
Domestic Policy Council
Mission

The Domestic Policy Council oversees development and implementation of the 
President's domestic policy agenda. Established on August 16, 1993, by Executive Order 
12859, the Council ensures coordination and communication between the heads of relevant 
federal offices and agencies.

The Council provides a forum through which:

Cabinet agencies with responsibility for components of the domestic agenda 
coordinate their work on key cross-cutting issues;

decisions on policy of critical importance to the President can be debated, 
focused, and ultimately brought before the President for decision;

communication is fostered on initiatives and issues affecting multiple agencies;

implementation of key Presidential initiatives is monitored.

The Council, headed by the Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy, also works 
with legislators, advocacy groups, constituent communities and all levels of government to 
ensure that a full range of voices participates throughout the policy making process. The 
Council functions through committees, task forces, and interagency working groups which 
facilitate the development of national policy on such issues as health care reform, welfare 
reform, crime, immigration, and Americans with disabilities.
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The President 
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Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Assistant to the President for Economic Policy 
Chair of the Council of Economic Advisors 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
Senior Advisor to the President for Policy Development 
CEO, Corporation for National and Community Service 
Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy 
AIDS Policy Coordinator 
Administrator of the EPA
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Domestic Policy Council

Fact Sheet

The Domestic Policy Council executes and oversees domestic policy 
development and implementation for the President. "The Council" 
was established on August 16, 1993 by Executive Order 12859.

Functlona;
Council staff, headed by the Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy, work with government agencies, legislators, 
advocacy groups and constituent communities. Through an effort 
to coordinate policy making at all levels of the process, the 
Council ensures that domestic policy decisions and programs are 
consistent with the President's stated goals.

Acting as a central liaison between all participants in the 
domestic policy arena, the Council encourages effective 
communication thus enabling the exchange of a wide range of 
Interests, experience and expertise. By enlisting and organizing 
the involvement of numerous agencies and advocates, the Council 
facilitates the development of thoughtful, inclusive domestic 
policies which address the needs and concerns of all Americans 
and are in concert with the President's message.

The Council synthesizes this ongoing exchange of information to 
coordinate domestic policy advice to the President and monitor 
effective implementation of the President's domestic policy 
agenda.
The Council functions through established or ad Hoc committees, 
task forces, and interagency working groups who follow and 
respond to issues concerning crime, the welfare system, 
immigration, the environment, Americans with disabilities and all 
facets of domestic policy to ensure that Presidential decisions 
and programs are effectively pursued.

IfwiwhftyM

The President 
(Chairman)

vice President 
Attorney General

Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Secretary of Labor

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Secretary of the Interior
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary of Transportation 
Secretary of Energy
Chair of the Council of Economic Policy 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy 

Senior Advisor to the President for Policy Development
Assistant to the President and Director of the Office of National Service

Secretary of Education 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Secretary of Commerce 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Administrator of the EPA 
AIDS Policy Coordinator



o-e

^55, '■'‘^ ' ■ n^cyi

p, ^'-e cu)'' ‘' ^ a ct, ''^
^ S5. S^n/- >^5 ^ F'^S>C/^t- cvoof c ^ ^ O f C, Oi

ac^QVc- <=^s/^ P^s/cOni- )>»<-

^ , d's> ^^ojc 8
?l



Domestic Policy Council
Fact Sheet

The Domestic Policy Council oversees development and implementation of the 
President's domestic policy agenda. The Council was established on August 16, 1993 by 
Executive Order 12859 to bring together the heads of key federal offices and agencies to 
ensure coordination and communication across Departments.

The Council provides a forum through which:

Cabinet agencies with responsibility for components of the domestic agenda 
coordinate their work on key cross-cutting issues;

decisions on policy of critical importance to the President can be debated, 
focused, and ultimately brought before the President for decision;

communication is fostered on initiatives and issues that affect multiple 
agencies;

implementation of key Presidential initiatives is monitored.

The Council, headed by the Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy, also works 
with other levels of government, legislators, advocacy groups and constituent communities to 
ensure that a full range of voices are heard in the policy making process. The Council 
functions primarily through committees, task forces, and interagency working groups which 
are brought together around specific issues involving multiple federal agencies. Council staff 
are responsible for facilitating these interagency efforts which include, among others, health 
Ccue reform, welfare reform, crime, immigration and disability policy.
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facilitates the development of thoughtful, inclusive domestic 
policies which address the needs and concerns of all Americans 
and are in concert with the President's message.

The Council synthesizes this ongoing exchange of information to 
coordinate domestic policy advice to the President and monitor 
effective implementation of the President's domestic policy 
agenda.
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. I want to live.
) do what other
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Is fighting this 
‘ I want to live.
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something like 
.an stop wring- 
ur sleeves and 
ly we can do it 

and air-filling
II the Nation’s

that back to Washington. Think about that 
little girl, and help us solve this health care 
problem.

Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. at the 
Tulsa Convention Center. In his remarks, he re­
ferred to John Motley, vice president. National 
Federation of Independent Business, and Gov. 
George S. Mickelson of South Dakota, who died 
April 20 in an airplane crash.

Executive Order 12859— 
Establishment of the Domestic 
Policy Council
August 16,1993

Bv the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including sections 
105, 107, and 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab­
lished the Domestic Policy Council (“the 
Council”).

Sec, 2. Membership. The Council shall 
comprise the:

(a) President, who shall serve as a Chair­
man of the Council;
(b) Vice President;
(c) Secretary of Health and Human 
Services;
(d) Attorney General;
(e) Secretary of Labor;
(0 Secretary of Veterans Affairs;
(g) Secretary of the Interior;
(n) Secretary of Education;
(i) Secretary of Housing and Urban De­
velopment;
(j) Secretary of Agriculture;
(k) Secretary of Transportation;
(l) Secretary of Commerce;
(m) Secretary of Energy;
(n) Secretary of the Treasury;
(o) Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency;
(p) Chair of the Council of Economic

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Aug. 18
1639

(c) All executive departments and agencies 
shall cooperate with the Council and provide 
such assistance, information, and acfvice to 
the Council as the Council may request, to 
the extent permitted by law.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
August 16, 1993.

(s) Assistant to the President for Domes­
tic Policy;
(t) Assistant to the President and Direc­
tor of the Oflice of National Service;
(u) Senior Advisor to the President for 
Policy Development;
(v) Director, Office of National Drug 
Control Policy;
(w) AIDS Policy Coordinator; and
(x) Such other officials of Executive de- rpiUi -u .l r i
partments and agencies as the President i48 p m Au.msU
may, from time to time, designate. August 1/.

Sec. 3. Meeting of the Council The Presi- order was released by the
dent, or upon his direction the Assistant tn ? " u! t ^^^'^Secretary on August 17. and
the President for Domestic’ Policy ("the As- 19^““ August
sistant”), may convene meetings of the Coun­
cil. The President shall preside over the 
ineetings of the Council, provided that in his
se„c^e'Lstat.'’.SlpSr‘‘ ms”"'™®"’*

tne ^omestic policy-making process; (2) to Bv the President of the United States 
^rdmate domestic policy advice to the of America
President; (3) to ensure that domestic policy a
decisions and programs are consistent^th ^
tfe President’s stated goals, and to ensure ^6, 1993, we celebrate the 73rd
that those goals are being effectively pur- ^""'^ersaiy of the ratification of the Nine- 
sued; and (4) to monitor implementation of Amendment to the Constitution. In
the President’s domestic policy agenda. The ^^^'^^mg that the right to vote shall not be 
Assistant may take such actions, including or abridged on account of sex, the
drafting a Charter, as may be necessary or ^‘"otoenth Amendment guaranteed for 
appropriate to implement such functions. women the most cherished prerogative of

(b) All executive departments and agen- Annerican citizenship.
cies. whether or not renresented on the a Amenca was founded, women have
Council, shall coordinate* domestic policy ^®'’*°"strated an active interest in shaping
through the Council. ^ practice of democratic government. But

(c) In performing the foregoing functions x a°^ Nineteenth
the Assisfant will, when appropriate work women s myriad contribu-
with the Assistant to the President for Na- cultural, and economic life
tional Security Affairs and the Assistant to began to receive the full ac-
the President for Economic Policy knowledgment they deserved. As wo.men’s

Sec. 5. Administration, (a) The Council cTT " stren^h in the poiiti-

cfnfr to equality among thegroups.
(b) The Council shall have



Domestic Policy Council

Fact sheet

The Domestic Policy Council executes and oversees domestic policy 
development and implementation for the President. "The Council" 
was established on August 16, 1993 by Executive Order 12859.

Functions:
Council staff, headed by the Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy, work with government agencies, legislators and 
the advocacy and constituent communities. Through an effort to 
coordinate policy making at all levels of the process, the 
Council ensures that domestic policy decisions and programs are 
consistent with the President's stated goals.

Acting as a central liaison between all participants in the 
domestic policy arena, the Council encourages effective 
communication thus enabling the exchange of a wide range of 
interests, experience and expertise. By enlisting and organizing 
the involvement of numerous agencies and advocates, the Council 
facilitates the development of thoughtful, inclusive domestic 
policies which address the needs and concerns of all Americans 
and are in concert with the President's message.

The Council synthesizes this ongoing exchange of information to 
coordinate domestic policy advice to the President and monitor 
effective implementation of the President's domestic policy 
agenda.
The Council functions through established or ad Hoc committees, 
task forces, and interagency working groups who follow and 
respond to issues concerning crime, the welfare system, 
immigration, the environment, Americans with disabilities and all 
facets of domestic policy to ensure that Presidential decisions 
and programs are effectively pursued.
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November 2, 1994

MEMORANDUM TO DPC STAFF

From: Jeremy Ben-Ami and Elisabeth Cohen

Subject: DPC Fact Sheet

We prepared the attached DPC Fact Sheet in response to several 
requests, both in and outside the White House. It has been 
approved by Carol, so please feel free to use and distribute it 
as needed.

ThanksI
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