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Company: 
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Executive 
Pres\dent 

(202) -6021 

Note: For your information & help Pages (incl. cover): 3 

Dear r. Gibbons, 

Attac~d please find a copy of the letter we have sent to President Clinton for your 
inf or 3.t:i.On and help with confirming iln invitntion do.tc . ./\loo attached is the letter the 
Presid nt sent to the Competition participants at the National Championship this year. 

Thank you for any assistance you can provide. We look fonvard to hearing from you 
very s on. 

· 1 

I l/ i .)r"\ y \,,V- °h d\ S°"\\) L_~ \ \ ~ 

~ !\ Dia Stolnitz 
0 I - c...,./ ,, (Yr' ' Project Director, •' 1' · t" .. . ' . FIRST PLACE 

1 ~sf-{~ v/J1~ 

With respect, 

.. 
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President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

De3r Mr.. President 

IU 

June 5. 1997 

It was with great honor that we read your letter to the 1997 FIRST 
Robotic Competiuon participants at Epcot in April. At this year's National 
Championship, FIRST (For: Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology) brought together an unprecedented 7,000 participants made up 
of high school students from around the country along with teachers, 
families, professional engineers, and many leaders of industry concerned 
with the future of this country's work force. The crowd cheered to receive 
your praise and recognition. Then they went on to scream and cheer for the 
robots created by the engin~rs and their student partners in the la.rgesl 
cooperative science and technology event to involve industry, education, 
and the public. It was the tlurd year Disney :;puusurcu our finals, and it has 
now become the largest non.Disney event ever hosted in their park. 

~ Now we wuukl like to ~k you to extend an in,vit,atipn to the 1997 
Competition award winners to come and be honored in a White House 
l:eremony~ In 1993 you honored the winning tea'rns in a Rose Garden 
ceremony. Last year Vice President Al Gore welcomed the winning teams 
and operated the two winning robots. This year, a record 155 teams 
competed, representing major technology companies from throughout the 
United States. The award recipients of the 1997 Competition include- the 
National Champions: Beatty Machine and Manufacturing & Hammond 
Schools, Hammond, JN; Chairman's Award: Delphi Interior and Lighting 
(a division of General Motors) & Pontiac Central. HS, Troy, Ml; and 
Founder's Award: Chrysler Corporation and Francois Castaing. 

In welcomin~ the 1993 winners to the Rose Garden, you told them 
that you did so " ... with great enthusiasm because this effort combines three 
principles in which I deeply believe: it demonstrates the power of 
partnerships between schools and corporations, it illustrates the 
effectiveness of empowering our students with modem skills. and it 
represents the need that we all have in this country to retool our work force 
and to rebuild our companies to develop the kinds of skills and the products 
we need to compete in the global economy." . 

Consistent with your vision on education. technolo2y. and 
partnerships as presented in your State Of The Union message. and 
reiterated in your letter addressed to our participants at Disney. we hope 
very much that you will honor our winning teams whose work and 
dedication are " ... a wonderful example of how creative partneN;hips 
between schools and corporations can help America's srudents excel in 
science and technology." FIRST is grateful for your continued support, 
and we look forward to your invitation to welcome our 1997 Competition 
winners. 

With great respect, 

~~~---
DeanKamen 
FIRST Founder 

FOR INSPIRATION AND RECOGNmON OF Scl.&NCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

nRST • 2W l::ledl rd Street• Manchester. NH 03101 • (800) 871-8326 •FAX {6031 666-3907 • http://www.usfirst.org: 



JUN-23-1997 15:02 FROM U.S. FIRST TO 

THE WRITE HOUSS 

WASHINOTON 

April 11, 1997 

ng:ratulations to ~11 of th~ participants in the 
l~~7 !RST Robot.ic Competition. You cein be proud of your 
aeeo ishments in this year's engineering ehallenge. 

our nation is to remsin a l~ader in the global 
• w& muse empower our young peop1e wit:.h the Jcnowledge 
ources to succeed in the jobs of ~he future. Thie annual 

compet tion is a ~onderf ul exam.pl~ of how cz:-eative p~~tn~rsh1ps 
betwee schools and corporationa can help Arneriea.' s students 
exo~l 'n ocience and tcchnclogy. ' 

I llJI\ p~oud of the etua¢nts p~::ti~ipating in the FIRST 
Corupet'tion for using th~ir energ:f and craativity to imasine 
a brig tA~ future for them~elvaG and our nation. I th:\nk the 
famili s, teachers, engineers, and ccrporat~ l~~ders wboae hard 
work d dedication ~o exc~llence have inspirad the£a to~m: to 
discov r tnat science can be fun, ~ecaasible, and the key to 

1 and professional fulfillment. 

st wighea for a memorable colUl)etition. You are all 
ns! 

TOTAi_ P . l:-1°) 



II 
Accept 

TO: 

REQUESTED BY: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

June 7, 1996 

SCHEDULING PROPOSAL 

__ Regret __ Pending 

Stephanie Streett and Anne Walley 
Deputy Assistants to the President arid Directors of Scheduling 

Jack Gibbons 
Assistant to the President for Science and Technology 

f 

Photo op with the winning teams of the 1996 U.S. FIRST competition. 

To recognize the students' engineering achievements and a model 
industry-education partnership that is inspiring young Americans to 
pursue careers in science and technology. 

U.S. FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology) was founded in 1991 to provide a new and exciting way 
to capture and maintain kids' interest in science and technology. U.S. 
FIRST teams high school students with experienced industry and 
academic engineers. The teams are provided with materials to build a 
robot they must design to accomplish a specific task in the 
competition. The teams have six weeks to complete their robots. The 
remote-controlled robots compete against each other in a competitive 
game. 

U.S. FIRST was founded by Dean Kamen, a Massachusetts inventor 
and entrepreneur. Paul Allaire, CEO of XEROX, has been and 
continues to be deeply involved in U.S. FIRST. The 1996 competition 
was held at Epcot Center, Walt Disney's World on April 19-20, and 
sponsored by Procter & Gamble, Honeywell, and Motorola. Teams 
are sponsored by companies that include XEROX, Baxter Healthcare 
Corporation, Boeing, Chrysler, Lockheed Martin, Johnson & Johnson, 
MIT, and McDonnell Douglas. This year's champion was the team 
from Rochester, New York composed of Harris Corporation and 
Rochester Institute of Technology engineers and students from Edison 
Technical School. The Chairman's Award was presented to the team 



PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE & TIME: 

. \ ' 

. \If ( DURATION: 
" "/!./ j 
~)·,. / ... I 

, . JI' 
.. j I LOCATION: 
i)'! l ! f I . 

\ //:' 
REMARKS: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

SEQUENCE 
OF EVENTS: 

of Procter & Gamble engineers and Walnut Hills High School students 
from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

CBS Evening News did a story on the 1996 ll.S. FIRST competition as 
an "Eye on America" piece on April 26, 1996. ESPN plans to run a 
piece on the competition as a "sporting event" during the first week of 
its fall schedule in September on both ESPN channels. 

The President addressed the 1993 U.S. FIRST winners in the Rose 
Garden on May 27, 1993. U.S. FIRST teams have not been received 
at the White House since 1993. 

Any day in June or July; any time . 

15 minutes 

TBD. This event could take place in the East Room, Roosevelt Room, 
Rose Garden, South Lawn, or OEOB. 

Brief remarks. Background information and assistance will be 
provided by OSTP to the President's speechwriters. 

The President 
The Vice President (optional) 
Jack Gibbons 
Dean Kamen, Founder of U.S. FIRST 
Paul Allaire, U.S. FIRST Chair and CEO of XEROX 
John Pepper, Chairman and CEO of Procter & Gamble 
Gordon Brunner, Senior Vice President of Procter & Gamble 
John Hartley, Chairman and CEO of Harris Corporation 
The team of Harris Corporation/Rochester Institute of Technology & 

Edison Technical School (Rochester, NY) - Competition Champion 
The team of Procter & Gamble & Walnut Hills High School 

(Cincinnati, OH) - Chairman's Award 

The President will arrive at the site. 
The President will proceed to the podium and give brief remarks. 
The President will join the teams for a group photo. 
The President will depart the site. 



PRESS 
PARTICIPATION: 

STAFF CONTACT: 

ADDITIONAL 
PERTINENT 
INFORMATION: 

POSSIBLE OPTION: 
The President meets in the Oval Office with CEO's. 

Open press, no questions. 

Tim Newell, 6-6020. 

Paul Allaire has contacted the President's office requesting the 
President host an event on the South Lawn. The Chairmen and CEOs 
of Harris Corporation and Procter & Gamble have sent letters to the 
President requesting an event. The letters are attached for your 
information. 

The two teams will bring their robots to the White House complex to 
provide a demonstration of their capabilities. 
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U.S. FIRST 
(FIRST: For Inspiration and Recognition or Science and Technology) 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
Tll\1E: 

I. PURPOSE 

July 19, 1996 
Indian Treaty Room, OEOB 
11:20 a.m. 

The Vice President will congratulate the two winning teams of the 1996 U.S. FIRST 
national competition. 

II. BACKGROUND 

• U.S. FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) was founded in 
1991 to provide a new and exciting way to capture and maintain kids' interest in science 
and technology. 

• U.S. FIRST teams high school students with experienced industry and academic 
engineers. The teams are provided with materials to build a robot they must design to 
accomplish a specific task in the competition. The teams have six weeks to complete 
their robots. The remote-controlled robots compete against each other in a competitive 
game. More than ninety teams and industrial sponsors were engaged. 

• U.S. FIRST was founded by Dean Kamen, a New Hampshire inventor and entrepreneur. 
Paul Allaire, CEO of XEROX, has been and continues to be deeply involved in U.S. 
FIRST as Chairman. 

• The 1996 competition was held at Epcot Center, Walt Disney's World on April 19-20, 
and sponsored by Procter & Gamble, Honeywell, and Motorola. 

• Teams are sponsored by companies that include XEROX, Baxter Healthcare Corporation, 
Boeing, Chrysler, Lockheed Martin, Johnson & Johnson, and McDonnell Douglas. 

• This year's champion was the team from Rochester, New York composed of Harris 
Corporation and Rochester Institute of Technology engineers and students from Edison 
Technical School. The Chairman's A ward was presented to the team of Procter & 
Gamble engineers and Walnut Hills High School students from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

• CBS Evening News did a nice story on the 1996 U.S. FIRST competition as an "Eye on 
America" piece on April 26, 1996. ESPN plans to run a piece on the competition as a 
"sporting event" during the first week or its fall schedule in September on both ESPN 
channels. 



Ill. PARTICJJ>ANTS 

The Vice President 
John H. Gibbons, Assistant to the President for Science and Technology 
Ernest J. Moniz, Associate Director for Science, OSTP 
Lionel S. Johns, Associate Director for Technology, OSTP 
Mary Good, Under Secretary of Commerce (invited) 
Martha Krebs, Director, Office of Energy Research, DOE (invited) 
Dean Kamen, Founder, U.S. FIRST and President, DEKA Research & Development 
James Camden, Vice President, The Procter & Gamble Company 
George Vernon, Director, Corporate Packaging, The Procter & Gamble Company 
Bruce Fennie, Vice President and General Manager, Harris RF Communications 
William Kent, Vice President, Harris RF Communications 
1996 National Championship team: Harris Corporation/Rochester Institut.e of Technology 

and Edison Technical High School, Rochester, NY 
1996 Chairman's Award team: The Procter & Gamble Company/Walnut Hills High 

School, Cincinnati, OH 

N. PRESS PLAN 

Open Press. Photographers will accompany each of the teams. Anticipate local coverage 
in Cincinnati, OH and Rochester, NY. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

11:00 a.m. 
ll:lOa.m. 
11 :50 a.m. 

11 :55 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

VI. REMARKS 

Jack Gibbons welcomes the teams 
Jack Gibbons and Ernie Moniz answer questions from the teams. 
The Vice President arrives; proceeds to the podium. 
Jack Gibbons will introduce the Vice President who will give brief 
remarks and take a photo with each team. 
The Vice President operates one of the robots. 
The Vice President departs 

Talking points to be provided by OSTP staff. Attached. 

VII. STAFF CONTACT 

Lisa Duffey, 456-6138 



Rcmarl\S for the Vice President 

U.S. FIRST event 
Indian Treaty Room 

July 19, 1996 

• I'm really pleased to be here with these two U.S. FIRST teams that have emerged from 
the competition with more than 90 others. I'm especially pleased to be with the students 
from Edison Technical School in Rochester, NY and from Walnut Hills High School in 
Cincinnati, OH. 

• Tonight, the President will help open another competition, somewhat larger, called the 
Olympics, which will provide so many Americans ~ith the thrill of seeing our young people 
compete athletically with their peers from around the world·. Of course, the Olympics trace 
their history back over two millennia, when the Greeks staged competitions (often brutal 
ones) with games inspired by combat activities, very useful skills of that day and age. 

• Today, we' re on the threshold of a new millennium, with quite a different skill set 
required for your success. Your generation will need a much higher level of math, science, 
and technology skills together with a good deal of ingenuity and American know-how. 

• That's what U.S. FIRST inspires. The combat between your "robo-gladiators" must be 
very exciting - I'm looking forward to getting a taste of it myself - but it's really the 
planning, the engineering, the teamwork that went into your effort that counts. It makes all 
97 teams winners. And you are the medalists in these games, for which I offer you all the . . 

congratulations you have earned. 

• Scientists and engineers, alongside athletes and entertainers and others, must become role 
models and even heroes in the technology age. And it's great to see these teams composed 
not only of students but also of engineers, teachers, and executives all willing to pitch in. 

• President Clinton has stressed the need for partnerships and corporate responsibility. 
U.S. FIRST is an outstanding example of what partnerships between schools a.nd the business 
world can do to help empower our students with the modern skills they will need in the 
global economy. 

• We truly thank Dean Kamen, the founder of U.S. FIRST, and all the corporate executives 
who have given so much to our youth by bringing U.S. FIRST to almost one hundred high 
schools. I'm told you have a goal of 2000 schools in the year 2000. I admire your 
commitment and wish you success. 

• This would be a tremendous societal contribution towards raising the level of awareness 
among our youth about the importance of science and technology and teamwork for their 
lives and, more importantly, about the fun they can have doing it. 

• In fact, I'm sure all the professionals working with the teams must themselves have a 
great time and share the excitement of teamwork with bright young people. And speaking of 
fun, I need some coaching in driving one of these robots. 



Kids team up w meet a challenge: Devise a robot cliat can carry a ball, score goals, block slwts-and win! 

They're Competing ith Their Minds 
-And loving It 

rhc nacional champion­
slu r. and Chri SI y Schneid­
c r was rumped up. '"In 
our l:l'I seeding round. we 
scored I 35 roincs ... said 
che senior from Aiken 
!~igh School in Cincin­
naci. ··r--;o one\ been able 
to heat tha1 so far. Ncxl 
time nut. we.re- !.!Pint tu 
dn C\'Cll helter.·· .. .... 

I h1,~l..t..·d :1rou11d till· holdi111~ :ire.a ;md 
_<•\• r11c1nbcr' nf J? 01lir1 hi!_~il '\chool 
h',1111, 111 1111 .11uu11d 1lw C!lllfllr). ;ill uf 

llL'lll !h\'i . ."lil:d llj) ;111d 1c;1d_,. 10 pl;1~ 

F1\11:1 ll1l' \!:Jl}(j._ t':llllC till' 111:11 of h;1p· 

j 1 ~ !:1:1, \\ ht·r1c\ 1~r 1hc11 ll';1111 -.n1rcd-­
.111.~ :~1.- :.:111.111-. '"·,1i...:q1 1\(11111111t·n1 \\·lien 

.l •.·••••• ;'l,1\ \\;,, l•l,1,l.t·,! 11\\,1·-1\11111· 

prescigious nacional sports event. 
You"ve prohabl~· never heard of U.S. 

f-irst. Thac"s okay: neither had mos! of 
the hundreds of passersbv al Wale 
Disney World's Epcoc Center in Florida. 
Many wandered by lhc scagc where the 
evem was caking place and lingered 10 
marvel a! !he ccchnological wizardry 
on display. TI1ey wacclled as nlJchines. 
under rc11101c-co11uu/ order~. ban led for 
dominance 111 a gan1e tJ1;_11 was pJ..rt h:.J\· 
kcthall. part f1Kllh:tll. p"'1 king-of-t/1e­
hill ll1c learn v.:ho-..::: robot mancu\'crcd 
ii\ hall l~1wcc-n 1hc go<tlpos1..: the mosi 
t1111c..: i111wo 111i1HJfC\ W(luld win. Loud 
cheer:-; accor11panicd r,·cn· \~0;11. 

The fif1l1 ;11111u;d Rob;llic C0rnpc-
1i1io11. held J.1q .-\prd I c-.crnplificcl 
wll.11 ;..11111t· ,.,,iu1i.1111·, l11111c "ill Ill· 

(lt11 11;111011, 1111111( Y111111~· pc11;1lc 11( 

"We acr as if kids think Iha! flexing 
their biceps is inherencly more inter­
esting than flexing their minds," said 
Dean Kamen. "I don't believe that. Just 
look a! the joy any Iinle kid takes in 
discovering new things, and you' II re­
alize it's no! !rue." In 1989 Kamen 
founded U.S. First, a national nonprof­
it organization, 10 motivate America's 
youth to learn science and math. Its hall­
martc program, the U.S. FITTt Robotic 
Competition, 1ests the abilicy of kids to 
solve diffiatlt engineering problems and 
pies their ideas against those of other 
srudents from around the counuy. 

Kamen, 44, knows Iha! everything 
he has accomplished in his own life 
came from his knowledge. and love. of 
cechnology-and he wants 10 commu­
nicace thar exci!ement 10 young people. 
As a s1uden1, Kamen inven!cd a suc­
cessful insulin pilmp for diabetics. He 

"\,\'.le aC[ as if kids think 
thac flexing their biceps 
1 s 1nore 111 rerc rn ng 
tlwn Jicxi11g their minds. 

I d(ln "r /d1,·w· rhnr. 

has gone on lo invem devices in a vari­
ety of olher fields and co build up his own 
manufacturing company. 

"h's no! true !hac kids arcn 't inter­
es!ed in technology," he told me. "lbey 
all have portable CD-players and Nin" 
!Cndos. They arc the biggest technolo­
gy consumers in the world. But they 
don't recognize that somebody bad to 
invent those things. Any kid can give 
you the name of a famous fOOlball play­
er or basketball player. Not one of them 
could tell you the name of !he scien­
tists who inven!ed the Walbnan or the 
compact disc or !he air-filled sneaker."· 

Each year, Kamen and his volunteer 
advisers-led by the MIT engineering 
design professor Woodie Rowers--de­
vise a game tha! will !es! the skills and 
imagination of high school students. 
nus year. lhe compcticion was called 
Ramp 'N' Roll. Each ream, aided by 

facuhy advisers and 
volunteer engineen; 
from privace compa­
nies. devised a robo! 
1ha1 could pick up a 
vinyl ball, negotia!C a 
sreep ramp 10 a goal­
posr and pass !he ball 
rhrough rhe goal. 
Machines also had 10 
be designed for de­
fense-lo block shots. 
No robot could exceed 
70 pounds. and each 
could be made only 
from parts in a ki! pro­
vided bv U.S. First. 

"Our '·chicle was di~qualified be­
cau'e we had an illegal pan-we used 
a .\UC!icin cup 10 pick up the ball."" said 
Tom Karafonda. a junior ar the Joseph 
C. Wihon School in Rochesrcr. N .Y. 
'·In a period of five day\. we had !O 

build a hra11d-11ew vehicle ... Wich !lie 
:11d nf rri~i11ecr~ from Xcro.'<. il~ cor­
piH ;11(' 'l~1'111,1lf. ;111d mo:in:· sk:cplcs~ 
111~·111, 1h;.: \Vd,0111c;J1n 111;1dc it under 

~l 1 i'·. 1 li.•" i 1t1 tlii...: I 111.il hn11. l•ui die ,.:11"11111.., li:i.-:·k~1tl\lll•.I'- \1.ork111:: t11~:t:llil'I tlw l\llt' :111.l 11110 Ill~ (1r1;1h. 

lllti.-. \ '. 1 l-ir,1 l\t•~ 1 •1!H."Ct1111pc111i,111 111di.:,1r111lil·\c1..:l 11111 j 11 ~ 1 l·,(111 1J 1 rril'.l..I ·--[·)i.\.'\.~,.\t:· l·,w.'-!~:,.l_!.:--: h:;.,-.. :1 ,\ll-111·~h1t·r,wcrcc<11lllllOllpl:1cca~ 
:1:1: 11 \·.1111 .111111·.·1·1111111,1.1,111 Pl :1 (:l·1 11111 ,. 1,·.1111, rr1 .. 1r11 .1111111Hl 1hc c111111try r;iccc.1 
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lo pcrfc.:ci !heir entries in time for the 
fi n:1 k "l didn't get a lot of sleep." ad­
mitted IZichanl Slagle of the Raychem 
Coq>o(·atiou, which sponsored the 
Wrxxlsidc High School te<un fmm Cali­
fornia. "I'd be at the school until 11 or 
12 most 11ighL\, and all day on Satur­
days, Sundays and holidays." Slagle 
and his colleagues not only helped 
Woodside build an awesome scoring 
machine but also inspired students sim­
ply by their presence. 

"l always wantcc! t.o see what cngi-

"The 1ul10lc idea is to 

get young /xoj>le 

excited about science. 

The comf>etition is dle 

zczng on the cal<.e. " 
-JEFF V.l\N HORN, ADVISER 

TO 1995 WINNING TEAM 

V"tctory photo: The Woodside 1-igh team and its advisers from Raychem Corporation. 

ncering was all about," Cesar Valencia, 
a junior at Woodside, told me. "This 
has been a great experience. Now I 
know what engineering is, and I want 
to be a mechanical or electrical engi­
neer." 

The U.S. First Robotic Competition 
gives young people a chance to engage 
their imaginations and emotions as 
much as any team sport. ll1e teams 
ranged in siz.c from 12 to I 00 studcnL<; 
and advisers. including designers and 
tinkcn.:rs. electronics experts and video 
crews who documented the experience. 

"We have kids who arc going to 
MIT next year and kids who have been 
bordcrlmc students," said Rick Hen­
dricks. a teacher al the Wilson School. 
"Thnc's something for every one of 
thc111 to do in this project. and [{ ckvcl­
ops an incredible level of enthusiasm." 

The thin~ that i111pres<>ed me 111nst 
;1hrn11 lJ.S. First was tli:11 11 nfkrt'.d 
fCCO!'.nit((Jll Of the talc11t---JIDI ihc h:((;k. 
~round or social st;Jt(JS - of the C<)(I · 

tcsL1(1(\ !{ic:li s11hudi:111 ::1:lionh v1ctl 

w111i 1111hl(I· ::c:li1\iil·; f ['11:11 1li1: 111((1.' r 

ClllC'· (l!l ;111 cq1i;1] f~1(1!111~·. \111d:·.111·, 

themselves as equals and saw that they 
could dream. "The first day I heard 
about it, I knew that this was some­
thing l wanted to do," said Laura Renee 
Johnson from Detroit's Cass Technical 
High. "Now I've decided lo enter.' a 
field like biomechanical engineering." 

At the end of the three-day tourna­
ment, Woodside High won the first­
placc trophy. The Wilson School team 
won for best sportsmanship, and 
Christy Schneider's group from Aiken 
High School High won the Team Spirit 
award. Most of the teams went home 
without av•ards, but they didn't leave 
unhappy. 

"All the kids here tcxiay arc winners," 
said Jcfl \/;u1 Hom, who was a Raychem 
adviser to the Woodside team. "The 
whole idea is to get young people ex­
cited alxiut science. ·nic competition is 
.1ust the icing 011 the c1ke." I[ 

:\111 l11g/1 .1clwol 1.1 cligi/1/e ro cnrcr 
1101 .1·1·ur '.1 US. F1rsr Rnhoric Co111-
111·1i11011. il'n:11·1uJ111111 is due /Jy Dec 
I. r 111· 1!1111·1· 111/i1n11t11i1111. I\ fire: /IS. 
r 11·11 / J,.;n. 1· .iHJ <~1111?1111·1n11! s1.. 

. , '·.·If 1) .'.'(If 



l)1.-l'::;i_dent Clinton's \-Jhitc House i{osc c;.1rden l~ema1~ks, May 28, 1993 

Today, it is my pleasure 10 welcome the winners of the U.S. FIRST Competition to 
the White /-/011se with great enthusiasm because Lhis effort combines three principles in 
which I deeply believe: it demonstrates the power of partnerships between schools and 
co1porations, it illustrates the effectiveness of empowering 011r st1tdents with modern skills, 
r11:d it represents the need that we all have in this country to retool our workforce and to 
reb11ild our companies to develop the kinds of skills and the products we need to compete · 
in the glc!Jal economy. The goal of U.S. FIRST is to change the way America's children 
think about science and technology by creating and honoring heroes and role models, by 
engaging young peoples' imaginations and by demonstrating what they can achieve. One of 
its key programs is the annual competition these teams won, presenting science as a made­
for-television sporting event complete with banners, boosters, television cameras, cheering 
squads and a play-by-play announcer. 

U.S. FIRST is a four-year-old national 11011-profit organization aimed at exciting the 
next generation about science and technology using all the nwdern techniques of mass­
marketing and media. Its central focus is not education per se but motivation; to make our 
young people see, feel, and respond to the challenges of science and its mysteries. It aims 
to make students want to learn math and science. Our children have the energy and the 
ability to be the best in the world The challenge we face is how to best harness that ability 
and that energy. 

This contest is a terrific idea. Held in a Nashua, NH gymnasium, "Rug Rage" pitted 
25 teams from around the country against one another. Each team consisted of a high 
school class matched with a company or university. Engineers from the company and the 
young people from the class had six weeks to work together to design and build a remotely 
controlled robot vehicle to compete in the "Rage." Both design and operation involve 
strategy as well as engineering know-how. 

Today we honor two winning teams. 171e Chairman's Award is given annually to 
that team showing the best and most creative partnering between its sponsoring organization 
and adopted school. This year's winner is the AT & T Bell Labs/Science High School team_ 
--(llpplause)--The National Champion is that team amassing the highest point total over 
two days of competition. This year's winner is the £-Systems/Dallas Christian High 
School team.--{Applause)--I'mproud of these teams, their teachers, and advisors. All of 
you hove set a real example for other students around our nation, and for teache~s and 
co1111H111ies as well. With your help we can insure that eve1y American student will be a 
winner in math and science education. 

/Jut f'm equally proud to be here today with leaders from the private sector and 
from our national government who believe so deeply in education technology and 
partnerships. I want to recognize in partirnlar the founder and guiding spirit of U.S. 
F!H.ST- Deon Kamen An inventor and entrepe11e11rfro111 Manchester, NH whom I met a 
good while ago and whose energy is still the most inexhaustible resource! think I have 
ever seen in the U.S.A.--(Applause)--1 also want to sulu1e several corporations whose 
direc!ors and executives have been heavily involved in U.S. FIRST including Baxter 
fntcnwtional, Boeing, Honeywell, Motorola, New England TelejJhone, Proctor & Gamble, 
and Xerox ... f'd like to recognize them and extend our opprcciation to them.--(Applause)--

I \\!Ont to mention members of the No1ional Advisory !Joo rd including Dr. Roland 
Scl1111i 11. the President of Rensellaer Polytechnic, Kent l-!11ghes fo1111c r President of the 
Council 011 Cmnpetitiveness and soon to l;e 011111)' tea111 rH the Co111111erce department and 
Or. /.!.olxu /Jatscha, President of of the M11sc11111. of Television ond Radio. 1 o!so want w 
11:c/r:o1111: 111y good friend Dick Celeste rhc Jnrn1cr Covcmor of ()Jiio 1vlw 1101v choirs the 



Gover111e11t/U11ivcrsityllndu.wy Round Table. Finally I want to pay a speciol tribute to 1ny 
Assistant/or Science and Technology onrf the nation's science advisor, Jack Givens, and 
Frank Press the president of the National Academy for the Sciences who are here today. 
Their presence shows the high esteem in which the United States' scientific, engineering, 
and technological communities hold the US. FIRST Competition. --(Applause)--We also 
have some members of congress here today: Bob Menendez, Dick Swett, Ralph Hall, and 
Bill Zeliff. 

Most of you hww rliat I believe technology is te; ribly important to this countTy. 
We annowzced a United States technology initiative in February so that we would have the 
full length of our term to implement an aggresive effort to bu:ld partnerships for 
technology, new jobs, and new opportunities for Americans. Like the goals of U.S. 
FIRST, our efforts in the long term are crucial to the success of the U.S. private sector and 
the wlwle quest we have to create a "highway "to a high growth commwzity in this counay. 

Today, I hope what you have done will inspire-other s~hools and other businesses 
and I hope it will be another step along the way to a remarkable new partnership between 
the.American people and their government, to create the kind of high technology future 
without which none of these young people can live up to their God-given abilitites. We 
owe you that, and I'm going to do my best to see that we give it to you. 

--President Clinton 
Remarks in the 
White House Rose Garden 
May 28,1993 
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PARTNERSHIPS TO IMPROVE MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE EDUCATION 

The Next lteration 
6125197 ~v'~\uL~ 

'..,r\ 
~ 

A. Overview: Think Big 

To encourage public engagement with mathematics and mathematics education ill 
reqmre tie prescnta 1on o some cornpc mg cxamp cs. i. 1. rce 
complementary strategics for re-envisioning K-12 education in mathematics: the 
deduc:tive approach reflects what such an education should look like from abstract 
principles such a.s the NCTM Standards; a behaviorist approach is to announce the 
development of u national mathematics test; and finally, an inductive approach relies on 
hands-on engagement with compelling examples. 

All three approaches have their place. The federal role in each is limited but critical, as 
is often the case in education. For example, the govenum:nt can: represe.nt but not 
impose a national perspective; c.onfor but nut mandate prestige, attention, and motivation; 
and target bul not always control strategic funding. Partnerships between federal 
agencies and other organizations can accomplish much more. 

With respect to the inductive approach in pai1icular, such a partnership might issue 
"Think Big" Challenges. Many of the same practical considerations come into play when 
educating the puhlic in this wo.y ns when plunning any kind of educational activity. 
Successful pedagogy in the classroom or in the national arena requires attention to ( 1) ( ( 
materials development, (2) effective presentation, (3) active feedback, and (4) systemic 
coordination. 

B. Planning and Practical Considerations 

1. Materials Development 

There is no shmtage of great mathematical exercises that could potcnlially engage the 
public in Thinking llig. Sources range from NASA's "Mission Mathematics" to the 
NCTM Standards and from the books of Marlin Gardner lo the Third International 
Mathematics and Science Study. lbe challenge is to select and package them 
appropriately. One mechanism would be to establish an CQitorial board within ::i 

nonprofit organization. Companies, ugencies, and colleg~s that join this organization as 
sponsors would suggest particular exercises and rationales for the editors to consider 
publicizing through this program. but under their own munes. 
~ 

partner2 I 
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Ideally. a fourth grader should be able to understand each. and make some progrl.!SS on the 
easiest cases. The target level would be eighth grade, however. Each exercise should 
have the potential to expand into much-lllifcfei""Challenges as well. Reasoning, statist!cs, 
Rrobability, algebra, and geometry would be more appropriate subjects than routine 
arithmetic calculations or story problems. The challenges need not be "real world" ones 
as long as it is p_2.ssible to communicate explicitly why each is impq1tant, especially by 
supplying sin~ilar examples and extensions. 

2. Effective Presentation 

Exercises would appear regularly, say every week or two, with the same recognizable 
~ill many <li ff crcnl places. Albert Shanker' s cofomns arc an example of such a 
strategy. Each of these would be introduced by a Qifferent celeb® or important_fig_urc 
y.rho would explain why they and the organizations they represent find the exercise that 
follows es_pecially int.crc.sting.odIDJ2Q.rtunt. Along with this would be information on 
ho.w_!Q_find hints, help, and related materials both in person locally and also on-line. 
Possible print outlets might include CJ,"i"'A roday ~d.f>arade M_Egpzine, among others. 
~=-.:::.--'="'l:.r-....~~-.....~uld also be available. The Ad Council has been quite helpful 

3. Active feedback 

Every student should be able to find an individual or group to work on these and related 
exercises with. It might be a teacher, a volunteer from local industry, or a telementor. 
~hes and teums ~with the nonprofit coordinating organization would be 
l~u~i.J.e-W cb, and other readil¥ accessible sources. They would 
enter into a contract witlLthc. coordinating-nonprofit tu receive support, trai11ing,~nd 
:umJgials i~xchange_fodollowing_rec.omrnended guidelines and standards for this work. 
As with READ•WRITE•NOW, such efforts wuuhl <lo well tu focus during the summer, ---, ,. 
al le;:ast initially. Student solutions could be systematically passed around among teachers 
and ex~nplary ones publicized. - - - - -.- ·- --

4. Systemic Coordination 

The exercises presented to the public should not just be random good ones, hut rathe.r 
suggest, as a whole, a vision of high'."q:uality mi.d_dle school mathematics. Most important 
w(;uld be for these problems to serve as s~n.<1Jmmaration for the v~untary Natiopal 7 \ ~(,.J 
Mathematics Test under devc]1)pmc.ct. They should also be ~d to~M "D-ow-~ ' 
Standards and, wherever_pos~ath~rna~rks. lhe explicit -------involvement or employers, professional societies, and Federal ag~ncies in the nonprofit 
coordinating organization should also help. 

partner2 
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C. Next Ste::ps 

l. Vetting 

This part of a plan seems consistent with the principles for improving mathematics 
education that have come up so far in discussions with parties ranging from the 
Conference Board in the Mathematical Sciences (CBMS) to the National Council of 
Teachers of Muthernalics (NCTM) and from the American Association for the 
Advam;ement of Science (AAAS) to the National Alliance of State Science and 
Mathematics Coalitions (NASSMC). Notes from these rather open-ended conversations 
are attached. Specific reactions and suggestions concerning this plan li.>r pn:.s~nling 
mat~s to the public are needed now. 

2. Organization 

67028:# 4/ 7 

The value of nonprofit, third-party coordinating organizations in education refonn has 
come up many times .. Js that the appropriate structure here? Could an existing one, such 
as NASSMC., lake on this task? Docs it make sense to think in terms or sponsoring 
members that are Federal agencies, corporations, universities, etc.? What kind of contract 
should they enter into to become members? For exampk, in addition to paying the 
development and advertising costs for an exercise to be published in their name, perhaps 
inslilutional members should also supply dues, coaches, and other forms of support. 
What ahout the structure of coach and team agreements? 
~ 

3. Participants 

Assuming that an organizational structure like the one sketched above makes sense, a fow 
high profile participants must sign up initially in each <Jf the di fferenl categories: ~ 
.fil2._0nsors, publishers, ~s. MSEB would be a good source for editors. 
NASA, NSA, CBMS, AMS, IEEE, Microsoft, lntd, or any of the 240 high-tech 
curpuratiuns already pledged to national standards seem like natural ~ponsors. Some of 
these might have celebrity spokespeople of their own, or more could be contacted. USA 
Tuday and Parade .Magazine are prospective media outlets, hut the Ad Council would 
have more suggestions. There are many state and local organizations already working 
with students, many of whom might be happy to juin up and register as coaches for this 
project. 

4. Other Initiatives 

This project concerns the public understanding of high-quality mathematics. There are at 
least three other aspects of improving mathematics education that also deserve irnme<liale 
attention: s'!?ring classroom "best practices" among experienced teachers as is done in ) 
other coun~ric~; recruiting rno~e of our best students _to ~o into teachi~g as other countries 
do by mak.mg tt a more attractive and respected prufess10n; and leammg more about 
mathematics education through continuing cooperative research with other countries. 

purrncrl 3 
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Further Refle.ctions on Partnerships 
(6118/97 meeting and related phone conversations) 
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· l . Goals of partnerships I heard at yesterday's meeting: 

a. preparing for the national 8th grade mathematics test 
b. changing the national climate for aspiring to high standards (i.e., why math is 

imporlanl) 
c. helping organizations work smarter: "nudging" them loward dfocliveness 
d. c.:rt:aliug ucw organizations that facilitate teacher/student performance and mobilize 

communities to improve what schools do. 

All of these goals require the production of materials. some "technically" oriented and available 
to specialists such as math teachers, others more popular and geared to audiences reached 
through the mass media (esp. newspapers and TV). (ln response to the demand for "where's the 
math?" nanny will take the lead in describing appropriate math problems for kids grades S-8. 
The rest of this document addresses issues of dissemination and support,, which a partnership 
might assist.) 

2. Partnerships can help achieve any of the four goals. 

The local school district can be the most omnipresent partner, though some activities would not 
involve the formal system -- at least nol initially. Each goal would require the participation of 
different organizations. The key categories are: Federal agencies, professional societies, higher 
education organizations, private foundations, State math and science coalitions, media 
organizations, and business/industry. Note that the State muth and science coalition is the 
prim:ipaJ body, in the form of a preexisting 50l(c)3 organization, that acts as a clcarninghousc/ 
liasion/third-party honest broker. (ln a research conlexl, NAS plays this rnk; there is nothing 
comparable for "action" or implementation of reform with a "national'' reputation and record of 
performance. That is probably good, given our sensibility about local control, local choice, and 
one :size not fitting all. 

3. Lessons from the National Alliance of State Science and Mathematics Coalitions 
(NASSMC): Call to Joan Donahue 6/ 18 

a. NASSMC was created by NRC/MSEB in 1989; it bt:came independent in April 1995 
as a (mostly volunteer) membership 50·1 (c)3 organization with intellectual roots in 
mathematics re.search and employment 

h. its chief partners are NASA and NSA (Fed), Exxon Ed Found, Ed Commission of the 
States, and NASA contractors (e.g., TRW) 

c. Donahue 'md Ken Hoffman have been involved in the systemic.: reform movement 
li·om its hcginnings, with some state coalilions becoming N8t: SSls (e.g., Nebraska) 
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d. most of NASSMC's funding is core support; it clearly plays a clearinghouse role, 
using NASA's interests and network to create pilot projects in CO, MS, and OH; a 
second wave of development is beginning in LA, WY, and MD, with Exxon 
providing dollars through NASS MC for infrastructure building in these states, which 
are matching Exxon dollars 

e. because NASA has an MOU with 30 corporations, they are about to revisit the terms 
of agreement 

f. other items of note: (i) NASSMC is exploring a <.:<.mne1.~tiun to CPRE, which would 
couple implementation with a research base; (ii) the best state example of connecting 
K-12 and higher ed, according to Donahue, is KS; (iii) NASSMC has functioned as a 
kind or kchni\:al assistanct pruvidcr, especially states not awarded SSls. Now that 
SST is ending and most states will not be awarded phase 2 awards, scale-up and 
institutionalization become even bigger issues. And state professional associations 
have not been successful in providing continuing support of existing infrastructure, so 
NASSMC, SSI, and 50l(c)3 organizations arc the only alternatives. 

4. Prufossional Associations of Mathematics Educators: Conven:ation with T .inda Rosen 
and Crail Burrill (6116) 

a. Among the organizations to surface - and logical participants in math partnerships -
were Tht: Busint:ss Roundtable, AFT, and science centers, in addition to NCTM and 
AMTE (among others) 

b. Roth "Math in the Mall" and a "Math Walking Tour" have;: a populist, community­
hascd feel (which suggests to me that in ()ddition to the Boy/Girl Scouts and ASTC, 1 
would get back to Yolanda George to idt:ntiiy sik-speci fie <.)rganizations known as 
good partners). CPMSA is school-based; AISES, which also came up, is a 
professional association with the prt:dictable strengths and weaknesses. 

c. In addition to the names mentioned by Linda and Gail - Jack Kahn (sp?) and Penny 
Booth, l would call Mac West (who knows the informal science world and whose 
perspective: wuuld augment ASTC's Bonnie Van Dom). 

d. In general, I applaud what was slated as needed in this conversation, including the 
Federal role as disseminator of materials/models and matchmaker. But just by being 
associuted with an effort the visibility brought by the Fed Gov could undercut local 
effectiveness. This chat was short on specifics and offered few "grabbers." 

5. System-wide Considerations in Forming/Using Partnerships: A Conversation with 
Richard Cole and Yolanda George (6/11) 

a. Big messages: Create quid pro quos; MOUs state expectations explicitly; 
partnerships need a delivt:rable (li.)r accountahility) and not just a mission statement; 
forge school-home-community links 

b. J\ dissemination sequence should be thought ur as public relations information on 
academic success -7 district message. 
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c. The outsider role is unique because it brings expert crcdihility, but no political 
baggage; its strength is independence, the weakness is its detachment from SEAs (the 
difference in persuading individuals and imposing on them). 

d. Another difference between these two individuals and the 0U1ers is their expectation 
that even potential partners will disagree, that the process (.)f coalescence is fraught 
with tension, in need of resources, staff. rewards, and sanctions for performance. 
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SAP.AH S"ENCE • Sarah is a medicil sru­
dent in the UCSF Schcol of Medicine. 
She volunteered extensively in the 
MedTeach program of the. Science and 
Eealth EduC3cion Partnership. -
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DAVID STATES • As ar. :lC-.idemic ooordi­
n:itor :H UCSF, David worked for three 
years :15 ;issoci:ate direc:or of the Science 
;;ind He1lth Education ?::irtnership. He is 
currc:nrly in Germany wi1h his w:fe w'.10 

hoids a pcstdoctoral posi·~ion ar the 
L~niw:r~iry of H:idelberg. 

AR"'" s~1SSMAN, PH.D .• Tr:tir.ed as a 
biocheoisc, An was science directo:- of 
the UCSF Science and Health Education 
Pannenhip. He currendy is director of 
the Fu \Vesr Regional Consortium for 
Science and \.1atheaatics Educ:-:tion sen·­
i ng Ariz.ona, Californi.a, Nevada and 
liti.~. 

HECTOR T1MOURIAN, PH.D. • Hector 
has I 0 years experience in creating Jnd 
implementing education cutre:Jch pro­
grams at Lawrence Liverrr.ore N:a:ional 
Labontory. 

SCIENCE EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS 

A FRAMEWORK FOR 

SCIENCE EDUCATION 

PARTNERSHIPS 
av ART SussMAN 

A early criticism of the partnership movemem ,,·as th;i 

involved a lot: of people running around doing tilings, bur thac: 
whole added up to less than the sum of its parts. Today. on the ot 
hand, one can make a con"incing case that a consensus has emeq 
regarding the kinds of reforms that are needed in precollege scie1 
education. As a re.rult, partnership activities rend to address the sa. 
constellation of issues in similar_ ways. \-Vh.ile we have nor yet reache· 
goal of a coordinated, coherent re:onn movement that rr.a>:.im.izes · 
integration of parmersh.ips with a varjecy of other resources, the agr 
ments about a general framework help make science education partn 
ship efforts more fruitful and more focused. 

This framework has several key features. Perhaps most import3n t 
aims to reach all students. Science is not a subjec: that: is reserved for 
elite group of white males vv-ho hate sports. Everybody can enjoy ·8 

succeed in science. All members of our society need to be scientifiG 

literate for their ovm well-being and for the health of our society. Fn 
a society perspective, this argument is usually made in narrow econor: 
terms, that the new global marketplace requires a technically liter 
workforce . .\fore generally and importantly, our democracy depends 
the ability of citizens to think w~ll, solve problems, address techn.i· 
issues, and make \\ise choices for themselves, our country and the plant 

The need to reach all citizens is particularly challenging \\·ith respect 
groups that :ire underrepresented in science. Current gross inequir. 

A FAAME\lliORK FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION Pt.ITTNERSHIF'S 
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with respect to ethnk minorities and females reflect deficiencies in our 
edt;cational system and in our sociery. The new pedagogy must incor­

porate approaches and practices rhat encourage, rather than discourage, 

those who come from groups thac are currently underrepresented in 

scientific fields. For example, what aspects of our curricula, school cul­

ture, and testing procedures are brick walls that exist simply because 

c:.:ir:-er.tly successful scientists :md ce;1chers surmounted them in the 

past~ V•/e need the wisdom to see these brick wa!Is for what they :ire, 

'· and then replace them with guided gateways. Ever, .more daunting is 
the need co overcome the devastating handicaps of poverty and disime-

grating communities. 

Successfully educating all studen:s aJso requires :i radicd change :n the 
roles of rte srudenr and the teacher. The term constructivism is often 
'Jsed co describe the new approach. The student consrructs her or his 
own meaning as she or he integrates new learning experiences whh 
prier conceptions. The teacher does not lecrure and thereby pour facts 
and information into empty vessels. Rat.'ier the teacher acts as a facilita­
tor who prm.ides an env1ronrnent where students clirectly experience 
rich si~Jacions and then, often working in cooperative groups, they uti­
lize higher-order thinlcing and problem-solving skills to make sense of 
the world. The problems thar they srudy relate directly to their lives 
and reflect the real world of science. E.\cellence and equity go hand in 
hand. !'.-1:!.ny· of the ch~nges that make it easier for underrepresented 
g:-oups to succeed - such as replacing lessons c.hat emphasize lecrure 
;ind vocabulary with sndent-centered learning involving- a high µro­
portior: of hands-on expe~ience.s - also :mprove everyone's sc:cnce 

educacion. 

Racicai reform in science educarion also necessitates radicJI change :n 
the nature of schools and the reaching profession. A t~acher is probably 

one of the only profes.sion;;,ls in America who does nor have her or his 

own phone at work. As a profession, teachers have low status in the 

communiry, are poorly c.rained to do the job that t'1e modern world 

requires, lack essential equipment and supplies, Jack plrnning and 

preparation time, do not have the power to make the changes that are 
needed in their workpl-ace, and are isolated from each other and from 

;.:. · the adult \VOrld. cc 
~ 
z. 
UJ 
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/vlany of the programs described in this book are models of how p 3 r, 
nerships can address these issues. Curriculum experu at the Lawrenc 

Hall of Science tell how they work with teachers and school disrric 
administrators to develop curricula that engage St":Jdents in meaningfi. 
hands-on ::.ctivities and then integrare these lessons within ;1 muluyea 
course sequence. University scientists from Chicago, Sa.n Francisco an• 

\·V:ishington state describe 'Norkshops that integrate new cur:-icula witl 
tt!acher training and wjth other efforrs co ch.mge the ex.isting sc:-.oc 
culture. Famous scientists regard and treac teachers as profess:on2 

equals. ~'lany programs bring the richness o: the scienci fie world direct 
Ir into the cfassroom ·.for students to experience scientists JS nom1a 

human beings and scientific issues as being relevant to them and withi! 
their grasp. Female and ethnic minority role rr.oclels from universi~es 
health professions, and indusuy prove thac the technical world can bt 
open to all. 

An imponanc feature of science education partnerships is th:it they ;m: 

beginning to effectively weave together the different strands of the sci­
ence reform movement. Earlier reform efforts tended to emphasize jusf 

one aspect of the problem. \.Vorld famous experts wrote new C"~rr!cuh 
·in the expectation that improved teJ\."tbooks and lesson plans would fo 
science education. Instead the products sat on the shc:lves. A current 
popular misconception is that the tests are the main problem, ar:ci i~ we 
could replace multiple choice exams with p~rform:rnce ;:ssessn~e:""lt we 
would tix science education. The better partnerships recog:1:z~ tr1e 
many tlimensions of the currenr situation that need to ~Je :lci<irc:s;;::d 
.~imuicaneously. Teachers need instru~tio:-i in ne\v concent .rnd slilis: 

they need lessons and materi:ils that embody the ifr·w philosophy; th:?:~ 
need samples of and train.ing in alternative asse5sment rools; ~nd they 
need support back jn the schoo! and the community or eb:c the v·:ist 

inertia of the existing school culture will doom all our efforts. 

"Svstemic reform'' or "svsremic ch:mae" is the ~rrent buzz word :or • • 0 • 

this kind of integrated, comprehensive and radical change. In addicion 
to projects at the local level, the systemic ch2nge movement has a 

national and a state. policy component. One articuJation of the systemic 
reform model emphasizes the description of a vision of e.xcellence in the 

form of standards. Three panels under the aegis of the National 

Research Council <.the principal operating agenc;· of the J\."acional 

A FRAMEWORK FOR Sc:ENC:E EoucATICN PA1m .. eRsH:Ps 
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Academy of Sciences and the National Academy of Engineering) :ire 
currentlv developinu ~ational science education standards in the areas . " 
of curriculum, assessment and teaching. 

The science cuniculum standards will define the lcinds of experiences 

that produce the science learning outcomes we desire. They will also 
prn.,,ide a broad view of what srudents 5hould learn - the sc:en ti fie 
information (faces, concepts and big ideas) as well ::s the modes of rea­

soning and proficiency in conducrin.g science im·est.igacions. The cur­
riculum standards will also call for students ta have the skills and desire 

to apply this knowledge outside the classroom. 

Assessmenc is the tool that is supposed to inform us if we are going in 
the right direction, if we are achieving the outcomes that we desire. 
Assessmenc plays important roles at the daily c~assroom level by teach­
ers as well as at the school, state and national levels. The most common 
headlines about schools appear right after che announcement of the lat­
est round of mediocre to terrible srudent test scores on state, national 

or international examinations. 

fo 2.ddition to being a dia.gnoscic tool, assessment also very directly teUs 
srudems, ce~chers .ind n~rents \\.-'.-iat the education system thinks is 
imporrwt. Teachers and. srudents 0ften make C:-ie rest :i focus of their 
efforts. If \Ve want the entire educ:lti::mal community to place a r.igh 
v:l'.ue on hands-on experiences and higher order thinking skills, we s:ib­
orage our efforts if we then grade students using mulciple choice tests 
thar rew·ard them for memorizing vocabula:-y and isolated facts ("rhe 
mirochondrion is the part of the cell that makes energy"'). The new sci­
ence assessment standards will define protocols for assessing students' 
accomplishments in ·ways that are valid and that reinforce the learning 

ourcomes that we desire. 

The teacher is the kev to effective science reform. All the other pieces 
can be in place, bur the reform movement will fail if classroom instruc­
tors do not have satisfactory training, knowledge and support systems. 

Science teaching standards will define the skills a-:id knowledge thac 
teachers \Viii need as well as the necessary components of professional 
training programs for certifying beginning teachers and providing 
essential scaff development for :he large pool of existing teachers. The 
ne\'.' teachbg standards will also define the support systems and 

1? c;r~s:Mrc ~nl 1r11.T1r."'1 PAoT"•ca<L-"10c 

resources that need to be in place at the school site itself. 

How can these national standards help make c.~anges ar :he local scho 
sites? On a grass-roots level, they provide powerful support that refor 

advocates can use with school boards and education administrators 
state, counry and site levels. On a more formalized state level, me 
states ado?t science curriculum frameworks that describe the param 
ters for science education in dtat state. These documents vary in the 

Partnerships can play a vital role in translating 
these standards, frameworks and assessments 
from the realm of abstract principl11s to the world 
ol actual dassroom practice. As testified by the 
many articles in this book, science education part­
nerships are a very flexible tool for bringing rich 
scientific resources into the hands and minds of . . . . 

teachers and students. 

' 

scope and au:hority, but they can have great influence on cbssroor 
teaching. Many stares are already revising their science curriculur 
frameworks so th:n they embody reformed standards such as thos 
emerging from t.he :\rational Research Council or are contained withi 
chc: Project 2061 documents oi the A~erican . .\ssociation for th 
Advancement of Science. i\.·1any stJtes are also changing the rests th~ 
they administer, mo-.ing away from recall-based multiple choice ex:imi 
nations to more authentic instruments th:H emphasize higher orde 
thin.'<ing ski!Js and the performance cf usks that require the applic~cio: 
of scientific skills and knowledge co sob:~ prob1e~s. A prominent fe.i 
t:.Jre of the systemic reform movement is this embodiment of worl1 
class standards within new curriculum frameworks coupled \vid: assess 

ment instruments that are based upor: and reinforce the new standards. 

Partnerships can play a \-ital role in translating these standards, frame 
works and assessments from the realm of abstract principles to th· 
world of actual dassroom practice. As testified by the many articles ir 
this book, science education partnerships are a very flexible tool fo; 

bringing rich scientific resources into the hands and minds of teacher: 
:rnd srudents. ln addition, the scientists who participate in these pro· 
grams can the;, contribute much more meaningfully to the continuin,e 

I\,-______ .... _ ... ,. 
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efforu to define-and implen:ent a truly effective science education sys­
tem. The comminees developing standards, frame\vorks and assessment 
include scientists who have some real knowledge of elementary and sec­
ondary schools because they ha\'e actually worked inside classroo:ns and 
side-by-side with teachers as a resulc of partnership programs. 

Sc:ence education partnerships are pro"iding the training ground for 
t-RNA people, a new breed of hybrid professionais who have experi­

ence, respect, knowledge anci skills in b~th the scientific research ..... ·orld 
a~d in che precollege education comn1unity. Living systems operate 
with two languages - the nucleic acid code that is the h::sis for infor­

matio:l storage (heredity) and the protein assemblies of amino acids 
that provide the foundation for all cellular structures and functions. 
Transfer Ri'iA (:-RNA) is the translator molecule in the ceU that speaks 
bo:h languages and enables the information that is stored in [he 
nucleotides of DNA to be translated into the sequence of amino acids 
that rr.ake up proteins. ~fost scientists had very atypic;;l e;,periences in 
their schooling and live in a \'er}' different world from elementa.:-}' md 
high school classrooms. Most reachers, especially at the elementary 
level, have a very limfred· b;:ickground in science. Even those who have 
taken more than one college course that includes a "laboratory" sect.ion· 
have never experienced science as iris practiced in modern laboratories. 
,\fore t-R..:'\A people are needed to speak both languages and make the 
vit;;l con.nections across both worlds. 

:\"!any of this book's autho:s are these hybrid professionals who, despite 
~nstitutional resistance and the frustration.; of obtai:iing funding, h;;ve 
pe.rsisred in crea~g living partnerships. There is no single formula for 
creacing an effecti ... e partr.ership. Many different models have worked . 
in different communities. The following ;irticle by Bruce Alberts 
describes one general recipe for getting started. 

14 Sc1rncE EouCAnoN PARTNERSHIPS 

1 0-STEP RECIPE 

FOR STARTING A 

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 

BY BRUCE M. ALBERTS 

1e UCSF Science and Health Education Parmership (SEP) 
was started by myself and D:Jvid Ramsay, the vice chanceJ!or for Jcade­
rruc affairs. I had accidenraUy cliscovered David's interest in the schools 
\Vhen he and I were 5eated together during one of those incenr.in:ible, 
official universirv dinners, which I had been obligated to ~ttenc :i.s 

chainnan of the Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics. The fac: 
that David and I held positions of authority at UCSF was a great 1-:elp 
in getting the L"CSF program started quick.ly. The individu31 who 
attempts to sure such a program will generally lack the advantages ~at 
the two of us had,_ and I have written this "how to" essay with this in 
mind. If you are en~rgetic, tenacious, and believe that the reim-igo:-::i­
tion of public education is of critical importance for the future of our 
democrac.y, you might find satisfaction by exploiting the foUowing pbn: 

l. Find six or more outstanding teachers in a local school district. 
Nothing can be done in a partnership program without finr recruit­
ing a small team of dedicated, talented teachers to provide informed 
leadership. You and your colleagues w;Jl be both educated :rnd 
inspired by rour interactions with these energetic individuals from 
the "front lines." Ask the first outstanding teacher you find for the 

names of others. 

2. Get the superintendent of the teachers' school district to sup­
port the formation of your new partnership. Use the advice of 
your teacher group concerning how to proceed .. Sell this idea by cit-

10-STt:I' RECIPE FOR STARTING A PARTNERSHIP PROGRA.IJI 15 



ROUGH DRAFT 
DISCUSSlON PAPER-- PARTNERSHlPS TO SUPPORT THE MATH STRATEGY 
June 17, 1997 

#1 Partnership to Improve Math Teaching in Grades 5-8 

• Make sure every teacher preparation program provides a strong preparation for those who 
will be teaching 5-8 mathematics. 

Prepare paper/statement on what works in teacher preparation for 5-8 math 

Recruit teacher prep programs to sign-on to principles and develop network of 
schools 

Do POTUS event with college presidents and deans in the fall, and challenge 
additional ed schools to adopt principles 

• Make sure that every state (or school district) has a solid middle school/junior high math 
certification for new teachers. 

Conduct study on current state licensure practices 

Get lNT ASC, or identify another entity, to develop a content-strong model middle 
school math certification 

Enlish math-science/business community to push for adoption at state level 

• Get at least one National Board certified math teacher in every middle school/ junior high 

Announce that NBPTS will complete middle school math certification next 

Commit support for [one teacher/school/year] to prepare for and undertake the 
NBPTS assessment (99 budget) 

Private sector match or other form of support? 

Support one or more networks of middle school teachers preparing for NBPTS 
certification 

(Key issue: whether to focus on honing skills of good teachers or devote more 
funds to help a broader range of teachers improve their skills) 

• Ensure that TlMSS and proven practices are incorporated into continuing professional 
development for teachers. 



Prepare targeted materials on research findings, successful models and materials. 

Disseminate or place in publications for state board of education members, key 
state legislators, local school board presidents and superintendents, principals 

Could also target info to vocal groups in math-science community (e.g. engineers) 
to equip them to "ask the right questions" of superintendents, principals, etc. 

#2 Partnership to Provide After-School, Weekend, and Summer Math Enrichment and 
Homework Help Opportunities 

• Could focus on several types of activities, based on community interest, personnel and 
resources: 

Math enrichment activities (such as problems that draw on local resources such as 
libraries or museums), math games, and solving "the problem of the week." 

Skilled assistance for students with math homework 

Using paid or volunteer 5-8 math teachers 

Teachers could be on-site or serving multiple sites via video 
conferencing/Internet telementoring/homework hotlines 

Using teacher prep candidates and others knowledgeable about math and 
math education 

Engineers or others with strong math background with proper training? 

Peer assistance for students with math homework 

Draw on older students, especially aspiring teachers 

• Could be held on school site, in libraries or children's museums, at colleges/universities, at 
federal facilities/offices, or at other locations 

• Could be sponsored/faciliated by businesses, math-science community (e.g. Engineers), 
higher ed 

• ED/NSF could provide templates for local programs (as ED has for Read*Write*Now) 
and high-quality materials with suggested activities 



#3 Partnership to Develop, Disseminate, and Engage the Public with a "Math Problem of 
the Week" to Increase Interest in and Support for Challenging Math 

• Problem would demonstrate the caliber of math necessary to succeed on 8th grade math 
test 

If successful, could add additional grades 

• Contract out for preparation of problems, solutions, and more in-depth discussion of 
underlying math principles and opportunities for additional practice and learning 

• Secure commitment of newspaper publishers to publish new question each week, as well 
as a brief version of solution to the previous week's problem 

Make additional/supplementary materials available from a 1-800 #,on the web, or 
through NCTM, etc. 

• Encourage families to discuss at home, teachers to use as extra credit/go over in class, use 
as activity for after-school/weekend/summer programs, boy scouts/girl scouts. 

• Perhaps could use as basis of local/regional student competitions 

prtnrx. I 
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#3 Partnership to Develop, Disseminate, and Engage the Public with a "Math Problem of 
the Week" to Increase Interest in and Support for Challenging Math 

• Problem would demonstrate the caliber of math necessary to succeed on 8th grade math 
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If successful, could add additional grades 

• Contract out for preparation of problems, solutions, and more in-depth discussion of 
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Partnership 

Partnership would be focused on improving math teaching in grades 5-8 

objectives: 

v1'11aking sure that every teacher preparation program provides a strong preparation for those who 
will be teaching late elementary/middle schoo/junior high level mathematics. 
Had been thinking about holding off on teacher preparation--getting something done on 
what works in teacher prep--Carol Lacampagne is reaching out to AACTE, etc. to have 
them involved in developing; then Goroff would take the lead in getting people to sign up; 
do an event with POTUS in late fall/winter saying that we sign on and challenge others to 
do the same 

V~aking sure that every state and school district has a middle school math certification. 
Wants to verify that this should be a goal 
Not sure what INTASC has done--will check out 
In plan to do study on licensure 

0Push to get at least one NBPTS certified math teacher in every middle school and junior high. 
NBPTS will be next out of the gate with--18 months 
Could announce that this will be next--would need to let them know 
If we could get 50 million, could prepare every teacher 
some need NBPTS prep 
or could fund good teachers becomeing great teachers 
that would be funding teacher networks for middle school 

Work to insure that every state board member, every local board president and superintendent, 
every middle school or junior high principal and every middle school or junior high teacher has 
been presented with the findings of the 8th grade TIMSS studies and is encouraged to benchmark 
local curriculum and instructional practices against the TIMSS findings. 
Fine--but not talking about benchmarking 
Get NSBA to send a letter to every school board member 

Federal government would support by: 
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I. Hosting a conference in fall 97 on middle school math, that partnership reps would participate in 

2. Commissioning/assembling a paper on model middle school math prep programs and principles, 
to be released at the fall 97 conference 

3. Funding INTASC to develop a model middle school math teacher certification; possibly could 
also fund a survey of existing state certification practices in this area. 

4. Funding an additional X teachers to get NBPTS certification in middle school math, as soon as 



. . 

certification becomes available 

5. Disseminating TIMSS videos, tool kit and other appropriate materials to state and local 
partnership participants. 

6. Networking 

Participants 

NEA 
AFT 
NCTM 
AACTE W C.. l(f'i:, 7. 

State Math and Science Partnerships 
Business Partners 
cc so 
NSBA 
~t\ ~'7 
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Maybe too teacher-bashing lzv \ 11_, ~ · 
Mike Smith's thinking is that people want to do things--need to give them an avenue '.j I U-/ h ~L 
Math associations--math professors/engineers 
business 
Diagnostic test for teachers (special tools for helping teachers prepare their students for students 
for the tests) 
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Richard Cole, Connecticut; conference call 
Will try to set up for early afternoon fl 
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Yolanda George, Shirley Malcolm's deputy, science linkages in the community--lots of work in 
building partnerships--cities over time; on the road a lot; maybe a conference call 

Can't do tomorrow 

Thursday--
maybe early afternoon 

Friday tight 
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Partnership possibilities -~ 
CBMS 
DOT- they are making contacts with specific companies that might be interested 
High tech companies joining in CA announcement 
BRT 
NAB 
All the national engineering organizations 
NAS- MSEB and Engineers 
NCTM 
Elementary and Secondary Principals 
NEA 
AFT 
National Middle School Assn 
PTA 
NASSMC 
KM~ 



Math-Science Action Strategy 

Report 

Wurtzel has revised, focusing on policy discussion rather than intro; Corwin likes; Sunley doing 
small edits 
Circulating to working group tgmorrow- µ~ 
Will have them meet Friday or Monday and get irrput 
Then will need to do ED/NSF an9'_ other agency clearances (v 1'6... 0 l't_V 
I have a working copy ~ 

Need to recalibrate timeframe 

Partnership 

Sketched out objectives and federal support for a more focused partnership 
Daryl and Judy have discussed and like 
Judy will discuss with MS 

Daryl has arranged 2 pm conference call with CT SSI director and AAAS 

Daryl is calling leaders of national association of state math and science coaltions (N ASMC) to 
set up a call-- Joan Donahue and Ken Hoffman 

Judy -- Linda Rosen and Gail Burrill will call or meet with us Monday or Friday 

Danny will speak with Engineers 

Also: 

Judy has been talking with Jon about involving the 240 CEOs gropu in telementoring or software 
development re: math. 



Daryl E. Chubin 
06/11/97 03:29:47 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP, William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP, judy_wurtzel@ad.gov@inet, Lwilliam@nsf.gov 
@inet 

cc: Daniel L. Goroff/OSTP/EOP 
Subject: pushing on partnerships: a conference call 

I have arranged for a conference call tomorrow -- Thursday, June 12 at 2 pm -- to WfQ~&~l•;9,.\;l{~thinking 
about partners~ips. Two persons with considerable experience will be patc~~J~~,,,~~~~~:~f£~]1e, CT 
Academy of Science and Head of the CT SSI (phone: 860/346-1177), and ~ol~nca'.Geo~ge', Deputy 
Director of Education and Human Resources at AAAS (phone: 202/326-6677) who, among other duties, 
oversees the SLIC (Science Linkages in the Community) project. Each has fostered, formed, and tried to 
sustain partnerships in the K-12 math and science arena. Richard starts with the formal system and 
works out to the community, Yolanda starts with the community and seeks to connect the resources of 
informal education with schools. Each will offer what should be valuable advice. Before 2 pm, Bill or I will 
call each of you. If your schedule permits, please join us. 

Thanks, Daryl 



Notes for Rosen, Burrill conversation 

As you know, the Department, NSF, and others have been working on an action strategy for 
better using federal resources to help states and school districts meet challenging standards for 8th 
grade math, and for involving the math, sciencitify and technical communities in support of those 
efforts. 

One of the areas that we have been exploring is that of establishing one or more partnerships that 
would engage outside groups, educators, higher ed, business people, and the math and 
science community in specific aspects of improving math education. 

We think that the effort should be highly visible, and should provide opportunities for lots of 
people to become engaged. Whatever we do, we want to be sure and focus on what will be most 
useful. 

We don't have lots of money, but we do think we could bring a lot by way of the bully pulpit, and 
leveraging of resources. 

Two of the areas that we have been talking about are in the areas of supporting teaching, and 
hands-on work with students. 

We would like to get your ideas on what kinds of activities would make sense strategically for one 
or more partnerships, that we would help to pull together. 

Is there either something that isn't taking place now that should be, or activity that is currently 
taking place that we could help give a boost to. Something that we could add value to. 



Record Type: 

Daryl E. Chubin 
06/11/97 03:29:47 PM 

Record 

To: Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP, William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP, judy_wurtzel@ad.gov@inet, Lwilliam@nsf.gov 
@inet 

cc: Daniel L. Goroff/OSTP/EOP 
Subject: pushing on partnerships: a conference call 

I have arranged for a conference call tomorrow -- Thursday, June 12 at 2 pm -- to inform our thinking 
about partnerships. Two persons with considerable experience will be patched in: Richard Cole, CT 
Academy of Science and Head of the CT SSI (phone: 860/346-1177), and Yolanda George, Deputy 
Director of Education and Human Resources at AAAS (phone: 202/326-6677) who, among other duties, 
oversees the SLIC (Science Linkages in the Community) project. Each has fostered, formed, and tried to 
sustain partnerships in the K-12 math and science arena. Richard starts with the formal system and 
works out to the community, Yolanda starts with the community and seeks to connect the resources of 
informal education with schools. Each will offer what should be valuable advice. Before 2 pm, Bill or I will 
call each of you. If your schedule permits, please join us. 

Thanks, Daryl 



Notes from Rosen, Burrill conversation re: partnerships June 16, 1997 

Importance of understanding the importance of math in kids lives 

understanding the kinds of mathematical abilities-­
getting leaders of industries to by in 

getting support for summer opportunies and year-out sabbaticals for teachers where they get a 
chance to see what's taking place hands-on 

There are examples of places that are taking place--

such as Fermi, energy centers 

hands-on work with students 
don't want to suggest that teachers knowledge on the side 

Burrill -- If could bring together business people, math and science people so everyone could 
understand better. Need for a conversation for those who know about the content area or will be 
getting their students as employees. Venue. 

Rosen -- more by way of compatetions for all students -- MAA and NCTM -- task force -- need 
for affirming types of competitoins. Proposal into NSF for a modeling competion. 

Burrill -- children's museums and science museums could be a good source of activity. 

Wurtzel -- Any good models of ongoing activities? 

Burrill --

Baltimore 

Rosen--

Boy scouts and girl scouts -- merit badges. 

NSF/CPMSA -- lots of proposals for programs 

See lots of this on Indian Reservations 

Teacher preparation 

Burrill -- Key area -- don't have a good handle on dimensions so far. Big problems in magnitude 
and diversity-- lots of prep going on at small schools. Assoc. Of Math teacher educators. 



NCTM--lots of members are teacher educators. AACTE. Nervous that going to be forever in a 
catch-up area. Some things that we clearly know -- thinkig and reasoning skills. Unless we help 
those who are teaching the teachers come to grips with this ... how to get beyond skill and drill. 
Lots of first-year teachers. 

Rosen -- issue is often those already teaching, and in-service --

Burrill and Rosen, start with middle school, than bring on K-4 and then 9-12. What's going on in 
early childhood -- makes sense, but then it follows. 

NSF -- OH State, IL State, etc. funded to develop a specific middle school prep program--not 
much known about these programs--whether they were successful or not. Woudl be nice to 
know. Chubin hasn't heard anything about it. 

In Michigan, they were almost ready to mandate a middle school certification there -- undermined 
by other parts of the community -- universities didn't have the resources to focus on middle 
schools. Relation to size of schools. 

Burrill --

If going to focus on NTSB, having a scaling up problem -- haven't begun the middle school math 
assesssment. 

Standards doc that they have just went out to the field a couple of weeks ago. 

Were building assessment development on the funding opportunities that they had. 

Rosena nd Burill both like the idea of focusin on middle school certification 

Important to develop that is different, and has own rewards and challenges. 

Goroff--

Lasting effect on campuses minimal -- chapter from book. 

IL State, Portland State, etc. 

Burrill--

Hasn't paid attention yet to INTASC 

Both could become very powerful 

If certification requires, then states and institutions will have to figure this out. 



Wurtzel--

Concerned that its only K-12 (not grade level), and little on content--mostly pedagogy. 

Could get NCTM to sit down with them on a formal level--had done this with NBPTS 

Chubin--

Has this been done? 

Rosen will look at. 

Burrill --

AFT--have they done this? 

AFT is very keen on making a difference here. 

NEA talks about it, but not doing much on it right now. 

Rosen--

Reluctance to identify something 

Burrill--

People who get involved have to come with a higher level ofunderstandingof math 
Volunteer era 

Link up H.S.and college students with middle schools 

Wurtzel--

In reading, we have college work-study 

Burrill--

Used to do this for kids at top and thebottom--

Would assign high school kids to provide tutoring 

H.S. kids, middle school kids, and the parent 

MAA, etc. 



• .. 

Mentoring all the way down. 

Engineering groups--

Anxious to roll up their sleeves--but want to make sure can do in a useful way. 

Need to empower people to talk to school boards and principals-­
to help ask the right questions, etc. 

NSBA has approached NCTM--

Can hardly keep up with the eductive process that they need -- can we put a good brochure in 
their hand for the decisions 

Not a middle school piece, but a math piece 

Would be helpful to educate the public 

NASMC 

Burrill--

Links to the kids--

Away to use media, tv, newspapers--

Setting up homework hotlines? 

From 4-5 a teacher is online or on tv, teacher answers the questions. Not just the teacher, but if a 
way that teachers in the school can work with teachers -- public volunteers can help with. Just 
need a TV or a telephone. Penny Booth. Would need teachers and the community. Could tape 
and do homework clubs. Have a curriculum. 

Telementoring? 

Internet is often one-one one. Whereas TV 

Genetech, DBN and others are doing. 

NCTM Board meeting in July 



. . . Judy_ Wurtzel @ ed.gov 
'"'""'=1~--Ci"? 06/12/97 03:09:00 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: William R. Kincaid 

cc: 
Subject: NCTM contact 

linda's number is 703-620-9840 x 11 O - she will connect w. Gail. What 
time are we shooting for?? Judy 
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ORGANIZATIONS IN THE PROMISE BOOK THAT ARE PRIME ANDIDATES 
FOR A PARTNERSHIP TO IMPROVE MATH AND SCIENCE EDUCATION 

Specific Commitments to Math or Science 

Af<L-CIO 
America Online 
Amoco 
Council of Chief State School Officers 
Elementary Science Education Partners (ESEP) 
Eli Lilly and Company 
Entertainment Coalition for Education 
Department of Transportation 
Glaxo Wellcome 
Hewlett-Packard 
MCI 
National Council of Negro Women 
Pfizer, Inc. 

General Commitments to Education or Tcclmo.Lo 

ASP IRA 
AT&T 
Bank of America/Seafirst 
Bonner Foundation 
Continental Cablevision (USWEST) 
Elderhostel 
fleet Financial Group 
Generations United 
Microsoft Corporation 
National PTA 
NationsBank 
Nature Conservancy 
NetDay 2000 
Procter & Gamble 
Project NEAT (National Education Advancement Team) 
Steering Committee of College Presidents 
Sun Microsystems 
United Airlines 
US West 

promise 613/')7 



AMERJCA'S PROMISE 
T1 n: 1\1.1.1.-\~<:E FoR \'ot 1T11 

1\11wri1 .i's l'ro111iw - Tlw ,\1Jia1K1· f(1r .youth is th(' mulli­
\"l'.tr, 11.11ional c.1111p.1ign 1h.11 \\'ill··lakc the mission .111d 
gn.1ls of llw Su111111il for\\',rrd. Ofli;·ially laundwd her(' · 
in l'hil.1<ldphia, i\nwrica\ Promise will aid in ensuring 
1hal our nation's young peopl~ ha\'<' <1rccss to the five 
f1111cl.11nc11l,1I ffSourn·s Ii~· rnordi11,1ti11g invoh'Cment of 
org.111i1..il ions .111<1 indi,·idu.ib from tlw private. public 
,111d non-profll scclors. \\'orking \\'ith Task Fon\·s in 
r.ich of th(' five resmrrc<' ;ire.is. America's Promise is 
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I-Io·w .To Use 
"The Promise Bo;'<)l(" 

The first section of this hook.is 
·'· 

illl cilph,ibclical listing of all 

promise makers as of 

April IB, 1997. In the sernnd 

S('ction, you \\'ill find ii dct;iilcd 

description of CcKh promise 

mildc. The final('.)) sections 

\\·ill he a directory broken 

down by promise type. 

For more information, 

or lo m<lkc ii promise. 
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The Advertising Council 

The Ad Council \\'ill l.-11111ch ii 11c1V c;1111paign for 
the Summit clnd its successor organizcltion, . 
J\mcriCcl's Promise. The Ad Council will deliver 
2.1 billion exposures lo messages and \viii · ·' · 
fonvclrd the names of respondents from a special .. 
June 1997 Reader's Digest section focusing on ' 
the needs of children. ··' · .: 

.. :•::··. 

AFL-CIO 
··/.~· ··· AFL-CIO and its affiliate, the American •· 

.. ;·:.·: .. : ·... ·:·: 

Federation of Teclchcrs (AFT), \viii mobilize its 
membership through AFT locals and the 
network of AFL-CIO state federations !ind central 

~--·-- ·----
labor councils to provide cl chool-to-\vork 
experience for 500,000 high sc 100 s u entfby 
the year 2000. By utilizing the existing tics ·· : 
beh·veen the AFL-CIO, its 78 national and · ·. · · 
international union affiliates and "";orkpi'aces'<' _, 

across the country, along \-vith the rdationships 
that already exist bct\-vecn AFT Jnd high schools, 
students will visit workpL:iccs or participate in 
presentations from union members to see and 
hear America at work to stimulate their thinking 
about the jobs and Cilrcers thclt could be 

·. :-.·. 

. · Ju. available to them. The importance of achieving 
: ·. ; · ........ : .. '·higlracademic standards and graduating from ... 

.. . :' . c·'.:;:i(!/.'·· :·~·:.".{ '·'.:'r/<: 'high school in order to pursue thes~ hpp'ori ~':''>':; !.•'!:'; .. 

· ..•• :/;~{~· ,4.'C,'.f ~t· 
._;~·.-.... 

·\_ .. 

r~:--~· 
1:.· 

tunities will be cl significclnt component of this 
experience. 

Aid Association For Lutherans 

The Aid Association For Lutherans will mobilize 
youth to provide over one million hours 

annually to volunteer community service clnd '···· 
\viii increase its clnnu,11 investment in youth 
leadership devclopmcnt cllld life skills training 
by $5 million. 

...: .................... ._.......,.._ ..... , .. _, .. ~··.· , .. , .. -............. ~ .· .:~~ .... -... _ .. _ .............. ~-~ .. ...-.. _____ _ 
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Allstate Foundation 

The J\llslate Foundation is funding a new crime 
prevention program for young people age 11-13, 
with the Boys and Girls Clubs of America. "Street 
Smart" is an 8-10 week program that will help 
teenagers understand and avoid gangs, violent 
behavior, juvenile delinquency, and anger, while 
reducing the likelihood of their becoming 
involved in any of these activities. Allstate is 
supporting the work of the Sum~i·1it and · 
America's Promise with $26.25 million in cash 
and in-kind contributions between now and 
the year 2000. 

Alliance for Justice 

The Allian~e for Justice will strengthen the 
voices of young people as community problem 
solvers by funding delivery of their new youth 
training program in at least 500/o of the Summit 
communities and expanding their First Monday 
program engaging lav.ryers as mentors for 
young people. 

America Online 

AOL will mobilize AOL's 8 million members and 
6000 employees in making a contribution to 
their communities through volunteer ·~vork. Tl1e" '''· 
value of the contributed media is $630,000; AOL 
projects that its online support has the potential 
to generate 3,000,000 hours of volunteer serviCe. 
AOL will create Volunteers Online, an area 
intended to educate the public about the 
Summit and America's Promise; PSA's to 
promote the Summit; AOL is developing several 
educational initiatives to advance the its:e_of' 
online technology in America's classroo1ns. AOL 
will enter into a partnership with 13ig 13rothers 
Big Sisters in the National Capitol Arca, and 
other DC-area initiatives. 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

The American Academy of Pediatrics··.\vill expand.· 
their CATCH program, Community·A.'C:ce's·s 'lo··: · 
Cl1ild Health. The CATCH Program is'a network 
of 9000 pediatricians dnd over 600 ct)mmunity 

l>asecl programs that address access to health· .. . ,. 
care by providing a medical ho1ne for infan~s, ·; , ;. 
children and adolescents. The AJ\P commits .. loi,,<·.: ·. · ·t 
training an additional 1000 pediatricians i~:tl~~'.".,o;)\_., :£,: 
concepts of the CATCH program. They,:wil! i[l.;.<_,,,-;;;, .• ·,~ 
turn develop 1000 ne\v comnumily::-based\:·:.}~//::.:> <k­
prograni_s that will provide medical hor:i~s> fo.r~:::,:L .. ;,.·:·:t 
underserved children. The AAP anticipale~}.h~~, .'.·\ . ·~ 
this promise will provide a medical home:,:,/~>(·::;;/. ,; 
lo 500,000 children currently without acces:S:;~:::1.',; ;> . · .. :;! 
lo health care. ' .• ;;~'. ; '. 

. ·:~: ... . 

American Association of Homes 
and Services for the Aging 

'?· .... :·.-: 

· .... · 

The AAH~A will reach out to its 5,000 continuing· 
care retirement communities, nursing homes; 
senior housing facilities, and home and 
community-based service organizations to >';. ' 
encourage mentoring of young people, 
recruitment of young volunteers in service to 
the elderly, and development of relationships of 
not-for-profit homes ,rnd services for the aging 
with local schools. 

American Association of Museums 

The American Association of Museums \viii 
provide safe places for children to learn and ;:i; < 
grow through programming delivered both on­
site and in schools and community centers. The 
Association counted forty-eight million acts of 
service to school children. The American 
Association of Museums commits to doubling 
the number of young people engaged in 
programs over the next five years. AAM has 
already sent a call to action letter to its 
membership, placed an item ,1bout becoming 
a promise maker at the loc,11 level in its 
newsletter and created a website link. They 
have already received over 75 responses from 
museums wanting to make a·promise lo 
the goals of the Summit at the local level. 

American Booksellers Association 

Through their 3,500 member bookstore 

.. _.;. 

·, 
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communities in two phases over the next three 
ycar.s at a cosl of $2.5 million. 

The American Legion 

The American Legion lvill establish over I 0,000 
"Sak Kids Communities· through their 
community-based posts nationwide over the 
next seven years. Each "Safe Kid Community" 
will incorporate programs tailored to address 
their specific needs including child identification 
and personal safety awareness, safe houses, 
mentoring, acquisition and development of 
suitable outdoor recreation sites, and the 
promotion of programs designed to keep youth 
activities and instill within them a sense of pride 
in their communities, state, and nation. 

The American Legion Auxiliary 

The 120,000 Junior members of the American 
Legion Auxiliary 08 years of age and under) 
will establish voluntar-y service projects in 4,000 
communities nationwide. Each group lvill 
identify needs in the community and select 
age-appropriate projects to encourage 
volunteerism beginning at an early i!ge. Junior 
members in grades nine through 12 will be 
asked to devote at least 100 hours per year to 
community service. 

American lung Association 

The American Lung Association 1·vill increase the 
number of schools participating in the Open 
Ainvays for Schools initiative lo 15,000, reaching 
150,000 children. By the year 2000, Open Ainvays 
for Schools will have reached 960,000 of the 
1,063,000 children aged 8-11 with asthma. 

American Medical Association 

The American Medical Association will 
encourage its 35,000 medical students and the 
nation's 125 medical schools to volunteer time 
as mentors and tutors in schools. Additionally, 
the AMA will develop and implement a 

' - ... ·--~ .•. ~- ........ ,.., .. , ... 
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, , 1111 prchcnsivc ,1lrohol control strategy to .• · 
n·duce underage drinking. The AMA \viii <1ls_o···· ·· ·· 
develop and irnplemcilt a con1prehcr'fsivc ' 1\~V/··' 
tobC1CCO control Slr<llcgy to reduce sm'oking·'.'~?';"· 
,1 rnong youth. ' '· >"~'<':·<... ' ·i 

;;~ ::~·~t·:·.f1-'~.~./· /~~~~-~-~--_;.;._:.:" ·. . .. ,; 
American Society of Association ·Executi.~es · · 

. • . ,.;.· .... """" . .; :.;,,,.;.-lj:i;_.·1,.·,, 
American Society of Associatio11 Execliti\/es·'has ··. 
committed to enlist 1,000 associutio1~'''a'i1di ;··:•\~!-':-.· · 
inrlustry partners to engage in uctividc's.thhf!1, 
support the goals of the Summit. In additio'1~!t.'. 
the Association will develop a home page to'·: 
communicate and coordinate the post..:.Suinn1.it 
association activities. ·· · ... • · ·'"/•· · 

: ·' 

American Society of Directors 
of Volunteer Services '.''."·· 

The American Society of Diredors ofVoluni~e·r 
Services commits to involve 15,000 children, 
pMticularly those at risk, in Health Adventures, 
in partnership \·vith the J\meriecrn Hospital. · 
Association, over the next five years. The 
Saturday morning monthly educational 
experience spans ten months and involves 
volunteer mentors lo introdLice children to 
hospitals, health careers and health~care · .· 
professionals, community vohinteeriiig, 'and 
healthy living. 

AmeriCorps Alums 

AmeriCorps Alums \viii encourage all associ,1tio11 
members lo commit ,11 lc,1st JO hours per month 
:o ongoing service leadership. Local alumni 
leaders across the country will coordinate l\'ilh 
local service providers to provide volunteer 
people power. The service leadership 
opportunities will focus on the five Summit 
goals, with preference given to programs 
supporting ongoing relationships l·\'ilh 
young people. 

---A~ c_ ~ 
Amoco will invest more than S7 million in 

educational partnerships such as Celebr<lting 
Science (an clementilr)' school h,rnds-on science 
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curriculum supplement), iMl'J\Cl (il junior high 
school science program), <l11d Junior J\chieve­
~Ceconomic education curriculum) which 
will reach more than I 0,000 schools and hundreds 
of thousands of students, teachers, and parents. 

AM VETS 

AMVETS quarter of a million veterans and I.heir . · 
1,300 Posls nationwide commit to providing safe 
places to learn and grow by sponsoring 
community activities for.the nonprofit Summit 

partners, specifie<1Ily Special Olympics, the 13oy 
Scouts, and the Junior ROTC. Furthermore, 

Amvets will set a goal of 1000fti participation 
in youth service programs by their slate 
departments. 

ASP IRA 

ASPIRA will train 2,000 Puerto Ric<Jn <Jnd other 
Latino parents by the ycilr 2000 in parent 
involvement and leadership skills. ilnd 

encourage them lo advocille for the q~erall 

~ic and personJI grO\·vlh of their children. 

Association of Junior Leagues 
International, Inc. 

The Association of Junior Leagues commits to 
strengthening lhe capacity of Junior Leagues to 

work collaboratively in the delivery of quality 
services to children and youth i11 ,ill five 

fundamental resource areas. Within two ycilrs, 

all 280 Junior Leagues in the US \\'ill be using a 

new assessment tool which will cnilble them to 

identify barriers and implement solutions for 
more effective collaborations with their 

communities. The Associdtio11 also will introduce 
an expo.ndecl children and youth service 

progr<lm development best pri!Cliccs program 
which it projects \viii be irnple111c11ted by over 

75% of the Junior Leagues within 5 ycMs. Finu.lly, 
the Associo.lion will su 1)porl Junior Leagues in 
incre<lsing lhe number of volunteer hours 

devoted to serving chilclrrn ilnd youth by lOO/o 

~n each of the next .5 years frnrn 600,000 lo 
'380,000. 

,\T&T 

\TliT will provide al lc;1st 100,000 hours of<,\'.· ''·/··:·.:~ 
;nentoring. tutoring, and coaching in 40' , .:.'.(k'<;:f):'\· ;~ 
ornmunities through its AT&T Cares program;'' 

c rovide information to l\VO million families i~?'' :)'.>'·{t 
~up port of the healthy devclo_rr_nen_t of their;~('.'.,.,.,~,/·<~! 
children; direct at least $30 1111111011 m gran~'.~!'d_ :_: 
560 million in product services tmvard 't6tjYe"fting\.;;(1. i) 
;\merica's schools to their.Information :~·,i:\f·:.~fiJ/:\···~.-:::</':'::~ 
Superhighway by the year 200~; and sponsor¢.·>·: ::'\>.;; ~ 
Youth Service of America's Nal1onal Youth":<'::~-· .. ,,., 

Service Day to encourage young people lo · · ~ 

participate in efforts lo improve their ~om- .•. 
munities. AT&T will sponsor the openmg day:,· .. , .. " 

luncheoi1 of the President's Summit on April2R. ''··•:·· 

Bain & Company .... 

Bain &Company is committing SI million from··_. 7:i 

their employee partners to your programs by the 

year 2000. 

BankBoston 

. 13ank13oston \Vil! provide 500 inner city teens 

with o. job, a mentor, and at lcl1sl one volunteer 

in their schools. The bank \viii also provide $2 

million in philanthropic support in the five:'', ..... . 
resource areas. anrl will deploy the 5,000 · ·· <,1.":.:· -A1:><:,'{; 

employee Eagle Corps of volunteers in related 
community service projects. ·. · 

Bank of America/Seafirst 

Bank of J\mcrie<1 volunteers \viii commit to 

completing 1,250,000 hours of volunteers service 

(a 250/o increo.scl by the end of the year 2000 

through the TeilmArnerica volunteer net\\'ork to 

address the go,1ls of the Summit. In addition, 

Scafirsl is committing ;111 aclclitional $1 million in 
r,d11cational scholarsl1ips that \·viii be provided 

through the year 2000. 

. ·. . : . 

.";•:. 

-:·:,._· 

Bell Atlantic and NYNEX Foundations . :.'·.- , 
.• -1:1•.- .... 

13ell Atlantic and NYNEX Foundations commit to·~,.:·:}'.', 
dor1ating al least $100 million over the next "' 
three ycMs tcnvMcl the five focus areas of the ·· · 

Su rn mi t; d or i ;it i 11 g $ I . 'J m ii Ii o 11 toward l he 
I. 

/.:i 
1 .... ·. 



service by lhc ycc1r 2000. Three million children 
could be lhe beneficiaries of lhis multi-million- · 
dollar annual promise. Continental will also '· 
provide technology training to teachers in 5,000 
schools up to$?> million in computers and 
training lo teachers this year alone. 

The Corporatio:-: for National Service 

The Corporation for Nc;tional Service will ask all 
participants in n_ational service programs to 
make the maximum contribution toward 
achieving all five conditions for the success of 
young people, with a special emphasis on the · 
fifth goal of all young people serving. Working 
with the Summit Task Forces for each goal. the. 
Corporatiot1 will: help recruit one million .· 
additional tutors; engage 100,000 students 
through college work-study, and if Congress 
concurs, deploy an additional 11,000 AmeriCorps 
members for America Rea~; enlist 10,000 high 
.school and college students to serve d.t least 100 

hours per year for and with youth in school-age 
care programs; support immunization initiatives; 
work with the new Partnering Initiative on 
Education and Civil Society.to engage high 
school students in service-learning; 'and work to .· 
engage an additional 2 million young people in 
100 hours or more of service each year, 100,000 
additional young people who serve 1,000 hours 
a year through ~blic/private ·partnerships and 
independent, full-time youth corps, and ask 
colleges and universities and students to commit 
at least 500,000 work-study positions to 
community service. 

Costco Wholesale 

Costco Wholesale commits to expanding their 
employee volunteer program in its more than 
200 warehouse and depot operations from 135 
volunteers to 5,000 volunteers. Costco volunteers 
are participating in programs focused on young 
people such as Communities in Schools and. 
Adopt-a-School Fresh Start Backpack program, 
in which school supplies are distributed to 

. ,. ". , ...... ~ . '. - ......... - -·. 

I 

, Jcrn<:11';1ry school children. By the year 2000, the 
program \·viii reach l.00,000 children in 1nore 
than 220 schools. · >:.. · 

council .of Chief State School Officers . j/. 
The Council of Chief Stale School Officers will 4:_::· 
work w.ith states to increase the number that:· , 
include and support service learning as a key; 
:;trategy for· building civic responsibili,ty, . · 
improving .the quality of life in our com-

..... , 
·:-:·'·• 

munities, and im roving academi · ievement 
for all students. Over the next three years, 
CCSSO will provide resources and technical 
assistance to help iii.ore states develop their , . 
policies :and practices, reaching 25 states by the 
vear 2000. 

The Council on Foundations 

The Council will co-sponsor a series of regional 
post-Summit meetings to bring together 
foundation, business, and government 
representatives to plan for fulfilling the goals 
of the Summit. The Committee on Community 
foundations of the Council, on behalf of its 
membership of 400 community foundations, 
pledge to more than double their resources 
(from $12 billion to $25 billion) available to 
meet community needs and will double their 
grantri1aking for children and youth by the 
year 2005. 

Cybermark 

Cybermark \·viii commit to flmding, deploying 
and managing 5 pilot projects which will track a 
young person's use of safe places and provide 
bonus points for rewards. Cards with customized 
text and graphics will be issued to community 
center participants. Terminals will be deployed 
to verify eligibility, update card data and store 
transaction data. Customization and technical 
<;upport services will also be included to bring 
the project from plarming t~ full operation. 



Dayton Hudson Corporation 

Dayton Hudson commits lo a "Weekend of 
Giving," a three-year effort to engage employees 
through its 1.000 stores in projects that 
encourage young people lo get involved in their 
local communities. Dayton Hudson's, Marshall 
fields, and Mervyns stores will recruit 30,000 
young people and tlwir families in service 
projects over a weekend in June. 

Easter Seals 

Easter Seals will develop and expand children's 
early intervention and integrated daycare to JOO 
programs throughout the country over the next 
three years. These programs offer young children 
hands.,-on physical, occupational, and speech­
language thtrapy services and support for their 
families to ensure that children with disabilities 
build the skills to succeed at school. 
Additionally, Easler Seuls will expand its services 
annually to an additional 5,000 children with 
and without disabilities. 

Edelman Public Relations Worldwide 

Edelman Public Relations Worldwide is 
providing both communications and program· . ; 
planning support for The Presidents' Summit for''··' · 
America's Future. It is doing so with a significant 
pro-bono contribution. In addition, to further 
America's Promise - The Alliance for Youth, 
which is the campaign to be launched by the 
Summit Edelman has commited itself to the 
following by the year 2000: 

• An expanded intern program that will provide 
two additional internships for inner-city youth 
in their Washington, D.C, New York and 
Chicago offices located in Atlanta, Dallas, 
Houston, Los Angeles, Sacramento, San 
Francisco and Silicon Valley. 

• A program of pro..:.bono public relations · 
counsel '"'herein each of Edelrnan's U.S. offices, 
each year through 2000, commits to providing.·. 
a nonprofit volunteer or se1vice organizatioi-1 in 
its.-~rea with a program for gathering support · '· 

1"r its efforts to deliver lo young people one · 
or n1ore of lhe live resources targeted by the.· 
President's Summit. 

Elderhostel ; . ~ 

Eldcrhostel commits to engage 15,000 older . 
. .. ~ 

adults, tripling their expected growth, to short~." -- · · "' 
trrm public service opportunities that will 
directly benefit 15,000 young people. 
Elderhostelers will teach or tutor 115,000 

··.:.'.:. 

students per year in elementary, middle, and· · ·· ···· ~· 

high schools. At camps for special children, 
Elderhostelers will mentor and provide one-to-·>· ; 
one attention to an estimated 5,000 young 
people per year. At conservation projects in state· ·· 
<llld national parks, Elderhostclers will work 
;.,gether with 3,000 young people to help · ·· <. -- · ':~ 

in1provc and preserve the environrnent for a · '..' 
safe and healthy future, and will serve with 2,000 
young people in Habitat for Humanity builds. 
And to provide an incentive to senior citizens 
who volunteer for these activities, Elderhostel 
will offer 500 educational scholarships to 
participants in the National Senior Service Corps 
-.d10 volunteer at least 15 hours per week at 
their local elementary schools. 

The Elementary Science 
Education Partners ( ESEP) -----Programs of Emory University and Morehouse 
School of Medicine, over the next three years 
will double the number of ~ldl@te 

. · ludent science partners in elementary school 
classrooms from 150 to 300, providing 3-4 
hours/week of mentoring for a total of 6000 
Atlanta Public School children. ESEP will develop 
an after school/Saturday program of Health 
Science Guides for 1000 elementary and middle 
school children in the Metro Atlanta area, staffed 
by medical, nursing and public health students. 
i~SEP will produce text and video instructional 
materials designed to encourage other 

. educational institutions in Georgia and the 
nation to establish partnerships with schools 
in their own communities. 



-- -----·---·--·------

(E'li Li II y an cl _ ~ ~~~~l~_<!DY~ 
Eli Lilly and Comp,1ny will dedic<lle al least 
80,000 volunteer hours and over $13 million in ··' .· · 
cash and product contributions through the year 
2000 lo highlight the program areas of the 
Summit goals. Specifically, the volunteer hours 
will be directed toward assisting Junior 
Achievement, Scouting and Explorer Troops, Big · .. · 
Brother and 13ig Sisler, and tutoring in business .· 
ar,J science education. Medicines will be · ... ; · · 
donated through the Lilly Cares program to 
needy young people. Additionally, Lilly will 
provide up lo 50 college scholarships through 
the Learning Diabetes Scholarship program and 
Diabetic Summer Camp program. 

The Entertainment Coalition for Education ... 

The Entertainment Coalition for Education, an> 
emerging group of leading entertainment 
industry studios, agencies, companies, artists 
and educators, commits to develop a major 
public awareness cam ai desi ort 

__education initiatives in A.mericd:This two year 
campaign will be launched by the fall of 1997, 
and will ask all citizens to become more 
involved in teaching and learning and will · .· ... 
issue a call to young peOple to help their peers; 
and build stronger schools and communities 
through service. 

EVEREN Securities, Inc. 

EVEREN Securities, Inc. will expand its public 
school tutoring program to 10 cities during the 
1997-98 school year, and to an additional IO . 
cities in 1998-99. These efforts will result in 1,000 
volunteers providing 72,000 hours of corporate 
work-release tutoring during 1997-98, and 2,000 
volunteers providing 144,000 hours during 1998-
99. The volunteers will interact with 35,000 
elementary school children in 1997-98 and 
70,000 in 1998-99. 

. , . 
.. '. 

·. Every Child By Two 

Ev.ery Child By Two will work with 12 cities 
around the United Stales lo promote infant 

'· 

ii~:in1111iz<1tions through the enhancerneM or•:.· 
pubfic/priva1e partnershi1~s, ~defined age~?~'/:<(·:: :k 
with mallaged care organizations, and:techhiealf', ,;_<ii 

;issistance and training lo develop pr~schooh·,;_,:-.c: '>:· 
immunizations at school based health 'cente~~:-.:~::<·- ~? 

.:'.• :~~~~:i<;Y. .. ·.~·. ·::.; ;~ ·,. ·:'.: :~~i·. 
Family .,Service America '.•:iS~~\.;::~':;·>.i', · · .~ 
Family Service America will serve 35,0Cfo :;W(·/'(: · ·'i 
( :1ildren and their parents or primary c'arethk.~r-S · ;. + 
through FAST <Famllies and School~ TOg~th~"r)/a:' .. ·'· · '~ 
collaborative prevention and parental 
involvement program designed to address the 
issues of substance abuse, violence, delinquency, 
and school dropout among children and youth .. 
As a natl·onal partner in the Points of Light · 
"Family Matters" volunteer project, FSA will. 
.:ctivcly involve 500-1000 families in ten new 
pilot programs. :~- ,~· 

Fannie Mae Foundation 

The Fannie Mae foundation vvill support the 
Presidents' Summit for America's Future with a 
$5 million pledge to engage youth in aiding 
liomcless efforts in the \tVashington DC metro 
region over the next four years. In keeping \oVith 
the Presidents' Summit's emphasis on the._ ... · < 

nation's youth, the Fannie Mae Foundation \ivill 
engage 50,000 young people as volunteers to 
reduce homelessness by the year 2000. This 
commitment broJclcns the scope of Help the 
Homeless, an <lnnual effort by the Foundation, 

debraling its 10th anniversary of raising 
dwareness and money for nonprofit 

organizations and community groups that se1ve 
the homeless in the Washington area. 

Farmers' Insurance Group of Companies 

The Farmers' Insurance Group of Companies 
is expanding their American Promise program, 
.1 service-learning program that has been 
operating in 15,000 schools. The program will be 
expanded to 150,000 schools by the year 2000. 
Farmers' Insurance Group has also committed to 
creating the American Promise Foundation and 
will provide SI million to tll<.'. J\incrie<m l'romisc 

-~~-. 



,. 

Education Department 

The Department of Educiltion commits to 
increase ils Su1nrner Reading Partner program ·. ~ 
by increasing lhe volunteer tutors from 300,000 

to 450,000, increasing the number of children·. . . I 
reading over the summer from I million lo 1.5 
million. With the concurrence of Congress, the 

1 
Department plans lo launch 1,000 new after- ., I 
sdwol programs nationwide. >, .·_:. 

Interior Department ·. · · .. ,, 

The National Park Service proposes to allocate·· . 
$1-2 million per year lo expand youth service ... · ·. ! 
opportunities to restore trails and facilities in the t 
national parks. The Department will launch two : I 
internet-based initiatives: the National Junior I 
Ranger program for children aged seven to ! 

eleven, to·slimulate interest, knowledge, and 
career interest in natural resources and the " 
National Park Service Volunteer Opportunity 
System, a nationwide volunteer opportunity 
listing service. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FEMA will offer high school seniors with ·new 
service opportunities through ,1 Spring Break 
Program. 

Veterans ·Affairs '~ 

The Vetemns Affairs Voluntary Service prbgram 
will increase by 500/o the number of student and 
youth volunteers in its facilities, bringing the 
number of volunteers lo 15,000. 

School-to-Work 

The School-to-\tVork program commits lo 
tripling the number of employers in their 
program so that approximately 600,000 

companies have mentoring initiatives, zmd bring 
students and teachers into the 1Yorkpl,ice by the 
year 2001. 

The Peace Corps 

The Peace Corps will triple the number of 
partnerships with teachers i1~ its World Wisc 

·.·f . Schools program which pairs returned Peace 
'.:~ki-~ :, Corps volunteers with teachers in the schools, 

. and will tell 50,000 young people a year about 
service opportunities in the US. 

WU Ill .,. 

. ! 

The Department of the Treasury . 

The Treasury Department comr:nits to teach~~:,;,~.,{>.··-, 
dditional 35,000 elementary and.-iniddle''schO"ol''i•:/:-::··-:t 

a. . .., ... .. . .. . . 
t udents to avoid gangs and violence· thfough'i>'·'> < ''<' ~· 

~he GREAT program and its 2,000 la\.v 1
'• ···/·;>'\'.'.~'·:· >-~ ·: j 

enforcement volunteers. ·' :· ... z,~J. :--'>'.: -~ 

T;ansportation Dep~1~> . • < :'·~~t; 
·r iic Ikpartmenl commits lo eslabli~.!1) .9S~-:J.;~~~:~ ,_:-· ):.·_; 
tuwring, :nentoring and ducatio~ c~~~iS~ .. l.~-~{' ' .·.·-~·.:-:,i 
the Garrett A Morgan Technology c/ : .· ....... ,.,,. ,-~ .; 
Transportation futures Program, to r~ach •.. 
~illion students by the year 2000. 

EPA { 

The Environmental Protection Agency Will><.~:.~,· ; 
launch a .new partnership that will link senior•.< · 

citizens, the fastest growing segment of th~;·, .,:7':' > 
population. to environmer1_~al service, indudirig> 
teaching children ho1-v to protect the health and 
environment of their communities. 

Housing and Urban Development 

HUD \viii expand its Neighborhood Networks 
program to create 500 computer centers in 
.1ssisled or insured housing by the year 2000, 

1110re than doubling ils current program, HUQJs.: · . 
also committing its resources to a partnership\:.· •. 
with the NCAA to support education ca~ps ,. .. 

in four cmpowennent zone/enterprise . 
communities next year, and 25 communities 
by the year 2000. 

OPM 

·1 he US Office of Personnel Management will 

give the federal agencies the personnel lools 
they need lo support federal employee 
participalion in communities service. 

The Selective Service System 

The Selective Service "·ill expand their 
informalion on serving the nation to include 
information on community and national service 

opportunities lhat arise out of the Presidents' •.. 
Summit to the nearly 5,000 men turning 18 years 
old every cloy . 

.·. ··. 

.~ .·· . ._ 
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volunteers, in addition lo direct service such ,1s I 
tutoring. will facilitate the delivery of effective . 
I-lead Start programming. including supervised ·I· 
mentoring relationship \·vith young parents, . ,. 
assisting with health screening. nutrition 
education, and training in effective behavior 
management skills. 

General Electric 

General Electric empioyees will annually 
volt~nteer one million hours in community 
service for our nation's youth - doubling the 
current service of the UGE family." The GE effort 
will be led by Elfun, the comr-any's volunteer 
service organization of 36,000 members in 73 
locations. 

General Federation of Women's Clubs 

The General Federation of \!\'omen's Clubs 
pledges to establish and support volunteer 
tutoring_ and literacy projects in each community 
represented by their 6,500 clubs across the 
country by the year 2000. 

General Mills 

General Mills will commit an incremental $2. I 
million to the Challenge U program to provide ·. 
~cholarship grants awarded to students \·vho stay 
m school and achieve good grades. The program, 
targeted to youth at risk. \viii fund an additional 
700 $2000 awards. It \viii also print the America's 
Promise number, website and message on more 
than 50 million boxes of its Wheaties and Total 
cereals. The company lvill triple its promise to 
mentoring, with over 1000 of its employees and 
family members engaged in mentoring 
relationships by the year 2000. 

Generations United 

Ge~er2tions United \vill commit to dc\'eioping 
an infrastructure to provide training. technical 
assistance and resource-sharing to a minimum 
of 500 agencies of youth and aging organizations 
desirous of developing successful 
inlergencration<il programs lo support children 
<rncl youth. In addition. Gcner,1t1011s l.'11ilcd is 

committed lo advocating for the 1H.:cds of the'·'•: :,."~';.-.;{ :. 
over 1.2 million children b<.'.ing r<liscd qy.:th~~.~~;:-:;;::;{;~; .. ~ 
grandparents. Through the 130 naliona.I :,!l··"~?~"'\~;0!f.'~:~~~~: 
organization members, representing over 70.)~!·.;:.::~6>.:~;~~·~. 
million Americans, Generations United will:lea,dl~.:'.;:~.i~~~~ 
a national effort of children and aging.~: '.·:,;:+':';~.:~~~i·<·:~·~: 
organiza~ions to <ldvocate for publicpolicies;that.;, .. ;._•({,i 

support the health, economic, educatioi1a(~rid:~;::':~··:::~)~J. 
' ..... _ ..... • .... :· ·'·····,l:: ........ _ .. ( ... 

kgal protections for the children and k,,i1~.;wh:o,:;;,j1(;;:;)tfait 
arc raising them. We will develop a p~o~~~~:.~fF.:f.$/.:~.J}} 
electronic dissemination of successfulprograms, ):'0.!~.':;~, 
provide a series of educational forums and . _ ... · ._ · ... 
briefing~ to national and stale policymake~:.:a1~djc: 
work with advocates for children and their -· .. ;. . ,,,;, ~ 

.... :··.·.·.·rt:•:"""· 

grandpare,nts to spearhead the progra1~~. a.~9.·;,,~~:;)~~;\.~,~~~;,,/ 
policy support they need. ;''.,~~ .• ; .... ::·.:(~:}i:;::r\;·~.>~:::; 

. .. . . 

/'.'.?.:• ::. : i::~i.~~-~},~!:i··:Ni.~··.~:-T.fi:.i ~~ 
· 1: ~f ~· ~: ...... ·~ .. ( -:~~ i )~:~~'.~ ... >.{'.~~·-::;~··/s~ ~:·~~· 

The Girl Scouts will dedicate 8.5 million hours .. , . ' 
of community service by scouts beginning this 

Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 

year, their 85th anniversary, and continuing 
through the year 2000. The hours will be 
devoted lo achieving the five resources for, 
and in this case with, America's youth. 

~ _,·-, .. ·'·· 
. . .. : ' . ·' .·.·. : . , ., . ,<.\r . 

Glaxo Wellcome will expand its emplo\;ee:~:~.:·~d:i:.3~c\;;% :, 
voluntcerism to support 300,000 hours'o( :-.~·'."·y-·:'?'·':'-':~·. 
employee volunteer time, wo1th S4 million; : , .'::.. .:f 
focused specifically on tutoring kindergarten .... '.<. /c 
through third grade st udcnts to impro\'e their .: • _._·_ 
~ding skills and enhance their interest in 
·;cience. Glaxo Wellcome will also partner with _ 
AmericalZeads to establish collaborative .· ··( 
agreements between school systems, colleges 
and universities in North Carolina which \viii 
involve 1,000 college students to serve as tutors. 
GW will also donate SI 0 million lo schools and 
organizations that emphasize school-lo-:-work 
initiatives. 

.·,· .. 

,_,. 
·•• .... ~1-~ 

Golden Books Family Entertainment :· , ... <~ ... 4.' <-:<:~;i , . ·-- . - "·'.· ~. .;.,-.. ·::~_,. : 
Golden Books will donate 500.000 books· a year:'.:·:-'.~ >:W''' 
through the year 2000. These books will serve is '•,',:. <C ... 
the foundation for the Golden Gooks Storytelling ~::: 



Hecht's/StrawlJridge 

I-lccht's/Slrawbridge has made a promise 
of $250,000 over four years lo help Big Brothers/ · · 
Big Sisters of America reach its goal to double 
the number of matches by the Year 2001. 
Strawbridge's will focus its activity in 
department store locations in the Mid-Atlantic 
slates with an emphasis in the Philddphia Tri­
Statc region. Strawbridge's will encourage its 
8,000 employees to get involved as mentors at 
13ig 13rothers/Big Sisters local agencies and 
assist 13ig 13rothers/Big Sisters of America in 
its recruitment efforts. 

c;:;t-Pac;v ~ 
Hewlett-Packard w_ill launch a new Diversity 
Partnership 'Initiative, providing more than $4 

\.\ million to kindergarten through twelfth grade 
~ and university partnerships in urban areas that 

are engaging students in math and science. 13y 
the year 2000, Hewlett-Packard has committed to 
provide over 190,000 employee volunteer hours 
and $24 million in cash and equipment to 
kindergarten through twelfth grade schools (an 
increase of 15 percent). 

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 

Between 1997 and 2000, Highmark \\'ill subsidize 
full medical home care for 40,000 children in 
poor working families. This promise is vJlued ill 
$20 million. 

Honeywell, Inc. 

Honeywell, Inc. will mobilize 8,000 cn1ployee 
volunteers, comprising one-fourth of their 
workforce in the U.S., to developing mentoring 
relationships with children in grades cl-12; 
recruit 4,000 volunteers to build affordable 
housing for low-income families; and donate 
10,000 home thermostats to Habitat for 
Humanity. Additicnally, J-loney,vcll, Inc. will 
contribute a total of $20 million lo educational 
programs, one-fourth targeted lo early 

i 

childhood programs including !hose that :\/~"'_:,,)/:·. ~/ 
support a healtl~y st.:11t. Finally. !-!oney,~el};':~'~';r;}~~fj.1;j~; 
engage 1,000 retiree volunteers 111 prog1arns.'>~W~~S~·~· .~;.~ 

:i~;;;;:;,~~~~~n~~~l:~:::~evoti1:!f Jt1iilt~0~ 
following to children's health initiatives'..thr8;Jgh~{!~~::;t\::{ 

........... ·" ' .. •· 

;he year 2000; in one hundred cities>vo~li~teefS/~.~H{<·;~~.' 
will devote <;me million manhours in orderitb:f;?~t(+'.i't>:X:\ 
reach three million children through dcior'"'.'to~<·. ?~''.:i';· · ~:: 
door canvassing to identify at-risk children,:<'\;>:\·->'< 

r:;~~£~~~~:;~~i~~~~~~~:i1~l·~;~~cer{f" :i:i'.ii~~.J 
Houston Reads. :./· <,'\~:;~;:, .~~>;c;·. 
The Houston Reads Commission, a coali'tior'tc>f/:: ;:,,. 
civic leaders, citizens groups, and national and•. 
community service programs, commits to recruit 
20,000 new volunteers for children and family 
literacy. This effort will quadruple the number of · 
.literacy volunteers currently serving the . · 
children of Houston, Texas. 

Hugh O'Brian Youth Foundation . · ··· .... ·· ·,> 
The HughO'Brian Youth Foundation'·Wiif".: . .-z:,.:;\~}:>Ji{\; ... 
implement a service component in their . . . 
leadership development seminars, for the first • 
time in their history, asking the 14,000 ,· ·' ·. · · 
sophomores who attend lo undertake a · · 
community service project requiring a minimum 
of 100 hours. This effort vvill result in at least 
1,400,000 volunteer service hours each year. To. 
step up efforts to help young people realize the 
personal and social benefits of volunleerism and 
service, 1-1013Y will create $1,000,000 in 
Community Service Scholarships over the next 
five years, to be f uncled half by corporations and 
half by participating colleges and universities. · 

IBM 
IBM has committed through its Team Tech ·· ;:;:,: 
Volunteer program to provide technology and (,. 
technicd services to over 2.500 he,1lth and 



to <1l least 1100 youth volunteers; and commit to 
provide each of their newly recruited youth 
leaders \Vith mentors in their own communities. 

<·lllploycc volunteer inilic1tive. McGraw Hill will 
,ilso donate $1 million of ad space in McGraw; .... ·.· 
Hill publications, including Business Week; to 
Su1nmil organizers to help promote mentc>ring .. 
and other youth development. as well as .· \;. .. 
develop a new employee volunteer initiativ~. ;, .· 

Maryland Youth Service Action Committee 

Maryland Youth Service Action Committee will 
develop in Lhe twelve months following the 
Summit. a statewide network of 300+ youth 

j .=-~; . .::;. :· ..... ' 

: c~51:,partnership with leading US ed~~MioJ:xt., service and icader~hip organizations across 
Maryland and encourage each of these to adopt, 
community service as part of their mission. . . . · .. I 

McDonalds - Ronald McDonald 
House Charities 

McDonalds - Ronald McDonald House Charities. · 
commits $100 million in grants over the next . 
five years t6 continue their mission of providing 
comfort and care to children and families. : ·•· 
Ronald McDonald House Charilies makes grants 
to thousands of national and local children's 
programs including Ronald McDonald Houses. 
The $100 million promise will fund programs 
thnt address serious issues such as preventing 
child abuse, youth suicide, substance abuse and 
much more. They will also reach deep into local 

I 
I 

I 

I 
! 
I 

I. 

communities across the nation through gra.n,tsto .. 
programs such as barrier~fre,e playground_sla~d \/,)·'· .. ( · · 
unique educational opportunities for inner city · 
youth. The promise is a full team effort, .made 
possible thanks to the generous support of Lime 
and money from McDonald's customers, 
franchisees and suppliers, and individual and 
corporate donors, who arc the lifeblood of the 
org;rnization. 

McGraw Hill 

McGra\\' Hill commits to launching a new 
philanthropic initiative to provide economic and 
business information to the classroom through 
a combination of cash, product donation and 
volunteer involvement. McGraw Hill.will 
sponsor teacher training and dassro()m • . f··\ 
educational activities in ten cities, contributing 
$500,000 in software and $1 million in cash.: .. 
co11tributions. McGraw Hill will develop a new.·' 

·, 
I 

.... 

organizations (National Endowment for thi·''~~;\:: · ·:·( 
Humanities, the American Association for.the '. 
Advancement of Science, the National Council~_:' .. '· ·. ·. ·.~ 
on Economic Education, and the Council of .the · , 
Great City Schools), will bring Intemet-1Jas.~ ;. ·.· ., 
learning lo classrooms across America in all 
core academic disciplines from science· and .. ~~· ........ . 
mathematics to economics and the humani_ti .. es.-.· . > .· 

This partnership, with a cash grant from MCI 
of $1.1 million, offe~s up lo 8 million students, 
teachers and parents specially tailored Web sites, 
customized search engines, teacher training. and 
teacher/student interactive materials. MCI has 
donated MCIFAXREPLY services for the Summit 
and has cont_ributed a toll free 1-888 55YOUTH 
number between now and the Summit to help 
secure more promises for America's youth. , . 

MTV 

MTV will launch a new on and off air pro-social 
campaign entitled UYou Are Here." Focused .on. 
themes of community service and personal 
responsibility, the channel will commit on-air 
programming time and will partner with its 
cable affiliates to involve its 62 million viewers 
on a more grass roots level. In line with MTV's 
"Choose or Lose" campaign, which devoted more 
than I 00 hours of programming, valued at $72 
million, "You Are Here" will use concerts, 
promos, ne\\'s and special events to speak 
directly with its audience about personal 
involvement and responsibility. Through outside 
partnerships and 800 numbers, we will provide 
our viewers v\'ith the information necessary to 
become active members of their communities. 



75,000 young people 'viii improve their chances 
of developing marketable skills through effective 
education. 

(National Council of Negr~ . ~ 
The National Counol of Negro Women will 
mobilize its 36 national affiliates and 250 
community-based sections to deliver the five 
resources for young people including: deploy 
150,000 individuals to provide one-on-one 
mentoring and tutoring relationships; provide 
specialized training and internships, especially to 
stimulate interest and skills in math ·and science; 
encourage family volunteering as a part of the 
Black family Reunion Celebrations all across the 
country; am;! hold Leadership Round Tables in 
twenty cities to address issues which impact the 
lives of families and communities. 

National Council on Economic Education 

The National Council on Economic Education 
will increase the number of active volunteers 
from I ,000 to 2,500 by working with local 
programs on community outreach programs. 
Volunteers will help with teacher training and 
follow up for economic education: Additionally, 
through its ongoing programs, NCEA will reach· 
an additional 250,000 children per year with 
effective economic education - thereby reaching 
an additional one million young people by the 
year 2000. 

National Council of Volunteer Centers 

The National Council of Volunteer Centers 'viii 
commit the Volunteer Centers that arc members 
of the Point of Light foundcilion to develop 400 
new collaborations, on new or cxpondcd youth 
initiatives, connecting one million young people 
with caring adults and/or with the opportunity 
to serve. 

Tile National Court Appointed 
special Advocate Association 

The Nation ill Court Appointed Special Advoc:·~le' · 
Association will recruit 35,000 newvolunte<.~rs':-_' 

and increase reprcsc11li1lion of ,1buscd and -.' 
neglected children over the next five yeors by>' · 
205,000:· The CASA and volunteer Guardian :ad· 
(item network - currently more thall'38,000 :, 
volunteers .,.,_ "viii expand to more thah 175 new 
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communities. ' ·".t.<, ~-; ·"' .. . . ~~~-~ 

'.·i:. ·. 

National Crime Prevention Council -

: .• I!._, 

' '-

The National Crime Prevention Council will ... -= 

create the online Crime Prevention Resource f. > · <); 

Center, with support from the Allstate 
Foundation, to serve as an electronic commu1~ity · ·.· ,,. 
resources center for victims arid communitiesr<·• > »)i 

hurt by crin1e. ·rhe resource \·viii feature ..... · ·.-.:~.:~·~:~·~· --~.-:_..~.~ 

educational games and activities for children, 
materials and best practices for odults \vho \vork 
with youth, and training on neighborhood 
action to prevent crime. The NCPC is also 
committing lo enroll 100,000 more youths in 20 
new sites in its Youth as Resources program, 
which helps young people design and carry out 
service projects that address social programs,/. .. 
resolve community issues, and improve their:.:.:::.- ' 
communities. In partnership with Ameritech, the 
Council will hold a national conference on 
preventing crime to share with mayors, police 
chief.s, citizen practitioners, youth, and others the 
best and latest information on programming lo 
make communities safer and more vital. Also, 
Radio Shack will give out more than 30 million 
crime prevention brochures, will host four 
satellite trainings per year, and will provide the 
videotape to the public free of charge. 

National Education Association-Retired 

The National Education Association-Retired \Viii 
expand its programs by the year 2001 to help 
teach over 50,000 youth lo read independently 
by the end of the third grade; to involve over 
100,000 youth in intergenerational and 
rncnlorship programs in al least 30 states; to 



young people in ";it-risk" situ,1lions so th.:it they 
may reach th<.'.ir fullest academic potential. This 
promise represents a doubling of their 
mentoring rclalionships. 

One to One/National Mentoring 
Partnership, Inc. 

One to One/National Mentoring Partnership, Inc. 
will help the nation forge two million new 
mentoring relationships over the next fr_,e years. 
In addition, One to One will support national 
and local leaders who have already made 
mentoring a priority and mobilize others to do 
the same. Its goal is to educate Americans and 
their organizations about responsible mentoring 
and what tl~ey can do to. make it available to 
every child in this country. It will serve as a 
resource to mentoring initiatives nationwide, 
and will teach children how to find caring and 
trustworthy adults to mentor them, and adults 
how to connect with opportunities to mentor 
children. 

Operation Hand In Hand 

The 30 chapters of this organization will provide 
free hand care -:: surgery., rehabilitation, and 
therapy - to 20,000 children with acquired or 
congenital hand defects by the year 2000. 

Optional Health Care 

Options Health Care will create stipended 
internships for 300 at-risk youth in its eight 
service centers across the country and Puerto 
Rico, which manage behavioral health care 
services for Medicaid and other public sector 
consumers. These interns will receive training, 
experience, and exposure to a working 
environment in a field which is a growing 
segment of the economy. 

PacifiCare Health Systems 

PacifiCare Health Systems is committing to 
providing basic medical screenings, 
immunizations, medical and dental care to two 
i'ni!lion uninsured and under-insured children 

.. :._. _: .. ·:.· .... 

t~~;::,~"2~i~.i.;~~~iii/: :.-- .-·-; 

iP .11-risk co111111u11itics. lhcse services are valued 
;ii 111orc than $SO million. In addition, PacifiCare 
is cornrnilling $3.25 million lo improving: 
cllilclhood health education. 

The Partnering Initiative 
on E~uc~tion and Civil Society . , .. ,. . 

. ·.•. 

America's leading education associations'and;:.~ .·· 
:)rganizations, representing 106,000 schools/'~- ·. .. :; 
colleges, and. universities and approximately' 64 · . 
million students arc launching a ten year 
campaign to revitalize American classrooms and . · 
communities by involving students in ulearn and· 
serven programs in more than one million non­
profit neighborhood organizations. Millions of. ·. · 
students will be learning by serving as • . 
volunteers in non-profit and community . 
programs including environmental protection, 
care of senior citizens, vvorking with the 
homeless and disabled, tutoring, historic 
preservation, and the arts. The coalition is 
establishing I 0,000 partner schools to serve as 
resource centers to move the nation's students 
into community service, citizen-education, and 
cha_racter education programs. Partners include 
Comn-iunities in Schools, Campus Compact, ·.·· . 
National Association of SeconFy School · · · 
Principals, National Association of Elementary 
School Principals, Council of Chief State School .. 
Officers, The National Youth Leadership Council, 
The Community Service Learning Center, the 
Department of Education, the Association for 
Supervision Jnd Curriculum Development, the 
Foundation on Economic Trends, The Closeup 
Foundation, the Corporation for National Service, 
the Constitutional Rights Foundation, Council of 
Chief State School Officers, American Association 
of eveq1thing in the world and then some, etc.). 

G~~ 
i>fizer, Inc. has made a promise of $5 million to 
promote the health and wellness of children 
through the year 2000. To support a commit­
ment lo J healthy start at home, Pfizer will 
provide $1 million in philanthropic grants to 



health-care nonprofits for which its employees 
and families volunlccr. 1\,vo million dollars in 
children's medicine will be provided free of 
charge through a network of 350 commu11ity­
based health centers. Also, $2 million will be 
donated to support organizations that promote 
health and wellness, and provide access lo 
health care for young people, To support the 
development of marketable skills, Pfizer will 
build math and science fundamentals by linking 
schools in all of the company's 17 domestic 
locations and in its 10 locations worldwide. 
Pfizer scientists will serve as tutors as well as 
-provide guidance for those seeking careers in 
math and science. 

·PFLAG 

Parents, Famhies and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays is committed to significantly increasing safe 
places and local support for gay, lesbian; 
bisexual and transgendered youth und their 
parents, friends, and family members by 
expanding their programming to 500 
communities across the United States by 2002. 
This promise represents 100 new communities 
and O".'.er 10,000 families currently not served by 
PFLAG volunteers. PH.AG is also committed to 
working with youth services providers and 
agencies to help them meet the needs of al-risk 
sexual minority youth in programming and 
services, offering family-to-family training in 
a minimum of 50 additional cities by the 
year 2002. 

The Pillsbury Company 

The Pillsbury Company, headquartered in 
Minneapolis is launching "Caring Adults and 
Kids," a comprehensive commitment lo help 
economically disadvantaged young people build 
and sustain relationships with caring adults. The 
Pillsbury Company will direct $1.75 million in 
grants to mentoring organizations in 1997 alone. 
In addition to funding, Pillsbury volunteers '"'ill 
·provide 50,000 hours of quality one-lo-one 
~~~t~ring to 250 young people in ten 
communities across the U.S. through their ne'"' 

I 
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School-Plus Mentoring program, a partn~rsh~p. O.. •· 

between Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Am.:nc~ .. :·Xgt1/ ..... , -~ -~;: 
elementary schools, and the company. ·:t• _: . . :·v· :,r '. · · 

·•... . . . _t-'.~._);._; . .'. . • :~-~i 

. ' . , ... 
Pitney Bowes ·/ ·.·-··>.-:· ··~ ·.-'' 'T 

Pitney Bowes has made a comprehensiv~,>\:···;;:.(/' ··. ·~, 
commitment to cover all five goals oft~~ 't! .':.~r~ .. ·· .. -· · ·" 
Summit They will increase their cmplOy,esP\!f~::·/:>:' · · ·· '.: 
,·olunteer activities through a global day:·:9f.'-i::{~ ;.:: · ·. · .. ·. Y 
employee ser:vice to help in particular"t~·e::'south ·~,· · ' · •· ·-: 
End Neighborhood Revitalization Zone m • .. · 
Stamford, Connecticut They are also donating· -·~ 

over $4 million worth of real estate of non-pr()fit ·:: :,: 
organizations for economic revitalizatio~: In·~<<>'~( . .\ 
addition, they are .giving a $100,000 stai::~up ·~·!~:;\:):'·Y · · · .. ~ 
grant for a local Success By Six program:,as:well: '. > .;. 
,1s developing a Student Advisory Council-:wh~ch.,,.--, : 
will give students ·a chance to design a · :i•;'</X' .::.· ·· · · 

marketable skills program. 

The Points of light Foundation 

The Foundation has made three commitments in 
support of the Summit/ Alliance: · 
• To continue to build the Connect American 

coalition to achieve its goalof 10 million 
Americans "committing to connect" in ,~h~ · .?~~L,0.->; '_) 
next five years. : . ·.. . .... 

• To engage 150,000 families in volunteer, .. · . < .· · 

activities nationwide including the creatIOn · 
of a Family Matters site in the nation's . . . 
capital; and, . .- ··· 
To work in partnership with selected national 
entities to coordinate development of a 
training/technical assistance....QJnsortii1m that ·. 
will respond to new demands growing out of 
the Summit/ Alliance effort. 

Procter & Gamble 
Procter & Gamble will increase financial support 
for the Cincinnati K-12 initiative by $3.3 million, 
provide $50 million in support for U.S. · 
educational institutions and programs, create ·. 
5,000 jobs for youth in Greater Cincinnati, ~nd 
involve 4,000 employee/retiree volunteers m· 
~12 education and youth service activities by 
the year 2000. 

~~.r: ·. ';?~ 
·.··. _:.~. 



Discussion Paper: The National Partnership for Math Achievement 
REVISED DRAFT -- June 2, 1997 a.m. 

This paper proposes the basic framework for a new national partnership focused on raising U.S. 
math achievement and preparing students for the national 8th grade math test. It also describes 
some of the initiatives that such a partnership could undertake. The paper is intended to capture 
previous discussions and t91~J!t!'~~t9:~}?.h~*~Y.;~~~~e~.~th~t.sti,H: mµsrbe)resoJ~~Q~some of which 
are broken out and highlignte'cl HoW'eve(alFfeature!h)fthifdescriptidh should"be considered 
subject to improvement. 

Overview 

The National Partnership for Math Achievement will bring states and local school districts 
together with the mathematics and science community, business, higher education and federal 
agencies in a national effort to improve math education and prepare students for the national test 
in 8th grade mathematics in 1999 and beyond. S~Q);8:i'Hf.fi!@}§.fiip;~i.s.·ne~de·Ci~tcr¢\¢yafo:tlJ.e§ 
!irlt>ffilita!JS:iilnatio'ltaiiy~:6rfo~ii1 .. a9hlev~meni,'. to ·t>1~1ae1 ci'~~r· ~fn~S'-rti:·infertrt~al'ne·g\~~of 
1iie~nfilf~~~ry_· ~arta'TtliertJ<tcORffi6uie1<fettoffnorais~iilllitracillet.effierff,-.to 
~-...,.,,_"':;"°"or?.~~~~~....-.,. ............ ~--~-.----='t.: ~~·'£L' ~~"'-""''·.·J.i.~.:--~·1~~~-iiT'!' ...... _._,.~--;."· '--,;·5-"'"r-V"'di:;:i-rr.-~v:" · '1·· ,_,,.. ~~'f>·~ ...... -:""1 'ff 

~,11f0Y~a~-s~~,2,~no~inteiiSi!)'..-naiionalt~1l~0lo"Cal:eff6nS:tOJihlpfu~11teaueaticin;;:an,p 
·1R~W9~~;~lj

1

ip.;B:!y4f6,c4,s~such~activities ofi the critical task of p_~ep~~-ing. students to meet national \i 

sfancfards ii:i:-'8th grade math1 The Partnership will f0cus:.OrfissU"es;ii1'Clu'ding: l'i> 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

14: ·,~· . 

··~r0··:1···:· ·, .• :.V':··;·~,·:'f.:¥ ...... . ·,.·:··~-r-- ·· , · · ·· F 
Rewarding and promoting excellence in math teaching; 

Developing and distributing higif~qt1iWf irlstrii21fo'if~f"m~terials/" 

. ... .,...,..,,ll<i"''\i''I •";'·.,:.-. , . -:~ ... ,.., ....... ,._. r; · ... · .... . , '-'''.. If 
Pf9,·~}-.'!~PB·'8:P.P~rtunities for students to )l~.~~Q.taB'6uftnath at ho1i1e, ·after school~ arid duririg 
the•summers; ~ 

Promoting public awareness of the j~p'.§:~~ft'q~~~ofih~ifi .. ~6hle~ement: ./ 

Membership and Organization 

The National Partnership will serve as an tfrtiWt~ffa·organfiaf,ibn, providing a framework within 
which participants will undertake activities atthe ri~~f:§f'i~'.:aha~focai"levtfl to raise U.S. math 

'. . 

achievement. Membership in the National Partnership will be open to a broad array of national, 
state and local organizations. ~';t&,(le{ofi9'rganiiatforis expected to participate include: 

l·~r..1i1~11·~'\.-l.:. ":• ·. . . ;'!) ,·. 0 

• States (including governors, chief state school oflicers, and state boards of education) 

• School districts (including mayors, superintendents, and teachers' unions) 

• Math and science community (including national organizations such as the National 



Academy of Sciences/MSEB, professional societies (e.g. engineers), existing state math 
and science coalitions,, etc.) 

• Business community (NAB, NAM, BRT, Chamber of Commerce, high-tech CEO's, etc.) 

• Higher education (ACE, individual colleges and univesities, education schools, etc.) 

• Education organizations (NCTM, CCSO, NSBA, AASA, AFT, NEA, etc.) 

• Federal agencies (ED, NSF, NASA, DOE, DOT, NSA and others) 

Issue: An ;mportant considering in organizing the Partnership is where the support 
structure would reside, who would provide leadership, and how it would be staffed. 

to:1f'W'~' ~~~1 

!fd...Q.~fitloj// Some options include: a) within the Departme111, NSF; or some comNnation 
thereof; b) within an existing organization, such as the Academy of Sciences, perhaps 
under contract; c) formation of a new non-profit, such as the We?fare-to-Work 
Foundation. 

!iJ.rg~~f.'{~ip~l It would be ideal to ident(fy someone who could provide a day-to-day 
leadership role for the Partnership analogous to the role that Carol Rasco plays for 
America Reads--sumebody with stature who would be well-received within the math and 
science community. 

SJj_pfff/ffjJWherever the organization is housed, from the minute it is announced, 
dedicated staff needs to be available to provide information to prospective members and 
the public, to provide a point of contact for confirmed members, insuring that they 
receive a regular stream of information, and to encourage and track the activities of 
partners. If the Partnership is housed within a federal agency, some support could be 
attained via detailees from other agencies. 

The Partnership will have a I 0 to 20 member national steering committee, with initial membership 
comprised ofleading representatives of key organizations, business supporters, and federal 
agencies, as well as distinguished math educators, willing to commit substantial efforts and 
resources to the Partnership and willing to take lead roles on specific activities. 

Issue: should we also include reps of states or school districts that have made an e{itly"rf 
s'Bl!Jm~f.!Pl~rtl!i&Ttf/Prtaiif/flCii:l~iis?/ All such states? . ._,:Y.,,/ . 

Task forces of the Partnership will be organized to acknowledge and capitalize on the different 
interests and capacity of different members. These task forces may be comprised of specific 
classes of members (e.g. business members, local educators, federal agencies and so on) or may 
include multiple classes organized to carry out specific par1nership activities (such as improving 
teacher preparation, summer math, or mentoring). 



Issue: would we want to 1?J.'!if.fil!~'.~Bff!.g;c?J;ff!P~~"'1~~k'jorces"O~·'ihe jrotii enJ. and ask 
prospective members which one(s) they would like to join? Or assign them automatically 
based on their commitment to participate in specific initiatives? 

~.. -~:t"'.....,,..!"'$,."I ., ~;; t ··r-<-~._~, ...... '";\':"· ':t\1"···"'· ··:ip:-

m:mail~anClffaX'.ftleiW&rt§l'~,,:Jt'Jt'irais"sefulnad'on 'sfrat~gies will be used to keep participants up to 
date on partnership activities and to help participants communicate with each other. National, 
regional or state conferences may be organized to focus on specific issues or initiatives. 

The Partnership will also have a:bigb~profiJ'eilfon'Ora~cliai~who will help get out the word about 
the urgency of improving our nation's math instruction. 

Membership Requirements 

In order to join the National Partnership, all participants will be asked to make two types of 
~c<fmmifments :~~ 
11.:<'& • .,;Z~~,. lf 

1. ~ge-n:ersll~~l?.t~n1rtmfff~~1'1>~1rtfillt~
1

::151~<l~e"'t9!f. 
~1t~:i!:IC.~U'"''•' -

• work to raise public awareness of the importance of mathematics as a critical skill for 
citizenship and success in postsecondary education and the 21st century economy; 

• work to improve mathematics education; and 

• provide support and encouragement for students to achieve at higher levels on local and 
state math assessments, as well as the national 8th grade math test. 

Issue: Are these the right general commitments? Will they encompass the il71erests and 
capacity of all potential members.? 

Issue: Does it make sense to make support.for the 8th grade test an absolute requirement 
for affiliating? For all members or just states and school districts? 

II. A more sl®ffi~~~~Wiw~ii"~if@~ritJb actively participate in at least one particular National 
Partnership ·initiative. 

Issue: Alternatively, partners could be given the option qf committing to a se(f-defined 
activity that is consistent with the overall purposes (?f the Partnership (mme partners may 
have ongoing activities that we would want lo count as a part £?{the national e.ffort). 

Issue: Do we want to require partners--or a subset of partners--to make a commitment to 
participating in some form of a) reporting on their activities, orb) participating in 
meetings or other gatherings? 

Partnership Activities 



A small, focused list of initiatial activities will be announced at the time the National Partnership is 
rolled out; additional activities can be added as the Partnership grows and matures and as the 
national tests near. As a core set of partners is recruited in preparation for the roll-out, ED and 
NSF will discuss with them a tentative set of activities; the initial set would be finalized based on 
their feedback. Initial activities are expected to include: 

• A nationa~!¢'~dr~,~~mpaigi11to promote the importance of strong math 
achievement; 

Principal participants: business partners, math and science community, education 
organizations, federal agencies. 

Issue: how would this add to/differ.from previous or planned activities such as 
Math is Power or NClM campaign? 

• A nationwide effort to reward and promote excellence i~~j~~re[cnlfigf'focusing on pre­
service, in-service, and teacher certification activities; 

• 

Principal participants: states and school districts; higher education; math and 
science community; education organizations; business partners. 

A f~1fW{iriJifi~~~fi~~~~i:~i~i~~~.:~o begin in the summer of 1998) to build on and 
complement the Department of Education's successful Read*Write*Now program; 

Principal participants: math atid science community; federal agencies; business 
partners; school districts. 

Principal participants: math and science community; federal agencies; school 
districts; education organizations. 

• Formation of J~raffi¢Q'td'?Tng·'H~fworK'SJallowing students to get skilled guidance on 
• •• -:,.\.;..:-... t.i.:Q; • c. ··•··' <'_,.J: . ~ . ~ 

• 

challenging math problems; 

Principal participants: math and science community; business partners; federal 
agencies; higher education. 

An initiative to help students ar~W,fcorifie~H8ns·1between:1:ffiaill"'lh'the .. ~ia~sro~~ -~na· ~ath .it 
• ....... l'~- .. -1'(,'~'·1-··· ., ·- -:::;.-., '·'·' ·' .• 

ttne~W,orlCplace'.\ ·y 

Principal partipants: math and science community; business partners; federal 
agencies. 



• An".;;11f~f~ffty!i~ff8rtfto focus educational activities and resources more keenly on helping 
students achieve national standards in math. 

Principal participa111s: federal agencies; math and science community; education 
orgm1izations. 

• A national effort to?f~fij}:j~a11re'gfofi'tii(rWiiifiem~tfcS.:~ifC:f¢.§/.net:Wor~.Wthat would engage in 
regular periodic discussions of a series of math problems and how they illustrate the 
standards, and discuss/promote the importance of math for future education and work 
options. 

Principal participants: school districts; education organizations; math and 
science commu11ity; higher education. 

Issue: This seems like too ma11y activities, al least initially, and there may be others that 
would most effectively cany out the pmposes of the partnership and draw upon the 
strengths of members. 'if:h"flt'!SffiflfllJWllifth'i1rlt1f}'p;~i1l'Fitfi's? ~ 

Issue: Does there 11eed to be a11 activity .~pec(ftcally focused on developing l:iJ'kh1FJi?ii:ij:~~'1} 
':f~i~i,~fNJff~What would this email? 

Issue: Should there be something more focused on drawing connections between lfighf.ir~ 
edzftailOl.r,1'[f e(Je}Clt!tijefi'ct1~~d~"/[;?tfieHtf?.aPilik1Nn:g 1vltnfl!Ocatkt1 i'sch'doif topt61Jfa~ .. , 
s11fififif/ifi!':il!ff/i~~t&ff'ffa1/ni~/[~1'Jftfy7/t?0m-r"'refd,:';;7''tic.tilHii~s~? Again, wh~i' 
would this entail? 



A National Partnership to Improve Math Education 
DRAFT -- May 13, 1997 

The National Partnership for Math Achievement will bring together the math and science 
community, businesspeople, and local educators in support of a national campaign to improve 
math education. Federal agencies concerned with improving math performance will be another 
important part of the partnership. The National Partnership will serve as an umbrella organization 
sponsoring a variety of activities directed at raising U.S. math achievement. Initial activities are 
expected to include a summer mathematics initiative (to begin in the summer of 1998) to build on 
and complement the Department of Education's successful Read*Write*Now program; a 
telementoring network allowing students to get skilled guidance on challenging math problems; an 
initiative helping students draw connections between math in the classroom and math in the 
workplace; and a nationwide drive to boost awareness of the importance and excitement of math. 

All participants in the National Partnership will make a broad commitment to helping and 
encouraging young people to improve math achievement; partners may also be asked to make a 
specific commitment to get involved in one of the initial areas of partnership activity. The 
Partnership will have a 10 to 20 member national steering committee, with initial membership 
comprised of leading representatives of key organizations, business supporters, and federal 
agencies, as well as distinguished math educators. The broad umbrella of the Partnership may 
include a small number of specific classes of members (including business members, local 
educators, federal agencies and so on) and task forces focused on leading specific activities (such 
as the summer math project or the mentoring initiative) and sharing helpful information, but 
membership in the partnership will be open equally to organizations both large and small, national 
and local. The Partnership will also have a high-profile honorary chair who will help get out the 
word about the urgency of improving our nation's math instruction. 
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April 28, 1997 ROUGH DRAFT 

Presidential Leadership on Improving U.S. Math and Science Education 

Today, in a White House ceremony honoring America's top elementary and middle school math 
and science teachers, Education Secretary Richard Riley and National Science Foundation 
Director Neal Lane presented President Clinton with an action strategy for lifting the nation's 
math and science achievement The President endorsed the strategy and directed Riley and Lane 
to work with the math and science community, states, school districts, and other federal agencies 
to carry out the plan. 

The President also immediately took three steps in response to the strategy. First, he announced a 
private competition for a new generation of middle school math textbooks and materials that 
would match the high expectations of the new voluntary national test of 8th grade mathematics. 
Second, he announced that the Department of Education and NSF would establish a world wide 
web site allowing classroom teachers to conveniently access high quality instructional units in 
math and science. Finally, he announced the formation of a new public-private partnership that 
will conduct a nationwide campaign to improve middle school math achievement, with XXX as its 
spokesperson. 

An Action Strategy for Raising Achievement in Math and Science. Prepared in response to 
a March presidential directive, the action strategy was developed by an inter-agency working 
group led by the Department of Education and the National Science Foundation, with input from 
outside partners. The strategy places a strong focus on middle school mathematics, a critical 
gateway to college and further learning, and is designed to help students prepare for the voluntary 
national test in 8th grade math, which will be given for the first time in 1999. 

The strategy includes specific steps for mobilizing federal and non-federal resources behind four 
key objectives: improving teaching: getting more challenging materials into the classroom; 
harnessing the latest technology; and stengthening public and student understanding of the 
importance of mastering mathematics. Some highlights of the action strategy include: 

• Using Federal programs to foster closer ties among school districts, colleges of education, 
and math and science faculties to insure new teachers are ready for real-world classrooms; 

• New products that states and local school systems can use to compare their instructional 
practices with those used in high performing countries and outstanding U.S. districts; 

• A new guide to selecting high quality math and science instructional materials; 

• Support for performance-based teacher certification that stresses subject matter and 
pedagogical expertise; 

The President endorsed the action strategy and asked Secretary of Education Richard Riley and 
NSF Director Neal Lane to take the lead in implementing the strategy. 



A Presidential Challenge on High-Quality Textbooks. The President announced that a private 
consortium headed by X, and with members including Y and Z, would hold a nationwide 
competition for the development of a high-quality middle school math textbook and related 
materials that would allow students to master challenging material and succeed on the 8th grade 
tests. The competition would be funded by the X foundation. The President stated that he will 
invite leading textbook publishers to the White House to review the findings of TIMSS and other 
studies and to challenge them to take part in this vital national effort. 

A Web Site to Help Teach Math and Science to High Standards. The President announced 
that the Department of Education and NSF would establish a joint world wide web site enabling 
classroom teachers to use a simple, yet powerful search tool to conveniently access proven quality 
instructional units geared to high standards in math and science. 

A National Campaign to Improve Middle School Mathematics. President announced the 
formation of a nationwide partnership to help prepare students for the national test in 1999. The 
partnership will be led by A, and will include many agencies, including X, Y, and Z. The 
President was accompanied by the new national spokesperson for the effort, , who has 
agreed to host town hall meetings and travel the country for the next two years, discussing the 
importance and excitement of mathematics. 



HOW THE ACTION STRATEGY WILL HELP IMPROVE 
Mhl'H AND SCIENCE ~UCA TION 

March 6, l !>97 

The working group led by the Dcparuncnt of Education and the 1'f ational Science Foundation (NSF) will 
identify Md recommend kriy strategics 1br coord:iml.ing federal rcsoun.-c:s to help states an:l school diJtricts 
upgrade traching and lea.mJ.og in math. as well 2$ in ~ience. For example::, the workin.i ~up c;ould 
rocommond ... 

Euy Access to Rc:iourccs ror 'l'CHching f.o Hieh St.andanls: 

• An casy·access joint Department of Education - NSF Internet site ~ tc:aohm could so to set 
cha.nengins, classroom-tested instructional units or materials that are linked to natiooal standards. 

Spreildirte the Word on Be3t Practices: 

• A strategy for produoing anct <lisswtinatillg products (such as videos and CJ)..ronis that compare 
clas11n)Qm ~hins appf'OAC.he11 in tho U.S •• GcnNui:r And JApM) thl\t .stat.» Cl.tad~ .sobocl 
systt;m5 could u.s~ to comparo their instructiowil prllctiees with thooo used in higb..parforming 
countries and outstanding districts in the U.S. · 

Prepnring Teal!hers for World-Cl.a$sr 'l'ea.ching and Lenrning; 

• A plan for~ Dcpartmcllt of E.du.cation 8Ild NSF programs to foster c1ose.r coltal>Qnition among 
school dlstrl~. collcgc:i of cducat.ion, nnd math 11.Ud science faculties to illcorpomto the insights of 
TIMSS and enrure that teachors graduating from prl'>-9crvioo prognuns arc prepared to e>cecJ. in 
real classrooms. 

• A privately-funded, natiomvido competition for the development of a high-quality middle school 
math mxtbook that embodies the high Jtandards of tha national exam. 

A Public Service Crunptllgn Linldn~ Ao.dcmic Pcrfarmtmce With Wotk Succes5: 

• A lligbly visible, nationwide: publio servioe campaign that would holp pnI'CIIlts and c:hildn::o 
uadersblld tho ri;a.l-world importnnce of b4al~ 1Wd advanced rn~th nnd soiattoo skills for sucaos11 in 
the"2l$l: Century economy. 

Crcatfug a New Partnersblp for Mntlt ttnd Science Learnllli 

• A new partnership amon~ fbdcral agencies. laboratories, ]ljght:SI' ~ucation. 3nd community· 
organi.7.ations to promot.e greater involvttrumt of prof~iOttals with stroog math omd science 
~kgroun.d! in c:onsultiDg with tea.chors tO help srud~ H.I1d pataUS understand tho roal-'Wtlrld 
applications of what ~tudents arc:: le:irning. 

Fot1teri1tt Community Schools that Promote Math Excellence 

• . ncv~lop principle!! for new eommunity schoots focusing M m11.rl1 i.l\ruuction ge:ired to ~ 
stnndards with after-school, wedcend awl SUil1Il1t:r prOSTatnS ta enricll cl.assroon\ leaming, stroos 
pa~ ~olvemen~ and ongoing oppornmities for teachers to stay abreast of the latest 
dcvelopmcnt:I in tbclr flold. 



Working Group Ideas 

Objective 1 

Bonus pool for Eisenhower 

Hold national conference of Title I coordinators, math supervisors, SSI's and Eisenhower state 
coordinators to review TIMSS and other data and best practices o,. math and science 

Use framework of the test to develop a network of teachers committed to improving math and 
science instruction 

FOCUS INT ASC/state certification and licensure efforts on middle school math instructors 

Issue challeng on high quality pre-service course for teachers headed for middle school math (and 
science) teaching. 

Objective 2 

Announce new NASA 5-8 document--Mission mathematics: Linking Aerospace to the NCTM 
standards 

Announce partnerships with 2-4 other agencies to carry out similar projects with NCTM, linking 
agency holdings/resources with NCTM standards for middle school students; possibly announce 
funding through federal source or find private source (Smaller agencies can partner with larger 
ones) 

Roll out NSF guide to selecting top-quality curriculum materials--get a middle school guide out 
the door first. Timing? 

Objective 3 

Announce ED NLE web site with instructional units; use frameworks for national math and 
reading tests as organizing principle for the site? Or at least include crosswalk 

Hold national summit on standards-based educational software development in math and science 
for school market; target software development grants better 

Objective 4 

Retrain agency education staff to understand and incorporate national math and science standards 
and help states and districts draw connections between holdings and the national tests. 

NASA as the model 

Work with Commerce/NIST and others to mobilize the business community on the math issue--



Possibly a job shadowing initiative 

Announce formation of National Partnership on Improving Math Education 

Something modeled on Athena project at MIT--24 hour on-:line mentoring/Virtual office hours 
project being funded by OERI; also, access excellence'project run by Genentech, 
providing interaction with real scientists · 

Highlight the Newsweek kids 



Discussion Paper: The National Partnership for Math Achievement 
REVISED DRAFT -- June 1, 1997 

This paper proposes the basic framework for a new national partnership focused on raising U.S. 
math achievement and preparing students for the national 8th grade math test. It also describes 
some of the initiatives that such a partnership could undertake. The paper is intended to capture 
previous discussions and focus attention on key issues that still must be resolved, some of which 
are broken out and highlighted. However, all features of this description should be considered 
subject to improvement. 

Overview 

The National Partnership for Math Achievement will bring states and local school districts 
together with the mathematics and science community, business, higher education and federal 
agencies in a national effort to improve math education and prepare students for the national test 
in 8th grade mathematics in 1999 and beyond. The Partnership will focus on issues including: 

• Rewarding and promoting excellence in math teaching; 

• Developing and distributing high quality instructional materials; 

• Helping schools use technology for math teaching and learning; 

• Promoting out of school learning about math; 

• Promoting public awareness of the importance of math achievement. 

Membership and Organization 

The National Partnership will serve as an umbrella organization, providing a framework within 
which participants will undertake activities at the national, state and local level to raise U.S. math 
achievement. Membership in the National Partnership will be open to a broad array of national, 
state and local organizations. Types of organizations expected to participate include: 

• States (including governors, chief state school officers, and state boards of education) 

• School districts (including mayors, superintendents, and teachers' unions) 

• Math and science community (including national organizations such as the National 
Academy of Sciences/MSEB, existing math and science coalitions, engineers, etc.) 

• Business community (NAB, NAM, BRT, Chamber of Commerce, high-tech CEO's, etc.) 

• Higher education (ACE, individual colleges and univesities, education schools, etc.) 



• Education organizations (NCTM, CCSO, NSBA, AASA, AFT, NEA, etc.) 

• Federal agencies (ED, NSF, NASA, DOE, DOT, and others) 

Issue: An important considering in organizing the Partnership is where the support 
structure would reside, who would provide leadership, and how it would be staffed 

Location: Some options include: a) within the Department, NSF, or some combination 
thereof; b) within an existing organization, such as the Academy of Sciences; c) 
formation of a new non-profit, such as the We(fare-to-Work Foundation. 

Leadership: It would be ideal to identify someone who could provide a day-to-day 
leadership role for the Partnership analogous to the role that Carol Rasco plays for 
America Reads--somebody with stature who would be well-received within the math and 
science community. 

Support: Wherever the organization is housed, from the minute it is announced, 
dedicated staff need5 to be available to provide information to pro.~pective members and 
the public, and to provide a point of contact for co1?firmed members, insuring that they 
receive a regular stream of i1iformation and are included in Partnership activities. fl the 
Partnership is housed within afederal agency, some support could be attained via 
detaileesfrom other agencies. 

The Partnership will have a 10 to 20 member national steering committee, with initial membership 
comprised of leading representatives of key organizations, business supporters, and federal 
agencies, as well as distinguished math educators, willing to commit substantial efforts and 
resources to the Partnership and willing to take lead roles on specific activities. 

Task forces of the Partnership will be organized to acknowledge and capitalize on the different 
interests and capacity of different members. These task forces may be comprised of specific 
classes of members (e.g. business members, local educators, federal agencies and so on) or may 
include multiple classes organized to carry out specific partnership activities (such as improving 
teacher preparation, summer math, or mentoring). 

One or more e-mail networks and other dissemination strategies will be used to keep participants 
up to date on partnership activities and to help participants communicate with each other. 
National, regional and state conferences may be organized to focus on specific issues or 
initiatives. 

The Partnership will also have a high-profile honorary chair who will help get out the word about 
the urgency of improving our nation's math instruction. 

Membership Requirements 

In order to join the National Partnership, all participants will be asked to make two types of 



commitments: 

I. A broad, organization-appropriate commitment to: 

• raising public awareness of the importance of mathematics as a critical skill for success in 
postsecondary education and the workplace; 

• working to improve math education; 

• and providing support and encouragement for students to achieve at higher levels on local 
and state math assessments, including the national 8th grade math test. 

Issue: Are these the right general commitments? Will they encompass the interests and 
capacity of all potential members? 

Issue: Does it make sense to make support for the 8th grade test an absolute requirement 
for affiliating? For all members or just states and school districts? 

II. A more specific commitment to actively support and participate in at least one particular 
National Partnership initiative. 

Issue: Alternatively, partners could be given the option ~f commilling to a self-defined 
activity that is consistent with the overall p111poses of the Partnership (some partners may 
have ongoing activities that we would want to count as a part of the national effort). 

Issue: Do we want to require partners--or a subset of partners--to make a commitment to 
participating in some form C?f a) reporting 011 their activities, orb) participating in 
meetings or other gatherings'? 

Partnership Activities 

A small, focused list of initiatial activities will be announced at the time the National Partnership is 
rolled out; additional activities can be added as the Partnership grows and matures and as the 
national tests near. As a core set of partners is recruited in preparation for the roll-out, ED and 
NSF will discuss with them a tentative set of activities; the initial set would be finalized based on 
their feedback. Initial activities are expected to include: 

• A national public service campaign to promote the importance of strong math 
achievement; 

• A nationwide effort to reward and promote excellence in math teaching, focusing on pre­
service, in-service, and teacher certification activities; 

• A summer mathematics initiative (to begin in the summer of 1998) to build on and 
complement the Department of Education's successful Read*Write*Now program; 



• A telementoring network allowing students to get skilled guidance on challenging math 
problems; 

• An initiative helping students draw connections between math in the classroom and math 
in the workplace. 

• [Additional/different activities] 



Michael Cohen 
06/02/97 09:11 :24 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP, Judy_Wurtzel@ed.gov@inet, Daryl E. Chubin/OSTP/EOP, lwilliams@ 
nsf.gov @ inet 

cc: 
Subject: Follow up to Friday's meeting 

Here is what I think we did on Friday, plus some additional thoughts: 

1. Partnership: One key focus of the announcement of the interagency math strategy ought to 
be the announcement of a partnership that focuses on helping prepare students for reaching 8th 
grade standards. Bill Kincaid is going to take a shot at describing options for how the partnership 
would work, and Luther and Judy (I think) were each going to develop lists of the organizations 
that might be included in the partnership. 

In our discussion we roughly agreed that the partnership would focus on issues including: ( 1) 
rewarding and promoting excellence in math teaching; (2) developing and distributing 
instructional materials; (3) helping schools use technology for math teaching and learning; ( 4) 
promoting out-of-school learning; and (5) promoting public awareness of the importance of math 
learning. Our notion was that these issues formed a framework that would enable different 
partners to fill "niche responsibilities" at the local, state or national level. 

I believe we also sensed that the job of building this partnership, at least initially, would involve 
identify those organizations (e.g., state math and science coalitions) that are already active or 
preparing to get involved, and bringing them together in some fashion, more so than it would 
involve reaching out to brand new players. We also agreed that the partnership clearly must 
include state and local school systems. 

We also discussed the need to figure out how to organize and maintain the partnership over time. 
Except for the sense that this would be a shared responsibility of ED and NSF, I don't thnk we 
made much headway on this. 

Teaching Announcement: We also agreed that the announcement of the strategy should include 
an announcement of specific steps to be taken to improve math teaching. I had argued for finding 
some way of announcing that we were going to support an effort to prepare at least one 
board-certified math teacher per middle school. This became slightly more difficult when Judy 
informed us that NBPTS does not yet have a ce1iificate for middle school math. Nonetheless, 
Luther was going to look to see what NSF resources, perhaps already in the pipeline for 
announcement, could be focused on something in this area. 



I discussed this idea with Mike Smith over the weekend, and he was quite supportive of figuring 
out some way of accomplishing this. Our back-of-the-envelop calculations indicated that, for $15 
million a year over three years we would have enough to underwrite the cost of one middle school 
math teacher per school sitting for the board exam. If these numbers are in the right ball park, we 
thought we might be able to scrape this together, and see if it could be matched with state or local 
funds (or Eisenhower funds) to help support teacher preparation effo11s. I'd like us to work on 
this further over the next few days. 

The event itself: I've attached a very rough draft of a one-1page 1press handout that describes 
what one version of an announcement event might look like. Essentially, as we discussed, it 
envisions the math strategy being announced at the same time that an additional group of states 
sign up to participate in the test, so that the overall messages is that this math partnership is going 
to be tied to state and local efforts to prepare kids to meet the standards. 

As I drafted this, several things became apparant to me. First, this could be a very complicated 
event to pull off, if it requires us to pull together national partners and state to pull together state 
partners at the same time. Not impossible; but clearly more complicated than getting the 
governor, chief and state board of education on board in I or 2 states at at time. 

Second, as you can tell, I had a difficult time in clearly describing both the pa11nership and the 
teaching component. Just a reminder that we've got our work cut out for us in these areas. 

Here is the draft press statement 

INTERAGENCY MATH STRATEGY 

EVENT POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Every state should adopt high national standards, and 
by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader 

in reading and every 8th grader in math to make sure 
those standards are met... The point is not to put our 

children down but to lift them up. 

Bipartisan leaders of four states support national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
math: Today President Clinton announced that state officials from Kentucky, New York, 
Colorado Utah, and Nevada [states are illustrative; none are committed yet] joined those from 
Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina, West Virginia, Massachusetts and California in endorsing 
the Presidents plan for national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math, geared to 
challenging national standards. Governors and chief state school officers from these states were 
joined by educators, parents, business leaders in pledging to pa11icipate in the testing program in 
1999, and to prepare all students to meet the standards. 

National Partnership to Improve Math Learning Formed: President Clinton announced the 



.. 

launching of a new national partnership -- focused specifically on helping to prepare students to 
meet national standards in 8th grade math -- comprised of national, state and local groups 
representing mathematicians and scientists, math educators, higher education, business, state and 
local school systems, as well as federal agencies. 

Specific partners include the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, the Mathematical 
Sciences Education Board, the American Council on Education, the Council of Chief State 
School Officers, AFT and NEA, NSBA, AASA, xxx, yyy, math and science coalitions currently 
operating in 42 states, including those states signed up for the test. Participating federal agencies 
include the Education Department, the National Science Foundation, NASA, and the Department 
of Transportation. 

Partners will work to (1) improve and reward excellence in math teaching; (2) develop and 
distribute high quality instructional materials; (3) suppo11 and promote the effective use of 
technology to improve teaching and learning of mathematics; ( 4) provide out-of-school 
mathematics learning opportunities for students at home; after school and during the summers; 
and in community settings such as libraries and museums; and, (5) promote greater understanding 
by students, parents and the public, of the value of mathematics for further learning, citizenship, 
and participation in the workforce of the 21st century. 

Focus on Improved Mathematics Teaching in Grades 5-8: President Clinton announced a 
series of steps by the National Science Foundation and the Education Department to help upgrade 
math teaching in the middle grades. . ...... . 



ORGANIZATIONS IN THE PROMISE BOOK THAT ARE PRIME CANDIDA TES 
FOR A PARTNERSHIP TO IMPROVE MA TH AND SCIENCE EDUCATION 

Specific Commitments to Math or Science 

AfL-CIO 
America Online 
Amoco 
Council of Chief State School Officers 
Elementary Science Education Partners (ESEP) 
Eli Lilly and Company 
Entertainment Coalition for Education 
Department of Transportation 
Glaxo Wellcome 
Hewlett-Packard 
MCI 
National Council of Negro Women 
Pfizer, Inc. 

General Commitments to Education or Technology 

A SPIRA 
AT&T 
Bank of America/Seafirst 
Bonner foundation 
Continental Cablevision (USWEST) 
Elderhostel 
Fleet Financial Group 
Generations United 
Microsoft Corporation 
National PTA 
NationsBank 
Nature Conservancy 
NetDay 2000 
Procter & Gamble 
Project NEAT (National Education Advancement Team) 
Steering Committee of College Presidents 
Sun Microsystems 
United Airlines 
US West 

promise 613197 


