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1. Tobacco - Medicaid Recoupment: The Senate Appropriations Committee decided 
Thursday to amend the supplemental appropriations bill by adding Senator Hutchison's 
legislation to waive all federal claims to tobacco settlement funds received by the states. Before 
the markup, Senator Roth objected to the Appropriations Committee taking up the Hutchison bill, 
noting that this action would "bypass the jurisdiction of the Finance Committee" and that the bill 
"has enormous ramifications for the Medicaid program and should be thoughtfully considered 
through the committee process." He noted that the amendment was not paid for and urged the 
committee, i f it felt compelled to act, to prevent recoupment only in 1999 or 2000 to give the 
Finance Committee time to act. Senator Stevens apparently asked Hutchison to withdraw her 
amendment in deference to Roth's objection, but she refused to do so. In the event, the 
amendment passed by voice vote, with only Senators Harkin, Durbin, and Specter speaking 
against it. The committee rejected an alternative amendment proposed by Harkin to waive federal 
claims in exchange for a commitment by the states to dedicate 25 percent of the settlement funds 
to tobacco control programs. 

For some time now, we have been working with Senator Daschle and others to develop 
an alternative to the Hutchison bill ~ essentially a menu of permissible state uses ~ that could 
attract significant support; we have found, however, that many Senators, including a fair number 
of Democrats, are under great pressure from state officials to resist any restrictions on use of the 
money. As a freestanding piece of legislation, the Hutchison bill now has 40 co-sponsors, 
including nine Democrats (although some of the Democrats say they would be willing to accept 
an alternative along the lines we have suggested if it gave the states sufficient flexibility over 
spending). One possible approach to the current situation is to urge the NGA to negotiate^an 
alternative bill with its right now for inclusion on the supplemental; although the NGA believes 
it has a very strong hand in Congress, it might accept this otter both because it wants immediate 
use of the money and because it fears a presidentiaLyeto^ This approach, however, could anger 
some anti-tobacco Democrats (especially in the House), who still hold out the hope that we can 
use the recoupment issue as a vehicle for broader tobacco legislation. We are continuing to 
discuss options with John, Larry, and Jack and diverse people on the Hill (of course, all this is 
complicated by the other issues raised by the supplemental) and hope to have a recommendation 
for you shortly. 
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2. Tobacco — New Evidence on Tobacco Use: Two new studies show that cigarette 
sales declined sharply in Alaska and Oregon after the states increased tobacco taxes. Alaska 
tripled its tax from $.29 to $1.00 apack in October 1997, raising the retail priceoTcigarettes by 
39 percent. A study conducted by the state found that tobacco sales declined 17 percent the next 
year, without any apparent upsurge in smuggling or crime. Oregon raised its tax by $.30 per pack 
in February 1997, increasing cigarette prices by 16 percent; it also devoted 10 percent of the 
proceeds to tobacco prevention programs. A study conducted by the CDC and Oregon Health 
Division found that tobacco sales fell 11.3 percent as a result. The study noted that this decline 
was far larger than expected given the size of the price increase, and attributed the additional drop 
to expanded prevention activities. Most studies have found that every 10 percent increase inpnoe 

Y I J ^ reduces overall smoking by about 4 percenUwhile reducing youth smoking by about 7 pp.rcenf) -
, essentially the effecffouKa irTAIaskar^According to this model, the 16 percent price increase in 
^ ^ • ^ Oregon should have resulted in a 6.3 percent decline in consumption - far less than the 11.3 

^ VMu percent decline actually achieved. The difference, according to the study, resulted from the state's 
v expenditure of $8.5 million a year to fund communitv-based tobacco-use prevention coalitions 

tlQxflt" t in every county, a statewide public awareness and education campaign^comprehensiye school-
t . .* based programs, tribal tobacco-use prevention programs,~multicultural outreach and education, 
^ ^ p ^ and a quitters' help line prnvidinft gmnVing rpg«;atinti support. These findings bolster the rafionale 

for ensuring that states use at least part of their settlement money on tobacco prevention. 

3. Education - Ed-Flex Legislation: As you know, the Senate will vote Monday 
afternoon on a cloture petition filed by Senator Lott to bring the Ed-Flex debate to an end and cut 
off consideration of the Kennedy-Murray class size amendment. Before the class size issue came 

^ to the fore, Democrats succeeded in strengthening the accountability provisions of the bill and 
providipg additional protections for very high-poverty schools. The last (and most) significant 

^ issue is class size. _ (Although Democrats have offered other amendments, including some on 
dropout prevention and afterschool programs, Senator Daschle is trying hard to focus the message 
and debate on class size, lest Democrats appear simply obstructionist.) Secretary Riley and 
Senators Daschle, Kennedy, and Murray held a press conference Friday to urge the Republican 
Leadership to allow an up-or-down vote on a class size amendment; we released a statement from 
you at that event, and your radio address this weekend will serve to amplify this message. 
Secretary Riley and Bruce have met several times with the major education groups, which are 
now working hard to put pressure on Republicans. The Vice President probably will make a 
statement prior to the cloture vote on Monday, either at the White House or in a meeting on the 
Hill that Daschle, Kennedy, and Murray are holding with education groups. 

4. Education - Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA): We and 
Secretary Riley agreed to postpone issuance of the Education Department's new IDEA regulation 
until this coming Friday to give us more time to conduct outreach to Governors and other state 
officials. Bruce and the Secretary will participate in a conference call with Governors Carper, 
Leavitt, and Dean (and possibly others) this Tuesday. The postponement also should prevent any 
dovetailing of the regulation with the current Ed-Flex debate. Even without the regulation as a 
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catalyst, Republicans may second-degree Democratic amendments (including on class size) with 
proposals to increase support to the states for special education programs. 

In a decision that may further exacerbate the simmering IDEA controversy, the Supreme 
court held 7-2 last week that the statute requires school districts to provide children with any 
health services necessary for the children to attend school, as long as the services need not be 
administered by a doctor. The case involved a quadriplegic student who needs assistance during 
the day to clear his tracheotomy tube and maintain his ventilator. The Justice Department filed 
an amicus brief on the side of the student, setting out the Education Department's longstanding 
interpretation of the statute. The costs of this decision to local school districts may not be 
exorbitant: only a couple of thousand students across the country need the kind of "high-end" 
health services involved in this case; fewer than 20,000 need any kind of health services covered 
by this decision; and Medicaid appropriately covers many of these students and services. The 
rdecision, however, may fuel growing public concerns about the costs of complying with IDEA. 
At the same time, it may intensify worries among Congressional authorizers that states are 
inappropriately tapping into Medicaid (e.g., for non-health services) to pay for special education 
programs. At a meeting at the White House yesterday, HHS and the Education Department 
agreed to release a joint letter explaining the scope of the decision and noting the potential for ~ 
but also the limits of - Medicaid funding. 

^ 1 

5. Health Care — Regulation on Over-the-Counter Drugs: The Vice President will 
( join Secretary Shalala and FDA Commissioner Henney on Thursday to unveil a new FDA 

regulation requiring that labels on over-the-counter drug products have a standardized format and 
large print, which will assist consumers to understand product warnings and comply with dosage 
guidance. Both consumer advocates and physician and other provider groups will praise this 
regulation, and even product manufacturers will acknowledge its usefulness. Studies indicate that 
people often have difficulty determining the correct dosage of over-the-counter medications, and 
that many of the elderly, who use significantly more over-the-counter drugs than others, have 
trouble reading the small type on product labels. This regulatirm will be an effective step toward 
preventing the thousands of hospitalizations each year causedb^jnisuse ofoverjhs^ounter 
medications. 

6. Health Care — Medicare Commission: Senators Kennedy and Rockefeller and 
Congressmen Dingell and McDermott were pleased with the meeting on the Medicare 
Commission that you had with them on Thursday ~ particularly with your understanding of the 
shortcomings of the Breaux plan and your commitment to inform them of any alternative 
Administration proposal. As you no doubt could tell from the meeting, base Democrats will 
express strong opposition to virtually anything that comes out of the Commission. 

Laura Tyson and Stuart Altman held another meeting on Friday with Senator Breaux, 
Congressman Thomas, and a number of other Republicans to discuss compromise options. 
Because it now seems impossible to reach agreement on any detailed plan, Breaux and Thomas 
tried to convince Stuart and Laura to vote for a report that suggests agreement on a set of general 
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propositions. Laura and Stuart rejected this approach for fear that Republicans would draft 
flawed legislation, ostensibly based on the report, and portray Laura and Stuart as having 
endorsed it. But Laura and Stuart are considering two other options. The first option is to vote 
for the Commission report (thus giving the Commission the 11 votes necessary to issue it), but 
insist on detailing in the report their objections to the Commission's proposal and their 
recommendations for making it acceptable. The second option is to vote against the Commission 
report, but issue a public statement (because Commission rules do not allow for minority views) 
that explains why they chose to vote against the proposal and outlines the approach to Medicare 
reform that they believe is desirable. Laura (and to some extent Stuart) are leaning toward the 

Pfrdft L. ^ r s t 0 P ^ o n ' ti^V believe this option is more likely to provide momentum for Medicare reform, 
—Jl^™^ which they see as their first priority. Both Laura and Stuart understand, however, that the press 
t^ ' jUa^v^j jN focus on the Commission's ability to report out premium support and other controversial 
k l W ^ r e f o r m s > wih overlook or minimize their detailed objections. For this reason, they have made 

j ^ v * ^ ^ no final decisions and wish to discuss these options further next week. 

7. Crime - Community Prosecutors: Deputy Attorney General Holder plans to use his 
morning press availability on Thursday to highlight the community prosecutors portion of your 
21st Century crime bill, which we plan to send up to the Hill later this month As you know, your 
FY 2000 budget includes $1 billion over the next five years for this proposed new program to hire 
and train community prosecutors. As the former U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia, 
Holder helped to launch one of the first successful community prosecution programs, and he is 
personally committed to building public and congressional support for this initiative. On a 
related note, in testimony before the House Committee on Government Reform on Wednesday, 

^ Mayor Giuliani expressed support for community prosecution programs. 

~-~ 8. Crime - Police Brutality: We and Chuck Ruff are sending you a separate memo this 
weekend detailing a proposed course of action and set of policy initiatives to address the issue 
of police misconduct. As you may have seen in Saturday's newspapers, the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights voted 3-2 to investigate police practices and police-community relations in New 
York and other, as yet unspecified cities. 

9. Crime — VAWA Decision: As you may also have seen in the paper today, the en 
banc Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit invalidated the part of the Violence Against Women 
Act that permits victims of rape and domestic violence to sue their attackers for violating their 
civil rights. The Court held that neither the Commerce Clause nor the Fourteenth Amendment 
gave Congress the authority to pass the law: in the Court's view, "such a statute... simply cannot 
be reconciled with the principles of limited Federal Government upon which this nation is 
founded." The ruling means that in Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia, and the Carolinas, victims 
of rape and domestic violence will be able to sue their attackers only under state tort laws and in 
state courts. We and Chuck will talk with the Justice Department about filing a cert petition to 
seek Supreme Court review. 
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10. Welfare Reform -- Cuts in TANF Block Grant: As you know, the Senate
Appropriations Committee last week proposed paying for part of the emergency supplemental 
by cutting $350 million in TANF block grant funding in FY 1999. (Of course, there are also 
numerous other objectionable offsets in the bill.) Although the bill would restore the cut in later 
years, this provision would establish a precedent of raiding T ANF to pay for other measures. The 
governors will oppose the cut strongly, claiming it breaks Congress's commitment in 1996 to 
provide five years of full block grant funding. Some in Congress will defend the cut by pointing 
to unobligated balances in the T ANF program. State data compiled by HHS (but not yet released) 
show tfiat in FY 1998, states spent or obligated 84 percent of the $16.5 billion T ANF block grant, 
leaving $? 1 billion or J 6 percent unobliga��- There is considerable state variation -- 19 states 
have obligated all their FY 98 funds, while 12 states account for three-quarters of the unobligated 
balances. We will provide you with a more complete report on these trends in a separate memo. 
For now, we note only that unobligated balances may result from sensible decisions by states to 

}us:/::: put off allocation of some T ANF funds until they fully implement their welfare reform programs 
•�u...�

�
and/or they begin to experience an economic downturn. We are fearful that agreeing to cuts in 

Y,).(Q. T ANF will undercut welfare-to-work efforts just as work requirements increase and the caseloads
o....,\'� ,..( ec ���e .. conceJ1tJated with the hardest-to-employ recipients.
\;'4.\J\S '-\ �' ""'-C:\\ ts)\ W\J-0... �1t .. t-

\� 11. Immigration - Report on Declining Use of Public Benefits: The Urban Institute
will issue a report on Monday showing that between 1994 and 1997, use of public benefits by 
noncitizen families declined more than use of such benefits by citizen families. The study found 
that receipt of cash benefits (AFDC/T ANF, SSI, and state-funded general assistance) by 
noncitizens declined 35 percent, while use by citizens declined only 15 percent. Similarly, the 
study found that use of Medicaid and Food Stamps declined 22 and 30 percent, respectively, 
among noncitizens, but only 7 and 21 percent among citizens. The report concludes that because 
most legal immigrants were still eligible for federal and/or state benefits through 1997, the 

_ -.j 
(

clifference in take-up rates was due to th¢ welfare law's "chilling effect" -- i.e., misunderstandings
N about new eligibility rules and/or fear that receipt of benefits would adversely affect immigration 

status. We have been working closely with the Department of Justice and HHS on these issues, 
� and we expect to issue guidance this roaotb oo the use by noncjtizens of public benefits. The 

guidance will include a resolution of the "public charge" issue -- i.e., the question of when the 
.._ receipt of public benefits renders a noncitizen a "public charge," so as to affect his or her ability 

'-..J to reenter the country -- that we expect immigrant advocates to greet warmly. In addition, of 
course, we will continue to press for our budget proposals to restore additional health, nutrition, 
and disability benefits to vulnerable legal immigrants. 

12. Civil Rights - Report on Paired Testing: The Urban Institute also issued a report
last week on the usefulness of paired testing to combat discriminatory practices. As you know, 
"paired testing" programs use two individuals similar in all relevant characteristics except racial 
or ethnic background to check for discrimination. Paired testing is now used primarily in the 
housing area, and your budget includes $7.5 million to expand HUD's current testing progran1. 
The Urban Institute report recommends extending the use of paired testing in other settings, such 
as the workplace. The EEOC conducted a pilot project two years ago on paired testing in the 



employment context, but is still in the process of evaluating the data. When Republicans objected 
to the pilot project during last year's appropriations battles, the EEOC agreed not to do any 
testing this year - which it was not planning to do anyway, given the unfinished evaluation -- in 
exchange for significantly increased funding for its general activities. We expect to face this 
issue again in this year's appropriations bill. 



DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
April 6,1997 

PBOR event 4/9 
The event will take place at Memorial Hall, which can seat 400-500 people. 85 members 
are confirmed to attend, "p/^ "p£> 

VP Kick Butts Day 4/14 

5. Phoenix CP AC demonstration 
Heard that this is not going that well. Can you ask for an update? 

Medicare ^ a t e ^ j ^ l S 1 ^ 4 4 U ' V l c U r Z C M t f U ^ i " ^ J 0 y v { JUJ€J<^V^L^ 

Update on Oregon Assisted Suicide 

They sent the letter to Oregon asking for a refund and threatening disallowance. Can you 
ask for an update? 

V 
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
March 23,1999 

Medicare Commission Update 

Patients Bill of Rights Update 0 ^ K ^ j U C ^ - A j ^ A 

April 9 event in Philadelphia ^ r - ' • 

Nursing Homes 
Bill signing scheduled for Thursday 

(5 0 ea/-6CiU 

We should stress our interest in the Nursing Home Consumer Advisory Board -- HCFA LX-C^M 
staff is beginning to work on a plan for setting one up - it would be time limited and p ^L-
limited to nursing homes only. ^TCL-P. 

VP Fraud Event ^ 
Scheduled for Thursday 

6. 

Everyone signed off and we now have the cleared package of fraud proposals from OMB. 

They have recieved the draft press release for clearance and should have comments in by 
COB. 

VP Older Americans Act <%|̂  V v ^ t̂aS-t-

HCFA OASIS 

Update on NAMD's meeting with Markey this morning? O&CXQQJ/Y&X^ 

ANYTHING ELSE FROM HCFA? 

HA 

Ho 
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

March 16, 1999 

Medicare Commission Update I . • S ^ - £ > n c ^ r C ^ -

% Patients Bill of Rights Update ^ . U^/ni^i<-/Kj • 

u Markup. C K ^ S ^ O U t & r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / / j W ^ ^ a d S 
3. Nursing Homes 

NAMD and Mike briefed print reporters on the nursing home initiative this morning and 
sent out the letter to state survey agencies today; she will meet with representatives of 
state survey agencies tomorrow afternoon to encourage them to be more proactive in 
enforcement. She also announced that HCFA is planning requesting that $4 million be 
reprogrammed for the nursing home initiative ~ unsure as to inside or outside HCFA. 

Reports are scheduled to be released on the 18th and the 27 1 " 
Pear is writing this story. , [ M j IX-*-' 

NAMD is scheduled to testify on this on Monday; unsure about other witnesses. 

**Mike has requested that we postpone our Wed meeting on this --1 will explain to 

HHS thinks that Robert 

you * * 

- ^ 4 ^ Privacy 

' We want to have a meeting to discuss our Administration policy on this soon^^^J )^ , 

Fraud 
They are tying up loose ends on the kickback provision. HHS has not yet signed off. 
TANF Letter 
HHS does not think that this will get any press if it goes this week, and would like to 
postpone its release until next week; they also want to time its release with the release of 
a welfare diversion study by GW. <^cr-f- W O YA\z7\ \AJO~V\(XOLJJ[ 

Update on Hearings 
•BBA implementation tomorrow 
Medicare Fraud 3/19 

8. ANYTHING ELSE FROM HCFA? 

'do i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

March 13,1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR^flDENT 

FROM: Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

SUBJECT: DPC Weekly Report 

1. Education - Ed-Flex/Class Size/Special Education: Both the Senate and the House 
approved Ed-Flex legislation last week, the former by a 9ff-l vote (with Senator Wellstone the 
lone dissenter) and the latter by a. 330-90 vote. The House bill is clean, because the Rules 
Committee held all amendments on class size, special education, and other issues to be non-
germane. The Senate bill, however, includes a provision to permit school districts to fund special CU-p ,-c. J 
education services out of the funds appropriated last year (and any future funds) to hire teachers V, 
and reduce class size. This provision, which attracted the votes of every Republican and six v*-*-* r\ 
Democrats (all from rural states without class size problems), essentially trumped the Murray-
Kennedy amendment to provide a six-year authorization for our class size program, which went PoJ^aJtc 
down on a party-line vote. Because we saw the special education provision as a politically clever 
way to gut your class size initiative, we counseled the Democrats against entering into a time 
agreement that would allow it to come to a vote. Senator Kennedy, however, insisted on making 
a deal with the Republicans in order to get a vote on his amendment, and Senator Daschle went 
along for fear of appearing to obstruct the Ed-Flex legislation. 

After the Senate vote, we issued a statement from you reiterating your support for ed-flex, 
but sharply criticizing the Republican measure to undermine class size reduction. In addition. 
Secretary Riley urged Senators Jeffords, Frist, and Wyden to remove this provision from the bill 
lest it kill Ed-Flex legislation. (Bruce repeated this message to Governor Carper, although it is 
not clear how much influence the governors will have in the conference committee discussions.) 
Meanwhile, Senators Daschle, Kennedy, and Murray are trying to get at least 34 Senators to sign 
a letter calling for a veto i f the conference fails to remove the Republican special ed/class size 
provsion. We will talk with John and Larry again on Monday about whether and when to issue 
a verto statement on the Senate bill in its current form. 

The debate in the Senate made clear that we and the Hill Democrats are vulnerable on the 
special education issue. With more and more local and state officials demanding that the federal 
government live up to its "commitment" to fund 40 percent of mandated special education 
services ~ a commitment which is really no more than a statutory cap on federal funding - we 
will face over and over again the argument that we should folly fund special education before 
beginning any new education initiatives, such as class size or school construction. We are 
exploring whether we can persuade members of Congress to set aside state tobacco settlement 



funds for special education in exchange for waiving the federal claim to this money. (Of course. 
Governors would respond to this proposal by saying that we are using tfieir money to make good 
on our promise to provide special education funding,) We are also discussing with OMB whether 
we have other ways to pay for more special education spending, but as you know our options with 
respect to any non-defense discretionary spending increases are unpleasant and limited. 

2. Education - Charter School Conference: The Education Department will hold its 
second national charter school conference next week. Secretary Riley will address the 
conference, and you will make remarks by videotape. The Department will release guidance at 
the conference regarding the eligibility of schools for federal start-up funds. The guidance notes 
that funds cannot go to for-profit organizations directly holding charters, but can go to to non­
profit charter school boards that contract out management services to for-profit firms. Similarly, 
the guidance states that although private schools converted directly into charter schools are not 
eligible for fimds, private schools may become eligible i f they shut down and then reopen as 
public charter schools open to all students, without any preference for those previously enrolled 
in the private school. Finally, the guidance states that to receive funding, any charter school that 
has more appUcants than spaces must use a lottery, except that (1) the school can impose 
minimum eligibility requirements for the lottery so long as they are consistent with the federal 
charter school law and all civil rights laws and are "reasonably necessary" to achieve the 
educational mission of the school, and (2) the school can exempt ftom the lottery students 
attending the school at the time it became a charter (assuming the school was public, not private), 
siblings of students already attending the school, and a limited number of children of the charter 
school's founders. The Department is now working on additional guidance that will address 
issues relating to civil rights and reUgion; we will work closely with the department on this next 
round of guidance. 

3. Health Care - Medicare Commission: The Medicare Commission is expected to 
take a final vote Tuesday, although Senator Breaux has not yet distributed paper so no one 
knows exactly what the members will be voting on. The report probably will include a general 
endorsement of a premium support policy, an increase in the eligibility age to 67 (without any 
policy to ensure that this step does not increase the number of uninsured), a limited 
prescription drug benefit, and vague language about the need for additional revenues for the 
Medicare program. Laura Tyson and Stuart Altman are still struggling over whether to support 
the report while commenting on the aspects they believe to be flawed. Laura sent a draft 
document to Breaux on Thursday that she implied she could accept; the document essentially 
adopted the perspective of Breaux and the Republicans, but framed their proposals in very 
broad terms and outlmed her own and Altman's criticisms. Breaux apparently liked this draft, 
but Congressman Thomas rejected it on the ground that it had too few specifics. The base 
Democrats remain opposed to a reform proposal along the lines the Commission is considering. 

4. Health Care - Patients' Bill of Rights: The Senate Labor Committee has scheduled 
a markup next week of the Republican Leadership version of the Patients' Bill of Rights. This 
bill is flawed in several respects: it includes no adequate mechanism to enforce the patient 



protections; it fails to set out the standards and criteria that reviewers in the independent 
appeals process should use to judge the appropriateness of an HMO's medical decision; and 
it applies only to self-insured plans, thus relegating the 80 million Americans enrolled in 
insured plans to state law protections. We will meet with Senator Kennedy's staff on Monday 
to discuss an amendment strategy. 

5. Health Care - HCFA Proposal on Medicare Home Health Surveys: The 
Washington Post reported last week on a proposal by HCFA to require home health providers to 
collect data from patients about their physical and mental health and other characteristics, such 
as their living arrangements. HCFA argues that this data is necessary to (1) develop performance 
reports for each provider in an effort to improve home health quality, and (2) make the risk 
adjustment calculations contemplated by the new prospective payment system for home health 
agencies. HCFA also states that they have numerous safeguards in place to prevent dissemination 
or use of this data for nonauthorized purposes. We are now reviewing the HCFA proposal to 
determine if it is consistent with our broader policy on the privacy of medical records. 

6. Health Care - Amicus Brief in Disabilities Case: The Department of Justice will 
file an amicus brief in the Supreme Court Monday that supports the position of disability 
advocates in a case involving the right to receive care in "integrated'' (Le^, community-based) 
settings. Two menially retarded Medicaid enrollees brought suit against the State of Georgia, 
arguing that their placement in an institution violated the ADA requirement to provide services 
in the "most integrated setting." The State argued that its placement decision was appropriate 
under a provision of the statute that allows states to disregard this requirement in cases where 
compliance would cause excessive expense or fundamentally alter the state program. The 
Justice Department's brief adopts a relatively narrow interpretaion of this provision, although 
"not so narrow as that urged by the disabilities community. We believe this filing puts us in 
approximately the right position. The number of states signing on ro Georgia's brief has 
dropped from 20 to 12 in the last few weeks, as a result of growing pressure from the 
disabilities community. 

7. Health Care - Address to Firefighters on Bioterrorism: In an address to the 
International Association of Firefighters on Monday, you will announce actions to involve 
firefighters and other emergency response personnel in the Administration's plans to combat 
bioterrorism and chenncal weapons attacks. These actions include: investing an additional $11 
million in FY99 to establish rapid medical response teams trained to respond to a biological 
or chemical weapons emergency; awarding $21 million in grants to help communities train 
emergency personnel, including firefighters, to respond to bioterrorist attacks; and providing 
$73.5 million in grants ro communities to purchase communications and protective equipment 
for emergency response personnel handling biological and chemical attacks. 

8. Health Care - Nursing Homes Announcement: The Vice President is tentatively 
scheduled to meet on Tuesday with advocates for the elderly and representatives of the nursing 



home industry to discuss the challenges of improving the quality of patient care. At this 
meeting, the Vice President will unveil new efforts to improve nursing home quality including: 
new authority for the Department of Justice to impose criminal penalties on nursing homes that 
have committed repeated and egregious violations of law; new civil monetary penalties of up 
to $10,000 for other serious violations; and a new $2.5 million educational campaign to 
prevent elder abuse and neglect in nursing homes. The Vice President also will highlight the 
proposals in your FY 2000 budget to implement and enforce standards for nursing homes, 
including a new investment of over $100 million dollars dedicated to monitoring and improving 
nursing home quality. This event is designed to preempt the release of reports by the GAO and 
HHS Inspector General criticizing the Administration's enforcement record, which the Senate 
Aging Committee intends to release next week. 

9. Crime - Directive on Firearms Enforcement: We are preparing a directive for you 
to sign, possibly before your press conference on Friday, instructing Secretary Rubin and 
Attorney General Reno to develop a national strategy to strengthen the enforcement and 
prosecution of federal firearms laws. As you know, the NRA repeatedly has called for the 
extension of Richmond, Virginia's Project Exile, under which the U.S. Attorney prosecutes all 
firearms offenses in federal court. Senator Hatch may also propose a Project Exile-type initiative 
in his crime bill (see below). Your proposed directive will incorporate aspects of Project Exile, 
but will be broader in scope. It v/ill provide for the timely prosecution of gun criminals at both 
the federal and the state level; increased efforts to trace crime guns, identify illegal gun markets, 
and target gun "hot spots"; and coordinated law enforcement efforts to ensure that gun dealers 
comply with applicable city, state, and federal laws. We could release this directive in 
conjunction with a new Justice Department report, Promising Strategies to Reduce Gun Violence, 
which details more than 50 examples of local strategies and partnerships that are reducing gun 
Violence across the country. These include: comprehensive violence reduction programs that 
focus on guns; efforts to deter illegal gun possession through consensual searches and the 
aggressive seizure of firearms; targeted enforcement in gun "hot spots"; increased surveillance 
of probationers; school-based prevention programs; and special youth gun courts. 

" ^-10. Crime - Prison and Jail Population: The Justice Department will release on 
Sunday its mid-1998 report on prison and jail inmates. The report shows that a total of 1.8 
million persons - or one out of every 150 U.S. residents ~ were incarcerated in the nation's 
prisons and jails. The prison population (totaling 1.27 million) increased 4.8 percent from the 
previous year, a fair bit less than the average annual increase of 6.9 percent since 1990. States 
with the largest increases in prison population were: ND (19.5 percent), MT (18.3 percent), and 
HI (13.6 percent). States with the largest decreases were: the District of Columbia (10.9 percent), 
ID (3.6 percent), and WY (3 percent). The jail population (totaling 592,000) increased 4.5 
percent from the previous year, slightly less than the average annual growth rate of 4.9 percent 
since 1990. Local jails were filled to 97 percent of capacity, the same as last year and lower than 
in 1990, when they operated at 4 percent over capacity. 



11. Crime — Hatch Crime Bill: We learned last week that Senator Hatch may introduce ^> 
a crime bill as early as next week. Reports on the bill are sketchy, but it may include: (1) a ^0 ^ 
version of the COPS program, but with stricter accountability provisions; (2) an authorization for yf \ n 
the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant; (3) an expansion of the DeWine/Leahy law ^> 
enforcement technology grants program; (4) the juvenile crime bill Hatch pushed last year; (5) ' / 

an expansion of Project Exile to prosecute more gun crimes in federal courts; (6) a ban on the sale 
of alcohol over the Internet; (7) a reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act; and (8) 
a sense of the Senate resolution on the rights of crime victims. You are tentatively scheduled to 
unveil your 21 st Century Crime Bill on March 31. 

Drugs - Medical Marijuana: At ONDCP's request, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
will release a study Wednesday on the medicinal use of marijuana. The study finds that although 
cannabinoid drugs (primarily THC) have potential therapeutic value for controlling pain and 
nausea and stimulating appetite, smoked marijuana is a crude THC delivery system that also 
dehvers harm fill substances. In particular, the report notes that marijuana smoke is an important 
risk factor in respiratory disease. (The report does not say marijuana acts as a gateway drug or 
that its medicinal use would increase use among the general population.) Because of the health 
risks associated with smoking, the report concludes that smoked marijuana generally should not 
be recommended for medicinal use. The report, however, makes two important exceptions. First, 
the report approves the use of limited clinical trials of smoked medical marijuana in order to 
develop a nonsmoked cannabinoid delivery system. Second, the report approves the short-term 
use (less than six months) of smoked marijuana under medical supervision for patients with 
debilitating symptoms (chronic pain, vomiting) who have documentation that all other approved 
medications have failed to provide relief. 

Children and Families - Child Care: The House Ways and Means Subcommittee on 
Human Resources will hold a hearing on child care next week — the first hearing on the issue 
since we introduced our child care initiative last year. Administration officials will lead off 
the hearing testimony. Prior to the hearing, Congressman Cardin, the Subcommittee's ranking 
Democrat, will introduce a child care bill based largely on the Administration's proposals. In 
the Senate, a group of mostly moderate Republicans, including Senators Chafee, Snowe, and 
Hatch, will reintroduce their child care bill from last year, which overlaps with ours to a 
significant extent. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

SUBJECT: DPC Weekly Report 

1. Tobacco - Recoupment Issue: The Senate rejected, by a vote of 71-29, a Specter-
Harkin amendment to the supplemental appropriations bill that would have allowed the states 
to retain all tobacco settlement funds in exchange for a commitment to use 20 percent of the 
fimds to combat teen smoking and 30 percent to expand public health programs and/or assist 
tobacco farmers. The vote leaves intact a provision in the supplemental (offered by Senator 
Hutchison in committee) that would give up the federal share of the tobacco settlement 
without any commitment by the states. Those opposing the Specter-Harkin amendment 
included a number of normally anti-tobacco Democrats (such as Conrad, Leahy, and Kerry) 
who decided not to buck their governors on this issue. Senator Daschle is attempting to 
determine whether a watered-down version of the amendment (either requiring only the 20 
percent set-aside for tobacco prevention programs or providing simply that the states spend 
50 percent of the fimds on some combination of tobacco prevention, farmer assistance, 
education, public health, or children) would gamer greater Democratic support. (Note that 
seven Republicans voted for Specter-Harkin, so the amendment would have passed had all 
Democrats supported it.) Neither Daschle nor we, however, are very hopeful that he can find 
a formula to bring Democrats back on board. Our best hope now is that our demand for a 
clean bill will convince the conference committee to strip the recoupment provision from the 
supplemental, and that the governors, having lost this opportunity to resolve the issue, will 
decide to negotiate with us rather than await the next potential vehicle. 

2. Health Care - Patients'Bill of Rights: The Senate Labor Committee reported 
out patients' rights legislation on Thursday by a party-line vote. The legislation applies only 
tnpaHpTTtgjngpl^T^ millinn Am^rir.ans i f l jnsnred plans to 

staJITIav^roTecfio^^ to specialists; it 
essentially allows HMOs to define what services count as medically necessary in the 
independent appeals process; and it lacks any adequate enforcement mechanism. Although 
some Republican Senators (particularly Chafee and Specter) may support some strengthening 
amendments on the floor, the odds of significantly improving the bill in the Senate are slight. 
(There is also a question about whether Senator Lott will bring the bill to the floor in the 
absence of a very constraining time agreement.) The House should pass a stronger bill 
(though probably not as strong as the Dingell version), setting up the possibility of some 
middle-ground compromise in conference i f the legislation gets that far. 

3 — 
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3. Health Care — Medicare: We are currently preparing options for your 
consideration on Medicare reform, so that you can put out your own plan as soon as possible. 
We will not be able to evaluate some questions fiilly until after March 30, when the Social 
Security/ Medicare trustees are scheduled to issue their annual report. We expect this report 
to push out the exhaustion date of the Medicare trust fund by a number of years (perhaps to 
2012 or even later). Because these new numbers will make it easier to reach the goal of 
ensuring solvency until 2020 ~ enabling the Republicans to claim the excess funds for tax cuts 
-- all your advisors agree that you should stop making reference to the year 2020 in 
articulating the goals of Medicare reform. But because we may want to tap into some of these 
excess funds ourselves — in our case, for a more generous prescription drug benefit — we also 
do not advise that you insist on adding 10 or 12 years to whatever the trustees announce as the 
new exhaustion date. For now, we all agree that you should simply demand that we dedicate 
15 percent of the surplus ($686 billion over 15 years) to Medicare. This formulation will 
allow us some latitude on the question whether all this money should go toward extending 
solvency or some could go to a drug benefit. 

4. Health Care — Nursing Home Quality: The Senate Aging Committee, chaired 
by Senator Grassley, released a GAO report last week ~ and will release another next week -
criticizing HCFA's enforcement of nursing home quality standards. The reports state that 
HCFA often declines to investigate serious complaints and takes insufficient corrective action 
when it does find violations. The reports especially castigate HCFA for failing to enforce 
quality standards against repeat offenders. Although a nursing home quality initiative you 
unveiled last year is addressing some of these problems, we believe additional steps are 
necessary. We instructed HCFA last week to ensure investigations of serious complaints 
(i.e.. those alleging harm to residents) within 10 working days, increase the minimum fine 
for facilities violating quality standards, and make it easier to impose larger fines. We are 
also working on a set of more far-reaching changes for inclusion in the new crime bill you will 
announce on April 1. The most important part of this package is a provision to give the 
Department of Justice new authority to impose criminal and civil penalties on individuals, 
facilities, chains, or management companies that engage in a pattern of conduct resulting 
in physical or mental harm to nursing home residents. Enactment of this provision will 
ensure that HCFA is not the sole federal entity with specific authority to bring enforcement 
actions against irresponsible nursing home operators. 

Health Care — Nursing Home Resident Protection Act: You are tentatively 
scheduled to have a signing ceremony next week for a bill to protect Medicaid patients in 
nursing homes that decide to withdraw from the Medicaid program. Under the legislation, 
these nursing homes can refuse additional Medicaid patients, but cannot evict current 
Medicaid patients. 

6. Health Care - Medicaid Guidance: At our request, HCFA will release on 
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Monday new guidance to states to ensure that individuals eligible for Medicaid - especially 
children ~ are enrolled as soon as they ask to apply. As you know, some state or local 
governments appear to be imposing waiting periods before issuing applications for Medicaid 
or determining eligibility for the program. This guidance makes clear that these delays 
violate the law and that welfare reform efforts (including diversion programs) cannot reduce 
access to the Medicaid program. We believe that advocates will applaud the guidance, while 
states will not seriously object to it. 

7. Health Care — Antibiotics in Animal Feed: You recently asked about a report 
indicating that feeding antibiotics to livestock may increase the prevalence of antibiotic-
resistant bacteria and thereby decrease our ability to cure infections in people. The FDA has 
become concerned about this problem and is planning to issue a draft regulation requiring 
manufacturers to test their antibiotic feed additives at regular intervals to see i f they foster the 

owth of resistant bacteria. I f the products are found to do so, the FDA will curtail their 
distribution or remove them from the market. The drug and agriculture industries will object 
to the draft regulation, arguing that antibiotic feed additives are necessary to produce 
affordable meat and poultry and are not dangerous to the people who consume these products. 
Public health advocates probably will say that the regulation does not go far enough, because 
it does not immediately eliminate or severely restrict the use of antibiotics in animal feed. The 
FDA should issue the draft regulation within a few weeks, with a formal NPRM several 
months away. 

8. Health Care - Stem Cell Research: The next issue of Science will include a letter 
from 73 prominent scientists, including 67 Nobel Prize winners, supporting NIH's plans to 
fund stem cell research. This letter, which makes clear the scientific and medical potential of 
stem cell research, should help us to defeat legislation proposed by pro-life members of 
Congress to prohibit NIH from funding such experiments. 

9. Education - Ed-Flex/Class Size/Special Education: The conference committee 
on the Ed-Flex bill is expected to get under way after the two-week congressional recess. 
When the House appoints conferees next week, Congressman Clay will offer a motion 
instructing House conferees to "insist that funds appropriated . . . for class size reduction" be 
used only for that purpose and that "additional funding should be appropriated" for special 
education. We have heard from several sources that Lott, Frist, Hastert, and Goodling all have 
said that they intend to take the class size/special ed provision out of the Ed-Flex bill in 
onference. We are not taking this outcome for granted, however, and we are continuing to 

work with the education groups to maintain pressure for deleting this provision. 

10. Education — University of California Admissions Policy: The University of 
California Board of Regents yesterday approved, by a vote of 13 to 1, a plan to guarantee a 
place in one of the university system's eight undergraduate campuses for the top four percent 
of the students in each of the state's high schools. Although Governor Davis proposed this 
action as a way to increase diversity in the wake of the state's affirmative action prohibition. 
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it is not expected to have a dramatic effect on the racial composition of the university system. 
The plan will add about 3,600 students of all racial backgrounds to the current pool of eligible 
applicants, increasing the eligibility rate for African-Americans from 2.8 to 3.6 percent, for 
Hispanics from 3.8 to 4.7 percent, for whites from 12.7 to 14.4 percent, and for Asian 
Americans from 30 to 31.5 percent. The plan was based on a policy adopted in Texas that 
guarantees admission to the top 10 percent of every graduating class. 

11. Welfare Reform — TANF Rule: HHS, OMB, and we have reached consensus 
on the major issues in the final welfare regulation and expect to be able to release it in mid-
April. While continuing to hold states generally accountable for work requirements, time 
limits, and maintenance of effort provisions, we have responded to their (and the advocates') 
pleas for additional flexibility. In particular, the final rule will allow states to use TANF funds 
tom^ovi^child^^jjransportation. job retention services, and,"^'"- f n p r n t f g tr> n n_r i- w p l f a r ' ; ' 
w£^j j ]^ j^ | |£U££i t ] f i^^ While many 
states have wanted to use TANF funds for these purposes to ensure that families coming off 
the rolls do not go back on, they have hesitated to do so for fear that such assistance would 
count toward the federal five-year time limit. The rule alleviates this fear by defining such 
supports for working families as "non-assistance," which is not subject to TANF requirements. 
The rule also treats work subsidies given to employers as "non-assistance," which we think 
will encourage more states to use them. (In 1997, only 1 percent of working welfare recipients 

(were in subsidized jobs.) We expect a generally positive reaction to the regulation and are 
exploring appropriate announcement opportunities. 

12. Welfare Reform - Cuts in TANF Funds Restored: The Senate passed an 
amendment offered by Senator Stevens on Thursday to eliminate from the supplemental 
appropriations bill the $350 million cut in TANF funds. As you know, our SAP opposed the 
TANF cut and Governors lobbied hard against it. Stevens substituted a change to HUD's 
Section 8 housing program which OMB assures us has no adverse programmatic impact: 
although the provision defers spending from FY 1999 to FY 2000, so many housing contracts 
straddle both years that this provision is little more than a change in accounting. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

SUBJECT: DPC Weekly Report 

1. Tobacco - Recoupment Issue: The Senate rejected, by a vote of 71-29, a Specter-
Harkin amendment to the supplemental appropriations bill that would have allowed the states 
to retain all tobacco settlement funds in exchange for a commitment to use 20 percent of the 
funds to combat teen smoking and 30 percent to expand public health programs and/or assist 
tobacco farmers. The vote leaves intact a provision in the supplemental (offered by Senator 
Hutchison in committee) that would give up the federal share of the tobacco settlement 
without any commitment by the states. Those opposing the Specter-Harkin amendment 
included a number of normally anti-tobacco Democrats (such as Conrad, Leahy, and Kerry) 
who decided not to buck their governors on this issue. Senator Daschle is attempting to 
determine whether a watered-down version of the amendment (either requiring only the 20 
percent set-aside for tobacco prevention programs or providing simply that the states spend 
50 percent of the funds on some combination of tobacco prevention, farmer assistance, 
education, public health, or children) would gamer greater Democratic support. (Note that 
seven Republicans voted for Specter-Harkin, so the amendment would have passed had all 
Democrats supported it.) Neither Daschle nor we, however, are very hopeful that he can find 
a formula to bring Democrats back on board. Our best hope now is that our demand for a 
clean bill will convince the conference committee to strip the recoupment provision from the 
supplemental, and that the governors, having lost this opportunity to resolve the issue, will 
decide to negotiate with us rather than await the next potential vehicle. 

2. Health Care — Patients' Bill of Rights: The Senate Labor Committee reported 
out patients' rights legislation on Thursday by a party-line vote. The legislation applies only 
t n p ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ ^ l ^ I Z ^ ^ millinn Am^rir.ans i i ^ jnsiirftd plans to 

stat<Ha^5rotecfi^^ to specialists; it 
essentially allows HMOs to define what services count as medically necessary in the 
independent appeals process; and it lacks any adequate enforcement mechanism. Although 
some Republican Senators (particularly Chafee and Specter) may support some strengthening 
amendments on the floor, the odds of significantly improving the bill in the Senate are slight. 
(There is also a question about whether Senator Lott will bring the bill to the floor in the 
absence of a very constraining time agreement.) The House should pass a stronger bill 
(though probably not as strong as the Dingell version), setting up the possibility of some 
middle-ground compromise in conference i f the legislation gets that far. 
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3. Health Care — Medicare: We are currently preparing options for your 
consideration on Medicare reform, so that you can put out your own plan as soon as possible. 
We will not be able to evaluate some questions fully until after March 30, when the Social 
Security/ Medicare trustees are scheduled to issue their annual report. We expect this report 
to push out the exhaustion date of the Medicare trust fund by a number of years (perhaps to 
2012 or even later). Because these new numbers will make it easier to reach the goal of 
ensuring solvency until 2020 ~ enabling the Republicans to claim the excess funds for tax cuts 
— all your advisors agree that you should stop making reference to the year 2020 in 
articulating the goals of Medicare reform. But because we may want to tap into some of these 
excess fimds ourselves ~ in our case, for a more generous prescription drug benefit» we also 
do not advise that you insist on adding 10 or 12 years to whatever the trustees announce as the 
new exhaustion date. For now, we all agree that you should simply demand that we dedicate 
15 percent of the surplus ($686 billion over 15 years) to Medicare. This formulation will 
allow us some latitude on the question whether all this money should go toward extending 
solvency or some could go to a drug benefit. 

4. Health Care — Nursing Home Quality: The Senate Aging Committee, chaired 
by Senator Grassley, released a GAO report last week - and will release another next week -
criticizing HCFA's enforcement of nursing home quality standards. The reports state that 
HCFA often declines to investigate serious complaints and takes insufficient corrective action 
when it does find violations. The reports especially castigate HCFA for failing to enforce 
quality standards against repeat offenders. Although a nursing home quality initiative you 
unveiled last year is addressing some of these problems, we believe additional steps are 
necessary. We instructed HCFA last week to ensure investigations of serious complaints 
(i.e.. those alleging harm to residents) within 10 working days, increase the minimum fine 
for facilities violating quality standards, and make it easier to impose larger fines. We are 
also working on a set of more far-reaching changes for inclusion in the new crime bill you will 
announce on April 1. The most important part of this package is a provision to give the 
Department of Justice new authority to impose criminal and civil penalties on individuals, 
facilities, chains, or management companies that engage in a pattern of conduct resulting 
in physical or mental harm to nursing home residents. Enactment of this provision will 
ensure that HCFA is not the sole federal entity with specific authority to bring enforcement 
actions against irresponsible nursing home operators. 

Health Care — Nursing Home Resident Protection Act: You are tentatively 
scheduled to have a signing ceremony next week for a bill to protect Medicaid patients in 
nursing homes that decide to withdraw from the Medicaid program. Under the legislation, 
these nursing homes can refuse additional Medicaid patients, but cannot evict current 
Medicaid patients. 

6. Health Care — Medicaid Guidance: At our request, HCFA will release on 



"H> FRESiDENT HAS SEEN 

Monday new guidance to states to ensure that individuals eligible for Medicaid — especially 
children — are enrolled as soon as they ask to apply. As you know, some state or local 
governments appear to be imposing waiting periods before issuing applications for Medicaid 
or determining eligibility for the program. This guidance makes clear that these delays 
violate the law and that welfare reform efforts (including diversion programs) cannot reduce 
access to the Medicaid program. We believe that advocates will applaud the guidance, while 
states will not seriously object to it. 

7. Health Care - Antibiotics in Animal Feed: You recently asked about a report 
indicating that feeding antibiotics to livestock may increase the prevalence of antibiotic-
resistant bacteria and thereby decrease our ability to cure infections in people. The FDA has 
become concerned about this problem and is planning to issue a draft regulation requiring 
manufacturers to test their antibiotic feed additives at regular intervals to see if they foster the 

owth of resistant bacteria. If the products are found to do so, the FDA will curtail their 
distribution or remove them from the market. The drug and agriculture industries will object 
to the draft regulation, arguing that antibiotic feed additives are necessary to produce 
affordable meat and poultry and are not dangerous to the people who consume these products. 
Public health advocates probably will say that the regulation does not go far enough, because 
it does not immediately eliminate or severely restrict the use of antibiotics in animal feed. The 
FDA should issue the draft regulation within a few weeks, with a formal NPRM several 
months away. 

8. Health Care - Stem Cell Research: The next issue of Science will include a letter 
from 73 prominent scientists, including 67 Nobel Prize winners, supporting NIH's plans to 
fiind stem cell research. This letter, which makes clear the scientific and medical potential of 
stem cell research, should help us to defeat legislation proposed by pro-life members of 
Congress to prohibit NIH from funding such experiments. 

9. Education - Ed-FIex/CIass Size/Special Education: The conference committee 
on the Ed-Flex bill is expected to get under way after the two-week congressional recess. 
When the House appoints conferees next week, Congressman Clay will offer a motion 
instructing House conferees to "insist that funds appropriated . . . for class size reduction" be 
used only for that purpose and that "additional funding should be appropriated" for special 
education. We have heard from several sources that Lott, Frist, Hastert, and Goodling all have 
said that they intend to take the class size/special ed provision out of the Ed-Flex bill in 
Onference. We are not taking this outcome for granted, however, and we are continuing to 

work with the education groups to maintain pressure for deleting this provision. 

10. Education - University of California Admissions Policy: The University of 
California Board of Regents yesterday approved, by a vote of 13 to 1, a plan to guarantee a 
place in one of the university system's eight undergraduate campuses for the top four percent 
of the students in each of the state's high schools. Although Governor Davis proposed this 
action as a way to increase diversity in the wake of the state's affirmative action prohibition, 
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it is not expected to have a dramatic effect on the racial composition of the university system. 
The plan will add about 3,600 students of all racial backgrounds to the current pool of eligible 
applicants, increasing the eligibility rate for African-Americans from 2.8 to 3.6 percent, for 
Hispanics from 3.8 to 4.7 percent, for whites from 12.7 to 14.4 percent, and for Asian 
Americans from 30 to 31.5 percent. The plan was based on a policy adopted in Texas that 
guarantees admission to the top 10 percent of every graduating class. 

11. Welfare Reform - TANF Rule: HHS, OMB, and we have reached consensus 
on the major issues in the final welfare regulation and expect to be able to release it in mid-
April. While continuing to hold states generally accountable for work requirements, time 
limits, and maintenance of effort provisions, we have responded to their (and the advocates') 
pleas for additional flexibility. In particular, the final rule will allow states to use TANF funds 
tcmovidechilc^ar^^ 

w£jJy£jyjj}j2jil^uUjjttUUU While many 
states have wanted to use TANF fimds for these purposes to ensure that families coming off 
the rolls do not go back on, they have hesitated to do so for fear that such assistance would 
count toward the federal five-year time limit. The rule alleviates this fear by defining such 
supports for working families as "non-assistance," which is not subject to TANF requirements. 
The rule also treats work subsidies given to employers as "non-assistance," which we think 
will encourage more states to use them. (In 1997, only 1 percent of working welfare recipients 
jWere in subsidized jobs.) We expect a generally positive reaction to the regulation and are 
exploring appropriate announcement opportunities. 

12. Welfare Reform - Cuts in TANF Funds Restored: The Senate passed an 
amendment offered by Senator Stevens on Thursday to eliminate from the supplemental 
appropriations bill the $350 million cut in TANF fimds. As you know, our SAP opposed the 
TANF cut and Governors lobbied hard against it. Stevens substituted a change to HUD's 
Section 8 housing program which OMB assures us has no adverse programmatic impact: 
although the provision defers spending from FY 1999 to FY 2000, so many housing contracts 
straddle both years that this provision is little more than a change in accounting. 
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Elena Kagan 

SUBJECT: DPC Weekly Report 

1. Education - Ed-Flex: Hill staff met during the recess to hammer out differences 
between the Senate and House bills. On M onday, Secretary Riley will send conferees a letter 
threatening a veto over the Senate Republican provision to weaken class size. On Tuesday, 
Senate Democrats will release a letter with at least 35 signatures supporting that veto threat. We 
expect a quick conference and rapid action in both houses if the bill is acceptable. 

2. Education - ESEA: Despite extensive consultation with us, civil rights groups 
continue to oppose an ESEA bill that includes the Administration's position on social 
promotions. We and the Education Department have held a series of meetings with civil rights 
advocates including Hugh Price, Wade Henderson, Bill Taylor, and others in an unsuccessful 
effort to find a compromise. Education has suggested that we consider making one of several 
possible concessions, such as phasing in the requirement to end social promotions over a longer 
period -- but even that will not be enough to win the groups' support. Another option would be 
to split off the social promotion provisions in a separate bill. Senator Kennedy sympathizes with 
our predicament but would like to avoid a war with the civil rights community. We have asked 
his staff to take part in our continuing meetings with the groups, in the hope that we can at least 
secure Senator Kennedy's support, even if we fail to win over the civil rights community. You 
are tentatively scheduled to announce the ESEA bill on April 28. 

3. Education - 1994 ESEA Report: On Friday, the Department of Education released 
a congressionally mandated report evaluating the effectiveness of programs included in the 1994 
ESEA reauthorization. The report submits that states have made progress in the development of 
academic standards, but that more accountability in federal education programs is needed ~ along 
the lines of what you have called for in ESEA. 

4. Education — California Class Size Waiver: Last week Vice President Gore 
announced approval of a waiver sought by Gov. Davis to permit California school districts to use 
federal class size funding to reduce class size and improve teacher quality in any grade. The 
decision was based on California's progress in reducing class size in the early grades to 20 and 
the lack of additional school facilities and qualified teachers needed to accommodate smaller 
classes in those grades. Governor Davis will encourage California districts to use this funding 



to reduce class size in 1 Oth grade reading and math classes to help prepare students for a new 
high school exit exam that he signed into law. 

5. Health Care - Update on Aetna's Affordable Choice: On May 5, the Aetna 
Insurance Company is scheduled to hold an event to unveil a low-cost health plan option targeted 
to small businesses and their employees who cannot afford traditional health insurance. The plan 
is much less expensive than traditional insurance options because it limits its health coverage to 
capped, front-end benefits that provide front loaded coverage for hospital stays - S750 a day for 
the first three days, $350 for days four through 10, and declining to $100 a day after 10 days -
and up to eight physician's visits with a $50 copayment. The plan allows enrollees to access a 
price discount on prescription drugs, which Aetna has extracted from the pharmaceutical industry 
in its negotiations on behalf of its other health plans. Past attempts to provide affordable, bare-
bones coverage for this population have proven unsuccessful, primarily because employers and 
employees have not been attracted to coverage designed only to protect against catastrophic 
expenses. The Aetna plan takes the opposite approach. Even though these plans would not 
qualify as traditional insurance and are designed to avoid state mandated benefits, the Aetna plan 
will be endorsed by the NFIB and possibly the Chamber of Commerce. We are informed that a 
number of members of Congress (e.g. Representative Thomas and Senators Frist and Breaux) 
will endorse this offering and participate in the event. Eli Segal is also very supportive. Although 
the plan might help expand coverage somewhat, our traditional base Democrats, many provider 
groups, and consumer advocates are unlikely to be impressed with this coverage option. They 
will argue that the coverage provided is virtually meaningless, provides a false sense of security 
(since the average hospital cost per day is over $1000 and the average length of stay is 7 days) 
and that the Kermedy-Kassenbaum insurance reforms you signed into law would not apply to this 
product. 

6. Health Care -- Medicare Prescription Drug Update: Next week; Senator Kemiedy 
and .Senator Rockefeller are tentatively scheduled to introduce legislating \Q prnvidp fnr a 
Medicare prescription drug benefit. As currently designed, in return for a SI0 to $20 premium -
which would be added to the Medicare Part B premiums that provides for physician and other 
services — beneficiaries would be reimbursed for 80 percent of drug costs after they paid a SI 00 
deductible. As currently designed, this benefit would be capped at $1200 - meaning that 
beneficiaries would not get any coverage after they had received $1200 worth of prescription 
drugs - and is projected to cost between S50 and S75 billion over 5 years ($110 billion to $140 
billion over 10 years). Thp prnpngai wViirVi k at the low end of the more moHpgtly, frnnt )O^HPH 

(benefits that we have been developing for your consideration, would require beneficiaries to pay 
catastrophic expenses out of pocket. Most health policy experts would be critical of the capped, 
front-loaded benefit because it leaves the sickest patients most vulnerable to excessive drug 
costs. However, this benefit is somewhat more generous than currently available in Medigap 

/ plans (particularly when one takes into account the lower premium) and the front-loaded nature 
\ of the program might be more popular than a back-end coverage policy. Because Senator 

Kennedy is introducing this legislation, it is more likely to be accepted as a substantial benefit 
than if we had produced the same package. Interestingly, Senators Moynihan, Gramm, and 
Bryant are in the process of developing a similar plan. While it clearly might be better 
strategically for Senator Moynihan to unveil his plan first, it is unlikely that he will be ready to 



^ - t 1 -C, q 

4 
do so within the next two weeks. It is even less likely that Senator Kennedy can be convinced to 
delay the introduction of his bill until after Senator Moynihan introduces his. Notably, the Senate 
advocates of a drug benefit are unwilling ~ if not completely unable - to propose traditional 
Medicare provider and/or beneficiary savings that are significant enough to pay for the benefit. 
As a consequence, both Senator Kennedy and Senator Moynihan are likely to highlight the 
desirability of tobacco taxes and/or some use of the surplus to help finance their proposal. We 
are in the process of developing a number of options for your consideration, which we hope to 
review with you in short order. 

7. Tobacco -- Medicare Lawsuit: This week the Justice Department entered into an 
agreement with the law firm of Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, from Minneapolis to serve as 
consultants on the federal tobacco litigation. This firm represented the State of Minnesota and 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield in their lawsuit against the tobacco industry. The agreement is for the 
firm to advise and assist the Department's litigation team on a reduced-rate billing basis of $75 
per hour through June 30,1999. The contract does not contemplate payment of any contingency 
fee related to potential recoveries. Jim Cramer, a leading Wall Street analyst, wrote that the hire 
shows "Justice means business." 

8. Tobacco -Kick Butts Day: The fourth annual Kick Bucts Day is scheduled for April 
14. The Vice President will participate in an event in Akron, Ohio where he will release a new 
HHS report on kids and tobacco. The report indicates that Marlboro (Philip Morris), Newport 
(Lorillard), and Camel (RJR/Nabisco) are the cigarette brands used most amonp. teens who are 
current smokers. The dominant brand is Marlboro, which is preferred by about 60 percent of 
youth smokers and is as popular among girls as among boys. 

9. Community Empowerment -- Low Income Housing Tax Credit: Shortly after 
coming back from recess, Senators Graham and Mack of Florida plan to introduce legislation to 
expand the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC). Their bill will be very closely modeled 
on your proposal. In the House, Representative Nancy Johnson's bipartisan LIHTC bill has 
amassed 70 cosponsors. 

10. Welfare -- GW Study on Diversion Policies: We expect George Washington 
University will issue the second of its reports funded by HHS which provides an inventory of 
state approaches and examines practices in five cities — Atlanta, Annapolis, Kansas City, 
Missoula, and Cincinnati. The study finds that the most common form of diversion requires 
applicants for welfare to participate in a job search before they can receive cash assistance, and 
that the diversion payments offered by nearly half the states to help families meet short-term 
needs in lieu of welfare are being used on a limited basis. The study also notes that diversion has 
the potential to reduce initial access to Medicaid, especially as families bypass welfare entirely 
or go to work so quickly that they may not qualify for Medicaid under most states' current 
eligibility criteria. The study highlights the importance of our Medicaid outreach efforts and our 
initiatives to encourage states to take advantage of the flexibility they have under current law to 
expand Medicaid eligibility for low-income working families. HHS plans to award research 



funds to several states or large counties to track what happens to families who are diverted from 
the caseload, including the extent to which they continue to participate in Medicaid and other 
programs to support working families. 

11. Crime - 1996 Correctional Population: On Friday, the Justice Department's 
Bureau of Justice Statistics released a report showing that an estimated 5.5 million adults were 
under some form of criminal justice supervision in 1996 — comprising about 2.5 percent of all 
adults, up from 1.6 percent in 1985. Of the total 5.5 million adults: 510,000 were in jail; 3.2 
million were on probation; 1.1 million were in state or federal prison; 704,700 adults were on 
parole; and 2,747 adults were held in military confinement. Between 1986 and 1996, the average 
annual rate increase for the jail population was 6.5 percent; for prisons, 8.4 percent; parolees, 8 
percent; and for the probation population, 4.2 percent. Of the 1.6 million adults in local jail or 
prison, 821,900 were white, and 773,900 were black. Of the 3.9 million adults on probation or 
parole, 2.5 million were white and 1.3 million were black. 

12. Crime - Police Misconduct: Next week, the Attorney General is planning to give 
a speech at the National Press Club to discuss issues of police misconduct. As you know, she has 
convened meetings with leaders from the civil rights and law enforcement communities in 
response to your radio address last month. In addition, the Customs Service this week announced 
an independent commission to review its passenger processing policies and procedures. In recent 
months, there have been an increasing number of passenger complaints regarding the treatment 
they received during a Customs search, and there have been several lawsuits filed by passengers 
alleging personal searches based on racial profiling. 



DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
March 30,1999 

1. Trustees' Report Event 
They will want a quick update 

2. Patients Bill of Rights Event . 
scheduled for 4/9 " J i ^ U ^ L V V U . ^ a i I crvt ? (C <f I A K \ < ^ W , P ^ S c - K l - C 

3. Crime Bill 
HHS provisions; we have consensus^W. -PJ^/V D*VlL>i . 

4. 

5. 

OASIS 

Newspaper story is going to run tomorrow, but HHS thinks we're in good shape. 

Oregon Assisted Suicide Issue 
Bliley is accusing HCFA of paying for assisted suicide in Oregon- ask Bonnie for an 

update, ^yu ivt-^i SLMA^XJ^/!C<MUJJ2 ? 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 12, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Bruce Reed 
Eric Liu 

SUBJECT: DPC Weekly Report 

1. Education - Teachers and Class Size Agreement. We wanted to provide details on 
the teacher quality provisions of Wednesday's agreement to dedicate $1.3 billion for class size 
reduction. Under the deal, teachers hired through the program must be certified in their state or 
have completed an alternative route to certification, must have a baccalaureate degree, and must 
know the subjects they are teaching and demonstrate the skills to teach them. Districts may 
spend up to 25 percent of the funds (up from 15 percent last year) on training existing teachers, 
testing new teachers, or providing high-quality professional development. Districts with high 
levels of uncertified elementary school teachers also may seek a state waiver in some 
circumstances to use additional funds to help those teachers meet certification standards in time 
for the 2001-02 school year. The deal preserves existing provisions to target spending on high-
poverty communities. 

2. Health Care - Medicare Provider Reimbursement. As you know, we reached 
tentative agreement with Congress Wednesday on provider "give-back" legislation. The 
agreement includes about $11 billion over five years for hospitals, nursing homes, home health 
agencies, community health centers and other providers. Two key improvements are worth 
noting: an out-of-pocket limit on hospital outpatient cost-sharing, equal to the current inpatient 
limit of $780; and, for beneficiaries needing immunosuppressive drugs after an organ transplant, 
an extension of coverage for six months beyond the current three-year provision. The agreement 
is contingent upon our approval of final statutory and administrative language. 

3. Health Care - Jeffords-Kennedy Update. The funding impasse over this bill 
continues. Some Republicans, fearing that they may be blamed i f the bill fails, are attacking the 
Administration for not providing additional offsets. In fact, we have proposed numerous offsets 
that Republicans have rejected. We have been constrained too by a unanimous consent 
agreement in the Senate prohibiting tax offsets, as well as by a message from Republican leaders 
that Medicare and Medicaid offsets are unacceptable. There is such frustration with the GOP 
stance that some members of the disability community, with Sen. Kennedy's blessing, have 
called for a veto. We will make one last pushove^the next week to finance and fix this bill. 

4. Health Care - Organ Allocation. On Wednesday, we reached agreement with 
Congress permitting the release of the long-awaited regulation requiring organs to be distributed 
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on a "sickest first" basis. The regulation, which has been stalled for over two years, could save 
hundreds of lives a year. It will be implemented 42 days after enactment of the Labor-HHS bill. 

5. Education - Kiryas Joel Village. You asked about efforts to help the Hasidic Jewish 
community of Kiryas Joel, New York establish a special public school district for disabled 
students. Because this case centers on the Establishment Clause rather than the Individuals With 
Disabilities in Education Act, it would be difficult for us to assist the village. The New York 
high court in recent years has struck down a number of state laws authorizing the village to form 
a special district; with each rebuff, the legislature has passed a new law re-crafted to pass 
constitutional muster. Under the latest such law, the village has already established a special 
school. Although another round of appeals is likely, there is bipartisan determination among 
state political leaders to find a solution satisfactory to the village. 

6. Education/Crime - Bankruptcy Bill Amendment. This week, the Senate passed an 
amendment to the Senate bankruptcy bill that contains objectionable language on both education 
and drugs. The Hatch amendment, which passed 50-49, would establish vouchers for students in 
Title I schools who are victims of violent or drug-related crimes. In addition, it would narrow 
the disparity in penalties for crack and powder cocaine trafficking by sharply raising penalties for 
the latter. The amendment changes the threshold for mandatory cocaine penalties from 500 
grams to 50 grams (5 year penalty) and from 5 kilograms to 500 grams (10 years). Our proposal, 
by contrast, would both increase powder cocaine penalties and modestly lower crack penalties. 
It is unclear whether there will be further action on the bankruptcy bill this session. 

7. Crime - COPS Funding. As you know, this week we reached with Congress to 
provide over $900 million of the Administration's $1.27 million request for the 21st Century 
Policing Initiative. Of the $900 million provided, $300 million is an unspent carry-over balance 
from FY 1999. The agreement will fully fund the first installment of our plan to hire and 
redeploy up to 50,000 more police officers over the next five years. In addition, the agreement 
provides $230 million for law enforcement technology and $10 million for community 
prosecutors (our budget requested $350 million and $200 million, respectively). 

r\ 8. Welfare - Fathers and Welfare-to-Work. On Wednesday, the House passed the 
Fathers Count Act by a broad bipartisan margin. The bill, co-sponsored by Reps. Johnson and 
Cardin, establishes new grants to promote responsible fatherhood, makes Welfare-to-Work 
eligibility changes that we had proposed to help states and communities better serve low-income 
fathers and long-term welfare recipients with existing funds, and revises penalties for states that 
have not yet complied with certain child support requirements. It does not contain additional 
funding for Welfare-to-Work for FY 2000. While the Senate will not act on the broader 
fatherhood issues this year, we are pushing for enactment of the Welfare-to-Work eligibility 
changes and the child support provisions before Congress adjourns. 

9. Welfare - Research on People Leaving Welfare. Eight of the 13 states and counties 
that received HHS funding to study the impact of welfare reform have released interim reports 
on families who left welfare in late 1996 or early 1997. The employment, earnings, and 
recidivism findings from these varied sites are generally consistent with other "leavers studies." 
Between 50 and 65 percent of former welfare recipients were found to be working immediately 
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after leaving welfare. Between 65 and 75 percent were employed at some point during the year 
after exit, with average earnings in the quarter after exit ranging from $2,185 to $3,868 (the 
equivalent of $5.65-$10.00 an hour assuming a 30-hour work week throughout the period). In all 
sites, earnings for these former recipients steadily rose throughout the year following exit. 
However, between 5 and 20 percent of leavers were receiving welfare again within threemonths. 
with 24 to 35 percent receiving welfare at some point during the year after exit. 

Six of the HHS-funded studies also tracked Medicaid and food stamps enrollment of 
families leaving welfare. Medicaid participation varied greatly, ranging from 25 percent to 76 
percent in the first quarter after exit, with a substantially higher percentage of leavers enrolled in 
Medicaid at some point during the year after exit. Enrollment generally declined over the year 
and was slightly higher for children than for adults. Food stamps enrollment in the first quarter 
after exit ranged from 9 percent to 57 percent, again with a much higher percentage receiving 
food stamps at some point during the year. Tlie low-end outlier was San Mateo County, which 
may reflect higher welfare grant levels in California, where families are earning more when they 
leave welfare and are therefore less likely to be eligible for food stamps and Medicaid/ 

10. Child Support - Medical Support Orders. On Monday, HHS will announce 
proposed regulation to make it easier for children to get health insurance coverage through 
non-custodial parents. The regulation creates a standard medical support form to enforce chil 
support agreements that require non-custodial parents to provide for their children's health care 
needs. The regulation will be released with a statement from you stressing the Administration's 
commitment to child support enforcement and better health insurance coverage for children. 
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
April 13,1999 

1. Medicare Update 

UA^ $<2. ' h 'vt Long Term Care Event 4/19 / OpfH t^^-^j 

3. VP Kick Butts Day 4/14 *L W r y ^ J f ^ f ^ J ^ 

4. CHIP data 
We are supposed to meet with them at the end of the day to review the enrollment data 
that they have collected. Can you please ask them to send us paper on this by COB? 

(I have already talked to HCFA about this and they say that the paper will be ready ~ 
they are worried that they will not be able to get it past ASPA's clearance process today 
unless you make a special point of asking for it.) 

Outstanding provisions in the Crime Bill ^fHfc" Qd^^cv-
Please ask them where we are in terms of a process for resolving the emergency 
scheduling issue (since HHS and DOJ has decided there is no possibilty for consensus) 
and if they are engaged in the process for settling the bioterrorism proposal on an agency 
level (OMB is brokering this compromise). They will also want to know about the status 
of the nursing home proposal. ~5C-A., j 0<Z,J 

/Taxes and Donations 
' Thfey ar/b^iefmg the-S^cretary on Thursday and plaino^end^uyett^ 
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î̂ r-1-̂  ^ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 9, 1999 

� 
MEMORANDUMFORTHEPREJDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

DPC Weekly Report 

L.o-fl; e� 
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1. Education -- Ed-Flex: Hill staff met during the recess to hammer out differences
between the Senate and House bills. On Monday, Secretary Riley will send conferees a letter 
threatening a veto over the Senate Republican provision to weaken class size. On Tuesday, 
Senate Democrats will release a letter with at least 35 signatures supporting that veto threat. We 
expect a quick conference and rapid action in both houses if the bill is acceptable. 

2. Education -- ESEA: Despite extensive consultation with us, civil rights groups
continue to oppose an ESEA bill that includes the Administration's position on social 
promotions. We and the Education Department have held a series of meetings with civil rights 
advocates including Hugh Price, Wade Henderson, Bill Taylor, and others in an unsuccessful 
effort to find a compromise. Education has suggested that we consider making one of several 
possible concessions, such as phasing in the requirement to end social promotions over a longer 
period -- but even that will not be enough to win the groups' support. Another option would be 
to split off the social promotion provisions in a separate bill. Senator Kennedy sympathizes with 
our predicament but would like to avoid a war with the civil rights community. We have asked 
his staff to take part in our continuing meetings with the groups, in the hope that we can at least 
secure Senator Kennedy's support, even ifwe fail to win over the civil rights community. You 
are tentatively scheduled to announce the ESEA bill on April 28. 

3. Education -- 1994 ESEA Report: On Friday, the Department of Education released
a congressionally mandated report evaluating the effectiveness of programs included in the 1994 
ESEA reauthorization. The report submits that states have made progress in the development of 
academic standards, but that more accountability in federal education programs ii; needed -- along 
the lines of what you have called for in ESEA. 

4. Education -- California Class Size Waiver: Last week Vice President Gore
announced approval of a waiver sought by Gov. Davis to permit California school districts to use 
federal class size funding to reduce class size and improve teacher quality in any grade. The 
decision was based on California's progress in reducing class size in the early grades to 20 and 
the lack of additional school facilities and qualified teachers needed to accommodate smaller 
classes in those grades. Governor Davis will encourage California districts to use this funding 



to reduce class size in 10th grade reading and math classes to help prepare students for a new 
high school exit exam that he signed into law. 

5. Health Care -- Update on Aetna's Affordable Choice: On May 5, the Aetna 
Insurance Company is scheduled to hold an event to unveil a low-cost health plan option targeted 
to small businesses and their employees who cannot afford traditional health insurance. The plan 
is much less expensive than traditional insurance options because it limits its health coverage to 
capped, front-end benefits that provide front loaded coverage for hospital stays - $750 a day for 
the first three days, $350 for days four through 10, and declining to $100 a day after 10 days -
and up to eight physician's visits with a $50 copayment. The plan allows enrollees to access a 
price discount on prescription drugs, which Aetna has extracted from the pharmaceutical industry 
in its negotiations on behalf of its other health plans. Past attempts to provide affordable, bare-
bones coverage for this population have proven unsuccessful, primarily because employers and 
employees have not been attracted to coverage designed only to protect against catastrophic 
expenses. The Aetna plan takes the opposite approach. Even though these plans would not 
qualify as traditional insurance and are designed to avoid state mandated benefits, the Aetna plan 
will be endorsed by the NFIB and possibly the Chamber of Commerce. We are informed that a 
number of members of Congress (e.g. Representative Thomas and Senators Frist and Breaux) 
will endorse this offering and participate in the event. Eli Segal is also very supportive. Although 
the plan might help expand coverage somewhat, our traditional base Democrats, many provider 
groups, and consumer advocates are unlikely to be impressed with this coverage option. They 
will argue that the coverage provided is virtually meaningless, provides a false sense of security 
(since the average hospital cost per day is over $1000 and the average length of stay is 7 days) 
and that the Kennedy-Kassenbaum insurance reforms you signed into law would not apply to this 
product. 

6. Health Care — Medicare Prescription Drug Update: Next-week,-Spnatar Kennedy 
and.Senator Rockefeller are tentatively scheduled to introduce legislation to prov.iife.for a 
Medicare prescription drug benefit. As currently designed, in return for a $10 to $20 premium -
which would be added to the Medicare Part B premiums that provides for physician and other 
services - beneficiaries would be reimbursed for 80 percent of drug costs afte r they paid a $100 
deductible. As currently designed, this benefit would be capped at $1200 - meaning that 
beneficiaries would not get any coverage after they had received $1200 worth of prescription 
drugs - and is projected to cost between $50 and $75 billion over 5 years ($110 billion to $140 
billion over 10 years). TVIP prnpnsa' whir.h is at thf; low end pf the rP r ' r f ' modpstly, frnnt l o f l 1 ^ 

^•.benefits that we have been developing for your consideration, would require beneficiaries to pay 
( catastrophic expenses out of pocket. Most health policy experts would be critical of the capped, 
\ front-loaded benefit because it leaves the sickest patients most vulnerable to excessive drug 
j costs. However, this benefit is somewhat more generous than currently available in Medigap 

/ plans (particularly when one takes into account the lower premium) and the front-loaded nature 
A of the program might be more popular than a back-end coverage policy. Because Senator 

1 Kennedy is introducing this legislation, it is more likely to be accepted as a substantial benefit 
j than if we had produced the same package. Interestingly, Senators Moynihan, Gramm, and 
( Bryant are in the process of developing a similar plan. While it clearly might be better 

Nstrategically for Senator Moynihan to unveil his plan first, it is unlikely that he will be ready to 
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do so within the next two weeks. It is even less likely that Senator Kennedy can be convinced to 

delay the introduction of his bill until after Senator Moynihan introduces his. Notably, the Senate 

advocates of a drug benefit are unwilling -- if not completely unable -- to propose traditional 

'Medicare provider and/or beneficiary savings that are significant enough to pay for the benefit. 

As a consequence, both Senator Kennedy and Senator Moynihan are likely to highlight the 
desirability of tobacco taxes and/or some use of the surplus to help finance their proposal. We 
are in the process of developing a number of options for your consideration, which we hope to 
review with you in short order. 

7. Tobacco -- Medicare Lawsuit: This week the Justice Department entered into an

agreement with the law firm of Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, from Minneapolis to serve as 
consultants on the federal tobacco litigation. This firm represented the State of Minnesota and 

Blue Cross-Blue Shield in their lawsuit against the tobacco industry. The agr,�:ement is for the 
firm to advise and assist the Department's litigation team on a reduced-rate billing basis of $75 

per hour through June 30, 1999. The contract does not contemplate payment of any contingency 

fee related to potential recoveries. Jim Cramer, a leading Wall Street analyst, wrote that the hire 
shows "Justice means business." 

8. Tobacco --Kick Butts Day: The fourth annual Kick Butts Day is scheduled for April

14. The Vice President will participate in an event in Akron, Ohio where he will release a new
HHS report on kids and tobacco. The report indicates that Marlboro (Philip Morris), Newport
(Lorillard), and Camel (RJR/Nabisco) are the cigarette brands used most among teens who are
current smokers. The dominant brand is Marlboro, which is preferred by about 60 percent of
youth smokers and is as popular among girls as among boys.

9. Community Empowerment -- Low Income Housing Tax Credit: Shortly after
coming back from recess, Senators Graham and Mack of Florida plan to introduce legislation to 
expand the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC). Their bill will be very closely modeled 
on your proposal. In the House, Representative Nancy Johnson's bipartisan LIHTC bill has 
amassed 70 cosponsors. 

10. Welfare -- GW Study on Diversion Policies: We expect George Washington
University will issue the second of its reports funded by HHS which provides an inventory of 
state approaches and examines practices in five cities -- Atlanta, Annapolis, Kansas City, 
Missoula, and Cincinnati. The study finds that the most common form of diversion requires 
applicants for welfare to participate in a job search before they can receive cash assistance, and 

that the diversion payments offered by nearly half the states to help families meet short-term 

needs in lieu of welfare are being used on a limited basis. The study also notes that diversion has 
the potential to reduce initial access to Medicaid, especially as families bypass welfare entirely 
or go to work so quickly that they may not qualify for Medicaid under most states' current 
eligibility criteria. The study highlights the importance of our Medicaid outreach efforts and our 
initiatives to encourage states to take advantage of the flexibility they have under current law to 
expand Medicaid eligibility for low-income working families. HHS plar1s to award research 
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funds to several states or large counties to track what happens to families who are diverted from 

the caseload, including the extent to which they continue to participate in Medicaid and other 

programs to support working families. 

11. Crime -- 1996 Correctional Population: On Friday, the Justice Department's

Bureau of Justice Statistics released a report showing that an estimated 5.5 million adults were 

under some form of criminal justice supervision in 1996 -- comprising about 2.5 percent of all 

adults, up from l.6 percent in 1985. Of the total 5.5 million adults: 510,000 were in jail; 3.2 

million were on probation; 1.1 million were in state or federal prison; 704,700 adults were on 

parole; and 2,747 adults were held in military confinement. Between 1986 and 1996, the average 

annual rate increase for the jail population was 6.5 percent; for prisons, 8.4 percent; parolees, 8 

percent; and for the probation population, 4.2 percent. Of the 1.6 million adults in local jail or . 

prison, 821,900 were white, and 773,900 were black. Of the 3.9 million adults on probation or 

parole, 2.5 million were white and 1.3 million were black. 

12. Crime -- Police Misconduct: Next week, the Attorney General is planning to give
a speech at the National Press Club to discuss issues of police misconduct. As you know, she has 

convened meetings with leaders from the civil rights and law enforcement communities in 

response to your radio address last month. In addition, the Customs Service this week announced 

an independent commission to review its passenger processing policies and procedures. In recent 

months, there have been an increasing number of passenger complaints regarding the treatment 

they received during a Customs search, and there have been several lawsuits filed by passengers 

alleging personal searches based on racial profiling. 



BUSINESS. CONSUMER. AND REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

BadgerCare Begins in Wisconsin. On July 1, Wisconsir^began a statewide 
program of no- or low-cost health insurance designed to fill the gap between 
Medicaid and private insurance and to help families make the transition from welfare 
to work. The program, called BadgerCare, provides health insurance for children and 
parents in uninsured families with income below 185 percent of the poverty line. 
Once enrolled, families may remain in the program until family income exceeds 200 
percent of poverty. Families with income above 150 percent of poverty pay a 
monthly premium of 3.5 percent of family income. BadgerCare provides ide^cal 
benefits to Medicaid and was implemented through waivers of Medicaid4aMiLapd by 
using flexftrility under the Child lliialflnhsurance Program (CHIP). The State's 
current Medicaid entitlement will be maintained. Wisconsin is among a few states 
with health insurance programs designed to cover all the members of low-income 
families. 

Quantifying the Benefits of Reduced Gun Violence. A new study estimates that 
the public would be willing to pay $23.8 billion to reduce gun violence by 30 percent, 
or $750,000 per injury. The value of a statistical life implied by the studies' results— 
between $4 and $6.25 million—is consistent with estimates derived using other 
methods. The new study is based on data from a national survey in which 
respondents were asked directly how much they would be willing to pay in extra 
taxes for a program that reduced gun injuries by 30 percent. This methodology 
differs from most previous studies of the benefits of reducing gun violence that 
multiplied the annual number of gunshot injuries by some estimate of the cost per 
injury or that used differences in housing prices (across neighborhoods with different 
crime rates) to impute the costs of crime. 

Estimating the Impact of the Social Security Earnings Test-JEUminating the 
Sncial Security earnings test would substantially boost the labor supply of older male 
workers, according to a recent study. The study uses the "natural experim5ht" 
created by three changes in the earnings test rules between 1978 and 1990 to estimate 
its results. The study finds that working older males bunch in substantial numbers 

/at and just below the earnings exempt amount, and that this bunching reacts directly 
Itojhe chaflges in the earnings test rules.. Eliminating the test, it estimates, woulcl 
/raise average hours worked by about 5 percent for those currently at or above the 
I exempt amount. Moreover, the short-run fiscal cost associated with workers' taking 
^begefits earlier will be offset in the future because their annual benefits will be lower. 
thanif they had waited^ The labor supply enects on oioer men who have withdrawn 
from the labor force are not addressed in the study. 

Weekly Economic Briefing July 9, 1999 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

August 6, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PJRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

iu 

DPC Weekly Report 

Bruce Reed 
Eric Liu 

U . U L 

1. Health Care - Patients Bill of Rights: On Thursday, Reps. Nonvoed, 
Ganske, and Dingell reached agreement on a strong, bipartisan bill that you could*happily 
sign. The bill covers all Americans in all plans; provides real patient protection̂  which 
the Senate bill does not (including access to specialists, continuity of care, and access to 
emergency care where and when the need arises); and provides a meamngftd appeals 
process and the right to sue in state court. (The bill severely limits punitiwrdamage 
awards to prevent frivolous lawsuits.) Democrats are united behind the bill, and 21 
Republicans have already signed on as cosponsors. In a panicked attempt to win back 
some of those Republicans, Speaker Hastert agreed Friday to bring a compromise 
Republican version, sponsored by Rep. Cobum, to the floor this faUf̂ The Republican 
leadership has asked the managed care lobby to advertise heavily over the recess. But 
unless the industry can change the dynamic, many Republicans are likely to put even 
more pressure on the leadership to produce a bill this session - especially if no deal is 
reached on tax cuts and they face the prospect of going home with no major achievements 
for the year. 

2. Health Care - Medicare Update: After months of opposing a universal 
prescription drug benefit, some key Republicans p̂e trying to develop their own 
alternative version. Senator Roth and Rep. Thp»fias (along with Senator Breaux) are 
attempting to design a catastrophic coverafî »gnfffit that is likely to have a deductible and 
to require higher income beneficiaries to p^yjios. SenatoaJnowe and Wyden just ~ 
; " t T ~ w H i pnnirrirti'n img himnfitgh umniri pmviHe larger subsidies for lower 

uhsftlies income populatjona and smaller suhsfdiea for hiflfter income beneficiaries to purchase 
private Medigap-type drug coverage. We are reviewing the policy but beheve that it 

' would fail short of providing coveratfrtb all in need of the benefit and would likely be 
administratively and structurallv flawed. This week, we distributed background 
information on your Medicare p«n to every Democratic member for the August recess. 
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3. Health Care - Medical Records Privacy: Last week, the House passed a 
Democratic motion to instruct conferees on the financial modernization bill to drop an 
extremely weak medical privacy protection provision that had sneaked into the House 
version. The provision would have undermined our current efforts to protect medical 
records privacy by preempting stronger state medical privacy laws, allowing personal 
medical data to be used by outside marketers as part of "marketing research," and 
permitting companies that receive sensitive medical data from insurers to use and sell the 
data without any Federal restrictions. Several members of Congress are still working on 
competing approaches to protect the privacy of medical records, but no consensus is in i 
sight. We are pressing HHS to have its privacy regulation, which covers electronic'*^ fyj.. 
records, ready for you to release later this fall. J . H r. 

\ 

4. Education - ESEA Update: On Tuesday, nine Senators led by Judd Gregg 
introduced a teacher quality bill similar to the one the House passed last month. The bill 
has a few similarities to our teacher quality plan in ESEA, including a focus on sustained, 
high-quality professional development and an effort to improve alternative routes to 
teacher certification. However, like the House bill, the Senate bill does not provide a 
separate funding stream for class size reduction, does not target the early grades, and 
makes it easy for districts to opt out of class size reduction altogether. The Senate is 
unlikely to take up the bill, because Senator Jeffords continues to insist on reauthorizing 
ESEA in an omnibus bill. Several Democrats have agreed to push for most of our ESEA 
package, although we are still looking for someone to champion our approach in two 
areas: (1) ending social promotion and (2) limiting the use of paraprofessi&nals in the 
classroom. Senators Kennedy, Feinstein, and Schumer are the best prospects. 

5. Immigration - Parity Legislation: This week, we sent Congress legislation 
on Central American and Haitian parity relief. The bill was introduced with solid 
bipartisan support by Representatives Gutierrez, Chris Smith, and 26 cosponsors. 

6. Livability - Better America Bonds: This week. Senators Baucus and Hatch 
introduced your Better America Bonds legislation. The proposal was also included in 
both the House and the Senate Democratic tax proposals. 

7. Welfare - Faith-Based Policies: You asked for an analysis of recent faith-based 
proposals, and for ideas of what more we could do. We are working on a variety of new ideas 
(tax and non-tax), and will send you more detaijtfl options shortly. In the meantime, you might 
be interested in the attached summary of hoJ r̂ecent proposals compare to current law. 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE 

THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

December!, 1999 

SIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Bruce Reed 
Eric Liu 

DPC Weekly Report 

1. Crime - Possible HUD Involvement in Gun Litigation. As you may recall, for some 
time now a coalition of public housing authorities, working with HUD, has been contemplating a 
class action lawsuit against firearms manufacturers to recoup the costs of gun violence borne by 

v their residents. Working with Justice, Treasury and White House Counsel, we are now preparing 
* 3 > \ a strategy to make the threat of this lawsuit public, so that we can spur along the settlement talks 
/AOT^Wuetween the manufacturers and an array of plaintiff cities and states. This disclosure will be 
^ ^ s ; controversial - a clear sign of the federal government's willingness to litigate against the 

industry, it will fuel the debate over "the era of big lawsuits" - but it will enable us to push the 
manufacturers directly for meaningful remedies and to shape the ultimate outcome of the 
negotiations. We will provide you a more detailed briefing as we set this strategy in motion. An 
aggressive effort to pursue a settlement with the gun industry also will give us an opportunity to 
highlight Congress's failure to enact gun legislation. 

Health Care - New CHIP Enrollment Numbers. The latest figures (still preliminary 
and not yet public) show that nearly 2 million children are now enrolled in CHIP - twice the 
number we reported last summer. There are a number of reasons for this dramatic improvement, 
including implementation of state programs, back-to-school outreach efforts, and better 
reporting. We do not yet know, however, how many additional children have been enrolled in 
Medicaid, and given last year's decline in Medicaid-covered children, we still have much work 
to do. We are now reviewing a number of options for more aggressive school-based enrollment. 
For the FY 2001 budget development process, we also are looking at variants of the Vice 
President's policy proposal to cover the parents of children enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP. 

3. Health Care - ARKids Update. As you know, HHS is reviewing whether we may 
legally authorize parents to enroll their Medicaid-eligible children in ARKids. We expect a 
determination shortly. The Congressional delegation is split, with Democrats raising concerns 
about the Governor's request and Republicans generally supporting it. The Democrats' position 
has been influenced by recent reports indicating that parents of Medicaid-eligible children 
enrolled in ARKids had not been not informed by the state of their option to receive more 
generous Medicaid coverage. Amy Rossi, while concerned that the state refuses to drop its 
assets test requirement, remains generally supportive of the choice concept. 
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Health Care - Developments on Genetic Research. On Wednesday, the National 
lan Genome Project announced that it had decoded the first complete molecular script for a 

single human chromosome. This development and others have heightened interest in both the 
promise and the perils of advances in this area. We are now developing a package of actions you 
could take to guard against the perils. First, we are preparing a joint proclamation with the 
British government that genetic research findings should, to the extent possible, be in the public 
domain and freely available to researchers. Second, we are working with the Patent and 
Trademark Office to develop new intellectual property standards for the patenting and licensing 
of genetic material, so that patents are not issued prematurely or without full consideration of the 
implications for health care research and development. Finally, we are re-opening our review of 
the viability of an executive order prohibiting the use of genetic information by Federal 
employers in hiring and promotion decisions. We had earlier considered such a ban on genetic 
discrimination, but a number of agencies, including State, CIA, Defense, and Peace Corps, 
sought exemptions. We will seek now to address their concerns and move forward on this. 

5. Health Care - Patient Safety Event. Next week, you are scheduled to unveil an 
executive order directing federal agencies to develop an action plan to ensure patient safety 
through the prevention of medical errors. You will also announce new investments in research 
programs to improve health care quality; highlight new authority for the Agency for Health Care 
Policy and Research to explore issues related to medical errors; and direct HCFA to integrate 
patient safety initiatives into Medicare. 

6. Education - Lieberman Education Bill. Senator Lieberman and five other Democrats 
(Landrieu, Kohl, Bayh, Lincoln, and Wyden) have announced their intention to introduce a New 
Democratic ESEA reauthorization bill next session. Their proposal consolidates ESEA funding 
into four targeted and formula-driven grant programs for compensatory education, professional 
development, limited-English proficient (LEP) students, and innovative strategies. The bill 
includes a public school choice title encompassing charter schools and other choice strategies; it 
does not contain private school vouchers. The bill also contains an accountability title that 
would penalize states that fail to improve student achievement and fix failing schools. 

^ » N / 7 . Welfare - Substance Abuse Treatment Grants. We thought you would be pleased to 
know of a little-noticed budget victory on substance abuse: with significant support from the 
Congressional Black Caucus, our budget negotiators more than doubled funding for SAMHSA's 
Targeted Capacity Expansion Grants. These grants help communities address emerging 
substance abuse issues and unmet treatment needs, including HIV/AIDS, women moving from 
welfare to work, and substance abuse among Native Americans. The FY 1999 level for this 

- program was S5S million, and the final budget agreement provided SI 14 million. 

\ / 8 . Child Support - South Carolina. You recently asked us to look into concerns raised by 
Gov. Hodges of South Carolina regarding his state's child support program. Under the 1988 
Family Support Act, states must put in place a statewide child support computer system to make 
collections more efficient. Because South Carolina and a handful of other states have had 
difficulty completing these systems, last year we proposed and Congress enacted a provision to 
adjust the penalties for noncompliance: rather than lose 100 percent of federal child support 
payments, as originally mandated, states missing the deadline would lose only 4 percent of funds 
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the first year, with penalties rising in subsequent years. States choosing this alternative scheme 
would also need to develop a compliance plan. 

South Carolina chose to appeal its original penalty rather than accept the alternative penalty, 
and the matter is now under review at HHS. Unfortunately, HHS has little discretionary 
authority to provide relief to the state. As Secretary Shalala has told the Governor, the law does 
not allow for the "good faith" exception he is seeking. We believe South Carolina's best option 

>iis the alternative schgms. By mounting an appeal it is unlikely to win, the state risks triggering 
/ tne 100 percent penalty and could lose $21.5 million this year. Secretary Shalala has offered to 
» help the state develop a corrective compliance plan so it can qualify- for the alternative penalty. 

9. Children and Families - Foster Care Independence Act of 1999. On November 19, 
the Senate passed the Foster Care Independence Act of 1999. .An identical bill was also passed 
by the House the week before, clearing tlie legislation for your signature. As you know, the bill 
is largely consistent with your FY 2000 budget request to provide additional support to older 
children in the foster care system. The Act doubles funding for the Independent Living program 
to $140 million per year (and renames it in Senator Chafee" s honor), allowing educational, 
vocational and job training services for more of the 20,000 youth who age out of foster care each 
year. The Act also provides Medicaid for these youth until they are 21, and provides additional 
fimds for adoption incentive grants, enabling states to receive the full amount of the bonuses they 
earned for increasing the number of adoptions from the public foster care system. We are 
scheduling a date when both you and the First Lady can participate in a bill signing ceremony.' 
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1. Crime - Juvenile Crime Conference. In a letter sent Thursday, Representative 
Conyers asked Representative Hyde to help press Senator Hatch for a meeting of the conferees 
within two weeks. Conyers added that if a conference meeting could be scheduled, he would 
work in good faith with Hyde to develop a "middle ground" on gun provisions. Conyers 
specifically cited your idea - allowing the deposit of guns with local police departments inthe 
few instances where gun show background checks take longer than 24 hours - as a measure he . 
would be willing to consider in the spirit of compromise. As of Friday afternoon, Hyde had not 
responded. Meanwhile, the NRA on Thursday sent out alerts to members of Congress urging 
them to oppose the Lofgren motion to instruct conferees on the juvenile crime bill. The Lofgren 
motion merely calls on conferees to meet in the next two weeks, and makes no explicit mention 
of gun provisions. 

2. Crime - HUD Gun Buyback. On Thursday, the House Appropriations Committee 
voted on its supplemental appropriations bill. As you know, the bill originally contained 
language to rescind funding for HUD's gun buyback program. At the last rminute, Subcommittee 
Chairman Walsh offered an amendment to strike the rescission language. In doing so, however, 
he argued that rescission language was not needed since HUD does not actually have legal 
authority to spend Drug Elimination Grant money on buybacks. He further threatened that if 
money were obligated prior to authorization of a buyback program, he would refer the issue to 
the GAO and would initiate appropriate actioa HUD maintains that Congress gave it clear 
authority to make grants to eliminate drug-related and violent crime. To date, about 80 public 
housing authorities - including Flint and Memphis - have committed to conducting buybacks 
with HUD funding. 

3. Education - ESEA Action. The Senate Health, Labor, Education, and Pensions 
Committee passed'out an ESEA bill this week, with all Democrats voting against it. The bill 
includes a provision that would turn Title I into a block grant. Democratic amendments on class 
size, teacher quality, after-school, school modernization, public school choice, and accountability 
were defeated. Meanwhile, Senator Lieberman and seven New Democratic colleagues 
introduced their own ESEA proposal this week. The Lieberman bill includes accountability 
measures and a class size authorization similar to our bill. It consolidates a number of programs 
into broad performance-based grants, including some key administration priorities like after-
school and education technology. At our urging, Lieberman included minimum percentages that 
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must be spent on those priorities, but lie still consolidates more than we would like. Lieberman 
plans to offer his bill as an amendment during floor consideration of ESEA, expected early next 
month. We expect the floor debate on the Republican ESEA bill to divide sharply along partisan 
lines. 

^^Health Care - Medicare Coverage of Augmentative Communication Devices. 
'er receiving a letter from Stephen Hawking, you asked for an update on HCFA's review of 

the feasibility of providing Medicare reimbursement for augmentative communication devices. 
On April 1, HCFA will announce its decision to extend Medicare coverage for these devices to 
beneficiaries with severe speech language or communication disorders. We will draft a response 
at the appropriate time advising Hawking of this good news and thanking him for his guidance. 

5. Health Care-Alleged Sales of Fetal Tissue. You inquired about recent reports 
alleging a widespread black market in fetal tissue. If true, the allegations on "20/20" and in 
letters from Kate Britton are clearly illegal. That said, the two primary witnesses cited by 
"20/20" proved at a congressional hearing Thursday to be unreliable. The first refused to testify 

\ altogether; the second recanted virtually all of his initial charges. Nonetheless, NIH this week 
contacted all 150 institutions currently receiving federal funds for fetal tissue research to reiterate 

\ j their legal obligations regarding the use and acquisition of fetal tissue. NIH has also begun a 
series of random record audits, and we will work with them to monitor this issue closely.' 

6. Health Care - CBO Scoring of Administration's Drug Benefit. On Thursday, 
CBO released its budget estimates, with Medicare costs and savings figures quite comparable to 
those of OMB/HCFA. In fact, the prescription drug benefit was scored at $ 10 billion less than 
the number estimated by OMB/HCFA ($160 billion versus $150 billion). We had feared a wide 
gap, and this removes a major barrier to consensus. It is important to note, however, that CBO's 
future projections of a benefit for catastrophic drug expenses may significantly exceed ours. 
CBO is reportedly concerned that an open-ended benefit for catastrophic drug expenses might 
provide too little incentive for pharmaceutical companies to constrain the price of their products. 

7. Health Care - Medicare and Finance Committee. We have heard reports that 
Chairman Roth is contemplating a universal, subsidized Medicare drug benefit in the context of a 
down payment on reform. The benefit would be income-related, effectively reducing the subsidy 
for higher-income individuals. If true, this could lay the foundation for eventual agreement with 
Committee Democrats. The Committee now plans on marking up a reform initiative in early 
May after it completes hearings. We are scheduled to transmit our legislative language next 
week. 

8. Health Care - Response to New York Times Article on Prescription Drugs. 
Earlier this week, the New York Times inaccurately suggested that a series of studies published 
in Health Affairs revealed the shortcomings of our prescription drug proposal. The findings 
include: that low-income beneficiaries would be helped disproportionately by a drug benefit; 
that some seniors experience catastrophic drug expenses and need extra protections; and that 
some private health plans provide coverage to Medicare beneficiaries that meets or exceeds 
benefits provided by our plan. We have responded simply by pointing out that our plan provides 
additional protections to low-income beneficiaries; includes $35 billion to add coverage for 
Medicare beneficiaries with catastrophic drug costs; and makes the new benefit optional so that 
those with more generous plan can stay in them. 



Health Care - Update on Minnesota's CHIP Waiver Request. You asked for an 
update on Minnesota's CHIP waiver request, described by Governor Ventura in a recent letter. 
By the end of the month, Minnesota plans to submit a draft waiver proposal to exceed the 10 
percent cap on CHIP administrative expenditures for costs associated with identifying and 
enrolling uninsured children. We have historically opposed such requests. At the same time, a 
number of states have not spent their full CHIP coverage allotments and many are in the process 
of submitting waivers to use their enhanced federal matching payments for other purposes, 

w Minnesota may be a somewhat sympathetic case, since it has already extended coverage to 45 
percent of children, but we will have to make waiver decisions with an eye to precedent and to 

iihe likely deluge of requests from other states. We want to preserve CHIP'S original intent (to 
most efficiently cover as many children as possible), without passing up a possible way to cover 
more of the uninsured. We have begun to explore options and will keep you apprised. 

10. Health Care-Update on Colon Cancer. Earlier this month, you proclaimed 
March National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. This coincides with the work of Katie 
Couric and others to promote public awareness of the disease and the importance of screening. 
We are considering a radio address for you to highlight federal efforts on this front. 
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1. Health Care - Unreported Deaths Associated with GeneTherapy Trials. You 
asked for an update on recent reports that gene therapy researchers failed to report six deaths and 
two serious illnesses of clinical trial participants to the NIH. The researchers were reportedly 
reluctant to report any adverse results out of fear that NIH's policy of publicly releasing this 
information (after removing identifiable patient characteristics to protect privacy) would hurt 
their company's financial standing. The researchers' failure to report these deaths is a clear 
violation of the current guidelines regulating research funded by NIH or conducted at institutions 
receiving NIH funding and can lead to suspension, limitation, or termination of NIH funding for 
the researchers and their facility. Recognizing these penalties, the investigators are now 
claiming that they withheld the names of the participants because the population studied is so 
small that it is impossible to maintain patient confidentiality. NIH does not believe that there is a 
viable confidentiality issue here (since no individually identifiable information is released). 
HHS is contemplating additional reporting requirements and enforcement action. 

2. Health Care - Medical Records Privacy. Late this week, we met with the AMA and 
the American Psychiatric Association to review their concerns that the proposed privacy 
regulation would actually undermine current patient protections, rather than augment them. 
After reviewing the regulation in detail, representatives of the AMA acknowledged that our 
regulation provides a level of patient protection that is beyond what exists today. While they still 
would like to have a signed patient consent form before the release of information for any 
purpose, they pledged to emphasize their positive response to the privacy regulation as a whole 
and to work out any lingering concerns through an ongoing process with HHS, not through the 
media. Comments on the regulation are due in early January and we anticipate that the doctors, 
and hopefully the specialists, will give us constructive suggestions to strengthen the proposed 
regulation, which is due to be released next February. 

3. Health Care - Jeffords-Kennedy. It appears very likely that the Republican 
conferees on the Work Incentives Improvement Act will complete work on this legislation in 
short order. Although we have not been invited to participate in these most recent discussions, 
we expect that the bill will be strong enough to gain your support. The primary outstanding issue 
continues to be the offsets for this solid bill, however, we expect that resolution on this 
legislation could be achieved by the end of next week. 



4. Crime - Guns. On Thursday, the Vice President and congressional Democrats held 
an event with the domestic violence community calling on the Republican leadership to bring the 
gun bill to the floor with the Senate-passed provisions. The Vice President released a new 
Department of Justice report showing that more than 32,000 people with domestic violence 
convictions or restraining orders have been prevented from purchasing firearms by Brady 
background checks. Later that day, Rep. Carolyn McCarthy and Senators Schumer and Durbin 
held a separate news conference calling for a Presidential veto threat on any final budget 
agreement that does not contain legislation closing the gun show loophole. 

5. Crime - COPS. On Friday, we met with all 12 major national law enforcement 
groups, including the Fraternal Order of Police and the National Association of Police Officers. 
The entire law enforcement coalition joined us in a press conference demanding that Congress go 
along with your budget request for 50,000 more police officers. John Podesta and Attorney 
General Janet Reno chaired the meeting and swore in our new COPS Director, Tom Frazier, the 
former police commissioner in Baltimore. 

X jJrime - Recent shootings. (1) Honolulu. Because Hawaii has some of the toughest 
gun laws in the nation, the NRA has used the shooting in Hawaii to argue that gun laws don't 
work. Hawaii has licensing and registration laws that require local police to approve every 
handgun purchase by issuing a purchase permit and a 14-day waiting period. The alleged 
shooter, Byran Uyesugi, owned 17 legally registered firearms. While gun laws may not have 
prevented Uyesugi's tragic shooting spree, they have helped keep Honolulu's violent crime rate 
the lowest of any city its size in the nation. (2) Seattle. Washington's tate has weaker gun laws 
that do not include licensing or registration, although the state does have a five-day waiting 
period for handgun sales. As of this writing, the shooter is still at large and no murder weapon 
has been found. The ATF is utilizing ballistics technology to trace bullet casings left at the scene 
of the crime that may help them to determine the suspect's identity. 

7. Education - Bush Education Speech. Governor Bush gave his third education 
speech, focusing on school safety, discipline and character. Once again, he borrowed heavily 
from our agenda, endorsing increased funding for character education, freedom of religious 
expression in the schools, and reforms in the Safe and Drug-Free Schools program to hold states 
and districts accountable for results. He also called for a lifetime gun ban for violent juveniles, 
which would already be law if House Republicans hadn't blocked the gun bill with his blessing. 
(Bush called for increased federal prosecution of juveniles who bring guns to school, but 
legislative provisions to do just that are hostage to the gun bill as well.) To increase discipline, 
Bush called for a "zero tolerance" policy for disruption and legal protection for teachers, 
principals and school board members enforcing that policy. Finally, he proposed vouchers for 
students in schools that are "persistently dangerous." 

8. Immigration - INS Restructuring. For the past few months, Administration officials 
have been negotiating with Representatives Rogers (R-KY) and Lamar Smith (R-TX) on INS 
restructuring legislation and have made some progress toward reaching an agreement. On 
Thursday, the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration reported legislation that includes 
some of the agreed-upon provisions, but does not ensure that a single, high-level immigration 



official has the appropriate staff support to manage and direct our immigration system full-time. 
The Attorney General will continue to work with Congress to achieve an agreement. 
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1. Health Care - Assisted Suicide. This week, the House voted 271-156 to pass the 
Pain Relief Promotion Act of 1999, which creates criminal penalties for the use of a controlled 
substance in a physician-assisted suicide but protects the provision of palliative care. Seventy-
one Democrats joined 200 Republicans in support; 20 Republicans joined the Democrats voting 
against. It is unclear whether the Senate will take up this issue before adjourning; a companion 
bill would very likely pass. In response to inquiries, we are reiterating your opposition to 
physician-assisted suicide, pointing to your 1997 federal funding ban. We authorized Justice to 
express concerns about the bill's federalism implications and enforcement provisions, but have 
characterized you as sympathetic to the bill's underlying intent and open to its enactment. 

2. Teen Pregnancy - Birth Rates. On Monday, HHS released data showing major 
declines in teen birth and pregnancy rates for the seventh consecutive year. In 1998, there were 
51.1 births per 1,000 teens, an 18 percent drop from the 1991 rate of 62.1, and near the 1986 
record low of 50.2. For girls 15 to 17, the 30.4 per 1,000 rate is the lowest in four decades. Teen 
births have fallen in every state and across racial groups. The sharpest declines were among 
black teens, whose birth rates have fallen 26 percent since 1991 to the lowest since 1960. The 
teen pregnancy figures, though not as up-to-date, are also at record low levels. In 1996, there 
were 98.7 pregnancies for every 1,000 teen girls - down 15 percent from the 1991 high of 116.5. 

3. Crime - Gun Litigation. On Wednesday, a Georgia state judge denied a motion to 
dismiss Atlanta's lawsuit against an array of gun manufacturers. Atlanta is one of 28 cities and 
counties that have filed suit against the manufacturers, alleging, among other claims, negligence 
in design and distribution. Slow-moving settlement talks are underway between plaintiffs and 
many of the manufacturers. We have been consulting with Justice, Treasury, HUD and White 
House Counsel to determine how we could influence these talks and steer them toward strong 
remedies. As you may know, HUD has been contemplating a suit by several thousand public 
housing authorities against the industry. The threat of such a suit - coupled with the a.siiirr.ncc 
that we would much prefer negotiations - could secure us a seat at these talks. At the same time, 
of course, we are attuned to the risk of appearing too eager to litigate. We were also approached 
this week by the Attorneys General of New York and Connecticut, Eliot Spitzer and Richard 
Blumenthal, who are active in the settlement talks. Though they did not invite our direct 
participation they did want to discuss how the federal government - whether through regulation 
or legislation - could apply more pressure on the manufacturers. We will keep you updated. 
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4. Crime - Reentry of Offenders. In response to a memo to you from the Attorney 
General, we are working with the Justice Department to develop an initiative on the reentry of 
former prisoners into their communities. About 500,000 inmates will leave prison this year -
with many returning to urban areas and certain neighborhoods in high concentrations. The 
reentry initiative would address community safety concerns and help provide support for 
offenders. The initiative would have two core elements. Through reentry partnerships, police 
and corrections agencies would monitor offenders, and team up with community groups to steer 
offenders to drug treatment, employment services, housing, and counseling services. Reentry 
courts would adapt the drug court concept of judicial supervision to oversee offenders on 
conditional release. Offenders would enter into individual accountability plans and face 
graduated sanctions for failing to meet plan requirements. We are working with Justice to 

^^levelop this initiative for possible inclusion in the FY 2001 budget. 

y. Crime - COPS Update. On Thursday, Rep. Weiner held a press conference with 
members of Congress and law enforcement leaders to announce his COPS reauthorization bill 
and to call for full funding of COPS in the budget. The bill, which has 105 co-sponsors, is 
identical to the Biden legislation introduced last week. Also, the Attorney General next Tuesday 
will address the annual convention of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), 
where she will focus on the success of community policing and on funding for COPS. We will 
continue to search out venues for our COPS budget message. 

6. Crime - Juvenile Justice Conference. The conferees on the Juvenile Justice bill 
have not yet met, and there are no meetings scheduled. Congressional Democrats are now 
staging weekly events to pressure Republicans to enact a bill that includes the Senate-passed gun 
safety provisions. This week the Democrats held a press conference with 100 students 
associated with a gun violence victims group. On Monday, they plan to meet with grassroots 
activists who have come to Washington for a national gun violence prevention conference. 

7. Tobacco - Public Support for Tobacco Tax. On Thursday, the American Cance 
Society, the American Heart Association, and the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids released a 
poll of likely voters on options to help balance the budget. Sixty-four percent favored raising the 
cigarette tax, 13 percent would cut programs and 6 percent would use the Social Security 
surplus. Even among conservative Republicans, 48 percent preferred the tobacco tax, 31 percent 
favored program cuts, and 6 percent chose Social Security. Notably, almost twice as many 
people would vote against a randidatajhrciitting Medicare, spending the Social SecurTTy / 
surplus, or slashing'education spending/than for supporting a 55 cent cigarette tax incivasc. ' 

8. Education - Teacher Quality Report. The American Council on Education on 
Monday issued a 10-point action agenda for college and university presidents to improve the <̂  . 
quality of teacher education. Citing the need for 2.5 million teachers in the next decade, and the 
inadequate academic preparation of many teachers, the action agenda called on the presidctus to 
invest more in their teacher education programs and in educational research. 

9. Education - National Education Goals Panel Report. The National Education \ ^ 
Goals Panel released a report this week showing that Connecticut's effort to increase educational 
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investment in impoverished areas, coupled with state accountability measures and assistance 
programs, has resulted in noteworthy gains on the NAEP test. As you know, income and 
parental education are key indicators of performance on this test. Researchers found, however, 
that such factors alone could not account for the magnitude of Connecticut's gains, and that part 
pf the improvement was attributable to educational policy reforms. For instance, Connecticut 

,/now provides detailed information on student performance to school districts, teachers, and 
(parents. Local districts are also linking school improvement plans and teacher evaluations to 

1 student reading achievement. 
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1. Crime - Texas Shooting Update: ATF has traced two handguns carried by the 
gunman in the shooting Wednesday at Wedgwood Baptist Church in Fort Worth. According to 
trace information and news reports, the AMT .380 caliber handgun and Ruger 9-mm 
semiautomatic handgun were sold to the gunman, Larry Ashbrook, by federally-licensed dealers 
flt a 1 9 9 7 g l i n flea market in Grand Prairie. J]C. It has been reported that Ashbrook had a 1971 
conviction for marijuana possession and no history of treatment for mental illness. 

2. Crime - Juvenile Justice Bill Conference: Representatives Hyde and Conyers have 
been meeting this week but remain unable to reach agreement on key gun provisions. We have 
seen a draft of a possible Hyde compromise proposal on guns, which contains flawed provisions 
on gun shows (including a flea market exemption) and large capacity ammunition clips, but 
acceptable language on child safety locks and juvenile Brady requirements. House Republicans 
also are insisting on their Ten Commandments provision. The conferees may meet next week. 

3. Campaign Finance - Update on Reform Bills: By a vote of 252-177, the House on 
Wednesday passed the Shays-Meehan bill, which bans federal soft money and expands the 
definition of "express advocacy." Senators McCain and Feingold on Thursday then introduced a 
stripped-down version of their bill that includes only a soft money ban, in the hope that such a 
bill could secure enough votes to prevent a filibuster. Common Cause and other groups have 
signaled their willingness to support this strategy. Our judgment, however, is that it isgremature 
to abandon the wider-reaching reform package iust passed bv the House. To ensure tHat we ' 
preserve some leverage in the event or a House-senate conference, we recommend that you 
continue to support Shays-Meehan and the more comprehensive version of McCain-Feingold. 

4. Health Care - Patients Bill of Rights Update. Speaker Hastert announced Friday 
that the House will vote on both Norwood-Dingell and Coburn-Shadegg the week of October 4. 
The leadership will likely attempt to focus the debate cn "right to sue''' issues. With this in mind, 
we are encouraging Representatives Norwood and Dingeil to join with groups opposed to 
Coburn-Shadegg in a more aggressive critique of that bill's inadequate enforcement provisions. 
We also are tentatively scheduling an October 12th address to a national conferencej?f 
.pediatricians who strongly support the Administration's legislation. At this event, you would 
jillYgil a new regulation that applies the Patients Bill of Rights to every CHIP plan m the country. 



5. Health Care - Ads by Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (PhRMA). 
PhRMA has initiated what appears to be a $30 to $40 million dollar advertising campaign 
against your prescription drug benefit proposal. The ads, featuring an elderly character named 
Flo, charge that the Administration's drug benefit would limit access to necessary drugs, create 
incentives for private plans to drop coverage, and inhibit investment in research and 
development. Althoughmdependent ryprrts and adynra^y organizations have repudiated the,se 
charges, there has not yet bpen a roordinatpH pffort to mnnter the campaign. A number ofagjpg 
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nrcnniVuntinnii plnn to picket PhRMA headqnartprs arjd ^rlarp that the proup does not represent 
the best interests of the elderly. Next week, we will also meet with representatives of the drug 
industry to reiterate our request that they pull the ads. A number of them reportedly believe it 
was a mistake to criticize your plan directly. We will keep you apprised of developments. 

8. Education - ACHIEVE Summit: Lou Gerstner and ACHIEVE are hosting an 
education summit on September 30th and October 1 s t in Palisades, NY, like the one you attended 
in March 1996. They are expecting over thirty Governors, over thirty CEOs, Secretary Riley, 
Bob Chase, Sandy Feldman and other key education leaders to attend. They have invited you to 
bethe keynote speaker on the afternoon of September 30th, but your schedule makes it very 
difficult for you to attend. (Y ou already have a major news announcement that morning of 
Census Bureau figures on income and poverty, and you leave the next morning for a Western 
swing). We do not yet know whether Governor Bush is going, but the summit will attract 
substantial press coverage, with 400 reporters expected. That week also marks the tenth 
anniversary of the Charlottesville summit. -

7. Education - ESEA Reauthorization Update: The House Education and Workforce 
Committee is planning to mark up Title I legislation by the end of this month. On the Senate 
side, Senator Jeffords is still drafting a comprehensive ESEA bill. Senator Lieberman is also 
planning to introduce an ESEA bill later this month that will include your class size initiative and 
laccountability measures but will consolidate many ESEA programs and focus the money more 
icavily on impoverished school districts. 

8. Tobacco - Synar Amendment: In 1992, Congress enacted the Synar Amendment to 
require states to make progress in reducing tobacco sales to minors. This year, for the first time, 
HHS has made a preliminary finding that seven states (DE, IA, MO, MN, OR, RI, WY) and the 
District of Columbia have failed to meet their targets, making them subject to a statutory 40 
percent cut in their Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment block grant. Secretary Shalala 
has called the governors and members of Congress from those states to notify them and to 
describe the appeals process. She has also indicated the Administration's willingness to work 
with Congress to pass a more graduated penalty. As you may recall, we made similar changes to 
state child support enforcement penalties last year. Senator Durbin is drafting a promising 
alternative that would 1) modulate the penalty depending on how much of the target was met, 
while 2) raising the required rate of retailer compliance from 80 to 90 percent by 2008. We hope 
to add a legislative fix to the SAMSHA reauthorization bill now pending in the Senate. 

9. Tobacco - Bidis: You asked whether there was anything we could do about "bidis," 
the small, cheap and often flavored cigarettes that are growing in appeal among the young. 
Currently, the FTC considers bidis cigarettes, requiring that the Surgeon General's healli; 
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warnings appear on packages and in advertising, but many retailers and importers are unaware of 
this. We could direct the FTC to notify all tobacco importers of the status of bidis and of the 
warning requirements. Bidis containing tobacco are also considered cigarettes by the Treasury 
Department and are taxed as such. Businesses that import them will have to apply for an 
importer's permit before January 1; this will help us track the volume entering the country. The 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is also examining bidis and evaluating whether they fall 
under the "drug and device" regulatory standard. The agency is unlikely to act, however, while 
the Supreme Court is reviewing its jurisdiction over tobacco products. 

10. Violence Against Women - House Republican Fetal Protection Legislation: On 
a party-line vote, the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday passed H.R. 2436, the "Unborn 
Victims of Violence Act of 1999," which would make it a new and separate federal offense to 
kill or injure "a child in utero" by assaulting or injuring a pregnant woman while committing 
certain federal crimes. (It specifically exempts abortions). The bill, sponsored by Canady, 
Graham and Chris Smith, is a clever, thinly veiled attempt to treat a fetus of any age as a life 
under federal law. The Department of Justice advised that the bill was not unconstitutional, but 
sent a letter to the Committee articulating the Administration's opposition. We are working with 
House Democrats to devise a strong substitute that would call for tougher penalties for crimes 
against pregnant women and additional protections from violence against women. There is no 
similar bill pending in the Senate. 

11. Welfare - Out-of-Wedlock Birth Bonus: Last week, HHS awarded the first bonus 
funds under the 1996 welfare reform law for the five states with the largest decrease in out-of-
wedlock births (and an accompanying decline in abortion rates). Caljfornia^D.C.r Michige 
Alabama, and Massachusetts each received $20 million. Altogether, 12 states experiencec 
jeductionj.and the national rate held constant over the four-year period measured by the bonus. 

12. Welfare - Initiatives to Address Poverty: In response to a recent Chicago Tribune 
story, you asked us to gather information about your anti-poverty initiatives and the trips you 
have made to poor communities. We are working with NEC to update and expand a set of 
documents prepared as part of your first New Markets tour. These documents highlight the 
Administration's accomplishments on behalf of poor communities and families, as well as the 
initiatives we continue to fight for (including EZ/ECs, CDFI, EITC, CHIP, Head Start, minimum 
wage, New Markets, child care, and Welfare-to-Work). We can release this information in 
conjunction with new Census data on poverty and income due September 30th We will make 
sure the Tribune reporter and others receive this information. 

13. Immigration - English Language/Civics Education Initiative: On Thursday, 
White House and Education Department officials met with education, literacy, immigration and 
civil rights groups to discuss your English Language/Civics Education Initiative. This initiative, 
which the Administration's FY 2000 budget funds at $70 million, would help communities 
combine ESL programs with civics and life skills instruction, to help ensure that adults with 
limited English proficiency get the tools they need to enter American life. The groups were very 
supportive and intend to advocate for funding of this initiative. 
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1. Health Care - - HHS Prescription Drug Pricing Conference: Next Tuesday and 
Wednesday, HHS is hosting a major conference focusing on current prescription drug pricing 
practices in the marketplace. It will focus on four broad areas: (1) cost pressures; (2) pricing 
trends; (3) utilization trends; and (4) controlling costs. Participants will include representatives 
of Medicare beneficiaries, patient groups, pharmacists, private sector pharmacy purchasing 
groups, insurers, pharmaceutical manufacturers, and researchers. The conference is likely to 
validate that a Medicare drug benefit structured along the lines of your proposal would achieve 
discounts far more significant than predicted by the Congressional Budget Office. Because of the 
relatively academic nature of this meeting, we are advising against White House participation, 
but we can highlight any key findings produced by the meeting. 

2. Health Care - - Medicaid Upper Payment Limit Update: Within the next week, the HHS 
Inspector General is likely to release a report on its investigation into state financing abuses 
utilizing the so-called upper payment limit loophole. Although we have yet to see the report, we 
believe it will find that a number of states are using this financing mechanism to receive 100 
percent Federal dollars to underwrite state budget priorities, many of which have little or nothing 
to do with health care. This finding will validate the concerns that HHS and OMB have 
highlighted and provide justification for the regulation on they plan to release sometime this ^ 
month. The New York Times is likely to write an editorial criticizing states' misuse of these 
dollars and concluding that continued reliance on this financing mechanism could lead to another 
debate on block-granting the Medicaid program. We also are working with HHS to design its 
notice of proposed rulemaking to be as sensitive as possible to the imp"^ n n h f ' g l t h r ? r p 

ptcoadgrs relying on this funding t r^ . Our overriding goal will be to stop abusive statefmanc 
practices while protecting,the legitimate interests nf heahh r.ar̂  prnvidpr<; 

3. Health Care - - Greenstein Report on Parental Health Care Coverage: Later this month, 
the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities is expected to release a new report demonstrating that 
the few states that have independently expanded coverage to parents have noted a significant 
concurrent increase menrollment of eligible but previ""g'y upmgnrpH rhildrpn itTTarT^Hprp 
waSjSTtfi'percent iflCfease"m~Medicaid coverage of children in these states. This findinghelps 
validate the importance of the Clinton-Gore parental coverage policy and we are consiHering 
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using it as a tool to re-energize Congressional interest in this policy. It will also help distinguish 
the health care policy differences between the Gore and Bush camps. The release of this report 
follows a surprisingly strong Senate f l rw vntp 1 tQ_47) for vour parents policy in whicli 
Senators Collins. Chafee, Snovye- Teffnrds. DeWjne. and Specter voted for thjsjneasure. 

4. Crime -- Gun Shows: This week, SAFE Colorado filed nearly double the number of 
signatures required (110,000) to place their state ballot initiative to close the gun show loophole 
on the November ballot. If passed, the initiative would create a new state law requiring 
background checks on all firearms sales at gun shows. As a follow up to your April visit to 
Denver to kickoff of SAFE Colorado's volunteer drive for the initiative, you issued a statement 
commending them for their efforts. This was a major victory for gun safety groups because the 
gun lobby made several attempts to stall signature collection so that SAFE Colorado would not 
collect the minimum 62,000 signatures required to place the initiative on the ballot. Three recent 
statewide polls indicating that 80 percent of Colorado residents support the initiative. 

5. Tobacco - - World Heath Organization Conference on Tobacco: Next week in Chicago, 
the American Cancer .Society, American Medical Association, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, and the World Health Organization (WHO) will be hosting the 11th World 
Conference on Tobacco OR Health. Secretary Shalala will address the conference, and we are 
working with HHS to ensure she highlights your tobacco-related budget proposals. Conference 
attendees will receive a presidential message congratulating them on their commitment to 
tobacco control and highlighting the Administration's accomplishments and FY 2001 initiatives. 
We are also preparing for a meeting of the WHO in Geneva this October, where negotiations will 
begin on the framework convention on tobacco control, the first international health treaty sought 
by the WHO. The Administration is committed to securing a strong, effective, ratifiable 
agreement that helps national governments take coordinated steps to -reduce the harmful effects 
of tobacco use. 

6. Education - - Kansas State School Board Elections: In a Republican primary on Tuesday, 
voters in Kansas ousted three of four conservative members seeking re-election to the state 
school board, all of whom had supported the decision to remove human evolution from the state 
science standards a year ago. Three moderates who pledged to return evolution to the standards 
won the primary, and will be running in November against Democrats who hold similar positions 
on this issue. While last year's 6-4 state school board vote did not prohibit the teaching of 
evolution, it removed evolution and the Big Bang theory from state assessments, and was seen as 
a major victory for advocates of creationism. 
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1. Youth Violence FBI Monograph: On WcdncKkHy, the FBI released a mono^nipu 
presenting a systematic procedure for threat assesMnent and interv'enti.on desigrnvd to be used by 
educators, mental health pi.ofessionals and law enforcement agencies. The use of this 
assessnient.-'intervention model could help school authorities identify and deal with high-risk 
threats, and respond to less serious threats in a measure-! way. The initial press responi-e foeiKc-J 
on concerns that such a do- • ucnt would be used to profde studciits, poter'!.iii!!y stign .. '.iving 
them unfmrly. However, the docurncnt specifically disa\ovvs the usefulness of "profding" 
children. Thursday's stories reccigriiyed the FBI's intent, although some concerns confinne to 
exist. 

2. Youth Viokncc - -National Carupa'gn Event: On Thursday, you will p&rticipiiie 'w - an event 
with the National Campaign Against youth Violence (a separate briefing memo will provide 
more details). The Campaign will be launching its new PSAs as well as providing a report to the 
Board members and oilier supporters of the Campaign. 

3. Crime/Guns - - Prevcntfng Gun Sales to Unlicensed Individuuls: The ATF has nearly 
completed creation of a new system that will allow grin manufacturers and gun dealers to ensure 
that they do not transport firearms to criminals or juveniles who present fake federal firearms 
licenses in attempts to illegally acquire firearms through the mail. Current lawproi ibits gun 
manufacturers and gun dealers from mailing firearms to unlicensed mdividmOs, arid. rc<iui>c;'s 
thern to obtain a copy of a valid federal firearms license before shipment of any gun*. However, 
there is currently no way for them to ensure the valid it} of those licenses without a phone cm1 to 



1 - n-oO 

the ATF. This new system will create a new, easily accessed ATF website where the validity of 
licenses may be checked online. The system was created in response to the recent attempt by-
two New Jersey teenagers to order guns over the Internet and have them shipped to their home 
using a fake federal firearms license. Their attempt was prevented by a UPS worker who 
became suspicious of the shipment when he realized that the recipients were underage. We ar e 
currently working with Treasury on a possible announcement of the launch of this new system. 

4. Welfare - Child Sup^mj/Fathcrhoot! Bill: Last week, the House passed the Child Support 
Distribution Act by a vote or 405-1 8. This bill, spearheaded by Representatives Nancy Johnson 
and Ben Cardin, contains child support provisions that are very similar to those proposed in your 
budget, allowing states to pass through more child support payments directly to children and 
simplify child support distribution rules. The bill also includes Fatherhood grants to 
communities. While these grants have a somewhat different focus and delivery system than your 
Fathers Work/Families Win grants, there is considerable common ground. You issued a 
statement commending the House for ibis bipartisan action and urging the Senate to take action 
before it goes home. We will work closely with all parties toward a final bill that contains the 
key elements of these bills and our proposals. 

3. Education — Secretary Riley's Back to School Speech: Secretary Riley gave his annual 
back-to-school address at the National Press Club on Thursday morning. The Secretary 
highlighted the success of your education agenda; released a report showing that your class size 
rGd^t.i.y; Mi.ti*ti.wQ^sj3gp.^fi_tg!rJ..U7,mil Uo53Js.l),iJ.cl.tPA; and echoed the legislative priorities you 
outlined on Tuesday. The main theme of Secretary Riley's speech was the importance of 
transitions in the lives of school-aged children and how parents, schools, communities, and the 
government can support all children as they go through these difficult periods. He concluded by 
announcing the creation of the Commission on the Senior Year of High School, led by Governor 
Paul Patton of Kentucky, to evaluate possibilities for helping more kids graduate f am high 
school prepared for college or the workplace 

4. Health Care - - g Home Quality Report and Legislation: Next week, you are 
tentatively scheduled to release a new HITS report assessing.our success in assuring quality care 
in nursing home settings. You will also unveil a new legislative initiative designed to provide 
further incentives for improvements in this area. The report concludes that there is significant 
progress in improving quality of care within nursing homes. It validates the importance of 
Federal nursing home standards, but wil l recommend that the Federal government do more to 
improve this record. The new, $1 billion fi ve year grant proposal provides funding to encourage . 
states to hire larger numbers of better qualified nursing home professionals; accelerate physical 
plant upgrades to ensure patient safety and quality of life; provide continuing education and 
training of nursing staff; and convert outdated nursing homes to assisted living facilities. It will 
also provide grants to states to reward nursing homes that, meet the IOM recommended staffing 
levels for registered nurses or have not had a serious standard of care violation for three to five 
years. This legislation could be integrated in any provider give-back initiative and is fully 
"funded within the pieviously non-specified portion of the Administration's $40 billion provider 
restoration initiative you unveiled earlier this year. 
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Hca'lh Care - •• Update on Bush rrcsci-iptlon Drug Proposa': In the aftennarh ofGovernor 
Bush's prescription drug initiative, Senator Lott and Finance Committee Chairman Roth 
indicated that they intend to have the Committee mark-up a low-income prescription drug benefit 
modeled along the lines of a portion of the Bush proposal. The Republicans are taking the 
position that the only responsible action to take this fall is to make a serious downpaymcnt on tbe 
prescription drug benefit so that those "most in need1' can receive assistance. Although at first 
glance, a low-income first approach might be attractive, close scrutiny of state experience in 
setting up and running these programs demonstrates otherwise. Such an approach will not work 
for tlie 20 million beneficiaries over 125 percent of poverty ($14,600 for a single) who woulcl be 
explicitly ineligible, but also poorly covers the target population of low-income beneficiaries. 
This is because state based programs for seniors have a notoriously poor record of covering 
eligible populations. In fact, comparable programs only cover between 15 and 45 percent of the 
eligible population. Moreover, state based programs would result in severe limits in the number 
and types of drugs covered, and would produce a large disparity amongst the states in the benefit 
offered and delivered. In addition, because Senator Roth is only dedicating $1.3 billion to this 
program in 2001, and allowing states to buy out the programs they currently have up and 
running, virtually every dollar allocated will almost inevitably be used to buy out the base. And 
finally, a Medicare drug benefit, which now covers 98 percent of all eligible seniors, could be 
implemented more quickly and effectively than 50 state based programs that the NGA is already 
on record as opposing. For these reasons, even advocates for the poor have rejected this policy. 
However, we are not taking this proposal lightly, and are working to ensure that Democrats 
(Breaux, Kerrey, and. Baucus) on the Finance Committee do not support this initiative. 

Health Care - - FEHBP premiums to increase by 10 percent next year: In the upcoming 
week, OPM will announce that for the fourth straight year, premiums within the FEHBP will 
increase by amounts that more than double Medicare growth rates / premium increases. Forty 
percent of this year's increase is atteibytsbkia-i'̂ rca^^^ The 
remainder is a combination of utilization increases, demographic changes, and tl ie new mental 
health parity provision (1.3 percent). Ironically, alth . gb FEHBP has been touted as the great 
hope for a Medicare model, Medicare growth rates have been substantially lower than FEHBP in , 
each of the last four years (see chart). OPM believes that they could do better in constraini ng x<. 
costs i ^ e y could^use sejectiy^ontracting purchasing mechanism to helg purchase paruculari 
benefits, such as dental and prescription drug b ^ of health plans 
permitted to participate jn the programthrough higher quality standards. We are working on 
legTsTatfve proposals on CapTtol Hill to do both, but have'seeh litti'e'interest by the Congress and 
the insurance industry and providers in this policy. The lack of success in constraining health . . 
care costs within FEHBP has the potential to undermine those in the Congress advocating j j 
FEHtiP type solutions for Medicare reform. 
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Health Care - - Update on Patients' Bill of Rights: Next week, you are scheduled to 
participate in a bipartisan event with several members from both houses with Families LISA. The 
advocacy organization will unveil a new electronic tote-board that updates the number of 
patients harmed by health plan actions each day the patients bill of rights fails to be enacted into 
law. 

In addition, Speaker Hastert, Congressman Norwood, and Congressman Ganske, and 
other Republicans, are working with the Senate in an attempt to attract more Republicans 
towards a Norwood-Dingell model of the Patients' Bill of Rights. As they work to develop 
compromises that could attract additional Republicans, Senator Daschle and Senator Kennedy-
are planning a floor amendment strategy to continue the pressure on the Senate to move a real 
and enforceable Patient.-'' Bill of Rights. 

Children and Families -Urbas) Insiifutc Repori on Child Care and After-Schoo!. On 
Monday, the Urban Institute will release a new report, Child Care Patterns for School-Age 
Children with Employed Mothers, as part of their comprehensive study of child care in America. 
This report finds that 4 million 6-12 year-old children with employed mothers are regularly 
without adult supervision when they are not in school and still more children are caring for 
themselves for at least part of the time they are out-of-school. The report also highlights the 
difference in child-care and after-school patterns along a variety of family characteristics, 
including income, race and ethnicity and parental work schedules, as w;ell as how arrangements 
differ from state to state. The report concluded that higher-income parents are more likely to 
rely on self-care, as are whites and parents who wotk traditional hours. The report speculated 
that this finding could be due to the fact that lower-income communities may rely more heavily 

•on relative care due to safety concerns that could deter parents from leaving their children alone. 
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FROM: Barbara Chow J e ^ n m c ? <) 

SUBJECT: DPC Weekly Report 
1. Housing — New Vouchers and Flexibility: In addition to securing 79,000 new housing 
vouchers in the VA-HUD appropriations bill, we were also able to amend the statute to 
significantly improve the local 'project-basing' option for Public Housing Authorities (PHAs). 
Project-basing permits the PHA to expand affordable housing options and improve voucher 
utilization by promising that vouchers will be available for up to 25 percent of the units in a 
building as long as the owner/developer agrees to guarantee the availability of those units for 
tenants with a voucher for 10 years. While this authority existed before, it was very difficult to 
use, failed to preserve tenant choice, and did not permit the PHA to terminate a contact when 
tenants no longer chose a particular building. The new language ensures that tenants can move 
from a project-based unit by getting the PHA's next regular Section-8 voucher. In the past, 
tenants were locked into a particular building because project-based vouchers did not have this 
'continued assistance option'. In addition, PHAs will now be able to terminate contracts with an 
owner if no tenants want to live in the building ensuring that federal dollars are not locked into a 
development that becomes undesirable for some reason. Finally, project basing can be used to 
create supportive housing arrangements like a Second Chance Home or elderly housing. 

2. Welfare - Immigrant Food Stamps and Health Insurance: On Monday, you released a 
statement for World Food Day in which you called upon Congress to enact your budget 
proposals to restore access to food stamps and health coverage for vulnerable legal immigrants. 
These changes would build on the progress made in 1997 and 1998 to fix the harsh immigrant 
provisions in the welfare reform law that had nothing to do with welfare reform. The statement 
was very well received in the religious, immigrant, and nutrition advocacy communities. 
Meanwhile, Congress passed the Agriculture appropriations bill that failed to include immigrant 
food stamp provisions. Also, after Lamar Smith and Bill Archer wrote a letter last week urging 
Hastert to reject health care restorations for legal immigrants, the Republican leadership released 
preliminary details on their partisan BBA givebacks package which excluded state options to 
extend MedicaidI and jCHIP to pregnar̂  M/ffmpn nnd i^fyldrty We will continue to fcOfk tfith the 
grBCpTand key ntetfiHeS'ofCDngress'to add these health and nutrition work supports for legal 
immigrants to any available vehicle. 
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3. Welfare - Out-of-Wedlock Births: Last week, the Centers for Disease Control released a 
report on nonmarital childbearing from 1940 to the present. While this does not contain any new 
data, it does put the encouraging trends of the past few years in context ~ after a period of 
dramatic growth from 1940 to 1990, out-of-wedlock childbearing has leveled off or slowed its 
rate of increase during the 1990s. The birth rate for unmarried women dropped 1 percent 
between 1998 and 1999, and 6 percent since its peak in 1994. While the 1999 rate (43.9 births 
per 1,000 unmarried women aged 15-44) is technically the lowest level since 1990, it is only 
slightly lower than the 1997 birth rate due to an upward blip in 1998. The percent of all births 
that are to unmarried women increased through the early 1990s, but has stabilized at between 32 
and 33 percent since 1994. The number of unmarried births rose slightly (averaging just over 1 
percent per year) during the 1990s, but at a much slower rate than the average annual increase of 
about 6 percent during the 80's. 

V 

4. Education — Report bolsters NBPTS: A report by the Center for Educational Research and 
Evaluation was released this week on the value of National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards (NBPTS) certification. The statistically-based study focused on two of the 16 NBPTS 
certificate areas - Early Adolescence/English Language Arts and Middle Childhood/Generalist. 
The report essentially confirms the validity of the NBPTS system as a means of assessing and 
identifying accomplished teachers, and has high praise for and the quality of teachers that 
undergo the national certification process. Secretary Riley will be addressing the annual NBPTS 

J?onference on Saturday, and will read a letter from you. The new National Board Teachers will 
Ibe announced in November. It is anticipated that this new round of certification will more than 
'double the current level of 4,804 of National Board Certified teachers across the country. 

5. Health Care - Update on the Balanced Budget Refinement Act: On Thursday, the 
Congressional Republican leadership released their Medicare / Medicaid provider and 
beneficiary refinement initiative. Despite the Administration veto threat on this legislation, it 
continued to include a significantly disproportionate allocation of resources towards HMO 
payment increases, and an insufficient investment in longstanding beneficiary and health care 
provider priorities. In fact, the legislation dedicates over a third of the $28 bijtwjuffoysar 

^pa^kpfig HMQs HpgpitP th* f<w tfiflj ff.qSe plans serve only 16 percent of tne populatior^ Just 
as troubling is the fact that it inH"^^ pn aprni]ptabmry prrrvigipnr tn rrquirr plafls tq_stay in 
^ y i r r ^ T i n l i i rTtv-" fnr Itl?"" pnyr" innn^'""' T\\n>*«ih7^ic legislation was viewed as 
unstoppable at the beginning of this week, the Democrats' embrace of the Administration's 
opposition to the current distribution of dollars has slowed the momentum towards 
Congressional passage. This may enable us to negotiate a better agreement over the weekend. 
This will only happen if the Congressional leadership chooses to engage in a meaningful 
negotiation and take the position that it is in their best interests to pass a bill that is certain to t] 
enacted. If they do, our top priorities will be to increase teaching academic health centers, 
hospital, and home health payment rates, and key beneficiary improvement provisions. Such 
provisions include Medicaid coverage for legal immigrant children and pregnant women, full 
funding of the Ricky Ray trust fund, expanding the homebound definition for home health care 
services so that individuals with disabilities do not lose their eligibility if they leave their homes, 
immediate Medicare coverage of individuals with Lou Gehrig's disease (Lois Capps' highest 1 / 
priority), funding for the Grassely-Kennedy Family Opportunity Act, which provides a new 
Medicaid option for children with disabilities, and waiving cost sharing requirements for 



Medicare preventive services. We will advocate for at least partially offsetting the cost of these 
initiatives by reducing the excessive HMO payment increases. However, in addition to 
advocating for the elimination of expensive and unnecessary provisions, we will almost 
inevitably have to insist on more funds to finance our priorities - approximately S35 to $40 
billion over five years. Speaker Hastert may be an advocate in this regard, as he requires 
significant additional Medicaid investments to help pay for a fund to ease the transition to our 
new UPL policy for states and hospitals. 

^il^ren and Families -- Early Learning Opportunities Act: Senators Stevens and 
Kennedy have agreed with Representative Goodling to attach a five year authorization of S. 
2866, the Early Learning Opportunities Act to the Labor-H appropriations bill. The bipartisan 
Early Learning Opportunities Act, introduced in July of 2000, is a direct successor to the 
Administration's Early Learning Fund proposed as part of your Child Care initiative in the 1998 
State of the Union. This bill would allow the Secretary of HHS to award grants to States, who in 
turn would award grants to local collaborative early learning councils, for the purposes of 
improving the quality of child care and providing quality early learning opportunities to children 
under five year of age. 

7. E8uctti( 

c 

tion — Pennsylvania First State Approved for Ed Flex: As you know, the Education 
Flexibility Partnership Act (Ed Flex) was enacted last year, with eligibility dependent upon states 
having their standards, assessments, and accountability mechanisms in place in line with the 
Title I requirements. Pennsylvania is the first state that has been approved for Ed Flex, though 
eight others have applied, and three of the states that participated in the 12-state Ed Flex 
Demonstration are anticipated to apply soon because their Ed Flex status has expired. Under Ed 
Flex, Pennsylvania now has the authority to exempt local school districts from certain statutory 
and regulatory requirements under ESEA; in exchange, the schools must demonstrate that they 

ill improve student achievement. The state has already approved one district for the program. 

8. Education -GAO Report on Funds for Construction, Including Charter Schools: The 
GAO released a report requested by Rep. Goodling a week ago that details the difficulties charter 
schools encounter in accessing funds for construction and facilities. It suggests options such as 
grants, direct loans, loan guarantees, loan pools, and tax-exempt bonds and tax credits that the 
federal government could utilize if it were to take on a greater role in financing charter school 
facilities. The report also concludes that "increased federal assistance would change the nature 
of the federal government's relationship with traditional and charter schools as well as with the 
local and state governments that are primarily responsible for purchasing, constructing, 
renovating and leasing school buildings." The report projects that it would cost $112 billion to 
bring school buildings nationwide up to par (the Department estimates the cost at $127 billion). 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON COpi<-Cj 

September 28, 2000 fdclcS (he, 

rorWi MEMORANDUM TO TNE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Barbara Chow 

SUBJECT: DPC Weekly Report 

1, Drunk Driving -.08 BAC: The Transportation conference did not meet this week, 
but is expected to convene Monday. Chainnan Wolf is expected to offer a compromise 
on the .08 BAC issue. The original Lautenberg measure would give states three years to 
adopt .08 BAC, with failure to do so resulting in a 10% loss in federal highway funds and 
5% each year thereafter. We understand that the Wolf compromise would create a 
growing sanction for failure to adopt fhe .08 standard, starting at 2%, and steadily 
increasing to an 8% loss of highway funds. Currently, 18 states, D.C. and Puerto Rico 
have .08 BAC as their impaired driving standard. Of the remaining states, 30 have .10 
BAC as their impaired driving standard and two states (MA, SC) do not have a set BAC 
level (a "per se standard") at which someone is considered too impaired to drive. We are 
continuing to work closely with the Chief of Staff, OVP, Legislative Affairs and OMB on 
targeted^outreach. On Friday, MADD President Millie Webb - who lost her daughter and 
nephew and suffered severe bums in a crash involving a .08 BAC driver - asked us to 
convey her personal thanks to you for your ongoing support and your Thursday .08 BAC 
remarks. 

2. Guns - - Report on Gun Injuries: On October 8, the Department of Justice's Bureau 
of Justice Statistics is planning to release a Gun Injury Report, which includes the total 
number of nonfatal gunshot injuries and firearm-related deaths from 1993 to 1997. The 
report includes data showing the number of shootings that were the result of an assault, 
suicide, homicide, or accident Key findings from the report include: (1) the number of 
£iinnhnt ivnnndn frnm mnmr̂ i trirtTii in hTr ;* r t l rmf rp^y ™™TIS f e t 1 3 9 0 { o : (?) 
hnmicides cnmmitted wi th a f^pami fell ?q%: (3) 80% o f a l l crime-related gunshot 
victims were male, almost half were black males and about one quarter were black males 
ages 18 to 24; (4) over half of the victims of nonfatal gunshot wounds from crime were 
younger than 25; and (5) 28% of all violent victimizations were committed with a 
firearm. 
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- Immigrant Access to Benefits: The Administration has taken two recent 
actions to reduce unnecessary collection and reporting of immigration and Social 
Security number (SSN) information related to immigrant benefits. Last week, five 
agencies issued a notice that a very rigorous standard of "knowledge" would have to be 
met before triggering the provision in the welfare reform act requiring agencies to report 
immigrants they know to be undocumented. This notice follows guidance issued the 
week before, clarifying that states have flexibility to design their application forms and 
procedures so that questions about the immigration status and SSN of non-applicant 
family members does not deter eligible family members in a mixed-status household 
from applying for benefits, While the agencies have and will continue to actively reach 
out to immigrant groups, advocates, and state officials on these matters, we opted for a 
low-key rollout to avoid Congressional backlash. 

4. Welfare - - Food Stamps: In your FY 2001 budget, you proposed to make it easier for 
low-income working families to own vehicles and receive food stamps, as well as to 
restore fo^d stamp eligibility to about 165,000 legal immigrants by 2005. We have been 
pursuing a number of avenues to get these items considered in final negotiations. In 
addition, we have been preparing for a possible event on October 4 where you could 

« ^ X announce new food coupons for approximately 500,000 senior citizens to exchange for 
>/VlYresh produce at farmers markets, roadside stands, and community-supported farms. At 

mhe event you could also announce other efforts to reduce domestic hunger and call on 
Congress to adopt your food stamp initiatives. 

5. Education - - Glenn Commission Report: The National Commission on 
Mathematics and Science Teaching for the 21 s t Century, chaired by Senator John Glenn, 
issued a report on Wednesday examining the current state of math and science education. 
Specifically, the report recommends state, district and school level assessments of what 
teachers need to deliver high-quality math and science education; professional 
development aligned to meet those needs; reward and incentive programs for exemplary 
teaching; recruitment and retention efforts to bring more high-quality people into the 
classroom; and improved support for teachers including higher salaries. The report 
recommends an annual investment of $5 billion, with every dollar of state funds matched 
by two dollars on federal funds, to accomplish this elfort 

6. Education - - Cincinnati Merit Pay Program: Cincinnati has become what is 
believed to be the first public school district in the country to scrap its traditional teacher 
salary structure and replace it with a schedule that bases pay on classroom performance. 
In a 54%-46% vote, the Cincinnati Federation of Teachers approved the plan, which will 
be implemented in the 2002-2003 school year. Unlike plans in some districts and states, 
the Cincinnati model does not link teacher pay to student test performance. Instead, it 
increases pay for educators who meet teaching goals set by the district. The hallmark of 
the plan is the creation of five career categories. Beginning teachers will be labeled 
"apprentices" and can progress through the system to become "novice," "career," 
"advanced," and "accomplished" educators, provided they meet the district goals. 
Frequent, in-depth evaluations administered by a principal and a consulting teacher will 
determine whether teachers advance in the career categories, stay in the same categories, 
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or slide back into a lower one. In addition to classroom observations, teachers will be 
required to submit portfolios that include logs of parent contacts, sample lesson plans and 
student work, a list of professional development activities, and a grade book. 

v. v 
V/ 

. Children and Families - - Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization 
AW A): On'Tuesday, after your event in New Mexico, highlighting the importance of 

AWA programs, the House overwhelmingly voted to reauthorize VAWA 415-3. The 
next day, you sent a letter to the Senate, urging immediate consideration of freestanding 
VAWA, before its authorization expires on September 30. Senator Lott, however, has 
signaled that he plans to use VAWA as a "sweetener" to pass other legislation, including 
possibly bankruptcy reform. Women's groups are sending the message that VAWA 
should not be added to legislation that is harmful to women. 

8, Health Care - - Update on Reallocation of CHIP Funds: After reading reports that 
40 states are scheduled to lose the unspent portion of their 1998 CHIP funds, you asked 
whether we should take a position that would allow these states to keep a portion of their 
unspent funds. Obviously, this would have the impact of reducing the scheduled 
redistribution of CHIP funds to the 10 states that have spent their entire 1998 allotment. 
They will likely argue such an action would effectively reward states that have been slow 
to implement the program. From a pure policy perspective, we believe it would be 
advisable to allow states that have not spent all their money to retain a portion of their 
funds, a&Jwe do nnt want Thf"" ^ t " " *n h-"- -"y "]"»•"•" ̂  ™* ^^yinp nprprpsgivply to 
implement their programs. In "^jjirm tfatfc v,<""» TTIt fl'l their funds would still 
rerpivf an ingTrfl"" ™ t h p W fll'ntment - just not as large as it would have otherwise been. 
However, we expect that the Congress will come to a consensus on what the formula for 
such a redistribution should be. In fact, earlier this week, the Commerce Committee 
marked up a compromise that allows the states that have not spent their entire allotments 
to keep approximately 60 percent of the $2 billion in unspent funds. The remaining $700 
million would be divided amongst the 10 states (including NY) that have spent their 
entire 1998 allotments. We would advise that IfflS provide technical assistance to the 
states, with an acknowledgement that there should probably be a reallocation of do! 
but that the principle of rewarding "good states" should not be significantly unde: 
Within that construct, we would strongly recommend that we not specify the percentagi 
split, but instead defer to the legislative process, 


