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I spoke with our staff in Fresno and in Sacramento. /

In Fresno, our staff met with the Fresno Refugee Forum on Nov.[ 19.
They discussed the recent suicide. The Hmong community does not viaw
the suicide as an issue we need to address. Rather, their main
concern is achieving veteran's status because it is the key to
federal, state and local benefits. The Hmong community in the Fresno
area seems to be satisfied that we have communicated effectively with
them regarding their SSI status.

Our Hmong speaking staff in Fresno also continue to appear regularly
on a Hmong radio show. Again, the current focus tends to be veteran's
status. While the suicide is viewed as a horrible tragedy, the Hmong
characterize it as an exception. They do not blame ssA.

In Sacramento, the area director issued a new instruction to hiu
offices to meet with the Hmong community upon reading about the
suicide. He asked our managers to express our sympathy as well as our
concern that no one be misinformed. 1In addition, he asked them to find
out. what we could do to help the community. We printed fliers [or
distribution to the Hmong. While the SSA offices had previously
established strong ties with the Hmong, they renewed their aflforts .to
inform and counsel. In addition, our staff asked Stephen Magagnini,
Sacramento Bee staff writer and author of the Nov. 9 article, to write
another piece apout the truth about SSI. wWe gave him a fact shnet and
he agreed to do s0. One of our staff has a very good working
relationship with him. Magagnini is still working on the article. We
have a call into him, but he's at a conference of the National Asian
Legal Consortium which is meeting in San Francisco as I wrile thisg.
We'll let you know what he tellsg us.

Working with the Hmong community is a special challenge because they
distrust official channels. They distrust their own leaders as well.
We have found that we continue to need to meet with them face- Lo-face.

I'll follow up with more info as it becomesg available.

Pete
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November 14, h997

The Honorable Danicl R. Glickman
Secretary of Agriculture

Department of Agriculture

14th Stroet and Independence Avenus, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Swemy Glickman:

[ understand thal our Executive Director, Karen Narasaki met you carler this
week &t the White Houso Conference on Hato Crimes, at which time sho raised
with you the Department of Agriculturs's docision to deny food staxnps to Hmong
and Lao voleraps. As a follow-up to that conversation, end to our letter dated
October 31, 1997, we enclose additional matcrials for your information. Asyou
can see, extensive media attention bas been given to this issus over the last two
wooks, including the tragic story of 8 Hmong suicide in Sacramento, California.

Licutenant Governor Gray Davis of California has written a letter to the Director
of California’s Departmant of Social Services, vriticizing her decision to deny
food stamp benefits to Hmong and Lao veterans. We have been contactod by
groups in [llinais, who have indicated that their atats divector of social services
jntends to write a similer lettor.

We are decply concerned that we will lose more lives in the Hmong and Lao
community absent swift action by the Department of Agiculture to reinstate food
gtaraps for this vulnerable population. 'We would again request a mooting with
you as 800N as possible to discuss this situation.

Thauk you for your immediate attention to this matter.

ely'

K
Staff Attormey

cc:  Yvette Jackson, Administrator of Food and Consumer Sorvice
" Bonaio O"Neill, Acting Deputy Administrator for Food Stamp Program
Sylvia Matthews, White House Deputy Chief of Staff
Dorig Matsui, White House Deputy Director for Public Liaison
Jonethan Abrams, Eaq., Hogan and Hartson
Carric Lewis, Food Resource and Action Center
Brion Thao, Hmong National Developroent Center
Panl Herr, Southeast Asia Resourcs Action Center
Josh Bemnstein/Dinah Wiley, Nations! Immigration Law Center
Kay Bengston, Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs
Michacl Hill/Cynthia Phillips, United States Catholic Conference
|
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Suicide iliustrates welfare reform's toll

p [IURSERE

tes welfa

nn;ong Hmong
tephen Magagn!ni
gze Strﬁ' Writer

(Published Nov. 9, 1997)

.Togy Vue is shaking with anger, shaking so much he can barely talk.
His mother, Chia Yang, lics on a slab in Sacrameato Mamorial Lawn.

| :
On Oct. 16, the 54-year-old Hmong mother of szven hanged berself in
her south Sacramento garage.

In nj,rambling farowel} tape she tucked inside her traditional Hmong
funeral clothes, Yang blamed welfure reform for pushing her over the
odge. "It foels like 'm sitting in a pot of boiling water every day," Yang
told her family. "What if [ lose my SSI7 What if my husband and children
Jose their AFDC grant? If they stop my grant I'm going to die anyway."

Vue, a rogistered nurse, proruised his mother that he sand his wife wonld
care for her if she lost her $640-a-month Supplemental Security Income
grant — to no avail.

"The No. 1 reason she took her life was welfare roform has caused her so
much stress she couldn't focus on anything else,” he said.

Yunig's trauma is shared by thousands of Hmong and Iu Mien refugees --
unahle to find jobs or master English — who fecl increasingly helpless,
useless and unwanted in the strange new world of welfare cuts,
oitizenship requirements and managed health care.

In Freano two months 8go, a $9-year-old Hmong woman banged herself
becausc she said wolfare reform mado her feel anwelcome in Americe.

icr this year, a Hmeng elder in Wisconsin hanged himself rather than
become a burden to his family, Bvery month, refugee agencics gat calls
from Hmong contemnplating suicide.

Yeng's husband, Sua Chai Vus, ié ono of nearly 20,000 California
yong betwoen 18 and 65 who have had thejr food stamps cut. In the
past two months, nearly 4,000 have filed food stamwp appoals.

With every ounce on her 4-foot-8-inch frame, Chia Yang yeamed for a
ter life for her children, But what et her apart from other anxious

!
|
11119107
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welfire mothers is that she and her family — like 170,000 other Hmong
ond T Mien refugces pationwide — are casualtics of a lost war, 8 war they
werejdrawp into by the CIA, a war that cost them their homeland, their
digpity and their natural way of lifs in the mountains of Laos.

Yang, who kept an immaculate home and made sure her kids hit the
books, twice tried to become a US. citizen - which would have allowed
her to keep receiving welfure — but ghe froze each time shs took her oral

exam.

Tronically, the new welfare rulcs that helped plunge Yang into u deep
depreasion have tumed in her favr: Had Yang held on until her S5th
birtiday in March, she could bave taken the antirc test in Hmong.

For Years, Hrmong and Iu Mien recruitsd by the CIA to fight in the
Victnam War have lobbied to become U.S. veterans, who are exempt
from welfare reform.

!
Congress has said they "should be considered veterans for purposes of
cantinuing cortain welfarc benefits conaistent with the exeeptions
provided other naneitizen veierana. . .. "

Several state administrative law judges have agreed and have ordered
fond stamps reinstated — only te be overruled by Bloise Anderson,
director of the state Department of Social Services.

Antimon, herself a former food stamp recipient, said, "1 worked hard and
got on my feet and didn't need them anymore."

Shs called the congressional wording “rbstorical,” znd said tho words

were never bacl;cd up with cash to kecp Hmong on the program.

Adn'icd department spokeswoman Corinne Ches, "I feel for theso people;
they fought and died for us. But in the era of welfare reform, the new
mantra is ‘work.’ It's not ‘what ths government owes me.' "

On!ﬂae wall of Chia Yang's home hangs a poster of 2 Hmong villags not
unlike her own in the central highlands of Laos.

Bvllery day before she died, Yang talked of going home to tho "1and of
sunishine,” whese & swatch of land and a good pair of hands and feet were
worth more than all the compulers in the world.

|
Ip 1964 she married Sua Chai Vuc, who served with two of Yang's
brathers in the CIA's cavert army. "I liked her best not for her looks, but

fg ‘l'iwr outgoing pcrsonality,” said Vue, 58. "Sbe was very respectful and
nd."

Th:a Hmong -- in concert with the Ravens, & secret s of elite U.S.
pilpts —~ held off the communists for more than a . But in 1973 the

United States bailed out of Leos, end the outmsanned Hmong resistance
crumbled.

Tn1975, the communists overrats Luos, slaughiering thousands of

'Hinong. Thausands more, including Yang, her lnsband and six children,

fied across the Mekong River and into the jungles of Thailand.

o A e tm Amvr i mmrmman e flanal /1 1 NGOG T AnnalNT him) 11/12/97
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«We walked for nin days,” seid her oldest son, Toby Vue, 31. "Many
people died from Munger, sickness and land raincs. Left and right, we
passefl bodics of men, women and children.”

The Unitod States bad promised to taka care of them, and after four years
in Thel refugce camps, the Vues resettled in a two-bedroom flat in San
Dicgo.

Like inon of California'a 80,000 Himong, they came from villages with
no elecaicity, oo toilets, no locks, no lawyers, no forma to fill out, no

permits to buy.

'f'ha)":hadno written Janguage — most had nocver uscd a pencil - and now
they faced the gargantuan task of learning to read and wnite and speek in
English. They came here knowing only how to farm or how to fight.

Still, America was Yeng's drcam come truo. "She said, "'We'va found
fresdom!" She was very praad, very happy to bring her children to a
modém country where her children could attend school and maybe one
dey we will do some good," said Toby Vuo.

Whiie Yang grew tomatoes, corn, onions, cilantro, egeplant and
pumplans, her husband studied Engligh and eventusally gota jobasa
dighwasher.

And'then the wolfare rules changed. Those hurt most were older Hmong,
nearly all of whom receive govermment agsistance.

Yang, in her farowell tspe, seid sho never would have come here if she'd
known the U.8. gavernment was going to changs the rules and make it 50
bard for her to eurvive. "I hope I will be rebom as a smarter, healthier,
more educated perdon, hetter shle to help mysclf and others g0 my next
family won't have to go through this," she said.

"] tgtally bleme this on the lewmakers," said Toby Vue. "Young people
like'me should work. But people like my parents, they lost their conniry
because they served this . They can't stay in L.aos becausc they
will' be executed. Wa have nowhers clse to go."

In 15987. Yang and her family movad to Sacramento because they'd heard
ther‘_s were better English teachers here,

Yarg lived to see two of her sons get college degrees. Toby Vue, a
soft-spoken $¢3,000-a-year qurse at Sutter General Hospital, has helpod
Hmong cancer patients overcome their fears of bone marrow transplants
and chemotherapy.

|
But Yang's health deteriarated in Sacramento.
|

High blood pressure, panic attacks, digbetes, kidney stones, bladder
infections, arthritis, night sweats, a stroke - "Shela e walking pathology,”
said her longtime doctor, Victuemese refugee Hung Gie Hoang. "She's 20
fragilo, and all those things put her into deptession status. Depression,

esa ig very common in many of my Southeast Agian patients,
especially the women."

» Ve rnaaast - 1V Lea 1V/12/07
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As aidisabled person, Yang qualified for SSL At first, she could go to any
doot?r that accepted Medi-Cal patients.

Bt geveral years ago Medi-Cal patients were assigned to specific BMOs
and speoific doctors. The new rules confused many Hmong, who were
afraid to go o Western doctars to begin with. "They don't know who to
call for help, they don't know how fo navigate the managed care system.
they have no idea who their doctor is," said Harmah Yang, a Hmong
worker with the Health Rights Hotline. "Most older Hmong don't read or
writp English," she said, "They’ll diive around all day, going from
rnm‘i;ical office to medical office, to find out if they're assigned to that
ofﬁc?e to get care.” :

"N'u%.uty percent of Sacramento's 15,000 Hmong are having these
problems,” she said. "It's & nightmare for them, Some decide not to get
any health cere unti] they have an emergency - then they go 10 the
eme{rgensy room."

Yaﬂ'g, too, wag frustrated.

"She would get to the docter's office at 7:30 a.m. to be there when they
opened at 8," said Toby Vue. "Then you put your name down and wait.
$he'd be called into the exam room et noon. By the time the doctor got to
her it would be another 2-3 hours, and the wholc day is ruimed."

Yar!tg's family spent several thousand dollars on traditional Hmong
healers, or shamans, and Chiness herbal medicines, but she didn't
imdrova much.

"Maybe ifs not my blood or body, mayb it miy soul” sho said in her
snicide taps. "It's not becanse you didn't love or support me -- my sadness
ov=:r the (Amarican) system and hesith problems drove mé over the edge.”

In 1:996. the government's vise tightencd some rnorc - Yang and other
disabled immigtants were threatened with the loss of their SSI checka
unibas they became U'S. citizens.

So far, the citizenship requirernent has applied only to food stautp

]

recipients like Yang's hnsband, whose grant has been cut from §185 to
$100 a month.

|
"It Ilooks like the U.S. has forgotten that we have helped them,” he said.
The Hmong's tragic tale is being replayed at food stamp appeal hearings
throughoyt California.

|
In Marysville two weeks ago, a tearful Hmong mather threatened to kll
hereelf and her five children if her foad stamps waren't regtored, said
Victor Hwang, an attomey with the Asian Law Caucus of San Franciseo,
whiida represents scverel bundred Hmong.

"She told the judge, "You might as well send a soldior to just kill us
use that's what you're doing,' " Huang said.

|
A i-[m0ng from Chico produced death certificates of 52 relatives ho said
were killed as a result of hia family's service to the CIA.

I
i
|
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Ono Hmong veteran, whose resutne includes a congressional "pefnndm
of Freedom” citation end 72 months in & communist re-oducation camp,
said that before he came hato, he never asked anyons for help. “Now 1
have to depend on my children for everything such as translating,

ing or going anywhers. My children are my parent and { am their
child. 1 take ESL olasses, but it doos no good.”

Not bne to give up essily, Yang studied hard for her Rebruary 1996
citizenship test. She rccived a notics fram an INS-approved testing
sorvice, Naturalization Assistance Services Inc., saymg:
"CONGRATULATIONS! You paseed the examination!”

Buti:ecause NAS had testod her in Hmong, the INS threw out the results
and asked her questions in Bnglish, said INS spokeswoman Sharon
Rummery. adding NAS is no longer certified to give citizenship teats.

!
Twice, Yang took the test at INS headquarters in Sacramento. Bach time,
she panicked and could barely utter a word.

¥iad Yang taken the tost & third timé, she probably would have been
citizenship under a disability waiver that went into effect in
March, Rummery said. "As long &8 you can indicate in any way that you
understand you are taking an oath of allogiance, you can hecome 2
citizen. You don't even have to telk -- you can blink.” Yang's application
for a disability waiver was still being processed at the time of hor death.

Ya:i'.g constantly ranied about welfare reform. “Her face is turning rod,
she's angry. she's crying, 'We're going to starve,’ ” Toby Vue said. "I told
her to stay alive, just be our mom, be part of our family — don't worry
about money problems, be thankfil we have a place we can call home.”
He peminded her that all immigrants are in the same boat, "But she was

hcl?less any way sho looked at it." :
% Oct. 16; afler watching the late news, Yang and her busband went to

|
"MZ dad woke up at 3:30 and saw my mom wasn't in bed," Toby Vue
said. “He found her in the garage, banging from 2 nylon ropo.”

@
. ™Inlour culture it's very hard to accepl,” he said. Many Hmong believe the

soul of g suicide victim won't find its way back to the spirit world to bo
reincarnated.

|
At'Yang's faneral, which lasted four days and drew 400 mourners, her

family sacrificed seven cows to the spirit gods "to make gure her spirit
woin‘t harm us,” Toby Vue said.

Tolpropare for her joumay to the spisit world, Yang was dreased in seven
layers of Hmony finery. A Hmong chenter and a Hmong bamboo flute
plyaﬁ guided her spirit back through every place she’d ever been until
she made it back to the village of her birth.

1
“She needs to say thank you for the water, the land and the fire she used
to purviva in each place," Toby Vue explained.
|
Ying, in her farewsll measage, told her family: "I'm sorry 1 had to hring

e ND B e can Al 2 2111 AODT Aann1OT hival 11/12/97

Qoos



11-20-97 04:24PM ' T0 92024567431 P010/024

11/14/97 FRI 18:86 FAX 2062318 Roog

Paga 6 0f 6
Suicide iltustrates welfare reforra's toll amo... age
| untry i ' tme...
to this co and then leave you behind. Don t be angry at ms. .
ﬁg‘;‘t ' \iss Mo too mruch, because even if T die my spirit will come back
and help you to bo strong and survive so you don't have to saffer ke I
&id!
|
? the povernment to "pleass reconsider -- help this poor,
amy ;rao‘t’:pg:f ngplo. 1 know my‘:ncam will not be the last. They wil]
be heppiest it death, without worrying where thoy are going to eat or

live’ | BACK T LOCAL NEWS | SACBEE. HOME
? Copyright © 1997 The Sicramento Bee

|
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Unconscionable acts
This is government bureaucracy at its worst, Shame on all involved

~ 'Lastmodified a2 7:38 a.m. on Thwedsy, November 6, 1997

The story of the Hmong people who were used by the CIA in Victnan and now ae
bdﬂlmcdfaodmmlsl becense of welfive ngrmhups shama on the US.
government, Clhfomh welfare officialy and the CIA.

The CIA 1sed the — in essence ki themn -- and nsw ha
.bomth&:!p;ouslhct n dnapping them now has no

i
The Hmong, a tribal people who have hed diffieulty adjusting to Amerjcan life, are
beh&ggmhd food stemps because of tha provision of!ijrelfzrnf reform that_ellmiimgd
benefits for legal i .

Butﬂ:angremdgthmlegnl immim; thoy are ceptives. They ware forosd Into
service for the U.S. militaty - one even as young as 10. Thoy endured 21! of the

) hardships of war, including belng woundcé.

, And naw tho Unbted States is turming its bask on them. Far shamel

The same goss for Callfornin welfars officials, who avortarmed rulinga by an
adminlstrative judge thet would have reingtated benefits,

The Himong, who|get another hearing before U.S, Agriculiure Department officials
today, hl\?o' been getnytad by we‘:lyz'ﬁc else. Burely the USDA has a batter sense of
decency and EaN, .

If not, th ugly Amerioan moniker cartainly fits.

Copyright 1997 The Topeka Capital-Journal
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4THE BTORY of Level 1 printad in FULL format.

Wiﬂ# 1597 Madison Newspspers, I=a,
Gl:api.ul Times (Madison, WI.)

lcyh.mbci- 24, 1997, Wadnegday, ALL EDTTIONS
|
! .
' 8ACTTON: Rditesial, 4. SR, GUAST JOLUMN
' LENGTR: 013 werds i

|
MRADLINE: U.5. SHOULD HQMOR YROMIES TO Qg
i
!
* BODY, ‘
i ghoum Xiong, a Hmong man from Laos now living in Wiscomsin, vas 10 years old

when hia Father was killad im a battla with conmunist troopa during the Vietnam
" Wazx. !

" BYLINE: John DuPfy

|
_ At age 14, Yang was ‘nllk.-tad in tha CIA-backed ''Ssarat Jumy'' te fight North
_Vistnamess troops and tn radeue American fighter pilots shot dowm ovar Laos.
I

Af & child paldisr on the front lines, Riong participated in numersus battle
'and ¥escus speraticons. JHa rwcalls the dny that 60 Pusnag scldierd were sgent to
‘zemcue 8 CIR pilot who had bean shot down by commwunist forcus. ''We had 2o
. choice,'' Xiomg has weitten in a perscsal memolx, ''but to sxve the life of the

‘meet precicus GIA pilot. ./ . . Our ordars Wers clear apd cpeoific that wa sheuld
sacrifics our livea for tha pilot, no matter bow haevy the casyalties might
b' L8

A

. During that misaionm, Xiong and Ymong trocpe were ambushad hy enawy soldiers.
.The downed pilot was maved, but osly a4 Emapg returnad, many of them badly
woundsd.

At its puak, tha !ig@ecrat Aruy'' of Laog Rumbernd sbout 40,000 men, mest of
‘them Ppong. The Emony foxds was kept secret from the Amarican public because the
" tnited States had pledged lto vespedat Iactinn nautrality during the Viatnam Var.
Rachar thasn keaping ite sagresmants, hewever, the United States secratly azmad
‘and trained the Pmgneg to fight Laotiam and ¥orth Vietnamese communists.

Alchough ths Saong Werd widsly zwgacded ad an effective fighting forea, they
‘puid a terrible price, As many we 17,000 Buong soldiars and 50,000 civilians

veze killad in the cosfliet, sossrding to ons souyce. More ihan 100,000 Bmong
‘'ware foroed £o leava Lmos (as rafugaes.

Today, the sacrifices ¢f Bhoua Xiong and other ¥pong veterans are baiag
- honorxad at a cexemany at tha Stata Capitol, Ths ''Wisconsin LEo Veterans Day of
Recognition'' im an observance of tha pazyvice of the sstimated &, 00C Rmohg and
-othey La® veterans now li in wiscongin.

Tha Wisconsin ceremony |follows 2 natictal ceremcsy thet tcok place Msy 14 in
‘Washingten, D.C., to hopor Mwang vererans agress the Unibed Statas.

3
[}
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These tributes ava imporeant snd leng overdua. But thay ars not eneugh.
. Teday. mary gpang veterens mnd their families sontinue to contend with
‘language barriars, undererployment and emotiésal atress. Men and vemek whe
-survived & horribly destwuotive U.8..sponsored war in their homeland now find
' themaelves unabla to uu@yalis thaiy families ox become scomomidzlly
" salf-suffiaient in this couatry.

|
Tha paspage of 1996 Zadozal welZatre reform lav and Wiscoasin's W-2 programs
"have exacerbated these diffisultias by cutting bask on banefits to ell
‘low-income peapls, undeymining the already temucus acanomic position af many
~lRepy and their familiss. |

on the fedaral lavel, oBS ooncrets step that can be taken to eddress thase
Jipmues is to axpedits immediats citisenship for Mggpg veterans and their
families, which veuld resthbes st least some of tha banefits that have bean

- reduced by the fadsrzal leplslatica.

-

. Ia Congress, Brude v.ar.l: has sponeoryed a bill -- the Hgdliy Vetsrans
./Naturalismtion Aet (¥.%. 371) -- that wanld waive the English language
requiraments for Jmang whe! served in tha CIA army and for their spouses and
widows. Tha waivar of the English language tsst im an important proviaion Sor
.Emgne pecple vhare sdugatipnal oppertunitias warxe goveraly sompromisad by tha
-war in goutheast Asia and ]!.t:s aftermuth.

! Tha Veato bill would nl{na walve the Zive-year residency reguirament fox
"aiciganship. While many Npepg have bezm in this esuntry for more than five
-ysars, othayy livad in yefigee campa or ware incarcersted for yaara in communist
‘1irg-qducatian’'’® centars. The affeet of tha Vento RLlli vould wake nacurdlizacien
!requirements for Emong vatarans cobmangurats with reguiremsnts for other

+non-aitizens who served with the U.3. military, auch as Pilipinc vaterans vho
fought in Werld war II. :

These are not perfeat sbluticns, Vento's bill, which has been co-aponsersd by
‘Rap, Bcott Kluy, R-Madisen, would not make the Buopa eligibla for U.4. veterans
‘henefits <+ vhich the JEpong fully dmserve -- or provids for lnsng Vetersns vio
‘have not yet come £0 the United States. Rut tha bill wauld be an impertant atap
-tovard assisting Huong vetsrans uho wish to contribute as U.§. aitizens to the
cultural and cacmomie life of thalr new country.
©  shoua Xiemy and othar JMggaq atill zecall a promise mada by the CIA that
. Amarica would takta care of ths Bpong Lf the United States somshow lost the war
/agsinat commoism in Southeust Asia. Recent welfare legislatiom on the faderal
and state levals hgs threstened Emgng families and made it diffieult f£or mapy
'43e0d o sae how the United States is keeplsg that promise.

Coe way for the United ‘ltutu to raspond to the diffjcultcles fucing Bmang
,vetarans is to great somadLate citigenghip te the veterans and their famllies.
That would he one way of repaying the men and women who gathared at the State
‘capitel to remwnmbar the rola of the Ypoug and other Lastians in an Anerican war.

. |

, NOTRS: !

‘John Duffy of Cottage Grova began working wish the Hmeng in 1983 a an Evglish
‘Jtageher in a rsfuges smamp in tha Philippines. FPrem 1990 to 1593, he worked as an
‘educational advooake with fmong in Wausau, He is currently writing his

'
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" doctoral dissertation at the Tnivarsity of Wisconsin-dadisen on Hpang literacy.
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Hmong Seek Exemptlon From Food Stamp Cuts

m Weltore: Refagees who lought in socret CIA anmyy sy those
acfions entitle them o veiern statos State officials disagree.
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[itlon From Aid Cuts

showing monin uugues gurround-
ingu haliooptar. |

'rn- mang nlrmmmd lo this

country in the luts 1970¢
and early ) pflar fleuing to
Thailand (o cecaps persocutlon ns
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Hmong people seek exemi;ﬁon from law cutting welfare

- _Somday. November 1. 1597
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Hmci;ong refugees say U.S. broke vow

to care for them
Alfics in Indoching war assail loss of food stamps

ASSOC%ATED PRESK

CHICO; Calif. — Clia Vue Yang was 10 whaa he wai saniched o hix
Lso&apdﬂm,bmdhdimlmlnnwmndmmajmgkbamﬂc
the net docede cooking, wiing smmnaigos end Kifing for the U

in tha Victnam War.
|

“They called ma & “conserl ‘ijuwywm!d—wtmdolhnowﬂ'm
Chia, » Hmong monntain T wen to the from Huet T ook, Y wash
clethes, 1 1=arn hew to fight, T uac a macking Bvery ao ofien, the CIA

guy.hr,]zybdab.mmuby sod inspects, Ho suys, ™ worry, Il mke

care of you.' We balieve Jogy.*

Now, h!c fecle detrayad.

Admﬁhﬁvcngandwdhmﬂndﬂsmhmmhml o
the Fimang, who wers told last month that their food stianps would Bo cut off
in accardeance with the now fodanl woifare Yeform Jaw.

|
The law, signed by President Clinton tast yoar, climinand bensfits for
ilmlliylnnbwﬂ:smoqﬂntenly citizona should ronelve much pavilcges.

mn&mﬁmmvmuﬂmﬁmwnﬁam thus sboul be
from cutofl. W. hu# nited Stutes
Warﬂ!wero given vam,mny-m oot the Puaoog?

Hmcn£ taders plon to plead their casa In Weshingion 2t e US.
Agrici Deporrmant, which afminicters the food stwinp program.

'l‘luta\midir.wmlduh cure of ug.” waid Blong Lo, 8 Hmang community
inader i Chico. "Bix ths CTA. dids feach you how t spesk English; fhey
Immwwugmﬂmmmhwnuw

i bilp from the govérament,”

Mark Mansfiald, the CIA spalaegian, daclined to comment o« Hinang
mm:mowhm o ‘

Abml!!.GOU Mwmmdmmmmm Orangg,
Low Angelen, Secramenmo snd Yuba constios, wheoe maoit of Californias
Hmog'ghhdmnh@ﬁmqm&mmdmmqhm
mdl oatsf? but have not challanged tha law busess thay are lcory of

Abou:l wo-dﬁmdsatthcmwebmrésolvad. most of thom ageinst the
Hmmmmmm

In Minnesot, which also s & subsomeial Ereon . on
enables recigients ko recoup soms of tha lagt Celifoniin a:n?prwed
ndmhhmpnwypugmhmﬁnmﬁmdmwfadﬂm the

Thut the Bimong fought, und dicd, for tito Unied States in Southeast Auda is
widd?know. . "
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H.R.2015

Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (lnrollcd Bill (Sent to President))

CHAPTER 4--RESTRICTING WELFARE AND PUBLIC BENEFITS FOR
ALIENS

Subchapter A--Eligibility for Federal Benefits

SEC. §561. ALIEN ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL BENEFKITS: LIMITED
APPLICATION TO MEDICARE AND BENEFITS UNDER THE RAILROAD
RETIREMENT ACT.

(a) LIMITED APPLICATION TO MEDICARL- Scction 401(b) of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1611(b)) is amended by adding at thc
end the following:

*(3) Subscction (a) shall not apply to any benefit payable undcr title XVIII of the Social
Security Act (relating to the medicare program) to an alien whao is lawfully present in the
United States as determined by the Attorney General and, with respect to bencfits payable
undcr part A of such title, who was authorized to be employcd with respect to any wages
attributable to employment which arc counted for purposes of eligibility for such benefits.".

(b) LIMITED APPLICATION 10 BENEFITS UNDER THE RAIL.ROAD RETIREMENT ACT-
Section 401(b) of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconceiliation Act of 1996
(8 U.S.C. 1611(b)) (as amended by subsection (a)) is amendcd by inserling at the end the
following:

'(4) Subsection (a) shall not apply to any bencefit payablc under the Railroad Retirement Act
of 1974 or the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act 10 an alien who is lawfully present in
the United States as determined by the Attorncy General or to an alien residing outsidc the
United States.".

SEC. 5562. EXCEPTIONS TO BENEFIT LIMITATIONS: CORRECTIONS TO
REFERENCE CONCERNING ALIENS WHOSE DEPORTATION 1S
WITHHELD.

Sections 402(a)(2)(A), 402(b)(2)(A), 403(b)(1)(C), 412(b)(1)(C), and 431 (b)(S) of the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)(A),
1612(b)(2)(A), 1613(b)(1)(C), 1622(b)(1)(C), and 1641(b)(5)) as amended by this Act arc cach
amended by striking “section 243(h) of such Act’ cach place it appears and inserting “scction
243(h) of such Act (as in effect immediately beforc the cficctive date of section 307 of division C
of Public Law 104-208) or section 241(b)(3) of such Act (as amended by section 305(a) of
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division C of Public Law 104-208)'.

SEC. 5563. VETERANS EXCEPTION: APPLICATION OF MINIMUM ACTIVE
DUTY SERVICE REQUIREMENT; EXTENSION TO UNREMARRIED
SURVIVING SPOUSE; EXPANDED DEFINITION OF VETERAN.

(a) APPLICATION OF MINIMUM ACTIVE DUTY SERVICY: REQUIRIEMENT- Sections
402()(2)(C)(1), 402(b)(2)(C)(1), 403(b)(2)(A), and 412(b)(3)(A) of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)(C)(1), 1612(b)(2)(C)(i),
1613(b)(2)(A), and 1622(b)(3)(A)) arc cach amended by inserting “and who fulfills the minimum
active-duty service requirements of section 5303A(d) of title 38, United States Code' after
“alienage'.

(b) EXCEPTION APPLICABLE TO UNREMARRILD SURVIVING SPOUSE- Scctions
402(a)(2)(C)(iii), 402(b)(2)(C)(iii), 403(b)(2)(C), and 412(b)(3)(C) of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 11.5.C. 1612(a)(2)(C)(iii), 1612(b)(2)(( )(ii1),
1613(b)(2)(C), and 1622(b)(3)(C)) arc cach amcended by inscrting before the period “or the.
unrcmarricd surviving spousc of an individual described in clausc (i) or (31) who is deceased if the
marriage fulfills the requircments of scction 1304 of title 38, United States Code'.

(c) EXPANDED DEFINITION OF VETERAN- Scctions 402(a)(2)(C)i), 402(b)(2)(( (1),
403(b)(2)(A), and 412(b)(3)(A) of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 11.S.C. 1612(a)(2)(C)(), 161 2(b)(2)(C)(). 1613(b)(2X(A). and
1622(b)(‘¥)(A)) arc cach amendced by inscrting *, 1101, or 1301, or as described in section 107
afler “section 101"

SEC. 5564. NOTIFICATION CONCERNING ALIENS NO'T LAWFULLY
PRESENT: CORRECTION OF TERMINOLOGY.
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H.R.201S8

Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (Enrolled Bill (Sent to President))

SEC. 5564. NOTIFICATION CONCERNING ALIENS NOT LAWFULLY
PRESENT: CORRECTION OF TERMINOLOGY.

Section 1631(e)(9) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1383(¢)(9)) and scction 27 of the United
States 1lousing Act of 1937, as added by scction 404 of (he Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, are each amended by striking “unlawfully in the United
States' each place it appears and inserting “not Jawfully present in the United Statcs'.

SEC. 5565. FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES: CONTRACTS AND LICENSES.

Sections 401(c)(2)(A) and 411(c)(2)(A) of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 161 1(c)(2)(A) and 1621(c)(2)A)) arc cach amended by
inserting before the semicolon at the end °, or to a citizen of a freely associated state, if section 141
of the applicablc compact of free association approved in Public Law 99-239 or 99-658 (or a
successor provision) is in effect’.

SEC. 5566. CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT REGARDING BENEFI'TS FOR
HMONG AND OTHER HIGHLAND LAO VETERANS.

(a) FINDINGS- The Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Himong and other lighland Lao tribal pcoplcs were recruited, armed, trained, and
funded for military opcrations by the United States Department of Defense, Central
Intelligence Agency, Department of Statc, and Agency for International Development to
further United States national sccurity interests during the Vietnam conflict.

(2) Hmong and other ITighland Lao tribal forces sacrificed their own lives and saved the
lives of American military personnel by rescuing downed American pilots and aircrews and
by engaging and successfully fighting North Vietnamese troops.

(3) Thousands of Hmong and other Highland T.ao veterans who fought in special gucrilla
units on behalf of the United States during the Vietam conflict, along with their families,
have been lawfully admitted to the United States in recent years.

(4) The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-193), the new national welfarc reform law, restricts certain welfare benefits for
noncitizens of the United States and the exceptions for noncitizen vetcrans of the Armed
Forces of the United States do not extend to IImong veterans of the Victnam conflict era,
making Hmong veterans and their families receiving certain welfare benefits subject to
restrictions despitce their military service on behalf of the United States.

11/19/97 12:48 PM
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(b) CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT- It is the sense of the Congress that Hmong and other
Highland Lao veterans who lought on behalf of the Armed Forces of the United States during the
Vietnam conflict and have Jawfully been admitted to the United States for permancnt residence
should be considercd veterans for purposes of continuing certain welfare benefits consistent with
the exceptions provided other noncitizen veterans under the Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.

Subchapter B--General Provisions

SEC. 5571. DETERMINATION OF TREATMENT OF BATTERED ALIENS AS
QUALIFIED ALIENS; INCLUSION OF ALIEN CHILD OF BATTERED
PARENT AS QUALIFIED ALIEN.

(2) DETERMINATION OF STATUS BY AGENCY PROVIDING BENEFITS- Scetion 431 of
the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1641) 1s
amcended in subsections (c)(1)(A) and (c)(2)(A) by striking "Attorney General, which opinion is
not subjcct to review by any court)' each place it appears and inscrting “agency providing such
benefits)'.

(b) GUIDANCE ISSUED BY ATTORNLY GLENERALI- Section 431(¢) of the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1641(c)) is amended
by adding at the end the following new undesignated paragraph:

*After consultation with the Secretaries of Health and Human Services, Agriculture, and ITousimg
and Urban Development, the Commissioner of Social Security, and with the hcads of such Federal
apencies administering benefits as the Attorney General considers appropriate, the Attorney
General shall issuc guidance (in the Attomey General's sole and unrevicwablc discretion) for
purposes of this subsection and scction 421(f), concerning the meaning of the terms “batlery’ and
“extreme cruelty’, and the standards and methods to be uscd for determining whether a substantial
conncction cxists between battery or cruelty suffered and an individual's need for benefits under a
specific Federal, State, or local program.'.
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October 31, 1997
The Honorable Daniel R. Glickman
Secretary of Agriculture 1‘
Department of Agriculture » (\ «Q L\@LM

14th Street and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

\//‘C/VV’ ’DkGU’U’[

Dear Secretary Glickman:

The National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium is a non-profit, non-
partisan organization dedicated to advancing the legal and civil rights of the

‘pation’s 8.8 million Asian Pacific Americans. We are affiliated with the Asian

Law Caucus in San Francisco, the Asian Pacific American Legal Center of
Southern California in Los Angeles, and the Asian American Legal Defense and
Education Fund in New York. We are writing, to express our concems over the
Department of Agriculture’s current interpretation of a provision contained in the
1997 Balanced Budget Act relating to public benefits for Hmong and Highland
Lao veterans.

As you are aware, the Balanced Budget Act restored Supplemental Security
Income and Medicaid for certain legal immigrants who were denied these benefits
under the welfare reform act signed into law last August. Unfortunately, food
stamps were not reinstated for legal immigrants. However, in Section 5566 of the
Balanced Budget Act, Congress clearly expressed its intent that Hmong and other
Highland Lao veterans should be considered veterans for purposes of continuing
all welfare benefits, consistent with the exceptions provided other noncitizen
veterans under the welfare reform law.

You may also be aware that President Clinton committed from the outset to work
to mitigate the harsh immigrant provisions in the welfare law passed last year.
Yet, the Department of Agriculture has ignored this clear direction from both
Congress and the President, issuing an Administrative Notice stating that Hmong
and Lao veterans are not veterans for purposes of the welfare law, and are
therefore ineligible for food stamps. The Department’s actions are a clear
violation of Congressional intent and direction under Section 5566, and the
President’s commitment. This unneccessary interpretation will result in
approximately 10,000 - 20,000 Hmong and Lao individuals and families going
hungry.

Our San Francisco affiliate has been involved in a series of administrative appeals
in Yuba County in which they represent Hmong veterans who have been
terminated from food stamps. An administrative law judge with the California
Department of Social Services recently issued a decision that pursuant to Section
5566, Hmong veterans are considered vererans for purposes of contmuing their
food stamp benefits. Specifically, he found that:

Va7 7/7/;,2k
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“Congress could have chosen to be silent on the issue of continuing eligibility for Hmong
and Highland Lao individuals ... Based upon the significant Congressional findings
contained in Section 5566(a), the intent of Congress to expand eligibility to Hmong and
Highland Lao veterans is clearly expressed in Section 5566(b) ... The purpose of the Faod
Stamp Program is to provide food to eligible needy individuals on a current and timely
basis. ITunger cannot be postponed. - Therefore, a reasonable statutory construction of the
language contained in the Balanced Budget Act ... is to presently continue eligibility for
Food Stamps for those qualified Hmong and Highland Lao veterans and spouses and
unmarmed dependent children of such veterans as otherwise defined and authorized in the
[welfarc reform act].”

Itis our understanding that based on instructions from agency officials at the Department of
Agmnculture, the Director of California’s Department of Sacial Services reversed the
admunistrative judge’s ruling.

Overwhelming, bipartisan support exists for Hmong and Lao veterans because of the great
service and sacrifices they made for this country. On May 12, 1996, bipartisan members of
Congress conlferred tpon them a Commendation and Citation in recognition of their service to
the United States military (sce Attachment 1). By letters dated March 20, 1997 to Congressman
Bill Archer, Chairman of the Housc Ways and Means Committee, and to Congressman Clay
Shaw, Chairman of the Ways and Means Subcommittee on Human Resources, bipartisan
members of the House also expressed their support for continuing welfare benefits to Hmong and
J.ao veterans (see Attachment 2).

Given the overwhelming evidence of Congressional intent and the directive to agencies under
Section 5566, wc believe the Department’s decision to discontinue food stamp benefits to
Hmong and Lao veterans is clearly mistaken. In light of the urgent and desperate situation that
the most vulnerable in this community are facing with loss of their food stamps, we, together
with other concerned organizations, would request a meeting with you as soon as possible to

discuss this matter in further detail.
erely,

Karen K. Narasaki
Executive Director

cc:  Sylvia Matthews, White House Deputy Chief of Staff
Doris Matsui, White House Deputy Director for Public Liaison
Jonathau Abrams, Esq., Hogan & Hartson
Carric Lewis, Food Resource and Action Center
Brian Thao, Hmong Natienal Development, Inc.
Khoa Xuan Le, Southeast Asia Resource Action Center
Josh Bernstein/Dinah Wiley, National Immigration Law Center
Phil Smith, Lao Veterans of America
Kay Bengston, Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs
Michael Hill/Cynthia Phillips, United States Catholic Conference
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Longress of the Bnited Stateg
@oshiugeon, ME 20515

“in the long history of the world, only g few generations have been Ei'anrad the role of defending
R its hour of maximum danger.
—Presidens John F. Kennedy, Puugurg] Address, January 20, 156].

In tribute to Former CIA Director Ambassador William Colby and the United
States military and clan

destine forces who served in the Vietnam War, we join the
erteful people of America
to award (o you this

Commendation and Citation for
Vietnam War Service in Laos

to
" On this 12th day of May. 1556~
For your couragepus defenge of your e and homeland againg communisz dggression and
your support and sacrifice on behalf of United Stateg gﬂﬂ and clandestine forces. Hmong and

, o air and combat support missions for
United States militgry and clandestine forcss, including the rescuing of downed air crews and the

supply conveys. Against overwhelqin encmy
Mmanpower and weaponty, the outnumbered Hmeng and other Royal Lao forees sn:cisfully

% Cangre %ge Radanovich

|
.Congressman Duncan Hunter Congzessman Bill McCollum

PEDTRD OF PECYCA(D Aorun
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Congress of the Wnited States
Washiages. BE 20515

Nazch 30, 1997

The Honcrable Bill Archer
Chairman
Ways and Neane Coummittes

1103 longwoerth RoB
Vaghincten, D.C. 20%51%

Deuyr My. Chairmen:

It 1s =0r understanding that your committse has been considaring
3 pagsiilu exemption for the SmORg veterans to Pe included in
H.R. 1£58, the technical corrections amendments to tha Personal
Responzibflity gnd Wark Opporeunity Rgconciliation Act of 1996.
F ot ig

¥Ws agrre: that reform of the wvelfare system vVas hecassaZzZy 38 a
mosns ¢ fasilitate tha transition fros wslfars to werk snd to
ancourusie graatar aelf-sufficie for able-bodied adulea.
Howvaver, the legislatioen asnacted last year will adverpsaly affesct
the Hmeny people of Lacs who dessrve spaclal conwidsrstion
because thay coaparatsd 8hd sacrificsd for our govePnment and its
Araed irces during the Viathaw War.

Becaus: of a peavision in the velfare raform law, legal
residerics, with a few excaptions, are inaligible to recaive 55I.
Ae a rogult, many of the alderly and disadblad Nmong vaterans and

Wheir <unondents will be ajgoontinued frow the 862 program by
Auguet 32, 1997.

buring ithe Viatnam War, sany of the Hnang pacple verked for our
intalligcnce and Special Yoreos groupg- It is vrong ta abandon
these Ucn and vomen wha served as valuable allies to us during
the Sonuchoast Asian conflicc.

Though not conasjidered vatergns by our govermment, the Ngong of
Laos vrrc angaged in covert cperations directed by the Central
Intellivence Agancy. Since many sarved in nun-unifarmed units,
it rewilna uncertain if “veteran® statue can be proved. These
Specirerl forces tenss alded pur afforts tremsndouely during the
Southe:dt Asish conflict, but, at great cost and psrsonal lass to
thamsulvca. Nany of the Mmong lest their livam. They suffered
irnvmcTchle casualties, and leoet their hapeland vo Coamuniet
fcraor- After the war, the Hmong wars forced to live in refuges

czups, uuny in substandard cenditions, and wers later Brought ta
ovx counhtry as political rafugess.

The pax_-wew of sewimilation to the United Stetes Daso Boan
ecpeci-lly difficult for ths Hmong. One major setback for mahy,
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{o that thcir coamand of the Englieh language is insufficient to
sucoearz:lly complete the naturalization process. This le partly
becausi , up until the 19508, ths Hasong did not have a written
languess, ¥nich has wado lesrning to apsak, Tead, and write tha
Enslish lonquage sstremsly diffisult. Fuzrther, the English-
laarning procoas ha@ baen stymied by the high rate of illiteracy
amonqg tha Hm in eheir ewn native languaga. Educational
oprostiiities in their hopeland, fer thes majority of the Hneng
vhr werr bhrought to the United States ac political refugees, were
sericurly undernined as s result of the war-ravaged yesars in
laus.

Aside from limited educsticnal and work opportunities in the
United 3itatas, tha Haohg must oVercoBa Bany other obstacles
during thsir assimilation and agjustsent process. Pirsac, many
Hecong ~hoe survived the war are afflicted with physically-
disabling conditiens and montal disapilities such as post-
creunatic geress syndroms- Second, thay aust adjust to a set of
veory diffarent cultural practices and norms. Finally, the Hsong
are subjzct o dieerimination and prejudica in thaeir new
snyirerprent.

In clociRg, wve commend your wfforts tm fimd a sclution to exauwpt
the Hmeng and thank you in adwvancs fer yeur avery consideration
of thir very urgent situatiaen.

Bincersly,
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Congress of the Tnited States
mﬂ. BC 200\5

Xareh 30, 1337

The Nonorable Clay Shav

Chairnan

Weys Ll Means Subcemnittes oh Human Resources
B117 kayburn RDB

Washingzon, D.C. 30518

Dear kr. Chairaan:

It is cur understanding that your comnittes has men considsring
> poseidle sxewpticn for the limomg veterans te ba ipcluded in
H.R. i64C, the technical cerracticns suendmants to the Psersonal
Respoheirility and werk Opportunity Racencilistion Act of 1996.
He_aze or) -V 4 da il AELQGUCER. Q80 NS .

¥c agzoc that reform of the Walfars aystan Was Necessary as &
Brcane to facilitata the transition from welfare to work and to
shcouragy greatsr sslf—-surgiciency for sble-badied eduits.
Hovever, the laglislatien enacted last year vill adversely affect
the Recnge people of Lies vho deserve special considaratien

bocaucsc they € erated and satrificed fer cur governmsent and its
A:nad Torves during the Viatnes ¥ar.

Bccauss of a prevision in the velfars reform lau, legal
rasiderits, vith a fev exceptions, are insligible to receive 651.
A7 » result, pany of the slderly and disablad Huorsy veterana And

thair Jopendents vill be discentimied from the BSI Progra® by
Aaguet 33, 1997.

Daring ¢he Viatnam vWar, many of the Huong paople vorked for our
intelligance and Specisl Porces groups- It is wrang to abandon

thess nan and veman vho aerved ss valuablae allies to ue during
the Bautheast Asian confliect.

Though not conaiderel veterans by our government, the Humong of
Ines szrn anqaged in covert cparations directsd by the Ceontral
Iatelligence Agency. Bince Bany sesxved in non-uniformed units,
it rezsine uncertain 1f “vatgran® atatus s=an be proved. These
Spacia) Forces taases aided ocur efforts tremandously during the
Boutha:et Asian confllet, but, at great cost snd persocnal loss to
themgclvas. Hany of tha Npong lost their lives. Thay suffered
1nanuecirnnla casualtiss, snd lost their hoselansd ta Comaunist
forCe.. Aftar the wvar, ths Rmong Vore fozrced to live in rafugms

campe. wany in substandard copditions, ahd ware later brought to
our country as peolitical refugees.

The prorese of assinilation to the United Statas has hsen
rapeciznlly 4ifficult Cor the Hmong. Ona major sethBack for Bsny,

PETRD o SYSNGLE0 Samp
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is th.T fheir coamand of the English lanquage is insufficient ®eo
succc-cZully couplets the naturalization precess. This is partly
becauzc, up until the 19508, tha imong did not have a vritten
langu-vys, which has Bade learnihg to Bpeak, resad, and write Tthe
Ergll i language extremely difficult. Purther, the liah-
lexrning pracess has besn stymied by tha high rate of illitaracy
amang The Humeng in thelr ovn native language. Educatienal
oppoitunities 1in their hopeland, for the majarity of the Hmeng
wvha » re brought to thae United Btates as policical refugees, were

ssricualy underminad se » result of the var-ravaged yearxs in
Laos .

Aueidz frow limited sducations) and work opportunities in the
Unit:~ States, the HRPONG BUST DVeZCoks Bany ethar obstacles
dvris- enciz assimilation and adjustaent process. First, many
¥xonT Tiic survived the var ars sfflicted vith physically-
diza’.’ ing conditions and mantal disabllities auch as pest-
trauv-tic streces syndzome. Secand, thay myet adjust ta a sat of
very “+ifferent cultural practices and noras. Finally, the Mmong

ares mubkject te discriminetion and praejudice in their nev
snviT mucnt.

In eloeing, we comBend your efferts to find a solution to exempt
ER3 Wrsihg end thank you in advance for your avery zonsideration
of thic vary urgent situation.

Fe Sincaraly,

—
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Explatation of Amendment |

Offered by Congressmen Shaw, Kleczka, and Ramstad

The amendment expresses the sense of Congress that, based on
their service on behalf of the United States during the Vietnam
War, Hmong veterans should be treated like other noncitizen
veterans under the welfare reform law.
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AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1048
OFFERED BY M.

At the end of subtitle A of title IV insert the follow-

Ing new section:

1

1=

p |

10
11

13
13
15
16
17
18

19
0

AD"122, 1997323 p.mi;

SEC. 407. CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT REGARDING BENE-

FITS FOR HMONG AND OTHER HIGHLAND
LAO VETERANS.

(2) Finpines.—The Congress makes the followng

findings:

| (1) Hmong and other Highland Luc tribal peo-
pies were recruited, armed, trained, and funded for
militery operations by the United States Department
of Defense, Central Intelhigence Agvncy, Department
of State, and Agency for Inténmtianal Development
to further United States natiorsl secunity interests
during the Vietnam eonflict.

(2) Hmong and other llighland Lao wibal
forces sacrificed their owm lives and saved the Lives
of American militart personnal by rescuing downed
Amierican pilots und sirerews and by ﬂng‘agmg md
successfully fighting North Viethumese troops.

(3) Thnusumis of Hmoug and other Higlland
Lao veterans who fought n special guerilla units on

hehalf of the Uinited States durine the Vietnam con-

HWod 4 HdBE -
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flict, along with their families, have been lawfully ad-
mitted to the United States in recent years.

| (4) The Personal Responsibility and Work Op-
portunity Reconciliation Act {Publie Law 104-193},
the pew national welfare reform law, restricts cer-

tain welfare benefite for noneitizens of the United

‘States and the exceptiors for noncitizen veteraus of

the Armed Forces of the United States do not ex-
tend to IImong veterans of the Vietnam conflict era,
making Hmong veterans and their families receiving
certain welfare benefits subject to restrictions de-
spite their militarv service on behalf of the United
States.

{b) CONGRESSTONAL STATENENT.—It 15 the sense of

13 the Congress that Hmong and ather Highland Tiaa vetar-

16 ans who fought on belnlf of the Armed Forves of the Unit-

17 ed States during the Viewmam conflit ard have lawfully
18 been admitted to the United States for permanent resi-

19 dence showld be considered veterans for purposes of con-

20 tinuing certain welfure benefits consistent with the excep-

21 tions provided other nonecitizen veterans under the Dler-

22 sonal Kespousibility and Work Opportumity Raconeibation
23 Aet of 1996
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