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SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS FEB 2 I 1991 

ProP<>sed high school standards 
applauded, but fate is in doubt 
BY SARAH LuaMAs !2.. a · 
AA1> LoRI ARATANI "'71:' 
11<.'ft'u,,, ~ ..... swr Writ.on 
. Uni\·ersity of California re­

gent! Thursday praised propo!ied 
new high school gradua~!on stan­
dards but had one key question: 
W.hen will they take effect~ 
. The MSWer: maybe never, If a 

St\lte-appolnted commission 
doesn't approve them. 
·:.State Superintendent of Public 

Jnstruction Delaine Eastin, for 
orte, is worried. · 
. "They don't have to accept 

them, but we hope they will," 
S!lid E~tin, who Is also a UC re­
gent. "There are a couple of mem­
be:-s (on the commission) who are 
saying they'll oppose anything 
as.sociatl~ with me, which is un­
forturiate." 
:Ea:;tin, along with a n_urnber of 

people who helped draw up the 
new standards over the pa.st 
year, are concerned they could 
end up meeting the same fate as 
thi? &ta~·s now-defunct achieve­
ment tests. The Califomla Learn· 
ing Assessment System, or CLAS, 
died In 1894 amid a storm of pro­
test from conservative groups 
and complalnt1 from educator• 
about scorlrlg errors. 

The pre.posed high school grad· 
uation requirements, develoi>.ed 
under the direction of the CaJifor· 
nia Education Round Table, spell 
out what high sct\ool 11.Ud•nU, 
should be expected t.o know. and 
be able to do ln math and Enslish. 
They weN presented at the re­
gents' monthly meeting. 

Students would be required. t.o 
read the equivalent of 25 books a 

year and take a year of algebra 
before graduating - a conaider· 
able 11tep up from the current ays­
tern. California now requires only 
two years of math In high tchool 
and lets district& set their own 
standards - standardl that one 
Round T.ble tuk force head de­
scribed Thursday u "abysmally 
low." · 

Three regenta asked when the 
new regulrernents wruld take ef. 
feet. The ·answer depend11 on 
what a state-appointed· commJa. 
lion ~ides to do. The 21-mem­
ber commlulol\, ettablished In 

· 1995 u part of California's pU.h 
to revamp lt1 statewide test:m• 
p~am. la suppcieed to help de­
termine what students need to 
know at every grade level. 
Among commission membera are 
several advocates oC a very tr&di· 
tional &'DPn>ach to educaUon. 

Eaati.n and others . apeclficall)' 
cited commission member Bill Ev· 
era, a research fellow at Stan­
ford'• conservative Hoover IMtl­
tution, u a potential opponent. 

But Evers noqd that the Round 
Table'• proposaJ \I only one ot 
nwty plans the comraileion Is r-. 
viewing, and he denied that he 
had singled It out for criticism. 
"Anyone who said that I've II.id 
U\ythiftC on the subject ia lmagtn. 
lnl It," he Mid. 

Lut month,· the ROiJnd Table 
- which lncludel heads of all of 
California's pUbllc educadc>n s~ 
terns - endoned the 1tandards 
and forwarded them to the com­
ml$Sion. The conuniuion will re­
view them and then pa.a on lta 
recommendations to the atat.e · 

.Board· of Education, which has 
final autho11ty on all education 
st&lldardl . 
• So far, Uw~ state board has only 

seen a drart, of the new stan· 
dards, but s<>me trustees were 
bothered by :the fact that the 
math requllement tsn't as tough 
u California 'State Vniveraity11 
demand· tha1: all eriterin& students 
have two ye:an or atsebra. 
. "We felt th~ EnaJjsh language 
artl St&r\d&rd1 were excellent, 11 

said state board member Marion 
McDowell, a deputy aupertnten· 
dent with Uie Sequoia Union High 
School D!Btr1ct; "There wu some 
concern that the inath standards 
were not as rigorous, but at t.he 
aame ttme 'lll'e recognl.r.e that they 
were atill m1:1ch higher than what 
the standairds: for high school 
graduation n.re now. 11 

One profeoSSOr who helped de­
velop the math ledion said the 
consensus ·vna that it wu unrea.1· 
iltic to demand tl\at all students 
be ready for colleg,. 

"The trutl' ia, 'we're wribn& ex· 
pectationa for all student.a, and 
the truth ii, many students don't 
go to college," said Scott Farr&l\d, 
a math proreaec>r at CSU-Sacra· 
men to; 

Parra.rid added that advocates 
of the. new !lt&ndards are pinnin& 
their hopes on the state ~d ol 
Education -- even lf the comn\l.1-
eion decida to ICrlore the recom­
mendations. 

"We're hoping that the BOard 
of !'.ducatlon would look at ours 
and say, 'Tti.ese are the ones to IO 
with,' " he 11ald. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON PARTICIPATES .IN.. 
CAI.TFORNJA EDUCATION ROUND TABLE Dil;t(:USSION 

April 1, 1997 

The President will be hosting a round table discussion with California c:ducators and high tech 
CEOs in front of an audience of l SO members of the education and bu:1iness conununities. The 
Vice President and Secretary Riley will also be participating. This evc:nt will highlight the broad 
support for the President's national standards and testing proposals; ar:d, specifically, the 
endorsement of Delaine E.astin, the California State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and over 
200 high tech industry leaders. 

Attached is a fact sheet on the round table and a statement of endorsernent from over 200 high 
tech industry leaders from across the country. 

Round Table Participants 

The President 

The Vice President ' 

Secretary Riley 

Delaine Eastin - California State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
As an elected official and the highest ranking education official in the .state she has been part of 
elevating standards at the state level. ~ 

John Doerr - Partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers. 
He will announce that a group of over 200 high-tech industry leaders who hire graduates from 
across the country are endorsing the President's standards and testing initiative. 

Jim Barksdale - Tim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape Conununications. 
Jim Barksdale will puticipate in the roundtable discussion via audiofeed from a satellite site at the 
Stonegate School in San Jose, California. He will be joined by elected oflicials and students of 
the Stonegate School. 

Carmen Cortez - First Grade Teacher from the Olive Street School iLn Porterville, CA. 
She has been a Reading Specialist and elementary school teacher for '.20 years. She is a member of 
the statewide coordinating committee on standards. ,,. 

Lydia Per~Boward - Parent of a 3rd grade daughter who attends Cleveland Elementary School 
in Pasadena. Lydia is the PT A Vice President and is active on the Sc.hool Advisory Council and 
Neighborhood Strengthening Project. 
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RAISING STANDARDS AND PREPARING ST1UDEN1'S 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY ECONOMY 

CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS CHIEF EASTIN ACCEPTS THE PRESIDENr' S CHALLENGE; 
HIGH-TECH INDUSTRY LEAPERS CAIL ON OTHER STAIES TO fOLLOW SIDI 

California State Superintendent Eastin Responds to the Challeng,e. Ioday, Califomja 
Superintendent of Public Instruction De!ajne Eastin will •capt the Pri;sident's challenge tg 
support the establishment ofyoluntacy natioMI tests to measure the gerfonnance of 4th graders jn 
reading and 8th &Jllders in math Eastin will make her commitment tc1 work to make sure that 
students throughout California can participate in these tests. By takirig this action, California will 
insure that its students, parents and teachers will have honest, accurate infonnation about whether · 
students are mastering basic skills. Eastin will be accompanied by supportive educators and 
parents from California. 

Nearly Twenty Perceat of the Nation's Students to Participate. California public schools 
serve more than five million students, representing over 11 % of the nation's public school 
enrollment. Currently, the states of Maryland, Mchigan. and North Carolina, along with the U.S. 
Department of Defense schools, are committed to participating in the national tests. Ylith 
California's pledge i the percentage of the nation's students inyolved.Yfould increase to nearly 20 
percent 

High-Tech Industry Leaders Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participate. U.S. 
Students must meet world class standards in order to tlU"ive in the global information-age 
economy of the 21st Century. John Doerr, partner in the Silicon V11Uey venture capital firm of 
Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, will announce that agroup of over 200 technolo,gy industl)' 
leaders who hire graduates from across the coyntQ' has endorsed the President's standards and 
testing initjatjye. Moreover, the technology industey leaders y..jl! write to all goyernors, state 
legislative leaders chief state school officers, and state board of education chairs calling on them 
to accept the President's challenge as well. Doerr will be joined via audio feed from San Jose's 
Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape: Conununications. Mayor 
Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. Other CEO's will 
participate in the e\'ent at the White House and from San Jose. 

A Challenge to Every StAte: Make Sure E"ery Student Masters the Basics in Reading and 
Math. Under the President's plan, the U.S. Department ofEduca1tion will give every state, school 
district, and parent the opportunity to use voluntary tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
math, beginning in 1999. These tests will help states and local communities raise standards of 
excellence for teaching and learning, and provide parents with acc:urate information about their 
cfu1dren 's academic performance. This will be the first time rigorous tests of reading skills at 
grade 4 and math knowledge and skills at grade 8, tied to widely accepted national standards, are 
available to measure individual student and school performance throughout the nation. President 
Clinton's Call to Action for American Education also stresses hel1ping students prepare for the 
tests, such as the President's America Reads Initiative to mobilize an army of one million 
volunteer reading tutors. 



A BIPARTISAN CALL FROM U.S. TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY LEADERS 
FOR HIGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MATH 

April 2, 1997 

More than two hundred of America's technology industry lead.ers have joined today in 
a bipartisan call for national education standards -· not federal government standards, but 
national standards. These should represent what all our students must know to succeed in the 
new knowledge economy of the 21st century. Every state and school must shape the 
curriculum to reflect these standards, and train teachers to lift students up to them. 

To help schools meet the standards and measure their progres:;, we need an effort over 
the next two years to 'develop national tests of student achievement in reading and math. 
Every state should adopt high national standards, and by 1999, every state should test every 
4th grader in reading and every 8th grader in mach to make sure thcs1~ standards are mer. The 
states have responsibility for setting challenging academic standards ZLnd for measuring student 
progress toward these standards. President Clinton's national testing initiative offers a new 
opportUnity to use widely accepted national benchmarks in reading and math against which 
states, schools districts and parents can judge student ·performance . 

• Raising standards will not be easy, and some of our children will not be able co meet 
chem at first. The point is not to put our children down, but to lift thc:m up. Good tests will 
show us who needs help; what changes in teaching to make, and whkh schools need to 
improve. They can help us to end social promotion. For no child should move from grade 
school to junior high, or junior high to high school until he or she is ready. 

Jim Barksdale 
CEO & President 
Netscape Communications 

L. John 01,err 
Partner 
Kleiner, p,:rk.ins, Caufield & Byers 
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A BIPARTISAN CALL PltOM U.S. TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY LEADERS 
FOR IUGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MATII 

Oalc: Aguilar C80 Mitena Ccrpanliaa 
Paul Allain: CP.O Xerox 
Jo.gq>h Ambrosio Oaaal Par1Dcr Pirme Partmn 
Dr. Gilbert Amelio COO,Cllirmlll Apple Computer 

Co-PCUDdrr, VD: Praidcal ot'Tcclmology Netsapc Cqpgumjgationa 

V"UllCCllf.c Anido. Jr. Prc:sidcat. CEO Canb~lrac. 

SbmyAJD:S V1ae ~Inn Rd•tim• & Cm:m•micatioa• Anis Pbarawallical 

Eric Ardvnabeav. Paesidad DllaMiad Ccrp. 

Haward Nlbtz ' Praidml ct CEO 

MelBadfCU Pn:sidc:at Homcsaft Corpontion 

Neren Bakshi Pacaidwl & CBO Vision Software 
f UD Batbdale CEO & Paesidmt Nc:Ucapc Coamumir.etians 
Carol Bartz Cbajznan af'cbc Bo.rd & CBO Antocbik 

a., Beach Presidc:al c.amplllc:rwodd 
OcargeBell CEO Exci~ 

Eric Bmb•mgu CEO&Qairmm 3COM 

Cbartes Bc:rscr CEO and PrcsidaJr Radius 
Philip Bcrmaa Cbairm8D & CBO C4mpuRAD 
Jdf&z.og CBO Amazt:Ac:am 

Da\l\d Binkley CEO Arpaut Tccbnolosics 
Philip J. Bioia Pn:sidml Zeus Canmuuicaliaas 
Jak.b Bisbarat Sc:ui« V'lCC Prcsidml of Marhtiag Poi.nb:ast 

Julie Btaucbard Vice PrcsideDl Human Rcwn:es Heartpol1 

Charles 8cwePbcq CEO AshJ.ecb, loc. 

Shelby Boonie coo CJNet 

Jcny Brc::nboltz Presidcn1 Advaacoi Tedmical R.csaurccs 

Iobn Seeley Browu CEO ~PARC 

Neill R Browosteia Special PartDQ' · 8c!wma- Veatun:r Pll1Den 

Oeorgc H. Bruns. Jr. CbainDaD & CEO Gip-tranics IncorpcnlCd 

Bn:tt Bullingtoo Exccuriw VP Stralegio & BwiDCSS ~lopmait ~itc 

PatBwt Pn:sideDl Act.crao. 

Brook H. Byers Partna' Kleiner, Perkins. Caufield & Bym 

Cblb1 Campbell Prcsidmt TECHF ARM. Inc. 

William Campbell Pn:sidml Ino.iit 

Dcl.lg)as Csrbkla CEO & Cbairuwl Brodc:rbuod. Sot'twuc 

St.eve Case Cbaiman it Prcsidml America OD-Linc 
Daniel H. Ca.ge W Prcsidml A Co-CF.O Hambredtr & Quist 
John Castello Presidcat & CEO XOMA Corporatioo 

John Chamben CEO Cisco 

Kumar Cbatldruckaran ceo lnSitc Visioa., Inc. 

Robert Chcis CEO lah&Je T c:rspcutic SySle:m.S 

Ant11? Hi.:17 Page 1 
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A BIPARTISAN CAIL FROM U.S. TBCHNOLOGY lNDUS1llY LEADERS 
FOR HIGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MATH 

Smjoev Cbicrc CEO latqntod ProocSI Bquipmcat c.aq,. 
RaWd ChWIDg Presidmt&CRO At:1Z AmlSicl 

Orqmy R. Clsrb: Prai.dml .t coo ere.M: t"«rpat' 

MarkCloeek CEO SIDll1 Carpaodian 
Vmoc::n1 Coek's Chairman & CEO Nanamctrics 
Lauis c. c.oJe Prcsidml & CEO Legato S)'lfaDs. -
IC&Mn Comptan Pmtocr KPCB 
UMConte CEO Shmvm~ 

PaulM Cook 'OWrmlll SRI I.nrauatiaDll 
SooaCook Cluirmm ct CBO Ioluit 
Amt:.1 Conii.9h President Vividm 

Micbae1 Cridiron President Omst•Df c Produacioos 
Charles Crocb:r CEO BEI Electronics. -Inc. 
Anne Crossway CEO Comrderm Tcdmologics. lac. 

Pda'Curric Chid'Finmcial Of!la:r Nen:.ape CArmmn>icalions . 
A Stepbc:D Dabsns Member of die Board o!OiRdors US C-ounci1 of BiOlcdmology Ceatcn 

Jol:mDcaD President & CBO Silic:m Valley Bmkshms 

~ Michael Dell Cbainnaa. CP.o Dell~ 

fun Dezell Cbainn.m NcrSchools c.o.p. 
James Dill~ CEO Sierra Scmicoamict« Corp. 

L John Doerr Partoer Kleiocr. Pakim. Caufield & Byers 
Ht:my Donalchno PR3idt:ol & CBO Digilal Galcntioll S)*ms 

Marie W. Dowley Chairman UCO Nix 
1oe0um:u PrcsidcDr. Bradcrbund Software 

Herlic:rt Dwight CEO Optioal Coatias Lalxnr.cxy, IDG. 
E.'llbcr Oysca Presidmt EDveature Holdinp 
Howard f.artw't Plesidml & CBC Pawcr lnlqntiaDa 
Herl> Bdclstein Pn:Sdcnt Two Crowe:s Corp. 

YorpEdbolm President & CBO Brio Tcdmology, lDc. 

Dan Eilers CEO Cidco 

Arthur Eimtein Presidmt AF.A 
David Ellinston J>Rsideol NdNoir 

BobEpsaein Chid T edm.icaJ OOicu Syba,gc 

Judy Estrio Prcsidcat & CHO. ~foundc:r Pn:iccpt Softw&R 
O.,,Fazi.oa Stale Oo'oiCimna:il A1fairs Dira:ulr HcwleU Pa.rd 
Buck Fclcman PresidcD1 & CEO Ncxtwavc Dcsip Automalioa. loc. 

Jerry Fiddler Cbairmm of the Boerd Wind RC¥enC Sysums 

Robert Fi.sher CEO Fisher Sc:rkelcy C.arp. 

Jay Flatley Prcside:Dt & CBO Molecular I>Jnam,iai 

H.K. f1c:sha" CEO & President APTEK lodusuies. Inc. 

John F reidcruich Principal Bay r811DerS 
.. _ ·-.... P~oe: 
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A BIPARTISAN CAIL FllOM U.S. TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY LEADERS 
FOR HIGH NATIONAL BDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MAnl 

OrcgM.O.Uo PmtDcr Orly Ceiy Ware & FrcidmriOb 
LmyOarli'* CBO&Qairman Remedy 

ICalrina Omd CBO CrcmRoam SaftwlN 

Omd!CJamaam CF.O SpcdriaD 
Louis V. Ge:ralDer'. Jr. Cbairman&CBO IBM Ccrparar:ian 
Charles OC9dlkc PR:Sidmt Adobe S)'lfauS 

Majid Obafgbaichi ~ Mcurd Syslam lalautiaDa1 Cap. 
Pdcr Oilc3 PraidcDl The To:b MU8CUD of lmawlim 
Pbillip Gioia ~cso L::us Cmmumicaticm S)'SCaDS 

Midiae1 Ooldbtrg CEO ~ 

David Oollaha" Praideot CHI 
Dominique Goupil Praidmt Claris Software JQc. 

1bamas Oreaves Pn:sidml a:. CEO N~b 

Chris Grccnc Presidcm OrealC Fn~nt""l'B 
Om Oracuing CEO Chaco Communicadoas C.orp. 
Robert Orcmhandler CEO EycCasb C.O. 

IUmew Grove CEO a:. Presidm1 Intel 

Oarrea Oruencr Plltncr Aha Pll1Der9 

MidlaclOuld Prcsideat Paradigm Tc:cbnology IDc. 

Brian HalJa CEO Nalioaal Scmiooodnc.rar 

W"illiam Hambrecht Cbainnan Hambrccbl & Quiat 
Judich Hamiltoa. CEO Find. Floor Software 

J. Emmett Hammcyv\ CEO Wireless Data Corp. 

Ridwd Hansen Pre:D.dcil a:. CEO SiliCOQ Engioccring. Iac.. 

JamesHmis CEO Redwood Micros~ lac. 

Kevin Harvey PattDcr Beubmart Capital 

R. Peter Hai.dJiel Excaitivc Dircdor lnstitur.c far RA:sclr'cb cm LeamiDg 

Dllllll)' Hillis Chic:fTcdmology Officer Walt Disoey C.o. 
Scott R Holmberg President a: CEO ~Quest Technologies 

James Hom!hal CEO Preview Travel 
Dr. Irwin Jacobs Chairman of the Board Qualcoaim. Inc. 
Robert Jaguoich Prcsideal a:. CEO New Abilities Systems Ino. 
N.W. ·Siu• Jasper, Jr. Pn:sideni Dolby Laboratories Inc. 
Katbtyn Jobmon Pn:sideot a: CEO The Health Care Forum 
RllCSC Jooes Chairman Faralloo Communicatiom 

Tom Jorde Pn:sidect LECO 
RobenK4i1e Pll"tna' Bcocl>marlc. Capital 

David E. Kahn Prm&:nt MiaoGuild.. Inc. 
Roberta Katz General Counsel N~ <Ammuoicalions 
Mike Kautinan C.O..Fouodcr NctDay 

Bob Kavner Prcsi&:ot & CEO On Command Corp. 

6•-..41., •007 P~l't..a'"l 
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A BIPARTISAN CAl.L FROM U.S. ·TBCHNOLOGY INDUSTRY LBADBRS 
FOR. lnGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDAllDS IN READING AND MATII 

Hmy kdlog V'u:c Pte:sidmt Silicoo Vlllcy Baak 
LccJCama Cbairma· SIMCO Bla:lCn1llics 
Jalm Kanan CEO 1bc Lisb'apm Pll!Dalbip 

Mirddl Kamnaa CEO Sybua 

~Ximdla CBO ScqUllDA 1'benpeUlial 
scovm Kinb CEO lnfoSeek OxparaliaD 
Qarlc:s 0. Killmer Cbairma, Praidmt A CEO Diplal MiaowaYC CarparaliaD 
JdfS.Koll CEO Baylnc. 
Micr.b Kolawich cso IPdividual IDc. 
JocICnu.. 

1 
Founder. Senior VP of Baiaca D~\•ek\•"<nl Exia&t 

. RakKuznar CEO Rultr Onpbics 
Sccilt Kumit CEO The Mining o.np.my 
B. Ftoyd Xvamma Par1Der Kleiaa. P.c:rkim. Caufield & 8Ja's 
RmLcbaum Cbairmaa end FOUDdcr ~ O)'namic.1 
Cbrisl.anm Presidcol E•Loan 
Gregory Lawless Ptesidmt & coo Cygpus. Inc .. 
David Laws Preli.dml IMP, Inc. 
Mark Leslie CEO Veritu 

Richard LeYy Executive V'acc President Varian AS90C':iatn 

Alan Lewis Pre:iidall & CEO Sigaal ~cab 

John c. Lewis Chairman & CEO Amdahl OxparaliaD. 

Marta S. Ligeti Praidml & CEO Uoiteq ApplicetiOM S)'SCt.IM. IDc. 
Paul Lippe Vice President, Bu.Ue:ss [)cYeJopmtnl Synopsys 

Thomas Loaric CBO KcnV&Sioa. Inc. 
Haltopa Paclident &. CEO v· . "ty c.orp lCUll • 

Daa Lynch Cbainnan C)-bacasb 
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Record Type: Record 

To: William R. Kincaid 

cc: 
Subject: Eastin 

Rick, 

I understand you were looking for stories about the reaction to 
Delaine Eastin supporting President Clinton's testing plan. 

Other than a Los Angeles Times story, which I understand you may 
have, the only thing I found from this weekend were two April 5 UPI 
stories. 

It takes a couple of days for most of the newspapers to load their 
material into Dow Jones and Nexis. So there may be other stories that 
appeared that we don't yet know about. 

Jim 

Copyright 1997 U.P.I. 
April 5, 1997, Saturday, BC cycle 

SECTION: Regional News 
DISTRIBUTION: California 
LENGTH: 239 words 
HEADLINE: Calif. educator scolded for endorsement 
DATELINE: LOS ANGELES, April 5 
BODY: Delaine Eastin, California's top elected school official who 
has endorsed a pioneering Clinton administration testing plan, is now 
being sharply criticized for her actions by the State Board of 
Education. The Los Angeles Times reported Saturday that in a letter 
to U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley, Board President 
Yvonne W. Larsen said Eastin's endorsement "exceeded her 
authority ... on behalf of the state." Larsen wrote, "I must 
apologize for any embarrassment this causes you." Eastin, along with 
other California parents, educators and business leaders, met 
Wednesday with President Clinton to discuss his plan, which calls for 
national reading tests for fourth graders and math tests for eighth 
graders. Eastin claims she told Clinton her endorsement did not 
guarantee the state's participation in his program. But some media 
reports and comments from Clinton did not make it clear that the State 
Board of Education would make the final decision -- not Eastin. The 
newspaper says California is developing its own set of academic 
standards and tests, and Larsen's letter may have been issued in 
response to concerns that Gov. Pete Wilson's office is falling behind 
schedule in those plans. Eastin said Larsen's letter was "a bomb 



from the governor's office, and I'm not going to pick it up." --­
Copyright 1997 by United Press International. All rights 
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Copyright 1997 U.P.I. 
April 5, 1997, Saturday, BC cycle 

SECTION: Domestic News 
LENGTH: 241 words 
HEADLINE: Calif. educator scolded for endorsement 
DATELINE: LOS ANGELES, April 5 

BODY: Delaine Eastin, California's top elected school official 
who has endorsed a pioneering Clinton administration testing plan, is 
now being sharply criticized for her actions by the State Board of 
Education. The Los Angeles Times reported Saturday that in a letter 
to U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley, Board President 
Yvonne W. Larsen said Eastin's endorsement "exceeded her 
authority ... on behalf of the state." Larsen wrote, "I must 
apologize for any embarrassment this causes you." Eastin, along with 
other California parents, educators and business leaders, met 
Wednesday with President Clinton to discuss his plan, which calls for 
national reading tests for fourth graders and math tests for eighth 
graders. Eastin claims she told Clinton her endorsement did not 
guarantee the state's participation in his program. But some media 
reports and comments from Clinton did not make it clear that the State 
Board of Education would make the final decision -- not Eastin. The 
newspaper says California is developing its own set of academic 
standards and tests, and Larsen's letter may have been issued in 
response to concerns that Gov. Pete Wilson's office is falling behind 
schedule in those plans. Eastin said Larsen's letter was "a bomb 
from the governor's office, and I'm not going to pick it up." ---

Copyright 1997 by United Press International. All rights 
reserved. ---
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LENGTH: 409 words 

HEADLINE: EASTIN REBUKED FOR ENDORSING NATIONAL TESTS 

BYLINE: RICHARD LEE COLVIN. TIMES EDUCATION WRITER 

BODY: 

PAGE 2 

The president of the State Board of Education on Friday issued a sternly 
worded rebuke of California's top elected school official, accusing her of 
exceeding her authority in an appearance this week at the White House. 

The criticism of state Supt. of Public Instruction Delaine Eastin had to do 
with her endorsement of a Clinton administration plan for national tests of 
fourth-graders" reading skills and eighth-graders' math skills. 

LAny endorsement given you by Eastin on behalf of the state exceeded her 
authority," board President Yvonne W. Larsen of San Diego wrote in a letter to 
U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley. I must apologize for any 
embarrassment this causes you." 

Eastin was among a delegation of California parents. educators and business 
leaders who met Wednesday with President Clinton. and she said she made it clear 
that she did not have the final authority on whether the state eventually would 
participate in the pioneering testing program. 

But some press accounts and even some comments by Clinton did not explain 
that it was the state board, not Eastin. who would make the decision whether to 
give the tests when they are available in 1999. 

Larsen"s letter said California is developing its own set of academic 
standards and tests and some staff members at the State Board of Education said 
it was issued partly in response to concerns that that process is falling behind 
schedule. Some in Gov. Pete Wilson's office. as well as members of the state 
board, are concerned that Eastin's endorsement of the Clinton plan could divert 
attention from the state's efforts. 

Eastin said Friday that she "never committed the state" to participating in 
the Clinton program. She said the letter was "a bomb from the governor's office 
and I'm not going to pick it up." 

More than anything, the letter, as well as the apparent confusion over 
Eastin's role. exposed the complexity of the mechanism for making education 
policy in the state. Although the state superintendent is elected statewide. she 
must take a back seat on some issues to the Board of Education. which is 
appointed by the governor. 
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Beyond that, the letter demonstrated the tenuous working relationship between 
the state board and Eastin. Despite their differences on some issues. notably 
some aspects of reading and math instruction. Eastin and the board have worked 
hard to maintain civility and calm in their working relationships. 

LANGUAGE: English 
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HEADLINE: EASTIN BACKS CLINTON PLAN ON STANDARD TESTS; 

PAGE 4 

EDUCATION: OFFICIAL VOWS TO GET STATE SUPPORT FOR NATIONWIDE EXJ!MS. GOV. WILSON 
SAYS PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT IS PREMATURE. 

BYLINE: ELIZABETH SHOGREN and RICHARD LEE COLVIN. TIMES STAFF WRITERS 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 

Delaine Eastin, California's schools superintendent, committed herself 
Wednesday to securing the state's backing for President Clinton's proposal for 
national tests in reading for fourth-graders and math for eighth-graders. 

"I believe we will in fact prevail." Eastin said after meeting with the 
president at the White House. 

Although Clinton said California's schools were on board, Eastin's confident 
endorsement was more a battle cry than a guarantee that California 
schoolchildren will take the tests, which would be given for the first time in 
1999. 

A spokesman for Gov. Pete Wilson, a Republican, said the announcement was 
premature. 

Dan Edwards said the governor favors the development of demanding academic 
standards and tests, but that it should be a state, not federal, responsibility. 

"It's good for th• president to use the bully pulpit to talk about high 
standards. but we're actually doing it in California." Edwards said, referring 
to a commission that is putting together grade-by-grade academic standards, due 
next fall. to be followed by statewide tests. 

Clinton's initiative, unveiled in his State of the Union address two months 
ago, would for the first time give schoolchildren and their parents a national 
yardstick against which to measure performance. Now. states can measure 
performance on the National Assessment of Educational Progress. but districts 
and individual students cannot. 

So far, Michigan, Maryland and North Carolina have endorsed the testing 
proposal, which is voluntary. 

But before students in California see the tests, the State Board of 
Education--which is appointed by Wilson--would have to vote for participation. 
And the Legislature would have to approve the cost of $ 10 to $ 12 per pupil 
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for administering the tests after the first year. 

Eastin predicted that the board and the Legislature will approve the plan, 
but Wilson's office was skeptical. Even if the board and the Legislature were to 
reject the national tests, individual districts could decide to administer them 
to students. 

"This is not about the political ideology of adults," Eastin said. "This is 
about the success of children in the next century." 

Failing to provide students with tools needed to compare themselves with 
those across the country--and the world--would leave American children at a 
disadvantage in the increasingly competitive international workplace. Eastin 
said. 

"In a global economy, after all. it is not unreasonable for parents to ask. 
how do their kids measure up compared to those in Germany or in Korea or 
anywhere else in the world," she said. 

Clinton appeared eager to count the state as a supporter of his initiative. 
California's 5.5 million schoolchildren represent 11% of the nation's public 
school enrollment. 

"Today, with California's endorsement, states and school· systems that educate 
nearly 20% of America's schoolchildren are now on the road to measuring their 
students against those high standards," Clinton announced, perhaps prematurely. 
"If any state understands the challenges we face in the 21st century in the 
global economy and an Information Age. it is surely California. our gateway to 
much of the world and the home of many of the industries that will shape our 
future." 

Also joining Clinton at the White House on Wednesday were representatives of 
California teachers unions, a parent from Pasadena, a reading teacher from 
Porterville and representatives of other state education groups. 

To further bolster his program. Clinton invited representatives of the 
state's high-tech industries--many of whom gathered at a school in San Jose to 
participate in the White House event via satellite--to get on board. 

"Finding enough educated employees is our greatest challenge. It's an acute 
issue," said Marc Andreessen. co-founder and vice president of technology of 
Netscape Communications, one of 200 industry leaders who said they will help 
Clinton campaign for national standards and tests. 

"It's hard to improve something if you can't measure it." Andreessen said. 
"If we tried to run a business like this without standards and testing . we 
clearly would fail." 

Andreessen and his colleagues said national tests would create the kind of 
competition needed to produce graduates qualified to hold the higher-wage jobs 
of the future. 

"It will give parents a yardstick to judge their children's progress." said 
Kim Palese. CEO of Marimba, an applications technology company in Palo Alto. 
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But testing experts cautioned that the 90-minute tests would be too short to 
measure the range of skills needed to read well or attain mathematical 
competency. They also fear that the tests would overemphasize basic skills, 
causing teachers to put less time into lessons that require students to think 
critically or apply what they know. 

Although the tests will be developed by private testing firms under contract 
with the U.S. Department of Education, they will be administered by states or 
individual school districts--or parents who choose to school their children at 
home. 

To deflect concerns that the testing program represents a federal intrusion 
into education, test scores will not be collected nationally. Instead. scores 
would be reported by states and local districts that administer the tests. 

The purpose of the testing program is to create a check on the standards that 
have been set by 48 states, which administration officials said are far too low. 

They also hope that the standards will spur changes in teacher training, 
textbooks and other areas. "The purpose is not to give a test. the purpose is to 
motivate changes to increase opportunities for kids," said Marshall Smith, 
acting deputy secretary of education. "The test is a lever to get there." 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Delaine Eastin PHOTOGRAPHER: Los Angeles Times 

LANGUAGE: English 
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HEADLINE: STATE BACKS CLINTON'S NATIONAL TESTING PLAN 

BYLINE: Herbert A. Sample, Bee Washington Bureau 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 
California's top public schools official and dozens of the state's high-tech 

executives Wednesday endorsed President Clinton's proposal for a national. 
voluntary testing standard for students. 

State Superintendent of Public Schools Delaine Eastin joined Clinton, Vice 
President Al Gore and several Californians in lauding a national academic 
benchmark they asserted would lead to better-educated schoolchildren. 

California follows Maryland, Michigan and North Carolina in backing the 
proposal. 

"With California's endorsement, states and school systems that educate nearly 
20 percent of America's schoolchildren are now on the road to measuring their 
students against those standards." Clinton said during a 45-minute round-table 
discussion in the White House. 

"We need high national standards," Eastin said. "just as we need many other 
national goals. Then we can measure progress. Then we can prove to parents we're 
getting the job done and prove to the general public that public education is 
still America's highest-yielding investment." 

The president has proposed a set of performance standards and tests that 
would examine the reading skills of fourth-graders and the math knowledge of 
eighth-graders. 

Clinton's plan is a voluntary program that states and lopsl school districts 
need not adopt. 

Mandatory testing is controversial within education circles and would likely 
generate opposition from Republicans in Congress. Some in the GOP, though. have 
embraced the voluntary plan. Clinton addressed the Michigan Legislature last 
month as the guest of GOP Gov. John Engler, who supports it. 

Watching the East Room discussion were two dozen executives of high-tech 
firms. including many from California. who back the president's testing 
proposal. 

"It's the biggest, broadest bipartisan endorsement ever from the 
high-technology industry," said John Doerr. a partner in the venture capital 
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firm of Kleiner. Perkins. Caufield & Byers. "We all agree that we need 
national educations standards." 

PAGE 8 

Among the 200 high-tech executives nationwide who support the proposal are 
Jim Barksdale. chief executive officer and president of Netscape Communications; 
Gilbert Amelio, chief executive officer and chairman of Apple Computer; and 
Steve Case, chairman and president of America Online. 

Barksdale and students at San Jose's Stonegate Elementary School watched the 
White House event via satellite. National standards. he asserted, would improve 
academic achievement and provide better-skilled students for firms that now 
cannot find enough qualified job applicants. 

A parent and a teacher from California also participated in the discussion. 
Carmen Cortez. a first-grade teacher from Porterville, said national standards 
would raise expectations of students. while Lydia Perez-Howard, the mother of a 
third-grader in Pasadena. said they would also improve teachers. 

"The truth is that there are students at this point that are underperforming 
and teachers that are teaching at the lower levels and one feeds off the 
other." she said. "We must break this cycle." 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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HEADLINE: Californians Back Clinton Exam Plan 
Educators, high-tech industry push for national standards 

BYLINE: Louis Freedberg, Chronicle Washington Bureau 

DATELINE: Washington 

BODY: 
Leading California educators and high-tech executives gave a big boost 

yesterday to President Clinton's proposal for national standards and testing of 
students. pledging to persuade others in the state and around the nation to 
support the idea. 

Clinton welcomed the strong expressions of support from California. which 
educates more than a tenth of the nation's schoolchildren. 

''If any state understands the challenges we face in the 21st century in the 
global economy and an information age, it is surely California,'' Clinton told 
an East Room roundtable of parents. teachers and business leaders. 

In his State of the Union speech in February. Clinton floated the idea of 
administering a reading test to all fourth-graders and a ma~h test to all 
eighth-graders in 1999. So far. only three states -- Michigan. North Carolina 
and Maryland -- have formally endorsed the plan. 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Delaine Eastin said there is a dire need 
to be able to accurately assess how young people are doing by comparison not 
only to their peers in California, but to those around the nation and the world. 

''Even hot dog vendors have standards,'' said Eastin, describing education as 
'the least quality-controlled area in the nation. 

''Just because a kid gets an A, that does not necessarily mean anything,'' 
she said. 'I want to know how my kids stack up against kids in Connecticut and 
Kentucky.'' 

MORE HURDLES 

Despite Eastin's backing, the test will still have to pass through several 
hurdles before it is formally adopted by California. including approval from the 
State Board of Education, which is appointed by Governor Wilson. 

In addition, the test must still be developed. Backers anticipate that it 
will last 1 1/2 hours and will be administered during the same week to 
participating schools and students across the nation. 
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Sean Walsh, a spokesman for the governor, said Wilson was reluctant to 
endorse the concept of a national test without knowing what would be in it. ''We 
are very hesitant to sign on to a test that could set a very low bar and might 
not have the rigor and quality that we in California could establish 
ourselves.'' he said. 

There is currently no single test that measures how students are doing 
compared to others around the country. other than the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test. which is taken by a minority of students. The National Assessment of 
Educational Progress randomly tests about 4,000 students each year in 
California, but the results are only given for the whole state, not for each 
student who takes it. 

Clinton rejected criticism that his proposed test will simply reveal that 
low-income students are performing poorly. 

''I'm so sick and tired of people assuming on the front end that children's 
learning is limited because of their racial. ethnic or income background,'· he 
said. ''Their conditions create greater hurdles for them. and we should clear 
away those hurdles.'' 

Juanita Haugen, president of the California School Boards Association. said 
the test would not undermine local control of schools. a fundamental feature of 
American education, and said criticism of the test was being used as ·'an excuse 
for children not to achieve, rather than working to have all children achieve.'' 

S.F. CONNECTION 

A key person at the U.S. Department of Education working on the test will be 
Ramon Cortines, the former San Francisco schools superintendent who most 
recently headed the New York public schools. Corti~es was appointed this week 
to be an acting assistant secretary to U.S. Secretary of Education Richard 
Riley. 

''This is not a test about who will pass or fail,'· he said. He added that 
children would not be given a grade or a score on the test but would be rated on 
four levels of competency. The test would allow parents and teachers to diagnose 
a child's strengths and weaknesses, Cortines said. 

John Doerr. a partner in the venture capital firm of Kle_iner. Perkins. 
Caulfield and Byers, announced that more than 200 high- tech firms have endorsed 
the initiative, including IBM. Hewlett- Packard. Intel and 3Com. 

He said high-tech backing emerged out of a series of meetings with Vice 
President Al Gore, who also attended the White House event yesterday. ''We're 
going to call on every governor, in every state, on every state school official 
and every school board chair and ask them to join in, to voluntarily adopt 
national education standards,'' he said. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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DRAFT Follow-up Q's and A's on the California Event -- April 4, 1997 

Q: Didn't you imply that California had officially endorsed your national tests? 

A: The strong support of Delaine Eastin and leading members of California's business community 
for national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math is an important step forward for 
California and the nation. 

These leaders, along with the President of the California School Boards Association and the 
President of the California Federation of Teachers, stated their bipartisan desire to help parents 
know whether their students have mastered the basics and how their students and schools 
compare to other states and nations. Superintendent Eastin committed herself to work with 
others in the state, including the State Board, the Governor, and the Legislature to secure 
California's participation in these tests, and we look forward to working closely with the state as 
these tests are developed. 

Q: Is the President of the State Board correct that, without a change in the law, there is no 
way for California to participate in these national tests? 

A: The new tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade math will be designed so California and other 
states can readily incorporate them into their overall standards and assessment system. California, 
along with 40 other states, already participates in the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, upon which the new voluntary tests would be based. Test results would be used by 
local school boards, parents, teachers and principals to improve academic achievement in the 
state. Superintendent Eastin, the State Board, the Governor and the Legi~;lature need to come 
together to determine what, if any changes will be required in order for the state to participate in 
1999, and we will do whatever we can to assist them. 
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The lettet from Yvonne Larse. , President cf the California State ·Board nf Education, regrettably 
misin.ierpieted·an important nouncemcnt this week by State: Superinte1rident of · --L-
InstnJction Delaine Ea.stin, rominent business leaders from California, :lftd th u~'tif.\ r'\AW. 

local school boards from thtou1hout the state. ~,.1(,.q N 
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in• fourth grade national reading teSt and an eighth erade national math test so that California's 
parents and teachers would know if the.ir students had mastered the basks and md how their 
studenu and school$ e~mpared to ether states and nations. Certainly California, as a State on the 
Pacific Rim, ba.s every interest In finding out how well prepared their st\l!dents arc to meet the 
economic challenges of the twenty•fitst century. 

It is inaccurate to portray this announcement as an endorsement of a "nat:ional system cf 
educational standards and assessment." These voluntarY.national tests are nee unfamiliar to 

' I' 

~if omia. They will b_e based on the N:ltional Assessment of Educatlori: Prop-eSf {NAEP), 
. which hu eeen beeft 'li'Jeely used a.Rd is well ~ted~a.--1. ~ \...u-1..v~ ... ~ \ .... 
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The results from these national tests would be used by local school boards, parents, t~a.chers. and 
principals in California aS they see fit to improve academic achievement in the state. 

'Whi:lc I eal:ier;e tile pcgpl.a ef Ca:lifemia u•e'ild henefit from tbeir state's ·:participation in these 
tesf:S, h i& impel"l&nt tg·peiftt eijC lhll! J?elaine Eastin has made .var:y elea:r fhat she was noc- ·· 
eemittiec ch& Stal& e\!t was comrnitlfiithersclf to work with others in the states. including the 
Stare Board, the Governor, and the Legislarure, .to secure California's participation in these tes;> at 
these two critical points in a student's education. ~it \ .,,'«:~· · )I\ 
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STATEMENT BY SEC, RILEY 

The letter from Yvonne Larsen, President of the California State Board of Education, regrettably 
misinterpreted an important announcement this week by State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Delaine Eastin, prominent business leaders from California, and che association of 
local school boards from throughout the state. 

These leaders indicated their interest in giving California's scudent~ the OP'Pc;>rtunity to participate 
in a fourth grade national reading test and an eighth grade national math test so that California's 
parents and teachers would know if their students had mastered the basics and and how their 
students and schools compared to other states and nations. Certainly California, as a state on the 
Pacific Rim, has every interest in finding out how well prepared their students are to meet the 
economic challenges of the twenty-first century. 

It is inaccurate to portray this announcement as an endorsement of a "national system of 
educational standards and assessment." These voluntary1 iiational tests ar·= not unfamiliar to 
California. They will be ·based on the National Assessmen't of Education Progress (NAEP), 
which has been been widely used and is well accepted. · 

The results from these national tests would be used by local school board:;, parents, teachers, and 
principals in California as they see fit to improve academic achievement in the state. 

While I believe the peopl.e of California would benefit from their state's participation in these 
tests, it is imponant to point ouc thac Delaine Eastin has made very clear chat she was not 
comitting the state but was committing herself to work with others in the states, including the 
State Board, the Governor, and the Legislature, .to secure California's participation in these test at 
these two critical points in a student's education. 

Delaine Eastin cannot commit the state, but I am proud ofher commitment and foresight on chis 
issue. We should listen to what the state's employers and locally elected school boards need 
and want to build a strong future for their state. 
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The president of the State Board of Education on Friday issued a sternly 
orded rebuke of California's top elected school official. accusing her of 
xceeding her authority in an appearance this week at the White House. 

The criticism of state Supt. of Public Instruction Delaine Eastin had to do 
ith her endorsement of a Clinton administration plan for national tests of 
ourth-graders' reading skills and eighth-graders' math skills. 

I 
"Any endorsement given you by Eastin on behalf of the state exceeded her 

uthority." board President Yvonne W. Larsen of San Diego wrote in a letter to 
.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley. 1 must apologize for any 
mbarrassment this causes you." 

Eastin was among a delegation of California parents. educators and business 
eaders who met Wednesday with President Clinton. and she said she made it clear 
hat she did not have the final authority on whether the state eventually would 
articipate in the pioneering testing program. 

But some press accounts and even some comments by Clinton did not explain 
hat it was the state board. not Eastin. who would make the decision whether to 
ive the tests when they are available in 1999. 

Larsen's letter said California is developing its own set of academic 
tandards and tests and some staff members at the State Board of Education said 
t was issued partly in response to concerns that that process is falling behind 
chedule. Some in Gov. Pete Wilson's office. as well as members of the state 
oard. are concerned that Eastin's endorsement of the Clinton plan could divert 
ttention from the state's efforts. 

Eastin said Friday that she "never committed the state" to participating in 
he Clinton program. She said the letter was "a bomb from the governor·s office 
nd I'm not going to pick it up." 

More than anything. the letter. as well as the apparent confusion over 
astin's role. exposed the complexity of the mechanism for making education 
olicy in the state. Although the state superintendent is elected statewide. she 
ust take a back seat on some issues to the Board of Education. which is 
ppointed by the governor. 
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Beyond that. the letter demonstrated the tenuous working relationship between 
he state board and Eastin. Despite their differences on some issues. notably 
ome aspects of reading and math instruction. Eastin and the board have worked 
ard to maintain civility and calm in their working relationships. 

ANGUAGE: English 

OAD-DATE: April 5. 1997 
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STATEMENT BY SEC. RILEY 

The letter from Yvonne Larsen, President of the California State Board of Education, regrettably 
misinterpreted an important announcement this week by State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Delaine Eastin, prominent business leaders from California, and the association of 
local school boards from throughout the state. 

These leaders indicated their interest in giving California's scuden~ the opp·ortunity to participate 
in a fourth grade national reading test and an eighth grade national math test so that California's 
parents and teachers would know if their students had mastered the basics and and how their 
students and schools compared co other states and nations. Certainly California, as a state on the 
Pacific Rim, has every interest in finding out how well prepared their students are to meet the 
economic challenges of the twenty-first century. 

It is inaccurate to portray this announcement as an endorsement of a "nation.al system of 
educational standards and assessment." These voluntary'. national tests are riot unfamiliar to 
California. They will be based on the National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP), 
which has been been widely used and is well accepted. 

The results from these national tests would be used by local school boards, parents, teachers, and 
principals in California as they see fit to improve academic achievement in the state. 

While I believe the people of California would benefit from their state's participation in these 
tests, it is imponam to point ouc that Delaine Eastin has made very clear chat she was not 
comitting the state but was committing herself to work with others in the states, including the 
State Board, the Governor, and the Legislature, .to secure California's participation in these test at 
these two critical points in a student's education. 

Delaine Eastin cannot commit the state, but I am proud of her commitment arid foresight on this 
issue. We should listen to what the state's employers and locally elected school boards need 
and want to build a strong future for their state. 



Apr 04 1 97 

iJATE OF SfUFOANIA I
S E APR 04 '97 03: 59PM DOU.Off;; QF _ $EC~PAR.YJ 16 

CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
721 Capitol Man; P.O. Boa 944272 
Sacnunenio, CA 94244-2720 

April 3, 1997 

Haa.orablc Richard W. Riley, Se,· re tar~ 
United St.ates Dep.artment of Education 
600 Tndependeace Avenue. S. W. 
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley:.; 

PETE WILSON, Go~ 

It is wi!h deep regret that I must infonn you thai the Staie ofCaJifomi~. has not endorsed the 
nation.al system of educatioaaJ .standard.s and as¥essm1nt proposed by ttresident Clint0n. Any 
endorsement given you by State Supcrintendcnl of Pub Uc Instruction C>elaitle F.astin on behalf of 
this state e:1eceeded her authority. On behalf of the Califomia State: RoanS of llducation. r must 
apologize for a&ny embarrassment thls causes you or the President, but l'npectfully I must ask that 
you no longer indicate. that California ill among the states that have fonnally endorsed in this 
effort. 

We cm.ainly appreciate the endeavor to rocus .imcntion on impruvemcz:1t of the public schools. 
Huwcver, in the area of standards ::ind assessment, California ls commlt:ted by.law to dc\'elop and 
implement a comprehensive set of sra1e academic content and student a.chievcment srandards 
(kindergarten through grade 12) and a new s1u11 assessment syRtem based oa. chose standards. 
Without a change in la~. then: is simply no way for lli to entcrutin a commitment to a natior:ial 
standards and assessment process. Mon:nvcr, such a comi:nitmcnt woul.d nnt be advisable, in my 
view. un1H WC can sec exactly what the n.3tional standards and assessmt:nt system would be and 
how it would be aligned with our Stille standards and :L.~sessmeni systcrr1. · 

Our apologies again for cmy embanu.~mea.t that Supc.."lintcndcnt Eastin'ic action may cause you ur 
the Pn=sidC!lt. As any national efTon on ~lilndard.~ and ai.~essmcnt procc:ccls, the California State 
Buard of Edutation wiU look forward to C\'aluating it in comrarison wi1:h our state dfort and 
rccmnmcnding any cbaz,iges in ST.ate law that may be af'propriatt based on that analysis. 

Sincerely, 

~ u•'-' a).~•• . J 

YVONNE W. LARSEN~ l'residurt 

c:c:: Members, California State Board ot" Education 
Honorable Delaine Ea.c;tin, State Superintendent of Publlc ln~trU<:tion 
Honorable: Pete ~ilson. Oovemor, State ot'Calit'omia 
Marian Bergeson, Secretary of Child Development and F.ducation 
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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
721 Capitol Mall; P.O. Bel 944272 
Sacnunenio, CA 94a44-2720 

April 3, 1997 

Han.orablc Richard W. Riley, Se,·rettn~ 
United Sr.ates Department of &lucation 
600 Independence Avenue, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Secretary Riley: ~ 

9 : 2 o w., z;z:i 3 P . a\ 

PCTE WILSON, Go~ 

It is with deep n:gret that I must infonn you thai the Suue of CaJifomia bas not endorsed the 
national system of educatioaaJ standards and assessment proposed by President Clint0n. Any 
endorsement given you hy State Superintendent of Publi.c lmtruction Dt!laiae F.astin on behalf of 
this state exceeded her authority. On behalf of the CaH.tOmia State Roard of llducarion. r must 
apologi;p;e for any embamssment this cau.ses you or the J\resident, but res~tfully l must ask that 
you no lonser indicate that Califomla ilil among the suues that have formally endorsed in this 
effort. 

We cemain.ly appreciate the endeavor to focus amenrion on improvement of the public schools. 
Huwcver, in the area of standards and us~umen~ California is commiro~d by.law to dc't'elop and 
implement a comprehensive set of s1a1e academic content and student achievement standards 
(kindergarten through grade 12) and a new s1u1e assessment sy111.em based oc. those standards. 
Without a change in la~. then: is simply no way for lli to entertain a eorr1mitment to a natiooal 
standards and usessment process. Mon:over, such a comi:nitmcnt would not be advisable, in my 
view, until we can sec exactly what the national standards and assessmeni system would be and 
how it would be aligned with our state standards and a."'sessment system. · 

Our apolo~ies agBin for my embamL."ISnlCD.t that Superintendent Eastin'M ilc:tion may cause you ur 
th~ President. As any national effon on Mtandards and 3$."lessmcnt proccctl:i, the California State 
Buarci of Education will look forward to evaluating it in comrarison with our stat.I! dfort :ind 
recommending any changes in state law that may be aJ"propriaL~ based ori. that analysis. 

Sincerely. 

~ ... .,., a.).~··· J 

YVONNE W. LARSEN, P1'eside111 

c:c:: Members, California State Board of Educ.axion 
Honorable Delaine Ea.~in1 State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Honorahl¢ P~ ~il::;on. Oovemor, State of California 
Marian Bs?rgeson, SecreUlJ'Y of Child Development and F.dut:ation 
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News Release 
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April 2, 1997 

CONTACT: Fred Glass 
510/832-8812 or 
Jamie Horwitz 
202/879-444 7 

Statement by Mary Bergan 
President of the California Federation of Teachers 
on President Clinton's National Testing Initiative 

and California's Education Standards 

I was very pleased with President Clinton's remarks at the White House today about 
California and his National Testing Initiative. We need to get these tests off the ground. It's 
not that we need another test, we need a good test, one that is benchmarked to high 
standards. Too often our tests have measured the minimum competency. The President's 
initiative ties assessment to high academic standards and high expectations for all our 
students; this is a good thing. We can't allow school districts to keep i~oing out and buying 
the cheapest test they can find or the test that provides the best window dressing. Testing 
can shape the curriculum. And, I think, this test will lead to higher a·::ademic standards. 
Ll.kewise, California's standards should incorporate the President's tE!sting initiative. This 
was a good push for higher standards. I hope the President's initiative draws bipartisan 
support. It's time for all of us to pull together to challenge our students to do better. 

The California Federation of Teachers represents 45,000 teachers and education support personnel 
at all levels of public education in California. The CFT is affiliated with the American Federation of 
Teachers. 

### 
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CSBA 

Cal~f orniu School Boards Association 

April3, 1997 

MJMORt\NDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Mr. Mike Cohen 

Kevin Gordon, Assistant Executive Director 
California School Boards Association (CSBA) 

RE: CSBA President. Juanita Haugen's Statement on 
President Clinton's Education Policies Regardi1ng National 
Standards and .student Assessment 

The attached statement wa~ released yesterday, April 2. 1997, 111 relation to 
President Clinton's Initiative on Standards and Assessment. 

Please let me know if CSBA's President, Juanita Haugen or I can be of further 
assistance. 

Tl1ank yoll. 

3100 89acon Bouleviirl.I 

P.O. Box 1660 

West S11c:ramcnto, CA rl~691 

l916) 371-4691 



CSBA 

California School Boards Association 

STATEMENT BY JUANITA HAUGEN, PRF.slllFNT OF THE 
CAUFORNIA SOIOOL BOARDS ASSOOATION REGARDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY P~IDENT WN1'0N OF EDUCATION 
POUOFS REGARDING NATIONAL STANDARDS AND STUDENT 

ASSFSSMENT 
APRIL 2, 1997 •• THE WlllTE HOUSE 

On behalf of school board rne1nbers across California, I am 

pleased to ~e in Washington. D.C. to support President Clinton's 
; ;~ 

initiatives on voluntary standards an~ his proposals for greater 

national leadership in student assessment. Some of the most 

outspoken critics of the President's leadership in education have used 

.the issue of local control as the centerpiece of their rhetoric, and I'm 

here to tell you that those arguments are extremely rnisplaced. As 

the guardians of local control. school, board mcn1bers know the 
·: 

dilference between national leadership which provides local leaders 

with more tools to solve our challenges and top.down mandates with 

no resources. The proposals presented in today's announcements 

represc:nt 1neaningful national leadership toward hnproving our 

publlc schools. 

3100 Beacon !;oulevard 

P.O. Box.1660 

West Sacramento, CA 95691 

(916) 371-4691 



The California School Boards Association strongly supports the 

standanls movement and the critical role of studcl1lt assessment in a 

comprehensive effort toward improving the academic. achievc1nent of 

our kids. CSBA initiative a coalition effort by education groups in 

Califon1la which pushed for an entirely new pupU assessment systc1n 

in our state. Backed by our Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Delaine Eastin, the new asscssm.ent systc111 was passed into law and 

holds the promise of becoming one of the most important education 

refonn clements of this decade. Like the assessments called for by the 

President. these tests will give parents. teachers. schools and school 

dLc;trtcts the kind of individualized data to ensure greater academic 

accountability at every level. from the pupil all the way to the State 

Legislature. 

The President's interest in ustng widely recognized tests and 

corresponding content standards as a model for the proposed new 

tests is right on target. The National Assessment of Educational 

Progress (NAEP) was the instnuncnt which gave our state its wake­

up-call on fourth grade reading scores which were alum1ingly low 

and triggered the state's e1nphasis on assessn1ent. reading and now 

math. 



N AEP scores released in September of l Y 9 3 were conn rmation 

that our fourth graders were reading at levels far below the national 

average. CSBA immediately established a special task force to 

develop recoinmendations to turn this performance Hround. By the 

conclusion of its work. CSBA was Hble to hand its reconuncndations 

to Superintendent Eastin and other state pollcy makers as they 

moved to respond to the just-released 1994 NAEP scores which 

reinforced the earlier findings. 

All of these efforts resulted in significant new investmcntl.i in reading 

Instruction and a sweeping reform of the 1nethodollogy for instruction. 

We believe that this kind of state leadership will rc~ult in 

irnproved academic performance by our students and the President's 

efforts will extend these kinds of opportunities to schools across the 

nation .. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release April 2, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT EDUCATION ANNOUNCEMENT/ROUNDTABLE 

The East Room 

2:48 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me welcome all of you here to the 
East Room of the White House today for this very important 
announcement and this important roundtable. And by extension, let me 
welcome Mayor Susan Hammer and the CEO of Netscape, Jim Barksdale, 



and others who are with us via satellite today from the Stonegate 
School in San Jose, California. 

In my State of the Union address, I said that the 
greatest step our country must take to prepare for the 21st century 
is to ensure that all of our people have the best education in the 
world -- that every 8-year-old can read, that every 12-year-old can 
log onto the Internet, that every 18-year-old can go on to college, 
that every American adult can continue to learn for a lifetime. 

But the most important thing of all is that we know 
whether we are learning what we need to know. And that requires 
something America has put off doing for too long: the embracing of a 
genuine commitment to national standards of learning for our young 
people. I have challenged every state to embrace national standards 
and to participate in 1999 in an examination to see whether our 
children have met those standards for 4th graders in reading and 8th 
graders in math. 

Today, America's largest school system and leaders of 
its most forward-leaning high tech industries have joined together to 
put California alongside Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina, and our 
military schools in the support of the national standards movement. 
I thank Delaine Eastin. I thank the 200 high tech executives who 
have supported this. And I thank them for their pledge not just to 
announce their support today, but to write every governor, every 
school board, every state education leader and ask them to 
participate in the standards crusade. 

It has been less than two months since I called on every 
state to adopt high national standards. Today, with California's 
endorsement, states and school systems that educate nearly 20 percent 
of America's school children are now on the road to measuring their 
students against those high standards. If any state understands the 
challenges we face in the 21st century in the global economy in an 
Information Age, it is surely California, our gateway to much of the 
world and the home of many of the industries that will shape our 
future. 

California and all of you who are here today and all of 
those in California today have given powerful new momentum to the 
crusade for national education standards. Education and business 
leaders, Republicans and Democrats and independents, people all 
committed to seeing politics stop at the schoolhouse door in America 
have no stopping place in tomorrow's world. 

I want to thank everyone who has made this possible. I 
thank especially Secretary Riley for his work and the Vice President 
in particular for the work he did to put this group together today. 
This is a very, very happy day for me personally, but more 



importantly, for the cause of educational advancement and reform and 
standards. 

And now I'd like to call on the California 
Superintendent of Public Education, Delaine Eastin, for any remarks 
you might like to make. 

***** 

THE PRESIDENT: Jim, it's President Clinton. I'd like 
to thank you for being there and thank Congresswoman Lofgren and my 
good friend Mayor Susan Hammer. 

I'd like to ask you to amplify just a moment on a point 
that John Doerr made when he was introducing you, when he pointed out 
that just the 240 companies who have endorsed this national standards 
movement today have created 130,000 jobs in the last four years and 
have thousands of job openings now waiting to be filled. 

We have tried very hard in this administration to create 
a climate and an environment and to pursue policies which would 
permit us to increase the number of high wage, good future jobs so 
that we could raise incomes, average incomes in America again. 

I think it would be helpful if you would just state 
explicitly from your point of view what the relationship is in having 
citizens, young people educated according to high national standards 
and filling those jobs with young Americans and raising our average 
income. Because I think that's one thing the American people haven't 
clearly focused on, the extent to which our ability to create 
high-wage jobs in the end depends upon our ability to produce people 
who can fill those jobs once they're created. 

And I wish you would talk about it just a little bit. 

***** 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Let me just make 
one other brief point about this, and put it against one of our other 
big national challenges -- our effort to reform the welfare system 
and to limit the amount of time that able-bodied people spend on 
public assistance and to maximize their movement into the work force. 

You have this unbelievable situation today where in some 
of our cities -- St. Louis and Chicago come to mind because we've had 
studies there in the last 18 months -- there are six to nine 
applicants for every entry level job that opens up. And yet, you 
look around the country and there are tens of thousands of the kinds 
of jobs that the industries represented in this room and out in San 
Jose have opened and made available right now that cannot be filled. 

So it is obvious, to take this one step further, that 



we'll never really answer the whole welfare reform challenge and move 
people from dependence to independence until we can demonstrate to 
employers that we have educated all of our young people, even our 
poorest young people, at a level of international acceptance. 

I'd like to go on now and talk to two people here who 
really represent our children, and give them a chance to make a 
couple of remarks. Let me begin with Carmen Cortez, who is a first 
grade teacher from the Olive Street School in Porterville, 
California. She's been a reading specialist and an elementary school 
teacher for 30 years -- I find that hard to believe -- (laughter) 
--but ever since she was eight years old she's been an elementary 
school teacher. (Laughter.) And she's a member of California's 
statewide coordinating committee on standards. 

I'd like to begin by asking her the question that we 
often get asked, which is that is it realistic for us to expect that 
we can set standards that are at once high and meaningful and, 
secondly, that can be achieved by virtually all of our students in a 
country with such a diverse student body -- not only diverse racially 
and ethnically, but also economically. Is that realistic? And I'd 
like for you to talk about it based on your experience. 

***** 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me just -- I'd like to emphasize 
what Carmen said -- the most important thing she said. Keep in mind 
now, here's somebody who has been teaching our children for 30 years. 
I am so sick and tired of people assuming on the front end that 
children's learning is limited because of their racial, their ethnic 
or their income background, or whether they live in some poor rural 
area or some isolated inner-city. 

Their conditions create greater hurdles for them. We 
should clear away the hurdles, but we should not lower our 
expectations. When we lower our expectations of those kids, we're 
selling them down the river, we are not doing our jobs as adults. It 
is our job to be the shepherds for their future, to bring them into a 
better future. 

To me, the most important thing that's been said here 
today by anybody is a person who has been an educator for 30 years 
saying that when I have high expectations for these children I find 
that they meet those expectations. And I think that's important. 
(Applause.) 

I think we ought to hear from the parent who is here, 
too. We have Lydia Perez Howard (phonetic), parent of a 3rd grade 
daughter who attends Cleveland Elementary School in Pasadena, 
California. She's the vice president of the PTA and active on the 
school advisory council and the neighborhood strengthening project. 
And I'd like to ask her to talk about how she feels about this whole 



standards movement and her daughter's future and how it will affect 
it. 

***** 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me say why I think Lydia's comments 
are so important. In the end, whatever we do in the schools needs to 
be reinforced by what the children hear at home. And we learned a 
lot over the last, oh, 12 or 13 years, since the issuance in 1984 of 
the Nation At Risk report. 

But one of the most important things that I learned in 
all these years I was working as a governor on standards and 
educational improvement is that in the United States there were too 
many parents who tended to believe that their children's performance 
in school was largely due to their income or their racial or ethnic 
background or whether English was their first language. And in a lot 
of other cultures that we're competing with, they believe their 
children's performance in school is directly related to effort and 
the level of support they get from the parents at home. 

And it seems to me that you can have a debate if you 
want about what you think is right, or is it 90 percent one and 1 0 
percent the other; but there is only one attitude likely to produce 
positive results for the children, and that is to believe that what 
children learn is largely the function of effort and the level of 
support they get in the home. So when the parents say something like 
what Lydia has said, it seems to me profoundly important. 

The other thing I'd like to say -- you say you came up 
in the schools of the Bronx in a different time. It put me in mind 
of something else that's especially important to California. This 
country has been built by generation after generation of immigrants 
who came to this country and believed that their children would do 
better than they did and would fully participate in the American 
Dream. I would argue there were two elements to that. One is the 
immigrants worked like crazy, saved, and gave their kids a better 
life. Second, their kids had a good education and were assimilated 
into the mainstream of American life. 

We are becoming an evermore pluralistic society. And 
more and more of our immigrants are people who desperately need not 
only for the working age parents to have the chance to get good jobs 
and build a good future, but for those children to have that future, 
too. We cannot become the country we ought to become as a 
multi-ethnic, multi-racial democracy in a world that will value that 
enormously in the absence of a good educational system. 

And again, I say having teachers who believe in high 
expectations and having parents who believe that if their schools 



work properly and have high expectations, they wiil support that and 
they will tell their children that what they learn will be a function 
of effort more than l.Q. -- those two things will count more than 
anything else the rest of us will do. Then all of us have to do is 
show up, do our part, and create the system that will enable those 
kinds of teachers, those kinds of parents, and those kinds of 
children to succeed. So I think we ought to give our teacher and our 
parent another hand. I think they did a great job. (Applause.) 

I'd like to ask the Secretary of Education, who has been 
my friend and colleague on this for nearly 20 years now, to talk a 
little bit about what we're doing to try to work with the states to 
get the standards movement up and going and, specifically, to prepare 
the 4th grade reading and the 8th grade math examination by 1999 so 
that it meets the standards that Delaine Eastin and others in other 
states would expect it to. 

Mr. Secretary. 

***** 

THE PRESIDENT: I'd like to leave everyone with this one 
final point, and then I'd like to call on the Vice President to close 
the meeting, to tie something together that Secretary Riley talked 
about, and what Lydia Perez-Howard and what Carmen Cortez said about 
the students, and obviously what Delaine said earlier, and going back 
to something Jim Barksdale said about how everything that he's 
involved in, he has to meet standards. 

I think it's important to make a distinction over and 
over again about what the difference is between what we propose here 
and what tests are in the classroom normally. We are striving for 
what you would call in manufacturing a "zero-defect result," which 
means we want to set high standards that will guarantee 100 percent 
of the children, whether they graduate at the top of their class or 
at the bottom or somewhere in the middle, that they'll still have 
what they need to go on with their lives and make a success of it and 
to make our country strong. Which means that, in a given class, a 
student could make the highest grade in the class, but if the student 
doesn't achieve the standards it's still not good enough; and in 
another class, even a student who might have the lowest grade in the 
class would still be a good successful performing learner and know 
that he or she can have a good future and has been given a good 
education. That is the important thing. 

Furthermore, these examinations are not being given to 
label anybody a failure, but to give everybody a benchmark on which 
they can build to success. Of course not everybody will do well the 
first time they're given, but we have to know what the benchmark is. 
we have to know what the roadmap is. 



But I just want to emphasize that again: If parents 
have the attitudes that we heard from Lydia, if teachers have the 
attitude we heard from Carmen, and states have the leadership that we 
heard from Delaine, from John Doerr, from all the folks out in San 
Jose today, we can achieve virtually a zero-defect society from an 
educational point of view and give our children the. future they need. 
And especially states that are on the cutting edge of the future, 
both in terms of being highly pluralistic and having those new jobs 
of tomorrow, places like California will be the greatest 
beneficiaries. 

So I think it's important that we go out there and talk 
about this, so that everyone understands exactly what we mean. These 
are different from what most people think of as classroom tests, and 
we need to hammer that home. We believe all these kids can clear the 
bar, and we're determined to see that they do it. 

END 3:25 P.M. EST 
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The President's announcement on Wednesday will be video-linked to a Silicon Valley 
audience at tbe Stooegate School in soutb~t San 1~. 

Stonegate was built in 1971 and is a year-round K-8 facility with _~nately 900 
students. Students of Asian and Hispanlc de&."'ellt couqnisc roughfy' 8Ql.t of the student 
body. 

The Stonegatc event is hosted by Mayor Hammer. In ~ui.hulce will be approximately 250 
students and teachers, elected officials and numerous Silicon Valley busitas leaders (list 
of. oonfinned participants attached). 

Participating in the discussion with the White House from the Stonegate s:ite will be Mayor 
Hammer and Jim Barksdale, CEO of Netscape. 
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Business Executives 

Gil Amelio, CEO, Apple 
Mel Badgett, President, Homesoft Corporat1lon 

Jim Barksdale, CEO, Netscape 
Brett Bullington, EVP, Excite 

Uan Eilers, CEO, Cidco 
Dave Ellington, President, NetNoir 

Gary Fazzino, Dir. Gov't. Relatiens, Hewlett Packard 
Jeff Garver, Attorney at Law 
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Roundtable Participants and Suggested OuestiOJ!ll 

(IN SPEAKING ORDER) 

The President - makes opening remarks. 

Delaine Eastin - California State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Delaine is very supportive of national standards. As an elected official and the highest ranking 
education official in the state she has been part of elevating standards at the state level. 

The Vice President - makes remarks and introduces John Doerr. 

John Doerr - Partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers. 
He will announce that a group of over 200 high-tech industry leaders who hire graduates from 
across the country have endorsed your standards and testing initiative. He will then introduce Jim 
Barksdale. 

Jim Barksdale - Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape Communications. 
Jim Barksdale will speak to you via satellite from San Jose. He will be joim!d by Mayor Susan 
Hammer, and students of the Stonegate School. 

QUESTION: From your perspective, as a leatler in the technology industry, what do 
you see as the most important benefits of national standards? 

The President - You will then say goodbye to those attending the event Satellite Site, and return 
to ask a question of Carmen Cortez. 

Carmen Cortez - First Grade Teacher from the Olive Street School in Portc:::rville, CA. 
She has been a reading Specialist and elementary school teacher for 30 years. She is a member of 
the statewide coordinating committee on standards. 

QUESTION: Jn your experience as a teacher, do you find that students perform better 
when you expect more of them? 

Lydia Perez-Howard - Parent of a 3rd grade daughter who attends Cleveland Elementary School 
in Pasadena. Lydia is the PT A Vice President and is active on the School Advisory Council and 
Neighborhood Strengthening Project. She works for an Investment Management Firm, Seutter, 
Stevens & Clark in Los Angeles. 

QUESTION: Why are high national standards important to you as a parent? 

Secretary Riley - will make remarks about the Administration's ongoing efforts on standards. 

The Vice President - will make closing remarks. 



Special Tabulation of the percent of total, grade 4 and grade 8 public enrollment 
and total private enrollment in 4 selected states and the DOD, Fall, 1994. 

(Includes 50 States, DC, and the Territories) 

Enrollment 

Public 
State Total Public 

" Private Total 4th~8th grades 4th grade 

::alif ornia 11.3 11.3 11.9 12.3 
1'aryland 1. 8 1.8 1. 7 1. 8 
'li.chigan 3.6 3.6 3.5 3.6 
forth carolina 2.5 2.6 2.6 2.6 

I state total 19.2 19.8 20.2 

JS Total (without DODS) 100. 0 100.0 100.0 

>ODS 2/ 0.2 0.2 0.2 

JS Total (with CODS) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

>ource: National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, 1996. 
L/ Private enrollment froni Fall 1993, includes only 50 States and DC. 
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Special Tabulation of the percent of total, grade 4 and grade 9 public enrollment 
and total private enrollment in 4 selected states and the DOD, Fall, 1994. 

Enrollment 

Public 
State Total Public 

& Private Total 4th .. eth grades 4th grade 

:alifornia 11.5 ll.4 12.1 12.5 
'4aryland 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 
~ichigan 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.6 
'iorth Carolina 2.S 2.6 2.6 2.6 

l state total 19:5 19.S 20.1 20.5 

lS Total (without DODS) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

JOOS 2/ 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 

JS Total (with DODS) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

;ource: National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, 1996. 
L/ Private enrollment from Fall 1993. 
!/ Limited to schools outside of the United States. 
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>eclal Tabu.lation of tbe percent c>! total, grade 4 and grade 8 public enrollrent 
and total private enrollment in 4 selected states and the DOD, Fall, L996. 

l!nrollment 

Public 
State Total Public 

' Private Total 4th~ 11th grade& 4th grade 

ilifocnia IL .5 11.4 12.l 12.5 
uyland L. 8 1.8 1.9 LI 
ichigan J.7 l.7 l.6 J.6 
>rt.h Carolina 2.S 2.6 2.6 2.6 

state total 19.S 19.S 2D.1 20.S 

; Total (without DODSI 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

)DS 2/ O.l O.l l/ l/ 

i Total lwith OOOS) 100.0 100.0 l/ )/ 

)lllce: Rational Center for l!ducation Statistics, Digest of l!ducation Statistics, 1~96. 
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>pecial Tabulation of the percent of t.otal, grade 4 anri grade 8 public enrollmenL 
and total private er-.rollu-.ent. in 4 selected states and the DOD, f"al l, :~~~. 

Public 
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:a!ifornia 
Y.aryland 
!-!ichigan 
Korth Carolina 

CO 4 state total 
(Y} 

Total 

1.8 
J.7 
2.6 

19.5 

!"-------------- --------
~us Total (without. OODS) lDQ.O 

N ------------ --------~ l:ODS 2/ 0.3 

N ------------ --------
US Total (with DODS) 100.0 

I 4th 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ,_ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I • 
I 
I 

grade Bth grade 
l 

12.S 11.8 I 11 .e 
1.8 1.7 I 2.) 
J.6 3.6 I :L9 
2.6 2.6 I l.4 

I 
I 
I 

20.5 19.7 I 19.4 
I 
i 

100.0 100.0 I 100.0 

I 
l/ J/ I N/A 

I 
J/ 1/ I ~1/A 

I ~ ------------ --------Source: National CenteT lor Education Statistics, Digest of £ducat.ion Statistics, 1996. 
:X: l/ Private enroltment from Pall 1993. 
~ 2/ ~st~~ated. 

:z 
C) 
x:: 
r--
0) 

I ....... 
(Y} 

I 
a::: 
<C 
:c 

J/ Crade detail not available. 



I 
I 
I 

-1 

I 

v(cJ (- 00 V( czf '. lf.o (-- O"[ <; > 
J 



I. PURPOSE 

·················:···· ....................... -.. ::: ... ,, ...... . 

April 1, 1997 

CALIFORNIA EDUCATION ROUND TABLE ON 
NATIONAL STANDARDS AND TESTING 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
BRIEFING TIME: 
EVENT TIME: 
FROM: 

April 2, 1997 
The East Room 

2:05 pm - 2:30 pm (Red Room) 
2:30 pm - 3 :30 pm 
Bruce Reed 
Michael Cohen 

··········''"}',~'g~' 1] 

To highlight the support from the state of California and the high tech industry for your 
national standards and testing proposal. 

II. BACKGROUND 

You will be hosting a round table discussion with California educators and high tech 
CEOs in front of an audience of 150 members of the education and business communities. 
The Vice President and Secretary Riley will also be participating. This is an opportunity 
for you to receive the endorsement of Delaine Eastin, the California State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, and over 200 high tech industry leaders for your national standards 
and testing proposal. 

California Superintendent Endorsement: 
The California endorsement means that nearly 20 percent of the Nation's students are 
committed to participate in the standards and testing program. Superintendent Eastin's 
endorsement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North 
Carolina, along with the Department of Defense schools, to commit to participate in the 
national tests. California public schools serve over five million students, representing over 
11 % of the nation's public school enrollment. 

High Tech Industry's Endorsement: 
John Doerr, partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, will 
announce that a group of over 200 high-tech industry leaders who hire graduates from 
across the country have endorsed your standards and testing initiative. Moreover, the 
industry leaders will write to all governors, chief state school officers, and state board of 
education chairs calling on them to support national standards. Doerr will be joined via 
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audio feed from San Jose's Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of 
Netscape Communications, Mayor Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in 
the tests in 1999. Other CEOs will participate in the event at the White House and from 
San Jose. The CEOs coming to the White House will also meet with the Vice President 
and Erskine separately. This is the fourth meeting the Vice President has had with John 
Doerr and other high tech industry representatives since January. In these meetings the 
Vice President specifically sought their support on this issue. 

ID. PARTICIPANTS 

Briefing Participants: 
The Vice President 
Secretary Riley 
Sylvia Mathews 
John Podesta 
Rahm Emanuel 
Bruce Reed 
Michael Cohen 
Jim Kohlensberger 
Don Baer/ Ann Lewis 
Eli Attie 

Event Participants: 
The Vice President 
Secretary Riley 
John Doerr 
Jim Barksdale, CEO and President of Netscape 
Delaine Eastin, California State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Carmen Cortez, First Grade Teacher, Olive Street School, Porterville, CA 
Lydia Perez-Howard, Parent of 3rd grade student, Pasadena, CA 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

- The President makes opening remarks and introduces Delaine Eastin, California State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

- Delaine Eastin makes remarks. 
- The Vice President makes remarks and introduces John Doerr. 
- John Doerr makes remarks and introduces Jim Barksdale, CEO and President of 

Netscape Communications from Satellite site in San Jose. 
- Jim Barksdale makes remarks via satellite. 
- The President will ask a question to Barksdale, and Barksdale will reply. 



- The President says goodbye to the Satellite Site, and asks a question of California First 
Grad Teacher Carmen Cortez. 

- California First Grade Teacher Carmen Cortez makes remarks. 
- The President asks a question of Parent Lydia Perez-Howard. 
- California Parent Lydia Perez-Howard makes brief remarks. 
- The President asks Secretary Riley to make remarks. 
- Secretary Riley makes remarks. 
- The Vice President thanks everyone for their time and closes the program. 

VI. REMARKS 

Prepared by Speechwriting. 

VII. ATTACHMENTS 

- Participant list in speaking order. 
- Fact Sheet on California Educational Standards. 
- Statement from 200 CEOs. 
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Roundtable Participants and Suggested Questions 

(IN SPEAKING ORDER) 

The President - makes opening remarks. 

Delaine Eastin - California State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Delaine is very supportive of national standards. As an elected official and the highest ranking 
education official in the state she has been part of elevating standards at the state level. 

The Vice President - makes remarks and introduces John Doerr. 

John Doerr - Partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers. 
He will announce that a group of over 200 high-tech industry leaders who hire graduates from 
across the country have endorsed your standards and testing initiative. He will then introduce Jim 
Barksdale. 

Jim Barksdale - Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape Communications. 
Jim Barksdale will speak to you via satellite from San Jose. He will be joined by Mayor Susan 
Hammer, and students of the Stonegate School. 

QUESTION: From your perspectfre, as a leader in the technology industry, what do 
you see as the most important benefits of national standards? 

The President - You will then say goodbye to those attending the event Satellite Site, and return 
to ask a question of Carmen Cortez. 

Carmen Cortez - First Grade Teacher from the Olive Street School in Porterville, CA 
She has been a reading Specialist and elementary school teacher for 30 years. She is a member of 
the statewide coordinating committee on standards. 

QUESTION: In your experience as a teacher, <lo you find that students perform better 
when you expect more of them? 

Lydia Perez-Howard - Parent of a 3rd grade daughter who attends Cleveland Elementary School 
in Pasadena. Lydia is the PT A Vice President and is active on the School Advisory Council and 
Neighborhood Strengthening Project. She works for an Investment Management Firm, Seutter, 
Stevens & Clark in Los Angeles. 

QUESTION: Why are high national standards important to you as a parent? 

Secretary Riley - will make remarks about the Administration's ongoing efforts on standards. 

The Vice President - will make closing remarks. 



A BIPARTISAN CALL FROM U.S. TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY LEADERS 
FOR IIlGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MATH 

Gale Aguilar CEO Mitem Corporation 

Paul Allaire CEO Xerox 

Joseph Ambrosio Geoenl Partner Pireoe Partners 

Dr. Gilbert Amelio CEO. Chairman Apple Computer 

Marc Andreessen Co-Fouoder. Vice President of Teclmology Netscape Communications 

Vmcente Anido. Jr. President & CEO C001bichem. Inc. 
ShenyAnnes Vice President. Int1 Relations & Communications Arris Phannaoeutical 

F.iic Archambeau President I>ataMind Corp. 

Howard Asher President & CEO A.dvanoed Biocesearch Associates 

Mel Badgett President Homesoft Corporation 

Naren Bakshi President & CEO Vision Software 

Jim Barlcsdale CEO & President Netscape Communications 

Carol Bartz Chaiman of the Board & CEO Autodesk 

Gary Beach President Computerworld 

George Bell CEO Excite 

Eric Beohamou CEO & Chairman 3COM 

Charles Berger CEO and President Radius 

Philip Berman Chairman & CEO CompuRAD 

JeffBezos CEO Amazon.com 

David Binkley CEO Argonaut Teclmologies 

Philip J. Bioia President Zeus Communications 

Jaleh Bisharat Senior Vice President of Marketing Pointcast 

Julie Blanchard Vice President Hwnan Resources Heartport 

Charles Boesenberg CEO Ashtech. Inc. 
Shelby Boonie coo C/Net 

Jerry Breoholtz President Advanced Technical Resources 
John Seeley Brown CEO Xerox PARC 

Neill H. Brownstein Special Partner Bessemer Ventw"er Partners 

George H. Bruns. Jr. Chairman & CEO Giga-tronics Incorporated 

Brett Bullington Executive VP Strategic & Business Development Excite 

Pat Burt President Acteroo 

Brook H. Byers Partner Kleiner. Perkins. Caufield & Byers 

Gordon Campbell President TECHFARM. Inc. 

William Campbell President Intuit 

Douglas Carlston CEO & Chairman Broderlnmd Software 

Steve Case Chaiman & President America On-Line 

Daniel H. Case Ill President & Co-CEO Hambrecht & Quist 

John Castello President & CEO XOMA Corporation 

John Chambers CEO Cisco 

Kwnar Chandrasekaran CEO InSite Vision. Inc. 

Robert Chess CEO Inhale T erapeutic Systems 
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A BIPARTISAN CALL FROM U.S. TECHNOLOGY JNDUSTRY LEADERS 
FOR lilGH NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS IN READING AND MATH 

Sanjeev Chitre CEO lnk:grated Process Equipment Corp. 

Ronald Chwang President & CEO ACA'Z America 
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· • ; ; . CA:UFORNIA SCilOOLS CIIIEF EASTIN ACCEPTS THE PRESIDENT'S 
, CIIALLENGE TO RAISE ACADEMIC STANDARDS; 

IllGD-TECB CEOs CALL ON OTHER STATES TO l~OLLOW LEAD 

Eastin responds to the challenge • .Today, California Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Delaine Eastin will accept the President's challenge to support the establishment of voluntary 
national tests to measure the academic performance of 4th graders in reading and 8th graders 111 

math. Eastin will make her commitment to work with California's governor and legislat.ive 
leadership to support the use of these new tests. 

· By taking this action, Calrtornta will P.ns11re that its students, parents, and teachers will have 
honest, accurate informittion ahnnt. whether students are mastering basic skills. Eastin will be 
accompaniM ;it the White House event by educators and parents from California. 

: .. · 

OvP.r P.IP.vP.n percent nf the nation's students live in California. California public schools st:rve 
more than five million students, representing over 11 percent of the nation's public ~i;huul 
enrollment. Currently. the states of Maryland. Michigan, and North Cis1Ulim1, along with the 
U.S. Depa.nment of Defense Schools, an: commiLLc<l lo µa.i ticipaling iu the national tests. With 
California's pledge, die ptlri;c:nu.~1: of Lh~ nation's students iuvolvc:d would increase to nearly 20 
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CALIFORNIA SCllOOLS CDIEF EASTIN ACCEPTS m1: PRESIDENT'S 
, CDALLENGE TO RAISE ACADEMIC STANDARDS; 

HIGil-TECB CEOs CALL ON OTHER STATES TO FOLLOW LEAD 

Eastin rc9ponds to the challenge. Today, California Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Delaine Enstin will accept the President's challenge to support the establishment of voluntary 
national tests to measure the academic performance of 4th graders in reading and 8th graders 11'1. 

math. Eastin Will make her commitment to work with California's governor and leeis.l;:it.ive 
leadership to support the use of these new tests. 

By taking this action, Calitornta will eno;;11re that. its students, parents, and teachers will have 
honest, ac.c\.irate information ahnnt whether students are mastering basic skills. Eastin will be 
aC'.c'.ompaniE>.rl lit the White House event by educators and parents from California. 

OvPr f!IPvPn percent of the nation's srudents live in California. California public schools sc:r~c 
more than five million students, representing over 11 percent of the natic1n's public ~d1uul 
enrollment. Currently, the states of Maryland. Michigan, and North C111olim1, along with the 
U.S. Depanment of Defense Schools. art: r.:onunillc:tl Lo IJi.1.I Li"ipating in the national tests. With 
California's pledge, tlit: pt:n;c:nL<tgc uf Lht: naLion's students involved would increase to nearly 20 
perctm.L. 
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Q's and A's on the California Sign-On/CEO Event --DRAFT April 1, 1997 

Q: Does Governor Pete Wilson support the President's testing proposal? Does 
Superintendent Eastin have the authority to commit California to taking the tests? 

A: Eastin is the elected Superintendent of Public Instruction in California. She is pledging her 
personal support for this initiative and is committing to work with other public officials in 
California to enable students there to take part in the tests. Governor Wilson has been notified of 
Eastin's decision; we are not aware that he has made any public comment at this time. 

Q: Do you anticipate more states endorsing the President's proposal soon? 

A: We are talking to a wide range of states that are interested in participating in the tests in 1999. 
Each state has to move at its own pace and work through the advantages to students, parents, and 
teachers, as well as how the proposal relates to the state's school improvement efforts. We are 
pleased with the strong support we have received so far, and expect that today's announcement 
will help us build momentum for the effort. 

Q: What kind of response is the President's testing plan getting on Capitol Hill? 

A: Administration officials are talking with Members and staff to help them better understand the 
President's plan and to work through issues such as oversight of the test There is a good, frank 
dialogue underway. 

Q: Does Eastin really represent the wishes of Californians on this? 

A: Superintendent Eastin was elected statewide by the citizens of California to take a leadership 
role on educations like higher standards. But Eastin wasn't here alone. Instead, she was 
accompanied by a parent and a local educator who described why they feel that the President's 
initiative is so important to students and communities throughout California. 
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Q: What kind of response is the President's testing plan getting on Capitol Hill? 

A: Administration officials are talking with Members and staff to help th1~m better understand the 
President's plan and to work through issues such as oversight of the test. There is a good, frank 
dialogue underway. 



Michael Cohen 
03/27/97 02:15:39 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Coordinates for California education standards event 

Sorry I didn't get a chance to do this earlier. 
----------------------Forwarded by Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP on 03/27/97 02:14 PM 

Laura D. Schwartz 

03/26/97 06:56:25 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: MCHUGH_L@ A 1 @ CD @ LNGTWY 
Subject: Coordinates for California education standards event 

The following are the coordinates that will carry our event live and unrestricted on satellite next 
Wednesday beginning at 2:30pm EST. 

Tim, please let me know when you have a technical contact at the California location so I can arrange the 
audio into the roundtable and assist them with their downlink. 

All of you are free to give these out at will if any other CA state/local officialsfi:;chools would like to 
organize "watch parties" or other downlink locations. Television stations will IJe notified next Monday that 
the feed will be available through Media Affairs' media advisory and calls to stations that may have a 
vested interest i.e. CA affiliates. 

Please call me if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 

Laura 

CBAND 
GE2 
TRANSPONDER 21 HORIZONTAL 
DOWNLINK FREQUENCY 4100mHz HORIZONTAL 



AUDIO 6.2/6.8 
Orbital slot for GE2 is located at 85' West 

Message Sent To: 

Timothy L. Newell/OSTP/EOP 
Ann M. Cattalini/WHO/EOP 
Ann F. Lewis/WHO/EOP 
Emily Bromberg/WHO/EOP 
Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP 
PALMIERl_J @A1 @CD@ LNGTWY 
SILVERMAN_J @ A 1 @ CD @ LNGTWY 
Jim Kohlenberger/OVP @ OVP 



TO: STAFF 

FROM: Maria Echaveste 

RE: Staff responsibility by issues 

The following is a list of issues and the staff members responsible for taking the lead in keeping 
track of the issues and communicating that information to the rest of the staff: :-

WELFARE REFORM BETSY MYERS 6-7300 
CHERI CARTER 6-2682 
FLO MCAFEE6-7701 

HEAL TH INSURANCE BARBARA WOOLLEY 6-2155 
LISA ROSS 6-7300 

EDUCATION BILL WHITE 6-7032 
SUZANNA VALDEZ 6-6659 
ANN EDER 6-5161 

CAMPAIGN REFORM MARILYN DIGIACOBBE 6-2721 
FLO MCAFEE 6-7701 

BUDGET BEN JOHNSON 6-5189 
PETER O'KEEFE 6-7702 
BARBARA WOOLLEY 6-2155 

TRANSPORTATION RICHARD HA YES 6-5074 
BETSY MYERS (PROCUREMENT) 
6-7300 

JUVENILE JUSTICE JAY FOOTLIK 6-5283 
SUZANNA VALDEZ 6-6659 
BOB JONES(CRIMINAL JUSTICE) 
273-4845 

UNITY BEN JOHNSON 6-5189 
RICHARD SOCARIDES6-161 l 
DORIS MA TSUI 6-5197 

SUMMIT DORIS MA TSUI 6-5197 
JAY FOOTLIK 6-5283 
ANN EDER 6-5161 

DC LISA ROSS 6-7300 
CHERI CARTER 6-2682 

ENVIRONMENT SUZANNA VALDEZ 6-6659 
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Pro~ected public school enrollment in the 4th an4 8th grades; fall l.9'8 

4th grade I 8th grade 

r l~~~~---~--~~-
ISnrollment, l Percentaie !Enrollment, I Percentage !Snrollme~t, I Peieentage 

State or other 
area 

I in thousands I distribution I in thoi.isands I distriti1.11:ion I in thouunds I dist.r~bution 
-------1 I I I I I ___ _ 
United State• •..... j 7,096 I 100.0 I l,587 I 100.0 I 3,509 I ioo.o 

4 states, total .. ! 1,478 I 20.B I 770 I 21.5 I 708 I 20.2 
CaUforn~a •.... 1 907 I l2.8 I 478 I 13.3 I 429 l 
M.ryland ....... 1 l.ll I LB Ei8 I 1.9 I 63 I 
Micnigan ....... / 248 I 3.5 I l.26 I 3,5 I 123 I 
lllorth c1u~o:Una . I 1'1 I 41. 7 I 98 I ~. 7 I !13 I 

12.2 
1.8 
l.S 
2.7 

-------1 I I I I '---....,-soUl'cs. U.S. Department of £dueation. National Cancer for Education Scatitties, Projections of 
Education Statistics to 2006, unpublished data. (Thia cable vaa prepared March 1!196.) 
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RAISING STANDARDS AND PREPARING STUDENTS 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY ECONOMY 

CALIFORNIARESPONPS TO THE PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: 
IDGH-TECH CEO'S CALL ON OTHER STATES TO FOLLOW SUIT 

DRAFT March 31, 1997 

California Responds to the Challenge. Today. Superintendent of Public Education Delaine 
Eastin will announce that California accepts the President's challenge to states and localities to 
measure the performance of their students against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade math. using voluntary national tests based on thos,e standards. By doing so, 
California will insure that its students, parents and teachers will have honest, accurate information 
about whether students are mastering the basic skills. Eastin will be accompanied by supportive 
local educators and parents from California. 

Over One-Fifth of the Nation's Students Committed to Participate. Superintendent Eastin's 
announcement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina, 
along with the Department of Defense schools, to commit to participate in the national tests. 
California public schools serve over five million students, representing over 11% of the nation's 
public school enrollment. California raises the percentage of the nation's students committed to 
participating in the test to nearly 20%. 

High-Tech CEO's Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participate. U.S. Students must 
meet world class standards in order to thrive in the technology-rich 21st Century economy. John 
Doerr, partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, will announce 
that a groyp of over 100 high-tech CEO' s who hire graduates from across the country have 
endorsed the President's standards and testing initiative. Moreover, 1h~_rEO's will be sending a 
letter to all governors, chief state school officers, and state board of education chairs calling on 
them to accept the President's challenge as well. Doerr will be joined via audio feed from San 
Jose's Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape Communications, 
Mayor Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. Other CEO's will 
participate in the event at the White House and from San Jose. 

A Challenge to Every State: Make Sure Every Student Masters the Uasics in Reading and 
Math. Under the President's plan, the U.S. Department of Education will give every state, school 
district, and parent the opportunity to use voluntary tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade 
math, beginning in 1999. These tests will help states and local communities raise standards of 
excellence for teaching and learning, and provide parents with accurate information about their 
children's academic performance. This will be the first time rigorous tests of critical reading skills 
at grade 4 and math knowledge and skills at grade 8, tied to widely accepted national standards, 
are available to measure individual student and school performance throughout the nation. 
President' Clinton's Call to Action for American Education also stresses helping students prepare 
for the tests, such as the President's America Reads Initiative to mobilize an army of one million 
volunteer reading tutors. 
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1. POTUS: Big Picture 
-- education is important 

CALIFORNIA EVENT 
DRAFT--March 28, 1997 

-- raising standards is important 
-- national standards and tests in basics: 4th grade reading and 8th grade math 
-- Introduce Eastin announcement 

. // 
2. Delaine Eastin: California Participation Announcement "l WI 1 no.1 L c,, 

-- California plans to participate in tests 
-- This will help move education forward in California because ... 

3. POTUS (very brief) 
-- Along with Maryland, Michigan and NC (and defense schools), now [20%] of kids in 
country will participate 

4. VPOTUS: 
-- Global economy context 
-- High standards important for high-tech future 
-- CEO's a nationwide group that represents this future 

5. John Doerr: Technology Industry Executives Endorsement t ,,,., ,,,J<..., 
-- Representing 150 high tech companies, who compete fiercely with each other around 
the world and in US, but are united on importance of education 
-- We are the future economy -- we've created x million jobs, we hire from around the 
globe 
-- POTUS and VP on the right track -- need to prepare for 21st Century 
-- Endorse testing proposal and will be working to make it happen 
-- Will send letter to every governor, chief state schools officer and state board of 
education chair urging them to make commitment like California 
-- Introduce California school site 

t;A. tJo (or~JJ 1 ~0~1c.-v ~(. • 
~€.Jfim Barksdale (at Stonegate School in San Jose w/ Mayor Hammer) 2 y.-i,n.,t.:;;., 

-- Here with kids who will take the 4th grade and 8th grade tests in 1999; this is critical to 
their future 
-- If these kids and their teachers know what's expected of them, they can achieve it 
-- As part of effort to help kids meet high standards, we will be pitching in on NetDay 
later this month 

7. POTUS 
-- To the CEO's, thank you for your historic commitment 
-- To the students -- this is about you and your futures, and that's why I have a plan 
for improving American education; you'll have to work hard, but you can do it 



-- To teachers and parents -- we are ready to work with you to help aJJ students succeed 
-- With us here are two school leaders from local communities in California, and then 
Secretary Riley will speak 

8. Superintendentffeacher/Principal 
-- We support this effort and we will do everything we can to help kids get ready 

9. Parent/Community Activist 
-- These new tests will challenge our kids and let them know we expect a lot from them 
-- We agree, this is important to their future 

10. Secretary Riley 
-- This marks an important milestone in our long-term efforts to nise standards 
-- We are making major efforts to help students excel on these tests in 1999 and beyond, 
such as the President's America Reads Initiative and directive on i,mproving math 
education 
-- Teachers, school boards, administrators, and other school leaders need to get behind 
this national effort to improve education 

W -- Parents should talk to local school officials and ask if they are participating in these tests 

~- POTUS (~ ~5 pv0 fJ-1 u.__ ( l_ -- Q&A with the group 



RAISING STANDARDS AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
ECONOMY 

CALIFORNIA RESPONDS TO THE PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: HIGH-TECH CEO'S 
CALL ON OTHER ST ATES TO FOLLOW SUIT 

DRAFT March 31, 1997 

California Responds to the Challenge. Today, Superintendent of Public Education Delaine 
Eastin will announce that California accepts the President's challenge to states and localities to 
measure the performance of their students against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade math, using voluntary national tests based on those standards. By doing so, 
California will insure that its students, parents and teachers will have honest, accurate information 
about whether students are mastering the basic skills. 

Over One-Fifth of the Nation's Students Committed to Participate. Superintendent Eastin's 
announcement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina, 
to commit to participate in the national tests. California public schools serve over five million 
students, representing over 11 % of the nation's public school enrollment. The President will note 
that California raises the percentage of the nation's 4th and 8th graders committed to participating 
in the test to over 20%. 

High-Tech CEO's Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participate. U.S. Students must 
meet world class standards in order to thrive in the technology-rich Twenty-·First Century 
economy. John Doerr, a Partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, 
will announce that a group of over 100 high-tech CEO's who hire graduate~ from across the 
country, have endorsed the President's initiative standards and testing initiative. Moreover,~ 
CE.O's will be sending a letter to all governors, chief state school officers. and state board of 
education chairs calling on them to accept the President's challenge as well. Doerr will be joined 
via audio feed from San Jose's Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape 
Communications, Mayor Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. 
Other CEO's will participate in the event at the White House and from San Jose. 

Still to add ... 

[Local folks? 
[Riley? 

[Reminder background on the national tests and stress on getting ready for those tests. 



RAISING STANDARDS AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
ECONOMY 

CALIFORNIA RESPONDS TO THE PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: HIGH-TECH CEO'S 
CALL ON OTHER STATES TO FOLLOW SUIT 

DRAFT March 31, 1997 

California Responds to the Challenge. Today. Superintendent of Public Education Delaine 
Eastin will announce that California accepts the President's challenge to states and localities to 
measure the performance of their students against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade math using voluntary national tests based on those standards. By doing so, 
California will insure that its students, parents and teachers will have honest, accurate information 
about whether students are mastering the basic skills. 

Over One-Fifth of the Nation's Students Committed to Participate. Superintendent Eastin's 
announcement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina, 
to commit to participate in the national tests. California public schools serve over five million 
students, representing over 11% of the nation's public school enrollment. The President will note 
that California raises the percentage of the nation's 4th and 8th graders committed to participating 
in the test to oyer 20%. 

High-Tech CEO's Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participate. U.S. Students must 
meet world class standards in order to thrive in the technology-rich Twenty-First Century 
economy. John Doerr, a Partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, 
will announce that a group of over 100 high-tech CEO' s who hire graduate:; from across the 
country, have endorsed the President's initiative standards and testing initial~. Moreover, the 
CE·o' s will be sending a letter to all governors. chief state school officers. and state board of 
education chairs calling on them to accept the President's challenge as well. Doerr will be joined 
via audio feed from San Jose's Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape 
Communications, Mayor Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. 
Other CEO's will participate in the event at the White House and from San Jose. 

Still to add ... 

[Local folks? 
[Riley? 

[Reminder background on the national tests and stress on getting ready for those tests. 



RAISING STANDARDS AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
ECONOMY 

CALIFORNIA RESPONDS TO THE PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: HIGH-TECH CEO'S 
CALL ON OTHER ST ATES TO FOLLOW SUIT 

DRAFT March 31, 1997 

California Responds to the Challenge. Today. Superintendent of Public. Education Delaine 
Eastin will announce that California accepts the President's challenge to states and localities to 
measure the performance of their students against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade math. using voluntary national tests based on those :;;tandards. By doing so, 
California will insure that its students, parents and teachers will have hone:;t, accurate information 
about whether students are mastering the basic skills. 

Over One-Fifth of the Nation's Students Committed to Participate. Superintendent Eastin's 
announcement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina, 
to commit to participate in the national tests. California public schools serve over five million 
students, representing over 11 % of the nation's public school enrollment. The President will note 
that California raises the percentage of the nation's 4th and 8th graders committed to participating 
in the test to over 20%. 

High-Tech CEO's Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participate. U.S. Students must 
meet world class standards in order to thrive in the technology-rich Twenty-First Century 
economy. John Doerr, a Partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, 
will announce that a group of over 100 high-tech CEO's who hire graduates from across the 
country. have endorsed the President's initiative standards and testing initiative. Moreover,~ 
CEO's will be sending a letter to all governors. chief state school officers. and state board of 
education chairs calling on them to accept the President's challenge as well. Doerr will be joined 
via audio feed from San Jose's Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape 
Communications, Mayor Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. 
Other CEO's will participate in the event at the White House and from San Jose. 

Still to add ... 

[Local folks? 
[Riley? 

[Reminder background on the national tests and stress on getting ready for those tests. 



RAISING STANDARDS AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE 2IST CENTURY 
ECONOMY 

CALIFORNIA RESPONDS TO THE PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: H£GH-TECH CEO'S 
CALL ON OTHER STATES TO FOLLOW SUIT 

DRAFT March 31, 1997 

California Responds to the Challenge. Today. Superintendent of Public Education Delaine 
Eastin will announce that California accepts the President's challenge to states and localities to 
measure the performance of their students against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade 
reading and 8th grade math. using voluntary national tests based on those standards. By doing so, 
California will insure that its students, parents and teachers will have honest, accurate information 
about whether students are mastering the basic skills. 

Over One-Fifth of the Nation's Students Committed to Participate. Superintendent Eastin's 
announcement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina, 
to commit to participate in the national tests. California public schools serve over five million 
students, representing over 11 % of the nation's public school enrollment. The President will note 
that California raises the percentage of the nation's 4th and 8th graders committed to participating 
in the test to over 20%. 

High-Tech CEO's Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participate. U.S. Students must 
meet world class standards in order to thrive in the technology-rich Twenty-First Century 
economy. John Doerr, a Partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, 
will announce that a group of over 100 high-tech CEO's who hire graduates from across the 
country. have endorsed the President's initiative standards and testing initiative. Moreover, the 
CEO' s will be sending a letter to all governors. chief state school officers. and state board of 
education chairs calling on them to accept the President's challenge as well. Doerr will be joined 
via audio feed from San Jose's Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & President of Netscape 
Communications, Mayor Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. 
Other CEO's will participate in the event at the White House and from San Jose. 

Still to add ... 

[Local folks? 
[Riley? 

[Reminder background on the national tests and stress on getting ready for those tests. 



I. Upcoming Events 

EDUCATION STRATEGY MEETING AGE.l\"DA 
March 3 1, 1997 

-- California testing endorsement/CEO's (4/2) 
-- DC NetDay (4/4) 
-- FLOTUS Secret Service school visit (4/4?) 
-- FLOTUS education speech in Florida ( 4/7?) 
-- AI Shanker memorial ( 4/9) 
-- Zero-3 conference (4/17) 
-- Teacher of the Year/National Conference (4/18) 

II. Call to Action 
A. HOPE/Pell/Student Loans 

-- Op Eds 
-- Response Strategies 
-- Student group activities 

B. America Reads 
-- Changes to legislation? 
-- Transmittal/Reading is Fundamental event 4/22, 23, or 25? 
-- Bipartisan involvement 
-- College work study/commitments status 
-- Service summit 

C. School Construction 
-- Update 
-- GOP Co-sponsors? 

D. National Standards/Testing Initiative 

E. Choice and Accountability 
-- Charter Schools Products 

F. Safe & Drug Free Schools/Character Education 
-- Community Schools Guide 

G. Early Learning 
-- Head Start standards? 

H. School-to-Work/Skill Grants/Lifelong learning 

I. Technology Literacy 



III. Other Issues 
A. Hispanic Education 

B. Voting Rights 



RAISING STANDARDS AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
ECONOMY 

CALIFORNIA RESPONDS TO THE PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: HIGH-TECH CEO'S 
CALL ON OTHER STATES TO FOLLOW SUIT 

DRAFT March 29, 1997 

California Responds to the Challenge. Today, Superintendent of Public Education Delaine 
Eastin will announce that California accepts his challenge to states and localities to measure the 
performance of their students against widely accepted national standards in 4th grade reading and 
8th grade math, using voluntary national tests based on those standards. 

Over One-fifth of the Nation's Students Committed to Participate. ~:uperintendent Eastin's 
announcement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina, 
to commit to participate in the national tests. The President will note that California's 
involvement raises the percentage of the nation's 4th and 8th graders participating in the test to 
over 20%. 

High-Tech CEO's Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participatf:. [How to work VP in?] 
John Dore will announce that a group of high-tech CEO's, who hire gradlJates from across the 
country, have endorsed the President's initiative, and that they will be sending a letter to all 
governors, chief state school officers, and state board of education chairs calling on them to 
accept the President's challenge as well. He will be joined via audio feed by [] and Mayor Susan 
Hammer at a San Jose Middle school, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. 

Local folks 
Riley 

how to work in? 

Reminder background on the national tests and stress on getting ready for those tests. 
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1. POTUS: Big Picture 
-- education is important 

CALIFORNIA EVENT 
DRAFT--March 28, 1997 

-- raising standards is important 
-- national standards and tests in basics: 4th grade reading and 8th grade math 
-- Eastin has a big announcement to make 

2. Delaine Eastin: California Participation Announcement 
-- California plans to participate in tests 
-- This will help move education forward in California because ... 

3. POTUS (very brief) 
-- Along with Maryland, Michigan and NC (and defense schools), now [20%] of kids in 
country will participate 

4. VPOTUS 
-- Global economy context 
-- High standards important for high-tech future 
-- CEO's a nationwide group that represents this future 

5. John Dorr 
-- Representing 150 high tech companies, who compete fiercely with each other around 
the world and in US, but are united on importance of education 
-- We are the future economy -- we've created x million jobs, we hire from around the 
globe 
-- POTUS and VP on the right track -- need to prepare for 21st Century 
-- Endorse testing proposal and will be working to make it happen 
-- Will send letter to every governor, chief state schools officer and state board of 
education chair urging them to make commitment like California 

6. Lou Platt (at school in San Jose) 
-- Here with kids who will take the 4th grade and 8th grade tests in 1999; this is critical to 
their future 
-- If these kids and their teachers know what's expected of them, they can achieve it 
-- As part of effort tohelp kids meet high standards, we will be pitching in on NetDay later 
this month 

7. POTUS 
-- To the CEO's, thank you for your historic commitment 
-- To the students -- this is about you and your futures, and that's why I have a plan 
for improving American education; you'll have to work hard, but you can do it 
-- To teachers and parents -- we are ready to work with you to help all students succeed 



-- With us here are two school leaders from local communities in California, and then 
Secretary Riley will speak 

8. Superintendent/Teacher/Principal 
-- We support this effort and we will do everything we can to help kids get ready 

9. Parent/Community Activist 
-- These new tests will challenge our kids and let them know we expect a lot from them 
-- We agree, this is important to their future 

10. Secretary Riley 
-- This marks an important milestone in our long-term efforts to raise standards 
-- We are making major efforts to help students excel on these tests in 1999 and beyond, 
such as the President's America Reads Initiative and directive on improving math 
education 
-- Teachers, school boards, administrators, and other school leaders need to get behind 
this national effort to improve education 
-- Parents should talk to local school officials and ask if they are participating in these tests 

11. POTUS 
-- Q&A with the group 



California Event 

1. POTUS: Big Picture 
-- education is important 
-- raising standards is important 
-- national standards and tests in basics: 4th grade reading and 8th grade math 

2. Delaine Eastin: California Participation Announcement 
-- California plans to participate in tests 
-- This will help move education forward in California because ... 

3. POTUS (very brief) 
-- Along with Maryland, Michigan and NC (and defense schools),. now 20% of kids in 
country will participate 

4. VPOTUS 

5. John Dorr 
-- Representing 150 high tech companies, who compete fiercely with each other around 
the world and in US, but are united on importance of education 
-- We are the future economy -- we've created x million jobs, we hire from around the 
globe 
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The following are the coordinates that will carry our event live and unrestricted on satellite next Wednesday 
beginning at 2:30pm EST. 

CBAND 
GE2 
TRANSPONDER 21 HORIZONTAL 
DOWNLINK FREQUENCY 4100mHz HORIZONTAL 
AUDIO 6.2/6.8 
Orbital slot for GE2 is located at 85' West 




