
SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS 

The Ainerican Public Supports High National Standards 

Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based on rigorous national standards 
no matter where they live in this country. 

A recent Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll shows that 67% favor using standardized national tests to 
measure the achievement of students and 77% favor national standards for measuring the 
academic performance of our schools. 

Educators Support Continued Development of Voluntary National Tests 

"Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no individual student test of reading or 
mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other states and 
in other nations. They need test results indicating whether their achievement is competitive with 
other students around the world. In short, students and families want to know what level of 
learning is required to reach the high standards necessary as we enter the 21st century." 
Letter signed by the following: 

American Federation ofTeachers Council for Exceptional Children 
Council for Chief State School Officers Council of the Great City Schools 
National Education Association National School Boards Association 
National Association of Elementary School Principals 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education 

"For those states opting to participate in the program, it offers an unprecedented opportunity for 
individual students to compare their abilities with other students from across the nation...We 
believe the states should be afforded the opportunity to decide for themselves whether to take 
part in these national assessments." 

Brenda Lilienthal Welburn, Executive Director of the National Association of State 
Boards ofEducation 

"A voluntary national test would give teachers and parents the ability to measure their students 
and children against high national standards. Currently, there is no individual student test of 
reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in 
other states and in other nations." 

Gerald D. Morris 

Director of Legislation, American Federation ofTeachers 

Business Community Support for the Voluntaiy National Tests 
"The proposed standards and tests will help provide parents, students, educators and policy 
makers with the information they need to ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed in the 
21st century world and workplace." 

Edwin Lupberger, U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee 



"There is certainly a place for legitimate discussion over details...But these and other arguments 
should not weaken or overshadow our commitment to raising academic standards and assessing 
student performance. Without a national assessment, raising academic standards will be, at best, 
an amorphous goal." 

Jim Orr, CEO, UNUM Corporation, Chairman of the National Alliance of Business 

"The Alliance believes these voluntary tests could be used by state and local school districts to 
measure the progress of American students in these core subjects. The Alliance recently 
surveyed its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported the initiative to 
develop the voluntary national tests." 

National Alliance of Business 

"As the CEO of a company that does business in every state in the union and 70 countries 
worldwide, voluntary national tests that give individual student scores make sense. Here's why. 
When prospective employees apply for a job, employers hold them to the same standard, no 
matter where they went to school. In our global economy where employers are competing on a 
worldwide basis, the quantitative and communications skills needed for a particular job are not 
unique to Delaware or Texas or California." 

John A. Krol, Dupont President and CEO and 
Chairman of the Business Roundtable Education Task Force 

"President Clinton's national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted 
national benchmarks in reading and math against which states, school districts and parents can 
judge student performance." 

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Communications, and 
L. John Doerr, Partner in the firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers 
on behalf of 240 technology industry leaders 

Editorial Support for the Voluntary National Tests 

"Yes on Tests...The results of the new tests would be available for individual students, classes, 
schools and school districts, rather than expressed in broad national or regional terms. The idea is 
that, yes, they might then become instruments for change, but not dictated from above. Rather, 
parents and others would use them as a standard for comparison, and for demanding 
improvement on the ground, at the local level...The danger is not that the federal government is 
going to take over the nation's schools. The danger rather is that poor performance will continue 
to be tolerated and obscured." 

The Washington Post 

"Put Schools to the Test...American children won't notice, but the public schools they return to 
this fall lack something important; a reliable, uniform means of assessing how well they're doing 
their job. Erasing that lack is what President Clinton has in mind when he call for national 
tests...For the sake of America's students, the political and philosophical hurdles have to be 
cleared. Reliable national tests won't in themselves rebuild public education, but they're an 
important foundation stone." 

The Christian Science Monitor 
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VoluntarylNational Tests in Reading and Matheniatics: 
A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards 

Tonight, fissile a challenge lo the nation: Eveiy slate should adopt high national 
Standards,^and by 1999, eveiy state should lest eveiy 4th grader in reading and 
eveiy 8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met. 

President Bill Clinton 
1997 State of the Union Address 

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
ARE ESSENTLVL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to help 
instill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school and in 
life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected 
to learn and achieve in the basic subjects of reading and mathematics. 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. 
Reading well by grade and mastering mathematics - including the foundations of algebra and 
geometry ~ by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that 
students who fail to leam to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping 
out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of 
mathematics by the end of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and science 
courses in high school which in turn prepare them for college and better jobs. 

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we 
need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40 
percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the "basic" achievement level. In the Third 
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average in 
math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in mathematics, 
and only 5 percent of U. S. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent internationally. 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH 
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter 
where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their children are 
doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this 
information, the U.S. Department ofEducation is prepared to offer every state and school district the 
opportunity to use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics, beginning 
in 1999. These rigorousitests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual students, 
measured against widely accepted national and international standards of excellence. They will give 
states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need to help 
students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic performance. 

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be 
modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based 
on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists, 
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what 
students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The 
voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, 
so that scores can be compared to national and even international standards. As proposed by the 



Department ofEducation, the Senate has voted to authorize the bipartisan, independent National 
Assessment Governing Board to set policy for the national tests as it does for NAEP, insuring the 
integrity of the new tests. 

A NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and 
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent 
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher in 
every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to support 
these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are 
aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests are already spurring 
a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement in 
these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The 
mathematics and science community, engineers and business leaders are working to improve 
mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using 
the tests effectively, the U.S. Department ofEducation, the National Science Foundation and others 
are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to 
meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve education, and what high standards in 
reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with 
answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be released to the public and available on the 
Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can know what is expected for students to reach 
standards of excellence. 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current 
NAEP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual 
states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents 
know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide 
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance 
to widely accepted national and intemational standards and to identify students and schools that need 
extra help. These standard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools accountable for 
improved performance, help teachers and principals improve curriculum and instmction, and give 
students a guide for charting their own progress. 

The tests will be available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Individual 
test scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide 
how to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the tests as part 
of their local testing programs. 

For more information, visit the voluntary national tests web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/ 
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Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics: 
A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards 

Tonight, I issue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national 
standards, and by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader in reading and every 
8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met. 

President Bill Clinton 
1997 State ofthe Union Address 

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to help 
instill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school and in 
life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected to 
learn and achieve in the basic subjects of reading and mathematics. 

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT 
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. Reading 
well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics ~ including the foundations of algebra and geometry ~ by 
grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that students who fail 
to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping out and facing 
diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of mathematics by the end 
of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and science courses in high school 
which in tum prepare them for college and better jobs. 

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we 
need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40 
percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the "basic" achievement level. In the Third International 
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average in math and science. 
However, our 8th graders score below the international average in mathematics, and only 5 percent of 
U.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent internationally. 

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH GRADE 
MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter where they 
live or move in this coilntry. And they have the right to know how well their children are doing 
compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this information, 
the U.S. Department ofEducation is prepared to offer every state and school district the opportunity to 
use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics, beginning in 1999. These 
rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual students, measured against 
widely accepted national and international standards of excellence. They will give states, local 
communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need to help students master 
basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic performance. 

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be 
modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based on 
widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists, 
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what 
students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The voluntary 
national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, so that scores 
can be compared to national and international standards. The Department ofEducation has proposed 
that Congress authorize the bipartisan, independent National Assessment Governing Board to set policy 
for the national tests as it does for NAEP, insuring the integrity of the new tests. 



A NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and 
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent 
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher in 
every classroom. The federal govemment provides funding to states and communities to support these 
efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are aiming 
at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests are already spurring a renewed 
nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement in these core 
subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The mathematics and 
science community, engineers and business leaders are working to improve mathematics teaching and 
leaming. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using the tests effectively, the U.S. 
Department ofEducation, the National Science Foundation and others are developing a tool chest that 
includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to meet these high standards, how to 
use test results to improve education, and what high standards in reading and mathematics look like. 
As part ofthis eflFort, every year the entire test (along with answers, scoring guides, and other materials) 
will be released to the public and available on the Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can 
know what is expected for students to reach standards of excellence. 

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current NAEP 
is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual states 
perfomi in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents know how 
their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide students, parents, 
and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance to widely accepted 
national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need extra help. These 
standard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools accountable for improved performance, 
help teachers and principals improve curriculum and instruction, and give students a guide for charting 
their own progress. 

The tests will be available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Individual test 
scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide how 
to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the tests as part of their 
local testing programs. 

For more information, visit the voluntary national tests web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/ 
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WHITE HOUSE AT WORK 
September 3, 1997 

WEDNESDAY: PRESIDENT CLINTON UNDERSCORES HIS COMMITMENT TO 
EDUCATION WHILE AMERICA GOES BACK TO SCHOOL 

" We know that our children can learn to high national standards. Now, we must insist that 
every school system in America has the ability lo measure our children'sprogress in meeting 

those standards with national /ê /i."—President Clinton, September 3, 1997 

Today, the President spoke to teachers and administrators at Oak Bluff Elementary 
School to reinforce his call to Congress to support national academic standards by backing 
voluntary national testing for 4th graders in reading aud 8th graders in math. The voluntary 
national tests provide an opportunity for states and local school districts to measure their students' 
academic achievement and raise academic achievement across the country. 

Helping Parents Ensure Their Children are Learning. Parents need to know that students have 
mastered the basics no matter where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to 
know how well their children are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and 
countries. These voluntary national tests will help give parents this information by providing, for the 
first time, scores for individual students, measured against national and even international standards 
of excellence. They will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate 
information they need to help students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic 
performance. 

Raising Acadeniic Achievement: In today's global economy, our students need a sound foundation 
in reading and mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained national attention on 
the need to improve basic and advanced skills in reading and mathematics. They will catalyze the 
efforts of parents, teachers, businesses, and communities to help all students achieve to higher 
academic standards. 

Broad Bipartisan Support for National Testing: In the President's State of the Union address, he 
challenged every state and school district to adopt high national standards, and by 1999, to join in a 
national test for all 4th graders in reading and all 8th graders in math, to make sure they have 
mastered these basics. The President has not been alone in making this call; for example, business 
groups including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee, the Education Task Force 
of the Business Roundtable, the National Alliance of Business, and 240 technology industry leaders 
have joined in a bipartisan call for liigh national education standards and testing in reading and math. 

So far, states from Maryland to Michigan, as well as the nation's fifteen largest school districts, have 
chosen to participate in the voluntary national tests —together, these states and school districts 
represent 20% of all 4th and 8th graders. 

Real Results: Philadelphia is just one city that has set high standards for its students and measured 



their progress with regular tests as a part of a sustained reform effort. And the results are in: across 
the district, for the past school year, substantial academic gains were recorded in each subject 
(reading, math and science) and at each grade level (4th, 8th and l l th grades) tested. In fact-
Philadelphia has experienced an overall increase of at least 5 percentage points in the proportion of 
students performing at the basic level or higher in nearly all giades and subjects. 
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The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United Stetes 
The White House 
Washington, O.C. 

. . 
At ~e oU1;set we wish to express our appreciation for the 
attention you have gf ven to the Improvement Qf public · 
education and our support for the broad goals contained. in the 
proposal& you have made. Our organizations oppose 
discrimination in the schools based on race, national origin, sex 
or condition of dlsablllty. We represent many children of color, 
children with limited proficiency in English and children with 
disabilities and girls - all of whom have suffered discrimination 
and stereotyping In the public schools, have -been denied crltlcel 
teaching resources and have had their llfe chances Impaired by 
the failure of the schools t9 offer them a chance to succeed • 

. Thus, we feel we have much at stake in the battle to make the 
pu~!ic :achoola raspoilsive. to the children with the graata~ 
needs. And we agree with what we understand to be the 
central tenets of the Administration's proposal: 1) that all 
children can learn and that high standards should be ~steblished 

"Bquality In er Frw, Plural, Democ:rotlc Society" 

·E~·fl 
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will not serve the children mo&t in nead of educational" op 

With respect to children with limited proficiency in EngllshJ ~e most serious failure 
Is the Administration's refusal thus far to require that the fifiurth grade reading 
·assessment be given In _language&· other than English. Muc research informs us 
that children who ere eble to read in e foreign language wl I soon be able to read in 
English. Similarly the math test should be given In langules other than English 
and Spanish.. · 

Similarly, large numbers. of childre~ with dlsablll.ties are lik ly to be excluded based 
on inappropr~ately. low expectations In their education pla~. Nor for that matter 
does anything appear to preve.nt school authorities from In ucing minority or 
children from low-income families to liitay home on the· da of the assessment. If 
the purpose of the Administration's proposal is to ·assure accountability, ~must 
come to ·grips with the fact that children who are not ·pern-lltted. t? participate will 
become non-persons with no accountability by school au.t rities for their progress. 
These accommodations will in no way compromise the hig standards that should 
be expected of all stUdents. 

2) · n's Po osa ai s o ov·da S al st ha nvalld 
pad· Inappropriate Use of Iest Results, Ab~ent firm action y tt)e Adn:iinistration, 
there Is every reasor:e to bel,ie~e that the results of the natiqnal test will be used by 
ry\any school officials for high-stakes purposes such as abHftV grouping, tra_clcing, 
retention in grade and graduation. Any such usa would be armful to the children 
we represent and would be totally inappropriate since the ;em have not been and 
will not be valldated· for any of these purposes. One amon many inappropriate 
uses would be the use of test& for high stakes ·purposes w ere children have not 
had an opponunlty to learn the skills and knowledge being ested. The· 
Administration must take step& to prohibit these h~rmful a d inappropriate uses. 

3(. . d i .. i.i..+r1..+i ..... 

Re • I In P bUc e osu G :a a arents a ca ake 
Informed AlrtfaD· Admin.-an afficial•·have told us an ;merous occasions 1hM 
the most Important rationale for testing .all students in a p • cipating district is to 
galvanize parents Into action. But the current proposal Wiii ot achieve. that-result. 
A parent will know the scores-of."her-own-chltd,-but-will .. not-know·howc,her-child's-:.;-:-:;:-:~.:~::---;:,; ;.-:-

... · ~.-_.,;/,.-;, :';,,:,. · ...•. '···school~ls performing ~CO!"IJ8!8dt'f:I .~tharsc~OOIS or.how her S~f\OfJ.l.~i~~~,.~t!JO,J1'.19;;i*~( 'Jl:r.~j~$ 
· .. ·\T::'SV;•:· .<:~{:':;: :.· ... compared .. to otf1er,~~stri°".5· .. Unless .. sch~I :•uth~~e.src~o1-'"'-01.A.~JIYS!!l~lo1e 
~-".:~:·a!~{'..4~:r~~1!~~1s-lnformatio.~;i»!r~!'.!~~~I ~e,le!t ;ln'.the~dark:end~o~~:~~Jfi.ailf~~I.~~.- . ·~. , 

> ·•::·;!:• ,>:.•::-· J ·,: ,. enable them to secure :eccountabft1tv• Many ·Of our.groups have.worked,;forie~~1~0 :irrj, _ ... -.• '> .. 
. :.>> ·i~>;/> ·• > empower .parents .to:cempel responsiveness .from public afficials~e •belleve~e·~~1;tt;~~ :.~~ 
····~·:':\• ···speak from experience In ed,nsing you that In ftS current·fonni~vour:proposafwHl-tt:Mi:~,.-:;".1.r~; 

not achieve ita abJe~ve. ·And, as noted later, this Is a problem that ls·correctable.~~ir:.;f·?·> ·.\" 
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;:. . 

. -:::= ... · .. : 

e a 6 0 Critlca es at llV s· . CB est 
· Results. We recognize that the Administration'& test proporel cannot raellstlcal!y 

serve as the vehicle for redreaslng the vast inequities in th' distribution of 
education resources that deny the opportunity to learn to iilllons of poor and 
minority children throughout the na:tjon. At the same time he Administration must 
recognize that unless these resource barrier~ facing so ma v poor and minority 
children ere recognized, Identified and ultimately eddresse the nation.al _test will 
fall to improve educational opportunity for'1he children wh are most In need of 

-,ISSister,ce. One modest step would be to Include with the{
1 
est some basic 

~ 1questions ~oncernlng the taac;:her's ce"ification and othe qualifications in 
£_,. ~/" lmathematics and reading, class size and the .avallablllty o.f oaks In the 
. ( y . )classroom- that licensees would be r~~ulred to answer. S~ch inf~rmation is now 

. "V; ,\collected on a sample basis by the National AS&essment of.JEducat1onal Progress. 
f ·~ ~"'While modest, gathering this data would be consi~tent wltft provisions of the Trtle 

.(o 1 reform.that the Administration ~ponsored _call.ing on sc~oP.1 districts to deliver 
· such critical .resources to poor children and calling upon ~Ies to assure that local 

district& have the capacity to meet the responsibility. · 
. . . 

5) e d · 1 lstration us e e Necessa e s e · at t e Laws en 
·-c·e ts o ual du tlo al 0 o ni W e i e 

·Enforced~ As presently proposed, the Administration's planlwlll be implemen:ted by 
a complex and Interlocking network of largely private test ~evelopars. management 
contractors and licensees. ft does not appear that the Adm~istratlon has thought 
through how It will. assure that clvll rights, often spottily e forced even when only 
government agencies are involved. will not be denied and t at where violations 
occur there wlll be prompt redress. The Administration mu develop a plan for 
enforcement. It will not suffice to leave this problem In the hands of private civil 
right& groups. which do not have adequate resources to co e with the viofatfons 
that are likely to occµr. 

If you agree that fundamental guarantees of fairness and a· uality of opportunity 
ihould'·be part ·of any ·plan for a national test, tt will not be ifficult to devf se · 
appropriate lengulige :o accomplish the· task. Indeed • specJ 1c provisions of the 
Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 deal with me.ny f the same issues. of 
Inclusion and accommodation of limited English proficient a d disa~led students .. 
and with the public reporting of the results of assessments And, as noted, NAEP 
already h~s some experience in gathering basic information aboutthe·distribution-- ~ ~c:~~-- -· ·-· > 
of vital ~ucational resources: Our organl~ation& would be HHng and. eager tC?.~f :,htf/;~i\,. _ :• .)./ · 

.. .. ·,·.··. 

·~ ··~~:\:\::~.~:.:,·. 
. work with your Administration In developing. suitable langu ge to; carry out th~s~ >f' >f<• :"t<:~--

.. ·:· . .:,:: .. 
• 1 . 
. .. · 

. ·basic ground rules. · · ;}\!i·,··>1~i;'~~L,, · · .. :~p~-r~:~i~}~~1~( 
. . \f .· ,• . . ' . . .· ', : <'·: :'~;i~0{;•\':'.:; .,, ,, .. , .,'.·' :·'~11i> '?~·::.'tj:1.:::~i':"J.'f!:·:fi,!<~.'~~fi;~_. .. . . ,.. ..:,· . 

We recognize that there will be some elec::ted official& and ool authorities who ./~~;~( <·. · ... 

wlll view the step' we have called ~r as the intnlaive hand of the federal . ;: :{//:;:·.~·-.-~'h:::, 
govemtnent Interfering with state and IOcal control. There ay even be a few ·. ·~ · · · · · · 
states or dl~ict& that will b~se their refUaal to particlpat4' n the existence of 
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these requirements. But such opposition is not different in jcharacter from the 
resistance over the years by some to any step to implement the equal protection 
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and the Supreme Coilirt's decision in Brown 
V. Board of Education, Where Presidents have stood firm, such resistance has 
ultimately melted away. 

We believe that If you are prepared to fight to assure that the least advantaged and 
most discriminated against children in the nation reap the benefits of your national 
test and other education proposals you will prevail and leave a legacy of which we 
can all be proud. 

I 
We of course stand ready to meet with you or your designees at your convenience 
to pursue these matters further. 

Sincerely yours, 

Antonia Hernandez 
President and General Courisel 
Mexican American Legal Defense 
& Education Fund ! 

- :ii;-'*-, V 

Elaine Jones 
Director Counsel 
NAACP- Legal Defense & Education Fund, inc. 

Raul Yzagulrre 
President 
National Council of LaRaza 

Barbara Arnwine, Director 
Thomas Henderson 
Deputy Director, Director o 
Lawyers Committee for Civ I Rights 

Marcia Greenberger 
Co-President 

National Womens Law Center-

SenIor;yioB^Fre8ident 

Litigation 

j People F6Ir %ie -^i^^ 



Nancy Zirkin | 
Director of Govemment Relations 
American Association of Uhiversity Women 

' i 
Paul Weckstein i 
Co-director j ^ 
Center for Law and Education 

by: Wade Henderson \^*M^A<^lil 
Executive DirectOL-
William L. Taylor J y ^— 
Vice Chair 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 

cc: Secretary Riley 

i;visiiiiiiiiilS 



September 5,1997 

EDUCATION STANDARDS EVENT 

DATE: September 8,1997 
LOCATION: Four Seasons Elementary School 
BRIEFING TIME: 9:50 am -10:20 am 
EVENT TIME: 11:05 am -12:00 pm 
FROM: Bruce Reed/Mike Cohen 

PURPOSE 

To demonstrate your commitment to national standards and tests. 

II. BACKGROUND 

This event is an opportunity for you to once again highlight your commitment to 
national standards and tests. At this event you will challenge Congress to approve 
funding for your testing initiative and make clear that an appropriations bill that does 
not include this fijnding is unacceptable. 

The House will be voting Monday or Tuesday on Bill Goodling's amendment to 
prohibit the Education Department from continuing to work on the national tests, and 
we are expecting a defeat. The Senate is moving towards a compromise which will 
also be decided on Monday or Tuesday. 

You will be addressing approximately 350 students, teachers, and parents at the Four 
Seasons Elementary School in Gambrills, Maryland. The Four Seasons Elementary 
school serves about 700 students from Kindergarten through fifth grade. The school 
has an attendance rate of 96 percent. The school has recently seen improvements in 
3rd and 5th grade reading scores. Reading in Grade 3 increased from 47.9% in 1995 
to 53.5% in! 1996. In Grade 5, scores increased from 35.9% in 1995 to 47.6% in 
1996. 

in. PARTICIPANTS 

Briefing Participants: 
Secretary Riley 
Bruce Reed 
Mike Cohen 
John Hilley 
Mickey Ibarra 

Event Participants: 



Secretary Riley 
Lorna Leone, School Principal 
Jonathan Knobel, 5th Grade Student 

Also Seated on Stage: 
Governor Parris Glendening 
Representative Steny Hoyer 
Senator Paul Sarbanes 
Senator Barbara Mikulski 
Approximately 30 Four Seasons Elementary School students who have successfially 

completed their summer reading. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open Press. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

You will be announced onto the stage accompanied by Secretary 
Riley, Principal Lorna Leone, and Jonathan Knobel, 5th grade student. 
Principal Loma Leone will make welcoming remarks and introduce Secretary 

Riley. 

assignments. 

Secretary Riley will make remarks and introduce Jonathan Knobel. 
Jonathan Knobel will read a passage from one of the summer reading 

You will make remarks and then depart. 

VI. REMARKS 

Remarks Provided by June Shih in Speechwriting. 



Christa Robinson 
09/05/97 07:41:49 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: education event monday 

it is at 10:30am. I will be on it too. 

How funny! 1 just got your page. 
Forwarded by Christa Robinson/OPD/EOP on 09/05/97 07:48 PM 

Karen E. Finney 
"<*«Mr" 

09/05/97 04:00:07 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: 
Subject: education event monday 

We will do a conference call tomorrow morning (Sept. 6th) at 10:30 am to discuss the President's 
education event Monday, we will also do a call at the same time on Sunday. 

The information for the call will be: 202-757-2100, code is 8845. 

Thanks! 

Message Sent To: 
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Bond Mill Elementary School 
Laurel, Maryland 

l~ lJ. j [ I 0 r. I 

September 3, 1997 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: A Maryland Blue Ribbon school, Bond Mill served 609 
students in grade5 preK-6 in 1996. About 81 percent of students are white, 18 percent of 
students are African American, and 1 percent are Asian. In 1996, 9 percent of students received 
free or reduced-price lunches. 

Bond Mill pays" particular attention to school climate. The principal and a3sistant principal meet 
and unload each bus every morning to be accessible to students, and they see the children off 
each afternoon as well. The principal makes a point of knowing all students by name_ The 
school has virtually no fights. Thirty specially trained upper-grade students, selected by the 
guidance counselor and teachers for their leadership skills, take turns mediating playground 
conflicts. 

The school's reading specialist works with all children and collaborates closely with classroom 
teachers. She works in the classroom with whole classes much of the time, pulling out small 
groups a.s needed. Last year, the specialist coordinated a reading incentive program where 
students could earn prizes for "traveling" across the U.S. by reading books. 

About 95 percent of parents are members of the PTA at Bond Mill. Each month, the PTA 
provides the whole school with a cultural arts progi:a.m. that includes poetry reading, drama, 
dance, or puppeteering. PT A members plan and screen these special event3. 

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS: On the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program, the 
percent of third graders scoring in the satisfactory range increased from 40 percent in 1995 to 51 
percent in 1996 in reading and from 42 percent to 57 percent in writing. In grade 5, the percent 
of students scoring in the satisfactory range in math rose from 67 percent to 76 percent. The 
school's 1996 average daily attendance was 97 percent. 

CONTACT: Mary Jane Lusby, Principal 
Bond Mill Elementary School 
16001 Sherwood A venue 
Laurel, MD 20707 
(301) 497-3600 
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BOiV/> MILL ELEMENTARY 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

1B9S Report 
STUDENT POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Cnrolmani an Septeinbsr 30 193S 

Pre-KirKtwgBrlen 0 0 

Kindetgaiten 77 71 

Grade i 120 91 

Grade 2 110 ea 
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GnnlB 4 133 8B 
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Hniergartcn EMpertence 109 9a.2 66 { 96.6 1 

School Improvement Notes 

Bond Mid lias achieved an exceJIenl rating for stud&n) 
attendance. Cominued emphasis is placed on meeling 
the sucial. emolional and academic needs of each 
studeni through .strong home/school partnerships. A 
successful mentoring program results in an 
improvemeni in self-esieem^attendance and academic 
performance for participating students. A challenging 
curriculum includes the use of perforroance>based 
sssessmenls, critical tbink.ing strategies and 
thematically inlegraled units. TotaJ staff comoiiiment 
results in improved leaching and learning for all. 
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BOND MILL ELEMENTARY ^0^^"^'^^^ 
Bond Milt Eiementeuty, a Iflaiylaai) Blue Ribbon School <>rSKce)lenca, is committed to developing the A l̂ potential of each 
child in a safe, nurturing efivironmenl. v i - n ^ 
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March 25, 1997 

BRIEF ON THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Edge 

Education Reform EflForts in the Prince George's County 
Public Schools 1 

Consent Decree 
Six-Year Plan 
Early Childhood Education 
School Violence 
EQUITY 2000 

Selected Education Statistics on Maryland and 
the Prince George's County Public Schools 3 



Educational Reform Efforts in 
the Prince George's County PubUc Schools 

Since 1973, the Prince George's county Public Schools (PGCPS) has been under a consent decree 
to desegregate district schools. Currently, district court judge Peter Mussetti is reviewing the 
district's progress on the matter. He has appointed a four-member panel of experts to review 
PGCPS' efforts to date. The panel is visiting schools to collect pertinent data and will provide the 
judge with recommendations later this year. Based on the panel's report, the judge is expected to 
rule on the case in 1998. Unitary status is one possible outcome ofthe review. 

Siy-Yf tar P1<m 

As part ofthe court's review of district desegregation, two yeara ago the school board developed 
the Phased Implementation of Neighborhood School Assignments (commonly known u the Six-
Year Plan). The plan, designed to address the district's skyrocketing sttident population, sets out 
a schedule of program implementation and strategies to achieve common standards in all of 
PGCPS' 180 schools. 

The district originally projected a cost of $346 milhon over six years to implement the plan; this 
number now seems a bit low due to even higher enrollment growth than expected. About half of 
the funds will be invested in capital improvements, such as constructing and improving facilities, 

The other half of the ftinds will cover operational costs, mcluding curriculum reform. Currently, 
many PGCPS schools are traditional in nature and have large class sizes. Under the Six-Year 
Plan, every school in the system would be converted to model comprehensive or Milliken H 
status. Milliken II schools receive additional resources, have a 20:1 class size, filU-day 
kindergarten, full time counselors and media specialists, tutorial support, computer upgrades, 
summer programs, and Comer training. Model comprehensive schools typically have a 25; 1 
student teacher ratio, a full-time library and media specialist, and guidance counselors. 

The district currently has a number of magnet schools to facilitate desegregation. However, 
some schools are so geographically isolated that fiirther integration is impossible. These schools 
will become Milliken II schools. 

There are currently 21 Milliken II schools and 12 model comprehensive schools in operation. 
Under the Six-Year Plan, the district will "open" 34 new Milliken II schools; the rest ofthe 
schools will become Model Comprehensive schools. The district's 16 magnet programs will be 
preserved as well, Implementation of the plan may take some time due to flinding constraints. 
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Early Childhood Education 

PGCPS is currently focusing a significant amount of attention on early childhood education, 
especially in the area of reading. The district aims to have all students reading on grade level by 
third grade. Reading Recovery programs target first graders and younger children participate in 
Head Start and Even Stan. This year's budget as well as the FY 1998 plan call for funds to hire 
additional early childhood teachers and guidance counselors. 

School Violence 

Two bomb-like devices were planted by students at Bowie High School this year, and two other 
devices were found at other high schools. None of the devices exploded. The district has also 
experienced a rash of fake bomb threats. Although none of the devices were large enough to 
cause structural damage, they could have caused personal injuries. Also, students in some 
:schools have missed classes due to the threats. 

PGCPS has had antiviolence measures in place for several years. Each high school has 
surveillance cameras and all high school students and staff wear photo ID cards. Principals are 
authorized to perform random locker searches. All high schools are equipped with metal 
detectors. All PGCPS have conflict resolution programs. The district has installed additional 
security cameras and plans to hire more security-related personnel at Bowie High School. The 
district is a.bo working to impose stricter penalties o.n anyone caught making a threat, even if it is 
a false one. 

, 
1 

Since the 1991-1992 school year, PGCP S has served as one of six pilot sites for the College 
Board's EQUITY 2000 mathematics reform program. EQUITY 2000 helps school personnel to 
encourage minority and low .. income students to choose college-prep math classes and to 
eliminate tracking. The program also encourages schools to offer tuturing to help students pass 
math courses needed to attend college, such as algebra. The district has invested about S 1 
million in the project, and data show that the percent of African American ninth graders taking 
algebra or higher increased by 15 percent from the program's inception until 1994-95. In 1995, 
the district passed a measure requiring all students to successfully complete algebra and 
geometry before graduation . 

2 



NOTE: 

Selected Public FJementary and Secondary Education Statistics 
for Maryland and the Prince George's CoU11ty Public Schools 

·.· .. 
·.:·:·.":=. 

Enrollment 
White 
Bia.ck 
Hispanic 
Asian 
American Indian 

Number of public schoo]s 

Revenues for elementary/secondary education 
Federal 
State 
Local 
Private 

Per pupil erpenditures 

Pu piVteaching staff ratio ' 

44,108,775 
66% 
17% 
13% 
4% 
1% 

86,221 

$260.1 billion' 
7% 

45% 
45% 
3% 

$5,7671 

17.J 

790,938 
58% 
35% 
3% 
4% 
0% 

1,263 

$5.1 billion• 
5% 

39% 
53% 

3% 

$6,9581 

17.0 

115,918 
22% 

78% minority 

175 

S7 l 7 million1 

6% 
44o/e 
500/., 

$5,4051 

18.2 

1. Revenue and per-pupil expenditure amollllts are for the 1993-94 school year, the most recent nationally-uniform data available. 

All percentages do not add to l 00 due to rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, 1996 Djge!)t of Education Statistics. 
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Enrollmlftl on Sep18mlt•r ao 

Gradal 

Ungraded Speclal Educa1lon 

Total 'Enrollmeal 

St 11denl Mob-llllY 

Entrants 
WJlldrawale 

MARTIN LUTHBR KING JR MIDDLE 
SUPPORTING lNl'OBMAftON 

1995 

451 

0 

8H 

19115 

19K 

t99& 

435 

4U 

0 

949 

1996 .Report .. 

~ 

School Improvement Notes 

Humber P•rcen\ N111Dblr P..:.ant 

To engage parents io lhe process of schooling, a contract 
between I.he h.ome aud school has been institutetf. To 
support fflendance and achievemenl goals, a compJele 
frogres.$_ Reporl is issued every three weeks and lhe 
homebas.e mentoring program fcrves to monilOr 
individUaJ allendanat and achievement while providing 
additional support ro the shldent. The peer mediation 
program and state-of-the-art computer lab proviclc 
additional opportunities fo1 lmproving achievemenl and 
attendance. 

58 8.8 45 5.6 
83 7.4 73 9.0 

STUDENTS RECEIVING SPECIAL PRO(JRl\MB . 
1195 1991 

PIUrimet Peralnt 11..atMlr , ...... 
Umlted Engllah Pmlidenl 1 0.1 0 0.0 
1We c 0 0.0 0 o.a 
Fraa / Redllced Price M0el1 252 29.4 

0

244 28.7 
Special Eduoalon 48 8.4 73 8.8 
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MARTIN LUTHBR KING JR MIDDLE 
Mortin LulheJ' King Jr. Middle School Jaoneorl."Un>dedieated AeademicC.ter l'D9ple& prol"lma in thecountJ. 1'heecboDH• 
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
SUPPORTING INFORMATJON 

1996fte•orl 

S'l'IJDBNT POPIJLM'ION CBAllA.Cl'BR18T.IC8 
Enrollment on 81,...nlber 3t 

Oredt 7 

Gr9*1 

Ungraded 8pedal Edr.IDlllorl 

Tollll IEnrllment 

9'udent Mott111r 

Enttanla 
Wllhdf awah 

l.hned ~ Pruftolant 
1111t I 
Free/ Raducacl Ptlce Mllllla 
Spadar EduceUOn 

- .... .._....... .. 

1991 

422 

413 

4S 

118 

tlN 
~rwhr ..__at 

t6\ 1&.6 

Uli tl.9 

5 
0 o.o 

•• 35.9 

tot 11-' 

,,,. 
405 

4U5 

- 27 

147 

1911 ...... ....... , 
t21 !4.3 
t02 '2.1 

0 o.o 
0 0.0 

32e 38.1 
92 8.7 

81 

School Improvement Notes 

Our Iheme, We Are One, celcbnla our mulricullufll 
nasusc via posters and murala J'CCOlniziag s'udents from 
2S countries. Allcntion lo thinking skills, conperalivc 
learning' and heterogeneous grouping supports the 
academic achievement of all aftldewls. A high percen'8ge 
of outstudents make the honor rotJ. Many students t1ke 
A•gebra or are prep.ring for Algebra Mid Geometry. A 
majority of atudenls a~ enrolled in aa expanded foreign 
language p101ram. We ar:eeapeciaUy proud of our levol V 
special education program, our uniq-ue Youth 
Development Project and 1cUve mentoring parl.nerships. 
A comstitled PTSA sponson 1 foll .schedule of activiliea.. 
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
Dwight 0. Ei88nhoweri1• com~iw middte11choo) LhaUakesgreet pride in providing an inalnaelional pTOgl'l.UU that. 
&be&':!es quaJi&y and equil.y tor itadiVBraeatudenL populatiun .. 

A88889ED BTVDRNT KNOWLBDGE 

"'"""'UUf8 ....... .... '"' PUNCTIOtML TISTS- , .... ..... ::-.:: = .,..,._ 
fDtlde9Sllll\u61 •·au. ""••11 .. .... 

Raadfng 91 95 911.3 ee.2 371 D 
Mallernallcs 90 ID 81.0 71.I :171 1 ... 93 90 U.8 DIU 3fl0 ,. 

•ARYLAm.ICKOOL ....... ..... ·--PE,.POIVMllC£ ...... ,., ..... . -. .... 1 

asaESSMBtf PAOOAAM -II& a. Ut llJl .. ,. 
Ulredell 
~Iii 25 70 .3 25.8 . !5 25.G 
Wlllin& 25 70 e.o 32.1 9.5 :19.8 
L .... g::uuoe 26 70 BAI 32.4 t7.9 63.4 
Mel 1111181cs 25 10 :ZA 25.3 3.8 Sll-5 
6ctlttN:9 a 70 1.e 40.I 
SDd9' Studiea 25 10 2.7 20.6 2.D SU 

Dl'SAGGREGna -;;;-_DATA. 
Sien dud 
P•rHn1 

81UDENT PERFORMANCB 
1998 • .,.,.... 

RTI• • PAllT1'2PATJON 
tlll ATil!N.DMICE RATE ~ ... D"'t ...... 

Mitnlltr ........ - rv .. ,,., ... - .. - El. .. .... a. ,...,,_ ....... 
0 91..8 ,,/ ma11n '.a . ... 81..8 
0 11.5 ,/ , ...... Mlllt ........ 6 .... 
0 84.1 ,,/ SIM.nlle.illm.e .... IDd-

I .... .... ....... ...,,, .... ~ -,_ ~~ UL -
-

<f08 21 0 0 • 
407 '20 0 0 • 
415 t2 D 0 • 
397 30 0 0 • 
••• 11 0 0 • 
409 ., ... 0 0 • 

A1ce J Efllnloltv •lld G•nchr 
•ldlllnfndl•rtJ 
Atua.Het!W 

Miiin/~ ....... ., lllltc)irf. 11 or "11TI• (ROI .. 

1"5 .,.. .... .... ,. ttl •A'·'~ 
n.1 81.4 I I ., 
16..1 33.2 
15.1 11.2 .... .. .... - u ""T. ..... -

~ •• 11.9 
12.4 ••• 13.f IS0.8 ~ t.4 38.1 
1.1 41.5 " 2..8 &1 ,,/ 

AU ,,...... ...... 
M.,.,vlenil PuoeUoaal ,... ..... ........ ....,. .............. 

ERllllGI a.!Wlcfwr "'-'• r ... ,. .... l'9IMl9 .... r...i. ............ ..., .. _.. .... .,. .... 
._..et Shiu• 

Reedif1g 87 
~cs 90 
Wrilnm 86 

Alteadanee Rale C1'earl)') 
Grede17-8 • 

11AaYLAHJ1 80BOOL ....... 
PBRFDRMAMCI: 

.,....... 
AllrElllMBN'r PJlOG&AM 1• ••• •• Reeding IS 10 • • • 

'AWn• :15 10 • • 
lMQtUllt .,..,.,. 215 70 • .. • 
MaTr.&mlll:I • 10 • • • 
Sc1eno9 21 1D • • • 
Seclal~ a JD • • • 

"' lllt1fW'Tlt9l\ 6 ll&lldlH ta •• Jr..-&Wln a ... JluYnrllfO.t.41 

LDY': ......... ,."" BA'P.·l•IWall"1 r 

96 • 100.0 tOO.O 88.8 100..0 91L8 tOCLO too.o • .... 100.0 
IO • too.o HJO.O 81.T 78.8 83..5 87.1 100.0 • 71.4 84.2 
90 • 90.9 100.0 83.B !MU au 92.S 85.7 • 75.3 92.8 

• 841 • "' 97.0 WT.I H.8 9.1.t l'l.8 93.9 .. , 96.5 93.5 13.7 

• 0.0 52.i OJI 44.4 0.0 4,0 O.G 2Cl.6 3.5 ar 1.2 34..9 0.0 0.0 o..a n.o .... II.I OJI r7.I 
• 211..7 1.U ~ au 2.0 1$.8 II.I 38.8 u ..... D~ 14..7 0.0 50.0 z.o 11.D ... 32..7 11.1 4&8 
• 21.7 18..3 .._ .. 811.7 2.0 28.7 1?.5 41U 14.D 41.7 a8 81.4 0.0 U.1 1H 81.S &I 42.7 '7.9 (ii.I 
• 1:1.3 98..7 "·' tll.7 0.0 1U 0.9 2s.o 8.8 44.2 1.1) .ft.2 0.0 18.7 llD 12.5 4.1 KO 4.1 18.f 
• 39.3 au •1.1 11.8 2.0 ,.. t.7 &U 14.0 41.0 a3 51.0 0.0 50.a IU JU u H.1 1.5 ..... 
• 0.0 8l0 H.t 1!15.8 0.0 tU f.7 15.0 5.8 3U U 4U D.O Q.Q O.At 1U f-4 .M.8 t.I 31.8 

86 ' ' I 
I 
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ANNAPOLIS MIDDLE 
SUPPORTING INJ'ORMAnO.N 

School Year 199.5-1996 

[ _llNll __ OUMBNT _____________ J _____ ''" _______ J _______ U96 _____ " __ l __________ s_c_•_•_•_'_'_.,, __ ~_e_••_•_,,. __ ' __ s_°" __ ' ________ ___ 
Gnda6 all 
0-....1 m 
Oadel 21) 
U•plldedSpadil8's..._ 0 
TOfaJ Bmallment 671 

22.S 
2l0 
214 

e 
649 

o.. ...... Middia .......... __ ................. .. 
IMl"9Ull'uanioulP , ..... M._.etT-.bllllilmddll.......,. 
llUllMllldoodllllla1t.dWrilima,._"71.1 ..... Al....,_daUXI a 

lDOMa.e ttpw ... Ila ........ IObllpi 4 Oft Mhit& ... liaMd 
Mia 11ie•1Dprgwill9vrt:ic-wl6..,• 111w1' , ..... _,artzwf,,w 

• YU, TwllalwiRallO .. fKwl-Sla'lllJ//dneJ .... 111111 ..... 4' ..... 

actliot JW '• hapovw iMnctioa. 

lmm&Nl"-1UIY 1-li - 1-li ~ ~ ............ ~Sc-li'llob MAlllP ...... llUl'APl: ... ._ ________ ...., ____ _. ____ _... ____ .,_ ---~__.] 11pafllbldm111Medqllll ......._,11rnl dkmi , .......... Writlas, 

~ 69 10.1 7T 12..0 llMla'lllllBU...-'*' ............ - .. , ............ ....., 
wtit.bwm 16 t2.9 '19 n.3 .... .., ... Scillloeatlcdllhldlela1 ,.....,. ................ -. .. 

SNCIAL SBIVICBI Num1acl ~ NWIMI 

LimJr.t Baelilft ........ • .7 • 
Prer.IJWiad "'°'Me* lJ2 46.0 , .. 
SpemlJ!daaliDn .. ll:O 99 

1996 

~ 

.9 
49.0 
JJ.3 

.. 

tMlllen1 -..lad ltaawed. ACllD._ Jalpond 11ilflllr. __ .., 13 .... 
llC!llofaeldiiaa tbo ...... ..., .. ftl. To llaiJitGDourlGOC--.aD ....... will 

fOlllllllll•ID ...... IJ*llc .... 1 ... WJldmt&d•• _,MU....._ ... _. .... ,......., .. 
ue1onajY•blllnlcliaMla;11rt ID,..,..._ 

...,m.176*...._.lltdnqidns•fJn•&awtillDllO•nlup,...,_.lewlti•., 
Uitb. AddiluulJ.wowlUmellClmolaaJ•-'n .,_..,. •• .._ ... 
lld illcnall IDCbaoteabJ 941_..1w ti •dowtl, Wt •llapefHJ lhll lllllle em.. 

'U OODlinu. ID~· MS'PAP-. 

'1111 elfCltsef wr Dlcnaa._..,..,.. _,SckloltqrovwaiT-. ... daa 
199.S-961Choo1 JW .. OD'D ........ "'wallill MVI .a wtirt ..... We COlllllM>d 
tollleed llw ..,.c of our~01P4r6Jll.JICllhliDll1n _.cdllp 
tewanb Clmctrn. Acldlaic w f• d AaupGDI Middle Scbool llUdem will 

•JSlleom..,.t . 



) 
) 
) 

) 
.-
!:'. 
I 

LJ 
t 
l -

;j 
fl 

.L. 
J 

_) 
.L. 
:::> 

I: 
:0 
1) .. 
<J 

';) 

fl 

L 

.. 

ANNAPOLIS M .D > JE 
snmmrr PERl'ORMANCB 

School Year 199.5-1996 
STUDENT PARDCIPATION ...... ..... 1"5 "" ATJ1IDUG 

....... ,. .... ..... .... N_.. ..... lfamW 11111 

.... ,.,. .. •• ...... • ... a.\Tll(Yedrt ..... ..... • .. ....... ..... ..... .... ..... ~ - .. .., 
'' f 5 

91.9 ''·' ZJ4 D • 97_9 " Ondt•·• '' ,. ,,_ .. U.4 

•• •• 16.9 JS.S 234 0 • 97 •• ./ 

'' .. 9J.J ,.,, 2.)0 • • 11.J " llld LM.!I I 
,_.., .... s dl)'t 
Mom *-1 20 

I 

MllJ'IMd School ..... 1'93 .. 199' '\ l"' ,._ .. , .,. .... 1--9 19" 
rwra.- 'mad ..,.. . PuaeDI II 1'911111 bbmt1' ESL ~ ,..., ....... 
>. ........... ... .. • ... 'b .. ..... IBleaipl'GU Bumpdona ,.,_,.. .. .. 
• ...... • .,. .s u ,, ••• ... • • • • I.I .., 
• w ... 21 ,. 

" 16.1 4~ 2U IG1 • • • • U.t Sf.I A 
D .... ., .... II " 2.0 ... ,_, 41.1 :IOI Ill • • • 1U ., 
I ~ ........... 21 ,. 

" nJ 2~ , . .., •• 31 • • • "' lt.1 • ...... II ,. u MA - • • • • P.2 ,._, .......... • ,. u u IAI al .. • • • • u 1l.9 

DIBAGGUGAftD DATA 
- - - - - .a 

··~ • 11. A-'-lndi-.f Alia'Pldllc AMmn Wldla(lldol Hltpul1 
.,.-.P.ui..g - ..... ... _ ... _ -- - ,....._ ....,_codilnt . _ ___, .... 

Grade 9 StaC. iltue1i• s.u...y M , M • .. • -- -... .. -.... '' 15 • 9.S.2. 91A ll0.8 108.D • 
Mldieawalfa '' •• • ,,_7 100.0 100.0 91.1 • 
Wiilins '' ,. • 11..S 16.4 90.0 91.4 • 
Atteadlnca Rm t::hk6-I ) ' ' '' 94.9 91.S !JZ.1 9tl'7 M.O ,,_., .,_, n.s 

Mat"Jland Sclaaol - Sra4ald AmertcM flldi tlll AttlltlPldfk AfricM Wlllte (llot of Rt1ptalc 

Perlan::aaaee AllUIDlnt .." .. Alllbn Nldn .,...., AIMlkln ........ ad.ID) 

l'regram (MSPAP) M'I-• ,. .... M1hs . ... ••• .... M"• ••• M•• . ... 
~ - - - D IAT BX S.\T D IAT 0 MT Ill IAT Bl IAT IDI IAT IDl SAT U IAT BM SAT 

D ..... 25 11 • • • • '-' 11t 1.0 tM 0.077.1 >.Odl.7 • • • • • Wrirl"I 25 fl • • • • UJO.t JClO 1U I.I 5JA lU '11 .. . ' • • I 

... l.Ml'll• Uup )5 11 • • • • .UtU 7.1 Kl lil JIA l&.l 7JJ • • • • D Mlllanarh:t JI 11 • • • • e.o JU u tc.! 21.6 """' IJ.1 JU • • • " • Sclcace 25 71 • I • • 2.120.I ...... lUBJ ».J 8.1 • I • I 

I Social s.\ia 15 71 • • • • 1.4 &.3 1.4 11.4 1.1 4JJ ••••• • ' • • 
·~ ............ •• 1Daladll S•-Y., I '9 llUSJ' I lrwm F I '· ~ 

21.t 
11.4 

. .. ... ..... 
~ 
" " " ., 

Al ._ 
u p 

tl.4 91.J 
M.6 9'.2 
11.6 17.9 

93.2 ,1.7 

AU 
It..,. .... ..... 

BX l~T IX M1 

I• IU 1.0,, 
f.J JU n.t4S 
9.J JU IU 4' 
T.2 Sl.4 U%7 
uiu tu" 
1.1 Jt.1 ua 



SLIGO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
, .a«JOt. NUMBER: ne PRINCW'AL: Mr-. Mark IC•Uch AOD8ESS: 140t Denn•• Avwue 

DIRECTOlt Mrs. Oht.ne M. 1ppctUto Slher Sprtng. MD 20902 

, .. 
18.EPHQHE: (:JOU eH-112 t 
SCffOOl. DAY: 7 : 515 • 2 : 2'5 :,;L.USlm: A1bert E lnalleln 

·IECEIVWG SCHCOUS): E •n9teln FEEDER SCHOOLISl: G•en Haven. H'gtila"d, Oakland Tarrace, Roci..-v1ev, Woedll In 

FACIJTIES DATA ENROLLMENT BV GffADE SCHOO. PROGRAMS 

°'"'"., llolMlll"I ....... C11t• fHIHtll' T••ctnn I &tet•ot1• J.i ... 111.1 ......... C--tl•• Dote ....... TOTM I -~~~~~ ~'!"'"'" Oc-.,1,.w .... .... _ c ..... ...., M.imber P•celJt 

"" 1991 ti. , p 5'~ I 4T • • f ~ ..... ,,, 14.H 

I 4.i,...1 ........ .,.,....,_ ...... ,,_.. ........................... 
G1•d• 1 Jell JI. 4S 

I 

' 

' . ) 
1 
1 
[ 

'I 
! 

') 
·~ 

'7.1 '~-" u. , D.1 n .. e H.• n.o II .• '· ~ JI.I ,. 4 

ST Aff POS1TIONS 

PtoleHIOIHt 

Adnninlstutbe FTE.s 

~············· .... ... ., .......... ~_. .... _ ...... ,_ ... 
llltl•••lnhto ... T ... t l. ooe 

TNdtenr 
C'lll:I" ... ..,. ...... _ ..... .................... .................... 
CM • • .. • •• •. •. • • •• 
s, ................... . 
ill.lltrn•"" .......... . 
DI lt-flft&Mt •. , ..... .. 
lt•t'91 ................ - . ................... 
S...WE-
~ ... ...,1it.-•• .. . "··-·· .., __ ... . 

Olher ,.,., , Hsiol* 

U.tH .. '" :l. !l.O• 

'·'°° ,_ ... 
I.HI ..... ..... 
··'" '"° 

o-- ............ 4.ffO 
.....,., ... ~ ........ I.Ht 
s, .. lr41 ... , ..... S.'°"H. I.OM 

I. llM 

Supporting SM~cu 

IMkllew.x.I 5uppow• __ f.!~!. ·-··· 
................ ...,... ........ 

"'-""'" . . . - . . . . . . . . •. )J! 
SU .•..• •. · •. • ·• • O. SIG 
•SOI .................. ... 
ISM .••. '. . . • • • • . • •• n• c-- l.- .. , ...... •.rw 
....... -- .••... J..tOO _,, __ ................ . 
,._ ..... h ........ . 

-· lll•ot.11-......... . . I. !tt 

1tttat1erftcM .... ,,,_. 1eb• 

Other ~l 
~-- ,_.,..,,., I. flO 
•-•-... _..-,.,.. I.MO ...,_, • ·- ····· ... 1.n• 
s-.... ., t . - . • . . .. • • . t. ~ti °"""""'• , ___ ..... - J. DO• 
s.-.- ,. , .. ,_... ... -,,. ......... ,.,. .. -... -
... , .......... ,...,, .. el'" . ..... """'"'"- ...... ,_ .. ,,,,.,, ___ ....... '-'" 
·-·- ............. 1.tff 

Ruldlng Services 
M.,.1_ .... ,....... I.MCI 
, ...... - . . . . . . . . . . I."° 
w.1 ............... J.OM 
Pl-~-- °"........ . •. wt 

L1n 

,_,~. 

........ IM•len '•hi 11.000 

G•,..•· m 2') .•• 

~-tt '" I.ft 

Tot•• 911 

SCt-IOOl DATA 

StudftltlPl111fft.,lan•f Slelf it.ii. I?. ft 

Av..,eo- ca .. n1ae CE,.Hdtl "·' 

A•lt!P 1199 Cl •H ~H IOl"'"'t 'll D 

MCPS Crlt.,.._ Ref.,etieetl THls 

Tmt 

°' .......... .... ,, 
· · S•vlfent P•Uelp•ti on 

Grl ....... 9 
MIJ!h 

Rate S•ate Sland.r d 
(ii I 9taNl"9 

lllDI •II ....... 

Sa-tOOL OPERA TING COSTS 

1•aelh•1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

Cll~• P1111t .. ~I .•..• , ........ .. 

lt14.4't 

h.tSl .. 417 

H.,. IJ& 

.,. Me.,,. 
St..,danl 

u 
IA! 

., 
4J 

\4 ,. 

ProlaMklml S•les Tot., 
SuJlpoilil'JO Setvlus Slbries 

I n•tr 1111111.,..1 S11pp1:11 t . . . . . . • • . • . . • t n 1 .. "'' 

OI••• Suppool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • • 1?4t .. ,, • 

hihffng Saovlc.1 . . . • . . • • . . . . . . .. NJO. !Iota 

$uppcw""' Se111lce Sd«iet i at.i 

EVEIStipends/Substitutn ........................................ . 

f1inge Beneli\s ...... _ ................. _ ......•................ 

ln~Uon1I Suppf•s .................... _ ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Facmltes Cosls 

Loe• 
Stand•d 
•• lfff 
., '-ll 

•1 Ill 
1111 •• 

llal llll 
111 au 

,,, '1'.."' 

tN9,lft 

11n .. tt1 

11.01t.1n 

'"'· IH 
tHI. Ut 

,._...,,., ____ .,.o'•' ProteHlnnal n -.cit Tobi SvpporUng Ser"'leea II.~ 

't'i-\tn •·-r.•1._., ..... ••' ••Hn •• ,..,i ··•-'I '9•t ·.1 .. 111••" • ,; ... 'I 1 .... :·: .. .;_.~,~ .. i-;-;;~7,;·;~·j;~~.llr I"' ty11111• .~---·-------·-

t 

9 
F 

.•... ~ ........ 1...:. ........ ··-········ :a1.,...1 ..... ¥."ts .. u11::..:.n.1 
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1c..r ·-- .;, ·-1'-·-·-'I.; "-''-'L- · ... ·r··- _.-r _:.c.__,- . .._.111 

I.Allegany County Public School System 
108 Washington Street 
Cumberland, MD 21502 
(301) 759-2049 

Contact: Mrs. Mary Louise Jones. Director of Comnnmication and Acco\Dltability 

The district offers 2111 Aftet School Tutorial Program lead by teachers for two weeks duration. twice each year. 
There is a second. similar program lead by parent volunteers who have been trained by teachers that is also 
offered twice each year. Students who have not reached the minimum competency levels on the state reading 
test are encouraged to participate. The program has been offered for the past fom years and is based on the 
district reading curriculwn and materials. It is free and it attracts 278 students who spend two hours a day 
after regular school hours for two weeks_ 

2. Midfield Heights Elementary School Kids Compute Program 
4300 Buchanan Avenue 
Baltimore City, Md_ 21211 
(410) 396-6461 

Contact: Mr_ James Sasiadek, Principal 

Appro"imately 25 students from the school participate in computer-based reading activities as part of the 
Kids Compute program at this Baltimore school. Participants can attend all week (for $50 per month) or on a 
day-by-day basis. Two adults supervise the students from\.2:45 - 6:00 PM. All activities focus on reading 
and math. 

6 
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lnteroftloe 
MEMOAANOUM 
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IO: Rtgall Barb ' 
from: Ronald A. Poift'• 
aub~ Proposed school& for Seo. Riley,1 visit& 
dmll: August 28' 1997 

The following sohoola have potted nice plm in MSPAP grade 3 J:Qldiq or lfado 8 lDllh. We 
bolicvo they would poteniially be good sitll for visi.D. Howner, we have not been able to.. ~ 
confinn ib.eae with the local llChool l)'lteml, with tho excption of Anne Arundel Co'Ullty. './ . 

'}.) 1. . Rolling Knoill Blam., Amulpolill, MD, Amaa Anmdal County SebooJa Ly 
fl Principal Lind. U.aklelbee, 41~m-5820. r; 

'Notea: Good iueteUH bl grade 3 readi11c. 40% &et aDd reduced l'lmeh. mixed 

~ 2. 

demopaphim. . j 
v' ~ 

West Amlapolis Elem.~ AnDiPolt.e. MO. A1ml Arundel County Sd1ooil ,if -~ ~ 
Prinaipal: Joan Brilcoe. 410-222163 ~ () o ,~ 

Natm: Goad increw In grade 3 nadmg. 26% iNc wl redDced hmcb, not a wide 
mix of damopaphica. 

3. A.ampoU. Middle School, Annapolis, MD, Anne Anmdel Co. 
Principal; Rogiaalcl Forrue, 410..267-N58 . , 

NotH: Sipifiout incleaa in mad1 eoorte, fNe and teduoed. lunch -49'K, good 
demographic mix. 

4. Arundel Middle School. Odenton MD (Near Fort Meade) Anne .Arundel Co. 

5. 

6. 

Principal 0ary wm;arna. 410--674-6900 
Notes: Very good increaHa in l1Udh aoorcs, free and mtuced lunch 10.4o/o. fairly 
good demograpbtc mix. 

Wynpm Elem. Sob., B~ (may bCI buused ot? site-will need to dleck· Montp'H'Q' r J\ 
Co. y_J 
Princlpal Bmbara Lebm: 301-571-6V19 

Notet~ V.ry sood inCHllM in pade 3 mading soores~ free ad reduoed lunch 
3.1 %. Jaraely whltl demographics. 

Laytonaville Elem., Gailhmbull. MD. Mam;omeay Co. 
Principal Lllll'I Tumer, 301-840-714.S 

. Notet: SubaWltial increw in pade 3 reading ~11, i'ee and red.Uoed hmcll 
s .4Yo. good. demographic mix. 

410 33'.'I 2275 09-28-'il7 06;l!PM P002 #O'il 
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Pagol ~ Aupst 28, 19'7 

7. Vien Mill Elementary, Silvu Sprlq MD~ Mmrtgamexy C 
Principal: RoseAmlArmee 301-929-2163 \ 

Nots: Vlf'/ good IDoreuCI in readJq 1oozes, and redu~ lundi 46, 7 
aood demographic mix. 

J Vflr1 

i I 8, SJ.1&o Mlddlc School, SUYl!ll' Sprins MD. Mont. Co. 
Prtncipa1: Mark·Kobdl 301·6498111 

~ 9. 

Not.ea: lncrew in IJJldh pde 8 vety aood, Cree and ttductcl lwh 4CUl%. very 
good ~hio mix. 

T•knma Park Middle SclhooL Sliver S.Prina. Mom Co. 
Prfnefpal M.arla Mml.CIQaD)' 301-6SM444 

Notea: Pretty very aood !ncreue in malh m. Pree and radlad hmda 33 .1 %, 
aignifioant dmn.ographic miJ. ____ -· ·--.._ 

,,_ 10. Prfncemn Elem., SuJ:tland MD, PrlnQI Qoo, Co. 
PriDdpal C)'nthja RDdgen 301-702.-7650 

Notes; Vary aood 1ocreuo ill reaafna •other areu. tne ad reduced luncb. 
61.89'. majority minority populltlon 

11- Oalclandi ltlementary Sob. Lau.rel MD. P.O. Co. 
Prlncipal Bvelyn Nialm 301-497-3110 

Natea: SfgnUknt more. in nadJng SCOM pade 3 anc1-otber areu, ftee and 
reduoecl lwch 33 .3%, demngraphig mix, majority minority 

y' 12. Martin Luther K1!J1 Middle, ~W.. PO Co. 
---( 

. Princ!pal Beem Lewis 301•,72"°650 
Notot: VOl'f pod incrcue in padci 8 ma1h, free aDd Nd1&oed hmoh 28. 7%. very 
good danoarapb1c mix. 

Dwiab.t D. FJumhnwer Middle, Launil, PG Co. 
Principal Wiiliam Kym 301-497-3620 

Notm: vary aood locreaae ln mlda agom grade 8. be and reduced lunDh 38.8%, 
very good dmnograJ'hfo mix. 

~~~ -
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THE: WH.ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 4, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR: FIRST LADY'S STAFF (MELANNE VERVEER) 
TODD STERN (PHIL CAPLAN) 

FROM: 

SUBJECT! 

CHARLES RUFF 
THURGOOD MARSHALL, JR. 
JOHN HILLEY 

~RUCE REED 
CRAIG SMITH 
MARIA ECHAVESTE 
JODIE TORKELSON 
STEPHANIE STREETT - FYI 

Lana Dickey/Maureen Hudson 
for JIM DORSKIND 

(Draft Proclamation) 
America Goes Back to School. 1997 

Attached for your review js the above-mentioned proclamation 
designating September 8-14, 1997, as "America Goes Back to 
School." 

It was submitted by the Department of Education and edited/revised 
by the Presidential Letters and Messages Office. 

IMMEDIATE ATTENTION REQUIRED. Written or oral response required 
by no later than 6:00 p.m., Thursday, September 4, 1997. IF WE 
HAVE NOT HEARD FROM YOU BY 6:00 P.M., WE WILL ASSUME THAT THE 
DRAFT rs ACCEPTABLE TO YOU. 

For questions, discussion, or routine clearance, contact Lana 
Dickey, extension 65504, or Maureen Hudson, extension 65902, 
via phone or interoffice mail, in room 91. Thank you. 

cc: Tim Saunders 
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AMERICA GOES BACK TO SCHOOL, 1997 

BY'THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Americans want th@ best for our children. We want to help 

them liv~ out their dreams, empower them with the toole they 

need to make the most of their lives, and help chem build a 

future where America remains the world's beacon of hope and 

freedom and opportunity. For all theee reasons, I have made 

improving the quality of education in America one of my 

Administration's top priorities. 

In my State of the Union Address earlier this year, 

I iesued a call to action; a challenge to every school and 

every State to adopt rigorous national standards, with national 

tests in 4th-grade reading and 8th-grade math to make sure our 

children master the basics. We must ensure that every classroom 

has a skilled and dedicated teacher, that every student can read 

independently and well by the end of the 3rd grade, and that 

schools are safe, disciplined, drug free, and committed to 

instilling basic American values. 

We must connect ~ve-ry classroom and library to.the Internet 

by the year 2000 and help all students become technologically 

literate. We must modernize school buildings, support 

construction, and exp~nd echool choice and accountability in 

public education. And we must encourage lifelong learning for 

all our citizens, froin expanding Head Start programs for pre· 

schoolers to making the 13th a.nd 14th years of education as 

universal as high school to helping adults improve their 
. 

education and skills. Thes@ goals are ambitious, but they are 

crucial if we a.re to prepare our young people for the challenges 

and possibilities of Jife in the 21st century. And with the 

1997 budget agreement, we will begin to meet these goals by 

te~ to receive quality tr~inin93 and providing the means 

to help connect every school to the Internet. 

[4]002 
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I urge all Americana to become actively involved in their 

local schools and colleges and to make a real commitment to 

support education improvement and give our children the kind 

of support they need to succeed. The Partnership for Family 

Involvement in Educa1:ion ie setting a powerful example in this 

endeavor. These par~nere -- including the Department of 

Education and more than 3,000 schools, families, colleges 

and universities, community, cultural, and religious groups, 

businesses, elected officials and policymakers, and the men 

and women of our Arm~d Forces •• have pledged their support for 

our initiative, "America Goes Back to School: Answering the 

President's Call to Action.'' Through their dedicat:ion to our 

children, they are ht>lping America's young people 9row int:o 

responsible and productive citizens. They are proving that 

when communities unite, every student can achieve. 

NOW, THEREFORE, !, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the 

United States of Ame1ica, by virtue of the authority vested in 

me by the Conetitutic,n and laws of the United States, do hereby 

proclaim September 8 through September 14, 1997, as a time when 

America Goes Back to School. I encourage parents, schools, 

community and State leaders, businesses, civic and religious 

organizations, and the people of the United States to observe 

this week with appropriate ceremonies and activitiee expressing 

support for high academic standards and meaningful involvement 

in schools and colleges and the students and families they 

serve. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunt:o set my hand t:his 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and i1inety-seven, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-second. 

[4Joo:J 




