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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
' WASHINGTON, D.¢. 20515

. October 18, 1999

The Homrable Wﬂham Clm;ton
President of the United States

1600 Pennsylvania Averue NW

Washington, DC 20502

"Dear Pres:dent Chnton

Our nation’s ymmg paopla have a big stake n ﬂae future of Ammna, but msny of |

our children are not being provided with adaquate educauonal oppormmﬂea that will
allow them to take advantage of the prosperity and promise af the néw global
economy. Tragically, an entire generatmn of poor vrban and mral children, many
' minority and indersducated, are missing out on the American dream. At the time of

unpreccdsntad economic grawth in this conntry these children are being left behind. -

Where is our outmge‘? Where is Amsuca s outrage? These chﬂdran deserve be’ttex

Tovestment in pubhc education. is the key to developing young minds and giving all
of America’s children a chance to excel. At the present time, however, a significant

nimber of voung people attend schools where facilities arg crumbling, classrooms

are overcrowded, students are without computers and Internet acoess, and many
teachers are uncertified and underqualified. ~While there are mamy dedicated

-teachers and great pnbhc schools in this country, it is a shame when even one child

in the United States receives an obsclete and inadequate educzb.on.

' The sxtunnnn is bleak for those who find mamsalwa dmppmg out of or graduaﬁng ‘

from, luw~parfomnng schiools, Many -of these young peoplé are doomed to
experience the negattve effects of illitetacy, joblessness, premamre pregnancies,
drug abuse, and gun violence, There sre 1.8 million young men and women
incarcerated . in' Ameérica. Most zre poor;. inost -are minority, epd all are
uodereducated, Why do we spend $84,000 per.ystr o keep someone incarcerated,
and only $9,00D per year to edycate him or her? “We believe that it makes the most
sense to give peopile the tools ﬁm}r nzed ta cnmpete before they t:nd up in jajl or on
ihe street.
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‘President Clinton.

October 18, 1999
Page Two

" Under the gnise of promohng increased competition in educaﬁnn, some argue that

failing schools should be forced to fmprove by starving thexn of resources. This

* approach undermines otr public school system. by failing to provide disadvantaged

students and schools, many of whom are already resource deprived, with the cxtra
nurturing’ and resouzces that they need fo a::h:.eve mmﬁcant refonn

- We must develop and nnplemcnt sttatagms to provide a]l ymmg men and Women in
school with core academio competencies gearad toward world-class stanidards which
' will prepare them for career opportmaities in the more competrﬁve global econamy,
This can be accomplished by providing targeted pssistance to low-performing

schools so that they can develop and adopt xefotm plang that include challenging

curricula, bighly-qualified teschers, snd higher expectations that make acmevement 3

possible.

As educators, adm:mstrators, union. represantanvea, parents ‘business leadara, publm
officials, end representatives from education, faith, and community-based
organizations from across the colmfry, we represent a broad crods-section of
concerned citizens interested in embarking on a netional campa;lgu, to preserve and
strengthen our public schools. We intend to pursue a comprehensive, needs based
strategy at the federal level to ensure that schools that have been determined to be
failing/underperfororing are provided with direct ﬁ:dm:s] resourced to close the
funding aud achievement gaps.

The federal govemmcmt minst take every stop it i can, to halp create 2 level playing

. field for all of oitf nation’s students, . especially those who live in hlgh piged areas.

The efforts of the federal govermment must be coorditiated by your administration so

that resources can be aximized and the nation’s aftention focused on this important

issuo. We need your leadership and that of Vice President Gore so that we can make

an ideal—the transformation of every disadvantaged wrban eand rwal school in .

America infn a center of educational excellence—a reahty

" Towards this goal, we would like to rcquest a White House meetmg on this issue to

be attended by a wide range of people who bave a stake in ausm:mg the success of
America's public school system, The pupose of this meeting is two-foid: 1) to staxt
a national dislogue focusing on the tnequities in the funding and quality of public
educatiop available to America’s pucraat urban and rural children; and, 2) to
astablish a consensuson & plan of actmn to address ﬂm problems of poor and unﬂcr

pmormmg public schools, :
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President Clinton
October 18,1999 -
- Page Three

. There is no question that pubhn education has helped make the U.S. the world leader
that it is today. It must be our nation’s priority to radically reform poor performing
public lchnolsﬁwemta meamcﬁsﬁﬂﬁlmraforourchﬂdrmandom
country,

~ Sincerely,

Charles B. Raugel

Hugh Price/Urban League

Michael Casserly, Council of Great Cﬂy Schnuls

Natiogal Alliance of Black School Educators

Board of Education of the City of New York/Chancellor me
Princeton Training Associates, Ted Gershom

Wellington Webb, 1.8, Council of Mayors

American Association of School Administrators .
Nasional Association of Secondary School Principals

co: Vice President Al Gore
- First Lady Hillary Rodham Clintonn
John Podesta
Larry Stein
Gene Sperling
Richard Riley
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o ranATIaN Q&Jashmgton DL 20515-3213
June 8, 1999

The Honorable William J. Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20502

Dear President Clinton: .

Recent events make it clearer than ever that we must turn our attention and
resources to address the needs of America’s. children. The school shootings
in Colorado and Georgia have been a tragedy for the nation. It is terrible to
have senseless acts of violence snuff out young lives before they truly begin.
It is important that these incidents are not viewed in isolation. In schools
across our nation, the lives of our young people are being cut short and their
hopes and dreams deferred not only due to violeace but also because of
illiteracy, school drop outs, teen pregnancies, incarceration, and drug abuse.

The widespread occurrence of these tragedies demonstrate that somewhere

along the way many of our children have lost hope for the future. ~

- The Administration has been quick to allocate America’s resources to
_intercede in a wibal war thousands of miles from U.S. soil in the former
Yugoslavia It is hard to justify this policy when so many of our own
children are in need of these critical resources. The severity of the issues
facing our children should lead us to only one conclusion: we must first take
care of our kids at home. No child living in the nchcst countzy in the world
should live without hope for the future

Investment in public education is the key to developing young minds and

- giving all of America’s children a chance to excel At the present time,
however, some of our young people attend schools where facilities are
crumbling, classrooms are overcrowded, students are without computer and
internet access. and many teachers are uncertified and underqualified. It is a
shame that the United States maintains & public education system that
subjects some of its students to a poor quality of education—in effect,
dooming them to a future that is bypassed by- the prosperity and promise of
the new global economy. :



“The Honorable William J. Clinton
June 8, 1999
Page 2

Tragically, the young people. who are most likely to be subjected to an
‘nfenor education in this system are those who attend school in urban and
«ural areas with hugh rates of poverty and those who are of Afnican
" Amencan and Hispanic descent. In a country that prides itself on its
ieadership in world affairs, the negarive effects of race and income continue
to have a pervasive impact on the quality of education and the life's chances
of affected students. These educational disparities are a national disgrace
and must be addressed. ' '

Statistics show that one out of every two black men in the District of
Columbia are in jail; and one out of every three in the country are
incarcerated. There are 1.8 million young men and women incarcerated in
America. Most are poor, most are minonty, many are addicted to drugs,
and all are undereducated. Seventy percent of prison inmates do not posses
basic literacy skills. Why do we spend $84,000 per year to keep someone
incarcerated but only $9,000 per year to educate him or her? Wouldn't it
‘make more sense to provide people with the tools they need to compete
before they end up in jail or on the street? The U.S. must reassess its
pusplaced priorities and make a greater investment in its public education
system so that all of America’s children can receive a quality education that
enables them to compete in the global economy of the 21st Century.

[t should be made clear that, in gcneral Amenca s public schools are in good
shape. Our public schools continue to produce productive individuals who
are prepared to take on the demands of higher education and the workforce
upon graduation. This fact has not been lost on educators, union leaders and
public officials from across the country who have acknowledged the value of
our public school syste-m

o Sandra Feldman, President of the American Federation of Teachers:
“America’s most successful public service of any kind, the public
schools, educate the great majonty of our children, offer an avenue for

upward mobxhty, and foster a sense of common purpose among our
people '
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‘The Honorable William J. Clmton

June 8, 1999
Page 3

¢ Dr. Rudolph Cre\x \e\& York Public Schools Chancellor: "l have

chosen to make my commitment to public education, an Amenican
:astitution that has helped this country and its people grow and prosper
for more than a century and an institution that should be given the
support it needs to bring our nation and its people into the 21st
century.”

o Richard Daley, Mayor for the city of Chicago: “America’s public
schools are too valuable for us to lose for they are the foundation upon
which this great nation has flourished.”

Given that most of our public schools are fulfilling their educational mission,
it would be foolish to throw out our entire public education system, as some
have suggested, when there are only a few parts that need to be overhauled.

I, along with key educators, administrators, and public officials from across
the country, stand ready and prepared to embark on a national campaign to
reform and strengthen our public schools. We intend to pursue a
comprehensive, needs based strategy at the federal level to ensure that
schools that serve disadvantaged students are provided with additional

‘federal resources to close the funding and achievement gaps.  This

comprehensive strategy is revolutionary and goes beyond the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act, which attempts to establish accountability
and performance measures without providing nwdy public schools with the
means needed to achxe\e them.

Our plan includes targetiﬁg those areas where students are suffering from
inadequate resources. In order to achieve optimal results, these targeted
coomunities would be required to emter into a voluntary agreement that
waives school district, union, and local and state government regulations as a
precondition for receiving federal assistance for school reform. “This plan

~ embraces standard measures for increased performance, some of which you

acknowledged in your State of thc Union address, including the need to:
modernize schools, raise standards, increase accountability, bring high
quality teachers to the classroom, provide school report cards to parents,
create smaller class sizes, and introduce innovative partnerships between
schools, parents, and the private and’nonprofit sectors.



The Honorable William J. Clinton
June 8, 1999
Page 4
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Our plan alsc expands the concept of a national education initative
dedizated 1o atiracting the bes: and brightest of our yvouth to teach in urban
and rural scheols. The progam should be supplemenied by a national
college interuship. program designed to attract students from all majors to
tutor, rehabilitate facilities. inroduce technology, and mentor students.

Itis imperative that we develop a new paradigm to keep kids in school and
provide a solid educational foundation, world class academic skills, industry
responsive job training and preparation for post-secondary education and
life-long learning. The efforts of the federal government must be coordinated
by vour office in order to maximize our resources, and focus the nation's
attention on this issue.

You have recently embarked on a new initiative to focus federal resources m
those areas of the country that have been underdeveloped in terms of -
business opportunities. It is important to recognize, however, that this
“pnew markets” initiative cannot  thrive without also nurturing the
underdeveloped human talent in these distressed areas. We must have new
minds for mew markets if we are serious about truly improving the
conditions of poor communities throughout America.

Due to a strong economy and budget surpluses, the U.S. now has a unique
opportunity and strong incentive to invest in its human capital. If we are to
maintain and enhance our status as a world leader, the federal government
‘must continue to promote activities that ensure economic vitality, personal

security, and expanded opportunity for all Amenczns into the 21st
Century.

I would a;ﬁprecia:e the opportunity to meet with you as soon as possible so
that [ can provide you with more details about my plan to reform 10w
achieving schools. Thank you for your time and consideration.

/ es B. Rangel

-~ —Member of Congress
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-Richard Riley

John Podesta
Larry Stewn:

Jack Lew
Gene Speriing



House of Wepresentatives
tWashington, E)QZ_,:OS!B-{&?IE

June 22, 1999

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States .
The White House :
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20502

‘ Dear President Clinton: -

Since I last wrote to you about the state of American public education and the
necessity to improve upon the system to meet the needs of all of our children,

other prominent leaders from the public and private sector have commanded .
~ national attention with remarks that relay similar observations and conclusions.

~In his recent statements before the Joint Economic Committee, Federal Reserve

Board Chairman Alan Greenspan, highlighted the need for an mcreased focus on
our education system. Remarking that the U.S. falls “far short” in grades K
through 12, Greenspan stated that he was “hard-pressed to see how we can
maintain what is increasingly an intellectual-based output system if there is a
significant propomon of our working groups are unable to have m31ght into
that process.’

Greenspan was not alone in his concerns. IBM Chairman Louis Gerstner noted

‘the “deplorable condition of our system of public education” and our lack of

competitiveness when compared with the other nations of the world. He

predicted, “unless we arrest the wasting decline of our public schools--and do it .

now--America is destined to be an also-ran in the emerging digital economy.”
Both Greenspan and Gerstner’s remarks illustrate that investment in public
education is not only the key to developing young minds and giving all of
America’s children a chance to excel, it is the key to America’s econonuc
future.

N r

VIAN

@iungress of the @nited States


http:Remarld.ng

The Honorable Wllham J Clmton

June 22, 1999

) Page2 ' _ &

. LT w*m- e .

Itis becommg mcrcasmgl) clear to. many across the country that some parts of
our current education system- are producing students who come out of high
school with a knowledge base that is incomplete or obsolete. Some schools
produce graduates ill-equipped to compete in an ‘increasingly fast-paced,
knowledge-based, technological world. It is deplorable that some of our young
. people, many of whom are minorities in poor urban areas, are doomed to failure
because they attend resource-poor "schools where - facilities are cmmblmg,'
classrooms - are overcrowded, students are without computer and internet
access, and many teachers are uncemﬁed and’ underquahﬁed

Failing students in poor communitics are almost sure to face high rates of
illiteracy, incarceration, joblessness, and drug abuse. Since 1970, the prison
population has increased from 260,000 to 1.8 million people in 1997 (nearly a
600% increase). Studies indicate that 70% of inmates lack basic literacy skills,
49% have not completed high school, more than 70% used illegal drugs one
mionth prior to their arrest, and 40% in state prisons lived below. the poverty
level prior to incarceration. It is important to realize that these incarcerated
individuals are not born criminals. Many are the product of failed support
- systems, including schools that have neglected to provide them with the proper
'~ tools to compete and excel in today’s society. It is unacceptable that some of
our children are locked up with no hope for the future in the richest, most
powerful country in the world. This is a waste of talent and productivity.

Now that the war in Kosovo has ended, it is time to ‘declare a war much closer
to home--one of great significance to national security and to the economic and
social stability of our nation. America’s new “war” at home should be a
national initiative to reform failing public schools. The remarks of Greenspan, -
Gerstner, Denver Mayor Wellington Webb, Vice President Gore and many
‘others signify ‘that many hmwledgeable and influential - Amencans are
recogmzmg tke nced to focus our atte'mon on thls effort. : -

Contrary to what some claim, the answer is not to throw out the entire public

education system when only a few parts are dysfunctional. The US. must -

focus on turning disadvantaged schools inside out so that. they can be
transformed into model schools where students can learn in a positive. and
affirming environment. This effort requires a serious commitment from the
federal government with substantial cooperation from local and state
government, teachers unions, parents, and businesses. - Serious school reform
would entail providing better teacher training, more effective curricula,



The Honorable William J. Clinton
June 22, 1999 ‘
Page 3

: L A . )
improved access to new technologies, refurbished or new facilitizs, smaller class
sizes and innovative partnershxps between schools, btusinesses and
communmes « '

As a community, we should establish- strong expectatio=s for student
‘performance based on academic litéracy, “social competency, civic
responsibility, - occupational opportunity, and technical proficiency.
Additionally, these expectations should be aligned with the needs of the U.S.
economy so -that we can continue to produce strong ecomomic growth.
Investment in public education is the key to developmg young minds and giving
all of America’s children a chance to excel. :

Turge you to establish a task force on public education to study these reform
measures and others as a means to address the funding and achievement gaps
among America’s poorest urban and rural school districts. This task force
should include individuals representing teachers, parents, school administrators,
public officials, communities and businesses. In addition, I am asking you to
initiate a national conference designed to 'help the country focus on this
important issue. It is important that the conference be limited to discussions
about- rejuvenating and redefining the public education system--not by
entertaining schemes that. divert resources from it--but by using innovative.
techniques that can enhance and strengthen the current system.

There is no reason why a country possessing the genius and talent to develop
the internet, create innovative computers and software, and generate enough
produce to feed the world, cannot successfully reform its own public education
‘system. We have the know-how and expemsc, now we need the willpower
and commitment.

Democrats have defended the public education system on the premise that
education should be universally available so that the talents of all children can
be developed and nourished for the betterment of society. Our defense of the
system, however, does not mean that we accept the parts that do not work. 1
stand alongside many others who are ready to reform those schools that fail to
provide our children with a decent education.
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The Honorable William J. Clinton
June 22, 1999

Page 4

. Public education has “helped make the U.S. =2 ;xyorld leader that it is today. It

must: be our nation’s priority to radicali: reform poor performing public

‘schools if we are to guarantee our children’s “ture in the glabal economy.

Thank you for your time and consideration. :look forward to talkirig with you
further about this matter in the near future.

ey
»Since;e(y,

. Rangel
of Congress.

CBR:mmr
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- October 18, 1999 -

‘The Honorable William Clinton' -
. President of the United States -

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20502

- Dear Pres1dent Clmton

-Ounr natmn s young people have 2 big stake in the fumre of Ame:nca but many of -
our children are not being provided with adequate educational opportunities that will -
allow them to take advantage of the prosperity and promise of the new global
~ economy. ‘Tragically, an entire generation of poor urban and rural children, many’
. minority and undereducated, are missing out on the American dream. At the time of -
unprecedented economic growth in this country these children are being left behind.
Where is our- ou’u‘age'? ‘Where is Amenca 8 outrage? These chﬂdren deserve better

Investment in public education is the key to developxng young mmds a.nd glvmg all
- of America’s children a chance to excel. At the present time, ‘however, a significant
- number of young people attend schools where facilities are crumbling, classrooms
“are overcrowded, students are without computers and Internet access, and many
teachers are uncertified and underqualified. While there are many dedicated -
teachers and great pubhc schools in this country, it is a shame when even one child .
in the Umted States receives an obsolete and madequate educahan '

The sxtuatlon is bleak for those who ﬁnd themselvas droppmg out of or graduatmg '
from low-performing schools. Many. of. these young people are doomed to
experience the negative effects of illiteracy, joblessness, premature pregnancies,
drug abuse, and .glm',vio}enc‘e “There are 1.8 million young men and women
~ incarcerated. in' America. Most are poor, most are minority, and all are’
. - undereducated. Why do we spend $84,000 per year to keep someone incarcerated,
; and only $9,000 per year to educate him or her? We believe that it makes the most
©- . - sense to give people the tools thay need to compete befcre they end up in Jall or on
. the street . o ‘
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" President Clinton -
October 18, 1999
- Page Two -

Under the guise of promoting increased competition in education, some argue that
failing schools should be forced to improve by starving them of resources. This

* approach undermines our public school system by failing to provide disadvantaged
students and schools, many of whom are already resource deprived, with the exu'a. _'
nurturing and resources that they need to achieve mgmﬁcant reform : ;

' We must devalop and xmplement strategles to prov1de all young men and women in
school with core academic competencies geared toward world-class standards which
- will prepare them for career opportunities in the more competitive global economy.
This can be accomplished by providing ‘targeted assistance to low-performing
schools so that they can develop and adopt reform plans that include challenging
. curricula, hlgmy—quahﬁed teachers, and hlghar expectahans that make achevement :
possible. : .

As educatcrs admmlslmtcrs, union representatives, parents business 1eadms, pubhc _
officials, and  representatives from education,. . faith, and community-based
: orgamzatmns from across the country, we represent a broad -cross-section of
concerned citizens interested in embarking on a mational campatgu to preserve and
. strengthen our public schools. “We intend to pursue a comprehensive, needs based
' strategy at the federal level to ensure that schools that have been determined to be
fmlmgfunderpaxfonmng are prowded with. d1rect federal resources to close the

' fundmg and achlevm:nent gaps - :

[

 The federal government must take every stop it can to help create a level playmg
. field for all of our nation’s students, especially those' who live in high need areas,
' The efforts of the federal govermnment must be coordinated by your administration so -
that resources can be maximized and the nation’s attention foctsed on this important -
‘issue. We need your leadership and that of Vice President Gore so that we can make
an jdeal—the transformation of every disadvantaged wrban and rural school mn
- Amenr.:a into a center of educational excellence--a reahty .

Towards this goal we would like to rcquest a White House maetmg on this i issue to
be attended by a wide range of people who have a stake in ensuring the success of
America’s public school system. The purpose of this meeting is two-fold: 1) to start

~ a national dialogue focusing on the inequities in the funding and quality of public
education avaﬂab}e to America’s poorest urban and rural children; and, 2) to
establish a consensus .on a plan of actmn to address the pmblems of poor and under— .
performing pubhc schools. - -
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QOctober 18, 1959

i Page Three.

, There is no questmn that public education has hslped make the U.S. the world leader ‘
that it is today. It must be our nation’s priority to radically reform poor performing *
‘public schools if we are to ensure a successful future for our chlldren and our

country

o Sinceréiy; '

Charles B. Rangel

' . Hugh Price/Urban League

Michael Casserly, Council of Great Clty Schools - B
National Alliance of Black School Educators o ‘
Board of Education of the City of New Yorlc/Chancellor Crew

Princeton Training Associates, Ted Gershon *

. Wellington Webb, 1.S. Council of Mayors _
- . American Association of School Administrators

National ,Asso;iation of Secondary School P{rincipals

cc:  Vice President Al Gore

First Lady Hh]]aryRodham Chnton '
John Podesta
* Larry Stein
Gene Sperling
Richard Riley ~
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