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• ( The C.Everett 

Koop Institute 
al D A R T M O U T H 

C. Evcrcti Koop, M.D., Sc.D. 
Senior Scholcr 

February 3, 2000 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to seek your assistance in moving forward an important project for the 
nation and the District of Columbia - the creation of a National Health Museum at 2"" 
and C Streets, SW. As you may know, the National Health Museum has offered to 
purchase this site, which is to be vacated by the FDA in 2001, from the federal 
government at fair market value. 

The American people deserve to have this important site made available for their benefit 
and use. As chainnan of the board of this non-profit organization, it has been a long-held 
vision that such a museum will play an important role in providing mformation and 
inspiration for healthy living. With over $500 billion spent each year to treat preventable 
injuries and disease, we beheve unequivocally that the National Health Museum will 
provide returns to the American people that are beyond the imagination. 

The proposal for designating the property for sale to the Museum has gained widespread 
support, with legislation introduced in both the Senate and the House by a strong 
bipartisan coalition of Congressional leaders. Here in the District, Mayor Anthony 
Williams and the Council of the District of Columbia have formally endorsed locating ihe 
Museum at this site. Both the National Capital Planning Commission and the 
Commission of Fine Arts have expressed support. The General Services Administration 
has indicated publicly that it will not oppose the sale of the property for the purpose of 
the National Health Museum. 

It is our understanding that the Office of Management and Budget may be reluctant to 
support the sale of this property to the Museum. It is for this reason that 1 am seeking 
your assistance. 

Hanover, New Hampshire 03755-3862 
Tel. 603«65tH450 Fax f303'650-1452 
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When she spoke at a celebration for the National Health Museum hosted by dozens of 
members of the House and Senate, the First Lady eloquently explained that "The 
National Health Museum will be an inspiration to all of us... a place where we can honor 
the past and imagine the future." 

Mr. President, your support of this initiative is consistent with your leadership in health 
and addressing the health concerns of America. I hope that you will do all that you can to 
help create a legacy for our children and for generations of Americans to come. The 
most important thing you could do right now is be sure OMB is on board about the site-

Sincere^ yours. 

C. Everett Koop, M.D., Sc.D. 
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