
don't want my 12 year old to see some of the pornography on the internet. What are 
you going to do about that? 

Answer: I am committed to ensuring that our children do not get exposed to 
indecent material and will take all constitutional measures to 
make sure that they don't. I signed the Communications Decency 
Act and we are currently defending that law in court. If the Act is 
invalidated, I will carefully consider alternative routes to the same 
goal. We aria alco cxploring-a V-chip for the Internet that will help 
parents scr^n out this kind of material. 

S,Û (-C dcAA^ l / t < ^ 



WHY HAVE C O L L E G E TUITIONS BEEN GOING UP? 

Between the 1990-91 academic year and the 1995-96 academic year, overall price 
inflation was only 17 percent, but the average tuition and fees at public colleges increased 
by 31 percent and at private colleges increased by 33 percent. Some of the increase is the 
result of research and staffing costs that increased faster than inflation. At the public 
colleges, funding from State legislatures did not grow as fast as costs did. And at̂ private 
colleges, while tuition went up, so did fmancial aid that the college was providing (in 
other words, not everyone was actually paying the fiill tuition and fees)._^<^ 

Q: WHAT IS THE READING PROGRAM THAT WAS INCLUDED IN THE 
BUDGET DEAL? 

A: The agreement includes my plan to help make sure that every child learns to read well 
and independently by the end of third grade. Secretary Riley and Harris Wofford, the 
CEO of the Corporation for National and Community Service, will be working with 
Congress on some of the details. What I have proposed includes: 

• America's Reading Corps: 25,000 reading specialists and 11,000 AmeriCorps 
members serving as recruitors and coordinators, to enlist an army of one million 
volunteer tutors. 

• Parents as First Teachers: Grants to foster effective programs that help parents 
help their children to become successful readers (e.g. HIPPY). 

• Head Start expansion. 
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Additional Questions on the Test 

Will children wi th disabilities and limited English proficiency be included in these 
" t es t s? 

We want to make sure that students with disabilities and students with 
This means that we 

A:fes 
limited English will be able to take the test whenever possible. 

.pi 
wilUprovide the math test in Spanish. It also means that when the tests are 

t l 
; yadrninistered, schools would provide accommodations that students need such as 

id response time for students wi th disabilities or access to an English 
iry for the math test for students wi th limited English proficiency. 

Q^Why is the math test being given in English and Spanish but the reading test is 
ite only being given in English? 

7 

i^: Developing the ability to read in English is a basic skill that every child must 
i l iave to succeed in American schools and society. However, there are many recent 
' immigrants at the 8th grade level who may not speak English well but who can do 
advanced math and should be asked to show what math they know. We are 
providing a bilingual math test in Spanish and English because Spanish is the most 
common language other than English among students. 

Q: Will you allow kids to use calculators on the new tests? Shouldn't kids know 
their multiplication tables on their own and not rely on calculators? 

A: Kids should learn the basics. They should know how to add, subtract, multiply 
and divide without using a calculator. However,-afte^-a-ehild=ha§JD[astered the 
basics, calculators can be a usefy j l - tool^r solving complicated matF 
reSlemslcarning more difficult nTCtFiematicg>~Ajtef-3~ctnT^Tias mastered arithmetic, 

hopefully bv the end of foiiilti-Of-fifth-cjrSae, calculators can be useful for solving 
complicated math problems. As part of the test development process, an advisory 
committe of outstanding math teachers and other experts will be considering this 
issue. 



to decide what the best combination of tests would be. 

Q. You say these are "national, not federal" standards and tests. What exactly does 
that mean, especially since the U.S. Department of Education is going to develop 
them? 

A. It means that while the federal goverment will fund the development of the tests, it is not 
in charge of what the tests measure, when they are administered, or how they are used in 
schools and communities around the country. 

The tests will be based on the existing National Assessment of Education Progress, which 
is already used in more than 40 states. The content for these tests ~ the reading and math 
skills they measure — have already been determined by outside groups of teachers, 
curriculum specialists and others, and by agreement of state education officials. These 
content firameworks for reading and math are widely accepted and are based on 
widespread input, and strong state involvement. They truly are national standards, built 
from the bottom up. And they are challenging for our youngsters. The new tests I have 
proposed will measure the same math and reading skills that NAEP already measures. 

The federal goverrmient will pay for the development of these tests, just as it helps pay 
for other research and development in education and other policy areas, and just as it has 
paid for the National Assessment of Education Progress for almost 30 years. Providing 
good information and good tools to improve our schools has long been part of the federal 
govemment's role in education, and should remain so. 

Vouchers 
Q: I think voucher programs provide an opportunity to some parents they otherwise 

would not have ~ to send their child to a private or parochial school. What is your 
position on school vouchers? 

A: I believe there are better ways to provide greater school choice to students and their 
families. One very good way is to have every state pass a charter school law that allows 
parents and teachers to start new public charter schools that stay open only as long they 
do a good job. In fact, 1 have proposed nearly doubling the charter school start-up 
program (to $100 million next year) to help start 3,000 charter schools over the next 
several years. 

While I support public school choice, 1 oppose federally funded tuition vouchers for 
private elementary and secondary schools. 1 also oppose state funded and locally funded 
vouchers^whiclv4ak€"money away from public schools. 

•3 ^ ^ ^ L . A' 1 



PHOTOCOPY 
MISC. HANDWRITING 

to improve teaching and learning. There are no federal standards or curriculum, and no 
requirement for outcome&^ased education or any other particular approach. 

With regard to a"federal takeover" of local schools, that simply isn't accurate. Goals 
2000 supports local control, not federal control. You don't have to take my word for this. 
Harrison County and some 40 other school systems in West Virginia have received Goals 
2000 funds. You should ask teachers, principals, school board members or p ;̂ents in 
those communities if Secretary Riley and the U.S. Department of Education/have come 
in and set their curriculum or otherwise tried to tell them what to do. 

The national tests we are discussing today are focused on basic reading and math skills 
that all students should master. They are not part of Goals 2000 in any way, and you 
don't have to give thejests in order to keep receiving Goals 2000 funds. However, I 
believe every state^ould participate in Goals 2000 and in these tests. They are both 
ways of helping our students reach for the highest possible standards. 

Q. The School-to-Work program has been somewhat controversial in West Virginia. Is 
it true that School-to-Work tracks kids into inferior programs of study with low 
academic standards and requires them to make job decisions in elementary and 
middle schools? 

A. No. The School-to-Work Program is designed to give students the academic and on-the-
job^training to prepare them for high skill jobs and further education. School-to-Work 
does not in any way track students into certain career paths, nor limit their options. It 
gives students and parents information and opportunities to explore a wide range of 
career options, and it helps make sure that students learn basic and advanced academic 
skills that will prepare them either for work or for college. 

Testing and Standards Issues 
Do you believe students should be required to pass these tests in order to be 
promoted to the next grade level? 

I believe that if we set standards for students, they should be required to meet the 
standards in order to be promoted from elementary to middle school, from middle school 
to high school, and before graduating from high school. When I was Govemor, we 
required students to pass an 8th grade test before moving into high school. While some 
students had difficulty passing the test the first time, almost everyone did ultimately. We 
gave extra help to students who needed it, including summer school. And over time, the 
percentage of students who passed the test on the first time increased, as students, 
teachers and parents came to understand how well the did mattered. 

I believe every state should require students to meet standards before they move on.̂  
Every state gives their own tests, in addition to these national tests. Each state will heed 

\, V.1 -^W Mu.^ ccow v-n ^ t 
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May 18, 1997 

TO: Mike Cohen 
Terry Peti.erson 
B i l l Kincaid 
Aviva Steinberg 

FROM: Regan Burke 

RE: WV Town Hall on Ed Standards 

Harrison COunty School Superintendent, Bob K i t t l e , gathered a group 
of teachers, business people and community leadjsrs, together 
sometitne i n the past few days' to draw up a l i s t of questions that 
they think the coinmunity would l i k e the president to answer. I 
think t h i s project was prompted by my asking f o r information f o r 
the b r i e f i n g book. I had NO PART i n fom u l a t i n g these questions. 
THis i s a very b r i g h t group of people and some of them w i l l be 
part i c i p a n t s . 

I need someone to FAX me the Call to Action and/or a description of 
the president's ed agenda. K i t t l e and others are asking f o r 
information f o r a meeting they are having tomorrow night w i t h some 
of the p a r t i c i p a n t s . They want to be prepared. I am going to the 
meeting to t e l l people how to address the president and how to hold 
a mike K i t t l e wants to have an. issues discussion but hie* w i l l 
handle that p o r t i o n . 

Please FAX to me at K i t t l e ' s o f f i c e : 304/624-3361. Thanks. 
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EDUCATOR Schools can not have the total responsibility for making sure students are literate 
and fiinctional in society. What can you do to make sure parents understand what 
Ihey need tc do to meet their children's educational needs before enterina school, 
and, while they are in elementary school, middle school and high school? 

EDUCATOR With television and other interests, children do not read for pleasure, Therefore, 
they do not become proficient readers. How can America become a natigiuof 
readers? 

EDUCATOR Across the board, governmental services have been provided to schools that meet 
the guidelmes for Title I allocations. What about the students who are in schools 
who do not meet the Ipw-ecpnomic criteria but have real academic and personal 
needs? " " 

EDUCATOR Since the Educational Initiatives are a nationa] referendum, what can the federal 
govermnent or the business commumty due to hurdle barriers such as funding to 
meet these national goals? 

EDUCATOR What can schools do to provide the latest technology for our smdents to enter the 
work force with the necessary skills? Should teadier-training part ofthe plan? 

EDUCATOR The National Institute of Education has collected research about reading, teaching 
and leaming. How are these reports beinf» shnreH with the public and educaiors? 

EDUCATOR What will the govemment do to encourage teachers to RO back to school to update 
their certifications and acquire new skills? 

EDUCATOR What happened to the idea of national slandards for various subiects? Is it likelv 
these standards will be unplemented? 

EDUCATOR What is the difTerence between educational systems in staiê  that score in the top 
ten on the National Assessment for Educational Progress test and those that score 
in the bottom? I5 there a plan to share the success sMiss of the top ten with the 
bottom ten states? Since fimding can not be the source of all successes, what is'' 

EDUCATOR With the emphasis of connecting classrooms to the Internet, how can our public 
school children be protected from the harmful aspects ofthe hiternet without 
infringing on the availability of material for higher educational institutions or die 
constitutional right of freedom of speech? 

EDUCATOR With the recent ruling on E-rates, over 2 billion dollars were made available for 
communications and Intemet connecdons in schools and libraries. As of now, this 
is on a first come-first-served basis. Will these funds be made available again and 
how can equitv in distribution be guaranteed? 

EDUCATOR The International Reading Association, the National Council of Teachers of 
English, the National Coimcil for Teachers of Mathematics, and the Music 
Educators National Conference have worked to produce Standards for the English 
Language Arts, mathematics, and the arts. Are you working wiih these educational 
orcanizations m your call to action for American Education'''. 

EDUCATOR 
PRINCIPAL 

Educational Summits, National Initiatives, Govemor's Conferences on Education 
have set goals for the educational community, What can the state, county, or local 
school systems do to implement these goals? 

EDUCATOR 
PRINCIPAL 

The United States has a high rate of teen pregnancy. Wliat ideas do vou have tn 
address this problem? 

EDUCATOR 
PRINCIPAL 

I am a school prmcipal. I want to be accountable as an educator and be a pan of " 
the "village" to help raise the children. What assurances can you give me that I 
will be allowed to do this? 
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BUSINESS What can businesses do to help the educational community tqjtay_up tn date with 
the major technological-advances-that are occumng today? 

BUSINESS Tbi<: school in which we sit todav has over 20 business partnerships, our county 
probably leads the state in the number of partners per school. As a partner in 
/>Hnr.flt;r.n anrf a sfihool to work place provider, how can I assist the students who 
pass through my place of business with the rising costs'ofcdljBge tuitiwi?_ Could a 
national program of tuition credit for workplace experience be established? 

BUSINESS I am a business owner. I want to open up my busuicss to the schools to work 
program. How can you help me to face the liability issue to bring students into the 
workplace? 

BUSINESS How do we provide equitj[ îfacilities and opportunities for all students across the 
country? 

BUSINESS How can local and state government work more closely with federal govemment 
to povide greater efficiency in financing our schools and its programs to move 
into the 21" Century? 

BUSINESS Could there be tax relief for those small businesses which provide opportunities 
for our students via job shadowing, mentoring or apprenticeships? 

BUSINESS I want to have a greater role in my community to provide a quality educational 
svstem. What ideas do you have that would allow the business community to 
become more involved? What role should the busmess community have in setting 
tb<» ctiyidardP "f instpif-i-jpn for a school to Hdrires.s the needs ofthe students? 

BUSINESS You have seen many educational programs across the world. In your opinion, how 
docs the US compare, and what do3̂ e need tn do, or continue to do, to be the best_ 
in the world that meets the needs of all students? 

BUSINESS Businesses are embracmg technology in the work world. However, small 
businesses cenainly do not have resources to expand technology to its greatest 
potential. Students will be coming into the work force, perhaps qualified as 
technologically elite workers. How can business keep up and .stay in the black? 

BUSINESS As a business owner, how can I work with colleges and universities to ensure that 
graduates have the business skills needed to enter Ihe.work place? 

BUSINESS I am an employer and need well-rounded and trainable employees. I am unable to 
expand and update the skills of my employees because of limited capital 
resources. Should the govenunent be a partner in providing assistance for 
employee training in the private sector and to help me update and expand the skills 
of my employees? Is ijjeasible to work with thê education system in providing 
this training? 

EDUCATION 
HIGHER ED 

You have called upon colleges to commit half of increased funding for work-study 
to support community service jobs, In specific instances, that implementation has 
begun in WV. What assistance or attraction makes the communitv service work 
study feasible both economicallv and logistiGa44v-for varving college.s to be 
involved? Is that increased funding then being minimized by the service job 
requirement? 

EDUCATION 
HIGHER ED 

Thanks to the excellent cooperation between higher education and public 
secondary education in our region, we have been able to provide articulatioo 
agreements which allow high school students to complete numerous hours of 
college credit while still in high school. Do you see this reciprocity possible on a 
national level? 
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GOVER>JMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

PARENT 

What is the federal govemment's responsibility to public education in America 
and how doe§ govcnuncnt fulfill that responsibility without becoming the "big 
brother" that seems to permeate our society today? 

West Virginia and her citizens and many of our students suflcr from the lack of 
proper medical attention. Will a national medical bill |ie forthcoming to provide 
medical care and/or insurance at affordable rates? 
I don't want to see a raise in taxes, but I want the federal govenunent to play a 
stronger role in helping the local and state educational systems meet estabUshed 
goals and to help the student be prepared for the work force. How can this be 
done without raising taxes? 
Part ofthe schoflLconstruction initiative says that stated will Administer the 
subsidies and that funds will be allocated for districts with the largest number of 
poor children and that state participation is voluntary. Can a local districtapplv 
directly to the US Department of Education ifjhe state government ha" f̂ '̂ f̂ tf̂ '̂  
to participate? 
Educational equity for all children is my concem. How does a rural child have the 
same opportunities to score well on a national test as an urban child with possibly 
more opportunities? 
What will be the govermnent's role m making sure that my preschoQleuiadll be 
able to read hy the foSth^ade? How can that be monitored before he reaches the 
4'^de? 
Your call to action wants to make sure our schools instill basic American values. 
What are.thessjyalues, and how do you plan to make this happen? 
Since the crime rate is steadily decreasing, we need to continue to address the root 
causes of crime such as illiteracy, poverty Joblessness-and-prajiidice. What 
programs are we initiating to addrgssJiiese-piQblems. especially literacy?"^ 
How-san vou be a role model to the children and parents to motivate Americans to 
read and wrhe on a daily basis? 
How does your administration plan to address and emphasize the importance that 
good nutrition plays in the ability ofthe child to leam? 
How will our schools meet the total needs of our students to rtiake well rounded, 
individuals who are emotionally, socially, and physically prepared? My c.oncern 
is tliat we do not produce studentsjvho_are jusUeghnologicaUy,^^ 
prepared. "̂̂ -̂  
What IS the status ofthe availability of tax credits to parent.; who have providing 
their childi en a private education through home schooling, charter schools, 7 
parochial or other private schools? 
Wc are a middle income family with two children in college. What can tiie 
government do to help? Wc know plans are in tiie works to offer financial 
assistance or tax credits. When can we expect these? 
Do you agree tiiat volunteerism makes a difference in schools? What can be done 
to allow volunteers io become actively involved in tiie educational process while 
at the same time protecting the safety and privacy of tiie students? 
I am a p^^Undjt:sJbfienjiong time since I've been ip_grhoni T Inck a lot of the 
necessary skills to help my child receive the best possible education. Do you have 
any suggestions for me or for tiie educational community to help otiiers like me? 
Tlirough school consolidations, many technological expansions are economically 
feasible because funding can be focused on one location. This availability enables 
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the concept of consolidated schools to flourish. However, we know that a school 
can get too large. Is there a maximum cap on the size ofa school before it 
expands into a gargantuan proportion? 

PARENT What is your vision for the use of the Iptemet in the evcrvdav classroom? 
PARENT How can a fourth gradecjje assured ofa successful fiimre? 
STUDENT How can I be assured tiiat what I am leaming will prepare me fnr my fiihir*. m t̂ A 

job^rce.or for post high school education or for even the many career changes 
that economists say I'm going to have to make? 

STUDENT Robert C. Byrd is a wonderful facility, but it's tiie smdents and teachers lhat 
.couut. How can you safeguard that students do not become less important than 
buildings and technology? 

STUDENT We all realize that government can only do so much when it comes to education. 
While it can build new schools, fund various programs, and raise national 
standards, its powers are limited when it comes to advancing personal motivation 
and achievement among smdents. I see tiie lack of individual will and desire to 
succeed in school as a major problem facing our country today and my question is; 
How do wc develop pj;if;itivf! nnjmdes aiaap^ <ii'̂ ''nis toward education'̂  

STUDENf 12™ 
GRADE 

One of your statements in the educational action plan is to make sure there's a 
talented teacher in every classroom. I would be a good teacher, but will probably 
not choose to be a teacher because of the salary. I§ there anytiiing the government 
can do to make tiie salary of teachers pT:p.ate.r tr> ati-r̂ rt tfl'-ntH and caprible 
students? 

STUDENT 12'" 
GRADE 

One ofthe areas of education tiiat is exUremely important to me as a smdent is in 
tiiejlng^s. It has helped me to develop discipline and an ability to appreciate 
tiie classic and modem works in music, art and tiieater. My question to you is 
"What are your feelings regarding tiie importance ofthe arts in tiie school system 
today and why is it not included in your ten points"? 

STUDENT 12'" 
GRADE 

In light of tiie school to work initialive.̂ students are goino to be nV>lf tn jnh 
shadow. What if the area I live in does not allow me tiie opportunity to experience 
tiie area in which I'm interested? What's going to be done to allow me to pursue 
this area of interest? 

STUDENT 12'" 
GRADE 

Many students in tiiis area are from welfare assisted families. How does your 
jvglfarp reform prnsram plan to continue to help tiiose who are needy and at tiie 
same time shift responsibility firom govemment to tiie people'> 

STUDENT 12'" 
GRADE 

As a senior, I am preparing for tiie next step in my education-college. I know thaT 
I will be relying on federal programs including tiie work-study program, as well as 
federal loans, and grants to pay for my education. Witii such-a considerable 
dependence on federal aid, my question is "Can I be assured of tiiese funds in the 
ftiture'? 

STUDENT 12'" 
GRADE 

I d hke to have more say m tiie classes I take. Why aren't tiiere more choices for 
me to take based on my needs or interests instead of set euniculum offerings'? 

STUDENT 4'" 
GRADE 

How does what I'm leammg m my fourth grade class comparf̂  with what anotiier 
fourth grade student i.s lennrnno in.r'aUfni-niQ Ynrl- nrrvrn TTmn" 

STUDENT 4'" 
GRADE 

I would hke for my parents to be at home witii me to help me in the evenings But 
they have to work and can't be tiiere to help me. There is an after-school program 
at my friend s school. Will tiiere be any money to have after-school programs at 
other schools like mme? ^ 

o 

0 
b 

l> 



STUDENT 8'" 
GRADE 

Why do I go to school for twelve years and other students in other countries go to 
school for 13 or 14 years. Do some of us need more than 12 years to be ready for 
the job force?^ 

STUDENTS'" 
GRADE 

Why do we have to compare me with students m otherplaceŝ  How are tiie STUDENTS'" 
GRADE results gomg lo be used? 
STUDENT 8"' 
GRADE 

Whv did vou choose Harrison County West Virgmia for fliis fu-st education town 
meeting? 

STUDENT 8 '" 
GRADE 

I saw on the news about people walking into schools and shooting students. How 
can I be sure that my school is safe? 

STUDENT HIGH 
SCHOOL 

One ofthe 10 principles in your Call to Action for American Education plan 
challenges every state to adopt and implement some form of i}ational testing to 
raise educational standards. However, it seems by the time we reach tiie age of 8, 
we have all been tested, rated, ranked, and virtually stamped for the rest of our 
education with a particular score or grade that allows us to be easily sorted and 
separated. What provisions do you feel should be made to insure that these 
standardized tests do not inaccurately label smdents? 

h 



to improve teaching and leaming. There are no federal standards or euniculum, and no 
requirement for outcomeŝ âsed education or any other particular approach. 

With regard to a"federal takeover" of local schools, that simply isn't accurate. Goals 
2000 supports local control, not federal control. You don't have to take my word for this. 
Harrison County and some 40 other school systems in West Virginia have received Goals 
2000 funds. You should ask teachers, principals, school board members or parents in 
those communities if Secretary Riley and the U.S. Department of Education] have come 
in and set their euniculum or otherwise tried to tell them what to do. 

The national tests we are discussing today are focused on basic reading and math skills 
that all students should master. They are not part of Goals 2000 in any way, and you 
don't have to give thejests in order to keep receiving Goals 2000 funds. However, I 
believe every state^hould participate in Goals 2000 and in these tests. They are both 
ways of helping our students reach for the highest possible standards. 

The School-to-Work program has been somewhat controversial in West Virginia, 
it true that School-to-Work tracks kids into inferior programs of study with low 
academic standards and requires them to make job decisions in elementary and 
middle schools? 

Is 

No. The School-to-Work Program is designed to give students the academic and on-the-
job/training to prepare them for high skill jobs and further education. School-to-Work 
does not in any way track students into certain career paths, nor limit their options. It 
gives students and parents information and opportunities to explore a wide range of 
career options, and it helps make sure that students leam basic and advanced academic 
skills that will prepare them either for work or for college. 

Testing and Standards Issues 
Do you believe students should be required to pass these tests in order to be 
promoted to the next grade level? 

I believe that i f we set standards for students, they should be required to meet the 
standards in order to be promoted from elementary to middle school, from middle school 
to high school, and before graduating from high school. When 1 was Govemor, we 
required students to pass an 8th grade test before moving into high school. While some 
students had difficulty passing the test the first time, almost everyone did ultimately. We 
gave extra help to students who needed it, including summer school. And over time, the 
percentage of students who passed the test on the first time increased, as students, 
teachers and parents came to understand how well the did mattered. 

I believe every state should require students to meet standards before they move on. 
Every state gives their own tests, in addition to these national tests. Each state will need 
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IDEA and Discipline l ' ^ 4 

Q. I am concerned about keeping our schools safe and disciplined. I understand that ^^'HT 
the new special education law (IDEA) just passed by Congress still makes it difficult^ ^ — A - ^ 
to discipline disruptive students who are disabled. How can the other students learn ^ c*-^ 
if teachers can't maintain order? \ 5̂,_̂  IA^WS.*. i-u ' i / .^ 

A. First, let me point/that the federal special education law, first passed in the 1970's, has ^ | 
been essential for providing education opportunities for children with disabilities. Before 
that law was passed, many children with disabilities were denied an education. Since the 
law was passed, educational opportunities for children with disabilities have increased 
dramatically, because the law guarantees an education to these children. This is a good 
thing, because the education of every child is important, because education is the way for 
for all of our people to become productive and independent citizens. I am proud to be 
able to sign, next month, the bill continuing this law in effect. 

Second, I agree that it is very important for all children that classrooms be orderly places 
where children can leam and teachers can teach. While maintaining the responsibility to 
provide children with disabilities with a free and appropriate education, this new bill 
strengthens the ability of teachers and principals to deal with disruptive or dangerous 
students, including those with disabilities. It does this by: 

• making it easier for principals to remove/children with disabilities who bring a 
gun, weapon or drugs to school, or who pose a danger to themselves, their 
teachers or their classmate^ from the claaroom/while continuing to provide them 
with an education in another setting. 

• making it easier to address a child's behavior problems early on ~ before they get 
out of hand ~ by requiring that these be considered in the development of an 
Individual Education Plan, and by making the regular classroom teacher a part of 
the team that develops the plan. 

Finding the right balance between the protection of individual HghJs-^d the needs of a 
larger group is often ̂ ^fficulj^^issu©^^ am pleased that the Congress, with an 
overwhelming bipartisan majority, has found a way to strike that balance. 

Goals 2000 and School-to-Work Controversies 
Q. Aren't these tests just another version of your Goals 2000 program, in which the 

federal government promotes outcomes-based education, politically-correct history, 
and a federal takeover of our schools? 

A. N«/Goals 2000 provides federal support for state and local efforts to raise academic 
standards in the basic skills and core academic subjects, and for local, bottom up efforts 

T r Or ZiS^Q ^ ' ^ 



Budget-Related Questions 
Q: Why doesn't the budget plan include help for school construction? 

A: This is a critical need, and I have proposed a plan for jump-starting State and local 
school construction and renovation efforts. Unfortunately, there was considerable 
resistance in tiie budget negotiations to including it in tiie agreement. I am 
disappointed that it could not be included. 

• We should remember that if we failed to reach agreement on a balanced budget 
plan, that would have made local school construction efforts more difficult, by 
raising interest rates. 

• On balance, the agreement was a tremendous success on education overall. 

• Within the context of the agreement, I will continue to look for opportunities to 
address this problem. 

Q: Won't Your HOPE Scholarship plan cause college tuitions to go up even more tha/n 
they already have beeji? 

A: Actually, Federal aid does not seem to have much of an effect on tuition costs. When 
Federal college aid was rising in the 1970s, real college tuitions remained fairly steady. 
But when real Federal aid dropped slightly during the 1980s, that is when tuitions rose 
most sharply. One study suggests that is partly because colleges are trying to provide aid 
to the lowest-income students, and to do that they increase tuition for everyone else. By 
restoring the Federal government's commitment to financial aid — for both low-income 
and middle-income families — we are helping to reduce one of the pressures that 
increases tuition and fees. 

Q: Will the IRS be looking at my grades to see if I'm eligible for the HOPE 
Scholarship?]! 



[NOTE: On Sunday, Frank Raines told CNN that "we think that having the IRS trying to 
enforce grades may be going a little too far, and we're going to try to find a way to 
simplify the program."] 

The IRS would not be looking at student transcripts. But I do want to make sure that We 
are not only helping people pay for college, but also that they have an incentive to work 
hard once they are there. A new study from Georgia State University suggests that the 
grade requirement in Georgia's HOPE Scholarship plan has helped some of the 
borderline students, those who started out very close to the B average, to perform better 
in college. 

I have gotten some feedback about the grade requirement in my HOPE Scholarship plan, 
and Secretary Riley and Secretary Rubin will be working closely with Congress to make 
sure that we encourage students to work hard, but that we do it in a simple way, without 
imposing any undue burdens on taxpayers or colleges. 

DOES THE BUDGET AGREEMENT CUT STUDENT LOANS? 

No, it will not affect student loan bonowers in any way. There are some savings to 
taxpayers that we can achieve by making govemment more efficient and reducing 
subsidies to middlemen ~ something that I proposed in my Budget in January — and the 
negotiators agreed to some of those changes to help bring the deficit down by $1.7 
billion. But the agreement makes it clear that there can be no cuts in benefits or 
availability of loans. (And colleges may continue to choose to participate iri the Direct 
Loan program or the guarantee system). 

Q: WITH THE TAX CUTS, WILL THERE BE ANY MONEY LEFT FOR 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS? 

A: The budget agreement includes the largest increase in our investment in education in 30 
years, and the largest single boost in college aid since the G.I. Bill. It includes: 

• Roughly $35 billion in tax cuts for higher education, consistent with the HOPE 
Scholarship and $10,000 tax deduction. 

• Pell Grant Expansion, ki&hid^the largest increase in two decades — a funding 
boost of 25%. The maximum award will reach $3,000, an increase of $300. In 
the 1998 budget alone, an additional 348,000 students will receive grants: 130,000 
young people from moderate-income families, and 218,000 low income students 
over the age of 24. 



Technology Literacy. Double funding to help ensure that computers are in every 
classroom, every classroom is connected to the Intemet, all teachers are trained, 
and that high quality software and on-line resources are available to help schools 
integrate technology into the cumculum so that students can become 
technologically literate. 

Head Start. Continued expansion toward my goal of 1 million kids in 2002. 

America Reads. A child literacy initiative consistent with the America Reads 
Challenge, to mobilize volunteers to help every child leam to read well and 
independently by the end of third grade. 

Job Corps and other Job Training. A 12% increase for job training programs, 
including continued expansion of Job Corps 



Q: DOES TUTORING MAKE A DIFFERENCE? AREN'T TEACHERS MOST 
IMPORTANT^ 

A: Even the best teachers will tell you that some children need extra help outside the 
classroom hours in order to catch up. And the research shows that tutoring programs that 
provide consistent help, with trained tutors, can make a big difference. For example: 

—In Simpson County, Kentucky, 25 AmeriCorps members helped second graders jump 3 
reading levels in one year 

—At Hands on Atlanta, in the first three years of AmeriCorps involvement, the schools 
have seen an 11 percent increase in performance on national standardized tests in reading 
and in math, and 25 percent few discipline problems. 

—At Reading One-to-One in Texas, with just a semester of tutoring, children improve one 
full reading level. 

Q: How will these tests affect students who participate in home schooling? 

A: In a legal sense, it will not affect those students at all. No student in a home school will 
be required to take these tests, though they will be able to if they want to. Every parent 
will have access to the tests on the Intemet each year, so if they want to see for 
themselves how well their students are measuring up against these standards, they can 
find out. 

One of your goals is to make sure every 12 year old can log on to the Internet. I 
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DRAFT Q & A's for the President 

National Standards/National Tests 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

1^ 

standards: Why is the development of national standards so 
important noi6'.̂  

Student achievement is not improving fast enough. Today's 
economy demands higher and higher levels of skill and education 
to succeed in all types of jobs and far too many children are not 
meeting the standards that will prepare them for tomorrow. High 
standards pull young people up and encourage them to work 
harder and create high expectations for themselves. They also 
provide a benchmark for parents and teachers for what children 
should know and whether they are learning it. Places that have set 
high standards have made progress in student achievement. I 
want that improvement for all our children. 

standards: How are you going to ensure that all children can 
meet these high standards? 

First, these tests, together with state and local tests, will help heLp^ 
teachers and parents know which children need help and what 
help they need. 

Second, these tests are about lifting our students up, not putting 
them down. We ^"niust make sure that our students have safe and 
orderly classrooms, well prepared teachers, access to good 
textbooks, computers and other technology that will connect them 
to the information superhighway. 

I'm doing my part to help by making sure that the federal 
government makes a substantial investment in education. And 

Secretary Riley and the Education Department will continue to 
provide information on the best practices in each area. But the 
primary responsibility lies here with those of you in this room — 
parents, teachers and principals, school board members, others in 
the community and state and local officials. You have the 
responsibility to come together and provide our students with the 
preparation they need, for these standards and for the 
future. 



Question: National Test. What are you doing to support participation of 
students with disabilities in the 4th and 8th grade assessments 
you are developing? 

Answer: We must expect more of all our children, including those with 
disabilities. The Department of Education, which is working with 
education experts to help develop the tests, will make the 4th 
grade reading and 8th grade math tests available to states and 
schools in formats accessible to students with disabilities. In 
addition, schools will be able to get technical assistance and other 
support to help ensure that students with disabilities are 
appropriately included. 

Question: Why 4'^ grade reading and 8''' grade math? 

Answer: Reading and math are two of the most basic skills. Children can't 
move ahead in school in any subject if they can't read English by 
the 4"̂  grade. And 8''' grade math is a pivotal point in terms of 
making sure that a student has mastered the mathematics she 
needs to move forward in high school and go to college or into the 
work place. 

Children go to school for the first three years of grade school to 
learn how to read, so they can spend the rest of their years reading 
to learn. There is a strong link between low reading skills, falling 
behind in school, disruptive behavior, and dropping out. Yet, 
about 40% of our children are not learning how to read well and 
independently by the end of third grade, decreasing their chances 
of succeeding in school and in life. We need to change this. 

8th grade math is also a critical turning point for students. At that 
point, students need to have mastered the basics of math — 
including the foundations of algebra and geometry — so they are 
prepared to go on and take the harder math and science courses 
they need for college preparation or jobs right out of high school. 
In our high technology, international economy, our students will 
need to know more mathematics than most of us adults learned. 
And, having good math skills is increasingly a prerequisitefor 
getting a good job, students who don't take algebra and geometry 
are much less likely to go to college than students who do. 

Unfortunately, right now, the United States is below the 



international average in math at 8th grade. We can do better. 
Many more young people should be taking algebra by the end of 
the 8 th grade so they can take more advanced course in high 
school. That is what most 13 year olds are doing around the world. 
Only 25% of our 8th graders have learned algebra ~ as opposed to 
almost 100% of students in other industrialized nations. Having a 
national benchmark in math at 8th grade will show whether our 
students are where they should be. 

Question: What about other national standards that have been developed in 
subjects like science and history? Do you support those? Why do 
you focus so much on reading and math? 

Answer: There have been excellent voluntary national standards produced 
in several subjects, such as math, geography, and civics, that 
many states and districts are finding useful as they develop their 
own state and local standards. Other proposed standards, such as 
the controversial history standards, have not been as successful. 
At the national level we are focusing on reading and math because 
they are the first basics, and there is a grassroots, national 
consensus that every student needs to master these two core 
subjects. 

Question: Isn't 4̂ *" grade too late for a reading test? 

Answer: No. Children are expected to have made the transition from 
learning to read to reading to learn by the 4th grade. This is the 
critical turning point — and the point we should measure to see 
that all our students are making it. 

Of course, a short national test in reading does not replace what 
teachers and parents have always done — paying attention to 
children's progress in learning to read all through the critical early 
childhood years. 

Question: How will these tests differ from existing tests? What will they tell 
us that we don't already know? 

Answer: These tests will provide information to parents and teachers about 
individual student scores and how close a child is to reaching high 
national standards. Currently, there is no way of knowing whether 
your child's progress or your child's school is measuring up to 
national and international standards. Now, each state sets its own 



standards, and some are more difficult than others, so it is 
difficult for parents to tell how well their child is actually doing 
compared with tough, meaningful national and international 
benchmarks—the kind they will be judged against in the real world. 
These tests will give parents and teachers, wherever they live, an 
opportunity to know how their children are doing. 

Question: Who decides what is on the tests? 

Answer: The tests will be based on the widely accepted frameworks of the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). These 
frameworks are developed by nationally recognized teachers and 
other educators and community leaders, with input from 
thousands of interested parents, teachers and others interested in 
edcuation. 

At present 43 states — including West Virginia — participate in the 
NAEP and have agreed that the NAEP frameworks in reading and 
math are good standards for what students should know in these 
critical subjects. 

Question: Will the federal govemment have my child's test score? Will it be 
private? 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

u 

"f-2-

The federal government will not be collecting individual student 
scores. It will be up to states and communities to do that, if they 
choose to and they will have to keep individual student scores 
confidential. 

What will happen to students who fail the test? 

We are developing these tests so that parerits-and teachers get 
accurate information about how studertt^s^e doing in relation to 
challenging national and international standards. I believe we 
should give extra help—in„Gla!^, special tutoring after school, 
summer school if n^essaiy—to students who need it. It is up to 
states, commimityieaders, teachers and parents to determine how 
they will respond to such needs in their community. 

Likewise, it will be up to each state and community how they want 
STO use the test results — and what sanctions they want to provide 
schools and students who aren't doing well. 1 have encouraged 



states and school districts to make sure that students are ready to 
advance from school to school, and to hold teachers and schools 
accountable for student performance. 

Question: 

Answer: 

Do you believe students should be required to^pass these tests in 
order to be promoted to the next grade level?^^ 

I believe that if we set standards for^students, they should be 
required to meet the standards mforder to be promoted from 
elementary to middle school, from middle school to high school, 
and before graduating from>high school. When I was Governor, we 
required students to passion 8th grade test before moving into 
high school. While some students had difficulty passing the test 

first time, almost everyone did ultimately. We gave extra help 
tudents wh^needed it, including summer school. And over 
e, the percentage of students who passed the test on the first 

time increased, as students, teachers and parents came to 
understand how well the did mattered. 

I beU'eve every state should require students to meet standards 
before they move on. Every state gives their own tests, in addition 
t̂o these national tests. Each state will need to decide what the 
best combination of tests would be. 

Question: How much will it cost to give the tests? 

Answer: The total cost of developing the new tests will be between $10 - 12 
million per year in 1997 and 1998. The cost of administering the 
new tests is estimated tobe$10-$12 per student, and I've 
proposed that the Department of Education reimburse these costs 
for the first year. This investment is more than worth it to make 
sure we are doing all we can to help students master the basics. 

Question: How will you ensure that teachers are prepared to help students 
meet these high standards? 

Answer: Making sure that our teachers are prepared to teach to these high 
standards is a shared responsibility, primarily among school 
systems, colleges and unversities, states, and the teachers 
themselves. 



We must do a better job of preparing teachers before they get to 
the classroom, and helping them in their first several years. And 
we have to help teachers keep learning while they are on the job. 

We also need standards of excellence for teachers and we've got to 
reward excellence. That's why I support the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards, which has deveveloped tough 
teacher standards. Today they are only about 500 nationally 
board certified teachers in the country, and none in West Virginia. 
I think we need at least one master teacher inn every school. I 
hope West Virginia will take steps to do this and I have put money 
in my budget to help. 

\ Question: 

Answer: 

How will these tests affect students who participate in home 
schooling? 

In a legal sense, it will not affect those students at all. No student 
in a home school will be required to take these tests, though they 
will be able to if they want to. Every parent will have access to the 
tests on the Internet each year, so if they want to see for 
themselves how well their students are measuring up against these 
standards, they can find out. 



Education-Genera I 

Question: Parenta l Responsibili ty: What can you do to make sure parents 
understand what they need to do to make sure their children are 
ready to start school, and how they can help their children as they 
go through? 

Answer: Over thirty years of research shows that family involvement in 
children's learning is critical to their child's success. There are lots 
of things parents can do to help their children start school ready to 
learn. I strongly urge parents to read to their children starting in 
their earliest years. Schools can provide a welcoming atmosphere 
for parents, while local employers can help by giving paid leave for 
employees to be involved in their children's schools, or provide 
other means for employees to attend parent-teacher conferences or 
volunteer as tutors or mentors. Some of the best employers do it . 

Question: Parenta l Responsibility: What about parents who can't read and 
write, or have other limitations? How can they help their children 
get ready for and successfully proceed through school? 

Answer: Every parent can help, from the first days of a child's life—by 
talking and singing to them, paying attention to them, and helping 
them learn their colors and shapes. All parents can help their kids 
in other ways by showing up at school events, asking kids if they 
need help and getting it for them, being active in school activities, 
and giving them a place to do homework and making sure they do 
it. Through programs like Adult Education and Even Start family 
literacy we support local initiatives that assist parents to gain the 
skills they need to help their children and build a better life for 
themselves and their families. 

Question: Business Community Partnerships: More and more, we are 
finding the need for employees with higher levels of training than 
we are seeing coming into the workplace. How can employers like 
me help ensure that more highly qualified candidates will enter the 
workforce? 

Answer: The business community knows as well as any how important high 
standards are in educating our youth. All over the country, 



businesses have successfully forged partnerships with their local 
school communities to provide resources like apprenticeship and 
mentoring programs, after school programs, etc. Last month, over 
200 high-tech industry leaders who hire graduates from across the 
country endorsed my standards and testing initiative because they 
know first hand how important it is to have highly skilled 
graduates entering their workforces. You can help by partnering 
with your local school community. 

Question: Teacher Salaries: I'd like to become a teacher and I think I'd be a 
good one. But I can't afford it. Is there anything the government 
can do to make teacher salaries greater? 

Answer You set the salary for teachers here in West Virginia, just as states 
and local school districts do across America. In this state you have 
made substantial progress on teachers' salaries during the 1990s. 
Through income-contingent student loans, I have worked to make 
it easier for college graduates to enter teaching or pursue other 
service-related professions where starting salaries are relatively 
low. 

Question: Safe Schools: There are stories all the time about people walking 
into schools and shooting kids, fights, drugs, etc. What is the 
government doing to stop it? 

Answer: I have challenged all schools to put in place high standards of 
discipline and behavior along with tough measures to keep guns 
and drugs out of schools. Last year I protected the Safe and Drug-
Free Schools and Communities program that supports school 
security, and drug and violence prevention programs in 97 percent 
of our country's school districts. I also support school uniforms as 
one way to deter school violence, and have encouraged 
communities to enforce truancy laws. 

Question: The School-to-Work program has been somewhat controversial in 
West Virginia. Is it true that School-to-Work tracks kids into 
inferior programs of study with low academic standards and 



requires them to make job decisions in elementary and middle 
schools? 

Answer: No. The School-to-Work Program is designed to give students the 
academic and on-the-job-training to prepare them for high skill 
jobs and further education. School-to-Work does not in any way 
track students into certain career paths, nor limit their options. It 
gives students and parents information and opportunities to 
explore a wide range of career options, and it helps make sure that 
students learn basic and advanced academic skills that will 
prepare them either fpr work or for college. 



Local Questions/Issues: (The following questions questions were derived from 
a set submitted by Bob Kittle, Harrison County School Superintendent, who 
gathered a group of teachers, students and business and community leaders 
to draw up questions they believed the community would like the President to 
address). 

Question: Intemet Access. With the emphasis on connecting classrooms to 
the Internet, how can our public school children be protected rom 
the harmful aspects of the Internet? 

I am committed to ensuring that our children do not get exposed to 
indecent material and will take all constitutional measures to 
make sure that they don't. I signed the Communications Decency 
Act and we are currently defending that law in court. If the Act is 
invalidated, I will carefully consider alternative routes to the same 
goal. We are also exploring a V-chip for the Internet that will help 
parents screen out this kind of material. 

Question: E-rate. E-rate funds for communications and Internet connection 
schools and libraries are being made on a first-come, first serve 
bass. Will the funds be available again and how will you ensure 
equity in distribution of funds? 

Answer: Over the next several months, the Federal Communication 
Commission will work with the Department of Education and the 
education community to develop as easy application process for 
schools and libraries to follow. I have asked Secretary Riley and 
FCC Chairman Reed Hundt to work with local educators, 
communities and parents on how to help them understand the E-
rate and upgrade their schools to take advantage of it. The level of 
the discount will be higher for the schools in disadvantaged 
neighborhoods and in rural schools with higher costs of connecting 
to the Internet. 

Question: Partnerships. What can local school systems do to help 
implement the goals set by the education summits and your 
national initiatives? 

Answer: There are lots of things that local schools can do: 

• Use the national tests and set high standards. 



• Help prepare techers to become national board-certified and 
reward them when they do. 

• Develop and enforce fair standards of conduct for all 
students. 

• Get the whole community involved in helping young children 
learn to read. Pediatricians should prescribe reading to 
parents of infants and preschoolers. College students and 
others should volunteer to tutor. 

• Keep working, as you are in West Virginia, to make sure 
every 12 year old can log onto the Internet. 

• Start early in letting students and families know that they 
will need at least 2 years of postsecondary education. 

Question: Technology. What can the business community do to help the 
educational community to stay up to date with the major 
technological advances that are occurring today? 

Answer: The business community has been one of the biggest supporters of 
our education technology initiative and West Virginia is a national 
leader in the use of technology in the classrooms. Some 85% of 
West Virginia's schools will be connected to the Internet by the end 
of this year and 14,000 educators have been trained to use 
computers for basic skills instruction. I applaud Bell Atlantic-West 
Virginia for its commitment to wiring schools, IBM for its support 
of technology innovation, and Ashland Oil and others for their 
work on behalf of education reform here in the state. 

Question: School to Work. How do I open my business up to the school to 
work program? 

Answer: Business supports school-to-work partnerships because they 
represent an investment in people which yields access to highly 
trained, versatile workers who are certified and knowledgeable in 
all aspects of an industry. 1 would urge any employer interested in 
getting more involved to talk with their local school system and 
community colleges about how to participate. 



Question: After-School Programs: Both of my parents work. Will there be 
any money to have after-school programs at schools like mine? 

Answer: My budget includes a new initiative to provide safe havens and to 
extend learning opportunities for children and their families at 
schools across the country. The initiative will help after-school, 
summer and weekend programs get started as Community 
Learning Centers and foster community involvement. 

Question: How can we become a nation of readers? 

Answer: My America Reads Challenge is pursuing several essential 
strategies to help our children learn to read: creating more learning 
opportunities to supplement classroom reading instruction; 
encouraging parent involvement to help children develop readiness 
skills for reading beginning at birth, as well as involvement 
throughout the school years; and bringing best teaching practices 
into classrooms. 

The America Reads Challenge legislative proposal specifically 
would build on groundwork laid by classroom teachers, librarians, 
and reading specialists by drawing upon the invigorating spirit of 
community volunteers in tutoring. The proposal encourages family 
and community involvement in the education of America's children 
by linking AmeriCorps members, trained and qualified reading 
professionals, and volunteer tutors to community and school-
based literacy efforts. 

America Reads also calls for the expansion of Head Start to reach 
one million 3- and 4-year-olds; the strengthening and expansion of 
Title I and Even Start Programs to enhance teaching and learning 
during the school day, as well as family literacy efforts; and finally, 
challenging the private sector and community groups to work with 
schools and libraries. 



Right now, each of us can do our part and get involved in the 
America Reads Challenge. 

1) Instill a love of reading in your child. Parents are their 
child's first teachers and learning begins at home. By reading 
aloud to their children regularly and using TV wisely, parents can 
empower their children with the lifelong habit of reading and 
learning. 

2) Call a local school or literacy program and volunteer as a 
reading tutor. Many community and civic groups already sponsor 
tutoring programs and always welcome volunteers. 

3) Call 1-800-USA-LEARN and ask to get involved in 
READ*WRITE*NOW, a summer reading component of the America 
Reads Challenge. 

4) Call the college or university nearest you, or your alma mater, 
to see if it has joined the America Reads Challenge. The best office 
to begin with may be the Financial Aid Offices. 



Need Further Work 

Q: Will children with disabilities and limited English proficiency be included in 
these tests? 

A: Yes. We want to make sure that students with disabilities and students with 
limited English will be able to take the test whenever possible. This means that we 
will provide the math test in Spanish. It also means that when the tests are 
administered, schools would provide accommodations that students need such as 
extended response time for students with disabilities or access to an English 
dictionary for the math test for students with limited English proficiency. 

Q: Why is the math test being given in English and Spanish but the reading test is only 
being given in English? , 

A: Developing the ability to read in English is a basiĉ that every child-has-to have to succeed in 
American schools and society. - On-the other hand, competency in-matLcuts across languages. 
There are many immigrant and other children at the 8"' grade level who have limited English 
proficiency but who can leam advanced math and should be asked to show what math they know. 
We are providing a bilingual math test in Spanish and English because Spanish is the most 
common language other than English among students. 

Q: Will you allow kids to use calculators on the new tests? Shouldn't kids know their 
multiplication tables on their own and not rely on calculators? \ 

tv-
A: Kids should learn the basics. They should know how to add, subtract, muhiply and divide.' 
However, that after a child has mastered the basics, calculators can be a useful tool for learning 
more difficult mathematics. After a child has mastered arithmetic, hopefully by the end of fourth 
or fifth grade, calculators can be effective time-savers so that students spend time applying 
mathematical concepts to real worid problems.- (NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE YET ON 
THIS FOR THE TEST BUT TJIE-:AD\aSORY COMMITTEE MADE UP OF NATIONALLY 
KNOWN MATH TEACHER'̂ S WILL BE ADVISING ON THIS ISSUE-AMTWE-E^aPEGi^ 
THAT-eAfcCULATOtCuGE W T L L ^ PERJvnTTEI>fQR-AT T .FAST PART-QF THE-MATH 
'TEST.) 

; Vet. 

y \ \ Q: How will you ensure^at teachers are prepared to help s 
^ \ these high standards? \ ^ 

\r,^ J A: We have made ahigh-quality^teaching force a key wiority/Two recent rjeports 
the report of the National Commission ori Teaching and-America's FiJture|̂ and ^ _ _ 

the report ofthe Third IntemationabMathematics and Science Study - show that 
much more is required to prepare and support teachers to enable them to teach to 
high standards. 



The Department of Education is focusing on the most effective strategies to 
address the challenges in improving teaching quality and accountability, including 
recmitment, alignment with challenging standards, professional development, and 
rewards for excellence. The Department supports these efforts through its 
programs, including Eisenhower professional development. Title I , and Goals 2000 
funding, as well as by sharing best practices with the field. 

Question: Technology: At the same time that we provide our children 
important and exciting learning opportunities through technology, 
how do we protect our children from the negative influences and 
forces on the Internet? 

Answer: [to be filled in by WH] 
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Q fls A's for the President 

National Standards/National Tests 

Question: Standards: Why is the development of national standards so 
important now? 

Answer: Student achievement is not improving fast enough. Today's 
economy demands higher and higher levels of skill and education 
to succeed in all types of jobs and far too many children are not 
meeting the standards that will prepare them for tomorrow. High 
standards pull young people up and encourage them to work 
harder and create high expectations for themselves. They also 
provide a benchmark for parents and teacherSfor what children 
should know and whether they are learning it. And places that 
have set high standards have shown improvement in student 
achievement. I want that improvement for all our children. 

Question: Standards: How are you going to ensure that all children can 
meet these high standards? 

Answer: 

> 
V 

Question: 

Answer: 

addition, the-f^partmeiitwilLphmtfe-
other support to help schools en̂  
.are appropriately included. 

I have challenged every state and every school to establish 
meaningful standards forjwhat students should know in core 
subjects Iji'ke/i^adin^alKi math^ These ai;gL..thc;±rasics. We will 
develop r>'atio|iaJ^6sts that will lklii.-t3Eie'asure^heth^roiir children 
are meetkig these stand^ds and help us a4just what we teach if 
they are not. These "^Itnaardo give feedback to parents and 
teachers and help let them knowWhat/ftiey need to do to help their 
children succeed. " ^ cXi/̂  cV\kij-^ v-w-̂  l̂ -'̂ i/' 

National Test. What are you doing to support participation of 
students with disabilities in the 4th and 8th grade assessments 
you are developing? , 

The Department of Education, which is working with education 
experts to help develop the tests, will make tne 4th grade reading 
and 8th grade math tests available to states and schools in formatsC 
tkaMviliS^ii^hem-accessible to students with disabilities. In 

:hnical assistance and 
lat students with disabilities 



Q: 

A. 

ere already enoughft̂ sts? 

high standards and mastê ng 
iibWitte/w] 

Question: 

Answer: 

In addition, staffs a£d district^an use tl^/test as^supplemW or replacement to 
parts of their ^sfmg testing progcanMf they \vmt.^j:^-/S)(^iic. I'k^'^ 

4 Why 4"* grade reading and 8"* grade math? 

Reading and math are two ofthe most basic skills. Children can't move ahead in 
school in any subject if they can't read English by the 4*̂  grade. And 8* grade 
math is a pivotal point in terms of making sure that a student has mastered the 
riiathematics she needs to move forward in high school and go to college or into 
the work place. 

Children go to school for the first three years of grade school to leam how to read, 
so they can spend the rest of theu- years reading to leam. There is a strong link 
between low reading skills, falling behind in school, dismptive behavior, and 
dropping out. Yet, about 40% of our children are not leaming how to read well 
and independently by the end of third grade, decreasing their chances of 
succeeding in school and in life. We need fo change this. 

8th grade math is also a critical turning point for students. At that point, students 
need to have mastered the basics of math ~ including the foundations of algebra 
and geometry ~ so they are prepared to go on and take the harder math and 
science courses they need for college preparation or jobs right out of high school. 
In our high technology, intemational economy, our students will need to know 
more mathematics than most of us adults leamed. And, having good math skills is 
increasingly a prerequisitefor getting a good job, students who don't take algebra 
and geometry are much less likely to go to J,ollege than students who do. 

Unfortunately, right now, the United States is below the intemational average in 
math at 8th grade. We can do betterjpvlany more young people should be taking 
algebra by the end ofthe 8th gra<^o they can take more advanced course in high 
school. That is what most 13 y^^lds are doing around the worid. Only 25% of 
our 8th graders have leamed alpbra ~ as opposed to almost 100%o of students in 
other industrialized nations^lving a national benchmark in math at 8th grade will 
show whether our studeiTd r̂e where they should be. 

What about stai^pds in other subjects like science and history? 

I support higWandards not just in reading and math but for 
s tudf t t Igg^ng generally, in all the core subjects, teacher quality, 



and school performance. I also support high standards of 
discipline and conduct, challenging all schools to teach good 
values and gobd citizenship. At the national level we are fociising 
on reading and math because they are the basics, and there is a 
national consensus that every student needs to master these two 
core subjects. 

Q: Isn't 4"" grade too late for a reading test? 

A: No. Children are expected to have made the transition from leaming to read to 
reading to leam by the 4th grade. This is Jhg critical turning point ~ and the point 
we should measure to see that all our students are making it. 

Of course, a short national test in reading does not replace what teachers and 
parents have always done ~ paying attention to children's progress in learning to 
read all through the critical early childhood years. ^"^zî ^Jh^^^"- ̂  ^ 1̂ -̂ -̂  

Q: How will these tests differ fronuexisting tests? 

A: These tests will provide parents and teachers individual scores for their students 
and children as they relate to a/̂ allenging national and, in the case of* 
mathematics, an intemational*̂ enchmark. All students take every item on the 
tests, and every item willbCavailable after the administration ofthe tests, as well 
as scoring guides. Tha^ay, unlike the standardized tests your child takes now, 
with this test, the par^ and teacher will actually be able to see the test questions 
and where your child did well or poorly on the test. 

Q: What will tl^^ tests tell us that we don't already know? 

A: These tdfs will provide information to parents and teachers about individual 
students ŝ res.and how close a child is to reaching high national standards. 
Currentl̂  there is no way of knowing whether your child's progress or your— 
chid^school ismeasu^ up to national andinternational jtandardŝ These tests 
wilfgive parerits and teachers, wherever theyTive, an opportunity to know how 
their children are doing. They'WiH-hgve-chaitlenging-natioriaLben.ohmarks, and in 
the-ease-̂ fraatĥ atiGSHntemationalrbeaelHnarfê ^ 

This is not a substitiite for tests that statesare developingrbutwill be used̂ by. , 
statfes and AmmunitbsTa.conjunctbB:̂ witl̂ ^ It wî _p£9̂ *̂  nattottal 
and Vfor rnath, int̂ p̂ tionit)̂ -pQint̂ f comparison for fourth grade reading and for 
eighth-̂ ade 

u V u ^ •^^^^ 



Q: Who decides what is on the tests? 

A: The tests will be based on the wi^ly accepted frameworks ofthe National 
Assessment of Educational Pro^f(NAEP). These frameworks are developed 
by nationally recognized teacheKand other educators and community leaders, with 
input fi-om thousands of î t̂ t̂ed parents, teachers and others interested in 
edcuation. 

T̂he NAEP is givefî regularly to a small sample of students so that we can see how 
Hiates-andthe^^n are doing in reading, math, and other areas. fAt present 43 
states ~ inĉ Sing West Virginia ~ participate in the NAEP and have agreed that 
the NAE^^meworks in reading and math are gpod standards for what students 
shouldjenow in these critical subjects. 

\ ^ & i g firom the NAEP firameworks, a recognized group of experts in reading 
a^matfi, including teachers, will develop-thetest and make it available to test 

, publishers ahdjchools forffheiF-usê In/very stq^^ 
research experts, statê and commumty leaders will be included in the process. 

Q: Will the federal government have my child's test score? Will it be 
private? 

A: No, the federal govemment will not be collecting individual student scores. It 
will be up to states and communities to do that, if they choose to and they will 
have to keep individual student scores confidential. 

Q: What will happen to students who fail the test? 

We are developing these tests so that parents and teachers get accurate 
information about how students are doing in relationjo challenging national and 
mtemational standardŝ t is the responsibility of states, community leaders, 
[teachers and parentŝ dkerminehow they will respond to student needs in their 
'community. It wiH'oe up to each state and cĉ imunity how they want to use the 
;est results — am what sanctions or help tĥ ŷ ant to provide schools and 
students whj/aren't doing well. 

: How will you ensure that teâ  
ese high standards?,. 

; We havevmade a m 
:he report of.fhe Nat 

are prepared to help students meet 

f̂y teaqhing foi/se a key priority. Two recent reports -
;QlTVinissibiî onjrê ing|W Ainerica's Future and 

u Ml 



the report ofthe Third International Mathematics and Science Study ~ show that 
much more is required to prepare and support teachers to enable them to teach to 
high staiidards. 

Thepepartinent of Education isfo^^ on thk most efljective strategies to 
addrqgsthechall^gesinimp^&t^^hingqualky and'aclsountability, includmg 
recmitment, alignment witk^Uenging standards,\i)r̂ essional development, and 
rewards for excellence. JE^ Department supports these efforts through its 
programs, including Bi^nhower professional development, Titie I , and Goals 2000 
funding, as well aa^sharing best practices with the field. 

Q: How m^h will it cost to give the tests? 

A: "l^^otal cost of developing the tests will be between $10-12 million per year 
iiij^97 and 1998. This includes the cost of writing the items, field testing, 
^^nsing the use of the tests, and meetings of advisory committees. The 

apartment of Education will reimburse licensees (for example states, school 
districts, and testmg companies) for the cost of administering the new tests, which 
is estimated as $10 - $12 per student. This investment is more than worth it to 
make sure we are doing all we can to help students master the basics. 

'/ 

1^ " ]^. . 
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Education General 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

lU'̂ f̂ant Question: National v. Local: You said yojywanted to made education a 
national priority but isn't ediip^ion mostly a local issue? 

I have said over and^^yer̂ 4he era of big government is over but the 
era of big national chal'Ienges is not. Education is a national 
priority. We all havp^ s^^e in the future of our children and we 
must all take resp^Jnsibililyiqr the quality of their education. At 
the national levei'̂ we provide support and assistance in many 
important ways that do not infringe on the local schools or local 
school districts. The national testsr«(hich are voluntary, are an 
example ofiiow we can proceed as a nation to help raise standards 
for om?^ildren, teachers, and schools. W€.^rovide the 
opp<5rtunity to state and local governments to participate but they 
'get to make the choice. 

Improving Teaching/Teacher Tenure: Politicians are talking 
aboutygetting rid of teachers who aren't performing but teachers 
have fSnilies, too. What assurances will teachers have that they 
will be treated fairly? And what will the govera'^ent do to 
encourage teachers to go back to school to update their 
certifications and acquire new skills? 

Teacher qii^ity is crucial to improving4)ur schools and helping our 
children get a^better education. On/way to improve teaching is to 
support and ericourage teachers wno have demonstrated 
excellence in the profession. I h^e proposed investing $100 
million to help ni^e it possibl/for 100,000 experienced teachers 
to undergo the rigorous National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards certification process and be certified as outstanding 
master teachers. Within tjtie next decade, we should have at least 
one board-certified ma^er teacher in every school. These teachers 
will help catalyze and iiii^pire better teaching throughout their 
schools, and I have calje^on states to reward teachers that attain 

. this distinction. 

I have also proposed/a $50 nii'^ion dollar increase in the 
Eisenhower Professional Development program which supports 
intensive teacher training throughout the nation. 

At the same time,/! support peer as^stance programs to help 
improve the performance of teachers^ho get burnt-out. And as 
IVe said, we should encourage teacliers who are still not making it 
to move on but only after a fair, timely process. 



Question: Parental Responsibility: What can you do to make sure parents 
understand what they need to do to make sure their children are 
ready to start school, and how they can help their children as they 
go through? 

Answer: Over thirty years of research shows that family involvement in 
children's learning is critical to their child's success. There are lots 
of things parents can do to help their children start school ready to 
leam. I strongly urge parents to read to their children starting in 
their earliest years. Schools can provide a welcoming atmosphere 
for parents, while local employers can help by giving paid leave for 
employees to be involved in their children's schools, or provide 
other means for employees to atteiid parent-teacher conferences or 
volunteer as tiitors or mentors. Some of the best employers do it. 



UNREVISED / 

Question: /Parental Responsibility: What about parents who can't read and 
/write, or have other limitatijg^? How can they help their children 
/ get ready for and successmly proceed through school? 

Answer: Through programs lik^dult Education and Even Start Family 
literacy we support lg& initiatives that assist parents to gain the 
sldllsjthe-v^^ed-to^SiP thgirj:hil4rgn and-build-a-better life for 
thpm.9plve.<! fl^nd t-l#irfaTTMlip.s I-Bw parents can help their kids in 

Question: 

Answer: 

'other̂ ways-'by showing up at school events, asking kids if they 
need help an^etting it for them, and generally being activein-̂  
. ^ c h o o l ^ a ^ t p n e s ^ l ^ ^ " 

Business Community Partnerships: More and more, we are 
finding the need for employees with higher levels of training than 
we are seeing coming into the workplace. How can employers like 
me help ensure that more highly qualified candidates will enter the 
workforce? Will the government help with needed resources to 
update and expand the skills of my present employees? 

The business community knows as well as any how important high 
standards are in educating our youth. All over the country, 
businesses have successfully forged partnerships with their local 
school communities to provide resources like apprenticeship and 
mentoring programs, after school programs, etc. Last month, over 
200 high-tech industry leaders wtohire graduates from across the 
country endorsed my standards and testing initiative because they 
know first hand how important it is to have highly skilled 
graduates entering their workforces. You can help by partnering 
with your local school community. 

Question: School Construction: The schooljccmstruction/i-nitiative was one 
Af tliebiest parts^f-your educati6n agê idâ /Why did/̂ om agree to a 
/budget keal mthout it>̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ) 

[to be filled in by WH] 

Schpat-Construcfton: Part of the school construction initiative 
says statfes will admintsster subsidies andvthat funds -̂ 11 be 
.aflocated for districts wi\h the largest-munber of poor children and 
that state tartieipation ijyvolunts^rf' Can W local̂ school dî ir^cj/ 
apply directl̂ ^o the Depaî tingntof EducatiWi-fme stated I 
government elected not the participate? [This question was posed by...] 



Ak&w^n^^[taJie-fi^S^byWH] 

Question: 

Answer 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Teacher Salaries: I'd like to become a teacher and I think I'd be a 
good one. But I can't afford it. Is there anything the government 
can do to make teacher salaries greater? 

Proposed answ^: .Teacher salaries are set by local and state 
peApQibjft on4he^ation^Cy-e are doink everytjitjng we/San/to 
in<S^^^$tKIqualityyW^e^ to^et 10p^,do6\moxk / 

;chools/by the *^ear^ 
bfSyS ier4ifi&. B^xpandp:«ional prc(fp^ionay:eachiti4 
standards, stages like N. Carolina fiian/e"been able to givfe 
supplements to teachers that have national certification. 

Vouchers: I think voucher programs provide an opportunity to 
some parents they otherwise would not have -- the send their child 
to a private or parochial school. What is your position on school 
vouchers? 

School vouchers take needed funds from public education to 
support private and parochial schools. I believe there are better 
ways to provide greater school choice to students and their 
families. One way is for states and school districts to provide 
public school choice plans that give every parent the ability to 
choose their child!s public school. Another way is to have every 
state pass a charter school law that allows parents and teachers to 
start new public charter schools that stay open only as long they 
do a good job. In fact, I have proposed nearly doubling the charter 
school start-up program (to $100 million next year) to help start 
3,000 charter schools over the next several years. 

Safe Schools: There are stories all the time about people walking 
into schools and shooting kids, fights, drugs, etc. What is the 
government doing to stop it? 

I have challenged all schools to put in place high standards of 
discipline and behavior along with tough measures to keep guns 
and drugs out of schools. Last year I protected the Safe and Drug-
Free Schools ad Communities Programs that provides school 
security, and drug and violence prevention programs in 97 percent 
of our country's school districts. I also support school uniforms as 
one way to deter school violence, and have encouraged 
communities to enforce truancy laws. 

(i;u,̂ €LQj.'̂ ''Sq/c^SchooI^^ 



Answer:\ 

school get treated differently than other children. Do you tl̂ irik 
thi-sls. fair? What about the other children in the classroom? \ 

/ 

he nev̂ l̂v authorized law t̂hat pr;otects the\rights of/disable 
children give/teachers an^chools greater flexibility in dealings 
with these issues by, among other things, allowing school officials 
to act quickly to avoid situations that involve weapons and drugs. 



Business: 

Answer: 

usiness: 

Answer: 

\ Business: 

Technology, What can the business community do to help the 
educational community to stay up to date with the major 
technological advances that are occurring today? 

The business community has been one of the biggest sjiipporterVof-
our education technology initiative and West Virgiiim/is a national 
leader in the use of technology ip the classrooms. <5^ortf-percent of 
West Virginia's schools ape-li^ connected to the Internet and 
14,000 educators have been trained to use computers for basic 
skills instruction. 

School to Work. How do I open my business up to the school to 
work program? 

Business supports school-to-work partnerships because they 
represent an investment in people which yields access to highly 
trained, versatile workers who are certified and knowledgeable in 
all aspects of an industry. The National Employer Leadership 
Council was foundedM 19^EOs of leading companies to promote 
work-based lppnir^oi>D0n^ in America's 
schools in Q&^(^Q.\.i(m^'ifi(hothtv business organizations, school 
systems, public sector organizations and federal, state and local 
governments. 

Tax Relief. 
I t 

Could ttiere be tax^relief to smgll businesŝ ^which 
pro'vfide opportunit'iSfor ou/students via'joDXshadpwingj^/' 
mer|toring^^p^ehticesh•i•p&? " 

Answer: [WH 

Role of 
Gov.t: 

Answer: 

federal v. Local. What is the federal government's responsibility 
in public edtication in Amenqa and how does it fill that 
lesponsibil'ityl without bec,0mir\g the "big brother" that sepms to 
iermeate4»ur society today? 

/ / • j \ 

I Iŝ av̂ e'said oy jr-and/ver, the era of big govermnent is/over biut the 
era of big nati ̂ nalSehallenges is not. Educatio i is a^atipn/ 
tjRority./We. a^avX a stake in the future of oi ir chil „ 
^ u s t all take re^nkbi l i ty for. :he^^lity of tl.eii^'ducatipn. The 

-^/tment/of Education pro«ide3 suppbrt aM^assistan^ to 
schools and school district^'in many impo?tant way/s that do 

infringe on the localx^^^ho î̂  or local sc lW districts. My 
programs/for national test-Sr^hich are voluntary, is an example of 
how we can proceed as a nation to help raise standards for our 

I'd we 



Answer: 

Parent: 

Answer: 

[WH call] 

Parental InvolveirO&nt: I don't have a lot of the skills necessary to 
help my child in schobl. What-can someone like me do? \ •••• 
Over thirty years of resci^ch shows th^farnily involvement in 
children's leaming is d % a l tp;-ffi^i^hild's success. There are lots 
of things parents c a ^ ^ ^ W ^ c j ^ ^ start school ready to 
learn and throughp6.t j 
local communi1y -̂<^ '̂do 
up at their schc ĵ̂ eye 
it for them, ai^'geii; 
Teachers an(f,parej 
goals an/r^espo 

ther^<are4hings schools and the 
£ts^s^)iieip their kids by showing 
' themaf they need help and getting 

.eprg a.ctLv̂  in their school activities, 
eve^'compacts that outline mutual 
Local employers can help by promoting 

Student: 

flextime'Or other ways to that allow parents to attend parent-
teacher conferences or volunteer as tutors or mentors. 

Preparation f o r the Future. How can I be sure what I am 
learning will really prepare me for my future or for the many career 
changes eConoî ists say rrn .̂'going to make'iyi my lifetime? 

. A' /) 
That's a god'd question t)ecause\that's ekactl5';;ivliy/l\am here ~ to 
help m^e iSure you get'the learning arid skills necessary to 

1 com-petii^-'a^hangirig global soci^ty.^..,Thfouglrliigher standards 
V^__jand a w ^ t b mea ĵure what you are learning, parerits and teacherS' 

can better determine if you really are learning what you should be. 

f Student 

Answer: 

Motivation: I see a/Ibt of students who do not have an individual 
desiije tcQucceed./How do we^develop/positive attitudes among 
students toward/heir jducation? \ 

M / V / \ 
l\mmk we all haye to help eaeh other understand how important a 
caall^nking^d\K:atidriis to/ou^^ 

rioiit' th^ issue 
yjatir'pe^s tp'rfea:ch\fbr Higher staQ̂ ĝî as 
eauJoktiotcommunityfthe business commulfiity and others must 
find ways to provide the support young people need to feel 
motivated and ready to learn. 

Tocher Sat 
one bî 1 

I'd like to b 
t afford i t j^s ther 

es greatef 

{WH call?] r 



student: After-School Programs: Both of my parents work. Will there be 
any money to have after-school programs at schools like mine? 

Answer: My budget includes a new initiative to provide safe havens and to 
extend leaming opportunities for children and their families at 
schools across the country. The initiative will help after-school, 
summer and weekend programs get started as Community 
Leaming Centers and foster community involvement. 



Need Further Work 

Q: Will children with disabilities and limited English proficiency be included in 
these tests? 

A: Yes. We want to make sure that students with disabilities and students with y 
limited English will be able to take the test whenever possible. This means that we \ v ĵ 
will provide the math test in Spanish. It also means that when the tests are ^ 
administered, schools would provide accommodations that students need such as ^ \uA 
extended response time for stiidents with disabilities or access to an English ^ . , ^ 
dictionary for the math test for students with limited English proficiency. UA 

Q: Why is the math test being given in English and Spanish but the reading test is only 
being given in English? 

A: Developing the ability to read in English is a basic that every child has to have to succeed in 

We are providing a bilingual math test in Spanish and English because Spanish is the most 
common language other than English among students. 

Q: Will you allow kids to use calculators on the new tests? Shouldn't kids know their 
multiplication tables on their own and not rely on calculators? v^V'' ^ 

A: Kids should leam the basics. They should know how to add, subtract, muhiply and divide. ^ ^ ^ ^ 
However, that after a child has mastered the basics, calculators can be a useful tool for learning 
more difficult mathematics. After a child has mastered arithmetic, hopefully by the end of fourth 
or fifth grade, calculators can be effective time-savers so that students spend time applying 
mathematical concepts to real world problems. (NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE YET ON 
THIS FOR THE TEST BUT THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MADE UP OF NATIONALLY 
KNOWN MATH TEACHERS WILL BE ADVISING ON THIS ISSUE AND WE EXPECT 

p 5 THAT CALCULATOR USE WILL BE PERMITTED FOR AT LEAST PART OF THE MATH 

01^ 9' '̂ AQ: How will you ensure that teachers are prepare^-tsî lp students meet 
ĵ v (W^these^gh standards? \ 

^ \ . ^' ^® ™ ^ ^ high-quality te^ng force a key priority. TwcKccent reports 
) ^ ^ i % { } ^ \ T ' reportV the National Commissbsm on Teaching and America's Future and 
v\ ^̂ P̂ ''̂  of me Third Intemational Mathematics and Science Study ~ show that 

much more is reqhired to prepare and sup^rt teachers to enable them to teach to 
high standards. 



The Department of Education is focusing on the most effective strategies to 
address the challenges in improving teaching quality and accountability, including 
recmitment, alignment with challenging standards, professional development, and 
rewards for excellence. The Department supports these efforts through its 
programs, including Eisenhower professional development, Title I , and Goals 2000 
funding, as well as by sharing best practices with the field. 

Question: Technology: At the same time that we provide our children 
important and exciting learning opportunities through technology, 
how do we protect our children from the negative influences and 
forces on the Internet? 

Answer: [to be filled in by WH] 



Local Questions/Issues: (These questions/responses were derived from Bob 
Kittle, Harrison County School Superintendent, who gathered a group of 
teachers, students and business and community leaders together to draw up 
questions they believed the community would like the President to address). 

Educator: Intemet Access. With the emphasis on connecting classrooms to 
the Internet, how can our public school children be protected rom 
the harmful aspects of the Internet? 

Answer: [To be filled in by WH] 

Educator: E-rate. E-rate funds for communications and Internet connection 
schools and libraries are being made on a first-come, first serve 
bass. Will the funds be available again and how will you ensure 
equity in distribution of funds? 

Answer: Over the next several months, the Federal Communication 
Commission will work with the Department of Education and the 
education community to develop as easy application process for 
schools and libraries to follow, [needs to be Hnished] 

Educator/ 
Principal: 

Answer: 

Partnerships. What can the state, county of local school systems 
do to help implement the goals set by the education summits and 
your national initiatives? 

There are lots of things states and county schools systems can do 
to help implement my ten-point plan and there are lots of 
resources but the first thing they have to do s sign-up - make the 
commitment to fight for our children's future. By signing up to set 
rigorous standards with national tests, this community is taking 
giant step in this direction and I want to say thank you again. 

Educator/ 
Principal: Accountability. I am a school principal and want to be 

accountable as an educator and be a part of the "village" to help 
raise the children? What assurances can you give me that I will be 
allowed to do that? 

Answer: Accountability is the key to making this effort work and I'm glad 
you're ready to sign up for it. In adopting my plan to raised 
standards, this community is also agreeing to be held accountable 
for the results. 



Business: Technology. What can the business community do to help the 
educational community to stay up to date with the major 
technological advances that are occurring today? 

Answer: The business community has been one of the biggest supporters of 
our education technology initiative and West Virginia is a national 
leader in the use of technology in the classrooms. Forty percent of 
West Virginia's schools are now connected to the Internet and 
14,000 educators have been trained to use computers for basic 
skills instruction. 

Business: School to Work. How do I open my business up to the school to 
work program? 

Answer: Business supports school-to-work partnerships because they 
represent an investment in people which yields access to highly 
trained, versatile workers who are certified and knowledgeable in 
all aspects of an industry. The National Employer Leadership 
Council was founded by 19 CEOs of leading companies to promote 
work-based learning opportunities for all students in America's 
schools in collaboration with other business organizations, school 
systems, public sector organizations and federal, state and local 
governments. 

Business: Tax Relief Could there be tax relief to small business which 
provide opportunities for our students via job shadowing, 
mentoring, apprenticeships? 

Answer: [WH call] 

Role of 
Gov.t: 

Answer: 

Federal v. Local. What is the federal govemment's responsibility 
in public education in America and how does it fill that 
responsibility without becoming the "big brother" that seems to 
permeate our society today? 

I have said over and over, the era of big government is over but the 
era of big national challenges is not. Education is a national 
priority. We all have a stake in the future of our children and we 
must all take responsibility for the quality of their education. The 
Department of Education provides support and assistance to 
local schools and school districts in many important ways that do 
not infringe on the local schools or local school districts. My 
program^for national tests, which are voluntary, is an example of 
how we can proceed as a nation to help raise standards for our 



children, teachers, and schools. 

Parent: Values/Character. Your Call to Action wants to make sure our 
schools instil basic American values. What are these values and 
how do you plan to make this happen? 

Answer: Through two White House Conferences on Character Education 
and the development of character education through the 
Improving America's School Act, I have tried to promote schools as 
places for values, not violence. We must teach our children 
respect, the value of hard work and citizenship. 

Parent: Crime, poverty. We need to address root causes of crime like 
illiteracy, poverty, joblessness and prejudice. What programs are 
we initiating to address thesfe problems, especially iUiteracy? 

You are right — we face very serious challenges as we look toward 
the 21st century. Nearly 40 percent of America's 4th graders are 
reading below the basic level. But studies prove that sustained 
individualized attention and tutoring after school and over the 
summer can raise reading levels, Reading with children at the 
youngest age can help all our children read by an early age. That is 
why I have issued America Reads Challenge and asked everyone in 
America, parents, teachers, libraries, colleges, business leaders, 
senior citizens, to join the effort to meet the challenge of ensuring 
all children read independently and well by the end of third grade. 
[Add sentence on jobs, race - , POTUS does like to talk about race?] 

Parent: Early Childhood. How does your administration plan to address 
and emphasis the importance that good nutrition plays int he 
ability of the child to learn. 

Answer: [WH fill in re: nutrition programs?] 

Parent: Vouchers. What is the availability of tax credits to parents who 
have been providing their children a private education through 
home schooling, charter schools, parochial or other private 
schools? 

Answer: [Voucher answer or other provided by WH?] 

Parent: Volunteerism. Do you agree that volunteerism makes a difference 
in schools? How can volunteers become actively involved in the 
educational process and still protect the safety and privacy of the 
student? 



Answer: [WH call] 

Parent: Parental Involvement: 1 don't have a lot of the skills necessary to 
help my child in school. What can someone like me do? 

Answer: Over thirty years of research shows that family involvement in 
children's learning is critical to their child's success. There are lots 
of things parents can do to help their children start school ready to 
learn and throughout school and there are things schools and the 
local community can do. Parents can help their kids by showing 
up at their school events, asking them if they need help and getting 
it for them, and generally being active in their school activities. 
Teachers and parents can develop compacts that outline mutual 
goals and responsibilities. Local employers can help by promoting 
flextime or other ways to that allow parents to attend parent-
teacher conferences or volunteer as tutors or mentors. 

Preparation f o r the Future. How can I be sure what I am 
learning will really prepare me for my future or for the many career 
changes economists say I'm going to make in my lifetime? 

That's a good question because that's exactly why I am here ~ to 
help make sure you get the learning and skills necessaiy to 
compete in a changing global society. Through higher standards 
and a way to measure what you are learning, parents and teachers 
can better determine if you really are learning what you should be. 

Student: Motivation: I see a lot of students who do not have an individual 
desire to succeed. How do we develop positive attitudes among 
students toward their own education? 

Answer: I think we all have to help each other understand how important a 
challenging education is to our future. You, as a student can help 
just by being concerned about the issue and helping to encourage 
your peers to reach for higher standards and to succeed. The 
education community, the business community and others must 
find ways to provide the support young people need to feel 
motivated and ready to learn. 

Student: Teacher Salaries. I'd like to be a teacher and 1 think I wold be a 
good one but I can't afford it. Is there anything the government 
can do to make teacher salaries greater? 

Student: 

Answer: 

Answer: {WH call?] 



Student: After-School Programs: Both of my parents work. Will there be 
any money to have after-school programs at schools like mine? 

Answer: My budget includes a new initiative to provide safe havens and to 
extend leaming opportunities for children and their families at 
schools across the country. The initiative will help after-school, 
summer and weekend programs get started as Community 
Learning Centers and foster community involvement. 
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Q & A*s for the President 

National Standards/National Tests 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

standards: Why is the development of national standards so 
important nou;? 

Student achievement is not improving fast enough. Today's 
economy demands higher and higher levels^ skill and education 
to succeed in all types of jobs and far totD many children are not 
meeting the standards that will prep^e them for tomorrow. High 
standards pull young people up^afid encourage them to work 
harder and create high expecJ;mions for themselves. They also 
provide a benchmark for p ^ n t s and teacherSfor what children -
should know and whethjgr they are learning it. -Atid places that 
have set high standards have shown improvement in student 
achievement. I want that improvement for all our children. 

Standards: How are you going to ensure that all children can 
meet these high standards? 

I have challenged every state aiKi^very school to establish 
meaningful standards for whatstudents shouldknow in core 
subjects like reading and m^h . These are the(Basics. We will 
develop,national tests t h ^ w i l l help measure whether our children 

emeeting these standards, and help uc adjuot what wc teach if 
t-ticy are not. Theses-Standards give feedback to parents and 
teachers and help let them know what they need to do to help their 
children succeed. 

National Test. What are you doing to support participation of 
students with disabilities in the 4th and 8th grade assessments 
you are developing? 

The Department of Education, which is working with education 
experts to help develop the test^will make the 4th grade reading 
and 8th grade math tests available to states and schools in formats 
4h€^=aritt5a&ljg:^©Ha»acce^ble to students with disabilities. In 
addition, the departmcor will provide technical assistance and 
other support ^o heli^/i^hools ensure that students with disabilities 

t are appropriately^ ^ - J 



Q: 

A: 

V/ / 

Q: 

A. 

Why do we need these tests? Aren't there already enough tests? 

This isn't about tests. It is about achieving high standards and mastering 
the basics. We owe it to our children to make sure that no matter where 
they live, they are getting the best education possible. 

In addition, states and districts can use this test as a supplement or replacement to 
parts of their existing testing program, iftheyAvant. 

Why 4"" grade reading and S**" grade math? 

Reading and math are two of the most basic skills. Children can't move ahead in 
school in any subject if they can't read English by the 4* grade. And 8* grade 
math is a pivotal point in terms of making sure that a student has mastered the 
mathematics>lif needl̂ o move forward in high school and go to college or into 
the work place. 

[ Children go to school for the first three years of grade school to learn how to read, 
so they can spend the rest of their years reading to leam. There is a strong link 
between low reading skills, falling behind in school, dismptive behavior, and 
dropping out. Yet, about 40% of our children are not leaming how to read well 
and independently by the end of third grade, decreasing their chances of 
succeeding in school and in life. We need to change this. 

8th grade math is also a critical turning point for students. At that point, students 
need to have mastered the basics of math ~ including the foundations of algebra 
and geometry ~ so they are prepared to go on and take the harder math and 
science courses they need for college preparation or jobs right out of high school. 
In our high technology, international economy, our students will need to know 
more mathematics than most of us adults leamed. Andrhavlng guud math skills4s_ 
;nar>.irin;iiy i prpmri|iiicitf'fnr QPtting-a gnoH joh^ Stiide.nt.s who dou't take algebra 
and geometry are much less likely to go to college than students who do. ^ 

Unfortimately, right now, the United States is below the intemational average in 
math atSthgFader WcLSondo better. Many moro young pcopiaabeuW^c taking 

Question: 

Answer: 

algebftt by tiie end ofthe 8th gi=ade ^HMLiiycajHak<Hm3readvaiiced cuuTse in liigh 
school. That io what most 1 Jj^oflLj&klsTn'g^omg"^ Only 25% of 
our 8th gradershajie-leartie3aigebra - as opposed to almostTDO%~ofiludents in 
otherjndtistnanzed nations. Having a national benchmark in math at 8th grade will 

lOw whether our students are where they should be. 

What about standards in other subjects like science and history? 

I support high standards not just in reading and math but for 
student learning generally, in all the core subjects, teacher quality. 



and school performance. I also support high standards of 
discipline and conduct, challenging all schools to teach good 
values and good citizenship. At the national level we are focusing 
on reading and math because they are the basics, and there is a 
national consensus that every student needs to master these two 
core subjects. 

Q: Isn't 4*'' grade too late for a reading test? 

A: No. Children are expected to have made the transition from leaming to read to 
reading to leam by the 4th grade. This is ihe critical turning point ~ and the point 
we should measure to see that all our students are making it. 

Of course, a short national test in reading does not replace what teachers and 
parents have always done ~ paying attention to children's progress in leaming to 
read all through the critical eariy childhood years. 

tests? 

- p ^ ^ ^ A: These tests will provide parents and teachers individual scores for their students 
and\hildren as they rWte to a challenging national an^ in the casê  
mathematics, an international benchmark\ All students Me every itei^n the 
tests, and̂ êvery item wilTbe available afterthe administratk̂  of the testV^well 
as scoring guides<;̂ at̂ ay, unlike the standardized tests your child takes now, 
with this test, the p?ir5iTt and teacher will actuallybe able to see the test questions 
and where your child did well or poorly on tlietestX 

Q r̂ ^^Hat̂ HiUheŝ 'teH^^ 

y^These tests will provide information to parents and teachers about individual 
students scores and how close a child is to reaching high national standards. 
Currently, there is no way of knowing whether your child's progress or your 

^ child's school is measuring up to national and international standards. These tests 
<0 j l " ^ AXjiHt-gK/P pa'̂ '̂ nts and teachers, whcrcvortbey live, an opportunity to laiow hcav 
^ / ^ ^ \ theirchildrcri~Bî oin |̂;̂ Iĵ ^ Nvill havechallengingnation ênchmarks, and in 

-̂V>the case of mathematics, intema\ionaH>enclih)arl<?tQ me/surfê agatfist. 

This is not a substitute for tests thaf statss are developmgjjut will be used by 
states and corfimuhities in conjunction witrKtheir ow r̂restsNlt will provide national 
ana (for math, internatiô ial) points of companSoriror fourth gradeî eading and for 
eighth grade math. 



Q: Who decides what is on the tests? 

A: The tests will be based on the widely accepted frameworks of the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). These frameworks are developed 
by nationally recognized teachers and other educators and community leaders, with 
input from thousands of interested parents, teachers and otherssinterested in 
edcuation. ^̂ "̂̂  

The tilAED ii, given regularly to a amall-trampl̂ Of students so that wc tail ace ltt»w 
state's ti"'^ liiiii^j in ii-AiWŵ ^ nuih .mil Milii i niiiag At present 43 
states ~ including West Virginia ~ pmji'cipate in the NAEP and have agreed that 
the NAEP frameworks in reading r̂fd math are good standards for what students 
should know in these critical sulyects. 

^ fi-om the.NAEP 
and 
publishers 
research experts 

frame recogni5»4^group of expfects in reading 
lake it availab^to test 

of the way,parents, teabl̂ rs, 
leaders w i H ^ included in the process. 

Q: Will the federal government have my child's test score? Will it be 
ptivate? 

A: ^9, the federal govemment will not be collecting individual student scores. It 
will be up to states and communities to do that, if they choose to and they will 
have to keep individual student scores confidential. 

9 
What will happen to stude! 

d̂JV^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
We are developmg thgs 

low 

who fail the test? 

so that parents and teacherŝ get accurate 
Timatiuu abOuTTiow students are doing in relation tô ehallenging national and 

intemational standards. It is the responsibility of states, community leaders. 
teachers and parents to determine how they wilLrespond to student needs in their 
community. It will be up to each state and community how they want to use the 
test results — and what sanctions or help they want to provide schools and 
students who aren't doing well. 

Q: How 
these h 

you ensure t 
standards? 

meet 

reports -e have made a 
report of the National Commission oifTeaching and America's FutuYe and 



the reportnof the Third International Mathematics and Science Study -- show that 
much more is required to prepare andjup^rt teachers to enable thepi to teach to 
high ̂ andards. 

The Department of̂ Education is foofsing on the ra<5st effective strategies to 
iddress the challenges in improving teachineqtlality and accoumability, including 
recmitipetlC alignment with challenging stamards, professional oeiiekypinent, and 

7^s for excellence. The DepartHtent supports these efforts through its 
programs, including Eisenhower professional development, Titie I , and Goals 2000 
funding, as well as by sharing best practices with the field. 

•7 

Q: How much will it cost to give the tests? 

A: The total cost of developing the tests will be between $10-12 million pcrycor ^"^^^ 
4feJQQ7 imiU-QCT This includes the eost of ŷriting the itcma, fiold toatjag. 

Department of Education will reimburse licensees (for example states, cchool̂  l"^*^*^ 
Histrict.s, and testing companies) for the cost of administering the new tests, which 
is estimated as$10-$12 per student.̂ This investment is more than worth it to 
make sure we are doing all we can to help students master the basics. 



Education General 

Question: National v. Local: You said you wanted to maljje education a 
national priority but isn't education mostly a local issue? 

Answer: I have said over and over, the era of big government is over but the 
era of big national challenges is not. Education is a national 
priority. We all have a stake in the future of our children and we 
must all take responsibility for the quality of their education. At 
the national level, we provide support and assistance in many 
important ways that do not infringe on the local schools or local 
school districts. The national tests, which are voluntary, are an 
example of how we can proceed as a nation to help raise standards 
for our children, teachers, and schools. We provide the 
opportunity to state and local governments to participate but they 
get to make the choice. 

Question: Improving Teaching/Teacher Tenure: Politicians are talking 
about getting rid of teachers who aren't performing but teachers 
have families, too. What assurances will teachers have that they 
will be treated fairly? And what will the government do to 
encourage teachers to go back to school to update their 
certifications and acquire new skills? 

Answer: Teacher quality is crucial to improving our schools and helping our 
children get a better education. One way to improve teaching is to 
support and encourage teachers who have demonstrated 
excellence in the profession. I have proposed investing $100 
million to help make it possible for 100,000 experienced teachers 
to undergo the rigorous National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards certification process and be certified as outstanding 
master teachers. Within the next decade, we should have at least 
one board-certified master teacher in every school. These teachers 
will help catalyze and inspire better teaching throughout their 
schools, and I have called on states to reward teachers that attain 
this distinction. 

I have also proposed a $50 million dollar increase in the 
Eisenhower Professional Development program which supports 
intensive teacher training throughout the nation. 

At the same time, I support peer assistance programs to help 
improve the performance of teachers who get bumt-out. And as 
I've said, we should encourage teachers who are still not making it 
to move on but only after a fair, timely process. 



Question: Parental Responsibility: What can you do to make sure parents 
understand what they need to do to make sure their children are 
ready to start school, and how they can help their children as they 
go through? 

Answer: Over thirty years of research shows that family involvement in 
children's learning is critical to their child's success. There are lots 
of things parents can do to help their children start school ready to 
leam, I strongly urge parents to read to their children starting in 
their earliest years. Schools can provide a welcoming atmosphere 
for parents, while local employers can help by giving paid leave for 
employees to be involved in their children's schools, or provide 
other means for employees to attend parent-teacher conferences or 
volunteer as tutors or mentors, Seffl^-of the boot cmployero do it. 



UNREVISED 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Parental Responsibility. What about parents who can't read and 
write, or have other limitations? How can they help their children 
get ready for and successfully proceed through school? 

Through programs like Adult Education and Even Start Family 
literacy we support local initiatives that assist parents to gain the 
skills they need to help their children and build a better life for 
themselves and their families. But parents can help their kids in 
other ways by showing up at school events, asking kids if they 
need help and getting it for them, and generally being active in 
school activities. 

Business Community Partnerships: More and more, we are 
finding the need for employees with higher levels of training than 
we are seeing coming into the workplace. How can employers like 
me help ensure that more highly qualified candidates will enter the 
workforce? Will the goveiiuiiLuL help will^l'ieeded lesuttre^ to 
update and expand Hit skills tjf my pi'̂ ê 6ent employees? 

The business community knows^a's well as any how important high 
standards are in educating our'youth. All over the country, 
businesses have successfully forged partnerships with their local 
school communities to provide resources like apprenticeship and 
mentoring programs^after schooJ^pFSgfams, etc. Last month, over 
200 high-tech industry leadergKvhPhireffeaduates from across the 
country endorsed^y standardVand-tesfing initiative because they 
know first hand how important it is to have highly skilled 
graduates entering their workforces. You can help by partnering 
with your local school community. 

School Construction: The school construction initiative was one 
of the best parts of your education agenda. Why did you agree to a 
budget deal without it? 

[to be filled in by WH] 

Jg^chool construelion initiative 
fijnds will be 

School Con^fftiction: Part o 
^ays s t a t^wi l l ^dministe 

ricts w 
lipationjv: _ 

directly tlaSt^sDepartment of Education if the ^tat^ 
government elected not the participate? [This question was posed by 

.ubsidies and th( 
j^tCe largest n m n ^ r of poo^ children and 

(Tifis volunta3o^,^./Can a local scljiool district 



Answer: [to be filled in by WH] 

Question: Teacher Salaries: I'd like to become a teacher and I think I'd be a 
good one. But I can't afford j t ^ ^ there anything the government But I can't afford it-fJi 
can do to make teacher salaries greater? 

Answer y Proposed answer: .A 

\\ ' Mr\'^ Question: 

^ people but on thê  
increase the. 
teachers 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

ries are set by local and state 
onal'̂ we are doing everything we can to 

of teaching and to get 100,000 more 
^hools by the year 2,000 which are nationally 

bc^ar^^e îrtified. By expandvuational professional teaching 
^cliidards, states like N. Cilrolina have been able to give 

supplements to teachers that have national certification. 

Vouchers: I think voucher programs provide an opportunity to 
some parents they otherwise would not have — tlSfc send their child 
to a private or parochial school. What is your position on school 
vouchers? 

School vouchers take needed funds from public education to 
support private and parochial schools, 1 believe there are better 
ways to provide greater school choice to students and their 
families. One way is for states and school districts to provide 
public school choice plans that give every parent the ability to 
choose their child's public school. Another way is to have every 
state pass a charter school law that allows parents and teachers to 
start new public charter schools that stay open only as long they 
do a good job. In fact, I have proposed nearly doubling the charter 
school start-up program (to $100 million next year) to help start 
3,000 charter schools over the next several years. 

Safe Schools: There are stories all the time about people walking 
into schools and shooting kids, fights, drugs, etc. What is the 
government doing to stop it? 

I have challenged all schools to put in place high standards of 
discipline and behavior along with tough measures to keep guns 
and drugs out of schools. Last year I protected the Safe and Drug-
Free Schools ad Communities Programs that provides school 
security, and drug and violence prevention programs in 97 percent 
of our country's school districts, I also support school uniforms as 
one way to deter school violence, and have encouraged 
communities to enforce truancy laws. 

Question: Safe Schools/IDEA: Disabled children who are disruptive in 



school get treated differently than other children. Do you think 
this is fair? What about the other children in the classroom? 

Answer: The newly authorized law that protects the rights of disabled 
children gives teachers and schools greater flexibility in dealing 
with these issues by, among other things, allowing school officials 
to act quickly to avoid situations that involve weapons and drugs. 



Local Questions/Issues: (These questions/responses were derived from Bob 
Kittle, Harrison County School Superintendent, who gathered a group of 
teachers, students and business and community leaders together to draw up 
questions they ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t ^ ^ = ^ ^ | ^ ^ ^ ! ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ p l 4 ? ^ • 

Internet ilccess. With the emphasis on connecting classrooms to 
the Internet, how can our public school children be protected rom 
the harmful aspects of the Internet? 

Answer: 

Educator: 

Answer: 

[Tqbe J l l e d ^ ^ b y s W j i i ^ M 

£-rate. E-rate funds for communications and Internet connection 
schools and libraries are being made on a first-come, first serve | 
bass. Will the funds be available again and how will you ensure 
equity in distribution of funds? 

Over the next several months, the Federal Communication 
Commission will work with the Department of Education and the 
education community to develop as easy application process for 
schools and libraries to follow, [needs to be finished] 

Educator/ 
Principal: Partnerships. What can the state, county of local school systems 

do to help implement the goals set by the education summits and 
your national initiatives? 

Answer: There are lots of things states and county schools systems can do 
to help implerri^nt my tep-point plan and there arejots of yi 
resouroes but thk firs^.-thinV they havrtbi do s sigri-iip -^rii^ke the 
commitment to figbt-ibr ourychildren's future,/By signing up to set 
rigorous standards with natibnSi tests, tnr^ommunity is taking 
giant step in this direction and I want to say thank you again. 

Educator/ 
Principr^' 

Answer: 

Accountability. 
accountable 

I am a school principal'an^d want to be 
educator and be g/part of the "village!H:oxhelp 

rats 
allowed 

n? What, 
at? 

issurarije^ can you give methat I will be 

Acfcountability \sj.hh key to ibaking this effort work 
you^e ready to sign up for itNJri adopting^y plan t̂  
standards, this community is also agreeing to be hel 
for the results. 

id I'rh glad 
raised 
accountable 
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O & A's for the President 

National Standards/National Tests 

Question: Standards: Why is the development of national standards so 
important nou;? 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer; 

Question: 

Answer; 

Student achievement is not improving fast enough. Today's 
economy demands higher and higher levels of skill and education 
to succeed in all types of jobs and far too many children are not 
meeting the standards that will prepare them for tomorrow. High 
standards pull young people up and encourage them to work 
harder and create high expectations for themselves. They also 
provide a benchmark for parents and teacher for what children 
should know and whether they are learning it. And places that, 
have set high standards have shown ardifferenc^in strudent 
achievernent. I want that difference for all our children. 

Standards: How are you going to ensure that all children can met 
these high standards? 

I have challenged every state and every school to establish 
meaningful standards for what students should know in core 
subjects like reading and math. These are the basics. We will 
develop national tests that will help measure whether our children 
are meeting these standards and help us adjust what we teach if 
they are not. These standards really give feedback to parents 
and teachers and help let them know what they need to do to 
help their children succeed. 

Standards: Why is your programs focused on reading and math? 
What about the other subjects like science and history? (This 
question was posed by a West Virginia educator] •ŷ . 

My program supports high standards not just in reading and math 
but for student learning generally, in all the core subjects, 
teacher quality, and school performance. I also support high 
standards of discipline and conduct, challenging all schools to 
teach good values and good citizenship. At the national level we 
focusing on reading and math because they are the basics -
they are the core subjects. And there is a natinal consensus 
we need to master these two cores basics. Children must be 
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able to read well by the end of the third grade so that they can 
learn science, history, literature and math. 

Question: National Test What are you doing to support participation of 
students with disabilities in the 4th and 8th grade assessments 
you are developing? 

Answer: The Department of Education, which is working with education 
experts to help develop the tests, will make the 4th grade reading 
and 8th grade math tests available to states an<J scliools in formats 
that will make them accessible to students with disabilities. In 
addition, the department will provide technical assistance and 
other support to help schools ensure that students with disabilities 
are appropriately included. 



Q&As for Testing Proposal 

Wliy do we need these tests? Aren't there already enough tests? 

This isn't about tests. It is about achieving high standards and mastering tiie basics. We owe 
it to our children to make sure that no matter where they hve, they are getting the best 
education possible. 

These tests will be different than any other tests our students take. That is because witii tiiese 
tests, we will be able to see how each student is doing in the basics of reading and math in 
relationship to challengiiig national and intemational standards. That is important information L / 
tiiat parents and teachers don't have now. "HWd ',^ r~» U c^rr^i-A -fU-A- ' ^ 

These tests wiU not significantiy increase the testing burden on students. The reading test is ''^Z-
1 and Vl hours in the 4tii grade and the mathematics tests is 1 and V2 hour in the 8th grade ~ ^ r > < ^ 
3 hours over all the student's years in school. That is not a lot of time when you timk about ^ . 
all the important information we vidU be getting or when you realized tiiat 43 percent of 4th ^ / ̂  ^ "C' 
graders watch television 4 or more hours daily. ^(tJ^ /u.^^ 

In addition, states and districts can use this test as a supplement or replacement to parts of (t^' . 
their existing testing program if they want. ^ L</ ^ 

Wliy 4* grade reading and 8* grade math? tfVt' 
4. 

Reading and math are two ofthe most basic sldlls. Children can't move ahead in school in 
any subject if they can't read Enghsh by tiie 4* grade. And 8* grade matii is a pivotal point 
in terms of making sure that a student has mastered the mathematics she needs to move 
forward in high school and go to college or into the work place. 

Children go to school for the first tiiree years of grade school to leam how to read, so they 
can spend the rest of their years reading to leam. There is a strong Unk between low reading 
skills, fiilling behind in school, dismptive behavior, and dropping out. Yet, about 40% of our 
children are not leaming how to read well and independentiy by the end of third grade, 
decreasing their chances of succeeding in school and in hfe. We need to change this. 

8th grade math is also a critical turning point for students. At that point, students need to 
have mastered the basics of matii -- including the foundations of algebra and geometry ~ so 
they are prepared to go on and take the harder math and science com ses they need for college 
preparation or jobs right out of high school. In our high technology, intemational economy, 
our students will need to know more mathematics than most of us adults leamed. And, 



having good math skills is more and more a perquisite for getting a good job, students who 
don't take algebra and geometry are much less hkely to go to college than students who do. 

Unfortunately, right now, the United States is below the intemational average in math at 8th 
grade. We can do better. Many more young people should be taking algebra by the end of 
the 8th grade so they can take more advanced course in high school. That is what most 13 
year olds are doing around the world. Only 25% of our 8th graders have leamed algebra -
as opposed to almost 100% of students in other industrialized nations. Having a national 
benchmark in math at 8th grade will show whether our students are where they should be. 

Isn't 4* grade too late for a reading test? 

No. Children are expected to have made the transition from leaming to read to reading to 
leam by the 4th grade. This is tiie critical turning point ~ and the point we should measure 
to see that aU our students are making it. 

Of course, a short national test in reading does not replace what teachers and parents have 
always done ~ paying attention to children's progress in leaming to read all through the 
critical early childhood years. 

How will these tests differ from existing tests? 

These tests will provide parents and teachers individual scores for their students and children 
as they relate to a challenging national and, in the case of mathematics, an intemational 
benchmark. All students take every item on the tests, and eveiy item will be available after 
the administiation ofthe tests, as well as scoring guides. That way, unlike the standardized 
tests your child takes now, with this test, the parent and teacher wiU actually be able to see 
the test questions and where your child did well or poorly on the test. 

Wliat will these tests tell us that we don't already know? 

These tests will provide information to parents and teachers about individual students' scores 
and how close that child is to reaching high national standai'ds. Cmxentiy, there is no way of 
knowing whetiier your child's progress or your child's school is measuring up to national and 
intemational standar'ds. These tests will give parents and teachers, wherever they Hve, an 
opportunity to know how their children are doing. They will have challenging national 
benchmarks, and in the case of mathematics, intemational benchmarks to measure against as 
they seek to define and meet state and local standards of excellence. 



This is not a substitiite for the tests states are developing; rather it is designed to supplement 
and anchor state assessments to national and intemational benchmarks for student 
perfomiance. Indeed this test will be used by states and communities in conjunction with 
their own tests. It will provide two points of comparison, one for fourth grade reading and 
one for eighth grade math. 

WIio decides what is on the tests? 

The tests vwU be based on the widely accepted frameworks ofthe National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP). The NAEP frameworks are developed by the National 
Assessment Goveming Board (NAGB) which is made up of nationally recognized teachers 
and other educators and community leaders, vidth input fi om thousands of interested parents, 
teachers and others interested in edcuation. The NAEP is given regularly to a small sample 
of students so that we can see how states and the nation are doing in reading, math, and other 
areas. At present 43 states - including West Virginia - participate in the NAEP and have 
agreed that the NAEP fiBmeworks in reading and math are good standards for what students 
should know in these critical subjects. 

Working from the NAEP frameworks, a recognized group of experts in reading and math, 
including teachers, will develop the test and make it available to test pubUshers and schools 
for their use. In every step of the way parents, teachers, research experts, state and 
community leaders will be included in the process - and that's part of why I'm (the POTUS) 
here. 

Will the federal government have my child's test score? Will it be private? 

No, the federal govemment will not be collecting individual student scores. It will be up to 
states and communities to do that, if they choose to and tiiey will have to keep individual 
student scores confidential. 

Will children with disabilities and limited English proriciency be included in these 
tests? 

Yes. We want to make sure that students with disabilities and students with limited EngUsh 
will be able to take the test whenever possible. This means that we will provide the math test 
in Spanish. It also means tiiat when the tests are administered, schools would provide 
accommodations that students need such as extended response time for students with 
disabilities or access to an Enghsh dictionary for the math test for students with limited 



EngUsh proficiency. 

Wliy Is the math test being given in English and Spanish but the reading test is only 
being given in English? 

Developing the abiUty to read in EngUsh is a basic that every child has to have to succeed in 
American schools and society. On the other hand, competency in math cuts across languages. 
There are many immigrant and other children at the 8* grade level who have Umited EngUsh 
proficiency but who can leam advanced math and should be asked to show what math they 
know. We are providing a bilingual math test m Spanish and EngUsh because Spanish is the 
most common language other than EngUsh among students. 

Wliat will happen to students who fail? 

We are developing tiiese tests so that parents and teachers get accurate information about 
how students are doing in relation to chaUenging national and intemational standards. It is 
the responsibiUty of states, community leaders, teachers and parents to determine how they 
will respond to student needs in their community. It vidU be up to each state and community 
how they want to use the test results - and what sanctions or help they want to provide 
schools and students who aren't doing weU. 

We will do what we can to help. I have made investing in education my number one budget 
priority. 

Shouldn't kids know their multiplication tables on their own and not rely on 
calculators? 

Kids should leam the basics. They should know how to add, subtiact, multiply and divide. 
However, that after a chUd has mastered tiie basics, calculators can be a usefiil tool for 
leaming more difiBcult mathematics. After a child has mastered arithmetic, hopefiiUy by the 
end of fourth or fiftii grade, calculators can be effective time-savers so that students spend 
time applying mathematical concepts to real world problems. (NO DECISION HAS BEEN 
MADE YET ON THIS FOR THE TEST BUT THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MADE UP 
OF NATIONALLY KNOWN MATH TEACHERS WILL BE ADVISING ON THIS ISSUE 
AND WE EXPECT THAT CALCULATOR USE WILL BE PERMITTED FOR AT LEAST 
PART OF THE MATH TEST.) 



How will you ensure that teachers are prepared to help students meet these high 
standards? 

We have made a high-quaUty teaching force a key priority. Two recent reports ~ the report 
ofthe National Commission on Teaching and America's Future and tiie report ofthe Third 
Uitemational Mathematics and Science Study - show that much more is required to prepare 
and support teachers to enable them to teach to high standards. 

The Department of Education is focusing on the most effective sfrategies to address the 
challenges in improving teaching quaUty and accountabiUty, including recruitment, aUgnment 
with chaUengmg standards, professional development, and rewards for exceUence. The 
Department supports these efforts through its programs, including Eisenhower professional 
development, Titie I , and Goals 2000 fimding, as weU as by sharing best practices with the 
field. 

How much will it cost to give the tests? 

The total cost of developing the tests wiU be between $10-12 miUion per year in 1997 and 
1998. This includes the cost of writing the items, field testing, Ucensing the use ofthe tests, 
and meetings of advisory committees. The Department of Education wiU reimburse Ucensees 
(for example states, school districts, and testing companies) who wish to administer the new 
tests which is estimated as $10 - $12 per student. 
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Education General 

Question: National v. Local: You said you wanted to made education a 
national priority but isn't education mostly a local issue? 

Answer: I have said over and over, the era of big government is over but the 
era of big national challenges is not. Education is a national 
priority. We all have a stake in the future of our children and we 

\ must all take responsibility for the quality of their education. The 
U.S. Department of Education provides support and assistance 

y' to local schools and school districts in many important ways that 
^ do not infringe on the local schools or local school districts. My 

programs for national tests, which are voluntary, is an example of 
how we can proceed as a nation to help raise standards for our 
children, teachers, and schools, We are providing the 
opportunity to state and local governments the opportunity to y 
participate but they get to make the choice. 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Improving Teaching/Teacher Tenure: Politicians are talking 
about getting rid of teachers who aren't performing but teachers 
have families, too. What assurances will teachers have that they 
will be treated fairly? What will the government do to provide to 
encourage teachers to go back to school to update their 
certifications and acquire new skills? [This question was posed by a 
West Virginia educator]. 

Teacher quality is key to improving our schools and helping our 
children get a better education. 1 would like to see at least one 
board-certified master teacher in every school. 1 proposed a $21 
million dollar investment next year that would help develop teacher 
certifica.tion programs in more than 30 teaching areas. 1 have 
proposed to invest $50 million dollar increase in the Eisenhower 
Professional Development program which supports intensive 
teacher training. And I support peer assistance programs to help 
improve the performance of teachers who get bvirnt-put and have 
expanded efforts to help teachers become more techriologically 
literate and use technology to improve training available to 
teachers, And as I've said, we should encourage teachers who are 
still not making it to move on but only after a fair, timely process. 

Parental Responsibility: What can you do to make sure parents 
really understand what they need to do to make sure their children 
are ready to start school, and how they can help their children as 
they go through? 
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Answer: Over thirty years of research shows that family involvement in 
children's learning is critical to their child's success.. There are lots 
of things parents can do to help their children start school ready to 
learn and throughout school and there are things schools and the 
local community can do. I strongly urge parents should read to 
their children starting in their eariiest years. Teachers and parents 
can develop compacts that outline mutual goals and 
responsibilities. Local employers can help by promoting flextime, 
or give paid leave two hours every two weeks for employers to 
be involved in their schools, or other ways to that allow parents 
to attend parent-teacher conferences or volunteer as tutors or 
mentors. Some ofthe best employers do it. 

Question: Parental Responsibility: What about parents who can't read and 
write, or have other limitations? How can they help their children 
get ready for and successfully proceed through school? 

Answer: We must work, through programs like the Department of 
Education's Adult Literacy programs, and local efforts to help 
parents gain the skills they need not just to help their children but 
fr themselves. But parents can help their kids in lots of other ways 
by showing up at their school events, asking them if they need help 
and getting it for them, and generally being active in their school 
activities. 

Question: Technology: At the same time that we provide our children 
important and exciting learning opportunities through technology, 
how do we protect our children from the negative influences and 
forces on the Internet? 

Answer: [to be filled in by WH] 

Question: Business Community Partnerships: More and more, we are 
finding the need for employees with higher levels of training than 
we are seeing coming into the workplace. How can employers like 
me help ensure that more highly qualified candidates will enter the 
workforce? Will the government help with needed resources to 
update and expand the skills of my present employees? 

Answer: The business community knows as well as any how important high 
standards are in educating our youth. All over the country, 
businesses have successfully forged partnerships with their local 
school communities to provide resources like apprenticeship and 
mentoring programs, after school programs, etc. Last month, over 
200 high-tech industry leaders wh hire graduates from across the 
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Question: 

Answer: 

Question; 

Answer: 

Question; 

Answer 

Question: 

Answer: 

country endorsed my standards and testing initiative because they 
know first hand how important it is to have highly skilled 
graduates entering their workforces. You can help by partnering 
with your local school community. 

School Construction: The school construction initiative was one 
of the best parts of your education agenda. Why did you agree to a 
budget deal without it? 

[to be filled in by WH] 

School Construction: Part of the school construction initiative 
says states will administer subsidies and that funds will be 
allocated for districts with the largest number of poor children and 
that state participation is voluntary. Can a local school district 
apply directly to the Department of Education if the state 
government elected not the participate? [This question was posed by...] 

[to be filled in by WH] 

Teacher Salaries: I'd like to become a teacher and I think I'd be a 
good one. But I can't afford it. Is there anything the govemment 
can do to make teacher salaries greater? 

Proposed answer: Teacher salaries are set by local and state 
people but on the national we are doing everything we can t 
increase the quality of teaching and to get 100,000 more 
teachers in schools by the year 2,000 which are nationally 
board certified. By expand national professional teaching 
standards, states like N. Carolina have been able io give 
supplements to teachers that have national certification. 

Vouchers: I think voucher programs provide an opportunity to 
some parents they otherwise would not have — the send their child 
to a private or parochial school. What is your position on school 
vouchers? 

School vouchers take needed funds from public education to 
support private and parochial schools. I believe there are better 
ways to provide greater school choice to students and their 
families. One way is for states and school districts to provide 
public school choice plans that give every parent the ability to 
choose their child's public school. Another way is to have every 
state pa:ss a charter school law that allows parents and teachers to 
start new public charter schools that stay open only as long they 
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Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer; 

do a good job. In fact, I have proposed nearly doubling the charter 
school start-up program (to $100 million next year) to help start 
3,000 charter schools over the next several years. 

Safe Schools: There are stories all the time about people walking 
into schools and shooting kids, fights, drugs, etc. What is the 
government doing to stop it? 

I have challenged all schools to put in place high standards of 
discipline and behavior along with tough measures to keep guns 
and drugs out of schools, Last year I protected the Safe and Dmg-
Free Schools ad Communities Programs that provides school 
security, and dmg and violence prevention programs in 97 percent 
of our country's school districts. I also support school uniforms as 
one way to deter school violence, and have encouraged 
communities to enforce tmancy laws. 

Safe Schools/IDEA: Disabled chilciren who are disruptive in 
school get treated differently than other children. Do'you think 
this is fair? What about the other children in the classroom? 

The newly authorized law that protects the rights of disabled \ 
childreri gives teachers and schools greater flexibility in dealing \ ^ ' W 
with these issues by, among other things, allowing school officials \ (J^ 
to act quickly to avoid situations that involve weapons and drugs 
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Local Questions/Issues: (These questions/responses were derived firom Bob 
Kittle, Harrison County School Superintendent, who gathered a group of 
teachers, students and business and community leaders together to draw up 
questions they believed the community would like the President to address). 

Educator: Internet ilccess. With the emphasis on connecting classrooms to 
the Internet, how can our public school children be protected rom 
the harmful aspects of the Internet? 

Answer: [To be filled in by WH] 

Educator: 

Answer: 

Educator/ 
Principal: 

Answer: 

Educator/ 
Principal: 

E-rate. E-rate funds for communications and Internet connection 
schools and libraries are being made on a first-come, first serve 
bass. Will the funds be available again and how will you ensure 
equity in distribution of funds? 

Over the next several months, the Federal Communication 
Commission will work with the Department of Education and tlhe 
education community to develop as easy application process fo: 
schools and libraries to follow, [needs to be finished] ^ t^u o-'^ 

Partnerships. What can the state, county of local school systems 
do to help implement the goals set by the education summits and 
your national initiatives? 

There are lots of things states and county schools systems can do 
to help implement my ten-point plan and there are lots of 
resources but the first thing they have to do s sign-up — make the\ 
commitment to fight for our children's future. By signing up to set 
rigorous standards with national tests, this community is taking 
giant step in this direction and I want to say thank you again. Al'wtf 

ty. I am a sicrhool orincipal and want to be' 
tUr^ I 

ilccouniabiliti/. 
accountable â  an educator and h i a part of the "village" to help 
raise the children? What a^urarices Mrfiydu give me that I will be 
allowed to/do that? 

Answer: Accountability is the key to rnakihg this effort work and I'm 
you're r/eady to sign up for ijt 
standards, this'^:ommunit 
for the results. 

Tn adopting/my plan to raij 
also agreeing to be held^countable 

<5 L l ^ / / ^ - t / 
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Business: 

Answer; 

Business: 

Answer: 

Business; 

Role of 
Gov.t: 

Answer: 

Technology. What can the business community do to help the 
educational community to stay up to date with the major 
technological advances that are occurring today? 

The business community has been one of the biggest supporters of 
our education technology initiative and West Virginia is a national 
leader in the use of technology in the classrooms. Forty percent of 
West Virginia's schools are now connected to the Internet and 
14,000 educators have been trained to use computers for basic 
skills instmction. 

School to Worfc. How do I open my business up to the school to 
work prpgram? 

Business supports school-to-work partnerships because they 
represent an investment in people which yields access to highly 
trained, versatile workers who are certified and knowledgeable in 
all aspects of an industry, The National Employer Leadership 
Council was founded by 19 CEOs of leading companies to promote 
work-based learning opportunities for all students in America's ^ 
schools in collaboration with other business organizations, school U ^ 
systems, public sector organizations and federal, state and local ^ 
governments, ^ 

Tax Relief Could there be tax relief to small business which 
provide opportunities for our students via job shadowing, 
mentoring, apprenticeships? 

Answer: [WH call] 

Federal v. Local What is the federal government's' responsibility ^ \ V 
in public education in America and how does it fill that 
responsibility without becoming the "big brother" that seems to 
permeate our society today? 

I have s.aid over and over, the era of big govemment is over but the 
era of big national challenges is not. Education is a national 
priority. We all have a stake in the future of our children and we 
must all take responsibility for the quality of their education. The 
Department of Education provides support and assistance to 
local schools and school districts in many important ways that do 
not infringe on the local schools or local school districts. My 
programs for national tests, which are voluntary, is an example of 
how we'can proceed as a nation to help raise standards for our 
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Parent: 

Answer; 

Parent: 

Answer; 

Parent; 

Answer; 

Parent: 

Parentis 

children, teachers, and schools. 

Values/Character Your Call to Action wants to make sure our 
schools instil basic American values. What are these values and 
how do you plan to make this happen? 

Character ition Through two Wtute^House Conferences 
and t% develoimientX of character educati6n ^bliroi;gh the y 
Improving Arjxferica's 3chool<Act,\have4ried to promote schools as 
places for yZues, not Violence. We must teach our children ^ ^ 
respect^tiie value of hard work and citizenship. j ¥'^[c'\ 

Crime, poverty. We need to address root causes of crime like j ><\ 
illiteracy, poverty, joblessness and prejudice. What programs are '"̂  
we initiating to address these problems, especially illiteracy? y i ^ ' 

You are right - we face very serious challenges as we look toward ^l^ 
the 21st century. Nearly 40 percent of America's 4th graders are 
reading below the basic level. But studies prove that sustained 
individualized attention and tutoring after schobl arid over the 
summer can raise reading levels. Reading with children at the 
youngest age can help all our children read by an early age. That is 
why I have issued America Reads Challenge and asked everyone in 
America, parents, teachers, libraries, colleges, business leaders, 
senior citizens, to join the effort to. meet the challenge of ensuring 
all children read independently and well by the end of third grade. 
[Add sentence on jobs, race - POTUS does like to talk about race?] 

Early Childhood, How does your administration plan to address 
and emphasis the importance that good nutrition plays int he 
ability of the child to learn. 

[WH fill in re: nutrition programs?] 

Vouchers, 
have 
home\ 
school 

What is ^ i l i t y of tax credits to parents who 
refTa private education through 

schools, parochial or other private 

Answer: [Voucher answer or other provided by WH?] 

Volunteerism. Do you agree that volunteerism makes a difference 
in schools? How can volunteers become actively involved in the 
educational process and still protect the safety and privacy of the 
student? 
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Answer: 

Parent: 

Answer: 

Student: 

Answer: 

Student: 

Answer: 

Student: 

[WH call] 

Parental /nwolvement: I don't have a lot of the skills necessary to 
help my child in school. W h ^ t ^ n V^neone like me do? 

Over thirty ye4rs of r e s^ch shows/that family invoW«nent in 
children's lek^rning is/critical to thi^ir child's su^c^s. There are lots 
of things Barents c/n do to help their childrerf start §cl- ool ready to 
learn and/throughout school and there apiT :hings schobls and the 
local coiZmunify can do. Parei/ts can k61p their kids bk̂  showing 
up at their s/hool events, askihg therii if they need hel^>and getting 
it for thern/and generally beihg active in their school acfi^ties. 
TeacMers4nd parents can delvelop compacts that outline mutual 
g o a l f f i d responsibilities. Local employers can help by promoting 
flextime or other ways to that allow parents to attend parent-
teacher conferences or volunteer as tutors or mentors, 

Preparation f o r the Future. How can I be sure what I am 
learning will really prepare me for my future or for the many career 
changes economists say I'm going to make in my lifetime? 

That's a good question because that's exactly why I am here - to 
help make sure you get the learning and skills necessary to 
compete in a changing global society. Through higher standards 
and a way to measure what you are learning, parents and teachers 
can better determine if you really are learning what you should be. 

Motivation: I see a lot of students who do not have an individual 
desire to sucoeed. How d p ^ develop positive attitudes among 
students toward their o> m edi ication? 

I think we all have t(/help each ot 
challenging ec ucation is to oui ^ 
just by being c^opcerned about 
your peers to reach for higher 

5r U l 

ire. 
issue 

andards 

ijderstand how important a 
nt can help 

ncourage 
succeedX The 
and otheVs must education community, the business community 

find ways to provide the support young people need to feel 
motivated and ready to leam. 

Teacher Salaries 
good one b 
can do to m 

I'd liketo be a teacher and 1 think I wold be a 
there anything the govemment 

Answer: {WH call?] 



AY, 20. 199' OFFICE OF SECRETARY 1̂0, 0992 P. 

Student: 

Answer: 

After-School Programs: Both of my parents work. Will there be 
any money to have after-school programs at schools like mine? 

My budget includes a new initiative to provide safe havens and to 
extend learning opportunities for children and their families at 
schools across the country. The initiative will help after-school, 
summer and weekend programs get started as Community 
Learning Centers and foster community involvement. 



Q& A=s for Testing Proposal 

Why do we need these tests? Aren't there already enough tests? 

This isn't about tests. It is about achieving high standards and mastering the basics. We owe 
it to our children to make sure that no matter where they live, they are getting the best 
education possible. And we need to stop plodding forward and make a big jump when it 
comes to getting excellence into every classroom and we need to start earlier. 

This proposal will not significantly increase the testing burden on students. 43 percent of 4th 
graders watched television 4 or more hours daily. The addition of 2 hours for testing during 
the school year isn=t that dramatic a burden. 

States and districts can use this test as a supplement or replacement to parts of their existing 
testing program if they want. It=s up to the states to decide if they want to participate in 
benchmarking against national and international standards. 

Why 4"" grade reading and 8"' grade math? 

Reading and math are two of the most basic skills. Children can't move ahead in school in 
any subject if they can't read English by the 4"' grade. And 8"' grade math is a pivotal point 
in terms of making sure that a student is ready for high school work so they can go to college 
or into the work place. 

Children go to school for the first three years of grade school to learn how to read, so they 
can spend the rest of their years reading to learn. There is a strong link between low reading 
skills, falling behind in school, dismptive behavior, and dropping out. Compared to the rest 
of the world we do quite well in teaching our children to read. But there is a real gap in 
reading ability between kids who read well and those who don=t. We want to close that gap. 

We have proposed a test for 8"' grade math because it will give parents a good indicator that 
their children are ready for high school. We want to encourage many more young people to 
take algebra and geometry by the end of the 8th grade. That is what most 13 year olds are 
doing around the worid. Having good math skills is more and more a perquisite for getting 
a job in the new emerging technology fields. Taking algebra and geometry is a strong 
predictor for whether the student will go on to college. Having a national benchmark in math 
would support curriculum reform to encourage states to provide these key courses to all 
students. 



Isn't 4'" grade too late? 

Children learn how to read in the first three grades of elementary school. Testing in the 4"' 
grade will give parents and teachers information about how well a child reads. According to 
the 1994 National Assessment of Educational Progress assessment, 40% of our young people 
could not read as well as they should in the 4"' grade. The voluntary national test will help 
parents and teachers identify which of their children are still struggling when it comes to 
reading, and then they, together, will be able to help get that child back on track. It' never 
too late to learn. 

How will these tests differ from existing tests? 

These tests will provide parents and teachers individual scores for their students and children 
as they relate to a national and, in the case of mathematics, an international benchmark. All 
students take every item on the tests, and every item will be available after the administration 
of the tests, as well as scoring guides. 

What will these tests tell us that we don't already know? 

These tests will provide information to parents and teachers about individual students' scores 
and how close that child is to reaching high national standards. Currently, there is no national 
benchmark that has achievement levels for individual students. Our tests will give parents and 
teachers, wherever they live, an opportunity to measure the progress they want their children 
to achieve. They will have national benchmarks, and in the case of mathematics, international 
benchmarks to measure against as they seek to refine and define state and local standards of 
excellence. 

This is not a substitute for the tests states are developing; rather it is designed to supplement 
and anchor state assessments to national and international benchmarks for student 
performance. Indeed this test will be offered by test publishers and used by states and 
communities in conjunction with their own tests. It will provide two points of comparison, 
one for fourth grade reading and one for eighth grade math. 

Who decides what is on the tests? 

The tests will be based on the widely accepted frameworks of the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) as developed by the National Assessment Governing Board 



(NAGB.) At present 43 states participate in the state level NAPE assessments. It was 
developed through a national consensus effort in which ideas were sought from hundreds of 
individuals involved and interested in this country=s reading education. A public or private 
organization will be competitively selected to develop the test and make it available to test 
publishers and schools for their use. It is also expected that a representative, independent 
Board will be created to oversee the development and implementation of the test. The 
development of the tests must be done in partnership with parents, teachers, research experts, 
state and community leaders and that's part of why I'm (the POTUS) here. We want results 
not ownership. 

Will children with disabilities and limited English proficiency be included in these 
tests? 

Yes. Consistent with civil rights requirements that apply to most schools that would 
participate, reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities or with limited English 
proficiency would be provided by school administrators of the test. These responsibilities 
will be specifically addressed in the development and distribution of the test. Such 
accommodations may include extended response time for students with disabilities or access 
to an English dictionary for the math test for students with limited English proficiency. 

Why is the math test being given in English and Spanish but the reading test is only 
being given in English? 

Developing the ability to read in English is a basic that every child has to have to succeed in 
American schools and society. On the other hand, competency in math cuts across languages. 
Although we expect that there will be fewer limited English proficient children at the 8"' grade 
level than at the 4* grade level, there will still be many immigrant and other children at the 8"' 
grade level who have limited English proficiency. We are providing a bilingual math test in 
Spanish and English because Spanish is the most common language other than English among 
elementary and secondary students. We will be exploring fiirther developmental work on 
possible accommodations for children with other native languages. 
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What will happen to students who fail? 

If a child doesn=t do well that means parents and teachers are getting an eariy warning that 
the child needs help. That^s the advantage of these tests. They send a message to get help 
early. A child who can=t read may have vision problem or dyslexia, or a hearing problem that 



has gone unnoficed. Getting children the help they need eariy is so important. But how to help 
a student is something for parents and the teachers. We are not going to dictate or tell parents 
what is best for an individual child. 

Shouldn't kids know their multiplication tables on their own and not rely on 
calculators? 

We believe kids should learn the basics. They should know how to add, subtract, multiply / 
and divide. We also believe, however, that after a child has mastered the basics, calculators ) 
can be a usefiil tool for teaching challenging mathematics. After a child has mastered the 
basics, hopefiilly by the end of fifth grade, calculators can be effective time-savers so that 
students spend time applying mathematical concepts to real world problems. (NO 
DECISION HAS BEEN MADE YET ON THIS FOR THE TEST.) 

How will you ensure that teachers are prepared to help students meet these high 
standards? 

We have made a high-quality teaching force a key priority. Two recent reports — the report 
of the National Commission on Teaching and America=s Future and the report of the Third 
Intemational Mathematics and Science Study conclude that much more is required to prepare 
and support teachers to enable them to teach to high standards. 

The Department of Education is focusing on the most effective strategies to address the 
challenges in improving teaching quality and accountability, including recmitment, alignment 
with challenging standards, professional development, and rewards for excellence. The 
Department supports these efforts through its programs, including Eisenhower professional 
development. Title I , and Goals 2000 fimding, as well as by sharing best practices with the 
field. 

How much will it cost to give the tests? 

The total cost of developing the tests will be between $10 - 12 million per year in 1997 and 
1998. This includes the cost of writing the items, field testing, licensing the use of the tests, 
and meetings of advisory committees. The Department of Education will reimburse licensees 
(for example states, school districts, and testing companies) who wish to administer the new 
tests which is estimated as $10 - $12 per student. 



IDEA and Discipline 
Q. I am concerned about keeping our schoois safe and disciplined. I understand that 

the new special education law (IDEA) just passed by Congress still makes it difficult 
to discipline disruptive students who are disabled. How can the other students learn 
if teachers can't maintain order? 

A. First, let me point that the federal special education law, first passed in the 1970's, has 
been essential for providing education opportunities for children with disabilities. Before 
that law was passed, many children with disabilities were denied an education. Since the 
law was passed, educational opportunities for children with disabilities have increased 
dramatically, because the law guarantees an education to these children. This is a good 
thing, because the education of every child is important, because education is the way for 
for all of our people to become productive and independent citizens. I am proud to be 
able to sign, next month, the bill continuing this law in effect. 

Second, I agree that it is very important for all children that classrooms be orderly places 
where children can learn and teachers can teach. While maintaining the responsibility to 
provide children with disabilities with a free and appropriate education, this new bill 
strengthens the ability of teachers and principals to deal with disruptive or dangerous 
students, including those with disabilities. It does this by: 

• making it easier for principals to remove children with disabilities who bring a 
gun, weapon or dmgs to school, or who pose a danger to themselves, their 
teachers or their classmates from the clasroom, while continuing to provide them 
with an education in another setting. 

• making it easier to address a child's behavior problems early on — before they get 
out of hand — by requiring that these be considered in the development of an 
Individual Education Plan, and by making the regular classroom teacher a part of 
the team that develops the plan. 

Finding the right balance between the protection of individual rights and the needs of a 
larger group is often a difficuU issue. I am pleased that the Congress, with an 
overwhelming bipartisan majority, has found a way to strike that balance. 

Goals 2000 and School-to-Work Controversies 
Q. Aren't these tests just another version of your Goals 2000 program, in which the 

federal government promotes outcomes-based education, politically-correct history, 
and a federal takeover of our schools? 

A. No. Goals 2000 provides federal support for state and local efforts to raise academic 
standards in the basic skills and core academic subjects, and for local, bottom up efforts 
to improve teaching and learning. There are no federal standards or curriculum, and no 
requirement for outcomes based education or any other particular approach. 



With regard to a'Tederal takeover" of local schools, that simply isn't accurate. Goals 2000 
supports local control, not federal control. You don't have to take my word for this. 
Harrison County and some 40 other school systems in West Virginia have received Goals 
2000 funds. You should ask teachers, principals, school board members or parents in 
those communities if Secretary Riley and the U.S. Department of Education, have come 
in and set their euniculum or otherwise tried to tell them what to do. 

The national tests we are discussing today are focused on basic reading and math skills 
that all students should master. They are not part of Goals 2000 in any way, and you 
don't have to give the tests in order to keep receiving Goals 2000 ftinds. However, I 
believe every states should participate in Goals 2000 and in these tests. They are both 
ways of helping our students reach for the highest possible standards. 

Q. The School-to-Work program has been somewhat controversial in West Virginia. Is 
it true that School-to-Work tracks kids into inferior programs of study with low 
academic standards and requires them to make job decisions in elementary and 
middle schools? 

A. No. The School-to-Work Program is designed to give students the academic and on-the-
job-training to prepare them for high skill jobs and further education. School-to-Work 
does not in any way track students into certain career paths, nor limit their options. It 
gives students and parents information and opportunities to explore a wide range of career 
options, and it helps make sure that students leam basic and advanced academic skills 
that will prepare them either for work or for college. 

Testing and Standards Issues 
Q. Do you believe students should be required to pass these tests in order to be 

promoted to the next grade level? 

I believe that if we set standards for students, they should be required to meet the 
standards in order to be promoted from elementary to middle school, from middle school 
to high school, and before graduating from high school. When I was Governor, we 
required students to pass an 8th grade test before moving into high school. While some 
students had difficulty passing the test the first time, almost everyone did ultimately. We 
gave extra help to students who needed it, including summer school. And over time, the 
percentage of students who passed the test on the first time increased, as students, 
teachers and parents came to imderstand how well the did mattered. 

I believe every state should require students to meet standards before they move on. 
Every state gives their own tests, in addition to these national tests. Each state will need 
to decide what the best combination of tests would be. 



Q. You say these are "national, not federal" standards and tests. What exactly does 
that mean, especially since the U.S. Department of Education is going to develop 
them? 

A. It means that while the federal goverment will fiind the development of the tests, it is not 
in charge of what the tests measure, when they are administered, or how thev are used in 
schools and communities around the country. 

The tests will be based on the existing National Assessment of Education Progress, which 
is already used in more than 40 states. The content for these tests ~ the reading and math 
skills they measiue ~ have already been determined by outside groups of teachers, 
euniculum specialists and others, and by agreement of state education officials. These 
content frameworks for reading and math are widely accepted and are based on 
widespread input, and strong state involvement. They tmly are national standards, built 
from the bottom up. And they are challenging for our youngsters. The new tests 1 have 
proposed will measure the same math and reading skills that NAEP already measures. 

The federal government will pay for the development of these tests, just as it helps pay 
for other research and development in education and other policy areas, and just as it has 
paid for the National Assessment of Education Progress for almost 30 years. Providing 
good information and good tools to improve our schools has long been part of the federal 
govemment's role in education, and should remain so. 

Vouchers 
Q: I think voucher programs provide an opportunity to some parents they otherwise 

would not have ~ to send their child to a private or parochial school. What is your 
position on school vouchers? 

A: I believe there are better ways to provide greater school choice to students and their 
families. One very good way is to have every state pass a charter school law that allows 
parents and teachers to start new public charter schools that stay open only as long they 
do a good job. In fact, I have proposed nearly doubling the charter school start-up 
program (to $100 million next year) to help start 3,000 charter schools over the next 
several years. 

While I support public school choice, I oppose federally funded tuition vouchers for 
private elementary and secondary schools. I also oppose state funded and locally funded 
vouchers, which take money away from public schools. 



Budget-Related Questions 
Q: Why doesn't the budget plan include help for school construction? 

A: This is a critical need, and I have proposed a plan for jump-starting State and local 
school constmction and renovation efforts. Unformnately, there was considerable 
resistance in the budget negotiations to including it in the agreement. I am 
disappointed that it could not be included. 

• We should remember that if we failed to reach agreement on a balanced budget 
plan, that would have made local school constmction efforts more difficuU, by 
raising interest rates. 

• On balance, the agreement was a tremendous success on education overall. 

• Within the context of the agreement, I will continue to look for opportunities to 
address this problem. 

Q: Won't Your HOPE Scholarship plan cause college tuitions to go up even more thatn 
they already have been? 

A: Actually, Federal aid does not seem to have much of an effect on tuition costs. When 
Federal college aid was rising in the 1970s, real college tuitions remained fairiy steady. 
But when real Federal aid dropped slightly during the 1980s, that is when tuitions rose 
most sharply. One study suggests that is partly because colleges are trying to provide aid 
to the lowest-income students, and to do that they increase tuition for everyone else. By 
restoring the Federal govemment's commitment to financial aid ~ for both low-income 
and middle-income families ~ we are helping to reduce one of the pressures that 
increases mition and fees. 

Will the IRS be looking at my grades to see if I'm eligible for the HOPE 
Scholarship?? 

(]NOTE: On Sunday, Frank Raines told CNN that "we think that having the IRS trying to 
enforce grades may be going a little too far, and we're going to try to find a way to 
simplify the program."] 



The IRS would not be looking at student transcripts. But I do want to make sure that we 
are not only helping people pay for college, but also that they have an incentive to work 
hard once they are there. A new study from Georgia State University suggests that the 
grade requirement in Georgia's HOPE Scholarship plan has helped some of the 
borderline students, those who started out very close to the B average, to perform better in 
college. 

I have gotten some feedback about the grade requirement in my HOPE Scholarship plan, 
and Secretary Riley and Secretary Rubin will be working closely with Congress to make 
sure that we encourage students to work hard, but that we do it in a simple way, without 
imposing any undue burdens on taxpayers or colleges. 

DOES THE BUDGET AGREEMENT CUT STUDENT LOANS? 

No, it will not affect student loan bonowers in any way. There are some savings to 
taxpayers that we can achieve by making government more efficient and reducing 
subsidies to middlemen ~ something that I proposed in my Budget in January ~ and the 
negotiators agreed to some of those changes to help bring the deficit down by $1.7 
billion. But the agreement makes it clear that there can be no cuts in benefits or 
availability of loans. (And colleges may continue to choose to participate in the Direct 
Loan program or the guarantee system). 

Q: WITH THE TAX CUTS, WILL THERE BE ANY MONEY LEFT FOR 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS? 

A: The budget agreement includes the largest increase in our investment in education in 30 
years, and the largest single boost in college aid since the G.I. Bill. It includes: 

• Roughly $35 billion in tax cuts for higher education, consistent with the HOPE 
Scholarship and $10,000 tax deduction. 

• Pell Grant Expansion. Includes the largest increase in two decades ~ a funding 
boost of 25%. The maximum award will reach $3,000, an increase of $300. In 
the 1998 budget alone, an addUional 348,000 students will receive grants: 130,000 
young people from moderate-income families, and 218,000 low income students 
over the age of 24. 

• Technology Literacy. Double funding to help ensure that computers are in every 
classroom, every classroom is connected to the Intemet, all teachers are trained, 
and that high quality software and on-line resources are available to help schools 
integrate technology into the curriculum so that students can become 



technologically literate. 

Head Start. Continued expansion toward my goal of 1 million kids in 2002. 

America Reads. A child literacy initiative consistent with the America Reads 
Challenge, to mobilize volunteers to help every child leam to read well and 
independently by the end of third grade. 

Job Corps and other Job Training. A 12% increase for job training programs, 
including continued expansion of Job Corps 


