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RILEY APPOINTS 'IWO NEW MEMBERS TO 
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT GOVERNING BOARD 

U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley has announced the appointment of two new · 

members of the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB). 

New members appointed to three-year terms ending September 30, 2000 are: 

o Lynn Marmer, Cincinnati school board president and attorney, Dinsmore & Shohl; 

and, 

o Jo Ann Pottorff, state representative, Kansas Legislature. 

"Members of the National Assessment Governing Board provide the guidance and 

leadership our schools need to ensure that all students learn to high standards," Riley said. 

"Determining what students know and should be able to do at key points in their k-12 education is 

an important responsibility. The people appointed to NAGB have the experience, knowledge, and 

the insight to develop and design future assessments for our nation's students." 

The 25-member board formulates policy for the National Assessment of Educational 

Progress, the only nationally representative and continuing assessment of what students should 

know and can do in various subjects. 

The board is involved in a number of activities, including: 

o selecting the subjects to be tested; 

o identifying assessment objectives for each age and grade tested; 

o ensuring that all items selected for use in the assessment are free from racial, 
cultural, gender or regional bias; and, 

o identifying appropriate achievement goals. 

--more--
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The secretary appoints members from nominees in categories prescribed by law. The 

board must include governors or former governors, state legislators, educators, testing experts 

and curriculum specialists, as well as business and industry representatives, parents and persons 

representing the general public. 

.I 



'"UNITED STATES • NEWS 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ·~~"~ . 

EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE UNTIL 
10:06 a.m. Saturday, November 22, 1997 

Contact: David Thomas 
(202) 401-1579 

PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF DIANE RA VITCH TO 
. NATIONAL ASSESSMENT GOVERNING BOARD 

President Clinton today announced that U.S. Secretary ofEducation Richard Riley 

, 
appointed Diane Ravitch to the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB). Ravitch is a 

Senior Research Scholar at New Yark University and Senior Fellow in Governmental Studies at 

the Brookings Institution. 

Riley yesterday appointed Lynn Marmer, an attorney and Cincinnati school board 

president, and JoAnn Pottorff, a Kansas state representative, to fill additional NAGB vacancies. 

All three new members were appointed to serve three-year terms, ending September 30, 2000. 

The 25-member board formulates policy for the National Assessment of Educational 

Progress, the only nationally representative and continuing assessment of what students should 

know and can do in various subjects. 

The.board is involved in a number of activities, including: 

o selecting the subjects fo be tested; 

o identifying assessment objectives for each age and grade tested; 

o ensuring that all items selected for use in the assessment are free from racial, 
cultural, gender or regional bias; and, 

o ·identifying appropriate achievement goals. 

The secretary appoints members from nominees in categories prescribed by law. The 

board must include governors or former governors, state legislators, educators, testing experts 

and curriculum specialists, as well as business and industry representatives, parents and persons 

representing the general public. 
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INDEPENDENT BOARD ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR DEVELOPING NATIONAL TESTS 

November 21, 1997 

Tonight, I issue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national standards, and 
... every state should test eve1y 4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in math to make sure 
these standards are met. 

President Bill Clinton 
1997 State of the Union Address 

In his weekly radio address, President Clinton today commended the bipartisan, independent National Assessment 
Governing Board (NAGB) for its plan to develop and pilot the new voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading 
and 8th grade math. The President also announced new appointments to the Board, including Diane Ravitch, 
former Assistant Secretary of Education in the Bush Administration and a strong supporter of national standards 
and tests. 

NAGB Assumes Control for National Tests. As proposed by the President, the recently enacted Labor-Health 
and Human Services-Education Appropriations Bill places the bipartisan, independent NAGB in complete control 
of further work in developing the voluntary national tests. NAGB currently oversees the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP), a sample test of core subjects that tracks the progress of the nation as a whole and 
of 43 participating states, but does not provide individual student, school, or district level results. 

The new national tests will be modeled on the NAEP content frameworks in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
mathematics, but unlike NAEP, will provide results for individual students. The NAEP standards reflect a national 
consensus of what students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. 

Under the legislation, NAGB is now responsible for formulating policy for the voluntary national tests, just as it 
does for NAEP. The law charges NAGB with reviewing and modifying, if necessary, the contract to develop the 
tests. NAGB also can review, modify, and approve test specifications. This week NAGB fornmlly assumed 
control over the tests and adopted a detailed plan and timeline for test development. 

New Appointment Underscores Bipartisan Commitment to National Tests. The President announced 
Secretary Riley's appointment of three new NAGB members, including Diane Ravitch, a long-time supporter of 
national standards and tests. Ravitch, former Assistant Secretary for Educational Research and Improvement 
under the Bush Administration, supported the President's proposal to ensure independence of the national tests by 
giving control to NAGB. 

Work Will Proceed in Key Areas of Test Development. Under its newly approved plan, NAGB will begin this 
month to establish specifications for the national tests to ensure that the tests are based on the same content in 
NAEP. The board hopes to approve specifications in March 1998. Test items will then be developed for and 
approved by NAGB based on those specifications. Approved items will be used to prepare pilot tests and to plan 
for field tests. In addition, the Board will oversee development of guidelines for testing students with disabilities, 
appropriate test use, and test reporting, and will guide preparation of materials to inform states and school districts, 
as well as parents, teachers and students, about the tests. 

A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards. The voluntary national tests will provide students, 
parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student perfonnance to widely accepted 
national and international standards, and to identify students and schools that need extra help. These standard 
measures of excellence will help teachers and principals improve curriculum and instruction, give students a guide 
for charting their own progress, and help parents hold schools accountable for improved perforn1ance. 
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NATIONAL ASSESSMENT GOVERNING BOARD PLANS 
TO DEVELOP NATIONAL TESTS BASED ON NAEP ASSESSMENTS 

Statement by Mark D. Musick 

Chairman, National Assessment Governing Board; 
President, Southern Regional Education Board 

The National Assessment Governing Board today outlined plans to handle its 
new responsibilities to develop the tests for the voluntary national test program. As you 
know, the Board was given "exclusive authority" over the test development contract in a 
law passed by Congress and signed by President Clinton 1~1 week. 

Our aim will be to carry out the intent of C<.mgress, which is clear in the House­
Senate conference report, that these new tests, designed for individual students, "will be 
based on the same content and performance standards as arc used for NAEP," which is a 
survey of how groups of students perfom1. The Congress also directed that the tests be 
"linked to NAEP to the maximum extent possible," which the Board will try to make sure 
is done. 

The Board plans to act deliberately and fairly. Our plans include the following: 

• A special committee will review the test development contract previously 
awarded by the Department of Education and make recommendations to the 
full Board. Under the law, the Board has until February 11 to approve, 
amend, or terminate the contract. 

• A special meeting of the Board will be held in mid-January to deal with 
national test development issues. 

• The Board's two academic committees will review the proposed 
specifications for the tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. 
The Board will hold public hearings on the test specifications and aims to act 
on them at its March meeting; 

800 Nol"llt Copllol SV111. N. W, 
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• The Board wiU review all of the test questions prepared by the contractor to 
make sure they cover the same content and meet the same standards of being 
appropriate and free from bias that are used in the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress. 

• The Board will meet with representatives of the National Academy of 
Sciences. which '""ill be conducting Congressionally mandated evaluations 
related to development of the national test. 

• The Board will seek to complete all of the work directed by Congress by 
September 30. 1998 so that there can be pilot testing and field testing later. 

The National Assessment Governing Board was established by Congress 
in 1988 as an independent, bipartisan board, composed of state and local officiaJs, 
educators. lay citizens, and business leaders. Our new responsibilities for the 
voluntary national tests are not the first challenges that the Board has been given. 

Congress directed the Board in 1988 to change an assessment that had 
surveyed only national samples of students into a program that could give 
individual states a fair and independent measure of academic achievement. The 
Board was asked to develop "appropriate" standards of student achievement for 
each grade and subject tested. Since 1990, 48 states have participated in the state­
by-state National Assessment program, which has been carried out in 
mathematics, reading. and science. 

Now President Clinton and Congress have directed the Governing Board 
to take an assessment that has been used voluntarily by nearly every state to get a 
state-level measure of achievement and develop an individual version of NAEP 
that will give information to parents, teachers, and students. 

At the Board's regularly quarterly meeting today we have created a special 
committee to review the test development contract. As the new law requires, the 
contract will be carefully reviewed, but under the law. the Board has only 90 
days--until February 11-to make any contract changes or decide to terminate it. 
As chairman of this special committee, I have appointed a former chairman of the 
Board, William Randall, who for many years was state Commissioner of 
Education in Colorado. The other members include the Board's Vice Chair, Mary 
Blanton. a general public member of NAGB, and James Ellingson, Thomas 
Fisher, Edward Haertel and Deborah Voltz. T have also appointed one of the 
newest members of the board, Diane Ravitch to the committee. She is a 
distinguished scholar who has written extensively on education standards, and she 
also was an Assistant Secretary of Education under President Bush. 

In mid-January the Goveming Board will hold a special meeting to 
consider the Committee's recommendations and take up other matters pertaining 
to the national test development. 
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The Board is also setting in motion a process to adopt specifications for 
the tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The process will include 
a review of the test specifications that have already been proposed. We will hold 
public hearings. We will listen carefully. And we will carry out the job Congress 
has asked us to do-develop an individualized version of the National 
Assessment that will be able to show students whether they can meet NAEP's 
standards of basic, proficient, or advanced achievement. 

We are confident that we can meet the timetable that Congress has laid 
out. We also will make sure that the Board takes care of its regular work of 
setting policy for the National Assessment of Educational Progress. 

Since the Governing Board was established almost a decade ago, we have 
worked hard to develop high student performance standards on NAEP, which 
require the mandate and the commitment that only an independent, broadly­
representative Board can give. 

We are aware of the ditliculties and challenges that are part of the 
directives from the President and Congress. We are not unaware of the 
complexity and controversy surrounding the voluntary national tests. We believe 
that this task was given to the Board because it has proven since 1988 that it is 
fair, bipartisan, deliberative and independent c.L'i it tackles complex and often 
controversial issues. We believe that we can do what the President and Congress 
have asked of us. 
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RILEY APPOINTS TWO NEW MEMBERS TO 
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT GOVERNING BOARD 

U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riiey has announced the 

appointment of two new members of the National Assessment Governing Board 

(NAGB). 

are: 

New members appointed to three-year terms ending September 30,. 2000 

o Lynn Marmer, Cincinnati school board president and attorney, 

Dinsmore & Shohl; and, 

o Jo Ann Pottorff, state representative, Kansas Legislature. 

"Members of the National Assessment Governing Board provide the 

guidance and leadership our schools need to ensure that all students learn to 

high standards," Riley said. "Determining what students know and should be 

able to do at key points in their k-12 education is an Important responsibility. The 

people appointed to NAGB have the experience, knowledge, and the insight to 

develop and design future assessments for our nation's students." 

The 25-member board formulates policy for the National Assessment of 

Educational Progress1 the only nationally representative and continuing 

assessment of what students should know and can do in various subjects. 

The board is involved in a number of activities, including: 

o selecting the subjects to be tested; 

o identifying assessment objectives for each age and grade tested; 
o ensuring that all items selected for use in the assessment are free 

eageJ] 
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from racial, cultural, gender or regional bias; and, 

o Identifying appropriate achievement goals. 

The secretary appoints members from nominees in categories prescribed 

by law. The board must include governors or former governors, state 

legislators, educators, testing experts and curriculum specialists, as well as 

business and industry representatives, parents and persons representing the 

general public. 
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LYNNMADIER 
3181 N. Fanncrest Drive 
CinciMati, OH 45213 

EDUCATION: University of CinciMati 
Juris Doctor ( 1986) 
Editor-in-Chief - U.C. Law Review 

Masters Community Planning (1980) 
Bachelor of S~ience of Education (197 4) 

Cincinnati Public Schools 
Walnut Hills High School (1970) 
Bond Hill Elementary School 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 

TEACHER: Cincinnati Public Schools (1975-1979) 
Sawyer Junior High School 
Porter Junior High School 
Hughes High School 
Lower Price Hill Community School 
Home Instructor and Substitute Teacher 

Warren Cowity (1974-1975) 

CITY PLANNER: City of Cincinnati ( 1979-1982) - received CONG award for 
work with city neighborhoods 

Hollister House (1982-1983) - developed housing for 
severely handicapped 

ATTORNEY: Dinsmore & Shohl (1988-Present) ·Business Attorney 
Strauss & Troy (1986-1988) 

CIVIC COMMITMENTS: 

Cincinnati Public Schools, Board Member, 1994-1997; President 1997 
Free Store/Food Bank, Secretary 
Cincinnati Human Relations Commission, fonner Board Member 
City of Cincinnati Historic Conservation Board, former Member 
Urban Appalachian Council, fonner Board Member 
Excel Development Company, founding Board Member. 
Cincinnati Development Fund, fowtding Board Member 
Cincinnati Bar Association, Member 
American Planning Association; Ohio Planning Conference, Member 

PERSONAL: 

Married, Eugene L. Beaupre; one daughter 

1131197 

1~u. Jor 
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JO ANN POTIORFF 

Jo AM Moeluggage Pottorff 11 a real estate associate with the Chester Kapptlman Group 
In Wiohita. She has urvecl 11 &3rd C>lalrlct Representative In the Kansas House of 
Aepreaentatlvee since 1984: and le currentt~ a member of the Appropriations oommlttee and 
chairmen of Iha Joint Committee on Ar18 and Cultural Resources. 

JO Ann received a bachelor's degree rn elementary education from Kansas State 
Unlverelty, the r11dlng 1peelall1t certification from Wichita State Untvereltfi and a ma1tet"1 
degree In urban education from St. Loula University. 

She le a former president of f1a Kansas Association of School Boards and has been 
president Of the WIChlta School Board. She aervtd aa vlee Chairman of the Councu of Urban 
School Boards for the National School Board Asaoolatlon. Other ac1Mtlos Include: Interim 
director for the Wichita Area Rape Center, elementary epedanet for the Midcontlnent Aeglonal 
Educatlonal Laboratory, and paat preeldent of the Kansas Veterinary Medical Aux1118f)'. 

Jo Ann served u chairperson of the Women's Network-NaUonaJ Oanference of State 
l.eglslators, chairperson of the NCSL Aa&embly on the Leglslature Arts and Tourtem committee, 
was an at-large member of the NASM board and on Ile White House Conference on Travel and 
Tourism. She Is a member of 1he Wichita Area Chamber of Commerce. a member of Iha Kansas 
AcNtaoiy Councll for Aooesslbte Arta,former vice president of the Women's Aclvlaory Council for 
Institute of Logopedlca, and 18 a former board member of the YWCA. 

In 1984 ahe waa ane of SS Individual~ atatewlde 11lected a participate In Leadership 
Kansas and In 1988, wu ana of 100 women who participated In Leadership America. She hu 
received a Distinguished Savlce Award from 1"8 Kansas Association of Scrtoo1 Boards, and Is a 
Kansas Stats Un~rsff1 Fellow. Jo Ann waa also conwnended by the Kansas Raaclng As80Cta11on 
for authoring the Kansas leglal&tlon tor 11e Parents Aa Teaahera Program. In t995 Jo Ann 
received the Distinguished Leglalatlve Service Award on behalf of Kansans with blaabllltles. 

Jo Ann hu been a par11Cipant In lnternaoonal aemlnara In Japan on Health Care laeues 
for the Aging: and In Korea on Women Running for Polltlcal Office, ' 

r-·. 
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f l!HSONAL: 

Name: 
Home Adcteaa~ 
Telephone: 
Topaka Otfi=e Addteea: 
Office Number; 
Olstrlct Office 

EDUCATION: 

8. A. Elementary Educallon • Kansas State University 
Readtno Spec1a1111 • Wichita State University 
M. A. Urban Education • St. Louis University 

EMPLQYMINI: 

State Repreaentattve • Kanaaa legislature 
Real Estate Sfdea A6aoclate • Cheater Kappelman Group 

EMPLOYMENT • PAU; 

Jo Ann Pottorff 
6321 E. 8th, Wichita. KS 81208 
(316) 884-3780 
State Capito~ Toplka, ICS 68812 
(913) 298-7501 during session 
(318) 882·15681 
Fax Number: (316) 682-1282 

Confaronoe Coordinator for lntematlonal Conference Biomedloal Synerama Institute 
Consultant In Human AelaUons ·Poindexter AllOOlat16 
Consultant Mld-ConUnent Reglonel ECIUcatlonal L.aratary 
Elementary Specialist - Cooperative Urben TeachGr ecrucatJon and Mid-Continent Regional 

· Eduoatfonal Laboratory 

6Cil¥fDEI • PBEllNT: 

Kan• House of Aepreaentativea 
Committees: Chairman.Joint Committee on Ms a Cultural Resources 

Approprr1t1on1 

Wlct11ta Chamber of Commerce 

Eaat Wichita Rotary 

Wlcttlta Chlldren'a Home • Board of Trustees 

Children and Youth Meiaory Cornmluee 

Wor1d Trade Counoll 
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POTTOFV=F, JO ANN 
ACTIVITIES • PRESENT: (Con,.) 

S1. Francia Hospital-Community Ualson Health Commlttea 

Wichita State Untveratty-Collago of Htalth Profetttonala V1altlno Comm1ttet 

Kansas Councn on Economlo Education . .. 

Kanaae Economic Development far Soull Central Kansas 

Kansas lnc.·Wort Force Training and Education Commtttoe 

Aocecsslbte Ml·K•na• ~sory ~ 

Wichita Soard of Realtors· Laglatatlve Committee 

Kanua Board of Realra18 

National Board of Realtors 

Na1Sonal Conference of S1ale Laglelaturea 
Wcmen'1 Natwortc • Paat Chalnnan 

Kansas Cavalry 

Military Affairs Committee 
Wtchlta Chamber of Commal'CB 
Kansat Chamber of Ccmmerte I Industry 

Air Service Committee · -· · · · · · · · · 
W~ Chamhttr nf r.nmmArct 

Forum for Executive Woman 

Bu1lnes1 Em:aHon Succe11 Team (BEST) Ex&cuwe committee 

Natlonal Order of Women Lsglslatur•Board of Olrectors 
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ACTIVITIES - pm: 

Councl of Urban Soardl of EducaUon. V1ce Chlfrmen 
Nattonal Sohool Boa• AllOClatlan 

Wlehtta Board of Education • Praaldent 

Kanaaa A1soolatton of Sctml Board$ - Pruldent 

Kansas F'oundatlon for '1a Handicapped • BoArd of Directors . . . . ,•,. 

Natlona1 Asaoctatton Of StRte Artt Agencies -at-large boan:t member 

White House Conference on Travel ancl Tourism 

Parentt as Teachelt Advllory Board 

lnsllluts of Logopedlc• Women·a AcMsory Oouncll • Viet Praaldenl 

Kanas.a Veterinary Medical Au>CIDary • Prosfdent 

National Conference of Slate l90lllatur11 
Alts l Toutlsm Commltte-Chalrman 
Education, Labor, and Job Training Ccmmtttee·Vlce Chairman 

t<antas Agrlouttur• In the Clasat00m·board member 

YWOA • Board Member 

Leadership Kan881 . 

Leadership Amertoa (one of 100 women In flr5t dass) 
. . . . . . . 

Japan Slutt/ Tour on HeaHh Cart Issues ror 111 Aging 

POn ORFF, JO~ 

International Conference on Women Running for Polltlcal Office-Presenter In Seoul, Korea 

AWA AM: 

Alumni FeUow • Kansas State Unlvetalty College of Educati>n 

DIStlngulshed Servlee Award fOr Outstardng Leadership and Dedicated Service 

Award for Outstanding Service to the Sohool Children of the Nation 

Parent& as Teacher& • Kancao Reading Asaoclatlon 

D'8tlngulahed LeglafatJve Service Award on behalf of ~ansana with Dlsabll111es 
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T DRAFT 
_,INDEPENDENT BOARD ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR DEVELOPING NATIONAL TESTS 
DRAFT -- November 21, 1997 

Tonight, I issue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national standards, 
and . .. every state should test every 4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in math to 
make sure these standards are met. 

President Bill Clinton 
1 997 State of the Union Address 

Today, in his weekly radio address, President Clinton commended the bipartisan, independent National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) for its plan to develop and pilot the new voluntary national tests in 4th 
grade reading and 8th grade math. The President also announced new appointments to the Board, including 
Diane Ravitch, former Assistant Secretary of Education in the Bush Administration and a strong supporter of 
national standards and tests. 

NAGB Assumes Control for National Tests. As proposed by the President, the recently enacted Labor­
Health and Human Services-Education Appropriations Bill places the bipartisan, independent NAGB in 
complete control of further work in developing the voluntary national tests. NAGB currently oversees the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), a sample test of core subjects that tracks the progress 
of the nation as a whole and of 43 participating states, but does not provide individual student, school, or 
district level results. 

The new national tests will be modeled on the NAEP content frameworks in 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
mathematics. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what students should know and be able to 
do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. 

Under the legislation, NAGB is now responsible for formulating policy for the voluntary national tests, just as 
it does for NAEP. The law charges NAGB with reviewing and modifying, if necessary, the contract to 
develop the tests. NAGB can also review, modify, and approve test specifications. This week, before meeting 
with the President, NAGB formally assumed control over the tests and adopted a detailed plan and timeline 
for test development. 

New Appointment Unde1·scores Bipartisan Commitment to National Tests. Along with two other new 
members ofNAGB, the President announced that Secretary Riley had appointed to the Board Diane Ravitch, a 
long-time supporter of national standards and tests. Ravitch, former Assistant Secretary for Educational 
Research and Improvement under the Bush Administration, has supported enhancing independence of the 
national tests by giving control to NAGB. 

Work Will Proceed in Key Areas of Test Development. Over coming months, under the direction of 
NAGB, the test development contractor will research the needs of students, parents, and teachers; write test 
items; gather feedback from advisory panels on reading and math; plan pilot tests; and prepare for field tests. 
In addition, the Board will oversee development of guidelines for testing students with disabilities, appropriate 
test use, and test reporting, and will guide preparation of materials to inform states and school districts, as well 
as parents, teachers and students, about the tests. 

A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standa1·ds. The voluntary national tests will provide 
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance to widely 
accepted national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need extra help. In 
addition, when parents, teachers and students receive test results, they will also learn which questions the 
student got right and which ones were incorrect. These standard measures of excellence will help teachers and 
principals improve curriculum and instruction, give students a guide for charting their own progress, and help 
parents hold schools accountable for improved performance. 


