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DoarMrfoM 

• 
June 25, 1~1 

Alaska plans to participate in the new national student assessment of 4th gradm in. 
l'eJICling proficiency and gth grad~ in math profieieriey, sehedule.d ro begin in 1999 .. I 
look fCJ?'\\.-ard to the availability of t:his ne'W' tool to help improve the educational 
opportu.niti~s for our Alaska students. 

Currectiy Alaska tests all student~ in grades 4. g, and 11 in reading. langua~ arts,· and 
mlrth using the California Achievement Test, and plans co participate in the 1998 
National Assessment of Educational Progr~s for students in grade 4 and g in reading 
and pade 8 in .. vt"iting. Additionally. we just compl~ed field r~ting a pert'omumc;e­
based \\nting assessment tool for students \n pdc:s S, 7. and 10, which will be 
administered statewide next year. 

As President Clinton's initiative employs perform~cc-b-ased testing, I am very ex~itcd 
for Alaska to integrate this i~itiative into our cWTent srudent asse.o;sment system. The 
information pro\'\ded by this assessment will document, for the first time.· the 
educational J'l'OsrMs of iD.dividual students measured against ~ational sTAndards. as well 
u pro,·1dc: d!!.ta lo mal\e state:~ national. and international comparisons. 

I look forv.-ard to meeting ·with you during your upcoming visit .to our state. 

Sincerely, 

To:l_.!ft 
G~ 

.. 
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The Honorable Richard Riley 
Secretary of Education 
United States Department of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

May 21. 1997 
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As Oovcmor of the State of West Virginia. and on behalf of Dr. Henry Maroc:kie, State 
Superintendent of Schools and Ms. Cl~o Mathews, President, and the West Virginia Board of 
"Education, I would like to express the State.'s support for President Clinton's proposed plan to 
devel'op ·a national testing program for all students in grades fou.r and eight. We believe that OW' 

citizens deserve the best infonnacion possible regarding the effectiveness of the school system's 
cff orts to provide a high quality education for all children and welcome the opponunity to 
demonstrate chat such is the case. · 

At great personal sacrifice the people of West Virsini¥ have consistently voted to suppon 
stale and local schools with a greater percentage of their income than do most other states. We 
believe that those dollars have been well spent as evidenced by the improved performance of state 
srudents, on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and other, measures. Unlike 
NAEP, the proposed program would provide an annual assessment in the critical areas of 
mathematics and reading by testing aJI students in grades four in reading and all students in grade 
eight in mathematics. The infonnation gleaned from this assessment would establish the means to 
document for the first time what educational progress is ~ing made-state by ru.te and in the nation 
as a whole·· and· provide West Virginia with national benchma.dcs. of achievement. · 

We look forward to working with you in the coming months to make this proposal a reality. 
From our experience with a statewide testing program, we have lea.med just how valuable 
information gleaned from a systematic assessment program is to an effective and efficient school 
1mprovement process. 

-·- .. -~~ncerely, 

cil Underwood 
Oo•.-emor of Wc:st Vii'ginill 

(·,, 

L· 
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Richard W. Riley 
Secretary of Education 
UDited States Department of Education 
400 MazyllDd Aveoue, S.W. 

· Room 4181 
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Sec:remy Riley: 

May 21. 1997 

The Commonwealth is pleued to part:U:.ipar.c in tbe acw .catioual asses,qmenr of student achievement in 
reading at grade 4 and mathematig at grade 8, scbeduled co begin m 1999 .. We look forward to this 
federal effort to raise achievemem by setting high standards for what students should kuow in the 
critical areas of :numeracy and literacy. 

Our experience in M3sacbusetta has shown that it u c:ruci.al for the state· to lead the effon to set 
ri;orous ~ stUlda.rds. for all stud.cm, and we arc in rhe process of implem.entiag. the !Ugher 
ac:~c standards wbith are pan of the Massachusetts Edncado:a Reform Act of 1993. This far-

. reaching legislation has hdped inaease upeaations of studen? perl'omw= amODg cducatms and 
parcms, and the measure of our ~s will be in our new swe..wide assessment program for fourth, 
e~ghth. and tenth grade smdents, scbeduled to bclin in full in the spring of 1998. 

In re=u years, Massachuseus lw be.en an active parmer i11 many of tbe.fedctal gOVCJllDlCIIt's 
education initiatives. The GOALS 2000 legislation and tW= Sclwol·te>Wonc program have benefited 
many of the Commonwealth's schook Fedetal support f.or Massaclmsetts charter schools u iilllother 
importam instaIICe where fedml-swe partnership bas helped improve public education. Thi.; new 
asscssme:o.t initiative will provide imponam information aboUt studem 3Chievcmem:, and will tunher 
enhance the Commonw~lh,s efforts co improve our schools. Commission.er of Edw:aiion Robert 
Antonucci stands ready to work with you aJUi your st3ff to implemc:at these measures . 

. 
Again. we are plcascd co join Wiih the Climc11 Administration in supportiaa this new assessmem 
program to raise the level Of SIU.dent lea.ming, throughout the Commonwealth arul aQ'OJS tlle naJ:iOn. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Weld 

~002 
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· · The Honorable Richard W. Riley 
Sc:t;~tary of Ed~tion 
U.S. Department of Education 
600 Independence Avenue. SW 
Washingr-0n, D.C 20202-0100 

Doar~~ 

• 
June 25, l~' 

Alaska plans to participate in the new national student assessment of 4th graders in. 
~ing proficiency and gth grad~ in math proficiency, ~hedule.d ro begin in 1999. I 
look fot\'t'B?d to the availability of this new toOl to help improve the educational 
opportunities for our: Alaska students. 

Cutreotly Al~ka tests ~ll students in grades 4. 8, and 11 in reading. langua~ arts, and 
math using the California Achievement Test, an4 plans CQ partiapate in the 1998 
National Assessment of Educational Progr~s for students in grade 4 and 8 in reading 
and pde 8 in "vt"iting. Additionally. we just compl~ed fi(;ld resting a pcrf'ormanee­
ba$ed \\Titing assessment tool for students in grades s. 7. and 10, which will be 
administered statewido next year. 

As Preside:nt Clinton's initiative employs perfonn:.nce-based testing, [ am very ~xcitQCf 
for Alaska to integtate this io.itiative into OW' cWT~t srudent asse.i;sment system. The 
information pro\'ided by 'this assessment wm documen" for the first time, ·the 
educ:ationaJ prosress of individual studeftts measured against hatio"al standards. as well 
iD provide d:i.ta lo make state~ national, and intemational comJ)arisons. 

I look forward to meeting with you during your upcoming visit .to our state. 

Sincerely, 

To~& a~ 

.. 
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·The Honorable Richard W. Riley 
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U.S. Department of Education 
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Door~~ . 

ID dl874'8'i34'i'i 

• 
June 25, l~' 

Alaska plans to ·participate in the new national student assessment of 4th graders in. 
re.ding proficiency and gth grad~ in math profieieriey. s.eheduled ro begin in 1999 .. I 
look fot'\"t'Ud to the availability of this new tool to help improve the edu~tional 
opportuniti~s for our Alaslr::a students. 

Curreotly Alaska tests ~Il students in grades 4. &, and 11 in reading. languaae aiu. and 
math using the California Achievement Test, an4 plans io partiapa.te in ~e 1998 
National Ass~sme:nt of Edueaiional Progr~s for stu<icnts in grade 4 and 8 in reading 
and grade 8 in "vt"iting. Additionally. we just <iOmpl~ed field IC$ting a pcrf'onnanc;e­
based writing assessment tool for students in pdcs s. 7. and 10, which will be 
administered statewide next year. 

As Presid£nt Clinton's initi~ive employs performuice-based testing, I am very ~x~ited 
for Alaska to integrate this in.itiative into our curr~t srudent asse.~ment system. The 
infotmation provided by this assessment will dOiCument, for the first time, the 
educational prosress of individual studen.ts measured against ~atio"al standards. u well 
a.s provide.: <is.ta lo m~e state~ national, and international comparisons. 

l look forward to meeting 'l.vilh you during your upcoming visit .to our state. 

Sincerely, 

To:l-.& G~r 

. . 
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The Honorable Richard Riley 
Secretary of Education 
United States Department of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 
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As Oovr;mor of the State of West Virginia. and on behalf of Dr. Henry Marockie, State 
Superintendent of Scho.ols and Ms. Cleo Mathews, President, and the West Virginia Board of 
'Education, I would like to expr~ss the Stace,'s support for President Clinton's proposed plan to 
develop ·a national testing program for all students in grades four and eight. We believe that our 
citizens deserve the best information possible regarding the effectiveness of the school system's 
efforts to provide a high quality education for a.11 children and welcome the opponunity to 
demonstrate that such is the case. · 

At great person~l sacrifice the people of West Virginiaa have consistently voted to suppon 
state and local schools with a greater percentage of their income than do most other states. We 
believe that those dollars have been well ~ptnt as evidenced by the improved performance of state 
srudents, on the National As.ses.iment of Educational Progress (NA.BP) and othe~measW"es. Unlike 
NAEP, the proposed program would provide an annual assessment in the critical areas of 
mathematics and reading by testing all students in grades four in reading and all students in grade 
eight in mathematics. The information gleaned from this assessment would establish the means to 

document for the first time what educational progress is ~ing made-state by st.ate and in the nation 
as a whole·· and· provide Wc:st Virginia with national benchmarks of achievement. · 

We look forward ro working with you in the coming months to make fh.is proposal a reality. 
From our experience .with a statewide testi.ng program, we have learned just how valuable 
information. gleaned from a systematic assessment program is to an effective and efficient school 
improvement process. 

. --- .. ___ Sincerely, 
·- ...... · .. 

cil Underwood 
OoYemor of Wc:st Virginia 

/ 
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The Honorable Richard Riley 
Secretary of Education 
United States Department of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

orr1C:E OF nu: GOVERNOR 
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May 21, 1997 

As Oovi;mor of the State of West Virginia~ and on behalf of Dr. Henry Marockie, St.ate 
Superintendent of Schools and Ms. Cleo Mathews, President, and the West Virginia Board of 
'Education, I would like to ex.pr~ss the State.'s support for President Clinton's proposed plan to 
devel·op·a national testing program for all students in grades four and eight. We believe that our 
citizens deserve the best infonnarion possible regarding the effectiveness of the school system's 
efforts to provide a high quality education for all children and welcome the opponunity to 
demonstrate that such is rhe c:ase. · 

At great persoo~l sacrifice the people of West Virgini~ bave consistently vowd to support 
state and local schools with a greater percentage of their income than do rnost other states. We 
believe that those dollars have been well sptnt as evidenced by the improved perfonnanee of state 
students, on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (N~P) and other, measures. Unlike 
NAEP, the proposed program would provide an annual assessment in the critical areas of 
mathematics and reading by testing all students in grades four in reading and all students in grade 
eight in mathematics. The infonnation gleaned from this assessment would establish the means to 
docwnent for the first time what educational progress is being made-state by ru.te and in the nation 
as a whole·· and· provide W~st Virginia with national benchmarks of achievement. · 

We look forward to working with you in the cami~g months to make this proposal a reality. 
From our experience with· a statewide testil'l.g program, we have learned just how valuable 
infonnatio11 gleaned from a systematic assessment program is to an effective and efficient school 
improvement process. 

.---.. _Sincerely, -- . 

cil Underwood 
Governor of Wc:;t Virginia 

/ 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

WIU.IAM F. we-LD 
OOYl!NIOJI 

ExECUTi\fE DEPARTMENT 

STATE HOUS& • DOaTON 021~ 

(617) 127-3600 
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A.RGEO PAUL CELLUCCI 
UEUTiNANT·GOVliANOll 

Richard w I Riley 
Sectetary of Edugtion 
United Stares Department of Education 
400 MaeyJmd Avemie, S.W. 
Room 4181 
\Vashington,DC 20202 

Dear Seaemy Riley: 

Ma.y 21. 1997 

/ 

Ibc COmmonwe'dJth is pleased to participate in tbe DCW national assessment Of Student achievement ill 
reading at grade 4 and mathematics ai gtad.e 8, scbcduled to begin in 1999 .. We look forward to this 
federal effott to ·raise achievemcm by setting high standards !or what students should know in the 
critical areas of numeracy and Iieeraey. · 

Our experience in Massae.bu£etts lw .&hoWlJ. clw it is crucial for the state· co lead the effort to set 
rigorous ~ at:anda:rd3. for all studentx, and we an:: in the proce.ss of !ml'lamcnting. tbc higher 
ac~c &Wldards whicli are part of the M.a.ssacbuseus Education .Reform Act of 1993. This far-

. · reaching legislaJ::ion has helped inaease expectatiom of student performmec among cm1ratms and 
parcnrs, and the measure of our success will be in our new swe.-widc auessment program for fourth. 
e~ghth. and tenth grade stUdcnts, scbr'5uled to bqin in Ml in the spriag of 1998. 

' .hi ·reeem years, Massachusetts bas been an active partner i11 :awiy of the· f'edc:nl gOVcmDlCllt's 
education initiatives. The GOALS 2000 legislation and the Scbool·to-Work program have benefited 
tDany of the Commonwealth's schoo.ls. Federal suppott f.or Massachuseus charter schools ii ;mother 
importam fnstmce where federal-stare partnership has helped improve.public edw:ation. Thi; new 
assessment imtiative will provide important infozmarl.on abouc studem a.chievemens:, and will turther 
enhance the CoD1m0IJWealth's eftbrts co.improve our schools. Commission.a of Education Robert 
Antonucci stands ready to work with you and your staff to implement these measures. 

, ' 
Again. we are ple.ased to join with the Climcll Administration in support:iaa mis new lssessmem 
progra111 to raise the level of student leam.tng. throughout the Commonwealth and Gross the nation. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Weld 

~002 
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WIWAM F. WiLD 
GOYfJUCOJI 

AHGEO PAUL CELWCCI 
UEUTiNAMT".GOVliANOA 

Richard W. Riley 
s~etary of Edw:ation 
United St.ares Department of Education 
400 Matyland Avenue, S.W. 
Room4i81 
'W'ashington,DC 20202 

Dear Secremy Riley: 

May 21. 1997 

/ 

The commonwealth is ple21ed to paniciparc in the Dt\\' national assessmenr of student achievement in 
reading at grade 4 and marhematit.S at grade 8, scheduled to begin in 1999. .We look forward to this 
federal effon to ·raise achievemem by settmg high standards for what students should know in me 
~cal areas of numeracy and literacy. 

Our ~perience in Massachu£etts bas £hown WI it is cru'1al for tbe state· co lead the effort to set 
risorcus ~ &t4Uldard3.for all studenm, and we arc in the process of implemeutmg.thc higher 
ac~c 5Wldards which are pan of the Massacbusens Bdncalion .R.efoan kt. of 1993. This far-

. reaching legis.larion bas helped inawe expectations of studem perfomw= amODg educators and 
parents, and the measure of our success will be in our new swe..widc asHSsmcnt program for fourth. 
e~ghth. and tenth grade students, scheduled to begin in mu in the spring of 1998. 

" In ·reccm years, Massachusetts bu been an active partner in ma.ay of the· ledenl govcmmcm•s 
education initiatives. The GOALS 2000 legislation and the Sdl.ool·to-Wonc program have benefited 
many of the Commonwealth's schooh. Federal support f.or Musacht1setts cbarter schools i& motbar 
imponam iDstaIICe wh!re federal-stare partnership has helped improve .public education- Thi; new 
assc!sme:nt initiative will provide importW information abouc stucleDI Wlievemem, and will ilJither 
enhance the Commonwealth's efforts co improve our schools. Commission.er of Education Robert 
AntOllll.C:ci stands ready to work with YOU and your Staff to implement these measures. 

' 
Again. we are pleased co join wiih the Clinton Administration ill supportiai Ibis new &ssessmem 
program co raise the level of student learning. throughout the Commonwealth and gross the naJ:ion. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Weld 

~002 
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A11d1·ry S. Horne 
Jin> L McK>1igl11 
Pn11/ I- Morr;~ 
Cllnrlt':' H. Wt>J.e>"r•· 
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Cary C. l'llliilr 

Dr. Richard Riley 
Secretary of Education 
US Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

April i 7, 1997 

P. 02 

I am pleased to inform you that the West Virginia Board of Education voted at its April 10, 
1997, meeting to volunteer to participate as a pilot state in the development of the fourth and 
eighth grade national resting. The Wesr Virginia Board of Education has had a strong interest in 
the area of assessment as a process of improving iustmction and providing accountability to the 
citizens of our state. We currently use asse::ssment measures in grades K-12 for a variety of 
purposes. 

The administration of a reading rest at the fourth grade and a mathematics [est at the eighth . 
grade will fa in very well with our instructional program delivery and assessment process. I am, 
therefore, asking that you accept this letter as action on the part of the Seate of Wt:st Virginia to 
volunteer as a pilot state for the initial administration of the fourth and eighth grade test. 

This information has been communicated to the President as per the attached kuer. 

Thank you for your constant and visionary leadership in education and your commitment to 
improve the quality of learning and the quality of life in the United States. ' 

511rep1
• vs_ dv--../1/L 

H~y Marockie 
State Superintendent of Schools 

HM:KCS:cag/971 

Attachment 
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!'.!:'.de Vir~·i•1 1'•1 fl,,1trd of Erl11cn!iC1.t 

Cito P ·'·l.illie~i·,;. f're;idmt 
SJ1cila ,\1. i1.;111ilto11. Vice Pr~sidrnt 
/amt> I. ,\fa.:-Cn/111111. Sccrctnry 
Michr:cl D. Creer 
Audrey S. H1irn,· 
/im L. McKr11..:l:r 
Pawl /. i\-l<Jrri:: 
Charles H. :\',1·{or.cr 
Gary c;. •,•,;;,;1/ 

President William J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N\V 
Washington, DC 20500-0006 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 17, 1997 

P. 03 

The purpose of this letter is two-fold: to again thank you for scheduling the meeting with 
CCSSO Leadership and to inform you of action taken by the West Virginia Board of Education 
at its April meeting. 

It was unfortunate that you were not able to be with us to discuss your plans for the national 
testing at grades four and eighr. However, Vice President Gore did an admirable job of filling 
in for you. The proposed national testing will fit in well with the testing pyogr~ms of most states 
and clearly is a direction that the nation needs to take. Thank you for exercising leadership in this 
important area of education. 

We want to inform you that on April 12, 1997, the West Virginia Boar.d of Education voted 
unanimously to volunteer as a pilot state for the initial administration of the fourth and eighth 
grade test. West Virginia has been aggressive in the implementation and use of norm-referenced 
tests. Your proposal will blend in very well with our established testing program which spans 
grades K-12. The Seate Board was very excited about the prospect of being a pilot state and is 
conunitted to working with t.he national testing initiative in the furure. 

Again, thank you for meeting with the ·ccsso Leadership. We in West Virginia look 
forward to being in the vanguard as this initialive is impl~mented. 

~·'fl~~L 
Henry Marockie 
State Superintendent of Schools 

HM:KCS:tag/969 

cc: Dr. Richard Riley, Secretary of Education 

'· 
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PAUL E. PATTON 
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May 7, 1997 

Secretary Richard W. Riley 
United States Department of Education 
600 Independence Ave., S.W. 
wasnington, o.c. 20202-01 oo 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

F ... x: {502) 564-2517 

-.c: 

-... 
Please include Kentucky among the states which plan to adminit!r the 

new national tests of reading proficiency of 4th graders and math proficiency of 
8th grade students in 1999. I understand that Deputy Secretary Marshall Smith 
has already received a request from Kentucky Commissioner Bill Cody that our 
state be included in this individual student assessment. 

This initiative of President Clinton promises to be a valuable addition to 
Kentucky's ongoing work to assess the results of efforts to ,achi~ve very high 
standards. The Kentucky Education Reform Act passed in 1990 -called for an 
assessment of student achievE:ment that was primarily performance-based and 
similar to NAEP. Our state has developed such an assessment system. but the 
new national tests based on the NAEP content and performance standards 
would greatly strengthen our assessment of individual students and our ability to 
report to parents how their child performs relative to national standards. 

We look forward to the availability of this new tool for improving the 
education of boys and girls in Kentucky's schools. 

cc: Wilmer S. Cody 
Commissioner of Education 

/ 
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THE WH.ITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 13, 1997 

March 13, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Participation of Department of Defense Dependents 
Schools and Domestic Dependent Elementary and 
Secondary Schools in National Testing 

The Department of Defense Dependents Schools overseas .and the 
Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools here at 
home play an important role in enhancing the quality of life 
and overall readiness of the Armed Forces of the United States. 
They provide military families deployed overseas and within the 
United States with outstanding educational opportunities, and 
they play a vital role in preparing the children of military 
and civilian personnel in the Armed Forces for the futur~. 

Students in these schools deserve the best we can offer, 
starting with the highest expectations and most challenging 
academic standards available. Drawn from all racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, located in 15 countries throughout the world and 
in seven States and Puerto Rico here at home, all highly mobile, 
no group of students better underscores the need for common 
national standards and a uniform way of measuring progress. 

That is why I am pleased the Department of Defense Dependents 
Schools and Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools 
have accepted the challenge of benchmarking the performance of 
their students against widely accepted national standards in 
fourth grade reading and eighth grade math, using voluntary 
national tests aligned with these standards. This step will 
ensure that students, parents, and teachers in the Department 
of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) schools will have honest, 
accurate information about whether students are mastering the 
basic skills. Along with the States of Maryland, Michigan, and 
North Carolina, the DoDEA schools are among the first in the 
Nation to commit to participate in_ this testing program, 
beginning in 1999. 

.:,: : ·, .•. ~J ••. 
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•::ffiµch~'mo're·r than :·:administe'ring new tests.· - : rt· 'means·~ be'g1n~1h'g··r:' " ->'-

immediately to prepare students to meet these standards. -
This will require steps such as providing parents with the 
information and assistance they need to be their child's 
first teacher, upgrading the curriculum, implementing prove~ 
ins.tructional practices and programs, making accessible new 
technologies to enhance teaching and learning, supporting 
and rewarding good teaching, and providing students who need 
it with extra help and tutoring. · 

The DoDEA schools have already begun this task, btit much more 
needs to be done. And the lessons the DoDEA schools learn.from. 
these efforts can be valuable for other schools throughout our 
Nation. 

more 
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Therefore I direct·you to ensure that the DoDEA schools take 
these· and other steps as appropriate; and use all available 
resources ··t.o prepare every one of their students to me~t these 
sta_ndard~, in 1999 and each year thereafter, and to report 
annually on the progress being made toward.this objective, and 
ori the effectiveness of the strategies and approaches the DoDEA 
school system uses to achieve it. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

# # # 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STATE HOUSE • aosTON 02133 

WILLIAM F. WELD 
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Richard W. Riley 
Secretary of Education 
United States Depanment of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 
Room 4181 
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

(617) 727·3800 

May 21, 1997 

The Commonwealth is pleased to participate in the new national assessment of student achievement in 
reading at grade 4 and mathematics at grade 8, scheduled to begin in 1999. We look forward to this 
federal effort to raise achievement by setting high standards for what students should know in the 
critical areas of numeracy and literacy. 

Our experience in Massachusetts has shown that it is crucial for the state to lead the effort to set 
rigorous academic standards for all students, and we are in the process of implementing the higher 
academic standards which are part of the Massachusetts Education Reform Act, of 19,93. This far­
reaching legislation has helped increase expectations of srudent performance among educators and 
parents, and the measure of our success will be in our new state-wide assessment program for fourth, 
eighth, and tenth grade students, scheduled to begin in full in the spring of 1998. 

In recent years, Massachusetts has been an active partner in many of the federal government's 
education initiatives. The GOALS 2000 legislation and the School-to-Work program have benefited 
many of the Corrunonwealth's schools. Federal suppon for Massachusetts chaner schools is another 
important instance where federal-state partnership has helped improve public education. This new 
assessment initiative will provide imponant information about srudenc achievement, and will further 
enhan.ce the Commonwealth's efforts to improve our schools. Commissioner of Education Robert 
Antonucci stands ready to work with you and your staff to implement these measures. 

Again, we are pleased to join with the Clinton Administration in supporting this new assessment 
program to raise the level of student learning, throughout the Commonwealth and across the nation. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Weld 

~002 
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The Honorable Richard Riley 
Secretary of Education 
United States Department of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

0 F'.f'ICE· OF' THE GOVE~NOR 
/ 

May2 l, 1997 

As Governor of the State of West Virginia, and on behalf of Dr. Henry Marockie, State 
Superintendent of Schools and Ms. Cleo Mathews, President, and the West Virginia Board of 
Education, I would like to express the State's support for President Clinton's proposed plan to 
develop a national testing program for all students in grades four and eight. We believe that our 
citizens deserve the best information possible regarding the effectiveness of the school system's 
efforts to provide a high quality education for all children and welcome the opportunity to 
demonstrate that such is the case. · 

At great personal sacrifice the people of West Virginia have consistently voted to support 
state and local schools with a greater percentage of their income than do most other states. We 
believe that those dollars have been well spent as evidenced by the improved performance of state 
students, on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and other measures. Unlike 
NAEP, the proposed program would provide an annual assessment in the critical areas of 
mathematics and reading by testing all students in grades four in reading and all students in grade 
eight in mathematics. The infonr.ation gleaned from this assessment would establish the means to 
document for the first time what educational progress is being made--state by state and in the nation 
as a whole-- and provide West Virginia with national benchmarks of achievement. 

Vv'e look fo1ward to working \\oith you in the coming months to make this propos.ol o. renlity. 
From our experience with a statewide testing program, we have learned just how valuable 
information gleaned from a systematic assessment program is to an effective and efficient school 
improvement process. , ' 

........ ---~incerely, 

., cil Underwood 

Governor of \Vest Virginia 

.• .-;;,:;> 
.-~ 
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NEWS RELEASE 

/ 

contact: Milt Goldberg 
202/289-2944 

Business leaders endorse President Clinton's 
initiative to develop voluntary national tests 

/ 

Washington, DC (May 21, 1997) - James F. Orr Ill, chairman and CEO of UNUM Corporation 
and chairman of che National Alliance ofBusiness(NJ\B), today announced the endorsement of 
the Alliance for efforts supporting the initiative to develop voluntary national tests, originally 
proposed by President Clinton in his 1997 State of the Union address, to measure student reading 
skills in the 4th grade and mathematics skills in the 8th grade. The Alliance believes these 
volunta1y tests could be used by state and local school districts to measure the progress of 
American students in these core subjects. 

The Alliance recently surveyed its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported 
the initiative to develop _the voluntary national tests. 

The Alliance works cooperatively with over 300 srace and local business/education coalitions in 
partnership with school leaders, parents, and teachers to improve the quality of American 
education. 

### 

The National Alliance of Business is a 11011profit, business-led organization dedicated to building 
a quality workfoffe by improving American education, forging a smooth trwlsitionfrom school 
to work, expa11di11g life-long learning opportunities for incumbent workers and fostering 
strategies that simultaneously address worker security and employer.flexibility. The Alliance is 
chaired by James F. Orr 111, chairman and CJ:,'Q of ( !Nl JM Corporation 

1/01 N;.·.r, Y.-11·\. Avenue. t~W Sl11t~ 700 IN.-1·.J1i1191(in. [1( 20005·614~ 

)(\) )i;:.;i. '"""' ~11x )0)-229 1303 TDD 202-289-l'J/ i E-mJilin1o@n.;ib.c<.im www ,,,,ti.aim 
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The Honorable Richard Riley 
Secretary of Education 
United States Department of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

0 F-FICE> OF THE GOVERNOR 
/ 

May21, 1997 

As Governor of the State of West Virginia, and on behalf of Dr. Henry Marockie. State 
Superintendent of Schools and Ms. Cleo Mathews, President, and the West Virginia Board of 
Education, I would like to express the State's support for President Clinton's proposed plan to 
develop a national testing program for all students in grades four and eight. We believe that our 
citizens deserve the best information possible regarding the effectiveness of the school system's 
efforts to provide a high quality education for all children and welcome the opportunity to 
demonstrate that such is the case. · 

At great personal sacrifice the people of West Virginia have consistently voted to support 
state and local schools with a greater percentage of their income than do most other states. We 
believe that those dollars have been well spent as evidenced by the improved performance of state 
srudents, on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and other measures. Unlike 
NAEP, the proposed program would provide an annual assessment in the critical areas of 
mathematics and reading by testing all srudents in grades 'four in reading and all srudents in grade 
eight in mathematics. The information gleaned from this assessment would establish the means to 
docwnent for the first ti~e what educational progress is being made--state by state and in the nation 
as a whole-- and provide West Virginia with national benchmarks of achievement. 

We look forward to working \\-ith you in the coming months to make this proposal o. rewity. 
From our experience with a statewide testing program, we have learned just how valuable 
information gleaned from a systematic assessment program is to an effective and efficient school 
improvement process. 

' . 

. _ _s.incerely, 

,_ -, cil Underwood 

Governor of West Virginia 
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Richard W. Riley 
Secretary of Education 
United States Depanment of Educarion 
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 
Room 4181 
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: 

(617) 727·3600 

/ 

May 21, 1997 

The Commonwealth is pleased to participate in the new national assessment of student achievement in 
reading at grade 4 and mathematics at grade 8, scheduled to begin in 1999. We look forward to this 
federal effort to raise achievement by setting high standards for what students should know in the 
critical areas of numeracy and literacy. 

Our experience in Massachusetts has shown that it is crucial for the stare to lead the effort to set 
rigorous academic standards for all students, and we are in the process of implementing the higher 
a~demic standards which are part of the Massachusetts Education Reform Act,of 19,93. This far-

. reaching legislation has helped increase expectations of snident perfonnance among educators and 
'parents, and the measure of our success will be in our new state-wide assessment program for fourth, 
eighth, and tenth grade students, scheduled to begin in full in the spring of 1998. 

In recent years, Massachusetts has been an active partner in many of the federal government's 
education initiatives. The GOALS 2000 legislation and the School-to-Work program have benefited 
many of the Commonwealth's schools. Federal suppon for Massachusetts charter schools is another 
important instance where federal-state partnership has helped improve public education. This new 
assessment initiative will provide important information about srudent achievement, and will further 
enhance the Commonwealth's efforts to improve our schools. Commissioner of Education Roben 
Antonucci stands ready to work with you and your staff to implement these measures. 

Again, we are pleased co join with the Clinton Adniinistration in supponing this new assessment 
program to raise the level of student learning, throughout the Commonwealth and across the nation. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Weld 


