SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS

The American Public Supports High National Standards

Parents deserve to know how their children are performing based on rigorous national standards
no matter where they live in this country.

A recent Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll shows that 67% favor using standardized national tests to
measure the achievement of students and 77% favor national standards for measuring the
academic performance of our schools.

Educators Support Continued Development of Voluntary National Tests

“Although there is extensive testing in our nation, there is no individual student test of reading or
mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in other states and
in other nations. They need test results indicating whether their achievement 1s competitive with
other students around the world. In short, students and families want to know what level of
learning is required to reach the high standards necessary as we enter the 21st century.”

Letter signed by the following:

American Federation of Teachers Council for Exceptional Children
Council for Chief State School Officers Council of the Great City Schools
National Education Association National School Boards Association

National Association of Elementary School Principals
National Association of State Directors of Special Education

“For those states opting to participate in the program, it offers an unprecedented opportunity for
individual students to compare their abilities with other students from across the nation... We
believe the states should be afforded the opportunity to decide for themselves whether to take
part in these national assessments.”
Brenda Lilienthal Welburn, Executive Director of the National Association of State
Boards of Education

“A voluntary national test would give teachers and parents the ability to measure their students
and children against high national standards. Currently, there is no individual student test of
reading or mathematics which enables a student to compare his or her work with students in
other states and in other nations.”

Gerald D. Morris

Director of Legislation, American Federation of Teachers

Business Community Support for the Voluntary National Tests

“The proposed standards and tests will help provide parents, students, educators and policy
makers with the information they need to ensure every child has the opportunity to succeed in the
21st century world and workplace.”

Edwin Lupberger, U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee



“There is certainly a place for legitimate discussion over details...But these and other arguments
should not weaken or overshadow our commitment to raising academic standards and assessing
student performance. Without a national assessment, raising academic standards will be, at best,
an amorphous goal.”

Jim Orr, CEO, UNUM Corporation, Chairman of the National Alliance of Business

“The Alliance believes these voluntary tests could be used by state and local school districts to
measure the progress of American students in these core subjects. The Alliance recently
surveyed its members on this issue and an overwhelming number supported the initiative to
develop the voluntary national tests.”

National Alliance of Business

“As the CEO of a company that does business in every state in the union and 70 countries
worldwide, voluntary national tests that give individual student scores make sense. Here’s why.
When prospective employees apply for a job, employers hold them to the same standard, no
matter where they went to school. In our global economy where employers are competing on a
worldwide basis, the quantitative and communications skills needed for a particular job are not
unique to Delaware or Texas or California.”

John A. Krol, Dupont President and CEO and

Chairman of the Business Roundtable Education Task Force

“President Clinton’s national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to use widely accepted
national benchmarks in reading and math against which states, school districts and parents can
judge student performance.”

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President, Netscape Communications, and

L. John Doerr, Partner in the firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caulfield and Byers

on behalf of 240 technology industry leaders

Editorial Support for the Voluntary National Tests

“Yes on Tests... The results of the new tests would be available for individual students, classes,
schools and school districts, rather than expressed in broad national or regional terms. The 1dea 1s
that, yes, they might then become instruments for change, but not dictated from above. Rather,
parents and others would use them as a standard for comparison, and for demanding
improvement on the ground, at the local level... The danger is not that the federal government 1s
going to take over the nation's schools. The danger rather is that poor performance will continue
to be tolerated and obscured.”

The Washington Post

“Put Schools to the Test... American children won’t notice, but the public schools they return to
this fall lack something important: a reliable, uniform means of assessing how well they’re doing
their job. Erasing that lack is what President Clinton has in mind when he call for national
tests...For the sake of America’s students, the political and philosophical hurdles have to be
cleared. Reliable national tests won’t in themselves rebuild public education, but they’re an
important foundation stone.”

The Christian Science Monitor
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Voluntarnyational Tests in Reading and Mathematics:
A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards

Tonight, 'issue a challenge 10 the nation: Every state should adopt high national
standards, and by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader in reading and
every 8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met.

President Bill Clinton

1997 State of the Union Address

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE
ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to help
instill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school and in
life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected
to learn and achieve in the basic subjects of reading and mathematics.

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS.
Reading well by grade'4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and
geometry -- by grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that
students who fail to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping
out and facing diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of
mathematics by the end of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and science
courses in high school which in turn prepare them for college and better jobs.

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we
need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40
percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the “basic” achievement level. In the Third
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average in
math and science. However, our 8th graders score below the international average in mathematics,
and only S percent of U.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent internationally.

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH
GRADE MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter
where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their children are
doing compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this
information, the U.S. Department of Education is prepared to offer every state and school district the
opportunity to use volunt:ary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics, beginning
in 1999. These rigorousltests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual students,
measured against widely accepted national and international standards of excellence. They will give
states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need to help
students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic performance.

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be
modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based
on widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists,
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what
students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The
voluntary national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS,
so that scores can be compared to national and even international standards. As proposed by the



Department of Education, the Senate has voted to authorize the bipartisan, independent National
Assessment Governing Board to set policy for the national tests as it does for NAEP, insuring the
integrity of the new tests.

A NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher in
every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to support
these efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are
aiming at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests are already spurring
a renewed nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement in
these core subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The
mathematics and smen‘ée community, engineers and business leaders are working to improve
mathematics teaching and learning. To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using
the tests effectively, the Us. Department of Education, the National Science Foundation and others
are developing a tool chest that includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to
meet these high standards, how to use test results to improve education, and what high standards in
reading and mathematics look like. As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with
answers, scoring guides, and other materials) will be released to the public and available on the
Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can know what is expected for students to reach
standards of excellence.

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current
NAERP is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual
states perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents
know how their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide
students, parents, and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance
to widely accepted national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need
extra help. These standard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools accountable for
improved performance, help teachers and principals improve curriculum and instruction, and give
students a guide for charting their own progress.

The tests will be avallable for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Individual
test scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide
how to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the tests as part
of their local testing programs.

For more information, visit the voluntary national tests web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/

September 13. 1997



Voluntary National Tests in Reading and Mathematics:
A Strategy to Master the Basics and Reach High Standards

Tonight, I issue a challenge to the nation: Every state should adopt high national
standards, and by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader in reading and every
8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met.

President Bill Clinton

1997 State of the Union Address

STRONG SCHOOLS WITH CLEAR STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE
ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY. These standards are needed to help
instill the skills and encouragement for hard work that our children need to succeed in school and in
life. Toward that end we must establish meaningful standards for what students should be expected to
learn and achieve in the basic subjects of reading and mathematics.

A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOLS TO MAKE SURE THAT
EVERY STUDENT MASTERS THE BASICS IN READING AND MATHEMATICS. Reading
well by grade 4 and mastering mathematics -- including the foundations of algebra and geometry -- by
grade 8 are the gateways for further learning and achievement. Research shows that students who fail
to learn to read English well by the end of grade 3 are at greater risk of dropping out and facing
diminished success in school and life. Students who fail to master the basics of mathematics by the end
of grade 8 do not have the foundation to take tough mathematics and science courses in high school
which in turn prepare them for college and better jobs.

While our students have been making progress in reading and mathematics, we are not yet where we
need to be as a nation. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 40
percent of our 4th grade students do not reach the “basic” achievement level. In the Third International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), the U.S. 4th graders score above average in math and science.
However, our 8th graders score below the international average in mathematics, and only 5 percent of
U.S. eighth grade students score in the top 10 percent internationally.

RIGOROUS VOLUNTARY NATIONAL TESTS IN 4TH GRADE READING AND 8TH GRADE
MATHEMATICS. Parents need to know that students have mastered the basics no matter where they
live or move in this country. And they have the right to know how well their children are doing
compared with students in other schools, states, and countries. To help give parents this information,
the U.S. Department of Education is prepared to offer every state and school district the opportunity to
use voluntary national tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics, beginning in 1999. These
rigorous tests will provide parents, for the first time, scores for individual students, measured against
widely accepted national and international standards of excellence. They will give states, local
communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate information they need to help students master
basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic performance.

TESTS BASED ON WIDELY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL STANDARDS. The tests will be
modeled on the NAEP in 4th grade reading and 8th grade mathematics. The NAEP tests are based on
widely accepted standards developed by parents, teachers, reading and mathematics specialists,
curriculum specialists, and researchers. The NAEP standards reflect a national consensus of what
students should know and be able to do when they reach these crucial stages of learning. The voluntary
national tests will be linked to NAEP and, in the case of mathematics, linked to TIMSS, so that scores
can be compared to national and international standards. The Department of Education has proposed
that Congress authorize the bipartisan, independent National Assessment Governing Board to set policy
for the national tests as it does for NAEP, insuring the integrity of the new tests.



A NATIONAL EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ODDS FOR STUDENTS. Schools and
communities are already working hard at educational improvement; they are committed to parent
involvement, getting technology into the classroom, and ensuring a trained and dedicated teacher in
every classroom. The federal government provides funding to states and communities to support these
efforts. But these efforts cannot be fully effective unless parents, schools and communities are aiming
at clear, high standards of achievement. That is why these national tests are already spurring a renewed
nation-wide effort to support school improvement and strengthen student achievement in these core
subjects. Reading and literacy groups are coming together to improve reading. The mathematics and
science community, engineers and business leaders are working to improve mathematics teaching and
learning, To assist parents, teachers, principals and communities in using the tests effectively, the U.S.
Department of Education, the National Science Foundation and others are developing a tool chest that
includes information for parents and teachers on how to prepare to meet these high standards, how to
use test results to improve education, and what high standards in reading and mathematics look like.
As part of this effort, every year the entire test (along with answers, scoring guides, and other materials)
will be released to the public and available on the Internet so that students, parents, and teachers can
know what is expected for students to reach standards of excellence.

TOOLS FOR PARENTS; GUIDES FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. The current NAEP
is designed to assess how well a sample of students across the entire nation and individual states
perform in reading and mathematics. Not all students participate in NAEP, and no parents know how
their own children do on this test. In contrast, the voluntary national tests will provide students, parents,
and teachers with meaningful scores to compare individual student performance to widely accepted
national and international standards and to identify students and schools that need extra help. These
standard measures of excellence will help parents hold schools accountable for improved performance,
help teachers and principals improve curriculum and instruction, and give students a guide for charting
their own progress.

The tests will be available for the first time in the spring of 1999 and updated each year. Individual test
scores will not be collected by the federal government; state and local school districts will decide how
to use the data. States and school districts will have the option to administer the tests as part of their
local testing programs.

For more information, visit the voluntary national tests web site at http://www.ed.gov/nationaltests/

September 6, 1997



WHITE HOUSE AT WORK
September 3, 1997

WEDNESDAY: PRESIDENT CLINTON UNDERSCORES HIS COMMITMENT TO
EDUCATION WHILE AMERICA GOES BACK TO SCHOOL

" We know that our children can learn to high national standards. Now, we must insist that
every school system in America has the ability to measure our children’s progress in meeting
those standards with national tests.”--President Clinton, September 3, 1997

Today, the President spoke to teachers and administrator: ak Bluff Elementary
School to reinforce his call to Congress to support national academic standards by backing
voluntary national testing for 4th graders in reading and 8th graders in math. The voluntary
national tests provide an opportunity for states and local school districts to measure their students’
academic achievement and raise academic achievement across the country.

Helping Parents Ensure Their Children are Learning. Parents need to know that students have
mastered the basics no matter where they live or move in this country. And they have the right to
know how well their children are doing compared with students in other schools, states, and
countries. These voluntary national tests will help give parents this information by providing, for the
first time, scores for individual students, measured against national and_even international standards
of excellence. They will give states, local communities, teachers and parents the kind of accurate
information they need to help students master basic and advanced skills and strengthen academic
performance.

Raising Academic Achievement: Intoday’s global economy, our students need a sound foundation
in reading and mathematics. The voluntary national tests will focus sustained national attention on
the need to improve basic and advanced skills in reading and mathematics. They will catalyze the
efforts of parents, teachers, businesses, and communities to help all students achieve to higher
academic standards.

Broad Bipartisan Support for National Testing: In the President’s State of the Union address, he
challenged every state and school district to adopt high national standards, and by 1999, to joinin a
national test for all 4th graders in reading and all 8th graders in math, to make sure they have
mastered these basics. The President has not been alone in making this call; for example, business
groups including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee, the Education Task Force
of the Business Roundtable, the National Alliance of Business, and 240 technology industry leaders
have joined in a bipartisan call for high national education standards and testing in reading and math.

So far, states from Maryland to Michigan, as well as the nation's fifteen largest school districts, have
chosen to participate in the voluntary national tests ——together, these states and school districts

represent 20% of all 4th and 8th graders.

Real Results: Philadelphia is just one city that has set high standards for its students and measured



their progress with regular tests as a part of a sustained reform cffort. And the results are in: across
the district, for the past school year, substantial academic gains were recorded in each subject

(reading, math and science) and at each grade level (4th, 8th and 11th grades) tested. In fact,
Philadelphia has experienced an gverall increase of at least 5 percentage points in the proportion of
students performing at the basic level or higher in nearly all grades and subjects.
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The Honorable William J. Clinton .
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

changes in your plan for voluntary national tests in reading and
mathematics. If these changes are made, it would anable many
of our member organizations to support implementation of the
national test proposal.

At the outset we wish to express our appreciation for the
attention you have given to the improvement of public
education and our support for the broad goals contained_ in the
proposals you have made. Our organizations oppose
discrimination in the schools based on race, national origin, sex
or condition of disability. We represent many children of color,
children with limited proficiency in English and children with
disabilities and girls — all of whom have suffered discrimination
and stereotyping In the public schools, have been denied critical
teaching resources and have had thalr life chances impaired by
the failure of the schools to offer them a chance to aucceed

. fl'hm, wa faal wa have much at stake in tha battle to make the

public schools respoisive to the children with the greatest

needs. And we agree with what we understand to be the

central tenets of the Administration’s proposal: 1) that a// .
children can learn and that high standards should be established =

i

convinced that in its present form, the national test proposai

“Eqﬁala‘ty In a Free, Plural, Democratic Soclety”

tq%’_’-jm

ASATAS t9-60°'LEBT : 1 WO




will not serve the children most in need of educational op ortunity:“ |

1)_The Administration’s Propogal Allows School Authorities to Exclyde or Refuse to
Accommodate Students Who Have Limited English Proficien or Have Disabllities.
With respect to children with limited proficiency in Engllsh} the most serious failure
is the Administration’s refusal thus far to require that the fourth grade reading
‘assessment be given in languages other than English. Much research informs us
that children who are able to read in a foreign language will soon be able to read in
English. Similarly the math test should ba glvan In languages other than English
and Spanish.-

Similarly, large numbers of children with disabilities are lik ly to be excluded based
on mappropnately low expectations in their education plans. Nor for that matter
does anything appear to prevent school authorities from inducing minority or
children from low-income families to stay home on the day| of the assessment. If
the purpose of the Administration’s proposal is to assure accountability, it must
come to 'grips with the fact that children who are not pern“ltted to participate will
become non-persons with no accountability by school authorities for their progress.
These accommodations will in no way compromnso the high standards that should

~ be expected of all students. :

MMMM_BM& Absent firm action by the Administration,
there is every reason to believe that the results of the natignal test will be used by

many school officials for hugh-stakes purposes such as abiljty grouping, tracking,
retention in grade and graduation. Any such usa would be harmful to the children
we represent and would be totally inappropriate since the tests have not been and
will not be valldated for any of these purposes. One among many inappropriate
uses would be the use of tests for high stakes purposes where children have not
had an opportunity to learn the skills and knawledge being ftested. The
Administration must take steps to prohibit these harmful and inappropriate uses.

the most impartant rationale for testing all students in a participating district is to
galvanize parents into action. But the current proposal will not achleve.that result.
A parent will know the scores of her own child, but will not know how-her-child‘s
_ &chool is performing compared to othar schools or how.her schoal. d:strlctgs 'doing’;
»compared to other.districts>Unless school authorities choose woll.intarllypgﬂsclo
this- infonnahon,ﬂparentsiﬂill ibe-left in:the dark and:withdut the ifactx at 6u|d‘_ :
‘anable them to securs accountability. Many of our groups:have worked for 6 1
empower parents to .compel responsiveness from public officials: $We belleve we.
' speak from experience-in advising you that in its current. form, .your proposal:will
" not achieve its ob]cctlvo. And, as noted later, this is a problem ﬁ\at is con'ectable.

Lutgm]gd_Amm_u Admmlstrauon ofﬁclalu have told us on %uhmerous occaslons that
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4) Ihp_AQ.mme_n__ELL.s.Lllo_e_s_lean_Ln.M_e_st Steps_to_identify.
ials_of Critica es that Have p Sj ca est
Bg_ggj_t_g‘ We recognize that the Administration’s test proposal cannot realistically
serve as the vehicle for redressing the vast inequities in the distribution of
education resources that deny the opportunity to (earn to millions of poor and
minority children throughout the nation. At the same time the Administration must
recognize that unless these resource barriers facing so many poor and minority
children are recognized, identified and ultimately addressed, the national test will
fail to improve educational opportunity forthe children wh are most In need of
_ assistance. One modest step would be to include with the test some basic
? 'questlons =concerning the teacher’s certification and othe{quallﬂcauons in
(

A

art

v . mathematics and reading, class size and the avallabllity of books in the

X% «; ~ .|classroom— that licensees would be required to answer. Stch information is now

C L. ‘E/" tcollected on a sample basis by the National Assessment of |[Educational Progress.
P4 f ¢ Whlle modest, gathering this data would be consistent with provisions of the Title

% T , " 1 reform that the Administration sponsored calling on schopl districts to deliver
oy " such critical resources to poor children and calling upon states to assure that local
3 districts have the capaclty to meet the responsibility.

ff, 5) The Admi lstratlon e the Necessary Ste sure that the Laws an
5 7% icie tso ual Educational Opportunity IWill Be ive

‘Enforced. As presently proposed, the Administration’s pla n{will be implemented by
a complex and interlocking nstwork of largely private test evelopers, management
contractors and licensees. it does not appear that the Administration has thought
through how it will assure that civil rights, often spottily ehforced even when only
government agencles are involved, will not be denied and that where violations
occur there will be prompt redress. The Administration must develop a plan for
enforcement. It will not suffice to leave this problem in the jhands of private civil
rights groups. which do nat have adequate resources to cope with the viotations
that are likely to occur.

N7 a0 Z\«"‘XW
Y

If you agree that fundamental guarantees of fairess and equality of opportunity
should-be part-of any-plan for a national test, it will not be ifficult to devise -
appropriate language o accomplish the task. indeed , spec ic prowsuons of the
Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994 deal with many qf the same issues. of
inclusion and accommodation of limited English proficlent and disabled students .
and with the public reportmg of the results of assessments] And, as noted, NAEP
already has some experisnce in gathering basic information jabout the distribation’ - =~~~
of vital educational resources. Our organizations would be jilling and eager to ; P
- work with your Admlnlstratlon in developing sultable langu ge to carry out thes:

\\vuiu ~y|‘;wv\\~u t Wy

- We recognlze that theu wnll be some elected officials and

- will view the steps we have called for as ‘the intrusive hand|of the federal
government interfering with state and local contral. There may even be a few
states or districts that will base their refusal to participate qn the existence of
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these requirements. But such opposition is not different in ctharacter from the
resistance over the years by some to any step to implement the equal protection
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and the Supreme Court ‘s decision in Brown
v. Board of Education. Where Presidents have stood firm, such resistance has
ultlmately meited away. o . |
We believe that [f you are prepared tofi ght to agsure that the least advantaged and’
most discriminated against children in the nation reap the bieneflts of your national
test and other education proposals you will prevail and leave a legacy of which we
can all be proud. ;
. - L0
We of course stand ready to meet with you or your designees at your convenience
to pursue these matters further. :

Sincerely yours,

Antonia Hernidndez
President and General Counsel
Mexican American Legal Defense .
& Education Fund '

Elaine Jones .
Director Counsel _
NAACP- Legal Defense & Education Fund, inc.

.Raul Yzaguirre
President
Nationat Councll of LaRaza

Barbara Arnwine, Director

- Thomas Henderson .

' " Deputy Director, Director o1I Litigation
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights

Marcia C.-ireen.berger
. : Co-President i __ :
Lo s National Womens Law-Center———— -~~~ - =~ ===~
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Nancy Zirkin :
Director of Government Relations

American Association of Uhiversity Women -

Paul Weckstein ||

Co-director , P <
Center for Law and Education

by: Wade Henderson Wods Windasonti
Executive Directoy,. , —

William L. Taylor ] '7L- '
Vice Chair
Leadership Conference on' Civil Rights

cc: Secretary Riley’
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September 5, 1997
EDUCATION STANDARDS EVENT

DATE: September 8,1997

LOCATION: Four Seasons Elementary School
BRIEFING TIME: 9:50 am -10:20 am

EVENT TIME: 11:05 am -12:00 pm

FROM: Bruce Reed/Mike Cohen

PURPOSE

To demonstrate your commitment to national standards and tests.

BACKGROUND

This event is an opportunity for you to once again highlight your commitment to
national standards and tests. At this event you will challenge Congress to approve
funding for your testing initiative and make clear that an appropriations bill that does
not include this funding is unacceptable.

The House will be voting Monday or Tuesday on Bill Goodling’s amendment to
prohibit the Education Department from continuing to work on the national tests, and
we are expecting a defeat. The Senate is moving towards a compromise which will
also be decided on Monday or Tuesday.

You will be addressing approximately 350 students, teachers, and parents at the Four
Seasons Elementary School in Gambrills, Maryland. The Four Seasons Elementary
school serves about 700 students from Kindergarten through fifth grade. The school
has an attendance rate of 96 percent. The school has recently seen improvements in
3rd and 5th grade reading scores. Reading in Grade 3 increased from 47.9% in 1995
to 53.5% ini1996. In Grade 5, scores increased from 35.9% in 1995 to 47.6% in
1996.

PARTICIPANTS

Briefing Participants:
Secretary Riley
Bruce Reed

Mike Cohen

John Hilley

Mickey Ibarra

Event Participants:



Secretary Riley
Lorna Leone, School Principal
Jonathan Knobel, 5th Grade Student

Al on

Governor Parris Glendening

Representative Steny Hoyer

Senator Paul Sarbanes

Senator Barbara Mikulski

Approximately 30 Four Seasons Elementary School students who have successfully
completed their summer reading.

IV. PRESS PLAN
Open Press.
V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

- You will be announced onto the stage accompanied by Secretary
Riley, Principal Lorna Leone, and Jonathan Knobel, 5th grade student.
- Principal Lorna Leone will make welcoming remarks and introduce Secretary
Riley.
- Secretary Riley will make remarks and introduce Jonathan Knobel.
- Jonathan Knobel will read a passage from one of the summer reading
assignments.
- You will make remarks and then depart.

V. REMARKS

Remarks Provided by June Shih in Speechwriting.
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Record Type: Record

To: William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: education event monday

itis at 10:30am. | will be on it too.
How funny! | just got your page.

—————————————————————— Forwarded by Christa Robinson/OPD/EOP on 09/05/97 07:48 PM

Karen E. Finney -
09/05/97 04:00:07 PM i

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: education event monday

We will do a conference call tomorrow morning (Sept. 6th) at 10:30 am to discuss the President's
education event Monday, we will also do a call at the same time on Sunday.

The information for the call will be: 202-757-2100, code is 8845.

Thanks!

Message Sent To:
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September 3, 1907

Bond Mill Elementary School
Laurel, Maryland

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: A Maryland Blue Ribbon school, Bond Mill served 609
students in grades preK-6 in 1996. About 81 percent of students are white, 18 percent of
students are African American, and 1 percent are Asian. In 1996, 9 percent of students received
free or reduced-price lunches.

Bond Mill pays particular attention to school climate. The principal and assistant principal meet
and unload each bus every morning to be accessible to students, and they see the children off
each afternoon as well. The principal makes a point of knowing all students by name. The
school has virtually no fights. Thirty specially trained upper-grade students, selected by the
guidance counselor and teachers for their leadership skills, take turns mediating playground
conflicts.

The school’s reading specialist works with all children and collaborates closely with classroom
teachers. She works in the classroom with whole classes much of the time, pulling out small
groups as needed. Last year, the specialist coordinated a reading incentive program where
students could earn prizes for “traveling™ across the U.S. by reading books.

About 95 percent of parents are members of the PTA at Bond Mill. Each month, the PTA
provides the whole school with a cultural arts program that includes poctry reading, drama,
dance, or puppeteering. PTA members plan and screen these special events.

¢

”

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS: On the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program, the
percent of third graders scoring in the satisfactory range increased from 40 percent in 1995 to 51
percent in 1996 in reading and from 42 percent to 57 percent in writing. In grade 5, the percent
of students scoring in the satisfactory range in math rose from 67 percent to 76 percent. The
school’s 1996 average daily attendance was 97 percent.

CONTACT: Mary Jane Lusby, Principal
Bond Mill Elementary School
16001 Sherwood Avenue
Laurel, MD 20707
(301) 497-3600
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BOND MILL ELEMENTARY (301) U1 -3600

Bond Mill Elementary, a Maryland Blue Ribbon School of Becellence, is committed to developing the full patential of u?h
child in 8 safe, surturing environment,
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BRIEF ON THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Education Reform Efforts in the Prince George's County
Public Schools

Consent Decree
Six-Year Plan
Early Childhood Education
School Violence
- EQUITY 2000

Selected Education Statistics on Maryland and
the Prince George's County Public Schools
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Educational Reform Efforts in
the Prince George's County Public Schools

Consent Decree

Since 1973, the Prince George's county Public Schools (PGCPS) has been under a consent decree
to desegregate district schools. Currently, district court judge Peter Mussetti is reviewing the
district's progress on the matter. He has appointed a four-member panel of experts to review
PGCPS' efforts to date. The panel is visiting schools to collect pertinent data and will provide the
judge with recommendations later this year. Based on the panel's report, the judge is expected to
rule on the case in 1998. Unitary status is one possible outcome of the review.

Six-Year Plan

As part of the court's review of district desegregation, two years ago the school board developed
the Phased Implementation of Neighborhood Schoo! Assignments (commonly known as the Six-
Year Plan). The plan, designed to address the district's skyrocketing student population, sets out
a schedule of program implementation and strategies to achieve common standards in all of
PGCPS' 180 schools.

The district originally projected a cost of $346 million over six years to implement the plan; this
number now seems a bit low due to even higher enrollment growth than expected. About half of

the funds will be invested in capital improvements, such as constructing and improving facilities,
{

The other half of the funds will cover operational costs, including curriculum reform. Currently,
many PGCPS schools are traditional in nature and have large class sizes. Under the Six-Year
Plan, every school in the system would be converted to model comprehensive or Milliken II
status. Milliken IT schools receive additional resources, have a 20:1 class size, full-day
kindergarten, full time counselors and media specialists, tutorial support, computer upgrades,
summer programs, and Comer training. Model comprehensive schools typically have a 25:1
student teacher ratio, a full-time library and media specialist, and guidance counselors.

The district currently has a number of magnet schools to facilitate desegregation, However,
some schools are so geographically isolated that further integration is impossible. These schools
will become Milliken IT schools.

There are currently 21 Milliken II schools and 12 model comprehensive schools in operation.
Under the Six-Year Plan, the district will "open" 34 new Milliken II schools; the rest of the
schools will become Model Comprehensive schools. The district's 16 magnet programs will be
preserved as well. Implementation of the plan may take some time due to funding constraints.

1
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Early Childhood Education

PGCPS is currently focusing a significant amount of attention on early childhood education,
especially in the area of reading. The district aims to have all students reading on grade level by
third grade. Reading Recovery programs target first graders and younger children participate in
Head Start and Even Start. This year's budget as well as the FY 1998 plan call for funds to hire
additional early childhood teachers and guidance counselors.

School Violence

Two bomb-like devices were planted by students at Bowie High School this year, and two other
devices were found at other high schools. None of the devices exploded. The district has also
experienced a rash of fake bomb threats. Although none of the devices were large enough to
cause structural damage, they could have caused personal injuries. Also, students in some
schools have missed classes due to the threats.

PGCPS has had antiviolence measures in place for several years. Each high school has
surveillance cameras and all high school students and staff wear photo ID cards. Principals are
authorized to perform random locker searches. All high schools are equipped with metal
detectors. All PGCPS have conflict resolution programs. The district has installed additional
security cameras and plans to hire more security-related personnel at Bowie High School. The
district is also working to impose stricter penalties on anyone caught making a threat, even if it is
a false one. ‘

;o

i ’

EQIITY 2000

Since the 1991-1992 school year, PGCPS has served as one of six pilot sites for the College
Board's EQUITY 2000 mathematics reform program. EQUITY 2000 helps school personnel to
encourage minority and low-income students to choose college-prep math classes and to
eliminate tracking. The program also encourages schools to offer tuturing to help students pass
math courses needed to attend college, such as algebra. The district has invested about $1
million in the project, and data show that the percent of African American ninth graders taking
algebra or higher increased by 15 percent from the program's inception until 1994-95. In 1995,
the district passed a measure requiring all students to successfully complete aigebra and
geometry before graduation.



Selected Public Elementary and Secondary Education Statistics
for Maryland and the Prince George's County Public Schools

Enrollment 44,108,775 790,938 115,918
White 66% 58% 22%
Black 17% 35% 78% minority
Hispanic 13% 3%

Asian 4% 4%
American Indian 1% 0%
" Number of public schools 86,221 1,263 175

Revenues for elementary/secondary education $260.1 billion' $5.1 billion" $717 million*
Federal - 7% 5% 6%
State . 45% 39% 44%
Local ‘ 45% 53% 50%
Private 3% 3%

Per pupil expenditures - $5,767 $6,958! $5,405!

Pupil/teaching staff ratio . 17.3 170 18.2

NOTE:
1. Revenue and per-pupil expenditure amounts are for the 1993-94 school year, the most recent nationally-uniform data available.

All percentages do not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, 1996 Digest of Education Statistics.
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School Improvement Notes

To engage parents ia lhe process of schooling, a contract -
between the home aad school has been instituted. To

support aitendance and achievement goals, a complete

Progress Report is issued every three wecks and (he

homebage mentoring program serves to monibor

individiial atlendance and achievement while providing

additional support to the studen!t. The peer mediation

program and state—of-the—art computer lab provide

additional opportunities for improving achievement and

attendance.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR MIDDLE

Mortin Luther KingJr. Middle Schoo) s one of Lwo dedicoled Acsdemic Center magnet progrems in thecounty. Theschoolis
recognized by the US. Department of Bducstion us a Blue Ribbon Schoal of Excellence.
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STUDENT POPULAXTION CHARA:

. DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
SUPPORTING INFORMATION .
§998 Report
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School Improvement Notes

Our theme, We Are One, celebrates our multicultural
nature vis poslers and murals recognizing students from
25 countries. Aflention to thinking skills, cooperalive
learning' and heterogenecous grouping supporis the
academic achievement of all studeats. A high percentage
of ourstudents make the hanor roll. Many sludents take

Algebra or are preparing for Aigebra and Geometry, A

majority of students are enrolfed in an expanded foreign
Ianguage program. We are especially proud of our levol V
special edocalion progam, ovr unigue Youth
Development Project and acllve mentoring parinerships.
A commiitted PTSA sponsors a full schedule of activities.
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

Dwight D. Eiserhower iz a comprehensive middle school Lhat Lakes greet pride in providing an ingbructional program that
stresses qualily and equily for its diverse studenl population.
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ANNAPOLIS MIDDLE

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

School Year 1995-1996

School Improvement Notes
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SLIGO MIDDLE SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL: Mr. Marh Kedsch ADDRESS: 1401 Dennis Avenue
DIRECTOR: Mrs. Olane M. 1ppolito Silver Spring., MO 20902
FEEDER SCHOOLISEY Glen Haven, Mighland, Dskland Terrece, Rock- Viaw, WoodlIn

.cnoot NUMBER: 770 TELEPHONE: (204) 849-B 121
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AU
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Maryland

1.Allegany County Public School System
108 Washington Street

Cumberland, MD 21502

(301) 759-2049

Contact: Mrs. Mary Louise Jones, Director of Communication and Accountability

The district offers an After School Tutorial Program lead by teachers for two weeks duration twice each year.
There is a second, similar program lead by parent volunteers who have been trained by teachers that is also
offered twice each year. Students who have not reached the minimum competency levels on the state reading
test are encouraged 10 participatc. The program has been offered for the past four years and is based on the
district reading curriculum and materials. It is free and it attracts 278 students who spend two hours a day
after regular school hours for two weeks.

2. Midficld Heights Elementary School Kids Compute Program
4300 Buchanan Avenue

Baltimore City, Md. 21211

(410) 396-6461

Contact: Mr. James Sasiadek, Principal

Approximately 25 students from the school participate in computer-based reading activities as part of the
Kids Compute program at this Baltimore school. Participants can attend all week (for $50 per month) or on a
day-by-day basis. Two adults supervise the students from'2:45 - 6:00 PM. All activities focus on reading
and math.,

¢
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to! Regan Burke

from:  Ronald A. Peiffer

subject Proposed schools for Sec. Riley's visits
date:  August 28, 1997

The following schools have posted nicé gains in MSPAP grado 3 rcading or grade 8 math. We
believe they would potentially be good sites for visita. However, we have not heen able to
| confirm these with the local school systems, with the exeption of Anne Anundel County.

{.  Rolling Knolla Elem., Annapolia, MD, Anne Arunde! County Schools J\,»//

}( Principal Linds Unklesbes, 410-222-5820. h
Nom'Goodmmamingndo3mdhg,40%ﬁwmdnduodlumh.mod
demographics. X

. )
2. West Annapolis Elem., Anpapolis, MD, Atne Arundel County Schools JD

Principal: Joen Briscoe, 410-222163$ ot W
Notes: CGood increase in grade 3 reading, 26% free and rednoed hunch, not a wide

mix of demographics.

3 Annzpolls Middle School, Annapolis, MD, Atme Amndel Co

Principal; Reginald Ferrare, 410-267-8658 - g \/
Notes: Simﬁaﬂmuommﬂhma,&eemmdhmch 4994, good Qw

demographic mix.

4. Arundel Middle School, Odentoo MD (Near Fort Meade) Anne Arundel Co. ><0/0

Principal Gary Williams, 410-674-6900
Notes: Very good increases in math scores, free and reduced lunch 10.4%, fairly

good demographic mix. |
5.  Wyngats Flem. Sch., Bethesda (may be housed off site~will need to check- Monigomery |
Co

Principal Barbera Leistar 301-571-6979
Notes: Veary good increases in grade 3 reading soores, free and redusced lunch

3.1%, largely white demographics. W
6.  Laytomsville Elem , Gaithersburg. MD, Mantgomery Co. @
Principal Laura Turner, 301-340-7145 . Q/ﬂ

- Notes: Substantial increase in grade 3 reading scores, &eeandre&oodhmch
53.4%, good demographic mix.

R=aB% 410 333 2278 00-28-97 06:1I1PM POO2 %09
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August 28, 1997
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11.

12.

Viers Mill Elementary, Silver Spring MD, Montgomery Cﬁ i
Principal: RoseAnn Armes 301-929-2165
Notes: Very good inoreases in reading scores, froe and reduced tunch 46,79, very
good demographic mix.

Siigo Middle Schaol, Silver Spring MD, Mont. Co.

Principal: Mark Keolsch 301-6498121
Notes: Increase in math grade 8 very good, free and reduced lunch 40.8%, very
good detmographic mix.

Takoma Park Middle School, Silver Spring, Mont Co,

Principal Maria Montgomery 301-650-6444
Notes: Pretty very good increase in math score, Free and roduced hunch 33,1%,
significant demographic mix e

Princeton Elem., Suitlind MD, Prince Geo. Co.
Principal Cyntiila Rodgers 301-702-7650
Notes: Very good increaso in reading and ather erans, free and reduced lunch

61.8%, majocity minority population

Qaklands Elementary Sch, Laurel MD), P.G. Co.

Principal Bvelyn Nioks 301-497-3110
Notes: Significant Increase in reading scores grade 3 and other areas, free and
reduced lunch 33.3%, demographic mix, majority minority

Martin Luther King Middie, Beltsvills, PG Co. / .

" Prinelpal Bette Lewis 301-572-0650

Notes: Yery good increase in grado 8 math, free and reduced lunch 28.7%, very
good demographic mix.

Dwight D. Eisenhower Middle, Laurel, PG Co.

Prinoipal William Ryan 301-497-3620
Notes: very good increase in math soores grade 8, free and reduced hmoh 38.8%,
very good demographic mix. /

food fhne -
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THE WHITE HOUSE

EL)QVPQJJAA;JJ/T WASHINGTON

September 4, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR : FIRST LADY'S STAFF (MELANNE VERVEER)
- TODD STERN (PHIL CAPLAN)

CHARLES RUFF

THURGOOD MARSHALL, JR.

JOHN HILLEY

L ~BRUCE REED

CRAIG SMITH

MARIA ECHAVESTE

JODIE TORKELSON

STEPHANIE STREETT - FYI

FROM: lLana Dickey/Maureen Hudson
for JIM DORSKIND

SUBJECT: (Draft Proclamation)
: America Goes Back to Schocl, 1997

Attached for your review is the above-mentioned proclamation
designating September 8-14, 1997, as "America Goes Back to
School."

It was submitted by the Department of Education and edited/revised
by the Presidential Letters and Messages Office.

IMMEDIATE ATTENTION REQUIRED. Written or oral response required
by no later than 6:00 p.m., Thursday, September 4, 1997. IF WE
HAVE NOT HEARD FROM YOU BY 6:00 P.M., WE WILL ASSUME THAT THE
DRAFT IS ACCEPTABLE TO YOU.

For questions, discussion, or routine clearance, contact Lana

Dickey, extension 65504, or Maureen Hudson, extension 65302,
via phone or interoffice mail, in room 91. Thank you.

cc: Tim Saunders
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AMERICA GOES BACK TO SCHOOL, 1997

BY 'THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Americans want the best for cur children. We want to help
them live out their dreame, empower them with the tools they
need to make the most of their lives, and help them build a
future where America remains the world’s beacon of hope and
freedom and opportunity. For all these reasons, I have made
improving the quality of education in America one of my
Administration’s top priorities.

lIn my State of the Union Addresgs earlier this year,

I issued a call to action; a challenge teo every school and

every State to adopﬁ rigorous national standards, with national
tests in 4th-grade reading and 8th-grade math to make sure our
children master the basics. We must ensure that every classroom
has a skilled and dedicated teacher, that every student can read
independently and well by the end of the 3rd grade, and that
schools are safe, disciplined, drug free, and committed to
instilling basic American values.

We must connect every classrcom and library to the Internet
by the year 2000 and help all students become technologically
literate. We must modernize school buildings, support
construction, and expand school choice and accounéability in
public education. And we must encourage lifelong learning for
all our citizens, from expanding Head Start programs for pre-
schoolers to making the 13th and 14th years of education as
universgal ag high schoel to helping adults improve their
education and skills. These goals are ambitious, but they are
crucial if we are to prepare our young people for the challenges
and possibilities of life in the 21st century. And with the

1937 budget agreement, we will begin to meet thege goals by

providing tens of billions of dollars in edycation-related tax
7? 1 7] ~

teacherp to receive gquality training, and providing the means

to help connect every school to the Internet.

[doo2
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I urge all Americans to become actively involved in their
local schools and colleges and to make a real commitment to
support education improvement and give our children the kind
of support they need to succeed. The Partnership for Family
Involvement in Education is setting a powerful example in this
endeavor. These partners -- including the Department of
Education and more than 3,000 schools, families, colleges
and universgities, community, cultural, and religious gfoupa,
businesses, elected officials and policymakers, and the men
and women of our Armed Forces -- have pledged their support for
our initiative, "America Goes Back to School: Answering the
President’'s Call to Action." Through their dedication to our
children, they are helping America’s young people grow into
responsible and productive citizens. They are proving that
when communities unite, every student can achieve,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the
United States of Ameizica, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constituticn and laws of the United States, do hereby
proclaim September 8 through September 14, 1997, as a time when
America Goes Back to School. I encourage parents, schools,
community and State leaderg, businesges, c¢ivic and religious
organizations, and the people of the United States to observe
this week with appropriate ceremenies and activities expfessing
support for high academic gstandards and meaningful involvement
in schocols and colleges and the students and familieg they
serve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

day of , in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of the Independence of

.the United sStates of America the two hundred and twenty-second.





