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MEMORANDUM TO CAROL H. RASCO 

From; Elisabeth Cohen

Date:

CC:

^ oH,.
rvviL

aKZJr^T'
Subject; Meeting with Randall Rutta, Vice President, Government 

Relations, National Easter Seals Society

March 21, 1995

Diana Fortuna

As you know, Randall Rutta wrote to you requesting a meeting of 
officials from the administration to discuss the Transportation 
Department's Project Action and USDA's AgrAbility Project. In 
response, Diana and I met with Chris Tiernan and Randall Rutta of 
Easter Seals and representatives from each department yesterday 
to discuss these programs. The meeting was informative, and both 
projects appear to offer practical, well-coordinated services.

The AgrAbility Project reaches out to farmers who have 
disabilities -- often as a result of injuries on the job. By 
providing linkages to disability service organizations and 
putting people in contact with other farmers who have experienced 
similar injuries, this program teaches people to continue to work 
and perform basic, necessary farming tasks.

Project Action identifies people with disabilities and addresses 
special transportation needs. Following the passage of ADA, the 
program was expanded to assist transit operators in implementing 
the law's transportation provisions. Project Action attempts to 
build partnerships between people with disabilities, advocacy 
groups, and the transit community in an effort to resolve 
disputes, avoid legal battles, and identify common ground. This 
project also has a promising and cost-effective emphasis on 
training and encouraging persons with disabilities to transition 
off paratransit and use accessible fixed-route services. Through 
research, demonstration activities and technical assistance, this 
project attempts to eliminate barriers to transportation and 
accessibility and assist in the implementation of the ADA.

Some background material is enclosed for your review along with a 
brochure on outdoor activities for children with disabilities 
that Randall asked us to forward to you. The representatives 
from the Easter Seals Society seemed pleased with the meeting, 
and Diana and I have additional materials on each project if you 
are interested.

Thanks.
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I am writing to request your guidance and support in assuring that two ^ 

unique and effective programs serving people with disabihties are not ne^ected or 
diminished in the President’s budget request for fiscal year 1996. The two pro- » 
grams are Project ACTION and the AgrAbihty Project, which respectively offer cost- 
effective solutions that promote transportation accessibUity and the safe accom^ 
modation of ^!||biU^ in agricultural operations and nmal Uving. ^

is the leadin^soiu-ce of information for transit operators, city ^ 

officials and people with disabihties on best methods for promoting transportation ^ 

accessiblhty and related ridershlp, including critically-needed guidance on imple- 
menting the Americans with DlsablUties Act. Project ACTION is fimded by the 
Federal Transit Administration and administered by Easter Seals.

• ^0hi^6H0 //• 9c^/-
^ The AgrAbihty Project is an innovative USDA Extension Service program mat^^ 

-1^ engages cooperative extension services, nonprofit disabihty organizations, and rural 
volimteer resources in directly helping thousands of farmers, ranchers, and farm­
workers with disabihties and their famihes to succeed in agrlcultmal production. I 
have enclosed materials and brief videotapes on both programs.

Project ACTION and AgrAbihty translate a modest federal investment ($2.0 
miUion each in FY 1995) into an array of valuable, practical services that benefit 
people with disabihties, their famihes, and their communities. Easter Seals and 
other disabihty advocates championed the creation and expansion of these programs 
to ehminate harmful barriers in transportation and rural employment/independent 
hvlng. Both programs are essential and undupheated.

10, 1995

Ms. Carol Rasco 
Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Pohey 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Rasco:
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Project ACTION and AgrAbillty advance the President’s goals for persons with 
dlsablUtles by promoting productivity, Independence and conununlty participation 
through Individual empowerment, public-private partnerships, and volunteerlsm. 
They enjoy bipartisan support In Congress. Yet, I am concerned that these worth­
while programs, like other small targeted efforts, may be at risk In the current 
climate of sweeping spending reduction and federal agency reorganization.

Your advice and assistance concerning a meeting between myself and ap­
propriate Administration staff to ensure that full consideration Is given to these 
programs In the 1996 budget, USDOT and USDA priorities, and. In the case of 
AgrAblhty, the 1995 Farm BUI would be greatly appreciated. These programs 
demonstrate the enormous value of targeted federal Investment In services that 
directly support Individual productivity and facUltate community responsiveness to 
disabled citizens. Administration support for these programs will go a long towards 
advancing opportunities for Independence for people with dlsablUtles.

As you know, Easter Seals Is dedicated to assisting people with dlsabUlties 
achieve Independence. Project ACTION and the AgrAbUlty Project contribute 
significantly to the accompUshment of our mission. We wlU advocate strongly for 
ongoing federal support for these programs In the months ahead. Your coUabora- 
tion on this effort woiUd make a positive difference.

Please contact me If you have questions about Project ACTION or AgrAbUlty, 
or any of the enclosed materials. I look forward to hearing from you on how best to 
advance these programs In a way consistent with the dlsabUlty advocacy goals of 
President Clinton.

cc; Michael C. Schaufele
NESS Board of Directors

Sharon Moone-Jochums 
Arkansas Easter Seal Society

Sincerely,

RandaU L. Rutta
Vice President, Government Relations



April 4, 1995

Randall L. Rutta 
Vice President 
Government Relations 
National Easter Seal Society 
1350 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 915
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Rutta:

Thank you for contacting me regarding Project Action and the 
AgrAbility Project. Diana Fortuna and Elisabeth Cohen reviewed 
the meeting with me in detail, and I am pleased that you were 
able to bring these projects to our attention.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

If you have any questions or require further assistance, please 
let me know.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



April 4, 1995

Christopher Tiernan
Senior Government Relations Specialist 
National Easter Seal Society 
1350 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 915
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Tiernan:

Thank you for your participation in the discussion of Project 
Action and the AgrAbility Project. Diana Fortuna and Elisabeth 
Cohen reviewed the meeting with me in detail, and I am pleased 
that you were able to bring these projects to our attention.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



April 4, 1995

Roger Tate
Chief of Rural Research and Information Division 
Federal Transit Administration 
Room 6100
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Tate:

Thank you for your participation in the meeting with the National 
Easter Seal Society on March 20. My staff reviewed the 
discussion with me in detail, and I was pleased to learn more 
about the important efforts of Project Action.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



April 4, 1995

Peter Halpin
Director of Communications and External Affairs 
Federal Transit Administration 
Room 9328
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Halpin:

Thank you for your participation in the meeting with the National 
Easter Seal Society on March 20. My staff reviewed the 
discussion with me in detail, and I was pleased to learn more 
about the important efforts of Project Action.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



April 4, 1995

Bob Stout 
Director
Office of Regional Operations 
Federal Transit Administration 
TGM-30
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Stout:

Thank you for your participation in the meeting with the National 
Easter Seal Society on March 20. My staff reviewed the 
discussion with me in detail, and I was pleased to learn more 
about the important efforts of Project Action.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



April 4, 1995

Barbara Meister
Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for Research,
Education and Economics
USDA
Room 217-W
Administration Building
14th and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Ms. Meister:

Thank you for your participation in the meeting with the National 
Easter Seal Society on March 20. My staff reviewed the 
discussion with me in detail, and I was pleased to learn more 
about the important efforts of the AgrAbility Project.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



April 4, 1995

Dr. Leodrey Williams
Acting Associate Administrator for
USDA-CSREES
Room 305-A
Administration Building
14th and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

CSREES

Dear Dr. Williams:

Thank you for your participation in the meeting with the National 
Easter Seal Society on March 20. My staff reviewed the meeting 
with me in detail, and I was pleased to learn more about the 
important efforts of the AgrAbility Project.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



April 4, 1995

Brad Rein 
Program Leader 
USDA-CSREES 
Ag-Box: 2260 
Washington, D.C. 20250-2260

Dear Mr. Rein:

Thank you for your participation in the meeting with the National 
Easter Seal Society on March 20. My staff reviewed the 
discussion with me in detail, and I was pleased to learn more 
about the important efforts of the AgrAbility Project.

As we move forward in our efforts to ensure that individuals with 
disabilities have access to thoughtful, well-coordinated 
services, I appreciate your continued input and involvement.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy



MEMORANDUM TO CAROL H. RASCO 

From; Elisabeth Cohen

-<W) pgj.

Subject: Meeting with Randall Rutta, Vice President, Governmen-t
Relations, National Easter Seals Society

Date: March 21, 1995

CC; Diana Fortuna

As you know, Randall Rutta wrote to you requesting a meeting of 
officials from the administration to discuss the Transportation 
Department's Project Action and USDA's AgrAbility Project. In 
response, Diana and I met with Chris Tiernan and Randall Rutta of 
Easter Seals and representatives from each department yesterday 
to discuss these programs. The meeting was informative, and both 
projects appear to offer practical, well-coordinated services.

The AgrAbility Project reaches out to farmers who have 
disabilities -- often as a result of injuries on the job. By 
providing linkages to disability service organizations and 
putting people in contact with other farmers who have experienced 
similar injuries, this program teaches people to continue to work 
and perform basic, necessary farming tasks.

Project Action identifies people with disabilities and addresses 
special transportation needs. Following the passage of ADA, the 
program was expanded to assist transit operators in implementing 
the law's transportation provisions. Project Action attempts to 
build partnerships between people with disabilities, advocacy 
groups, and the transit community in an effort to resolve 
disputes, avoid legal battles, and identify common ground. This 
project also has a promising and cost-effective emphasis on 
training and encouraging persons with disabilities to transition 
off paratransit and use accessible fixed-route services. Through 
research, demonstration activities and technical assistance, this 
project attempts to eliminate barriers to transportation and 
accessibility and assist in the implementation of the ADA.

Some background material is enclosed for your review along with a 
brochure on outdoor activities for children with disabilities 
that Randall asked us to forward to you. The representatives 
from the Easter Seals Society seemed pleased with the meeting, 
and Diana and I have additional materials on each project if you 
are interested.

Thanks.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WAS HINGTON

January 19, 1995

Randall L. Rutta, Vice President 
Government Relations 
National Easter Seal Society 
1350 New York Avenue, NW 
Suite 915
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Rutta:

Thank you for your letter and the 
materials on two very interesting 
projects.

I have asked Diana Fortuna of my staff to 
contact you with the appropriate people to 
meet with at the relevant departments.

Again, thank you for sharing this 
information.

Sincerely,

Carol H. Rasco
Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy

CHR:ram ■T'
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The Power To Overcome

Randall L. Rutta
Wee President.
Government Relations

National Easter Seal Society
1350 New York hue.. NW 
Suite 915
Washington. DC 20005
202 34TT3aBQ>'202 347.7385 ITDD)
202 737.7914 Fax



Helping People with Disabilities Achieve Independence

National Easter Seal Society
Office of Public Affairs

1350 New York Avenue N. W., Suite 915 
Washington. D.C. 20005 
202 347.3066 
202 347.7385 (TDD)
202 737.7914 fax}

JAN 1995
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10, 1995

Ms. Carol Rasco 
Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500

/

I am writing to request yom* guidance and support in assuring that two ^

Dear Ms. Rasco:

imique and effective programs serving people with disabilities are not ne^ected or 
diminished in the President’s budget request for fiscal year 1996. The two pro-
grams are Project ACTION and the AgrAbfilty Project, which respectively offer cost- 
effective solutions that promote transportation accessibility and the safe accon^

L lo me lectmiig ouui ec ui uuui luciuuii lui u<iii»iL upcraiurs, elLy
officials and people with disabilities on best methods for promoting transportation 
accessibility and related ridership, including critically-needed guidance on imple- 
mentlng the Americans with DisabUitles Act. Project ACTION is fimded by the 
Federal Transit Administration and administered by Easter Seals.

&rYncJ( //• 90/.
^ The AgrAbihty Project is an innovative USDA Extension Service i^ogram that^^’^i#!^ 

engages cooperative extension services, nonprofit disabfiity organizations, and rural 
S volunteer resources in directly helping thousands of farmers, ranchers, and farm­

workers with dlsabUltles and their famUles to succeed in agricultural production. I 
have enclosed materials and brief videotapes on both programs.

Project ACTION and AgrAbfilty translate a modest federal Investment ($2.0 
million each in FY 1995) into an array of valuable, practical services that benefit 
people with disabilities, their famfiies, and their commimlties. Easter Seals and 
other disability advocates championed the creation and expansion of these programs 
to eliminate harmful barriers in transportation and rm-al employment/independent 
living. Both programs are essential and undupUcated.
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Project ACTION and AgrAbility advance the President’s goals for persons with 
disabilities by promoting productivity, independence and community participation 
throu^ individual empowerment, public-private partnerships, and volunteerism. 
They enjoy bipartisan support in Congress. Yet, I am concerned that these worth­
while programs, like other small targeted efforts, may be at risk in the cimrent 
climate of sweeping spending reduction and federal agency reorganization.

Yom- advice and assistance concerning a meeting between myself and ap­
propriate Administration staff to ensure that full consideration Is given to these 
programs in the 1996 budget, USDOT and USDA priorities, and, in the case of 
AgjrAbihty, the 1995 Farm Bill would be greatly appreciated. These programs 
demonstrate the enormous value of targeted federal investment in services that 
directly support Individual productivity and faclhtate community responsiveness to 
disabled citizens. Administration support for these programs go a long towards 
advancing opportunities for independence for people with disabUltles.

As you know, Easter Seals is dedicated to assisting people with disabiUties 
achieve independence. Project ACTION and the AgrAbiUty Project contribute 
significantly to the accomplishment of our mission. We will advocate stron^y for 
ongoing federal support for these programs in the months ahead. Your collabora­
tion on this effort would make a positive difference.

Please contact me if you have questions about Project ACTION or AgrAbiUty, 
or any of the enclosed materials. I look forward to hearing from you on how best to 
advance these programs in a way consistent with the dlsabiUty advocacy goals of 
President Clinton.

Sincerely,

Randall L. Rutta
Vice President, Government Relations

cc: Michael C. Schaufele
NESS Board of Directors

Sharon Moone-Jochums 
Arkansas Easter Seal Society



National Easter Seals Society:

Randall L. Rutta 
Vice President 
Government Relations 
National Easter Seal Society 
1350 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 915
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Christopher Tiernan
Senior Government Relations Specialist 
National Easter Seal Society 
1350 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 915
Washington, D.C. 20005

Agriculture/ AgrAbility Project:

Brad Rein 
Program Leader 
USDA-CSREES 
Ag-Box: 2260 
Washington, D.C. 20250-2260

Dr. Leodrey Williams
Acting Associate Administrator for CSREES
USDA-CSREES
Room 305-A
Administration Building
14th and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Barbara Meister
Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for Research,
Education and Economics
USDA
Room 217-W
Administration Building
14th and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Transportation/ Project Action:

Roger Tate
Chief of Rural Research and Information Division 
Federal Transit Administration 
Room 6100
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590



Peter Halpin
Director of Communications and External Affairs 
Federal Transit Administration 
Room 9328
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Bob Stout 
Director
Office of Regional Operations 
Federal Transit Administration 
TGM-30
400 7th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590
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MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL Previous editions usable

TO:

YOU WERE CALLED BY- , YOU WERE VISITED BY-

OF (Organiz^ation)

,5: .FTSV.. 4 ' ■■ At^TOVON

WILL CALL AGAIN

RETURNED YOUR CALL

I's'wAl'TING TO SEE YOU

‘i ■ •

VUISHES AN APPOINTMENT
MESSAGE

A \>,

RECEIVED BY DATE TIME

50363-111 NSN 7540-00-634-4018 OPTIONAL FORM 363 (R«v. 1-94) 
‘U.S. G.P.O.:1994-300-891/00003 Prescribed by GSA
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