
DIVERSE, DISTINGUISHED SCHOOLS 
June 10, 1997 

1.. List of Distinguished K-12 Schools 

See attached -- from ED Planning and Evaluation Service. 

2. Profiles ofNew American High Schools 

See attached -- from ED Office of Vocational and Adult Education 

3. DeWitt Clinton High School, Bronx, NY (had discussed a possible POTUS visit) -- see 
attached letter/clips--includes racial beakdown. 

• Dramatic turnaround story in a large, highly ethnically diverse high school. Identified 
seven years ago as a low-achieving school by New York State, with low attendance and 
high dropout rates. The formerly all-male school raised expectations (expanded AP 
program, eliminated all non-Regents level courses, and tripled the number of students 
moving on from Limited English Proficient program), and substantially increased parental 
involvement. 

• Dropout rates and attendance have dramatically improved, and far more students are 
taking and passing rigorous regents exams (although the total receiving Regents diplomas 
is still under 20%). · 

• Selected by Redhook magazine in 1996 as one of the five most improved high schools in 
the nation, and given a high rating for performance from New York Times. 

• The school is celebrating its Centennial this year. 

4. Central Park East Secondary School, Manhattan, NY 

Predominantly African-American and Hispanic. See attached clips/press release. 

• Selected by Dept. Of Education as one of outstanding New American High Schools. 

• Graduates 97.3% of its students and 90% of them go on to college. 

5. Venice High School, Venice, CA 

My understanding is that this school is 67% Latino, 15% black, 5% Pacific Islander, 8% white, a 
fairly tough, urban high school. Evidently the school won the National Science Bowl for the 
second year in a row. Speechwriting was going to do additional research on this. Phone 310-
306-7991. 



Diverse, distinguished K-12 schools (from the Planning and Evaluation Service at the Department 
of Education): 

Ashford Elementary School 
Houston Independent School District 
Houston, Texas 
(713) 368-2120 

--705 students in grades PreK-4 
--53% white, 28% Hispanic, 12% African American 
--39% free or reduced lunch, 25% limited English proficieht (LEP) 
--86% passing Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (T AAS) in reading, 

84% passing Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (T AAS) in math 

Dr. Charles R. Drew Elementary School 
Montgomery County Public Schools 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
(301) 989-6030 

--501 students in grades PreK-6 
--43% white, 29% African American, 17% Asian, 11 % 
Hispanic 
--25% free or reduced lunch, 3% LEP 
--77% of 4th graders meeting state standard in reading, 
and 87% passing state standard in math 

PS 100 Isaac Clason School 
Community District 8 
Bronx, NewYork 
(718) 822-5048 

--761 students in grades K-4 
--51% Hispanic, 47% African American, 1% white, 1% Asian 
--84% free or reduced lunch, 5% LEP 
--87% of 3rd graders meeting state standard in reading, 99% 
of 3rd graders meeting state standard in math 
--Title I distinguished school recognized in 1997 

Samuel Mason Elementary School 
Boston Public Schools 
Boston, MA 
(617) 635-9000 



--296 students 
--43% African American, 23% Cape Verdian, 14% Latino, 13% white 
--24% LEP 
--1995 achievement exceeded district averages for Boston and for 11 other 

urban school systems 
--Title I Exemplary Schoolwide Program recognized by U.S. Department of 

Education 
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S!;iOWCASE SITES IN BRIEF 

• Chicago Hi&la Schoel far lhc Agrtcaltmal Sdmas, Giaio. IL • 
.. 

·This ls 11 1:D11t11111ftfi:1 pamimildp 1h11.r mU luniPU In do/clopina r:1 1011npr"" 

who 'an d1t11Jr and •yo~,,,. who en do: rk.c Cl"lle ~i5wrlce pen;o11. -

. BatkN \laliri.ou.s, rnndpal 

The r=hica&O High School for th& Agricultural Sc:Unc:cs u~ 1JriQ1\h1re ll.S 1111: ccn1r~I 
theme or lift cducatloTIAI t~~gy that pftl\'Sd!S INdlntl 'l'itb 11!1 the CQUfSCS rtqui~d for 
1CJ1lt11flce IJuo collEgcs and universities.. u we\1 as hand.an s'kllls. 

Type of School 
~wCIMAdoa 
Saud.mu SCP!ld 

X.,fnllll'CI 

Mapt 

Urban 
"fnra\lmcn1 _.,o (65 percent Arnc.n Amcrktn. llJI pcnocnl 
Caucarian. 16 Hlfpln\c) 

• Aanculnn1l sc:lenn 'ii :rown into an mm.mt arcta a( the curriadum. 
• Studcnl.5 pddace with 31 CTedits, while lht requlrr.d mlnirnum for rhc Sr11e oT 

11linoi6 la 2Q. 

• SQme 1£.ftiors nave Ebe OpporNnl~ tO pmiripaLS 111 a iul!arch 1ppftl'lllcii:1hip whrrr 
1hcy spend ~~ks on a CQl\egc ampw; working with 1 p1'1)ft~r an hi.J or her 
n::Smth. ,;; 

• Many atud.cnl$ ate 111vol~ in ~\sunl Cooperati~e eduoiion (Al:El \1111h 
cmployus i.niol11fSln& &he Oioae Board vr Tr9de, or in 5\lmrntr projccis on the ..c:h1111l 
farm. 

• Otlaaing srall develoJimr.nl is a majOt' prioriry. 'For ex::am11\c, in·eCTvlcc: trainin' 
o-pporninides ror 1£-=rs baft bee!!. J?OYided by l"rmtrs such a.s \lllonsanlo and 
American Cyunld. . 

• 'Yme community callep:s hl.-e l + l 1greemen11 with tht school. 

• All &eae1'11K Ilsa ~ u coumclors. 
o Studanl pittidpat\on In rhe Khooll chlptn of 1hc National 'F'FA ii ;i rn•Jor uninni; 

ra~tor. 

Seaud AccwnpUshmmt11 
• Nincl)"·Ulftt penosn1 pd1mion nit. 
• 5c11snty-twa penznt Of pUAcrs atlClld [OUl'-yHr colltjel CIT uninrSities. 

• 5tudcm.s nccivc mere chan Sl million in callr:ge tch~~rships ca.::h yur. 
Coauct · 

htbarl Valeri~. Prindpl 
Chicago Hijh School £or the AgriallNral ~ncrs 
3807 w, 11 uh Stn:ct 
Ctilagci. IL 606~:; 
012> ns.uoa 

., 1•• &I all lllJ 
DJ opaitlet. 
MwullGp 11¥1'"' 
d1i11p. (8111J i&! 
,..1rrjor111if-" 
._e1hl11p1li1 

ln 1993, Oa'fid Daus 
p1nn1n\\lp IO IWigr 
Edu.c:11lan Acl for th 
Tiie R1uh ..a 1 loni 
celftlllUnil)' lruf Wli 

...,,Cl,_ 
• D1vld Douglas I 

Ccrtiric:11e or Al. 
'rntury Act. T 
Kp\acr the tr1d 

• D,vid Dcn.i&1a.s 1 
Hplonllon ln ' 
dc~lgpmcrn al 

• A. "lllllber or ar 
e~l\raes. 

• Ninrh •ml t'ncl 
10111'115. 

• ~h .Nnier ·~ 
ll'lllA Of Sllldy, 1 

l&llC lc11Jbdor 
mnd Manar,cmc 
C:Ommuniane 

• CbiitS mec1 I 
1 Every f.Wdmi · 

• Teachtra work 
aud.e1115, 

• Sc\&d11111 p:anli 
• S..hool .. ptallSO 

amvn1ni11y, in 
•lc1:1~ 1rudcn 

• Scryjq karnir 
laalp'-hoe 
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SHOWCASE SITES IN BRIEF 

lusinr:u parmc~ 
crir.erpr\S£5. 

• Up·ui·date ~hnology iru:lu 
"' own w.'b page. 

• lnwdiildpltn•TY Leal'lll, thic silc ca 
logelher 10 plan and implemc 

Sdu~ Aaamplfahmaau 

• Sltty·Mftn to 70 
i 

C..IHI 

John 'tb · ion. Principal 
Dsvld 1l• )Ugh School 
1001 S.E. 135t'ft 5i:reet 
Ponl•nd, Ol 97233 
(503) ll!lil-BlOD 

• IadM Rig1t. Scltool,.Sacnmallo, CA • 

'"Far ~aple wka ~111i, wGnr tD dD sa111erl1f11g. ihi Acadeniles tt411)1 do help 
drmi. Y"u gee 111on: llnw wfrh. 'JOur rakk'1: Ir J«tlll !lilt hm rllc dwu 1rs: 
nr.aner: Evrl')' rcv,hcr d11U I Jwnie lifric, rliey lr11ow 111e, yo11 lutow, iJiey 11110"' "'" 
11.ame 11nd 1 lilit thdt • lot krrer: Yo11 aci a lor of help.• 

fllClllG 5l'lildtTH 

AL En~iria High Sehool. Sftl:!Il 1C1ciinnies - or ·1ehool6-within·a· schoor - pnwid~ 
$cudnlcs w!Ui. a nunuring mvirDnment dull cn'h.11\C!i c1'tetr ahlllly co ac:h~. Each s1udc:"1 
enrolls in one or fi.VI! an~r ac:ad.rmlcs that orpnize tlte andemic C\lrricul\llm arciul'ld .s 
c;lftrf-l'!latm theme. WlUt\a In 1adany, I gJO\lp of StucieftrJ S~y togethEr wiCh lhr i;:imc 
tam o! teac'hers from gr.1d' 10 1hrougll 12. 

Type 411( Sclluul CompRhcnsive htgk school 

TypeofJAuUaD Urban 

S1udan::& Seftal Enrollmenc 850 (16 pcn;cnt C..1.1casiln, 24 patent Hispanic. 18 perrtn• 
African Anlerign, 9 ~I Asian Amcrion, 3 pen:enl •other·}. Mnn! 
lhan 7S pc~1 •~ i:liaible for frte or nduad-priati luftehg. 

Jtsy fcal'lln:ll 

• Tlic SCVEn•ye.ar-old Mnlth Calem Academy iS 1he model ror the ~t of 1he scho.~rft 
acadcmiir:t. 11 pr<Mdu a "ri&orws a.ademic education with a heahn nft Coeii,. The 
111!1 or \ftter-t•al.arai ~urscs tndudcs 'l!:nalish, 9ocial etu.dlu, rnuh. 11Ci11rii:;s. ill\d hulrh 
1ecn11olo&r. 

• rfte 'Frsllman Aoadem7 lncl\ldH 1\l r1inth &nders Jftd enCDuragcs cxplontien of 
ea!Cf:'r J1oliiibil1El1' 1nd pcr&011.1l lntere.se5. 

• Tenth· throua'h 1wclflh·arai:kra ha"' 1 chai~ of cine or w other four aCDdemir5 · 

Hr2llh Can=en. Gr1pnlc A.its. Business Careers, or Career hploration. 

:a 
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r the mt or die school~ 
. a hul.!h Olll! f11CW1. - TM 
tilth, a:icncc, and huld1. 

unges cvpl11ra1ian of 
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[.i.:h cl~ m11:r:f.5 on 111tctl'l.U5 days C~ 90 mtnutcS Monday through Th.urada~ On 
f nJ.Jv :JL\ldi:riu have 111 ei,V.1 of thell elu1H. 
foch'"' In each al:'2de:"1~ ~l 'llleeld.y to disc\ls in4.ividual srudcnts. course 

·•Li"n :and in1crd11.C1.plin•ry c:uniculum ~pment, 1n1q:.r. • 
fJo:h ~,11duny has at lc:asr mi.r: Lniqnted project _11ch year W.1 comb\ncs c::uur 

ihl!mn wilh academic cl»Sl5- and_ all'1V5 •*cmtc 1&achcn; to CIM!l' at last on1 

• .1n:cr-rcl~LCO ls&ue5 in each or ~II' aClldernlc clas5e5. 
During ihc summer. 1i:1dmm: teacbe?S ~nd Uttic in workplaces outside the 1th.ool 

1,, .irqllife direct Hperlem:C" ill i:hcb· ;iu;:ademy'1 profll!ssi.011111 !\dd. 

,~n.n.J.:n1s :irE l~KCI' on wor~U: r..c:ld. uip1, maEChld Tt1tb workpl~ce ~nlOJ'I, and 
. io:i··~n opporiunhics fDt job1bado"'1l&- 1ntcmshlps, and 1pprcnnccalnps. 

~kctni Acco111pli5hbleftU 
-.;111d£n15 iJ'I 1hc IHealrh I .Asdll!my 'haw !ho111n impmvmients tn dtl!lr aucnd.ana: 
r.ue~. gr1dts, ancl mgli>watlon 10 5uc::ecd; attetdlng tc Encina's princiJ:ial. .. By the 
un1c :i Stlldtnl grmlu;au:s, he Or she is Jltq)ilRd for pi'sts£CO!!dat)' cduc:ation arid ror 
rniry-1£vitl e1t1playmcrit.· 

( 111nllCl 

T"~ Gemma. Princ:lpal 
CnC'1n3 High Sehaol 
i -+\'~1 Drell S1rct1 
.... ~r-Jmento. CA 9'825 
111lti> 91l·T5 ... 

• Fcn••Y Middle College HiaJ:a School, Bosion, MA • 

"Iii 1~c t11oy i"? muh KS. I hnm't hU 1111 A in main since liu d1cfild1 grcaU 
.11111 losi yc111r. a~ '°"" 4.5 I comt In liar, z ...,cu gcrcin3 Br and r'bcn As, a111l I wa.s 
1llMl:'f) tol& Ir~ tvell hrmier rlrGlll 1"1"g1dar m.a&h. I rhinli Far .. a.1 1'1ughr me how 
11• 1hi11J.-Hciw 10 ttaliz:e "'1 g•l&. • 

Fcnway Surdmr 

\, ·' 'MuJdlc Cellrgi= H~h School." Ftnway I& locartd Ott a 1:gmm11nily collc&c e111rripus 
.111,I .1 n1:1J"TllY of iu; s1udcnt11re euifia:l a.r; educatlonally dl.sadv11ntagcd. Fenw1y 
i·rl •• n,;' r.1 1he Cotllllon of Euentlal SchDols. and lw: •doptcd 1he Coali1ions •house• 
l·•1 li1.11 .l• Wl!ll U itf &entt8)' Of teiehlftC •hAb~ll of lllin4.• The ~hool COTnb\ftl!S thl!SI! 
,11.11,·~1':1 With the USC of carter-related themes IS I tocus fer the :ICWl'ftiC cumi:ulum. 

l•p., ofSchool P\lorscho.:il 

1, P• uU.ocatiDn Urban 

"-llldcnt.s Sttwd El'lrollmrnt 2~0 (~7 percent Africwn Amcrkan. 20 pcran< Oivcasi:an. 
19 pcn:cn< Latino. -t pttcel\l A$ian; (iO psn:ent eligible for rrt e or 
rcd~ccd-prlce 1W1els) 

"ry fUlUtn 

All r<nway litudents belon, 10 one of I~ houx:;; Childrc'ft'a Ho1pi1al, CVS Pharmacy. 
ur Crou.Rmds Cpamiered with B1:1&10n MuKum of Scien~). Exh home Is ro\Jndcd on 
•he rommilmen1 1:11r iht b111int111 parmm to 8591.!it the 11dlool and lts students. 

I 

~004 

P. 004 

• I 

. . . . 

.: 
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SHOWCASE.SITES IN BRIEF 

1srrw111 MldrU.r Collc,xr HJgJt Scllool. l•ao11. MA (Condn1111D 

Penw.ays curriculum i$ ctntc11d on lhc ·nvc habics oC mind•: perspec~ and 
vtcwpcinr., cvidcnca, c:onm.:tlon, mlnance, ind suppo.dril:ln. SludcnD dmionstl"llLc 
lh&M 'habits a( mind Ind Olhcr 5Jdlb in tftC mAll)' pan!alicas and n:htbt&ions they do 
- two gf wh\c:h Ill thtJU~Or 'levte'W and the Senior lnsei&Ulc. 

• Duriagjuniar ~ mud&nu musr dm\amm~ 111h1~ they have 1ccomplii'hcd in 
their 'high ICAaal career. They prumt 1 panlolio of work ui a n\'iew ~tttc& 1ha1 
d.etenninc.s whether or 11.ol lhe senlors can fllOllUli co S.niar lll5liluie - the 
culmlnatlft& one~ lO rwo-yctr 11:1dcmic: sxperitnce. 

• Senior lMtinue cpnsists of seminars, 1dvanad couisc work. a mjor R11an;h paper, a 
seriior projtct. a smior ln1ern.shlp. and completil:•n of 1r1d1a11:ion portlolias. A 
gnduaac>n comzni11cc made up or luchm. a youqer ~~ni. imd an outiide 
colla'boralor, attends the pte11encation of th& 1111d.uation purtl'olics and dt!t1:nnlnes 
whether the 1h1dent is 1liaiblc for a Fcnway dip\01111. Orm;mfan, t'heftfrsrr, is 
pmonn1nce.-b•d. ,, 

• As pan of 1hc: •ni.or intcm1hlp. stud.en~ must amwu a iucarch question Rlatrd ro 
their work experience. Senior inurrl'IS must also \cnow about all ~ccs of !hf'.ir 
aipn1za1ian. A worksiu: Rpmemti~. a &ctlool rspre&ent.1rlve, and the mident 
hetSCll c-Jaluare ll:ic student's 111VT1r.plaa prr{onn1na. 

All srudenrs are n.qulred ro perform •ub&'i..ntia} c:QrmrNniry scrvta. 
Selected. Aemmp'llabmailS 

" Dllily 11tcmum:c ii 9S pen;;ent, annp1rrd 10 84 percent Car lo''°n Public: Sc:liool&. 
• Eight)'•O'DC percent ar g;nd"Lmr.s atu:nd ~olltgc, compared lO 60 petCCIU Cm Boslan 

Pu\iUc Schools. . 

Coal.let 
Linda Nathan aNl t.any Myatt. Co-Di~'tors 
Fenway Middlt cone. tuah S.:hAol 
250 R.uthcrf oni Avenue 
Boston. MA 02U9 
(617) 63S·9911 .. 

• Gateway ba&d.1ace of technology, St. LG11ie. MO • 

•r lrHw a 11111111/rrry 11«,hrrs r1111r fuayJ, ·H~ 1 Im~ yo11 wimt to~ rhls ...,hC'll 
J014 ga ouJ oJ hig1i "Jiool, S'1 lhis '"'"''" is Ct'Pllfn8 11p. W1iy daft't yo" lools 
i111o du11?• lftir;1 lrtcp In 111i..d wl11111 yo11'r&: gooG GI a.NI. d1t1 gfw )'Olt t1tOJt 
opportv.Utia. The c1111nKlan llnow who yo11 arc, rite pP'lnC1Jlllll lt11o~i wllo wt. 
ci~. Tn9 all c.drr eo.rr ref 111, 1J.., rmll}' de,• 

Ciaccway Srudmr 

The G1te'WJY lnsttnnc oC Tec)anology 1' 1 ld1nc1 ind uehnala11 m.:11p1cl high $Chool th11 

p~are all of its slUdcnc.s for caTecrS aad coll&~ edui:ativn in ml,imering and hii;h-1cch 
~ng: &Ida. 

T)'pi! or Scbaol Magnet 

T~ or Loc:iuicn1 Urban 

JD 

.•_•'1:·~-=-~ ............. :' i *t H • -. •V ;=c::r·,,.-:~r-.,·~-·~-·11~,"••-• --~ 
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P. 005 

_ .................... ...... 

&qt fc&llll'd 

• freshmen 1111d sopli.a: 
sNd1nD ,and four le& 

• JuniOIS and &eftW!I I: 
MLdic11lttiuli:h Scic11 
Ccimpttd' Sdence 111 

• the echool m(Uh• ( 
Y11Jal rour y1an; or E1 
the Sr.ate. 

• G:u~y m.U5t acttp/ 
ate suang ill malh ar 
other jullfor high 1ch 

• ju111ors and ll!nialJ ,. 
mcnsorship cf sdent' 
Bllma-JC'lristl Medic: 
i::ilher to coniplcu: u 

• C1racr and c11ll• ci 

Sdec•llll Accemplillaar 
Fifty petcenl of gn.cl.1 

• Thlny pcicent af gra 
• SiKlccn pr:rttnt ar gr 

Cantacl 

Susan Tu:ber 
'Principal 
Cial~ lnsliNlC or. 
5101 Mcke 
Sl. 1.cnlis, MO 63110 
TeltJih.ont: (314)77 

• High ScbDCl 

"Yo11 ion? sec ro we 
the y01.111,prcrs IJI d 
aio rt '' 1h1 h lg}tcri 
1th.aol [thar Isl Jiu1 

The Hl&h School or Ecc 
Cinanaal librricr - U5CS 

C1in1culum, while malni 

Type oC SdMlol ft' 

Type of Locadoa l.J 

Studmta Simnted c 
A 

.• •-.·. ·r ... -y-·~~.._.,. 
• . ••• - .• • .. J' .- • :· ·t. ~ ' • 
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Snadeats Served fnrcllmm1 107.5 (57 pcECC.nt African Amcrlcm. 40 pl!!Clnr CaueQian, 
3 permi1 combined Asi.:ln, Hlspantc, Indian; 'Mllrly ISO °"'ttent •~ 
ell&jble for mt or n:dua:d-pricscl 11mehes) 

~funara 

• FtahIN!n 11nd. sophomora 1?1! gn:iYped in hoY5ei, each co1111ining 1ppro:io:lni11c1y 100 
sl\1de?lt5 and four teachers, 1.1SY11Iy English, :marh, sac:i:ll scudtes and sclencll!. 

• Juniors and s11:1Wl1"11 enroll in one of four a1'crmajors: Agr1culrurt, Bi.olol)'o and 
Mcdlal/Healrh Scleri~ Engineering Tfehnology; Applied Physical Sc:i111ccs; or 
Computer Sd£!1cc and 'Mathmiad!:!. 

• The school requins fouryean gfmath :al'ld SCIC!ICC fgr pquation, along with lhc 
WN•l four ,.;ara or Enzlilih and three )'MI'S of J,il;cory. n.11 le more thin n:q~ind by 
lhe S11~. 

• Gateway rnu,t ilcccpl all snicieBQI from dcsiCJ:iacid fl!itder 9thaols, whBrher or not lhcy 
arc stn:ing In 1111lh in1d smiles. Azty remaining S?:u:r.i: are olfitRd. to srudun.11 rrom 
other jU!l.lcr hlgh schools whei want ro auend. 

• juntol'I and Kniors work as inlerv or undenake loBR,Cr r!:Rln:h projects u!ldll!T the 
mcntorshfp of sdcncl.st!i, docterrs and RSeartnus as nearhy Wuli.lngton Univen;ity, 1he 
B1mes·J1wtsh Mcdl~l C-ll!nrer, or Ul'livmity or Mi.590uri. All seniors •TS required 
tlth1!1' to crnnpll!lll! •n oC°•Site inlftMhip OT a senior PCKllrdl ptoJetl. 
C.Rer al'ld collep cau!ISCling •re corn1Jined; 1cacbm ad c~nselOTS coll:abcrate. 

Selec1cd A..l::m•plWnnc:n11 
Fifcy P£an1 el snduatcs U!end four-yen cglleges or univcrsi!.la. 
Thlfty pen:enr of &flnh1:aw: 11terid rwo-)'C:ar ~1lcgc:1. 

• SiXCteft pcra!Dl or gnd\11lH entar the ratltll\')' Of 8'lcM melt Khools. 

Canu.a 
su;;.n 1i•bcr 
Principal 
Guewsy 1ns1lnu1 ol Ttt!Ulology 
'101 McBee 
Sr. lo-vis, MO 63110 
Telephone: (314) 77613300 

• Hip School of Eco•omics and flalntt, New York. NY • 

•llj,u cfp11'k gcr IA "-GrJI on \Will Scrrec anJ"fO'I!' willinvt 11 e"Utge djp~ma. Sci all 
dw 10U113mr.r hr rJils schaal rake a f"ll R11:ge11!3 .1'"',J'Qll'I. wlllth l11 Nr:w YoPle 
si•rc ii rltl lligllcst lrvrl of co11•ns. Si1R11ha11mirs wirh ,Jsar is w vislc:111 of a 
Sthoof {thar I!} ju1 Slftlllll c&11d Ji11ma1tt i:md coring.• 

S1&San Ile Amuu, Pnnclp1d 

T'he High $chgoJ al lctiriornics and Finance - located in rhe he:trt of the Wall Snul 
financial distrlcr - ~s die d1m1t of eeonomt..6 ad finanee 10 fCll;U5 lhe school) 
cu~h1:m., whik tn1tnbli.nlng 1he !'ltghat :icademic sm.1d1ncis. 

Type o( SchaGl 
Type oC l..oqden 

Su11iaiil8 Scr¥ed 

M•JDCl 

Urban 

Emol11r1e1u 500 C+2 percent Hispanic, 33 percent Africsn 
A!ncr1can, ll pe~mr Asian; 12 p!'ICCftl uu~ian) 

JJ 
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SHOWCASE SITES IN 6RIEF 

• William H. Tun11:r Tedmical Hip Sdlool, Miami, Fl • 

•Btforr l cdrne hm 1 ltad 110 pl11J11 co I" co collqt, ltur ~sm-1111ls. I tlioushi 
@our 'gt"I co colli,gc. nr 1.:Gdcm1 JuLS hcJpcil 111r: 0111 4 lot IO'JJ gM11g Wit a 
lor of cJuna~ 1'Rll oppirriwnilfCf, 7li9 o.Jltr llllt Jois rt.rhi 11ow frDllt. tvcrprhcrr 
wJrcre {1,f I wen: al} a rr:pl11r klgh school, i"9 wouldl!'t do thar. I wwW hGVe 
ro -.wall wJ1ril 1 ~rl&dll)' fN4luftc and ntll)'loc go our Qlltl loo~ for rhc111 1tor chent 
co1111t laoll Jar rnc. • 

William H. Tvmcr Studcnr 

William H. Turner Tec}l11ical Hiah School is a ;arccr magnet school oll'erlhg a high lcvt:l of 
academic and technic:a} prcpantion. 11 now artracl!O rwo applicants for rJcnr 1vailable 
place. · 

Type ot ~cbuul 
type a( ~liDll 

Sl•lllnts Scrral 

Kq furores 

Magnet 

·vrea" 
Enroll!lltnt l,537 (69 pcm11r Afrian Anliertcan. 27 pticent 
unino. 4 percent Caucas\1n; SS pelCCnl 1rc ~Iigible [or fn.11 or 
reduced-priced l1.:1nchu) · 

"· • •Two-forAO'DC diploma• mcecs mjUimt1enl5 for enny into ~YQ?' Of [OUr-ytU 
colle&e as wr:ll u l'-IC·cenif\ed cmer uatning. 

• 
• 

! 

• Srud~!$ Jnd cuc:~rs 1rt grouped into :iaclcmiG: Agrisci&nm, Applied Bvslnm 
Tcc:hnolo~ NAFIFannic Mae AC2idmly of Finance, Hulln, l11dusmal Technology, 
Publte Scrnc:e, and Television flroduction. 

• A 1e11m of wieners in each academy develop 1hemaric unll.!i u1111 integ"'rr. academic 
conrent wuh 1 caner cont•:iu. 

• Both students aftd ic:achus lia" oppanuniti£s ta "job shadow· croployces cf many of 
chc sehonl'li bu.stn55 partner£, leui111 studenr1'" tlM: typcs'of jobs 1wi\11bll! In their 
are:i of intcrut, and gtvllll wchcr.s &realer aposurc to how the 1cscan1~ subjects 
thq teach al?!· applied in work setd'l'lgs outaidc the school. 

• J\.lnior5 and s.enlgrs can participate in moft extensive tn1e~ip1 and apprmtic!Shl1'5, 
and may ~~;~ cndit toward ;raduatlcn from supe'f'l'lsed ~cnk·bascd teaming. 
cxperh:ncu, where employers prvvide ~udlcd evaluation of die 1n1clcms on-the•Job 
pcrf'orm:ince. 

• Sauc-of-Lhc-an tcehnole11Y' lncludu a ttltYWon producticrn fa~iliry Cram which 
&tudanu ~•dcul daily. 

• Tl\e school btloft~ t1:1 the Cml!riDn of E.santbl Scliools. 
Sca.Ulll 4ccompH•limca11 

• The school gpened in 1993 ind has a 2..5 percent dropout rare. 
Contact 

Jahn. A. McX\nnq. Prll'lcipal 
Williani M. 1\J~r Tcchl\ial Kiah Scnool 
lOUl N.W. 19th /m.l'IUc 
Miami, FL 33}47.lJlS 
(30$) 691·83'21-

J6 
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Norman M. Wechsler 
Principal 

DEWITI CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL 
100 WEST MOSHOLU PARKWAY SOUTH, BRONX, N.Y. 10468 

Telephone: (718) 543-1000 • Fax: (718) 548-0036 

February 24, 1997 

Michael Cohen 
Special Assistant to the President 
The Old Executive Office Building 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

Dear Mr. Cohen, 

I read with great interest the article in the January 29th Education Week entitled, "Clinton, Test 
Scores Put Illinois Consortium on the Map". 

I've taken the liberty of writing to you to explain why I believe we are the perfect school for the 
President to acknowledge as part of his enormously important campaign to make education the 
centerpiece of his second administration. Given that we are celebrating our Centennial this year 
(1897-1997), it would be an extraordinary tie-in. 

1. Seven years ago, we were identified as a low achieving school, and required to participate 
in the New York State Attendance Improvement/Dropout Prevention Program 
(attendance rate was 74%, dropout rate over 11%). 

Today, we can boast the following: 

1. Selected by Redhook Magazine, April 1996, 5th Annual Best High Schools in America 
Competition, as one of the five most improved high schools in the nation. 

2. The New York Times, on January 12, 1997, gave us their highest 5-star rating, based 
upon our performance on the New York State Report Card, recently issued to every 
single school in the state. Only 25% of the high schools in New York City even received 
an average rating of 3 or more. Seventeen percent received a 4 or better. Only 8% of the 
high schools received the highest score (11 schools) and we were in the rarified company 
of Stuyvesant, Bronx Science, Brooklyn Tech, Townsend Harris, Manhattan High School 
for Science and Math, etc. 

1897 - 1997 100 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 
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3. We have met or exceeded every single one of the eleven Chancellor's Standards for 
performance. 

4. We were selected as one of the top ten high schools (adjusted for poverty) in the State of 
New York for our performance on the English Regents Examination. 

5. Our attendance for the first five months of this school year: 90.3%. 90.4% 90.5% 
90.9%. 90.1 %, exceeding every high school in the Bronx (except Bronx High School of 
Science). 

6. Our dropout rate 1.ast year was 2.8% or less. 

7. Our academic performance has improved dramatically (see attached data sheet). 

8. Clinton is a high school with an especially rich tradition and history. We have an 
incredibly distinguished body of alumni; our Alumni Association considers itself the 
largest, most active, most devoted in the country for any secondary school. 

Jack Rudin, Arthur Gelb, Richard A vedon, William Kuntsler, Edward Bernays, A very 
Fisher, Walter Hoving, Lewis Rudin, Maj. Howard Lee, Don Adams, Ralph Lauren, Burt 
Lancaster, Stanley Simon, James Baldwin, Avery Corman, Nate Archibald, Fats Waller, 
Adolph Shayes, Martin Balsam, Theodore Kheel, Maurice Nadjari, Garry Marshall, Gil 
Noble, Richard Rodgers, Bernard Kalb, Murray Bergtraum, Basil Patterson, Robert 
Lowery, George Cukor, Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., Larry Hart, Judd Hirsh, Theodore 
Kupferman, Bob Kane, Stubby Kaye, Robert Klein, Jan Murray, Jan Peerce, Daniel 
Schorr, Jimmy Walker, Larry Storch, Arthur Markowitz, Burton Roberts, Paddy 
Chayefsky, Ron Behagen, Frank Gilroy, A.M. Rosenthal, Richard Hofstadter, Steve 
Sheppard, Ed Lewis, Bruce Friedman, Gary Gubner, Dave Herman, Stan Lee and Neil 
Simon. 

9. Our student population is comprised: 
57% Latino 
34% African-American 

5% Asian 
4% White non-Latino, other 

Over 80% of our students are Title I eligible (poverty). 

I 0. Our philosophy: 

HIGH STANDARDS + HIGH EXPECTATIONS =HIGH ACHIEVEMENT 

"NO ONE RISES TO LOW EXPECTATIONS" 
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11. Our objectives: 
a. To truly become a School of Excellence; 
b. To continuously improve student performance outcomes; 
c. For all of our students to demonstrate the mastery of world-class standards. 

12. Our magnificent and wonderful Teacher of the Year for 1997, Ann Williamson, happens 
to be a classmate of Hillary Clinton, Wellesley, '69, and a roommate of Crandell Close 
Bowles, wife of the Chief of Staff. Hillary had the entire class of' 69 at the White House 
for a reunion-in February '95. 

13. De Witt Clinton, famous American and part Irishman, must be distantly related to the 
President's step family. 

Here's a calendar of the significant up-coming events to celebrate our Centennial: 

Date Event 

Friday, May 16 Homecoming Day-for Alumni/Retired Faculty 
(activities all day) Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony to commemorate/inaugurate the 

DWCHS Walk of Fame/Parade 
7:30 - 8:30 PM TDF /Student Theatrical Production 

DWCHS Auditorium 
8:30 - Midnight Centennial Dance 

Satuday, May 1 7 DWCHS Centennial Banquet Special Guests: 
7:00 P.M. New York Hilton Hotel De Witt Clinton V 

Basil Patterson (alum), principal honoree DeWitt Clinton VI 
Robert Klein (alum), Master of Ceremonies 

Wednesday, June 25 Commencement Exercises/Graduation 
10:00 .A.M. 

Saturday, September 13 Centennial Commemoration Ceremony (exact actual birthday of the school) 

Mr. Cohen, as you can imagine, we would be thrilled, delighted, ecstatic, incredibly appreciative 
and grateful if the President could, would acknowledge and participate in our Centennial 
Celebrations. We are, of course, flexible, and to the extent possible, would adapt our 
plans/schedule around the President. Even a live, interactive, distance link-up with one of these 
events would be great if a personal appearance is impossible. 
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What d'ya think? Can do? Please advise a.s.a.p. 

Thanks, thanks, thanks, thanks, thanks, thanks ... 

Sincerely, 

L 
Norman M. Wechsler 
Principal 

NMW:na 



THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 1997 
.. 

Report Cards for Middle and High Schools 

Following are some key measures 
1m the first New York State 
~port Cards, Issued this month for 
ery public school in the state. 

INCOME Percentage of students 
·ove Federal income guidelines for 
!e school lunch. Where missing, 
nllar income.figures were substi· 
ted from the 1990 Census. 

MATH Percentage scoring more 
an 85 on a math Regents test usu­
ly administered in the eighth or 
nth grades. This test score was 
tlmated by The New York Times 
1m data on the school report 
.rds. 

READING Percentage of students 
oring above typical reading level 
r sixth graders on a statewide test. 
~arty three-quarters of sixth 
·aders In the state meet this stan· 
lrd; blanks are shown for schools 
ithout sixth grades. 

DROPOUT RATE The total number 
of students who dropped out in 1995, 
divided by the total school regi~ter. 

11 TH-GRADE ENGLISH Percentage 
of students scoring more than 85 on 
the high school English Regents 
exam, usually given in 11th grade. 
This test score was estimated by 
The New York Times from data on 
the school report cards. 

REGENTS DIPLOMA Percentage of 
graduates last year who met the 
higher academic standards for a 
diplomas endorsed by the State 
Board of Regents. Blanks are shown 
where schools have obtained 
waivers and do not offer Regents 
diplomas. · 

THE 'PERFORMANCE' COLUMN A 
measure calculated by The New 
York Times that adjusts test scores 
to control for differences in stu· 
dents' backgrounds. Schools are 
coded from one to five boxes, with 

High Schools 

five highest and three average. 
For sixth-grade reading perfor­

mance, the scores were adjusted 
using students' family income and 
language background, as measured 
by the number of students with llm· 
ited proficiency in English. For high 
school performance, they were 
adjusted using family Income.· 

The performance scale is intend· 
ed to put a sharp focus on the effec­
tiveness of schools, by comparing 
schools to other schools with similar 
students. The Times calculated the 
typical test score for each level of 
income; the actual outcomes at 
each school were then compared to 
the typical score from similar 
schools. Schools were ranked by how 
much they exceeded or lagged 
behind similar schools, and divided 
into five groups, with one-fifth of stu· 
dents tested in each group. 

Over all, the statistical model 

..... 
DROP· l1TH RE· 

STU IN· OUT ENG· GENTS 
DENTS COME RATE LISH DIPL PERF~~~ SCHOOL 

BRONX ·. . . · . · . ' 
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accounted for nearly three-quarte: 
of the differences among schools ir 
sixth-grade reading, and just unde: 
half the differences In Regents dip: 
ma rates. 

The performance scale is only c: 
of many ways of looking at a 
schools. No single statistical anal:;· 
sis can tell the entire story of any 
school. And the calculation iriclude. 
assumptions that may not fit ever:­
school: some schools may do a be'. 
ter job than others in reporting stu· 
dent information, and the differ­
ences among schools may be duet' 
other factors not available for 
analysis. Schools were not includec 
In the analysis If fewer than 20 stu· 
dents were tested. 

Notes: Some calculations may : 
affected by rounding by the state. 
High schools with no graduating 
class or not administering the 
English Regents are omitted. 
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AMERICA'S BEST SCHOOLS PRQ.J<:.f..~CT 

Mr. Norman M. Wechsler 
DeWitt Ointon High School 
100 West Musholu Parkway South 
Bronx, NY 10468 

Dear Mr. Wechsler: 

March 5, 1996 

. Con~I~ons( _i am delight~ to announce ~ your hlgb schoOl bas been named a 
winner in REDBOOK's Amcirica's Best SchOols Project. Your achOol baS been ielectcd for its 
innovative and successful programs as well as Its uncompromising commitment t~· czcelle~,: .To 
celebrate this accomplishment, please accept the cnclc>Scd certificate of recopition which caales 
with it the commendation of education leaders from around the countJy. ,, .·~; 

~· -.-: 

.. '.'· 

Being honored as one of REDBOOK's America's Best Schools is truly an impressive. • ... ·.· . 
achievement. State and national education leaden nominated nearly 400 schools for rccogniti0n ·m 
one of six categories: classroom innovation, parCDt/community involvement, extracurricular /.,: _ 
activities, special-needs pl'Qgrams, significant lmpmv~ment and overall excellence. Our judgilig · · 
panel of a dozen education experts selected 155 winners in the different categories, including one 
school from every state plus the District of Columbia for special recognition as the "Best of the 
States." 

A prominent feature in REDBqc>K's April issue spotlights your school along with~ 
other winners, and will be available on the ncwsstanda on March 12th (a tearsheet Is enclosed). To 
coordinate our-national promotion effort, we'd apptcci8tc iflfyou"d not jive interviews to your 
local media prior to Friday, March 8th. 

Warmest congratulations again to you, your faculty and students as well as their families! 
The entire comm unify deserves to feel very proud of your school's national recognition. · ·: 

SiJlccrely, 

~~ 
Kate White 
Editor-in-Chief 
RED BOOK 



News But eat• (718) 822-1174 

Fax (718: 82 2-1562 

Home Dellvuy 1-800692-NEWS 

Clinton turns itself a1round 
WHEN DEWITT 

CLINTON WAS 
GOVERNOR in 

the first part. of the 19th 
cf'ntury, he helped estab-
1 ish New York State's 
first school system. 

lie aim promoll'd the <'On­
sl met ion or I hr ~: .. ir Canal, 
whid1 oµr11t'd 1Jp tht• tlow of 
co111mrrre to NP\\' York St11tr 
li-0111 tht• Wf's1 and the• lire11t 
l.ak.-, 

Morr than l~iO v1·ms later. 
lht• North Hmm high school 
nf :1.500 slurJconts named anf'r 
him is enjoying a rt•1rnissa1tl'<' 
that would snn•I; hm·r maclt· 
hi111 1>roud. 

1\f"IC'r a s1'1·pr1• ;icackniil' 
'li<lt• in lhC' carlv and mid­
i !1110,, when thr· st:liool 011 Mo­

"" ho111 Parkwav was :.lmo~t 
~hu! ctown anri r<'nrgaui'l.cd. 
l'li11to11 has rf'boundt>d. /\ca­
dt'mi<" sror<:"s. att<·ndan('<' anci 
,,,_,dent moral!· has i1111>roved, 
;1s has· lhl• c·o11111111ni<'Hlion 
;11H011g kici ..... p:1n~11l.s a11d 
· l'hool slalfrrs. 

··TllC' 1•111·iro11111P11: ul' this 
'<·hool U!'iPd to IJ<· drPt11·\·. and 
now it'.<; 11pb1·al ·· <aid t'i-yPar­
,.1it (iiovani Ml'l<•11d<•7 .. a 121 h­
!! r a cl I' r w h n \\"a I I' h e d t h ,. 
~t·llonl i111pro1 I' duri11~ his 
1"011r \'Pal'~ llu·r··· 

··ciiuton usr<I 111 Ill' g1·arl'<l 
lowar<I i11sl Cl'lti11~ it~ ~tu­
d<'nls lhl'ou_,;h li il-!tl s1· houl: 
now it"sgf'o1n·<I tu l!r·11 ing I \1f"111 
in lo coll1'g<'.'. 

Prin<·iµi1I ·\i•1rma11 
W1'!'hsl1•r. no•dil•·•I wi1h lo·acl­
i 11~ Clinton·~ 1T:-.llrt!rnrP. 
points to s11v<T<il progr~tms 1ni­
I i~tcd sil1rr 111,. lat<• l!IROs tlrnt 
have spa1·k1·d slurlents 11nd 
ilolslrn'cl t1•ar:l"·rs. 

Thc.v incl11rl1• th!' Mac.v's 
M<'dical llonors pro1irnm tor 
700 studcnls. a l11·allh C'arL-cr~ 
pr11.l!1·c1111 0111<1 ;1 n•tHl\\'ll<'d CH· 

1·01111tl't'·.[!r1111p prog1·i1m to 
ho·lp sl111l1·11I> d1•al with o!len 
.... t•l'itHIS 1u·rs1111al prolJkms. 

Sincp urri\·i11g in lOU~L 
\VeC'hslrr has aho 1•xp~ndC'd 
I he college' adv a 111'rd-plac1•-
11wnt prngrn111. <'I ioninatcd all 
11011-lll•gl'nls-ll'\"l'I l'OllfS!'S, 
lriplt'd lhL• 1n1111h1•rofstrn..lents 
Stu'C'<'Ssf'11lly llH)\·ing on from 
1111• 1.imil<'d Enl!lish l'rotil'irn­
'-'Y 1>rograrn :llld t1p0nl'd a 1u~w 
lwaltl1 clinic tl1:11 is sponsored 
"'" MontrtiorC' ~1<-di<-al ( 0

<'111<•r. 
·But two f:1t·lors -- morr lha11 

an_v nth1'rs -- . ha1•1• <0011hib11led 
In tlw 1ww s~·iril at. l'linton. 
saicl \Vt'l'hsl('I": thl' achnission 
of i,·111111J,! \i,·ornPll i11lt1 Uw f'or­
lllf'·,. all-buy, ~..iwol aurl th•· 
··xpandC'd i·olr· or 1111· parpnt' 
:.i~~oci:.1lin11. 

C'linlon abo h<•ilsls p<'rh:ops 
lhC' larg<'st high ,-,·hoot ;11!1111111 
as~oc1ation ·i11 lhl' 1·011ntr\.'. 
·.villi " mailing lbl "r l!J.000 
fonlH.'r st11d<'Tll" 

PRINCIPAL ;e~" 
hind school'!; rise is Norman 
Wechsler (center, with 5lu­
dents flnd staff); at right, stu­
dents in chem lab and ROTC. 

'"Tiu· lhiugs thal r1·ally i111-
prol't'd this school werr lhr 
dramatic i11crcasc in expt~cla­
lions a11<1 I h1· i111'1usion of st.u­
de11I~. pHrcnls ;inn all sd1ool 
st<&ff i11 reaching I how 1•xpe1·­
tatio11s.'" \l'<•1·hsl1•r said. 

111 jusl n111• Yl'ar. Clin1<111 has 
shown a nearly 50'/t• improve­
mr.nt i 11 tbr number of· slu­
dcn1s wlrn passed thr. stale lt<'­
t;l'n1s rxa111s. /\ 1otal of l.71fi 
~luch·nls tll <~I i11to11 p.ns~Pd !.lic• 
exams during th<' 1!1!14-115 
scho11l .v<':1r. 1·0111p;m•d lo 1.145 
tlu· JH"(•vious .vc•ar . 

Thi' hi{-!~l'st j11111ps Wl'l'l' in 
thl' sci1·n1·<•s. whl're llll' num­
br·r of s1ml1•11ts passi11g the 
EcirU1 S<'il'IH'<' c•xuni iucn•ai:;f'd 
51:_ir;: C'\w111isto·1·. 22!>~;., nnrt bi­
ology, 1ow;. Sl.ndl'Uls also 
showe<l imprn1·1'1111•11t in 111atll. 
and hllln:111it.ics subj1•1·ls snch 
as English. FnmC'h. Spanish 
and history. 

Insuring that students are i11 
lhf'ir eh1sSroom:-: t>VC'ry rlay is il 
big part or I he reason for lhP 
improvC'd ._..,, srorrs. Bl'Cord·· 
inK to Wrdosli·r. 

'St11dC'11ts in this school hacl 
lo bPgin lo fo1•l that hl•ing in 
cl:.lss was 11ot an option but an 
:1bsol111to l'Xllet:tation," said 
Wc·C'hsl<'.r. who rrC'clited his 
ll'ad11.'t's and olhrr schnnl staff 
with Cli11lon's turn11ro1111d. 

lln<' i11 four Clinton slt1<lr11ts 

wa~ uhsc111 from clas~ nn nnv 
givl'n day during the 198!1-BU 
s ,. h o o l y r a I' . Th i s y <' a r . 
. Wcchsl<•r <'>'l)('C'ts thr school's 
11th,nda11c<• rnte lo h1· ll8%, 
whi~h ('X('l'C'dS the C'hanl"el­
lor"; stu mlarrl or B;'l'/r. 

1'111• ral<' of!'linlon sl11d1•nts 
wlto droppc·d out h<·li•r<' <'0111-
plcting four y1·:1rs ot" st'lwol 
ha' :il~n l>lu111mC't('{I. fro111 25':; 
in l!lllll lo about hall' Iha! last 
year. 

Thi• sl'hool is :1lso saf"t·r to­
day than il"s h<'1·11 in a long 
lillH'. Th<' n11mht~r or )'Pllrly 
snsp!'nsions lws hc•t•n cul in 
halt'. from (JO in \!1!12-ri:i to a 
11\0l'P ma 1u1gonhk 27 1nsl. ye~n. 

"Thi• s1'11nol fl'<•ls ii lo/ safrr 
now than whl'n I start<'d 
hC'rn." snid Stary1111'l flick1•lts, 
an I llh-gr:odt•r "Thc·rr. 11n• 
lC'SS peoµi1' in till' hall,; clurinr, 
el asses n n d h :1 11 gin g 'l u t 
around lhr school .. 
(~linlou·s improvt•nu•nts 

hav<' bc!en so dram,.tic that it 
was recently cit rd b 1 Ht dbook 
magazine~ as ont• of th< ('Ollll­

try's most impr(•>'l'< high 
schools. 

The nntion;d pu<>li1 nlion. 
which has 2.8 mi Ilic 11 n aclPl"s. 
selC'cled i:m schor ls .1;ot ion 
wide - 011! of abonl 5<J( ;q1pli 
cants - lo hl' hi.no.·r.n in si·1·­
l'rRI diffrrC'nt l'~h·g .. ri" '· 

f'lint.on was 1h1~ onl; N!'11 
York City srhool ~nrl onr or 
only five srhools 1.ati.,11wid1• 
lo br. hono1 l'd in Ill!' :ignif"i 
<"flnt improvrnwnt C'alt·;'.o.ry 

"DeWitt f'linton still h"' a 
longw11yto1?0."~Hi<:.fo;111 F<·r­
rondino. thi-. noun! of ~dllf'l:l­
tion's s111>erinlt'n1.lo•.;,t of !111· 
Division of Jligh Sc!1oo:s. "Hnt 
I.his ~chool is a gn•;,t r. a111pl<· 

-.,,of wilat cnn happ1 11 1 ·111•11 :1 
·"irommunity I!'-''!~ tH·l1i11rl '' 

group of drdiC'ili<'cl 1·<1:11·;ilor' 
for thf' purposl' of 11,..1 p "·'' stu­
d('nts." 

MICllAR KHWMTZ 

AT-A-GLANCE · 
JUST THE FACTS 

•Address: Paul /\1c. and 
Mosholu ParltwnY. 

• Number of student.: 
3.500. 

• Percentage of female 
students: Al>out 55%. 

• AY&rqe dally atte• 
dance: Ahout 88'X· of stu 
dents. 

• Dropout rate: 111 11)"~. 
.13.7% ol students 1ni1N1 lo 
complete full four y<'~rs. 

• Number of eppllutlona 
,_admission to tho 

school: R.000 las1 year. 



)e Witt Clinton High Sc ioo 
100 West Mosholu Parkway South 

Bronx, New York 10468 
Telephone (718) 543-1000 • Fax (718) 548-0036 

Norman M. Wechsler, Principal 

llllprovement in Performance Outcomes 
Updated 1/97 

ATTENDANCE 
88/89 89/90 90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 

average 
daily 74.7% 79.2% 82.0% 83.3% 84.3% 85.2%* 86.8%* 87.9%* 
excluding 
LTA's 

Students absent 16 or more 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 

days per semester 27.6% 25.1% 21.9% 20.0%* 

Long-term absentees (LTA' s) 92-93 93-94 94-95 95-96 

10.0% 9.3% 6.9% 4.9%* 

ANNUAL DROPOUT RATE 
'89-'90 '90-'91 '91-'92 I 92 - I 93 '93-'94 '94-'95 '95-'96 

11.4% 6.3% 4.6% * 4.2% * 4.0% * 3.4% * 2.8% est * 

REGENTS DIPLOMAS 
1993 1994 1995 1996 Improvement (3 yrs) 

31 34 44 67 +116.1% 

REGENTS EXAM RESULTS 
Total number of Regents Exams Passed, January and June 

1993 1994 1995 1996 Improvement (3 yrs) 

1,311 1,454 1,829 2,253 +71.9% 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS RATE 
June, 1994 June, 1995 June, 1996 

81.0% 88.9% 92.1% 

COJ,J,RGR FJNANCTAT, ATn OFFRRF.n 



88/89 89/90 90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 

average 
daily 74.7% 79.2% 82.0% 83.3% 84.3% 85.2%* 86.8%* 87.9%* 
excluding 
LTA's 

Students absent 16 or more 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 

days per semester 27.6% 25.1% 21.9% 20.0%* 

Long-term absentees {LTA' s) 92-93 93-94 94-95 95-96 

10.0% 9.3% 6.9% 4.9%* 

ANNUAL DROPOUT RATE 
'89-'90 '90-'91 '91-'92 '92-'93 I 93-' 94 '94-'95 '95-'96 

11.4% 6.3% 4.6% * 4.2% * 4.0% * 3.4% * 2.8% est * 

REGENTS DIPLOMAS 
1993 1994 1995 1996 Improvement (3 yrs) 

31 34 44 67 +116.1% 

REGENTS EXAM RESULTS 
Total number of Regents Exams Passed, January and June 

1993 1994 1995 1996 Improvement (3 yrs) 

1,311 1,454 1,829 2,253 +71.9% 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS RATE 
June, 1994 June, 1995 June, 1996 

81.0% 88.9% 92.1% 

COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID OFFERED 
June, 1995 June, 1996 

$898,761 $2,464,781 

*Meets or exceeds Chancellor's Standards 

HIGH STANDARDS+ HIGH EXPECTATIONS= 
HIGH ACHIEVEMENT! 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION PROGRESS 
% of students making , 93 - , 94 '94-'95 '95-'96 
necessary improvement 

48.1% 71. 9% 73.8% 

HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS (Number of Applications for Sept. 1996) 

DeWitt Clinton HS 9,342 +50.9% High School of 
Choice in the 

Nearest Bronxwide HS 6,190 Bronx! 

:BILINGUAL (Limited English Proficient - LEP Students) 

Successfully Tested Out Spr , 94 Spr '95 Spr , 96 Improvement (2 yrs) 

{number) 23 69 78 +239% 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENROLLMENT (A.P./College Board) 

Fall , 93 Fall , 94 Fall '95 Fall '96 3 Yr. Increase 

131 216 264 296 + 126% 

CHANCELLOR'S ST AND ARDS 
91/92 94/95 95/96 

6 out of 12 met 9 out of 11 met 11 out of 11 met 

503 met 81.83 met 100% met 

C.P.I. - COLLEGE PREPARATORY UNITS EARNED 
Percentage of Graduating Seniors with 16 or more units (the highest category) 

1993 

38.93 

Regents Exams 

English 

French 

Spanish 

Global History 

US History 

1994 1995 

40.43 45.23 

REGENTS EXAM RESULTS 
(numbers passing) 

January +June 

in 1993 1994 1995 1996 3 yr. 

175 209 250 342 

20 20 22 35 

225 234 251 327 

161 188 247 291 

194 183 232 241 

Math Sequential 1 97 113 132 226 

1996 

48.43 

improvement 

+ 95.4% 

+ 75.0% 

+ 45.3% 

+ 80.7% 

+ 24.2% 

+133.0% 

I 
I 



II (number) 23 69 78 +239% 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENROLLMENT (A.P./College Board) 

Fall I 93 Fall I 94 Fall '95 Fall '96 3 Yr. Increase 

131 216 264 296 + 126% 

CHANCELLOR'S ST AND ARDS 
91/92 94/95 95/96 

6 out of 12 met 9 out of 11 met 11 out of 11 met 

50% met 81.83 met 100% met 

C.P.I. - COLLEGE PREPARATORY UNITS EARNED 
Percentage of Graduating Seniors with 16 or more units (the highest category) 

1993 1994 1995 

38.9% 40.43 45.23 

REGENTS EXAM RESULTS 
(numbers passing) 

January+ June 

Regents Exams in 1993 1994 1995 1996 3 yr. 

English 175 209 250 342 

French 20 20 22 35 

Spanish 225 234 251 327 

Global History 161 188 247 291 

US History 194 183 232 241 

Math Sequential 1 97 113 132 226 

Math Sequential 2 108 132 146 169 

Math Sequential 3 65 73 106 120 

Biology 79 166 158 218 

Chemistry 36 42 117 83 

Earth Science 30 56 154 155 

Physics 38 38 14 46 

TOTALS 1,311 1,454 1,829 2,253 

1996 

48.4% 

improvement 

+ 95.4% 

+ 75.0% 

+ 45.3% 

+ 80.7% 

+ 24.2% 

+133.0% 

+ 56.5% 

+ 84.6% 

+175.9% 

+130.6% 

+416.7% 

+ 21.1% 

+ 71.9% 

I! 
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Harlem HS joins 
list of nation's best 

By DENISE BUFFA 1,, ~ 
Education Reporter 

Central Park East Secondary 
School in Manhattan - where kids 
perform internships in rDOfl:\le& 
and criminal oourthou.'leS - was 
yesterday named one of the five 
best urban high schools in the 
country. 

The Ea.c;t Harlem school, where 
97 pen:er;t of the kid& graduate and 
90 percent go to oollege, will share 
a $2 million grant to continue its 
wnrk, exchange ideas with the four 
other top schools and ultimately 
spread its secrets of SUCCl!SS with 
school& throughout the region. 

'They are what every 9Chool 
should be reaching for.• US. Edu­
cation Secn;tary Richa~t!y said 
at the Madison Avenue school yes­
terday as· he aMounced the U.S. 
Department of Education's Urban 
High School Initiative. 

The program is a partnel'llhip be­
tween the department, the five 
schools and The Big Picture Com­
pany, a Rhode Island-based nonpro­
fit education research and advocacy 
group. 

Central Park East - whose 475 
seventh· through 12th-gradt>rs hail 
from the East Harlem neighbor­
hood - is answering President 
Clinton's "Call to ktion• to ensure 
kids are ready to go to college, have 
access to the Internet, qualified 
teachers and a safe school, Riley 
said. 

At the end of the 10th grade, stu­
dents enter what's called the Senior 
Institute. where they must prepare 

portfolios in areas including lit.f:!ra-­
ture and science and t.Pchnology. 

They must then Pt"?Sent their 
thoughts to a committee oonsisting 
of an administrator, a teacher, a 
younger student and an adult of 
the graduation candidate's choice. 

Much of the work done in ronnec­
tion with the portfolio 1s the out­
come of internships, which inve the 
students firsthand experience in 
professions they're oonsidering. 

One student, Robin Bullock, said 
working as a teacher's assistant in 
an elementary school helped her 
decide what sort of education career 
to punue: as a high school math 
teacher. 

"It really made me decidE> this is 
what I want to do,"' said the 
18-year-old senior. 

Parents and teachers. sitting with 
Riley and the student.II in a circle 
aft.er the announcement, told of 
what's worked for them. 

For Samantha Olds, who teaches 
social studies arui English to sev­
enth- and eighth-gn.dt>rs, there's a 
bigger reward than camaraderie 
wtth other teachers or the chance oo 
earn credits toward a master's de­
gree. 

'The payoff is watching the pro­
gress and seeing the light go off' ill 
someone's head," she said. 

The other selected !'dloole are 
Hoover High School, San Diego, 
Calif.; William Turner Technical 
High School, Miami; Chicago Voca- · 
tional F.uential High School; and 
the St. Louis Academy. 



__ -- .. ·- _......, ... .a."' ....... ,......,......_,, ""Vll&.l.llU1;;U ••• 

"I've tried to hide it," admitted Ha­
zel Langrall, 16, a Conestoga senior 
who was deferred at her top choice, 
Duke University. "I know it's not 
personal, but it feels that way. It's a 
rejection of yourself." 

And for a teenager, grappling 
With the normal insecurities of ado­
lescence. any rejection is tough 
news. 

"I feel betrayed by the whole proc­
ess, and what I'd been told," Bal­
dwin's Judi DeDerenzo said of her 
Duke deferral. "I've worked my butt 
off for years, and look where it got 
me." 

The quest to stand out - to be­
come the student who leaps ahead 
of all others - is not lost on Patrick 
Fischer, who has seen the pressures 
building when he recruits for Car­
dinal O'Hara at elementary schools .. 
Already, students are asking about 
advanced placement courses, when 

. to take the SAT. and how early to 

start the college-application P!2c­
ess. 

"We have parents of eighth grad-

ers asking about it," Fischer said. 
"The mind-set has changed so 
much. It's scary." 

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS THURSDAY XARCH 13, 1997 

E. Harlem HS wins 
2M federal grant 
BJ LAWRENCE GOODMAN i'~ (1.C~ Class sizes in grades seven through 
Dalf'I Nll'Ns Staff Writer IO are no larger than 20, and the staff 

An experimental East Harlem high meets to discuss teaching strategies at 
school that sends 90% of Its students to least five hours a week. 
college will get $2 million rrorn the A stunning 97% of the students grad­
U.S. government to develop ways to uate, the U.S. Education Department 
spread its success to other schools. said. Most of the students come from 

The U.S. Department of Edycatjon the East Harlem neighborhood, and 
cited Central Park East Secondary nearly all are black or Hispanic. 
School as one of five "cutting edge" ur- One parent who lives outside the 
ban public high schools in the nation. area said her children get up at 5 a.m . 

With the $2 million grant, teachers to attend school there. 
and administrators at the 450-student "My main concern was I wanted my 
academy on Madison Ave. at 106th SL children in a safe haven where they 
will develop Innovative educational didn't feel like outcasts because they 
techniques and then tell other schools wanted to learn," parent Sheila Lam-
about them. bright told Riley. 

"The percentages of students you The other schools tapped for the 
graduate and send to college are re- Education Department's Urban Htgh 
markable," Education Secretary Rich· School Initiative are in Miami, Chica­
ard Ri!(!l told school officials and stu- go, SL Louis and San Diego, Calif. A 
dents earlier this week. sixth will be added shortly. 

"They are testament to the hard Each school will receive a base grant 
work of your school admini.strators. of $30,000 to $50,000, and then add!-· 
teacher~. community members and tional funds as needed. fedP.ral offi­
busincsses - and of course your par· clals said. 
ent.s." Larry Rosenstock, an education ron-

The school, established nearly 12 sultaut who helped select the schools, 
years ago, has grades seven through 12. said all the academies are small or 
Students can call their teachers by have been divided up into smaller 
their first names, and are required to schools. 
perform a semester-long internship to "It seems to be a very common theme 
graduate. for getting results," he said. 

KANSAS Cl'!:: ~TA~- _MAR 1 3 1997 

Edu9ation \Jqard delays ~¢tion on i3. grants 
. . ·: . . .. . . . . 

:By KATE B~EM . . '. fl 4- r . . . . ~00s,th· . They mlirit~ !o !ee the a;itcnaly'. usCd io 
5\4 Writor ,., raia e pt app ·cati6*i 11.Qd: posSib the appli· 

. . . . .. cationuhCmselve&. · · · · · · · · . . · · 
Althou;h ·iJ approved die~ sta~e·~ .~st c:hac;te·r Tompidm l91d .the two, they eould haVe :a.skt<l to 

~hoot~ Tuesday, the .Kail$a.S Bocu:,51 of Educ-!ltlml ·'" th.it UJ.formatioa; b~Co~ Tl.1C$day's ·meeting. 
did not approve 23 grant& to help di.~ plan for Board members receive their agendas abou~ two 
the experuncn~al ~~00~ . . . . . . ' . . v.tckS .before rpc rnonthl)' m"tings. . . . 
. Th~ money JS pan of an S8S0,000 federal grant.· ·· Assistui c · · · ·. · Dal o · ·(f an 

K.an.s.l.S n:ceivcd last falt Department of ~~tioll . . . t onumssioocr . e cnnu sai . ~r 
staff members recommended that the board &p~ . ~c m~g th.at the .board m~bers would get the 
prove·23. grants to school distrjcts, mcludin& Bltic . ~orm:s(l?~ 1M. that the P,Jl~ would be plaOod ~11 
Valley arul Spring Hill in JQhiison ·County and Uie .. ·.~boards .\J>cil agaida.. . . · · . 
Columbus School District. in soutb.6.st 1<:.ansa~ ·. Thi: 23 gm1~s -TS ~r S3S,OOO ll1d eigb~ fC?t 
which will start the state's tir!t Chart~i"· school i;i . $30.~ ::"'."' ~ for )\>l~g onl)': (jro1.1ps ~thin 
August. . . . . . . . . . .· . . . . school di~.trlcts tccelVlll~ the grants ~ho want to . 

8Qard members Sc:ott Hill of Abilene and 1.irida . st¥t. ~~ schoo~ tJ?-Wt f~Uow ~e charter school 
Hollo9.'ay of Shawnee told Coin.missioner Andy "PJ)licati?'D process. Tompkin.uaid.. . · 
Tompkins they.couldn't approve the grants blUM:d The 1994 Kaiis.u 1aw aJlowma chatter schools 
solely 011 a reeomme!2dation Crom department staff limits the~ to ·IS such schools. . ·. . · . . 
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U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Under Secretary, Planning and Evaluation Service 

600 Independence Avenue, SW 

TO Bill Kincaid 

FAX NO.: 
456-7028 
456-7431 

Room 4168, FOBlO 
Waiihington, UC 20202 

FAX COVER SHEET 

Fax Number: (202) 401·3036 

(Number of pages, including cover !\beet: 7) 

FROM: Val Plisko 

PHONE N0.:401-1958 

Me!;~age: 

Bill, 

Attached is a fa.~ Christine Kulick sent me; she left me a voice mail message that I was to 
coordinate the response. I can't tell what the source is hut it looks published. Most are 
magnets. Hope they are helpful. 

Val 

~001 



JUN 09 '97 01=04PM DOE/OFC OF SECRETRRY P. l/3 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE Of THE SECRETARY 

FAX TRANSMITTAL 

To __ ~~~·_\l_;.,..~~i~~G-~~lll~-----------------

PHONE 41? (, - 2 ~ C1 t 
FROM iv(}._ Smi 1' V\ 
PHONE i_\-0 ( , 111 ~ 

PAGE(S) TO FOLLOW -------
MESSAGE: 

FAX L{-t;, l, _. 102.. i ___ ;::...m. ___________ __ 

FAX 202-401-2098 -------------------

--~~~~~~------~~~~~~~~----------------

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

THIS TRANSMISSION IS INTENDED FOR AND RESTRIC'l'ED TO TJ:IE NAMED 
ADDRESSEE ONLY. IT MAY' CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR PRIVILEGED 
:rNFORMATION. IF YOU RECErvE THIS TRANSMISSION IN ERROR, YOU ARE 
NOTIFIED THAT YOU ARE PROHIBZTED FROM READXNG, COPYING, OR 
Dl:SSEMrNATING THE 'l'RANSMrSSION. PLEASE CALL 202-401-3000 TO 
ARRANGE FOR RETURN OF ANY TRANSMISSION SENT XN ERROR. THANJ; YOU. 

600 INOEPENDENCE AVE .. S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20202 

<)ur mi:;.•ion l.' ro t'Tf.~t1r(' <'QLtal ctccc:;~ ro edt1calior1 C1'1d f(') µrornote ('d1tc<tLI0'1nl l!!XC:ellc:nr.c rhrou.qllm11 rl1P .'lill!io11. 



June 6, 1997 

NOTE TO LESLIE 

As you had thought, this is for next week's speech. However, speechwriting would like the 
material to include in a draft to be completed Monday afternoon. Could we shoot for Monday 
around noontime on this? 

I have confirmed that they are looking for K-12 schools that are racially diverse and that 
exemplify excellence/high achievement. Speechwriting was going to call to get some more details 
on Venice High, so I think all three of the schools attached just need to be vetted. Beyond that, I 
would like to provide an additional 2 or 3 examples, at least, that would give a range of options 
geographically, and that have different racial makeups. Some of OV AE's New American High 
Schools might be a possibility, as well as Blue Ribbon and Title I distinguished schools. PES may 
be able to help. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks for your help. 

-- Bill 



SOME POSSIBfLITIES TO MENTION AS DIVERSE. DISTINGUISHED SCHOOLS 

1. DeWitt Clinton High School, Bronx, NY (had discussed a possible POTUS visit) -- see 
attached letter/clips--includes racial beakdown. 

• Dramatic turnaround story in a large, highly ethnically diverse high school. Identified 
seven years ago as a low-achieving school by New York State, with low attendance and 
high dropout rates. The formerly all-male school raised expectations (expanded AP 
program, eliminated all non-Regents level courses, and tripled the number of students 
moving on from Limited English Proficient program), and substantially increased parental 
involvement. 

• Dropout rates and attendance have dramatically improved, and far more students are 
taking and passing rigorous regents exams (although the total receiving Regents diplomas 
is still under 20%). 

• Selected by Redhook magazine in 1996 as one of the five most improved high schools in 
the nation, and given a high rating for performance from New York Times. 

• The school is celebrating its Centennial-this year. 

2. Central Park East Secondary School, Manhattan, NY 

Predominantly African-American and Hispanic. See attached clips/press release. 

• Selected by Dept. Of Education as one of outstanding New American High Schools. 

• Graduates 97.3% of its students and 90% o(them go on to college. 

3. Venice High School, Venice, CA 

My understanding is that this school is 67% Latino, 15% black, 5% Pacific Islander, 8% white, a 
fairly tough, urban high school. Evidently the school won the National Science Bowl for the 
second year in a row. Phone 310-306-7991. 
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JUN - 9 199"( 

Note to Iva Smith. OS 

Listed below: as you requested for the White House, are several diverse, distinguished schools: 

Ashford Elementary School 
Houston Independent School District 
Houston, Texas 
(713) 368-2120 

--705 students in grades PreK-4 
--53% white, 28% Hispanic, 12% African American 
--39% free or reduced lunch, 25% limited English proficient (LEP) 
--86% passing Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS) in reading, 84% passing 

Tex.as Assessment of Academic Skills (T AAS) in math 

Dr. Charles R. Drew Elementary School 
Montgomery County Public Schools 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
(301) 989-6030 

--501 students in grades PreK-6 
--43% percent white, 29% African American, 17% Asian, 11 % 
Hispanic 
--25% free or reduced lunch, 3% LEP 
--77% of 4th graders meeting state standard in reading, 
and 87% passing state standard in math 

PS 100 Isaac Clason School 
Community District 8 
Bronx, NewYork 
(718) 822-5048 

--761 students in grades K-4 
--84% free or reduced lunch, 5% LEP 
--87% of 3rd graders meeting state standard in reading, 99% 
of 3rd graders meeting state standard in math. 



JUN 09 '97 01:04PM DOE/OFC OF SECRETRRY 

Samuel Mason Elementary School 
Boston Public Schools 
Boston, MA 
(617) 635-9000 

--296 students 
--43% African American, 23% Cape Verdian, 14% Latino, 13% white 
--24% LEP 
--1995 achievement exceeded district averages for Boston and for 11 other urban school 
systems 
--Title I Exemplary Schoolwide Program recognized by U.S. Department of Education 

We hope this information will be useful. We are expecting addtional information on these 
schools, and will send it to you as soon as it is available. 

. ' ., ~ ...,,,,.... 
, __ ........ / -- ' -~~ 

1,' .....,J_ " ""' '---

Val Pliska 
Planning and Evaluation Service 
401-1958 
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29. The Washington Post 
05/11/97; Edition: FINAL; Section: Prince William Extra; Page VOi 

Non-English Speakers Are Testing Schools 
By Ann O'Hanlon 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Prince William County is far more 
diverse than a decade ago, particularly in 
the county's 66 schools, where the 
minority enrollment stands at 33 percent 
today, compared with 22 percent in 1990. 

Perhaps nowhere is that more evident 
than in the classrooms that are home to 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL). 

The number of teachers in the 
program has more than tripled in the last 
decade, and enrollment is more than I 0 
times what it was in 1987. 

Today, more than 1,000 students who 
are more comfonable speaking Spanish, 
Urdu, Korean, Vietnamese or one of 44 
other languages make their way to 
classrooms in 25 county schools. 

The effect on the school system is 
dramatic. The cost of educating those 
students is intense, because the ratio of 
students to teacher must be much smaller 
in ESOL classrooms. Another new cost 
brought on by the growth is the addition 
next year of a full-time ESOL supervisor, 
a pos1t1on that currently is an 
overwhelming part-time slot. 

ESOL teachers are heavily taxed and 
can burn out quickly, some county 
teachers say. Finding replacements and 
new teachers to fill slots is difficult, 
because ESOL enrollment also is 
booming elsewhere in the metropolitan 
area, creating demand and competition. 

Finally, ESOL teachers and some 
school administrators fret that immigrant 
students with little language ability are 
cut· off from the rest of the school 
community, perhaps leading to a lonely 
existence. The potential for trouble, 
gang-related or otherwise, is strong, they 
say. 

"I really think that a lot of kids have 
been discriminated against here, and it's 
hard to be fond of a country when that 
happens," said Rhonda Shaw, an ESOL 
teacher at Gar-Field High School. Her 
colleague Vera Darter said that other 
students don't make it easier. 

"Americans are not trying to make 
friends with them, either," she said. 
When she encourages her students to 
make friends outside the program, "they 
usually say, ·well, they don't want to be 
friends with us.' " 

School Superintendent Edward L. 
Kelly said the system is having 
increasing problems with Hispanic and 
Asian students - especially those whose 
native language is not English - joining 
gangs. 

"When you look at the reasons why 
kids join gangs, the single most common 
reason is to feel like they belong," he 
said. 

Teachers say that because of the 
neediness of the students and the fact that 
ESOL teachers and students usually are 
together for a few years running, tight 
bonds form. ESOL teachers often feel a 
maternal or paternal tie to their students. 

"The parents, so many of them are 
working so many jobs," said Charlotte 
Wicks, one of three ESOL teachers at 
West Gate Elementary School near 
Manassas. The students "will come in 
and say, 'Oh, I have a toothache.' So you 
get them a dentist appointment. Or they 
need glasses. You take them for haircuts. 
You are acting like a mother." 

The time-intensive relationships are 
strained by increasing enrollment, Wicks 
said. 

"You could give individual attention 
I ike mad back in 1984," she said, 
recollecting her first year in the county. 
"Whereas today you can try but you 
can't. So the numbers make a difference." 

And the numbers can feel like a 
squeeze, even when the ratio is good. At 
Gar-Field High, Shaw has 11 students in 
her third-period class and was busy with 
one of them recently, correcting a paper. 

"When you say people in your country 
listen to English music, do you mean 
English music or American music?" she 
asked. 

Moments later, she leaned over 
another student who had used the term 
"occupied countries" when he wanted to 
communicate "heavily populated." 

Next door, a few of Darter's students 
were confused by the word "Caucasian." 
It means white, another student 
explained. "Oh, gringo," said a student. 

Teachers face intense hurdles in such 
classes. In addition to having students 
who are in the midst of swirling life 
changes, they have students with varying 
language abilities, as well as varying 
academic abilities. 

Wick recalled a student from Italy, 

both of whose parents worked at 
International Business Machines Corp. 
He leaped through reading levels. But 
she has other students from countries 
with terrible education systems. and 
some of them are learning disabled to 
boot. 

Carol Bass, the part-time ESOL 
supervisor, said the program's growth 
offers promise as well as challenge. 

It must be a more centrally 
programmed curriculum than before, she 
said, because constant one-on-one 
contact with each ESOL teacher is no 
longer possible. That will produce an 
overall benefit eventually but also will 
require much time and be a larger 
bureaucratic hurdle for all involved. 

But refining the program has benefits, 
such as the ability to pull 
Spanish-speaking students out and teach 
them topics such as science and social 
studies in their native tongue. 

"The more students you have, the 
more creative you can be," Bass said. 
"That's the plus side of the program 
growing." 

DIVERSITY SPOKEN HERE 
Here's a look at the native tongues of 

Prince William students in English for 
Speakers of Other Languages. 

Akan I 
Albanian 2 
Arabic 13 
Bengali 7 
Bisaya l 
Cambodian 5 
Cantonese 3 
Chamorro I 
Chinese 8 
Creole 6 
Dari 4 
Dutch I 
Farsi 16 
Filipino 4 
French 4 
Gal 
German 8 
Gujarati 6 
Hamirch I 
Hindi 5 
Japanese 2 
Kero 2 
Korean 32 
Kurdish 2 
Lao 7 
Luganda l 
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Malay I Russian 3 Twi 10 
Mandarin 5 Somali 5 Urdu 50 
Pangasinan I Spanish 675 Uzbek 4 
Persian 2 Tagalog 14 Vietnamese 31 
Polish 2 Tao I Waray I 
Portuguese 13 Temein 3 Source: Prince William County 
Punjabi 3 Thai 10 Schools• 
Romanian I Tigrinya I 
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EDUCATING ABOUT EDUCATION: CITIZENS' 
GROUP MARKS THIRD YEAR OF PROVIDING 
SERVICE TO COMMUNITY 
N. BLITHE RUNSDORF 

Asking questions at school board 
meetings, preparing education policy 
position papers for district discussion and 
getting candidates elected to the board is 
the current focus of Gateway Citizens for 
Educational Reform, a group about to 
celebrate its third year of organization. 

Since its formation in 1994, the group 
has transformed from a single-issue 
taxpayers' group to one that considers its 
broader educational issues. 

Originally, the group was called 
Gateway Taxpayers for Quality and 
Accountability. It was created by area 
residents in response to an error in the 
negotiated teachers' contract that could 
have cost almost SI million in additional 
salaries over the five-year life of the 
contract. 

Now, the group is looking beyond 
contractual issues. 

"As we began to look at financial 
issues, we found that we were also 
looking at academic issues," said Dr. 
Louis A. Chandler, a group member and 
associate professor of education at the 
University of Pittsburgh. "One thing led 
to another, and our philosophical 
approach to issues started to come 
together as our discussions increased." 

GCER now publishes a monthly 
newsletter, the Gateway Report Card. 
With Chandler's guidance, it has 

produced research-based papers on six 
issues. Those issues include 
outcome-based education, grade inflation 
and informing parents and obtaining their 
consent for their children's participation 
in research, sensitivity training or other 
nonacademic activities that take place 
during the school day. 

The approximately 65 members pay 
SI 0 a year to subscribe to the newsletter 
and meet every third Thursday of the 
month to discuss school-related issues. 
Members include parents of current and 
former students, senior citizens and other 
Gateway district residents. 

A website homepage links to related 
education sites and offers coverage of 
current local educational issues and 
upcoming events. The group has become 
one of the more than 250 educational 
reform groups that belong to a state 
network. 

A published "Statement of Principles" 
incorporates the local reform group's 
primary focus. 

Elizabeth Perlman, a current school 
board member and a founder of the 
group, describes the focus as "an 
emphasis on an early academic core 
curriculum and continual evaluation of 
educational trends and programs to 
determine if they should come into the 
district and if they're really going to add 

to student education." 
According to Chandler, the issues 

position papers are "an effort to be 
positive, to generate ideas, not just 
complaints." 

Another member and a former 
three-time Parent-Teacher Organization 
president Cheryl Boise said that the 
district was "fortunate to have a good 
environment with good supportive 
families and kids who want to learn." 
But, she said she was afraid she was 
becoming "increasingly cynical that our 
questions, ideas and concerns were 
ignored by the board and 
administration." 

District superintendent Wayne Doyle 
said that he "look(s) forward to dialogue 
with all individuals and groups." He 
added that he encourages discussion and 
spends "a good part of every workday 
that way." Doyle considers himself an 
advocate of "open communication," and 
while he doesn't see the group's 
newsletter on a regular basis, he said he 
has read the position papers. 

School board chairman William Segar 
said he was once a subscriber to GCER's 
newsletter and "agrees with them on 
some issues." He said he believes board 
members "look at input from any of our 
33,000 residents as gaining valuable 
information."• 


