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.facsimile 
T RAN S MIT T A .L,.-_________________________-:....._____-

.~ . 


to: Mike Cohen i 

fax #: (202) ~S6-70~8 
re: Mazyland's education reform 
date: February 6, 199.7 
pages: 15, including this cover sheet. 

Here is infonnation promised on schoo) reform in Maryland: 
1. How Maryland Measures Up·. a synopsis ofhow the state's education initi:atives align 

with President CUnton's education goals and State ofthe Union address 
2. School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains -- news release on the 1996 school, . 

report card 

. 3. MSDE Bulletip - highlights of the report card . 


4. lUsing Expectations for Maryland Students - the High School Assessment Program. . 
under development 

S. State Board r~views options for High School Assessment·.. Jan. 28 news release 

. 6. Maryland Partnership for Teaching ,andLeaming K·16 


Please let me know ifyou need additional information. 

... 



How MARYlAND MEASURES UP: .." 

ttl:A synopsis ofhow Maryland*s education initiatives align with Presidcllt Clinton's Education Goals in the State ofthe Union Address 
1"1 

CSJ 

I. 	Every slate should adopt 
high national standards. 

• 	 The Fem:rai GovellDllent 
win lead an effort over the 
next two years to deve10p 
nationallests ofstudent 
achievement in reading and 
math. 

.. Maryland School Performace Program (USPP) 

Por the past fIVe years. through our school reform initiative, the MaryJand School PerfolDllUlClC Program (MSPP), Maryland has 

already had high standards, as ~csted to by die. A.(l~.&) Educ.atiOft Week's report ~~ga~MaryJand, in~~ zm,d 

Asgessmeols~ We hM'already devcloped alest10IDeasure bow \~l SludCnts are meeting those.st1md1llds -theMaIyIand 

School Performance ASSlCSsment Program (MSPAP). MSPAP measures Ito\V well sclrools are tC2lCbing students the reading, 

writing. language usage, mathematics, science, and social studies skins Ihey Peed fur future careers.. 


Mayland hards schools accountable to these standards through a ~ ofmeasUres, ineJuding our annual Maryland School' 
Performaru;e Report, a ~rq'I(Irt carcf~on our stab:~S sthools. 

In addition. the suggestion ofnational voluntmy IesIs in reading and mathematic:s is a good match with Maryland's MSPAP, 
wliich 'Very closely relates 10 the current National Assessment ofEducational Progress both in terms ofrigor Brut-content. 

+Maryland's Proposed High School AuesSlDents 
Wi.th,lhe IIssistanceof the College Board and th~Pew Charitable Trust. Marylancf sproposed High School Assessments would 
extend the MSPP through high schoot The series of 10end-o£,.oourse k:s~ including tJiree QaDlS inEnglish, two in matheimltics, 
1.\\'0 in science, and tbrec in social studies. will gauge both school peacnnanc:e and individual studentperfOJDtal'l()e. They "Will be 
graduation requirementS beginning with the class of2004; 

• K-16 Par1nenhip 
With support from the Pew Clwitable Trust, MSDF.., the MaryLmdHigher Education Commission. aRdthe Chancellor of the 
Universil¥ ofMmyJand Sysa:m are conaborating in developing the K~16 partnership. The purpose of this partnership is the 
development ofa seamleSs system ofeducatiim between public schools and institutions ofhigher educaticn Chat Witl allow 
ManyJand students to move easily and direclly form high sehool into the State's colleges and universities. The partnership is 
l¥orking (0 align oontent and per:fmmanee standards ofhigh schools ~higher education. ' 
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2. 	 To have the best schools, 
we must have the best 
teachen. 

• 	 Fedaal budget will enable 
100,000 leathers rosa 
certif'ication through the 

... - " . t.,,- . NationalBoard fOI .. ,., ..... , 

Professional Teaching 
SlaDdards. 

3. 	 We must do more to help 
all our children read. 

• 	 The America Reads 
initi~ve mll use 
AmeriCorps volunteers mid 
college students ro make 
sure every dnld can read 

. indepem:IentIy by third grade. 

• 	 A chaJlenge to parents to 
read with their dUJdren every 
night. 

.. Proposed LeKislatioD . 
Currently, MSDE is supporting a bill (SB 460) which wculd constilute a focused strategy fur improving the quality ofleacbiog in 
MIU}'land schooJs by establishing II three-year pilot program to provide state and local support for 48 teachers to pursue National 
Board CertificationcVCJy year. The state and local s,Ymm'wiJ) pay the c:enificaliOil fees for these leadteJs. The bill also provides 
. for a staiewide staffdevelopment plan to utilize the skiDs andlalowledge of these leachm. 

.• Professional DewIopment Sehools , 

In.additiQn,.1cadr.et prep~ratiOlulldprofessionaLde1fdopment.are being aJignedwith our.school reform eftbt:ts and our new 

assessments Ihrougb 14 pilot professional development S'Chools, involving partIIerships beh\ftll [ocal sdlooJ systems and bigller 

cr.IUcation institutions. 


.. Bulinas Partnerships 

In oooperatim with the Mary'8Ild Business Roundtable for Educ:a1ioo (MORT). MSDE developed reoommendatiODs to revamp 

teacher professional developmeJll . 


.. Teacher Licemure 

No one is allowed to teach in a Maiylnod classroom unless they have a Maryland teaehing lietmse. or are eligible for one. 


,+ Maryland School Perfonnant:e Asse.mnent Program (MSPAP) 
. In MmyJ~!~ graders must have .a~eved the ability to ~ind~dcntly. and ~e testedcn that ability tbrough the Ihird­

.. gradeadnllmstrationofthc'MSPAP,'whith fueuses, on both basIC and bigher-order skins. 

... Even start 
The Even Start Family Literacy Program focuses on Ihe family aud provides participants with II program ofearly childhood 
education, adult litEracy, basic skill instruction, and parent education. The program currently serves appro:umately 160 children 
ages 0-3 and approximatdy 170 children ages 4-7~ . 

• Parent and Family Involvement Network 
MSDE bas developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes parents, teachers, PTA presidents and other lccal 
liaisons to share best practWes for pareot involvement. We participate in Partnership 2000, linking schools and ronnnunities 
together to increase student adtievement and our Special Education Parent Training Centers provide parenting skins training and 
help parents meet the special needs oftheir chiJdren in school. 

<00 Additional Assisfaot:e is Alw8)'1.WelcClme 

Additional AmeriCams vobmteers to help some ofour bigh~risk ehildrett\wWd still be ofgreat benefit . 
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+Early loteneation and Prevmtion Senires (mrS) 
The Early Intervention and Pnwention Servic:es Initiative (ElPS) assists local school SYSCenls in improving early leaming 

·programs semng aU children ages 3 to 9. It direetly addresses dIe first National Education Goal: ensming that aD cbildren start 
·school ready to learn. The program's goal is to belp schools and con:mmnities provide the most comprehensiw and apprDpriate 
services possible for all young lcamClS and their families and to heighten public awareness about the programs that are available 

to help. 


4. 	 Learning begins in the first 
days of life. 

• 	 The budget will expand 
. Head Start 10 one million 

childmt by 2002. 

..!.._.IheP.resideot.andF'DSt Lady,. .+ Head.Star:l.CoUaborationNetwork .. '~>~'>"''"'•• '''' 	 • .•• •••' "., ..••,•• --', ..•. •. ..••, ~.- N.·" 

win hold a conference on 
early learning and the brain 
this spring. . 

• 	 Vroc-President Gore and 
Mrs. Gore will hofd an 
annual C-amily conference in 
June to mafce sure parents 
are an active part oftlteir 
children's leaming. 

S. 	 Every date sbould give 
parents the power to 
dloose the right public 
.thoo. for their children. 

• 	 The Budget will Jm.e 
additional timding for 
charter schools. 

.	As part ofRIPS, MSDB is working with the Governor's Office 10 devclop oollahoralive models between public schools and the 
Head Start program. MSDE provides technical assistance to schools looking 10 develop dtese models and serves on lite Head Start 
Conaboration Network Advisory Couaeil. 

.. EXtended ElemeJItary Jducat10D Program (EEEP) 

The Extended ElementlllY Education Program (BEEP) serves over 8,000 four-ycar-otd children wjth lellJDing opportUnities, 

health, ami odter support serviees.. 


+Mandatory Kinde.,prf.ea 

Since 1992, Kindergarten has been mandatcry in Maryland anct statewide. 


+ Early Children Special Education Programs ~ , 
Early Children Special Education'PrOgrams, cooperative efforts ofMSDE, loCai'scltooisysOOms. and child care providerS, ensure 
special education and services to children \Vith disabilities. The programs help to prepare children for prc-school, roomioate 
servioesbetween Head Start and local schools, address their daily needs, and place d:tem ia dre least restrictive school 
environment. 

· + Oarter Suools 
MmylaDd's 24 local School systems are free 10 establishChadcr sellOols, as evic:feneed by Baltimore City's plan to privatize 9 

· sdrools., under an l8Ieao,ent that would nmke the schools privately managed, but publidy funded imd still.acCltnintable in cerlain 
·basic ways to Baltimore Ciqr Public Schools and die State. IndividUal sdlool S}'Stems also creaIc their omt policies CQllecraing 

.s:choo1 choice. 

The State Board ofP.ducatron·s Task Force on Charter Schools Ilas derenDined that we Iunre tbe authority in M.yland 10 

establIsh Char1m' schools. " 
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~ ..6. Character EdumtioD must 

be tauiltt in srhools. And 
we must amlinue to 
promote order and 
~"'Iine.....,."... ... 

• No new Budget items. 

7. We C'aDIlotexped our 
cbiJdreD to raise 
fhemselYes up in schools 
that are literally ramng 
dOWlL 

• Includes $S billion in interest 
subsidies to help 
cODWmni~es finance $20 
biBicn in school OODslruction 
over the oext4 years. 

.. Statewide Chancier EdilcaliOD Initiative 
Mmyland has instituted a statewide character educatioDiDi1iative, directed by the St.atc Charac:tu Bduc.ation 0iT1CC. CurrcnlJy. 
Ihere are five county-wide piklt programs -Prince George's, Baltimore. Calvert and Frederick OOUDIies and Baltimore City. In 
these IXlUIdics7 each school has developed a character educatioo program to (It its unique needs. In general, the program focuses 
on the core ethical values much fonD the basis of a democratic socicq. - respect. respomibility, trustworthiness. auing.justicc 
and fairness, and civic: virtue and citizenshiP. This program is funded by a grant from theU.S. Department ofBducation's Fund 
for the fmprovement of Education: Partnerships in CImnu.1er Education. 

..... '.-"" .~ ... 

.. School Order BDd DiBc:ipline Leg.illatien 
In addition. the ~mor's bill "School Order and Discipline" went into effect October I. It contains tough measures to deal more 
aggressively with students \\'ho ftequent:Iy diSrupt the learning of olher shldents. as weD as funding for local efforts to solve their 
violenc:e and disruplicn problems. Among other things, CIte law gives principals the autbority to suspend stw.feots for up to 10 
days,. .requires restitution .fi:om. stlJdenls who damage property while violating the laW. prote&:ts school stafffrom legal aclicn wheu 
they by 10 preveDt vio!enr::e. and requires state guideliDes fer a code ofdis.:ipline. . 

• 5ervire Learning 
CunenllY. Maryland is the only state in the cmmtry that requin:s students to complete 75 hours ofstudent service as a RqDiremcnt 
for high school graduation. Each ofMaryland's 24 local school systems has developed its own service leaming program, designed 
to help students uftderstand many ofthe social issues they learn about in school; In addition, service-Ieaming helps students see 
their roles as citizens. and.35 aetive participants in the solu1ioos to some ofour most critical problems as a nation. 

+School Omstnr~on Funding . . 
Currently, fOr FY 98 \vc have requesb for over $310 million in school construction funding. Governor Glmdening bas requested 
$138.4 miJJion in his budget. This federal fimding would aDow us to expand and I."lXtmd sehool construction money III both tile 
stme and local level. 
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~ Proposed Scholarship Program 
Governor Glendening has proposed a Maryland HOPE scholarship (SB 2311HB 493), "'ruch would pay the full tuition at a v 

Mauyland community college or uoiwrsily for students in families with inoomes !es.s than $60.000 who ha~ a B nerage in high 
school and maintain that average in oollege. 

+ Community College Career aDd TechnoloRY Prog,rams . 
Mmyland has a variety ofCareer and Technology Programs in our Community Colleges, some ofwhich prepare.students for 
inunediate employment, and others which pave the \'lay fOt" tnmsfer to a four year oollege.· White high school students can eam 
oollege credit for these programs while still in high school. II slcill grant would defmitely benefit those adults who wish to return to 
s~. . 

• School to Careers 
Careu Connedions is ~Jan4'~ COlllprebensive sdlool-to-c:areers system, supporting school rer~work.f'cnc preparation, and 
economic dC\lelopmeot. The goal ofdie program is to msure that an high sdmol graduates are prepared to eater a CaRer andlor 
bigher education. The program is funded by a rederal ~ant of$25.2 million over five years . 

• Adult EduadioD 

1n additioD. MlII}'land is serving approximateJy 42,000 adults wilh adult basic education and high school erede:ntialing programs.. 

These programs support workforce skills development and family and parenting skills development aDd support helping these· 

adults earn a high school diploma. Approximately 6.100 adults annually earn their diploma. through the OED, and approximately 

400 earn their diploma Ihrough the Adult E:"t:emal Diploma Program. In addition. adult education classes in Jiteracy skills imd 

highschool completion are housed at homeless shelrers tftroughout the state. 


8. 	 We must make the 13th 
and 14th years of 
educalioD ••• universal ••• 
we must open the doors of 
coDege to aU Americans. 

• 	 America"sHOPE 
seholarship-.2 year $1,500. 
tax credit for ooUege tuition, 
which is enough to pay for 
cOllDDUllity college.. 

9. 	\V~ mast expand the 
frontiers oflearning aerosa 
a lifetime. 

• 	 GJ bill for America's 
workers to tIansform many 
federal training programs 
into II simple .s~ll grant 
directly 10 wm:ke:rs; . 

M 
to 

~ .. 

!J) 
~ 

~ 
.... 
~ 
~ 
!lO 

~ 

g 
-t 
~ 
D 
n 
::r: 
llo.... 
C5J 

ffi 
(}J 

1\)' 
I\) 
~ 
U1 

1:: 

(]' 

~ Maryland Slate Dep811men1 ofEdticalioo: How ~JandMeasures Up -:- Page S 



Itl We must bring the power 
of the information age into 
an our smoots. 

• 	 A challenge to America to 
connect every classroom for 
Intemet aet.eSS. 

~~~i~~f?~i~i~ 
.rt~~~~f~~~tiiJ;~ 

.. Educational Modernization Initiative 
Maryland accepted this chaUefl8C, and tJuuugh NetWeekend wired approximately 600 schools for Internet access. The 
Educational ModemizaIiOll Initiative Teclmology in Schools is designed to increl3Se the tedmology capabilities ofMaryland 
schools, and an additional 149 schools' are scheduled to be added in the FY 98 bmtget ID FY en. 54.5 millioa \~s spent on 90 
project schools. ne initi~e provides schools with a oompfete buildipg wiring system.. as well as lurrdware, software, and funds 
for staff training. Maryland aim receives federal funds to support sc:hool technology tllrough the Tedmology Literacy Challenge 
Fund. 

• Uusinesl Partnenhips 

MSDE and the Maryland Business Roundtable for Bducation (MBRT) have devdoped The Maryland Pltm for Teclurology in 

EiJuCtllion. a detailed plan COl' education rcdmology in Maryland's scltcoJs. Norman R. Augustine, President and CEO ofthe 

Lockheed Martin CorpOJation, was the first president ofthe MBRT and is a strong supporcer oCMatyland's sdsool rmmn. 
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..._School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains 
"SdlDtJ/ RIII'D,!" Is WDfkio.e; II ssp Sta~e Superintendent 61'Ssmidt 

BALl'IMORE, MD (December 12. 1996) - "School reform is working to drive 

MaryIaDd schools toward lUgher levels ofperCormance," State School Superintendent Nancy S. 

Grasmick declared. today in releasing the 1996" report card on schools. 


"More wdenu·are graduating. more students are attending school. every day, anei more 

stUdents are learning at.higher levels,n Dr. Grasmick said. 


On the most challengins measure of stUdent teaming - the M.aryland School-Performance 

Assessment Program (MSPAP). the reFon: shows that local school systems have improved in 1S 

out of 18 content areas, with 19 of24 school systems posting higher achievement on the teStS this, 

year than last year. 
 I 

The report alsO 
; 

indicates steady improvements over the past siX years in dropout and 

attendlnce taleS, as scbools seek to reach the high aceountability SWld.atds set by the state in 

these areas. The state's dropout rate declined by nearly 1 percemage paints since 1990, do'Wn to . 

4.58 perc_ The Stat. Deparai1=:n ofEducation estimates that. had smc:lents contUmec:l to 

dropout 1% the 1990 ~e of6.5 percent Dually, 'Chere would be 3.600 ~ hish school seniors 

in Maryia.ncl high schools today. " 
. ' 

"The grac1uat.i:ag class of'l997 will,proc1uce 
. 

3,600 more yOUl1g people prepared f'or fbrther 
. 


schooW:Jg or the worlcforce," Dr. Grasmiclc said. Similarly. the Superintendent said, 

improvements in attendance rates mean that 11.7,700 more students are in scho~ci leaming ~ery 

day. Good attenciatt~ sets the stage fOr sooci. instrucrion." . . " 

The SEate School Superintendent released the seventh annual school report carcl.~t a news 
-conference iz1 Baltimo". Governor Parris N. Glendening and legislative, education, and busmess , ., (
Jeaders .&om 11:1'058 th~ state iiIled the state beard room 1,0 .receive the prosress report, on the.., 

state'. 1,.26Q schools. : 


Governor GlendeDics said, "In its quest for ber:uJ. sc:hools, Maryland is &mOl1g the nanon's 
leaders. On behalfof' aD Marylanders, I c:ommend the hard work ofour teachers and school 
com.rmmities in contimlins our" progress toward exceUenCe. We bave made education my 
A.d.minisrration's tOpprlorUy, providing the resources to enable our srudenu to succeed today and 
in the furore." . 

MORE.... 
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, Ia. releasiD; ~ school repOrt i:Ud, the' Sup~eadeDt said MSPAP testS are prompting 
instn1ctioDal improvementS system by syltem, school by sCho~L ec(~d.em bY"salden£ For' 
example: 	 . 

... 	 From 1993 to 1996, the perce11tage ofS'C'ildents perform.ing at the satisfactory leVel in 
ODe or more MSPAP areas has increased an average of 10,poiDu to 66 percent iDgra:de 
3, 12 percbt in grade 5, bd 70 percem in irade 8. . " 

'.. The perce1ttage ofschools meeting or IPprJaching at least eme MSPAP standard bas 
P2creased sigoific:amly since 1993 - to 46.5 percent ofschools in grade 3; to .56.25 

, , "perce= iD:pde S, aDd to 61.9 percent in grade 8 . ... ... 
,I" The Dumber ofschool systems with at least 40 percent ofsrudems scoring at 

sitisfac1:orY on the MSPAP testS increased ftcm four ill 1993 10 16 iu 1996, School 
iystems mhlcins cOnsistent pias include Allegany, Anne Anm.de!, Caroline, and Catron. 

.. 	 The S'Weas a whole registered. improvements in 21' oflO Swe zneasuresofschool 
, 	 per!orman~ and studem lea.minl. 

, Dr. Gra.smick~said these gains retlect a strong c~mmianem to continuous improvement in 
, ,I 	 ' 

insauctioa, staffdevelopment, md other are:as that fest¥t in a. better edu.cation for students. 
However, she stressed the need to maintain a strOng foCus - in all elementary and midc1le school 
grades - 011 the bamc',sk:ills and academic COntent areas as the fOWl.liatioD for the higher level of 
stUdent pedozm.a.Dce required by MSPAP. uScbool reform is more than preparing smciems a few 
Weeks before teSt time," the Superime%i.dem added. 

Dr. Grasmick pid the repon .card OD schooli is also an imponam tool for idemi£Ying 
sChool syst8m.s and~ction.al areas where new efFortS are Deeded.. Ia. the coming mOIlths, she 
said, State ·educuors, joca1' school SYStems, &ad school,improvem.en:c: teamS Win 'give l1ew mention 
towmmg instruction ~=icidle schools anel preparuioD in the prim:Uy grades for the third grade 
challenges ofMSPAP? New dYom are also Deeded, she Rid, to ldemifY successfUl programs and 
practices as I way 'CO hDprove msaucUozsal area wher~ Student petformas:lce is lagging. 

,. . "" ; - . 	 ... ' '~ t~. ':.. . .~: .' • :"'.,t .. :,,; - .. • 

State Board P~esident Christopher T. Cross said the repon: indicates "there is much work 
for 'all ofus-at the Stue leve!, in fNffry school system. &04 in f!Yety school- to realize the iUlI 

, petezztial ofschool refotm.,tt , 

"Welleed to be ~urageous, to be bold," Dr. ~cksaid. ~u't most importantly, we 
need ~O keep our focusl on children. The Maryland S~hool Performa.nce Progra:rn. is DO~ about 
numbers. It is about children, about thelr school experiez1C1S today and their Jives in the 21st 

, 	 , , 
cemury." 

http:and~ction.al
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Keeping Ypu CUrrent on Edut:lZdon Rgi:Jnn in Marylaiul. 	 . 
Bette,Schools, Bette,Students 	 ... _.... . ...-.._... ._.... .. .. ­

The 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works 

By almost any standard. the ) ; 


. Marvland School Perf'ormdce . ! 


Program is making the ld.nd. of f MSPAP GAINS AMONG STUDENTS· 

profoUnd, across-th.e-b0&:M ~ it . The Percentage of Students Meeting ODe orMoR Standards 

was ~gued to make. 75% 

70%That's the sist ofthe ncw 1996 ~te 
report eard..released at a Dec. 12; 65%
celebration. in Baltimcre.· Viewed' 
over four years since the 1993 b$c 60% 
year, props on the Maryland r 
School Performance Assessment tests 55% 
has been especially striking: ~ 

50% 
• 	 Student by student. Since •. 


1993, the percentage' of~ 

who met one or more MSPAP 

standards in grades 3, S,and;8 

has climbed an average of 10%. • 


.• 	 School by school. Since 1993, the 
number ofschools meetms ~ 

.approaching standards in one or 

mere content areas bas doublCd or 

tripled. ~' 


MSPAP GAINS AMONG SCHOOLS 

The Percentage or Schools M!etlng aad Approaching Otleor More Sfaada.rds 

65%· 


55% 

45'10 

35% 

25'10 
20% 

Grade 3; Grade 5 

System by system. In 1993, four 
systemS hacl40% or more students 
at the satisfactory Jevel 011 the . 
MSPAP. This year, 16 of24 had 
40% to 60%. 

(pllu, "e R,porc Card on Pag, 2) 

, .; 
j#, 

i i 

62 62 

~ " M~ ~ ~ ~ H • ~ ~ H 
Grade 8 

93 94 9S 96 
Grade 8 
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The. 1996 Re,port Card: School Reform Works' 

•..,...... , .' ,,, . . ,'" . '.. ..' • '" "" ··1 ." .. . . . " ,'.. ..' ... 

IIThis year's report is a dramatic and.Report Card (Co"t1,,~,d) heartemng affirmatiOA ofour b;liefthat 
At each level, Ibis year's report c~ school reform in Marylmd is working," 
shows, the state's educatio:o.al syStem. is ' said State School Supezinuuid=t Nancy 
performing at I higher standard t&an in S. Orasmiclc. "Our progress CO!1tinucs 
years past In 1996~ 21 ono repOrt to be steady aDd, in some schools md 
Wd perfo.rm8ll.ce areas arc up.: school systems, breath~.1) , 

MSPAP GAINS AMONG SCHOOL SYSTEMS 

, ~ In 1993. oaly 4 
01993­school systems 
111994had40CJW or r2 1995 more of students .1996 

at satisfactory 

level 


~ln1996, 16 

scbool systems 

bad 40 to 60% 

of students at 
 o
satisfactory 
level 

Dr. GnsmicRs Message: We Must DD MDre 
State School Superintendent N~ 'lIfyou look at the 1996 report card and 

S. Grasmick knows that whil~ there you listen to teachers mcl principals, . 
, is mucb to celebrate in the 1996 rePort you cemclude that the nexuteps in 

card, mote must be done to re~thc' school reform will require a1D1iversal 
fullpotEmtial of school retotm. So~e eft'on. Teachers. and princip,us in 
excc:rpts from her message this YeF- pes Kthrough 12 will need. to keep 

'. workinSJ keep checking their progress, 
....-----------....... and keep improvmg. •~, 

MSDE. BULLETIN 

"Have high expectations for every 
S<:10400L 5. COMMUNITY OUT'AE.A~H student in evay content area, . , . 

0""'1<:13 ; I would (also) clWJenp school 
MAR"r"I...ANO STATE OEPAA'T'J04ENT ~fP improvement teams to really diS into .

ECUCATlOIll 
the data.... Just because you are doinS200 W. liAL"MClRe: ST.. 
something new and different does notBAf.,."MORE. MCl. 2 I 20 I : 
mean you are doinS the right thing," , f~ 

RCINAL.CI PEIFFER 

, AsSISTANT STATE 


What do you think?SUpERINTENCI«HT 

The MSDE BII.1lstJ/r, "/;ikomel 
",ade" ,comml!llll.l. Slmd l/t,,,. to the 

edito" alMe flIitlJ'e'$ ~ll,ft 
, (4 I 0) 767004473 I 0476" ~ : 

The 1996 report card., released by Dr: 
Orasmiclc md Govcmor Purls N. 
GlendetU.ng, d.etailed significant 
progress over 199$ results. Among tbe . 
gains were improvements in 1S of 18 
MSPAP areas aDd '8 continued 
reduction ofMaryIUld's dropout rate. 

School reform is also helping to redw:e 
absenteeism. Auendance rates are up 
in all areas, progress since 1990 that 
tnuislates to 7,700atudems in school 
today iDsteacl ofbeing em the streets. 

When more student3 are in school and 
preparing for 1he fbture, Dr. Gr8smic:k 
said, everyone benefits. 

http:GlendetU.ng
http:RCINAL.CI
http:perfo.rm8ll.ce
http:educatio:o.al
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.. 
~ Maryland State Department of Education', 	 . 
~ 200 West BaltUriore Sueet+ Baltimorc~ MD 21401 .. (410) 767·0600 

. . . Parris N. Glendening. Governor"" Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools 

October 1996 

R~isingExpectations for Maryland Students 

+ 	 By 2004, Maryland graduates will be, better prepared for work and 

postsecondary education : 
+ 	 New, tougher high school as~essments 'Will be tied to graduation 

~urpose and History 

Maryland's proposed high scbool assessments help extend the Marylaad School Performance Program through 
high school. To succeed in the nexi century. today's young people win be eX"Pected to know more and have higher. 
level skills than any previous generation. Schools will raise academic expectations, building a finn foundation from the . 
basics and ensuring the higher Jevel skills demanded by the modem workplace and higher education. 

The Maryland School Perfonbance Assessments, or MSPAP, given in third, fifth, and eighth grade, are already 
raising ac:ademic performance in Maryland's elementary schools, The high school assessments 'Will extend these higher 
expectations into grad~ 9·12. Th~ tests will gauge both school penOrm8nce and individual student performance, 
providing valuable information fo~,school improvement planning. ;r 

Proposal 	 ; 

The proposed high school ass;essment is a series of 10 end.of.C4\>urse tests in English, mathematics, science, social 
studies, and skills for success. AU Maryland high school students, starting with the class of2004, will be required to 

. pass them to graduate.'. . . 
Stud~ts will take three end.qf.course exams in English. two in mathematics. tWo in science, and three in social 

studies. SkiDs for success -le~. thinking, communication, technology, and interpersonal skills - should be 
. taught in every course and will betessential to performing well on all the tests. . . . 

Atest development firm will ~Tk with the Maryland State Department ofEducation and local school systems to 
.prepare blue-prints for an assess~ent that: 

... is a graduation requir~ent for all students. 
. .. recognizes different l~els of achievement. 

.. combines multiple choice, short answer. perfonnance. and essay questions. 

Development 
:: The bigh school assessment i.s being developed mcoDaboration with teachers. busmess leaders; commW'lity 

,',! memhers,·lID.d, professiaaal.educal:ion--re1a:ted otBlO;zsticms·irom..around Maryland. Both natioDal and'imemational 
staDdards are being:used.1O.be]p ~:_assessmeatS. . 

, :: ;iRemgnizinJ.Sharteachm.~~A'vi1a1 mle'm':~1he·assessments,.1heMmylaDd:StaleDepanment of 
'$dIJeaticmaad1he5fl:d'e':.Boardaf.Emarianhave·COJ'JIIetedevmy.,highs.choot.in1he'SlaletoobtaiD.te8cherfeedback'on 
,\\'bar smdents slv:mkH,. rap.dred!~Csow.aDd·brable to do;!lbe SUIte Baarcl ofBducaliaa:is e.xplar.iDgitile:pc:ssiDitity 
otkal.aJremat.ives!&1r·cenifyirJg'&conll"e'mt)' D!srlJdents.1Wo1hnmtpass "5IIIeasse5Sl'DerJSS . 

. '~ 
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Maryland State Department of 

EDUCATION 

NEWS RELEASE


l 

FOA MOR~ INP'OAMATlOH: 

RON PEiPFER AT (4( Q) 787-047301'1 C14ARI.SS HI!tRMEX:IN AT (41 Q) 767-<:1476 

state Board revi.ews options 
far. High School Assessment 

.~ - ! 

·BALTIMORE. MD (January 28, 1997) - The Maryland State Board ofEducation today 
began to consider fo:{possibie designs to use for Mllj'land'aplanned High School Assessment, 
'as wen as other options to incorporate into the challenging tests before they are administered to 
students as part ofhigh school graduation req~ments beginning with the Class of2004. 

The Sta.te Board is expected to take action on the designs next month, as well as a series 
ofquestions that will d~ennine the final shape and philosophy ofthe proposed High School 
Assessments. The Board is scheduled to decide these questions a.t its February 25-26 meeting. 

The High School ~sessment exams first were p'roposed in July 1995 as a series ofend-of­
course tests covering the core learning at:eas ofEnglish, mathematics, science, and social studies. ' 

The assessment is an extension ofthe Maryland School Performance Assessment Program 
in gr8.des 3, S, and 8 ~sed to determine the performance levels ofinclividual schools. The High 
School Assessment, ho;wever, wQuld likely focus 011 individual student performance as well as 
provide valuable infonllation for school improvement planning. 

UD.Jiketbe MarYland FunCtional Tests, which measure mininmm competency among high 

school students in six s4bject areas, the'High School Assessment would be desiped to be more 
rigorous and meaning:fW to students and thus better prepare them for the variety ('Jf challenges 
they will encounter in life and in their careers. As the High School Assessments corne on line 
beginning \Vith'the ClaSs of2004, the Functi~nal Tests ate scheduled to be gradually phased out. 

Since their inception, the assessment tests have been the focus of a 3S-member task force. ' 

and the subject of dozens ofpublic meetings across the state helg to gather feedback from 
parents. teachers, stud~nts, and others involved in developing the teSlS. The results of those 
meetings were also reported today to the Stale Board. 

More than 1,80p peopl~ attended more than 40 meetings to discuss the High School 
Assessments. Among tile issues raised by the public, educators, and others included the 

-More- ! 

http:C14ARI.SS
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High Sc.bool Asses.meD" 
.:" ~.Page Z 

importance ofhigh academic standards, how the assessment would be used, how the tests would 
be administered. and alternatives to the tests for stUdents who do not successfully complete them. 

''The complexjty and volume ofdecisions that must be made on th~se questions and others , 
about the High School Assessment demand that we proceed with caution and common sense," 
Said Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent ofSchools. "The intent of the Board and ofthe 
Department is to create assessments that are fair, challensing, and m.eaningfW for every high

,", . 
school student in Maryland." 

"Among the q~estioDS the Board was requested to consider and resolve next mon~h are 
issues such as whether passing the exams would be aprerequisite for graduation. the number of 
tests to be developld, and whether it would be acceptable to have three annual test· 

.administrations with ~e-up sessions for each tests fot those students who do not pass on the 
first attempt. 

. . 
. 

,! 

"These are am:Dng the most important and far-reaching deliberations and decisions this 
Board will likely ever"make." said Christopher T. Cro~s. President ofthe Maryland St~te Board of 
Education. "There will be a lot ofthought and retlection that will go into these decisions so that 
we may be assured o~a plan that will trUly challenge all our students and help each ofthem to' 

i 

reach their full potential:' 
The test options were designed with assistance from the Callege Board I Educational 

Testing Service ofPrmceton, N.J., a group noted for it'; administration oithe widely-used 
SchQlastic Achievemeht Tests. The CBIETS'report0Zl; design options for the High School 
Assessment outlined four proposed test designs for thei,Board's consideration: 
.• Portfolio Plu$: A year-long portfolio ofstudentwork would be scor~d by a classroom 

teacher and combined \\lith a 2-3 hour assessment scored centrally. 
• PreparatioD Plus: This assessment would draw upon common learning experiences in a 

2-3 hour standardized assessment involving "real-world" applications. 
• CombiaatioD~ Students would be asked during a 2-3 hour assessment to use docLiments, 

laboratory r~ts. or other tools to answer a series of constructed-response questions. 
• Limited Combiaation: This assessment type would use challenging machine-scorable , 

questions and .~ers in a 2·3 hour test. 
Should the BO:a.rd choose a design option and complete its series of decisions in February. 

the State Department 'ofEdUcatiOD is scheduled to be~ accepting proposals from bidders for test 
development in ApriLAt the same time, MSDE will beSin working more intently with local 
school systems to determine what they need, such as training, instructional adjustments, etc., in 
order to prepare for ~eHigh School Assessments. 

" ### 
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MARYLAND:PARTNERSBlP FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING K-16 

MIII')IJand S'IlIte Departmetlt of Edueacion Q Maryland Higher Education Commission ~ Univmity ofMalyI:md S)'Iwms 

NanQ Gras/fld. Superl1lUlIde1UPalrtclll FiomtQ1U'J. Secretnry Donald Langenberg. C1umceilor 

200 West Btlltlmare Srreel Phone.- 4/0.761·0368 
Ba/timol'e, MD 212014595 FAX: 410-83]·]867 

MARYLAND K-16 PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT 

The K-16 Partnership is a '.bold departure from traditional education refonn, heralding a new and 
substantive collaboration ~ong leaders in the business community, K-16 education, and local and state 
government. This unprecederited alliance is critical to the creation of a new community of learning that 
strives for all of its members to achieve the highest levels of excellen,ce throughout all levels of 
education and in the workplace. Building on the: re:fonns inaugurated by the Maryland State Department 
of Education and the Maryland Higher Education Commission, this new Partnership derives its strength 
from the diversity of its members, who bring to the Partnership their unique perspectives, expertise. 
resources, and needs. 

:" .' . 

Schools must have the high standards needed for our students to develop and adapt to an increasingly 
technological world. prep~ring all students for work and life-long learning. Higher education must take 
seriously its obligation to educate new teachers WllO have the knowledge, skill, and confidence to teach 
in tomorrow's classrooms, and together in partnership with lo~al school systems engage in the 
continuous professional development of teachers. General education experiences in higher education 
institutions must prepare our future leaders by instilling an understanding of technology. an appreciation 
of the arts and humanities, and a profound respect for diversity. Academic majors must link 
requirements with career ~xpectations. Businesses must be engaged in the development of standards and 
cUlTiculum throughout K- i 6 education that give students the knowledge and capability they will need to 
adapt to a workplace that ~s changing at an extraordinary rate, and provide meaningful jobs that enable 
students to use these skills~. Businesses must instill and affirm an ethic oflife-Iong learning in their 
workforce and actively support their employees in their educational goals. State and local government 
officials must thoughtfully allocate resources to ensure that they are used in the most effective way 
possible to achieve these goals, and remove policy and legal batTiers to the collaboration, necessary to 
attain them. FUlther, all rjlust bear responsibility for ensuring that our students are prepared to accept 
their responsibilities as citj.zens-as active participants in the ~ocial. cultural, and political life ofour 
State, nation, and world. ; .! 

The success of the Partnership also depends ,on necessary ch~ge, significant improvement, and constant 
assessment. Standatds at ~very level must retain rigor and relevance. Assessments must be developed to 
provide meaningful evaluitions of student perfonnance and to evaluate how well students are supported 
in their efforts to meet the~e standards. The Partnership will address and develop strategies for 
strengthening K-16 standards, competencies, and assessments, the professional development of teachers,. 
and community engagement in the K-16 initiative. 

Acting individually, these:partners could not achieve any of these goals. Each'is an essential and equally 
important contributor to tHe Partnership. Further, nothing can be done without the active support and 
engagement of the comm~ity at large and parents in particular. The most critical task of the Partnership 
is to foster opportunities f9r members to establish comprehensive and substantive collaborations that 
enable all stakeholders to engage in the far-reaching changes needed in our education system. The 
Partnership wilJ enable the State of Maryland to create an educational system that gives its citizens the 
skills they will need to lead productive and fulfilling lives. 

partstmt,kt6 
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How MARYlAND MEASURES UP: 

. . - .' 	 . 

A synopsis ofhm.., Maryland·s education initiatives align with Presidellt Clinton's Education Goals in the State of the Union Address 

1. 	 Every sfate sho--'d adopt 
high national standards. 

• 	 1'heFcdCrat GOvamnent 
wiJllead an C?ffod over the 
next two years to develop 
national tests ofstudent 
acmeveJneot in reHiog and 
math. 

+Maryland School Performance Program (USPP) , , 
For the pastfJVe yeatS. through Our school refonn initiative, the Matyhmd Sthool Performance Program (MSPP). Maryland has 
already bad bigh standards, lIS attested to by d~«? A (lO~4) EducatiOft Week's report car~ ga.~ ~mylaDd~,~,tand~and 
As~sments. We have atready developed a lest to measure bow \Vcll srudCnts are medinglhosestandmls - the Maryland 
School Perfonrtance Assessment Program (MSPAP)~ MSPAP measures how well !Chools am teacbing students the reading.. 
\Vriting, language UBage, mathematics, science, and mcial studies skins Ibey need for future careers. 

Muyl3nd holds schools aooountabtcto these standards through a variety ofmeamres, including our ammal Maryland School' 
PerfOIlJl3lKiC Report, a "report canf' on our slate's sdJOols. 

In addition. the suggestion ofnalionai voluotmy tests in mtding and mathematics is a goodmalch withMMyJand's MSPAP, 
wJiicll vety clOsely relates to the current National .Assessment ofEducational Progress both in terms ofrigor and content. 

+Maryland's Proposed High School Auessments 

Wnh the assistanc:e of the Colll.':ge Board and the Pew, Charitable Trust. Maryland"s proposed High School Assessments wculd. 

extend the MSPP throughhigb scl1ool. The series of 10 end..m.oourse tests. iocludi.ng three exams inBngli. t\J.-o iii mathematics, . 

two in science., and tbrec in social studies. ,Yill gauge bolh school pedo~e and imlivic.lual studentperfOJ'lll1lllClC. They win be 

graduation requirements bCginningwith the dass of2004. . . 


• K-16 Partnenhip 

With support from the Pew Charitable Trust, MSDE.. the Maryland Higher Education Commission, andthcChanceUor ofdie 

University ofMaryland System are ooIlabcratingin developing the K-16 plrtnership. The purpose oftbispm1nersbip is the 

development ofa seamfe.is syStem ofedueation betweeD pubJic schools and institutions ofhigher education that will allow 

Mauyland students to move easily and directly form bi.gh ~I into the State's colleges and universities. The pllllnersbip is 

working to align content and per.funnance standanfs ofbigh !Chools and higher education.. 


A Maryland Stare Depm1ment ofEducatioo: How Mmytarid Measures Up - Page I 
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1. 	 To h.'fe the best schools, 
we must have the best 
teachen. 

'. Fedc:ral budget will enable 
·100,000 teachers to seek 
certification through the 

• Proposed Legislation 
Currently, MSDEis supporting a bin (S8 460) wmch would constilute a focused strategy fur improving the quality of leaching in 
Muylaad schools by establishing a tJtreo.year pilot program to provide state and local suPpcrt: (01 48 teachers to pursue Nationm 
Board Certification every year. The state and local system'will pay the certification fees for these leathers. The bill also provides 
for a statewide staff development pJan to utilizethc skins and fatowledge ofthese leathm. 

.. Professional Development Schools , 
NmionalBoardfol.,;,.. ."" .,In.additiQD,.leacher preparaticnandprofessioitaLdewelopment.are being aligned with our.sehool rcfonn efforts and our new 
Professional Teaching 
Standards. 

l. 	We must do more to help . 
. all eur children read. 

• . ne America Reads 
initiative WIll use . 
ArneriCorps volunteers and 
college stUdents to make 
SlU'C C\IeIy child can read 
independently by third grade. 

• 	 A ehaUenge to parents to 
read with their children every 
night. 

assessments through 14 piJot professional development sd1ools, involving partnerships between local school systems and higher, 
education institutions. 

+Businca Partnerships . 

In cooperatron with the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT). MSDE developed recommendations to revamp 

teadier professional development. 


+Teacher Licensure " , . ' 

No one 'is alknwd to teach in a Maiyland classroom unless tIley have a Maryland teaching IiceDst; or are eligiblc for one. 


• 	Maryland Sdtool Perfonnance Assessment Program (MSPAP). ' . 
In Matyland. third graders ,must have adUevedlhe ability to read independently, and are restedcnfhat ability through the third­

,.' grade administndioli oftIlc·MSPAP. 'which fecu!res. on both basieand higher order skiDs. . 

... Even Start 
The Even Start Family Literacy Program focuses orithe family and provides participants wilh a program ofearly childhood 
education, adult litctaey. basic skill instructioo., and parent education. the program currently serves approximately 160 children 
ages ()'3 and approximately 170 children ages 4-7. 

... Pareotalid Family rnvolvement Network 
MSDB bas developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes parents, tettcben, PTA presidelits and other lecal 
liaisons to share best practices for parent involvement. We participate in Partnership 2000, Jinking schools and communities ' 
together to iocretJsc student achievement and our Special Education Parent Training Centers provide parenting skiDs training and 
belp parents meet the special needs oftheir children in school. 

+Additional Assistance is Always Welceme 

Additional AmeriCorps volunteers to help some ofour bigh.;.risk children\vouId shll be ofgreat benefit. 


Q M~land ~teDepartment ofEducation: How Maryland Measuits Up - Page 2 
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4. Learning begins in the first +Early Intervention and ¥revention Se"ites (mrS) , 
days orlne. 	 'The Early Intervention a.nd Pre\'ell1ioll Services Initiative (ElPS) as:sists local sdJooi systems in improving early learning 

programs semng aD children ages 3 to 9. [t directly addresses the first National Education GcW: ensuring that an children start 
• 	 The budget will expand school ready to lemn. The progrmn's gool is to help schools and communities provide the most comprehensive and applDpritte 

Head Start to one nUBion services possible for all young learners and their families and to heigbkn public awareness about the pro~ that are available 
children by 2002. tobdp. 

It._The P.resideot,andF'mn Lady + Head Stad.CoUaboratioDNetwork-," -,,- _.- " - .. _.- ''', ' 

will hold. conference on 
 As part ofEIPS. MSDB is working with the Governor's Office 10 develop collaborative models between public schools and the 
early learning and the brain Read Start prognmL MSDB provides tedmicaiassistance to schools rooking 10 develop these models mid serves OR 1fr.e Head S~ 
lhisspring. Conaboration Netv.Iork Advisory Ccunei1. 

+ Exmnded Elementary Education Program (EEEP) ~ 


Mrs. Gme mil ho!d an 

• 	 Vroc..President Gore and 

ne Extended Elementary Education Progrmn (EEEP) serves over 8.000 four-yea:r-otd children with leaming opportunities, 
annual family conference in health, and odrer support serviees.. 

June to make sure parents 

are an active partoftlteir 
 +Mandatory KiIIdergi ..1eu 

children~s leaming. 
 Since 1992, Kindergarteil has been mandatcry in Ma.ryJand and, statewide. 

+ Early Children Special EducatiOD Programs , . ' , ,_ 
Early Children Special Education'Progmms. eobperative efforts ofMSDB, 10(8)scltooi systems, aDd chiJd eare providers, ensure 
special education and services to c:hildren \vith disabilities. The programs help to prepare children for pre-school. roordinate 
services between Head Start mid local schools, address their daily ~ and place Ihein in the least restrictive school 
envirotimeut. 

+Qarter Schools 

parents the power to 


5. 	 Every state sbould give 
Maryland's 24 local school systems arc &ee to establish ChIll1er schools,' as evicfeJ:aeedby Baltimore City's plan to privatize 9 

choose the right public schools, 'tmder an 881 CClil,eDt that would,make the schools privately JltDaged. but publicly funded ami soo,aci:ountable in certain 
school for their children. ,b-asic ways 10 Baltim.ore C~ Public SdJools and the State. Individual school SJSfems also create their 0'Ml policies eonc:eming 

,.school choice. ' 
• 	 The BmiFt will have 

additional fimding Cor The State Board ofEducation's Task Foree on Charter Schools has determined that we have tile authority in Maryland to 
eslabilshOlarter schook. ' ' ,charter sc:hools. 

a Maryland Slate Department orEducarro~: Ho\v MatylaDd Me8sures Up - Page 3 
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6. 	 Cbaramr Eduo1tion must 
be taught in sthools. And . 
we must continue to 
promote order and 
di'!cipline ••• 

• 	 No new Budget items. 

7. 	 We tanRotaped our 
children to raise 
themselves up in schools 
that are Utera'ly faDing 
down. 

• 	 Inciludes SS billion in interest 
Slif.l8idies to help 
communi. finam:e $20 
billicn in school eonstruction 
over the next .. years. 

+Statewide Chancier Edu.cation Initiative 
Matyland has iulitoted a statewide character education ini1ialive., directed by the Stare Character Bducabon OffICe. Currently, 
there are five county-wide pilot programs -Prince Georgc's, Baltimore; Calvert and Frederick cmmties and Baltimore City. In 
these counties. each school has dcvdoped a charader education program to fit its unique needs.. In general, the program focuses 
onlhe core ethical values much Conn the basis of a democratic society - respect. responsibility, ~'Orlhiness, c.aring.justite 
and fairness, and civic virtue and citizenship. This program is funded by a grant fiom tile U.S. Department orEdm:ation's Fund 
ror the Improvement orEduadion: Part:nersbjps in Charader Education. 

.. School Order slid Diadpline Legislalien 
In addition, the Govemor·s bill "School Onfet and Discipline" went into effect October I. It ClOIlt41ins tough measures to deal more 
aggressively with studerds ,~ho ftequently disrupt the learning ofother students, as well as funding for loca! efforts to solve their 
vjolence and disruplion problems. Among other things, Ihe Jaw gives principals the authority to suspend stwfmts for up to 10 
days, requires restitution from students who damage property while violating the la\v, protects sdlool staff from legal aclion when 
they by toprmm vio!enoo,"and requires state guidelines for a c:odeofdigciplinc. 

+Service Learning 
C~eottY. Muylaud is the only state in the ccmllby that requires students to complete 75 hours ofstudent service as a reqoiIement 
.fer high school graduation. Each ofMmyJand's 24 local school Systems has developed its own service learning program, designed 
to help students understand many ofthe socialjssues they learn about in school: maddition, S'el'Vic~leaming helps students see 
their roles as citi:rens. ami as active participants in the solutions to some orour most crit:icaI problems as a Dation. 

+School CoDStrudion Fundinz ' 

Currently, fur FY 98 we have requests ror over $310 mHJion in gehaol construction funding. Governor Glendening ~ requested 

$138.4 million in his budget. This fedenl funding would allow us to expand and extend school COnstructiOIl money at both the 

state and local level. 
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8.. We must make the 13lb -0- Proposed Scholanhip Program 
and 14th yean of Governor Glendening has proposed a Mmyland HOPE scholarship (SB 2311HB 493). ",hich would pay the fuU tuition at a 
education ••• uruversal ••• MaJyIand community college or university far students mfamilies with inoomes less than $60,000 who ha~ a B avernge in high 
we must open the doors of school and maintain that neragc in college. 
toUege to aU Americ.ans. 

• America'sHOPB 
sdlolarship - 2 year $1,500 
lax credit for coUege tuition, 
,,,hich is enough to pay fer 
community college.. 

9. We must e:rpand the <- Community College Career and Technology Prouams 
frontiers oflearning across Maryland has a variety ofCareer and Technology Programs in our COJIlIIJumty Coneges. some ofwhich prqwe studen1s fur 
• lifetime. immediate employment, and others which pave the way COl' transfer to a fum year oollege. Wbife high school students cm earn 

college credit fur these programs while stiJl in high school, a s!cill grant wouJd defmitely benefit those adults who wish to return to 
• OJ bill for America's school. . 

'WOJ'kers 10 transform many 
federal training programs .. School to Careers 
into asimple sk.i.JI grant Career COJlJll'lCtions is Mmyland's comprebensive sdlool-to-careel'S sy~lan, supporting school refunn,. workfcrcc preparation, and 
directly 10 WOlken: . economic de\IClopment. Tbe goal ofthe program is to ClJSUfC that aU high sclmol graduates arc prepared to eater a career and/or 

bigher education. The program is funded by a fedem1 ~aDt of$25.2 minion ovt.I' five yciis. 

• Adult Education 
1n additia~ Matyland is serving approximate1y 42,000 adults with adult basicedutation and high school c:redentialing programs. 
These programs support worJtforce skiDs development and family and parenting skills development and support helping these 
adults earn a high sdlool dipl0JD.8. Approximately 6.100 adults annually earn their diploma lbrough the OED. ~d appIoxUualdy 
400 earn their diploma through. Ihe Adult E:demm Diploma Program. In addition. adult education classes in Jiteracy skills and 
highschool completion are housed at homeless shelters throughout the slate. 
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10. We must bring the power 
of the information age into 
aU our schools. 

• A chanenge to America to 
connect every classroom for 
II1temet access. 

'" Educational Modernization Initiative 
~llI)'land accepted Ibis chaUenge, and through NetWCekend wired approximldely600 schools for Internet access.. The 
Educational Modernization lniliative Technology in Schools is designed·to increese the redmology capabilities mMatyland 
schools, and an additional 149 schools are seheduled to.be added in the FY 98 budget. In FY en. $4.5 miUion \~S spent on 90 
project scheols. ne initiapve provides schools \vitb a complete building \Wing ~ as well as mdware, software, and funds 
for staff training. Maryland also receives federal funds to support school technology through the Tedmology Literacy ChaJtenge 
Fund. 

.. BUlinesl 'artDerilJips 
MSDH'and the Mcuyland Business Roundtable for Bducation (MBRT) have developed TheA/aryiand Plan for Technology in 
EduCtltlon, II detaifed plan for education .eelmo1ogy in Maryfand's .schools.. Norman R. Augustine., President and CEO of the 
Lockheed Martin CmnormOD. was Ibe first president of the MBRT and is II StroDg suppOt1er ofMaryland·s school reform. 
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,facsilnile 
T RAN S MIT T A .L___________--'-'-'"___-..;.._'--...;......_-:.....-..-
to: Mike Cohen : 
fax #: '(202) ~S6-70~8 

re: Mar,yland's educationrelorm 
, date: February 6. 1997 
pages: 1S, including this cover sheet. 

, Here is infonnation promised on school reform in Matyland: 
1. How Maryland Measures Up •• a synopsis ofhow the state's education initiatives align 

with President Clinton's education goals and State olthe Union address 
2. School Report Card Shows School. Student Gains -- news release on the 1996 school 

I ' 

report card 
, 3. MSDE Bulletin - highlights of the report card 

4. Rising Expectitions for Maryland Stud~nts - the High School Assessment Program 
under development 

S. State Board r~views options for High' School Assessment •• Ian. 28 news release 
, 6, Maryland Partnership for Teaching and Leaming K·16 

Please let me know ifyoi! need adciitional monnation. 

Ron,PftI 
Scnool & Community Outreach om ,

Maryland Stat. Department of Educatio 
200 W. Baltimore Stre 

Balllmore, MD 21201 

.. 




How- MARYlAND MEASURES UP: 	 ...., 
ttlA synopsis ofhOfv Maryland's education initiatives align with Presidellt Clinton's Education Goals in the State ofthe Union Address 
fTl 

~ 
(J) 

i.IJr~tf~I"'.~1J.l!lill 

1. 	 Every s'ate should adopt 

high national standards. 

• 	 TheFCdCiat Govamuent 
will lead an effort over the 
next two years to deve10p 
nationallesls ofstudent 
achievement in readiog and 
math. 

• Maryland School Performance Program (MSPP) 

For the past fIVC years, through our school reform initiative, the MaIYland School Pcrfonnance Program (MSPP), Matyland has 

already bad bigh standards, as attested to by tIle A (IOOG;{') Education Week's report card gave t.faIYland in S~ and 


.As~smenlS. Webave '8beady 'deveioPOO a leSt'IOrDeaSWe bOW\~1 students are meeting bst8ndards ~ the M~and 
School Perfonnancc Assessment Program (MSPAP). MSPAP measures how well schools are teacbiDg students the reading, 
writing, language usage. mathematics, science., and social studies skins they need for future careers. 

Maryland holds schools aa:ountable to these standards through a variety ofmeasures, including our ammal Maryland School 

PerfOl'Ill3JKiC Rep~ a "ieport cud" on our state's schools.. . 


In addition, the suggestion ofnational voluntary lests in reading and mathematics is a good match with Maryland's MSPAP. 

wliicll very closely re1ales to the current National Assessment ofEdutational Progress both in tmns ofrigor and contenl 


• Maryland's Proposed High School Assessments 
With the assistance of the College Board and tbePewCbaritable Trust, Maryland"s proposed High School Assessmcu1s would 
exrend the MSPP through high sdtool. The series of 10 end-of-oourse rests, including three exams in English, m'O in matheDmtics, 
two in science, and three in social studies, win gauge both !drool pafonnance and individual studentperformance. They will be 
graduation requirements beginning with the class 0{2004. 

• K-16 Partnership 

With support from the Pew Chiuitable Trust, MSDE. the Maryland Higher Educatiml Commission, and the Chancellor ofthe 

Universi1yof MmyJand System are collaborating mdeveloping the K~16 partnership. The purpose oflhi! partnership is the 

development ofa sCamJeSs system ofeducation between public schools and institutions ofhigher education that will allow 

MlII}'Jand students to move easily and directly form bigh s(;0001 into the State's colleges and universities. The partnership is 

,Yorking to align content and performance standards ofbigh schools B:Dd higher education. 
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.. Proposed Legislation 

we mlllt have the best 


2. 	 To have the best swools, 
CunentIy, M5DE is supporting a bill (5B 460) which would COJIStilute a focused straregy fur improving the quality of leaching in 

teachen. Maryland schools by establishing a three-year pilot program to provide stme and local support for 48 teachers to p1II'SlIC National 
Board Certification eveJY year. The state and local sysrem',\'ill pay the eertification fees for these teachers. The bill also provides 
· for a statewide staff development plan to utilize the skins and mowledge of these teachCl'S.• 	 Federal budget will enable 

100.000 teitlters toscek 

certification through the 
 .. Professioul DewIopmeat Schools 


. NatiOllalBoardfoI ".,' .,1. lp,addition..1e8cher prepar.at.imt aodpmfessionaLdevelopmentJll"c being aligned with our.sdtool rcfnrm efforts and our new. 

Professional Teacbing 
 assessments Ihrough 14 pilot professional development schDD~ involving partnerships between local sdlooI systems and higller 
Stand~. edUcation insIifulions .. 

.. BusiDen Partnerships 
· In cooperation with the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT). MSDE developed recommendations to revamp 
readaer professiOINll development . 

· .. Teacher Licensure 
No one is allowcd to teach in a Maiyland C'assroonl unless tltey have a Maryland teaching lieense. or are eligible for one. 

.. Maryland SdtooJ Performante AssessmeDt Program (MSPAP)· 

all our childl'en read. 


3. 	 We must do more to help 
In Maryland, third graders must bave achieved the ability to read independently. and are tested on that ability through the Ihird­

.. grade adminislration of the MSPAP.whic:h fOCUseS.OD both basic and bigher order skiDs. 
• 	 ne Amcri.:a Reads 

initiative will use .. Even Start 

AmeriCorps volunteers and 
 ne Even Start Family Literacy Program focuses ori the family aDd provides participants with a program ofearly childhood 
college students to make education, adult literacy, basic skill i.nstruction, and parent education. The program currently serves approximately 160 children 
sure every child can read' ages 0-3 and approximately 170 childml ages 4·7. 

indepeudently by third grade. 


• Pareat and Family Involvement Network 
MSDB bas developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes parents, teacbcrs, PTA p.residenfs amc:I ether Iccal 

readwilh their children every 
• 	 A chalJenge to parents to 

liaisons to share best pnctices for pareot involvement. We participate in Partnership 2000, linking schools amc:I oommunities 
night. togdher to increase student achievement and our Special EduCation Parenl Training Centers provide parenting skiDs training and 

belp parents meet tbespecial needs oftheir children in school: 

.. AdditiODaJ Assistaote is Alway. WelcGme 
Additional AmeriCmps voluateer:s to help some ofour bigit:-risk children would still be of benefit 
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.!.._The.Presideot .andFirst Lady~.• HeadStad.CoUaboratiOD·Network. . ~',""" 	 . ,,,.,,,' ...•... " ','" -..~, ~.. . ..,..,. "-' ''',. . . .. .... . . 

4. 	 Learning begins in the first 
days or life.. 

• 	 The budget will expaud 
Head Start fD one million 
children by 2002. 

win hold a conference on 
early learning and the brain 
Ibis spring. 

• 	 V~PresidentGore and 
Mrs. 60rc wiU OOId an 
annual family oonkrmce in 
June to make sure parents 
are an active part of their 
children's learning. 

. + Early lotenmtion and 'Prevention Senites (ElPS) 
The Early Intervention and PreventiOD Services 1nitiati'VC (ElPS) assists local school S)'Slcnls in improving cady learning 
.	programs semng aU children ages 3 to 9. It diredly addresses rhe first National Educalinn Goal: CllSming that aft c:biIdmt start . 
schoo! ready to learn. The program's goal is to belp schools and oommunities provide the most comprehensive and appiopiiaae 
services possible for all young lcamelS and 1heir families and to heigbkn public awareness aboulthe programs that are available 
fD~. 	 '. 

.	As part ofElPS. MSDE is \vorking with the Governor's Office 10 devdop oollaboralive models between public schools and the 
Head Start program. MSDE provides technical assistance to schools looking 10 develop these models and serves on the Head Stalt 
CoDaboration Nct\1,'OI'k Advisory Coune.il. 

.. Extended Elemmtary Eduadion Program (BEEP) 

The Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP) serves over 8,000 four-ycar-<ltd children \Vith learning opportUnities, 

hea1tb, and oilier support services.. 


• Mandatory KiDdergBrteD 

Since 1992, Kindergarten has been mandatmy in Maryland and. statewide. 


+ Early Children Spedal Edncation Programs. .... " .... 

Early Children Special Education'PrOgrams" cooperative efforts of MSDE, loCal sChool sYsrems. and child care providerS, ensure 

special education and services to children \\lith disabilities. The programs help fD prepare children for prc-school, ooordinafe 

servioesbetweeo Head Start and local schools, address their daily needs, and pla4;C them in die least restrictive school . 

environment. 
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S. 	 Every state sbould &in 
parents the power to 
choose the right public: 
sthool for their children. 

• 	 The Budget will ba'VC 
additional timding for 
charter schools. 

• Darter Schools 
Maryland's 24 local school systems are &ee fD eshlbtish Charter schools., as evidencedby Baltimore City's plan 10 privatize 9 
schools., mder an agrca~ that would make the schools privately managed, but publicly funded imd still acilountable in certain .. 
basic ways to Baltimore Cigr Public Schools and die State. Individual school Sl'*ms also create their own policies concerning 
school choice.. 

The Sbtc'Board ofEducatron's Task Foree on Charta' Schools has del:mnined Ibat \\Ie have the authority in MarYland to 
establish OJarter schools. , 

:to 
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.. Statewide Olander Education Initiati'Ve 
Mmylaod has instituted a statewide character educaticninitiatiye, directed by the State Character Education 0tT1CC. Currently~ 
there are five county-wide pilot programs -Prince George's, Baltimon; Calvert and Frederick anmties and Baltimore City. In 
these eounlies, cadi school has developed a character echN:ation program to frt its unique needs. In general, tbe program fOC'lJSl:S 
on the core ethical values much Conn the basis ofa democratic society - respect., respollSibilily, 1r1JstuI,~ caring,justiee 
and fairness. and civic; vidue and citizenship. This program is funded by a grant from the US. Department ofEduc:ation~s Fund 
for the Improvement of Education: Partnerships in CIumu:ter Eduealion. 

". 

.. School Order and DiKipline LeplatiGR 
In addition, Ihc Governor's bill "Sc:hool Order and Discipline" went into effect Oc:tobel' I. It contains tough measures to deal more 
aggJ"CSSively with students \¥ho frequently disrupt the leaming ofoiher stvdents. as weU as fcmding for Ictal efforts to solve their 

. violence and disruplicn problems. Among other things, the law gives princ:.ipaIs the authcriW to suspend stw:IenIs for up to 10 

. days, requireS restitution ftom students who damage property while violating the law. protects: school stafffrom legal aclion when 
they tJy to prevem vio!ence, and Rquires state guidelines for a code ofdigcipline. 

• 5enite Lea..ning 
CurrentlY. Marylaud is the only stale in the country tIuJt requires students to oomplete 75 hours ofstudent service as a requ.irement 
for high school graduation. Each ofMmyland's 24 local school systems has developed its own service learning program. designed 
to belp stmIents unders1and many ofthe social issues they learn about in school; In addition, service-Ieaming helps students see 
their roles as citirms.·and. as adive·participants in the solutions· to some ofour most critical problems as a nabon. 

.. Scheel Coustnrdion Funding 
Currently. fur FY 98 we have requests for over $310 million in reheol construction funding. Governor Glendening bas requested 
S138.4 minion in his budget. This tedeoJ funding would aUow us to expand and exlmd school construdicn money at both tile 
state and locillevel. 

6. 	 Charat1l!r Eduration must 
be taught in sr:hools. And 
we must amtmue to 
promote order and 

. discipline ••• 

• 	 No new Budget items. 

7. 	 We ramwtaped Gur 
children to raise 
fhemselves up in schools 
that are literally. railing 
dowa. 

• 	 ~ludes $S billion in irdmest 
subsidies to help 
communi~es fuImce $20 
bilficn in school construction 
OVel" the next .. years. 
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8. 	 We must make the 13th 

and 14th years of 
education ••• universal ••• 
we must open the doors of 
wDege to an Americans•. 

• 	 America's HOPE. 
sdwlalSbip - 2 year $1,500 
lax credit for coUege tuition, 
which is enough to pay Cor . 
community c:oIlege.. 

9. 	 We must ezpand lhe 
frontiers oflearning acmss 
a lifetime. 

• 	 OJ bill fur America's 
wtirlcers to lnmsfonn many 
federal training programs 
into a simple s~11 ~t 
directly, to workers: 

<00 Proposed SdMlJanhip Program . 

Governor Glendening has proposed a Maryland HOPE schoJarship (SO 2311HB 493), which would pay the filII tuition.at a 

Maryland community college or uriiversily for students in families with moomes less than 560,000 who have a B I1Ilnge in high 

school and maintain that average in oollege. 


+Community College Career and Technology Prozrams 
Maryland has a variety ofCareer and·Teclmology Programs in OUT cOJ11I1lUJiity CoUeges. some ofwhich prepare students for 
inunediate employment, and others which pave the way COl" tr811Sfcr to a fcur year mltege. White highschool students can cam 
college cadit for these programs while still in bigh school, a skill grant would defmitely benefit those adults who wish to rebJm to 
~l' 	 . 

• School to Caners . 

Careet' COJ'lJUl(;lions is Mmylan4's ccnwrebensive scbool-to-c:arc:£rS system, supporting school ref~work.f'mw preparation, and 

economic development. The goal ofthe program js to msUf'C that aU high sdwo1 graduates arc prepared to eater a career andlor 

bigher education. ne program is funded by a federal ~ant of$25.2 miI11oo. over five years . 


• Adult Education 

1n addition, Maryland is S'CIVing approximately 42,000 adults widt adult basic edutation and high school credenlialing progmms. 

These prograDrs support workforce skills development and family and parenting skills development and support belping these 

adults earn a high school diploma. Approximately 6,100 adults annually earn their diploma lhrough the GED, and approximatdy 

400 earn their diploma Ihrough. lhe Adult E.,temal Diploma Program. In additicu, adult education dasseS in Jiteracy skills and 

high school rompletion are housed at homeless shelters throughout the state. 
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18. We must bring the power 
of the information age into 
aD our smook. 

• 	 A chalfenge to America to 
connec.l eveI}' classroom for 
Internet access. 

.. EduutionaJ Modernization Initiative 
MuyJand ac:c:epted Ibis chalJenge, and dJrough NetWeekend wired approximately 600 schools for inreme1. access. The 
Edueational Modc:rnizaIion Jnitiative Tedmology in Schools is designed to incre2l!lle the technology capabilities ofMaryland 
schools, and an additional 149 sc:molsaresclteduled to be added intheFY 98 budget In FY fJ7. $4.5 minien \~s spent on 90 . 
project schools.· The initi~e provides sdwoJs with a oomplete building wiring system. as weJlas hardware,. software, and funds 
for staff training. Maryland aJso receives federal funds to support sdloollechnology through the TedmoJogy Literacy ChaJlenge 
Fund. 

.. DUlines. Partnerships . 

MSDE and the Maryland Business Rmmdtabfe for F.ducation (MBRT) have developed The Maryland Plan for Teclmology in 

Education.. a ddaired plan fOf' education .edmology in Maryland's scheols. Norman R. Augustine, President and CEO of the 

Lockheed Martin CorpOJation, was the fi.rst president of the MBRT and is a stn::m2 SUDPorter ofMarvJand's school reform. 
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Mal:yland. State Depanmem of ~~tI/~ 
, '~.,EDUCATION 

NEWS RELEASE 
EMBARGOED far lelia. For more information: Ronaid PeHfer (41 0) 767·0473 
Oecember 12. 1996...;; 10 a.m. 

ft_School Report Card S'hOW5 School, Student Gains 
"SdltJtN Rl!ltJfJII Is Wriin,lj II$sIs Slats Superintendent Gmsmidt 

; ~~ 

BALTIM:ORB, M:D (December 12, 1996) - ~School reform. is working to drive 

MaryfaDd schools toward hiperlevels ofperf'onnance." State School Superintendent Nanc:y S. 

Grasmick declared tod1ty in releasing the 1996' report card on schools. ' 


"More studentS·are gradu.adns. more students are attending school every day, anci more 

studentS are leaming ai}liper levelS.",Dr. Grasmick said. ' 


On the mostch.allenging measure ofstudent Jearning - the Maryland School Performance, 
Assessment Program (MSPAP), the repon shows that local school systems have improved in 15 
oUt of 18 content areas; with 19 of24 school systems posting higher achievement on the testS this_ 
~~~_ f ' ' 

f ' 

The repOrt alsO indicates steady improvements ~ver the past six years in dropout and 


attendance rates. as sctiools seek to reach the high accountability standards Set by the state in 

these areas. The state's dropout rate dec1ined by nearly 2 percentage points since 1990, down to 

4.58 perce:tt. 'The Stat!! Depar"Dilcm1 ofEducation estimates that., !wi studems continued to 
dropout at the 1990 ~e of6.S percent lIUlually, there would be 3.600 ~ high school semors 
,in Muyii.nd hip schools today.· " 

"The graduating class of'l997 will produce 3,600 more young peoplftprepared for fbrther 
schoolirlS or the workfOrce," Dr. Grasmick said. Similarly, the Superintend_ said., , 
improvements in utendance rates mean that "7,700 more students are in scho~ci leaming every 
day. Good attendan~ sets the RIP for good, iDstruc:r:iOJL" '" 

The State Scho~l SUPerh1terident released the seventh annual sebool report card,~t a news 
conference in Baltimor~. Govmnor Pams N. Glendening and legisJadve, education., and business-, , :\ 

leaders trom ac:ross the'state filled. the state beard room to ~eive the prosress repon on die" 
state's 1,260, schools. • ' , '." 

Oovernor GlenduS said., "In ils quest {orbme? schools, Marylmd is among the nation's 
leaders. On behalfofan Marylanders, I commend the hard work ofour teachers and school 
~01'D.I1'lWlities in condnUins our'progress toward excellence. We bave made education my 
Administration's top priority, providing the resources to enable our stUdents to succeed today and 
in the future." ' 

MORE... 

http:Muyii.nd
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, fA re!easiDg P= school report i:Ud. Cbe Sup~, said MSP.AP. tars are ptompUng. 
iDstructicmaJ improvemems system by system, school by sCho~L aDd'~~ bY'smd_ For' 
~re: 	 . 

.. 	 Prom 1993 to 1996, the percemage ofstUdentS pe.rfonniiJs at the satisfactory leVel in 
one or more MSPAP areas has increased an average of10 pointS to 66 pereen'C in grade 
3, 12 per~ in grade 5, bd 70 percem in grade 8. '. ' 

.. 	 The percentage ofschools meeting or II'prJacbing at Jeast one MSPAP stand~ has 
~c:rea.secl sigai1icam1y since 1993 - to 46.5perceDt ofschools in grade 3~ to 56.2S 

•• 	'W percem: jn\gra.de Sf and to 61.9 percent in pade 8 • ... ­ .. 	 The J1U!I1ber ofschool systems with at le.aft 40 percent ofstudents scoring at 
satis&ctorY on the MSPAP tesr:s increased fi'Qm tour in 1993 to 16 iu 1996. School 
systems mhlang consistem gains include Allegany, Amle Alundel, Caroline, mdCarroll. 

to The state'~ a whole registered improvements in 21 of30 Swe tneasures of5chool 
. performance and student lea:ming. . . 

Dr. Grasmick~said these gains reflect a strong c9mnUtment to continuous improvemeht in 

inmuctioD., Statfdevelopment, md other areas that r~t in a better education for students. 

However, she messeQ the f1e!!d to maintain astrong foCus - in alI elementary and middle schoo) 

gades - on the basic'skills and academic content areas as the fOuDdauoD for me higher leVel of­

stUdent perfonnance required by MSPAP. "School reform is more thaD preparmg sm:dems a few 

Weeks bef'ore test time," the Superimendem added. 


Dr. Grasmick ~d the repon card on schools is also an imponam tool for iclemifYing 
sChool systems and ~ctiDnal areas where new Iff'oru are needed. In the =mmg months, she 
said., StCeec:Wca:or!, Joca1 school sysr:eta.S, and school improVement teams Will 'give new attention 
to 'Writ:ing instruction {nmiddle schools md preparation in the primary grades for the tbird pdt 
c1Iallenges ofMSPAP~ New eiforrs are also needed, she said, to identifY rucce.ssi'i.11 programs arid 
practices u a way to iJ:aprove iDSI:ructioaaI areas wher. $rudezzt pedormance is lagPg. 

.• ~. 	 .. •. :';-.. 'I ...... !" 4.;,,;"'~ ':••• '. 

Swe Board Pr:esidem: Christopher T. Cross wdthe report indicates "there is iZluc:Jlwork 
for all clus-at the State leve!, in every school system, ~ in every school- 'CO ~ the fW1 
peteatial of=aol reform..." 

"'We need to 'be courageous, to be bold.," Dr. ~c:k said. MSut DlOst impOrtaDtly, we 
need to keep our focus, en children. The Maryland S~hool Performance Program is Dot about 
nw::abers. It is about cbildren. about their school experiettces today and tbeir lives in the 21st 

, , 
cemu.ry." 

http:rucce.ssi'i.11
http:jn\gra.de
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The 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works 

B~~~~;o:Jce ; 
Program is maki.a.s the ld:ad. of f MSPAPGAINS AMONG STUDENTS 
profouad., across-the-boarcl8~ it The Percentage of Students Meetiag ODe orMOR ~taDdards 
was ~ipd to make. . 75% 

That's the sist of the DCW 15196 SJ4tt 
.report card,.released at a Dec. 12~ 
celebration U1 Baltimore. Viewed 
over four years since the 1993 b~e 
year, props on the Maryland r 
School Performance Asscssment'tests 
has been especially striking: ~ 

• Student by student. Sincc .. 
1993, the percentage' ofs~ts 
who met OJle or more MSPAP 
standards in grades 3, S,md\8 
has climbed an average or 10%. 

.• School by school. Since 1993, the 
number ofschools meeting ~ 
approaching standards in o~ or 
mate content areas bas doubJ.Cd or 
tripled. .~' 

70% 

65% 

60% 

55% 

50% 

• System by .ystem. In 1993 t four 
systemS had 40% Or more students 
at the satisfactcly level 011 the 

-MSPAP. This year, 16 of24 had 
4()OA, to 60%. 

(pIloSe liB Report Card 011 Page 2) 

, ;1 
I;!.. 

MSPAP GAINS AMONG SCHOOLS • " 
'The Percentage or Schools M~tlng and Approacbillg Oae or More Staadards 
65% . 

.55% 

45% 

35% 

25% 
20% 

'93 94 9$ 96 
Grade. 

'3949596 
GradeS 
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The. 1996 Report Card: School Reform Works' 

y ...~.¥. ~"' ....'~ , .. ' , . . ..... .. ~,.' '. . .' •• , . "'.,." '. ',. '. . '. .'. ....., 

"This year's report is adramatic andReport Card (C()"t1I1~ed) heartoDiDg afBrmation ofour beliefthat 
At each level, this year's repon c..a sebeol reform in Maryland is working," 
shows t the state's educational syStem is . said State School SuperiD.tmdent Nancy 
performing at I higher standard. than in_ S. Orasmick. "Our progress continues 
years past. In 1996, 21 ono repOrt to be steady aDd, in some schools and 
card perCormance areas are u.p. ': school systemS, brcath~g.u . 

1 , 

MSPAP GAINS AMONG SCHOOL SYSTEMS 

V In 1993, only 4 
01993.scbool systems 

10had 40«' or 
more of students j 8 
at satisfactory ~ !level 1 .c f 

0% .,vln1996,16 ~ ,4
school systems ~ 

had 40 to 60 'HI 2j
of students at 

satisfactory .0 

level 


D,.Gl'aSmic/rs Message: We Must DD MDre 
State S~l SupCl"inteDdent ~~CY ·'Ify~u look at the 1996 rep:m ~ard and 

S. Graszmc:k la10ws that ~thcre you listen to teachers and pnnelpals, 
. is much to celebrate in the 1996 relxm you conclude that the DextStepS in 

card, more must be done to realizo]the' school reform will require a universal 
fullpotondBl of school refcrm. Soi,ue eft"on. Telchers. mel princip!Us in 
excerpts from her message this ye~ grades Kthrough 12 will need. to keep

i . workinS. keep checkiDg their progress, 
! . 
i 

! 
....--------........... and keep improving. 'i' 


MSOE BUl..LETIN 

"Have high expectations for every
selolcol.. & COMMUNITY OUTREA,::H student in evety content area. . . . 

O......es . I wou.ld (also) challenge school 

The 1996 report card., released. by Dr: 
. Orasmick and Governor Parris N. 
GlerllBing, detailed aigDiftC8Zlt 
progress over 199,5 results. Among the 
pins were improvements in lS of 18 . 
MSPAP areas and a ccmtinued 
reduction of'Marylll1d's dtopoutrate. 

School reform is also helping to reduCe 
absctceism. Attendaace rates are up 
in all areas, progress siD.c:e 1990 that 
trlDSlarcs to 7,700 studez1rs in school 
today iDstead ofbeing OIl the streets. 

When more students are in school and 
prep8riDg for the future, Dr. Grasmick 
said, everyone benefits. 

MAA't'I...AHD STAn;: OEPAATMENT !,.. 
EOUCA1IO" 

200 W. BAI.."MORE ST•• 

BAI.."MORE. Me. 2' 20 I 

RONAU:'I PEIFFIl:R 

~SI9TANT STATE 

SU"'£R'NTEND~NT 

. , 
(.41 0) 767-O.47~ I 0476 

improvement teams to really dig into . 
the data..•. , Just because you are doing 
sometbiag new and difFerent does not 
mean you are doinS the right thing." 

What do you think? 
. . The MSDE BIlIbtJIII we/,omes 
rtlallefl ' t:ommenu. Snrtlrlt,m to th' 

edil()1' (II the GlldfllS "I I,ft 

http:767-O.47
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R~ising Exp~ctations for Maryland Students 

+ 	 By 2004, Maryland graduates will be. better prepared for work and 

. postsecondary education •:, . 
. 	 ."/. 

~ New, tough~r high school as~essments·wil1 be tied to graduation 

Purpose and History 

MaIyland's proposed high sCQool assessments help extend the Maryland School Performance Program through 
high school. To succeed in the next century. today's yOWlg peOple wiH be expeeted to know more and have higher­
level skills than any previous generation. Schools will raise academic expectations, building a finn foundation from the 
basics and ensurirlg the higher level skills demanded by the modem workplace and higher education. 

The Mmyland School Perfo~ance Assessments, or MSPAP, gi~ in third. fifth, and eishth grade, are already 
raising &;ademic performance in Muyland's elementary schools. The high school assessments will extend these higher 
expectations into sr~s 9·12. Th~ testS will gauge both school performance and individual student perfonnance, 
providing valuable information fo~ school improvement planning. i ~. . 

Proposal 

The proposed high school ass':essment is a series of 10 end-of'.~urse tests in English, mathematics, science, social 
studies. and skiDs for success. AJJMaryland high school students, starting.with the class of2004, will be required to . 
pass them to graduate. 

Stud~ts will take three end~f-c:ourse exams in English, two in mathematics. two in sc:ienc:e. and three in social 
studies. Skills for success -learlling, thinking. communication, technology, and interpersonal skills -should be 
tAught in everY course and 'Nill be:essential to performing Well on all the tests. 

A test development firm will f-voTk with the Mazyland State Department of Education and local school systems to 
prepare blue-prints for an assess~ent that: 

... is a graduation require~ent for all students. . .} 

. + recognizes different l~els of achievement. :i 
.. combines multiple choice, short answer. performance. and e~say questions. 

Development 
\-. The bigh school assessment is being developed in collaboration with teachers. busiDess leaders; community 

.'" members,.&D.d professiaaal.edu~on.-re1ated orpajzations:fromaround MatylancL Both ~ and ·intemationaJ 
staD.da:rds are being llSed'1Ohe!p ~:_3SSeSSDleDtS. . 

. :'·;~Remgniz:iDJ'that'lll!.lCbcr.s.1D.Ust""a'Wa1mle'm;~1luussessments,.1heMa!ylaad:State·Depanme1ttof 
·'£l!ncatiDll.ad1:be smte..BaardafEdn"';,," have·contacted ev.my·.hish schooUn1he-srase to obIaia.wc'herfeedback-on 
,\\'bat _dents SbDUkH", RqI.I'ired!~bowJmd'be-able to do;!neState Beard of.Bda:icalioa:is explari:agiibepossibitity 
ofJacalIlrematives far·~·1iusaxaperscy ofSUJdents1WD'mnmt pass sbe5UD.assessmeDts. 

http:l!ncatiDll.ad
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Maryland State Department of N~L~ 
Srtw S",.~olSdMI.I . EDUCATION· SClM~~sw-..· 

NEWS RELEASE 

1 . 

.. \ 

rOR MCR~ ·IMJII'ORMATlCN: 

RON P£lFFE:R AT (410)787-0473 0 .. CHARI..I!:S HERNI:ICN AT (410)767-0476 

state Board reviews o~tions 
. far'. High School Assessment 

BAt'I'Il'AORE •. MD (1anuary 28, 1991) - The Maryland State Board ofEducatioD today 
began to consider fOU~POSsible designs to use for Maryland's pJanned High Scbool Assessment, 
.as well as other optio~ to incorporate into the c~enging tests before they are a.d.ministered to 
stUdents as part ofhigh school graduation requirements beginning with the Class of2004. 

The State Boud is expected to take action on the designs next month, as well as a serieS 
ofquestions that will d~ermine the final shape and philosophy ofthe proposed High Schoo! 

.' . . 

Assessments. The Board is scheduled to decide these questions at its February 25-26 meeting. , 
The High School ~sessment exams first were proposed in Iuly 1995 as a series ofend-of­

course teSts covering the core learning ~eas ofEnglish, mathematics, science, and social studies. 
The assessment is an extension ofthe Maryland School Perfonnance Assessment Program . 

in grades 3, S. and 8 ~sed to determine the penormance levels ofindividual schools. The High 

School AssesSments hOFcver, wQuldlikely focus on individual student performance as well as 
provide valuable infomiation for schoo! improvement planning. 

. Unlike the MarYland Functional Tests, which measure minimum competency among high . 

school students in six s\lbject areas, the High SchoolAssessment would be designed to be more 
rigorous and meaningful to students and thus better prepare them for the variety ofchallenges . 
they vvill encounter in life and in their careers. As the High School Assessments come on line 
beginning with the ClaSs of2004, the Functional Tests ate scheduled to be gradually phased out. 

Since their inception, the assessment tests have been the focus of a 3 S-member wk force 
and the subject ofdoz~ ofpublic meetings across the state he14 to gather feedback from 
parents. teachers, stud~nts, and others involved in developing the tests. The results ofthose 
meetings were also reported today to the State Board. 

More than I,80P people attended more than 40 meetings to discuss the High School 
, Assessments. Among ~e issues raised by the public, educators, and others included the 

~ 

-More-' 
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importance of'bigh ac.ademic standards, how the assessment would be used, how the tests would 

be administered. and &1tematives to the tests for students who do not successiUlly complete them. 


''The compl~ty and volume ofdecisions that must be made on th~se questions and others , 
about the High School Assessment demand mat we proceed with caution and common sense," 
said Dr. Nancy S. Gt~mick, State Superintendent ofSchools. "The intent oitha Board and ofthe 
Department is to create assessments that are fair, challenging. and meaningtUl for every high 

" 	 , 

school student in Maryland," 	 , , 
'Among the questions the Board was requested to consider and resolve next mont,h are 


issues such as whether passing the exams would be a prerequisite for graduation, the number of' 

tests to be developed/ and whether it would be acceptable, to have three annual test ' 


, administrations with ~e-up sessions for each tests fot those students who do not pass on the 
first attempt. ~ ,I ' 

"These are ~bng the most important and far..reaching deliberations and decis~ons this 
Board will likely ever:1make," said Christopher T. Cross~ President olthe Maryland State Board of 
Education. "There win be a lot ofthought and reflection that will go into these decisions so that 
we may be assured or.a plan that will uuly challenge all our students and help each oithem to 

i 

reach their full potential. It 

The test optioits were designed with assistance from the Co]]ege Beard I Educational 
Testing Service ofPnhceton. N.J., a gro~p noted for it~ administration ofthe \Videly-used 
Scholastic Achievem~t Tests. The CBIETS'repon on design options for the High School 
Assessment outlined fcur proposed test designs for th~;~oard's consideration: 
'II PortfolioPlu~: A year.long portfolio ofstudent work would be scor~d by a classroom 

teacher and cqmbined with a 2-3 hour assessment scored centrally. 
Preparation Plus: This assessment would draw: upon common learning experiences in a 
2-3 hour standardized assessment involving "real-world" applications. 

• 	 CombiDatiOD; Studenu would be ask~ during a 2·3 hour assessment to use documents. 
laboratory res~ts. or other tools to answer a series of constructed-response questions. 

• 	 Limited Com'biDatioa: This assessment type would use challenging machine~scorable , 
questions ind :~wers in a 2-3 hour test. 
Should the B~ard choose a design option and complete its series ofdecisions in FebNaty. 

the State Department ;ofBducation is scheduled to be~ accepting proposals from bidders Cor test 
development in April.:At the same time, MSDE will be~ working more intently 'With local 
school systems to detennine what they need, such as training, instNctiol1al adjustments, etc., in 
order to prepare for the High School Assessments. 

c '###. 
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MARYLAND:PARTNERSHIP FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING K-16 
MarylarlC!. Stllte Departmen~ ofEducation.c:;;;l. Maryland HigheT Education Commission ~ UnivCBity of MaryllTld Systems 
N6f1q GrtfSlflid. SuperlnUlldMlPairlcla 110"1$£0110. SecrBlllry Donald ungmberg, Chmrcellor 

" 

200 WUI Bnltlmore Srreet Phone: 410·767·0J68 
BQlulflo,6, MD JJJ01..JSIJS FAXl 410-333-J861 

MARYLAND K-16 PARTNERSHtP STATEMENT 

The K-16 Partnership is a :bold departure from traditional education refonn, heralding a new and 
substantive collaboration lJIIlong leaders in the business co~unity, K-16 edUcation. and local and state 
government. This unprecedented alliance is critical to the creation of a new community of learning that 
strives for all of its members to achieve the highest levels ofexcellen~e throughout all levels of 
eduoation and in the workPlace. Building on the reforms inaugurated by the Maryland State Department 
of Education and the Maryland Higher Education Commission, this new Partnership derives its strength 
from the diversity of its members, who bring to the Partnership their unique perspectives, expertise, 
resources, and needs. 

, , 

Schools must have the high standards needed for our students to develop and adapt to an increasingly 
technological world, preparing all students for work and life-long learning. Higher education must take 
seriously its obligation to educate new teachers who have the lplowledge, skin, md confidence to teach 
in tomortow's classrooms, and together in partnership with IDeal school systems engage in the 
continuous professional development of teachers. General education experiences in higher education 
institutions must prepare qur future leaders by instilling an understanding oftechnology. an appreciation 
of the arts and humanities; and a profound respect for diversity. Academic majors must link 
requirements with career ~xpectations. Businesses must be engaged in the development of standards and 
curriculum throughout K-16 education that give students the knowledge and capability they will need to 
adapt to a workplace that ~s changing at an extraordinaIy rate) and provide meaningful jobs that enable 
students to use these skillS,. Businesses must instill and affirm an ethic of life-long leaming in their 
workforce and actively supPort their employees in their educational goals. State and looal government 
officials must thoughtfully allocate resources to ensure that they are used in the most effective way 
possible to achieve these goals, and remove policy and legal barriers to the collaborations necessary to 
attain them. Further, all must bear responsibility for ensuring that our students are prepared to accept 
their responsibilities as citjzens-as active participants in the ~ocial, cultural, and political life ofour 
State, nation, and world. ; 
'. ~.. 

The success of the Partnet~hip also depends on necessary change. significant improvement! and constant 
assessment. Standards at ~very level must retain rigor and relevance. Assessments must be developed to 
provide meaningful evalu~tions of student perfonnance and to evaluate how well students are supported 
in their efforts to meet the~e standards. The Partnership will address and develop strategies for 
strengthening K-16 standards, competencies, and assessments, the professional development of teachers, 
and community engagement in the K-16 initiative, 

Acting individually, theseiPartners could not achieve any of these goals. Each is an essential and equally 
important contributor to toe Partnership. Further, nothing ean be done without the active support and 
engagement of the comlmj.nity at large and parents in particular. The most critical task of the PartIiership 
is to foster opportunities ft;>r members to establish comprehensive and substantive collaborations that 
enable all stakeholders to engage in the far-reaching changes needed in our education system. The 
Partnership will enabJe the State of Maryland to create an educational system that gives its citizens the 
skills they will need to lead productive and fulfilling lives. 

parr.scmt,kI6 
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Md. Educators Weigh Rate 
Of Failure for Planned Exams 
Students May Have to PaJs 10 Tests to Graduate,' 

By Dan Beyers and Lisa Frazier 
W't.Soblll~ t'alt 'i.~ 'iilriun 

Ie ~ Just a tiny note to explain ,a 
budget estimate. but few comments In 
the 'J63.-page report delivered to the 
Maryland State Board of Education Last 
week seemed to sum up so succinctly 
the stakes involved in the state's deci­
sion to develop a set of final e:wns reo 
quired (or fligh school graduation. 

M.l\sswnes 50 percent repeat rate 
during the first five operational years 
and 20 percent. thereafter." the noce 
said in justifying costs that could reach 
$23 million a year. 

The prospect that half of all Mary­
land high school srudents might fail one 
of the 10 new final exams the sl'.<Ite 
wants to develop is drilring much of the 
debate over how co launch the testing 
program, State education officials are 
:>cheduJed next month to decide what 
shape the re:;[ing will take, and par­
t'nB, school offkials and even [he 

stale's consultants already have. apo 
pealed to boatdmembers to ~ 
starting with a simpler. less ngortlLIS 

set of tests ar delaying the 'Ilbole. 
thin . 
~e Worst-case scenario is tQ set 

the bat e.:aremety high, then in the 
face of protests or legal challeDges 
haVE: to retre3t,q said Wayne J. Ca­
mara. a research scientist with dill 
New Yot\<'·l.:lased College Boant.I.-­
profit 'group [hilI ollet'sees ~ 
standardized testing. He was h:in!d bJ 
the state to analyze the testing ~ 
ai. ''You risk losing some of the politic:i 
::;uI'P()rt you had for the tests.~ . 

Maryland's str\lggle to deSIgn the. 
new tests reflects [he difficulties fared.. 
by many states throughout. the coun~ 
as they "tare similar c.ampaJgn8 to falSe 

academic standards. 
Maryland is basing much of its re­

form effort on requiring studentS to 

' 

, 

. ~ 

~; 

_ 10 exams at the end of courses in 
English. math. science and histo~. 
The ri1aDdate would take effect :.JI'Ith 
the graduating Class of 2004. which is 
now in the fifth grade. . 

Only New York. which last year an­
nonDCed plans to raise (estillg stan­
dards by requiring all students to pass 
the state's more rigorous horiors ex­
ams established ~y the state Board (If 
Regents by 1999. is attempting a test­
ing program comparable to Ma~y­
land's, Virginia, by contrast, is planning 
to require only 11 th-graders to take 
one graduation exam that will include 
questions frOm aU the basic subjett ar­
ea.s. . 

"This is really uncharted territory: 
said Daniel KoreU!. senior social scien­
tist Cot the Rand 'Institute on Education 
and Training in the District. -Even.if 
Maryland is phenomenall~ s~ 111 
its education refonn, you re still g01l1g. 

, to have 1101: of kids who fall below the 
threshold due to the Wide variability of 
student performance in any school or 
S1·stem.... .... 

Determining where to set pas.smg 
rateS for the new tests ~is obviously of 
prime importance," said Christopher 
Cross. president of [he Slate Board of 
Education and executive director of the 
,District-based CoW'lCil (or Basic Educa­
tion. "But so is having a diploma that 
demonstrateS yOU ha..'e mastered the 
core Iea.min~ goals we've established,~ 

Crosa said tie does not e~ the 
ell3fllS to stop large numbers of stu­
dents from &etting a diploma because 
they will be given multiple chances to 
pass each test. But the need ,to ~ce 
the desire for high standa.rUs IIgaJ1'lst 

concem abollt failure rates may le~ 
the board to ofter different types of di­
plomas. he said. One might reflect ba­
sic 'competency based on test scores. 
while a SO<:aUed. -meritorious" diploma 
iNght reflect a higher level of proti­

. Cieuq, 


The state board's consw[a!l[S .,ug­
gested other oplions. The ooacd could 
phase in the number of tests ~ [hat 
students are required [0 pas.~ onJy, fiay. 
three at first, giving school districts 
ume to adjust to the change. Or the 
state cOuld set passing scores lower in 
the irUtiaJ years and rarcher up [heir 
standards over time. The state could 
even play with the way gra~~atlon is 
detennined: Instead of reqwnng stu­
dents to pass aU the tests. the state 
could allow students to combine their 
:scores (0 meet some threShold. That 
w(l1!d allow srudenrs Who do poorly on 
one exam [0 recover ...ith is high $Core 
Of! another, 

Cross noted. however, that the con­
cerns are siiniJar [0 [he ones expressed 
in the early 19865 when Maryland in· 
stituted functional exams measuring 
basic competency in reading. marb, 
writing and citizenship (or runth~, 10th­
and 11th-graders. No one complains· 
atort the functional exams anymore 
because passing rates exceed 80 per­
cent. he said. Similar performance 
gains are possible with the new exams. 
he' said. adding chac he hopes any ~IJ· 
dent receiving a diploma can step nght 
in[O college. . . 

But many parents and school offi­
cia.l& question the assumption that high 
scm needs to prepare every srudent 
ror college. And many are skepcK:a! 
that the state will provide school dis­
trlClS with aU the resources they need 
to deal with the potentially large num­
bers of students who would fail the ex­
am3 and need remedial help.· . 

.' "We think it can have a detrtment.al . 
effecr,w said Leroy Tompkins. chief ad­
rn.inis[ra[or for insrrucrion in Prince 
GeOrge's CountY. "It almost 5ertainly
will increase the dropout rate. 

More ••• 
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Failure Rate 
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continued•• • 

·Pnn,·..: C'l:.'\')rge·~ Couney Aoard oi 
Edu.:itl,un member Ah ,n Thornton 
(Olstt'lct 71 put it this W"3~ 4tf we are 
willing (0 hold our children account­
tlble. We can h()ld our children accoWlt­
tlole. As long as lhe gap exists hetween 
the wealth of the scate of Maryland and 
[he amount it :;pends on its children. 
00"'" cap we justify holding children at­
countabler 

There are other con,ems about the 
new test~ beyond the.\r effe<:t on gr:adu·. 
arion rare$. Montgomery County 
school officials said they WOlTY that the 
,;tate"s te~ts could force them to re­
V(I.!'lP their curriculum-:iuipping 
them of the control they have over 
what is taught in county' schools. Mont­
gomery, tor instance. traditionally has 
required srudents ro take cwo semes­
ters of algebra with a ii.naJ exam at the 
end of each semester. The single alge­
bra exam mandated by the stare could 
effectivelv force the countY to discard 
its tW~~ r~glmel\: wmch. counti 
official.. ;:;aid cO~'efS more material than 
the state is contemplating. 

·We had hOped to fold their test into .~ 
Qurs and ·,work as partners: said Joy I. 

Odom. :.:oordinator for litudent exams '. 
lJl MontgQmery. ~ 

"We'r~ headed for a :ltate-mandated I . 

cumcuIwn.· said Joseph .,. Headman'· 
Jr.. princIpal at Winston Churc:h.ill High 
5-.:hool III Potomac and co<ha.innan of 
it (~::Im of Mon(gomery educators' 
;tudyin~ (he ~(ate e!<am program. -l'm ' 
',err concerned we are moving ahead 
to') fast." 

(amara, of rhe CQllege Bcla.rd. said 
there are practlcid reasons for not de­
veloping different tem for different 
school s~·s(erns. Such \'anety could 
open the state to challenge by a parent 
whl> iIrgues tl!.a[ one test iii tasier than 
another. 

Karl Pence. president of the Mary-
1;'lnd State Teachers Association. said 
he! remains concerned about what kind 
of questions the test will ask. The state . 
currently uses performance-based 
(ests for grades 3. 5 and 13 that require 
:.tudents to work.. in groups and that 
feature opE!rH!nded questions for a,,­
ses.iing whether students know how to 
pu.t what tbey learn to practical use. 
The test:! are intended (0 reform' ele­
mentary school and middle school in­
~tructiOfl. 

But state te~t officials are leaning to­
ward multiple-choice exams for [he 
high school tests because they cantle 
;)Cored faster and are Ies.i ilubjective to 
administer. 

hI'n\ afraid we might have a malfWlc­
tion junction ii "'e're not careful: 
Pence said. 

FOil MORl INfORMAll0.. .a.:J 
To com/NJ'~you, county's tlIJ/Jroge, 
Scltalartic ASS€ssment Test XO"S" 
with those 0/ other counties in the ' 
area. click On the aooVe symbtJJ on the 
1'0111 /Xlgt of The Post's site on the 
World Wide Web at 
http://UJww.l(whillgtonpo.st.com 

, . 
j 
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I Q: Do public .schools 

I need state-mandated 

I educatimnal standards? 

! ' ' 
I 
I 
! 

By CHRISTOPHER T. CROSS educacors and smcientS accountable. Third.I 
, 

Yes: Standards spur Cmss is p,eside"t of , standards promote educational equity by 
Ihe Council/of' Basic demandin8- That all students achieve at student achieve­ £ducaJiolf a,," ,nc . high levels. finally, they help guide efforts 
."rfatyland Board (If to m~asurc student Ilchievement. inlproveEtiuctlliotf. and led t/rl(ment and hold edUI!" teacher mining and develop more effec­el.uccJional. ;nili.uJi'k~ 
oJ tire Bu:;ill(t'SS R/JIl,~ tive curricula and instructional s[T'ategies.cotors accountable:: tablefrom 1991·94. In {he ab~ence of academic standard,,_ 

academic content is shaped by publishersfOfpublic monies. ~ of textbooks and tests. Many educators 
I have eondudtd that dlis contc:nt is trivial,; 

With standards so well accepted i~ our society. why are and superficial. Their opinion is supported by the largest inter­
they so resisr.ed in education? :: national study' of student achievement e",rer taken.. the Third 

Standards are everywhere. Feder~l standards protect the International Malhematics and Science Study in t996. The 
air we breathe, the U'atet" we drink and the medication we take. study compared the mathematics and science achie .....ement of 
Radio, television and pi lots and planes aU are subject to fed­ eighth~grade stUdents from 41 countries and analyzed each of 
end :>tamJanb. Automobile mechanicslveterinariallS, lawyers. , the countries' curricula. textbooks and teaching. American stu­
plumbers and even hairdressers and barbers must meet stan­ dents performed slightly better than average in science and 
dards set by .:itates. below average in mathemaric:s. The authors of the study 

, Why do we have standards in these and other areas'? AS a vvarned chat lack ofa coherent vision ofhow to t:ducate U.S. 
society, we are dedicated to maintaiping excellence in the stud¢tlts in mathematics and scie,nce resulted in unfocused cur­
resourteS and services we depend on;' we want to hold gov­ ricula and textbooks that failed to define clearly what is, 
ernment and business accountahle for ensuring our high 'lual­ intended to be taught. 

ity of life. Why thi!n, are we willing to accept an education l\cadelni~ :itaudards providi: students. teachers and parent::; 

sy:=;tem that has no publicly accepted ~tandards? a clear set of objectives for what srudents should know and 


It seems that citizens expect but do not demand a great be able to do at various points oftheir educational CflrecfS, For 
deal trom public education. We hopu that it provides the example, Cln¢ math standard might state: By the end offounh 
knowledge and skills students nec:d ,to beC(lme productive grade. all students will be able to add. sub[T'act. multiply and 
rnembers in the workforce and in our democracy. We would divide fractions. Students would have a concrete goal to work 
like public education to convey a sense of what it means to ((IWdrd arid teache:n; wOilld have a fr.unework for developing 
be, an American. And we would be pI'!!ased if public educa­ curricula a,nd .assessments thar accurately measure stUdent 
tion' reSl.llt~d in srudents' appreciation; for culrurc and id.:a~. achievement. ParentS wOl.lh.l hit'lle an understanding of the spe­
Bm how docs one veritY whether iitu&ms are learning what cific goals their children are working toward which WQuid 
they need? How does one help .studentS and ~hooIs improve'! all()\N' them to increase their panicipatiQn in [he !Gaming 
How do educators ensure [hat no student is left b~hmd'! process. Finally. future employers and the American public in 

Academic standards - ~talement:;ithat describe what all general would have a dearer senSe ofrhe expectations for :=;ru­
1

students should know and be able to do1by the time they reach dents of differeftt ages. 

specified grade levels -- addr.ess thest! queSTions in !<)ur Wirhout smn'aards. citizens ca~n()t know wherher students 

imponant ways. First. standards :<;ct cl,ear. high e~pectation:; art: learning ei~ential material because no one can speciry 

r~')r sruden[ac:hiCt'c:1l1cnt. SC:l.:onli they provide a basi,S 1:0 hold what that matedal is. Similarly. [he (COlltinued urr p<{IJr! 16) 
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public cannot know whether a school's educational program 
is effective, because there is nothing againSt which it can be 
measured. 

This lack of accountability has eroded the public's faith 
in public schools: A 1995 survey·'found that almost half of 
Americans believe that it is possible to get a high-school 
diploma without learning even the most basic :;kiUs. M.mY 
[eacht.>fs agree there is a problem, b4t, interestingly. in a recent 
'survey conducted by the Am¢ricara Federation or Teachers. 
44 percent of teachers said that th~y promoted undeserving 
srudents because there were no 1stan~ . 
dards to hold them accounTable. :~ 

Refusing to hold sn.:d~nts acco~r.able Refusing to hold reforms to be effective. they must be 
tor learning sends the message to~c:hil. centered on a common set of goals and 
dren that they need. not work hard odeam students accoutiJ­ coordin:.t.:d to work in unison. By deCm­
ussential infonnatiol\ and skills; it allows ing what we expect of students, stan:­able for leamiIlg
schools to ignore the needs offailing sru­ danis Serve as a road map to guide these 
d~ms: and it detracts from the value of a refonns.'sends the Dlessage
high-school diploma.. With stan~rds. But who should develop {he standards 
schools have a basis to measure sniqent that thcv need not and bow should they be chosen? Stake­
achievement, an objective measure .,,,'ork hard or learn holders include business kaders, educa­
against which srudents can be assc~sed tors. parents. citizens and students them­
to determine whether they need Snl3ter essential infol1na­ selve$ - all have a strong interest in 
assistance before moving on to the next determining what studentS should know 
grade:. Standards also provide the b'asis tion and skills. and be able to do. And meaningful. effec­

would understand and appreciate the value of a high-school 
diploma. , ;: . . .. . 

Acadeiriic s;tandards also will lead to other neceSsary edu­, . 
cationall'cforms that. taken together, will significantly raise stu­
dent achie'vement. Highly qualified tc'dchcl'S mu.« be teeruit­
cd, educated in the subjecrs they tT:'dc:h and trained to ktlO\lV thl!! 
most effe<:tive insiructional strategies. Teachers need to be eval­
uated. and those who are unqualified must be let So. Resources 
mu.<:t be reallocated to focus on classroom instruction and stu­
dent learning. Tests must be created to assess student learning 

. and strategies must be dcvelop\;Q for srudenlS. who fail to meet 
the academic g031s, Finally. :schools and dismcts must engage 
parents and community members to ensure suppott for refonns 

and public responsibility for the educa­
tion of alt students. rn order for theg~ 

for the public to assess the cffectivebess 
. of schools in preparing students to ~eet explicit goals. 

Low-income students who do no~ perform well in school 
appear to sutler the most from the a6.sence ofstandards. Stu­
dents in poverty-stricken schools often receive trood grades 
despite poor skills and lirtle undcrst~llding ofb~ic facts. A 
199:l Department ofEducation study' concluded that SIud.ems 
in poverty-stricken schools who redeive mostly A's in Eng­
lish read only as well as "C" and "D" srudents inaffiuent 
schools. Similarly. smdents receivi4g mostly A'~ in mathe­
matics in poveny-stricken schools p2rlorm in math about the 
same as "0" students in affluent schools. 

Without standards, there is no bepchmark against which 
student performance is measured. (allowing srodents and 
teachers in one dassroom to settle for ~rfonnance that wtlllid 
not be acceptable in another school or classroom. 

Grade inflation in povert)'-stri~ken schools not only 
hurts students. but it incurs rca(7economie cOSts. for 
instance. in recent years one result nas been an increase in 
the percentage of students who qual\1)r for colleg~ but who 
require remedial course work once enrolled. In Maryland 
an estimated $17 milIion was iJ:)ent last year in l'Iublk col­
leges and universities to help students gain .skills they 
should have learned in high school. This money would be 
better spent helping all students to ~eet higher standards 
before they graduated trom high school. Students nor only 
would be prepared ror posts;econdary education. but for the 
responsibiliTies ofa career 3nd civic Ii£.:. ~(oreo'li'er. employ­
ers. COllege-admissions officers, the public and :irudcnts 
. . I 
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tive st.arl.dards must represent Ii consensu.'i 
of all these groups~ Government, as the manifestation of our 
democratic process, can lead stakeholders to begin this process. 
State govefmrlcnt. in particula.r. is uniquely siruated to bridge 
local and riaii9nal intereslS in the development of meaningful 
standards. School districts can and do use the state standards 
as a starting· Roint for their own more localized.. more rigl1r­
ow, requirements. That's what happened in Chicago thiee years 
ago: Educators and community representatives defineU :stan­

. dard~ that ex~eeded the H1inois stlte goals. 
State gQvemments also have It g~at deal of legal authori­

ty to ell$t.Ire educational quality. The Constirution grants the. 
states the authority to provide free education to all children. 
The Supreme Court has upheld this authoritY. acknowledging 
states' fundamcnral interesls in enslll'in8 that children are 
educated to be productive individuals and responsible citizens.. 

The court has asserted thaT "education is perhaps the most 
important function of sI2Jeand l\)cal governments (as] it is 
the very fOQ'1,darion of good citizenship" (Bn)....." .: Board of I 
Education). In~other deCIsions, the COI.l11 has held that "pro- ·1 
vi~ing publ.id~fhool:s rank:> at the very apex of the function 
ofa state" (Wis'c.:m.sJ'1 v. }Oder). and that one objective ofcdu- I 

cation is "the i~culcalion offundamental values necessary to I 
the mainten...'mce ofa democratic system" (Belire/School Dis- I 
[ricr ,Vo 403 .: boser ). The :letting of academic standards. i 
we have argued. h~lps states to meet Iheir responsibility. . i 

There is some early evidence to suggest that rigorous. St~- ! 
dards aligned with meaningful assessments can raise the I 
quality of the education ~ystenl. Cornell U niv~rsity Profes- I 
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sor john Bjshop examined state!'. nations and provinces that 
n;quired students to pass i:xams tied to their curriculum at the 
end ofhigh school. He di~.:overed that sueh systemS had high­
er standards for beginning teachers. paid higher teacher 
salaries.. Targeted more re'sourcl!s on C(1re instructional nme::­
tions. had students u.TIoscored hil;!her in mathematics and 
geography and employed nlore tea~hers with a major in the 
subjecT that they teach. ~, 

Ac.\demic standards. however, arc not the silvc-r bullet fur' 
improving public education. The setting of academi~ Slane 

daTds does not mean that all or even most students sudden-

other pejorative if they adpUt publicly what C"Ieryone willing 
to look at the facts rec~zes privately, 

The naivete that~.es the standardsmovement isevi· 
dent froin the track reconfof its major proponenls, Inasmuch 
as they do not view- the l'ublic-scbool monopoly as amajor pro!>­
km, they are under some Pre..~ to identify the obstacles to 
raising the le'o'els of edu~iona.l achievement "High stan­
dards" meets this need. ne teachers' unions are always happy 
with an ~ational diagn6sis !.hat ignoteS their responsibility 
for the stare of' U.S. educanon. The practical impossibility of 

, adopting and implernenttng high standards for everyone will 
keep the reache~' unions off the hook for several years to come. 

What will happen is thoroughly predictable. States that adopt 

"W" ,','I' " " 

I 

high-school standards and ,try to impose 
rugh stakes for fail1lJ'e to fulfill them will 
encou!Il¢r :. firewall of criticism. The: 
aJ'b'WTlertt will be made - &nd already is 
being made - that it is unfair to expect 
all students to fulfill high sum,dards unless 
there is equality oflooming opponunity. 
To achieve equality oflearning oppontl­
nity, \lie must allocate huge!eipendirutes 
for remediation. Bythe time tluS argumenT 
is played out. another 5 or) 0 years will 
go by - plenty of time tu c'ome up with 
another excuse to maiotau} the public­
~(;hool nlonopoly. .~ 

Actually. ifthe supporte~:ofhigh stan­

' 
 j ;~, 

Educati0nal
, R; 

stan..
'Id d o,\'erar s are 

todav than' in the 
."ast because of 
e·· &ol1's to adJply the 
hi!!,

'-." 
h . sfanards to 

laracr and laraer ~, . ~,school POI,luI,a:'tions. 
dards for all ~Ildents really ~licved in the: ' 

,possibility. they should be p.romoting a show-<:a5e example to 
support their position. They $hould identify a Slate or a few dis­
triots large enough to testlhc:hypothesis that all children. except 
fot a small minority. can acliieve at world-<:lass levels. Instead 
cfdribbling away a f(!'ll,' dollars in thousands ofschool districts. 
let LIS fmd out how much it would cost to enable all children to 

meet high standards. Does it cost $1,000 more per pupil'? 
$5.0007 $25,000? Whateveqhe cost. let's get on v,ith the exper­
iment Perhaps the fouruiatioqs that are t:ryine t" convince us that 
all children can learn at VrQrld:Class levels will be willing to invest•the millions required to test the-ir rhetoric. 

Swely. ifsjgnificant diffctenc::es in student achievement are 
due to 1.IlICCjual oppol"tUIUties ~P learn, lets find out what it would 

February J7, 1997; 
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Iy'are going to meet them. The adoption ofair-qualiry stan,.', i3:~i 
duds did not suddenly improve the quality ofair in 1,0:; Ang.;:-, i ::£~;" 
ks. A great deaJ of work and new Techllologie~ went into I''''; 
reducing the pollutants that came from automobiles and fae- ,-::: 
tori~s. The work 31'lO tcchl101ogu:s, hOUl~ver. ~eT'C guided and 1, c 
coordinated by the air-quality standards. Similarly. content " "­
standards are a necessary staning poim toward meaningful 
education reform and increased stUdenr achievement. ., ' 

-----,-----,-1
$cQn Joft!LS. a policy analyst at the Cou.ncil for Basic. Educa·' 'I 
nOll. contributed to this essay. . I" 

'.l.:' \!~~;,' 

. ." 

tost to equalize the opportunities. If it takes one tcachel' pel' 
child. so be it. But will the average citizen sign on to astro­
n?mical nev,: expenditures in public education to get this out­ I 

rcome? Would many parents and taxpayers prefer the altema. 
, rive ofhome schooling or schOOl vouchers to obtain the same I, 
re~lt outside the public-school system? i 

In my opinion, the $1andards movement is a1T-aid to raise !
these questionS. because it fears. and rigbtiy so, that the answer 

to,them will undennine its egalitmlan a."Sumptions. Educational 

standards are lower today than in the past precisely bc!cause of 

futile efforts to apply the high sWldards for college admission 

to~larger and larger school populations. 


i True. a~emic acceleration is desirable. Bur the fea.-.ibili­

, . 
i :; 

ty ofhigher standards leading to acceler­
ation is only one dimension ofa comple~ 
problem, Ie is very unlikely that states will 
reduce the duration offormal education; , 
teacherunioru;' opposition pn.,bablywill 

be sufficientto block that highly desirdble 
option. On the other band if substantial 
nwnbcrs ofsl\ldents enroll in <.:ollee.es at 

ases 14<lJ1d 1S inStead ofl7andIS.O'le 
has to v..'Onder about the ability ofthe col­
leges to manage such adiverse agegroup 
in the same academic en.... ironment. 

The: standards movement olfers what 

essentially is asratistapproach to lheilOsue 
ofacceleration. Its proponents argue that 
students should not be allowed to go to 

worlc.j until they have completed a lengthy period offormal edu­
catiop with a piece ofpaper at the end ofthe process - a high­
school diploma or "certificate ofmastery," 

BUf why protect the education monopoly this ,,:a1''? if edu­
catip!'l had to compete against the work option. the competition 
Wtmld force the schools to demonstrate and continue to demon­
SlT.ile that more formal education was preferable to getting a 
job -- nClt the case for mjUions of students. In all the rhetoric 
a.bout st.,'U!14:iards. 'W'C should not overlook the faCt that most of 
what \I,e know and use on the job does not come from formal 
education. Furthermore. we could do a great deal to equali7.e 
lifetime incomes it'young people nOT interested in extended for­
mal; education could go to work sooner. • 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 7, 1997 

MEET WITH MEMBERS OF THE MARYLAND EDUCATION COMMUNITY 
, 

DATE: February 10, 1997 
TIME: 10:40 am - 10:50 am 
LOCATION: Maryland State House 
CONTACT: Michael Cohen 

PURPOSE: 

To meet the heads ofthe key education groups in Maryland. 

n. 	 BACKGROUND: 

Prior to your speech, you will briefly meet approximately 20 leaders in the Maryland 
education community. This group is inclined to be very active in supporting your call for 
new national standards given the progress Maryland has made in this area. This is an 
opportunity to encourage these educational groups to endorse Y9ur initiative. 

m. 	 PARTICIPANTS: 
The President 
Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools 
Christopher Cross, President, State Board ofEducation 

, (*Formerly an Assistant Secretary ofEducation in the Bush Administration, who 
worked on standards initiatives. He is supportive ofyour standards proposal.) 

Robert Kirkley, President, Maryland Association ofBoards ofEducation 
Dr. Paul Scott, President, Maryland Association ofElementary School Principals 
Sherri-Le Bream, President, Maryland ASsociation of Secondary School Principals 
Deborah Montgomery, President, Maryland Middle School Association 
Kenneth Lawson, Associate Superintendent, Anne Arundel County Public Schools 

Student: Jeremy Hsieh (prnnc.: sha), 8th grade student, Severna Park Middle School 
Teacher: Mary Beth White, 8th grade Math teacher, Severna Park Middle School 

Carmella Veit, President, MD Congress ofParents and Teachers' 
Bill Middleton, Vice President, Public School Superintendent'S Association ofMD 
Karl Pence, President, Maryland State Teachers Association 
Marcia Brown, President, Baltimore Teachers Union 
David WIlliams, Nafl Foreign Language Teacher of the Year, Dumbarton Middle School 
Ms. Alex Pruner, President, Maryland Association of Student Councils, 
Ron pfeiffer, Assistant Maryland State Superindent for School and Community Outreach 
Edward F. Mitchell, Immediate Past President, Maryland Chamber ofCommerce 
Susan Traiman, Director of the Education Initiative, National Business Roundtable 

(*Formerly the Assoc. Director and then Director ofEducation at the NGA). 
Buzz Bartlett, Director ofCorporate Affairs Lockheed Martin 



IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS: 
- The President shakes hands and briefly meets each individual. 

V. PRESS PLAN: 
Closed Press. White House Photo. 

VL REMARKS 
None required. 



MARYLAND EDUCATION EFFORTS 


Standards: As a result ofstate education refonn initiatives over the last five years, Maryland has 
become known for having high standards. Education Week's report card gave Maryland in 
Standards and Assessments a 100010 rating. Part ofthe state's education refonn efforts included 
developing a test called the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP), which 
measures how well students are meeting these standards by testing their reading, writing, 
language, math, science, and social studies skills. TheAdministration's proposal for national 
voluntary tests in reading and math is very compatible with the MSP AP: 

Charter Schools: There are no serious charter schools bills pending in the legislature, although 
there are advocates for' charter schools legislation in the legislature and on the State Board of 
Education. Chris Cross, the President ofthe Maryland State Board ofEducation and several other 
Board members have been attempting to promote charter schools legislation for the past year. 
However, this proposal ran into opposition from the Public School Superintendent's Association 
ofMaryland and the Maryland Association ofBoards ofEducation. A Task Force appointed by 

. the State Board ofEducation concluded that local school boards already had sufficient authority 
to establish charter schools -- and several have been established in Baltimore City. Consequently, 
there are no current proposals in the legislature to authorize charter schools, though most 
advocates ofcharter schools believe legislation is needed in order to see any widespread 
development of new charter schools. 

Hope Scholarship: Governor Glendening introduced legislation to create the Maryland Hope 
Scholarship which will provide tuition, mandatory fees, and a book allowance to students who 
graduate from a Maryland high school with a "B" average and whose family income is below 
$60,000. 
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to: Mike Cohen i ,
fax #: (202) ~S6.70~8 


re: Maryland's e~ucation reform 

date: February 6. 1~97 


pages: IS, including 'this cover Sheet. 


. ,~', 

. Here is infonnation pronused on school reform in Maiyland: 
1. How Maryland Measures Up·.. a synopsis ofhow the state's education initiatives align 

with President Clinton's education goals and State ofthe Union address 
2. School Repol'\ Card Shows School. Student Gains -- news release on the 1996 school 

report card . 
3. MSDE Bulleti:n -- highlights of the report card 
4. Rising Expect~tions for Maryland Students -- the High School Assessment Program 

under de';'elopment 
S. State Board r~views options for High School Assessment •• Jan. 28 neWs release 
6. Maryland Partnership for Teaching and Learning K.. 16 

Please let me know ifyou. need additional information. 

From the desk of.. 

Ron Peine 
School & Community Outreach orne 

Maryland State Department of Educatio 
200 W. Baltimore S 

BaltImore, MD 21201 

(410) 767.047~ 
Fe: 410 333-2275 



HoW" MARYLAND MEASURES UP: 	 ./ 

A ~nops" ofho" Maryland's educ.atioJf i1'litiatives alit'l witll Presidcllt Clinton's- Educatioll Goals i,z the State of the Union Address 

Every sfale should adopt 
high national standards. 

• 	 The<FCderai Ciovemffient 
will lead an effOJl over the 
next two years to develop 
nat.ionallests ofstudent 
achievement in reading and 
math. 

.. :~- ". 

.. Maryland Schoel Pcrformaace Program (MSPP) 

For the past five years. through our school refonn miliative, the Maryland School Pqformaooe Progsam (MSPP), Maryland has 

already h~<bi~ stu,lc!ar.ds, as ~este4 to ~y d~~A(I~&)E~~~W~'s report car~,ga~<~al}'I~<.iI!.~~~~ 
Assessments. We have already developed a lest 10 measure bow \-.ell students are meeting those sfandants -the Maryland 
School Performance Assessment Program (MSPAP). MSPAP measures how wen schools are teac:bing students the reading. 
writing, language usage. malhematics, science, and soc:ial studies skills they need fur future careers. 

Maryland holds schools accountable to these standards through a variety ofmeasures. including our annual Mruyland School' 
Performanc:e Report, a "'"i-eport card" on our state's schools. ' 

In addjt.ion, the suggestion ofnational voluntmy tests in reading and mathematics is a good matm wilb Maryland's MSPAP. 
whidl very closely relates to the current Naliooal Assessment ofEdutalional Plogress both in tenns ofrigor and content. 

• Maryland's Proposed High School Aucssmmts 

With the p~sistam:e of the CoU~ge Boanhnd the Pew Charitable Trust, Maryland'sproposed High School Assessments \Vould. 

exlend lbe MSPP tlnough high sclIooL Tlie series of 10 end-of-oourse tests. including tIiree exams in English., tv.-o in malbeRuit:iCs, . 

two in science, and three in social studies. will gauge both school pedonnance and individual student perfonnance. Tirey will be 

graduation requirements beginning with the class of2004. 


+K-J6 Par1nenbip 
With support from the Pew Charitable Trust, MSDE. the MaryLmd Higher Educati~D Commission, and the Chancellor ofthe 
University ofMaryland System are ooDaborating in developing the K·16 partnership. The purpose ofthis partnership is the 
development ofa seamleSs system ofeducation between public schools and institutions ofbigher education that will allow 
Maryland students to move easily and directly form high sehool into lhe State' s colleges and universities. The partnership is 
\\forking to align oontcnt and performance standards of high schoo1s and higher education. 
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2. 	 To have the best schools, «00 Proposed Legislation 

we must have the best Currently, MSDE is supporting a bill (SB 460) which would constitute a focused strategy fur improving the quality of leaching in 
teachers. Maryland schools by establishing a three-year pilot program to provide state and local support for 48 teachers to pursue National 

Board Certificationevety year. The slate and local sYstem will pay the certification fees for these leachers. The bill also provides 
• 	 . Federal budget will enable · for a statewide staff development plan to utilize the skills and knowledge of these teachers. 


. 100,000 le8chers to seek 

certification through the .. Professional Development Schools 


·".~~..~-, .., .•,..,~.,.-NatioJ]alBoardJoc., .. .. ,.~'V .~.....In,additiOll,.1eaclter preparation and.professionatde1fclopmcntMe being aligned. with our:.schoohefurm efforts and our new. 
Professional Teaching assessments through 14 pilot professional development schools, involving partnerships between local school systems and higher 
Standards. education institutions. 

.. Business Partnerships 
· In oooperation with the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT), MSDE developed recommendations to revamp 
teadler professional development 

.. Teacher Licenlure 

No one is allowed to teach in a M'aiyland dassroom unless they have a Maryland teaching li«Dse, or are eligtble for one. 


J. 	We must do more to help .. Maryland School Perfonnanc:e Assesmaent Program (MSPAP) 
all our child..en read. In Maryland. third graders must have achieved the ability to read independently, and are tested on that ability through the third,: 

"':"'gradeadministrationoftheMSPAP,whicb focu~s. on both basic and higheroiderskins. .:. 
• 	 ne Amerita Reads 

initiative will use .. Even Start 
AmeriCorps volunteers and The Even Start Family Literacy Program focuses oli the family and provides participants with a program ofearly childhood 
college students to make. education, adult literacy. basic skill instruction, and parent education. ~e program currently serves approximately 160 children 
SW"e every child can read' ages 0-3 and approximarely 170 children ages 4-7. 

. independently by third grade. 

.. PareDt and Family rnvolvenrent Network 


• 	 A challenge to parents to MSDE bas developed a Parent and Family Involvement Network which includes parents, teachers, PTA presidenls and ether local 
read with Iheir children every liaisons to share best practWes for parent involvement. We participate in Partnership 2000, Jinking schools and communities 
night together to increase student achievement and our Special Education Parenl Training CenterS provide parenting skills training and 

·help parents meet the special needs oftheir children in school. 

.. Additional Assistance is Always Welt«lme . 
· Additional AmeriCorps volunteers to help some ofour bigh-risk children would still be ofgreat benefit 
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4. 	 Learning begins in the first 
daysonife. 

• 	 The budget will expand 
Head Start to one millirm 
children by 2002. 

will hold a oonference on 
early learning and the brain 
this spring. 

• 	 Vroc-Prcsident Gore and 
Mrs. Gore 'Will hold an 
annual family conference in 
June to make sure parents 
are lID active part of their 
children's learning. 

5. 	 Every state should give 
parents the powe .. to 
choose the right public 
sthool for their childrcn. 

• 	 The Budget will have 
additional funding for 
charter schcols. 

.. Early Intervention and Prevention Senires (EIPS) 
The Early Intervention and Prevention Services Initiative (EIPS) assists loc31 school sysaems in improving early learning 
programs servmg aU childJen ages 3 to 9. It directly addresses the first National Education Goal: ensuring that aD cbiJ.dreD start 
school ready to learn. The program's goal is to help schools and communities provide the most complcllensive and appropriate 
services possible for all young learners and their families and to heighten public awareness aboul1he programs that are available 
to hefp, 

As part ofEIPS, MSDE is working wi&h the Governor's Oflke 10 develop collaborative models between public schools and the 
Head Start pnlgJaJD. MSDE plUvides aeclmical assistance to schools looking 10 develop these models and serves on the Head Start 
CoHaboration Neb\mk Advisory Council. 

+ Extended Elcmentary Edu£'8hoU PrograDl (KEEP) 

The Extended Bbuentary Education Program (EEEP) serves over 8,000 four-year-ald children with learning opportunities., 

health. and other support servK:CS_ 


+ Mandatory KiDde..prleo 

Since 1992, Kindergarten has been mandatcry in Maryland ~ statewide. 


+Early Children Special Education Programl . _ .. 

Eady Children Special Education' PrOgrams, cooperative efforts ofMSDE, loCalsChool 'systems. and child Cafe providerS, ensure 

special education and services to children ",ith disabilities. The programs help to prepare children for prc-sdwol, ooominate 

servioosbctween Head Start and local schools. address their daily needs, and pl",ce them in the least restrictive school 

environment . 


• CIIarle.. Smols 

Maryland's 24 local sclmoJ systems are free to establish Charter s-chools, as evic.fe.rt«d by BaItim.ore City's plan to privatize 9 

schools., under an agreenI,ent that v.oould make the schools privately managed. but publicly funded imd still. acoountable in certain 

basic ways to Baltimore City Public Schools and the State. Individual school systems also create their Imll policies concerning 

school choice. 


. 	 , 

.	TIle State Board ofEducation's Task Foree on Charter Schools has detmnined that we have the authority in MarYland to 
establish Charter schools. ~ 
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6. 	 Character Education must 

be taught in schools. And 
we must continue to 
promote order and 
discipline ... 

No new Budget ilems. 
····"':':;r~.·-:-~··!."'!"".. · ..... 'I 

7. 	 We cannotexped our 
children to raise 
lhemsdves up in schools 
that are literally falling 
doWD. 

.. Statewide Character Education Initiative 
Matyland has instituted II statewide character education initiative, directed by tire State Character Education OtTscc. CmrcotIy, 

.Ihere are five comlY-wide pilot programs -Prince Gcotge's, Baltimore; Calvert and Frederick counties and Baltimore City. In 
these oounlies. each sWool has developed a character ed\N:aticn program to fIt its unique needs. In general, the program focuses 
on Ihe core ethical values which fonn the basis of a democratic society - respect. responsibility, trushll0I1hiness, caring. justice 
and fairness, and civic virtue and citizenship. 111is program is funded by a grant &om the U.S. Department of Education's Fund 
for the frnprovcment of Education: Partnerships in Character Education. 

I· .. ..,:;.:- -;:-......_' 	 ,-.-"._._,-_.,- ..<.•... - ·-·_oo~···· ~---,... ''',. -I-· 

+ School Order Bnd DiKipline Legislation 
In addition, the Governor's bill «School Order and Discipline" went into effect Octoba I. It c.ontains tough me3surcs to deal more 
aggressively with students who ftequently disrupt the learning of ather sludents, as weU as fimding for local efforts to solve their 
violence and disruption problems. Among other things, the law gives principals the authority to suspend shldents for up to 10 
day~ requires restitution from sIlIdents who damage property while violating the law, protects scl100l staff.from legal actioo when 
they by to preveDt violence. and requires state guidelines fer a code ofdiscipline. 

. + Service Learning . 
CurrenllY. Maryland is the only state in the counby that requires students to c.omplete 75 hoUrs ofstudent service as a requirement 
fur high school graduation. Each ofMmyland's 24 local school S}stems has developed its own service learning program, designed 
to help students understand many ofabe social issues they le.am about in school: In addition, service-learning helps students see 
their roles as citizens, and as actiyeparticipants in the solu1ions to some ofoUl" most critical problems as a oation. 

.' .- -.- . 	 . - -. - ­~ 

• School ConstnrdiDn Funding 
Currently, for FY 98 we have requests for over $310 million in scheol construction funding. Governor Glmdening has requested 
$138.4 million in his budget. This fedCl'a1 funding would aUow us to expand and extend school construction money at both the 
state and local level. . 
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Includes $5 billion in interest 
. subsidies 10 help 
communi~es futance $20 
billioo in school OOIIstruction 
over the nexl4 years. 
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Il 	We must make the 13th 

and J4th years of 
education •.. universal ••. 
we must OpeD the doors of 
toDege to aU Americans. 

o 	 America'sHOPE 
s:c:holarship,-.,2 yearSl,SOO. 
lax credit for ooUege tuition. 
which is enough to pay fer 
community ooIIege. 

9. 	 We must expand the 
frontiers oflearning across 
a lifetime. 

• 	 GJ bill fOr America' Ie 

workers to transfoJID many 
federal training programs 
into a simple *~~~.grant 
direcdy 10 workers: 

+Proposed Scholarship Propam 
Governor Glendening has proposed a Maryland HOPE scholarship (SB 231mB 493), which would pay the fuJI tuition at a 
Mmyland community college or university {or students in families with iooomes less than 560.000 who have a B average in high 
school and maintain that average in college. 

...... ~I-·.··· 
""".~'-" -.' ..': 

...., 
[;] 

~ .. 
~ 

lSI 
I\l 

.... 
l 
UJ 
n 
I 

I/O 

n 
~ 
:3 

+ Communily CoHege Career and Technology Programs . 
Mmyland has a variety ofCareer and Technology Programs in our Community CoDeges. some ofwhich prepare sbJdems for 
immediate employment. and others which pave the way fm- traosfer to a four year oollege. White high school students can eam 
college cmJit for these programs while still in high school, a slcill grant would defmitely benefit those adults who wish to return to 

·sdiool. 	 . 

.. School to Careers 
Care« Connedions is Mary.lan4·s comprebensive sdlool-to-C8feers sy~tern, supporting school reform,. wor.kfun.ie preparation. and 
economic development. The goal ofthe program is to CIlSUfC that aD high' school graduates are prepared to corer a cmer and/or 
bigher OOueaIKm. The program is funded by a kderal~aot o£$25.2 million over five years. ' 

+ Adult Education . 
In addition, MlIIYland is serving approximately 42,000 adults with adult basic education and high scheel aedentiating programs. 
These programs support workforce skiDs development and family and pareuting skills development aDd support helping these 
adults cam a high school diploma. Approximately 6.1 00 adults mnuallyearn their diploma lbrough the GED, and approximately 
400 cam their dipiOlIla through the Adult E:demal Diploma Program. In additioo. adult education classes in literacy skills and 

. high school completion are housed at homeless shelters throughout the slate. 
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10. We must bring the power 
ofthe information age into 
all our schools. 

A challenge to America to 
connecl eveI)' classroom for 
Inremet access. 

.. Educational Modernization Initiative 
Maryland accepted this chaUenge, and tlIrough NetWeekerrd wired approximately 600 schools for Internet a&:cess. The 
Educational Modemi.zaIiOll Initiative Technology in Schools is designed to increase the technology capabilities ofMaryland 
schools, and an additional 149 schools are scheduled to be added in theFY 98 budget In FY ')1, 54.5 million \~s spent on gO . 
project schools. nle initiative provides sdmols with a complete building wiring system.. as well as hardware. software, and funds 
for staff training. Maryland aJso receives federal funds to support school technology through the Technology Literacy Challenge 
Fund. 

•• :'.~' •••• <", - ~~, • 

.. Businesl Partnerships 
MSDE and the MilIYland Business Roundtable for Education (MBRT) have devcloped The Maryland Plan for Technology in 
Education? a ddaired plan fOl' education .eclmology in Maryland's scheols. Norman R. Augustine. President and CEO of lite 
Lockheed Martin CorpOJation, was the first president of the MBRT and is a strong supporter of Maryland's school reform. 

....;:.j. • ....: .~ 

...., 
bj 
I:s:l 
0'1 

.. 
\.0 
--J 

I:s:l 
N 
..... 
~ 
3: 

~ 
:r: 
Il<> 

n 
~ 
3: 

o 
~ 
;;0 

'ti 
n
:r: 
A ..... 
I:s:l 

!JJ 
W 
W 

~ 
--J 
Ul 

-u 
--J 

A Maryland Stale Depaa1m~1 oiEducation: How.Mary>land Measures Up - Page 6 



.• 'FEB 06 '97 02: 20PM SCH & COMM OUTREACH 410 333 2275 
P.B 

2DO lII'aslAJlbMn Sl'I'ci!t 
1J4ft1lt"'6. JrlGiylt2ft1i 21;,oJ . 

EMBARGOED far Relea. For more inforrTlation: Ronaid Pemer (41 0) 767·0473 
December 12. 1996 -1.. 10 a.m. 

_..School Report Card Shows School, Student Gains 
"Sd/(JIJ/ RttllJf:m Is WtJlkinlj " $sys Statll Superintendent tiFSSlllidt . 

. \ ~ . 
" i -: 

BALTIM:ORE, MD (December 12, 1996) - "School reform is working to drive 
MaryJaad schools toward higher levels ofperfomwu:e," State School Superintendent Nancy S. 
Grasmick dec:Iared tod4y in releasing the 1996' repon card on schools. . 

"More students:are graduadns, more SWaent5 are attending school every day, &cd more 

students are learning at!hlgher levels," Dr. Grasmick said. 


On the most challenging measure of stUdent learning •• the Maryland School Performance 
Assessment Program (MSPAP). the report shows that local school systems have improved in 1 S 
out of 18 content a.reas~ 'With 19 of24 school systems posting higher achievement on the testS this 
year than last year. f, 

The report also indiCates steady improvements ~ver the past six years in dropout and 
attendaace rates, as seq"ols seek to reach the high. ac:countaDility standards Set by the state in 
these areas. The SEate'S dropout rate declined by nearly ~ percentage points since 1990, down to 
4.S8 percent. The Stat, Dlpa.nmtmt ofEducatiOl1 estimates that, had stUdents contimled to 
dropout at the 1990 ~ oi6.S percent armually. there would be 3.600 ~ high school semors 
,in Maryland hiah scho~ls tOday. ' . . . 

"The graduating class 0(1997 will produce 3,600 more yOUl1g peopJeprepared for fUrther 
schoo1i.n1 or the workforce," Dr. Grasmick said. Similarly, the Superimendem said. 
improvements in attendance rates mean that "7.70.0 more students ate in scbo~ci learnmg every 
day. Good attenclar1~.se:s the stap for sood, iDstruCion.", . . "" 

The State School Superintendent released. the seventh annual school report card.,at a news 
ccnference= in Baltimor~. G1;)vemor Parris N. Glendening and legislative, education., and busin'ess 
leaders fi'om across thcistate fillec1 the state beard room ~o receive the prosress rCpOrt on t1ie, . 
Stlte's 1,26Q schools.ii' . , ',' , 

'. . ' 

Oovernor Ghmdeams said, "In.its quest for bmJ schools, Marylmd is amoag the Dation's 
leaders. On behaJ!ofan Marylanc1ers, I commend the hard work ofour teachers and school 
c:ommuuities in c:ontim.iins aur'progress toward exceilcce. We have made education my 
AdminiStration's top priority, providing the res~urces to 'enable our stUdents to succeed today and 
in the furore." 

MORE... 

http:schoo1i.n1
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. ID. releasing ~ school repcrt C:ad, 'the Sup~de:at said MSPAP. tcsq are prompUng, 
iDstructiozW Impro~em.s system by system, school by sCho~~ aDd'~d= ~:Smdem~ FOf' 
example: 

.. 	 From 19~3 to 1996, the percentage ofstUdents perfonninS at the satisfactory leVel in 
one Of more MSPAP areas has mcreased an average of 10 pointS to 66 percent in grade 

I ' 	 .
3, 72 perCeDt iD grade S, iDd 70 percent ill grade 8. ' 

~ • , ; ~ • v 

~ The perc~ase ofschools meeting of approaching at least one MSPAP standard bas 
jilc:reasecl ,Sipificamly since 1993 - to 46.5percem: ofschools in grade 3; to S6.2S 

'.. " '. percem Dlrpe 5, aDd to 61.9 petCeZ1E ill grade 8. 

I!> 	 The number ofschool systems with at least 40 percent ofSNdersts scoring at 
satisiic:torY on the MSPAP tests increased from four in 1993 to 16 iu 1996. School 
systems mhlcing consisteDt gains include AllepDY, Alme AtuncieJ, Caroline, andCartoll. 

II> '!be staley awhole repered improvements in 21 of30 Swe measures ofschool 
performance and student learning. 

Dr. Grasmick~Sajd these gains reflect a strong c~nu:nitment to cominuous improvement in 
inS'tl"UctiOIl, sWfdeve.toPtalElt, and other areas tbat resUlt in.a better education fOf stUdents. 
However, she stressea the need to maintain astrong fO,hlS - in all elemema.ry and middle school 
grades - 011 the basic:skills and academic content areas as the foundation for the higher level· of, . 


srudent pedom.1aIlce teqWred by MSPAP. "School reform is more than pTepariDg StUdents a few 

weeks before test tim~," the Superintendent added. 

Dr. Grasmick , ~ the 
. 

report card OD schoolS is also an importam 1001 for idcrm:if)ing 
~ool systems and ~ction.al areas where new efForts are needed.. ID the comicg months, she 
said, State educatOr!, local school SYStei:ns, IlId school·.improvemem teams Will give Dew m=tion 
to wri'dng instruction ~rniddle schools IlId preparation in the primary grades fOf the tbird grade. 
c:haIlenges of:M:SPAP~ New mons are also Deeded, sh~ Aid, to 

. 

idemiiY sua:essfW programs and 
practices as a way to ~prove inmuCtioaal areas wh~ ~derlt pmormance is lagging. 

.. ,.' I' " ' 	 ., ....~;. ': '" .'; " '<:' . "''', 

Swe Board P~esident Christopher T. Cross said the report huliclUes Mthere'is much work 
for all of'us--at the state level, in ~ school system. ~ in every school- to realize the fulI 
potemia1 ofschool refCn'11;" 

"We 1'I.eed to 'be CO'Ur'Sieous, to be bold,ft Dr. ~mick: said. ~U1: most imporcantly, we 
need to keep our focus; cn children. '!be Marylmd S~hQol Performance Program is 1'I.0t about 

I 	 . 

numbers. It is about cbildren, about their school experieDces today and their lives in the 21st . 	 , 
c.e:muy." 

, ,j 

, ~~ 
J~ 
,I'.. ,, . 

." 
~ 

,! 
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Keeping You Clirrent on Edueadon Rflbnn in Mar;y/tZiul 
~ .' 	 ' 

Bette,SehDfJIs, Bette, Students 	 ... _.... , '" -- "._... .-.. .. ,. .. ­

The 199·6 Report Card: Scihool Reform Works 

By almost any stmdard., the ~ 

Marvland School Perfo~ 
Program is makittg the kind. of ~ 
profoUnd, across-the-bo~ g~ it 
was d.e~pd to make. 

I 

That's the gist oftb.e nCM 1996 s~ 
report card,,released at a Dec. 12: 
celebration in Balt:iIncre. Viewed.: 
over four years since the 1993 b$e 
year, progress OIl the Maryland ~ 
School Performance Assessment'tests 
has been especially striking: ~ 

'StuderJ1: by studellt. Since '~ 
1993, the perCentage- of s~ts 
who met one or more MSPAP 
standards in grades 3, s,a:.adfs 
has climbed III average of 10%. 

, 

• 	 School by school. Since 19~3, the 
number of schools meeting e:t 
approuhing stand.arcls in one or 
mere content areas has doubl.~ or 
tripled. ~I 

~ 	 "
. 	 , 
,i 	 , ', 

MSPAP GAINS AMONG STUDENTS , 

The Percentage of StUdents Meeting Oae orMore Standards 


75% 


70% 

65% 

60% 

55% 

50% 
Grad~3 

93 94 95 96 
GradeS 

• 	 System by system. In 1993, four 
systems had 40% or more students 
at the satisfactory level 011 the 
MSPAP. This year, 16 of 24 had 
40% to 60%. 

(please see Report Card on Page 2) 

': ;': 

:J 
MSPAP GAINS AMONG SCHOOLS ! ~ 

,The Percentage oC Schools M~edng aad Approaching One or More ~~dards 
65% 'I 62 62 

,i 
,55% 

45% 

35% '30 

25% 

20% 


93 	 94 95 96 
Grad~ S 

\' 
" . 
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The. 1996 Re;port Card: School Reform Works' 

.:"". ",,",,' '" •• ~. ,~ ",,'" . ~ " " • .., • *"" ,* 1. "', • • • .' .,. • 

I 
"This year's report is a dramatic andReport Card (ConttnJecQ hearteJling atmmation ofour beliefthat 

': ;
At each level, this year's report c~ scbool reform in Maryland is working," 
shows, the state' s educational sys'tem is ' said State School Superint.eD.dcnt N811C)' 
perform.i.Dg at a higher standard. ~ in. S. Grasmick. uOur progress continues 
years past. In 1996, 21 of 30 repqrt to be steady and, in some schools and 
~ performance areas are up. ;' school SYStemBt brcadna"riqg." ,, , 

I;? 
, :.1; 

~ ! ! 

MSPAP GAINS AMONG SCHOOL SYSTEMS 
I,

fI' In 1993. only" o 1993~ , school systems m199410had40fl, or 
~ 1995 

,~more of students j .1996 
at satisfactory 

8 
~ ilevel 1 6 
tl J 

fI' In 1996, 16 ao:I 
~ ,4

f 

school systems ~ 

had 40 to 60% 
ri ~ of students at o== satisfactory 0 


level 
 ! : 

Dr. Grasmick's Message: We Must Do HOl'e 

State Scho~l Supmmendent ~7nCY "Ify~u look at the 1996 rep.~ ~ard and 
S. Grasmick knows that whil~ there you listen to teachers and. prmclpals, 

is much to celebrate in the 1996 re90rt you conclude that the next steps in ' 
card, more must be done to rewc;the sebecl reform will require a universal 
full'potential of school reform. Soine eft'ort. Teachers. and priDcip~ in 
excerpts from her message this ye~: pes Kthrough 12 will need. to keep

i worms, keep checking the#, progress, 
....-----------..... and keep imprOving. !~ 

MSOe: Buu"E11N 

"Have high expectations for every 
SC:PtCCr.. & CC...... UMITT OUTREAFH student in every content area.... 

0 .... 1=8 ~. I would. (also) challenge school 
MAA"t"I...ANO STATlt OEPAJrnoIENT bp' improvement teams 10 really diS il1to . 

ECUCA'I'IC)N 
the data.... Just because you are doinS2.00 W. liAL:nMc:lRE ST.. ( 
somethil:l.c new and different does notBAI,.TlMCRE. MO. 2 I 20 I i 
mean you are doing the right thing."~ 


RCNALI:) PEIF~I!:R j 

ASSISTAHT STATE 
 ,~ What dD you thi,nk?$UPERINTENO~NT • 

~ , The MSDE BIIIlstiII..Jelr;Qmes
I' 

CIOIAPlI..ES HE~NoeN. ["ITeR!, Tf!ader,' comnre1l1l. Slmd rltem ro the 
f edilt)' at lite tJdd7'IIJ aI/eft.• i, 

(410) 76700A73 IOA76,; , . . :l~ . :. 

The 1996 report card, released by Dr: 
Grasmick and. Govcmlor Parris N. 
Glendiming, detailed significant 
progress over 199.5 results. Among the 
gains were improvements in lS of 18 
MSPAP areas and accmtiDued 
reduction ofMary]and's dropout rate. 

School reform is also helping to redw:e 
abslDtcoism. Attendance rates are up 
in all areas, progress since 1990 that 
translates to 7,700 students in school 
today instead ofbeing CD the streets. 

'When more studen~ are in school and 
preparing for the future, Dr. Grasmick 
said, everyone benefits. 

http:perform.i.Dg
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~ Maryland S~te Department of Education , ' . ' 
~ 200 West Baltiril.ore Sueet+ Baltimore. MD 21401 + (410) 767·0600 

. Parris N. Glend~n.ingJ Governor ~ Nancy S. Grasmick, State Superintendent of Schools 
, 

Ocrober 1996 

R~ising Exp~ctations for Maryland Students 

+ 	 By 2004, ~aryland graduates 'Will beibetter prepared for work and 

. postsecondary education :!1: '. . 
, 	 . ' .<- New, tough~r high school assessments·vvill be tied to graduation 
,j. 	 ',' 

Purpose aDd History 
I 	 ­

Maryland's proposed high scl;lool assessments help extend the Maryland School Performance Program through 
high school. To succeed in the ne~ century. today's YOWlg people will be c>.-pected to know more and have higher. 
level skills than any previous generation. Schools wiU raise academic expectations, building a firm foundation from the . 
basics and ensuring the higher level skills demanded by the modem workplace and higher education, 

The Maryland School Perfo~ance Assessments, or MSPAP. gi~en in third, fifth. and eighth gracie, are already 
raising academic; performance in ¥atyland's elementary.schools. The high SGhool assessments will extend these higher 
expectations into sra~s 9·12. Th~ tests will aauge both school perf~~ance and individual student performance, 
providing valuable information for.: school improvement planning. ~ .. 
Proposal 	 fr 

... 

The proposed high school ass.essment is a series of 10 end·of-C9Ulse tests in English, mathematics, science, social 
studies. and skills for success. All Maryland high school students, starting with the class of 2004. will be required to 
pass them to graduate. t 

Stud~ts will take three end.~f.course exams in English, two in mathematics. two in science, and three in social 
studies. Skills for success -le~g. thinking, communication, technology, and interpersonal skills - should be 

. tllughtin every course and will betessentiaJ to performing well on all the tests. 

A test development firm will ~oTk with the Maryland State Department of Education and local school systems to 
prepare blue-prints for an assessntent that: 

,.o. is a. graduation requireinent for all students. r 

. ,. recognizes different l~els of achievement. :~ 
.,. combines multiple cho~ce) short answer, performance, and essay questions; 

Development 	 ~ 

.; The bigh school assessment i, being developed in coUaboration with teachers, busmess leaders; conununity 
,'.:, rnetnbel'5,.BUd. pl'ofessiaaal.educaD,OI'Prelated orgaaizations'from.around Matyland. Both natior:aaJ. and'inu:n:aationaJ 
. staa.dards are being .used1O.heJp ~elop;1beassessmeatS. 

. :.' :;R.ecngniziaJ.tluttteacbeis.~pJaya'vi1a1 roJe'm~~1he·assessments..1he Marylmd:State'Department of 
.:£dnc:atjCJllID&:I1he State~.BaardafFdncarirJ'i haw·contacted evmy.,higb schoolm1l:te-5Iate to obsaiD,teacber feedback'on 
,~ s1IIdams SboulrH)I requjfed,jD bowad'be'able to do~:neState Beard of.£d.uc.rdiau is explar.iDg\dieJlOlsibiDty 
of'kal.alum:uaives far·~1bacD..qaermey DfS'hJdents.,,:mnlDtplSs the 5U118.BSSeSsmeftts. , 	 . . 
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Maryland State Department of NIlN:yL~ 

Sriw s~ IJ/SI:itMI.I
EDUCATIO:N SCI•• UpS. ~.~. 

NEWS I\iELEASE 

i ' F'OR MORS INP'OAMATlON: 

RON PEIFFER AT (41 OJ 787-0473 0111 CMARU!:S HEIIINDCN AT (410) 767-047e 
I ": 

stale Board revitiws options, 

toli High School Assessment 
'\ 

; 
j 

1 

·BALTIMORE':MD (Ianuaxy 28, 1997) .... The MaryJandStateBoard ofEducation today 
began to consider fou~posSible designs to use for Mazyland's planned High School Assessment, 
as well as other option'~ to incorporate into the challenging tests before they are administered to 
students as part ofhigij school graduation requir~mentsbeginning with the Class of 2004. 

The State Board. 
\ 

is expected to take action on the designs neXt month, as well as a series 
ofquestions that will dirtermine the final shape and philQsophy ofthe proposed High School 

\' ... 
Assessments. The Board is scheduled to decide these q-qestions at its February 25-26 meeting. 

The High Schopl Assessment exams first were p'roposed in July 1995, as a series ofend.of­
course teSts covering the core learning ~eas ofEnglish, 'mathematics, science, and social studies. 

The assessmen~ is an extension ofthe Maryland School Performance Assessment Program 
in grades 3,5, and 8 ~sed to determine the performance 1evels of'individual schools. The High 

School Assessment, ho~ever, w9uJd likely focus on individual student performance as well as 
provide valuable infonnation for schoo! improvement planning. 

Unlike the Marr1and Functional Tests, which measure minirn.wn competency among high 

school students in six spbject areas, the High School ~sessment would be designed to be more 
rigorous and meanmsfi:ll to students and thus better prepare them for the variety ofchallenges 
they will encounter in *,e and in their careers. As the High School Assessments come on line 
beginning with the Cl~s of2004, the Functi~nal Tests*e scheduled to be gradually phased out. 

Since their ince~tion, the assessment tests have been the focus of a 3 S-member task force 
. 'i' 

and the subject ofdozeps of public meetings across the state hel4 to gather feedback from 
parents, teachers, stud~nts, and others involved in developing the tests. The results ofthose 
meetings were also reponed today to the State Board. 

More than t,80P people attended more than 40 meetings to discuss the High School 
Assessments. Among ttc issues raised by the public, educators, and others included the 

-More- :! 

http:minirn.wn
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High School Assess+eDts 
,:., t'Page2~ 

;, 	 ; x 
, ~ 	 ; ~ 

importance ofbigh ac.a.demic standards, how the assessment would be used, how the tests would 
be administered. and ~tematives to the tests for students who do not successfUlly complete them. 

"The compl~t:y and volwne ofdecisions thitmust be made on th~se questions and others . 
about the High Scho~l Assessment demand that we proceed with caution and common sense," 
said Dr. Nancy S. Or4smick, State Superintendent ofSchools. "The intent oCthe Board and ofthe 
Department is to creale assessments that are fair, challenging, and meaningful for evfl!Y high 
school student in Mazyland.n 

'Among the qu~stions the Board was requested to consider and resolve next month are 
issues such as whethek- passing the exams would be a prerequisite for graduation, the n~er of 
tests to be developed/ and whether it would be acceptable to have three annual test· 

.administrations 'With rtwc:e-up sessions for each tests ro~ those students who do not pass on the 
first attempt. I'! 

"These are aniong the most important and far.reaching deliberations and decisions this 
Board willllkely ever~make," said.Christopher T. Cro~s', President olthe Maryland State Board or 
Education. "There 'Will be a lot ofthought and re±1eetion that will go into these decisions so that 
we may be assured o~a plan that..wl truly challenge all our students and heJp each ofthem to , 
reach their full potenu.al." 

The test optioils were designed with assistance from the College Board I Educational 
Testing Service ofP~ceton, N.I" a group noted for it~ administration ofthe widely-used 
Scholastic Achievemeht Tests. The CBIETS'reponon design options for the High Schoo]

!' 	 1 II 

Assessment outlined (our proposed test designs for the~~oa.rd·s consideration: 
. • Portfolio PluJ: A year-long portfolio of student work would be sco~ed by a classroom 

teacher and combined with a 2-3 hour assessment scored centrally.
f 	 . 

• 	 PreparatioD ~Ius: This assessment would drawi upon common learning experiences in a 
2-3 hour standardized assessment involving "real-world" applications. 

• 	 CombiDatioD~ Students would be asked during a 2·3 'hour assessment to use documents,
I . 	 . 

laboratory res~ts, or other tools to answer a series ofconstructed-response questions., 
• 	 Limited ComJ,inatioa: This assessment type would use challenging machine-scorable 

questions and ~wers in a 2·3 hour test. .: 
Should the Board choose a design option and complete its series of decisions in February,. . 	 . 

the State Department;ofEducatioEl is scheduled to be~ accepting proposals from bidders for test 
development in April.~At the same time, MSDE will beSm working more intently with local 
school systems to det~rmine what they need, such as tr8:ining, instructional adjustments, etc., in 
order to prepare for t~e High School Assessments. 

~ 	 ### 
i 
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MARYLAND\PARTNERSBIP FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING K-16 
Maryland StIlte Depanmen; of Education ~ Maryland Hiaher Education Commission ,Q Univcn.ity of Marylilld Systems 
Nalley Gra&",idc. SuperintendefltPairicltl11or,sIano, 8ecrfllllry Donald Langenberg. Chancellor 

" 
200 West Btllri'l7Iore STreet I 

~ PhOflf!!; 4}0·767·0368 
IJalti1rlo,6, MD 2J2Q}·2SPS ~ FAX.' 410·333·3861 

!;! 

. .~ 

~YLAND K-16 PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT 
~, , '" 

'The K-16 Partnership is a~,bold departure from traditional education reform, heralding a new and 
substantive collaboration ~mong leaders in the business co~unity. K.16 education, and local and state 
government. This unprecedented alliance is critical to the creation of a new community of learning that 
strives for all of its memb~rs to achieve the highest levels of excellen.~e throughout all levels of 
education and in the workPlace. Building on the refonns inaugurated by the Maryland State Department 
of Education and the MarYland Higher Education Commission, this new Partnership derives its strength 
from the diversity of its m~bcrs. who bring to the Partnership their unique perspectives, expertise. 
resources, and needs. '( , 

Schools must have the high standards needed for our students to develop and adapt to an increasingly 
technological world. prepa,ring all students for work and life·long learning. Higher education must take 
seriously its obligation to ~ducate new teachers who have the fn0wledge~ skill, and confidence to teach 
in tomorrow's classrooms; and together in parttiership with lo~al school systems engage in the 
continuous professional development ofteachers. General education experiences in higher education 
institutions must prepare our future leaders by instilling an understanding oftechnology~ an appreciation 
of the arts and humanities!: and a profound respect for diversity. Academic majors must link . 
requirements with career ~xpectations. Businesses must be engaged in the development of standards and 
cUITiculum throughout K-i6 education that give students the knowledge and capability they will need to 
adapt to a workplace that ~s changing at an ex.traordinary rate, and provide meaningful jobs that enable 
students to use these skillS,. Businesses must instil1 and affirm an ethic of life-long learning in their 
workforce and actively support their employees in their educational goals. State and local government 
officials must thoughtfully' allocate resources to ensure that they are used in the most effective way 
possible to achieve these goals~ and remove policy and legal barriers to the collaborations necessary to 
attain them. Further, all x!tust bear responsibility for ensuring'that our students are prepared to accept 
their responsibilities as citjzens-as active participants in the ~ocial, cultural, and political life of our 
State, nation, and world.: . : ;; 

~ :~ , {~ 

The success of the Partner:~hip also depends on'necessary chaJge, significant improvement, and constant 
assessment. Standards at ~very level must retain rigor and relevance. Assessments must be developed to 
provide meaningful evaldtions of student perfonnance and to evaluate how well students are supported 
in their efforts to meet the~e standards. The Partnership will address and develop strategies for 
strengthening K·16 standards~ competencies, and assessment.s, the professional development of teachersl 

and community engageme:~t in'the K·16 initiative. 
ii: 

Acting individually, theseipartners could not achieve any of these goals. Each is an essential and equally 
important contributor to tlie Partnership. Further, nothing can be done without the active support and 
engagement of the comm~ity at large and parents in particular. The most critical task of the Partnership 
is to foster opportunities for members to establish comprehensive and substantive collaborations that 
enable all stakeholders to ~ngage in the far-reaching changes needed in our education system. The 
Partnership will enable th~ State of Maryland to create an educational system that gives its citizens the 
skills they will need to lea~ productive and fulfilling lives. ,~: 

i ~. 
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