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EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

19-Apr-1996 12:30pm

TO: Carol H. Rasco

FROM: Diana M. Fortuna
Domestic Policy Council

CC: Elizabeth E. Drye

CcC: Jeremy D. Benami

SUBJECT: currency

Bill White and I had an interesting meeting over at Treasury, with
the folks who are working on the redesign of the currency.

They have just finished the $100, and are turning their attention
to the $50, with the intention of doing one bill a year for the
next several years. They took a big leap in changing that bill by
adding many new security features to it: big, new, off-center
portrait of Franklin, watermark, ink that is different colors from
different angles, etc. (The currency hasn't had a major change
since the 1920's.)

For the $50, they are thinking about how to address an issue that
has come up over the years: how the blind and visually impaired
can tell one bill from another. They commissioned a bunch of
engineers and other experts to study this, and the experts issued
a report last year. The experts consulted in some way with the
major blind/visually impaired groups.

Some of the most obvious solutions were rejected: different size
bills has a huge cost to the private sector, which has all those
cash drawers that fit the current dollars. Raised lettering would
wear off. And punching holes in it has bad associations: Russia
and the Middle East would regard it as defacing bills, and also
you punch a hole in a bond to signify it is no longer wvalid.

They are also very concerned that they not do anything too weird
to undermine confidence in the currency. They are mindful of the
public's rejection of the Susan B. Anthony dollar, and the general
mistrust of government.

So they were left with things that would only help the visually
impaired. (There are 3 million visually impaired people and
200,000 blind people in the country.) Their preferred option is
to put a much larger, higher contrast number on the back of the
bill in one corner. Apparently it looks a bit jarring, so they
want to be sure it's worth changing.



They just wanted to advise me and Bill of what they are
considering. If the Administration settles on their preferred
option, they plan to advise the blind/visually impaired groups a
bit in advance to make sure they are supportive.

The National Federation for the Blind tends to oppose
accommodations for the blind, so I imagine they won't oppose this.
Also, this will benefit seniors, not just the disabled. The
American Council for the Blind is the other big group, as you
know. We can also tell them that we don't plan to wait another 70
years to do more changes, and that as technology improves we will
try to do something for the blind. (Apparently Canada gave every
blind person a piece of equipment worth a few hundred dollars that
reads bills and speaks the denomination.)

This will probably happen in early 1997, although it is possible
it would be ready sooner. The $100 change was the big story, and
focused on security; if there is news this time, it would be the

visually impaired change, perhaps to have a "greying of America"
angle, too.

We told them we were supportive of the change. I checked with Liz
Savage to get her read, and she agreed. Let me know if you have
any questions I should ask them.

Interesting stuff!



EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

19-Apr-1996 12:35pm

TO: Diana M. Fortuna

FROM: Carol H. Rasco
Domestic Policy Council

CC: Elizabeth E. Drye

CC: Jeremy D. Benami

SUBJECT: RE: currency

Fascinating...thanks so much for sharing the briefing. I have had
many visually impaired and blind friends who have struggled with
this issue. I applaud Treasury for spending so much
time/energy/etc. on it.
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April 17, 1996

- The Clinton Administration welcomes State Directors of
Special ®ducation, State Advisory Panel Members, and
Regional Resource Centers staffyto the Cash Room.
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We support your efforts to assure thdat all children with
disabllltle- receive access)Lo qua ty education.
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(’ he Clinton Ao~1nlstratlon has Sloported a Reauthorization
| Proposal Chat skeks to strengtheén IDEA with an empha515 on

The dministrafion\has requested a 12% increase i Part B
funding for Fiscal Year 1997 as well as 254 million for \
discretionary prograus. &=

- The Administration has\ fought attempts by Congress to ; ég?
eliminate the Medicaid entitlement for disabled people. ’

- The Administration gtrongly supports the American with
Digabilities Act.

- The Administratjon has fostared inclusion of children with
disabilities ig all our effoxts to improve education with

strong inclusive language in {CALS 2000, Improving America’s
Schools Act,/and in our Schoolkto-Work Legislation.

- We th@nk ydu for all that you do\to improve opportunity for

students with disabilities.
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