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CAPITAL ROUNDUP ,

Clinton suggests ‘V-chip® -
to block Internet porn

President Clinton, resuming his
public campaign for national educa-
tion standards, said Thursday that a
“V-chip” should be developed to en-
able parents to protect their children
from pornography on the Internet.

At a “town hall meeting” in Clarks-
burg, W.Va,, Clinton suggested that a
‘computer chip like that now being
devised for television might also be
used in cyberspace. “There are a lot

Clinton: V-chip ‘iSAP of things on there that we wouldn't

want our children to see” Clinton
said. Last year he signed the Commu-
nications Decency Act, which banned indecent material on
the Internet. Court challenges have sent that law to the Su-
preme Court. :

The president’s statement signals “a really important and
positive change in policy,” said Daniel Weitzner of the Cen-
ter for Democracy and Technology, a group which has
challenged the ban on indecent material. “It focuses on em-
powering parents to make choices rather than having the
federal government make one choice for every single fam-
ily.” Weitzner also noted that software already exists to help
parents limit Internet material.

— by Susan Page and Leslie Miller

the answer’
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school to the Internet, President -
Clinton said today he wants to devel-
op a “V-chip”-style device that would
block-out. pornography and-other::
material inappropriate for students. :
%At an education town: meetmg

Beamed from_here, around'the world A

1234

e Internet,: Clinton told a- par
ént.womed about what his’ child "
mxght be. ed to’that he shared -
the. concern and said his administra-"
tion was working to develop technol-
vgy toscreen 'out “a lot of: thmgs on

May

zaw—Fust it ;was steamy. televxsmn
Now.it's smutty computer imagery.
As:;he ‘pushes to .wire: every public -

there that we wouldnt want our -

children to see.” . "
-] think that i is the answer, some-
- thing like the V-chip for televisions,”
Clinton said. “And we’re working on -
it.. I think -jt's. 8 senous potentxal
problem myself.”

“Yet the premdent hastened to add
that such concerns should not be
used as'an excuse for not following

- through on his goa_l of linking every -

““classroom’ to.the' global computer:

ﬁetwork by’ the._ ] 2000 “Let’ me'

S

say it would be a’serious potentlal

o

~“problem”if they ‘were not in- the

schools,” he said. “Because the kids
- are normally under supervision, you *
‘have a-far-less likelihood: that the
-Internet. will be abused or that the
chrldren wﬂl be e:mosed to some--
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thmg they shouldnt see dunng the
school hours . . . than at home.”
“Clinton’s remarks came during his
first town meeting of his second
term as he returned to the road to
promote his education program.
Chatting with a specially. selected
crowd in the auditorium of Robert C.
Byrd High School here, Clinton an-
nounced that West Virginia and

- Massachusetts have agreed to adopt
his plan for new.standardized tests
'__-comphcated because v1rtually any.

and he offered rhetorical support for
a longer school year if locahtles can
affordit.” .z . _

The telews:on V-Chlp became a
major thematic element in Clinton's

first-term agenda, partly because it .
- helped him co-opt the family values -

issue from Republicans and partly

‘because it came to symbolize his

. that Juét isn’t’ gomg to be appropri
-ate,” said Gary. Arlen, president:
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scaled-down approach to domestlc

policy in a period when, as he de- .
,clared “the era of big government is
. over.”

Creating a foolproof V-chip for. thy
Internet-would be infinitely m

Arlen Communications, a Bethesda
based research firm s

ELV 1661 S2AVH

g m"
. information technology. “Adding:
- socalled V-chip in a world wher

there are hundreds of thousands 0

" content suppliers—not just a fev
-.'dozen television broadcasters—anc
- - getting each of them to monitor it:
But the V-chip is easier promxsed
. than delivered. So far it has yet to

become available for televisions and .

- the rating system devised in advance ...
to accompany it has run into a tor--
rent of criticism for being too vague.:*

material . .. would be not only un
manageable but unthinkable.”

In recent years, a number of com
mercial software programs have hi

..the market catering to parents look

ing for .help, including SurfWatch
CyberPatrol,- CyberSitter and Net
Nanny.-These programs generall'
prevent users from gaining access t«
sites “‘deemed sensitive because o
certain key words like “sex” o
“drugs ‘or through one of severa
ratmg systems..In some cases, com
panies add.specific sites discoveret
by their programmers or customer:
d update them regularly. .
However, whlle manufacturer‘
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Ina  School Gym, Professor C linton Presides

By JAMES BENNET

CLARKSBURG, W.Va. May 22 —
Equipped with a passage from
“Charlotte’s Web,” a mathematical
word problem and his studiously fa-
therly manner, President Clinton
played teacher in a high school gym-
nasium here today, leading a hand-
picked crowd through a seminar on
his proposals for improving educa-
tion. .

In answer to questions from his
audience, Mr. Clinton endorsed ex-
tending- the school year, provided
such.a change was affordable. He
also embraced the idea of applying a
Vchip to the Internet, to protect chil-
dren from information objectionable
to their parents. Such technology will
soon be applied to television sets, and
the White House said application to
home computers was in develop-
ment.

Returning to the town-hall format

" he built upon during the 1992 cam-
paign, Mr. Clinton spoke before
about 160 business and academic
}eaders along with a smattering of

. children, seated on staggered plat-

forms arranged in a horseshoe.

. He devoted most of his presenta-
tion to his plan for voluntary national
testing of the English skills of fourth

graders and the math skills of eighth .

graders. West Virginia and Massa-
chusetts announced today that they
would adopt the tests by 1999, bring-
ing the number of participating
states to five.

“It’s scary,” Mr. Clinton said in
explaining one reason why some peo-
ple oppose his tests. But, he said,
“this is not an instrument of failure,
it's an instrument of accountability
and a pathway to success.”

The President, though still recov-
ering from his two-month-old knee
injury, did not- seem to need his
glossy black cane as he walked the
gym floor, gesturing broadly to point
at charts displaying sample reading
and math questions.

But as he sat occasionally in a
gray swivel chair to entertain ques-
tions, he struck a thoughtful pose by
folding his hands and resting them at
the top of the cane, where it bends
like:a shepherd’s crook.

Mr. Clinton has often been accused
of adopting the techniques of Oprah
Winfrey or Phil Donahue. But, as his
sessign today illustrated, such com-
parisans are inapt: far from seeking
conlict or unscripted, powerful emo-
tionTthe ratings fodder of daytime
teleyigion, he alms for an atmos-
phere. of amiable canversation as
banks of television cameras record
it

The dozen questions today were all

friendly. Referring to his testing .

plan, Mr. Clinton’s first questioner
asked him “how we as educators and
parents and community leaders can
help you address this important ini-
tiative."”

To illustrate the texts that pupils
might be tested on, Hannah Galey, a
fourth grader from a nearby school,
read from “Charlotte’s Web” a pas-
sage in which the spider contem-
plates tricking a farmer to save a

The President takes

“his education

crusade on the road,
to West Virginia.

pig. “People are not as smart as
bugs,” Hannah read. -

- In response to another question,
Mr. Clinton said he liked the ideaof a
standardized test before graduation

from high school, as part of a broad--

er effort to insure that students know
the basics.

The President said he had come to
West Virginia to highlight the state’s
progress in raising the math per-
formance of its students. And he
called West Virginia ‘‘the nation’s
leader in putting
schools.”

technology in’

To underscore that point, he made
his remarks at Robert C. Byrd High
School, named for the Senator who
has brought so much Federal money
to his home state. The $24 million
school, which opened in January
1996, has at least one computer per
classroom, seven computer laborato-
ries and a virtual-reality lab, stu-
dents said. Sharing a plateau among
steep green hills with a stadium and
several tennis courts, it serves more
than 1,000 students from two former
high schools.

Mr. Clinton had previously ad-
vanced his testing plans in speeches
to state legislatures. But his aides
seemed delighted with today's town-
hall approach, which they said better
reaches parents and teachers. The
forum was broadcast on public tele-
vision stations around West Virginia
and was transmitted over the Inter-
net.

Mr. Clinton was the first incum-
bent President to visit Clarksburg
since Harry S. Truman, and hun-
dreds of residents lined the motor-
cade route to the high school to wel-
come him. American flags dangled
outside small clapboard homes.

‘“We Pray for You,"” declared the
red-brick Evangel Baptist Church in
its sign welcoming the President,
while a Midas shop lauded his prized
Ford: *“Bill, Dig Your Mustang.’

On the way back to the airport, Mr.
Clinton, who said he was ‘'deeply
touched” by the crowds, stopped to
greet children along his route.

At Robert C. Byrd High School in Clarksburg, W.Va., President Clinton soug!
voluntary national testing of the English skills of fourth graders and the mathematic
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Gain a p1ece of H1story Wednesday When' the CLARKSBU
EXPONENT & TELEGRAM publish a special Section ak

Dresident Clmtons vlszt to Robert C. Byrd High School on Thursc
VMay 22, 1997.

“omplete coverage on the resident’s hlStOl’lC visit to Clarksburg :
iis town hall meeting on education at Robert C. Byrd High School

Details on everythmg from the President’s itinerary to his secu

1rrangements and what his visit will mean for North Central W
Jirginia..

Read zt all neXt“_:Wednesday, Thursday and Frxda;

To reserve your issue or )
fxpmﬂf Starl: your HOME DELIVERY call  TELEGRAI
626- 1400 or . 1-800-982- 6034
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Com ter experts from the

PUSOT

: i Wide Web. .

‘Internet . users. around the

“world will be able to see and
hear the president and a care-

. schools in real time.

' The new Robert C. Byrd':i.:

High School web page. being
. designed at NASA's ‘Classroom
of the Future' at Wheehng
Jesuit College will also permit
computer users to submit ques-
twns for .the president.

The school, like nearly all.

" schools in the state has a web
: page. But it lacks the necessary

; computer power to generate a -

' live video of the event.

' © Meanwhile, Harrison Schaol . -

~ Superintendent Robert E. Kittle

. said yesterday a number ‘of -
* decisions will be made. Monday
| following hours of neatly:toh- |
i stc{ghflannmg by his 'staff apd

te-House-advarice team.
"RCB’s'975 students will have

- cldsses Thursday, he:said..And '

ir- 65 téachers; as | .
28 anyone else in the school |

that day including the .audience

- for the education forum, will

~ also haveto pass through metal .

th _and thei

, detectors

.. " But there will-be. soma school
'~ schedule changes to.accommo-
date county students. and teach-
ers because of the presidential -
visit, the supermtendenhsagd

Those

| §chool ';forum which will ag’;

: {Natiohal Aeronautics.and Space
. : Admixistration are working. thxs.-,-;,
, weekend to:put President Clin-.
.ton’s town hall meeting Thurs- .|
-day'in Clarksburg on the WOtld 0

dentza stump speech at i
" Benedum Airport.before Cliriton -
‘returns-to-the capital-won't be :
.--known until ;}ate : Tuesday or .

:Seat. gym:
- That

\i-audlence invited b By Kiftle, U.S."
.- Sens. Robert C. By.

Party to 160

unday night,”
e said : ! ’

-one of the two sites for the dis--
.tribution of free tickets to-the:
public for the airport departure
.speech and ceremony.” .
_The new Heritage Bank of
“Harrison - County-at 140' West:
“Main Street-in €larksburg will

-when . picking up their tickets:
:and go thrmét a portable metal
‘detector at the airport before.

- being allowed into a secure area- -
to see Chnton s farewéll

remarks.

,port ‘event ticket distribution’
“will be announced by Tuesday,

| planners say..The other ticket
outlet, planned for a locationin. -

Brxdgeport is still undecided. -
To solve the parking short-
- age for'a huge crowd at the air-

run a free park-and-ride service
from Mea wbrook Mall to-the
‘airport.: -

About . 10 000 tickets. for: the- :

300 NASA, A.‘IO

v"J"

‘*_ ‘. S B R R

g ‘Wednesday, he said yesterday. - -

... About ‘10 more ‘guests have - .
‘been. added for the town hall::
" ;event in'the-high school's 2;500-

c:‘eaéés xhe sxze of thec'?

. td and Jay .
‘Rockefeller, Gov. Cecil Under-:

N t
- fully-selected audience of state .| Wood and the state Democranlc =

‘residents discuss American . | : -
--,-THE CLINTGN VISIT

o “Were gom fo start. noti-. -
4 Igt people

Pla.rmers have-also 1dent1fxe6'
. be oneticket outlet. Residents.
_ will. have: to. show .a- photo ID:

:The time and date of the au'-_-. o

_port, county school buses will

airport avent will be pririted :-
early t.h:s weekby Clar sburg.,,-
e telecast live in-state by pub- .| A
hc televxsxon - and a preSI-

-t

TNASA

(contmusd from Pago ‘1)

hin. Co the parent ﬁrm
. I:fug};scgksburg Te]egram and -

Ex%en-Aﬂantxc West Virginia _
crews began installing additio-- -
nalt:eleplmehnes -and a beefed- -
up commumcation system for
ter video link as early
as last iday, & top telephone

company off1c1al sa;d yester- -

Theres a consortium of tal-

m around the state work:
3 fr?é ftf)ogether to make this event -
. come -off,” said Don Molter,
' Bell—Atlantxc s area manager.’

. “We're just happy to be able
‘to do our. J;:»art. ‘Our guys have
“been working 24 hours straight
to run the extra fiber-optic lines
for . the. additional %hones,
which’ will-be used by thepres-
1dentxal rty and the press.

- The: %a ne company is also
mstaﬂmg a Litespan 2000 com-
munication ts:‘.wltchmg ‘system

ven .

for'lt‘gg fates an system will be

removed after the event'but thﬁ

additional telephone lines wi

-remain, Molter saxd
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‘Nor ld Wide Web.

. Harrison County School Superin-
tendent Robert Kittle said Bell Atlantic
technicians are installing the wiring
to make this connection possible.

West Virginia Public Broad-

casting will air the forum live, and

- provide feeds for news broadcasts.

Welcome to high school
Sifting on about 20 acrés in a bowl
_on the edge of Clarksburg, the Robert
.C. Byrd campus includes a major
I sports complex, a gym seating 2,500
' and designed for multiple uses, and
" aslate-of-the-art theater sealing 675.

I - A community environmental -

i learning center is going in, Rollins

: said, complete with a pond with-

i wetlands and mini-amphitheater.
i “When we built the school, we
! envisioned it as a place the com-
i munily couid use,” Rollins said.
1 “It's like a civie center — some-
" thing's always gomg on.'
Since it opened in January 1996,
. Robert C. Byrd High bas averaged an

outside group or activities in the build- .

L ¥

ing alinost every other day, he said.
Gracuation is set for Friday. May 30

_ As for visitors. *ve have had the
governor, we've have had the senator;
where else can you go after Senalor.
B¥rd? Roilins joked. “It has to be
the president. The last time Senator

" Byrd was here, we told him next time

he came back to bring the president.”-
" Rolins, who dttended both of
Clinton’s inaugurations, hopes to
meet the president during his visit.
Kittle isn't sure how Wes! Vir- -
ginia and Robert C, Byvrd High came’

to be chosen for the honor of hosting ™

the educational town meeting. He just

knows that'a normatly busy time

has become filled with even moie

meetings, tours and consultations.
“We've had peoplein every day, it's

increased every day,” he'said. “They're

very thorough. Everv I'sdotted, every.

T's crossed, every L's looped.”
Kittie said thev're working on

getting the other 11 counties in

RESA 710 send students to the forum.

Airport speech, too
If vou're not invited to the school

forum, you still have a chance fo see
the president. Tickets are being print-

ed for a speech he will make at Bene-
dum Airport before flving back to
Vashington on Air Fores One. These
will be available later this week.
All of those stages the Clarks-
burg’s Public Warks Department
- has assembled for ltalian Heritage
Festivals made it the top nominee to
‘handle the airport speech,
’ Clarksbuxg City Manager Percy

Ashcraft described that as the city's -

biggest underlakmg. ‘because we
have just a few days to plan it." He' s
".confident it will be done in time.
“We obviously want to have our
city well-groomed.{or:the visit,”
Ashcraft said. “It's been difficult,
as you can imagine, with the cold,

wet weather. We're hoping the first -

-~ of the week thl be lund lo us' v

State t'ops in educa!lon‘
State School Superintendent
Henry Marockie said the president’s

visit, combined with the state’s rat-’

ing in Education Week's “Quality
Counts” report on education, is a “tes-
timony to the quality of what's going
on in public education in the state.”

The president's proposed nation-

al tests — reading for fourth-graders,

math for eighth-graders — fit (he
state's plan, he said.

“The fact those new tests are
being developed will tie to the West

Virginia instructional goals and™ *

objectives in various areas,” he said.
“in this case, reading and math. So
the whole idea fits beautifully into the

reform movement under way-hereto

increase core requirements and the
academic rigor of the program."
U.S. Sen. Rabert C. Byxd; D-W.Va,,

" speaks strongly of how education

affected his life. He's delighted the - -
schoa] bearing his name will play host :

"to & White House event intended to :

-draw attention’to education issties.
““I'hope, as well, that through this
‘town hall meeting, West" Virginia

sive strides made in recent years
to improve our state's economy and
its educational system,” Byrd said.

Kittle sees another reason behind

* will gain some welkdeserved pesitive. -
. reoogmtlon nationally for thé i impres-

the president’s visit — the economy.

“Think of how that recovery is
happening,” he said. “It's changing all

of our lines of work. At one tiine.we '

"had to depend on natural resources;

now we depend upon knowledge.” .
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