up:. 
'Play baseball for Duke," 

A few days earlier. Eugene N. Hamil· 
ton. chief judge of the D.C. Superior 
Court. umpired third base at one of the El­
ementary Baseball games. "All we're try­
ing ,to do is give these !dds what most 
other kids get at home," he explained be­
tween innings. John McCarthy has a sim­
ple answer when asked how he, deter- ' 
mines the success of the program: "!four 

'players come back as fathers and mothers 
and coaches some day to help .other !dds. 
we will have succeeded." To help the 
tragic plight of too many children .in 

. America we need considerably more re­
sources: we also need lots of people to 
leave the Lincoln Memorial with the com­
mitment of a John McCarthy .. 
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The Coming Phonics Revolution 

By CAL THOMAS 

W
HEN CALIFORNIA in.stituted the "whole­

language" approach to reading nearly a 
decade ago. it abandoned a tested and pro­
ven'method - phonICS in favor of one 
that has children guessing at words and 

inventing their own spelling and grammar, 
Whole language quickly spread to virtually. every public 

school. Attempts to restore phonics were rebuffed by the 
teachers' union and educational "experts." who claimed 
the new way was better. 

The results of this new approach are now in. Standard­
ized tests in California placed' that 
state's public schoolchildren in a 
tie for last with Louisiana as the 
worst readers among 39 states 
tested, Now. California public 
schools are beating a hasty retreat 
from the whole-language approach 
- word recognition taught by asso­
ciating words and pictures and 
re-embracing phonics. which tea­
ches children to string consonant 
and vowel sounds together. 

Because California set the na- CAL THOMAS 
tional whole-language trend and is now abandoning it, 
other states and Cities are following suit. The Houston 
(Texas) Independent School District (HISD), seventh­
largest in the nation. issubd a report by scholars and citi­
zens (under the leadership of honorary chairman former 
first lady Barbara Bush) that demanded a return to sys­
tematic phonics. 

Citing a study funded by the National Institutes of 
Health. researcher Barbara Foorman, head of the HISD 
Reading Committee, said. "What was found was that the 
more explicit the instruction in phonics, the greater the 
growth and outcomes in reading. Specifically, even 
though children started the school year at the same low 
levels ofphonological and word reading skills, by the end 
of the year the children receiving direct instruction with 
phonics were at the 42nd percentile on a standardized test 
of reading, whereas children receiving an embe(jded (inci­
dentall phonics approach were at the 23rd percentile (if 
the teachers were trained by the researchers) or at the 
21st percentile (if the teachers were trained by the dis- . 
trictl," 

Jack Pikulski. president-elect of the International 
Reading Association and a professor of education at the 

University of Delaware. believes "phonics is a necessary 
part of a balanced reading program. Ther~ is plenty of evi­
dence that phonics can get children off to'a good start," 

There's also plenty of evidence that teaching children 
to read earlier and better is only part of the solution to 
failing public schools. ColumnIst William Raspberry 
wrote, "The schools are dreadful because teachers are ill­
trained or afraid to exert discipline. or because the 
schools are cheerless. underfunded and unsafe," 

I would take issue only with his assertion that schools 
are underfunded. The Opportunities Committee of the 
U.S. House of Representatives reports there are 720 feder­
al programs identified as "funding education" at an annu· 
al cost of $120 billion. The total cost of education in 
America exceeds $474 billion. , 

"Public schools," rioted Raspberry. "are becoming the 
educational counterfeit of public hospitals: supported by 
taxpayers who will use them only as a last desperate re­
sort." 

Last week. GOP Presidential candidate Bob Dole saId, 
"Instead of instilling hope and discipline. too often our 
schools breed resentment, despair and mediocrity. Our 
schools are teaching recycling and AlDS prevention, but 
our kids can't add and too often aren't allowed to pray." 

Education reform is one issue Dole can make his own. 
President Clinton is beholden to the National Education 
Association. though he sends his daughter to a private 
school. For starters. Dole should recruit the first ladies of 
several states, such as Mary Lord Beasley of South Caroli­
na. Susan Allen of Virginia and Laura Bush of Texas. to 
help him endorse a return to systematic phonics in every 
state. 

Dole should also press Clinton on school chOice. If par­
ents could direct where they want their children educated 
- in government or in private schools - such competi­
tion would lift all educational boats. Now, the schools 
function as the phone company used to: as a monopoly 
that· benefits the education lobl;>y and allows schools to 
exert political influence. They have failed America'schil­
dren and their taxpaying parents. 

Improving the reading skills of children will help them 
do better in every subject. Granting parental choice ....':ill 
improve their minds and spirits. The NEA is for choice on 
abortion. Why isn't it for choice for those fortunate 
enough to have been born and for their parents? It is be­
cause the NEA wishes to reproduce its own worldview ­
and the only way it can do this is to keep most children 
trapped in a system even the moderately liberal William 
Raspberry calls "dreadful." 
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• ON SOCIETY By JC>H~ LEO 

Miss Piggy was a smarter choice 


K ermit the' Frn!! won an honorarY degree from 
Stlllihampllm ('olkg.: th.: other day. a ::doctorJte 
of ;,tmphibiolls I.:tters." Apparently the first non­

m:lmmal to <.:;,trn :1 de!!ree on Lon!! Island. Kermit was nice 
enl)u",h to deli\'er th~ k('\note address. most of it in his 
familiar rat·;t-tat ..:omICdic ~tyk. (.. Don't let my spindly little 
;,trm~ tool \ou. I..:an slam·dunk one mean basketball.") Not 
[0 gi\'e a\\:ay any trade '('cr..:ts. but muppet('er Steve Whit­
min: was scrunched down inside a specially constructed 
podium. while a mtniversion of the college\ academic robes 
was draped ()\('r h is green and froggy hand. 

A hundred ,)r mor.: students threatened to ·turn their 
back on the "Sesame Street" star to show their displeasure 
wi'th the college\ publicity stunt. It isn't easy being green. 
At the last minute the n:bellion Jaded. though a fair 
amount of muttering occurred. 
After five vears of hard work. 
said. Samantha Chic. a marine 
biology major. "now w.: have a 

. ,ock talkin", at our commence· 
ment. It's kind of upsetting." 

Over at Montclair State. hon­
orar\' de,m:es went to Bruce Wil­
lis ;,t'nd ~'ogi Berra. Showing ;,t 
grasp of po·pular culture. Mo-nt­
clair St:.IIC President Irvin Reid' 
5aid school lovalties "die hard" 
for Willis. whlhe life reads like 
"pulp fiction." (\\/10' get it.) 
B('rra. who n.:ver went to college 
or hi2h school. once ;,tgain cast 
him,elf in his familiar- role of 
\Ir. Dim. Festooned in cap and 
gown. he read a series of Yo­
~Iisms. ali ori2inallv concocted 
Ztnd polished t'O make him seem 
;,ts stupid ;,ts possible. Among 
thLlse he r.:ad:"When vou come 
tn the fork in the road'. take it." 
:md a m~n",leJ version of his 
well-known ~.lne-liner. "Nobody 

Colleges no longer show much rv-to resist entertainment values 
and the marketing power of theability to resist celebrity culture. celebritv culture. In this culture. - any Muppet can put a college on 

20e:S to that restaurant any 'more: it's too crowded." 
- That's entertainment. \\/eicome to the modern com­
m..::ncement Cer..::monv. where colleges strive to close the 
gap helwc..::n ..::ducation and entertai'nment by spraying out 
~egrees to any r.:cognizable p..::rformer. 

Amon!! those: who won de2rees this vear are Arnold 
Schv"arz':nt:gger (University 0'1' Wisconsin al Superior). 
Donald O'Connor I Chapman University) and Bill Cosby. , 
Cosb\. who ..::arn..::J a Ph,D. in education. also has a num­
ber 0'1' honorarY d~£ree5 and he added at least three this. 
spring. Comedians-usually do very well. In past years. 
hl1noree, included Jerrv Seinfeld (Queens College). 
Chev\ Chase (Bard). Dan Avkroyd (Carleton). Da Fonz 
(Henrv Winkler. Emerson) ~nd 'Jackie Mason. who re­
ceived' a degree from O:>;\'ord. Go figure .. 

Anyone attending a graduation these days must pre­
pare for the perplexing sight of academic robes being 

placed on the shoulders of who-is-he-again·.' minor char­
acters from sitcoms and other TV shows. This is indeed a 
strange phenomenon. but there is a reason, \hny SIU' 

. dents are delighted to see their TV friends right then:: lln 
campus. Many administrations are delighted because any 
kind of celebrity will create buzz. If the big stars cant be 
bothered. or if they demand huge appearance kes to 
come get a degree_ it's smart to gO with lesser lights. 

The-granting of honorarY degrees is an odd business at 
best. Ii's supp-osed to be done to recognize intellectual 
excellence. but variety is important on an honors list. 
. Does it matter much that Barbra Streisand is now Dr. 
Streisand .thanks to Brandeis University or that Captam 
Kangaroo (riding the nostalgia boom ) is one of our lead­
ing collectors of such degrees. with 18') 

Probablv not much. Finding 
____.::.;'9t1!t:llOjQRl!IIi1N"-AP 2.500 com'mencement speakers 

every year is a daunting job. Of­
ten a degree has to be dangled to 
attract awell-known sp-eaker . 
and graduates pay so little atten­
tion to commencement talks 
that few will care (or remember) 
whether the speaker was Moth­

.ei Teresa or Bullwinkle. Bill 
Buckley calls the commence­
ment speech "a kind of final ob­
stacle to their emancipation." 
The form is so tired. the rhetoric 
of youth facing the future 50 cli­
che ridden. that colleges might 
be forgiven if they import a 
Trekkie idol once in a while, 

Still. it seems clear that col­
le'ges no longer show much abili­

the map in a way that most doc­
tors. scientists. la""-yers or public 

officials can ·t.This same procedure has invaded the curric­
ulum. too. Since colleges tend to be financially desperate. 
consumer-driven places now. the curriculum is more ('nrer­
'taining, more' open to popular tastes and what students 
alreadv know and want to hear more about. Courses on 
Batman. comic strips and TV shows are routine. Yale offers 
one on "Troubadours and Rock Stars." possibly cov.... ring 
the career of Dr, Sting. a recent honorarv degree winner. 

Look for more honors to go to singersand sitcom charac· 
ters. In the past few years. degrees have gone to Cliff the 
mailmari from "Cheers" (Sacred Heart University). Scotty 
the engineer from'''Star Trek" (Milwaukee School of Engi­
neering). George the fall guy from "Seinfeld." and this year. 
Vivian and uncle Phil from "Fresh Prince of Bel Air" 
(Norfolk State. Virginia State) and Billy the hunk from 
"Melrose Place." Coming next May to a university near 
you: the former key grip from "Gilligan's Island." • 
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Sorry~ 
.	wrong 
Ideology 

The shunning of Clarence Thomas 
continues apace. Supreme Court jus­
tice though he may be, highest·rank· 
ing African American in the nation, 
almost certain to remain influential 
weD into the next century (he's only 
47), he nevertheless cannot get ordi­
nary speaking gigs. Now he's even 
been disinvited from an awards cere­
mony at a Prince George's County 
middle School. Children. it turns out. 
must not hear what Thomas baa to 
say. 

The invitation was originally ex­
tended when a group of kids from the 
Thomas G. Pullen Creative aDd Per­
forming Arts School visited the Su­
preme Court last spring. aDd Tbomaa. 
alone among the justices. asked them 
into liis chambers. They found him 
personable and friendly and willing. 
once the matter was raised. to be 
their awards day speaker. He had 
everything they wanted. except. as it 
happens. the proper ideology. 

"1 don't want him to have a forum in 
Prince George's County," said Ken­
neth Johnson. a member of the school 
board. Johnson, who is black.. demand­
ed of the school superintendent, wbo 
is black. that Thomas (who is black) 
be disinvited for. essentially. not be­
ing black enough. "There is no place 
for Clarence Thomas anywhere in IDJ 
district: Johnsoo said. What be 
means. in effect. is that tbere it DO 

room [or unpopular views. 
For Thomas this is nothing DeW. 

(He graciously withdrew.) He baa 
been denounced by the conventiooal 
black leadership in the most persooal. 
vituperative terms. The eminent ju. 
rist A.. Leon Higginbotham Jr. bas 
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"Children, it turns 
out, must not hear 
what Qarence 
Tho11U13 has to say." 
said of Thomas that he exhibits U a 

level of racial self· hatred which is 

clinically observable.· . 


Joseph Lowery, the head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership COO­
ference. last year likened Thomas to 
Benedict Arnold. Judas lscariotand 
~hat Brutus was to Caesar: an assas­
sin." Lowery told his audience. "We 
must pray for him." but given what . 
was already said, not even prayer 
could redeem such a man. 

Thomas keeps such strange compa· 
. ny Oudas. Arnold, Brutus) because he 
opposes affinnative action in all its 
forms. That means he has voted 
against "black majority" voting dis· 
tricts and minority set-asides. He 
feels-and feels strongly-that dis­
crimination in favor of blacks is still 
discrimination by race, and he doeso't 
like it one bit. Such programs are 
unconstitutional and. as luck would 
have it. I happen to think he's right. 

I also happened to think that Th0m­
as was not qualified for the Supreme 
Court and that some of his decisions 
have been downright bizarre. His coo­
servatism is not to my taste. and for 
too long he has been in the thrall of 
Antonio Scalia, for whom conaerva­
tive is, really, an inadequate term.' 
Still, on matters dealing with race. 
Thomas's is an important voice. It is 
also an impassioned one. 

Thomas argues that affinnative ac­
tion is demeaning to blacks and stig­
matizes them as needing help-not 
being good enough to make it on their 
own. He has spoken about his experi­
ence as one of the few blades at Yale 
Law School and the burden of being 
falsely perceived as not being quite up 
topac. 

He has talked, too, about the -cuJ· 
ture of victimology" of wttich af6rma.. . 
tive action is an essential compooent. 
and he hascbided thoee of Ilia fellow 

".' 


African Americans who are quick to 
blame "the man" for what may be 
their oWn shortcomings. He extols his 
own life story. In a compelling New 
Yorker article last month. Jeffrey Ro­
sen quoted Thomas telling Tuskegee 
students that he knows their fears: "1 
was there... , I'm no brighter than 
you all. and, except for being older, DO 

different." 
Thomas. of course, is different. His 

ideology is hard-right and suggestive 
of Booker T. Washington's. He has 
been attacked as fawning-more 
white than black and Republican 
white to boot-but his arguments are 
hardly nonsensical. In fact, a small but 
impressive group of black academi­
cians share his views, and their num­
ben-and their influence-seem to 
be growing. Thomas is vilified as an 
Uncle Tom of yore. bUt he well may 
be the wave of the future. 

Whatever he may be. scbooIkids 
anywhere could benefit from hearing 
him. In the first place. his personal 
stOl")' is worth hearing. And second. 
it's not as if his critics can claim such 
success. The black inner city has 
gone to hell in a handbasket while 
Lowery & Co. have been leading the 
African American community. If they 
are so sure that their path is the 
correct one, they should spend less 
time vilifying Clarence Thomas and 
more time engaging in a battJe of 
ideas. 

As for the Prince George's County 
school system, its first obligation is to 
educate its students-not impose 
ideological conformity. The kids could 
have benefited from hearing Thomas. 
Now, though, they could benefit most 
from at least ·one new school board 
member and a school superintendent. 
with some guts. 
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'New Sense of Race Arises 
Among Asian-Americans· 
By NORIMITSU OI'OISHI 

It was on a late \1ay afternoon 
In I !Jo9, three months aiter he had 
left the Philippines for :"Jew York 

. City, that Peter Bersamtn says he 
began to realize he was ASian. 

Drivtng up [0 Cape Cod, he 
:itopped at a cottage with a sign 
promising vacancies. But when 
Mr. Bersamin asked about a 
room. the keeper looked at him. 
told him no and closed the door. 
.. Before I got back to the car. I 
knew 'It," he said. "That was my 
first experience with racial dis· 
crimination and the beginning of 
my awareness as being somebody 
other than white." 

Until then. Mr. Bersamin had 
identified himself only as Filipino. 
But after meeting other A:?ian im· 
migrants in Queens over the 
years. the 50-year-old psycholo­
gist has come to feel less part of a 
national or ethnic group and more 
partof a racial one. He now felt 
kinship for the Chinese, whom he 
had regarded suspicIOusly in the 
Philippines, and for the Japanese. 
whom his father. a colonel during 
World War II. hated so much he 
refused to stop in Tokyo .on a 
t rans·Pacific flIght. 

Even as anti'immigrant senti­
ment attracts attention, tncluding 
comments hostile to immigrants 
from Julia Harrison. the Council· 
woman from Flushing, Asian­
.Americans are arriving at a 
crossroad. A generatlon after 
large numbers of Asian immi­
grants arrived here. many, like 
Mr. Bersamin; say they have un· 
dergone transformations in how 
they thmk of themselves. 

Many ASians stlll feel a strong 
sense· of their separate ethnic 
identities, and ethnic clubs stm 

MERGING IDENTITY 

A special report.· 

flourish in some cities and col­
leges. Yet the emerging racial 
consciousness is giving birth to 
many pan-Asian clubs. particu· 
larly in Queens, lower Manhattan. 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
where only in the las! two decades 
have Asians of different origins 
begun to live together. 

But if personal experiences and 
social and political pressures are 
instilling in Asian-Americans the 
American sense of race, the con­
sequences are unclear. They in­
clude more interethnic and inter­
racial marriages. 

Will members of the nation's 
fastest-growing racial group iden· 
tify themselves as Chinese·Amer~ 
icans or Filipino-Americans, the 
way ltalian·Americans or Irish· 
Americans.often designate them· 
selves? With a nod to their ethnic 
roots but their feet planted in the 
mainstream? Or will they end up 
defining themselves as Asian­
American, a term like black or 
African-Amencan, with its sug­
gestion of a separate race? 

Talk of Asian-Amencans as a . 
distinct racial group grew out of 
the civil rights movement. At the 
University of California at Berke­
ley arid at Los Angeles, students 
and fa~ulty members sought to 
unify Japanese- and Chinese­
Americans, who had remained di­
vided since immigrating a centu­
ry ago. But starting in .1965. with. 
the repeal of laws that had sharp: 
ly restricted immigration from 
Asia since the 1920's, the number 

of Americans of Asian descent rose to a 

critical mass, from one million in 1960 to 

nine million today, 


"Now you really have an emergence of 

the second generation," saidYen Le Espiri­

tu, a Vietnamese-born ethnic studies profes­

sor at the University of California at San 

Diego. "They're going to college. You see 

them not only identifymg with each other. 

They're also protesting at places like Co­

lumbia and Princeton to create Asian· 

American studies depanments, It's another 

indication of their becoming racialized and 

politicfzed in the United States context." 


Heritages Differ 

A Melting Pot. 

For OldC.onflicts 

, In Queens, the county on the East CoaSt 


with the highest number of Asian·Ameri. 

cans, the most recent Asian immigrants 


, remain divided by Asia's historical conflicts, 
'. while the older immigrants and their chil­

dren mix and identify racially with one an­
other. It is perhaps surprising these conflicts 

ha.ve melted in those cases, because their 

reminders, especially those of Japanese im· '. 

perialism, are etched throughout the bor­

ough, sometimes subtly and unexpectedly. 


At the Flushing public library, they are 

hidden on one shelf lined with Japanese 

children's books that older Taiwanese immi· 

grants, who grew up 'under Japanese rule, 

read to their grandchildren. They appear on 

Kissena Boulevard in Flushing on a Korean· 

owned store called Tokyo Bakery and in 

Japanese restaurants in Queens, almost all 


..owned by Korean immigrants. 
. In downtown Flushing's western end are 

. sh2Ps and restaurants belonging to Taiwan­
es. immigrants. Their Korean counterparts 

. arl clustered along Union Street, a block east 
: and a world away. 

Ryota WaId, 19, whose parents immigrat· 
: ed.to Elmhurst, Queens, from Japan, saw 
: hot fresh some wounds can be in a seventh· 
, grade math class when a Korean-American 
: girl sitting behind him learned of his Japa­
: nese ancestry. "She had this shocked look on 
, het' face," Mr, Waid said. "Like, you.got to be 
: ki~ing. And she told me, 'I don't want to be 
: YOt!T friend anymore.' And we didn't talk 
, after that." 

. More . _ . 
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continued . ..Among Asian-Americans 

But Mr, Waki said it was an isolated 
incident. He has fallen among second-gener­
ation ASian-Americans, Two years ago, he 
left a Japanese-Amencan church In Manhat­
tan, with few congregants his age, for the 
Reform ChUrch of Newton in Elmhurst, 

,where second-generation Taiwanese-Ameri­
cans attend English services, Recently, he 
joined a Korean Christian Fellowship club at 
:'-lew York University. . 

For Asian-Americans raised in neighbor­
'hoods with many Asians. racial awareness 
'begins early, 
: After immigrating to Flushing from Tai­
pei when he was 7, John Lee went [0 a public 
school most of whose students were black ann Hispanic. He was teased and made few 
Inehds. But a year later, things changed 
wh~n he transferred to PubliC School 32, with 
maRY Asian-American students, He made 
friends easily, even though his closest friends 

turned out not to be Taiwanese or even 

Chinese, but Koreans and a Thai. 

, "It Just seemed that they looked like me," 

said Mr. Lee, 22. a senior at Baruch College, 

explaining why he gravitated toward them. 

"There was a comfort wne. Everybody was 

In the same boat, struggling to learn English. 

We 'didn't say, 'Oh, you're Chinese,' or 

;You're Korean.' It was one big group." 

, On college campuses, away from the Asian 
immigrant neighborhoods of Queens, ethnic 
Glistinctions seem to matter less and less. 
Jennifer Bersamin, 19, the daughter of Peter 
Bersamm, is a sophomore at the State Uni­
versity at Binghamton, whose large popula­
Cion of Asian-Americans, she said. is from' 
the New York area. Because her last name 
lacks a telltale ethnic root, some of her 
ASian-American friends are not aware of her, 
Filipino ancestry, . 

"They don't ask," she said. "If they do. it's 
only out of curiosity." 

School nes 

When Campus 

Radicalizes 


In a survey of 237 second-generation Kore­
an.American high school students in New 
York. Pyong Gap Min, a Korean-born sociol­

ogist at Queens College, found that nearly 
three-quarters Identified themselves as Ko­
rean·American, compared with three-quar· 
ters of first-generation immigrants who 
thought of themselves simply as Korean. 
Only a few of the high school students chose 
the term Asian·American. 

But Professor Min said that will change 
when they go to college, especially on cam­
puses with Asian-American studies pro­
grams. To some extent, there is evidence 
that this is happening. At the Umversity of 
California and at Ivy League schools, for 
example, Asian·American clubs are organ· 
ized increasingly around race rather than 
ethnicity. At U,C,L.A., about half of· the 65 
ASian-Amencan student organizations are 
pan-Asian, said Don T. Nakanishi, director of . 
U.C.L.A.'s Asian American Studies Center, 

Dr, Min said this is partly owing [0 the 
influence of ASian-American studies pro­
grams, Which are concentrated in California 
and spreading to the East Coast. 

','Many of the people who teach Asian­
American courses are activists." he said, 
adding that Queens College lacks Asian­
American studies. "They indoctrinate stu· 
dents by emphasizing a common destiny, 
They make them demonstrate for Asian­
American studies. 

"If you have an institutional basis, you can 
do that. It's very important to shaping stu­
dents' identities. When they come to college, 

they may not think of themselves as Asian­
American. They may think of themselves 
ethnically as Korean, Chinese or Japanese. 
But their identities are changed." , 

Colleges hold a special power in shaping 
, Asian-Americans' identities. Only 3 percent 

of the country's population, they represented 
5A percent of the students in colleges and at 
universities nationwide in 1994, according to 
the United States Department of Education. 
It is the only racial group whose percentage 
of students was above their proportion of the 

. national population. 
Even at New York University, which does 

not offer Asian-American studies but which 
recently held an Asian-American heritage 
month and Asian athletic games for .the 

,I 


university's Asian-AmerICan clubs. social 
forces Lan have a powerful effect. 

Chi rruong. whose family left Vietnam in 
1975 and settled m Elmhurst. Queens, said 
she consciously tried to make rion·Asian 
friends in her freshman year. "I would see a 
big group of Asians and thmk. 'Oh brother. I 
hope I don't end up like that: .. she said, "I 
thOUght it would cut away your umqueness. 
stIfle your growth," 

Now a junior, Ms, Truong. 19. said all her 
close friends are Asian-American. and her 
boyfriend is Mr, Waki. She felt she '>l.a~ 
missing something by not havmg friends" 
other races. But her chOice was meVltable, 
she thought. As a freshman. she. had starIed 

going to the university'S Korean Chnstian 
Fellowship club, which despite its name had 
become pan-Asian in the last year She is now 
vice president of the club where she has 
made all her close friends, 

On a recent Wednesday evening. about a 
third of the 40 students who crammed into a 
small room at the student center to worship 
and sing included students of Filipino, Tai­
wanese, Japanese and Vietnamese ancestry. 

, (Last year, the Chinese Christian'Fellowship 
club changed its name to the Asian-Ameri­
can Christian Fellowship because so many 
non-Chinese Americans had joined.) 

Edmund Chiang, 19; a freshman from 
Woodside, Queens, whose parents immigrat­
ed from Taiwan, led the Korean·American 
fellowship m song. At Stuyvesant High 

. School, where half the students are of ASian 
descent, Mr. Chiang said his identity began 
shifting from "just being Taiwanese," 

"Now," he said. "I first think of myself as 
a Christian, then Asian and then Taiwanese." 

The Enemy Within 

Antagonism 

Or Assimilation? 


Some Asian-Americans say the political 

climate on campuses is Widening and multi ­
plying the country's racial fissures by pro- ' I 
ducing a generation with an antagomsnc 
attitude toward white Americans. Just as the 
Irish, italians and Jews enccuntered hostmty 
at the turn of the century but eventually 
aSSimilated, Asian Immigrants and their 
children can follOW the same path if they trv. 
they say. 

Mor.e. 

, 

! 

I 



New Sense ofRace Arises (~ J 

Among Asian-Americans continued ... 

Lance T. Izumi. a fellow at Pacific Re­

search Institute In San FrancIsco who served 

as a speechwmer to Anomey General Ed­
win Meese 3d dunng the Reagan Adminisrra­
tlon. said the climate IS delaYing the integra­
tion of Asian-America.ns. Although ~hinese· 
and Japanese·Amencans were excluded iln­
til after World War II, they have assimilated 
quickly in the last two or three decades, Mr. 
Izumi said. ' 

He pointed to the high number of mar· 
riages between whites and third- and fourth­
generation Japanese- and Chinese-Ameri­
cans. For Japanese-Americans, about halt-of 
all marnages are:now interracial. 

"There are many in my generation, and I 
include myself. who see more of the CQRl­

monalities and don't cling on to this idea 'of 
Asian-American," said Mr. Izumi, 37. a third­
generation Japanese-American. "But haw 
many of those third-generation VietnameSe­
and Korean-Americans will feel the same as 
I do now if they had it beaten into their heads 
that the majority culture is the enemy?" .. 

Critics like Mr. Izumi say Asian-Americran 
advocates, by emphasizing historidtl 
wrongs, promote the idea of victimhood:'a 
label that they say rings false when Asian 
Indians are the most educated ethnic grOUp 
in the nation, Japanese- and Chinese-Amen· 
cans eam higher incomes than whites, and 
two-thirds of all Asian-Americans were bOrn 
abroad. 

And while advocates stress solidarity with 
black and Hispanic people, many Asian­
Americans say they think policies like affk'­
mative action hurt them. especiaIly in eel­
lege admiSSions, by favoring black and His­
paniC applicants as well as whites. Asian- ' 
American high school seniors have the higt\­
est grades and test scores of any racHlI 
group, and usually do not qualify for affirma· 
tive acHon programs. ,. 

Politically, even in areas with conceritMi­
lions of Asian immigrants, like Flushing or 
Los Angeles, Asian-American candidates 'so 
far have had little success in uniting t1te 
Asian vote behind them. Because a smafi 
percentage of Asian immigrants register to 
vote - and when they do, Japanese-Ameri­
cans lean toward Democrats and Chinese. 
and Korean-Americans favor Republicans - ­
Asian-American candidates now must df,!j. 
creetly appeal to their core constitueney 
while being ethnically neutral enough fo 
broaden their appeal. .: 

Second-generation 'Asian-Americans are 
likely to become more politically involved, 
experts predict. But how their Identities take 
shape over the years will determine whether 
they become Involved in racial or maii!.­
stream politics. , 

"Which direction they take," said Michael 
Woo, a Chinese-American who ran unsut,' 
cessfully for mayor of Los Angeles in 19~~ 
and has since taught at Harvard aru:t 
U,C,L.A., "will depend on two factors: tl:ie 
level of continuing racism and discrimina.: 
Hon, and whether there is a continuing f10* 
of immigrants revitalizing the ethnic co~ 
munities," . 

'Asian-American advocates, who say rai;;~: 
ism is at the core of American SOCiety, say 
that Asian-Americans must form a votif11lr 
bloc, ,They pomt to the comments byMr:\-­
Hamson, the Councilwoman, who descri~ 
the amval of ASian Immigrants in Flushirll, 
as an mvaslOn. ' 

"I don't know if theyre Korean or chf 
nese," she said. "I can't tell by the name..:' 
The remarks drew more th?O 2:000 protes,;; 
ers, mostly Chmese and Korean Immigrants" 
also backed by other Asian groups, in front OJ. 
City Hall. . 

"It's all interest politics," said Mr, Nakani-, 
shi of U.C.L.A., adding that Asian-Americans, 
l11ight become a swing vote in a generation in: 
areas like California and New York. "!t'&; 
been played out for decades., The competitiOQ: 
50 years ago, for example, between the eth-' 
nic whites and white Angl~Saxon elites. It's 
very much part of the American tradition." 

But others. like Dinesh D'Souza, the Indj':'" 
an-born writer, say Asian·Americans are 
already assimilating into the mainstream 
through education and entrepreneurialism. 
These efforts provide a quicker ladder ,to 
success than political activism based on pro-' 
moting an ASian-American racial identity, 
Mr. D'Souza said, ' 

"This is a uniquely American phenom- ' 
enon," he said. "In other parts of the world, ' 
identity is not so flUid. You're born with it, so ' 
you haye no choice. But here it's constructed. 
And if you fail, you feel your life has been a : 
waste:" 

http:Asian-America.ns
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Goals 2OfXJ: .Strong, Local Academic Standards 
I agree with David Broder's assess­

ment of the potential of Goals 2000, but 
I disagree with his analysis that recent 
changes have watered down its benefits 
("Coming Up Shon on Goa.is 2000." 
OJH!d, May 151· . 

Mr. Broder's analysis is based qn 
three misunderstandings. First. he as­
sumes that as Goa.is 2000 was originally 
enacted. states were required to use 
nationaDy developed academic stan­
dards III their education improvement 
plans. &t Goa.is 2000 has always been 
anchored in academic standards that 
each state sets for itself. There never 
was any requirement that states use 
national model academic standards. 

Secood. be assumes that Goals 2000 
origioaIly involved federally sponsored re­

. view of. state academic standards as a 

cooditioo of participation. but there is DO 

Iooger such a provision. In fact. there 

never was such a review. Goals 2000 

maintains a loog-standing and apPropriate 

pcobibitDa 00 federal control over state 

currX:u.IUm and instructional matters. 

Goals 2000 originally provided for 

accoWltabilitv in the use of federal ftmds 
through U.S: Department of Education 
review of state education improvement 
plans. An amendment. included in the 
appropriations bill provides another op­
tion. It instead requires governors and 
state education officials to make their 
state education improvement plan wide­
ly available for publiC review and com­
ment. and to repon to the public each 
year on the progress they make in 
improving student achievement. 

Third. he assumes that under Goals 
2000 as originally enacted. states and 
schools could not use Goals 2000 ftmds 
to purchase education technology. But 
now they are able to use the ftmds in 
this way. In fact. states are accountable 

. for how they use Goa.is 2000 ftmds. 
States and ~ could always use 
Goa.is 2000 funds for technology. as . 
long as this use fit into an overall plan 
for raising academic standards and im· 
proving student achievement. Wyoming 
has been focusing its Goa.is 2000 funds 

. 	entirely on the introduction of comput­
ers in classrooms since last year. 

In Wmdsor. ColO.. the local school 
district has used Goa.is 2000 funds to 
enable parents. educators and school 
staff to be deeply involved in estab­
lishing local acadenUc standards.. Del­
aware is using Goals 2000 ftmds to 
enable local schools to develop model 
curricula based OIl state academic stan­
dards and to develop assessments tied 
to those standards.. 

Scores of otbei states and localities are 
using Goals 2000· funds to accelerate 
their drive to set and meet tough academ­
ic standards. Mr. Broder's concern that 
new amendments weakened Goals 2000 
is not warranted. . 

RICHARD W. RILEY 
5ecr<urr 01 EdotatIOO 

Washington 
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Legislative Update May 28, 1996. Education Daily p- S 

House education policy makers once again plan to take up special education al7'U!ndl7'U!nts ~his week. 
but progress on a six-year budget will be delayed until the Senate returns next week from us recess. 

Awaiting the Preiidi!nt', Signature •.. 

School Meals Revisions , 
H.R. 2066: Would negate Agriculture Departinent rules re- ' Last action: The House passed 
quiring schools to undertake detailed nutritional analyses of H.R. 2066 by voice vote on May 14, 
the breakfasts and lunches they serve. Instead, schools could the Senate passed it May 16. 
continue to use their existing analysis or any "reasonable ­
approach':.(ED, May 2). Nest action: President Clinton is 

expected to sign the bill into law. 

Recent or Upcomin.g Action .... 

Fiscal 1997 Budcet Resolution 
H. Con. Res. 178: The House's version of the su-year blue­ Lut action:' The Senate passed its 

print calls for spending $47 billion on education and training budget resolution"Thursday, 53-46. 

In fiscal 1997, down from $47.8 billion this year. It.recom­ The House passed its budget, 226-195, 

mends eliminating bilingual education and Goals 2000 school Mayl6. 

reform, as well as level-funding Title I. It recommendS the 

elimination of the Direct Student Loan (DSL) program and _ Nest action: House and Senate ne­

the elimination of "excessive subsidies in the Family Educa­ . gotiators won't discuss a compromise 

tion Loan (FEL) program. The Senate, version of H. Con. until at least next week. , 

Res. 178 calls for spending $51.4 billion on education-and 

training in tiscal1997, with level funding for Title I. It 

would cap DSL to 20 percent of new loan volume and about 

$3 billion'in FEL reductions~' ' 


[iRal 1997 Appropriations ' 

President Clinton's proposal would raise Education Depart­ Lut action: The House Appropria­

ment funding 7 percent above the fiscal 1995 level. with in­ tions Committee gave its Labor, 

creases focused on Title I, Pell Grant student aid and Clin­ Health and Human Services and Edu­
ton's initiatives. For example, Title I school district grants , cation Appropriations Subcommittee 

would rise to $7.2 billion; Goals 2000 school reform would $64.8 billion to spend next year

jump to $491 million; and school-to-work funding would hit 

$400 million. The maximum Pell Grant award would in­

crease from $2,470 this year to $2,700 in fiscal 1997. Nest action: House education appro­


priators may write a line-by-line plan 
June 6. Their Senate counterparts 
are. to hear from Education Secretary 
Richard Riley on June 13. 

Special Education Amendments . , 
H.R. 3268: Would change the formula-distributing Individu­ I..ast action: The Houe Economic' 
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) money over 10 and Educational Opportunities Com­
years to be based on state population and poverty figures mittee on Thursday postponed action 
rather than special education enrollment. The bill also would on H.R. 3268. which is being revised 
permit states to use a broad "developmental delay" category The Senate Labor and 
for children up to age nine, and would expand schools' au· Human Resources Committee passed 
thority to remove disruptive disabled students from cl,ass­ its bill in March. ­
rooms (ED, April 25). S. 1578: Would retain the current 
IDEA funding formula but would allow schools to use a Nest action: The House panel plans 
broad, two-prong test of disability to qualify students for ser· to take up H.R. 3268 on Thursday. 
vices instead of the existing 13 specific conditions. The Senate has not set a time to de­

bate S. 1587. 

Vocational Tumin, Refo~her Ed Repeal
H.R. 1617: The House version:wo d convert more than Last action: House and Senate con· 

100 education and training programs into three block grants ferees met twice last week., but made 

for youth workforce development, a~~t ~teracy and dislo­ little progress. '", 

cated workers, authorized at $4.9 billion Ul fiscal 1997. It 

also would let the Student Loan Marketing Association be­ Nest action: Conferees won't meet 

come a private venture. The Senate version woul~ create a again until at least next week. 

training block grant for youths and adults authonzed for 

$5.9 billion in fiscal 1998. , 
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Goals 2000 Compromise 
Lamontagne and Local Control of NH Schools 

The unanimous decision of the New should think twice before applying. 
Hampshire Board of Education. under Money is not the panacea for all edu­
the leadership of Chairman Ovide La- . cational ills, and becoming addicted to 
montagne, authorizing local districts 

· to apply for fed~ral Goals 2000 grants 
was a reasonable and principled ac­
tion. Here's why: 

The state of New Hampshire still 
declines to enter into an unequal part­
nership with the power-hungry feder­
al government for control of public 
education. Allowing local districts to 

· apply for the competitive grants does 
not encumber the state or invite feder­
al meddling at a state level. 

The Goals 2000 .program, as 
amended by the Republican Congress, 
is not the same boondoggle as the 
original. Under the amendments, the 
program is now being managed on the 
same basis as existing federal block 

an unreliable source of federal money 
would be foolish. 

[j 
For now, conservatives should focus 

on the larger issue of the federal gov­
ernment's continued involvement in 
education. Less than 7 percent of all 
school funding nationwide issues 
from Washington. which has no con­
stitutional authority for such federal 
do-gooderism. Goals 2000 is a side­
show; abolishing the Department of 

,Education is the ultimate objective. 
This only will be possible if the Re­
publicans retain their congressional 
majorities and Bob Dole is elected 
President. 

Doubtless Mr. Lamontagne's guber­
grants. It will not, as the original' natoriq,l opponents will attack him for 
would have, federalize New Hamp­
shire's schools. 

As Chairman Lamontagne points 
out, simply because local school 
boards are .authorized to apply for the 
grants does not mean they should or 
that all of them will. There isn't a lot 
of federal money - $2.5 million over 

· the next two years, not the $9 million 
windfall being boomed by some - to 
spread around New Hampshire's 167 
school districts. 

Also, the Board's action authorizes 
'only elected local school boards to 
apply, not district superintendents or 
other bureaucrats. And local boards 

an alleged flip-flop on his past opposi­
tion to Goals 2000. They will be wrong. 

Bill Zeliff will try to take credit for 
Sen. Al D'Amato's Goals 2000 amend­
merits. Al Rubega will continue to op­
pose Goals 2000 despite the changes. 
And Democrat Jeanne Shaheen will 
say New Hampshire should have 
taken the money two years ago when 
Goals 2000 was an outright Washing­
ton power-grab .. 

We've long opposed state partici­
pation in Goals 2000, but it looks to us 
that Mr:. Lamontagne has this just 
about right. . 

-Richard Lessner 
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No tax credit for religious schools 

PubUc dollarsfor parochial education 

violates church-state separation_ 

I OW'll should never have cracked open who build walled subdiVisions ann hire pli·' 

the door for public [mandaI support vate security guards rather than relying on· 

of religious education. But it did and, the police,force.' . 


pn::Wc18bly, religious leader'S are demand- The argument that the tax break would 

ing ever-mcreasing hunks of public ta.x:es. go to support the nonreligious aspects of 


Iowa rec:-entJy doubled the amount of tax religious schools sil:nply won't wash. It oon­

cre<lit allowed parents Cor each studt:nt. lit jures the Vision of an anny ot sk1l1ed .thw­

parochial or other accredited private 

sc.hools w$100 from the $50 voted in 1987. Parents clloose paroch fal 

Now, the sta.te's four Catholic bishops , education prDl'losely because .'t 

want it bounced to $500 per elementary "'" 

studp.nr., S1 ,000 per hlgh-schoolE!r. . offers religious instruction. 


It matters not how large a credit is in­
volved. nor which religion. Such credits are logians monitoring classrooms to be sure
direct ta:I..-payer support of reJigion in clear that religion dotan't ~ into secular suh­violation of the concept of separation of jects. ' . 
churth and state. Parents choose parochial education pre­Bishop Joseph Charron of the Des ctaely ~ it otters religious instruc­Moines Catholic Diocese said, "We believe tion, which. is precisely why the taxpayerstha.t parents ha.ve a righ~ to choose the. 

should not be expected to subsidize these ltlU5t appropriate education for their chil­ schools. If government promotes religion,dren" (no argument) "and tax dollars they 
citizens can no longer have confidence thatpay should be available to help them." 
it will not intenpl"e with religion.Wrong. Tax dollars d1verted to support re­


ligious education must be replaced by addi­ , When the door was cracl<ed open on tax 

tioIUll tax dollars taken from the bill101ds credits for parochial and other private ele­

of all taxpayers. rneJ\ta1'y and secondary education In 1987. 

If it is proper to give tax suppon to those the cost to taxpa.yers was $3.2 million. 
who choose not.· tD patronize the public Now the bishops are asking for $26 mil­
schools! it is equally proper to give tax lion (next time - ,who know~?). Dut the 
breaks to those who patronize expensive credit is wrong in principle, regardless of 
rromtry clubs rather than public ,parkst or the prire tag. 

http:studp.nr
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No justice for the Roosevelt beating 
yone still clinging to the hope that the judicial on injury by suspending all but 16 months for Mat­

system might provide some reliefor protection . tuM and Kennedy; two years for Seisay. Matturi and
~or our violence-ridden schools had a rude Kennedy '.'.ill have to do 100 hours of community ser­

awakening last week. That was when D.C. Superior vice,.Seisay 150 hours. (This can only seem like some 

Court Judge Harriet Thylor handed down less than sort of cruel parody to D.C. high school students. all 

rigorous sentences to three men who beat up a .of whom are automatically "sentenced" to 100 hours 

teacher at Roosevelt Senior High School in January. ofcommunity service as a graduation requirement) 


Kenneth Matturi and Nicholas Kennedy, both 19, Exercising remarkable restraint. CoL Scotti 

and Nabieu Seisay, 20. were hanging out in a hallway refused to criticize the judge - citing his faith in the 

at Roosevelt (where they are not students); making judicial system. But he had spoken up in court before 

noise and smoking marijuana. ROTC instructor Col. the sentencing, asking the judge to consider the 

Frank Scotti stepped out of his classroom to ask them damage wreaked upon education by fear and vio­

to leave. Shortly thereafter, the three attacked Col. lence. Nor, of course, was Col. Scotti the only one hop­


, Scotti and beat him until he was bloody.and uncon­ ing the full weight of the law would be brought 
scious - cheered on by a group ofRoosevelt students against the three criminals. Indeed, many in the city 
(whose names and punishment have not been were outraged when these three demonstrably vio­
released). The beating, during which Matturi, Who lent men, who had conunitted a vicious act in a place 
is black. allegedly called Col. Scotti a"white [exple­ meant to be a haven ofpeace and sanity for children, 
tive]:'left the teacher with a broken nose, cheekbone were permitted to plea-bargain and avoid a trial. a 
and eye socket, as weU as a concussion and facial­ jury, and additional charges of mayhem, burglary, 
nerve damage; he still has no feeling in part of his and drug possession. 
face. The usual explanation - an overload in the court 

Matturi, Kennedy and Seisay admitted theircrime system was offered. No doubt it was true. But one 
and pleaded guilty to aggravated assault. One might can't help feeling that ajury might have made it more 
have asswned that the nature and severity of the difficult for Judge Thylor to impose her fun-house 
crime merited the maximwn sentence -particu­ mirror view of the situation. 
larly since Kennedy and Seisay had been accused Judge Thylor's explaIiation for her remarkable 
two years ago (when they were students there) of leniency toward Matturi, Kennedy and Seisay? "I 
assaulting another Roosevelt teacher, who refused to believe they can benefit from it. They need a great 
press charges. Judge Thylor felt otherwise. She chose deal of help, help ofthe sort that youth today have 
to sentence the men Under the District's Youth Reha­ . no chance ofgetting at an adult jail facility:' she said. 
bilitation Act - which allows a judge to send 18- to The truth is, of course, that the "youth" really in 
22-year-old criminals to the Youth Rehabilitation need ofhelp here are the decent, peaceable students 
Center, a specialjail-within-a-jail at Lorton. The act beset by danger and violence at Roosevelt and other 
also allows the criminals' record to be cleared if they schools. They need the sort of help that can prevent 
stay out of trouble after their release. predators like Matturi. Kennedy and Seisay from. 

And for Matturi, Kennedy and Seisay, release will ruining their schools - or their lives. But that's help 
come far sooner than they deserve. Judge Thylor sen­ of the sort that youth today have no chance of get­
tenced them to only five years; and she piled insult ting from the likes of Judge Harriet Thylor. 
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UNITED STATES 

.DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION NEWS 
FOR RELEASE Contact: Diane' B. Jones 
\1ay 16. 1996 (202) 401·3725 

CEOs, EDUCATION SECRETARY E:\TDORSE FAMILY-FRIENDLY WORKPLACES 
BY SIGNING EMPLOYERS FOR LEARNING PROMISE 

U.S, Secretary of Education Richard W, Riley announced today that nearly 80 

businesses have joined the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education, and many have 

signed the Employers for Learning Promise committing their companies to family~friendly 

practices and partnerships to support children's learning. Last December, at a ceremony at 

Marriott International Headquarters in Bethesda. Md" business leaders joined the Secretary in 
. , 

launching this nationwide initiative, encouraging family and employee involvement in 

improving learning for all children . 

. Several members of the Employers for {earning steering committee attended President 

Clinton's Corporate Responsibility Breakfast today including Gerald Greenwald, CEO, United 

Airlines, Inc.; John Hendricks, CEO. Discovery Communications. Inc.; and Charles R. Lee, 

CEO and President, GTE Corporation. 

Other steering committee members inClude American College Testing, Hemmings 

Motor News, Hewlett-Packard Corp., John Hancock Murual Life Insurance Co., Marriott 

International, MatteI. Inc., Northeast Tarrant Chamber ofCommerce. Pizza Hut, School 

Specialty. Southern California Edison, and the U,S, Army, 

Riley applauded the employers' commitment to promoting family involvement in 

learning. "In this effort, good citizenship and good business sense. converge," Riley said. 

-MORE-' 
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"These business leaders understand that being family friendly is not just the right thing to do . 

. but the smart.thing to do. It can help an employe~ recruit and keep top workers. improve 

productivity. and increase employee morivation and loyalty. It is one·of the best investments 

an employer can make in the future." 

Family-friendly employers who have signed the Promise actively promote family 

involvement in learning by allowing time for employees to get involved in schools: initiating. 

implementing and supporting specific programs that promote family involvement in education: 

and providing resources to employees about how to become more inv?lved in their own 

children's education. Employers decide independently what policies and practices they will 

follow. 

Some examples include: 

o 	 GTE Corporation's "College Planning Seminar for Employees and their 
Families." a day-long, interactive seminar transmitted via satellite linking 
college admissions and financial planning experts with GTE employee families 
to help them plan for their children' s .college education: 

o 	 United Airlines' "Believers' Program" partnership, which allows employees to 
tutor and mentor 6th grade students. at a local elementary school during and 
after school hours. United pledges to provide up to four years tuition and fees 
for children in the program who graduate from high school; 

o 	 Discovery Communication's "Ready, Set, Learn!," alternative programming 
with the mission of offering parents educational programming that helps prepare 
youngsters to begin school; 

o. 	 John Hancock's program allowing new morhers to take up to one year of un­
paid pre- and post-natal leave, their management training seminars highlighting 
child care issues. and their!'sponsorship of educational activities for children 
during school vacations and ,holidays: 
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o 	 Marriott International's Employee Resource Center and parenting information 
series. which provide employees with expert information on parenting, child 
care and work/family issues: 

o 	 Pizza Hut's "Kids Hall of Fame" program. which rewards children ages 8-14 
who make a difference in their family and community. with post-secondary . 
sc holarships: 

o 	 the U.S. Army's partnership between Fort Hood's First Cavalry Division and 
the Killeen Independent School District which incorporates parent/teacher 
conferences as pan of military duty for all soldiers with children: 

o 	 Hemmings Motor News "Education Participation Days." which allow all 
employees. not just parents. two days off with pay in half-day increments to 

anend classes with children in local schools: 

o 	 School Specialty's matching funds program~ which matches up to $1,000 
donated by an employee to any public or private K-12 school: 

o 	 Hewlett-Packard's flexible work hours that allow employees to stagger their 
stan time to accommodate their children's schedules and volunteer at the 
corporation's on-site elementary school: 

o 	 American College Testing's "Realizing the Dream" program which provides a 
workshop and resources to 'involve parents in their teenagers' educational and 
career planning; 

o 	 The Nonheast Tarrant Chamber of Commerce actively recruits small and 
medium size businesses to sign a family-friendly business pledge; 

o 	 Southern California Edison's sponsorship of school-based pareming programs. 
such as the Parent Institute for Quality Education, a series of nine week, two­
hour courses on parenting. 

A conunittee of employers developed the Employer Promise for Learning to formalize 

their commitment to family-friendly policies. They. in turn, will use the promise and 

additional recruitment materials to encourage other employers to incorporate family-friendly 

policies for learning into their corporate culture. The promise is one way to help achieve the 

8th National Education Goal -- by the year 2000 every school will promote pannerships that 

-MORE­



will increase parental involvement and participation in promoting the social. emotiona: and 

academic growth of children. 

The Emplovers/or Learning Promise is an initiative of the Partnership for Family 

Invol vement in Education. an infonnal coalition of almost300 family,. education, business. 

religious and community organizations who promote children's learning through the 

development of family-school-community pannerships/ For more information about the' 

. . 

Employers for Learning Promise and other Partnership for Learning initiiltives. calI 1-800­

USA-LEAR.lI.J. 

### 
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\tay 21. 1996 (202) WI-1579 

FI~AL RESULTS OF HISTORY REPORT CARD ISSUED 

The U.S. Department of Education today released the tinal results of a tough new 


assessment of student achievement in U.S. history. 


"The test results say that our children simply don't know enough about our national past:' 

Education SecretarY 
~ 

Richard 
,~ 

W. Rilev said. "The challenge - for . states and communities is to set 

challenging standards, make sure teachers arewell-equippedand then get busy I,vith teaching and 

learning." 

- Using key historical events, documents, photographs and maps, the new test asked 


students not only to demonstrate knowledge of facts, events and people, b.ut also to have a sound 


understanding and appreciation of history. 


The National Center for Education Statistics /99./ :Vational Assessment of Educational .. 

Progress (NAEP) u.s. History Report Card, confinns initial findings issued last November, 


which provided infonnation on student perfonnance according to .major background 


characteristics of stUdents in the 4th, 8th, and 12th grades.. 


Three achievement levels - basic, proficient and advanced - were used for each grade 


assessed and reflected' what students should know and be able to do. In grades 4 and 8, more 


. than 60 percent scored at or above die basic level. while only 43 perce'nt of 12th graders scored 


at or above the basic level of achievement. 




Compared to other :-.rAEP tests conducted in 1994, smalier percentages of studerts in the 

8th and 12th grades scored at or above the basic level on the history assessment. For example. in 

reading 75 percent of 12th graders scored at or above the basic level. \Vhile in geography, 70 

percent of 12th graders reached the, basic level achievement. 

The tinal \rAEP history report card offers information on home and school factors that 

contribute to academic achivement, For example. 4th and 8th grade students who read textbooks 

and used maps and globes almost every day had higher average scores than those who didn't. 

And students generally performed better if they regularly discussed their studies at home. if their 

homes contained literacy materials, and if television viewing was held to a minimum. 

Among other findings in the final history report card: 

o 	 8th and 12th graders who did more homework had higher average scores than 
those who did less; 

o ' students whose parents had more education scored higher; 

o 	 students in the Central and Northeast regions of the country had higher average 
scores than those in the Southeast and West. 

, 	 ' 

The test. based on a framework developed by the National Assessment Governing Board. 

measured student performance in knowing. understanding. and applying knowledge in eight 

periods of U.S. history and focused on several themes: 

o 	 change and continuity in American democracy - ideas. institutions. practices and 
controversies; 

o 	 the gathering and interaction of peoples. cultures and ideas: 

o . 	 economic and technological changes and their relation to society, ideas and the 
environment; 

, 	 , 

o 	 the changing role of America in the world. 



" ' 

'11 

... .., -' .. 

Approximately 22.500 students in 1.500 schools participatt!d in the 1994 assessment. 

~AEP has monitored trends in achievement smct! 1969 :mu is the only continuing. 

n:ltionally representative assessment, of academic performance. 

Single copies of the NAEP history report are available while they !Jst from the ~ational 

Library of Education at 1-800-424-1616. 

### 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

THE SECRETARY 

May 20,1996 

Editor 

The Washington Post 

1150 15th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20071 


Dear Editor: 

I agree with David Broder's assessment ofthe potential of Goals 2000, but I disagree with his 
analysis that recent changes have watered down its benefits. 

Goals 2000 retains its focus on raising standards in America's schools, encouraging states and 
communities to improve their schools and promoting more grass-roots involvement in making 
schools better. These basic principles remain unaltered after recent Congressional action. 

Mr. Broder's analysis is based on three misunderstandings. First, he assumes that as Goals 
ooo was originally enacted, states were required to use nationally developed academic 

standards in their education improvement plans, but that there is no longer such a . 
requirement. In fact, Goals 2000 has always been anchored in academic standards that each Gstate sets for itself. There was never any requirement that states use national model academic 
standards as a condition of participating in Goals 2000 or receiving any federal funds. 

Second, he assumes that Goals 2000 originally involved a federally-sponsored review of state 
academic standards as a condition of participation, but there is no longer such a provision. . 
In fact, there never was such a review. Goals 2000 maintains a long-standing and appropriate 
prohibition on federal control over state curriculum and instructional matters. From the 
Charlottesville Summit forward, there has been widespread, bipartisan agreement among 
elected officials, business leaders and educators that academic standards ought to be set by 
states. without federal review or interference, and without federal funds tied to approval of 
these standards. 

Whik the federal government should not review and approve state curriculum standards, there 
must be accountability along with the investment of federal funds. Goals 2000 originally 
prmided for that accountability through U.S. Department of Education review of state 
education improvement plans. An amendment included in the appropriations bill retains·this 
approach, but also gives governors and state education officials another option to provide 
public accountability. It requires governors and state education officials to make their state 
educ.3.tion improvement plan widely available for public review and comment, and to report to 
the public each year on the progress they make in improving student a~hievement. . 

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE .. S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202-0100 
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. Third, he assumes that under Goals 2000 as originally enacted, states' and schools could not 
use Goals 2000 funds to purchase education technology, but now they are able to use the 
funds in this way. In fact, states are accountable for how they use Goals 2000 funds. States 
and schools could always use Goals 2000 funds for technology, as long as this use fit into an 
overall plan for raising academic standards and improving student achievement. Wyoming has 
been focusing its Goals 2000 funds entirely on the introduction of computers in classrooms 
since last year. School districts in Kentucky have been using technology to help students and 
parents learn together, and schools in Illinois and many other states have been using these 
funds to train teachers in the use of technology and for a wide range of other technology­
related purposes. 

Other states and communities are using Goals 2000 funds in other positive ways. In Windsor, 
Colorado, the local school district has used Goals 2000 funds to enable parents, educators and 
school staff to be deeply involved in establishing local academic standards~ Delaware is using 
Goals 2000 funds to enable local schools to develop model curricula based on state academic 
standards, and to develop assessments tied to those standards. Ohio uses Goals 2000 funds as 
an integral part of its overall accountability system, targeting the funds to assist schools with 
large numbers of students who. do not yet meet state standards. 

There are scores of other examples of states and local communitic;:s using Goals 2000 funds to 
accelerate their drive to set and meet tough academic standards. Mr. Broder's concern that 
the new amendments weakened Goals 2000 is not warranted. 

Yours sincerely, , 



Coming Up Short 

On Goals 2000 

PHOTOCOPY 

PRESERVATlON 


When President Clinton ad­
dressed an education summit of gov­
ernors and business executives in 
Palisades, N.Y., late in March. he 
won headlines by challenging the 
states to set rigorous requirements 
for promo'tion and graduation of all 
their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" 
in the schoob, he said, "While I 
hi;:lieve they should be set by the 
states . .. we' shouldn't kid our­
selves. Being promoted ought to 
mean more or less the same thing in 
Pasadena. Calif.. as it does in Pali­
sades. N.Y." 

The tho"!ght was 1I0t iI new one 
for Bill Clinton. A decade eadier, he 
had led a bipartisan effort, along 
with such Republicans as Lamar Al­
exander of Tennessee alld Carroll 
Cafl,lpbell of South Carolina, to raise 
the standards or American educa­
tion across 'the boarel. 

In the late 1980s, those gover­
'nors got their colleilgues to set out a 
half-dozen ambitions national goals 
'fO[ school reform' and said they 
w:mted to be held publicly account­
;]ble for reaching them by the end of 
the century. President Bush em­
braced them at an educati()n summit 
in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and' 
made them the centerpiece of his 
1990 State of the Unioll Address. 
With urging from Clinton, Congress 
put them in to legislation in 1994 
and voted funds· to help states 
achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost' unnoticed,. 
Congress scuttled that grand plan, 
arid the same President Clinton 
signed a bill that may make Goals 
2000 a toothless tiger. Both the 
Republicalls who forced the changes 
and the Education Department offi-' 
cials who told Clinton it was okay to 
acquiesce insist that nothillghas 
been lost in the process-tilat indi­
vidu;ll states will continue to press 
for better results from their school:;. 
But for a reporter who watched the 
birth, of the effort to create national 
goals ;wd' standards-so our kids 
measure up to interriati,9nal ~ompe­
tition~this looks like quite a come­
down. 

Uneler tile old plan, groups of 
scholars were given federal funds to 
develop national standards for core 
subjects. The English panel pro­
duced what' many have called use­
less jargon. The history panel's first 
try was highly controversial; its sec­
ond, much better. Math, science and 
civics standards were almost univer­
sally acclaimed. The standards were 
voluntary. but the Goals 2000 pro­
gram-adopted by 46 states-en­
couraged competition in standard-

setting by having all the state plans 
sent to Washington. where panels of 
educators from other states could 
rate them. 

Now each state will vouch for the 
worthiness of its own plan, without 
reference to the national standards. 
And if it chooses. it Cilll bailout of 
the stanc\;1rd-settlng exercise and 
instead use its share of the $350 
million appropriated for the pro­
gram to buy' computers for class­
rooms or other high-tech equip-' 
ment. 

In fact, th~lt is the ardellt hope of 

the man who wrote the classroom­

. computer option into the bill. Rep. 
Ernest Istook (R-Okla). "My desire 
wasito zero out [kill] the money for 
the progra'm," Istook told me. He 
was delighted when the House Re­
publicans did just that last year. But 
Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.). his op­
posite number 011 the Senate Appro-' 
priations Committee, got the money , 
restored" in the Senate, <Inri when 
they went into conference to meld 
'the bills, the two men had to cut a 
deal. 

Under pressure from his own par­
ty leaders, Istookagreed to iUll,d 
Goals 2000 for another year. But he . 
insisted on new language explicitly 
giving states the. option to' divert 
their Goals 2000 grants into class­
room compl,lter purchases, and he 
wrote the governors personal let­
ters urging them to spend their 
dollars for computers, not standards 
and tests. If, as Istook predicts, 
most states go that way, the whole 
federal standard-settillg exercise 
that Clinton helped launch a decade 
ago may' end. But the White House 
signed on, knowing that few would 
recognize how far the president had 
nloved from his original position. . 

That is how the system works in 
Washington these days. And i,vhat of 
the governors who started all this 
standards-raising effort a decade 
ago? Veterans such as Wisconsin's 
Tommy Thompson (R) and Colora­
do's Roy Romer (0) say they could~ 
n't care less. They have a new 
schenie in mind. They are attempt­
ing, with corpor<lte support, to put 
together a private clearinghouse for 
individual stilte reform efforts. The 

. structure, the staffing and the fi­
nancing are not yet in place, but 
Thompson and Romer say they will 
be soon. 

I hope that is true, but for 'no\v, 
the United St;]tes remains one of 
the very few advanced nations with 
no national. standards for its schools. 
And parents still must guess i.vheth­
er their children are reaUy getting a 

,21st century education. 

i 



,ft , 1996.06-24 14130 ~443 F.02/02, 
FROMi Wf=\SH FdsT-,~ITORlt=IL 

i 'lciJ «Or o:.l~~ 
/ 

proof of story LET/RILEY/; Requested by ROHN on 5/24/96 at 14:41:10 
-----------------------------------~------~~--~---~---~------~------~---~---

! 
I agree with David Broder's assessment of the potential of Goals 2000, 

I disagree with his analysis that recent changes have watered down its 
benefits.! 

but 

Hr. Broder's analysis is based on three misunderstandings. First, he 
assumes that as Goals 2000 was originally enacted, states were required to 
use nationally developed academic standards in their edUcation improvement
plans, but Goals 2000 has always been anchored in academic standards that 
each state sets for itself. There was never any requirement that states use 
national model academic standards., fe~~~ 

I 
.1 
I 

Second, he assumes that Goals 2000 originally involvedAsponsored ~eview of 
state academic standards as a condition of participation, but there i~ no 
longer such a provision, in fact, there never was such a, review. Goals 2000 
maintains a long-standing and appropriate prohibition on federa.l control 

~ 

over state curriculum and inlStructlonal matters., ' '\ " 
Goals 2000 originally provided for that aocountability through u.s. , 

Department of Education review of state education improvement plans. An ~, j 
amendment inoluded in the appropriations bill retains this approach, but \' 
requires governors and state education Officials to make their state ' J" 
education improvement plan widely available r public review and oomment, and I 
to report to the pUblic each year on the progress they make in improving 
student achievement.! 

Third, he assumes that under Goals 2000 as originally enacted, states and 
schools could,not use Goals 2000 funds to purchase education teChnology, but 
now they are able to use the funds in this way. In fact, states are 
acoountable for how they use Goals ,2000 funds. States and schools could 
always use Goals 2000 funds for technology, as long as this use fit into an 
overall plan for raising oacademic standard~ll.and improving student 
aChievement.1f" ~VJ'1G1M~ ~ 'c&er..Lt ~ JOti-.) rv~J 

In Windsor, Colorado, the local school district has used Goals 2000 funds 
to enable parents, eduoators and school staff to b,e deeply iovolved in 
establishing local academic standards. Delaware is using Goals 2000 funds to 
enable local schools to develop 'model curricula based on state academic 
standards, and to develop assess~ents tied to those standards. Ohio uses 
loals 2000 funds as an integral part of its overall accountability system, 
t~rqetinq the funds to assist schools with large numbers of stUdents who do 
~ot yet meet state standards.! 

Scores ot other examples of states and local oommunities are using Goals 
2000 funds to accelerate their drive to set and meet tough academic­
ptandards. Hr. Broder's concern that new amendments weakened Goals 2000 is 
lot, warranted. f 
HeNARD w. RILEYH 
;earetary of Educationi 
lashington It 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

THE SECRETARY 

May 20, 1996 

. Editor 
The Washington Post 
1150 15th Street, NW 
Washington, DC .20071 

Dear Editor: 

I agree with David Broder's assessment of the potential of Goals 2000, but I disagree with his 
analysis that recent changes have watered down its benefits. 

Goals 2000 retains its focus on raising standards in America's schools, encouraging states and 
communities to improve their schools and promoting more grass-roots involvement in making 
schools better. These basic principles remain unaltered after recent Congressional action. 

Mr. Broder's analysis is based on three misunderstandings. First, he assumes that as Goals 
2000 was originally enacted, states were required to use nationally developed academic 
standards in their education improvement plans, but that there is no longer such a 
requirement. In fact, Goals 2000 has always been anchored in academic standards that each 
state sets for itself. There was never any requirement that states use national model academic 
standards as a condition of participating in Goals 2000 or receiving any federal funds. 

Second, he assumes that Goals 2000 originally involved a federally-sponsored review of state 
academic standards as a condition of participation, but there is no longer such a provision. 
In fact, there never was such a review. Goals 2000 maintains a long-standing and appropriate 
prohibition on federal control over state curriculum and instructional matters. From the 
Charlottesville Summit forward, there has been widespread, bipartisan agreement among 
elected officials, business. leaders and educators that academic standards ought to be set by 
states, without federal review or interference, and without federal funds tied to approval of 
these standards. . 

while ·the federal government should not review and approve state curriculum standards, there 
must be accountability along with the investment of federal funds. Goals 2000 originally 
provided for that accountability through U.S. Department of Education review of state 
education improvement plans. An amendment included in the appropriations bill retains this 
approach, but also gives governors and state education officials another option to provide 
public accountability. It requires governors and state education officials to make their state 
education improvement plan widely available for public review and comment, and to report to 
the public each year on the progress they make in. improving student achievement. 
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Third, he assumes that under Goals 2000 as originally enacted, states and schools could not 
use Goals 2000 funds to purchase education technology, but now they are able to use the 
funds in'this way; In fact, states are accountable for how they use Goals 2000 funds. States 
and schools could always use Goals 2000 funds for technology, as long as this use fit into an 
overall plan for raising academic standards and improving student achievement. Wyoming has 
been focusing its Goals 2000 funds entirely on the introduction of computers in classrooms 
since last year. School districts in Kentucky have been using technology to help students and 
parents learn together, and schools in Illinois and many other states have been using these 
funds to train teachers in the, use of technology and for a wide range of other technology­
related purposes. 

Other states and communities are us~ng Goals 2000 funds in other positive ways. In Windsor, 
Colorado, the local school district has used Goals 2000 funds to enable parents, educators and 
school staff to be deeply involved in establishing local academic standards. Delaware is using 
Goals 2000 funds to enable local schools to develop model curricula based on state academic 
standards, and to dev'elop assessments tied to those standards. Ohio uses Goals 2000 funds as 
an integral part of its overall accountability system, targeting the funds to assist schools with 
large numbers of students who do not yet meet state standards. 

There are scores or'other examples of states and .local communities llsing Goals 2000 funds to , 
accelerate their drive to set and meet tough academic standards. Mr. Broder's concern that 
the new amendments weakened Goals 2000 is not warranted. 

Yours sincerely, , 
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Darid S. Broder 

Coming Up Short 

On Goals 2000 
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Did 'Goals 2000' lose the few teeth it had? 

W

hen PresidentClintnn- ~iidresse1· s!:. 
education summit. of governors and 
business executives ill Palisades, 

N.Y., lalein Matcb, t-e won beadlines by 
challenging the states to sel rigorous require­= 

p.... = 	 ments lor promotion and graduation 01 all 
their stlldents. 

Calling for "meallingful standards"in the 
sehools; he said. "While I believe tbey sIIould 

. be set by the stales ...we shouldn't kid our- . 
selves. Being promoted ought to mean more 
or less the same tiling ill PasadeIl8, Calif., as 

c.o 	 it does in Palisades, N.V." 
en The Ihought was riot a new one for Bill 
= Clinton. A decade earlier, lie had led a bipar­
.= tisan effort. along with such Republicans as 
"""'" Lamar Alexander of Tennessee and Carroll 

LD 

C"-.l 

= 	 Campbell of SDUth Carolina. to raise the C"-.l 
0::> standards of American education aCl'05S lhe 

board.· 	 . 
In lhe late 1930s. LhOO! governors gol their 

colleagues to set out a hair-dozen ambitious 
national goals for scllool rerorm and said 
they wlmted to be held publicly accountable· 
for reaching them by tile end of tbe century. 
Pres.ident Bush embraced tbem at an educa­
lion summit in Ch.arloUesville, Va., in 1989 
and made them the ceJltel1liece of his 1990 
Slate olille UniDn Address. Witb urging from 
Clinton. Congress put them into legislation in 
1994 and voted funds to help slales achieve 
"Goals 2000." 

Last month. almost unnoticed, CongreSs 
scuttled that grand plan and the same Presi­
dent Clinton signed a bill which may make 
Goals 2()OQ a toothless tiger. Both the Repub­
licans who forced the dlanges and the Edu­
cation Department offidals who told Clinton 
it was OK Ul acquiesce Insist that nothing has 
been lI:t~l in the process that individual-- states will continue to press for better results 

0::> from their schools. Bul for a reporter who=. 
<.0 
en 

LD 

I' 

I.e:> 


= 

DAVID 
B.RooER 

'Hatc!'fd'!~~ l:!irt!l:l! 
the effort to create 
national goah and 
standards - 50 our 
kids measure up to 
international com­
petition - this 
looks like quite a 
comedown. 

Under the' old 
. plan, group; of 
scholars were given 
federal funds to de­
velop national stan­
dards (or core sub­

jects. Tbe English pinel produced what 

many l1ave called uselessjargoo. The history 

panel's first tTY was bighly controversial; its 

secon~.m\Jch belter. !\lath, science anti civ­

ics standards were almost universally ae­

clalme4. 


The standaJdswere volun~ary, but the 

Goals 2000 pl1lfIJ'am - adoptEd by 46 stales 


.	....:. encouraged competition In standard-set­
Ungbs baving all the slate plans sent to 
Wash~ton, where pallels 01 educators from 
other stales could rate them. 

Now, each slate will voucb for the worthi­

ness or its own plan, without reference to the 

national standards. And if it chooses, it can 

bail oul of the standard-selling exerci!e and 


. instead use its share of the $350 million ap­
propriated for me program to buy computers 
for classrooms or other high.t~hequipment. 

In fact, that is the ardent hope of tile man 
.who wrote the classroom-computer option in- . 
. to tbe hill, Rep. Ernes: Istook, R·Okla. "My 
desire was to zero out Cdll) the money for the ' 
program," Istook told me. He \vas delighted 
whenlhe House Republicans did just that 
last year. But Sen. Arlen Specler. R-Pa., bis 
opposite numrer on Ule Senate Appropria­

!!~"..srcmmH!~, g{}t-,h~'moneyr'estored!!I . 
tbe Senate, and wilen they went inUl ronfer­
ence to ml'ld the bills. ~be two men had tD cut 
a deal. 	 . 

Under pressure from his own parl~ lead­
ers, IslOOk agreed to fund Goals 2000 for an­
other year. But he insisted on new language 
explicitly giving states the option to divert 
their Goals 20ao grants into Classroom_com· 
puter purchases, and he wrote the governors 
personal. letters urging them -Lo spend their 
dollars lor computers. not standards and 
tests. U, as Istook predicts. most states go ­
tbat way, tbe whole federal standard-setting 
exercise that Clinton helped launcb a decade 
ago may end. But the White House signed on, 
knDwillg that few would reC1lgni2e how far 
the president had moved from bis original 
positicn.. 

That is how the system works in Washjng~ 
ton these days. Anti what or the governor! 
wbo ~tarted all tbisstandardrraising effort 
a decade ago? Veterans such as Wisconsin's 
Tommy Thornpson(R) and Colorado's Roy 
Romer (D) say they could. cue less. Tiley 
have a new scheme in mind. They are at­
tempting to put together a private clearing­
house for individual slate reform efforts. 
with corporate support. The structure. the 
staffing and the rinancing are not yet in 
place. but Thompson and Romer say they i
wilt b~ soon. 

I hOle that is true. but for OO\\'. the United t:. 

Stales'remains one of the ver~lrew ad\':mced ~ nations with . flO naUonal standards I.or. its ~ 
scnools. And parents sUU must guess whether -;t 

their children are really getting a 21st cen­
tury educatior.. 0f 
David Broder wrilfS on nalional pcllitical aflaiN lor the 

Wasbiliiton Post 
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For a reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create 
national goals and standards a so our kids measure up to 
international competition a this looks I.ike quite a comedown. 

In late March. President Clinton won headlines by challenging the 
states to set rigorous requirements for promotion and graduation of 
all of their students. 

In the late 1980s. the nation's governors set out national goals 
for school reform and asked to be held publicly accountable for 
reaching them by 2009. President George Bush made the goals the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union address. With urging from. 
Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds 

to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month. almost unnoticed. Congress scuttled that grand plan 

and the same President Clinton signed a biil that may make Goals 2000 
a toothless tiger. The Republicans who forced the changes and the 
Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to 
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process a that 
individual states will continue to press for better results from 
their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 
effort to create national goals and standards a so our kids measure 
up to international competition a this looks like quite a comedown. 
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This weekend the Star Tribune and KTCA-TV will convene the· 
Citizens' Issues Conference, centerpiece of a yearlong public 
journalism partnership known as the Minnesota Citizens' Forum. At 
the conference in S1. Louis Park, about 400 Minnesotans 
representative of the adult population will deliberate which issues 
the candidates and media should focus on in the campaign. This. 
Commentary article deals with one of the issues that the citizens 
will consider. 

When President Clinton addressed an education summit of governors 
and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March, he won . 
headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous requirements for 
promotion and graduation of all their students. 

President Bush embraced them at an education summit in 
Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the centerpiece of his 
1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress 
put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help states· 

achieve "Goals 2000." 

Quite a comedown 

Last month, almost unnoticed,. Congress scuttled that grand plan . 

and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 

2000 a toothless tiger. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- When President Clinton addressed an education 
summit of govemors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., 
late in March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set 
rigorous requirements for promotion and graduation of all their 
students. . 

. Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 

"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we 

shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less 

the same thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 


In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 
~, out a half- dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 

said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them 
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and .voted 

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 

and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK 
to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -­
that individual states will continue to press for better results 
from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 
effort to create national goals arid standards -- so our kids 
measure up to international competition -- this looks like quite a 
comedown. 
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Computers are cliche solutions for the problems of our schools, 
and they are no substitute for improvement. 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them 
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted 

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 
( 

and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK 
to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process ­
that individual states will continue to press for better results 
from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure 
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown. 
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 

governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in 

March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 

requirements for promotion and'graduation of all their students. 


Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 

"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we 

shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less 

the same thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y.". 


In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 

out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 

said they wanted to be held publicly actountable for reaching them 

by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 

education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 

centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 

from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted 


funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 


and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 


2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 

and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK 

to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -­
that individual states will continue to press for better results 

from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 

effort to create national goals and standards -- so our kids 

measure up to international competition -- this looks like quite a 

comedown. 
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March, 
he won headfines by challenging the states to set rigorous 
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, "While 
I believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't kid 
ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same 
in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set out 
a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said they 
wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the end 
of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education summit 
in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the centerpiece of his 
1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress 
put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help states 

achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 

and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to 
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -- that 
individual states will continue to press for better results from 
their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 
effort to create national goals and standards this looks like quite a 
comedown. 

(' 
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" 
When President Clinton addressed "an education summit of 


governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in 

March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 

requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 


Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 
"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we 

<; shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less 
the same thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 

out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 

said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them 


.,- by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted 

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand 'plan 


and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 


2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 

and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK 

to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process ­

-that individual states will continue to press for better results 

from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 

effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure 

up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown. ­
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in 
March, he won headlines ,?y challenging the states to set rigorous 
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 
"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we 
shouldn't kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less 
the same thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them 
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 
education summit in Chadottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them 
the centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted 

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000."- . 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 

and Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 2000 a toothless 
tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the 
Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to 
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process - that 
individual states will continue to press for better results from 
their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids 
measure up to international competition ~ this looks like quite a 
comedown. 

, 
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 
govemors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in 
March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 
"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't 
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same 
thing in Pasadena, Calif .. as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them 
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted 

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 

and the same President Clinton signed a biUwhich may make Goals 

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK 
to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process ­
that individual states will continue to press for better results 
from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure 
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown. 
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of governors and 
business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March, he won 
headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous requirements for 
promotion and graduation of all their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, "While I 
believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't kid 
ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same thing 
in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 

President Bush embraced them at an education summit in 
Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the centerpiece of his 
1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress 
put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help states . 

achieve "Goals 2000." 
Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan and 

the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 2000 a 
toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the 
Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to 
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process -- that 
individual states will continue to press for better resu!ts from 
their schools. 
But for a reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create 
national goals and standards -- so our kids measure up to 
international competition -- this looks like quite a comedown. 

REGION: NME US; UNITED STATES; NORTH AMERICA 
DESCRIPTORS: COMPUTERS; CONFERENCES; CONGRESS; FINANCE; GOVERNMENT; LEADERS; 
POLITICS; SCHOOLS; TESTS; USA; ; POLITICS; EDUCATION 
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March, 
he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 
"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't 
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same 
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 
out ahalf-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said 
they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the 
end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education 
summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the . 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from 
Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds 

to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand 
plan, and the same President Clinton signed a bill that may make 

Goals 2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the 
changes and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it 
was okay to acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the 
process -- that individual states will continue to press for better 
results from their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth 
of the effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids 
measure up to international competition -- this looks like quite a 
comedown. 
DESCRIPTORS: U.S. President; Education; Political issues and philosophy; U.S. 
Congress; EDUCATION; POLITICS 
ORGANIZATION: Education Department 
PERSON: Bill Clinton; 
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Summary: 

When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in 
Match, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them 
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted 

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 

and President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 2000 a 
toothless tiger. 

. Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the Education 
Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to acquiesce insist 
that nothing has been lost in the process -- that individual states 
will continue to press for better results from their schools. But' 
for a reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create 
national goals and standards -- so our kids measure up to 
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WASHINGTON,- When President Clinton addressed an education summit 

of governors and business executives in Palisades, N,Y" late in 

March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 

requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 


Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 

"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't 

kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or les s the same 

thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 


In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set out 

a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said they 

wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the end 

of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education summit 

in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the centerpiece of his 

1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, Congress 

put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help states 


achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 


and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 


2000 a toothless tiger. 

Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the Education 

Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to acquiesce insist 

that nothing has been lost in the process that individual states will 

continue to press for better results from their schools. 
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WASHINGTON - When President Clinton addressed an education 
summit of governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., 
late in March, he won headlines by challenging the states to set 
rigorous requirements for promotion and graduation of all their 
students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 
"While I believe they should be set by the states ...we shouldn't 
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same 
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 
out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and 
said they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them 
by the end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an 
education summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging 
from Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted 

funds to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

In April, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 

and the same President Clinton signed a bill that may make Goals 

2000 a toothless tiger. 

Both the Republicans who forced the changes and the Education 
Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to acquiesce insist 
nothing has been lost in the process - that individual states will 
continue to press for better results from their schools. But for a 
reporter who watched the birth of the effort to create national 
goals and standards - so our kids measure up to international 
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WASHINGTON - When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in March, 

. he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 

"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't 

kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same 

thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, N.Y." 


/ 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set 

out a half-dozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said 

they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the 

end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education 


. summit in Charlottesville, Va., in 1989 and made them the 
centerpiece of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from 
Clinton, Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds 

to help states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan 


and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 


2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 

and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to 

acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process - that 

individual states will continue to press for better results from 

their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 

effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure 

up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown. 
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When President Clinton addressed an education summit of 
governors and business executives in Palisades, N.Y., late in'March, 
he won headlines by challenging the states to set rigorous 
requirements for promotion and graduation of all their students. 

Calling for "meaningful standards" in the schools, he said, 
"While I believe they should be set by the states ... we shouldn't 
kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean more or less the same 
thing in Pasadena, Calif., as it does in Palisades, NY" 

In the late 1980s, those governors got their colleagues to set· 
out a halfdozen ambitious national goals for school reform and said 
they wanted to be held publicly accountable for reaching them by the 
end of the century. President Bush embraced them at an education 
summit in Charlottesville, Va., in. 1989 and made them the centerpiece 
of his 1990 State of the Union Address. With urging from Clinton, 
Congress put them into legislation in 1994 and voted funds to help 

states achieve "Goals 2000." 

Last.month, almost unnoticed, Congress scuttled that grand plan, 

and the same President Clinton signed a bill which may make Goals 

2000 a toothless tiger. Both the Republicans who forced the changes 
and the Education Department officials who told Clinton it was OK to 
acquiesce insist that nothing has been lost in the process - that 
individual states will continue to press for better results from 
their schools. But for a reporter who watched the birth of the 
effort to create national goals and standards - so our kids measure 
up to international competition - this looks like quite a comedown. 
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