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President Clinton has started
off the new year by continuing
President Bush's tradition of

giving a daily “Points of Light”.

award to honor people who have
done outstanding volunteer
woric

The pame of the award comes
from President Bush's descrip-
tion of people who do community
service as “points of light” Mr.
Bush gave the award to 1,020
people while he was in office; Mr.
Clinton decided to resume the
awards after a national summit
on volunteerism in April.

The Knights of Columbus Su-
preme Council provided $250,000
to the Points of Light Founda-
tion, a Washington charity, so it
could assist the President in
making the choices and carrying
out the award program. More in-
formation about the award win-
ners and the program is available
at the foundation’s World-Wide
Web site:  hutp://www . pointsof
light.org or by getting in touch
with the foundation at 1737 H
Street, N.W., Washington 20006;
(202) 223-9186.

Following are the names of the
first recipients that President
Clinton has announced:

1021." Amy Achor, Waco,
Tex., who organized the Central
Texas Youth Summit after at-
tending the Presidents’ Summit
for America’s Future and who co-
founded Loving Hands, a youth
group that works with nursing-
bome residents and homebound
people.

1022. Give a Parent Sup-
port, Tucson, Ariz., whose volun-
teers provide in-home support
and training to first-time parents
who are at high risk for child
abuse.

1023. Operation Clean Slate,

Costa Mesa, Cal., a graffiti-pre-
vention program that provides
young people with a positive al-
ternative to gang-related activi-
ties.

1024. John J. George, De-
troit, who founded Motor City
Blight Busters, a volunteer-run
group that works to revitalize
and beautify inner-city Detroit
neighborhoods. -

1025. Father’s Active in
Children’s Education, Mont-
gomery, Ala., which promotes
the positive involvement of fa-
thers, uncles, grandfathers, and
other males in the educational
development of children by such
activities as serving as tutors,
providing school security, and
presenting achievement awards
and workshops.

1026. American Bar Associ-
ation/Young Lawyers Divi-
sion-Aspiring Youth Pro-
gram of Chicago, which pro-
vides mentor, educational, and
athletic activities to at-risk mid-
dle-school students during after-

school hours when the students’
parents are at work.

1027. Edward S. Cahn,
Washington, who founded the

" “Time Dollar Program,” which

enables people in participating
communities to earn credits for
time spent volunteering that can
then be redeemed for needed
goods and services.

1028. Youth Adult Partici-
pation Project, Mineola, N.Y.,
which allows teen-agers to devel-
op leadership and vocational
skills as they implement local
community-service projects.

1029. George Westrom, Ana-
heim, Cal., who created Future
Scientists and Engineers of
America, which educates chil-
dren about science and technol-
ogy and encourages them to pur-
sue science and engineering pro-
grams when they reach college.

1030. Patricia Mitchell, Bir-
mingham, Ala., a former teacher
who developed an environmen-
tal-educetion curriculum and
created the “Auntie Litter” char-
acter, which delivers anti-litter-
ing presentations to children and
adults.

1031. Martin Flores, Los An-
geles, who responded to the death
of his 17-year-old brother, Rogel-
io, by creating an organization
that encourages young pecple to
avoid gangs and drugs and to
pursue educational ouportuni-
ties.

1032. Aftershare, Wood-

bridge, Va., a volunteer organiza-

tion run by formerly homeless
people who provide support serv-
ices to homeless and formerly
homeless individuals and fam-
ilies in Prince William County,

"Va.




June 25, 1997

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT : CORPORATION
From Harris Wofford M W FOR NATIONAL
SERVICE

This Sunday we are holding a joint meeting of the Board of the Corporation for National
Service and the Points of Light Foundation. This meeting is a prelude to the Points of
Light Foundation’s National and Community Service Conference opening in New York.
In connection with these major events, I hope very much to get White House concurrence
so that we may announce the resumption of the Daily Points of Light awards -- with you
and former President Bush as the co-sponsors. This will be good for National Service and
for your post-Philadelphia Summit leadership. It would be extra good for you to send a
video or speak by satellite to the conference and for the White House to announce the
resumption of the awards simultaneously in Washington.

But even if that announcement, designed for public impact, is delayed for another
occasion, it is important that I be able to report your support for the idea of resuming the
awards as the Presidents’ (plural) Points of Light. President Bush is enthusiastic about
this, and awaits word that you approve. Working closely with the Foundation board, I

have Urged the resumption of the awards as a way to further demonstrate the bi=
partisanship of National Service and to give greater recognition to service leaders around
the country (including especially our AmeriCorps, Senior Service Corps and Learn and
Serve America network). As you recall, Bush’s special request at your meeting before the
inauguration was to continue his Points of Light initiative. This will be a mutually
beneficial way to do this.

As I reported to Bruce Reed and Steve Silverman some time ago, I am delighted that we
have worked out this practical collaboration plan for the resumption of the daily awards.
The administration of the program would be undertaken by the Points of Light
Foundation, in collaboration with the Corporation for National Service -- similar to the
present working arrangement with the annual President’s Service awards. Selections
would be made by an award committee we agree upon. (I attach a memorandum on the
process that could be used to facilitate appropriate clearances of the awardees before they
are named.) -

It is also a breakthrough that the Points of Light Foundation has secured the full funding
of the costs of this program by the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council.

120! New York Avenue, NW
Washington. DC 20525

I look forward to working with you on this. Telophone 202-606.5000

Getting Things Done.
AmeriCorps, National Service
Learn and Serve America
National Senior Service Comps



Additional Information about the Proposed Daily Points of Light Award
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While the daily Points of Light will no longer be officially named by the current
President of the United States as they were during the Bush Administration, both
President Clinton and former President Bush will.be invited to send a personalized letter
of congratulations and appreciation to each person selected as a daily Point of Light.

Arpr—

The major form of recognition for daily Points of Light will be the media announcement/
Daily individualized press releases will be developed and sent by fax and mail to all
appropriate media for each winner. A major portion of the staff commitment to the daily
Points of Light Awards will be devoted to working with media to ensure significant local
coverage for each winner. Wire stories will be developed and distributed for those
winners of national interest. N

P 9
To increase the amount of/r/ecognition for the recipients, w%ll send letters to the
winner’s members of Céngress, mayor and governor, local Volunteer Center, state
National Service Conpnission, and to those who served as references and nominators.
From time to time W will have national recognition occasions to celebrate the awardees,
in groups, with White House events possible, at your call.

Special care will be taken in the choice of final recipients to ensure balance -- type of
activity, age, racial and ethnic backgrounds, economic status, geographic diversity —
much as the final recipients of the President’s Service awards have been chosen.

Award winners will be chosen through a several step process. Foundation staff with
Corporation participation will review all nominations, choosing those more appropriate to
forward to final judges. Staff will contact references and other local contacts on all
nominations prior to submitting them to the final judging panels -- which will include
volunteers, representatives from nonprofit organizations, business, government agencies
and the national service network. o

The new program will be announced broadly — in the nonprofit trade press, in Points of
Light Foundation and National Service network publications and in the releases to daily
and weekly newspapers and broadcast media. Announcements also will be targeted to
organizations and individuals that might be sources of nominations. Announcement
packets will be sent to all Volunteer Centers, state commissions and offices of
volunteering, national service network, members of Congress, governors, mayors, Points
of Light Foundation and Corporation for National Service contacts, and other lists.

This new program will build on the strong media support given to the Presidents’ Summit
for America’s Future and to the ensuing efforts of America’s Promise - the Alliance for
Youth.



YOUTH SERVICE: A POWERFUL RESOURCE FOR

ACHIEVING THE GOALS OF THE SUMMIT

Service should be the common expectation and a defining experience of growing up in America.
All young people should be challenged and inspired and given opportunities to serve through
their families, schools, communities of faith, youth corps and community organizations. Young
Americans can play a vital part in reaching the goal of 2 million additional youth with all five
resources and 5 million connected to at least one. They can do so very directly by becoming
champions for young children as tutors, mentors and coaches. As Martin Luther King said,
“Everybody can be great because everybody can serve.” A key part of America’s Promise is that
every young person must be challenged and inspired to discover and realize that greatness. All
young Americans must see themselves—and be seen—as resources and leaders, not just as
problems or victims.

Service experiences, in order to be of the highest quality, should be sustained over time, have
identifiable results, help solve real community problems and be structured to include preparation,
action and reflection. Providing more high quality opportunities for young people to serve will
pay multiple dividends:

# The sixty million students from kindergarten through college represent a powerful resource.
Research shows that engaging older students, including those in high school and middle school,
in tutoring younger students improves both students’ performance; college students mentoring at-
risk youth encourages young people to set higher aspirations; and peer mediation and conflict
‘resolution can be effective in preventing violence among young people.

#High quality service is a vital way to learn citizenship, responsibility and discipline; to build
skills, enhance self—este_efn, develop problem-solving abilities, introduce new career options and
prepare young people for future work; to improve academic motivation, school attendance and
performance; and most importantly, to establish a pattern of future service that will continue
through adulthood.

o Service answers the need that all people, rich and poor, have for practical experience and an
understanding of democratic values in action; and the need to learn how to work with people of
different backgrounds and experiences.

0Let us challence two million addmonaI young people by the year 2000 to prowde 100

hours each year or more of service through hloh quality programs.

&Let’s challenge 100,000 young people to become service leaders by prov1d1n0 1,000 hours
or more of hloh quality service each year.

oLet’s challenoe colleges and umversmes—and students—to commxt at Ieast half of the
nearly 1 million work study posmons to community service. : ' s




ILLINOIS COMMISSION
ON COMMUNITY SERVICE

Illmoxs Department of Commerce and Community Affairs

A Letter from the First Lady

Dear Friend,

Welcome to the Mansion Meeting on
Volunteerism and Youth. In April, im
and [ attended the Presidents’ Summit
for America’s Future in Philadelphia.
The Summit gathered together over
5,000 volunteers from across the coun-
try to formulate a plan to ensure that
America’s youth have access to five
fundamental resources that can help them lead
healthy, fulfilling and productive lives.

The Summit in Philadelphia was merely a kickoff for
“America’s Promise,” a long-term campaign that
will reach into the next century. It's now time to
bring the Summit home to Illinois. The national goal
is to save 2 million children by the year 2000.

The future of our children is very important to the
Governor and me. As individuals who already con-
tribute greatly toward serving our communities and
providing enriching experiences for youth, you have
much to offer to today’s meeting.

Our work today will be presented to the Iilinois
Commission on Community Service to assist in their
efforts to formulate a state plan for how we in
Hlinois will work to save 100,000 youth by the year
2000.

I hope you enjoy this special edition of “SERVE
Hlinois,” and today’s meeting. Please accept my
gratitude for attending. Together we will make a dif-
ference.

Warm wishes,

Brenda Edgar
First Lady of Illinois

GOVERNOR
AND FIRST
LADY BRING
BACK
SUMMIT
MESSAGE

l'SERVE Illinois

SPECIAL EDITION * ]une 12,1997 —

The Governor and First Lady recently
returned from Philadelphia where they
led the Illinois delegation to the
Presidents’ Summit for America’s Future.

The lllinois delegates were among over
1,700 representatives from communities
in all 50 states. The nation’s most promi-
nent leaders called these delegates to
action to provide children at risk in
America with five vital resources:

B an ongoing relationship with a

caring adult or mentor
W asafe place to learn and grow

B ahealthy start
B a marketable skill through effec-

tive communication
B an opportunity to give back

through community service.

The nation has responded with zeal;
Philadelphia’s message will be carried
forward by a national campaign called
America’s Promise - The Alliance for
Youth. In addition, Governor Edgar
announced that the First Lady would lead
the Illinois effort toward meeting these
national goals. Today, Mrs. Edgar is ful-
filling this pledge by hosting a meeting at
the Mansion in Springfield on volun-
teerism and youths. At this rally, action
plans will be developed to stimulate vol-
unteerism benefiting youths on a state
and local level. Governor Edgar also
made a personal pledge to volunteer one
hour each month for children’s causes,
and encouraged all Illinoisans to join him
in making a difference in the lives of
today’s youths. O

The hearing impaired may access all programs (services) through the
Mlinois State TDD Relay, 800/526-0844.

This material is based upon work supported by the Corporation for National and Community Service under AmeriCorps Grant No. 945CSIL014. Opiniqns or
points of view expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Corporation for National Service or

the AmeriCorps program.
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DELEGATE
REACTION

The Governor’s delegation consisted of five indi-
viduals. Ten member delegations from six Illinois
communities were also invited to the
Philadelphia conference. The cities represented
included Peoria, Springfield, Champaign,
Rockford, DeKalb and Chicago. (For a list of all
Hlinois Summit Delegates, please refer to page 4.)

Each Illinois delegate viewed the challenges
facing our youths through his or her unique
experiences. However, there were some
shared reactions.

All delegates came
back energized and
eager to spread the
word. Each also
expressed a renewed
personal commit-
ment to community
service through vol-
unteerism. In addi-
tion, the delegates
found that young
people played an
essential role in the

linois delegation at a reception
in their honor, while Mrs. Edgar
and Kraft CEO Robert Morrison
look on.

Governor’s Delegates

el
Summit, and a

Governor Edgar Addresses the

at youths are crucial for
providing input about the nation’s problems and
its future.

All delegates agreed on the importance of the
five targeted youth resources, and each delega-
tion team identified the same first step to be
taken: an inventory of their local volunteer
needs and of resources currently available. Each
delegate also expressed the belief that one person
truly can make a difference in the lives of others,
and has asked, “What else can I do?”

President Clinton called on each individual to
help save the nation’s children “one by one.”
: When asked what one
individual volunteer
could contribute, Selin
Song, a 16-year-old from
§ Champaign-Urbana,
{ replied, “One person can
have a positive effect on
one other person. If you
add those up, it can make
a big impact.” Indeed, if
e “add up” the com-
bmed responses of our
delegates, their future community plans, and
today’s Illinois Summit, we can be assured that it
will make an unforgettable difference to the
youths of Illinois.

Peoria

Project Success’ Sara Dill has always thought that
Peoria has well-run services for those in need.
Dill now sees Peoria’s role as “providing oppor-
tunities so anyone who wants to volunteer in any
capacity has access to do so.” Following the
Summit’s attention to the goal of mentoring, the
Peoria delegation team plans to focus on expand-
ing its mentoring programs, but will not limit vol-
unteer choices to this. Dill also noted Peoria’s
wish to involve youths in the process because, as
she points out, “They are living it . . . we need to
listen to them and have them internalize civic
duty as well . . . to inform Peoria, and educate
Peoria to enable Peoria.”

Springfield

Leroy Smith, Jr. of the Springfield Housing
Authority sees the problems facing the nation’s
youths as a crisis situation. “It’s impossible not to
read the papers or go to the park without seeing
the problems of crime, violence and drugs,” he
says. What Smith liked about the Summit was the

ey ’S{MMW_
Springfield Delegates

national attention focusing on these issues and
the networking meetings where program ideas
were exchanged. Smith says the Springfield
Housing Authority will begin a new flight school
program in June called Future Leaders In the Gate
Headed For Tomorrow. This seven-week program is
aimed at giving youths the five resources present-
ed at the Summit. Smith is not only satisfied that
these young participants will learn a unique skill;
he’s proud that they will be giving back to the
Springfield community by volunteering two
hours a week as part of the program.

Champaign-Urbana

Rob Sheehan found the Summit to be an eye-
opening experience in showing that our nation’s
youths are in crisis, with “lives being lost every-
day.” That revelation, he said, led him and the
rest of the Champaign-Urbana delegation to serve



Champaign-Urbana D;Iegn.tes

as a steering committee at a community-wide
conference for all local community leaders with
the aim of involving others in the process of find-
ing resources for their youths. In addition, they
plan to catalog the existing volunteer needs in the
community, and develop a “promise book,”
much like the one in Philadelphia. This book
would detail volunteer opportunities as well as
corporate and other non-profit commitments
throughout Champaign and Urbana.

Selin Song, a 16-year-old delegate, saw the
Summit as a good starting point, but thinks that
the work is starting now, as opposed to winding
down after the Summit in Philadelphia. She said
that “more youths need to be involved and active
in the process.” Her delegation agrees, and will
hold a youth summit in the near future to discuss
the issues with youths and get their input in the
process.

Rockford

The Rockford delegation returned inspired from
the Summit, pledging to reach 2000 Rockford at-
risk youths by the year 2000. To fulfill this goal,
the group plans to marshal its leadership and
energy to engage the community in a Rockford
Summit before the end of the year. “We believe
the thoughtful mobilization and coordination of
current community resources and volunteers can
create a quantum leap in our ability to invest in
the future of the children and youths of
Rockford,” the delegation stated.

Although the focus of the Summit was on today’s
youths, Elaine Pfluger, Director of RSVP (Retired
Senior Volunteer Program) of Winnebago
County, thinks senior citizens have a lot to offer
too. In Winnebago County, for example, RSVP
plans to double its current 80 in-school mentors
by the year 2000. RSVP also plans to add more
creative and meaningful jobs for senior and youth
partners as well.

Ty A I A RO R TR e 0 S MR T R N )

DeKalb

Dawn Sturma, the DeKalb delegation organizer
and United Way Executive Director, is looking
forward to today’s Mansion Meeting because she
thinks the meeting will continue to foster the
exchange of ideas that benefited her so much in
Philadelphia.

The DeKalb delegation is currently in the process
of redefining its goals. While members believe
that their programs already address the five goals
of the Summit, they want to serve as a catalyst
and involve more people in the effort. Initially,
the group will contact local branches of business-
es and non-profits who have made national
pledges and have an all-school workshop to get
input on needs of youths.

As the Director of United Way, Sturma sees her
role as one of matching agency needs for volun-
teers to private sector donations. This function
will be helped, she says, by a needs assessment
which is currently in progress and a DeKalb
Summit by the end of 1997.

Chicago

Everyone agrees that a good deal of media atten-
tion and hype surrounded the three days of the
Philadelphia Summit. Brooke Wiseman,
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of
the Girl Scouts of Chicago, is glad community
service got coverage, even if it was brief.
Wiseman says, “If people don’t hear about the
good things happening, they don't believe that
they do happen.” The Chicago delegation
believes good things are happening in
comumunity service, too. 5o much so, that the del-
egation has pledged to provide 40,000 additional
youths with access to the five fundamental
resources by the year 2000.

Doing his part, Commissioner Daniel Alvarez, Sr.
of the Chicago Department of Human Services
has made a personal pledge to ask everyone in
his department to consider becoming a volunteer.
Alvarez also said he will ask the 300 agencies the
Department funds about committing to
community service, as well.

“This city is large and complex” said Wiseman.
“The programs are already there; now we just
need to build bridges between the need, the vol-
unteers, and the resources available.” Q1
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ILLINOIS
COMMISSION
ON COMMUNITY
SERVICE

Commission Members:
Chair: Helen Shumate, Director of
External Affairs, Ameritech, Chicago
Vice Chair: Stan Levy, Ph.D.,
Champaign
Michael Alter, The Alter Group,
Wilmette
Daniel Alvarez, Chicago Human Services
Department
Jane Angelis, Ph.D., Director, lllinois
Intergenerational Initiative, Carbondale

Delbert Arsenault, Executive Director,
Chicago Youth Centers, Chicago
Shane Cambronero, Public Allies,

Chicago
William Braden, Chief Executive Officer,
American Red Cross, Chicago
Mark Fazzini, Olympia Fields Police,
Homewood

Paul Foppe, Student, University of
Illinois, Urbana
Carla Gosney, Director, RSVP, Quincy
Ross Klicker, lllinois State Pipe Fitters’
Local 597

Cheryl Lefler, Executive Director, lllinois
Coalition for Community Services,
Monmouth

Sheila Lyne, Commissioner, Chicago
Public Health Department

Dorothy Miaso, Executive Director,
Literacy Volunteers of Iilinois, Chicago

John Petrilli, Springfield
Eugene Quinn, Rockford
Fred Rodriguez, Ph.D., Westem Springs
Matt Rodriguez, Superintendent,
Chicago Police Department

Joseph Spagnolo, State Board of
Education
John Stroger, President, Cook County
Board, Chicago

Ronald Temple, Chancellor, Chicago
City Colleges
Paul White, Executive Director, CEFS
Economic Opportunity Corp., Effingham

Granada Williams, Executive Director,
Rockford Human Services, Rockford

Commission Staff.
Jeanne Bradner, Director of Programs

Gail Hedges, Director of Administration
and Finance

Antoinette Spinner, Program
Coordinator

Deborah Holder, Office Coordinator
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R ecently, SERVE lllinois spoke with
Helen Shumate, Chair of the Illinois
Commission on Community Service

and one of the Governor’s Delegates to the

Summit. In this interview Ms. Shumate
talks about her experiences.

0: What effect did the Summit have on
you?

A: The Summit sparked renewed excite-
ment about community service and
volunteerism. It also served as a cata-
lyst in pulling people together with the
goal of helping children. The best part
is that the initial impact has created a
chain reaction throughout this state. A
lot of Illinoisans caught the volunteer
spirit just hearing about the
Philadelphia experience, and are now
asking how they can help.

. What is the Illinois Commission’s
- goal?

A The Commission’s purpose is to pro-

"~ mote community service and volun-
teerism through public awareness,
grants, technical assistance and con-
ferences.

In relation to the Summit, the
Delegations and the Commission will
develop a unified state plan for volun-
teerism and community service benefit-
ing young people. We will also act as a
statewide vehicle for communications
and a clearinghouse for community
service needs and resources.

0: .Whg_zt will be your first step?

Af Our first step will be to hold meetings

-'like today’s Mansion Meeting
throughout Illinois to get input in
drafting this plan.

O’: What can llinoisans do to help?

A¢ It will take meaningful and sustained

- service on all of our parts, as individ-
uals, to improve the quality of life for
Illinois youths.

ILLINOIS DELEGATES
TO PRESIDENTS’ SUMMIT

* The Governor's Delegation
Bishop Sharon Brown-Christopher
Resident Bishop
United Methodist Church of Springfield
Linda Kolbusz
Assistant Superintendent for Program
Development at School District No. 300
in Carpentersuille, and District
Coordinator, Project Success

Robert Morrison

Chief Executive Officer, Kraft Foods, Inc.

Helen Shumate, Chair
Hlinois Commission on Community
Service, and Director, External
Relations, Ameritech

Christopher Zorich
Chicago Bear and Chairman
The Christopher Zorich Foundation

% Peoria

John Alms
Northside Action Council

Jennie Armstrong
Heartland Clinic

McFarland Bragg

Peoria Citizens Committee for Economic

Opportunity, Inc.
Laraine Byrson
Tri-County (Peoria) Urban League

Sara Dill
Project Success
Lowell “Bud” Grieves
Mayor, City of Peoria
Ken Hinton
Valeska Hinton Early Childhood
Education Center

James Runyon
Notre Dame High School (Alternate)

Bruce Snyder
Riverfront Development Corporation

Vicky Stewart
Peoria Area Community Foundation

Craig Young
Heart of Illinois United Way

# Springfield
Leroy “Andy” Anderberg
YMCA
Lila G. Christensen
Lincoln Land Community College
Doris Chambers
Springfield Urban League, Inc.

Kara Marie Fitzgerald
Heritage Manor Nursing Home
Capt. Michael R. Heap
Illinoss National Guard/Operation
First Choice
John P. Kelker
United Way of Central Illinois, Inc.

Sandy Robinson II

City of Springfield
Brisbane Rouzan

University of lllinois at Springfield
Leroy Smith, Jr.

Springfield Housing Authority

Carol Zerkle
Springfield Children’s Museum

# Champaign-Urbana
Erica Dupuis

uruc
Bobbie Fein

Children’s Home & Aid Society
Mildred Griggs

UIUC College of Education
Rick Kubetz

Champaign Co. Chamber of Commerce
Dannell McCollum, Mayor

City of Champaign
Thom Moore

UIUC Psychological Services Center
Tracy Parsons

Urban League of Champaign County
Tod Satterthwaite

Mayor, City of Urbana
Rob Sheehan

Leadershape, Inc.
Selin Song

University High School

Barb Wysocki
University High School

#* Rockford

Reverend Dr. Denver Bitner
Zion Lutheran Church

Rebecca A. Cook
United Way of Rock River Valley

Jonathan L. Ferguson, M.D.

Karol Hammond
Take It Back Watch Group

Elaine Pfluger
RSVP of Winnebago County



Molly Phalen
Rockford Education Association

Audon Riveria
Youth Build Rockford

Thomas Sanders
Ellis Elementary School
Saul Serna
Century 21 Cowntry North, Inc.

Ray Wood
Rockford Products

% DeKalb
Mike Berg
The Midweek
Tracy Bond-Facen
The Daily Chronicle
Randy Bourdages
LNB National Bank
Brett Brown
Burns and Brown Attorneys at Law
Bessie Chronopoulos
Mayor, City of DeKalb
Micki Chulick
Community Coordinated Child Care
Glenn Davis
DeKalb School District #428
Bertrand J. Simpson
Community Member
Jerry Smith
Castle PrinTech

Dawn Sturma
DeKalb United Way, Inc.

# Chicago
Reverend Daniel Alvarez, Sr.
Chicago Department of Human Services
Daniel F. Bassill
Cabrini Connections/Tutor/Mentor
Connections -
John L. Borling
United Way/Crusade of Mercy, Inc.

Dolores E. Cross
Chicago State University

Vanessa P. Fraction
Student Representative

Susan Norris

Volunteer Center, United Way/Crusade of

Mercy, Inc.
Reverend Jesse Jackson
Rainbow Push Coalition

Dr. Elaine M. Schuster
Office of Catholic Education

Nancy A. Stevenson
Voices for Hinois Children

Brooke M. Wiseman
Girl Scouts of Clncago

# Delegates At Large
Dr. Don Argue, President

National Association of Evangelicals
Mary Babson, Principal

Arthur Anderson

Paula A. Banks, President
Amoco Corporation

Ken Barun, President & CEO
Ronald McDonald House Charities

Richard Behrenhausen, Vice-President
Robert R. McCormick Tribune
Alan Benedeck, Consultant
Alan Benedeck & Associates
Karl Berolzheimer
National Chairman of the Board
Phillip Bleicher
Student Alliance
James R. Boris
Chief Executive Officer and Chairman
EVEREN Securities, Inc.
William L. Braden, CEO
American Red Cross Mid-America
Sue Calder
League of Women Voters
Noel Castellanos
La Villita Convmunity Church
Jerry Choate, Chairman & CEO
Alistate Insurance Company
Cheryl Cornelius
MidAmerica Leadership Foundation
John Costello, Senior Vice-President—Marketing
Sears, Roebuck and Co.
Richard A. Dehrenhausen
Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation
Yvonne Delk
Comimunity Renewal Society
Anne Cohn Donnelly, DPH, Executive Director
National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse
Dan Edelman
Edelman Public Relations

Dan Emerson
YMCA of the USA

James E. Ervin, Third Vice-President
Lions Club International

Richard E. Friedman, President & Chair
National Strategy Forum

H. Laurence Fuller, President
Amoco Corporation

Luis Vicente Giay, President
Rotary International
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Zac Goldberg
YMCA of the USA
Alex Gonzales
MidAmerica Leadership Foundation
Gerald Greenwald, Chairman, President & CEO
United Airlines, [nc.
Patrick G. Hays, President & CEQ
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Associates
Christine Hildy, Spectal Program Manager
CATCH-Comnumnity Access to Child Health
William “Bud” Ipema
MidAmerica Leadership Foundation
Jeffrey D. Jacobs, President
Harpo Entertainment Group
Craig Jeffrey, Executive Director
Caring Programs for Children
Jim Jenness

Ronald Kinnamon, Asst. Natl. Executive Director
YMCA of the USA

John D. Kretzan, Co-Director
Asset Based Community Development Institute

Edward M. Liddy, President & CEO
Alistate Insurance Company

Arthur Martinez, Chairman & CEO
Sears, Roebuck, and Co.

Rick Mazursky, Vice-President
Tootsietoy-Strombecker

Stephen McConahey, President & CEO
EVEREN Securities Inc. .

Betty McDowell, Assoc. VP for Academic Services
Southern [llinois University

John McKnight
Center for Urban Affairs and Policy
Nortinwestern University

Alan McMillan, Vice-President
National Safety Council
Charlie Moskos
Northwestern University

Mary Nelson
Bethel New Life

James Opie, President
National Fraternal Congress of America

David Paeth
Belleville AmeriCorps
Judge Howard Patterson, First Vice-President
Lions Club International
John Penn
Livingston McLean County Trades Council
Mary Pittman, President
Coalition for Healthy Cities and Communities
Michael Quinlan, CEO
McDonalds Corp.

Elspeth Revere, Associate Director
John & Catherine MacArthur Foundation
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“Florida Cares About its
Children” is a series
about what's happening
to help at-risk youth.

see page 5

Commission
sCommunity
Service

http://www.fccs.org
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Volunteerism will be held on Oct. 21-

23 at the Doubletree mww
The coderence hosts are the Florida
Association of Volunteer Centers,
Florida cmm on Community
Service, - the  Florida
ﬁ‘mat-l()ﬂ r“\ Volunteers in
Government. Registration brochures
will be mailed in August. For more
information, call (954)-764-3227.

VorunTEERS ACROSS FLORIDA
As a follow-up to the Presidents’
Summit for America’s Future, the

‘Commission has developed a ﬂnb* \
service campaign CH '(1

Across Florida. The campaign fea-
tures significant volunteers in history
such as Clara Barton who started the
American Red Cross, and includes a
toll-free number to call if you want to
volunteer: 1-888-FL-SERVS.

VOLUNT
FLORIDA

EMERGENCY SUPPORT

The Commission recently became
the lead agency for Florida’s
Emergency Support Function 15 (ESF
15), Volunteers and Donations. The
Commission will work with volunteer
agencies such as the American Red
Cross, Salvation Army and the United
Way to coordinate volunteers and
donations in times of disasters.

The Commission also is responsi-
ble for the management of ESF 15 at
the State Emergency Operations
Center in Tallahassee. At the Center,
simulated hurricane exercises help
the Commission and other agencies
prepare for the current hurricane
season which began June 1.

NEW STAFE

The Commission
welcomes the follow-
ing new staff:
Stephen  Roberts,
program consultant;
Paula Davis, director
of emergency management services;
Barbara Dial, executive assistant;
Ameiko Watson, senior program
administrative assistant; Beth Kriausky,
staff assistant; Beverly Spinic, assistant
planner; Shonna Gay, receptionist;
Joey Davis, staff assistant; and Drew
Adams, budget assistant.

Davis

VoLumME

2 [}
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Hundreds of volunteers
participate in Florida’s
National Day of Service in
Tallahassee.

see page 7
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Jocelyn Augustino/special to Florida Serves!

SUMMIT LEADERS — Harris Wofford, president of the Corporation for National Service, talks with former President Bush and his wife Barbara.

Volunteer summit ends, real work begins

108,000 AT-RISK YOUTH IN FLORIDA NEED HELP BY 2000, PARTICIPANTS SAY

by Kevin Punsky
Editor

A month after standing in front of
Independence Hall in Philadelphia
with four presidents, a throng of
celebrities, and thousands of volun-
teers, Florida's delegates to the
Presidents’ Summit for America’s
Future are putting their ideas to work.

Their work will focus on the needs
of at-risk children.

For three days last April, the Florida
delegation listened to speeches by
President Clinton, and former

Presidents Ford, Carter and Bush.
Former President Ronald Reagan, suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s disease, was
represented by his wife, Nancy Reagan.

“From this day forward, when
someone asks you to help a child, just
say yes,” said the former first lady bor-
rowing a line from her famous anti-
drug crusade.

The delegates also heard from Vice
President Al Gore and retired Gen.
Colin Powell, the summit’s chairman.
Oprah Winfrey led the celebrity charge
along with Andrew Shue, John Travolta
and Brooke Shields.

The star-studded lineup provided
more than enough nostalgia, glitz and
emotion. But those who gathered in
Philadelphia describe their goal as
nothing short of revolutionary: a
nationwide effort to mobilize business,
government and individuals to help two
million at-risk children by the year
2000. Powell said he will commit three
years to lead this project.

FLORIDA'S EFFORT

The task for the 61 delegates from
five Florida cities (Jacksonville, Miami,
Orlando, St. Petersburg and Tampa),

one at-large group hand picked by Gov.
Lawton Chiles himself, and representa-
tives from various national organiza-
tions, is clear: organize a massive vol-
unteer effort and build on existing pro-
grams to improve the lives of 108,000
at-risk children in Florida — a share
of the national goal — by the year
2000.-

Florida’s effort will mean giving
those at-risk children mentors, safe
places for after school, better health
care, educational opportunities that

...see COVER STORY page 4

Gommission hires Sangulllann as new executive director

by Kevin Punsky
Editor

Fred Sanguiliano, a 16-year veteran of
non-profit, social service agencies, is
the new executive director of the Florida
Commission on Community Service.
Sanguiliano replaces Bill Bentley,
who was hired in April by the
Corporation for National Service in
Washington to head its office of evalua-
tion and effective practice. The
Corporation oversees AmeriCorps and

SANGUILIANO ;

“I look forward to
seeing the
Commission grow.”

had served as director of the
Commission since November of 1995.
“The Commission can be very proud
of its accomplishments during the past
year,” said Sanguiliano, the former
director of research and development at

Tallahassee. “I'm honored to be select-
ed for this position, and I look forward
to seeing the Commission grow in the
next few years.”

As executive director, Sanguiliano is
responsible for the management and
administration of the Commission. This
includes overseeing the Commission’s
AmeriCorps programs, which provide
members with a small living allowance
and an educational award in return for
one year of service.

“We had an outstanding field of can-

Commission vice chair and search com-
mittee member. “Fred has an excellent
background, and we’re pleased to have
him as our new director.”

Throughout his career, Sanguiliano
has focused on the development and
administration of services and policies
for agencies that focus on at-risk youth
and young adults.

During the past year, Sanguiliano
worked closely with the Commission
and its programs assisting in the quality
assurance and continuous quality
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Mr. John Gomperts

Chief Operatng Officer
Corporation for National Service
1201 New York Avenue, N'W,
Washington, D.C. 20525

Dear John:

This letter will lay our some of the background on the vetting process for the nominees for the
new Daily Points of Light Awards Program. Hopefully this will allay some of the concems about the
thoroughness of the process. Obviously, we want to ensure, as we do in our other recognition efforts, that
the honorees are both deserving of the recognition and that they have nothing in their backgrounds that
would prove embarrassing.

The Foundation (along with its predecessor organization, The National Volunteer Center) has
more than 16 years experience in managing these types of programs. I was involved in the developmeat of
the President’s Volunteer Action Awards in 1981 and have either directly managed or overseen that
program since its inception. The vetting process which we put into place the first year and have
continually strengthened since that time has served us well. Infact, since we began submitting those
finalists to the White House for background checks about 1985, we've never had a nominee rejected.

I know that there was concern in the White House Counsel’s Office earlier this last year about
Vernon Hawkins, the individual chosen by Union Temple Baptist Church to represent the church at the
ccremonies. (In the case of organizational winners, the winners designate an official representative to
come To Washington to accept the award from the President.) While we lad done our regular background
checks on the church’s program as the nomince, we’ve never deze 2y checks on the representatives of
organizations. Those checks have always been done through the White House Counsel,

The DPOL will differ significantly from the President’s Awards in this area because there will be
no representatives of any of the honorees chosen to receive anything directly. All honorees -- whether
individuals or organizations -- will receive their recognition materials by mail.

We alrea'tdy have a thorough vetting system in place for the President’s Awards which we would
adopt and swengthen for the Daily Points of Light Awards (DPOL):

* In the nomination process, we ask for three references for each nominee. These are usually
tepresentatives of community organizations, local government officials, in some cases representatives of
law enforcement agencies, religious leaders, community activists or others who have knowledge of the
nomince’s work. We call at lcast one of these for the President’s Awards; for DPOL we will attempt to
rcach all of the references.

1737 H Sretce, NW, Wasangion, D C, 20006 Ti: 202 = 223 * 9186 Fxn 202 « 223 « 9350 1DD 202 » 839 + 9229
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Mr. John Gomperts
September 12, 1997
Page Two

» Because Volunteer Center leaders have extensive knowledge of those active in local community
service, we always call the center if there’s one in the community. Frequently if Volunteer Center leaders
don’t know the nominee, they'll do additional research locally to put us in conract with others in the
community who are familiar with the activity. We also frequently call state offices or state commissions at
this point in the process.

* We do Lexis Nexis checks on all nominees. This is especially helpful in the cases of programs
and higher profile nominees. We also can In addition to the mformation in press coverage, if necessary, we
can. follow up with specific writers for more background information.

¢ Because all of the nominees work with other organizations or sgencies in the community, we
call representatives of those with whom the nominee is active or who, by nature of their work, may have
additional kmowledge of the nominec and the work (even though they mighr not be listed as a reference).

= I've spoken with Srewart Davis about what role the Corporation could play in this process. He
mentioned that you might be able to coordinate the basic criminal background checking process through
the FBI and local law enforcement agencies.

* For the DPOL nominees, we will commit to talking to at least two additional sources in the
community who are nor listed as references on the nominating material.

* There may be the occasional case where the nominee has done particularly outstanding work but
where we feel that it might be necessary to do additional background work. In these cases (probably no
more than a half dozen or 30 a year) we would like the opportunity to ask the White House Counsel for
assistance in the vetting process.

The Points of Light Foundation will have significant staff resources available to carry out the
pracess. In addition to my providing program oversight, we’ll have a full-ticne program manager as well as
four full-timc interns. The interns will be responsible both for the background checks and for the media
outrcach. At least half of their time (the equivalent of two FTEs) will be devoted to background checks.

I hope that this answers your questions and concerns. I'm out of the office on Monday and
Tuesday but will be back in on Wednesday and will follow up with you then to see where we go from here.
Thanks again for your help.

Sincerely,
Richard C. Mock

Vice President
Recognition & Board Relations

cc: Stewart Davis



Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EQP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP

ce.
Subject: Draft memo for your review on Harris's idea to resume Daily Point of Light

Here's a draft memo on Harris's proposal to resume the Daily Points of Light awards. Let me know
whether you want the memo to come from you, and whether you want to recommend an option --
| know you've said you really don't care in the past. Steve Silverman would probably be willing to
send the memo if you don't want to.

This draft identifies a middle ground option between resuming and not resuming the awards, which
is resuming them but not linking them to the President. It's been hard to get closure on where
people are on this issue, but | think Ann Lewis opposes it, while Steve Silverman thinks we should
do something here. Harris says that the former President will be very disappointed if we reject this
idea.

DRAFT
MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
FROM:
SUBJECT: Harris Wofford’s Proposal to Resume Points of Light Awards

Background: Harris Wofford has written to urge that you resume former President Bush’s “
Daily Points of Light” awards. He proposes to rename the awards the “Presidents’ [plural]
Points of Light,” with you and President Bush as co-sponsors. Rather than having the White
House take responsibility for selecting and vetting the winners on a daily basis, as was the case
under President Bush, Harris proposes that the Points of Light Foundation and the Corporation
for National Service take on this responsibility. The Knights of Columbus have agreed to fund
the costs of this program for one year.

One factor complicating the decision is that Harris has had extensive conversations with the
Points of Light Foundation and with President Bush himself on this proposal. Apparently
Harris has made it clear that he favors this idea and that the decision rests with the White
House. Harris indicates that President Bush will be deeply disappointed if we decide not to
resume the awards.

One other timing issue is that you are scheduled to attend the dedication of President Bush’s
library in November. If we decide to reinstate this program, that event would be an
opportunity to announce it, especially given the former President’s attachment to the Points of
Light program.



Arguments For:

Reinstating the awards is an easy way to keep the issue of service and volunteerism
before the public on a daily basis. It would continue to repair the rift between the
AmeriCorps concept of service and the more traditional volunteer sector, just as the
Philadelphia summit did. AmeriCorps members would be eligible for the awards.

President Bush very much wants the Administration to do this. He will be very
disappointed if we do not, and he will see it as the White House’s decision because of
Harris’ conversations with him.

Arguments Against:
The benefits of resuming the awards are minimal. Our efforts to reach out to the
volunteer sector at the Philadelphia summit were so successtul that it is not clear what
this would add. In addition, some would react negatively to such a decision, since the
original Points of Light program was derided by many as an empty gesture.

Tlic daily responsibility of selecting and vetting winners will be tune-consuming for
White House staff, and not worth the effort. Although theoretically we could assign
responsibility for vetting the award winners to the Points of Light Foundation and the
Corporation for National Service, from a practical standpoint we would probably still
feel the need to do a legal and/or political check on award winners.

Options:
Resume the awards as Wofford proposes.

Decline to resume the awards.
Reestablish these awards as the “Daily Points of Light” awards, administered by the

Corporation and the Points of Light Foundation, with no connection to the President or
the White House. It is not clear how President Bush would react to such a plan.

{ o~
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CClinton offering tribute to Bush at new presidential library

COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP) Standing in the company of past
presidents, Bill Clinton today lavished praise on George Bush for
offering help and advice, "“even though our relationship began
under somewhat unusual circumstances.''

On a sunny, windy day outside the new George Bush Library,
Clinton thanked Bush for being available "“with wise counsel and,
when he agreed, with public support'' whenever asked for help.

"“Even though our relationship began under somewhat unusual
circumstances, I have been very grateful that whenever I called on
President Bush he was always there,'' Clinton said at the
dedication ceremony. ~"It's hard to express ... what it means in a
moment of difficulty to be able to call someone who first of all
knows exactly what you're up against and, secondly, will tell you
the truth.

“"He has done that time and time again. I am persuaded that the
country is better off because of it.''

Bush, in turn, thanked Clinton, "~“who fair and square saw to it
that I have a wonderful private life.''

When he left the White House in 1993, Bush did not linger to
impart wisdom to Clinton. After a quick "~ “Good to see you. Good
luck, '' Bush was out the door.

Of course, relations between the two have warmed since. In fact,
Bush and his son, Texas Gov. George W. Bush, surprised the Clintons
by turning up at the College Station airport to greet them as the
presidential helicopter landed. Asked how Bush got past the tight
airport security, press secretary Mike McCurry chuckled and said,
“"Some of the agents might have recognized him.''

Clinton was portrayed as eager to touch base with Bush. He
thanked his erstwhile opponent for working to improve the U.S.
balance of trade a preoccupation of late for Clinton as he bids
to persuade a reluctant Congress to give him the "~ “fast-track''
trade negotiating authority that Bush and previous presidents
enjoyed.

Clinton revealed plans to revive Bush's "“points of light''
effort. Beginning Jan. 1, 1998, Clinton will issue "~ "Daily Points
of Light'' awards to notable volunteer efforts five times a week,
including holidays.

Bush coined the term ""1,000 points of light'' to describe good
deeds done by everyday people in his address at the 1988 Republican
National Convention. He began issuing " “Points of Light'' honors
upon taking office in 1989.

The gestures from Clinton were appreciated by Bush's son, Jeb
Bush, who ran for governor of Florida in 1994 and plans another try
in 1998. ""I've never felt people fully understood the depth of his
character, or the decent man he is,'' the younger Bush said of his
father.

Although 40,000 people were to be on hand at today's ceremony at
Texas A&M University in College Station, Clinton's attention was
likely to be fixed on being in the company of past presidents.

Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford attended with their wives, as did
former first ladies Nancy Reagan and Lady Bird Johnson.

""They're not bosom companions, but there are no obvious
animosities, '' Princeton University historian Fred Greenstein
observed of the former chief executives. °“Ex-presidents are a kind
of little fraternity. Even if they hated each other they seem to
enjoy being in that little fraternity.''

Clinton, of course, is not in that exclusive club yet, but will
be three years hence, and already is starting to plan his own

~
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presidential library. He has scouted two riverfront sites in
Arkansas that are under consideration, and is said to be very
interested in how the Bush library came together.

Clinton's legacy is very much on his mind these days, and he has
been reading up on presidents past. Most recently, Clinton read
biographies of Ulysses S. Grant and Rutherford B. Hayes.

Bush and Clinton have met on occasion since the 1992 campaign,
and their meetings have served to emphasize how different these two
men are.

In November 1993, Clinton had Bush and Carter as guests at the
White House in advance of a Mideast peace ceremony. Carter sat up
with Clinton past midnight discussing trade, Haiti and terrorism.
The next morning, Bush was up early, and he and Carter went to
meetings while Clinton went for a jog before having breakfast with
Ford.

APNP-11-06-97 1355EST
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November 3, 1997

Stephen B. Silverman

Depusy Asitant o the Presden IMRORIANI
Cabinet Affairs U

Old Executive Office Building
Washington DC 20500

Dear Steve,

In case you can’t get back to me by phone right away, I want you to know how
urgent it is for the President to give his blessing to the resumption of the Daily Points of
Light, and for us to let Bush know this.

I understand the problem some had calling it the “Presidents (plural) Points of
Light.” That problem I thought was solved by not calling it anything but the Points of
Light award. Then, I would hope, the President and, together or separately, former
President Bush could send a letter of congratulations to the award winners. We might
want the first batch to come to Washington for the April Volunteer Week service awards.
As you know, the Points of Light Foundation, in close collaboration with the
Corporation, will administer this; the Knights of Columbus will contribute to the
administrative costs; and we will be well represented on the selection committee.

Please remember, the resumption of the awards is part of our strategy for the
Corporation and for the reauthorization of AmeriCorps. I've been pressing for it within
the Points of Light Board, and am now deeply embarrassed by the delay. I wanted it
announced at the Summit in April, and then at the major annual Volunteer Conference in
June in New York. Every week or two I’ve had to try to explain the delay to Bob
Goodwin or to his board chairman or others who are ready to go. Getting the Knights of
Columbus involved was a coup and we’ve had to try to keep them aboard.

Most urgently, we want this to be cleared by the time of the Bush Library
ceremony. For months that has been the target date. Bush has been awaiting word from
me about President Clinton’s support.

Bush was very happy when he learned about the Foundation’s plan to resume the
awards. He liked the idea of calling it the Presidents’ (plural) Points of Light but is
satisfied with just calling it the Points of Light award. I've just learned that he is now
planning to announce the resumption as part of the ceremony whether or not President
Clinton wishes to join in endorsing it. Neither he nor anyone connected with this would
understand the lack of a Presidential blessing. I assume that Bush’s goodwill is important
for the President on a number of fronts, as it is to the Corporation on the vital front of our
reauthorization.
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What I want the President to say is simple. For example:

“I"m delighted that the Points of Light Foundation, in cooperation with the
Corporation for National Service, will resume the daily Points of Light Award
initiated by President Bush. That initiative was one of President Bush’s creative
contributions to the cause of National Service. Those awards —~ to more than a
thousand Americans — provided outstanding examples of citizen service. The
awards in the years to come will give special recognition to those who advance
the goals set at the Summit for America’s Future that President Bush and I
convened in Philadelphia last April, with the help of our fellow Presidents and
General Powell. By such citizen service, the individual Points of Light can be
combined into the Communities of Light President Bush envisioned —
communities that fulfill America’s Promise for all their citizens.”

Steve, my credibility and that of the Corporation the President asked me to head
are at stake here. From my first talk with the President about this job, [ outlined the
strategy of close collaboration with the Points of Light Foundation. The President
concurred and said he was sorry he had not heard about the invitation to be honorary
chair of the Foundation with President Bush. (The Foundation and President Bush never
got an answer to that invitation.) The President said that he would have been happy to
say yes, and that he thought the Points of Light was one of the best things Bush did. The
President told me the one thing Bush asked him, at the Inauguration, was to take care of
his Points of Light — and the President said he would.

Giving support to the resumption of the Points of Light awards is a small thing.
Not doing so would be a big set back. It would seriously impair my own rernarkably
fruitful relationship with Bush, who has been paving a way of goodwill for me and the
Corporation with many Republican and corporate leaders. I think the President’s own
relationship with Bush would be advanced by saying yes, and by doing it graciously in
connection with the opening of the Bush Library.

For the Corporation’s reauthorization campaign that begins as soon as Congress
goes in recess, I've been counting on the support of key leaders of the Points of Light
Foundation. This involves the Romney family, and the Mormon connection through
them and the Points of Light Board chair, and the Foundation’s supporters in the Senate.
This fabric of support we’ve been weaving, with success, needs to get stronger, not to be
unraveled.

If we can’t get this resolved, | must press to see the President about this. I'd

rather see him about the other steps forward we are proposing, not one we should have
taken six months ago.

Sincerely,

ﬁn’is Wofford



