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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Immigration and Naturalization Service

CENTRAL HEIGHTS 1.5.D.
Viarch 4, 1997 RT. 13 BOX 2350 -
NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961

Year Dasignated School Qfficial:

Fhe purpose of this letter Is to inform you of new legislation affeoting your authority to issue [-20
iocuments to foreign students. The lllegal Immigration Reform and Immigration Responsibility Act
)t 1996 (Act of 1996) signed into law on September 30, 1996 includes provisions affecting the
ssuance of F-1 student visas. This legislation became offoctivo November 30, 1986. Recently,
‘his office has discovered that many of the primary and secondary schools within the District are
mnaware of this new legislation. In ordor to corract this sftuation, this office is proviging you with
In overview of the new regulations as follows:

1. F-1 visas will no longer bo issued for public elementary schoo! studies or publicly funded
adult education programs, regardiess of abllity to pay.

2. Students who apply to attend public secondary gschools must now be able to pay tha full,
unsubsidized per capita cost of their education.

3. Before the F-1 visa can be issued for attendance at a public high school, students must
show proof of tuition payment.

4. Students are limited to no more than 12 months of public high schoo! in F-1 status.

5. Forelgn high school students may not uge the U.S. residence of a relative for the purpbse
of attending high school. '

t should be noted that the provisions regarding attendanco in public schools and high schools do
ot apply to students attending private schools, students in J-1 status, or students who ere
lependents of other categorles of visa holders vigiting the United States, such as E,H,L, or J visa
1wolders.

hope that this Information Is informative and useful. If you have any questions regarding the new
»gislation and its’ impact on foreign students, please fes! free to contact Lynn Phillips, the Schooal
lalson Officer, or Kristi Barrows, our Public Affairs Specialist at (281)847-7949.

79&L/

lichafd B. Cravener
weting District Director
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