
October 27, 1997 

Mr. Donald J. McCallion 
454 Water Street 

Framingham, Massachusetts 01701 

Dear Donald: 
Thank you f o r your warm words of support. I deeply 

appreciate your commitment t o my A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s teacher 
i n i t i a t i v e , and I am pleased t o know of your e f f o r t s i n 
Massachusetts t o r e c r u i t , mentor, and t r a i n m i n o r i t i e s t o 
become teachers. 

Like you, I b e l i e v e we must work t o address America's 
c r i t i c a l need f o r a more r a c i a l l y diverse teaching f o r c e . 
Although o n e - t h i r d of our students are m i n o r i t i e s , only 13 
percent of our teachers represent m i n o r i t i e s . Our i n i t i a t i v e 
places s p e c i a l emphasis on r e c r u i t i n g m i n o r i t i e s : i t includes 
teaching f e l l o w s h i p s t o help t a l e n t e d people from a l l backgrounds 
teach i n schools i n high-poverty areas, and i t o f f e r s support f o r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of higher education t o strengthen p r e p a r a t i o n of 
f u t u r e teachers, e s p e c i a l l y f o r p o s i t i o n s i n such schools. 

We know t h a t students i n d i s t r e s s e d areas o f t e n have 
teachers who have had the l e a s t p r e p a r a t i o n . So our proposal 
focuses not only on t r a i n i n g f u t u r e teachers w e l l , but also 
improving the q u a l i t y of teaching i n those schools. 

Again, I value your support i n t h i s e f f o r t . I have shared 
your l e t t e r w i t h my s t a f f i n the Domestic P o l i c y Council and w i t h 
o f f i c i a l s at the Department of Education. I look forward t o your 
continued involvement. 

Sincerely, 

BC/LIJ/RSM/DWB/emu-pw-lynn (Corres. #3682732) 
(10.mccallion.dj) 

WHcc: 
The Honorable Richard W. R i l e y 
Secretary of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

cc: B i l l Kincaid, 220 


