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CAPITAL ROUNDUP 

Ointon suggests 'V-chip' 
to block Internet porn 

AP 

Clinton: V-chip 'is 
the answer' 

President Clinton, resuming his 
public campaign for national educa­
tion standards, said Thursday that a 
''V-chip" should be developed to en­
able parents to protect their children 
from porn<>graphy on the Internet 

At a "town hall meeting" in Clarks­
burg, W.Va., Clinton suggested that a 
computer chip like that now being 
devised for television might also be 
used in cyberspace. "There are a lot 
of things on there that we wouldn't 
want· our children to see" Clinton 
said. Last year he signed the Commu­

nications Decency Act, which banned indecent material on 
the Internet Court challenges have sent that law to the Su­
preme Court. 

The president's statement signals "a really important and 
positive change in policy," said Daniel Weitzner of the Cen­
ter for Democracy and Technology, a group which has 
challenged the ban on indecent material. "It focuses on em­
powering parents to make choices rather than having the 
federal government make one choice for every single fam­
ily." Weitzner also noted that software already exists to help 
parents limit Internet material. 

- by Susan Page and Leslie Miller 
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In a School Gym, Professor Clinton Presides 
By JAMES BENNET 

CLARKSBURG, W.Va May 22 -
Equipped with a passage from 
"Charlotte's Web," a mathematical 
word problem and his studiously fa­
therly manner, President Clinton 
played teacher in a high school gym­
nasium here today, leading a hand­
picked crowd through a seminar on 
his proposals for improving educa­
tion. 

In answer to questions from his 
audience, Mr. Clinton endorsed ex­
tending· the school year, provided 
such: a. change was affordable. He 
also embraced the idea of applying a 
V-dlip to the Internet, to protect chil­
dren from information objectionable 
to tbeir·parents. Such technology will 
soon be applied to television sets, and 
the White House said application to 
home computers was in develop­
ment 

Returning to the town-hall format 
he built upon during the 1992 cam­
paign. Mr. Clinton spoke before 
about 160 business and academic 
J':aders, along with a smattering of 
Children, seated on staggered plat· 
forms arranged in a horseshoe. 

·: He devoted most of his presenta­
tion to his plan for voluntary national 
testing of the English skills of fourth 
graders and the math skills of eighth 
graders. West Virginia and Massa­
chusetts announced today that they 
would adopt the tests by 1999, bring­
ing the number of panicipating 
states to five. 

"It's scary," Mr. Clinton said in 
explaining one reason why some peo­
ple oppose his tests. But, be said, 
"this is not an instrument of failure, 
it's an instrument of accountability 
and a pathway to success." 

The President, though still recov­
ering from his two-month-old knee 
injury, did not· seem to need his 
glossy black cane as he walked the 
gym floor, gesturing broadly to point 
at charts displaying sample reading 
and math questions. 

But as he sat occasionally in a 
gray swivel chair to entenain ques­
tions, he struck a·thoughtful pose by 
folding his hands and resting them at 
the .toP of the cane, where it bends 
like·a shepherd's crook. 

Mr. Clinton has often been accused 
of iidoptlng the techniques of Oprah 
Winfrey or Phil Donahue. But, as his 
sesskm.today illustrated, such com­
piirtiicioS are Inapt: far from seeking 
contuci or unscripted, powerful emo­
tion,'; the ratings fodder of daytime 
television, he alms for an atmos­
phe~~ of amiable conversation as 
banks of television cameras record 
il ;.::;· . 

lbe.dozen questions today were all 

friendly. Referring to his testing 
plan, Mr. Clinton's first questioner 
asked him "how we as educators and 
parents and community leaders can 
help you address this lmponant ini­
tiative." 

To illustrate the texts that pupils 
might be testPd on, Hannah Galey, a 
fourth grader from a nearby school, 
read from "Charlotte's Web" a pas­
sage in which the spider contem­
plates tricking a farmer to save a 

The President takes 
his education 
crusade on the road, 
to West Virginia. 

pig. "People are not as sman as 
bugs," Hannah read.· 

In response to another· question, 
Mr. Clinton said he liked the idea of a 
standardized test before graduation 
from high school, as pan of a broad-· 
er effon to insure that students know 
the basics. 

The President said he had come to 
West Virginia to highlight the state's 
progress in raising the math per­
formance of its students. And he 
called West Virginia "the nation's 
leader in putting technology In· 
schools." 

To underscore that point, he made 
his remarks at Roben c. Byrd High 
School, named for the Senator who 
has brought so much Federal money 
to his home state. The $24 million 
school, which opened in January 
1996, has at least one computer per 
classroom, seven computer laborato­
ries and a vinual-reality lab, stu­
dents said. Sharing a plateau among 
steep green hills with a stadium and 
several tennis courts, it serves more 
than 1,000 students from two former 
high schools. 

Mr. Clinton had previously ad­
vanced his testing plans in speeches 
to state legislatures. But his aides 
seemed delighted with today's town­
hall approach, which they said better 
reaches parents and teachers. The 
forum was broadcast on public tele­
vision stations around West Virginia 
and was transmitted over the loter­
net 

Mr. Clinton was the first incum­
bent President to visit Clarksburg 
since Harry S. Truman, and hun­
dreds of residents lined the motor­
cade route to the high school to wel­
come him. American flags dangled 
outside small clapboard homes. 

"We Pray for You," declared the 
red-brick Evangel Baptist Church in 
its sign welcoming the President, 
while a Midas shop lauded his prized 
Ford: "Bill, Dig Your.Mustang." 

On the way back to the airpon, Mr. 
Clinton, who said he was "deeply 
touched" by the crowds, stopped to 
greet children along his route. 

At Roben C. Byrd High School in Clarksburg, W.Va., President Clinton sougl 
voluntary national testing of the English skills of fourth graders and the mathematic 
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)etails on everything from the Preside~t's itinerary to his secu1 
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Su~tendenfRot>ert:~ .. "I~ittle ... ·be oiie•tfcket outlet.._Residents. : a~'.Tberesa consortium of tal· 

: said yesterday a· number ·of : wilLha~ejo ~ow .. a _photo JD · entfrom arpund the st.a~ work-
: <U!cisions will be made,;l,dQµ~y .. : when .. picking· up the!J' ticke.ts:: ing together to make this event 
; followtng. hours of nearly tion· and:go through a portable metal · cotne off,". said.·Don Mogl!~r, 
i stOp-..planning by J1is ~~~ff ~µd . · detector· at the airport before Bell~Atlant1c's area man~ · 
: . a White· House: advarrce. team~ · · bemg allowe<fmto a ~ute ar~:·. "We're just happy to be able 
: · RCB's975 students will have to se·e · Clinton's f ar~wcll to do our \>art. Our guys h.ave 

.. classe~·:'fhu~~d~y,b~~$:i!d::,~d rem~ks. · · . · . · .. been-working 24 bours s~ra~ght 
they and their· 65 teac~s- as . : . · : The .time and date of the air- to nm the extra fiber-optic line~ 

.• : wen . .as an,yone ~iii the .~hl)Ol port ev~r ticket distributiOri. for the additional phones, 
.. that•day·.mcluding Uie:audience · will .be announced by Tt,iesday, • which will be used by the ·pres· 

for the education fOrilm'; will planners .say~ The other ~ck~t i~eritial party and the p~ess .. 
· also have fo pass ·through m·eLal outlet, planned for a location m. · : The· pnone company _1s also 
dete¢tor~ .. · . ·: .. ·. . ·· .·.. _: . Bridgeport, is still undecided. · msfallin~ a Li~spa~ 2QOO c:· 

·. Buttherewill,be·.sOnieschool · To.solve the parking short- muniCation switching .sys m 
. schedule. changes to ~eommo- .·. · age ,for' a huge .cr.-ow~ at the air· for. the event. · · . · ·. .

11 
be 

date· county students. and teach- port, county .. school buses. \J'.ill / :The Litespan sys.te~ wi 
ers. becau~ of the presidential run a free park~and·ride service. removed after the eve~~·but ti:ie 
visit, the silperintendent said. from Meadowbrook Mall to-the additional telepho~e Imes will 

. Those ch•nges <will,. be. airport.' ·: · . . ·. . · remain Molter·said. . . 
... &Mounced-'M~nday;.'.; :<' <.;::;<. _: . About.10,000 tickets-for the .• .· - '==:as ....... s·•-·· ·• 

·.•·· ~~~:~:~~d~~i~t~'.~~~~:;;;. :.·~;.flii~~:kW:i :~~~~~=:··~······ . 
. be telecast live in~.tate .by 'pub- . . ·' . · · - · ·· ' ' · 
lie television· - and a presi· ·· Sli :flA:SA · A.10 : > ., · > · 

. .·. . . I. . , • ..;j_:.,.;.,./ 



I 

..• CONTINUED SUNDAY, MAY 18 .• 1997 THE DOMINION POST 3-A 

I CLINTON 
FROM P.AG£ 1-A. 

! -'.Vorld Wide \\o'eb. 
Harrison County School Superi.n· 

tencient Robert Kittle said Bell Atla11tic 
technicians are installing !he wiring 
to make this connection possible. 

West Virginja Pu~lic Broad- -
casting will air the forum Jive, and 
pti:ivide reeds for news broadcasts. 

Welcome to high school 
Sittiiig on a bout 20 acres in a bowl 

. on the edge of Clarksburg, the Robert 

I 
C Byrd campus incl_udes -~ ma!or 
sports complex, a gym seating 2,<:rOO 

- and designed for multiple uses, and 
a state-of· the·art theater sealing 675. 

I. - A comri1unily envirnnmental 
, learriingce-nter is going in, Rollins 
(said, complete with a pond with· 
i wetlands and mini-amphitheater. 
: "When we built the school, we 
: envisioned it as a place the com­
! mu nil}' couid use," Rollins said. 
\ "H's like a civic center '--- some-

ing almost ever~· other da~·. he said. ed fora speech he will make al Bene- math for eighth-graders - fit the 
Gractuation is &e! for Fridar. !\fay 30. dt1n1 ·Airport before flying back to stale's plan, he said. 

As for \'isitors. ;'\ve have had 1he Washington on Air Force One. These '"The fact those ne\\" tests ·are ;l 
governor, we've have had the ~ator; will be available lttter this week. being developed will r.ie to the West 1 
whet-eelse can you go after Senator. All of those stages the Clat"ks· Virgini:l instruc-lionat goals and· 
B·•l'd?" Rollins joked. "It has to be bi.1rg's Pu1Jlic \\-'or ks Department objecth'es in various areas." tle said. 
the president. Tl!e last timeS(>nator - has assembled for flalian Heritage . "in this case, reading and math. So i 
Bvrd was here, we told him nell.1 time Festi\iaJs made it the top nominee to thewh6le idea fit'> beautifully into fut> _:_:1 he came Lack to bring the president." - _handle the aii-I>ort_ ~peed),_ _ reform movement under way.here to 

Rollins, who at tended both of Ctarksburg CH~· Manager Percy increase core requirements and ·the ,·! 
Clinton's inaugurations, hopes to Ashcraft described that as the Cit}"s· - academic rigor of the program." - '~ 
meet the president during his \·;sit. biggest undertaking "because we U.S: Sen. Robert C:Byrd; D·\·'l.Va., 

Kittle isn't sure how West Vir- - havejustafe,vdaystoplan it." He's.· speaks strongly of how educalion :i 
ginia and Robert(\ Brrd High.ca.me _ confid~nt it \'.•ill.be done in time. - aJtected his life. He's delighted the - :I 
to be cho&en for thehorior of hosting- - "We obviOusly want to have our. schQol bearing his name will play host :i 
the educational to·,m meeti.rig. Heju5t city well~groorned.for the visit," ·to a White House t>\•ent intended to _ . 
knows I hat a normally blisy flme Ashcraft said. "It's .been difficµlt, da"'3W attention'to education issues. ' 
has become filled with e\·e·n more as you can imagine, with the cold, . - ''.I ho{:>E!'. ac; well. that through ~his 
meetings, fours and ~onsu_ltat ions. ·wet weather. We're hoping the firSL - ·town hall meeting. West "Virginia 

"We'\;ehad people'ineveryday,it's · of the. week ~·ill be kind Lo ti.s." will gamsome welkleser\'ed pgsitive 
u1CJ-ea5t'deveryday,"hesaid''They're _ - __ __ _ _ - -- reoognitionnationallyforlheimpie.s-
vay thorough. E .. 'ery l's dotted,d .. eve..Y State top• ·in education sM! sh"i.des made in recent years _ j 
T's crossed, everr L's loope . State School Superintendent to improve our state's economy and •-1 

Kittle said they're \forking on Henrv wlarockie said the president's its educational srstem," Brrd said. 
getring the other 11 counties in visit:combined with the state's rat· Kittle sees another reason behind 
RESA 7 to send srudents to the fonun. ing in Education Week's "Quality the presidrot's \•isit - the economy. 

' thing's ah\tays going on." Airport speech, too 
Counts" repot1 on education, is a · 'tes- 'Think of how that- recovery is 
timon}' to the quality of what's going happening,~ he said. "lfschangingall 
on in public education in the state." of our lines of work. At one tiine.we ' · 

The president's proposed nation· ·had to depend on narural resources; 
Since it opened in January 1996, lfvou're not invited to the school 

. Robert c. Byrd High has averaged an ·. forurn. you srili-have a chance tos.ee 
' outside-grciupor activities in the build· _ che president. Tickets are l:>eing i>riot· al tests- read lng for fourth-graders. now \\'e depend upon knowledge~" -
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