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to: Mike Cohen =:

fax#:  (202) 456-7028 |
re: Maryland’s education reform

~ date: February 6, 1997
pages: 15, including ihis cover sheet.

" Here is information promised on school reform in Maryland:
1. How Maryland Measures Up - a synopsis of how the state’s education i 1m’aat1ves align
with President Clinton’s education goals and State of the Union address
2. School Reporf Card Shows School, Student Gains -- news release on the 1996 school
report card
. 3. MSDE Bulletin — highlights of the report card
4, Rising Bxpectanons for Maryland Students — the High School Assessment Program
: under development
5. State Board reviews options for High School Assessment - I an. 28 news release
© 6. Maryland Partnership for Teaching and Learning K-16

Please let me know if yo'ix need additional information.

“Frem the desk of..




How MARYLAND MEASURES UP:

A spnopsis of how Marpland’s education initintives alzgn with President Clinton’s s Education Goals in the Smte of the Union Address
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1. Every state should adopt
high national standards.

e The Federal Government
will lead an effort over the
next two years to develop
national tests of student
achievement in reading and
math.

& Mnryland School Performance Program (MSPP)
For the past five years, through our school reform initiative, the Maryland School Performance Program (MSPP), Maryland has
already had high standards, as attested to by the A (100%) Education Week’s report card gave Maryland in Standards and
Assessments. We have already developed a test 1o measure how well students are meeting those standards — the Maryland
School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP). MSPAP measures how well schools are teaching students the reading,
writing, language usage, mathematics, science, and social studies skills they need fm‘ future careers.

Maryland holds schools accountable to these standards thmugh a variety of measures, inchiding our amual Maryland Sclmol
Performance Report, a “report card” on our state’s schools.

In addition, the suggestion of national voluntary tests in reading and mathematics is a gaod maich with Maryland’s MSPAP,
which very closely relates to the current Nattonal Assessment of Edunatiopa! Progress both in terms of rigor and content..

% Maryland’s Proposed High School Assessments

| With the assistance of the College Board and the Pew Charitable Trusl, Marykmd s pmposcd High School Assessments would

extend the MSPP through high school. The series of 10 end-of-course tests, including three exams in English, two in mathematics, :
two in science, and three in social studies, will gauge both school perfcnnancc and individual student performance. They will be
graduation requirements beginning with the class of 2004

.4 K-16 Partnership

With support from the Pew Chantablc Trust, MSDE, the Maryland Higher Education Commission, and the Chancellor of the
University of Maryland System are collaborating in developing the K-16 partnership. The purpose of this partnership is the
development of a seamless system of education between public schools and institutions of higher education that will allow
Maryland students to move easily and directly form high school into the State’s colleges and universitics. The paxtncrshlp is

)55 FEE AT HAHINIAO WWOD R HAS WAST:2@ 6. 99 934 ¢

‘working to afign content and pcrfmmmme standards of high schools and higher education.

@ Maryland State Department of Education: How Mmylénd Measures Up — Page 1.
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2. To have the best schools, | © Proposed Legislation
we must have the best Curently, MSDE is supparting a bill (SB 460) which would constifute a focused strategy for improving the quality of !eacbmg n
teachers. Maryland schools by estabfishing a three-year pilot program to provide state and local support for 48 teachers to pursue National
Board Certification every year. The state and local system will pay the certification fees for these teachers. The bill also provides
 Federal budget will enable | for a statewide staff development plan to utilize the skills and knowledge of these teachers.

100,000 teachers to seek
certiftcation through the R4 Professmnnl l)eve!opment Schoels A
... National Board for . .. . _|.In addition, teacher preparation and professional development are being aligned with our.schoof reform efforts and our new :
Professional Teaching assessments through 14 pilot professional de'vclopment schools, mvolvmg partnershxps between [ocal school systems and higher
Standards. edhication institutions.
% Business Partnerships
In cooperation with the Maryland Busmess Roundtable for Education (MBRT), MSDE developed recommendations to revamp
teacher professional development.
' € Teacher Licensure

No one is allowed to teach in a Maiylaad classroom unless they have a Maryland teaching Ixocnsc or are eligible for ane.

3. We must do more to helﬁ & Maryland School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP)
all our children read. In Maryland, third graders must have achieved the ability to read independently, and are tested on ﬂm ahlllty through thc thud
| grade administration of the MSPAP, which focuses on both basic and higher order skills.

» The America Reads ,
initiative willuse % Even Start
AmeriCorps voluntcers and | The Even Start Family Literacy ngram focuscs on the family and provides participants with a program of early childhood
college students to make education, adult fiteracy, basic skill instruction, and parent education. The program currently serves approximately 160 children
sure every child can read ages 0-3 and approximately 170 chlldrcn ages 4-7.

~ independently by third grade. ,
: % Parent and Family Invelvement Network
» A challenge to parents to MSDE has developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes parents, temhets PTA presidents and other local
read with their children every | liaisons to share best practices for parent involvement. We participate in Partnership 2000, Jinking schools and communities
night. ‘together to increase student achievement and our Special Education Parent Trammg Centers provide parenting skills training and
'helppammsmeet the speaalneedsofthmrchﬂdrm in school.

f & Additional Assustanee is Always Welcome
 Additional Amchorps voluntecrs to help some of our high-risk children would still be of gmat benefit.

& Maryland State Department of Edtmﬁon: How Maryland Mersures Up — Page 2
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4. Learning begins in the ﬁrsi
days of life.

¢ The budget will expand
- Head Start to one million
children by 2002.

will hold a conference on
early lcaming and the brain
this spring.

¢ Vice-President Gore and
Mrs. Gore will hold an
_ annwal family conference in
June to make sure parents
are an active part of their
children’s lcaming.

.| ». _The Presideat and First Lady.

% Early Intervention and Prevention Services (EIPS)

The Early Intervention and Prevention Services Initiative (EIPS) assists local school systems in improving early learning

_programs serving all children ages 3 to 9. It directly addresses the first National Education Goal: ensuring that all children start
- schoof ready to learn. The program’s goal is to help schools and conmmunitres provide the most comprehensive and appropriate

servioes possible for all young leamers and their fmmlm and to hmghlen public awareness about the programs that are available
to kelp.

% Head Start. Collaborahon Network.. ; : e e

| As part of EIPS, MSDE s working with thc Govcrmr s Office to dcvdop oollaboratxve models betwecn pubhc schools and the
Head Stast program. MSDE provides technical assistance to schools looking to develop these models and serves on the Head Start

Collaboration Network Advisory Council.

< Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP)

The Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP) serves over 8,000 four-year-old c]uldren wnh leammg cppommmes,
fiealth, and other support services.

% Mandatory Kindergarten
Since 1992, Kindergarlen has been mandatory im Maxylmd and, statewde.

4 Early Children Speclal Education Programs

“Easly Children Special Education Programs, cooperative effarts of MSDE, local school systems, and child care pmvxdf:.m, ensure

special education and services to children with disabilites. The programs help to prepare children for pre-school, coordinate
services between Head Start and local schools, address their daily needs, and place them in the least restrictive school

C)72 CES ATH HOURLAO WWOD B HOS WdlI:28 26. 99 934 -

S. Every state should give
parents the power to
choose the right public
school for their children.

e The Budget will have
additronal imding for
charter schools.

‘& Charter Schools

Maryland’s 24 focal school systems are frec to establish Charter schools, as evidenced by Baltimore City’s plan to privatize 9

' schools, under an agreement that would make the schools privately managed, but publicly funded and still acoountable in certain
_basic ways to Baltimore Cxty Public Schools and the State. Individual school systems also create dmrown policies conceming

school choice.

The State Board of Education’s Task Forccon Charlnr Schools has determined that we have the authority i in Marylmd to
establish Charter sclmo!.s

) Maryland State Department of Education: How Marylzed Measures Up - Page.‘i
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6. Character Education must
be taught in schaols. And
we must continve to
promote order and

» No new Budget items.

there are five county-wide pilot programs —Prince George’s, Baltimore, Calvert and Frederick countics and Baltimore City. In
| these coumtics, cach school has developed a character education program to fit its unique necds. In general, the program focuses

| Q' School Order aud Dlsupline chmlatmn : ’ , :
In addition, the Govemor’s bill “School Order and Discipline” went mto effect October 1. It contains tough measures to deal more

4 Statewide Character Education Initiative
Maryland has instituted a statewide character education initiative, directed by the State Character Education Office. Currcnﬂy

on the core ethical valwes which form the basis of a democratic socicty — respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, caring, justice
and faimcess, and civic virtue and citizenship. This program is funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education’s Fund
for the Improvement of Education: Parm:trshlps in Character Education.

-~ e e ama b g gl s el aiieses R M U

aggressively with stedents who frequently distupt the leaming of other students, as well as funding for local efforts to sofve their
violence and disruption problems. Among other things, the law gives principals the authority to suspend students for up to 10
days, requires restitution from students who damage property while violating the law, prolects school staff from legal action when
they try to prevent violence, and mqum state gunidelines for a code of discipline.

¥ Service Learning
Currently, Marylaad is the only state in the country that roquires students to complete 75 homsofstudunmoeasneqmwm

for high school graduation. Each of Maryland’s 24 local school systems has developed its own servioe leaming program, designed |

to help students understand many of the social issues they learn about in school - In addition, service-leaming helps students sce
their roles as citizens, and as active participants in the solutions to some of our most critical problems as anation. -

7. We cannot expect our
children to raise ‘
themselves up in schools
that are Literally falling
down.

- subsidies to help
commmunities finance $20

over the next 4 years.

* Includes $5 billion in interest

billion in scheol construction |

% Schoeol Construction Funding

Currently, for FY 98 we have requests for over $310 million in school construction fundmg Govemor Glendening has requested

$138 4 million in his budget. This federal fimding would allow us to expand and extend school construction money at both the
and !ocal level.

§.22 EEE @Tp HOYZULNO WWOD B HIS WdBT:28 26, 5@ 934
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8. We must make the 13th
and 14th years of
education. . . universal . ..
we must open the doors of
college to all Americans.

America’s HOPE

scholarship — 2 year $1,500.

tax credit for college tuition,
which is enough to pay for
conumunity college.

- school and maintain that average in college.

¢ Proposed Scha!arslnp Progtam

Govemor Glendening has proposed a Maryland HOPE scholarship (SB 23 1/HB 493), which would pay the full tuition ata -
Maryland community college or umvemty for students in families with incomes less than $60,000 who have a B average in high

9.

We must expand the
frontiers of learnmg across
a lifetime,

Gl bill for America’s
workers to transform many
federal training programs
into a simple skill grant
directly to workers

“school.

& Cummumty College Career and Technology Programs

Maryland has a variety of Career and Technology Programs in our Community Colleges, some of which prepare students for
immediate employment, and otbers which pave the way for transfer to a four year college. White high school students can eam
college credit for these programs while still in high sclxool a skill grant would definitely benefit those adults who msh to retun to

€ School to Careers

Career Connections is Maryland’s cmnprehmswe school-to-careers system, supparting school reform, workforce preparamm and
economic development. The goal of the program is to ensure that all high school graduates are prepared to enter a carcér and/or
h:ghcredtwalmn The program is ﬁmded byafcderalgtant of $25.2 million over five years.

+

0 Adult Education

In addition, Maryland is serving approx:matc}y 42,000 adults with adult basxc education and high school credentialing programs.

- These programs support workforce skills development and family and parenting skills development and support helping these
adults eamn a high school diploma. Approximately 6,100 adults annually eamn their diploma through the GED, and approximately
400 earn their diptoma through the Adult External Diploma Program. In addition, adult education classes in Jiteracy skills and

high school completion are housed at homeless shefters thmnghout the state.

& Maryland State Depmtment of Education: How Marytand Measures Up —Page 5
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10. We must bring the power
of the information ape into
all our schools.

¢ A challenge to America to
conpecd every classronm for
Intemet access.

L4 Busmen Partnershlps

% Educational Modernization lmtmtwe , ,

Maryland accepted this challenge, and through NetWeckend wired approximately 600 schools for Internet access. The
Educational Modemization Initiative Technology in Schools is designed to increase the technology capabilities of Maryland
schools, and an additional 149 schools are scheduled 10 be added in the FY 98 budget. In FY 97, $4.5 million was spent on 90 -
project schools. The mitiative provides schools with a complete building wiring system, as well as hardware, software, and funds
for staff uammg Maryland also receives fcdcral funds to support school technology through the Technology theracy Challenge
Fund.

MSDE and the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT) have developed The Marykmd Plan /br Technology in
Education, a detailed plan for education technology i Maryland’s schools. Norman R. Augustine, President and CEO of the

Lockheed Martin Corporation, was the first president of the MBRT and is a strong supporter of Maryland’s school reform.

ZEN Marytand State Department of Education: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 6
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EMBARGOED for Release ~ For more information: Ronald Peiffer (410) 767-0473

December 12, 1996 ~ |0a.m.

.School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains
"School Rd’am Is Wm:ng; ” Says .S'tate Supenntendent Grasmick

. BAL'IWORE MD (December 12, 1996) - “School reform is workmg to drive
Maryland schools toward hxgher levels of performance,” State School Superintendent Nancy S.
Grasmick declared toddy in releasing the 1996 report card en schools.

“More students are graduating, more students are artending school every day. and more
students are learning at Jigher levels,” Dr. Grasmick said.

_ Onthe most challenging measure of student learning -~ the Maryland School Performance
Assessment Program (MSPAP), the report shows that local school systems have improved in 15
out of 18 content areas, with 19 of 24 school systems pcsung higher achxevement on the tests th:s

year than last year.

The report also indicates steady improvements over the past six years in dropout and
attendance rates, as schools seek to reach the high accountability standards set by the state in

these areas. The state’s dropout rate declined by nea.rly 2 percentage points since 1990, downto .
4.58 percent. The State Deparmment of Education estimates that, had students contigued to

dropout at the 1990 rate of 6.5 percent annually, there wou!d be 3, 600 fewe: high schaol seniors
in Maryland high schools today. |
“The graduating class of 1957 will produce 3,600 more young peaple prepared for further

schooling or the workforce,” Dr. Grasmick said. Similarly, the Supe:mtmdem said,
improvements in attendance rates mean that “7,700 more students are in school.and leamning every

day. Good artendance sets the stage for gocd instruction.”

The State School Superintendent released the seventh annual school report card at a news
- conference in Balumore Governor Parris N. Glendening and legislative, education, and busmess
leaders from across the stare filled the state board room to receive the prograss repor: on the
state’s 1,260 schools.

Govemor Giendenmg said, “In its quast for bener schools, Maryland is among the nation’s
leaders. On behalf of all Marylanders, I commend the hard work of our teachers and school ;
communities in conunumg our progress toward excellence. We have made education my
Administration’s top pnomy, providing the resources to enable cur stdems to succeed today and

in the furure.”
MORE...
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| In releasing the school repor: md, the Supma:dent said MSPAP tasrs are prompting.
- instmictional i improvemenrs system by sys:m, school by school, and smdent by smdem.. For
example: : ‘ , : :
> From 1993 to 1996 the percentage of students performing at the sausf'ac:ory level in
one or more MSPAP areas has increased an average of 10 points to 66 percent in grade
3, npaceutmgades and'?cpercentmgmdes .

'» The percemtage of schools meeting or approachmg at leas: one MSPAP srandard has
, increased significantly since 1993 ~ to 46.5 percent af schools in grade 3, to 56.25
percen:mgrades and to 61.9 percent in grade 8.

" '» The aumber ofscboa! systems with at least 40 percent of students scoring at
satisfactory on the MSPAP tests inereased from four in 1993 to 16 in 1996. School

systems m'aid.ug consistent gains include Allegany, Anne Arundel, Caroline, and "cmn.

» Thestateasa whole regs:ered improvemeats in 21 of 30 State measures of school
paxformance and studenr learning.

‘Dr. Grasnnck said these gains reflect 2 strong commitmest 10 continuous unprovemem in
instruction, staff development, and other aress that result in a berter educadon for students.
However, she stressed the need 1o maintain a strong focus — in all elemenrary and middle school
grades — on the basic'skills and academic content areas as the foundation for the higher level of
student perfonnance requxred by MSPAP.. “School reform is more than preparing studems 2 few
weeks before test nme,” the Supenmendm added.

Dr. Grasmick gaxd the report card on schools is also an important tool for idenrifying
school systems and instructional areas where new efforts are needed. In the coming months, she
said, State educators, | local school systems, and school improvement teams will give new astention
to writng instruction ;n middle schools and preparation in the primary grades for the third grade

. challenges of MSPAP: New efforts are also needed, she said, to identify successfil programs and
pra.cnces asa way o :mprcve mmcnonal areas where smdent perfozmance is laggmg

State Board President Chnschher T. Cross saxd r.he repon mdxcaxes "there is much work
~ for all of us—at the Stare [evel, in every school syxtm, and in every school — to realize the full
* potential of school refom.

“We need to be courageous, to be bold,” Dr Grasmick said, “But most importantly, we .
need to keep our focus on children. The Maryland School Performance Program is not about
numbers, It is about chﬂdren, about their schcol experiences today and their fives in the 21st
ceamry.n 3
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Better .S'chaals, Better Students

“The 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works

y almost any standard, the
Marvland School Perfonnaﬁce
Program is making the kind of :
profound, across-the-board gains it
was designed to make.

That’s the gist of the new 1996 s;aﬁe
report card, released at a Dec. 12,
celebration in Baltimore. waeq
over four years since the 1993 base
year, progress on the Maryland !
School Performance Assessment tests
has been especially striking: ‘

»  Student by student. Since
1993, the percentage ofstudems
who met one or more MS?AP
standards in grades 3, 5, and'8
has climbed an average of 10%.

‘% School by school, Since 1993, the

number of schools meenng or
approaching standards in oae or
mare content arcas has doubled or
mpled. : ]

*

L Y N

) e

MSPA.P ‘!G:uNs AMONG STUDENTS

The Percentage of Student.s Mecting One orMore Standards
75% == ,
Z o 70
T0% = g9 7%
£2 66 - 66
B5% =
62
60% = / L
55% = é
50% |7 ' -
93 94 95:96 | 93 94 95 96 93 94 95 96
Grade 5 Grade 8

Grad§ 3

System by system. [n 1993, four
systemns had 40% or more students
at the satisfactory level on the
MSPAP. This year, 16 of 24 had
- 40% to 60%.

(Pledse see Report Card on Page 2)

- MSPAP GAJNS Awom; ScHooLS
'The Percentage of Schools Meeting and Approaching One or More Srandards
65% - ; 62 62
55% - 56
48 )
45
45% - 41 V
35 /
/
e 7,
20% - L .
- 93 94 95 967 93 94 95 96 | 93 94 95 96
‘Grade3 Grade 5 Grade 8
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Report Card coninies

At each level, this year's report card
shows, the state's educational system is
performing at a higher standard than in
years past. In 1996, 21 of 50 report
card performance areas are up.

“This yea: s report is a dramaric and

heartening affirmation of our belief that

school refcrm in Maryland is working,”

said State School Superintendent Nancy

S. Grasmick “Our progress continucs
o beswadyand,msomeschools and
school systems, btea.thmhng

P
[ dy

- ¢ In 1993, only ¢
~ school systerns
had 40% or
more of students
at satisfactory
level

v In 1996, 16
school systems
had 40 to 60%
of students at
satisfactory
level

Number of School Systems

MSPAP Gms AMONG ScHOOL SYSTEMS

Dr. Grasmick’s Message. We Must Do Mare

tate School Supcnmendent Nancy
S. Grasmick knows that whilc there
" is much to celebrate in the 1996 report
card, more must be done to realize the
full potential of school reform. Some
excerpts from her message this year:

’

MSDE.BULLETIN
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“If you look at the 1996 report card and
you listen to teachers and principals,
you conclude that the next steps in
school reform will require a universal
effort, Teachers and principals in
grades K through 12 will need to keep
working, kecp checking thexr progress,
and keep improving.

“Have high expectations for every
student in every content area. . . .

[ would (also) challengs school
improvement teams to really dig into -
the data, . . . Just because you are doing
something new and different does not -
mean you are doing the right thing.”

What do you think?

' The MSDE Bulletin welcomes
readers' comments. Send them to the
editor as the address at lefr

i

The 1996 report card, released by Dr.
Grasmick and Governor Parris N.
Glendening, detailed significant
progress over 1995 results. Among the -
gaing were improvements in 15 of 18
MSPAP areas and 3 continued
reduction of Maryland's dropout rate.

School reform i3 also belping to reduce
absentesism. Attendance rates are up
in all areas, progress since 1990 that
tranislates to 7,700 students in school
today instead of being on the strests,

When more students are in school and

preparing for the future, Dr. Grasmick
said, everyone benefits.



http:GlendetU.ng
http:RCINAL.CI
http:perfo.rm8ll.ce
http:educatio:o.al

FEB 86 '97 ©2:23PM SCH & COMM OUTRERCH 41W == <D , .12

Maryland State Department of Education
. 200 West Baltimore Street 4 Baltimore, MD 21401 & (410) 767~0600
- Parris N, Glendening, Governor % Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools

"~ October 1996

Raising Expectations for Maryland Students
% By 2004, Maryland graduates will be better prepared for work and |
postsecondary education

& New tougher 1ugh school assessments wﬂl be tied to graduation

Purpose and History

Maryland's proposed high school assessments help extend the Maryland School Performance Program through
high school. To succeed in the next century, today’s young people will be expected to know more and have highers
level skills than any previous generation. Schools will raise academic expectations, building a firm foundation from the -
basics and ensuring the higher level skills demanded by the modem workplace and higher education.

The Maryland School Perfo:rnance Assessments, or MSPAP, given in third, fifth, and eighth grade, are already
raising academic performance in Maryland's elementary schools. The high school assessments will extend these higher
expectations into grades 5+12. The tests will gauge both school performance and individual student performance,
providing valuable information for school improvement planning. ;-

Proposal

( The proposed high school assessment is a series of 10 end-of-course tests in Enghsh, maﬂxemaucs, science, social
studies, and skills for success, All Maxyland high school students, starting with the class of 2004, will be required to

. pass them to graduate..

Students will take three end-of-course exams in Englxsh two in mathemancs two in science, and three in soclal

studies. Skills for success — leamgmg thinking, communication, technology, and interpersonal skills — should be
~ taught in every course and will be essential to performing well on all the tests.
A test development firm will jwork with the Maryland State Department of Education and local school systems to
prepare blue-prints for an assessment thar. ‘
© @ is a graduation requirement for all students.
‘€& recognizes different levels of achievement, ;
&  combines multiple choice, short answer, performance, and essay questions.

" Development

The high school assessment is bemg daveloped in collaboranon with teachers, business leaders; community
members, and professional education-related organizations:from around Maryland. Both national and international
smdx:ds are being used 1o help develop :he Aassessments.

Ramgumgﬂmmdmsmﬂaya\mlmlemda:!upmgtha assessmmsﬁeMaryIandSmeDWemuf :
Edmnnonandﬂw&mﬁwdnfﬁ&mnmmmwayhgbsdwd in the-state t0 obtain teacher faedback on
what students should-ba razuired 1o know and be able to do: ‘The State Board of Education is exploring the possibitity
uflnnalahamvesﬁrcanfmgﬁcmcy ofsmdmtswbndnnntpass the state assessments.
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State Board reviews options
for; High School Assessment

BALTIMORE MD (January 28, 1997) -- The Maryland State Board of Education today
began to consider fouﬁ possxble designs to use for Maryland’s planned High School Assessment,
as well as other optxong to incorporate into the challenging tests before they are administered to
students as part of high school graduation requirements beginning with the Class of 2004,

The State Board is expected to take action on the designs next month, as well as a series
of questions that will determine the final shape and philosophy of the proposed High School
Assessments. The Boai-d is scheduled to decide these questions at its February 25-26 mesting.

The High School Assessment exams first were proposed in July 1995 as a series of end-of-
course tests covering the core leamning areas of English, mathematics, science, and social studies.

The assessment is an extension of the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program
in grades 3, 5, and 8 used to determine the performance levels of individual schools. The High
School Assessment, however, would likely focus on individual student performance as well as
provide valuable information for school i improvement planning. .

Unlike the Maryland Functional Tests, which measure minimum competency among high
school students in six subject areas, the High School Assessment would be designed to be more
rigorous and meaningful to students and thus better prepare them for the variety of challenges
they will encounter in life and in their careers. As the High School Assessments come on line
beginning with the Class of 2004, the Functional Tests dre scheduled to be gradually phased out.

Since their i mceptxon, the assessment tests have been the focus of a 35-member task force
and the subject of dozens of public meetings across the state held to gather feedback from
parents, teachers, studénts, and others involved in developing the tests. The results of those
meetings were also reponed today to the State Board.

More than 1,800 people attended more than 40 meetings to dxscuss the High School
Assessments. Among t{xe issues raised by the public, educators, and others included the

- More —
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High School Assessments
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importance of high a@adenﬁc standards, how the assessment would be used, how the tests would

be administered, and alternatives to the tests for students who do not successfully complete them.
“The complexity and volume of decisions that must be made on these questions and others

about the High School Assessment demand that we proceed with caution and common sense,”

said Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools. “The intent of the Board and of the

Department is to create assessments that are fair, challenging, and meaningful for every high

school student in Ma:yla.nd ”

A "Among the questions the Board was requested to consider and resolve next month are
issues such as whether passing the exams would be a prerequisite for graduation, the number of
tests to be developed, and whether it would be acceptable to have three annual test

‘administrations with make-up sassions for each tests for those students who do not pass on the
first attempt. : ‘ "

“These are among the most unportant and far-reachmg dehberanons and decisions this

Board will likely ever ‘make,” said Chnstopher T. Cross, President of the Maryland State Board of

Education. “There will be a lot of thought and reflection that will go into these decisions so that

we may be assured ofa plan thar will tmly challenge all our students and help each of them to’

reach their full potenual "
The test opnons were designed with assistance from the College Board / Educational

Testing Service of Princeton, N.J., a gcﬁp noted for its administration of the widely-used

Scholastic Achievemeht Tests. The CB/ETS report on design options for the High School

Assessment outlined four propased test designs for the Board’s consideration:

n Portfolio Plus: A year-long portfolio of smden{. work would be scored by a classroom
teacher and combined with a 2-3 hour assessment scored centrally.

R Preparation Plus This assessment would draw. upon common learning expenences ina
2-3 hour standardized assessment involving “real-world” applications. :

5 Combmatxon Students would be asked during 3 2-3 hour assessment to use documents
laboratory resglts or other tools to answer a series of constructed-response questions.

R Limited Cembmatxon This assessment type would use challenging machine-scorable

questions and . answers in a 2-3 hour test.

Should the Boa.rd choose a design option and complete its series of decisions in February,
the State Department ‘of Education is scheduled to begm accepting proposals from bidders for test
development in April.’ At the same time, MSDE will begm working more intently with local
school systems to determine what they need, such as training, instructional adjustments etc., in
order to prepare for the High School Assessments.

## 4

i
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MARYLAND PARTNERSHIP FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING K—16

~ Maryland State Department of Education & Maryland Higher Education Commission &8 University of Maryland Systcms

Nancy Grasmick, Superintendent -Putricie Flaresiano, Secretary Donald Langenberg, Chancellor
200 Wex: Baltimare Street - Phone: 410-767-0368
Baoltimore, MD 2120]1.2505 . ' Fax: 410-333-3867

MARYLAND K-16 PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT

The K-16 Partnership is a‘bold departure from traditional education reform, heralding a new and
substantive collaboration among leaders in the business community, K-16 education, and Jocal and state
government. This unprecedented alliance is critical to the creation of a new community of leamning that
strives for all of its members to achieve the highest levels of excellence throughout all levels of
education and in the workplace. Building on the reforms inaugurated by the Maryland State Department
of Education and the Maryland Higher Education Commission, this new Partnership derives its strength
from the diversity of its members, ‘who bring to the Parmershlp their unique perspecnves expertise,
resources, and needs.

Schools must have the hig‘h standards needed for our students to develop and adapt to an increasingly
technological world, preparing all students for work and life-long learning. Higher education must take
senously its obhgat]on to educate new teachers who have the knowledge, skill, and confidence to teach
in tomorrow’s classrooms, and together in partnership with local school systems engage in the
continuous professional development of teachers. General education experiences in higher education
institutions must prepare our future leaders by instilling an understanding of technology, an appréciation
of the arts and humamnes, and a profound respect for diversity. Academic majors must link '
requirements with career expectations. Businesses must be engaged in the development of standards and
curriculum throughout K-16 education that give students the knowledge and capability they will need to
adapt to a workplace that is changing at an extraordinary rate, and provide meaningful jobs that enable
students to use these skills, Businesses must instill and affirm an ethic of life-long leaming in their
workforce and actively support their employees in their educational goals. State and local government
officials must thoughtfully allocate resources to ensure that they are used in the most effective way
possible to achieve these goals, and remove policy and legal barriers to the collaborations necessary to
attain them. Further, all must bear responsibility for ensuring that our students are prepared to dccept
their responsibilities as citjzens—as active participants in the socml cultural and political life of our
State, nation, and world.

The success of the Parmers}up also depends on necessary change, significant lmprovement and constant
assessment. Standards at every level must retain rigor and relevance. Assessments must be developed to
provzde meaningful evaluations of student performance and to evaluate how well students are supported
in their efforts to meet these standards. The Partnership will address and develop strategies for
strengthening K-16 standards, competencies, and assessments, the profesmonal development of teachers, .
and community engagement in the K-16 initiative.

Acting individually, these; parmers could not achieve any of these goals. Each is an essential and equally
important contributor to the Partnership. Further, nothing can be done without the active support and
engagement of the community at large and parents in particular. The most critical task of the Parmership
is to foster opportunitics for members to establish comprehensive and substantive collaborations that
enable all stakeholders to éngage in the far-reaching changes needed in our education system. The
Partership will enable the State of Maryland to create an educational system that gwes its citizens the
skills they will need to lead productive and fulfilling lives.

parisemi k16
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How MARYLAND MEASURES up:

A synopsis of how Mag’land s education initiatives ahgn with President Clinton’s Education Goals in the State of the Union Address
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1. Every state should adopt
high national standards..

e The Federal Government
'will lead an effort over the
next two years to develop
national tests of student
_ achievement in reading and
. math.

| With support from the Pew Charitable Trust, MSDE, the Mmyland Higher Education Comrmmon and the Chancellor of the

e Maryland Schoel Performanee Program (MSPP) .
For the past five years, through our school reform initiative, the Maryland School Performance Program (MSPP), Mmy]and has
already had high standards, as attested to by the A (160%) Education Week's report card gave Maryland in Standards and
Assessments. We have already developed a test to mcasure how well students are meenng those standards — the Maryland
School Performance Assessment ngxam (MSPAP). MSPAP measures how well schools are feaching students the rcazding,
writing, language usage, mathematics, science, and social studies skills lhey need for ﬁltme carecrs.

Maryiand holds schools ammmtableto these standards through a variety of measures, mcluding our ammal Mmyland School’
Performance Report, a “report cacd” on our state’s schools. ’

In addition, the suggestion of nanonal voluntary tests in reading and mmhmmhcs isa good maich wnh Ma:yland s MSPAP,
which very closely relates to the cumrent Nathml Asscmem of Educational Progmss both in terms of rigor and content.

4 Maryland’s Proposed High School Asxessments '

With the assistance of the College Board and the Pew Charitabte Trust, Maryland’s proposed High School Asscssmeuts would. |
extend the MSPP through high school. The series of 10 end-of-course tests, including three exams in English, two ini mathematics,
two in science, and three in social studies, will gauge both school perfonnancc and individual student performance. They will be
graduation requirements beginning with lhc class of 2004.

& K-16 Parinership

University of Maryland System are collaberating in developing the K-16 partnership. The purpose of this partrership is the
development of a seamless system of education between public schools and institutions of higher education that will allow
Maryland students to move easily and directly form high school into the State’s colleges and ymiversities. The pmm:mhxp rs
working to ahgn content and perfmmmxce standmds of high schools and higher education. .

& Maryland State Department of Education: How Mzxyland Measures Up — Page 1
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2. To have the best schoals,
we must have the best
teachers.

o Federal budget will enable
100,000 teachers to seck
“cestiftcation through the

Professional Teaching
Standards. ‘
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% Proposed Legislation

Curreatly, MSDE is supparting a bill (SB 460) which would oonsulute a focused strategy for improving the quality of teaching in
Maryland schools by estabfishing a three-year pilat program to provide state and local support for 48 teachers to pursue National
Board Certification every year. The state and local system will pay the certification fees for these teachers. The bill also provides
for a statewide stafl’ dcvelopmcnt" plan to utilize the skills and knowledge of these teachers.

9 Professional l)cvelcpmwt Schools
In.addition, teacher preparation and professmmldewelopmcntare being aligned with ourschoo! refoxm cﬂ:’oﬂs and our new .
assessmenis through 14 pilot pmfms«mal development schools, involving partnershxps between local schoo] systems and h:ghct

-| education mst:tuhons

0 Bumneas Partnerships
In cooperation with the Masyland Busimess Roundtable for Education (MBRT) MSDE dcveloped recommendations to revamp
teacher pmfmswual devetopmem. '

° Teacher Licensure
No one is allowed to teach in a Mmy!and classroom un!ess they hzve a Maryland teachmg hocnse, or are ehgﬂ:lc for one,

3. We must domoreto helﬁ '
- . all eur childven read.

» ' The America Reads
~ initiative will use
AmenCarps volunteers and
college students to make
sure every child can read
independently by third grade.

* A challenge to parents to
read with thetr children every

night.

& Maryland Schoo) Performance Assessment Program (MSPA!')
In Maryland, third graders must have achieved the ability to read independently, and are tested on that abxhty through lhc lhlrd

| grade administration of the MSPAP, which focuses on both basic and higher order skills.

% Even Start

The Even Start Family Literacy Program focuscs on the fanuly and provides participants with a program of early childhood
education, adult literacy, basic skill instruction, and parent education. The program cmrently serves approximately 160 nhﬂdrcn
ages 0-3 and apprmmnamly 170 chﬂdrcn ages 4-7.

% Parent and Family Involvement Network

MSDE has developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes pan:ms tcachcrs P’I‘A presidents and other local
liaisons to share best practices for parent involvement. We participate in Partnership 2009, Jinking schools and communities
together to increase student achievement and our Special Education Parcm Traming Centers provzdc parenting skills trammg and
help parmts mect the special needs of their children in school.

4 Additional Assustanoe is Always Welcome

Additional Amchorps volunteers to help some of our lngh risk childrea wuu!d still be of grcat bcnef t.

@ Maryland State Departxmnl of Bdmanon How Mmylsnd Messures Up Page 2
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4. Learnmg begms in the first
days of life.

o The budget will expand
Head Start to one miflion
children by 2002.

will hold a conference on
early leammg and the bram
this spring,

* Vice-President Gore and
Mrs. Gore will hold an
annual Family conference in
Jure to make sure parents

" are aa active part of their
children’s leaming.

» Eady lntervenhon and Prevention Services (EIPS) : '

‘The Early Intervenition and Prevention Services Initiative (EIPS) assists local school systems in improving éarly learning
programs serving all children ages 3 to 9. It directly addresses the first National Education Goal: ensuring that all children start
schoo! ready to learn. The program’s goal is to help schools and conmmunities provide the most comprehensive and appropriate
services possible for all young learners and their families and to hmghtcn public awareness about the programs that are available
to belp.

| « _The President and First Lady.

& Head Start.Collaboration Network - ' .

As part of EIPS, MSDE is working with the Governor's Office fo develap coffaborative models betwoén public schools and the

Head Stast program. MSDE provides technical assistance to schools looking to develop these nmde!s and serves on the Head Start
Collaboration Network Adeoxy Courcil. ‘

| ¢ Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP)

The Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP) serves over 8 000 four-year-old c}n!dmn leh leammg oppomrmhm, ’
health, and other snppclt s:mm:m. _ ,

4 Mandatory Kindergarten = -
Since 1992, Kindergarien has been mandatory im Maryland ancl, stalzwxde,

4 Early Children Special Education Programs B
Early Children Speciat Education Programs, cooperative efforts of MSDE, local school systems, and child care pmvtders, ensure
spac:al education and sexvices to children with disabilities. The programs help to prepare children for pre-school, coordinate

services between Head Start and local schools, address their daily needs, amd place them in the least restrictive school
environment. : : '

P -

5. Every state should give
parenis the power to
choose the right public
sthool for their children.

«  The Budget will have
additionaf funding for
charter schools.

L 4 Cllarter Schools '
Maryland’s 24 tocal school systems are free to establish Charter schools; as evidenced by Bahmmre City's plan to privatize 9
schools, under an agreeriient that would make the schools privately managed, but publicly funded and stifl actountable in certain

_basic ways to Baltimore C:ty Public Schools and the State. fmimdml school systems also create their own policies cunocmmg
school choxca A

The State Board of Edncatmn s Task Force an Chaner Schools has dctcmnmd that we have tlle amhcnty in Maryland to
mtabhsh Cham:r schools. ‘

& Maryland State Department of Education: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 3
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6. Character Educahon must | € Statewide Char:cter Education Initiative ,
be tanght in scheols. And * | Maryland has instituted a statewide character education initiative, directed by the State Character Education Office. Currently,
we must continve to there are five commty-wide pilot programs —Prince George’s, Baltimore, Catvert and Frederick counties and Baltimore City. In
promate order and these countics, cach school has developed a character education program to it its unique needs. In general, the program focuses
discipline . . on the core ethical valres which form the basis of a democratic society — respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, caring, justice
: and fairness, and civic virtue and citizenship. This program is funded byagmntﬁmnﬂxcU S. Depammntol‘Educanon sFund
+ Nonew Budget items. for the Improvement of Education: Partnershxps in Character Education. -
é Schoo! Order and Dmapline Legrslahon ’
In addition, the Govemor's bill “School Order and Discipline” went into effect October 1. It contains tough mezasures to deal more
aggressively with studeats who frequently disrupt the learing of other students, as well a3 funding for focal efforts to solve their
— | violence and disruption problems. Among other things, the law gives principals the autherity to suspend students for up to 10
days, requires restitution from students who damage property while violating the law, protects school staff from lcgal aclion when
| they try to prevent violence, and requires state guidelines for a code of dasclphm. '
% Service Learning T o
Currently, Maryland is the only state in the country that requires studcnls to complete 75 hours of student service as a requirement |
for high school graduation. Each of Maryland’s 24 local school systems has developed its own service learing program, designed
| to help students understand many of the social issues they leam about in school - In addition, service-leaming helps students sce
their roles as citizens, and as active participants in the solmions to some ol‘ our most critical problems as apation. -
7. We cannot expect our % School Construction andmg
children to raise Currently, for FY 98 we have requests for over $3 10 million in school construction ﬁmdmg Govemor Glendening has requested
themselves up in schools $138.4 million in his budgct This federal fimding would allow vs to expamd and extend school construction money at both the
that are hterally falling state and local level.
down.
e Inchudes 35 billion in interest
subsidies to help
communities finace $20
billion in school construction
over the next 4 years.

@ Marytsnd State Department of Education: How Maryland Messures Up — Page 4
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8. We must make the 13th % Proposed Scho!arslnp Progmm

and 14th years of Govemor Glendening has proposed a Maryland HOPE scholamhlp (SB 231/HB 493), which would pay the full hutmn at a

education . .. universal ... | Maryland commumity college or muvcmty for students in famﬂ:es with incomes less than $60,000 who have a B average n high
we must open the doors of | school and maintain that average in college.

college to all Americans.
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¢ Amernica’s HOPE
scholarship — 2 year $1,500 |
tax credit for college tuition,
which is enough to pay for
community college.

9. Wemust expand the | % Cammumty Callege Career and Techno!agy Programs
frontiers of learning across | Maryland has a variety of Career and Technology Programs in our Comimunity Collegcs, some of whmh prepare smdcm:: for
a lifetime. immediate employment, and others which pave the way for transfer to a four year college. White high school students can ¢am

: : college credit for these programs while still in high schoo] a skill grant would dcﬁmlcly benefit those adufts who wzsh to return to
s Glbill for America’s school.

workers to transform marny

federal training programs % Sclronl to Careers:

into a simple skill grant Career Connections is Maryland’s comprehmmve school-to-careers system, supporting school reform, workfome preparation, and
directly to workers:

econamic development. The goal of the program is to ensure that all high school graduates are prepared to enter a carecr and/or
higher education. Thcpmg’mn is funded by a federal grant of $25.2 million over five years.

4 Adult Education

In addition, Maryland is serving appmxnnatc]y 42,000 adults with adult basic edunaﬂon and lngh scheol crcdennahng programs.
' These programs support workfoice skills development and family and parenting skills development and support helping these
adults carn a high school diploma. Approximately 6,100 adults annually earn their diploma through the GED, and approximatety

400 eam their dipioma through the Adult Extemal Drpltmm Program. In addition, adult education classes in lnnmcy skilfs and
high school completion are housed at homeless shelters t!\ronghout the state.

&) Marylnd State Depmtment of Educstion: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 5
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10. We must brmg the power
of the information age into
a}l our schools.

|+ A challenge to America to

-Intemet access.

connect every classcoom for

4 Educational Modernization Initiative -

Maryland accepted this challenge, and through NetWeckend w:red appmxxmately 600 schools for Internet access. The
Educational Modernization Initiative Technology in Schools is designed to increzse the technology capabilities of Maryland
schools, and an additional 149 schools are scheduled 1o be added in the FY 98 budget. In FY 97, $4.5 million was spent an 90
project schools. The initiative pmvides schools vath a complete building wiring system, as well as hardware, software, and fimds

for staff trammg Mm‘ylmd also receives fedzral fnnds to support school technology throngh the Technology theracy Chaltenge
Fund.

6 Busma: Partnershnps

MSDE and the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT) have developed The Maryland Plan for Technology in
Education, a detailed plan for education fechnology in Maryland’s schools. Norman R. Augustine, President and CEO of the

Lockheed Martin Corporation, was the first president of the MBRT and is a strong supporter of Maryland’s school reform.

@ Maryland State Department of Education: How Maryland Measures Up —Page 6
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to: Mike Cohen *
fax#:  (202) 456-7028
e Maryland's education reform
‘datet  February 6, 1997 |
pages: 15, including this cover sheet.

" Here is information promised on school reform in Maxyland:‘

1. How Maryland Measures Up -« a synopsis of how the state’s educauon 1mt1at1ves align
with President Clinton’s education goals and State of the Union address
2. School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains -- news release on the 1996 school

report card
3. MSDE Bulletin — h.lghhghts of the report card

4, Rising Expectauons for Maryland Students — the High School Assessment Program

under development

$. State Board revzews options for High School Assessment - Ian 28 news release ‘

6. Maryland Partnershxp for Teachmg and Learning K-16

Please let me know if yop need additional mformauon.

—Frem the deskof.]

: Ron Peil
Schoo! & Community Outreach Offic
Maryland State Department of Educstio
200 W, Battimore Stre
Bahimors, MD 21201

(410) 767-047

Fax: (410) 33




HOW MARYLAND MEASURES uUp:
A synopsis of how Mmyland s education mttmtzves tdlgn with President Clinton’ s Edm:atwn Goals in the Statc of the Umon Address

1. Every state should adopt
high national standards.

will lead an effort over the
next two years to develop
national tests of student
achievement in reading and
math.

& Maryland School Performanee Program (MSPP)
For the past five years, through our scheol reform initiative, the Maryland School Performance Program (MSPP), Maryland has
already had high standards, as attested to by the A (1060%) Education Week's report card gave Maryland in Standards and
Assessmenis. W¢ have already develaped a test 1o measure how well students are meeting those standards — the Marytand
School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP). MSPAP measures how well schools are teaching students the reading,
\vriﬁng, language usage, mathematics, science, and social studies skills they need for fisture careers.

- | With the assistance of the College Board and the Pew Charitable Trust, Maryland‘s proposed }hgh School Assessmens would .

.| two in science, and three in social studies, will gauge both school perfonnance and individual student performance. They will be

| working (o align content and perfmmance standards of high schools and higher education.

Maryland holds schools accountable to these standards through a variety of measures, including cur ammal Mmyland School
Performance Report, a “seport card™ on our state’s snhools.

In addition, the suggeslion of national voluntary tests in reading and mathematics is a good match with Maryland’s MSPAP,
which very closely relates to the current Nattonal Assessment of Educational Progress both in terms of rigor and content.

% Marylard’s Proposed High School Assessments

extend the MSPP through high school. The series of 10 end-of-course tests, including three exams in English, two in mathematics,
graduation requirements beginning with the class of 2004.

4 K-16 Parinership

With support from the Pew Charitable Trust, MSDE, the Maryland Higher Education Commssxon and the Chancellor of the
University of Maryland System are collaborating in developing the K-16 partnership. The purpose of this partnership is the
development of a scamless system of education between public schools and instifutions of higher education that will allow
Maryland students to move easily and directly form high school into the State’s colleges and vniversitics. The partrership is

C)OD coe ATE HOHININO WWOD R HOS WAST 28 26,
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Ta have the best schools,

“we must have the best

teachers.

" Federal budget will enable -

< Proposed Leglslahon

Currenily, MSDE is supparting a bill (SB 460) which would constitute a focused strategy for improving the qualuy of leadnng in
Maryland schools by establishing a three-year pilot program to provide state and local support for 48 teachers to pursue National
Board Certification every year. The state and local system will pay the certification fees for these teachers. The bill also prowdes

for a statewide staff development plan to utilize the skills and knowledge of thesc teachers.

100,000 teachers to seek
certiftcation through the 9 Professionsl l)evelopmwt Schools
... National Board for ... ... .._.|. In.addition, teacher preparation and professional development are being aligned with our schoof reform efforts and our new :
Professional Teaching assessments through 14 pilot profmsrmm! development schools, involving partnershnps between [ocal school systems and higher
Standards. edcalion institutions.
% Business Partnerships
In cooperation with the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT), MSDE developed recommendations to revamp
teacher pmfwswnal develapment.
' € Teacher Licensure
' No one is allowed to teach in a Mmy!and classroom unless they have a Maxylmd teaching koense, or are ehgﬂ:le for one.
3. Wemust domoreto help | & Maryland School Performance Assessment ngram (MSPAP)
all our childven read. In Maryland, third graders must have achieved the ability to read independently, and are tested on thai ahxhly lhmngh the lhu'd
. | grade administration of the MSPAP, which focuses on both basic and higher order skills.
o The America Reads
initiative will use % Even Start
AmeriCorps volunteers and | The Even Start Family Literacy Program focuses oni the family and provides participants with a program of early childhood
college students to make. education, adult literacy, basic skill instruction, and parent education. The program currently serves approximately 160 children
sure every child can read- ages 0-3 and approximately 170 children ages 4-7.
_ independently by third grade. ‘
% Parent and Family Invelvement Network
‘» A challenge to parents to MSDE bas developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes patents (mchers PTA presidents and other local
read with their children eve:y liaisans to share best practices for parent involvement. We participate in Partnership 2000, linking schools and communities
night. together to increase student achievement and our Special Education Parent Training Centers prowde parenting skﬂls training and

’ help parents mext the special needs of their children in school:

‘& Additional Assistance is Always Welcomc
_ Additional AmeriCorps voluntecrs to help some of our high-risk children would still be of great benefit.
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4 Learmng begms in the first
days of life.

» The budget will expand
Head Start to one msflion
children by 2002.

will hold a conference on
early leaming and the brain
this spring.

« Vico-President Gore and
Mrs. Gore will hold an
. aneual family conference in
June to make sure parents
are an active part of their
children’s leaming.

‘4 Early Intervention and Prevention Services (EIPS) |

{ = .. The President and First Lady. .

The Early Intervention and Prevention Services Initiative (EIPS) assists local school systems in improving early leaming

_programs scrving all children ages 3 to 9. It directly addresses the first National Education Goal: ensuring that all children start

school ready to learn. The program’s goal is to help schools and conmmunities provide the most comprehensive and appropriate

 servioes possible for all young learners and their families and to heighten public awareness ahout the programs that are available

to help.

4 Head Start. Collaboratmn Network .. i e

.As part of EIPS, MSDE is working with the Govermr s Office to dcve!op oollaboranve models bctween publxc schools and Ihc

Head Start program. MSDE provides technical assistance to schools looking to develop these models and serves on the Head Start
Collaboratton Network Advisory Council.

6 Extended Elementary Edueation Program (EEEP)

The Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP) serves over 8,000 four-year-old cluldmn mth leaming opporhnutlm,
health, and other support servucm

|» Mandatory Kindergarten

Smce 1992, Kindergarten has been mandatory im Maryland and, statewide.

4 Early Children Spec!al Education Programs : '

Early Children Special Education Programs, cooperative effarts of MSDE, locat school systems, and child care ptovtdcm, ensure
specml education and sexrvices to children with disabilitres. The programs help to prepare children for pre-scheol, coordinate
services between Head Start and local schools, address their daily noeds, and place them in the least restrictive school
enviromment.

€22 £EE BIP HOUTMING WWOD B HOS Wd21:28 26, 9@ 934

5. Every state should give
parents the power to
choose the right public
school for their children.

o The Budget will have
additional funding for
charter schools.

K 2 Charter Schools

Maryland’s 24 tocal school systems are free to establish Charter schools, as evidenced by Baltimare City’s plan to privatize 9
schools, under an agreement that would make the schools privately managed, but publicly funded and still accoumtable in certain

“basic ways to Baltimore C:ty Public Schools and the State. Individual school systems a!so create their own pohcms concerming

school choice.

The State Board of Education’s Task Farce on Charter Schools has delmnmwd that we have the authority in Maryhnd to
establish Charter schoo!s

&) Marylend Stste Department of Education: How Marylaad Measures Up — Page 3
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6. Character Education must
be tanght in schools. And
we must continve to
promete order and

- disciphine...

* Nonew Budget items.

& Statewide Character Education Initiative ,
Maryland has instituted a statewide character education initiative, directed by the State Character Education Office. Currently,
there are five connty-wide pilot programs —Prince George’s, Baltimore, Calvert and Frederick counties and Baltimore City. In
these countics, cach school has developed a character edecatéon program to fit its unique needs. In general, the program focuses
on the core ethical values which form the basis of a democratic society — respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, caring, justice
and fairness, and civic virtue and citizenship. This program is funded by a graot from the U.S. Dcpanmmt of Education’s Fund
for the Improvement of Education: Parmcrshms in Character Education.

e e e vt et 3 e A ——

4- School Order nnd Dxmplme chulatmn

In addition, the Govemor’s bill “School Order and Discipline” went into eﬂ‘ect QOctober |. It contains tough measures to deal more

aggressively with students who frequently disrupt the leaming of other stedents, as well as funding for focal efforts to solve their
.violence and disruption problems. Among other things, the law gives principals the authority to suspend studenis for up to 10
"days, requires restitution from students who damage property while violating the law, protects school staff from legal action when
they try loprevent violence, and requires state guidelines for a code of discipline.

< Service Learning
Currently, Maryland is the only state in thccountrymatmqmres students to complete 75 hours of student servioe as a requirement

for high school graduation. Each of Maryland’s 24 local school systems has developed its own service leaming program, designed

to help students understand many of the social issues they leam about in school: In addition, service-leaming helps students sce
their roles as citizens, and as active participants in the solutions to some of ~qurmost critical problems as a nation.

7. We cannot expect gur
children to raise ‘
themselves up in schools
that are Literally falbing
down.

» Inctudes $5 billion in interest
subsidies to help
commmunities finance $20

" billion in school construction
over the next 4 years.

- % School Construction Funding
Currently, for FY 98 we have requests for over $310 million in school construction ﬁmdmg Govemnar Glendening has requestzd

$138.4 millicn in his budget. This federal ﬁmding would allow vs to expand and e:md school construction money at both the
state and lecal level.
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8. Wemust makethel3th | Proposed Stholarslup Program

and 14th years of Govemnor Glendening has propesed a Maryland HOPE scholarship (SB 231/HB 493), which would pay the full tuition at a
education . ., universal ... | Maryland community college or university for students in families with incomes less than $60,000 who have a B average in high
we must open the doors of | school and mamtnm thm average in oollege

college to all Americans.

e Amenca’s HOPE .
scholarship — 2 year $1,500

tax credit for college tuition,
which is enough to pay for
9. We must expand the 1% Cnmmumly College Career and '['echnolngy Programs
frontiers of learning across | Maryland has a variety of Career and Technology Programs in our Community Coﬂeges, some of which prepare stndents for
a lifetime. immediate employment, and otbers which pave the way for transfer to a four year college. White high school students can eam

college credit for these programs while still in high sclmol a skill grant would definitely benefit those adults who wxsh to return to
¢ Gl bill for Amenca’s ‘school.

workers to transform many '
federal training programs © School to Careers

* into a simple skill grant Career Connections is Maryland’s oomprehmve school-to-careers system, supporting school reform, warkferce preparation, and
directly to workers: econamic development. The goal of the program is to ensure that all high school graduates are prepared to enter a carcer and/or

tnglmteduca(mn The program :sﬁmdcdbyafedaalgtantof&s 2 miflion over five years.

4 Adult Education

In addition, Maryland is serving appmx:matdy 42,000 adults with adult basic education and high school credentialing programs.
| These programs support workforce skills development and family and parenting skills development and support helping these
adults cam a high school diploma. Approximately 6,100 adults annually eam their diploma through the GED, and approximately
400 eam their diploma through the Adult Extemal Diploma Program. In addition, adult education classes in Jiteracy skillsand
high school completion are housed at homeless sheiters throughout the state.

a@ Maryland State Depmtment of Education: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 5
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10. We must bnng the power
of the information age into
all our schools.

e A challenge to Anterica to
connect every classcoom for
Intemet access.

% Educational Modernization Initiative ;

Maryland accepted this challenge, and through NetWeekend wired approximaiely 600 schools for Intevnet access. The
Educational Modernization Initiative Technology in Schools is designed to increase the technology capabilities of Maryland
schools, and an additional 149 schools are scheduled to be added in the FY 98 budget. In FY 97, $4.5 million was spent on 90 -
project schools.- The itiative provides schools with a complete building wiring system, as well as hardware, software, and fimds
for staff training. Maryland also receives federal funds to support school technology through the Technology Literacy Challenge
Fund. ’ -

» Bllsmess Pﬂl‘lnel‘shlps
MSDE and the Maryland Business Roundtable fox Education (MBRT) have developed The Maryland Plan for Teckno!ogy n
Education, a detailed plan for education technology m Maryland’s schools. Narman R. Augustine, President and CEO of the

Lockheed Martin Corporation, was the first president of the MBRT and is a strong supporter of Maryland’s school reform.

I Marytand State Department of Education: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 6
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..School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains
“School Reform Is Working, ” Says State Superintendent Grasmick

BALTIMORE, MD (December 12, 1996) = “School reform is working to drive
Maryland schools toward Ingher levels of performance,” State School Superintendent Nam:y S.

Grasmick declared toddy in releasmg the 1996 report card on schools.

“More students are gaduatmg, more students are attending school every day, and more
students are learning at higher levels,” Dr. Grasmick said.

On the most challenging measure of student learning - the Maryland School Performance
Assessment Program (MSPAP), the report shows that local school systems have improved in 15
out of 18 content areas, with 19 of 24 school systems posnng higher achievernent on the tests th:s
year than last s year. ,;

The report ako indicates steady improvements over the past six years in dropout and
attendance rates, &s schools seek to reach the high accountability standards se;by the state in
these areas. The state’s dropout rate declined by nea:ly 2 percentage points since 1990, down 1o
4,58 percent. The State Deparnment of Education estimates that, had students continued to
dropou: ar the 1990 rate of 6.5 percent annually, there would be 3, 600 fewer high school seniors

- in Maryland high schools today.

“The gmduaung class of 1997 will produce 3,600 more young people prepared for further
schoo!mg or the workforce,” Dr. Grasmick said. Similarly, the Supenmmdent said,
improvements in artendance rates mean that “7,700 more students are in schodland leamning every

day. Good attendance sets the stage for gcod instruction.”

The State S chool Superintendent released the seventh annual school report card gt a news
conference in Baltimore. Governor Parris N. Glendening and legs!auve. education, and busmess
leaders from across the state filled the state board room to receive the progress report on the
suate’s 1,260 schools. ! :

Govemor Glendening said, “In it quest for bel:er schools, Maxyland is among the naton’s
leaders. On behalf of all Marylanders, I commend the hard work of our teachers and school :

communities in connmnng our progress toward excellence. We have made education my
Administration’s top pnomy, providing the resources to enable our stdents to succeed today and

in the furure.”
MORE...
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. In releasing the school report :ard, the Superimendent said MSPAP tests are prompung
instructional i improvements system by systm school by schoo!, and smdent by student. I-'cr
example: : .

| + From 1993 to 1996, the percentage of students performing st the sausf‘ac:ory level in
one or more MSPAP areas has increased an average of 10 poins to 66 percent in grade
3, 72perceutmgmde$ and?Opemntmgrades

» The percentage of schools meeting or approachmg at least one MSPAP standard has
increased significamly since 1993 ~ to 46.5 percent of schools in grade 3, to 56.25
pezcen:mgmdes and to 61.9 percent in grade 8.

> The aumber of school systans with at least 40 percent of students scoring at ,
satxsfzctory on the MSPAP tests increased from four in 1993 to 16 ip 1996. School
systems mahng consistent gains include Allegany, Anne Arundel, Carohne, and Ca.nou.

» Thestateass whoie reg:s:ered xmprovancazs in 21 of 30 State measures of schaol
performance and student learning. - :

Dr. Grasrmck said these gains reflect a strong commmnenz 10 contimuous mpmvement in
instruction, staff development, and other areas that rasult in a berter education for students.
However, she stressed the need 1o maintain a strong focus — in all elementary and middle school
grades — on the basic'skills and academic content areas as the foundation for the higher level of- -
student performance reqwred by MSPAP. “School reform is more than prepazmg studens a few

weeks before test ume," the Superintendent added.

Dr. Grasmick sa;d the report card on schools is also an important tool for idennifying
school systems and inStructional areas where new efforts are needed. In the coming months, she
said, State educators, | local school systems, and school improvement teams will give new aftention
to writing instruction in middle schools and preparation in the primary grades for the third grade

. challenges of MSPAP* New efforts are also needed, she said, to idennify successful programs and
prac::ces as 3 way 10 :mprcve instructional areas where student pafcrmance is Iaggmg.

State Board Pres:dent Chns:opher T. Cross sa:d the repcr: md:caxes there is much work
for all of us—at the State level, in every school symm., and in eve:y school —~ 1o realize the full
potential of school reform. ‘

“We need 10 be courageous, to be bold,” Dr. Grasmick saxd “But most importantly, we
need to keep our focus on children. The Maryland School Performance Program is not sbout
pumbers, It is about chﬂdren, gbout their school experiences today and their lives in the 21st

»
ceatury. )
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The 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works

Cec. 12, 1886

By almost any standard, the : ,
Maryland School Pert‘ormaﬁce 3 )
Program is making the kind of | MSPAP GANS AMONG STUDENTS
profound, across-the-board gaing it The Percentage of Students Mecting One orMore Standards
wasdegignedtomake. ' 75% o= i .
That's the gisf of the new 1996 state 0% = . o 6928
- < &7 65 ] 66
repoit card, released at a Dec. 12; 65% = - 68 1
celebration in Baltimare. Viewed 62 62 V
over four years since the 1993 base 60% 60
year, progress on the Maryland ¢ : T 57 /
School Performance Assessment tests' 550, w ///
has been especially striking: ! /’4
\ : $0% — ;| /] 15 ]
e oo 93 94 95.96 93 94 95 96 93 94 95 9%
vosmmthysde s Tadldt | Manded | Mo
who met one or more MSPAP
standards in grades 3, 5, and'8 .
has climbed an average of 10%. m  System by system. In 1993, four
g * systems had 40% or more students
‘8 School by school. Sixce 1993 the at the satisfactory level on the
number of schools meeﬁng or - -MSPAP. This year, 16 of 24 had
approaching standards in one or 40% to 60%.
more content arcas has doubled or ' :
tripled. . (Pledse see Report Card on Page 2)
- MSPAP GaINs AMONG ScHOOLS '
“The Percentage of Schools Meeﬁng and Approaching One or More Standards
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Report Card conimicy
At each level, this year’s report card
shows, the state’s educational system is
performing at a higher standard than in _
years past. In 1996, 21 of 30 repont
card performance areas areup. |

Th 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works f

“This year’s report is a dramaric and
heartening affirmation of our belief that
school reform in Maryland is working,”
said State School Superintendent Nancy
S. Grasmick “Our progress continues
to be steady and, in some schools and
school systems, breathtaking.” |

Py

v In 1993, only 4
school systems
had 40% or
more of students

MSPAP GAINS AMONG Scaoo:. Sysmms

at satisfactory
level

v In 1996, 16
school systems
had 40 to 60%
of students at
satisfactory
level

. Number of School Systems (

Dr. Grasmick’s Message: We Must Do More

tatc School Superinténdent chy
S. Grasmick knows that whilc there

 is much o celebrate in the 1996 report

card, more must be done to realize the |
full potential of school reform. Some
excapts ﬁ'om ber message this year

—————
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“If you look at the 1996 report card and
you listen to teachers and principals,
you conclude that the next steps in
school reform will require 2 universal
effort. Teachers and principals in
grades K through 12 will need to keep
working, kecp checking their progress,
and keep improving. ‘ j}i -

“Have high expectations for every
student in ¢very content area. . . .

I would (also) challenge school
improvement tearns to really dig into -
the data, . . . Just because you are doing

" gomething new and different does not

mean you are doing the right thing.”

What do you think?

. The MSDE Bulletin welcomes
readers’ comments. Send them 1o the
editor at the address at left.

:

The 1996 report card, released by Dr.

- Grasmick and Governor Parris N.

Glendening, detailed significant
progress over 1995 results. Among the
gains were improvements in 15 of 18 -
MSPAP areas and a continued
reduction of Maryland’s dropout rate.

School reform is also helping to reduce
sbsenteeism. Attendance rates are up
in all areas, progress since 1990 that
translates to 7,700 students in school
today instead of being on the streets.

When more students are in school and
preparing for the future, Dr, Grasmck
said, everyone benefits,
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Maryland Smte Department of Education .
200 West Baltimore Street 4 Baltimore, MD 21401 4 (410) 767-0600
: Parris N, Glendening, Governor % Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools

October 1996

Raising Expectations for Mmyland Students
. e By 2004, Maryland graduates will be better prepared for work and |
. postsecondary education

¢ New, tougher high school assessments will be tied to graduation

Purpose and History

Maryland’s proposed high school assessments help extend the Maryland School Performance Program through
high school. To succeed in the next century, today's young people will be expected to know more and have higher-
level skills than any previous generation. Schools will raise academic expectations, building a firm foundation from the -
basics and ensunng the higher level skills demanded by the modemn workplace and higher education,

The Maryland School Performance Assessments, or MSPAP, given in third, fifth, and eighth grade, are already
raising academic performance in Maryland's elementary schools. The high school assessments will extend these higher
expectations into grades 9-12. The tests will gauge both school performance and individual student performance, '

providing valuable information for school improvement planning.
Proposal :

_ The proposed high school assessment is & series of 10 end-of-course tests in English, mathermatics, science, social

studies, and skills for success. All Ma:yland high school Students starting. with the class of 2004, will be required to
_pass them to graduate.

Students will take three end~of-course exams in Englxsh two in mathemancs two in science, and three in social
studies. Skills for success — leamng, thinking, communication, technology, and interpersonal skills — should be
. taught in every course and will be. essennai to performing well on all the tests.
A test development firm will work with the Maryland State Departmient of Education and local school systems o

prepare blue-prints for an assessment that:

- & isapgraduation requxrement for all students.
'€ recognizes different levels of achievement. Y
<  combines multiple choice, short answer, performance, and essay questions.

Development

: Thehigh school assessment is bemg developed m collaboration with teachers, business leaders, community
s members, and professional education-related organizations:from around Maryland. Both national and international
standards are being used to belp develop ‘the assessments.

: 'Ram@:zmgﬂmmahmmphyamﬂmlemdwdmmg&e ‘assessments, the Maryland'State Department of
-rwmmmmddwmmmmmzmwmmmmmmm
-what students should-be required 1o &now and be able to do.'The State Board of Education is exploring:the possibitity

dmm@mmwwm uhndonotpassﬂtemassesm
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state Board reviews options
‘for.. High School Assessment

‘ BALTIMORE MD (Ianuary 28, 1997) - The Maryland State Board of Education today
began to consider fcmj :possible designs to use for Maryland’s planned High School Assessment,
‘as well as other eptmng to incorporate into the r;l;allengmg tests before they are administered to
students as part of high school graduation requirements beginning with the Class of 2004,

The State Board is expected to take action on the designs next month, as well as a series
of questions that will determine the final shape and philosophy of the proposed High School
Assessments. The Board is scheduled to decide these questions at its February 25-26 meeting.

The ngh School Assessment exams first were proposed in July 1995 as a series of end-of-
course tests covering the core learning areas of English, mathematxcs, science, and social studies.

The assessment is an extension of the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program
in grades 3, 5, and 8 used to determine the performance levels of individual schools. The High
School Assessment, however would likely focus on individual student performance as well as
provzde valuable mfomiauon for school improvement plannmg -

* Unlike the Maryland Functional Tests, which measure minimum competency among high .
school students in six su’b_]ect areas, the High School Assessment would be designed to be more
rigorous and meanmgful to students and thus better prepare them for the variety of challenges
they will encounter in life and in their careers. As the High School Assessments come on line
beginning with the Class of 2004, the Functional Tests dre scheduled to be gradually phased out.

Since their i mceptxon, the assessment tests have been the focus of a 35-member task force
and the subject of dozens of public meetings across the state he!d to gather feedback from
parents, teachers, smdents, and others involved in deve!o;amg the tests. The results of those
meetings were also reported today to the State Board.

: More than 1,800 people attended more than 40 meetings to discuss the High School
- Assessments. Among the issues raised by the public, educators, and others included the

{

- More—
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High School Assassments
Page 2 4

importance of high acéadenﬁc standards, how the assessment would be used, how the tests would
be administered, and alternatives to the tests for students who do not successfully complete them.

“The complex,ity and volume of decisions that must be made on these questions and others
about the High School Assessment demand that we proceed with caution and common sense,”
said Dr. Nancy S, Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools. “The intent of the Board and of the
Department is to create assessments that are fair, challenging, and meaningful for every high
school student in Maryland ”

"Among the questions the Board was requmed to consider and resolve next month are
issues such as whether passing the exams would be a prerequisite for graduation, the number of
tests to be developed, and whether it would be acceptable to have three annual test

" administrations with make-up sessions for each tests for those students who do not pass on the
first attempt. ‘ :
“These are among the most unportant and far—reachmg dehberanons and decisions this
Board will likely ever make " said .Chnstopher T. Cross, President of the Maryland State Board of
~ Education. “There will be a lot of thought and reflection that will go into these decisions so that
we may be assured of ‘a plan thar will tmly challenge all our studems and help each of them to

reach their full potenttal »
| The test optxons were designed with assistance from the College Board / Educational

Testing Service of Princeton, N.J., 2 group noted for its administration of the widely-used

Scholastic Achxevemeht Tests. The CB/ETS report on desxgn options for the High School

Assessment outlined four propased test designs for the Board's consideration:

‘o Portiolio Plns A year-long portfolio of student work would be scored by a classroom
teacher and combined with a 2-3 hour assessment scored centrally.

m Preparation élus: This assessment would draw upon common learning experiences in a
~ 2-3 hour standardized assessment involving “real-world” applications.
= Combination: Students would be asked during a 2-3 hour assessment to use documents,

laboratory resx;ﬂts,' or other tools to answer a series of constructed-response questions.

B Limited Com:bmatlon This assessment type would use challenging machine~scorable
questions and . answers in a 2-3 hour test.

Should the Board choose a design option and complete its series of decisions in February,
the State Department of Education is scheduled to begin accepting proposals from bidders for test
development in April. At the same time, MSDE will begin working more intently with local
school systems to determine what they need, such as training, instructionial adjustments, etc., in
order to prepare for the H.tgh School Assessments.

#48

i
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MARYLAND PARTNERSHIP FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING K-16

Maryland State Depantment of Education & Maryland Higher Education Commission 4™ Uhiversity of Maryland Systerms

Nancy Grasmick, Superintendent -Puatricia Florestano, Secrstary Donald Langenberg, Chancellor
200 West Baltimore Street : Phone: 410-767-0368

Baltimere, MD 21201-2595 ‘ FAX: 410-333-3867

MARYLAND K-16 PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT

The K-16 Partnership is a ‘bold departure from traditional education reform, heralding a new and
substantive collaboration among leaders in the business community, K-16 education, and local and state
government. This unprecedented alliance is critical to the creation of a new community of learning that
strives for all of its members to achieve the highest levels of excellence throughout all levels of
education and in the workplace. Building on the reforms inaugurated by the Maryland State Department
of Education and the Maryland Higher Education Commission, this new Partnership derives its strength
from the diversity of its members, who bring to the Parmershlp their unique perspectzves expertise,
resources, and needs.

Schools must have the hig‘h standards needed for our students to develop and adapt to an increasingiy
technological world, prepating all students for work and life-long leaming. Higher education must take
senously its obligation to educate new teachers who have the knowledge, skill, and confidence to teach
in tomorrow’s classrooms, and together in partnership with local school systems engage in the
continuous professional development of teachers. General education experiences in higher education
institutions must prepare our future leaders by instilling an understanding of technology, an appreciation
of the erts and humanities; and a profound respect for diversity. Academic majors must link ‘
requirements with career expectations. Businesses must be engaged in the development of standards and
curriculum throughout K-16 education that give students the knowledge and capability they will need to
adapt to a workplace that § is changing at an extraordinary rate, and provide meaningful jobs that enable
students to use these skills. Businesses must instill end affirm an ethic of life-long leamning in their
workforce and actively sui:port their employees in their educational goals. State and local government
officials must thoughtfully allocate resources to ensure that they are used in the most effective way
possible to achieve these goals, and remove policy and legal barriers to the collaborations necessary to
attain thermn. Further, all rhust bear responsibility for tmsunng that our students are prepared to dccept
their responsibilities as citjzens—as active part1c1pants in the social, cultural and political life of our
State, nation, and world. ,:f

The success of the Pannershlp also depends on necessary change, significant unprovement and constant
assessment. Standards at every level must retain rigor and relevance. Assessments must be developed to
prov1de meaningful evaluations of student performance and to evaluate how well students are supported
in their efforts to meet these standards. The Parmership will address and develop strategies for
strengthening K-16 standards, competencies, and assessments, the professmnal development of teachers,
and community engagement in the K-16 initiative. ‘ .

Actmg individually, these: parmers could not achieve any of these goals. Each is an essential and equally
important contributor to the Partnership. Further, nothing can be donc without the active support and
engagement of the community at large and parents in particular. The most critical task of the Parmership
is to foster opportunities for members to establish comprehensive and substantive collaborations that
enable all stakeholders to engage in the far-reaching changes needed in our education system. The
Partnership will enable the State of Maryland to create an educational system that gives its citizens the
skills they will need to lead producuve and fulfilling lives.

paristmi k16
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Wd. Educators Weigh Rate
Of Failure for Planned Exams -

Students May Have to Pass 10 Tests to Graduate |

i

By Dan Beyers and Lisa Frazier
Washgn Boyr Stalf Wrirers

It was just a tiny note to explain a
budget estimate, but few comments in
the 363-page report delivered to the
Maryland State Board of Education last
week seemed 10 sum up so succinctly
the stakes involved in the state’s ded~
sion to develop a set of final exams re-
quired for high school graduation.

“Assumes 50 percent repeat rate
during the first five operationa) years
and 20 percent thereafter,” the note
3aild in justifying costs that could reach
323 million 3 year.

The prospect that half of all Mary-
land high school students might fail one
of the 10 new final exams the state
wants to develop is driving much of the
debate over how to launch the testing
program. State education officials are
scheduled next month to decide what
shape the testing will take, and par-
ents, school officials and even the

state’s consultants already have aps
pealed to board members to consider
starting with & simpler, less rigorous
set of tests ar delaymg the whole
thing. :

“The worst<ase scepario is to set

the bar extremely high, then in the

face of protests or legal challenges
have 1o reuwreat,” said Wayne J. Ca
mara, a research scientist with the
New York-based College Boartd, a nom
profit ‘group that oversees nationsl
standardized testing. He was hired by
the state to analyze the testing propass

al. “You risk losing some of the politid ’

support you had for the tests.”

Maryland's struggle to design the
new tests reflects the dificulties faced .

by many states throughout the country

as they start similar campaigns to raise

academic standards.
Maryland is basing much of its re-
form effort on requiring students o

passmexamsattheendofcourses n
English, math, science and history.
The mandate would take effect with
the grdduanng Class of 2004, which is
now in the fifth grade.

Only New York. which last year an-
nonnced plans to raise testing stan-
dards by requiring all students to pass
the state's more rigorous honors ex-
ams established Sy the state Board of

Regents by 1999, is attempting a test-

ing program comparable to Mary-
land’s, Virginia, by contrast, is planning
to require only 1lth-graders to take
one graduation exarn that will include
questions from all the basic subject ar-
eas.

“This is really uncharted territory,”
said Danjel Korerz, senior social scien-
tist for the Rand Institute on Education
and Training in the District. "Even ¢
Maryland is ghenomenally successful in

_its education reform, vou're still going
to have a Jot of kids who fall below the

threshold due to the wide variability of
stodent performance in any school or
system.” 4

Determining where to set passing
rates for the new tests “is obviously of

prime importance,” said Christopher .
Cross, president of the State Board of

Education and executive diréctor of the
District-based Council for Basic Educa-
tion. "Bt 50 is having a diploma that
demonstrates vou have mastered the
core learning goals we've established,”

Cross said he does not expect the
exams to stop large numbers of stu-
dents from getting a diploma because
they will be given multiple chances to
pass each test. But the need to balance
the desire for high standards against
concern about falure rates may lead
the board to offer différent types of di-
plomas, he said. Ore might reflect ba-

sic ‘competency based on fest scares.

while 2 socalled "meritorious” diploma

" might reflect a higher level of profi-

(e,
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The state board's consultants sug-
gested other options. The board could
phase in the number of tests so that
students are required to pass only, say,
three at first, giving school districts
ume to adjust 10 the change. Or the
state could set passing scores lower in
the inftial years and rarchet up their
standards over timie, The state could
even play with the way graduation is
determined: Instead of requiring stu-
dents to pass all the tests, the state
could allow students to combine their
xores to meet some threshold, That
would allow students who do poorly on
one exam to recover with a hugh score
on another.

Cross noted, however, that the con-
cerns are similar to the ones expressed

in.the early 19805 when Maryland in- -
stituted functional exams measuring

basic competency in reading, math,
writing and citizénship for ninth-, 10th-

and 1lth-graders. No one complains -

abowt the functiona) exams anymore
because passing rates exceed 80 per-
cent, he said. Similay performance
gains are possible with the new exams,
he' said, adding that he hopes any stu-
dent receiving a dxplorna can step right
intocollege.

But many parents and school offi-
cials question the assumption that high
school needs to prepare every student
for college. And many are skeptical
that the state will provide school dis-
tricts with all the resources they need
to deal with the potentially large num-
bers of students who would fail the ex-
ams and need remedial help.

- *We think it can have a detrimental -
effect,” said Leroy Tompkins. chief ad-

ministrator for instruction in Prince
George's County. “It almost certainly
will increase the dropout rate.

More.. .
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Md. Considers.

Failure Rate ,
For New Tests
continued. ..

Prinve Lmorge’s County Board of
Educatwn member Alvn Thornton
(Dustriet 7) put it this wav; I we are
willing to hold our children account-
able. we can hold our childrep account-
able. As long as the gap exists between
the wealth of the state of Maryland and
the amount it spends on its children,
how can we justify holding children ac-
counuble?”

There are other concerns about the

new tests bevand their effect on gradu-. ;

ation rates. Montgomery County
school officials said they warry that the
state’s tests coud force them to re-

vamp their curricalum-—stripping |

them of the control they have over

what is taught in county schools, Mont- -

gomery, for instance, traditionally has

required students to take [wo semes-
ters of algebra with a final exam at the
end of each semester. The single alge-

bra exam mandated by the state could

effectively force the county to discard

s two-exam regimen, which county

officials said covers more matenal than -

_ the state is contemplating.

“We had toped to fold theu' test into .*I

ours and work as partners,” said Joy ;
Odom. coordinator for student exams
11 Montgomery.

“We're headed for a utat&mandated
curriculum.” said Joseph.l. Headman'
Jr.. principal at Winston Churchill High
School in Potomac and cochairman of
a team of Montgomery educators’
studving the state exam program. “I'm
very concemed we are moving ahead
ton fast.” .

Camara. of the College Board, said
there are practical reasons for not de-
veloping different tests for different
school systems. Such variety could
open the state to challenge by a parent
who argues that one test is easier than
another,

Karl Pence. president of the Mary-
land State Teachers Association. said
“he remains concerned about what kind

of questions the test will ask. The state -

currently uses performance-based
tests for grades J. 5 and 8 that require
students to work in groups and that
feature open-ended questions for as-
sessing whether students know how to
put what they leam to practical use,
The tests are inténded to reform ele-
mentary school and middle school in-
struction,

But state test officials are leaning to-
ward multiple-choice exams for the
high school tests because they can be
scored faster and are less subjective to
administer,

“I'm afraid we might have a malfune-
tion junction if we're not careful.”
Pence said,

FOR MORE INFORMATION =5
To compare your county's average
Scholastic Assessment Test scores -
with thase of other counties in the -
areg, click on the above symbol on the
front page of The Post’s site on the
World Wide Web at ‘

htp:f | www.washingtonpast.com
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Do public schools
need state-mandated
educational standards’

B

%

Yes: Standards spur

By CHRISTOPHER T. CrROSS

educators and students accountable. Third,

. Cross is president of . standards promote educational equity by

s‘-udem uchleve_ '4 ‘ ‘;;’:;;‘{::‘ZZ;Z-‘{‘ dﬁ:manding that all students a;hieve at
, ‘ Maryiand Board of high levels. Finally, thcg help guxdg efforts

meni and hoid EdU- Education, and Icd the 10) meafaurc'st'udent achievement, improve
: g educational initiative, ~ 'C2ChCT t‘ml?mg gx?d develop rlmre eff'ec-
i ; of the Business Rowrd- tive curricula and instructional strategies.
mtors uccountub Ie r{dz!ej?cm 19915294. \ in the absence of academic standfrds.

for public monies. .

With standards so well acccptcd in our society, why are
they $0 resisted in education? :j

Standards are everywhere. I—ederal standards protect the
air we breathe, the water we drink and the medication we take.
Radio, 1elevision and pilots and planes all are subject to fed-
cra} sundands. Autornobile mechanicsé veterinarians, lawyers.
plumbers and even hairdressers and barbers must meet stan-
dards set by states. Z

- Why do we have standards mn these and other areas? Asa
sociery. we are dedicated to maintaifing excellence in the
resources and services we depend on: we want to hold gov-
emment and business accountabie for ensuring our high qual-
ity of life. Why then, are we willing to accept an education
system that has no publicly accepted standards?

[t seems that citizens expect but do not demand 2 great
deal from public education. We hope that it provides the
knowledge and skills students need lo become productive
members in the workforce and in our democmy We would
like public education 10 convey a aem»e of what it means w©
be an Amierican. And we would be pleased if public educa-
tion resulted in students” appreciation for culture and ideas,
But how does onc verity whether students are learning what
they need? How does onc help students and schools improve?
How do educators ensure that no student is left beund?

Academic standards — staiements; that describe what ail
students should know and be able to do'by the time they reach
specified grade levels -— address these questions in four
important ways. First. standards set clear. high expectations
for student achievement. Second. they provide 8 basis 1o hold

!
7

e

24 - Insight

academic content is shaped by publishers

_ of textbooks and tests. Many educators

have concluded that this content is trivial
and superhcxal T’hmr opinion is supported by the largest inter-
national study of student achicvement ever taken. the Third
[nternational Mathematics and Scicnee Study in 1996. The

study compared the mathematics and science achievement of
eighth-grade srudents from 41 countries and analyzed each of
. the countries” curricula, textbooks and teaching, Ameriean stu-

dents performed slightly benter than average in science and
below average in mathematics. The authors of the study
warned rhat lack of a coherent vision of how to ¢ducate U.S.
students in mathemanc.s and science resulted in unfocused cur-
ricula and textbooks that failed to deﬁne clearly what is
inténded 1o be taught

Academic standards provide students. wcachers and parents
a clear set of objectives for what students should know and
be able to do at various points of their educational cansers. For
example, one math standard might state: By the end of fourth
grade. 3l] students will be able to add, subrract, multiply and
divide fractions. Students would have a concrete goal to work
toward. and teachers woitld have a framework for developing
curricula and assessments that accurately measure student
achievement. Parents would have an understanding of the spe-
cific goals their children are working toward, which would
ailow them 1o increase their participation in the learning
process. Finally. future employers and the American public in
general would have 2 clearer sense of the eXpectations for stu-
dents of different ages.

Without smnda:da. citizens cannot know whether students
are leaming essential material because no one can specify
what that material is. Similarly, the (confinued un page 26)

February 17, 1997

SRR S

a—



http:resisr.ed

FEB-07-87 FRI 04:48 PN

Ssymposium

CROSS: continued !}‘mu puge 2

public cannot know whether a sctiool’s educational program
is effective, because there is nothmg against which it can be
measured.

This lack of accounuability has eroded the public’s fatth
in public schools: A 1995 survey. found that almost half of
Americans believe that it is possible to get a high-school
diploma without learning even the most basic skills. Many
teachers agree there is 2 problem, biit, interestingly. in 2 recent
survey conducted by the American Federation of Teachers.
44 percent of teachers said that thcy promoted undeserving
students because there were no ‘stan-
dards to hold them accountable. |

Refusing to hold students accountable
for learming sends the message to:chll
dren that thev need not work hard orlearn
cssennal information and skills; itallows
sehools to ignore the needs of failing stu-
dents: and it detracts from the value of 2
high-school diploma. With standards.
schools have a basis to measure shident
achievement, an objective measure
against which students can be assessed
10 determine whether they need greater
assistance before moving on o the next
grade, Standards also pravide the basis
for the publ ic 10 assess the effecnveness

“of schools in preparing students 10 meet explicit goals.

Low-income students who do not perform well in school
appear to sutfer the most from the absence of standards, Stu-
dents in poverty-siricken schools oﬁcn recetve good grades
despite poor skills and little undzrstaudmg of basic facts. A
1993 Department of Education atudy conciuded that students
in poverty-stricken schools who receive mostly A's in Eng-
lish read only as well as “C” and “D™ students in-affluent
schools. Simifarly, sudents receivirig mostly A’ in mathe-
matics in poverty-stricken schools perform in rath about the
same as “D” students in affiuent schools. ‘

Without standards, there 1s no benchmark against which
student performance is measured. allowing stwdents and
teachers in one classroom to settle for performance that would
not be acceptable in another school or classroom.

Grade inflation in poverty-stricken schools not only
hurts students. but it incurs realieconomic costs. For
instance. in recent years one result Has been an increase in
the percentage of studeqts who thfy for college bur who
require remedial course work once énrolled. In Maryland.
an estimated $17 million was spent | iast year in public col-
leges and universities to help students gain skills they
should have leacned in high school. This money would be
better spent helping all students to meet higher standards
beforc they graduated from high school Students not only
would be prepared tor posmeaondarv education. but for the
responsibilities nf a career and civic life. Morcover. employ-
ers. ¢o lc.ze-admmnons officers, the public and students

"26 - insight
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. and strategies must be develtoped for students who fail 1o meet

Refusuw to huld
students : 1ccount-
able for learning
‘sends the message
that they need not
‘work hard or learn
essential informa-
tion and skills.

- dards that exceeded the [llinois state goals.

L R T e

would undersmnd and apprcs:late thc value of a high-school
diploma. ;!

Acedemxc standards also will lead to other nccessary edu-
cational reforms that, taken together, will significantly raise stu-
dent achievement. Highly qualified tcachers must be recruit-
©d, educated in the subjects they wach and rrained to know the
most effective instructional swategies. Teachers need 1o be eval-
uated, and those who are unqualified must be let go. Resources
must be regllocated to focus on classroom instruction and stu-
dent tearning. Tests must be created o assess student learning

the academic goals. Finally, schools and districts must engage
parents md commumzy members to ensure support for reforms
and public responsibility for the educa-
tion of all students. In order for these
reforms to be effective, they must be
centered on a camrnon see of goals and
conrdinated to work in unison, By defin-
ing what we expect of students, stan-
dards serve as a road map to guide these
reforms.

But who should develop the standards
and how should they be chosen? Stake-
holders include business lvaders, educa-
tors. parents, citizens and students them-
selves — all have a strong intcrest in
determining what studems should know
and be able 10 do. And meaningful, effec-
tive standards must represent 4 CONSensus
of all these groups Government, as the manifestation of our
dernocratic process, can lead stakeholders io begin this process.
State government, ini particular. is uniquely siruated to bridge

local and natignal interests in the development of meaningful
standards. School districty can and do use the state standards
as a starting pomt for their own more localized more rigor-
ous. requirements. That’s what happened in Chicago three years
ago: Educators and community representatives defined stan-

State governments also have a great deal of legal authon—
ty to ensure educational quality. The Constitution grants the,
states the authority to provide free education to all children.
The Supreme Court has upheld this authority, acknowledging
states’ fundamenta] inteests in ensuring that children are
educated to be productive individuals and responsible citizens.

The court has asserted thar “education is perhaps the most
important function of state 'and local governments (as] it is
the very foundation of gond citizenship” (Brown v. Board of
Education), In'other decisions. the court has held that “pro- -
viding pubhc' sghool: ranks at the very apex of the function
of a state™ ( W:sccm: in v. Yodery, and that one objective of edu-
cation is “the mwleauoa of fundamental valucs necessary to
the maimtenance of a democratic svstem™ (Bethe! School Dis-
trict No 403 v Fraser). The sening of academic standgrds.
we have argued. helps states to meet their responsibility,

There is some early evidence to suggest that rigorous stan.
dards aligned with meaningtul assessments can raise the
quality of the education systen. Cornell University Profes-

February 17, 1997
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i sor John Bishop examinéd states. nations and provinces that

required students to pass exams tied to their curriculum at the
end of high school. He discovered that such systems had high-
er standards for beginning teachers, paid higher teacher
salaries. targeted more resources on core instructional func-
tions, had students who scored higher in mathematics and
geography and emploved more teachers with & major in the
subject that they teach. |
Academic standards. howcvcr arc not the silver bullet for

improving public education. The setting of academic stan-
dards does not mean that all or even most students sudden-

O LRI TRIP VAL

other pejorative if they a2dmit publicly what everyone willing
1o Jook at the facts recogmzes privately.

The naiveté that charactérizes the standards movement is evi-
dent from the track record’of its major proponents, Inasmuch
as they do not view the public-school monopoly as a major prob-
lemn, they are under some pressure 1o identify the obstacles to
raising the levels of cducauonal achievement. “High stan-
dards™ mcets this need, The teachers’ unjons are always happy
with an educational dxagnos:s that ignores their responsibility
for the state of U.S. education, The practical impossibility of

- adopting and implementing high standards for everyone will

keep the teachers” unions off the hook for several years to come.

What will happen is moroughly predictable. Stam that adopt
high-school standards and try 10 impose
high stakes for failure ro fblﬁli e will
encouster 4 firewal] of cnncxsm The

argument will be made — and already is reduce the duration of formal education;
being made — that it fs unfau' to expect dards ‘H’e 10“ €r teacher unions” opposition probably will
all students to fulfill high standards unless t{)d ay 1h an ln th? be sufficient to block that highly desirable
there is equality of learmnz opportunity. option, On the other hand. if substantial
To achieve equality of learning opportu- aSt b(’,C&“SC Of numbers of students enroll in colleges at

nity, we must allocate huge/expenditures
for remediation. By the time this argument

Educational stan-

efforts to ﬂ)plv the

Jes. A great deal of work and new technologies went into
reducmg the pollutants that came from automobiles and fac-
tories. The work and reehnologies, however, were guided and

coordinated by the au’—qua.htv standards. Snmxiar v. content |

standards are a necessary $laning point toward mc'zmngful

education reform and increased student achicvement, ]

Scon Jofts, a policy analyst at the Counctl for Basic Educas e

tion, contributed to this essay.

L !I M: RMAN: continiared fivm puage 25

cost to equalize the opportunities. if it takes onc teacher per
child, so be it. But will the average citizen sign on 10 astro-
nomical new expenditures in public educarion to get this out-
come? Would many parents and taxpayers prefer the alterna-

_ tive of home schooling or school vouchers to obtain Lhe same

result outside the public-school system?

In my opinion, the standards movement is afraid to raise |

these questions, because it fears. and rightly so, that the answer
to them will undennine its egalitarian assumprions. Educational
standards are lower today than in the past preciscly because of
futile efforts to apply the high standurds for college admission
10, Iaxger and larger schoo! populations,

Tme academic acceleration is desirable. But the foasibili-
tyof hnghcr standards leading 10 acceler-
ation is only one dimension of a complex
problem. Iris very unlikely that states will

ages 14and 15 instead of 17 and 18. one
has 10 wonder about the ability of the col-

is played out, another 5 or 10 years will h] h g(dn ards 10 leges 1o manage such a diverse age group
go by — plenty of time tv ciome up with o in the same academnic environment,
another excuse 1o maintin the public- laf “CT dnd ldr ger The standards movement offers what

school moenapoly. .
Actually. if the supponem Jof high stan-
dards for all students really bchcved mihe’

- possibility, they should be promoting a show-case cxample 1o

support their position. They should identify a state or a few dis-
tricts large enough to test the hypothesis that al children, except
for a small minority, can achieve at world-class levels. Insread
of dribbling away a few dollars in thousands of school districts.
let us find out how much it Would cost to enable all children to
meet high standards. Does 1t cost $1,000 more per pupil?
$5,0007 $25,0007 Whatever the cost, let’s get on with the exper-
iment. Perhaps the foundations that are trying to convince us that
all children can learn at world-class levels will be willing to invest
the millions required to test their rhetoric.

Surely. if significant differences in student achievement are
due to unequal oppdmrm'ties 0 Jearn, let's find out what it would

February 17, 1997

<’.

o
s

school populatmns.

essentially is a statist approach 1o the issue
of acceleration. Its proponents argue that

o - students should not be allowed 10 go to
work until they have completed a lengthy period of formal edu-
cation with a piece of paper at the end of the process — a high-
school diploma or “certificate of mastery.”

Bur why protect the education monopoly this way? If edu-
cation had to competc against the work option, the competition
would force the schools 1o demonstrate and continue to demon-
strate that more formal education was preferable to getting a
job — not the case for millions of students. In all the rhetoric
about standards, we should not overlook the fact that most of
what we know and use on the job does not come from formal
cducation. Furthermore, we could do a great deal 1o equalize
liferime incornes it young people not interested in extended for-
mal education could go to work sooncr. A *

insight « 27

ly‘are going to meet them. The adoption of air-quality stan-’
dards did not suddenly improve the quality of air in Los Ange- .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 7, 1997
ME THE MARYLAND ED
DATE: February 10, 1997
TIME: 10:40 am - 10:50 am

LOCATION: Maryland State House
CONTACT: Michael Cohen

PURPOSE:

~ To meet the heads of the key education groups in Maryland.

BACKGROUND:

" Prior to your speech, you will briefly meet approximately 20 leaders in the Maryland
education community. This group is inclined to be very active in supporting your call for
new national standards given the progress Maryland has made in this area. This is an
opportunity to encourage these educational groups to endorse your initiative.

PARTICIPANTS:
. The President

Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools

Christopher Cross, President, State Board of Education
.-(*Formerly an Assistant Secretary of Education in the Bush Administration, who
worked on standards initiatives. He is supportive of your standards proposal. )

Robert Kirkley, President, Maryland Association of Boards of Education

Dr. Paul Scott, President, Maryland Association of Elementary School Principals

Sherri-Le Bream, President, Maryland Association of Secondary School Principals

Deborah Montgomery, President, Maryland Middle School Association

Kenneth Lawson, Associate Superintendent, Anne Arundel County Public Schools

Student: Jeremy Hsieh (prnnc.: sha), 8th grade student, Severna Park Middle School
Teacher: Mary Beth White, 8th grade Math teacher, Severna Park Middle School

Carmella Veit, President, MD Congress of Parents and Teachers -

Bill Middleton, Vice President, Public School Superintendent’s Association of MD

Karl Pence, President, Maryland State Teachers Association ,

Marcia Brown, President, Baltimore Teachers Union

David Williams, Nat’l Foreign Language Teacher of the Year, Dumbarton Middle School -

Ms. Alex Pruner, President, Maryland Association of Student Councils.

Ron Pfeiffer, Assistant Maryland State Superindent for School and Community Outreach

Edward F. Mitchell, Inmediate Past President, Maryland Chamber of Commerce

Susan Traiman, Director of the Education Initiative, National Business Roundtable
(*Formerly the Assoc. Director and then Director of Education at the NGA).

Buzz Bartlett, Director of Corporate Affairs Lockheed Martin



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:
- The President shakes hands and briefly meets each individual.

PRESS PLAN:
Closed Press. White House Photo.

REMARKS
None required.



R ION EFFORT

Standards: As a result of state education reform initiatives over the last five years, Maryland has
become known for having high standards. Education Week’s report card gave Maryland in
Standards and Assessments a 100% rating. Part of the state’s education reform efforts included
developing a test called the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP), which
measures how well students are meeting these standards by testing their reading, writing,
language, math, science, and social studies skills. The Administration’s proposal for national
voluntary tests in reading and math is very compatible with the MSPAP

Charter Schools: There are no serious charter schools bills pending in the legislature, although
there are advocates for charter schools legislation in the legislature and on the State Board of
Education. Chris Cross, the President of the Maryland State Board of Education and several other
Board members have been attempting to promote charter schools legislation for the past year.
However, this proposal ran into opposition from the Public School Superintendent’s Association
of Maryland and the Maryland Association of Boards of Education. A Task Force appointed by
‘the State Board of Education concluded that local school boards already had sufficient authority
to establish charter schools -- and several have been established in Baltimore City. Consequently,
there are no current proposals in the legislature to authorize charter schools, though most
advocates of charter schools believe legislation is needed in order to see any widespread
‘development of new charter schools.

' Hope Scholarship: Governor Glehdening introduced legislation to create the Maryfand Hope
Scholarship which will provide tuition, mandatory fees, and a book allowance to students who
graduate from a Maryland high school with a “B” average and whose fa:mly income is below
$60,000.
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to: Mike Cohen !
fax#  (202) 456-7028
re: Maryland’s education reform

. date: February 6, 1997
pages: 15, including ‘i'his cover sheet.

" Here is information promised on schod! reform in Maryland:
1. How Maryland Measures Up - & synopsis of how the state’s education i m1t1at1ves align
with President Clinton’s education goals and State of the Union address
2. School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains -- news release on the 1996 school
. report card
~ 3. MSDE Bulletin - highlights of the report card
4. Rising Expectations for Maryland Students - the High School Assessment Program
under development
$. State Board rewews options for High School Assessment - Ian 28 news release

6. Maryland Partnershxp for Teaching andALea.rmng K-16

Please let me know if yoiz need additional information.

~From the desk of..

Ron Paiffe

Scheol & Community Outreach Offie
Maryland Stats Depariment of Educatio
200 W. Baltimore S

Baltimors, MD 21201

(410) 767-0472
Fax: {410) 393-2274

MW\M\ Maain .




How MARYLAND MEASURES UP:

A synopsis of how Marpland’s education initiatives align with President Clinton s Education Goals in the State of the Union Address

1. Every state should adopt
" high national standards.

will lead an effort over the
next two years to develop
national tests of student
achievement in reading and
math.

“| » * The Federal Govemment

% Maryland School Performance Program (MSPP)

For the past five years, through our school reform mitiative, the Maryland School Performance Program (MSPP), Maryland has
alseady had high standards, as attested to by the A (100%) Education Week's report card gave Maryland in Standards and
Assessmenis. We have already deveioped a test to measure how well students are meeting thosc standards — “the Maryland
School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP). MSPAP measures how well schools are teaching students the reading,
writing, language usage, mathematics, science, and social studies skills they need for future careers.

Maryland holds schools accountable to these standards through a variety of measures, including our ammal Maryland School’
Performance Report, a “report card” on our state’s schools.

In addition, the suggestion of national voluntary lests in reading and malhemaﬁcs is a good match with Maryland’s MSPAP,
which very closely relates to the current National Assessment of Educational Progress both in terms of rigor and content.

% Maryland’s Proposed High School Assessments

_| With the assistance of the College Board and the Pew. Charitable Trust, Mmyl:md s proposed High School Assessments would..
| extend the MSPP through high school. The sertes of 10 end-of-course tests, including threc exams in English, two in malhematlcs

two in science, and three in social studies, will gauge both school pctfunnance and individual student performance. They will be

‘graduation requirements beginning with the class of 2004.

% K-16 Partnership

With support from the Pew Charitable Trust, MSDE, the Maryland Higher Education Commission, and the Chancellor of the
University of Maryland System arc collaborating in developing the K-16 parinership. The purpose of this partnership is the
development of a seamless system of education between public schools and institutions of higher education that will allow
Maryland students to move easily and directly form high school into the State’s colleges and universsitics. The parmershlp is

working (o align content and performance standards of high schools and higher education.

@ Maryland State Department of Education: How Mayland Measuges Up — Page 1.
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. To have the best schools,

we must have the best
teachers.

' Federal budget will enable
-100,000 teachers to seek

cextification through the

National Board for..................|.

< Proposed Legislation

Currenily, MSDE is supporting a bill (SB 460) which would constitute a focused strategy for improving the quality of leachmg mn
Maryland schools by establishing a thsee-year pilot program to provide state and local support for 48 teachers to pursue National
Board Certification every year. The state and local system will pay the certification fees for these teachers. The bill also provides

for a statewide staff development plan to utilize the skills and knowledge of these teachers.

9 Professional Development Schools

In.addition, teacher. preparation and professional development are being aligned with our.school reform efforts and ourmew. .- |

Professional Tem:}ung assessments through 14 pilot professional development schools, involving pamlershlps between local school systems and higher
Standards. cducation institutions.
. % Business Partnerships
" In cooperation with the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT), MSDE developed reoonnnendahons to revamp
teacher professional development.
' € Teacher Licensure ' :
No one 1s allowed to teach in a Maryland classroom unless they have a Maryland teaching license, or are ehgible l‘or ang.
. We must de more to help ¥ Maryland School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP)
all our childrenread. | In Maryland, third graders must have achieved the ability to read independently, and are tested on that ahlhty through the lhud-
- -+ -|- grade administration of the MSPAP, which focuses on both basic and higher order skills. -
The America Reads
initiative will use % Even Start
AmeriCorps voluntcers and | The Even Start Family Literacy Program focuses on the family and provides participants with a program of early childhood
college students to make. education, adult fiteracy, basic skill instructéon, and parcnt education. The program currently serves approximately 160 children
- sure every child can read ages 0-3 and approximately 170 children ages 4-7. ,
_ independently by third grade. '
: % Parent and Family Involvement Network
A challenge to parents to MSDE has developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes parents, teachers PTA presidents and cther local
. read with their children every | liaisons to share best practices for parent involvement. We participate in Partnership 2000, Jinking schools and conununities
night. together to increase student achievement and our Special Education Parent Trammg Centers provide parenting skills training and

help parents meet the special needs of their children in school.

@ Additional Assistance is Always Welcome
' Additional AmeriCorps volunieers to help some of our high-risk childrea would still be of great benefit.

@ Maryland State Department ol‘Bducaliun: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 2
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4, Learning begins in the first
days of life.

o The budget will expand

Head Start to one million

children by 2002.

{.=...The President and First Lady...
will hold a conference on
carly lcaming and the brain

this spring.
s Vice-President Gore and
Mrs. Gore will hold an
. annual family conference in
June to make sure parents
are am active part of their
children’s lcaming.

 services possible for all young leamers and thc:r families and to hmghlcn pubhc awareness aboul the programs that are available

.% Head Start.Collaboration Network .. ...
- | As part of EIPS, MSDE 1s working with the Govermr s Ofﬁce to develop oollaboranve maodeis bctween pubhc schools and the

| % Mandatory Kindergarten

4 Early Intervention and Prevention Sevvices (EIPS)

The Early Intervention and Prevention Services Initiative (EIPS) assists local school systems in improving early learning
programs serving all children ages 3 to 9. It directly addresses the first Nattonal Education Goal: ensuring that afl children start
schoof ready to leamn. The program’s goal is to help schools and communities provide the most comprehensive and appropriate

to help.

s ima et Wt 3 IS i e AT N SR Bk R 0 AT e S T

Head Start program. MSDE provides technical assistance to schools looking to develop these models and serves on the Head Start
Collaboration Network Advisory Council.

< Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP)

The Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP) serves over 8,000 four-year-old chlldren w:lh leaming oppummltles,
fealth, and other support services.

Since 1992, Kindergarien has been mandatory in Maryland and, statewide.

4> Early Children Spwal Education Programs ' A
Early Children Special Education Programs, cooperative efforts of MSDE local school systcms, and child care pmwdars, ensure
special education and services to children with disabilitics. The programs help to prepare children for pre-school, coordinate
services between Head Start and local schools, address their daily needs, and place them in the least restrictive school
environment. v ‘

nan soamans wmn pomie fans

5. Every state should give
parents the power to
choose the right public
school for their children.

¢ The Budget will have

additronal furding for
charter schools.

‘% Charter Schools
“basic ways to Baltimore Cnty Public Schools and the State. Indavidual school systems also create their own pohcxw concerning

“The State Board of Education’s Task Farce on Chartcr Schoots has determined that we have the authority i in Maryland 0

Maryland’s 24 tocal school systems are frec to establish Charter schools, as evidenced by Baltimore City’s plan to privatize 9
schools, under an agrecment that would make the schools privately managed, but publicly funded and still accoumtable i certain

schoal choice.

¥
)
4
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establish Charter schools.

@ Maryland State Department of Educatien: How Marylaod Measures Up — Page 3
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. Character Education must
be taught in scheols. And
we must continue to
promete order and
discipline.. . .

No new Budget items.

T e P L e R L B

there are five county-wide pilot programs —Prince George’s, Baltimore, Calvert and Frederick counties and Baltimore City. In

- ¥ Service Learning

% Statewide Character Education Initiative ‘
Maryland hes instituted a statewide character education initiative, directed by the State Character Education Office. Currently,

these countigs, each school has developed a character education program to {it its umque needs. In general, the program focuses
on the core ethical values which form the basis of a democratic society — respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, caring, justice
and fairness, and civic virtue and citizenship. This program is funded by a grant from the U S. Dcpamnent of Education’s Fund
for the Improvement of Education: Partnerships in Character Education. '

2= R T R T R P Lt L T

‘3- School Order nnd Dnscnplme Leglslahon

In addstion, the Govemor’s bill “School Order and Discipline” went into clTect October 1. It contains tough measures to deal morc

aggressively with students who frequently disrupt the leaming of other students, as well as funding for local efforts to sofve their
violence and disruption problems. Anong other things, the law gives principals the authority to suspend students for up 1o 10

days, requires restitution from students who damage property whilc violating the law, protects school staff from legal action when |

they try to prevent violence, and requires state guidelines for a code of discipline.

Currently, Maryland is the only state in the country that requires students to complete 75 hours of student service as a requirement

for high school graduation. Each of Maryland’s 24 local school systems has developed its own service leammg program, designed .,

to help students understand many of the social issues they learn about in school - In addition, service-leaming helps students sce
their roles as citizens, and as active participants in the solutions to some of our most critical problems as a nation. - - :

7. We cannot expect our

children to raise '
themselves up in schools
that are literally falling
down.

Inctudes $5 billion in interest |-

- subsidies to help
communities finace $20

biltion in scheol construction |-

over the next 4 years.

state and local level.

% Schoeel Construction Funding
Currently, for FY 98 we have requests for over $310 million in school construction ﬁmdmg Govemor Glendening has requesled
$138.4 million in his budget. This federal funding would allow us to expand and extend sehool constriction money at both the

\

@ Marytand State Department of Education: How Maryland Messures Up — Page 4
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We must make the 13th | % Proposed Scholarship Program ‘

- and 14th years of Governor Glendening has proposed a Maryland HOPE scholarship (SB 23 1/HB 493), which would pay the full tuition at a
education . . . universal ... | Maryland community college or university for students in families with incomes less than $60,000 who have a B average in high
we must open the doors of | school and maintain that average in onllcge
college to all Americans.

America’s HOPE '

. scholarship —2 year $1,500. | . _ .= .. ... . ‘ v wm e e e - -
tax credit for callege tuition,
which is enough to pay for
community college.

. We must expand the % Community College Career and Technelogy Programs ,
frontiers of learning across | Maryland has a variety of Career and Technology Programs in cur Commuaity Colleges, some of which prepare students for
a lifetime. vnmediate employment, and others which pave the way for transfer to a four year college. While high school students can earn

‘ college credit for these programs while still in high school a skill prant would definitely benefit those adults who wxsh o return (o
Gl bill for America’s -school.
workers to transfonm many
federal training programs 4 School to Careers
into a simple skill grant Career Connections is Maryland’s comprehmsive school-to-careers system, supporting school reform, workforce preparation, and
directly to workers: ' - economic development. Thie goal of the program is to ensure that all high school graduates are prepared to enfer a career and/or

& Adlllt Education

 These programs support workforce skills development and family and parenting skills development and support helping these

high school completion are housed at homeless sheiters throughout the state.

lnghct education. The program is ﬁmded by a federal grant of $25.2 million over five years.

In addition, Maryland is serving approxnmate}y 42,000 adults with adult basic education and high school credentialing programs.

adulis eamn a high school diploma. Approximately 6,100 adults annually earn their diploma through the GED, and approximately
400 cam their diploma through the Adult External Diploma Program. In addition, adult education classes in Jiteracy skills and

@ Maryland State Departinent of Education: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 5
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10. We must bring the power
of the information age into
all our schools.

= A challenge to America to
connect every classroom for
Intemet access.

NN PR I PRI

% Educational Modernizatien Initiative

Maryland acceptod this challenge, and through NetWeckend wired apprommately 600 schools for Internet access. The
Educational Modernization Initiative Technology in Schools is designed to increase the techaology capabilities of Maryland
schools, and an additional 149 schools are scheduled 10 be added in the FY 98 budget. In FY 97, $4.5 million was spent on 90 -
project schools. The mstiative provides schools with a complete building wiring system, as well as hardware, software, and funds
for staff trammg Maryland also receives federal Runds 1o support school technology through the Technology Ltteracy Challenge

Fumd
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@ Busmas Partnerslnps
MSDE and the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT) have developed 7he Mmyland Plan for Techno!ogy in
' Education, a detailed plan for education technology m Maryland’s schools. Norman R. Augustine, President and CEO of the

Lockheed Martin Corporation, was the first president of the MBRT and is a strong supporter of Maryland’s school reform.

JERTUE IR IS SN

@ Maryland State Depaciment of Education: How Maryland Measures Up — Page 6
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Maryland State Department of | Neniy S Ghemic
State Superiraender: qf&duck‘

“*"* EDUCATION  stlfnSecn
NEWS RELEASE ===

EMBARGOED for Release For more information: Renald Peiffer (410) 767-0473
Oecember 12, (996 < 10 a.m. : ' ,

..School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains
“Sdhool Reform Is Working,” Says .S'ate J'upenntendent Grasmick

BALTIMORE, MD (December 12, 1996) ~ “School reform is wcrlung to drive
Maryiand schools toward higher levels of performance,” State School Superintendent Nancy S.
Grasrmck declared toddy in releasing the 1996 report card on schools.

“More students are graduating, more students are attending school. every day, and more
students are learning at higher levels,” Dr. Grasmick said.

On the most chaIlengmg measure of student learning -~ the Maryland School Performance
Assessment Program (MSPAP), the report shows that local school systems have improved in 15
out of 18 content areas, with 19 of 24 school systems posung mgher achievernent on the tests this
year than last year. ; '

The report also indicates steady improvements over the past six years in dropout and
artendance rates, as schools seek to reach the high accountability standards set by the state in
these areas. The state’s dropout rate declined by nea.rly 2 percentage points since 1990, down to
4.58 percent. The State Department of Education estimates that, had students contimued to
dropout at the 1990 rate of 6.5 percent annually, there would be 3, 600 fewer high school seniors

in Maryland high schoo § today.
“The gmduanng class of 1997 will produce 3,600 more young people prepared for further

schoohng or the workforce,” Dr. Grasmick said. Similarly, the Supenm:mdent said,
improvements in artendance rates mean that “7,700 more students are in scho d leaming every

day. Good attendance sets the stage for good instructon.”

The State Schcol Superinterident released the seventh annual school report card at a news
conference in Balumore Governor Parris N. Glendening and legislative, education, and busmess ,
leaders from across the state filled the state board room to receive the progress report on the '
state’s 1,260 schools. | : .

Governor Giendenmg said, “In ts quest for berter schools, Maryland is among the nadon’s
leaders. On behalf of all Marylanders, I commend the hard work of our teachers and school

compmunities in connnmng our progress toward excellence. We have made education my
Administration’s top pnomy, providing the resources to ‘enable our students to succeed today and

in the furure.”
MORE...
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In releasing 1 the school report cani the Supermendent said MSPA.P tests are prompting.
. instructional i improvements system by system, school by schoal. and smdent by smdem For
example: ; ;
> Frem 1993 to 1996, the percentage sf students performing at the sansf‘ac:oxy level in
one or more MSPAP areas has increased an average of 10 points to 66 percent in grade
3, 729ercentmgrade5 and?Opercentmg'ades :

» The percentage of schools meeting or approachmg at Ieasr one MSPAP mndard hag
increased significamly since 1993 ~ to 46.5 percent of schools in grade 3, 10 56.25
"percen:mgmdes and to 61.9 percent in grade 8.

> The aumber of school systems with at least 40 percent of students seoring ar
satisfactory on the MSPAP tests increased from four in 1993 to 16 in 1996, School

systems m%king consistent gains include Allegany, Anne Asundel, Caroline, and 'Carroil. ,

» The state as a whole registered improvernents in 21 of 30 State measures of school
perfomnce and student learning. a

Dr. Graszmck said these gains reflect a strong commitment 1o contimuous improvement in
instruction, staff develcpmang and other areas that rest?t in a berter education for students.
However, she stressed the need to maintain a strong focus — in all elementary and middle schoof
grades — on the basicskills and academic content areas as the foundation for the higher level of
student performance requxred by MSPAP. “School reform is more than preparing students 2 few
weeks before test tune,” the Superintendent added.

Dr. Grasmick md the report card on schools is also an important too!l for idendfying
school systems and msu-ucuonal areas where new efforts are needed. In the coming months, she
said, State educators, | local school systems, and school i improvement reams will give new attention
£0 writag instruction m middle schools and preparition in the primary grades for the third grade

. challenges of I\VfSI"‘AP2 New efforts are also nesded, she said, to identify successfill programs and
pracnces a2 way 1o xmprcve instructional areas where smdent perfomance is la.ggmg

Staze Board Presxdent Christopber T. Cross saxd the repon mdxca:es "there is much wcrk
for all of us~at the State level, in every school system, and in every school — to realize the full
potential of school reform.

“We need to be courageous, to be bold,” Dr. Grasmick sa.td “But most importantly, we
need to keep our focus; on children. The Maryland School Performance Program is not about
numbers. It is about chﬂdrsn, about their school experiences today and their lives in the 21st

century.”
REd
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Keepmg You alm'nt on Education R¢form in Maorland
Better Schools, Better .ftudentf

The 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works
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y almost any standard, the ; ; :
erformance X L
ng?ma?sl::i:nché lllndoof ; MSPAP GAINS AMONG STUDENTS
profound, across-the-board gaing it The Percentage of Students Meeting One orMore Standards
- was designed to make. 75% - ’ :
That's the gist of the new 1996 state 0% o - et
report card, released at a Dee. 12; 65% ; 68 66 v
celebration in Baltimore. Viewed 62 ?'
over four years since the 1993 base 60% — / 60
year, progress on the Maryland ¢ : %%
School Performance Assessment tests 550, /A '{//
has been especially striking: | « o 4 é
, oy L 93 94 95:96 93 94 95 96 93 94 95 96
B - Student by student. Since ° .
1993, the percentage of smdents - Grade3 . Grade5 Grade 8
who met one or more MSPAP
standards in grades 3, 5, and'8
has climbed an average of 10%. u  System by system. In 1993 four
T ' ; systems had 40% or more students
m  School by school. Since 1993 the at the satisfactory level on the
number of schools meetingar - MSPAP. This year, 16 of 24 had
approaching standards in oaé or . 40% to 60%.
more content areas hag doubled or N
tripled. , ¥ (Please see Raport Card on Page 2)

+

- MSPAP GAINS AMoNG ScHooLs ¢
"The Percentage of Schools Meeﬁng and Approaching One or More Sfandards

o .
35% - |z /// 0| |

93 94 95 96:i] 93 94 95 96 | 93 94 95 96

‘Grade3 | . Grade$ . Grade8
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Report Card commieq

The 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works |

“This year sTeportis a dramanc and
heartening affirmation of our belief that
school reform in Maryland is working,”
said State School Superintendent Nancy
S. Grasmick. “Our progress continues
1o be steady and, in some schools and
school systems, brearhtahng

At each level, this year’s report ca.rd
shows, the state’s educational system is
performing at a higher standard than in
years past. In 1996, 21 of 30 report
card performance areas areup.
- v In1993 only 4 <
_ school systems -
had 40% or 10
more of students g i
at satisfactory & :
level 3 b«
A £
v Tn 1996, 16 S ad
school systems .E ;
had 40 to 60% E 29
of students at z
satisfactory 0y
level :

MSPAP Gms AMONG SCHOOL Sysmms

Dr. Grasmick’s Message. We Must Do More

tate School Superintendent Nanaj

S. Grasmick knows that whﬂ% there
is much to celebrate in the 1996 report
card, more must be done to realize'the
full potential of school reform. Some
excerpts ﬁ'om ber message this year.
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“If vou look at the 1996 report card and
you listen to teachers and principals,
you conclude that the next steps in
school reform will require 2 universal
effort. Teachers and principals in
grades K through 12 will need to keep
working, keep checking thezr progress,
and keep improving.

“Have high expectations for every
student in every content area. . . .

[ would (also) challenge school
improvement teams to really dig into -
the data. . . . Just because you are doing
something new and different does not
mean you are doing the right thing.”

What do you think?

- The MSDE Bulletin welcomes
readers’ comments. Send them to the
editor at the address at left
LE )

The 1996 report card, released by Dr.
Grasmick and Governor Parris N.
Glendening, detailed significant
progress over 1995 results. Among the
gains were improvements ia 15 of 18
MSPARP areas and a continued
reduction of Maryland’s dropout rate.

School reform is also belping to reduce
absentecism. Attendance rates are up
in all areas, progress since 1990 that
translates to 7,700 students in school
today instead of being on the streets,

When more students are in school and
preparing for the future, Dr. Grasmick
said, everyone benefits,
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Maryland State Department of Education (
200 West Balumore Street 4 Baltimore, MD 21401 ¢ (410) 767-0600
~ Parris N. Glendening, Govemor % Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools

Ociober 1996

Raising Expectatzons for Maryland Students

< By 2004, Maryland graduates will be better prepared for work and
- postseconddry education

¢ New, tougher high school assessments wﬂl be tied to graduation

’z

~ Purpose and History

Maryland’s proposed high school assessments help extend the Maryland School Perforrnance Program through
high school. To succeed in the next century, today’s young people will be expected to know more and have higher-
level skills than any previous generanon, Schools will raise academic expectations, building a firm foundation from the -
basics and ensuring the higher level skills demanded by the modern workplace and higher education,

The Maryland School Perfonnance Assessments, or MSPAP, given in third, fifth, and eighth grade, are already
raising academic performance in Ma.ryland’s elementary schools. The high school assessments will extend these higher
expectations into grades 9-12. The tests will gauge both school performance and individual student performance,
providing valuable information for school improvement planning, ¢

Proposal

. The proposed high school assessment 1s 8 senes of 10 end-of-course tests in English, mathematics, science, social
studies, and skills for success. All: Maryla.nd high school students, starting with the class of 2004, will be required to

_pass them to graduate.

Students will take three end-of-course exams in Enghsh two in mathemancs two in science, and three in social
studies. Skills for success — leammg, thinking, communication, technology, and interpersonal skills — should be
. taught in every course and will be: essennal to performing well on all the tests. :
A test development firm will gwork with the Maryland State Department of Education and local school systems to
prepare blue-prints for an assessment that: : |
< €  is agraduation requirefnent for all students. i

3

‘& recogmzes different levels of achievement, 2
<%  combines multiple chonce short answer, performance, and essay questions:

Development ' :;

: Thehigh school assessment is being daveloped in collaboration wzﬁm teachers, business leaders, community
s members, nd professicnal education-related organizations from around Maryland. Both national and international
 standards mehemgnsedtohelp dﬂvdﬂpﬂﬁw

o mwmp}aya\mmlem developing the assessments, the Maryland' State Department of
‘Education gnd the State Board of Educstion have contacted every high school in the state 10 obtain teacher feedhack on
‘what students should be required 1o know and be able to do: The State Board of Education is exploring:the possibitity
ﬁmmﬁmmm afsuﬁmmdnmtpassﬂ)emassesm

L
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State Board reviews options
fOl‘;’ High School Assessment

BAL’I’IMORE 'MD (January 28, 1997) -- The Maryland State Board of Education today
began to consider fomj ipossible designs to use for Maryland’s planned High School Assessment,
‘as well as other options to incorporate into the challenging tests before they are administered to
students as part of hxgh schoel graduation reqmrements beginning with the Class of 2004.

The State Board is expected to take action on the designs next month, as well as a series
of questions that will determme the final shape and philosophy of the proposed High School
Assessments. The Board is scheduled to decide these questions at its February 25-26 meeting.

The High School Assessment exams first were proposed in July 1995 as a series of end-of-
course tests covering the core learning areas of English, mathematics, science, and social studies.

The assessment is an extension of the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program
in grades 3, 5, and 8 used to determine the performance levels of individual schools. The High
School Assessment, hoivever, would likely focus on individual student performance as well as
provide valuable mformanon for school improvement planning, :

Unlike the Maryland Functional Tests, which measure minimum competency among high
school students in six gub;ect areas, the High School A;s;essmem would be designed to be more
rigorous and meaningﬁil to students and thus better prepare them for the variety of challenges

_ they will encounter in hfe and in their careeérs. As the H'xgh School Assessments come on line
* beginning with the Class of 2004, the Functional Tests are scheduled to be gradually phased out.

Since their i mcepuon, the assessment tests have been the focus of a 35-member task force
and the subject of dozens of public meetings across the state held to gather feedback from '
parents, teachers, stud:nts, and others involved in develc:pmg the tests. The results of those
meetings were also reported today to the State Board.

More than 1,80:0 people attended more than 40 meetings to discuss the High School
Assessments. Among tlfxe issues raised by the public, educators, and others included the

i

b - More —
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High School Assasments
Page 2 ¢

importance of high aéadenﬁc étands.rds, how the assessment would be used, how the tests would
be administered, and alternatives to the tests for students who do not successfully complete them.

“The complexiity and volume of decisions thdt must be made on these questions and others .

about the High School Assessment demand that we proceed with caution and common sense,”
said Dr. Nancy S. Grasnuck, State Superintendent of Schools. “The intent of the Board and of the
Department is to create assessments that are fair, challenging, and meanmgful for every high

school student in Marylan "
"Among the questions the Board was requested to consider and resolve next month are

| issues such as whether passing the exams would be a prerequisite for graduation, the number of

tests to be developed,’ ‘and whether it would be acceptable to have three annual test

administrations with ma.ke-up sessions for each tests for those students who do not pass on the

first attempt. { -
“These are among the most important and far-reachmg dehberatxons and decisions this

Board will likely ever make » said Christopher T. Cross, President of the Maryland State Board of
Education. “There will be a lot of thought and reflection that will go into these decisions so that
we may be assured ofa plan thar will tmly challenge all our students and help each of them to

reach their full potentxal ”

The test opuons were designed w:th assistanice from the College Board / Educational
Testing Service of Pnnceton, NJ,a group noted for i its administration of the widely-used
Scholastic Achxevemeht Tests. The CB/ETS report on desxgn options for the High School
Assessment outlined four proposed test designs for the Board’s consideration:

u Portfolio Plus_, A year-long portfolio of studentf work would be scored by a classroom

teacher and combined with a 2-3 hour assessment scored centrally.

" Preparation f’lus This assessment would draw upon common learning experiences in a
. 2-3 hour standard:.zed assessment involving “real-world™ applications.
L I Combmatmn Students would be asked during a 2-3 hour assessment to use documents
laboratory results, or other tools to answer a series of constructed-response questions.
B Limited Combmatmn This assessment type would use challengmg machine-scorable

questions and answers in a 2-3 hour test. _

Should the Board choose a design option and complete its series of decisions in February,
the State Department of Education is scheduled to begm accepting proposals from bidders for test
development in April.’ ’At the same time, MSDE will be@n working more intently with local
school systems to determme what they need, such as tra.mmg, instructional adjustments, etc., in
order to prepare for the ngh School Assessments. :
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MARYLAND@PARTNERSHIP FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING K-16

Maryland State Depanment of Education & Maryland Higher Education Commission &5 University of Maryland Systcms
Nancy Grasmick, Superlmenden: ‘Patricin Florestana, Secretary Donald Langenberg, Chancellor

200 West Baltimore Street § : Phone: 410-767-0368
Baltimore, MD 21201-3595 L FAX:  410-333-3867

MARYLAND K-16 PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT
t\ g

The K-16 Partership is a: bold departure from traditiona} educatlon reform, heraldmg a new and
substantive collaboration 3 among leaders in the business commumty, K-16 education, and local and state
government. This unprecedenited alliance is critical to the creation of a new community of leamning that
strives for all of its members to achieve the highest levels of excellénce throughout all levels of
education and in the workplace. Building on the reforms inaugurated by the Maryland State Department
of Education and the Maryland Higher Education Commission, this new Partmership derives its strength
from the diversity of its members, who bring to the Parmershxp their unique perspectlves expertise,

_ resources, and needs. g

Schools must have the high standards needed for our students to develop and adapt to an increasingly
technological world, preparing all students for work and life-long learning. Higher education must take
senously its obhganon to educate new teachers who have the knowledge, skill, and confidence to teach
in tomorrow’s classrooms, and together in partnership with local school systems engage in the
continuous proféssional development of teachers. General eduication experiences in higher education
institutions must prepare our future leaders by instilling an understanding of technology, an appreciation
of the arts and humamtles, and a profound respect for diversity. Academic majors must link
requirements with career expectatmns Businesses must be engaged in the development of standards and
curriculumn throughout K- 16 education that give students the knowledge and capability they will need to
adapt to a workplace that i xs changing at an extraordinary rate, and provide meaningful jobs that enable
students 1o use these skills. Businesses must instill and affirm an ethic of life-long leamning in their
workforce and actively support their employees in their educational goals. State and local government
officials must thoughtfully allocate resources to ensure that they are used in the most effective way
possible to achieve these goals, and remove policy and legal barriers to the collaborations necessary to
attain them, Further, all must bear responsibility for ensurmg ‘that our students are prepared to dccept
their responsibilities as cmzens—-as active participants in the social, cultural and political life of our
State, nation, and world. i ;
The success of the Partnershlp also depends on’ necessary change, significant unprovement and constant
assessment. Standards at every level must retain rigor and relevance.” Assessments must be developed to
o prcwde meaningful evaluatlons of student performance and to evaluate how well students are supported
in their efforts to meet these standards. The Partnership will address and develop strategies for
strengthening K-16 standards, competencies, and assessments, the professmnal development of teachers,
and community engagement in the K-16 initiative.

Acting individually, thcsc partners could not achieve any of these goals. Each is an essential and equally
important contributor to the Partnership. Further, nothmg can be donc without the active support and
engagement of the community at large and parents in particular. The most critical task of the Parmership
is to foster opportunitics for members to establish comprehensive and substantive collaborations that
enable all stakeholders to engage in the far-reaching changes needed in our education system. The
Partnership will enable thé State of Maryland to create an educational system that gives its citizens the
skills they will need to lead productlve and fulﬁllmg lives. !

i
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ackzevement standards

» Tdsﬁng:h-eside%ztafnwn's
call for national standards
would give Marplard students
another loper of tes&UwB
don’t need.

! OB SOMERBY.
Baltimore comedian. is
one ofthe feW people on
theplanet whomakesa
living tellingjokes.

But Somerbyis
degdly serious ebout
education Hetaughtfifth adein

Baltimore for adozen yearsand

knows serpething about the

multiple problems facing city
sechools. One of them isnot alack
of standards Somerby believes,

President Clinton’s call for

=national” standardsis ajoke, ke

says. And Somerby Imows fom

Jokes,

. Healsomakesa gocdpomt.

‘There s no shortage of education

standards in Maryland, orin
Baltimore. Noris therea shortage
of tests to measure how far
studenta arc from rieeting the
standards, In embracing the
pregident’s call for riational
fourtn- and eightr-grade testsin
reading and mathematics,
Maryland edueation officials have
someniteed the sehaols to still
another layer of testing on top of
the th:ck sadiment akeacl? in

InBalﬁmore. thls wil make
another majortast &= the
Maryland School Perforance
Assessment Program exams
roquired by the state, the
Bajtimore Quarterly Aszessment
(a MSPAP-like testlaunchaed last
il without congultation with
teachers) and nowthenew
national tests. §

wuscoxmtthrccmehiswa
bad igea:

w The majority or states have
stannanis for student
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O Tr NSy

*

yeargego: Tracy said, “Tean -
multiply 6by amothermuonber and
get o anywer thatissmaller than
8. Pat said, "No, you con’t. R
Muuzptyinqé' by anothernumber
always mekes the number6or
larger.~ Who iz correct? Givea
reason for yourarswer.

I fourfifths of Maryland
eighth-graders aren‘tableto
discernthat Trocyis corpect, is
the solutionto get the barstill
higher? Isn"t the solution to teach

yourgstersto rmuitplvata .

youngeragethan 13? 5

w Mathis probably the easiest -
-fieldin whichto sot staridards and
_ perna s the only voe in which it

g possibleto get
amern.ent on aset ofpational
goals, (Themathematiclans |
already have agreed on'common
standards.} NAEP has managed
10 avold controversy by making
state participation vohuntary

© Worpan” andwnrkby?irgkda =

. '
ot v,

ti_

doesn’t need to add

(which Chinton aay%histestsalsoﬁ* 8

. . sponséron his bixthdey Feb. 227

-with & convocation and awards 4}
Nstional Endowmentforthe Arts

- Chairworman Yane Alezander, »%

painter James Wyeth and Alonio:
Q. Decker Jr., retired Black & Y
Decker Corp. c}ﬁeiexecutlve .
officer. ot
St. Jobn'sis debatmgthe o
agaition of female writerstoits *¥
canon of Great Books. A 1958 -
gradusite writes inthe winter -
‘edition ofthe school'salways -7
informative newsletter that - 52
though ke is an admirer of Exnily |,
Dickinsen, /] simply canpot 2

imagnepmi:heronthesame-
level asJohn Donne® -

Amongtne avorttes for Great
Booksinclusion: Simone de
Beguvoir's "The Second Sex,” '
Mary Waollctonecraft's
“Vindicatiopn of the Rightsof ..
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achievernent, Ma:y!and’ 8 MSPAP

as Clintop satd Mondayin Y. willde) i by allowingseara U
Annapons.ishsldupasanwom ' comparisons only at the state
model IVstruethat the states' | level. There'shupe disageementj}
standards are dramatie ) . onstandardsinGelds otherthau'
different from oneanother. A - mathemadcs,asmchiswnans
national “veport card” fesuedn provedin trying to set history -
couple of weeks agobythetrade ' gtandardsa couple of yeart ago.
publication Education Week misde - Why waste the time and money?
that clear, butthat'stobe . . - . Thisisn't tosay that the federnl
expectcdmsnadvnlnwmm g vernment has no legitimate role’
educationisso deubersteur helping schpols. But whynot = -
decentralized. - . " assiststudentgmmeetingthe '

« We alreadyhave aNational ' stan thatarealreadyin %:
Assessment ol Educational ' place? There’snoveedfora, '
‘Progress—orlackofit. t'salmost  “national test tastingthe (1
30yearsold. it testsreading and standards,” as the civief LA
math and otherdisdplinesand | .stapdard-besrerputftin g
allows statesto compare . . < Annapolis on Mnnday w‘f
pepsvssthonmoner | o e colleder

orty-five ¥sp c.lhe K
;}:suiw; issued odlca]b; , &re mte 5 1 .b 01 dﬂ%ﬂﬁgﬂﬁ) ’

ways oY exaraple, bugg fmg .
Maine had the best score inthe ceicora eha
nationonthe 1684 NAXP . - wWashington Conegemchesteb
fourth-grade readingtest, yet 58 © - tovmand St, Johw's Collegein < -1
percant ofits buxtbgraders could  Annapolisvieforthetitleofthe - .
notread proficiently. ;> "oldest collegein Maryland. It'sa,,.

Here'sa sampleproblem from - debate over semantics, really, and
the NAEP eighth-grade mathtest, = only&foolwouldchoose sides, ', -
onwhnich 80 pereent of Maryland . What'shappeningat the state’s -
13-year-olds could not . oldest colleges? Washington s
demonstrate proficiencytwo © - celebrating its namgesake and
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Name | Title |Work Phone Home Phone
Dr.Nancy S. | State Superintendent | 410 767-0462 B rooll
Grasmick .~ | of Schools L

| Christopher Cross . | President, State | 202 3474171
|+ .. |Boardof Educat:on R
Robert Kirkley President, MD

| Association of
‘Boards of Educatnon

Dr. Paul F. Scott Presment MD
' - | Association of
Elementary School
‘ Principals
Sherri-Le Bream President, MD o

‘Assgciation of
| Secondary School,
Principal’sf ‘

Deborah

‘ REIBIE)
Montgomery

Kenneth Lawson
“Bringing Stucr nt
and Teachér
Specific
information
forthcoming

2 IBBIb)E), .

%

Carmella Vei PElbYE) - )

410 235-7290

'

Bill Middieton 410 5434233

Superintendent’s.
'Assoczatton of MD

| Karl Pengg Presxdent MD State 410 ' 283&3886
Teachers
A ’Association 7
Marcia Brown . : Pressdent Balttmogfe 410 358-6600 | Not Yet Available

- ,:Teachers Union'
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