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, , 
MEMORANDUM' 


TO: Interested Parties , 


FROM: 	 Ccmgressman Ba.ron Hil~# ... 

RE: 	 Clinton AdmiIiistration Small, Safe, and Successful High'Schools 
Initiative 

I was pleased to ,hear Vice, President Gore's recent announcement 'of the 
Administration' ~ Smalt'Safe and Successful High Schools initiative. This 
initiative seeks to 'make our schools better by focusing on reducing their size:, I am' 
.very glad Vice President Gore and others have been raising the national profile of 

, ' this issue. 	" ' 

S~ce I entered Congress la~t year, I have bee,n taikmgabout school size. I have 
been working very hard to bring the benefits of smaller learning'coIlllllUnities to. 
the attention ofmy colleagues and constituents. Enclosed are some: materials 
about this effort and a ~ill I introduced early last fall, the Smaller Schools, 
Stronger Communiti~s Act,H. R. 3044. 

A growing body,ofresearchpoints to the academic and social benefits of teaching 
our children in smaller schools. As I Understand the Administration's Small, Safe, 
and Successful Schools initiative, local school districts could use competitive 
grant mopey for the purposes proposed in H. R. 3044:.-the plan:riing~, developme'nt, 

'and implementation of sl!1aller le,arning communities. 

I look forward to working with you on this important area of education policy and 
would appreciate your keeping me in(ormed about your work on this matter. I 
would be pleased to share with you the ,extensive research I have done on this 

, ";' 

Issue. 



SmaHe'r Schools, Stronger Communities Act (He R.· 3044) . 
• 	 I" 

Congressman Baron Hill (IN.:.09) 

Since World Waf IT, educators have followed the rule that bigger schools are better. Experts 

have assumed that bigger schools 'are superior because they offer students more courses, more 

extracurricular activities, and save school districts money. 

. The statistics on schools size show how dramatically this "bigger is b~tter" approach has changed 

the way we educate our children. In 1930, there were 262,000 elementary, middle and high 

schQols in America, while today there are only 88;000 schools. In .1930, the average school had 

100 students, :v,vhile today's average school has 5-1 0 studeni~. . 

. . '. 	 , 

Many education experts today, however, are questioning this "bigger is better" approach to 

education. New research is showing that children do better-academically and socially in smaller 

schools that are closer to their homes and their parents. In addition, smaller schools appear to 

have higher attendance rates and higher participation in school actlvities . 

. Students who come from more disadvaritaged economic and educational backgrounds show the 
, 	 . , 

greatest achievement gains in smaller schools. Large~ school size tends to stratify students into . . 	 . 

different track~ which are often based on children's educational and ~ocial backgrounds,
. 	 . 

The Smaller Schools, Stronger Communities Act provides grants to ,sch,ool districts that want 

to develop a school size reduction strategy. It supports school di,stricts that want to reduce the 

sizeoftheir school units, either thn;mgh new building space or throu~ II schools within schools. II 
. 	 . 

The Smaller Schools, Stronger Communities Act: 

• 	 authorizes flexible challenge 'grants to local school districts (local education agencies ­
~EAs) ,to develop and implement plans to create smaller schools. LEAs with well 
thought out plans ~o create smaller schools or IIschools within schools" could receive 
grants. of up to $2 million. 

• . 	 provides a clear and siniple application and repo~g process that holds LEAs' 
accountable for how they spend the grants, but keeps paperwork and administrative costs 
to an absolute minimum. 

i.. 
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, " , Bu.it--:tf:lis week I am. izl1irod.Dc:ing-'a. billl 

·OllB. SCHooLS·.ARE TOO ~,A:ND " . ·that I.hOpe \If'!ij.make aame.amaJl.·-ean-! 
, .' "TOO"~ON...:\..L . '" " 1,tr.tb11t1on ;0 a.ddress:il!g a. Problem. tbati 
: The SPEA'XEB".pro' tempore. Under a. . I and o:ther .People have been t.aJ1r1ng 

:pNviomr·orde'i- 'Of 'the .E:aasEi. thegen- . about. for ~~.It is & ,problem 
tleIZW1 from TnMana. 'Cl\fr. B:Q:.LJ is reo-- . f. tlJat the ,recant e~ of sahoGl via-
ogn:(Zed tor :; miJlD.teS. ' ". lIenee m Colaraao and' Geargja aDd" 

. :M:r; ~ at' lndi&D.a:- Mr.. S~. other:~ 'a.round. the country bavel 
last *pr.il,shartl;v ,attar tbe tarr.ible. ; once ag.ta brought to-the £oretrtmj; at, 
tr:agedy .that ocCm:red. a.t Coltmt.bine .. : oW!' IIat:U:mal debate. It :ta the probleIi:J.· 
lOgh SchoQiin Co.lorado. I SImke wi1ib.·~-·; 1ibiIi; 1D7100lleague ·Dr. &:iIm was. taJk-/ 
my freshman eolleagrze :fr:am the.state -':fng about. ' ' : . : . ' ' ; 
aL W'a::ib:i:ngton, (.l\fl.".' BAl1m). M'y co1-. oar schools a.re'too big and teo tm.-: 
1eagne 1hJm Washington is a: tra.iIJ.e!i. l:p8rsonaJ... TOo ':.aiau:y Of-oUr cb:!ld:ren: 
.PSYOhelog1st. ,so' I asked' mm:·for·hiS -4 wake ' llJl ever.?' day .a.ud go to ~ I 
thoug'lJ:ta about the Col_~~. i that'make 1lbem feel djscQUllectad, a.nd. i 
SizJ,ce Mr.,.BA.mD lB. a.. ~psyclIp1~ .; cI,et.ached. :from theIr" tescbBm.. . their I 
gist. I. was expedi:tz:ig a. lQ1Jg academ10 ;];I&l'8D.tS·aud. their· eommI1J1ities. 1!!1s! 
explanation lzsmg lots of ps:vchologicaJ. ,gOal of 1:JllT bin 'tbat I am :Jn1iroducdmr. ; 
1ier.rIlS regn.l&r 'people· do nOt 1Ul~ ; the Sma]_ Schools 6'trongw Coi:nmn-; . 
stB.nd. lnsteaa..' he had, a. siJJ:lpie solu- I m:ties Act.. is' to ma.ka 0Ul'. -schools . 
t1oil. -&ll ex:p]a.l'aJ.ticm.' He loak;ed ail me i smaller ami to help pa.ioenta, teachem I 
and said. . '''B&t''QIl;, 01Ir sChoolS are 'tOO . I a.Dd admtnistra.tor.s a.nd. sttIdeBta' 
big- a.zid these kids do-not lc10w one ~ iS1i1'8J:Ig'tb.ethe 'seDS8 at 'cO';litl"nft;y
.o11hi:ir.l~ ': : -,'.. ..... , " i that ma.i:I;V'of' our scb.oQls' today a.re; 

" The ColmnhiDe ~ &D.d,Qther r&-, l1Aclrtng.· , ... ',' . 

Cent EmUits crt'violence in ~ schocis r." My 'stroug' fee.1:i:J:Im:l about this isBue i 

have made ~ crlllS 'taJta & ser.i~ look : come :frotp.m.y own ex:Per1$lCS grow:tag i 


. &1: 'OllX', ah:i.l.di:'en. oi'J:r' schools. :a.nd .o:gr,- ! ap in sout:b.e:c1 lDdiana, .When I was I 

selves.. T.b.ese· ~t .~ have !~ u:p. ill J8C~ CoUliiiJr•.there , ' 

fcirced iis.:to.thbik: about how 'we 'ed.u- : were- inore lI1g1i scl1aola t1JaD. there ~ I 

cats our dhil.dr!1m a.:nil bow we can .make 1. today' in toWJ:IS I:fka TampicO aDd Clear : 

our schools aafer.a.nd. be~. ," ',! Spr1Dg' a.nd. Cart1&nd..T.here. ware lliiI:h : 


This is So perscma.l '~ for met "far . i acboolsthat local. Jr:1~ at'lianded. ./IoDd j 
.my wife, ::BettY. :ta a. ,:middle, sch<lol ; local. families supported.. 'nlese cam... J 

teacher;li.nd ~ y.o1mgest da'aghter-:ta i .ID.1JDitiea were i;JrQud."ol, ~ scb.oOls.,i 
:fn the eighth grade at a..1JDblicach.oOl 'TlJ.eir schools brought people to(Ietl1er ! 
in' my hometown· of,SeY:rn01Ir. lndjana , I and helPed keep tJieir towll8 ~'and' ! . 
l'.do not believe th&1i there js One ~ I vital places to 11"9'8. " ..' " " 
soldan to aJl of ·the· problema our . These schools waretlle hearts of the ' 
schools and a~ ahfi,.dren ,.1iI.ce: today, .: commllllities., aD.d. W:D.en we oonsril1'7 
nor do I bel1ew that we 'pol1tic1a.D.8 in, : dated. wlum " school, OOllSOUdat1on I 
~ 'could pass same law that' I fOrced -their 'higfi sciwoJs to close. it : 
Would ~ aol'V9 every school's and eVer:i : tol'8 . fib.e liea.t-t .oUt; 'of tDe8e ~tnn-

. ~d's problem. I s1iz."oDg'.ty.b8lie~ that IDi~ These high' scl100ls a.lcmg·:w1th· J ' 
the· people . 'l'ho 'work Wlilh eltildre:n '1ihonsands of·' other SUl&ller. scl:aOOIal . 
~ day. the· parents., the, tea.cbers Ia.r011Dd America. 'ware "wosed.· because! 
aDd local achoo1~· a:.re m :!or ma.li:3' J'9&l"S adDea;,tors lJava tollowed : 
the best .POSi1i1aD: to· maJi.:B dec1sicms ithe ~e tbat Digger sc.boois a.re better. 
about tiheirSChooiS.· i For a' It.mg ttr:D.& '" an Il88IIJD.Ad tDatJ 

'~scho~ Were better ~ they i 
coiIld. otter students mare courses. . 

. more ~C1IlaZ'" activit18s. a.iJd ~ 
could aa.ve school..ltistricta lIUlD,eY. ' 

http:Il88IIJD.Ad
http:s1iz."oDg'.ty
http:teacher;li.nd
http:aafer.a.nd
http:Mr.,.BA.mD
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Education on ·a·smaIJ rscaie is an advantage 

When I was growing up in Jack- ~ge school h<\s 510 students, top acadeinic students and the star. and are les~ likely to get in fights 

son County, there were more high Some education experts are now athletes develop personal rela- or join gangs. A principal of suc­
schools than therE~a~e today, In arguing that school consolidation tionships wi th the teach~rs, cessful small high schoolS recently 
towns like Tampi<:o, Clear Spring has gone too far. More and more coaches and administrators and. wrote. that small schools' :'offer 

. and' Cortland, there were high educators' today believe that our their grades and attendance are what metal detectors and guards 
. schools that local kids attended children do better academically' strong. The other 70 to 80 perqmt cannot - the safetY'and security 

. and local families supported. and. socially in smaller schools that of the students never develop close' of being where you are well 
These communities were proud of are closer to their homes and their relationships with the adults' in known by people Who ca,re for 
their schools. Their schools parents than in big . . their schools and you." 
brought people togethei: and 'high schools with . . '. their academic per-. ·All of this academiC research 

-~~ helped h~eptheir towns strong thousands of stu- ~". educators today formance su'ffers. makes. a very simple point about 
BAi~ON and vital places to live, When dents. Because b r I t,: Most high school our schools, our kids, an9, our­

,. ',school consolidation forced their many schools have e g~vet 18 our students do .. !;lot selves - our lives are better whenlULL 
high'schools to dose~, it tore the. become too big and chlldrre'n do better know teacher we feel co~ected to the people 
heart out of those communities,", buream;:ratic, they", ,. ... they I:an go. to. weUve and.work with. Itispainfu~ 

l,'hese high schools, along with. sometimes harm academically and w~en they have a to think about all of the chilctren 
thousands ofother smaller schools the students they, socially· 'ira smaller problem or need a in. America, who wake up' ~very 
around America, were closed. ,be- are supposed to be ,letter of recommen-' day and' go to schools that make 
cause for many years educators helping. Students schools that are dation (or a job or them feel disconnecteq and de-
have followed the rule that big- get lost in larg~r , .1 .j!,' ta.... .'. for. a college' appli- tached f!om th~ir. teachers: .their 
ger schools are better. For a long schools an~t spend C oser to near cabon, .' parents and theIr commumhes. I 
time we all assumed that' bigger their days lost in homes' and their Ex per t s h a v e believe this sense of discoMectibn 
schools were better because they "a cloak of anor- ;.. found that achieve- contributes to horrible incidents of 
could offer students more courses, . ymity,", where tlley parents ."~ ment levels in school violence such as the recent 

Ninth District more extracurricular activiti~s and. do not. interact . == ' smaller schools are shooting ,at Columbine High 
Congressman could save school districts money. ,with anybody out· " , higher, especially School in Littleton, Colo, 
~~ ,The statistics on sd'tobl's size. side .their small group of friends.' among thildrenfrom· disadvan- There is·not one easy solution 

show how dramatically this "big- Many s'tudents in big'schpols taged . backgrounds who need ex- to all of the problems 'our schools· 
ger is. better" approach has never develop any meaningful re- tra help to succeed. A "recent study and our children have. But I be­

. changed the way we educate our . lationships with their teachers and of academic' achievement and lieve we can help. out our par­
children. In 1930, there" were. '. never experience a senSe, of };le- school size concluded ., that high ents,· teachers and kids by mak~ 
262,000 elementary, middle and ·longing in their schools. school students iI.' smaller schools ing our schoQls·s~aller and· 
high schools in America, while to- Recent research on school, size perform better in the core subjects, helping them create a sense '6f 
day. there are only 88,000 schools. and, .aca~emic achievement shows of reading, math, history anCi sci- community and connectioh th~ t 
In 1930, the average school had. that larger schools tend to "strat" ence, Students in smaller schools we took for granted in previotts 

·100 students, while. today's aver-. ify" students. In large schools, the also have better attendance records generations. 

--.~-.··~~~~I(;lq? AL/ .. 
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BARON P. HILL 120Sl0NGWOIITH BUILDING 
9Ti< DIS'TIIICT. INDIANA WASHINGTON. DC 2D515 ' 

(202) 225-5315 

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE DISTRICT OFRCI!: 
SUBCOMMlTIEE ON RESEARCH AND DEvELOPMENT 1201 10TH STllIiltr. SUITE 107 '€ongrt~i of'tbt ilnittb ~tatt5 

,JEl'FERSONVIUE.IN 47130 , 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE ' (812) 2B1h3999 ' 

• 18001892-3232 
SUBCOMMI'l'Te!! ON G!!NEAAL FARM COMMODJn!!S. 

ResOURCE CONSERVATION. AND a.SDIT ' 

1!;oUSt. of 'l\tpftS)tntatibeS' 
BaslJingtqn; jJB(; .20515--1409 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEPAIITM!!NT OPERATIONS. 

OVERSIGHT, NUTRITION. AND FORESTRY 


,Smaller, chooDsare etter! 
Become an Original Co-Sponsor of the , 

"Smallei SchoOls, Stronger Communities Act" 

Dear Colleague: 

, Since World War II, educators have followed the rule that bigger schools are better., 

They have assumed that bigger schools are supenor because they offer students more , 

courses, more extracurricular activities, and save school districts money. ' 


" ' 

The statistics on schools size show how dramatically this ,"bigger is' better" approach 

, has changed the way we educate our children. In 1930; the average. school had 100 

students, while today's average school has 510 students. 


, Manyeducatiofl experts today; h,owever, are questioning this "bigger is better" approach 

to education. , I\lew research issh6wing that children do better academically and 

socially in smaller schools that are closer to their ho'mes and their parents. In addition, 

smaller schools appear to have higher attendance rates and ~igher participation in 


, school activities.' ' ' , 

Students whc)'come from more disadvantaged economic and educational backgrounds 

show the greatest achievement gains in smaller schools. Larger school size tends ~o 

stratify students iritodifferenftracks which are often based on children's-educationa( 

and social backgrounds. ' 


'The Smaller Schools, Stronger CommuiJities Act provides grants to school districts 

that want to develop a school size reduction strategy., It supports school districts that 

want to reduce the size of their school units, either through new building space or 

thro'ugh "schools within schools. " , 


If you would-like information about the advantages of smaller schools or would like to 

be an original co-sponsor this bill, please contact Martin Kifer ~t 5,.531 S . 


.t..,. 

PRINTED ON RECYCl!!D PAPER 
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BARON P. HILL· 1208 LONGWORTH BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 205159TH DisTRICT, INDIANA 

, (2021 225-5315 

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITrEE DISTRICT OFFICE: 

SUBCOMMIT.Tl\E ON RESEARCH AND DeVELOPMENT 1201 10TH STREET, Surni 107, 'i(rtn]l1rgrtre55 !UJ[ abt ~mlR[dJl, ~[~[t~ 
JEFFERSONVILLe: IN 47130 

i812) 288-3999 COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 1800) 892-3232JptOlM5t tOli 3&ejplr:esrmrtataltDre$5'
SU8COMMfJTEE ON GeNERAL FARM CoMMODITIES, 

ReSOURCE CONSERVATION, AND CREDIT 
.uijington, ~(( 20515"":1409 

SU8COMMITTEE ON DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS, 

OVERSIGHT, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY' 


. September 29, 1999 

STITDENTS NEED TO FEEL "CONNECTED". 


SUPPORT THE SMALLER SCHOOLS, STRONGER COMA;fUNITIES ACT 

For a long time, our approach to schools has been IIbigger is better. II In 1930, the average school 
had 100 students, while today's average school has 510 students. Some education experts are 
now arguing that school I;onsolidation has gone too far, Mor,e and more educators today believe 
that our children do better academically'and socially in slnaIler schools that are closer to their 
homes and their palents than in big high schools with thousand~ of students. . 

Because many schools have become too big and bureaucratic, they sometimes harm the students 

they are supposed to be helping. Students get lost in larger schools and spend their days lost in 

"a cIo'ak of anonymity," where they do not interact with anybody outside their small group of 

fiiends. ' 


E~perts have found that achievement levels in smaller schools are higher; especially among 

children from disadvantaged oackgrounds'who need extra help to succeed~ Students in smaller 

schools also have better ~ttep.Qance.recor.ds and are less likely to get in fights orjoin gangs. 


This academic research makes a very simple point about our schools, our kids, and ourselves -­

our lives are better when we feel connected to the people we live and work with. I believe that a 

sense ofdisconnection contributes to horrible'incidents of schoofviolence such as the recent 

shooting at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado. 


The Smaller Schools, Stronger Communiti~s Act provides grants to school districts that want 

to develop a school size reduction strategy. It supports school districts that want to reduce the 

size, of their school units, either through new building space or through"schools within schools. " 


Ifyou would like information ~bout the a~vantages of smaller schools or to, b~e ~ origi~al co- ' 

sponsor of this bill, please contact Martin Kifer at 5-5315. ' 


Sincerely, 

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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{B12) 288-3999COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
(800) 892-3232~Otu~t of l\tprt5tIDItatibt~

SUBCOMMITTEE ON GENERAL FARM COMMODITIES. ' 
RESOURCE CONSERVATION, AND CREDIT 

Mafiijinqton, tD~ 20515-1409 
SU8COMMfTTEE ON DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS, 


OVERSIGHT, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY 


September 27, 1999 

SUPPORT SMALLER COMMUNITY SCHOOLS!
. ' 

BE AN ORIGiNAL COSPONSOR OF THE 

SMALLER SCHOOLS, STRONGER COMMUNITIES ACT 


WhenU was grcwing up in jackson Ccunty, Indiana, there were more hugh 

schools than there are today~ In tcwns like Tampice,: Clear Spring, and 

Cortland, there were hig~ schools that local kids attended and local families 


, supported. Those schools brought people together and helped keep their towns 

strong and vital places te live. When schooH consolidation forced their high' 


'_ . schools tc close, it tore the heart out cf those communities. 

These higilD scheols, along with thousands of otJDer smaller schools around 

America, were dosed because fcrmany years, educators have follewed the rule 

that bigger schools are better. For a long time we aID 'assumed that bigger 

schools were better because they could offer students more courses, more 

-extracurricular activities, and could save schooB',districts money. _ 

·We need, to rethink lOur assumptions about larger schools~ New r~search shows 

that achievement levels in smalier schools are higher, especially ameng children 

from disadvantaged backgrounds who need extra help to succeed. This academic 

research makes a very simple- point about our schools, our kids~ and ourselves-­

our lives are better when we feel connected to the people we live and work 

with. " 


The Smaller Schools, Stronger Communities Act provides 'grants to school districts 

that want to develop a school size reduction strategy. It supports school 

districts that want to reduce the size of their school units, either through new 

building space or through "schools within schools." It strength~ns 'our 

cemmunities by returning scheols to the, hearts of the places we live. 


Rf you would like information about the advantages of smaller schools or tc"be 

an origina8cosponsor of this bill, please contact Martin Kifer at 5-~l. 5. - ­

. PRINTED ON RECYCl.ED PAPER' 
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Congressman . 

www.house.govlbaronhill .Baron Hill 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Angela Belden,' 202/226-6856 
PRESS RELEASE Friday, November 19, 1999 

., .' 

HILL SMALL'SCHOOLS CONCEPT ACCEPTED BY CONGRESS 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-:- For some time, Congressman Baron Hill. has been saying that when it comes 
to our 'schools, bigger is not always better. Today, Hill applauded the United States Congress for 
agreeing with hUn. The end-of-t~e-session spending bill passed by the House ·of Representatives 
contains funds to help local school districts make their~.chools smaller. 

"Reducing the size ofour schools has been at the top of my agenda this year," Hill said. "I am very 
pleased that my smaller schools concept is:now on the Congress' agenda too." 

"School size reduction is one of the many positive educational achievements in this bill," said Bruce 
Reed, President Clinton's Domestic Policy Adviser. "I am very proud of the leadership Congress­
~an Hill has taken in pushing the smaller schools concept. This initiative takes an important step in . 
creati,ng learning environments where kids feel·safe and coooected to their teachers, parents, and 

. communities:" 

The Omnibus Appropriations Agreement (H.R. 3194) passed in the House ofRepresentatives today, 
contains a $45 million appropriation to the Department of Education to promote smaller schools. 
The Department would distribute grants to local school corporations that want to reduce the size of 
their high schools. Earlier tms year, Hill introduced a bill (H.R. 3044), the "Smaller Schools', Stron­
ger Communities Act," with both Democratic and Republican support, that proposed a similar 
concept. 

, , 

"The tragedy at Columbine and other'recerit violent events at our schools have forced 'us to think 
about how we educate our children and how we can make our schools safer and better," Hill said. 
"Many of our schools are too big and too impersonal." 

Hill said there is not one easy solution to all of the problems our schools and our children.have. He 
says, howeve'r, that making our schools smaller will ,help, parents, teachers and students create a 
sense ofcommunity an4 connection within their schools . 

. -30­

www.house.govlbaronhill


I Congress seeksto shrink 
·.sizeofU.S. high schools 

· 

~" ... 

'ASSOCIATED PFlES,S " , More ,than one in 10 of the na­
',' Congress bas decided thatPres- . tion's high schools have enroll-, 

ident Clinton's push for smaller ments of 1,500 or more, acCording 
class . sizes is not enough - that'to the National Center of Educa­
America also needs to shrink 
many of its high schools. .' 

A provision in the. $390 billion, 
end-of-the-year budget .bill sets 
aside $45 million for school dis­
tricts to create programs '~dmake 
.physical changes at large high 
schools so students attending them 
have a more intimate experience. 

"Smaller' is better,"said. Rep. 
. Baton P. Hill; Indiana Democrat' 
and ,the program's aU#Wr, who' 
added thatsmallerspace.s "create 
this feeling that kids know 'their' 
teachers." . and that they feel con­
riected again."···... , 

Education Depar,tIilc::nt officials" 
say it will take monUls ,to set up the 
program. But as they envision it 
now,by the end ofnext year, school 
~tricts will be able' to apply for 
grants to redesign space'to create 

tion statistics. Mr. Hill and others 
believe that "learning communi-' 
ties." of 600 students or fewer are 
ideal. .. 

Educators say large high 
schools can reducesarety, hurt stu­
dent achievement .and make stu­
dents feel isolated. ' 

In Oregon's Salem-Keizer 
School District, where all five pub-
lie high schools have more than. 
1;800 students,. Kathleen Hanne- . 

. man said problems range from 
crowded hallways to ·students with 

"learning difficulties not getting the. 
help they need. '.. . .' . 

,"We're spread thin in counsel­
mg," said Miss Hamiemim,direc­
tor of secondary education. 

Rep. Brian Baird, a Democrat 
from Washington state who is.a co­

.. author of the legislation, said he 
smaller "schools within schools.'" . went to a500-s!Jldtmt high school 

Djstricts also could use the. where almost everybody knew ev­
money .to experiment with differ- eryone else. Joiriingsports teams 
,ent schedules; research how other and the band was a cinch. 
large schools create intimateset~'~ big school is an .overmanned 
tingsor start new programs such society. PeoplEl are expendable," 
as "career .academies" ,that put Mr. Baird said. "In a smaIl school, 
students in tOuch .With career men~ , you matter." .' . " . .... 
·tors. ..' " 
· '. "We regard it as a very signifi­
cant amouht of money," said Mike 
Cohen, assistant secretary for ele­
mentary and secondary education 
at the Education Department. "It 
~ fucus the attention on educa­
tors all over the country '--. it can 
help them think why it's important 

. to create smaller high schools." 

He talked With a fellow Demo­

cratic freshman, Mr. Hill, who 


. 

. since January had been gathering 
research showing students in 
small schools 'perform better. . 

"I didn't think' there was. any 
way I was going to get this passed I 
the fii:'st.t:4ne out,'~ Mr. Hill said. "It i· 
was a. surprise, but it, was a good 
surprise:' . 

£S&£. zse;:;::a:[". "GEl! :;:: ~ ...... _CS2S!tll_ 
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'for smaller schools 

3.0 November 1999 

Messenger-Inquirer· 

ROCKPORT-- A spending package passed by the U.S. 
House ofRepresentatives this month included funding 
designed to help local school districts'make their schools 
smaller.··' . 

, , 

The $45 million was included at the urging ofU.S. Rep. 
Baron Hill, an Indiana Democrat whose congressio~al 
district includeS:'Perry and Spencer counties. 

"The tragedy·at Columbine (the Coloradohighsthool where 
two students opened fire on classmates earlier this year) and 

" other recent violent events at our schdplshave forced us to 
think about how we educate our children and how we can 

, make our schools safer and better," Hill said in astatemelit.. (. 
"Many ofour schools are too big and impersonal. II 

Under the bill, the funding will be distributed by the 
. Department ofEducation to local school corporations that 

, want to reduce the size of their high schools., 
< .< , • • , 

"This ulltiativetakes an important step in creating le~rning 
environments 'where kids feel sate and connected to their 
teachers, parents and commumiies," Bruce Reed, domestic 
poiicy adviser to President Clii1to~ said in a statement.' 

Back to'Top 

Send a letter to the editor 

" 

,,' , . 

... . 

. '. 
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WASHINGTON'-- The year 2000 omnibus-spending bill includes a program 

'directing the·U.S. ~Education Department to promote the'creation 

of smaller local schools -- an initiative ,advocated by Rep. Baron 

Hill, D-Seymour,Ind. 


Hill introduced legislation las,t .month' calling for the Education 

Department to offer more incentives to creation smaller schools 

in response ,to ,the April massacr:~ at' Columbine Hi'gh" School in 

Colorado, where 15 died, and similar violent events 'ai:' other schools 

across the nation. 


A verSIon of his legislati'on was incll.ldedin the giant spending 

bill that, passed the 'House Thursday and the Seriate Friday. 


Hill thinks smaller schools would create more ofa sense of.community 
among. students and result' in less alien~tion. 

Budget negotiatoz:s. included $ 45 mil,lion 'for the Education' Department 
to.use in promoting.the ~maller-school,idea. 

"TJ:te tragedy at Columbine and other recent violent events 
at our schools have forced us to think 'about how we educate our 
children and he we can make our schools safer and' better," 
said Hill, a member. ,,'Many of 'our sc:p.~ols are." 
too big and too imPersonal." 
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WASHIl'TGTON, D,C.-::­
Indiana'sI',finth District 
Congressman Baron Hill says that 
when it comes to school size, big­
ger ,isn't neeessaril y better. Perry 
County's voice in the House of 
Representatives recently introduced 
his first major education bill. last 
¥leek. ,Nearly 150 middle s<;hool 
students from southern Indiana 
were on hand. 

The Smaller Schools,' Stronger 
Comm'unitles Act would provide 
grants to school di~tricts that want 
to develop a school size reduction 
strategy. It supports school districts 
that want torecluce the size of their 
school units, either through new 
building space or th~ough "schools 
within schools." ' 

Under Hill's, proposal, local 
scnoo) superintendents who want to, 
reduce the size of their schools 

~ 

u 
could received a grant from the size of their schools and give stu-
Department of Education to devel,­ dents astronger sense of communi­
op and implement their smaller ty. 
scho,ol plan, S~hOcil districts could, "The tragedy at Columbine and 

there were 262,000 elementary, 
,middle and high schools. in 
America, while today there are 
only 88,000 schools. In 1930 the 

receive a One-time grant of up to $2 other recent violent events at our: average school\ had 100 students. 
million.' , schools haveforce'd 'us to think Today, the averpge school has 510 

"When I was growing up in 
Seymour, there were, more high 
schools than there are today," Hill 
said. "Those communities were 
proud of their schools. The schools 
brought people together andhelped' 
keep their towns$trong and, vital' 
places to liye," . 

Hi II said school consolidation 
brougl1t about a "bigness" factor 

, that forces many students to attend 
, schools that make them feel dis-" 
connected and detached from their 
teachers, parents and communities: 
He introduced the smaller. school 

to encourage school districts to' 
create strategies that re'duce the; 

about how we educate our children 
and how we can make our schools 
safer and beUer:~ Hill said. "Many 
of our schools are too big and too 

,impersonaL" 
Hill said hehas'found many 

school ,principals support his ,initia­
tive. He quoted a prjncipar of a 
small high school as saying small 
schools "offer what met111 detectors, ' 
and guards 'cannot - the safety and 

stlldents. ' I, 

Hill's research shows children 
can achieve more ina 'smaller 
school than in aiarger school. His 
findings show students in smaller 
schools perfonn better in the cor,e 
subjects pf reading, !llath, history 
and science. 

"This biIl and the ·research I 
security of being where youare'h<:tve collected make a very simple 
known well by people who care for poin~about our schools, our kids, 
you." and our'selves," Hill said. "Our. 

• Hill cited research that illus- lives are better when we feel con­
wites how rrlllch schools 'have ',' neeted toth~ p~ople we live and 
grown in si'~e, In 1930, Hill said, work with."" ' 

_M.e~~, 
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': .. Ninth District ,COllllgRSsmarialBaron lHIiBA,.lIen, Riste~ to Corydon Junior . High SchooK PriricipaB 
. MallrU, JEastrimge speak at a Wasbingtollll, D.C., plress comeJretmc:e @n Od. 7. mUD asked students from 
the Corydollll and Sou:nlth Central jlUuruol!" rugbs ~o. join mm when lbe mrroollcoo 111111 ~dUDa'Qtion bUll 

~. caBled tlBe "§mallnell" §cnooBs, Stronger COmm~lI1lItlles Act." C(#)%"'fij;.:!l~f Z/) 

;,Juniori· .stuentsget ?~·I 

,' ..."'0 ..close ·100 .at govement 


By RANDY WlESl' Principal Mark Eastridge, who' was students took it in stride and some, I 
Editor invited to speak at the press confer-. took'it to heart, the principai said, As "" 

ence, echoed those comments. He for Eastridge, lie just . tried to go . 
,_ Students from two . fairly small said the .opportunity for the students, through it without crying. 
'.: j~!1ior high schools, Corydem and, their chaperones and teachers. to see The photographs of innocent Jews 

.. '<!'tiJ\tOuth Central, had an experience how a live press conference works in being executed' on the edge ofa pit· 
. : earlier this month that they'·lI never a garden out-side the. Capitol in by Nai.isoldiers, the infamous gas 
'-' forget. " , , Washington D.C., -'- i;Uld then be a chambers; and Jewish. prisoners 

.,:;': They got uP' very early ,on part of it - was "very'special, some- . packed in train cars were all very 
:qbursday. Oct. 7. flew to Baltimore; thing you normally don't get t? see." .. powerful,he said, but it was the film· 
,;got on.a· bus for Washington D.C.,. An~. perh.aps. even more'Impor- stories of the survivors who stayed I' 
;:'and tQok part in' Ninth District tant, I~ all remf?fced what:~tndge alive because dose family members, 
;::,Congressman Baron Hill's televised ~d hIS staff mes to do .~t hIS rela- usually mothers and fathers, who had' 

·~·.,press conference calling for legisla- .l.!vely~mall school: foster good rela- 'given their morsels of bread 'or kept 

>uonto make.schools .smaller safer uonshlps between students, faculty hope alive so their children might 


: and more personal. ' ' • and. parents, so "peopltl get to. know live, that were particularly' wrench" 

.. ' It was Hill's first major piece of ellch other as:people;"., ing, Eastridge said.' ­
education' legislation. . . Corydon eIghth gradersIGmberly "I was crying when I came out," he 
' . In the wake 'of the Columbine Spieth and Jessica Pack and South said.' " 

" High School massacre and other Central seventh graders Jenny . The students loured a new outdoor 
' recent school shootings, Hili. has' Babcock and Brittany Tuell also exhibit dedicated to' .the famous 
. ,introduced a bill called the ,smaller' spoke, and. then TV and newspaper, . d r
<;~chools, Stronger Communities Act. rep?rlers asked other: students for words of inspIration an las mg 
.',:;;It would provide grants to school c;lis- therrcomments followmg the press legacy of Depression-era, president 
<tticts ibat want to develop a school- . conference. . Franklin Delano Roosevelt.It fea­
::,~size reduction str!i.tegy through new. The students toured the .Capitol lures large granite figures of people 
:,::building .space or "schools within Hill, watch~ng the U.S. House. of doing' things like listening to his 
.; schools." RepresentatIves at work, and peenng '''fireside chats". or lining up, in soup 

. <.:: "When I wiiSgrowing, up in into the Senate chamber. lines.. ' , 
,>Seymour." ' the. first-year During their four-day whirlwind The teachers bought many books 

.' Congressman said, "ibere were more tour, they also spent a good deal 'of and artifacts dlat they Can use in their ' 
,high schools than there. are today: time on 'a special guided tour of the thematic instruction program on lIie 
:'nley were' high schools that neigh- Gettysburg Civil War battlefield. Civil War, as well as the new daily 
.oorhoodldds attended and local fam- Corydon Junior High students .and 20-ininutesHent reading. program 
.Hies supported. Those communities ~eachers are all involved in amulti- that everyone, students and teachers. 

~" were. proud of their schools. The discipline, in-depth srudyofthe Civil alike, are responding'to well, said 
.,~chools brought people together and . War period ofAmerican history. . EaStridge:.. . ' 
•. helped keep their towns strong and Eastridge said the new Holocaust The group of 80children and par- . 
: vital places to live." Museum in Washington was entsplllS eight chaperones returned 

'. Corydon Junior.; High School "absolutely oyerwhehriing." Some home late Sundar,Oct. .10. ' 

http:Roosevelt.It
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Hill futroduces Smaller School Initiative, 
Bigger is not always better. Seymour, there were more high initiative. He quoted a principal 

That's why Ninth District Con- schools thati.thefeare today~, of a sman high schools as say­
gressman Baron Hill said about' They were' higb sch,oolsthat mg small schoolS "offer what 

, our schools as he introduced his 'lIleighborhood kids attended and metal detectors and guards can­
. first major piece -of education' local families supported," aill not~Tbesafety and secUrity of. ' ; 
legislation. Hill filed his new 'Said. "Those communities were being where youareknown well 
bill, the Smaller Schools, Stron- proud of their schools;. The by PeOPle who 'care for you," , 

, gerComnmnities Act last Thul'&- schools brought peOple together Hill Cited researCh that' illu's­
day. He unveiled the bill in and helped k~ep their towns traleS how much schools have' 
Washington, joined by nearly strong and vital places to Jive." grown in size . .In 1930" Hills . ' 
150 middle scboolstudents from Hill said school consolidation 'said, there were 262,000 el- " 
southern Indiana. . brought about a "bigness" Cac- ,ementary, middle' and high 
The Smaller Schools, Stronger ' tot that forces many students to. schools inAmerica, while,today 

CommUnities Act would provide attend scbools that make them there are orily 88,000 schools, In 
, grants to' schools districts what feel disconnected and. detached 1930, the average' school' had 

want to develop a school size from their teacbers, parentSlUld, 100 students. Today the average 
reduction strategy. It supports communities. He introduced'the school has 510 students. 
school districts that want to Ire- , smaller scboolsbill to encour- Hill's research shows children 
duce the size of tbeirschooI age school districts to create can achieve 'more in a smaller 
units, either through new build- strategies that reduce the size of, schools than in a larger school. ' 
iog space or through "schools ,their schools and give students His findings show ,students in , 
within schools", Under Hill's astronger sense of community.· snialler schools perform better; 
proposal, local school superin- "The tragedy of Columbine in the care sUbjects of reading, 
tendents who want to reduce the 'and otherrecentvioient events math, history. and science. 

, t 	 size of their schools could re- .at our, schools have forced us to "This bill and the research I ' 
ceive a grant from the Pepart- think: about how we educate our have coileded'make a very 
ment of Education to develop, children and how we can make ~iinple point about our schools" 
and implement their smaller otir sch~ols safer and better," 'our kids, and ourselves," Hill 
school plan. School districts, Hill Said. "Many of our schools said. "Our lives are better when e-
could receive a one-time grant are too big and too imper~nal" , wefell connected to the people 
ofup to $2 million. . Hill said he has found many with whom we live and wor~." 
, "When I was growing up in school principals support this' , 

fo "'-	 I} 'r i 
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Small School Plan 

October 7,1999 

Carmel High School has 3, 340 s.tudents this year, making it the largest 
school in the state. 

For several.years Carmel. administrators have been discussing ways 9f 
creating a smaller feeling in the huge facility. One idea under consideration is 
creating small schools within the. school.. ' .. ­

, ,,'" ,. 

Dr. William Duke/Carmel Princip~l: "I think typically what it means is.that 
you construct yourself or you structure y.ourself into units of students or 

;groups of students in various ways. It Gan be done by curricular emphasis or 
it can be done geographically.. . 

Duke' applauds legislation introduced incongress by Baron Hill that would 
make a one-time-only grant of up to$2 million available to help large schools 
reduce their size. . 

Congressman Baron Hill/{D) Seymour: ''There's an abundance of evidence 
that shows that smaller schools and the students in smaller schools not only 
do bettefacademically, but they do better socially and so that's the reason 
I'm introducing the bill." 

The money says hill, would come from the National Department of 
Education's budget. . 

Hill: "I'm hopeful this is going to gain some momentum. We have 25 
co-sponsors on the bill already. Its a bi-partisan bill and so hopefully some 
time in the future we'll be able to pass it.. 
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Pointingthe'w,ay 

Baron Hill class at 
schools initiatiVe he will take back to Congress when they reconvene in a couple weeks. 
BORDEN mentary School. Miss Rumphius, a book about plailts
Congres.stI}all takes time Borden' Elementary Principal Myra and the environment. 
out to ~ afewlessons' Powell said he.r fourth g:aders are .':He was rea~ly great and. the kid: 

tv], bin currently studymg slate hIstory. and were really excIted to have hIm VISit;'
abo

,
ut was gton the electoral process, and that Hill Powell said of Hill's 40-minute visit. 

Before selling off on his 13-mile happily answered a multituJe of From Borden, Hill walked 13 miles 
and four hour walk from Borden to ' questions froni the students. to Salem where he was expected to 
Salem, Ninth Di'strict Rep. Baron Then it was on [0 the second visit with constituents at the Wash­
Hill visited with kids at Borden Ele- graders where Powell said Hill read ingtonCounty Courthouse. 

I , I* i 

Since Aug. 16. Hill has heen using 
Congress' month~long hreak to walk 
over 140 miles throughout the Ninth 
Disuicl. Hill is expected to visit at least 
25 cities before the walk is dolle. 

"I really can't think of a bener way to 
spent! m}~ time this month," he said. 

-Joshua Hamman1/ 


