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Dressed To Learn 

H cre's one thing President Clinton has right. Schools with 
discipline problems can help turn things around by forcing 
students to v»,ear uniforms 

1 he :Jo3 may even tatch on in .Se'* 
York City With more than one 
iiiillioM siudent.s. the Big Apple has the 
li'.igcsi school dtsinc! in the nation — 
•ind one ol'the most liberal. 

Th; city's schools chancellor. Rudy 
Crev̂ . backed the idea in a recerl 
speech. He \\'•^n\i kids to ba.so their 
sc'.r-iiiiiicc tin ac.ideniics. noi lashion: 
These vounc people have literally 

i;oiicn the noiioii of human worth 
conlused with ihc notion of material 
•.u>rih. • he ?a;d. "It's lime for us to 

ihis notion up thai you are not 
vkh;il '.\:t l.ibcl .v'.ys in ihe back ol'sour 
v i . r i 

.Svhi.'O! u;ii:oir'i< rciiinc :i '.i.hole 
•:V.:ii ol' diSlr,!.::ioii>. .md ~o help 
• ; ulc.-'i.v •..-.Khers .ind p.iiicipaK focus 
.T. -• ; ll'- . . T T . 

Di'i's i: work.' Look a: Loiij; Reach, 
f. i i i : ' l:i ''M. ihi LoHi; Beach L'nilicd 

School District became the first larije 
one in ihe nation to require uniform.s 
city-wide 

It has mandated the simple while-
and-blue outhis only in grades (C-8, 
but after just two years the results are 
.strong School violence, vandalism and 
even drug possession are down 

Chemical .".ubstance possession fell 
66"'o Weapons possession is down 
80%. Sex offenses dropped 91% And 
incidents wiih dangerous devices have 
fallen 98%. Overall, crime in these 
schools fell from 3.222 incidents to just 
920 — a '' 1 "'o drop, even as enrollment 
rose4''o. 

School unilorms don'i just stem 
violence. Thev have a positive influ­
ence. llV.i 

LBLSD\ clenicniary attendance 
r.ites reached -̂1 5°o in the '95-96 
.̂ chool vear That the hiehesl in 15 

vears ol record keepini; Ditto lor 
middle schools, where 94 j ' o of kids 
are in class 

Meanwhile, enme is up I V ; over 
two years in LBL'SD high schools, 
which have no rules on uniforms. 
"These are ihe same families, the same 
communities, and ihc same kids." 
noted disinct ofTicial Dick Van Der 
Laan. And yei crime ;s increasing " • 

Early on, LHUSD had to hurdle 
legal obsiacles set by the American 
Civil Liberties Union and other liberal 
legal aid groups. Iheir complaint'? 
Uniforms cost too much for low-
income parents. 

In fact, these clothes cost far less 
than ihc Tommy Hilfigcr and Calvin 
Klein fashions they typically replace. 

And the real issue is decency. 
Uniforms symbolize indeed, help 
set -ihe expeclaiions and standards 
now lacking in the homes of .many 
underprivileged children 

That docsn i guarantee better stu­
dents. But It's a bie Mep in ihe nght 
direction. 
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