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Human Services agenéy hires
lobbying firm in U.S. capital

MICHAEL ROWETT
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

The state Department of Human Services will spend up to $66,500 over
the next six months to pay a Washington firm to lobby for the
department's interests in the nation's capital.

Department Director Kurt Knickrehm said Wednesday that he decided
such representation was needed in the wake of cuts in federal funding

incurred by the department and the department's ongeingdi ents
with the Clinton administration over t ations of the state's AR
First Medicaid program.

The contract with Jay Grant & Associates of Washington begins April
21 and ends Oct. 31. Whilc the agreement is specifically with the
department, any other state agency also can use the firm's services,
Knickrehm said. The contract is capped at $66,500.

The contract's purpose, according to a description provided Wednesday
to legislators, is to "Provide representation on behalf of the state of
Arkansas before Congress, the administration, federal regulatory
agencies, coalitions and related activities on federal issues including bills,
hearings and scheduled congressional action."

Knickrehm said it's not that the state's six-member congressional
delegation isn't doing its job. It's that it may be more cost-effective to

From Page

Nation-World employ a Jobbying firm than for department officials to fly to Washington
S Lot to press their point in person with federal bureaucrats.

Spars ."A lot of states have lobbying offices up there; we don't,” Knickrehm
Features. Syl said. "We need someone to open doors for us and let us know when
C\';}:"':g e there's a monetary issue that's going to affect us.”

Husiness Matters Knickrehm cited the state's recent loss of $6 million in Social Services
Niess & Tech Block Grant funds and continued uncertainty over whether the U.S.

Movies & Diniag Health Care Financing Administration will let the state continue to

Photo Gallery operate the ARKids Medicaid program as it does now.

paets) Links The agency asserts that the state is violating the terms of the waiver
f?{flf_ii:ff@ that allowed it to set up ARKids by enrolling children eligible for the

more generous general Medicaid program into ARKids Medicaid, which

http://www.ardemgaz.com/search%5Ftoday/ark/b6ydhs 1 3.html 04/13/2000
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WYOTE Generous generarivedienic stam. into-AR¥Ktds-Medicafll, which
has lesser benefits and requires a co-payment.

State officials, including Knickrehm, state Medicaid Director Ray
Hanley and Gov. Mike Huckabee, insist that parents should be given the
choice of participating in ARKids to show that they want to contribute to
their children's health care.

The issue has been in limbo for more than six months, and the state has
received no indication of how or when the federal government will make
its decision, Knickrehm said.

As a compromise, the state has offered to establish a common
application for general Medicaid and ARKids Medicaid and otherwise
simplify the procedures to qualify for general Medicaid, which are much
more complicated than those for ARKids.

¢ Weather

This article was published on Thursday, April 13, 2000
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BLANCHE LAMBERT LINCOLN COMMITTEES:
ARKANSAS AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY
> ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SPECIAL COMMH;'TEEV.ON AGING

359 DIRKSEN BUILDING

TELEPHONE: (202) 224-4843 qanltﬁd %[g[[ﬁ %E“ﬂt[

e-mail: Blanche_Lincoln@Lincoln.Senate.Gov WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 26, 1999

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to voice my concern about the directive that the Health Care Finance
-.... Agency (HCFA).sent to the Arkansas Department of Health and Human Services regarding its
ARKds First health care program for low-income children. '

Since the inception of ARKids First, approximately 45,000 out of 110,000 eligible
children have been enrolled in'the program and are receiving health care benefits. Arkansas has
been more aggressive than many states in enrolling children in its Children’s Health Insurance
Program. The key to ARKids First success is its “user friendly” design.

I commend state leaders and Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families for working
“together to design ARKids First which provides primary and preventive medical care to children
of poor, working families. Thanks to ARKids First, these children now have access to a broad
range of medical services that are virtually identical to what is offered under Medicaid. While I
am proud of the ARKids First program, I believe that the initiative can be improved and efforts
should be made to integrate ARKids First and Medicaid into a “seamless’ health care program
for low-income children.

Mr. President, I know you share my belief that there is no greater national priority than
providing health care coverage to the uninsured -- particularly children. To expedite the _
enrollment of children under state CHIP. programs, I recently introduced The Improved Maternal
and Children’s Health Coverage Act. We must remove barriérs to enrollment for eligible
families. ' ' '

It is my understanding that HCFA will soon begin negotiations with the Arkansas -
Department of Health and Human Services to resolve their disagreements over ARKids First. It
is clear that we need your leadership, Mr. President, in trying to help these two agencies find a
reasonable compromise. No matter how long negotiations take or what the outcome, I firmly
‘hope that no child currently enrolled in ARKids First loses his or her health care coverage over
this statutory dispute. '



Thank you for your commitment to the health of all children in Arkansas.

Sincerely,

[t B s,

Blanche L. Lincoln

BLL/ed
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Thank you for your commitment to the health of all children in Arkansas.
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(e B Cceotn.

Blanche L. Lincoln

BLL/ed
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The Vaice for Health Care Consumers

October 28, 1999

The Honorable Donna Shalala

Secretary

Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala,

I write to thank you for the Department’s decision to require the state of Arkansas to
eoroll Medicaid eligible children in the Medicaid program and not in the ARKids
expansion. We believe that your decision is both the correct legal interpretation and in
the best interest of poor families with children.

It is our understanding the Arkansas received a waiver from HCFA. in 1997 to cover
children who are not otherwise eligible for Medicaid and whose income is below 200%
of poverty. Now Arkansas wants to convert ARKids into a CHIP program. The Medicaid
program guarantees poor children the right to a comprehensive benefits package with
minimal cost sharing. ARKids expansion provides fewer benefits at a greater cost to
those families who are enrolled in it. By enrolling Medicaid eligible kids in the ARKids
program, whether it is converted into a CHIP program or not, these children and their
families are paying more money for fewer benefits than they are entitled to under federal
law. In fact we believe that the cost-sharing in the ARKids program is too high and will
deter the use of needed services for ARKids eligible families that fall between 100 and

200% of the poverty line — let alone families that fall below the poverty line and are
ehigible for Medicaid.

Converting ARKids into a CHIP program raises additional problems. Allowing Arkansas
to enroll Medicaid kids in ARKids clearly violates Congressional intent that incorporated
the “screen and enrol}” provision in the CHIP statute. Congress included this provision,
which requires states to enroll kids in the appropriate program, to prevent states from
gaming the syster in two ways. First, states receive more federal matching dollars for
CHIP kids than regular Medicaid kids. Second, allowing states to enroll children in the
CHIP program erroneously erodes and may eliminate the guarantee of health coverage
that poor children currently have under the Medicaid program. Ifa state electsto do a

1334 G Street, NW = Washington, DC 20005 = 202-628-3030 = Fax 202-347-2417
E-Mail: info@familiesusa.org o Web site: www.familiesusa.org
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scparate state program under CHIP, there is no guarantee of coverage if a child meets
eligibility criteria because there is no entitlement. Indeed, Florida already has a waiting
list of 19,000 children for its separate state CHIP program.

We are aware that Governor Huckabee has claimed that the federal government 1s
preventing him from providing children with needed health coverage because families
refuse to enroll in regular Medicaid. If this is the case, the Govemnor has only himself to
blame. Our analysis of the ARKids program shows that the state makes it far more
difficult and burdensome for families to enroll their children in Medicaid than ARKids.
For example, Arkansas is one of a minority of states that still requires an assets test for
Medicaid — yet families applying for ARKids are not required to pass such a test even
though they are likely to have more asscts. In addition, Arkansas requires a face-to-face
interview prior to Medicaid enrollment while familics may submit their ARKids
application by mail. In its marketing and enrollment practices, the state has gone out of
its way to make ARKids attractive and reinforce negative perceptions about Medicaid
Virtually all of the family-friendly policics that the state has implemented in its ARKids
program could be applied to the Medicaid program as well, but the Governor has chosen
not to.

Again we strongly support your decision to deny the state of Arkansas’ request and
believe that to do otherwise would be both unlawful and seriously harmful to poor
families with children.

Yours sincercly

K Qo\\ e
K‘}“ b/bu)

Ronald F. Pollack
Executive Director
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October 19, 1999
To: Chris Jennings, The White House
From: Ray Hanjey

Re: More Thoughts on Negative ARKids Impact Letter

Chuis, thanks for call back t'rus mommg, hopc to finish the convcrsanon before today is \X\g

out, call me on cell phODC PG/(b)(S) {or office, 682-8292.
Ceo\ | :

In reading the HCFA letter again I'm struck by the phrase we can’t enroll anybody in \ ,
ARXids who is eligible for Medicaid. Obviously no one is determined “eligible” unless

they make the application and pass the family income, asset limitations, and any other %
{

categorical requirements.

Based on the mailed in ARKids applications, based only on income limits to 200% of [f
poverty (no assets test as with regular Medicaid) it cannot be determined whether or not

the person, child in this case, qualifies for Medicaid. The staff screening the applications

approves any eligible for ARKids (below 200% poverty. They go a step beyond for those

whose incomes appear to make them possibly eligible for the regular Medicaid program.

The amtached letter is sent to these families, you will note it very clearly advises them that
they might qualify for a category of Medicaid with more benefits and no cost sharing.
The letter encloses a Medicaid application and instructions on what to do with it should
they wish to take this option. Some chose to exercise that choice, many don’t. The point
. is we allow the families to make an informed choice. The practice of sending this letter
was worked in the early weeks of the program some two years ago to satisfy HCFA
Concerns.

The procesc of allowing families to exercise free choice of which program serves their
children has been in place, with HCFA's full knowledge for more than two years now.
The results of ARKids First are very impressive, we have very high levels of satisfaction
among the families based on documented surveys—and most important the program has
served more than 50,000 kids since it’s inception, current enrollment has passed 45,000.
Few states can demonstrate our track record at getting uninsured kids into comprehensive
health coverage.

To adopt the restrictions on families right to choose to apply or not to apply for the
regular Medicaid program expressed in the HCFA Jetter will result in more, not fewer,
uninsured children in Arkansas. Surely we can work together to rescind this letter in
light of the success of ARKids. :

I look forward to talking with you later today.

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

TA AT ce ET 1N JETTZ70QTNC- YP TOT 1on SNATATINTA S



If you are interested in checking on your eligibility for this type of
Medicaid coverage, you need to complete the attached application form
and submit it to your local Department of Human Services office. If you
- choose to apply for these services, Your ARKids coverage will be in effect
until such time as you are approved in another category.

. If you have any problems or question, you may contact me at 501-682-6600
or toll free at 1-888-543-7890.

Sincerely,

Family Support Specialist

ECa R co-T cc €T 21N 1ICTTZO00TNC - XP TNT 410 SNOTATINTA QLT



Attachment $1
(2-99)

Date

Name
Address

Dear

J

We have received your application for ARKids First and it has been
approved. However, it appears that you might be eligible in a Medicaid

category that does not require you to pay a co-payment or a deductible, and
offers a broader range of Medicaid coverage.

Listed below are examples of services covered by Medicaid that are not
covered in the ARKids First program.

Developmental Day Treatment Clinic Services

Domiciliary Care

Hearing Aids (subject to a benefit limit)

Hospice

Inpatient Psychiatrie Services for Under Age 21

Non-Emergency Transportation

Occupational and Physical Therapies _
Private Duty Nursing Services (if medically necessary, subject to benefit
limits)

Rehabilitative Services for Persons with Physicai Disabilities

Targeted Case Management

Ventilator Services

~N AT e &T 17N JETT70QTNC XP J AT 140 SNATATINT OLKT
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From' Dawd Olwe
Sent: Monday, Octaber 25, 1999 4:57 PM
Ta: Fry, Ed

Subject: FW: Gov. Huckabee's statament

NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF GOV. MIKE HUCKABEE
STATE OF ARKANSAS.

State Capital

Litle

Recek, AR 72201

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MQRE INFORMATION, CONTACT: .
Rex Nelson, Director of Communicatians
(501) 682-3606 Fax (501) 682-2614

Jim Harris, Director of Press

Qperations

{501) 682-3508 Fax (501) 682-2614

Little Rock-Oct. 25--This is a statement by Gov. Mike Huckabee regarding
the threat to the ARKids First program:

"For more than elght years, | have resisted pressure 10 be apenly

critical of President Clinton even though there have been many people in
the media and various pomicai circles who have urged me to do so. In
1992, | even resisted pressure from the Republican National Committee to
use my speech at the Republican convention to engage in Clinton bashing.
"I've been quiet for the seven years of his presidency, although many

policy decisions and personal events have afforded ample opportunity to be
harshly critical. | can no longer remain silent. This is not about my

ap—

polfitical future. {t's not about palitics at ail. It's about the children

of owur state, and I will not sit idly by while the administration threatens

the ARKids First program, which has been among the most successful
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health-care iniliatives in the nation in enrolling uninsured children.

"When Bill Clinton was governor and left Arkansas for Washington,

there were at least 110,000 children without any heaith care in this state,
There were 21,164 adulls and 52,104 children on welfare, Mr. Clinton was
elected president afler saying he Wanted te end welfare as we know it and
give children access to health care.

"We have dons that in Arkansas, Mr. President. When | became governar,

| did what Washington hasn't done much of. | worked with Democrats and .
Republicans on a bipartisan basis to move people from welfare to work, and
| personally committed te do all | could io give the children of aur state

a fighting chance for a good life by helping their parents provide th.em

with access to health care. Since 1997, the ARKIds First program has
insured almost 55,000 kids, and we've seen the welfare rolls reduced from
26,588 cases ta 12,028 cases. We have reduced the welfare caseload by
14,560 families in the almost seven years since Mr. Clinton left the state,
We have done our part. Why should we ga back now and say personal
responsibility is a bad thing?

"Earlier ioday, Democratic Sen. Mike Beebe of Searcy, who helped me

launch the ARKids First program by shepherding the legislation in 1997,
affirmed his commitment to ARKids First. He would have been here with me
today except for a previous speaking engagement.

"Tha federa) government has told us we must force parents to put their

kids on welfare instead of allowing them to choose the personal
responsibility required by ARKids First. Placing children on Medicaid means
parents will have to go to a Department of Hurnan Sendces office, fill out
pages of paperwork and be placed on a walting list. The ARKids First
enrollment process consists of a toll-free telaphone call and virtually

instant coverage,
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"We want to knaw why the administration is afraid to empower the

barents of Arkansas to make decisions about their children? Why force
families onto welfare when we've worked so hard o get them off? Why make
families wade through red tape when we have made it simple to insure their
kids? Why jeapardize the healih of the children of working parents when
we've worked so hard to make this program a national modej?

"We ask the people of Arkansas to call and write the White House and

o ———

ask the presidemt to please help the children of his home state. Please

pull the federal bureaucrats off the backs'of working fammes_._ Demand that

these pencil pushers get a dose of realty and not risk the future of

Arkansas children by forcing proud Arkansas parents to go back on weifare

when they've worked so hard ta get off.

"We are lying a yellow ribbon around this bust 1oday to symbaelize our

hope that Mr. Clinton will remember the pecple here who didn't forget or

abandon him during the test and worst of times. In speeches to children in
schools across this state, | have stated that while | differed with Mr.
Clinton an many issusgs, | respected that someone from my hormnetown and my

— .

home state could become prasident, We ask the president to now help us

¥ resolve this lssue."

o

-e30--
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From Dawd Ohva
Sent: Monday, Oclober 25, 1998 4:57 PM

To: Fry, Ed

Subject: FW: Gov. Huckabee responds to threat

NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF GOV. MIKE HUCKABEE
STATE OF ARKANSAS

State Capital

Litlle

Rock, AR 72201 _

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT.:
Rex Nelson, Director of Communications
(501) 682-3606 Fax (501) 682-2614

Jim Harrls, Director of Press

Operations

(501) 682-35D08 Fax (501) 682-2614

Little Rock-Oct. 25~Gov. Mike Huckabee sald Monday that a decision made

by the federal Health Care Financing Administration seriously threatens the

future of the ARKIds First pragram. HCFA has ruled that children who

ofherwise would be eligible for Medicald may not enroll in ARKIds First.

Huckabee said pleas to President Clintan to intervene have gone

unanswered.

"For years, the Clinton administration has been talking about ihe

personal responsibility involved in moving from welfare to wark," the

governor said. "Personal responsibility is what ARKids First is ail about,

The program has been embraced by Arkansas families who want to take

personal responsibility by making a small co-payment and accepting a mare

streamlined plan than traditional Medicaid. These families sheuld be

applauded rather than punished for making this choice."

The gavemor said the conceplt of the ARKids First program has been

enthusiastically received by warking families who have too much income for

Medicaid eligibility but not enough for private insurance coverage for

their children. He said a number of families wha would ke eligible for

Medicaid, however, would never go through the process of applying. ARKids

First should be an aption for these familles, the gavernor said.

*They view Med|caid as welfare, and a lot of Arkansas people are too

proud {o go into a government office and fill out the required forms,”

Huckabee said. "They will, though, call a toll-free number and get on

ARKids First, which Is an insurance program rather than a welfare program

because of the required co-payments. The bureaugrats in Washingten seem to

think this creates an unnecessary choice between Medicald and ARKids First.

But they don't understand the stubborn pride of Arkansans. What it does is

create a choice between ARKids First and no health coverage at all for many
- Arkansas children. The gaal Is to make sure children are insured, and we

are doing that in Arkansas, |f the Clinton administration does not reverse

this decision, { can guarantee you thousands of our state’s children will
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lose their heahth insurance coverage."

More than 45,000 Arkansas children currently are enrclled in the

ARKids First program. Since the program began in Septembar 1987, mors than

55,000 children have enrolled. All families who are considering ARKids

First enroliment have been informed thay mighl be seligible for greater

Medicaid benefits with no co-payments required. Many of them still have

opted for ARKIids First.

"This &5 about empowering warking families,” Huckabee said, "They

should have the powerto make choices when & comes 1o insuring their

children. If the Clinton administration opts to prohibit Arkansas families

from making this choice, we are going to see a significant increase in the

number of upinsured children. All of the Clinton administration’s rhetoric

about wanting fo insure children and wanting to give states fiexbility

will prove to be just so much hot air, Forcing families who have never been

a part of a welfare program to enroll will simply drive them away. | can

see how a bureaucrat working i some office building In Washingtan would
" not undecstand that. But | think the president, who was governor of this

siate for a dozen years, should understand the consequences of this

decision.

"ARKids First has been a national role model for children's insurance

programs. It is an unqualified success. For the Clinfon administration to

cripple it now would be a tragedy and would contradict the administration's

stated goals for children's health insurance programs.”

—30-
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'Huckabee Iobb|e~

! ' Bizabeth Caldweil
D News Unle Rock Burezu

.I LITTLE ROCK — Gov. Mike
Huckabee vowed Monday to contin-
e allowing children of welfare-eli-
glble parents to participate in a
staterun Insurance program,
(espite a federa) directive to do oth-

Huckabee and President Clinton
by telephone Monday about
federal regulations that threaten
the future of ARKide First, the

state’s Medicaid-funded insurance
- at the Governor's Mansion.

program for children,

Z The federal Health Care Financ- -

lng- Administration has told state
officials to stop enralling Medlcaid-
ellgible children in the program.
:"'In a Jetter dated last week, HCFA
wmte the strte Dspartment of
Human Services that the state was
grantad authority to serve only chil-
dren who are not eligible for Medic-
ajd Under the lam Medicaid-eligi-

ble children are required to be’

enrolled in Medicald, the kmzr sajid.

Huckabee said Clinton could
‘direct HCFA to grant the state a
walver

“We're going to continue the pro-

gram, ard the only way they can
actualty stop it at this point is they'll -
sl have to quit paying the checks,” -

Huckabee said.
Huockabee sald, If the checks
stap, “ARKids is dead. The day that

happens, we uninsure the chil
‘dren.” :

Huckabee said that he had jost
gotten aff the telephone with Clin-
ton'prior toa § pm. news conferenoe

“He i3 aware that this §s a suc-

cessful ' Huckabee said of
the president. “He does not want te
see klds cut off” - .
. Huckabes said many A:kansans
will choose to go without ocoverage
rather than be forved to switch to
Medicald.

The legislature adopted the $44-
million ARKids First program in
1997 and expanded it this year, after
the Huckahee administration

assured lawmalkers t
from below-projectes
since 1997 would mone
any oost Increase fron
ston. :

. Under ARKids First,
a small deductible and .
for a limited health :
their children that
much less coverage thas
through Medicaid.

[n a lefter dated Oc
officer Devid S. Cade to
DHS officials the ag
work with them in the
procedures assoclated
ing ARKids First He al
talk about ways to mal
maore attracthe to appll

HCFA spokesman '
sald the agency ap|

‘ARKid« First naiver to

children in Arkansas t
insurance coverage. Tl
made chllidren in famili
up to 200 percent of -
level eligible.

- ButFlavin s.aid the %

Fayettevx]le planners revoke |

Charlie Alson
The Moming News

Patrons of Millenninm 2000 won't be
dancmg the night away on New Year's Eve.

““The Favetteville Planning Commission
wént up and down Monday evening. like the
heavily intoned frequency of a bass line,
while it-considered whether 10 revoke a
gance-hall permit for Millennium 2000, &

ers oonsidered a bevy al motions, bwioce vot-
ing on whether to revoke the permit.

The first vote to revoke went 54 agalnst
revocation. Afler more debate, however,
that same motion was reoonsidered and
passed 7-2. The revocation means that M-
lennium 2000 can no longer have dancing,
but it doesnt mean that the club, restau-
rant, darl room, sports lounge and Hog
Trough bar can't reopen.
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)AYCO. Tax breaks available

VW THE SECOND TAKE

HUCKABEE: §zys many Arkansans don't want to be foreed into welfare |

mPageA) -

which to bund a 100,000 square
tbuilding,

One site is at Emma Avenue and
niter Road in Springdale. A sec-
118 in Fayettevile along Indus-
U Boulevard, and a third site has
1 reparted also to be in Spring
X

Springdale Chamber of Com-
ree officials have said the third
+ Is on Arkansas 265 across from
Springdale afrport and a couple
slocks north of jts current facili-

Zompany officlals have said that
y . the new plant to be buik
| operating by next July * .-

The company also Is eligible for

state's Bnterprise Zone Pro-

m in Fayetteville

Sekebrede said officlals oould  ture
rounce the chosen site this weele

the land Dayco might purchase

In Fayetteville, Dayco officlals
have said they are considering the
purchase of 14 acres at $16,000 an
acre, for a tota) of $224,000.

The expansion of the road Is
expected 10 cost the city around
$225,000,

In Springdale, Dayco officials
have offered a proposal to industr}:
alcommisgion members te buy 14
acres at Monitor and Mountain
madsﬁ)rsz.uaﬂanar:'e.atotalmst
of about $350,000. :

In the proposal, hovwever, the
company has asked the city to
widen and imgrove Emma Avenue

_ and Monitor Road, fmprovements
Springdale

some officials said oould
oost between shocm and f il
lion -~ e
’Ihe companx whsch mz.uufm
carenglng  belt-tension

From PageAl

the state to ensure a seamless Aboul 45,003 . children ' are Henley sald federal u[l'iclals unts in favor of keapthﬂdlmld
process for enroliment $o It {s as enrolled Abont 30 percent to 40 per- begandlswslng!hesl eligible children tn ARKlds First

eas;toenmlllnMedlm:dasl(lsm- cent of them are Medicaid eligible, ﬂlsm \ H ™ “ want to make It very clear
ARKids Pirst said Ray Hanley medies)-services ;  loday that we have to draw a line In;

Huckehee had said one of the
problems 1s that Medicaild enroll-
ment is a complicated pracess that
requires a parent to take off work to
vislt a state offies, fily out papers

and walt several weeks [or

approval

Enrollment in ARK{ds First can
be acoomplished almost Imrmediate-
ly with a telephone call, he said.

ARKids First was approved by.

the Jegislature in 1997 to provide
health ooverage for children whose
parents could not afford health

i lnsumne but v.hosa mcome was

beyond the limits for Medicaid. Hudubee safd

directer for the state Department of.
Human Services.
Huckabee cited a recent surves

axemherlhanem'nll!nh bdicald,

leAm{fds,wh!chhasasluhaﬂ- mvmmwm !hestm,mdl

mark persona.l responsibility”  ahee said.

‘Huckabee sald he tried to com-
tact Clinton beghning Wednesday
mmﬂsopotwmeafcuntonsdus-

um'er suppuners)moweanme

'de\'krs. plans 10 employ 2:4peop1e
Campany officials were at a by 20m

efteville City Counci] meeting
ler this month when that ooun-

amotian to extend Indus-
| Boulsvand zbout 1,000 feet m

JEFF NIESE s be rmchedat -
jnme@nmonhmna

-y

Y FUBLIC Memnds.

Today

Washington County Planning Boa:d. mrk smlon 3:'1)5 :
um, planning office, old courthouse, Fayettevilla.

Siloam Springs Planning Commission — 4 prm., Community
3uilding. . )

F‘amtrrlllz City Councll agenda sessicn — 430pm, room
128, City Administration Bailding.

NorthWest Arkansas Community College Board of Trustees -
-5 p.m, Yhite Lecture Hall

Springdale Ordinance Commitiee — § pm., multipurpose
-vom, City Administration Bullding,

Bentan County Pinanoe Committee — 530 pm., third floar
-ounty Administration Buflding.

Springdale Street and Capital Improvement — 545 pm., muk
ipurpose room, City Administration Building.

Springdale City Council — 6 pm., Councll Chambers, City
Administration Boliding.

Springdale Finance Committee — Meeting will start 15 min-
1tes after the Clty Councl adjourns, multipurpose room, City

BUDGET: (Clinton to sign third, short-term measure keepmg agenmes open

'_ From Page A

cially after the Senate’s Oct. 13 rejection of the

. global nuclear test-han treaty-For his veto to pre-
< vafl, Clinton would have noeded one-third plus
.. one of efther the House or Senate.

Clinton told reporters he belleved he could
have won but worried that Democrats would be

=" | . artacked by the Republicans for being against
1 the defense budget that the Democratic Party

has basically pursued.”

Clinton’s signature on the h!ll avolded expos-
Ing Democrats to a traditional GOP acausation
that they are soft on defense. White House offi-

tials also hope it will sharpen attentian on Clin- -

tom’s battle with Republicans over his budget
propasals and the GOP's plan to cut federal agen-
cies' spending by 1.4 percent.

"I will not allow Congress to ralse lts owu pay
and fund its own park-barrel projects, and still
make devastating across-the-board cuts in every-

thing fram education to chlld nutrition to the

FBL" Clinton aidMonday “{ will not sign any
budget that puts special interests above the
national interest.”

At the insistence of Senate Appropriations
Committee Chairman Ted Stevens, R-Alaska,
Republicans were considering reducing the size
of the cut In agency spending to about 1 percent.

A more also 18 afoot by some rank-and-ile
Republicans 10 try to include lawmakers'
salaries in the 2cross-the-board reduction. Their
pay set to rise to $141,300 next year, currently
would not be cul, because money for thelr
salaries is not aomitrolled by the spending bills.

Bestdes bullding up equipment depleted by
the war with Yugosiavia, the defense bill would
curtafl production of the Alr Force’s F-22
“stealth” fighter and provide- billions for
weapons procurement that would be spent from
ooast to coast _

Incheded is §375 millton to begin buflding a
helieopter carrier in the home district of Senate

" be butlt by Boeing Co. In the St Loufs area, rep

Huckabee sald the state’ must

th.esaniAndtlmunelntMmd

ing the Whits House, contacting
our congressicna) delegation. And
Jet's tell them, ‘Get thess pencil
pushers off our backs, Get these
peup]euﬂthabadnofuurki "
Huckabee sal :

Mejarity Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss,, Imlndinx
electrical equipmient buflt by Pennsyivanh sub
contractors; $275 million for five F-15 fAighters to

resented by the House minority leader, Rep Dick|
Gephardt, DMo. and electronic equipment far
missile defense systems bulit in Massachusetts.

Clintan said he would slgn a thind, ghart-term.
measure Keeping agenclss open while spending!
bills are mmpleted. saying, “We are making!
m progress.” The semnd one expires F‘ﬂdav

t

Cllntonalsovemedambﬂliunmeasum
financing the departments of Commem Jus-
tlcs and State. .

That bill, which lacked most of theSl.!bllliun
Clinton requested to help communities hire’
thousands of potoe officers, Is the fhird of the 13|
mnualspendlmhﬂlsbrﬂsu]mmﬂhehasl
veloed, He hay threatened to veto two others but!
has signed eight inte law. i

ARENA:

Administration Buflding.

“Hha me st g

CRASH: Plane likely on autopilot until fuel ran ont

From Page A Botland's wife, Kate, said ehe Stewart's jet was over Galnesville,

Set apparently on autopilot, the Contacted the private jet terminal Fla, said Tony Molnaro, an FAA
phane crulsed at a statle 45,000 feet ! afterr  ad loan  spokesman in Chicagn. The jet flew
or w0, flying 1 Mmﬂesmlghtup employse who had greeted her hus-  as high as 45,000 feet and!he aew

v cmen-botr TANd 2pd panfirmad he intandad ta 254 s

wannend

Elton John to | I
perform Friday



fions for keepin: the Yospitsl ~ cause nearby residents have atart-
open: passage by Paris voters of 2~ ed choosing to use the Paris hoepf-

1-cent sales tax to fand the hospi- ~ {al rather Lham going to others.. wﬁmammmmmwnmm nmuuwuumhmuqmpo«mmmm-
fal and expanded supporl from - He zafd there were 1110 13 pa- | Tessa Weathedy, 18, ow fo swing dance dutir) a drama - a 13-y tour dmu&hstweekmfmkum

Drug Free Red Rlbbon Week

mhrmwesmlnohnomg Red Ribbon dalyhmghFﬂaay.endngmalreesod(hop

¢ -
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Area physicians in providing cov-. , - S»HOSHN,PagoSB ciass Monday moming atthe school. Baid: vished the school  sving danoing i chubs, achools and other

Agency directive may hurt

ARKids; Huckabee says

medieal exre for thousands of chil-
" dren whose parents are Joath 0 en-
urged President Clintoni to over-  roll tliem in Medicald, a health-care
rule 2 U.S. Health Care Finageing mgm associsled with welfare,
Admistration” directive™ that . beve enfolted them in the
would require the state to drop: ARKids First Medicald program. -
certain ehildren from the ARKids:: Hunekabge said he appealed [n
Pirst Medieaid program because - & telephone eall to Clinlon to stop
(hey are eligihle | fhr the genm] _du directive by the health-care
Hedicald program « " : n, which administers
In 8 news conference’ X ;:Hedacmd.pmchhﬁnmedby
front gates of the Governor's ]ﬂn- combination of mte ud fedml
tlon near a bust of Clinton, Huck-™; ) taxdollare™” ¢ /st
ahee said th directivewﬂl"xur' . lfhe can‘tpemademnlonto

the ARKids lﬁntpmmm ma:nw. Pagn 8

arcldent about 130'am Eunday. .
Gerald Hodges, director of the !
Benton- Connty Office of Famer-
gency Services, said Mondey that ©
officiels belleve the houseboat
may have contalned 30 o 50 gal- ©
Jons of gasoline. Two engines were ~
aJso slowly leaking oll, Hodgu .

Oﬁmls didnt Jmow Monday -
how much flaid hnd lesked lnlo
the water. -

The Madison (hunty chioml

Water Districl intake center near . :; o

Piney Polny, the nearest of severa]
water system intake polntx on the .

gﬂlisnotcxpechdhmh o

intake center. i it does, the :
: Sasmmsn

BY BRIAN(X)FEK-- T 01’ zn!ahon Fndu Bu! thu
ARKASSAS DEMOCIATGAZETTE - cmnmmon‘t regulations commit-
The state Pollution Control and-: " tée voted enrlfer ast week to send

Ecclogy Commission, reacting to:: hbacklomemubepuhnmof '

complainl! by an industry goup; © Ervironmental Quality.- -
will rework a proposed regulation i o The move followed cumplnmu
that would deny permlts to appli-* by the Arkansas Environmental

cants with poer ummnmen(al Federation; & group that repre-.

records. . R w1 ~ pents the interests’ of industries,
mcommiasmnwuachedulad ation is tod broad
o vole on the propased "bad ac-- _!bglmel wiq s 1991

N T

state Jaw ofien eited 2 mhmixlnx- o

the proposed regulation. The law
Is Arkensas Code 8-1-108, . ¢

Randy Thurmaz, exeeutive diy: :

rector of the federation mede 4
of 400 member companies, said be~. -
seex no reascn for the regulnﬂnn.. :
in the first place.” w-- E

“We already bave a ‘bad actor' =
Iawmtmelk "hegaid -
Fm Ll
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Atkansas Democrat ¥ Gazelle

A TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1993 ¢ 3§

Directive
[} . . "
¢ Continued from Pags \B
intervene, the state will ignore the
directive, Jeaving it to the federal
‘government to decide whether to
ggl federal funding for. ARKids

- Huckabee sald ARKids First
Yewards families who want o
stay off welfare.

. The- health-<are admimsm
“on order aims at having Medic-
Sid- -eligible children in the Hed-
‘feaid program, but Huckabee
_sajd the order mocks welfare-re-
form initietives pmbraced by
beth Clinton and Congress. As
~governor of Arkansas for 12 years
“befare he was elected president,
~Clinton  should recognize that,
“Huckabee sald.
. “These [ARKids First) families
“yiew Medicaid as welfare, and a
ot of Arkansans are too proud to
"go into A goverzment office and
fll. out the required forms"

“Huckabee said. “If the Clinton-

‘administration does ndt reverse
Lbis decision, | ¢an guariutee yo

“thousands of our state’s children |

will lose their health insurnnee
-'boverage“’ -
i “Huekabee lied lyellow nbbun

- around the butt of Clinton to sym-~. §

-bolize an uncertain future for

ARKids First. The governot said
. he would remove the ribboz only

“when the state is allowed to eon-

tigue the program la Its current
-form. : - .
kesman for (e health-
tare a ministration said Monday
‘the federal waiver thal allowed
-ARKids First to be established
‘restricted it to children whose
-families didn’t qualify for Medie-
¥id. It's agalnyt federal law for
The state to enroll Medicald-eligi- |
ble children in ARKids Flm. the -

pokesman said, : :

Huckabee and-Joe Qulnn |_

spokesman for the state De

ent of Human Serviees, sai

tale was never told it couldn't of
fer-families 2 choice between -
Medicaid and the ARKids Firgt
version of Medicafd.
¢ The federal government pro-
\1des about 75 percent of the
money for ARKids First, a3 il
does for the states other Medic-

id programs. Huckzbee ac-
owledged that a Joss of federal

‘ndlng would force the state to
andon the program.

. The Legislature, at Huckabee's
behesl, created ARKids First in
1997, The program provides med-
jeal coverage for uninsured chil-
dren; some of them in families
that earned tec much lo qualify
for Medicaid apart from ARKids

" First The state had to get & waiv-

from the health-care adminis-

‘fration {o implement the program

as an expansion of Medicald.

Arhansag D-mnaudmeEIJAHm KRAIN

Gon, Mike Huckabes rddiesses reporters Venday about the ARKids Flist hashth
nsurance plen aker draping 8 yefiow bbon atound a bust of President Cinton
7 front of the Govemor's Mansion,

Children who qualify for
ARKids First area necessarily
eligibte for other Medicaid pro-
grams. Aboul 45000 Arkansas
children are enrclled iv ARKids
FirsL, which began accepting en-
rollees in September 1997. Femi-
lies who inquire about ARKids
Firsl are told if they qualify for
Medicaid and are told they can
enroll in either program, Huck-
abee szid.

ARKids First covers children
in families who earn up to 200
percent of the federal poverty

level. That would be §33.400 pes
year for a family of four, To qual-
ify for Medicaid, the same family
of four coutd earn no more than
§22,211 annually, Quinn sajd.
Femilies of children enrolled
in Medicaid pay no premiums,
deductibles or co-payments:
ARKids First requires a co- pay-
ment of $5 ta $10 per doctar’s vis-
it and provides a less comprehen-
sive benefits package. But Huck-
sbee s2id most families would
gladly 2ccept a co-payment and
less coverage 1o avoid the sligma
associated with Medieaid, which
is provided to families on wel-

[are

The health-care admmlstn-
tian's direetive was spelled out in
an Oct. 18 letter (o Ray Hanley,
director of the state Humao Ser-
vices Department’s Division of
Medieal Services. But state offl-
cialy learned in April of ques
tions from the beslth-care admin-
istration about ARKids First en-
rollees who wonld nurmally qual-
ity for Medicaid. .

The letter. was from David
Cade, director of the health-care
udminimation’s_)ledlcald Fami-
Iy and Children’s Health Pro-
grams Group.-

€ade and Anduw Fredrick-
son, director of the administre-
tion's Dallas regional office, did
not return phone talls Monday af-
lernoon. -

A spokesmap for the ndminu-
tration in Washington, D.C., said
the terms of the #tate’s ARKids
First waiver require ol children
whose family incomes qualify
them for Medieaid to be ezrolled
in the program. That's also a re-

quirement of the original 1063 |
legislation that exacted Medicaid

into law,

Sate Sen. Mike Beebe, D~
Searcy, sponsored the legislzfion
that sel up the program. Beebe
said Monday tha! be had called
the White House earljer in the
day to register his solidarlty wilh
the governor on the issue. “Nt¥
good public policy lo let people
have a choice,” Beebe sald.

“Bringing people inlo & program | -

where there's some co-payment
— some {inancial obligation on
the part of the family — saves tax-
pavers additional doltars.” -

Dinner pays tribute
to Huckabees, raises.

=Ia
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cash for Republlcanéé

BY ROB MORITZ

ARKANSAS DEMOCNAFGAZETTE -

_ An appreciation dinner honor-
ing Gov. Mike Huckabee and his
mfe‘ Janet, on Monday night
turned out g be a Pund-raiser for
the Republican Party afterall. -
Huckebee and his wife were
each presented plagues and large  §
black hats uring the $100-
perdicket afladr at t.he Robinson
Center, Abot 500 Republicans

dressed in jeans, cowboy hats,

shirts and vests for & country and
western party theme. - y

. Country musie star Colin Raye,
anArk.msas nefive who couldn' at

tend the event, senf & purple bass .

guitar to the governor. Ray, whe
signed the guitar, often lets the
emor play bass with his band when
he performs in De Queen. - -
*It's 2 wonderful privilege serv
ing thix great state a smiling
Hurkebee told the erowd. -
'n:i’ event, urlginally lobe held
Ri¢
Hona Guand fulu in Little Rntll.
was moved to Rnbmson Center af-
ter some questioned whether it
might be a political Amd-relser. -
At first, Sheffield Nelson, formet
sizte Republicap Party chairman
and now on the partys national
commitiee, and other Republican
offiiels said It would not be. But
after It was moved to the Robinson
Center, organizers decided to try to
raise a little cash while honoring
the governor, -
*] jus thought with this many
people and this many possibllities
— the minute we got out of Ricks

Armary we're going to make some -

maney for the Republican Party,"
Nelson said.

Before the dinner, Nehon and
his wife played host to 8 small pe-
ception at their home for sboul 75
influential stats Republicans. That
event raised abovt $50,000, he said.

Chris Carnahan, executive di-
rector of he state Republican Pary

ty. said he dida't know exactly hm; )

much it cost to host the dinggr
which iacluded barbecue and all
the fixings, but the two country mu;
sic performers — John Canlee and
Darryl Singletary — charged sboul

12.,(!!) to perform, he sald: 5

gether” Nelson sald about lhe
event

*Ne just havent had, at least
from the outsiders shndpolnf, the
unity we need and I think this will
convinee everybody that m‘n i
unified party,” he gaid ,d

The states Republican dele:
tion to Washington, D.C, Sen
Hutehinson, Rep. Asa Hutch!nstm
and Rep. Jay Dickey ecould notak:
tmdthbaveﬂr,nbut m.}nh of
support e JOvernor,
him for bis initiatives duﬂuﬁg
first three years in office, P

wearing a puple jeans, cc‘im'
boy bools andlhatwdthc
15 “good for the party” ("in
“Otniously !br the Republi
Party {t means eash.” be said. "Byt
its a way for Republicans to bave a
chanee to be tnwher have 8 good
evening, fun and do wme&hmx
good for the party” -

Former Repubhm Gov. Prank
Whﬂe ‘who presented Hucksbee
with hlx o hat, pra!sad !he

"I‘h!suamueﬂ'mbyalo{of
people who really Mke what !hg
governor and Janet are doing,” he
said. “The money here will be used
by campaigns lhwllbeundby!he
campaigns zaming up next year™ ©

Janet Huckabee was pmlgﬂ
for her involvement fn volud:
teerism (hroughout the state and
for advocating issues that afféct
the youth, such as childhood im-
munieations, -

Proposal

n Continued from Pags 1B

Wi already have a ‘bad \

actor' law that spells
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To Ray Hanley

From Tim Westmor¢land

Re: Side-by-side Comparisons
October 28, 1999

Thanks for taking my call in Lake Tahoe and thanks for your help
in beginning our discussions. We think the most helpful document
you could give us to start would be one that compares the basic
Medicaid program with the ARKids Medicaid expansion program
in all aspects of application, enrollment, benefits, and cost-sharing.
(It would probably cxpedite things if you would attach any forms
or standard materials you have.)

As you suggested, we will plan to meet on the Monday before your
State Medicaid Directors’ meeting when you’re next in
Washington. I’m sure that we will talk on the phone several times
between now and then, but if you decide you want to meet in
person sooner than that, please know that I want to do whatever I
can to make this process smooth and expeditious.

Thanks again.

TMW ‘
7777
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DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE

002. fax Elaine to Chris Jennings re: phone number (partial) (1 page) 10/26/1999  P6/b(6)
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records
Domestic Policy Council
Devorah Adler

OA/Box Number: 20462

FOLDER TITLE:
ARKIDS [Folder 4]

2012-0463-S
rc716

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C, 2204(a)|
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BLANCHE LAMBERT LINCOLN COMM(TTEES:

ARKANSAS AGRICULTURE, NUTRIMION, AND FORESTRY
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

369 DIRKSEN BUILDING

TEII.EPHO.NE: (202) 224-4842 Gmnltm ﬁtﬂt% % [ﬂﬂ[l

e-mail: Blenche_Linealn@Lincaln, Senate.Gav WASHINGTON, bC 20510

October 26, 1999

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. -

‘Dear Mrt.. President:

1 am writing to voice my concern about the directivethat the Health Care Finance
Agency (HCFA) sent to the Arkansas Department of Health and Human Services regarding its
ARKids First health care program for low-income children,

Since the inception of ARKids First, approximately 45,000 out of 110,000 eligible
children have been enrolled in the program and are receiving health care benefits. Arkansas has
been more aggressive than many states in enrolling children in its Children’s Health Insurance
Program. The key to ARKids First success is its “user friendly” design.

I commend state leaders and Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families for working
together to design ARKids First which provides primary and preventive medical care to children
of poor, working families. Thanks to ARKids First, these children now have access to a broad
range of medical services that are virtually identical to what is offered under Medicaid, While I
am proud of the ARKids First program, I believe that the initiative can be improved and efforts
should be made to integrate ARKids First and Medicaid into a “seamless” health care program
for low-income children.

M. President, I know you share my belief that there is no greater national priority than
providing health care coverage to the uninsured -- particularly children. To expedite the
enrollment of children under state CHIP programs, I recently introduced The Improved Maternal
and Children’s Health Coverage Act. We must remove barriers to enrollment for eligible
families.

It is my understanding that HCFA will soon begin negotiations with the Arkansas
Department of Health and Human Services to resolve their disagreements over ARKids First. It
is clear that we need your leadership, Mr. President, in trying to help these two agencies find a
reasonable compromise. No matter how long negotiations take or what the outcome, I firmly
hope that no child currently enrolled in ARKids First loses his or her health care coverage over
this statutory dispute.
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Thank you for your commitment to the health of all children in Atkansas.
‘ Sincerely,
Blanche L. Lincoln

BLL/ed
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Nov 22,1999
To: Chrns Jennings
From: Ray Hanley

Expect Tim sent you a copy of my lerter on ARKids that T gave him last week.  He asked me what |
thoughit best way to defuse this was---[ told him 1t was to recognize that we are prepared (0 move about
85% of way, making regular Mecdicaid much easier to apply for. What we need in return is
acknowledgement from you that with this donc parents retain the right to choose which program they think
is best for their children.

Tim and 1 are playing telephone tag at moment, but I hope 1o see this resolved very soon.

“

A

.&5@‘ ‘ § - . By

% oL 2
Zell JULI3SIA SWA
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Arkansas Department of Human Services

Division of Medical Services

Donaghey Plaza South

P.O. Box 1437

Little Rack, Arkansas 72203-1437

Telephone (501) 682-8292  TODD (501) 682-8789  FAX (501) 682-1187

November 12, 1999

Timothy M. Westmoreland

Director, Center for Medicaid and State Operations
Health Care Financing Administration

Department of Health & Human Services

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Re: ARKids First
Dear Tim:

As promised, we have given considerable thought to the issues HCFA recently raised about our state’s
“very successful ARKids First program and its regular Medicaid program---also very successful and award
winning in is own right. First, it is a fundamental principle with both Governor Huckabee and our agency
that parents retain the right to enroll their children in the program of their choice where they qualify for
either. However, with that said, I do believe we have worked out a program design that will make it
much easier to apply for the regular Medicaid program should this be the choice the parents elect for their
“children. By means of this letter I’l1 detail for you the changes we are prepared to put into place:

1. Common Application-—We will develop an application that allows families to use the same forms to
apply for either ARKids or Medicaid.

2. Trip to the DHS County Office to Apply For Medicaid—We will eliminate this steb for children by
allowing the common application to be mailed in, regardless of the program applied for by the family.
I think this clearly eliminates the largest barrier, both real and symbolic, to applying for Medicaid.

.3. Assets Test---We will retain the right to apply an assets test for those families applying for the regular
" Medicaid program. We, like other states such as Oregon and Texas, believe it is reasonable to require

this extra step for qualification in the program that covers every service without any financial
contribution by the family.

In the case whiere both assets and income levels are within Medicaid limits, the children will thus
qualify for either regular Medicaid or ARKids. In these cases, we will cnroll the children in the
program of the parent’s choice. If the application fails either test, the application will be approved for
ARKids, assuming income levels are within 200% of poverty. It is understood that we will perform a

review of a sample of these applications after the fact to determnine the accuracy of the information
supplied on the applications. '

4. ARKids Umbrella for All Children Served---We will bring all Medicaid coverage for children under
the ARKids First Program; likely, some category variation of ARKids such as “A”, “B”, and “C”.
This will encompass the 1115 waiver children, the CHIP covered children and those children covered

by regular Medicaid. This step should eliminate the perception of stigma for the regular Medicaid
portion of our program.

“The Department of Human Services is in compliance with Titles VI and VI( of the Civil Rights Act.”
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Timothy M. Westmoreland
November 12, 1999
Page Two

In summary, I believe you will find our efforts readily approvable by HCFA and share my belief that we
have approached this issue in good faith by working out a process that meets all reasonable goals. Most
of all, the quality programs we have developed in Arkansas will continue to serve children with
comprehensive medical care in partnership with our many providers,

I look forward to seeing you in Washington next week and returning to Little Rock with this matter
completely behind all of us.

Sincergly,

Ray H
Director

RE/djm
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BENEFIT LIMIT
Service ARKids First Regular Medicaid

Hearing Aids N/A 2 appliances per 6 mo. period;
additional services may be :
available with Prior Authorization
based on medical necessity

Home Health Medical Necessity (10 50 visits per SFY; may be

visits per SFY*) extended based on medical

necessity

Hospice N/A Medical Necessity

Hospital — Inpatient Medical Necessity Medical Necessity

Hospital — Outpatient Medical Necessity Medical Necessity

Hyperalimentation N/A Medical Necessity

Immunizations All per protocol All per protocol

Inpatient Psychiatric N/A Medical Necessity

Services for Under 21
Laboratory & X-ray Medical Necessity Medical Necessity
Medical Supplies Medical Necessity - $250/mo.; may be extended based
Limited to $125/mo. on medical necessity

Nurse Midwife —Certified | Medical Necessity Medical Necessity

Nurse Practitioner Medical Necessity Medical Necessity

Nursing Facilities N/A Medical Necessity

Orthotic Appliances N/A Limited to specific items, based on
medical necessity

Outpatient Mental and First $500, o Prior See Psychology, and

Behavioral Health Authori-zation (PA) Rehabilitative Services for Persons

required; next $2000, PA
required; max. $2500 in

with Mental Illness

benefits per SFY*
Personal Care N/A With Prior Authorization, based on
.| medical necessity

Physician Medical Necessity Medical Necessity

Podiatry Medical Necessity Medical Necessity

Prescription Drugs Medical Necessity With physician prescription, no
limit

Preventive Health All per protocol See Early & Periodic Screening,

Screenings Diagnosis and Treatment

Transportation N/A Provided under 1915 (b) waiver

Non-Emergency :

Private Duty Nursing N/A For ventilator dependent and for
high technology non-ventilator
with a Prior Authorization based
on medical necessity

Prosthetic Devices N/A Limited to specific items, based on

medical necessity

Page2 of 3 (R10-28-99)
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COMPARISON OF BENEFIT PACKAGES

BENEFIT LIMIT

SERVICE ARKids First REGULAR MEDICAID
Ambulance (emergency Medical Necessity Medical Necessity
only)
Ambulatory Surgical - Medical Necessity Medical Necessity
Center '
Audiological Services N/A Medical Necessity
Child Health Management | N/A Medical Necessity
Services
Chiropractor Medical Necessity Medical Necessity
Dental Care 1 prophlaxis and fluoride | 1 prophlaxis and fluoride per
per SFY* SFY*; may be extended based on
No orthodontia medical necessity.
' ' Orthodontia
Developmental Day N/A Early intervention, pre-school, and
Treatment Clinic therapy — based on medical
- services necessity
| Diapers, Underpads and N/A For children over 3, if medically
Incontinence Supplies necessary; limited to $130/mo.;
may be extended based on medical
necessity
Domiciliary Care N/A Medical Necessity
Durable Medical Medical Necessity - $500/ | Medical Necessity
Equipment SFY* minus the
coinsurance
Early & Periodic N/A (see Preventive Health | Follows periodicity schedule
Screening, Diagnosis Screening)
and Treatment (EPSDT)
Emergency Dept. Services
Emergency Medical Necessity Medical Necessity
Non-Emergency Medical Necessity Medical Necessity
End Stage Renal Disease N/A Medical Necessity
Services
Eyeglasses 1 pair every 12 mo., if 1 pair every 12 mo., if medically
medically indicated indicated; may be extended, based
on medical necessity.
Family Planning (FP) Medical Necessity 1 basic FP exam and 3 periodic FP |

visits per SFY* (FP prescriptions

-are unlimited)

Federally Qualified Health
Center (FQHC)

Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity

Page 1 of 3 (R10-23-99)
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BENEFIT LIMITS
Service ARKids First Regular Medicaid
[ Psychology (1) See Outpatient Mental and | Medical Necessity
Behavioral Health
Rehabilitation Therapy for | N/A Acute care hospital and
Chemical Dependency RSPMI (see below)
Rehabilitative Services for | See Outpatient Mental and | Medical Necessity
Persons with Mental Behavioral Health
Illness (RSPMI)
Rehabilitative Services for | N/A Medical Necessity
Persons with Physical
Disabilities
Rural Health Clinic Medical Necessity Medical Necessity
Targeted Case Management | N/A Prior Authorization based on
medical necessity
Therapy — Occupational N/A Evaluation - four 30-minute
units per SFY*; may be
extended based on medical
necessity. Therapy is
limited to four 15-min. units
per day. Services require
Prior Authorization based on
medical necessity
Therapy — Physical N/A Evaluation — four 30-minute
units per SFY*; may be
extended based on medical
necessity. Therapy is
limited to four 15-min. units
per day. Services require
Prior Authorization based on
medical necessity
 Therapy — Speech Prior Authorization, based | Evaluations are limited to 4

on medical necessity, is
required

units, @ 30 min. each, per
SFY*; may be extended
based on medical necessity.
Therapy is limited to four
15-wmin. units per day.
Services require Prior
Authorization based on
medical necessity

Ventilator Services

N/A

Medical Necessity

Vision Care

1 routine eye exam °
(refraction) every 12 months

1 routine eye exam
(refraction) every 12
months, may be extended
based on medical necessity

* SFY: State Fiscal Year, which runs from July 1 to June 30.

Page3 of 3 (R10-28-99)
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: MEDICAID/ARKIDS
APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT

Issue Medicaid ARKids

Application: DCO-95 DCO-995

Where? | Local County Office Centralized Mail-In Unit
Interview Face-to-Face Required No Interview (mail-in)
Verification: \

Income Must Verify with Cheék "ylerify Only if Declared

Stubs, Employer, etc. Income is Between 140% &
200% of Poverty Level
Resources Must Verify No Asset Test

Verification is same in both
programs for all other

eligibility requirements
Comprehensive Health May have insurance and Not eligible if they have
Insurance still qualify for Medicaid. had insurance within the
- last 12 months. Waived if
loss of insurance was no
fault of the family.
Medicaid Card Photo ID Required for 6 & | No Photo ID Required.
Over. Processed at the Card Mailed Directly to
County Offices and Driver's | Client. This card is an
License Offices ARKids card withno

mention of Medicaid.
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NOTE: There is no co-payment
requirement for children who

13:4b

are enrolled in basic

Medicaid.

HUEH LIMoU WHSH U

Program Services
Chiropractar
Podiatry

Nurse Practitioner
Nurse Midwife
Federally
Qualified

Health Center
(FQHO)

Rural Health
Clinic

Family Planning

Ambulatory
Surgical Center

Speech Therapy
Home Health

Medical Supplics

Laboratory
& X-Ray

Ambutance
(Emergency Only)

Emergency Dept.
Services

Emergency
Non-Emergency

Inpatient Hospltal

2u2 3o8 3443 .

ARKIDS FIRST SCHEDULE OF BENEFITS

Coverage Limits on
Benefit

Medical Necessity
Medical Necessity
Medical Necessity
Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity
Medical Necessity
(10 visits per state
fiscal year July 1
through June 30

Medical Necesslty
Limited to $125/mo.

Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity

Medical Necessity
Medical Necessity

Medical Nevesslty

Prior Authorization/
PCP Referral

PCP Referral Required
PCP Referral Required
PCP Referral Required
PCP Referral Required

PCP Referral Required

PCP Referral Required

None

PCP Referral Required

PCP Referral Required

PCP Referral Required

PCP Prescriptions

PCP Referral Required

Nome

Nane
PCP Referral Required

PA an stays over 4 days

Capayment/
Coinsurance

$10 per visit
$10 per visit
$10 per visit
$10 per visit

§ 10 per visit

$10 per visit

Nome

$10 per visit.

. $10 per visit

$10 per visit

None
$10 per visit

$10 per trip

$10 per visit
$10 per vislt

20% of first
fupatient day
{Medicald per
dicm cost)

TOTAL P.O8

e e e b————— ————
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STATE OF ARKANSAS
MIKE HUCKABEE
QOVEENOR

Pzesiclent Bill Clinton MN\W \
The White House W OW,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

kg Qv el

When I talked to a member of your staff late Thursday, Oct. 28, he indicated we might receive a

letter from you regarding our request for you to interveme with the Health Care Financing
Administration to save the ARKids First program, which has been very successful in giving uninsured
children in our state preventive and primary health care. Our office did not receive your letter until
just before noon Friday after employees of the state Department of Human Services informed us they
had received a letter from you addressed to me.

We have made it clear we will not and cannot negotiate on the issue of paxental empowerment in
cluoosing what coverage children receive. We are willing to make Medicaid more accessible and
continue giving maximum coverage to a maximum number of children, but we are not wi]li.ug to force
parents into a decision that might leave their children without health insurance éoverage. I was gla&
your letter indicated your administration "will not take any action that will cause Arkansas children
to lose health coverage.” While we could assume this indicates your agreement that we need to protect
parents' right to choose, we would be much more comfortahle with specific language to address that

issue.

This program has worked beautifully in Arkansas and has been free from politics. It has becn
embraced ]Jy Republicans and Democrats alike, and people from hoth parties have worked hard to
make it a success. In my conversations with members ol your slaff and you Monday, it was stated
that the reason you could not immeclial;cly intervene and Provicle us assurances Lhe program would
continue without clisruption was because of the poliﬁcal obstacles you face in Wasluington. One of
your aides stated to Arkansas Medicaid Director Ray Hanley and me that the "lefties” insisted on

entitlements for Medicaicl-c]igil')]e Jr‘amilies, even those who fuﬂy understand their options and yet still
choose ARKids First.

Mr. President, please don't let the politic.s of Wasl‘xington jeopardizc the efficient delivery of health
care to Arkansas children. ARKids First has heen successful in part because it hasn't been a political
issue in Arkansas. It has brought all of us together to solve a prohlem for our children. We urge you

not to let the polilical pressure you and your aides described he impnrted to Ackansas and put these
children and their familics at risk.

1003

AN

[q®,
N
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President Bill Clinton 2- October 29, 1999

We are wi]]ing to make the choice of Medicaid as aimple as poeaible for parents who are eligible. We

are not wi.uing to xigk uninsuring thousands of children to satisfy any political agenda, whether from
the left or the right.

We lmpe you can give us langua.ge that will protect parental choice and secure health insurance
coverage for as many Arkansas children as possil:le.

Sincerely yours,

Mike Huckabee

N

(91
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THE HONORABLE MIKE HUCKABEE
GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS

STATE OF ARKANSAS
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SUBJECT:

EXPRESSES VIEWS REGARDING THE ARKIDS FIRST PROGRAM WHICH
PROVIDES UNINSURED CHILDREN IN THE STATE PREVENTIVE AND
PRIMARY HEALTH CARE -- URGES THE PRESIDENT NOT TO LET
POLITICAL PRESSURE HE IMPORTED TO ARKANSAS AND PUT
CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES AT RISK
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R Direct Reply w/Copy

S For Signature
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Won't 'negotiate parental choice,’
Huckabee says

SUSAN ROTH
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

WASHINGTON -- Gov. Mike Huckabee told a federal administrator
Sunday that he is “not willing to negotiate parental choice" for those
deciding whether 1o enroll their children in the ARKids First health
program.

In Washington for the annual winter meeting of the National
Govemors' Association, Huckabee met for the first time with Nancy-Ann
Min DeParle, administrator of the federal Health Care Financing
Administration, which oversees Medicaid, a joint federal-state health
insurance program for low-income families.
~ For nine months, the state has battled the agency over a federal
directive that Arkansas enroll in Medicaid all children whose family
income makes them eligible.

The state created the ARKids First program in 1997 to provide health
insurance for children whose parents eamn too much to be eligible for
Medicaid but struggle with the high cost of private health insurance.

The tederal agency approved the program under the written condition
that ARKids First provide services only to those not eligible for
Medicaid.

Operating with low co-pay fees for doctor visits and prescriptions, the
program provides benefits like those available to state employees, but the
benefits are not as comprehensive as regular Medicaid, which is free.

State officials acknowledge that some of the 67,000 children enrolled
in ARKids First since its inception have been eligible for regular
Medicaid.

But they argue that many parents like ARKids First better because
families want to pay something toward their health care rather than
accept free care under Medicaid, which has been associated with welfare
in the past.

"There are going to be parents who say, 'l want to pay part of the cost.’
It's a pride issue," said Ray Hanley, director of the state's Medicaid
program, who accompanied Huckabee to the meeting with DeParle.

The federal agency "would say, 'No, you don't have the right to
choose.' It would force them to choose Medicaid, or no coverage at all,"
Hanley said.

N /MN]MHNNN
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»  “Won't ‘negotiate parental choice,’ Huckabee says Page 2 of3

5(\’\':"‘“;\?_“;\_ To compromise with the federal agency, Huckabee said, he has agreed
Weather to offer a single, short enroliment form for both programs to ease
Medicaid enrollment.

And he said he's willing to call the state's entire MCdlCBld program
ARKids First to make regular Medicaid more attractive to applicants.

"But I'm not willing to negotiate parental choice," the governor said.
"Parents should be empowered. Parents should be able to choose.

"We're not willing to negotiate that.”

Huckabee said he thought that after meeting with him, DeParle better
understood that "this is not about politics, and it is not a minor issue with
me. | let her know that [ am passionately committed to this program, and
I'm not going away. I'm not negotiating this one off.”

"He obviously feels very strongly about his position,” DeParle satd.
She pointed out that federal approval and funding for the program were
granted under the "clear condition" that ARKids Fxrst services go only to
those not eligible for Medicaid.

"Also, it's not clear that they have made all the efforts they need to
make to remove the stigma of welfare from the Medicaid program,”
DeParle said.

She cited a recent national study by the Kaiser Commission in which
more than 90 percent of those surveyed said they would choose Medicaid
if it were offered without the hassles of the unwieldy application.

DeParle also said Sunday's meeting of the governors' association's
human resources committee, chaired by Huckabee, highlighted other
states' efforts to create "seamless” health insurance systems for children
through single statewide applications and single statewide names for all
similar programs, including Medicaid.

She said the ARKids situation is "under review" by the federal agency,
but no funding would be cut off or other changes ordered.

The state is formally seeking an amendment to the conditions of the
program, which would have to be approved by Health and Human
Services Secretary Donna Shalala.

"We're workmg with the state," DcParle said. "We're leaving things in

thi :

ess would také.
Hanley said he thinks the agency is backing off, as four months have
passed since the state heard from federal officials.

"We never would've thought it would take this long," he said. "That's a
pretty good indication" that the state is on solid legal ground in its
ds, Hanley said.

This article was published on Monday, February 28, 2000

RETURN to Arkansas Section
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Huckabee meets the delegation

n Washmgton for the National Gover-
Inors Assaciation conference, Mike
Huckabee got together privately

Monday, .
aftemoonmUS.Sen.'l‘imHutchmsonSOf-

fice with all six m of the state’s con-
iﬁsmdﬂ delegahon and key staff mém—

Soumek temung topics: were dls-
cussed, includi
the delegation stand with him in his skir--
mish with the federal government over the:
Amhds ds First health insurance pmgram for

US. Rep, Vic:Snyder, a Democrat, chal
lenged Huckabee, a Republican, oo the
question of whether the state is doing right
by its poorest and most severely disabled
people on that issue, Snydershared the fed--
eral government's concern that the state is
ushering children from its poorest families.
into ARKids First instead of the more gen-
erous Medicaid to which thmre entitled

. Snyder: told Huckabee maybe 15
minutes before. the meeting, one.of his-
.aides had telephoned state government's
-ARKids First hotline to inquire in behalf of
a supposed friend, a single mom:who
earned about $12,000 a year and had two
kids. That's belowthepavettyleveL I.t's wel- :
fare-eligible, It's tragic. .

Snyder sald his aide repon‘.edbeingtold
over the hotline sbout.the. ap
process for ARKidg First, notMe;ﬁcaqu .At
the end of the conyersatmn,he said, his
aide inquired abouf other programs, ankyto.
be told that the friend might be eligible for .
Medxczud, though not how or where to In--

Huckabee replied thathe. couldn‘l:ber& N
sponsible for what someone manning a hot-.: :
line might bave saido rnotsaid.Butshould—
nthebe, helgth Xt ot
govemor'and the idea e e is
serve the public? He sajd the & 153%;
up 50 that as the'ps rwork for
moved through the State Human Services
Department, someone would notice thatthe
applicant was. Medicaldebabl&mld give'
her the oppomm‘:&brevme ber request.

ee went straightway
ﬁ'om the meehng andtold Wplemthemx-

nslhle, sincé he'js the

Gﬁe,

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

U-k_/(‘)

)

Huckabee's request that ~ man Semces Deparhneut to fix the hotline.

- Here's the deal, and it should not be dif-
*ﬁculttoundemtxnd orembrace; Ifyou are
-trying to raise kids in Arkansas and are 50

“dreadfully poor that you:fall ‘below the
pove:ﬁlevelandtherebmq for Med-
then you should receive Medicaid, pe-

nod. Your sick kids don't need for you to ex-
‘ercise an option to accept a nicersounding
. program that costs more and covers less. If
they get sick, they need everything to which
they gare entitled.

" v~ ARKids First requires a' co—pswment
and.oﬁem sparer benefits than Medicaid. It
was established in 1889 not for welfare kids,

. but for children of the working poor, mean-
ing those in that miserable gap between the

, jmverty level and the actual subsistence

level, Surveys show that minimal subsis-
tence level to be somewhere around twice

- the poverty level. :

been tnngl; fm:l\rkansas‘.i Sh: venl;taal-
. Ways been ge in me have
.heen showing up on the Yolls of the gover-
nor’s ballyhooed ARKids First program.

" “Thatsounded an alarm late last year at
".4h¢ federal Health Care Finance Admin-

. istration, which pays three-fourths of the

; state's Medicaid costs, The feds informed
tha state that it needed to start doing right
. by, ,pecggclle tﬁnhﬂed to . Mtgdxgaxd. That
RXo, e 'governor, emagogue

" agaﬂ:g oul;pght welfare qver workfare and
against the Infringement on'state policy by
the fedéral government, He'tied a'yellow

“¥ibbon around a bust of Bill Clinton at the
Goveinor"s Mansion, Why, exactly, I cannot

.To hear Huckabee tell it, horribly poar

_qpec’plemArkansasmachmgto avoid the .

sa they.can make a co-pay-

ment_ and emoy fewer beneﬁts for t.heu-
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The matter has been for moriths,
The feds have suggested that the state’ds-
tablish a seamless application process. By
that they mean one by which a mother‘in-
quiring about ARKids Firgt hut eligibledor

. Medicgid would be automatically routed to

Medicaid, not told tpa:entheﬁcally that she
might be eligible for Medicaid and lef} to
wander through the welfare setvices agen-
cies on her own.

Huckabee had strutted around Wash-
mgton for a couple of days claiming to h; v
stood up to the federal government on

- point that even with a seamless procedure

to which he professes to agree, welfare¢l-
igible Arkansas families oughtto be ablé to
choose ARKids First instead of Medicaid if
they have enough pride to want to share¢he
responsibility for their kids’ health care
rather than rely on the out-and-out dolé.
Why would he behave this way? One can
only speculate. Maybe he just doesn't be-

lieve in welfare. Maybe it’s that he gets po-

litical mileage from ARKids First, but not
Medicaid. Maybe it's that Medicaid costs the
;‘mut; more than twice as much as ARKids

Let us hope that our poorest and most
disabled are not being denied benefits be-
cause of poll numbers or bean counters.

"By the way, Huckabee also told the gel-
egauon that Congress needs to provide that
state sales taxes would be paid on Interpet
retailing, Pm told that U,S. Rep. Jay Dickéy
became mildly agitated, mentioning that
some in the room had pledged not to rajse
taxes. Huckabee argued that taxes on In-
ternet shopping wouldn't be new but an sp-
plication of existing state gross receipts tax-
es on sales, He's kind of right, if a bit Chn
tonian.

‘And, finally, some thought the most m
teresting aspect of the meeting was that
Dickey and U.,S; Rep. Marion Berry, s arg
stantially sized gentlemen without partic-
ular regard for each other, shared a lgve
seat. b
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Beneﬁt PaCRages for Expaﬂswn Populatmns in Amev d Se
S Exclusmns from the Tradlhonal_ Medicaid I neﬁt Package

e_ction: 11 15 Statemde Demonstratmns.

Expansxon Population |

Program implemented
10/1/82

Amendment received
3/95, revised 5/97
under review

would include approximately
50,000 children.

- State _ I Excluded Bemﬁts'-ff |
L Approved 1115 Demonstrations »« L
——
Arizona Expansion population: low- The standard Medicaid benefit | --
Arizona Health Care income and working poor package would be provided to
. individuals below 100 percent | all expansion eligibles.
Cost Containment FPL would be added to the
System (AHCCCS) acute care program. Expansion

Arkansas
ARKids First

Implemented 9/1/97

Expansion population:
currently uninsured
children age 18 and under
with gross family income
at or below 200 percent
FPL. This group is not
eligible for the existing
ConnectCare program
operated under a section
1915(b) waiver.

Approximately 40,000
children would be in the
expansion population.

The benefits package is
comparable to the State
employees and teachers
insurance programs, with the
addition of immunizations and
EPSDT screening.

The benefit package excludes
the following: EPSDT
treatment; audiclogical
services; child health
managemment services;
developmenta) day treatment
clinic services; hearing aids;
hospice; non-emergency
transportation; occupational
and physical therapies;
orthodontia; personal care;
rehabilitative services for
persons with physical
disabilities; targeted case
Ioanagement; and numerous
other services, including long
term care.

Delaware
Diamond State Health
Plan

Implemented 1/1/96

Expansjon population:
uninsured adults and children
with incomes up to 100 percent
FPL.

Same benefit package as the
traditional Medicaid population
with a few exceptions.

Some private duty nursing.
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Hawaii
Hawaii QUEST

Implemented 8/1/94

Original expansion population:
all people with income up to
300 percent FPL. In April
1996, HCFA approved an
amepndment to the Hawaii
QUEST program to reinstate
an asset test and to create
"QUEST Net" as a safety net
for individuals losing QUEST
or Medicaid coverage due to
agsets.

Effective 7/97, QUEST
eligibility will be at or below
100 percent FPL, excluding
pregnant women and children.
(Pregnant women are covered
at 185 percent FPL and
children under 6 are covered at
133 percent FPL.)

There are approximately 3000
enrollees i QUEST Net (out
of approximartely 131,000 total
QUEST enrollees). There are
21,826 children in the
expansion population.

QUEST Net bas a more limited

benefit package than QUEST.
It includes: 10 inpatient
physician visits; 12 outpatient
medical visits; 6 mental health
visits; limited prescription
drugs; emergency room
services for actual
emergencies; and emergency
dental services through
enrollment in a participating
dental plan.

QUEST eligibles receive the
standard Medicaid benefit
package.

Maryland
Kids Count

Implemented 10/93

Expansion population:
individuals bom after 9/30/83,
ages 1-14, not currently
eligible for Medicaid, with
family incomes between
133-185 percent FPL.

Kids Count offers only primary
and preventive care services,
including: physician;
free-standing clinic;
free-standing laboratory;
pharmacy (with $5 copayment);
nurse practitioner; basic
EPSDT and some expanded
EPSDT; vision; targeted case
management related to Early
Intervention Services; and
Healthy Start--targeted case
management for high risk
infants and children,

The Kids Count benefit
package excludes the
following: services provided
in a hospital, including
inpatient, outpatient, and
emergency room services;
dental; some EPSDT expanded .
services; personal care; home
health; home and community
based waiver services;
disposable medical supplies;
durable medical equipment;
and long term care.
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Benefit Packagts for Expanswn Popu]ations in Approved Sectjon 1115 Statemde Demonstratlons. )
SE : Exclusnons from the Traditwnal Medlcaid Beneﬁt Package '

| .-State :

Expanswn Populatmn '

Draft 520098 -
| Included Beneﬁts "‘.'

_' '.E.gc_ma;q;nggéﬁgs B

Maryland

Program implemented
6/2/97

Amendment for expansion

Expansion population: adult
Medicaid categorical eligibles
in the State’s Temporary Cash
Assistance program.

This population subset alone
receives medijcally necessary
and appropriate:

- addiction rehabilitative
services in inpatient settings;
- intermediate care substance
abuse treatment;

Assistance Plus Program
{(PMAP+)

Implemented 7/1/95

up to age 2 with family income
at or below 275 percent FPL,
without regard to assets and
with no insurance barriers in
place; and 2) children ages 2-
19 in families eligible for
MinnesotaCare (income up to
275 percent FPL).

There are approximately
65,000 children in the
expansion population.

for the standard Medicaid
benefit package.

appro‘,ed 7/1/97 - addiction rehabilitative
services in a halfway house or
other community residential
facility.
Al other eligibles receive
standard Medicaid benefit
package.
Massachusetts Expansion population: low- MassHealth offers the For the long-term unemployed
MassHealth income uninsured children, traditional Medicaid bepefits adults, the following services
families, apd disabled; the package to expansion eligibles, | are excluded: adult day health;
Implemented 7/1/97 low-income unemployed; and | with the exception of the chronic disease and
working disabled adults and services listed in the next rehabilitation hospital; day
disabled children. column, habilitation center services;
early intervention; EPSDT;
Approximately 200,000 eyeglasses; hearing aids; some
currently eligible children home health services; hospice;
would be covered. nursing facility: personal care;
Approximately 121,000 private duty nursing; and
expansion children would be transportation.
covered.
For disabled individuals who
do pot meet income criteria,
the following services are
excluded: adult day bealth and
hospice.
Minnesota Expansion population: 1) Children under age 21 and The benefit package for
Prepaid Medical pregnant women and children | pregnant women are eligible expansion adults excludes the

following services: private
duty nursing; personal care;
non-preventive dental services;
tase mapagement; nursing
facility services; ICF/MR care;
services in an individualized
education plan provided by a
schoo] district; and outpatient
mental health services beyond
certain basic treatment. Long
term care 1s not offered.
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_ State

Missouri

Proposed implementation:

Expansion population: 1)
children up to age 18 with

income up to 300 percent FPL;

2) eligibility for up to two

The standard Medicaid benefit
package would be provided to
all expansion children, with the
exception of services listed in

For children only nog-
eniergency transportation is
excluded from the Medicaid

9/1/98 _ benefit package.
years for wotkang parents the next column.
trapsitioning off of welfare,
provided they remain Expansion adults receive
employed, with incomes not benefits equal to those of State
exceeding 300 percent FPL employees
and a Medicaid eligible child
in the home; 3) certajn non-
custodial parents with incomes
up to 100 percent FPL,
New York Expansion population: adult All eligibles, including adults -

New York Partnership
Plan

Iroplemention phase-in
began 10/1/97

Home Relief population.

on Home Relief receive the
entire Medicaid package.

Ohio
OhioCare

Implemented 7/1/96

Expansion enrollment (the
uninsured with income up to
100 percent FPL) is postponed
indefinitely.

The standard Medicaid bepefit
package was to be provided 10
all expansion eligibles.

Oregon
Oregon Health Plan
(OHP)

Implemented 2/1/94

Expansion. population: all
uninsured individuals with
incomes up to 100 percent
FPL.

There are 11,253 children up
to age 18 in the expansion
population.

Both current law eligibles and
expansion eligibles receive a
benefit package based on
prioritized condition/treatment
pairs, curtently covering 578
out of a total 745 items. Since
condition/treatment pairs are
diagnosis-specific, there is not
a direct correlation between
services covered under a
standard Medicaid benefit
package and what is covered in
the OHP.

Most, if not all, of the non-
covered condition/treatment
pairs represent services which
could be covered under
Medicaid. This reduced
benefit package applies to all
OHP participants--curtent law
and expapsion eligibles.

Rhode Island
Rlte Care

Implemented 8/1/94

Expansion population:
pregnant women with family

income up to 250 percent FPL;

children under 18 in families
with income up to 250 percent
FPL. There are 1,848
children in the expansion
population.

The standard Medicaid benefit
package is provided to all
expansion eligibles.
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- State .

Tennessee
TennCare

Implemented 1/1/94

Expansiou population:
uninsured State residents and
those whose medical
conditions make them
upinsurable, with total
enrollment capped at 1.3
million.

There are 63,164 children age
13 and under in the expansion
population.

The standard Medicaid benefit

package is provided to all
expansion eligibles.

Vermont
Vermont Health
Access Plan (VHAP)

Implemented 1/1/96

Expansion population:
uminsured with incomes up to
150 percent FPL; Medicare
beneficiaries living in
households with income up to
150 percent FPL.

Uninsured expansion eligibles
recejve the standard Medicaid
bepefit package, with the
exception of iterns in the next
column.

Low-income Medicare eligibles
receive only a pharmacy
benefit. The prescription drug
coverage offered is modeled on
a managed benefit program
which incorporates drug
utilization review programs,
formularies, generic and
therapeutic substitution, and
dispensing of minimum
supplies of maintenance drugs.
There is a copayment of $1 or
$2 per prescription, as required
in the current Medicaid
program.

Services excluded for
expansion eligibles are:
transportation; nursing facility;
and home-based waivers,

Ilinois, Kentucky, and Oklahoma comprehensive, statewide demonstrations are not included because

they do not expand eligibility or alter the standard Medicaid benefit packages.
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