
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: August?, 1997 

TO: Jim Dorskind, Director, Presidential Correspondence 

FROM: Carol H. Rasco, Director, America Reads Challenge 

RE: Request for Presidential Thank You Letter in Support of the America Reads 
Challenge 

In our continuing effort to meet the goal outlined in the President's America Reads Challenge, an 
all-day meeting was convened by the White House Office of Public Liaison and the America 
Reads staff on July 28 at which representatives from nearly 150 business, civic, religious, 
education, family and youth-serving organizations were invited to share ideas about how to meet 
the goal and how to involve more diverse segments of society. Mrs. Clinton welcomed the 
attendees. An overview of the President's Call to Action for American Education was presented 
by White House staff after which the attendees met in working groups to discuss ways they are 
currently supporting literacy efforts, and how they intend to expand or initiate new commitments 
in support of the America Reads Challenge. At the end of the breakout sessions, each group's 
spokesperson presented their ideas to a panel of White House, Corporation for National Service 
and Department of Education staff. 

In planning for this meeting, the National Economic Council, the Domestic Policy Council and 
the Office of Public Liaison asked that we establish the President's Coalition for the America 
Reads Challenge. Participants on July 28 were asked to "sign on". Those who did join have 
been told that their role will not only be to support literacy issues within their organizations and 
communities but to also communicate from the grassroots levels all the way up to corporate 
levels about the America Reads Challenge, encouraging their various constituent groups to 
become involved in the initiative. The Coalition will, therefore, continue to grow as more and 
more organizations "take the challenge." 

My request to the Office of Presidential Correspondence is two-fold. First, I request a letter from 
the President to be sent to each individual organization joining the Coalition; this would be a 
letter that could also be used in the future for others signing on to the Challenge, extending 
thanks for their time and commitment, and encouraging them to continue their efforts to support 
literacy by working to expand the base of support for the America Reads Challenge. Second, I 
would like to develop a certificate for these and future Coalition members that would 
acknowledge them as members of the Coalition. 1 have attached the draft letter for your review 
and will forward a draft copy of the certificate under separate cover. 



Thank you for your consideration ofthis request. Please call Laura Wood or Diane Jones at 
401-8888 to discuss any questions you may have. 1 look forward to working with you on this 
matter. 

cc: William White, OPL 
Bob Shireman, NEC 
Mike Cohen, DPC 
Bill Kincaid, DPC 



THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Dear {Personalized:} 

As a fellow American concerned about the future of our nation and its success in the 21st 
century, 1 commend you for taking a leadership role in supporting the America Reads Challenge. 
By joining the President's Coalition for the America Reads Challenge, your willingness to 
commit your time and resources to ensure that every child reads well and independently by the 
end of third grade is a testimony to the importance you place on creating a literate society. 

The knowledge that more than 40 percent of our nation's fourth grade students read at or below 
grade level concems us all. Only through our joint efforts will we be able to move our nation 
forward to meet the complex and new demands that lie ahead in the next century. To assure our 
ability to compete in a global society, we must work together to make sure we leave no child 
behind. That is why your support of the America Reads Challenge is so important and critical to 
the success of our nation. 

There are few greater gifts we can give than to open the world to a child through reading. I 
encourage you to remain diligent in your support of the America Reads Challenge, and encourage 
you to share your enthusiasm with others so they might join in helping us reach this clearly 
attainable goal. Together we can create a nation of readers that will ensure a prosperous and 
secure future for all Americans. Thank you for supporting the America Reads Challenge. 

Sincerely, 

William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 



Mr. Andy Finch 
Assistant Director, Govemment and Public Affairs 
American Association of Museums 
1575 Eye Street, NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 2000 

Mr. Oren J. Teicher 
Director of Govemmental Affairs 
American Booksellers Association 
838 South Broadway 
Tarrytown,NY 10591 

Ms. Sharon J. Selico 
Director of Community Relations 
KCET 
Public Television for Southem and Central Califomia 
4401 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

Mr. Thomas R. Waring 
CEO 
Lyrick Corporation 
200 E. Bethany Drive 
Allen, TX 75002 

Ms. Mimi Flaherty _ 
Director 
Wolf Trap Institute for Early Leaming Through the Arts 
1624 Trap Road 
Vienna, VA 22182 

Mr. Gordon Ambach 
Executive Director 
Council of Chief State School Officers 
One Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20001-1431 

Ms. Paula Singer 
President, Contract Services 
Sylvan Leaming Systems 
1000 Lancaster Street 
Baltimore , MD 21202 



Dr. Sally Hare 
Coastal Carolina University 
Director, Center for Education and Community 
1619 2nd Avenue, N 
Surf Side Beach, SC 29575 

Ms. Diantha D. SchuU 
Library for the Future 
121 W. 27th Street 
Suite 1102 
New York, NY 10001-6207 

Ms. Bemadette O'Brien 
Executive Director 
Business and Industry for the Arts in Education 
141 Ellsworth Terrace 
Glen Rock, NJ 07452 

Mr. Gilbert Sanchez 
Project Director 
Hispanic Radio Network, Inc. 
121 Sandoval Street, 3rd Floor 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Ms. Evelyn Moore 
Executive Director 
National Black Child Development Institute 
1023 15th Street, Nw 
Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

Mr. Ed Thiebe 

Director, NCAA Youth Programs 
NCAA 
6201 College Boulevard 
Overland Park , KS 66211-2422 
Ms. Rosina Abramson 
Women's American ORT 
315 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10010 



Mr. Craig Sumberg 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy 
c/o UAHC Commission on Social Action 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Mr. Michael McGrady 
National Head Start 
1651 Prince Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Ms. Yasmina Vinci 
NACCRRA 
1319 F Street, NW Suite 810 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Ms. Diane Eisenberg 
Phi Theta Kappa 
444 N. Capitol Street, Suite 428 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Ms. Marilyn Aklin 
Payne Memorial Outreach, Inc. 
1300 S. Baylis Street 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

Dr. Dorothy Height 
President and CEO 
National Council for Negro Women 
633 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Mrs. Hala Maksoud 
President 
American Arab Anti Discrimination Committee 
4201 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dr. James Dunn 
Executive Director 
Baptist Joint Conunittee on Public Affairs 
200 Maryland Avenue, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20002 



British Robinson 
Acting Director 
Jesuit Social Ministries 
1616 P Street, NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Mr. Robert Healy 
ARCO 
Executive Director, Govemmental Relations 
1201 New York Avenue, NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Mr. Jeff Hirshberg 
Emst and Yoimg 
Vice Chairman of Govemmental Relations 
1225 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Mr. Arthur Taimenbaum 
Founder and President 
Everybody Wins! Foundation, Inc. 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Mr. Kyle Zimmer 
President 
First Book 
1319 F Street NW 
Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Ms. Sheila Lewis 
Giri Scouts of USA 
420 Fifth Avenue 
15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 

Ms. Melinda Gaskill 
San Jacinto Girl Scouts 
3110 Southwest Freeway 
Houston, TX 77098 



Ms. Eileen Rosenthal 
Lightspan Partnership 
1730 M Street NW, Suite 611 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Ms. Gladys G. Vaughn 
The Links, Inc. 
7921 Cypress Lane 
Cabin John, MD 20818-1001 

Ms. Dorothy Rich 
MegaSkills Education Center, Home and Schools Institute 
1500 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Mr. Tony Peyton 
National Center for Family Literacy 
Waterfront Plaza 
325 West Main Street, Suite 200 
Louisville, KY 40202 

Ms. Annette Norsman 
Director 
National Retired Teachers Association (NRTA) 
601 E. Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20049 

Mr. Richard Sterling 
Executive Director 
National Writing Project 
Graduate School of Education 
Tolman Hall 5511, #1670 
University of Califomia, Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1670 

Dr. William Tmehart 
President 
Reading in Fundamental (RIF) 
600 Maryland Avenue, SW, Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20024 



Ms. Jean Bissell 
Executive Director 
Reading Recovery Council of North America 
Ohio State University 
1929 Kenny Rd., Suite #100 
Columbus, OH 43210-1069 

Ms. Virginia McEnemey 
Time Wamer 
75 Rockefeller Plaza, 22nd Floor 
New York City, NY 10019 

Ms. Mary Salander 
Everybody Wins! D.C. 
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
6th Floor South 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Mr. Raymond Collins 
AmeriCorps Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 
301 Maple Avenue West, Suite 602 
Vienna, VA 22180 

Ms. Lisa Collins 
EDS 
1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Mr. Perri Klass 
Reach Out and Read 
Boston Medical Center 
1 BMC Place 
Boston, MA 02118 

Ms. Margaret Kaplow 
The Washington Post 
1150 15th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Ms. Margaret O'Brien 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
Ready to Leam 
901 E Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 



Ms. Dorothea Houk 
The Benefactory 
One Post Road 
Fairfield, CT 06430 

Edith Gower and Margaret Doughty 
National Alliance of Urban Literacy Coalition 
600 Jefferson, Suite 500 
Houston, TX 77002 

Ms. Sandy Dolnick 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Libraries U.S.A. 
1420 Walnut Street, Suite 450 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Dr. Mike Walls 
National Development Director 
Help One Student to Succeed (HOSTS) Corporation 
6 Saddle Circle 
Newark, DE 19711 

Ms. Suzarme B. Ripley 
NICHCY 
1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Brother Theodore Drahman 
Christian Brothers Conference 
4351 Garden City Drive, Suite 200 
Landover, MD 20785 

Mr. Adam L inter 
CEO and Editor in Chief 
Tomorrow's Moming 
125 S. Barrington Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 

Ms. Bette Debnam 
Publisher 
The Mini Page 
P.O. Box 70567 
Washington, D.C. 20024 



Ms. Judith Piatt 
Vice President 
Association of American Publishers 
1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20009-1148 

Ms. Susan Roman 
Executive Director 
American Library Association 
50 E. Huron Street 
Chicago, IL 60611-2795 

Mr. Noel Gunther 
Executive Director 
WETA 
P.O. Box 2626 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Ms. Ellen J. Atlas 
National President 
Brandeis University National Women's Committee 
P.O. Box 9110 - Mailstop 132 
Waltham, MA 02254-9110 

Ms. Jean S. Peterson 
National Executive Director 
Leaming Disabilities of America " 
4156 Library Road 
Pittsburg, PA 15234-1349 

Ms. Carol Mackin 
Zany Brainy 
308 East Lancaster Avenue 
Wynnewood, PA 19096 

Ms. Paula L. Gavin 
President 
YMCA of Greater New York 
333 Seventh Avenue 
New York, NY 10001 



Ms. Christine Benero 
Co-Chair 
Coalition for America's Children 
1319 F Street, NW Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Ms. Carolyn Staley 
National Institute for Literacy 
800 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 20006-7560 

Ms. Ellie Topolovac 
Books and Beyond 
309 North Rios 
Solana Beach, CA 92075 

Mr. John Cole 
Director 
Center for the Book in the Library of Congress 
Library of Congress 
101 Independence Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20540-4920 

Ms. Miriam Westheimer 
Executive Director 
HIPPY USA 
Teacher College Box 113 
525 West 120th St. 
New York, NY 10027 

Ms. Margaret Doughty 
Houston READ Commission 
5330 Griggs Rd. #75 
Houston, TX 77055 

Ms. Maryellen Haisch 
Lamaze Institute for Family Education 
9 Old Kings Highway South 
Darien, CT 06820 



Ms. Maxcine DeGouttes 
Vice President 
Marvel Entertainment Group 
387 Park Avenue, South 
4th Floor 
New York, NY 10016 

Ms. Lyrm Fielding 
The Reading Foundation 
114 Vista Way 
Kennewick, WA 99336 

Adam S. Hirschfelder/Steve Cohen 
Scholastic 
555 Broadway 
New York, NY 10012-3999 

Ms. Lynda A. Zionts 
Director 
Thomson Leaming Center 
301 Cayuga Avenue 
Altoona, PA 16603 

Mr. Jacob Boenisch 
Clackamas Community College (ASG) 
19600 S. Mollala Avenue 
Oregon City, OR 97045 

Mr. Ebo M.J. Otuya 
Educational Testing Service 
1800 K Street, NW, Suite 900 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Mr. John J. Pikulski 
President 
Intemational Reading Association 
800 Barksdale Road 
Newark, DE 19716 

Mr. Henry Ponder 
NAFEO 
400 12th Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 



Linda B. Spangrud and Cheryl F. Metcalf 
Rockford Public Schools - District 205 
4555 20th Street 
Rockford, IL 61108-3199 

Mr. Jose Vicente Rojas 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
The Adventist Youth Service Network 
12501 Old Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring , MD 20904 

Ms. Molly Hashian 
Representative 
Armenian National Committee 
888 17th Street NW, Suite 904 
Washington, D.C. 20006 


