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HOUSE OF REP.~.E$E:N1AT.I'/ES 

WASH INCiiTQN, D~, C. ZQSI5 


. October 18, 1999 ' 

The Honorable Will.iatti Cliriton 
, ,'President ofthe Uomd states 

1600 PetmBylvama Avcmue NW 
Wasbingtcllt DC 20502 ' 

,Dear PresidentClinton: 

Oar ~a±ion's yomig people have abig ~fn'~'filtur~ of ~a, but nlmY' of , 
oiJr cbild:i'en at" mtbemg provided with B.deqUate 'educatiolial opporluhl1iesthatwill 
allow'therD. ,to takii: adva.rita.ge of the progpmity aDd promise'of the' new global 
economy. ,TragicaUys an enti:ie gc::o.erat;ion rifpoor urban and nu:a.l child:fen, many 

, minority and underedueated... ~missing out on the A111erlcan dream. At the time of 
Ullp:rec~ted econonrl~ growth in this col.1Il1ly these children are being left b~ 
~e is our outnlge? Wheto is AmedcaJs outrage? These c~dnm deserve better. 

Investment in public education is the key to developing young minds and gi"\ting all 
of America's cbilClren a'chanoa to excel At the present ti:me, however~ ~ significant 
nw:nber of young people: attend schools ~ero fa.cilities are c~ling, classrooms , 
are overcrowded, students are without computers, and Itrtem.et access! and many 
teachers are Ullcerti:fied ana. underqualified. While there are many dedicateCi 

,teachttrs aD.d great jl'llblic sJ?hJJols in this COUlltry, it is a slla.tne when even one child 
in theUnited Staws receives an obsolete fllld madequate educ~ 

The situation is ,bleak f!lr those who ,fine! f:b.e:o.:J.se1ves dropphig out of otgraduating , 
ftom, low-perlo:rming aclioolB. Many .'of these young people ar~r doomed to 
experl~e the' nega.tive ,effects of illitetaoy, joblessness" pte.EIiat'\lIe pregnaoci.es,' 
drug abDse,and,guu' yiolence. There are 1.8 mitliouyoung m:eJi arid women 
Incarcerated,' In' .A:iOedca. 'Most aTe poOr; ,'most, ate miD.Orlt;y, and an are 
undereducated. Why do We spen4 $84,00'0 per...YetD: to keep sQD:J.e6ne incarcerated, 
and an1.y $9tOOO p~.ye~ to educate him. or .ber?,"We believe that it makeS the most 
'sense to give people the tools they need to cOmpete b~'they end up in jail or an 
the street." , 

http:pregnaoci.es
http:Itrtem.et
http:adva.rita.ge
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'President Clinton 
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Under the guiBe of promoting incr~ed cOJIipetition in educa:lfu:a, some ar~e that 
~ scbools should be ,fOl'Ced to improve by ~ them of reS01ll'ces. This 
approach undermirlOS our public school system by fidling to providft disadva:c:tag~d 
students md .scho~lsj many of whom an: already r~liource d.eprlvet\ with the ex1J:a 
n'lll:'tlll:b:lg'and resom-ces 'that they need to aebieve significant reform. 

, We mWlt de~~ and implement ~gies to provide all YOung men anti WOmetl in 
school with core acadeWio ~es gEed toward World-class 'stHIldards which 

, will prepare them for career, opport:Imities iJ;L the mote competi1ive global economy. 
This ,can be accomplishe,d by providing targeted a~e t~ low-perfO.ttning 
schools so that t.hey en deve1<JP 'and adoptrefutm plans, that incltJde cballengjng 
cw:rlcUla, bigbly-qlla1i:.6.ed teachers, a:od higher .xpectations that make achievement ' 
possible. ' 

As educators. adm1rustrators. 1lIli0llreprese:ntative,a~ parents,' business leaders) public 
officials, and :t'I:1"-feseiltatives 1i'om educatiOn.' taitb" and COBlmumty_bas,ed 
orgatrizatiOmI from across, the cotmtry. we represent a. broad. croas-sectf,on of 
concerned citizens interested in ~arking on a. national'campaigrl to preserVe and 
strengthen. our public schools. WO'inteJld to pmsae a com.prehensive, needs based 
strategy at 'the fedeN! level to ensure that schools that bave peen, determined to be 
~1lJJdeIPf:I'.fu:.tOJing are ptuv,ided with direct federal resources to close the 
fimdiag and acbie~lMlleJlt gaps. , " 

, The federal gOrir::amCnt,Di.Ust tske eveIy stop it em to h.elp create' a leVel playing 
, field fdrall6f Critt nauOn's' studelltSJ , es,pe~ thrisl;i'who liVQ in mgb:rie'ea areas. 
The efforts ofthe federal gaveirinnmt must be coordifia1:cd by y6't.lr aCfIniDistration so 
tbiit resou.r:c;es em be maximized aud the nation's attention fOC1lS~d on this important 
issue. We :needyour leadership and that ofVice President Gore so 1;h.at we caD..make 
an ideal~'the tra:aBfuIJl1llti~ of every disadvantaged mban. and IUr8.1 schQol i.U, 
Ame.ru:a inm a center ofeduca:tiona.l exceJ1mce-a. reality. 

Towams this goa.l; ,we Wou1~ like, to ~est a White House meeting on thi~ issue to 
be attended 'by a wide range ofpeople who have a. stake in ensuring, the aupcess of 
Amf:cica.'s public school System. The pUlpose oftbis meeting is two..fold: 1) to start 
a national dialogue focusing en the inequities in the funding and quality of public 
edUcation l1vailabl.e to America's poorest urbsin and, Illl'al c::hildnm; and, 2) to 
establish a conserlSUlfon a plan ofaction tDadd.te!s ,tI:t.e probleJllS ofpoor aild lllldcir­
perfortning publio'/lchcolS. ',: ,,' ", 

~ 
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. There is no qu=llion that public eduaation has helped lilBke the U.S. the world leader 
that it is today~ It must be our nation's priority to nsdicallytefOIIIl poor perfonning 
public schools tf we 'are' to rmsure '8. BU.CCessfill ,fu.ture £or our cbildren and our 
country. ' 

Sincerely, 

Charles B. RaJigd 

Hugh PricelUrban League , 

Mlchae1 Casserly, Council ofGreat City Schools 

National Alliance ofBlack Bahaol Educators 

Board ofEducatiOnfJf1he CiJiy ofNew YcIklCfumceIlor Crew, 

Princetcm Training AssQciatcs, Ted Gershon . 

Wellington WebbJ U.S. CIl1.tWiD1 ofMayors 

American. Association ofSchobl Ad:ministratOis 

Nationai.AssocianonofSccondmy Sd;ooi l'riilcipalS 


co; 	 Vice President AI Gore 

First Lady HillaryRodhar.o:Cl.i:Ilton ' 

Iohn Podesta . ' 

Lw;ry Stain 

Gene Sperling 

Richard Riley 


\. 
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June 8. 1999 

The Hon0rable \\" illiam J. Cl1n'ton 
The \\nile Hou.>e 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20502 

Dear President Clinton: 

Recent events make it clearer than ever that we must tum our attention and 
resources to address the needs of America's, children. The school shootings 
in Colorado and Georgia have been a tragedy for the nation. It is tembte to 
have senseless acts of violence snuff out young lives before they truly begin. 
It is important that these incidents are not viewed in isolation. In schools 
across our nation.. the lives of our young people are being cut short and their 
hopes and dreams deferred not only, due to violence but also because of 
illiteracy, school drop outs, teen pregnancies, incarceration, and drug abuse. 
The widespread occurrence of these tragedies demonstrate that somewhere 
along the way many of our children have lost hope for the future. 

, The Administration has been quick to allocate America's resources to 
intercede in a tribal war thousands of miles from U:S. soil in the former 
Yugoslavia. It is hard to justify this policy when so many of' our own 
children are in need of these critical resoUl'CCS. The severity of the issues 
facing our children should lead us to only one conclusion: we must first take 
care of our kids at home. No child living in the richest country in the world 
should live without hope for the future. 

Investment in public education is the key to' developing young minds and 
giving all of America's children a chance to excel At the present time, 
however, some of our young people attend schools where facilities are 
crumbling. c1~-rooms are overcrowded, students are without computer and 
internet access. and many teachers are uncertified and underqualified. It is a 
shame thal the United States maintains a public education system that 
subjects some of its students to a poor quality of education-in effect, 
dooming them to a futuie that is bypassed by,the prosperity and promise of 
the new global eronomy. 

\' . , . 

t • II' 
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TragicJlly. the young p.eoP.le·-' ho are most Ilkely to t.: subjected to an 
:nferior education in this system are those who anend school in urban and 
~ral l.f"C.J.S ~ith high rates 0:" po\erty and those who are of African 
Ameri.:-.an and Hispamc desc~t. In a country that prides itself on its 
:eadership in world affairs. the negative effects of race and income continue 
to have a pervasive impact on the quality. of education and the life's chances 
of affe-cted students, These educ~ional disparities are a national disgrace 
and must be addressed. ' 

Statistics show that one out of every two black men in the District of 
Columbia are in jail; and one' out of every three in the country are 
incarcen..ted. There are 1.8 mill.ion young men and women inc:arcerat.ed in 
America. Most are poor, most are minority', many are addicted to drugs, 
and all are undereducated. Seventy percent of prison inmates do not posses 
basic literacy skills. Why do we spend $84,000 per year to keep someone 
incarcerated but only $9,000 per year to educate him or her? Wouldn't it 
make more sense to provide people with the tools they need to compete 
before they end up in jail or on the street? The U.s. must reassess its 
misplaced priorities and make a greater investment in its public education 
system so that all of America's children can receive a quality education that 
enables them to compete in the global economy of the 21st Century. 

It should be made clear that, in general,' America's public schools are in good 
sbape. Our public schools continue to produ~ productive individuals who 
are prepared to take on the demands of bigher education and the workforce 
upon graduation. This fact has not been lost on educators, union lCaders and 
public officials from across the country who. have acknowledged the value of 
our public school system: 

• 	 Sandra Feldman, President of the American Federation of Teuhers: 
"America's most successful public service of any kind, the public 
schools, educate the great majority of our children, offer an avenue for 
upward mobility, and foster. a sense of common purpose among our 
people." 

http:inc:arcerat.ed
http:Ameri.:-.an
http:p.eoP.le
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• 	 Jr. RLidolpb ere"', Sew York Public Schools Chancellor: .. [ have 
~hosen to make my commitment to publlc education. an Amencan 
:::stitution that h3.S helped thi$ country and its people grow and pr0$per 
fJr more than a century and an institution that should be given the 
support it needs to bring our nation and its people into the ~ 1st 
century." 

• 	 Richard Daley, Mayor for the city of Chicago: "America's public 
schools are too valuable for us to lose for they are the foundation upon 
which tbis great nation has flourished." 

Given that most of our public schools are fulfilling their educational mission.. 
it would be foolish to throw out our entire public education system, as some 
have suggested. when there are only a few parts that need to be overhauled. 

I, along with key educators, administrators, and public officials from across 
the country. stand ready and prep~ed to embalt on a national campaign to 
reform and strengthen our public schools.' We intend to pursue a 
comprehensive, needs based strategy at the federal level to ensure that 
schools that serve disadvantaged students are provided with additional 

. federal resources to close the ftmding and achievement gaps. This 
comprehensive strategy is revolutionary ,and goes beyond the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act, which attempts to establish accountability 
and performance measures without providing needy public schools with the 
means needed to achieve them. 

Our plan includes targeting those areas where students are suffering from 
inadequate resources. In order to achieve optimal results, .these targeted 
communities would be required to enter into a voluntary agreement that 
waives school district, Union.. and local and state government regulations as a 
pre'l:ondition for recei'ting federal assistance for school reform, This plan 
embraces standard measures for increased performance, some of which you 

, aCknowledged in your State of the Union address, including the need to: 
modernize ~hools, r.rise standards. increase accountability, bring high 
quality teachers to the classroom. provide school report cards to parents, 
create smaller class' sizes, and introduce innovative partnerships between 
schools. parents, and the private and!nonprofit sectors. 
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Our plan also expands the concept of a national education initiative 
d~d::at~d to attra.cting the ~s: a.nd brightest of our youth to teach in urban 
and rural s.:hcols. The p~ sh0uld be supplemeTl:~d by a national 
coUege internsh.ip program des1gned to attract students' from all majors to 
tutor, rehabihtate facilities. ic::oduce technology, and mentor students. 

It is imperati'ie that we de\-elop a new paradigm to keep kids in school and 
pro\;de a solid educational fOl.mdation. world class academic skills, industry 
r~-ponsive job training and preparation for post-secondary education and 
life-long learning. The efforts of the federal government must-be coordinated 
by your office in order to~ our resources, and focus the nation's 
an.ention on this issue. 

You have recently embarked on a new initiative to focus federal resources in 
those areas of the. country that have been 1.iDderde'fe!oped in terms of 
business opportunities. It is important to recognize, however, that this 
'"'new markets" i.nitiati\'c cannot ·thrive without also nurturing the 
underdeveloped human talent mthese distreSsed areas. We must have new 
minds for new markets if we are serious about truly improving the 
conditions of poor communities throughout America. 

Due to a strong economy and budget surpluses, the U.S. now has a unique 
opportunity and strong incentive to invest in its human capital. If we are to 
maintain and enhance our stan.lS as a world leader, the federal government 
.must continue to promote activities that ensure economic vitality, personal 
security, and expanded opportunity for all Americans into the 21 st 
Untury. 

. . 
I would appreciate the opport'Jnity to meet ....;th you as roon as possible $0 

that ( can provide you v.ith more details about my plan to reform low 
a.:b.ieying schools. Thank yot: for your time and consideration . 

.---. 

http:internsh.ip
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..:c . Richard Rl;;:-Y 
JOM Podest3 
Larry Stein 

. J 3..:k Le\l, 
Gme SperL:;g 
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1une 22, 1999 

The Honorable William 1. Clinton 
President of the United States, 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D~C. 20502 

Dear President Clinton: 

Since I last wrote to you about the state of American public education and the 
necessity to improve upon the system to meet the needs of aU of our children, 
other prominent leaders from the public and private sector have commanded. 
national attention with remarks that relay similar observations and conclusions. 

, In his recent statements before the 10int Economic Committee, Federal Reserve . 
Board Chairman Alan Greenspan, highlighted the need for an increased focus on 
our education system. Remarld.ng that the U.S. falls "far sh~rt" in grades K 
through 12, Greenspan stated that he was "hard-pressed to see how we can 
maintain what is increasingly an intelhx:tual-based output system if there is a 
significant proportion of our working groups are unable to' have insight into 
that process." 

Gn~enspan was not alone in his concerns. IBM Chairman Louis Gerstner noted 
the "deplorable condition of our system of public education" and our lack of 
competitiveness when compared with the other nations of the world. He 
predicted,"unless we arrest the wasting decline of our public schools--and do it ' 
now-America is destined to be an also-ran in the emerging digital economy," 
Both Greenspan and Gerstner's remarks illustrate that investment in public 
education is not only the key to developing young minds and giving all of 
America's children a chance to excel, it is the key to America's' economic 
future. 

'" 
~ '. ,. 

',; - . 
. . :.. ~.' 
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It is becoming increasingly clear to many across the ~ountry that some parts of 
our current education system~ are producing students who come out of high 
school with a knowledge base, that is'incomplete or, obsolete. Some schools 
produce graduates ill-equipped to compete in an 'increasingly fast-paced, 
knowledge-based, technological world. It is deplorable that some Of our young 
people, many or whom are minorities in poor urban areas, are doomed to failure 
beCause they atte:nd re'sour,ce-poor' schools where, facilities 'are cnnnbling, 
classrooms' are overcrowded, students' are without computer and internet 
access, and many teachers' are uncertified and'underqualified. 

Failing students in poor communities are almost sure, to face high rates of 
illiteracy, incarceration, joblessness, and drug abuse. Since 1970, the prison 
population has increased from 260,000 to 1.8 million people in 1997 (neady a 
600% increase). Studies indicate that 70% of inmate's lack basic literacy skills, 
49% have not completed high school, more than 70% used illegal drugs one, 
month prior to their arrest, and 40% in state prisons lived below the poverty 
level prior to incarceration. It is important to realize that these incarcerated 
individuals are not born criminals. Many are the product of failed, support 
systems, including schools that have neglected to provide them with the proper 
tools to compete and excel in today's s~ciety. It is unacceptable that some of 
our children are locked up with no hope for the future in the richest, most 
powerful COUDtryin the world. 'This is a waSte 'of talent and productivity. 

Now that the war in Kosovo has ended, it is time to 'deClare a war muCh closer 
to home--one of great significance to national security and to the economic and 
social stability' of ou~nation.' America's new "war" at home should be a 
national initiative to reform failing public schools. The remarks of Greenspan, 
Gerstner, Denver Mayor WellingtOO Webb, Vice President Gore andinany' 

'others signify :that many' knowledgeable and influential' Americans are 
recognizing, the need to focus ourattentioIi on thiS effort. 

" _' I' •• 

Contrary to what some claim, the' answer is not to throw out the entire public 
education system when only a few parts are dysfunctional. The U.S. must , 
focus on turning disadvantaged schools inside out so that, they can be 
transformed into model schools where students can learn in a positive, and 
affinning environment. This effort requires aserious commitment from the 
federal government With substantial, cooperation from local and state 
government, teachers unions, parents, and businesses. 'Serious school reform 
would entail providing better ,teacher training, more effective curricula, 
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improved access to new technologies, refurbished or new faciliti~s, smaller class 
sizes and innovative partnerships between schools, c".lsinesses and 
commWlities. 

As a community, we should establish, strong expectatio:'5 for student 
perfonnance based on academic literacy, social corr:;etency, CIVIC 

responsibility,' ·occupaiional opportunity, and technical proficiency. 
Additionally, these expectations should be aligned with the n~ds of the U.S.

'. . 
economy so that we can continue to produce strong .economic growth. 
Investment in public education is the key to developing young minds and giving 
all ofAmerica's children a chance toexccL 

Iurge you to establish a task force on public education to study these reform 
measures and others as a means to address the funding and achievement gaps 
among America's poorest urban and rural school districts. This task force 
should include individuals representing teachers, parents, school administrators, 
public officials, communities and businesses. In addition, I am asking you to 
initiate a national conference designed to help the country focus on this 
important issue. It is important· that the conference be limited to discussions 
about "rejuvenating and redefining the public education system--not by 
entertaining schemes that divert resources from it--but by using" innovative 
techniques that can enhance and strengthen the current system. 

There is no reason why a country possessing the genius and talent to develop 

the internet,' create innovative computers and software, and generate enough 


. produce to feed the world, cannot successfully reform its own public education 

system. We have the know-how and expertise, now we need the willpower 

and commitment. 

Democrats have defended the public education system on the premise that 
education should be universally available so that the talents of all children can 
be developed and nourished for the betterment of soCiety. pur defense of the 
system, however, does not mean that we accept the parts that do not work. I 
stand alongside many others who are ready to reform those scboolsthat fail to 
provide our children with a decent education. 
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. Public education has helped make the U.S. t:'! world leader that it is today. It 
mu~t'. be our' nation's prierity to. radical;:~ referm poer perferming public 
schoels if we are to. guarantee our children's ~~!Ure in the glebal economy. 

Thank you for your time and censideration. : look forward to talking with you 
further about this matter in the near future. 

/ /
/' / 

.51nce¢y,
//I. 

. Rangel 
\fember of Congress, 

CBR:mmr 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20.515, 

. OCtober 18) 1999 ' 

The Honorable William Clinton 

Presidentofthe United States·' . 


, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW' .. 

Washington, DC 20502 .. 

'. Dear President Clinton: 

Our nation's young people have a big 'stake in the future of America, but many of ' 

our children are not being provided with adequate educational opportunities that will 

allow· them to take advantage of the prosperity and promise of the new global 

economy. Tragically, an entire generation of poor urban and rural children, many' 


, minority and undereducated, are missing out on the American dream. At the time of ' 

unprecedented economic growth in this country these children are being left behIDd. 

Where is oW: outrage? Where is America's outrage? These children deserve better." 


Investment in public education is the key to developing young minds and giving all 

of America's children a. chance to excel. ,At the present time;ho~ever, a significant 
number of young people' attend schools where facilities are c~bling, classrooms 
are overcrowded, students are without computers and Internet access, and many 
teachers are uncertified and underqualified. While there· are many dedicated' 
teachers and greatpublic schools in this country, it is a shame when even one child 
in the united States receives an obsolete and inadequate education. 

The situation is bleak fo~ those, who :fi.rld themselves dropping out of or graduating • 
from low-perfonning schools. ,Many. of, these young people are doomed to 
experience the negative effe~ts of illiteracy, joblessness, premature. pregnancies, 
drug abuse, and gun violence. .There are 1.8 nilllion young men and women 
incarcerated. in· America. Most· are poor, most· are minority, and all are' 
undereducated. Why do we spend $84)000 per year to keep someone incarcerated, 
and only $9.000 pier year to educate him or her? We believe that it makes the most 
sense to give people the tools they need to compete before they end up in jail or on 
the street. . .. 

OC'f 20 pr-J12: 19 . 
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Under the guise of promoting increased conipetition ~ education, some argue that ' 

failing schools should be forced to improve by starving them of resources. This' 

approach undenninesour public school system by failing to provide disadvantaged 

students and schools. many of whom are already resource deprived, with the extra 

nurturing and resources that they need to achieve significantreform. 
. ' 

We must develop' and implemimt strate~es to provide all young men and women in 

school with core academici competencies gea:red toward world-class standards which 

will prepare them for career opportunities in the more competitive global economy. 


, This 'can be accolIlplished by providing . targeted assistance to low-performing 

schools so that they can develop aoo adopt refonn plans, that include challenging 


, cunicula, highly-qualified teachers, and higher expectations that make achievement ' 

possible. 

, ' 

As educators, administrators, union representatives, parents, ~ess leaders, public, 
officials, and. repl~esentatives from education" ,fai~ ,and community-based 

, organlzations. from, across' the country, we represent Ii broad, cross-section 'of 
concerned citizens interested in embarking OI;1 a national campaign to preserve and 

, strengthen our public schools. 'We intend to pursue a cm::nprehensive, needs based 
strategy attha federal level to ensure that schools that have been. determined to be' 
failing/underperfonning are provided with. direct federal resources to close the 
funding and achievl:ment gaps.' . .. . 

, . \' . .') 

The federal govemment must take every stop it caD. to help creat~ a level playing 
field for all of oilrnation's students, especially those' who live in high need areas. 
The efforts of the federal govemmentmust be coordinated by your administration so 
that resources cm be maximized and the nation's attention focUsed On this important 
issue..We need your leadership and that ofVice President Gore so that we can'make' .. , 
an ideal--:-the· transfonnation of every disadvantaged mban and. rm:a1 school in 
Amenca into a center ofeducational e~cellence--a reality. 

. . .' 

Towards this goal, we would like to request a White House meeting. on this issue to 

be attended .by a wide range of people who have a stake in ensuring. the success of 

America's public school System. The purpose ofthis meeting is two-fold: 1) to start 

a national dialogue focusing on the inequities in the funding and quality of public 

education available to America's poorest urban and rural children.; and, 2) to 

establish Ii consensus on Ii plan of action to 8ddress the problems ofpoor and under­
perfonning public schools. . . ..,. 

, ;. 

\ ,, 
! 



President Clinton 

October 18, 1999 
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There is no question that public education has helped make the U.S. thfi world leader 
that it is toda.y. It must be our nation's priority to radically reform poor perfonning , 
public schools· if we are to ensure a successful future for our children and our 
country. 	 . . 

Sincerely; 

Charles B. Rangel 

Hugh PricelUrban League 

Michael Casserly, Council ofGreat City Schools . 

Nationru Alliance ofBlack School Educators . 

Board ofEducationof the City ofNew York/Chancellor Crew. 

Princeton Training Associates, Ted Gershon' . 

Wellington Webb, U.S. Council ofMayors 


. "American Association ofSchool Administrators . 
NationalAssociation of Secondary School PrinCipals 

cc: 	 Vice President At Gore 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 

John Podesta . 

Larry Stein' .. 

Gene Sperling 

Richard Riley 


, , 
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