MEMORANDUM

TO: Interested Pames ) S
, FR‘OM:: R Congressman*Bamn HﬂW _4
] RE — Clmton Admmlstranon Smalll Safe, and Successful ngh Schools

~ Initiative

I was pl‘ea‘sed‘tohear Vice President Gore's recent announcemeﬁl of the
Administration’s Small, Safe and Successful High Schools initiative. This

" initiative seeks to make our schools better by focusing on reducmg their size: ] am

very glad Vice Pre31dent Gore and others have been ralsmg the nat1onal proﬁle of
- this issue. - :

Since I entered Congress last year, T have been talking about school size. Thave
been working very hard to bring the benefits of smaller learning communities to . .
the attention of my colleagues and constituents. Enclosed are some materials
about this effort and a bill I introduced early last fall the Smaller Schools |
Stronger Commumtles Act H R. 3044

A growmg body of research pomts to the academ]c and social beneﬁts of teachmg
~ our children in smaller schools.  As I understand the Administration's Small, Safe,
- and Successful Schools initiative, local school districts could use competitive
grant money for the purposes proposed in H. R: 3044--the planning, development
“and mlplementatlon of smaller 1eammg communities. - |

I look forward to working with you on this important area of education policy and
.- would appreciate your keeping me informed about your work on this matter. I
~ would be pleased to share Wlth you the extenswe research I have done on thls .

1ssue



o Smaller Schools Stronger Commumﬁes‘ Act (H. R.'“3044 |

| Congressman Baron Hill (IN-09)

‘Since World War II, educators have followed the rule that bigger schools are better. Experts
have assumed that bigger schools ‘are superior because they offer students more courses, more

extracurricular activities, and save school districts money.

 The statistics on schools size show how dramatically this "bigger is better” approach has changed
 the way we edocate our children. ‘In 1930, there were 262,000 elementary, middle and high
schools in America, while today there are only 88,000 schools. In 1930, the average. school had -

| 100 students Whlle today s average school has 510 students

v Many education experts today, hoWe\’fler;'are questioning this "bigger is better" approach to
education. New research is shdwing that children do betteracaderilically and socially in smaller
schools that are closer to their homes and their parents. In addmon, smaller schools appear to

have hlgher attendance rates and hlgher pamc1patxon in school actmttes

: Students Wh() come from more dlsadvantaged econon:uc and educational backgrounds show the
- greatest acl:uevement gains in smaller schools Larger school size tends to stratify students into
different tracks which are oﬁen based on children’s educational and soc1al backgrounds.

The Smaller Sckools Stmnger Commumtzes Act pI'OVldeS grants to school dlSt[‘lCtS that want
to develop a school size reduction strategy. It supports school dlStI’lCtS that want to reduce the
size of their school units, e1ther -through new building space or throu gh 'schools within schools

The Smaﬂer Schoo]s, Strong‘er Conimu:nities Act:

e . authorizes ﬂex1ble challenge grants to local school districts (local education agencies -
LEAs) to develop and implement plans to create smaller schools. LEAs with well
thought out plans to create smaller schools or "schools within schools" could receive

grants,of up to §2 million.

° provides a clear and sunple application and reportmg process that holds LEAs
accountable for how they spend the grants, but keeps paperwork and adnnmstratwe costs

to an absolute mlmmum
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ms:i?mmmtempore Undera

previous-arder of the Homse, the gen-

memanﬁ'ommﬂimm EE.L)zs*rec-

'Iast April, shortly -aftar the terrible

tragedy that occmrred ab Columbine -
High School in Colorado, I sppks with ~
my freshman colleagne from the State .
of Washington - (Mr.
’ }eaguefmmWashmgtonis a trained.
psychelogist, so I asked-him -for his
thoughts about the Columbine tragedy.
Since Mr. Bmisamnedpsychoio-

gist, I was expectinga.long academic
explanation using lots of psychological

terms regular people -do not under-

stand.Instaad.heh&dasimyiesolu—

tinn.anexplammmloukedat me

and said, ‘“Baron, our schools are oo
big*and: ;heaa kids do»not k:now one a.n—

.other.”
Thacolnmmneiragedyandaﬁmrm‘

cent avents of violence In our schools

' have made all of us take a serious look |
at ‘our childten, oi¥ schools, and our- |

selves. These recent tragedies have
foreadnstothiﬂtabonthawwe ‘edu-
cate our children and how we can make
our schools safer and hetter.

Th:sisapersonalissueforma,for,.

.my wife, Betty, is a middle schoai
teachsr; andm'y:nungestdanghtet*}s
mﬁ:aezghthgmdsata'pubﬁc ‘school
_ in my homstown of Seymour, Indiana.
. T do not belleve thal there is ane easy
solution -t0 all of the problems our
schoois and eur children face. today,

nor do I hélleve that we politicians in.

Congress could pass sams law that
wnuldsolvaeveryschnolsandm

" ¢hild’s probiem. I strongiy believe thab
the people ‘who work with ehildren

gvery day, the parents, the teachers
and local schocl~administrators, are in
the best position to make decisious
about their schoods. - . - -

BAIED). My col- .

Bnﬁ»thiswaekraminmdnmng:amn
thatIhopewiIlmakesomesmanm—
,tribuﬁontaaddrssmngamhlemtﬁaﬁ,

© I and other peaple have been talking !

. about for many years. It is a problem |
. that the recent episodes of sehoel vio-|
| lencs in Colorado and Georgia and
gther’ places arcund the country have|
zmammnghtm-memreﬁmof[\
., our national debate. It in the problem
thntmycoﬂeaguebr.mmwaamlk—f

" ing about.
Qur schogis are too hxgandtoaim-‘

me:sonal. Too many of -qur children
wake -up every day and go to schoals/
thatmkeﬂzmnfeeldmconnectadand, :
dsmched from their teachers, their
.parem:s and their communities, The '
. goal of my bill thdt I am introducing,
: the Smaller Schools Stronger Commn-;
' nitles’ Act, IS to make our “schools

| smaller and to help parents, teachers |

‘tcdaymmmnkaTmmGoandclear

"SpﬁngandCarﬁa.nd,’nxmwarahigh

: local families supported. These com-

' schools that local kids atiemded a.ndj
!
Zmﬁaawsmndafthmrschoola.f

” Thair schools brought pecople together !

| and heiped keep their towns strong and !

'IWWMHW.

'lmeaasnhooismltheheamm!tha'

. communities, and when we comsoli-
dated, when school consolidation |

| forced - their high schools to close, It
! gors the heart out of these commu-
fmmmmmaladongwﬁhl "
J,ﬁmnsamis of ' ¢ther smaller schools |-
{ around  America were 'closed because ;
. for many years edncators have followed

:therﬂathstbimachoolsarehem
Furalongtﬁmeweanmmedm

Mmsahcoiswmheﬁnarbmthey

could save sckool districts maney.
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 how dramatically this higger-is-better

approach has changed She way we edn-
cate our children. In 1939 there werse

262,000 elementary, middle and hzg'h;
I
i

"sehools in America. Today there are

‘only 88,000 schools. Tn 1930 the average

" 'school had 100 stadents. Today’s aver- .

age school has 500 stadents. -

B 1
g Sameedncaﬁanexpa*tammwm;
guing that school consolidation has | |

gunetoomr More and more sducators
today believe that curahﬂdmndnbet—-l

"ter academically and secially in small- |

er schools thatmclosartathexr~

“homes and their' parents than in the |

big schools with thousands of students. ,I
!

o ! CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

' Am*mwamdamicm

'mentandschcolsizecandudedthat

‘high schools and smaller schools per-
formhamarmconmesubaecm of read-
ing, math, history, and science: St
dmi:smsmaﬂerschoalsalachavebet-

wmmmmmgmmy
'to get.in fghts or join gangs. Amm—f

ple who cars for you the most.
The bill that I am introducing, the |
Smaller Schoel Strong Strongsr Cam-f y
mnniti&sActpmvidesgxantatcsahool.'
districts that want to develop ‘school |

Because many schools have hecome too

big, they sametimes harm the students | %i%e reduction strategy. This- hill does |
they are supposed to be helping. Many ncti:rm-nﬁncearnewmandaneartrytol
students in big schoois mever develop. ;Micromanage local education aathor-

- gense a;fbelongmg'mthe:rschaols.

‘ tiomal association of seccndm sxﬁmell
principels released a repors. criticizing :

any meaningful reiationships wit:h ity Itmmyjymortﬂedncaﬁanlead—
their teachers and never experienced a emmschcoldismﬂctawhodacidathay

‘When I start loocking at the msue O.fn
hig schools, Iwassurpﬁsadtaﬁndt}:at}

some  of the biggest crifics of .hig:!
schoals are high school principals. T.hel

men and women who run our Righ;
schools, who work with our wema.g'ers

the bigness of today’s high scheals, ’mxe[
principals recommended that the high
school of the st century be much
more stuodent centersd and personal-
‘Hereiswhattheh:gﬁschocipnn-
cipals said: students take more intereas :

_mschoolwhenmeyexpenenceasensa! v'
.af belonging. Some Ftudents cope in !

lafa‘eimpersonal_hlghschoolsbemse}

'theyhavetheadvamag'eofextamal

mmatianthatmmthmmm
scend the diaadmtageofschonlsim
Many others, however, would bemefif ;
Mamammmatasetﬁngmwhich
their presence could he more readib;"

‘and repeatedly acknowisdged, Experts !

_have found that achievement leveis in -
smaller schools are higher especially

among children from disadvantaged

backmndswhoneedaxﬁmhelp

want 5o implement a plan to reduce the |

! size of < their school units either |

thmughmbuﬂdingspaceorthmngh

Ihopeth:sbﬂlwﬂlencomgsloeal
School districts to take a look af this -

ideaandpezhapstﬁmkabontm‘
theymmakemeirscbnolsmﬂer X

theixcozmumﬁesandthairments.
‘I‘hishﬂlamdtheacadammmeamhl
haveheend‘iscumnghmtadaymka'
amﬁmplepointahouﬂmschoolﬂ,
omr kids, and ourselves. Qur lives are |
besterwhenwefeeleonneccadtothel

meweﬁveandmkwiﬁ:.




ducati

~and’ Cortiand
‘schools that local kids attended
“and local families supported.

"their schools.

@ﬂ ma

Wheri I was growmg up in ]ack—

son County, thete were more high -

schools than there are today. In
towns like Tamplco, Cledr Spring
there were high

These communities were proud of
Their schools

- brought people together and
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helped keéep their towns strong
and vital' places to live. When

"+« school consolidation forced -their
* high' schools to close, it tore thex

heart out of those communities. -
These high schiools, along with

" théusands of other smaller schools

around America, were closed be-
cause for many years educators

have followed the rule that big-
~ger schools are better. For a long

time we all assumed that biggér
schools were better because they
could offer students more courses, .

-more extracurricular activities and .
could save school districts money

The statistics on school’s . size
show how dramahcally this “big-
ger is. better” approach has

‘changed the way we educate our

children. 'In 1930, there were

. 262,000 elementary, middle and
- . high schools in America, while to-

day there are only 88,000 schools.
In 1930, the average school had.

-100 students, while today’s aver-

‘high schools with'

S m

age school has ‘310 students
Some education experts are now
arguing that school consolidation
has gone too far. More and more
educators- today believe that our

children do better academically -

and socially in smaller schools that
are closer to their homes and their
parents than in big

aller scale is an advantag

top academ:c students and the star
athletes develop personal rela-
tionships with :the teachers,
coaches and administrators and

their grades and attendance- are

strong. The other 70 to 80 percent

of the students never develop close -

relatlonshlps with the adults’ in
. -their schools and

thousands of stu-

dents. Because

many schools have -
become too bigand
». bureaucratic, they™
sometimes harm
the stiidents they
are supposed to be
helping. Students
get lost in larger
schools and. spend
their days lost in |
“a cloak of- anon-
_ymity,”. where they

do not interact

... educators t@day
believe that our
children do better -
" academically and
socially in smaller
schools that are
 closer to their
homes and thelr -

pawénts v

their academic per-.
formance. suffers.
Most high school -
- students ‘do - not
know -a- teacher
they can go  to.
when they have a
problem. or need a
letter of recommen--
dation for a job or
- for a college apph—
~ cation.
Experts have

" ment levels ‘in
. smaller schools are

. with anybody out- i
side their small group of frlends

Many students in big: schools

never develop any meaningful re-

- lationships with their teachers and
‘never eXperience a sense-of be-‘
longing in their schools.
Recent research on school size.
-and academic achievement shows
that larger schools tend to “strat-
ify” students. In large schOols, the

~ higher, especially
among thildren from disadvan-
taged backgrounds who need ex-
tra help to succeed. A recent study
of academic’ achievement and
school size ‘concluded - that high
school -students in smallet schools
perform better in ‘the core subjects
of reading, math, history and sci-
ence. Students in smaller schools
also have better attendance records

~found that achieve- -

and are Iess hkely to get in fxghf:s
or join gangs. A principal of suc-
cessful small high schools recently
wrote. that small schools “offer
what metal detectors and guards
cannot — the safety -and security
of being where you are well
known by people who care for
you.”

-All of this academic research
makes. a very simple point about
our schools, our kids, and otir-
selves — our lives are better when
we feel connected to the people
we live and work with. It is-painful -
to think about all of the children

.in_ America, who wake up every -

day and go to schools that make
them feel disconnected and de-
tached from their -teachers, their
parents and their communities. 1
believe this sense of discofinection
contributes to horrible incidents of -
school violence such as the recent
shooting at Columbine ngh

School in Littleton, Colo.

There is not one easy solution
to all of the problems our schools - -
and our children have. But I be-
lieve we can help out our par-
ents, teachers and kids by mak:
ing- our schools- smaller and-.

. helping them create a sense 'of

community and connection that
we took for granted in previous

) generatxons
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Become an Ongmai Co-Sponsor of the
"Smaiier Schoois Stronger Commumtres Act" |

Dear Colleague:

* - Since World War Il, educators have followed the rule that bigger schools are better.
They have assumed that bigger schools are supenor because they offer students mare .
courses, more extracurricular activities, and save school dtstncts money. ‘ »

" The statistics on schools.size show how dramatlcaﬁy this "blgger is better” approach
-has changed the way we educate our children. in 1930, the average school had 100

students, while today s average school has 510 students.

Many education experts today, however are questioning this “btgger is better” approach

to education.” New research is showmg that children do better academically and .
* socially in smaller schools that are closer to their homes and their parents. In addition,

smaller schools appear to have hlgher attendance rates and hlgher partlcapatron in

. school activities.
Students who ‘come from more drsadvantaged economic and educat:onal backgrounds

show the greatest achlevement gains in smaller schools. Larger school size tendsto
stratify students into different tracks which are often based on children’s. educatxonal

and social backgrounds.

- 'The Smaller Schools, Stronger Communities Act. provides grants to school districts
_that want to develop a school size reduction strategy. It supports school districts that
want to reduce the size of their school units, either through new building space or

through "schoo!s wnthm schools

If you would !ike information abOut the advantages of smaller schcols or would like to
. bean originaf co-sponsor this bill, please contact Martin Kifer at 5-5315. o

PRINTED ON'RECYCLED PAPER
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BARON P. HILL» ) . o ' 1208 LONGWORTH Bunping
’ . . . . WASHINGTON, DC 20515 -
SH DISTRICT, INDIANA . * {202} 225-631%

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE DISTRICT OFFICE:

Suacgmmlrrée N RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT | '@@mm@%ﬁ ,ﬁ]{ tﬁg @%mm]tﬁﬁ %I&}L’E% . ' . 1321F1’3(;1'5r:)§$ﬁ2',‘£\£§31§7, ‘
COMMITTEE ONAGRICULTURE .~ . Bouse of Jﬁemzsmmimeg | o memam
' ) : @@lﬂaﬁ?}mg&un, BC 20515—1%09

SuBcoMMITTEE ON DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS,
OVERSIGHT, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

. . " September 29, 1999
STUDENTS NEED TO FEEL "CONNECTED"
- SUPPORT THE SAMLLER SCHOOLS, STRONGER COMMUNITIES ACT

For a long time, our approach to schools has been "bigger is better." In 1930, the average school
had 100. students, while today’s average school has 510 students. Some education experts are
_now arguing that school consolidation has gOne too far. More and more educators today believe
that our children do better academxcally and socially in smaller schools that are closer to their
~ homes and their parents than in big high schools w1th thousands of students. :

~

Because many schools have become too big and bureaucratic, they sometimes harm the students
they are supposed to be helping. Students get lost in larger schools and spend their days lost in
"a cloak of anonymlty, where they do not interact with anybody outside their small group of

fnends o ' T

Experts have found that achievement levels in smaller schools are higher, especia,l‘ly among
children from disadvantaged backgrounds who need extra help to succeed. Students in smaller
schools also have better attendance records and are less likely to get in fights or join gangs.”

This academic research makes a very simple point about our schools, our kids, and ourselves --
our lives are better when we feel connected to the people we live and work with. I believe that a
sense of disconnection contributes to horrible incidents of school Vlolence such as the recent

shootmg at Columbine ngh School in Littleton, Colorado

-

The Smaller Schools, Stronger Commumtnes Act provides grants to school districts that want

to develop a school size reduction strategy. It supports school districts that want to reduce the

size. of their schoo! units, either through new buxldmg space or through 'schools within schools !

If you would like 1nformat10n about the advantages of smaller schools or to, be an ongmal co-
sponsor of this bill, please contact Martin Kifer at 5-531 5. -

' Sincerely, '

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS,
OVERSIGHT, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

. September 27, 1999
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BE AN ORIGINAL COSPONSOR OF THE
SMALLER SCHOOLS, STRONGER COMMUNITIES ACT

When ] was growing up in Jackson County, indiana, there were more high

schools than there are today. In towns like Tampico, Clear Spring, and

Cortland, there were high schools that local kids attended and local families |

‘supported. Those schools brought people together and helped keep their towns

strong and vitaf pflaces to live. When school consolidation forced their high
:-schools to close, it tore the heart out of those commumt:es.

These high schools, along thh thousands of other smaller schools around
America, were closed because for many years educators have followed the rule
that bigger schoois are better. For a long time we all assumed that bigger
schools were better becawse they could offer students more courses, more

: ‘~extracurrucuiar activities, and could save school districts money. ,

‘We need to rethink our assump_tuons about larger schools. New research shows -
that achievement levels in smaller schools are higher, especially among children
from disadvantaged backgrounds who need extra help to succeed. This academic
research makes a very simple point about our schools, our kids, and ourseives--
our lives are better when we feei connected to the people we lwe and work

with.

The Smaller Schools, Stronger Communities Act provides grants to school districts
that want to develop a school size reduction strategy. It supports school

districts that want to reduce the size of their school units, either through new
building space or through "schools within schools.” It strengthens our
communities by returning schools to the hearts of the places we five.

~ [If you would like inforkﬁaﬁon about the advantages ;of smaller schools or to be -
. an original cosponsor of this bill, please contact Martin Kifer at 5-5315. >

" PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - ' Contact: Angela Belden; 202/226-6856
PRESS RELEASE ' o _ .~ Friday, November 19, 1999

HILL SMALL SCHOOLS CONCEPT ACCEPTED BY CONGRESS

WASHINGTON D.C- For some time, Congressman Baron HﬂI has been saying that when it comes
to our schools, bigger i is not always better. Today, Hill applauded the Umted States Congress for
agreeing with him. The end-of-the-session spending bill passed by the House of Representatives
contains funds to help local school districts make their.schools smaller.

“Reducing the size of our schools has been at the top of my agenda~ this year,” Hill said. “I am very
pleased that my smaller schools concept is.now on the Congress’ agenda too.” o

“School size reduction is one of the many positive educational achievements in this bill,” said Bruce
Reed, President Clinton’s Domestic Policy Adviser. “T am-very proud of the leadership Congress-
man Hill has taken in pushing the smaller schools concept. This initiative takes an important step in . -
creatmg learnmg envnonments where kldS feel safe and connected to then' teachers, parents, and
. commumtxes R

-

The Omnibus Appropriations Agreement (H.R. 3194) passed in the House of Representatives today,
contains a $45 million appropriation to the Department of Education to promote smaller schools.
The Department would distribute grants to local school corporations that want to reduce the size of
their high schools. Earlier this year, Hill introduced a bill (H.R. 3044), the “Smaller Schools, Stron-
“ger Communities Act,” with both Democratic and Republican support, that proposed a similar
concept. ' ‘ : - ‘ : ‘ :

“The tragedy at Columbine and other‘récén'f[ violent events at our schools have forced us to think:
about how we educate our children and how we can make our schools safer and better,” Hill said.
“Many of our schools are too big and too impersonal.” 4

Hill said there is not one easy'solotion to all of the problems our schools and our children have. He
says, however, that making our schools smaller will help parents, teachers and students create a
sense of commumty and connection Wlthm their schools

30
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'ASSOC!ATED F*HESS ‘
v Congress has decided that Pres-
ident Clinten’s push for smaller
class sizes is not enough — that
America also needs to shrink
many of its high schools. :

A provision in the $390 billion,
end-of-the-year budget .bill sets
aside $45 million for school dis-
tricts to create programs and make

physical changes at large high

schoals so students attending them
have a more intimate experience.
“Smaliler’ is better)” said. Rep.

‘|- Baron P. Hill, Indiana Democrat"
and the pmgram’s author, who’

added that smaller spaces “create

this feeling that kids know their-

teachers .. and that they fe@l con-
nected dgain.” " -

Education Depanment oﬁczals

say it will take monthsto set up the
program. But as they envision it
now, by the end of next year, school
districts will be able to apply for
grants to redésign space to create

smaller “schools within schoels.” *

Districts also could use the
money to experiment with differ-
ent Schedules, research how other
large schoals create intimate set-
tings or start new programs such
as “career academies” that put

students in touch mth caréer men- .

tors.
L fWe regard it as a very signifi-
cant amount of money” said Mike
Cohen, assistant secretary for ele-
mﬁsn’c.au:’yP and secondary education
at the Education Department. “It
can focus the attention on educa-
.tors all over the country — it can
help them think why it’s important
- to create smaller high schoeols.”

. ’Mere&than one in 10 of the na-
_tion’s high schools have enroil- -

ments of 1,500 or 1more, according

‘to the National Center of Educa-

tion Statistics. Mr. Hill and others
believe that “learning communi-
ties” of 600 students or fewer are.
ideal.

Educators say large h:gh
schools can reduce safety, hurt stu-
dent achievement .and make. stu-

" dents feel isolated. . .
In Oregon’s Salem- Kexzer

School District, where all five pub-

lic high schools have more than
1,800 students,- Kathleen -Harmne- |
- man said problems range from

crowded hallways to-students with

‘learning difficulties not getting the

help they.need.. .. -

“We’re spread thin in ‘counsel-
ing” said Miss Hanneman, direc-
tor of secondary education. .

Rep. Brian Baird, a Democrat
from Washington state who i isaco-

" author of the legislation, said he

went to a 500-student high school
where almost everybody knew ev-
eryone else. Joining sports teams
and the band was a cinch.

‘A big school is an overmanned

society. People are expendable,”

Mr. Baird said. “In a small school,

you matter”. -
He talked with a feﬂow Demo-

cratic freshman, Mr. Hill, who

-since Jantiary had been gathering
research showing students in’

small schools perform better.
“] didn’t think there was. any
way I was going to get this passed

the first time out,” Mr. Hill said. “It ;
was a surprise, but it.was a good |:

s e o o




for sioéxller schools
30 November 1999
‘Messenger-Inquirer .

ROCKPORT. - A spending package passed by the U.S.
. House of Representatives this month included funding
’ des1gned to help loeal schoel dlstncts make their schools

smaller. -

The $45 million was included at the urging of U. S Rep.
Baron Hill, an Indiana Democrat whose congressmnal
dlstnct mcludee Perry a.nd Spencer counties.

"The tragedy at Columbine (the Colorado. hlgh school where .

two students opened fire on classmates earlier this year) and
“ other recent violent events at our schools have forced us to
think about how we educate our children and how we can

- make our schools safer and better," Hill said in a statement. |-

"Many of .our schoois are too big and 1mpersonal "

o Under the bill, the ﬁmdmg wxll be d1stnbuted by the
‘Department of Education to local school corporations that
- 'want to reduce the size of their high schools

",ThlS m1t1atxvetakes an important step in creating learning
environments where kids feel safe and connected to their

' teachers, parents and communities," Bruce Reed, domestic -
pohcy adwser to President Clmton,, said i ina statement

Back to Top |

Send a letter to the edltor
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‘WASHINGTON == The year 2000 omnibus- spendlng blll ‘includes a program

"directing the 'U.S. Education Department to promote the: creatlcn
of smaller loc¢al schools -~ an 1n1t1at1ve advocated by Rep Baron

Hill, D Seymour, Ind.

’ Hlll introduced 1eglslatlon last month calllng for the Educatlon
Department to offer more 1ncent1ves to creation smaller schools

in response -to the April massacre ‘at’ Columbine ngh School in

Colorado, where 15 dled and smmllar v1olent events at other schools

across the natlon. . ' ‘ . : '_ :
A version of his législation was included ‘in the giant spending
blll that passed the House Thursday and the Senate Frlday

Hlll thlnks smaller schools would create more of.a sense of communlty
among. students and result in less allenatlon. : .

Budget negotlators lncluded 5 45 mllllon ‘for the Educatlon Department
to ‘use in promotlng the smaller school .idea. o

.“The tragedy‘at Columbinevand;otherfrecent violent events-
at our schools have forced us to think about how we educate our
children and he we can make our schools aafer‘and.betterﬁ“
said Hill, a first-term member. "Many of our schools are.
too big and too impersonal.® : , o L
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The Perry Cmmty News ® October 28, 1999 ® '7A :

WASHINGTON,

D.C.—
. Indiana’s - ‘Ninth District
Congressman Baron Hill says that

when it comes to school size, big-

ger isn't necessarily better. Perry
County’s voice in the House of
Representatives recently introduced

“his first major education bill last”’

week. Nearly 150 middle sghool
students from southern Indlana
- were on hand. :

. The Smatler Schools, Stronger
Communities Act would provide
_grants to school districts that want
to develop a school size reduction
strategy. It supports school districts
that want to reduce the size of their
school units, either thrOugh new
building space or lhrcuoh ‘schools
within schools.” L

Under Hill’s proposal, lacal

school superintendents: who want to .

‘teduce the size of their schools

could received a grant from the
‘Department of Education to devel-

op and implement their smaller
school plan. School districts could
receive a one-time grant of up to $2
mitlion.

" “When I was growmg up in
Seymour, there were more high

--schools than there are today,” Hill
“Those communities were
- proud of their schools. The schools
brought people together and helped -
keep their towns strong and vital -

said.

places to live.”
‘Hill said school consohdauon

fbrouﬂht about a “bigness” factor
. that forces many students to attend .
schools that make them feel dis-"

connected and detached from their
teachers, parents and communities:

create strategles that reduce the

size of their schools and give stu-
dents a stronger sense of communi-
ty. o .

“The tragedy at Columbine and

other recent violent events at our *
- schools have forced us to think

about how we educate our children
and how we can make our schools

safer and better,” Hill said: “Many "

of our schools are o big and too

) 1mpersonal

Hill said-he has found many

school principals’ support his initia~

tive. He quoted a prmcnpal of a
small hxgh school a8 saying small

there were 262 000 elementary,

" middle and high schools.
‘America, while today there are

only 88,000 schools. In 1930 the
average school\had 100 students.
Today, the averége school has 510
students. . a

£

Hill's research shows children
can achieve more ina smaller
school than in a:larger school. His
findings show students. in smaller
schools perform better in the core
subjects of reading, math hlstory. :
and science. :

schiools “offer what metal detectors .- -

and guards cannot - the safety and

security of being where you are”

known well by people who care for

you”
He introduced the smaller school -
bill to encourage school districts to

- Hill cited research that illus-

trates fiow much schools have -
- grown in size. In 1930, Hill said,

“This bi 1 and the- research I

‘have collected make a very simple

point about our schools,. our kids.
and ourselves,” Hill sald “Our.

“lives are better when we feel con-
. nected to-the people we hve and '
work wuh e . ‘



' «"-Seymour ‘ the

. ‘Minth District- C@mgmﬁmm ‘Baron Hﬂﬁ left, listens to Corydon Junior High School Principal

Mark Eastridge speak at a Washington, D. C., press conferemce on Oct. 7. Hill asked students from

" the Corydon and South Central junior. highs

caﬁﬁed t&ne “Smaﬁner Scﬁmaﬂs3 Stmxgger Commumﬁues Asﬁ.”

By RAN]DY WIES'B.’
Editor

Students from. two . fairly . smatl
“junior high schools, Corydon: and -

¥#outh Central, had an experience
garlier this month that they 11 never
forget L
- They got up very early .on
ursday, Oct. 7, flew to Baltimore,
got on . a- bus for Washington D.C., .
and took part in Minth District
Congressman Baron Hill’s televised
press conference calling for legisla-
tion-to make . schools smaller safer
~'dnd more rsonal :

It was Hill’s first major piece of

eciuc:mon legislation.

In the wake -of the Columbine
- High School massacre and other
recent school shootings, Hill has
. introduced a bill called the Smaller
2Schools, Stronger Communities Act.
t would provide grants to school dis-
icts that want fo develop a school- -
ize reduction strategy through new
mldmg space or “schools within
.:schools.”

! “When I was growing. up in
first-year:
Congressman said, “there were more
" high schools than there .are today.
hey were high schools that neigh-
borhood kids attendéd and local fam-
{lies supported. Those communities
“.were .proud of their schools. The

..8chools brought people together and -

. helped keep their towns strong and
;.vital places 1o live.”

Corydon Junior . High School

Pnncxpal Mark Eastridge, who was

invited to speak at'the press confer-.

ence, echoed thosé comments. He
said the opportunity for the students,
their chaperones and teachers o see
how a live press conference works in
a garden outside the Capitol in
Washington D. C.,‘—'—~ and then be a
part of it — was “very® specia] sOme-
thing you normally don’t get to see.”
And, perhaps. even more impor-
“tant, it all reinforced what-Eastridge
and his staff tries to do at his rela-
tively-small school: foster good rela-
‘tionships between students, faculty

and.parents, so people get to know- |

each other as'people.”

Corydon eighth graders’ Klmberly
Spieth and Jeéssica Pack and South
Central seventh graders Jeany

Babcock and Brittany- Tuell "also.
spoke, and then TV and newspaper

reporters asked other students for
their comments fo]lowmg the press
conference
The students toired the. Capuol
Hill, watching the U.S. House of
Representatives at work, and peering
.into the Senate chamber. .
‘During their four-day whirlwind
tqur they also spent a good deal of
time on ‘a special guided tour of the
Gettysburg Civil War bactlefield.
Corydon Junior High students .and
teachers are all involved in 2 mult-
discipline, in-depth study of the Civil
War period of American history.
Eastridge said the new Holocaust
Maseum in Washmgton . was
absoiuteiy overwhelming.” Some

to joim himm when he imtroduced &n edma&sam lbnlﬂi

/y‘a Jt‘. ‘\‘ L"“’

students took it in stride and some,
took it to heart, the principal said. As
for Eastridge, e just -tried to go
through it without crying. »
The photographs of innocent Jews -
being executed on the edge of 'a pit .
by Nazi soldiers, the infamous gas
chambers, .and Jewish prisoners

-packed in train cars were ali very
-.powerful, he said, but it was the film-

stories of the survivors who stayed
alive because close family members,
usually mothers and fathers, who had -

given their morsels of bread or kept

hope alive so their children might
live, that were’ pameularly wrench-=
ing, Bastridge said.

“I was crying when Icame out,” he
sald

- The students toured 3 new outdoor
exhibit dedicated to the famous
words of inspiration and lasiing
legacy of Depression-era president
Franklin Delano Rooseveit. Tt fea-

tures large granite figures of people

doing ' things like listening to his

“fireside chats” or hmng up, in soup
- lines. -

The teachers bought many booksA
and artifacts that they can'use in their -
thematic ‘instruction program on the

Civil War, as-well as the new daily

20-minute silent reading program
that-everyone, students and teachers.
alike, are respondmg to- well, saxd
Eastridge. - :

The group of 80 chddrcn and par-’
ents plus eight chaperones returned
home late Sunday, Oct. 10.



http:Roosevelt.It

: w
e e et B2

IR

P Tt AR ety st s

e

st

Hill Emmduces Smaﬁ@r S@h@@ﬁ Em@aﬂve

initiative, He quoted a pnncxpa’l

Bigger is not always better.

That’s why Ninth District Con-
gressman Baron Hill said about

- our schools as he introduced his
‘ first major piece -of education’

 legislation. Hill filed his new

bill, the Smaller Schools, Stron~

~ . ger Communities Act last Thuirs-
. day. He unveiled the bill in
Washington, joined by nearly -
150 middle schiool students from

southern Indiana: ~ .
‘The Smaller Schools, Stronger
Communities Act would provide

* grants to schools districts what

want to develop a school size
reductioni Strategy. It supports

schoo! districts that want to re- .
‘duce the size of thenr school
units, either through new build-

ing space or through “schools
within schools”. Under Hill’s

proposal, local school superin-

tendents who want to reduce the
size of their schools could re-
ceive a grant from the Depart-

ment of Education to develop .

and implement their smaller

school plan. School districts .

could receive a one-time grant
of up to $2 million.
“When I was growmg up in

e - - Pi’-ﬁ"] D’ //f

S

Seymour* there were more high

- schools thari:there are today..

They were: hngh schools that

 neighborhood kids attended and

local families supported,” Hill

“said. “Those communities were

proud of their schools. The
schools brought people together
and heiped keep their towns
strong and vital places to live.”
‘Hill said school consolidation

. brought about a “bigness” fac-
- tor that forces many students to_

attend schools that make them
féel disconpected and detached

from their teachers, parents and,

communities. He introduced the
smaller schools bill to encour-
age school districts to create

strategies that reduce the size of -
their schools and give students -
a stronger sease of community. -

“The tragedy of Columbine

“and other recent violent events
at our schools have forcedusto

think about how we educate our
children and how we can make
our schools safer and better,”

Hill said. “Many of our schools

are too big and teo impersonal.”

Hill said he has found many

schaoi principals support this'

jo=11 - ,‘f"j_’

of a small high schools as say-
ing small schools “offer what
metal detectors and guards can-

:
i

not—The safety and secuity of - :

being where you are known well
by people who care for you.”

Hill cited research that illus- .

trates how much schools have’

_grown in size. In 1930, Hills -
said, there were 262,000 el- -
-ementary, middle and high
schools in America, while today

there are onily 88,000 schools. In
1930, the average school had

school has 510 students.

Hill’s research. shows children
can achieve more in a smaller
schools than in a larger school. -

‘100 students. Today the average

His findings show students in =~

smialler schools perform better -
in the core subjects of reading,

math, history, and science.
“This bill and the research I -

have collected make a very

simple point about our schools,

“our kids, and ourselves,” Hill .
said. “Our lives are better when

we fell connected to the people:

thh whom we live and work.”
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We bcheve smalicr, commmuy-basad
schools provide children with a beuer

_ leaming atmosphere. The - legislation:~
could help some school dnstncxs schncve

ot :‘hda e:§imallei schdols into Iarger

ators felt lhe need to

ics dmve those deca

;But reversmgdxmc(mn is costly prb
i hibitively-costly in some cases. *

**Hill-correctly stated that it’s the";blg
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ness? factor that forces some studens to -

., feel’ dtsconnegted and detached from =
the:r teachers; parents and communities. |

,‘ :Smaller, local schools certamly would

_ cnhance cmhmunny pride.

how the face df edumuon has changed

,.:States Today there are 88,000 schools
1 with an average. ancrdance of about 500
chxldren ﬂ :
Snme studerits, of course. wm thnve
in any setting, but most will have a bet-

“ter chance at success ina more mtmmte
setung g

" tion of other legislators and is given
serious ‘consideration.” - °

= In 1930 there wete 262,000 elementary,;.
T mnddlc gnd high schools in the United -

We hope Hill’s proposal gets the atien- _

N aw A em

T e

"It sounds tike a wise mvcszment in our’ .
cm!drens fumre. St
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Smail School Plan
Qctober 7, 1999 .

‘Carme| High School has 3, 340 students this year makmg it the Iargest
. school in the state. '

For several years Carmel admrmstrators have been discussing ways of
creating a smaller feeling in the huge facmty One idea under consideration is
creating small schools within the school .

Dr. William Duke/Carmel Prmclpal "l thank typlcally what it means is. that
.you construct yourself or you structure yourself into units of students or

" -groups of students in various ways. It can be done by currrcular emphasss or
it can be done geographically .. :

Duke applauds legisiation introduced in congress by Baron H|l| that would
make a one-time-only grant ofup to $2 mllhon avatlabte to help Iarge schools
reduce therr size. .

' Congressman Baron Hnll/(D) Seymour "There s an abundance of evidence -
that shows that smaller schools and the students in smaller schools not only
do better academically, but they do better socrally and so that's the reason

’ ‘ - I'm introducing the bill." .

The money says hill, would come from the National Department of
Educatnon s budget. :

Hill: “I'm hopeful this is going to gain some momentum. We have 25
co-sponsors on the bill already. Its a bi-partisan bill and so hopefully some
time in the future we'll be able to pass |t
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U S. Rep. Baran Hill spoke to school chnldren in Mrs. Lcckmand‘s fourth-grade class at Borden E Etememary School Ha!t was in Borden touting a new smalle

schools initiative he will take back to Congress when they reconvene m a couple weeks.

BorDEn
Con: takes ume
out fo teach a few lessons

about Washington

Before setting off on his 13-mile
and four hour walk from Borden to
Salem, Ninth District Rep. Baron
Hill visited with kids at Borden Ele-

mentary School.

Borden: Elementary Prmmpal Myra ,

Powell said her fourth graders are
currently studying state history. and
the electoral process, and that Hill
happily answered a multitude of

- questions from the students.

Then it was on to the second
graders where Powell said Hill read

Miss Rumphius, a book about plan
and the environment.
“He was really great and the kids

were really excited to have him visit,”

Powell said of Hill’s 40-minute visit.
‘From Borden, Hill walked [3 miles
to Salem where he was expected 10
visit with constituents at the Wash-
ington-County Courthouse.

S
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Since Aug. 16, Hill has been using
Congress’ month-long break to walk
over 140 miles throughout the Ninth
Disrict. Hill is expected (o visit at least

~ 25 cities before the walk is done.

“Treally can't think of a berter way 10
spcnd iy time this month,” he said.
~Jos lma Hammann



