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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

September 14, 1999 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Schumer: 

Thank you for writing about your serious concerns about the recent outbreak of mosquito-borne 
encephalitis in New York City and your request for Federal assistance. The President has asked 
me to respond to your Friday letter and provide you with an update of our work to date to protect 
the health and well-being of the citizens of New York. 

As of this morning, there are 11 confirmed cases of encephalitis and three deaths. This 
development is extremely troubling, and the President has directed us to assist the city and state 
in the effort to address this public health threat. 

Since late August, when the first instances of unusual disease were reported, the Department of 
Health and Human Services' Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has been 
working with the city and the state to provide scientific and technical assistance to determine the 
extent of the problem and to help construct effective public health responses. On September 
2nd, CDC received blood samples from the New York City Department of Health from the first 
possible cases of encephalitis. On September 3rd, the CDC analysis of the sample confirmed the 
diagnosis of St. Louis encephalitis and immediately provided consultation about appropriate 
intervention. Later that day, the city initiated their mosquito control efforts, which included a 
targeted spraying of appropriate insecticide in Queens and the Bronx. 

Within 24 hours after a request for additional personnel assistance was made, CDC personnel 
were on the ground. As of this writing, we have a team of scientists assisting the city including 
those representing the fields of epidemiology, entymology, virology, and wildlife biology. We 
are pleased to report that CDC, together with experts from the New York City Department of 
Health, have just isolated a potential breeding site for the carrier mosquitoes and have already 
begun appropriate interventions. 



/ 

The CDC personnel, reporting through their Director. Dr. Jeffrey Koplan, advise us that the state 
and local New York public health response has been thorough and professional. At the request 
of HHS Secretary Shalala, Margaret Hamburg, who is the city's former Commissioner of Health 
and the current Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, is playing an important 
consultative role to the city. Local health officials have advised these two well-respected 
Administration experts that the troubling situation appears to be under control. 

Clearly, the central challenge is to assure that the threat of further spread of this disease is 
controlled. The experts inform us that the way to accomplish this goal is through the successful 
implementation of a mosquito prevention and control campaign, including spraying. In that 
regard, the New York public health officials have consulted with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to determine the best approach to deal with the public health concerns. 

EPA has provided important technical assistance through their field and central offices. The 
agency is also fielding hundreds of calls a day on their toll-free number to provide important 
safety tips and general information to the citizens of New York about the spraying. EPA will 
work with the city to ensure that the intensive education and safety campaign being conducted to 
notify the public about all aspects of the spraying is effective. They also advise us that they are 
willing to dedicate additional staff resources if the city and state believe it is necessary to do so. 

While it appears from reports on the ground that we are making headway against this public 
health threat, we may well need to do more, and will continue to gather information and review 
options. You can be assured that we will continue to move aggressively and appropriately to 
dedicate any necessary staff, technical and financial resources to address this public health threat. 

I hope you find this information to be useful. As always, we greatly appreciate your 
commitment to the health and well being of the people of New York. 

Sincerely, 

/John Podesta 
Chief of Staff 
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Dear Senator Schumer: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

September 14, 1999 

The Honorable Joseph Crowley 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Crowley: 

Thank you for writing about your serious concerns about the recent outbreak of mosquito-borne 
encephalitis in New York City and your request for Federal assistance. The President has asked 
me to respond to your Friday letter and provide you with an update of our work to date to protect 
the health and well-being of the citizens of New York. 

As of this morning, there are 11 confirmed cases of encephalitis and three deaths. This 
development is extremely troubling, and the President has directed us to assist the city and state 
in the effort to address this public health threat. 

Since late August, when the first instances of unusual disease were reported, the Department of 
Health and Human Services' Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has been 
working with the city and the state to provide scientific and technical assistance to determine the 
extent of the problem and to help construct effective public health responses. On September 
2nd, CDC received blood samples from the New York City Department of Health from the first 
possible cases of encephalitis. On September 3rd, the CDC analysis of the sample confirmed the 
diagnosis of St. Louis encephalitis and immediately provided consultation about appropriate 
intervention. Later that day, the city initiated their mosquito control efforts, which included a 
targeted spraying of appropriate insecticide in Queens and the Bronx. 

Within 24 hours after a request for additional personnel assistance was made, CDC personnel 
were on the ground. As of this writing, we have a team of scientists assisting the city including 
those representing the fields of epidemiology, entymology, virology, and wildlife biology. We 
are pleased to report that CDC, together with experts from the New York City Department of 
Health, have just isolated a potential breeding site for the carrier mosquitoes and have already 
begun appropriate interventions. 
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regard, the New York public health officials have consulted with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to determine the best approach to deal with the public health concerns. 

EPA has provided important technical assistance through their field and central offices. The 
agency is also fielding hundreds of calls a day on their toll-free number to provide important 
safety tips and general information to the citizens of New York about the spraying. EPA will 
work with the city to ensure that the intensive education and safety campaign being conducted to 
notify the public about all aspects of the spraying is effective. They also advise us that they are 
willing to dedicate additional staff resources if the city and state believe it is necessary to do so. 

While it appears from reports on the ground that we are making headway against this public 
health threat, we may well need to do more, and will continue to gather information and review 
options. You can be assured that we will continue to move aggressively and appropriately to 
dedicate any necessary staff, technical and financial resources to address this public health threat. 

I hope you find this information to be useful. As always, we greatly appreciate your 
commitment to the health and well being of the people of New York. 

Sincerely, 

(UJr~ 
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Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

September 14, 1999 

The Honorable Joseph Crowley 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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