SENT BY:Xerox Telecopier 7021 1 2-23-34 § 1:50PM 8053739277~ COMM/ RESEARGH: & *

National School Safety Center

4165 Thousand Oake Blvd., Suite 290
Westlake Viliage, CA 91362
805/373-9977
805/373-9277 FAX

e

Facsimile Cover Sheet

To: Rob Sweeney
Company:
Phone: 202/456-7845
Fax: 202/456-2239

From: Karen Whitney

Company: National School Safety Center
Phone: 805/373-9977
Fax: 805-373-9277

Date: 2/28/94
Number of Pages: 16

chmenm



SENT BY:Xarcx Telecopier 7021 7 2-23-54 5 1:50PM

NATIONAL SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER
4165 Thousand Oaks Bivd., Suite 290
Waestlake Village, CA 91362

US.A.

B05/373-9977 FAX B0S/373-9277

The National School Safety Center (NSSC) was
created by presidential directive in 1984, The
Center represents a partnership of the U.S.
Departments of Justice and the U.S. Department
of Education and Pepperdine University, The
Center's national headquarters are in Westlake
Village, California.

NSSC's mandate is to focus national attention
on cooperative solutions to problems that dlsrupt
the educational process. Special emphasis is
placed on efforts to rid schools of crime, violence
and drugs, and on programs to improve student
discipline, attendance, achievement and school
climate. NSSC provides technical assistance,
offers legal and legislative aid, and produces pub-
lications and films. The Center also serves asa
clearinghouse for current information oh school
safety issues,

Communications

NSS('s communications section conducts a com-
prehensive national public relations program that
includes producing public service mnounce-
ments, films, publications, resource papers, arg-
cles, conferences and other promotional activities.
NSSC's School Safety News Service is published
nine times annually, Considared America's lead-
ing school crime prevention newsjournal, it faa-
tures topical articles by prominent authors and
communicates trends and exemplary progmms for
delinquency prevention and school safety.

Theso matcrials promote NSSC's underlying
theme: the need for partmerghips batween schools
and other public and private institutions and the
comuunity. Special projocts include Amexica's
Safe Schools Week and the Drug-Free Schools
oampaign,
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Public information/clearinghouse

NSSC maintaing a resource center with more than
50,000 articles, publications and films, The
topics of victim's rights, school security, student
discipline, bullying, character development, law-
related education, drug trafficking and abuse,
schoollaw enforcement partnerships, public/
community relations and attendance issucs arc
included in the Center's resources. Current
information is available for research and school
safety programs, and Center publications and
repeints of other materials are aveilable upon
request,

Field services

The NSSC field services saction coordinates &
national network of education, law enforcement,
business, legal and other civic and professional
leaders who are working cooperatively to create
and maintain safe schools. The field scrvices
section provides on-site training and technical
assistance programs worldwide.

Legal and legislative assistance

Center staff provides legal assistance and infore
mation on school safety, delinquency prevention,
criminal law, and rules and procedures in federsl,
state and local jurisdictions. NSSC also actively
participates in the legal process through subrais-
gion of amicus curiae briefs in selected casas in-
volving school safety issuss,

Model school safety codes have been developed
to help state officials and legislators respond to
critical logal, constitutional and educational
185UCR
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SCHOOL CRIME AND VIOLENCE STATISTICAL REVIEW

National School Safaty Center
Pepperdine University
Malibu, CA 20263
805/373-0877

The National School Safety Center Is a partnership of the U.S. Dapartment of Justice, the
V. 8. Department of Education and Pepperdine University.

Prepared under Grant #85-MU-CX-0003 from the Office of Juvenils Justice and Dalinquency
Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.3, Department of Justice.

Ronald D. Stephens, Executive Director
G. Elis Butterfield, Deputy Director
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officlal pogition er poiicies of the U.S. Depertments of Justice or Edueation, or Pepperdine Univerally.
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Nolabie School Crime and Viclence Statistdcs

1983. Metropolitan Lite insurance Company

The Motropolitan Life Survey of The American Teacher 1583

Cortact information: Louls Harris and Associates, Inc.

630 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10111
(212) 698-96800

Thie survey ik based on interviews with a nationally representative sampie of 1,000 teachers sonducted from
January 25 through Fabruary 8, 1993,

* 74% of teachers think the federal govermnmant, working with state and iocal governmants, must suppoit drug

education and prevertion programs as one it highest priorities in education.

B3% of teachers think governmant should support drug intarvention and reatment programe as one of its highast
pricritios,

For both propraals ralating to the dnig pmblem suppont is high among ail groups of eachers, regardiess of the
level ar iocation of scho! o the ethnicity or income of their students.

80 % of teachers think the federal govemment ghould consider putting mora police officers on the streets in high-
crime arsas where schoois are located,

A majority of 54% of teachers think the government should hire more security personnasl at viclence-ridden
schools,

86% of teachers think that parents should be penalized through ﬁnea or some other mechanism is they aliow
their ¢hild to be chronically truant,

A majority of teachera (E4%) say their higheat priority in public educaticn policy in the next few years shoukd be
strangthaning parents' roles in thair children's aducation

1603:  The Harvard School of Pubic Health and the Joyce Foundation, Chicaga, lliinots

A Survey of Experiences, Perceptions, and Apprehensions about (Wns Among Young Psopia in Americs

Cortact iformation:  The Joyce Foundation

312/782-2454

LH Ressarch -
1270 Avene of the Americas
Naw York, NY

Between April 19 end May 21, 1993, 2508 studerits were surveyed In 96 public and private slementary, middie and
senior high echoals (shdh through tweltth grade),

16% say they have carried & handgun on their peraon In the past 30 days, and 4% say they have taken a

handgun to achool this past year.

9% say they have shet & gun at samecne else.

11% say they have been shot at by someone with 8 gun during the past yaar.

2% say they wouid feel "safer” having & handgun on thelr person Hf they were goirg to be In & physical fight.

39% know somecne personally who has elther been killed or injured fram gun fire.

SG%saythayooddgouhandgw'\. "if | wanted one.” Two In three who know where 10 get a handgun say they
could gat one within a 24-holr perioad.

1683: Cantar ta Pravant Handgun Vialanea

Kids Carrying Guns: Loopholes in State and Federal Firearms Laws

Contact Information: Dannis Herigan

National School Safety Center (2) Statistical Review
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Center to Prevent Handgun Violence

1228 Eye Strest, NW, Suite 1100

Washingten, D.C. 20008

202/280-7319
The Legal Action Project of the Cemer to Prevert Handgun Violence conducted a survey of state laws to determine
it the statea of Arizona, Kansas and Colorado were urique in permiitting open possession of gurg by minors. The

study concentrated on harxiguns because of the high use In crime and their popular appeal 10 juveniles. Major
findings Include:

* Although many statss limit the carrying of concealed weapons, the majority of states fali to ban the open
possaession of handguns by all persons under 21,

* Only 13 states and the District of Columbia directly prohibit all minor under 21 from openly carrying handguns.

¢ 15 states prohibit the open possession of handguns by those 17 and under, but permit open carrying by 18 to
20-year-olds aven though the murder arrest rate for 18 and 18-year-olds is higher than for any other age group.

* The remaining 22 states permit the open carying of handguns by some or all parsons under 18.

* There is no federal prehibition on open cartying or possession of handguns by minors,

1893  "Washington State Survey of Adolescent Health Behaviors, 1088-1902"
Contact Information: Marilyn Jones 206/684-8218

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Old Capitol Buiding, PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA 98504

Kathlean White 206/753.3237

Washington State Department of Haalth
Tha results of the statawida survey are based on the responkés from 15,463 students in grades alx, sight, ten and
tweive in 144 urban and rurel schools. The WSSAHB combinas Rams from two previous surveys: The Survey of
Substance Abuse Among Public Scheol Students In Waghington (1888 and 1990) and the Youth Risk Behavior
Survey of the National Certers for Diesase Control,

* 5% of the etudents hu! carried a weapen during the past monih for self-protection or because they thought they
might need it in a fight.

* 25% of the students had ever camied & weapon to school,

* 18% of the sbdh-graders, 19% of the eighth-graders, 16% of the terth-graders and 13% of the twelith-graders
reported that they recantly hied been in a fight that resulted In Injured that had to be treated by a doctor of nurse.

More than 11% of the studenis can be considerad heavy crinkers.

More than 4% of the students can be considerad heavy drug users.

Modderats to high use of alcohol has deciined in a)l grades since 1988,

Regular use of aicohol has declined in all grades since 1590,

10% of eighth- and tweith-graders, and 13% of tenth-graders had made a suicide attempt

1992:  The Executive Educatorand Xavier University
“The viclence at your door”
Contact Information: The Executive Educator
National School Boards Assoclation
1680 Duke Strest
Alsxandria, VA 22314
(709) 838-6722
The Execuiive Educator’s exclusive national survey was conducted by a research team fram Xaviar University,
Cincinnatl, Ohio. The study, which analyzed responses from 1.218 schoo! exscutives, reveals thelr perceptions of
violance In their own districts, in neighboring communities and In the nation at largs. Administrators reported:

* Although the Increase in viclent acts In schools is widespread, X is generally conalderad Mghest In the Southeast.
National School Safety Contor (3) Statistical Review
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* Low-achieving students are the most likely porpetrators ¢f school violence,

¢ Alackof parantal involvemant cortributes etrongly to sohool viclence,

+ As these educatons report, school violanca has incraased to a much greater degrea in the nation as a whole than
R hws in thelr own distriets, 97% of the respondents think school vicisnce has Increass acrogs the nation in the
last fiva years. Nearly two.thirds say schooi violence in neighboring districts has Increased, and only about 40%
think violence hes increased in their own districts In the last 5 years.

+ 8chool administrators report that the number of scts of viclence committed by studerts has grown,

+ Reapordents predicted an Increase in school viglence during the next 2 yaars.

1982. Commonweaitn of Virginia
1992 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Report® and
*Report an Acts of Viclence and Substance Abuse®
Contact Informations  Virginia Department of Education
P.O. Box 6-Q
Richmond, VA 23216
804/226-2028
The 1982 Youth Risk Behavior Survey was conqucted among 1,640 students in grades 9 through 12 during the
spring of 1802 to ascertain the pravalence of health-risk behaviors among Virginia's high school-aged students.

* 30.8% of all male studonts surveyed carried weapons in the past month.

¢ 45,4% ot ninth- and tenth-grade malaa and 41.8% of the eleventh- and tweifth-grade males reported being in at
lsast one physical fight In the past 12 months.

* 39.1% of tha alavanth. and twalfth-grade males reported having had a drink on at least three days in the past 30
days; 24.6% of the females In the same grades reportad this same bahavior.

* An gverage of 14.1% of students surveyed indloated thet they had five of more drinks in & row on three or more
days during the past 30 cays.

The Virginia Department of Education assembied an interdisciplinary team to develop and distribute a survey
document on acts of viclence and gubstance abuse in Virginia's schools. The 1991-82 academic year was the first
'yoar this data was collected by the Dapartmart.

* Incidents of weapons possession, illicit drug possession tobacoo possession and referrale for subntanoe abuse
programs peak during the middie school years.

* Total incidents of weapons possessions is nearly equal the total incidents of aloohol and Wicit drug poouulon
combined,

+ Fights batwaen students are the moet frequantly occuring incidents of viclence.

1992:  Nationa! Institute on Drug Abuse
Urivamity of Michigan Institige for Soclal Research
“National High 8chool Sentor Survey = Monitoring the Funirs®
Contact information:  National Inatitute on Drug Abuse - 301/4436246
institute for Social Research, University of Michigan - 313783-5043
National Clearinghouse for Alcoho! and Drug Information - 600/729-0686

Approximately 2,400 seniors in approximately 130 public and private high schoals throughout the LS. except
Hawall and Alaska were pollad for this survey, the 16th in an annual series begun in 1975.

* The proportion of high sohool seniora who said they had used drugs within the last year dropped to 35.4%, the
lowest figure sincs the survays bagan (20%).

» Current use of cooaine by high school seniors decreased from 2.6% in 1969 to 1.4 %.

* Annual prevalenca for ¢rack has falien about 80% since 1988 Lflatime prevaience ratas are down significantly to
3.15% in 1801, The figures for 30-day prevalence are 1.3% in 1987, 1,6% in 1888, and 0.7% in 1991,

* 19% of high schoo! saniom are daily smokare.

+ 64% of high school seniors had used alcoholic beverages in the fest month.

National School Safety Conter (4) Statistical Review
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1990-91: State of Vermont

"Vermont Schools, Foundation o Prevention: Student Perspectives on Drug and Alcohol Abus,

1900-91 Academic Year!
Contact Information: ~ State of Vermont

Office of Alcoho! and Drug Abuse Programe

This report is a profile of Yermont students, based on information gathered in February 1891, in a studert survey
using the Primary Prevention Awaransas, Altitude and Usage Scaies. The survey was funded by the Vermont
Agency of Human Servicas, Office of Aleohal and Drug Akuse programs. 3,872 eighth-, tenth- and twalth-grade
studerts compieted the questionnaire.

56% of seniors drink akohol at least once & month; 26% drink at least once a week,

30% of tenth-gradars and 21% of eighth-gradare drink monthly or more oftan.

8% of gtudents report akipping 6cho! without an excuss.

8% of studants report being sent from the olasarcom at least once a month,

5% report stealing at least once a month,

4% roport vandalzing schod! property at lsast once & month.

2% ol the eighth-gradars and 14% of tha terth- and twaifth-graders think that their decisions about using

substancas are positively influenced by school policy.

* Anaverage of 85% of studants who usa tobaceo, alcohol and other drugs 1se tham st parties, 83% use them at
a fiend's home, and §3% use them at hang-outs.

¢+ 88% of the students who use fobacen, aleshol and other drugs obtain subetances from friands, 4% purchase

them at stores, and 36% obtaln them from aduits.

1991  Bureau of Justice Statistics
*8chool Crime: A Natianal Grime Victimization Survey Report”
Contact Informatior: Bureau of Justica Statistics
Office of Justice Programs
U.8. Department of Justice
202/307-0704
Based on a nationally representative sample of more than 10,000 voung peaple who were Interviewad from January
through June 1589 who had attended public or private schodl guring ary tims during the 6 montha precading tha
survey. Responses rafer to the 8-month time period prier to the survey.

* More than 400,000 students 12 te 19 years old ware estimated to have been victims of viclent crimss at school.

s 7% of all studerts were property crime victims, and 2% wara victims of viclent crime — primarily simple assaults.

= An estimatad 430,000 students (2% of all students) had at least once taken something to school to protect
thamsaivas from attack or harm. This includes guns, knives, brass knuckies, razor bisdes, spiked jewelry and
other objects capable of hurting an assallant.

+ 1B% of the shudents reported there were gangs In their schoole.

= 16% said that a sludent had attacked or threatenad a school tsacher.

+ 31% of the students said aloohol could be sasily obtained at or near their school; 47% sald it was hard or Impos-
aibla to pet it there,

= 30% said marjuana waa easy to obiain; 43% sald t was hard or impossible to gat.

* 11% galg cocaine was easy to obtain: 9% said crack was aasy io ahtain

* 8% reporied that they avolded places in or around the school property because they thought someons might
atiack or harm tham.
+ Ameng the students who sald gange were or might be found in thels schools, 37% sald gang members never

fought at school, 19% sakd there ware gang fights onee or lwmayonr and 12% sald there were gang fights at
Iantomeamk .

1981;  Bureau of Justice Statistics
*Teenage Vietima: A National Crime Vietimizstion Survey ﬂ.opoﬂ"
Contact Information: Bureau of Justics Statistics

National Bchool Safety Center (5) Statisticai Review
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Office of Justics Programs

U.S. Depanmentof Justice

202/307-0764
Tnis report presants information on erimes of vinlance and theft collectsd by the National Crime Sutvey (NCS) for
1985 to 1980. The NOC obtains information about crimes, Included those not reportad 1o the police, from individuals
age 12 or alder In a nationally representative sample of households.

+ From 1985 to 1988, persons age 12 to 10 were victime of 1.0 millien erimos of theft annually. Tesnagers were
much mare likely than adufts to ba victims of ¢rimes of violence. On average, avary 1,000 teanagers sxperienced
67 violant crimas each year, compared to 26 for avery 1,000 adults age 20 or oider.

» About one-half of all violent crimes and 63% of crimes of thaft againet tasng age 12 to 19 took place on the street,
in a echool building or on school property. Sireet crimes were 3 times more likely than crimes in school bulidings
1o have been committad by an offander with & waapon (37% versus 126).

« Adolescents age 12 to 15 were about twice as likely as oider teens to experience crimes in a school bullding or
on schoal proparty. About 37% of viclent crimes and 81% of crimes of theft againet younger teanagers ooourred
at s¢hool, companed with 179% of the viclent crimes and 39% of the crimes of thaft against oider teans.

* Police reporting retes for viclent cimes againet teenagers ware muoh higher for incidents that cccurred on the
sirest than for those at school. About 37% of viclent crimes that occurred on the straet wara raported o the
police, compared with 8% of viclent erimes that took place in school bulldings and 22% of those on schocl
property.

« Many orimes taking place in schocl may not have been reported to the police because schocl officieis had been
notified and had rescived tha Incidants. 37% of tha violant crimes in school buildings and 32% of those on

school property, the police were not called primatily because the crime was reported 10 BOMaone eise, cOmMpared
o 5% of atraat violant crimes.

1001:  liinols Criminal Justice Information Authority

“Trends and iasues 91"
Contact Information: inale Criminal Jum:o Information Authority
120SouthRiverdale Plara
Chicago, IL 60608
312/783-8580

Survey asked almost 2,700 students and 1,300 teachers In 31 pubiic high schools across incis about cnme and
victimizatianlavels Inthait schools and communities inthe 1888-B0schoclyear,

* 1in 12 public high schoo! students In lllinols reported belng the victim of a physical attack in schodl or on the way
0 or from school, Aimost 1wice that many has escaped an attempted assalilt. Mast of thasa assaulls were not
serous and weapone were raroly used, Howaver, 8% of victims did report being cut and 4% reparted being shol.

* 1in 12 lHinols studerts sometimes stayed home from achnol from fear that someons would hurt or bother them.

. M%ofthutudarbnndom-fouMdhﬂchmoumyodmlcatedmmrwrmlwuaﬂrnrbuuhm
or a8 unsale aa the neighborhnad &t was in.

+ Students were found to be at greater risk for assautt, robbery and theft in the school Rsalf than In the adiacent
naighhnrhood while going to and from school.

* Suburban studerntts reported higher theh and assault rates than did students trom arge liinois cities.

* Theft was the most common crime reported nntitnurvay.m@%dhaatwem and 268.5% of the teachers
being victimizad during the 1985-80 school year.

« Almost one-third of the studente sald thay had brought & weapon to achesl for self-protection et some times
during their high school career. 5.3% sald they had brought a gun to school.

¢ Ona In 11 teachers roportad that a studert had threatened to hurt them during the past month. More than half,
52.9%, reported that a studant had directed an obsceniy at tham, and ana-third, 32 4%, reporied that a student
had made an obatone gosture at them.

» §chool crimes against both students and taehers are often not reportad to any authorities. Naarly one.third of
studont robberlas, one-quarter of thefta and 40% of assaults were rot reparted, Among teachers, 16% of
robberies, 40% of thefts and 25% of assaults ware net reported.

National School Safety Center (6) Statistical Review
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1991:  Gallup Organization and Phi Delta Kappan

“23rd Annual Gallup Poll of the Public's Attitude toward the Public Schools®
Contact information:  Gallup Organization - 60/924-0600
P Deita Kappan - 812/339-1156
Survey polied 1,500 adufts those aver the age of 16) during May 1981,

» For the second year In & row, highes! priority was assigned by the respondents to tha sixth national goal for
education: making sure that, by the year 200C, every school i free of drugs and viclancs and offors a disciplined
environment conductve to learning.

» For tha firet time, drug use, lack of diseipline and lack of school funding are virtually tied as the most frequently
mentionad probiem with which the local pubiic schools must deal, This reflacts a pracipiious drop in tha parcent.
age mentioning drug e (from a high paint of 38% in 1990 to 22% this year).

* inthe past 23 Gellup polls, lack of discipiine was clied as one of the top problems facing public schools, and as
the No. 1 problem for 16 of the 23 polis.

189C; Texas A&M University
*Rural Communities Near Large Metropolitan Aress: $afe Havens from Adolesoent Vielenoe?”
Contact information:  Paul M, Kingery
Toxas ARM University
Celiege Station, TX 77843
405/845-1756
Participants in the study ware 1,004 sighth- and tanth-graders from 23 small Centrai Texas communities.

+ More than one-half of the boys (53.2%) and one-fiith (20.5%) of girls reported having bean In at least 1 physical
fight involving weapons during the previcus year, Orm-fifth of boys and 6.4% of giris said they had been in 3
fights.

+ Qne-fourth of the students said they had carried a weapon at school in the past year,

+ Shightly more than 6% of the boye said they had carried 2 handgun and 1.6 % said they had carried one nearty
everyday. ' .

* 42.3% of the atudentz gald they couid get a handgun i they wanted to,

* While at 8chod! or on 4 school bus during the previous year, 34.1% of studants raported having baen threatened
with bodily harm thought not actually hurt, 15.2% clalmed that they had something taken from them by force or
threat of bodily harm, 14.1% said they had been physically attacked and 8.8% sdmitted that someone tried to
force them 1o have sex when they did not want to.

+ More than half of the surveyed students sald they had net received instruction in school on ways to avold fighting
and violencs.

* Studants in the survey believe they should fight if someone hita them (78.6%), hurts somecne they care about
(74.2%), Insuits their family (68.6%) or breaks something they own on purpose (53.1%).

= More than 20% felt that threatening fo use & weapon woukd help prevent fights. Nearty 17% thought "acting
tough® would deter atercations.

1880 Carder to Prevent Handgun Violence
“Gaught in the Crossfire: A Report on Gun Violence in Qur Nation’s Schools”
Contact information: Cantar to Prevert Handgun Viclence
1225 Eye Steet, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, D.C., 20005
X2/209- 719
The Information fram the report was abetractad from more than 2,800 sohoo! viclence-related news stories recorded
in newspapans across the nation during the folr year period between Septambar 1986 and Septamber 1980

* Atleast 71 pecpie — 65 students and 6 8¢hool employess— have been kiiad with guns ef school; anathar 201
were saverely wounded; and 242 individuals were held hoatage at gunpaint.
s Shootings or hostage situatione in schools have occurred in at laast 35 states and the Disirict of Columba,

National $chool Safety Genter (7) Statistical Review
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+ Malas ara moat frequently the offenders (33%) as well as the victims (76%).

» Schoolchildren ages 14-17 are most at risk of gun violence at school.

* Gun vislence in schools occurs mest often in haliways (25%) and In elassrooms (15%).

» Gang or drug disputes were the leading cause of school gun vialanca (18%). Lang-standing arguments (15%).
remantic disagreements (12%), fights over material posssssions (10%) and accidents (13%) are aiso common.

1980. YouthRisk Bahavier Survellianos System
“Youth Risk Behavier Survey”

Contact Information; Morbidity and Mortality Weskly Report

Mailsiop C-08

Centers for Disease Control

Atlanta, GA 30333

404/332.4565
The 1990 national scheol-based survey is a component of the Youth Risk Benavior Survelllance Systam, which
periodically measures the prevalence of priotity health-rigk behaviors among youth through compareble national,
state and local survays. The survey pol'ed a reprasentative sample of 11,631 students In grades 9 - 12 in the 50
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

* Nearly 20% of all students in gracies 8 - 12 reported they had carried a weapon at least once uring the 30 days
preceding the survey (not necessarlly to school).

+ Mele students (31.5 %) were significantly more likely than female studenta (8.1%) to repont having carried a
weapon,

* Mispanic (41,1%) and black (30.4%) male students were significantly more likely to report having carried a
waapon than ware white (28.6%) male students.

+ Ofthe students who reported having carried weapona during the 30 days preceding the survey, 25% said they
did se only onca; 32.2% said 2 or 3 times; 7.4% said 4 or § times; and 35.5% said 6 or mora times.

* Nearly 8 % of all atudents in grades 9-12 reported that, during the 30 days preceding the survey, they had been
in at least on physical fight that resultad (n an Injury requiring treatment by a doctor or nurse. Of these students,
B3.3% said they had fought 1 time; 27.8%, 2 or 3 timas; 10.1%, 4 or S times: and 10.1%, 8 or more times.

* Male students (12.2%) were significartly more ikely than femala students (3.6%) 10 report having been in & fight,

1988 Gallup Organization
Phi Defta Kappa
“The 8econd Gallup/phl Deita Kapps Poll of Teachers' Attitudes toward the Public School."
Contact Information: Galiup Organization - 808/024-9200
Phi Deita Kappan - 812/339-1158
Findings from this survey are based on mail interviews with a representativa samgie of 2,000 teachers in all 50
stgtes and the District of Columbia,

* A majortty of teachers (36%) would like to have the right to paddie misbehaving youngaters, despite outright
bans on carporal punishment In mary states and schoo! districts. :

+ 34% mentioned lack of parenial interest and support as the biggest abatacle 1o Improving public sducation,

¢ One out of 4 1eachers (40%) view student ciscipiine s either a very serious or a falrly serlous problem.

* 87% of the teacher respondents said drug Use among studaris Is either a very serlous o falrly serious problem
In the public schoole in their communities.

* 43% indicated that student discipiine problems &re one of the mein reasons for teachers keaving the profession,

1989:  U.S. House of Represantatives
Select Committes on Chiidren, Youth and Families
“Down Theas Mean Strasts: Viclence By and Against America’s Chiidren”

National School Safety Conter (8) Statistical Review
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Contact Information;  Select Committee on Children, Youth ard Familiss
385 House Office Building Annex &
Washingten, D.C. 20515
202/226- 7682

+ Between 1985 and 19886, the U.S. homicide rate [ncreased 17% for 16 - 24 year olds and B% for the general
population, Thera ware 21,371 homicide victims in 1086, 8,651 of whom were under age 25, {National Certer for
Heaith Statistics NCHE), 1968).

« Homicide is the sacond leading cause of death for 15-24 year okds in the U.8., claiming 5,552 lives in this age
range in 1886. Only motor vehicle accidants clalmad more lives. It is the fourth leading cause of death for 1.4
and 5-14 year clds. (NCHS, 1588) -

» For black 15 to 24.yaar.olds, homicide is the leading cause of death, claiming 2,644 victime in 1686, or nearly
50 per 100,000 in this population. It Is the second and third leading cause of death for biack 1- 10 4-year-olds
and black 5- to14-ysar.oids, (NCHS, 1688) '

*+ Three~quarters ¢f homicide victims are male; 82% of homicides are committed by males (NCHS, 1888; Unified
Crima Reports, Fecleral Bureau of investigation {UCR], 1068)

* B0% of homickiea occur betwesn members of the same race, (Centers for Disease Contrel [CDC), 1986)

» Compared with 13 industrialized nations atudied, the United States had the second highest homicide rale for
males aged 0-24 years, and the highest rate for famaies in the same age ranga. Only Mexico had a higher
homicide rate among males. The U.S. rate for 15- 1o 24-year-old males was more than 5 times higher than the 11
other nations. Among 15-24 year old females, tha L1.S. homickie rate is more than 10 times greater than the
rates in Japan, Norway, and the United Kingdom, (Cersus, 1980, unpublished)

*+ Suicide Is the third iaading causa of death among youth ages 15 . 24, claiming 5,120 youths' livee in 1088,
Between 1870 and 1980, the suicide rate among 15- 10 24-year-0lds Increased 40%, whiie the rate for the
remainder of the population remained stable. (CDC, 1088).

» From 1982 through 1984, teenagers ages 12-19 were the victims of 1.8 million viclent crimes annually, twica the
mte of th aduk population over age 20 (Buresu of Justice Statistios [BJE), 1908)

* Of all age groups, teens ages 16 0 19 have the highest victimizatien mta for viclant crimes (excluding homicide).
Toons ages 1210 15 have the third higheat rate. (BJS 1966)

» Among victims of viclant crimas, older tesna are mora Iikaly than the general population to be attacked by
norstrangers. (BJG, 1967)

+ Violant crime, eapaclally by juvaniies, has been increasing since 1083, Between 1083 and 1987, the number of
juvenlies (under 18) amested for murder increased 22.2% to 1492, Forcibls-rape amests Increased 14.6% to
4,604; and aggravated-assault arrests increasad 18.6% to 38,008. Over the same pericd, the number of juve-
niles amested for robbery and burglary declined by 18.2% and 14.6% respectively (JCR. 1988)

+ Betwoon 1988 and 1087, the number of juveniles undar age 15 armested for murder increased 21.7% to 181, for
rape 5.2% to 1,600; and for aggravated assault 4.4% to 10,767. (UCR, 1988)

+ A study of young paroless found a 89% reckiivism (rearrest) rate. The study found no relationship betwesn
recidivism and the langth of time sarvad in prisan by parcleas for their previous offenses. Recidivism rates wers
highest among parciees with the most previous arrests. [BJS, 1907)

+ Four our of five juveniles confined In long-term, state-operated juvenie institutions report previously having bosn
on probation; more than helf report having been committad to & cormectional Insttution in the past (BJS, 1988)

» Only about 42% of juveniles and young adults In |uvenile detertion, corectional, and shelter factitiaa have
compieted more than 8 years of school, compared to 76% of the general poputation in this age group. Among
thoee age 18-24 in these facilities, fower than a tenth have graduated from high scheo!, compared to 78% of this
age group In the peneral popuiation. (84S, 1968)

» More than half of all juveniles and young adults In juvenils institutions reported that a family member had served
time in jall or prisan. A quarter of the residents reported that thetr fathare had been Incarcaratad at some time in
the past. (BJS 1068) _

* |na study of datinquents and nondelinquents, a history of abuse and/or famlly violanca was the most significant
variabls in precicting membership In the definquent group. Compared to thelr nandellnguent peers, delinquent
ac0lesconts were aiso more likely to sufler subtie forms of neuriogical Impairment ardd severe peychiatric
sympioms, and to have leaming disabliltios.

+ Studies of juveniles sentenced to death in the L.S. Indlcata that these youth are multiply handicapped, they tend
to have suffered sericus head injuries, injuries to the cantral nervous system, multiple psychotic symptoms since
sarly childhood, and physical and sexusl aluma. (1 awis, ot &, 1968; Lewls 1987)

+ Delinguert juveniles, particularly Institutionalized definguent juveriies have significanty higher rates of child

Natianal School Safety Conter (0) Statlstical Review
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abuse than the general youth popuiation. Among institutionalized juveniie offenders, 26-55% have official

histories of chid abuse. (Austin, Nationa! Council on Crime and Delinquancy, Teatimany before the Selact
Committee on Children, Youth and Families, May 1984)

+ Between 1982 and 1887, tha national rata at which childran are reported for abuse and neglect increased €0.2%
from 20 to 34 children reported per 1000 U.S. children. Missouri, Nevada, South Dakota and California ail had
rates of more than 50 childran reported per 1000 children in the population. (The American Humane Assoclation
1989)

» Over 2.2 milion child abuse reports were filed in 1088, up 3% from 1987, and 1,226 children were reported to
have died from abuee or neglect in 1688, a 6% inerease from the year before. Nonetheless, the majority of states
frade no increase in their child wellare budgets, fareing most states to cut back on child protetion workers and
services for victims. (National Cornmittee for the Prevertion of Chiki Abuse [NCPCA], 1888)

= Two-thirds of the states that responded to a recant national survey cliexd parertal substance abyse as the
dominant characteristic among their child abuse and neglect caseloads. (NCPCA, 1988)

+ Between 1984 and 1885, the number of 15- to 24-year-olds killed by firearms In the U.S. Increased more than
16% from 6,765 to 7,852, Among black males in this age range, firearm fatalities increased more than 20%.
(NCHS, 1968)

* In 1987, 43.7% of homicide victims under the age of 18 wera idliad by firearms. (UCR, 1988}

* Firsarms were used In moet suickies of 10- 1 14-year-oids and 15- to 24-year-oids. (Waller, et al, 1968, CDC,
1986)

« Qverall drug usage, including cocaine and “crack” use, among high school seniors declined between 1887 and
1988, aithough 57% had tried an illicit drug at some time and over one-third had tried an illicit drug other than
marijuana. (This survey does not include measures for the 15-20% of the age group who did nct finish high
school.) (institute for Social Research, University of Michigan, 1888)

* Anestimated 30% of arested juveniles in the District of Columbla, 48% In Maricopa County (Phosnd), Arizona,
44% In San Diego, California (only males tested), and 35% in Tampa, Florida, test positive for lilkcit drug use.
{District of Columbla Pretrial Services Agancy (DCPSA), 1889; Treatment Assessment Screening Canter,
Phoenix, Arizona, 1989; U.S. Department of Justice, 1985)

 Cocaine use among arrested uveniles in the District of Columbia increased from a negligible number in 1984 to
23% in 1088. Batween 1687 and 1988, overall fllicit drug use has daclinad among juvenils arrestees, axcept for
the youngest ages. Between 1987 and 1888, illick drug use by 12-year-old amastess increasad from 8% to 14%,
by 13-year-old arestees from 9% to 21%, and by 14-year-old armastess from 17% to 20%.

108G:  American Federation of Teachers
Survey of Teacher Union Leaders on Tesn-age Vicienos
Contact information: Amarican Federation of Teachers
202/879-4458 _
Survey was conducted during the summer 1880. Those polied include represertatives of AFT's 50 largest union
locale across America, the 43 presiderts of atate AFT units and AFT's national 38-member exaciulive councll.

« Top & causes of teon-age violence clted by teacher union leaders surveyed were drug trafficking (83%), easa of
eccess to druge (52%), sase of accass o guna (65'%), lack of parenta! supervision (63%), and lack of empioy-

" ment opportunities (48%). _

» Of those surveyed, more than 80% felt tha! teer-age violence Is a bigger probiem today than & has been in the
pest. Only 17% felt that the size of the problem has not changed,

* The most disheartening results of 1he survey are concemed with the percentage of teachers and students who
had been victima of teen viclence, Over two-Iniras (67%) of those surveyad said that members of their union had
been victims of teen violance. Also, More than two-thirds (68%) sald that students they had worked with had
been vicims of viclence commitied by teen-agers.

+ Just under one-nalf of the respordents said they betieve that metal detectors should be instalied in public
schoois, but neary ail of them said schoois should employ security guards.

1969; The George H. Ganup International Foundation
“Surveys of the Altitudes of Amarican Adults and Taen-agers towards the Drug Crisle and Drug Polley”

National $chool Safety Center (10) Statistical Review
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Contect information:  Gallup Intemationai Foundation

100PaimerSquare

Princeton, NJ 08542

608/92¢-7772 _
Intha summer of 1080, Gallup surveyed 1,005 aduita 18 years or clder and 500 teenagers, ages 13- 17, to
determine how pubiic opinion i3 shaping America's response to the drug crisls.

* One adult In four (27%) named drug abuse as the most important problem facing the nation,

* Teens increaaingly have named drug abuse as the greatest problem facing their generation, & teans in 10 say It
is their greatest prablam. The No. 2 and 3 problems are pesr pressure (often related to substance use) and
alcohol abuse.

1988 Florida Schoo! Boards Association, Inc.

Flerida Associationof School Admiristratora

“Weapons/Mrearms on School Proparty Survey”
Contact Information: 203 South Montoe Street

: Tallahasses, FL 32301
904/204-1374 .

Florida Schoals Boards Association surveyed of 88 Florida s¢hoo! dietricis regarding weapoms confiacations/
inciderts on achoal property during the 1986-87 and 1987-88 8choo! years.

* The weapon most frequently in a student's possession as compared to 5 other typas of weapons was knife.
(Other typee include gure, chaing, brass knuckies, billy chubs and pointed objects).

* Students' sources for obtaining weapons/firearma include the student's residence (85.7%); friend or relative
residonce (B.3%); atolen (1.6%); and various other sources (¢.4%),

* The prevaient form of punishmart by school officials for studerts invelved in a confissationfincident was suspen-
slon (4,326 c;us). Expuision (796 cases) and reprimand (1,018 cases) were 2 other forms usad by school
district officials,

1088: Louis Harris and Associates for Metropoiitan Life Insurance
“Matropoiitan Lite Survey of tha American Teacher”
Condact Information: Louls Harris and Associates, Inc,
' &30 Fitth Avenus :
New York, NY 10111
(212) 698.9600
Survey polied 2,740 students in gredes ¢ - 12 and 1,208 teachers of grades K - 12 from 103 pubiic schanis.

* More than 1 out of 4 high school students (26%) aay that they know at lsasi 10 shiderts irvolved In viclert
incidents.

* 45% of high schoo! teachers say that students drinking alcohol is a very serlous problem.

* B4% of high sohoo! studants say they know 10 or more feliow students who drink akcohol; 48% of the high schaol
students say that they know 10 or more feliow students who use drugs.

* Inner-aity achool teechers are most aware of the drug problam = 26% say that students using arugs s a very
serious problam in their schoala, compared to 18% of feachers in the nation's rural achaols.

» Aoccording to students, alcohel use Is higher in both SUBURBAN and RURAL areas than in URBAN areas.

* According to teachars, the number of students lacking basic skilis and requiring constart disolpline is greatest in
Junior Ngh school.

1987, American School Health Associalion
Association for the Advancement of Haalth Education
Society for Public Heakh Eduoation

National Bohoo! Gafety Canter (11) Statistical Review
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»

“Nations| Adolescent Student Health Survey”

Contact Information;  Nationat Alliance for Heatth, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance
Publication Sales
. 800/321-07089
Approximately 11.000 eighth- and tenth-gragers from a nationally reprasertative sample of more than 200 public
and private schools in 20 states participated in the study during the fall 1987.

+ One-half of the boys and £8% of the girls ware In at least 1 fight during the past year.

+ One-third reported somecne thraatenad to hurt them, 14% were robbed and 13% eported being attackad while
at achool of in a schook bus.

» 4 out of every 10 boys (41%) and 24 % of the girls reported they could obtain a handgun i they wanted one,

* 2% of the boys reported having carried a knife to school at le@st once during the past year: 7% said they camy
a knife o echool on a daily basie,

* 8% of the boys reportad having carried a4 handgun 10 school at least oncs during the school year, 1% reported
carying a handgun on a dally basis.

+ More than one-tourth of the siudants reported participating in 1 occasion of heavy drinking during the previous 2
weeks, one out of 10 smoked marijuana In the previous month and 1 out of every 15 adolescents have tried
cocaine.

1987: Office of Educational Research and !mprovement
“Public School Teacher Farspectives oh S¢hodl Discipline”
Cortact information: U.S. Department of Education
Oftice of Educationa! Research and improvament
Center for Education Statistics
FastResponse Survey System
20273676761
Data raportad in this survey ware collected by means of a mail survey of 1,547 elemantary and secondary school
teachors between October of 1968 and January 1967,

+  44% of teachers In public schools reported there was more disruptive classroom behavior in their 6choo's In
1086-87 than B years before. Teachers In elementary (53%) more frequently reported that disruptive behavier
had incraased than did teachers from middie-junior high schools (42%) and from senior high schools (34%).

« 20% indicated that they had serlously considered leaving teaching because of student misbehavior, and 17%
reported they had seriously considered ieaving in the last 12 months.

+ Most teachers reported that student behavior interferad with their teaching to & small extent (50%). 27% stated
that student mishehavior graatly intarferad with efisctive laarning.

» Teachers in urban schools more fraquently reported that student misbehavior intarfered with their teaching tc a
great extent (24%) than did teachers in rural schools (8%).

v Teachers estimatad that, on the average, about 7% of the studsnts they taught were habitual behavior probisims.

+ Almost 20 % of teachers Indicated that they had been threatened at some time, and 8% had been threatened In
the last 12 montha.

« 8% (152,000) indicated that they had been physically attacked by students in thair schools at some time, and 2%
(3':,‘_|y had been attacked in the iast 12 months. (Types of behavior includad undar physical attack may range
widely.) :

+ Teacham reported minor Infractions oceurving in the classroom in the laat wealk. Considersd nationally, these
numbers total par week to

33.3 million instances of whispering or nots passing

10.2 mifticn instances of baing late for class

5.8 miflon instances of studants talidng back

3.7 milkon instances of students throwing sormething '

3.0 million instances of students being absent without permiasion

» Factors limiling the akility of leachers to maimain order within their schoois: most frequently rated factor was lack
of alternative placoment (39%) and lack of student interset (38%), Teachers rated both teacher and principay/
adminbstrator fear of being sued as a major factor Imiting thelr effort to malmain order. 17% of taachers rated

National Sohool Safety Center (12) Gtatistical Review
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administrator fear of boing sudd and 14% rated teacher fear of baing sued as greatly imiting their effort to
maintain order.

« 34% regarded their schools’ diecipiine poficy as nct strict encugh; 28% regarded the palicy a8 not comprehens
sive arough; and S0% indicated it was not consistently applied.

» Actions rated as ‘very productive® in impraving school discipline by a majority of respondents were: increased
studert seli-discipline doveloped at home (74%), smaller ciasses (53%), and increased parertal support (62%).

1686 - U. S. Bureau of the Census for the U.8. Bureau of Justice Statistics
1987. “National Crime Survey for 1988
“School Crime: Annual Statistical Snapshot®
“Kide and Crime,” School Safaty Nawsjournal, Spring 1888
Contact Information: James Wetzel
Canter for Demographic Studies
V. 5, Departiment of the Census
U, §. Department of Commerce
washington, D.C. 20233 301/763-7720

= According 1o the 1986 and 1887 National Crima Survay, nearty 3 miRion (ncidents ot attarnpiad or compilatad
street crime (sssault, rape, robbery and thett) took place inside schools or on school property.

+ The vast majorlty of crimes against person are thefts. During 1687, almost 2.5 million thefts in or around schools
were reported by National Crime Survey respondents.

+ Almost 465,000 violent victimizations eccurred in or around schools during 1687, Among these were 75,000
aggravated assaults (30,080 with Injury); 36,850 robberies (22,610 with injury); and almost 350,000 simple
assaulte (nearly 110,000 with injury).

+ Even though the school-age population has declinad markedly since 1982, the number of violent crimes has
remalned high, ranging from a low of about 420,000 in 1986 and 1982 to a high of almoat 485,000 in 1587.

* 1in6youths betwesn the ages of 12 and 19 was the victim of a street crime duriag 1986 compared 10 about 1 in
9 adults,

* 1 out of 18 youths was asaaultad, robbad or rapad during 1988

» One-half or more of the attempled and completed violert crimes agairst girls and 12 to 18-year-old boys are
committed by someaone known to them.

* Only about one-third of all viclent crimes committed or attempted against youths during 1886 were reported to
the police.

* Murders of schookage youths (5 1o 19 years of age) totaled 1,840 during 1986, according to the FBI.

« 1outof every 25 persons arrestad for a viclert crime and 1 in 8 pereone arrested for a praperty crime i lees
then 15 years of age,

1978: National Institute of Education '
“Viclent Schools — Safe Schools: The Safe School Study Report to the Congress™

Contact Informatior National instihte of Education

U.S. Departmentof Education

Office of Educational Resoaroh and Improvement

washington D.C. 20208

200/987-6761
This 3-part studly conducted in 1976-1977 combined & survey ¢f Hrincipals from 4,000 pubiic elementary and
secondary achools natiorvide; a survey of 842 publio junior and senior high sohools, which interviewed the principals,
teachers and students; and anintensive, qualitative stucy of 10schools selected becalsethelr pravious probiems of
crime andviclence had been dramaticafty reversed in a short period of time.

+ Approximately 262,000 (1.3%) students are physically attacked in America's sscondary schools each _month.

About 2.4 miliion (11%) have something stolen from them in a typical morth.
» Almost 8% of urban junior and senior high school students missed at isast one day of Classes a month because

Natlonal School Safety Center (13) Statiatioal Review
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they were afraid to o to school, 3% (600,000) reported that they are afraid mast of the time.

« Nearly 5.200 of the nation's million secondary school teachars are physically attacked at school each morth,
about 1,000 of whom are seriousty enough hurt to require medical attention. About 130,000 have something
stoien In a month's lima. Around 8,000 have something taken from them by force. weapons or threats,

« Over 25% of all schools are subject to vandalism in a given month. The average oost of an act of vandalism is
$89. 10% of achools ara burglarized, at an average cost par burgiary of $183. The annual cost of schoo! crime is
sstimated to be around $200 millen.

¢ Most offenses are commitied by current students. Victims and ofisnders are generally of the sama ags and sex
(usually male). In a majority of cases, victims and offerciers are alsg of the same race. The chances of interraciat
violence are highest in schools where studants of one race outnumbar those of anothar.

National School Safety Center (14) Statistical Roview
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VAS Gunsinthe 'Hood
Invade the Gridiron,
Schools Play Defense

Teams Are Caliing In Police,
EmployingMetal Detectors
5 To Block Injunes to Fans

By JaMes S. HIrscH
Staff Reporter of THE WaALL STREET JOURNAL

BEAUMONT, Texas — As a police heli-
copter circles above, officers wearing bul-
let-proof vests fan out into the neighbor-
hood. Patrol cars cruise nearby.

It's homecoming night at the Central
High School football game, and the secu-
rity around Babe Zaharias Memorial Sta-
dium seems more fitting for heads of state
than for cheerleaders from this East Texas
refinery town. The extra precautions fol-
low the shooting last month of a 15-year-old
Galveston, Texas, student. While watching

‘a game at the stadium, Antonio Gonza-

les was seriously wounded by a bullet fired .

from outside the stadium.

Scars have been jeft on Beaumont, too.
Citing safety concerns, the band and drill
team from visiting Vidor High School
don't attend the game. Four of its 13
cheerleaders are absent. And most of
Vidor's students stay home.

““There’s not as much spirit,” says Vi-
dor cheerleider Amy Chesser at half-
time. It doesn't fee} the same."

Team Spirit?

In fact, high-school football in Beau-
mont, and perhaps throughout the state,
may never be quite the same. The shooting
confirmed growing fears that potential
violence has turned large high-school ath-
letic events into danger zones. In recent
years, Texas security officials have caught
a small but growing number of spectators
with guns at games. Bloody scuffles in
stadium parking lots have become more
common. And five years ago a student was
wounded by gunfire during a high-school
football game at Houston's Astrodome.

*‘You don't think of the games anymore
in terms of win, lose or draw, but you add a
new dimension to it: the possibility of
violence," says Calvin Williams, principal

- of Central High School's freshman school
in Beaumont, whose team was playing at
the time of the Gonzales shooting. .

Like the violence in classrooms 8cross
the country, the use of deadly force at
high-school football contests sends a chill-
ing message. That is particularly true in
Texas, where the games are almost a
- sacred civic rite, and where stadiums have
jong been considered an insulated world of
camaraderie, teamwork and competition.

Blocking That Shot .

**You'd like to think that what you're
involved in is wholesome and pure and not
corrupt,” says Joe Young, athletic direc-

tor of the Aldine Independent School Dis-
trict in Houston. *‘But then your bubble
gets popped and you realize not a whole lot
of things are like that."”

Nervous schoo! officials have begun to
crack down. High schools in Houston,
Dallas and Fort Worth~as in other parts of
the country — have installed meta] detec-
tors in football stadiums and basketball
gymnasiums. Sometimes schools are sim-
ply redeploying detectors that were bought
for the classroom.

“Hf you already got them, you might as
well use them,” says Ronny White, direc-
tor of athletics for the Fort Worth Indepen-
dent School District, which this year began
using detectors at varsity football games.

Some high-schoo! stadiums are becom-
ing virtual fortresses. Last year at Sprague
Stadium in Dallas, gun-toting spectators
scared off by metal detectors climbed a
spiked wire fence to enter. This year an
eight-foot-high wooden fence has been
built inside the metal barrier. Extra police
officers also have been stationed around
the stadium, which is located-in a neigh-

borhood troubled by strebt gangs.

Professional and college football also.

generates high passions in Texas, but
authorities say throngs of teenagers,
sometimes fueled by alcohol and rabid
team loyalties, make high-school games
particularly dangerous. At the Astrodome,
{for instance, metal detectors are only used
for, high-school games..
+ Unfortunately, keeping weapons out of
stadiums doesn’t guarantee safety. In
Beaumont, the gunman shot through a
fence, hitting young Mr. Gonzales, 8 visi-
tor at the game, amid taunts between the
gunman and several players. After seven
days in the hospital, he says he still attends
school games, but warily. Police have
arrested an 18-year-old in connection with
the shooting. He isn't affiliated with Cen-
tral, police say.

The incident intensified racial divi-
sions between Vidor and Central, which
are only seven miles apart, and forced
delicate negotiations between the two
schools to preserve Central's homecom-
ing. Two years ago, threats of violence
prompted Vidor’s police to give Central's
football team, which is made up mostly of
black members, a special escort when the
squad played a game &t predominantly
white Vidor's home field.

Following the Gonzales shooting, Vidor °

officials requested that the Friday-night
game in Beaumont be moved to the after-
noon — a step that has been taken by
some schools across the country.

In the past several years, five separate
shootings outside high-school stadiums in
Los Angeles have led some schools there to
move games to the daytime - even though
most of the shootings were gang-related
and didn‘t involve students. In Phila-
delphia, the threat of violence has forced
some schools to schedule all their athletic
events during the day.

. Central's officials rejected the idea of

‘an earlier game, but vowed beefed-up

security. Beaumont's police department

g

DATé: 10-5-5"

doubled the number of officers at the game
and assigned members of its special gang
task force. The street behind the visitor's
grandstand was closed. Fans of Central's
Jaguars and Vidor's Pirates were chan-
Reled injo separate parking areas, and
-buses carrying the teams were escorted
-Into and out of the stadium by police.
Despite the effort, the 9,200-seat sta-
*dium is less than haif full at game time.
-Beneath a three-quarters moon, the Cen-
.tral side teems with band members,
-booster clubs and three generations of fans
clad in maroon-colored shirts and hats.

-Homecoming-queen candidates parade

around in blue dresses.

“You don't stop going to restaurants
because there's a shooting at Luby's,”
says Ronnie Shilo, a 1976 Central graduate,
referring to the 1991 massacre three years
agoat a Killeen, Texas, cafeteria, where 23
_people were killed.

- Across the field, Vidor's side seems

fiunerea.l. Only about 100 students out of a

student body of 1,580 show up. About 500
Vidor supporters in all attend. far less than
the 3,200 Vidor fans that typically see
Vidor-Central varsity games.

When Vidor scores a touchdown, the
team's cheerleaders turn on a tape re-
cording of the school fight song, but the
screechy music is barely audible.

Kristen Antill, 8 senior, typically at-
tends Vidor games as the school's mascot.
But this night she left her pirate costume at
home because her mother feared it would
make her a target. *'I wanted to wear it;

. but then again, we have six more games,

so there's no sense taking a chance,” says
Kristen, who is wearing a presumably
less-threatening cheerleader’s outfit.

Central wins, 26-14, but Paul Carswell,
the athletic director for the Beaumont
Independent School District, isn’t celebrat-
ing. “We'd like to get things back to
normal as soon as possible,” he says,
noting that the 4,000 fans who showed up
for Central were fewer than expected. He
may permanently retain the added secu-
rity. If fans are afraid, he says, “it’'s going
to hurt the sport.”

PAGE: AR-/



Progress Report: 15 July 1994

School-Associated Violent Deaths, United States, 1992-1994
CDC IRB Protocol # 1321

Background. The Division of Violence Prevention (DOVP) is working with the U.S.
Departments of Education and Justice and the National School Safety Center to complete a
clescriptive stu&y of violent deaths that occur in--or on the way to or Erom-elementary, middle,
and secondary schools in the United States. The objectives of the investigation are: 1) te
estimate the risk of school-associated homicide, suicide, and firearm-related fatality; and 2) to
identify common features of thesc deaths. The study will rely on existing public records and

. interviews with law enforcement oft’iccrs, school oﬁicials, and local ]'ournalists involved in the
investigation of each case.

Progress to Date. The study protocol has

been drafted and approved by the CDC Fig.1 Schook-Associated Viclent Deaths

Institutional Review Baard. Pilot testingof - 1-  Eridamic Curvs, 1072-18%4

the interview instrument has been completed ’ R
and the final instrument is being prepared. ‘ —
The study will include cases that accurred s

between 1 July 1992 and 30 June 1994. As = ‘T Hig HHEE—

of 15 July 1994, a total of 176 potential TTHHY

cases have been identified. Of these, 92 Kave = ™

been confirmed, and 23 remain under 57 o THHE

investigation. Ptelimim:y &ndings in the .u‘ M ¥ AN AN MW AN A%
table below are limited to confirmed cases. ponoa Y {..':1 Y

Figure One shows the Epidemic Curve from
July 1992 through June 1994. A map of case locations appears on the following page.

p——
W—i‘_

- Variable | Results
Age <20yean: 6l (81%) | 220 yearn: 14 (19%)
Gender male: | 77 (86%) | female: 13 (14%)
Causeof Death - | homicide: 76 (83%) | suicide: 16 (17%)

Time-Line to Completion of Project.

June, July 1994 Complete casc finding and confirmation.
August, September 1994 Data collection, preliminary analysis (frequencies).
October, November 1994 Data analysis.

January 1995 | Prepare final report, MMWR publication.




Schoolf;Associofed Violent Deaths Case Fin

15 July, 1994 |
Copfirmed Cases, N=92

ding Progress

——
D

2

| %
IO X [,\ @3 to S

e ' NNs to 9

...... NCL.t. ‘.
SO NG B
() ;0

s
T - _(
i 2 ,///,

IROOOOE
22029 02¢00%




F:"RG .EDUCATIO\GOALS.001

[

W 00 2 & W &~ W N

D N et et et ek et et ek ped et e
—_ O WV 00 N O W AW N~ O

391

(2) by redesignating sections 8001 through
8005 as secfions 9001 through 9005, respectrvely;
and

(3) by inserting after title VII the following new
title: |

“TITLE VIII-GUN-FREE

- SCHOOLS

“SEC. 8001. GUN.FREE REQUIREMENTS.

“(a) REQUIRMNTS.—

“1) In GENER_AL.—NO assistance may be pro-
vided to any local ;ducaﬁonal agency under this Act
unless such agency has in effect a policy-tequiring
the expulsion from school for a period of not less
than one year of any student who is determined to

. have brought a weapon to a school under the juris-

diction of the agency except such policy may allow
the chief a.dmm:stenng officer of the agency to mod-
ify such expulsion reqmrement for a student on a
case-by-case basis. |

“(2) DEFINITION.—For the purpose of this sec
tion, the term ‘‘weapon” means a firearm as such
term is defined in section 921 of title 18, United
States Code.

“(b) REPORT TO STATE.—Each local educational

25 agency requesting assistance from the State educational
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agency that is to be provided from funds made available
to the State under this Act shall provide to the State, in
the a.pp_li_cation requesting such assistance—

“(1) an assurance that such local educational
agency bas in effect the policy required by sub-
sectiqn (a); and

“(2) a description of the circumstances sur-
rounding any expulsions imposed under the policy

 required by subsection (a), including—
~ “(A) the name of the school concerned;

“(B) the number of students expelled from -

such school; and
“(C) the types of weapons concenié'd.”.
PART C—ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE
SEC. 1041. SHORT TITLE.
" This part may be cited as the “Pro-Children Act of
1994".
SEC. 1042. DEFINITIONS.
As used in this part:
(1) CHILDREN.—The term “children” mians
individuals who bave not attained the age of 18.
(2) CHILDREN'S SERVICES.—The term ‘“chil-
dren’s services” means the provision on a routine or
regular basis of .hea.lt.h., day care, education, or li-

‘brary services—

e
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GUNS AND VIOLENCE:

®]

THE PROBLEM

American children are extremely vulnerable to. firearms.
violence. In 1991, children and -adolescents (ages 0-19) were
the victims of nearly 3,000 homicides, 1,500 suicides, and
over 500 unintentional shootings. Among teenagers 15 to 19

- years old, one of every four deaths is attributable to a

firearm injury. Between 1985 and 1990, the risk of dying
from a firearm injury increased by 87% for teenagers 15 to.
19 years of age. \ - '

Firearm homicide is the leading cause of death among young
black males 15-24 years of age, and young black males in
their twenties face the greatest risk of any age-race-sex
group. For 1988-1991, the homicide rate for all young U.S.
men aged 15-24 was nearly nine times higher than that for
young men in the industrialized country with the next
highest rate (Italy)--the rate for young black men 15-24
years of age was 37 times higher. - :

JUVENILE CRIME:

o

Juveniles account for a disproportionate share of the
reported violent crime increases. Between 1988 and 1992,
juvenile arrests for murder increased by 51%, compared with
9 percent for those aged 18 and older.

Involvement of younger juveniles in violent crimes is

increasing. Between 1990 and 1992, the number of juveniles

under age 15 arrested for violent crimes increased 25
percent. Juveniles are responsible for a small but
significant percentage of all violent crime arrests. 1In

1992, juveniles were responsible for 17.5 percent of all
violent crime arrests. :

SCHOOLS :

o

Nearly 3 million thefts and incidents of violent crime occur
on or near school campuses each year. This equates to
nearly 16,000 incidents per school day or one every six

.seconds.

Nearly one in five students in grades 9-12 reported they had
carried a weapon at least once in a 30-day period.

' Data collected by ED and other national organizations

indicate that approximately 33 persons (students, teachers,
faculty, and others) were killed in schools, on their way to
school, or on school property during the 1991-93 school
year. In the first three months of the 1993-94 school year,
there were six homicides. '



Summary of Enclosed Information:

1. Homicides in Schools, at School Events, and on School Property July 1992-Present
This document is published by the National School Safety Center. It is a list of
homicides identified by school, victim(s), location, and cause of death.

2. Guns at School: National School Safety Center 1993 Clip Search _
This a nationwide list of incidents of guns in schools compiled from newspaper accounts.
A note is made in each incident of whether there was resulting death or injury, including
totals. There are also summaries of results from many cities around the country.

3. School-Related Homicides for the 1991-1992, 1992-1993, and 1993-1994 School Year

ims—ts—a-casv‘bymaehidmga summary of the circumstances of each of the

homicides on school ground for each school yearcemgiled by D ma PC .

4. Metal Detectors
Included is a short summary of things to consider regarding metal detectors in schools.
Prevalence of metal detectors, cost of metal detectors, disruptiveness and effectiveness
are all discussed. In general, studies have shown that they have little impact and are
disruptive to the school environment. Also included are two articles which discuss some
of the issues in communities which have implemented the use of metal detectors.

5 Use of Metal Detectors Among Council of Great City Schools Systems
This survey describes the use of metal detectors in each of the Great City Schools
systems. Metal Detectors are separated into hand held and walk through and basic
security is described.

6. Summary of CDC Study of Attitudes relating to violence
This note is a summary of results from the CDC 1992 survey of student's attitudes about
violence in general and violence in schools.

7. School Crime and Violence Statistics
This is a summary of notable studies on violence in schools from 1978 through 1994.

Important findings from each study are noted.

For more information about this packet, please contact Michele Cavataio at 401-1000



DATE

9/21/92

9/25/92

9/29/92

10/6/92

10/12/92

10/17/92

11/4/92

11/6/92

11/10/92

11/20/92

12/17/92

SCHOOL

South Shore High School
Brooklyn, NY

Miller High School
Fontana, CA

Paramount High School
Paramount, CA

Northbrook High School
Houston, TX

Desert View High School
Tuscon, AZ

James Logan High School
Union City, CA

Cedarcreek Elementary School
Canyon Country, CA

Berkner High School
Richardson, TX

Sherman Elementary School
Chicago, IL

Edward Tilden High School
Chicago, IL

PS 15 (Elementary School)
Brooklyn, NY :

HOMICIDES IN SCHOOLS, AT SCHOOL EVENTS,
TO & FROM SCHOOL, AND ON SCHOOL PROPERTY
JULY 1992 - PRESENT

VICTIM(S)

Damion Ennis, 15
Michael A Arrellano, 15
Sheila Lorta, 16_

Luis Mesa, 16

Oscar Daniel Leon, 16
Thomas E Weinhofer, 41
(father of student)
Leonard Cortez, 12

Sean Cooper, 17

Willie Clayborn

DeLondyn Lawson, 13

Patrick Daly, 48
principal

LOCATION OF HOMICIDE

school hallway
at school

returning to school @ 12pm

nearby elementary school playground

school parking lot

outside high school-waiting for daughter

leaving school @ 3:01pm

CAUSE OF DEATH

stabbed with 4.5" dagger by
classmate, Michael Bubb, 16

stabbed twice by 14 year old
(believed to be gang-related)

caught in gang gunfire
shot in the head

gang fight; shootout
shot with .22

stabbed by group as teens

hit by car while crossing street

school parking lot waiting for football team shot with shot gun

to return from game

school classroom

school hallway

nearby housing project

accidentally shots self while
playing with gun from home

bystander to argument, shot in
back by Joseph White, 15

shot in gang crossfire; Daly
went after 9 yr student who left
the school following a fight



1/8/93

1/12/93
1/18/93
1/21/93
1/22/93
1/28/93
2/4/93

2/8/93

2/17/93
2/22/93
2/22/93
2/24/93
2/26/93

3/11/93

Pequea Valley High School
Leola, PA

Norland High School
Miami, FL

East Carter High School
Grayson, KY

Fairfax High School
Los Angeles, CA

Mission Bay High School
Mission Bay, CA

Hoover High School
San Diego, CA

Mount Eden High School
Hayward, CA

Washington-Dix Street Academy
Washington, DC

North Clayton High School
Clayton County, GA

Cleveland High School
Reseda, CA

Reseda High School
Reseda, CA

Junior High School 25
New York

Gloucester High School
Gloucester, MA

Southeastern High School
Detroit, MI

Timothy Stauffer, 17
Conroy Robinson, 18

Deanna McDavid, teacher
Marvin Hicks, custodian
Demetrius Rice, 16

Mike Johnson, 15

Rafael Romo, 17

school

outside school; after school

school classroom

school; class

off campus fight in front of school

across from school

(student at North Park Summit Alternative Schootl)

Anthony Lovos,_l7
Kenneth W Jackson, 21
James Holliday, 18
Rocio Delgado, 16
Michael Sean Ensley, 17
Angel Jimenez, 15

15 year old sophmore

Montae Rowser, 16

fleeing school; car

doorway to high school

school parking lot

walking home from school

(6 blocks from school)

corridor of school

school hallway between classes

school cafeteria

city bus to school

accidentally shot with pistol by
15 year old

shot repeatedly in chest & legs
held hostage with class and shot
shot

stabbed with screwdriver & knife
(bystander to fight)

stabbed in gang altercation
suicide; shot self

shot 2 hrs after last seen in schl
shot

shot; innocent bystander to gang
confrontation

shot in chest

stabbed with 4" dagger

suicide; shot in head with 22

shot in chest



3/18/93

4/3/93

4/12/93

4/15/93

4/16/93

5/21/93

5/24/93

8/9/93

8/31/93

9/2/93

9/18/93

9/25/93

10/12/93

10/14/93

Harlem High School
Harlem, GA

Grant High School
Sacramento, CA

Dartmouth High School
Dartmouth, MA

Ford Middle School
Acushnet, MA

Grant High School
Sacramento, CA

Boston High School
Boston, MA

Upper Perkiomen High School
Norristown Red Hill, PA

Lafayette Elementary School
Los Angeles, CA

Harper High School
Atlanta, GA

Roosevelt High School
Dallas, TX

Central Middle School
Sheridan, WY

Weatherless Elementary School
Washington, DC

Dover High School
New Castle, DE

Redford High School

Rodricas Gibson, 15
Vodrick Johnson, 16
Jason Robinson, 16

Carole Day, 51
(school nurse)

Fred Lawson, 43
(little league coach)

Telly Coleman

Michael Swann, 16
Catherine Tucker, 46
(school cross guard)
Marcus Taylor, 15
DeMarkous McLemore, 15
Kevin Newman, 29
Kervin Brown, 23

Launice Smith, 4

Laura Moyer, 16

Frank Miles, 15

school hallway

school baseball field

school; in class

school

varsity baseball game at school

subway station leaving school

school; biology class

school crossing guard abducted

school cafeteria

school hallway

school football field; gym class

football game at schoolyard

school bathroom

bus stop in front of school-leaving

shot by 9th grader
shot with shotgun
stabbed with knife by teen

intruders looking for classmate

shot with shotgun in back;

held hostage by intruder

shot in head by stray bullet
shot twice

shot in head with 9mm; suspect
was bullied by victim

shot in head once

suicide; shot self

shot

suicide; shot self after shooting
randomly at students

shot

suicide; shot self with .32

shot



10/18/93

10/28/93

10/31/93

11/93

11/93

11/93

11/4/93

11/26/93

11/30/93

12/1/93

12/3/93

12/16/93

1/20/94

Detroit, MI

Kecoughtan High School
Hampton, VA

Gladstone Middle School
Hazelwood, PA

Eureka Elementary School
Granite Bay, CA

Sullivan High School
Chicago, IL

Ridgely Elementary School
Springfield, IL

Snyder, OK

New Britain High School
New Britain, CT

Manual High School
Denver, CO

Center High School
Kansas City, MO

Wauwatosa West High School

Wauwatosa, W1

English High School
Roxbury, MA

Chelsea High School
Chelsea, MI

Hacienda Heights High School

Javal Allen, 16
Michael Rozgonyi, 15

Cherilyn Hawkley, 39
(teacher)

K

Kati Faber, 15
Harold Page III, 14

Rebecca Maloyed, 14
Allen Michael Calvin, 8
Nikoles Bamnett, 11
Tommy Joe Pruett, 9

Miguel DeJesus Jr, 18
Geronimo Maestas

23 year old male

Dale Breitlow, 46
(asst. principal)

Louis Brown, 16
Joseph Piasecki, 47
(superintendent)

Benjamin Barraza, 17

at school

school bus stop-leaving school
abducted from schpol on 10/29
outside school

outdoor stairwell at school

school bus-leaving school

school grounds

walking home

front of school; waiting to pick up
cousin from basketball game:
school; 2nd floor hall

walking to school

school staff meeting

after school dispute in school parking lot

stabbed in school argument
stébbed in neck with penknife
by suspect (Sean Bane, 14)

strangled; body found in van
death occured 10/29 or 10/30

shot in back with semiautomatic

shot twice in head

truck hit school bus

shot

shot for Bronco jacket

shot

shot

shot

multiple gunshot wounds;

shot by science teacher

shot



1/21/94

1/25/94

1/27/94

1/28/94

2/94

2/94

2/8/94

2/1/94

2/15/94

2/20/94

3/15/94

TOTAL FOR 1992 (4 months): 11

Los Angeles, CA

Kennard High School Joseph Leon Olivo, 17
Kennard, TX

Riverwood High School Brandon Williams
Atlanta GA

Washington Elementary School ~ Osvaldo Mojarro Rios, 22
San Jose, CA

Charles A Mooney Middle School Paul Wallace, 15
Cleveland, OH

Whitman Middle School Neal Summers

Seattle, WA (teacher)

Lee County, FL James A Adams, 57
(superintendent of schools)

Osborn High School Steven Watkins, 19

Detroit, Ml (special education student)

Valley View Junior High School ~Chad Patrick Hubbard, 14
Simi Valley, CA

Wallenberg High School Robert Tran, 17

San Francisco, CA

E.O. Smith High School Robert J Gaucher, 62
Mansfield, CT Superintendent

Edward M Downer Elementary  Cecilia Rios, 15
San Pablo, CA

Calendar Year _ hool

school classroom

basketball game after school

car in front of school

school grounds

school

office

school parking lot

boarding school bus-departing

parking lot across from school

school

stairwell of elementary school

TOTAL FOR 1992-93: 33

suicide; shot self with rifle
shot in the head

shot in head and arm

stabbed while getting off bus;
attacked by 4 & beaten

shot

shot

shot while in car

stabbed in heart with knife

shot in head, while defending

a friend who was being attacked

suicide; hung self
body found by custodian

stabbed 18 times; sexually
assaulted; hair stripped



TOTAL FOR 1993: 45 ' TOTAL FOR 1993-94: 35 (to date)

TOTAL FOR 1994: 12



GUNS AT SCHOOL

NATIONAL SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER 1993 CLIP SEARCH

These figures tracking the occurrence of firearm incidents at school were obtained from newspaper accounts. Death
and injury totals are based upon the accuracy of these news articles. Some dates are approximate — they are the
date assigned by the clipping service and not the date of the actual incident.

Date

1/6

11

1/8

1/10

1/12

1/13

1/14

1715

1/16

1117

118

1120

121

1721

1722

1127

1728

1/28

128

1/29

129

Location

Brentwood High School
Long Island. NY _
George Washington High School
Denver

Pequea Valley High School
Leola, PA

Manuel High School
Denver

Norland High School

Dade County. FL

East High School

Wichita, KS

Glencoe High School
Hillsboro. OR

Heights High School
Wichita, KS

Mountlake Terrace High School
Seattle, WA

Roosevelt Middle School
Glendale. CA

East Carter High School
Grayson. KY

Leestown Middle School
Fayette County. KY
Unnamed school
Philadelphia

Fairfax High School

Los Angeles. CA

Cascade Union High School
Aumsville, OR

Millard Central Middle School
Omaha, NE

Kellogg Middle School
Pordand, OR

Patricia Roberts Harris Ed. Center
Washington, DC

Central Elementary School
Parlier, CA

Williamstown High School
Moanroe Township, NJ

Hill Middle School

Long Beach, CA

0

0

Deaths Injuries

l

0

Weapon

small caliber handgun
replica handgun

pistol

.25 caliber automatic pistol

.32 caliber derringer &
.25 caliber semiautomatic
.38 caliber gun

.25 caliber automatic handgun

pellet pistol

.38 caliber pistol
BB gun
sawed-off shotgun
.357 Magnum
.357 Magnum &

9mm semiautomatic
.25 caliber Raven semiautomatic

pellet gun

.22 caliber handgun

.44 caliber handgun
.357 caliber Magnum &

9mm semiautomatic
handgun



Date
1729

1/93

1193

2/1

22

212

2

22

2/3

2/5

2/5

25

2/5

2/5

217

2/6

2/6

2/6

S

210

2/10

212

213

2/15

Location

Sam Barlow High School
Portland. OR

Conkwright Junior High School
Clark County. KY

Capital High School

Boise, ID

Bryan Junior High School
Omaha, NE

Amityville High School
Amityville, NY

Antelope Valley High School
Lancaster, CA

Williamstown High School
Philadelphia

Allison Middle School
Wichita, KS

Juniper Middle School
Palmdale, CA

Mount Eden High School
Hayward, CA

Virginia City High School
Virginia City, NV

Crawford Middle School
Lexington. KY

A south Minneapolis junior high
Minneapolis

Booker T. Washington High School

Houston

Sanford Middle School
Minneapolis

Poly High School

Long Beach. CA

West High School
Wichita. KS

Badger Springs School
Moreno Valley, CA
Bangor Junior High School
Bangor, PA

McClintock High School
Tempe, AZ

Robinson Middle School
Southeast High School
Wichita, KS

Northwest Classen High School
Oklahoma City

Wooster High School
Sparks, NV

Wooster High School
Sparks, NV

Unnamed middle school
Fort Worth, TX
Bardstown Middle School
Lexington, KY

Dcaths Injuries

0

0

0

0

0

0

Weapon

gun

.25 caliber pistol
handgun

BB gun

small caliber handgun
.25 caliber pistol

.357 Magnum revolver &

Walther P-38 semiautomatic handgun
shotgun & revolver

gun

Lama 45 automatic
.22 pistol

gun

.38 caliber revolver

shots fired into campus

.44 caliber Magnum &

.380 caliber semiautomatic handgun
.357 caliber handgun

.25 caliber semiautomatic handgun
.38 caliber pistol

32 caliber pistol
22 caliber pistol

.38 caliber pistol
BB gun
semiautomatic weapon

.25 caliber pistol



Date
520

521

sni

524

528

5128

5129

5/93

6/4

6/4

6/12

6/13

6/15

6/17

6/24

6/30

6/93

"

m

78

mns

120

83

8126

8/31

Location

Management School

Charlotte, NC

Stephen Decatur Middle School
Prince George's County, MD
Webster Middle School
Milwaukee

(2 separate incidents)

Upper Perkioman High School
Red Hill, PA

Stewart Elementary School
Toledo, OH

Coulwood Middle School
Charlotte, NC

Norte Vista High School
Riverside, CA

Forest Hills Elementary School
Shreveport, LA

Georgetown Elementary School
Columbus, GA

Germantown High School
Philadelphia

Leslie Middle School

Salem, OR

Montclair School

Van Nuys, CA .

Nathan Hale Junior High School
Omaha. NE

Edgewood Senior High School
Winslow. NJ

Sylmar High School

Sylmar. CA

Franklin Leaming Center
Philadelphia

Edison High School

Fresno, CA

Mission High School

San Francisco

Benson High School

Omaha, NE

Schenley High School
QOakland, PA

Clearwater Intermediate School
Paramount, CA

John F. Kennedy High School
Paterson, NJ

Theodore Roosevelt High School
New York City

Pinellas Park High School
Pinellas County, FL

Mount Healthy High School
Colerain Township, OH
Harper High School

Adanta

Dcaths Injurics

0

0

0

0

0

0

Weapon
.32 caliber revolver

shotgun

BB nfle
.380 caliber semiautomatic handgun

9mm Ruger handgun
9mm semiautomatic

.25 caliber pistol

.22 caliber pistol
handgun

.357 Magnum pistol
9mm & .22 caliber pistol
drive-by shooting
handgun

.25 caliber scmiautomatic handgun
dnive-by shooting

gun

.357 Magnum

.38 caliber handgun

.22 caliber gun

drive-by shooting

.25 caliber semiautomatic

facsimile gun
gun

.22 caliber handgun



Date
2/16

217

2/18

219

219

2/19

2120

222

2/25

2/25

2125

2/26

2/26

2/93

2/93

2/93

Location

Harding Middle School

Des Moines, 1A

Ventura High School
Ventura, CA

Nogales High School

La Puente, CA

Tates Creek Middle School
Fayette County, KY

Rio Mesa High School
Oxnard, CA

Edgewood Junior High School
Winslow, NJ

Sonora High School

La Habra, CA

Beech Grove Middle School
Beech Grove, IN

Reseda High School

Reseda, CA

South Park High School
Buffalo, NY

John O'Connell High School
San Francisco

Los Cerritos Intermediate School
Thousand Oaks, CA

School bus

Milford, Ml

Wilson Acad./International Studies

San Diego

Leestown Middle School
Lafayette High School
Fayette County. KY
Jordan High School

Long Beach. CA

South Salem High School
Salem, OR

Herrick Avenue Elementary School

Sylmar, CA

Unnamed school

Santa Ana, CA

Callanan Middle School
Des Moines, 1A

Kimball High School
Dallas

Tiverton High School
Tiverton, RI

Castaic Middle School
Santa Clarita Valley, CA
High School South
Middletown Township, NJ
Hall Elementary School
Harlan, KY
Washington-Dix Street Academy
Washington, DC

Deaths Injuries
0 0
0 0
0 1
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
i 0
0 1
0 0
0 0
0 1
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
1 0
0 0
1 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
1 0

Weapon
.22 caliber semiautomatic handgun

25 élibcr handgun

shots fired at baseball field
BB gun

handgun

.25 caliber automatic
handgun

44 caliber revolver

small caliber handgun

sawed-off shotgun

sawed-off shotgun

9mm handgun

toy guns
.38 pistol

9mm pistol
45 caliber handgun

replica .45 caliber semiautomatic

handgun

gun

gun

starter's pistol

gun



Date
2/93

2/93

2/93

2/93

2/93

3/1

3/1

312

n

33

3/4

3/4

3/5

3/5

3/5

3/6

3/6

3/6

39

3/9

K13

3/11

3/11

3/11

3/12

Locatioa

Gloucestcr High School
Gloucester. MA

Palmetio High School
Miami

Davidson High School

San Rafael, CA

Parsippany High School
Parsippany, NJ

Lincoln Middle School
Alameda, CA

North Clayton High School
Clayton County, GA

Niguel Hills Intermediate School
Laguna Niguel, CA

High School South
Middletown Township, NJ
Hart High School

Santa Clarita. CA

LeConte Junior High School
Los Angeles. CA

Ventura High School
Ventura, CA

Dartmouth Middle School
San Jose, CA

Webster Junior High School
Los Angeles. CA

Victor Valley High School
Victorville. CA

Bingham Middle School
Kansas City. MO

Valley View High School
Moreno Valley, CA

Maclay Junior High School
Pacoima. CA

Emerson Elementary School
Riverside, CA

Grandview Middle School
Kansas City, MO

McKell Middle School
Greenup, KY

Lee's Summit High School
Kansas City, MO

Dcaths Injuries

1

0

0

Manassas Park Intermediate School 0

Manassas Park, VA

Notre Dame High School
Sherman Oaks, CA
Woonsocket Middle School
Woonsocket, RI

ML San Jacinto Continuation School 0

Cathedral City, CA
Calle Mayor Middle School
Torrance, CA

0

0

0

0

Weapon
.22 caliber handgun

pistol
semiautomatic pistol
.22 caliber revolver &

.22 caliber semiautomatic
2 pistols

semiautomatic handgun

toy gun

gun

gun

sawed-off shotgun

.22 caliber semiautomatic handgun
9mm pistol

sawed-off shotgun

.22 caliber pistol

.45 caliber semiautomatic

replica .22 caliber pistol

gun battle across street

.22 caliber handgun

gun

.25 caliber handgun

.32 caliber semiautomatic pistol
.38 caliber revolver, model 9mm pistol &
.380 caliber semiautomatic
handgun

drive-by shooting

.38 caliber handgun



Date
3/16

3/18

3/18

3/18

3/18

321

3122

37125

326

3/31

3731

3/93

393

3/93

3/93

3/93

3/93

472

42

4/2

4/3

49

4/9

Location

Talbert Middle School
Huntington Beach. CA
Han High School

Santa Clanita. CA

Harlem High School
Harlem, GA

Rancho Verde High School
Moreno Valley, CA
Jordan High School

Long Beach, CA

Richland High School
Richland, PA

Washington High School
Washington, PA
Westinghouse High School
Pittsburgh

Brownsville Area Senior High
Fayette County, PA
Walker Middle School
Milwaukee

Arcadia High School

- Arcadia. CA

Gar-Field High School

Dale City, VA

Serra High School

San Juan Capistrano. CA
Chippewa Valley High School -
Macomb County, Ml

Jefferson Middle School
Oklahoma City

Clovis West

Clovis. CA

Palm Springs High School
Palm Springs, CA

Hufford Junior High School
Chicago

Tri-Community Elementary School
Dauphin County, PA

Quail Hollow Middle School
Charlotte, NC

Marina High School
Huntington Beach, CA

Tummer Elementary School
Washington, DC

McGarvin Intermediate School
Westminster, CA

ABLE Alternative School
Tigard, OR

Westside Middle School
Omaha, NE

Zia Middle School

Las Cruces, NM

Dcaths Injurics

0

0

0

0

Weapon
.38 caliber pistol

gun

.380 caliber semiautomatic pistol
.25 caliber semiautomatic pistol
.32 caliber

gun

gun

.357 Magnum

.22 caliber handgun

Beretta handgun

.38 caliber handgun

.25 caliber semiautomatic handgun
.22 caliber handgun

.22 caliber semiautomatic

.38 caliber gun

handgun

.32 caliber semiautomatic

gun

.38 caliber pistol

police issue 9mm pistol
.357 Magnum

.25 caliber automatic

peliet gun



Date
413

/14

415

/15

4/16

4122

422

4/25

427

4/28

4/30

4/30

493

4/93

5/1

M

5/13

5/13

S/14

5/14

516

511

5120

5720

5120

5120

Location

Carver High School

Atlanta

Ford Middle School

Acushnet. MA

Prentice Middle School

Prentice. W1

Oregon Trail Junior High School
Olathe, KS

Alonzo Crim Comprehensive High

Atlanta

Harvey High School
Painesville. OH

Surline Middle School
Tawas City, Ml

Snowden School

Riverview Middle School
Memphis, TN

West Roxbury High School
Boston

Millbrook High School
Raleigh. NC

Weaver High School
Hartford, CT

River Trails Middle School
Mount Prospect. IL

Bentley Elementary School
Chicago -
Laurel Highlands Senior High
North Union Township. PA
Redwood High School
Corte Madera. CA

Gilpin Elementary School
Denver

Floral Park Memorial High School

Floral Park. Long Island, NY

Beckham Bates Elementary School

Whitesburg, KY

Somerset High School
Somerset, MA

Nimitz High School

Irving, TX

Sacred Heart School

Camden, NJ

Princeton High School
Princeton, WV

Southern Hills Middle School
Boulder, CO

Mascenic Regional High School
New Ipswich, NH

Merrill Middle School
Oshkosh, WI

On a school bus

Los Angeles

0

0

(=]

(]

Dcaths Injurics

0

0

Weapon

starting pistol

.38 caliber revolver

.38 caliber revolver

.22 caliber pistol

shotgun

.22 caliber automatic

sawed-off shotgun

.25 caliber handgun

handgun

gun

semiautomatic pistol

.25 caliber semiautomatic pistol
.32 caliber revolver

.22 caliber revolver

.25 caliber automatic

gun

2 pistols &
sawed-off shotgun
pistol

sawed-off shotgun

.25 caliber semiautomatic handgun



Date  Location Deaths Injurics Wecapon

9/1 Junction City Senior High School 0 1
Junction City, KS

9/2 Roosevelt High School 1 0
Dallas

91 Lecanto High School 0 0 .22 caliber handgun
Lecanto, FL

9/8 South Iredell High School 0 1
Charlotte, NC

978 Dorsey High School 0 1
Los Angeles

9/9 South Mountain High School 0 1 drive-by shooting
Phoenix

9/9 Shaw Junior High School 0 0 semiautomatic weapon
Washington, DC

9/9 Roosevelt High School 0 0 handgun
Des Moines, 1A

9/10  Shippensburg High School 0 0 semiautomatic gun
Shippensburg, PA '

9/10  Kalani High School 0 0 .30 caliber rifle

. Honolulu

9/13  George Wythe High School 0 1
Richmond, VA

9/13  Susquenita High School 0 0 .25 caliber semiautomatic handgun
Duncannon, PA

9/16  Milwaukee Trade & Technological 0 1
Milwaukee

9/17  Central Middle School 1 4
Sheridan, WY

9/17  Downers Grove South High 1 0 gun
Chicago

9/17  New Richmond High School 0 0 9mm Smith & Wesson
Cincinnati

9/183  Immaculaia High School 0 1 gun
Somerville, NJ '

9/18  Blue Springs South High School 0 0 45 caliber handgun
Blue Springs, MD

9/19  Poly High School 0 1
Riverside, CA

9/20  Leuzinger High School 0 1 semiautomatic pistol
Lawndale, CA

9/20  Durham High School 0 0 gun
Durham, NC

9/21  Norwood Middle School 0 0 starter gun -
Cincinnati '

9/22  Norwood Middle School 0 0 BB gun
Cincinnati

9/24  North High School 0 0 replica gun
Salem, OR

9/25  Highland Elementary School 0 0 .25 caliber gun
Omaha, NE

9/23  Shippensburg High School 0 0 9mm Astra
Shippensburg, PA



Date  Location Deaths Injuries Weapon

9/28  Lecanto High School 0 0 .25 caliber automatic handgun
Lecanto, FL

9/28  On a school bus 0 0 pellet pistol
Indianapolis

9/30  Mission High School 0 1
San Francisco

9/30  Case High School 0 0 .18 caliber revolver
Town of Mount Pleasant, W1

9/30  Woodward High School 0 0 gun
Columbus. OH

9/93  Westminster High School 0 0 handgun
Westminster, CA

10/4  McKay High School 0 0 2 BB guns
Salem, OR

10/5  John F. Kennedy High School 0 0 .38 caliber pistol
Richmond, VA

10/5  Cooley High School : 0 - 1 drive-by shooting
Detroit - '

10/6  Sprague High School 0 0 .22 caliber handgun & 2 rifles
Salem, OR

10/6  Ralston High School 0 0 - .38 caliber Colt revolver &
Raiston, NE .357 Magnum

10/7  Bellevue Model Elementary School 0 0 .22 caliber pistol
Richmond. VA

10/8  On a school bus 0 0 sawed-off shotgun
Fort Pierce, FL.

10/8  Linglestown Junior High School 0 0 .25 caliber semiautomatic handgun
Harrisburg. PA

10/8  Liberty school district 0 0 imitation, plastic gun
St. Louis. MO

10/  Marine View Middle School 0 0 2 guns
Huntington Beach, CA )

10/9  La Junta Middle School 0 0 .22 caliber semiautomatic handgun
La Junta, CO '

10/14  Olathe East High School 0 0 .25 caliber handgun
Olathe, KS

10/15  San Clemente High School 0 0 7 handguns & 1 rifle
San Clemente, CA

10/15 Englewood High School 0 1
Englewood, CO

10/17  Dover High School 1 0 .32 caliber handgun
Dover, DE

10/19  J.H. Johnson Junior High 0 1
Washington, DC

10720  Osbom High School 0 1 drive-by shooting
Detroit

10121 Lemoyne Middle School 0 0 replica .357 Magnum
Wormleysburg, PA :

10/22  Woodbridge High School 0 0 Beretta 9mm semiautomatic handgun
Irvine, CA

10726  Brookfield Central High School 0 0 .22 caliber revolver
Brookfield, WI



Date
10726

10/26
1027
10127
10127
11/4

11/4

/5

1178

11/9

11/9

11710
/11
/1
11/12
11/12
11/13
/15
11/16
1/17
117
11/18
11/18
11/18
11/19

11/19

Location

Laure] Highlands Senior High
North Union Township, PA
Abraham Lincoln High School
Denver

Paterson School No. 10
Paterson, NJ

Washington High School

San Francisco

Armand Larive Junior High
Hermiston, OR

Kenowa Hills High School
Kenowa Hills, Ml

New Britain High School
New Britain, CT

North Hills High School stadium
Pittsburgh

Rowland-Scott Intermediate
Harrisburg, PA

On a school bus

Warren Township, IN
Harrisburg High (Harris Campus)
Harrisburg, PA

Bethel-Tate High School
Cincinnati

Northeast Middle School
Grand Rapids. Ml

Forest Hills Central Junior High
Forest Hills. Ml

Redford High School

Detroit .

Garfield Junior High School
Hamilton. OH

Independence Elementary
Cherry Creek. CO

A school gymnasium
Hartford, CT

Philomath High School
Philomath, OR

Sullivan High School
Chicago

Gilbert School

Winsted, CT

Hazelbrook Middle School
Tualatin, OR

Dorsey High School

Los Angeles

Greenway Middle School
Pittsburgh

East Pennsboro High School
East Pennsboro Township, PA
Oliver High School

Pittsburgh

Dcaths Injuries

0

0

0

0

0

0

10

Weapon
.28 caliber pistol

handgun
semiautomatic pistol
gun

hunting rifle

9mm handgun

gun

22 caliber handgun
semiautomatic weapon

9mm semiautomatic handgun
.22 caliber derninger

45 caliber pistol

.22 caliber handgun

.25 caliber semiautomatic handgun
BB gun

gunfire spraved into gym

.32 caliber revolver &

.22 caliber semiautomatic
semiautomatic pistol

.22 caliber semiautomatic pistol
.25 caliber pistol

drive-by shooting

.22 caliber handgun

BB gun replica of .45 caliber handgun

7.62mm semiautomatic handgun



Date
11720

11/23

11725

11/29

11730

11793

1272

1272

122

1272

12/3

12/3

12/7

12/8

12/8

1278

12/8

12/8

12/8

12/8

12/9

12/9

12/9

12/10

12/10

12/11

Location

Dorseyville Middle School
Indiana Township. PA

On a school bus

St. Louis. MO

Dillard High School

Miami

O'Bryvant Technical High School
Boston

Center High School

Kansas City. MO

Lincoln High School

Des Moine, IA

Shenandoah Valley Elementary
Chesterfield, MO

Thena Crowder Elementary
Liberty City, FL

Harding Middle School

Des Moines, 1A

Unnamed high school
Martinsville, IN

North Alleghany Intermediate
Pittsburgh

Unnamed school

Gamer. NC

Wilson High School

Long Beach, CA

Parkway West High School
Chesterfield. MO

Kirkwood High School
Kirkwood, MO

Crossland High Schoo!

Prince George's County. MD
Wauwatosa West High School
Milwaukee

Lincoln High School

Des Moines, 1A

Manhattan High School
Manhattan, KS

Ben Davis High School
Wayne Township, IN

Wilson High School

Long Beach, CA

Willingboro Memorial Junior High
Willingboro, NJ

Thousand Oaks High School
Thousand Oaks, CA

Central Park Elementary School
Omaha, NE

Hixson Middie School
Webster Groves, MO

St. Stephen Catholic School
St. Louis

Deaths Injurics

0

0

0

0

0

0

11

Weapon
.32 caliber pistol

.22 caliber nfle
.22 caliber derninger

.22 caliber revolver

.38 caliber gun
starter’s pistol
.38 caliber handgun

.32 caliber revolver

replica gun

.38 caliber revolver
pistol
.32 caliber revolver

.25 caliber semiautomatic weapon

.38 caliber handgun

.38 caliber revolver

gun

.25 caliber semiautomatic pistol &
lookalike 9mm air gun
shotgun

.25 caliber semiautomatic pistol

replica .25 caliber automatic

gun



Date  Location Deaths Injurics Weapon

12/12  North High School 0 1 drive-by shooting
Denver
12/13  Ranson Middle School 0 0 .25 caliber semiautomatic pistol
Charlotte. NC
12/15  Chatsworth High School 0 1
Chatsworth. CA
12/15 Red Land High School 0 0 .40 caliber Glock semiautomatic pistol
Windsor Township, PA
12/15 Swatara Junior High School 0 0 .380 caliber semiautomatic handgun
Swatara Township. PA
12/16  Chelsea High School 1 2
Chelsea, Ml
12/17  Gilroy High School 0 1 .25 caliber semiautomatic pistol
Gilroy, CA
1220 Madison Park High School 0 1
Boston
12/23  Shenandoah Valley Elementary 0 0 .25 caliber Beretta
Chesterfield. MO '
12723  Carlisle High School 0 0 12-gauge shotgun
Carlisle, PA
1224  Stuart Elementary School 0 0 starter's pistol
Willingboro. NJ
1229  Golden High School 0 0 .25 caliber handgun
Denver
12/93 Tonti Elementary School 0 0 9mm handgun
Chicago
Totals 26 71

.. ADDITIONAL 1993 INFORMATION

The following is not included in the above fircarm totals. Some information is overlapping. but most was in written
from not suited to tabulation.

1/15  Wichita, KS
*The weapons incident is the seventh this school year at Heights, $301 N. Hillside. Three involved firearms."

1/1S  Baoning, CA
A former superintendent stated that "about three knives and threc guns are confiscated from Banning students each
year."

2/4 Fairfax County, VA
*During the first three months of the 1991-92 school year, there were 11 expulsion hearings involving eight guns.
In the same period of this school year, there were 17 expulsion hearings involving guns.”

2/5 Antelope Valley, CA
Antelope Valley Union High School District statistics:

Weapons possession (guns, knives. other) for 1989-90, 33; for 1990-91, 41; for 1991-92, 87.
Percent of change, 1990 to 1992: +163%

12



2/6 Moreno Valley, CA

“In 1990-91. the last vear for which figurcs arc available. Morcno Valley Unified School District trustees expelied
70 students for bringing weapons to campus..."

27 Thousand Oaks, CA _
Five students have been expelled for carrying guns in the last 18 months.

217 Simi Valley, CA
Four students have been expelled for carrying guns in the last 18 months.

2/8 Santa Ana, CA
“Santa Ana Unified School District confiscated 15 real handguns from students last year, but only four look-alike
guns.”

2/9 Arizona

Firearm incidents in Arizona schools include the following cities:

Gilbert. two incidents, pointing a gun at a group of youths and a suicide threat at school's football stadium: and
Chandler, a teplica gun pointed at a P.E. teacher’s head.

2/11  Washington, DC _
*Last school year, 78 firearms were confiscated in D.C. schools, nearly twice the number taken two years earlier,
155 knives were scized, three times as many as two years earlier.”

3/4 Baltimore

The Baltimore school system reported trends in the first scmester: *A slight increase in gun incidents, 28. in the
first five months, compared with 25 in the first four months the 1992 school year.” . . . "A total of 83 instances of
deadly weapons possession. up from 66 in the same period a year before.”

3/9 Boston .

Referring to a survey by the Massachusetts Department of Education—"The survey of nearly 2.000 high school
students statewide found that 37 percent of boys and 7 percent of girls report arming themselves with guns. knives,
or other weapons. For all high school students. the percentage carrving a weapon increased to 22 percent from 16
percent in 1990, the last year a similar survey was done.” ' -

3/13  Washoe County, NV
Confiscated weapons in Washoe schools from September to the present totaled: 77 weapons, including 10 BB guns
or air pistols, 8 other guns, 43 knives, 16 others including throwing stars, billy clubs, bats, etc.

3121 i’hiladelphia
*There have been about 45 weapons offenses involving guns so far this school year..."

S/21  Los Angeles

*From 1986 to 1993, there were at least 32 reported shootings on California high school and elementary school
campuses, resulting in 22 deaths and 60 injuries according 10 the task force.” (Referring to a task force headed by
Sen. Teresa Hughes, D-Inglewood)

§/21  Clayton County, GA
* .21 children brought guns to school this year."

§/21  Cobb County, GA
* _administrators confiscated more guns from students last year than in the previous 15 years combined.”

13



6/23  Dctroit
*Since last August. 81 middle school students have been expelled. suspended or transferred for gun

possession—exactly the same number as in high school. according to district discipline records. Weapons ranged
from starter pistols to sawed-off shotguns.”

6/27  Fairfax County, VA
Forty-two students were recommendcd for expulsion this ycar for posscssion of guns.

112 Los Angeles

*..the Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education made expulsion automatic for any student caught
with a gun. As a result. 90 students were expelled between Feb. 1 and May 17, double the number in the same
period last year." (Weapon range included a Taser gun. a variety of semiautomatic firearms, replica guns, and a
sawed-off shotgun.)

8/15  Miami

During the 1992-93 school year, 112 guns were seized on campus. Firearms ranged from BB guns to
semiautomatic weapons.

9/3  San Diego

The San Diego Unified School District confiscated 30 guns on school campuses last year (1992-93). In the 1991-92
school year, 17 guns were taken.

9/4 Dallas
Guns confiscated on Dallas campuses last year: 95.

9/4 Pacific Grove, CA

Two guns, a .32 caliber revolver and a .45 caliber semiautomatic pistol. both wrapped in newspaper, were found in
a storeroom abutting a classroom at Pacific Grove High School.

919 Oakland, CA
Number of firearms confiscated by Oakland school police:

High schools Junior ‘middle schools Elementary schools
1992-93: 36 1992-93: 18 1992-93: 6
1991-92: 12 1991-92: 14 1991-92: 0

9/16  Baltimore
Felonies reported by school police:

Offense 91-92  92.93
Possession of deadly weapon 136 199 44 involved firearms
Assault with a deadly weapon 67 56 47 invohved firearms

9/24  Salem, OR
*During the 1992-93 school year, the {Salem-Keizer] district expelled 21 students for bringing a gun, look-alike
toy gun, knife or other weapon to school.*

11/3  Chicago
*Police have found 25 guns in and around public high schools since September.” ... "Last year police found 158
guns..." ... "Metal detectors caught 525 students with weapons, including guns, knives, chains and mace.”

12/14 St Louis

Reference to St. Louis public schools: “In the 1992-93 school year, the district found 17 guns—10 brought on or
near school grounds by students, seven by outsiders..."

14



12/15 Long Beach, CA
According to Long Bcach school administrators. fircarm confiscations have risen gradually.

School year Guns seized in district
1990-91 24
1991-92 30
1992-93 37

1/24/94 Wisconsin

"Five school superintendents from districts in central and western Wisconsin confirmed there were one or two gun-
related incidents in their districts in the last year ... " Schools mentioned were: Black River Falls High School,
Blair-Taylor High School, Onalaska High School. Arcadia High School, and Tomah High School.

1/28/94 San Jose, CA
"Police department statistics report 45 incidents involving guns on campuses from Jan. 1, 1993, through Dec. 20,

1993" Department of Education survey reported 175 incidents of guns on campuses in San Jose for the same
period. :

Last revised 3/9/94
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SCHOOL-RELATED HOMICIDES
FOR THE

1991-1992 SCHOOL YEAR

o New York City (February 1992): Two youths were shot in the
hallway of a New York City high school, while police (there were
13 school guards and 10 police officers at the school when the
shooting occurred) stood 15 feet away. That evening, a friend of
the slain youths shot himself in the head when a gun he was
holding accidentally went off as he talked with other distraught
students on the phone. He died several days later.

o New Orleans (March 1992): A 15 year old boy was shot to death
in a fight at his high school about an hour before Secretary
Alexander spoke at a conference in town (New Orleans).

o Los Angeles, California (March 1992): A 17 year old Dorsey High
School Baseball player died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound to
the head while aboard the team bus as it returned from a game.
The starting shortstop was playing Russian roulette in the back
of the bus.

0 Chicago, Illinois (April 1992): A 15 year-old was arrested (and
later--1994--convicted of killing a fellow student DeLondyn
Lawson, also 15. Two other students, both 17 were injured. The
shooting occurred inside Tilden High school, and was happened
over a $40 gambling debt. The perpetrator, Joseph White, fired
a handgun into a crowd of students. He was subsequently
convicted and sentenced to 45 years for first-degree murder, and
25 years for aggravated battery.

o Olivehurst, California (May 1992): A disgruntled former student
wielding a 12-gauge shotgun and a .22-caliber rifle killed three
students and a teacher, wounded 10 others and held dozens of
students hostage for 8.5 hours at a high school before
surrendering late Friday night. The gunman, 20 year old Eric
Houston, entered Lindhurst High Schools in Olivehurst California,
dressed in fatigues with bandoleers full of extra bullets across
his chest. It is believed he bore a grudge against the school
because he had failed a history class there that kept him from
graduating in 1989.



SCHOOL-RELATED HOMICIDES
FOR THE

1992-1993 SCHOOL YEAR

o New York City, (September 23, 1992): A 15-year old sophomore
and varsity football star at South Shore High School in Brooklyn
was fatally stabbed yesterday afternoon by a classmate wielding a
7.5 inch dagger in a hallway fight. A 16-year old student was
seized and disarmed by a dean and a security guard. After the
incident the school announced that it was to be equipped with
metal detectors.

o Dallas, Texas (October, 1992): The traditional rally on the eve
of the Texas-Oklahoma football game turned violent as four
shootings, two stabbings and two assaults left one person dead
and several others injured. More than 500 police officers were on
hand to maintain order.

o Los Angeles, California (October, 1992): A Paramount High
School cheerleader died after she was stuck in the head by a
bullet during gang gunfire. The 16-year old had been crossing the
street in front of the school returning from a McDonald's
restaurant to cheerleading practice. In June another high
profile student was gunned down in the McDonald's when he refused
to give up a compact disc player to gang members. The two-sport
athlete was to have graduated the next day.

o Dallas, Texas (November, 1992): The teen-agers who shot up a
crowded high school parking lot and killed a student committed
three other shootings the same night, wounding three other
people. Four teenagers were arrested (three boys and one girl
aged 16-18). The assailants drove to a high school looking for a
gang member, when they did not find him they decided to shoot the
place up. 2-30 shots were fired in the parking lot where students
gathered to welcome back the football team.

o San Francisco, California (November 1992): A 16-year old boy
pleaded guilty to killing a Union City man who was waiting
outside a high school for his daughter, who was performing in a
band competition. Two other boys--one 11 and one 13--remain in
custody.

o Chicago, Illinois (November 1992): A 15-year old student was
killed and two others injured outside a second-floor science
classroom as students crowded hallways during a break. This was
the second violent death inside a Chicago public school in 10
days. Motives for the shooting remain unclear although police
feel it may be related to gangs or to a dice game. Tilden has
portable metal detectors but they were not used the day of the
shooting.



o December, 1992 (Great Barrington, Mass.) A music student was
charged with shooting to death a teacher and a fellow student and
wounding four other people on the campus of the exclusive Simon's
Rock College of Bard. Wayne Lo 18, of Billings Mont. was arrested
for the kllllngs. Mr. Lo, who was armed with a semiautomatic
rifle appeared in court with a shaved head and wearing a
sweatshirt with the name of the rock band "Sick of It All."

o December 1992 (Brooklyn, NY): The principal of a grade school
in one of Brooklyn's toughest neighborhoods, a man who often took
children by the hand through streets ruled by drug gangs and
violence, was slain in an apparent crossfire yesterday as he
searched for a missing pupil in a crime-ridden housing project.
The victim, Patrick Daly, the 49-year old principal of PS 15 was
out looking for a fourth grade boy who had left school in tears
earlier after a fight with another 9-year old. Mr. Daly was
walking on a rain slicked mall of barren concrete and grassy
plots, surrounded by the dreary, red-brick sprawl of the Red Hook
Houses when the gunfire began to crackle shortly before noon.

o Portland, Conn, (January 1993): A man with an extensive
criminal record led the state police on a wild chase through
rural central Connecticut, stealing a new car from a dealer,
shooting a car salesman, crashlng the car and then hljacklng a
school van with two children aboard before he was killed in a
fierce shootout with police. A 13-year old in the van was also
shot and is in critical condition.

o Los Angeles, California (January 1993): A .357-caliber magnum
handgun taken to school in Los Angeles by a boy, 15, who said he
feared gangs, fired accidentally in class, killing one student
and wounding a second. The armed youth apologized to about 30
classmates and waited for police.

o Gloucester, Mass (Jan. 1993): A 16-year old shot himself during
lunch at a high school in Gloucester, Mass. The boy had asked a
number of friends to join him in the cafeteria because he wanted
to make an announcement. After bantering with his friends, the
student reached into his bag, pulled out a .22-caliber handgun,
put it to his head, and pulled the trigger. The student later
died.

o Washington, DC (February 1993): A 21-year old student was found
fatally shot in a doorway of a DC high school nearly two hours
after he was last seen in class. The student may have been killed
in a robbery. The school--Washington Dix Street Academy--offers
an alternative education program for 278 students, dropouts, from
16-38 years old. Washington-Dix uses security officers, a metal
detector, doors that cannot be opened from the outside and a
policy that prohibits students from leaving the campus during
school.

o Los Angeles, California (February 1993): A 17-year old was shot
and killed at Reseda High School by a 15-year old classmate as a



dozen teen-agers looked on. This is the second time in a month
that a student has been gunned down on a Los Angeles Unified
School District campus. This shooting came less than three weeks
after the district launched an unprecedented program of random
metal-detector spot checks for weapons. Robert Heard, a Reseda
High football player confronted Michael Ensley in a corridor of
the school's science building during a midmorning snack break and
fired once, hitting Ensley once, as other students watched.

o Los Angeles, California (February 1993): A 17-year old was shot
to death as he was driving to school with his brother and cousin.
Jose Luis Lopez a senior and varsity soccer player at Century
High School, was shot once in the head just before 8 am and died
at the scene, two blocks from the school. A 17-year old gang
member was arrested.

o Harlem, Georgia (March 1993): A high school student opened fire
in a school hallway, killing one teenager and injuring another.
Rodricas Gibson, 15, died after the shooting at Harlem High
School. The other injured student was in surgery. A 15-year old
ninth grader was arrested and taken to the Columbia County jail.

o Lawrenceville, NJ (March 1993): A 17-year old high school
student was charged with homicide in the shooting at Rider
College that left one man dead. The shooting occurred in the
parking lot next to the Student Center about 2:30 a.m. at the end
of a party in the center that was sponsored by the Phi Beta Sigma
fraternity. Neither the alleged offender nor the victim attended
Rider. While no alcoholic beverages were available at the party
the campus weekly newspaper said there was a sense on campus that
the event was "BYOB"--Bring Your Own Beer. There were beer
bottles all over the parking lot.

o Dartmouth, Mass (April 1993): Three teenagers armed with a
baseball bat, a billy club and a buck knife burst into a high
school (Dartmouth High School) social studies classroom and
fatally stabbed a 16-year old freshman. The dead student, Jason
Robinson, was apparently a bystander in a feud between two groups
of teen-agers who had been trading insults. While Jason's
American government teacher wrestled the teen-ager with the
baseball bat to the floor, another of the youths pulled out the
knife and stabbed Jason in the stomach. Two of the three
perpetrators attended the same high school, none had a criminal
record.

o Acushnet, Mass (April 1993): Officials at Ford Middle School
were talking about increasing security because of the killing in
Dartmouth, Mass when a 42-year old (David Taber) entered the
school carrying a 12-gauge shotgun. After witnessing the school
nurse (Carole Day) shot to death in her office, the principal
walked the man down the hall. When the opportunity presented
itself the principal wrestled the alleged perpetrator to the
floor. No motive for the killing was given. The perpetrator was
sent to Bridgewater State hospital for a psychiatric evaluation.




o Chicago, Illinois (April 1993): Dantrell Davis, a 7-year old,
was killed by a sniper's bullet as he walked to school with his
mother.

o Irving, Texas (May 1993): Jose Balderas, 17 was fatally shot in
the head in an Irving, Texas high school hallway by a classmate
during a dispute over girls. A 17-year old was taken into custody
a few minutes after the shooting about one block from the school,
and a .38-caliber gun was found at his girlfriend's house.

o Upper Permikiomen, Pennsylvania (May 1993): Michael Swann a
student at Upper Permikiomen High School was killed by a fellow
15-year old student. The perpetrator, Jason Michael Smith,
pulled a 9mm Ruger from his book bag and shot Michael Swann as he
sat in his first period biology class. The killing occurred in
front of 22 other students. Mr. Smith pled guilty to third
degree murder. He stated that he shot Mr. Swann because he
punched and kicked him and made him look like an ass.



SCHOOL-RELATED HOMICIDES
FOR THE

1993-1994 SCHOOL YEAR

o Atlanta, Georgia (September 1993): A ninth-grade student
(Marcus Taylor age 15) died after being shot in a crowded
lunchroom at Atlanta's Harper High School by another student with
whom he had been feuding for months. Another 10-grader was
wounded in the shooting. The student was shot with a .22-caliber
handgun that was obtained from home. The two students who were
shot attacked the perpetrator earlier in the week. About 150
students were in the cafeteria when the shooting began.

This is the first student homicide at a metro school since 1989,
when a Harper High student was fatally beaten by another student.
Incidents involving guns--while still relatively rare--are an
increasing concern. A recent poll by the Journal-Constitution
found that one out of every three children in metro Atlanta knows
someone who has brought a gun to school.

o Dallas, Texas (September 1993): A 15-year old Dallas student
was fatally shot by a fellow student in a crowded hallway at
Roosevelt High School. DeMarkous McLemore, known by the nickname
of "Ice Cream" was shot under the chin at point-blank range in
what police call a continuing dispute. A 1l6-year old youth,
identified as the shooter, turned himself into police later in
the day. The principal of Roosevelt stated that they used metal
detectors--Roosevelt has two walk-through metal detectors,
including one that is battery-powered, and several hand held
scanning wands--virtually every day for the last two school
years. However, the detectors were not in use the day of the
shooting because they did not work.

This is the second incident in the Dallas area. In August (1993)
a Colony High School student (located in the Lewisvile school
district) was shot in the shoulder at a school orientation
program.

o Sheridan, Wyoming (September 1993): A man walked onto a school
field today with a rifle and a handgun and started firing at
children in a gym class, wounding four before killing himself.
Two of the students were hospitalized, but none were seriously
injured. Kevin Newman, 29, shot at random at sixth- and seventh-
graders and died at a hospital later. No reason was given for
the shooting, except that Mr Newman recently received a less than
honorable discharge from the Navy.



o Los Angeles, California (September 1993): Felita Jerer was
found dead in the breezeway on Marvin Avenue Elementary School
one half hour before school was about to begin. It was unclear
whether the single 36-year old woman was shot or died of an
overdose.

o Hampton, Virginia (October 1993): A 1l6-year old junior at
Kecoughtan High School was stabbed to death by a fellow student
who wielded a stiletto like knife during a fight that started in
the school and spilled into a parking lot. The victim, Javal
Allen bled to death after he stumbled back into the school
cafeteria. A teenage suspect was arrested. The fight broke out in
a hallway near the cafeteria. The victim and assailant pushed one
another out the school to the sidewalk out side the school, where
the perpetrator pulled a knife and stabbed the victim in the
neck.

o Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (October 1993): A 15-year old West
Mifflin boy was fatally stabbed at a school bus stop where he and
three friends reportedly had gone to beat up a 13-year old. The
victim, Michael Rozgonyi and the 13-year old had been involved in
an ongoing dispute over a girl. The victim and his friends were
waiting for the 13-year old when he got off his school bus. A
fight ensued and the 15-year old was stabbed.

o Hazelwood, Pennsylvania (November 1993): Sean Bane, a l4-year
old, 93 pound youth, was charged in the killing of a 15-year old
who challenged him to a fight. The fight took place seconds
after the Sean Bane got off a school bus on his way home from
Gladstone Middle School in Hazelwood. Four boys including the
victim, Michael Rozgonyi of West Mifflin, were waiting for him.
After an altercation where several punches were thrown Sean
struck the victim in the neck with a pen knife.

o New Britian, Conn (November 1993): A masked gunman shot and
critically wounded a student in front of New Britian High School
just before classes began. The victim, Miguel De Jesus, 18 years
old, was a member of the Latin Kings street gang. He was in
critical condition and near death in the hospital's intensive
care unit after surgery for multiple gunshot wounds. Mr. DeJdesus
was returning to school for the first time after a two-week
suspension for fighting, was shot as he walked into the
building's entrance as school buses were arriving. He was shot
be several assailants who jumped out of a car. The shooting
caused a considerable amount of disruption at the school, many
parents arrived to take their children home. (I believe this
student died as a result of his injuries).

o Chelsea, Michigan (December 1993): A Chelsea high school
teacher walked out of a meeting at Chelsea High School and came
back with a gun about an hour after classes ended for the day and
fatally shot the school superintendent Joseph Piasecki, 47.
Wounded were Principal Ronald Mead and union representative



Philip Jones.

o Wauwatosa, Wisconsin (December 1993); Associate Principal Dale
Breitlow of Wauwatosa West High School was gunned down in a
second-floor hallway of the school as he begged for his life.
Leonard McDowell has been charged with Breitlow's murder.

o Boston, Massachusetts (December 1993): A l1l6-year old Roxbury
youth walking to high school was shot and killed. Louis Brown
was walking to school around 7 a.m. with a group of friends when
a single shot was fired from across the street striking the teen
ager in the right side. Several motives were provided for killing
the English High School student. They ranged from a fight over a
piece of pizza; friction between Brown and his friends and other
students in school; and friction between teen-agers from two area
of Boston.

o Norfolk, Virginia (January 1994); Gerard Edwards a freshman at
Norfolk State University was shot and killed while he slept in
his dorm room, his roommate was also shot and is in critical
condition. Another student was arrested for the murder. The
shooting followed two altercations between students from
Washington and students from New York.

o Atlanta, Georgia (January 1994): Three Atlanta teenagers were
arrested after a high school basketball game between rivals led
to a gun battle that left one student dead and three wounded. A
17-year old supporter of the visiting Mays High School team was
killed and two other teens wounded in front of hundreds of
students in the parking lot of a shopping mall about a mile from
the game's site. Police charged two 18-year olds and a 19-year
old as parties to the crime. The youths were thrown out of a
packed Douglass High School gym after a fight erupted at a
concession stand. The students confronted each other late in the
mall parking lot.

o Los Angeles, California (January 1994): A 17-year old Hacienda
Heights high school student was shot and killed on campus in a
dispute that erupted half an hour after classes had ended. The
shooting occurred in the school's parking lot. The victim,
Benjamin Barraza, was a junior and a member of the school's
junior varsity football team. The youth was shot after a car
drove up and its occupants exchanged words with him.

o Seattle, Washington (February 1994): A teacher was found
lying in the school hallway with a gunshot wound to the back. He
later died. Neal Summers, 51, was shot around 6:20 am as he
entered or was about to enter Whitman Middle School. There were
no eyewitnesses to the shooting.

o Simi Valley, California (February 1994): A l4-year old Simi
Valley boy was stabbed to death as he was boarding a school bus
for home. The police quickly arrested a 13-year old schoolmate as
the suspected killer. The victim was a ninth grader who played



baseball for the school. As he was about to board a school bus
he was confronted by a fellow student who was called a "tagger"
and a "wantabe" (want to be a gang member). The two students were
involved in a feud that ran several weeks. The feud escalated
when the alleged perpetrator stole the victims hat, it ended with
a sweep of a hand and a knife to the heart.

o Fort Meyers, Florida (February 1994): A teacher who resigned
citing stress fatally shot his former superintendent and then
turned the gun on himself. Lee County Schools Supervisor James
Adams was shot five time outside his office after greeting gunman
Larry Shelton by offering to shake hands. After shooting the
superintendent Mr Shelton left the building and killed himself in
a nearby parking lot. Although Shelton resigned last fall from a
job teaching special education, he had since applied for a new
teaching position with the district.

o Detroit, Michigan (February 1994): A detroit special education
student was shot to death in Osborn High School's parking lot.
Police said Steven Watkins, 19, was shot in his car while it was
warming up, at about 12:10 p.m. (his brother Darll was shot to
death in his car two years earlier). No motives for the shooting
were provided.

o Mansfield, Conn (February, 1994): Robert Gaucher, the well-
liked superintendtnf of Regional School District 19, hanged
himself at E.O. Smith High School on Sunday evening. The hanging
was ruled a suicide.

o Chicago, Illinois (March 1994): Two Harper High School
sophomores were charged with the murder of a 16-year old high
school student. Police said revenge was the motive for the
slaying. Mensa Johnson, also a student at Harper, was shot in
the head shortly before 8:00 am as he walked to school. The
alleged perpetrator was a gang member who was shot earlier in a
gang confrontation with Mr. Johnson's gang.

o Seattle, Washington (March 1994): Melissa Fernades, a l1l6-year
old high school student, was killed in a drive by shooting. She
was shot in the head as she stood outside her school waiting for
her mother to pick her up. Seven youth have been arrested in
connection with the shooting.

o San Pablo, California (March 1994): A popular 15-year old girl
(Cecilia Rios), described by friends and teachers as gentle and
witty, was found stripped and slain in the stairwell of a San
Pablo elementary school. The discovery was made at the Edward M.
Downer Elementary School, shortly before school was to start. A
17-year old acquaintance of the victim was arrested after
allegedly confessing that he sexually assaulted her, stole her
jewelry and a videotape--then left a red bandanna to fool police
into thinkin it was a gang related incident.



o Butte, Montana (April, 1994): Jeremy Bullock, 11 died a day
after being shot in the head by an angry 10-year old classmate on
a crowded elementary school playground in Butte, Mont. The 10-
year old was being held at a psychiatric center.



Use of Metal Detectors

o Metal detectors, of some fashion, are aused in
Mapproximately 35%30f»theunatlons »100--1argest-school
“districts. This is an increase of approximately 10% in one
year.

Things to Consider--In Discussion of Metal Detectors

o There..is little scientific evidence that they have an
_effect on reducing the amount of weapons brought into a
school. There has been eone-small- study- completed which
indicates that they have some 1mpact on weapons in schools
but not on overall weapon carrying. (see attached study)

o Use of metal detectors began around 1985 in Detroit. New
York City was the first district to purchase metal
detectors.

o MHéy disrupt the normal operation of a school-- at
Jefferson High School in New York Clty, a school containing
gpprox1mate1y 1800 students, geanning students with a hand
heid device, took two and one-half hours®=-The process was
handled by 40 school police officers..

o The operation of detectors are costly and take away from
other needed educational needs--The costs for an actual
metal detector range from §37000 for a walk-through systemn,

Fto $20,000 for a walk-through system with scanner (without
the scanner book bags, purses, etc. need to be examined
individually. A hand-held unit costs approximately $200. The
hiring and training of security personnel needed to operate
these systems is extremely costly. New York City is
expanding the use of metal detectors from 15 schools to 40
schools (by September 1992). The increase in utilization
will cost an additional $28m.

o Metal detectors provide a false sense of security--The
Center for Handgun Violence, as well as other security
officials, acknowledge that metal detectors can be easily
beat. Students learn about other avenues of access to school
(not protected with a detector) or when the detectors are in
use.

o Metal detectors do not solve anything--the problem of
violence is merely displaced, from the school to the school
yard or the community.



Alternatives to Metal Detectors

o Strong policies, that are equitably adhered to, regarding
the possession of weapons.

o Programs that teach students how to peacefully resolve
conflict.

o In cooperation with state and local officials
establishment of Weapons-Free Zones as well as Drug-Free
Zones.

o Development of Safe Haven programs which provide variety
of services to individuals.
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WEAPONS

Despite evidence that they do little to prevent violence

on campuses, metal detectors increasingly are
the choice of school officials seeking to insure safe schools.

Fighting A War

» reports of youth violence mount and achool

campuses in some areas come to resemble min-

iature battlegrounds more than centers of

learning, school districts are increasingly

banking on modem t-d\nolqy to help them
solve their bl security pr

Nsﬂyﬁmtdhuﬁoﬂllwmm
school districts currently use meta) detectors, up from 25
percent last summer, acrording to the National School
Safety Center in Westlake Village, Calif

Yet, while many districts are enthusiastically embrac-
ing the technology. litue scientific evidence exists to sug-
gest that such devices have any eflect on reduang the
presence of weapons or the number of viclent incidents oo
school grounds

In fact, there is a disturbing lack of evidence that the
metal detectors—whether they be walk-through arch-
ways or hand-held scanners—have any effect at all. says
Ronald Stephens, the premdent of the NssC.

Nevertheless. the pace of acquisition it accelerating No
exact figures have been llected on how much achool dis-
tnhcts spend each year on metal detectors. but the industry
booming. thanks ip part © increased purchases from
schools, manufacturers sav.

The buying boom is also likely to continue The US.
House of Representstives recently approved the “safe
schools act,” which includes up to $17 million in federa)
grant money for school secunty.

Detroit in 1985 became the first district to begin random
metal -detector sweeps conducted by a local security com-
pany. [n 1987, New York City became the first distnet o
purchase metal detectors, it was followed shortly by Chu-
cago. Last month. the Kansas City, Mo., achool board be-
gan outfitting all its 44 hugh achools and middle schools
with metal detectors at a total cost of $77.000. The board
acted after an incident in which two students accidentally
shot themselves at school with their own guns.

The Dallas Independent School District will tnple the
number of walk-through metal detectors in high schools
next semester, following two fatal shootings at school
shortly after ciasses began this fall.

School officials in Dede County, Fla, recently hired a se-
aurity company to conduct randam daily metal-detector
searches at 80 high schools The effort will cost $163,428

through the end of the achool year.
After three separate fnuldmusumdzloml hgh
schools this fall, General Supery Argie K Joh

dwmmmwmmwm

tors free to any high school that wanted them. All but 14 of
the 72 high schools accepted.

May Not Reduce Crime

But the only study to evaluate the effectiveness of metal
detectors in schools suggests that these districts may have
made 8 bad investment

Metal-detector programs in -:hnoh "mny help reduce.
but not elimi " the o carrying
'upomtolnd&vmlr.hool researchers from the U.S
Centers .or Disease Control and Prevention reported
this fall. But school-based metal detectors “have no ap-
parent effect on the number of injuries. deaths, or
threats of violeoce™ on school grounds, the study con-
cluded. The study was based on a survey of 9th. through
12th-grade students in the New York City public
schools.

“It's easy to go with a metal detector, but long-term solu-
tions have to go bevond technology measures.” says Rich-
ard Lowry. the study's pnumary suthor.

Another report published last month by the Education-
al Fund to End Handgun Violence calls the eforts to date
to curb the flow of guns into schools “largely ineffective.”
Relyng on reports from educators. the authors charge
that metal detaclors “provide little resistance to a deter-
mined student bent on wreaking havoc.”

Logistical Nightmare

Politicians and school boards are naturally sttracted to
metal detectors bacause they provide s tangible solution to a
seemingly intractable problem Ob ar. average day, studies
suggest. 100,000 students acrosr the country carry 8 gun to
school, and educators want W bebieve their schools are safe.

Most schools buy the walk-through models, commeonly
found in airports and prisons. which can cost up to $2,500
each, or hand-held scanners or “wands.” which typically
sell for less than $200 apiece.

Last month, Frederica Wilson. a schoo) board member
in Dade County, said at the launching of the surprise
wetal-detector sweeps in her district that “we are send-
ing & measage home, and that is. ‘It's time to shape up.’ *

But Peter D Blauveit, the president of the Nationa! Asso-
cation of School Safety and Law Enfarcement Officers, says:
“The schools do this out of desperation. The public and the
politicians demand it, and the achools feel they have to do

something.
School districts, he says, must spend at least $100,000 to
put metal detectors in all their schools, or the impact is
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Donovan Coltins mans the archway metal detector at Edison Middie School in Daflas. The district will triple

is next ot

the number of walk-through detectors in its high sch
dubious. “It's the wrong tachnology for the eovi t”
he

argues.

Metal detectors pose a vexing problem for schools
partly because of the way schools are built; their multi-
ple entrances and exits make them difficult to monitor.

Wesley Mitchell, the chief of police for the Los Angeles
Unified School District, purchased 350 hand-held detec-
mnhﬁ.mhthedm'lhjghldwohnndmiddk
schools. He says the wand scanners, which are used only
for special events at selected schools, work better than
archways because the bungalows and long fences typical
of aschools in the distnct make it difficult to completely
secure the campuses

“Kids know how to beat the system.” Mitchell says.

Latoya Williams, s 6th grader at Garnet-Patterson
Middle School in Washington, says that ber classmates
don't pay much attentiop Lo their school's walk-through
metal detector.

“It's dumb because [the alarm) goes off when people
don't have a knife.” she says. "And, sometimes, they get in
even when they have knives and guns.”

“You're never going to be able to prevent or be 100 per-
cent sure that weapoas aren't in school.” acknowledges
Karen Hinton, 8 spokeswoman for the Dustrict of Colum-
bmpubhc-:booh.'h.id)pheedwﬂk—thmsghdﬁaﬂmin
31 of the city's schools last yesr.

Some achool buildings in the district have 80 entrances,
but students are randomly searched as they pass through
one door of the building, Hinton says.

“It's pot like an airport,” she explaina. “You've got 300
kids walking in at 8:45 A M. f you stopped every kid, it'd
be noon before you started class

Arthur Tarvardian, the assistant principal at Steinmetz
HzghSdniinChngo.rejedadﬂrdiﬂiﬂ'sﬁrd’ud}-
wa}'wmhmm}n-ysilmddhzn'hgisﬁal
mghu-nam'tnhawsmdmtswnlkt)madxthemndum
every morming “It would take hours. and we couldn't disrupt
the entire school day,” be says.

But in Kansas City, where 20 students were expelled for
mrryingguminxhwlhnyw.meuecuﬁtyd\iefnya
achools often have to choose technology over manpower.

“Otherwise, you'd have 1o use 5,000 police officers to
hand-search every kid who went in.” says Robert L. Liv-
ingston, the district's director of safety and secunty.

Personnel, Training Woes

ervm_ngnndanequipnmt.-dmlmrityhl
labor-intensive activity.

ving two futal shootings this tsl

Schools must constantly grapple with the lack of perseo-
dlﬂh&bwhmmm
teachers, and iroes even older students are enliated to
monitor the points of entry.
Hoydl.Bunks.thep-indpdd’G:ingo'uD\mh!l'ﬁgh
School, says be refused to install metal detestors at the
nd)aalp.rﬂyheaulel.bdrunmldhhpumnd:ny
chose to use video surveillance instead.
Manufacturers, who advertise st education conventioas
mdpu.blishho'-wmnunkbrsdmmhndmhlhnmﬂ.ll
detaciors are pot very effiective 1o schools, 1o part because
achool workers are pot adequately trained to use them
There is a need for more consumes infrmation an metal
detactors and courses an how to handle & student with &
weapon, Stephens of the school-safety center says.
“Teachers did pot see this in their training manual.” he

ootes.

Only 274 of the nation's more than 15,000 school dis-
tricts have secunty directors. And most schools have
timited knowledge of secunity practace. according to Mal
Schwartz, the president of Friskem Infenetics Inc . 8 lead-
ing metal-detector manufacturer in Wilmington, Del.

'Semritydasn’teomeusy.mdnchodsmtwwya
box with a ribbon on it and have security,” Schwartz says
“It doesn't happen that way.®

%bhm.mwnwamﬁtymil-
tre, make sure every entrance and exit is monitored. and set
wumﬁmddukirdxnlﬂ:’nbwmmtycﬁms
to operate the detoctors, Schwartz advises.

Lke a Privon
memhdﬁsmwm-
of students who are law-abuding. Since metal detectors were
first used in achools, two lawsusts have been brought against
schools that involved meta) detectors. according to the
American Civil Liberties Union. Many experts bebeve the
widespread use of detectors will eventually precipitste more

hq:eddmmelirdrnsschﬁhﬂmhe
-nmywmwmmmmm
ment to the US Constitition, which protects against unrea-
sonable searches and seinmres.

H & school has had incidents involving weapons, then vse
of metal detectors would likely be considered kswful, he says.

Photon by Michast Aingwonh

But if the schoo! has had no wespans-related outbreaks, use
of the devices would be suspect, he adds.

“The laws were not set up to deal with proactive metal-
detector searches,” James says.

He suggests that achools not scan students in public, but
in & way that preserves their dignity.

Some achool officiala also believe the devices themselves
send the wrong message to students.

~Some say it's s deterrent, but it works an a kid's psyche
in other ways.” says Banka of Dunbar High School. “They
feel they're going into 8 prisoo instead of & school ®

“The superintendent is nat thrilled that the schools have
them, because it sets up o jail-like atmosphere in a place
that's supposed 1 be an institution of learning,” says Devid
Rudd, a spokesmnan for the Chicago public schoola. “But we
need 1o make mure school is & safe haven "

The security tools themselves can actually have adet-
rimental effect on a student’s welfare, some principals
contend.

"T‘hcygiveuufnlsesensed-ecuﬂty,‘uyshmrdim
of Chicago's Steinmetz High, “because metal detectors
can't guarantee anything.”

Nevertheless, some officaals believe the devices work.

C.W. Burruss, the director of safety and security for the
Dallas school district. believes the detectors he bought in
1991 sre having an effect With s limited number of metal
detectars in place, school officials confiscated 155 guns and
knives on ot near school property duning the first year. The
mviwsymr.drﬁgunmlﬂ.wnhtheqpars'mw
way, Burruss expects further gains.

Burruss acknowledges that confiscation rates can be
read two ways. Higher rates mean the detectors are keep-
ing weapons out of school; lower rates suggest fewer stu-
dents attempt to come armed to class.

The Dallas chstrict, like others nationwide, is moving to

rime-prevention tools as aternatives to dectectors.

For example, the district is building 15 achools that have
been designed with security in mind. The pew structures
will Lack the nooks and crannies where students can hide
mpomandwiufuuntbuﬂt-'mmdlenmnndoon
and special windows that are harder to open.

The security chief calls it “modern crime prevention
through environmental design.”

“You have (0 use an assortment of cameras and metal
detectors until you can change attitudes,” Burruss argues.

‘One Arrow in 3 Quiver

Even educators who endorse the uae of metal detectors
acknowledge that the devices are not a cure-all for school
violence.

“The use of metal detectors should be anly one arrow 1o
a whole quiver of strategies to address the problem of
weapons at school.” William Modzeleski, the director of
drug planning and outreach for the US Education De-
partment, told a gathering of state policymakers thus fall

Cnisis intervention, crime prevention, and conflict-reso-
Jution classes must be combined to address this cnisis.
school leaders say.

“We need to empower students with nonviolent strate-

pﬁmﬂryundulm!hlhrwobkminnmwolenl
ways.” Stephens of the school-safety center says.
The Los Angeles district has set up a telephooe hot line
for students to confid who is bring-
ing & weapon to school » and administrators
should wark with students because it is rare that s student
doesnt tell s friend that he has s gun, says Larry R
Hutchins, the deputy chief of police for the district.

In Kansas City. the district has a “yoath court” where
students have mock trials in which their “crimes” are
judged by their peers. Teachers hope the program will in-
still in them » sense of crime and punishment that will
carry over inW the rest of their lives.

One controversial ides that 1s gaining support is enroll-
ing students who have been caught with weapons on cam-
pus in special alternative schools, rather than expelling
thern and running the risk they will get into more trouble
on the streets. Some achools use adult volunteers as cam-
pus moautors and mentors.

“We have to work with people and hope [students) un-
derstand that the solution is not to kill sumecne,” Tervar-
dian says.

But. he notes, schools cannot be primarily responsible
for fixing the problem of youth violence. Reducing accessi-
bility to weapons is something parents, the commurty.
and la kers must add: gether.

Schools reflect the society in which they are found, and
unti] violence in society is addressed, school leaders say.
very little will change in the schools. e
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But devices send
< b
‘a clear message

By Gail Hagans
STAFF WRITER

. . Long Middle School Principal
Leviticus Roberts has been in the
education business for 35 years
but he never thought it would
come to this.

"~ - Most of his 900 students be-
gin their school day by filing
through standing metal detec-
tors. As they enter either the caf-
‘eteria or gymnasium each morn-
ijng, the gray metal machine lets
out a high-pitched beep and Rob-
erts must ask his young charges
to open their book bags and emp-
ty their pockets.

“Hold it,” Roberts said to a
student Thursday morning,
bringing the line almost to a
standsull.

“It's my instrument,” the
honors student tells Roberts
when he is stopped. He shows no
expression as he and his trom-
bone are waved through. Anoth-
er beep. This time it’s a flute.
Beep, beep, beep. It’s a clarinet.

Only one outlawed item has
been seized since the machines
went into operation last month —
a small, lime-green cigarette
lighter.

The Atlanta schools’ pilot
program includes four other
sites — Harper, Washington and
George high schools and Kenne-
dy Middle School — where metal
detectors are being installed this
year.

Many students and parents at
Harper and Long are supportive
of the units. None say they feel
imprisoned or discouraged about
having the equipment at school.

“The metal detectors are not
a panacea here just as they aren’t
a panacea in airports,” Roberts

said.

They do, however, “send a
clear message to students that
there will be zero tolerance for
weapons,” he said. “The units
contribute to a strong sense of se-
curity among the students and
the staff.”

Students and school adminis-
trators are happy to finally have
the machines but admit there are
a number of ways weapon-toting
individuals can get around them.

“I think it's good to have
them,” says eighth-grader Regi-
nald Driskoll, “especially if
someone got into a fight or some-
thing. With the metal detectors,
the adults can cut the weapons
out before they get into the
school.

“There are still some stu-
dents scheming, though,” Regi-
nald says. “There are still some
who will try to see what they can
get away with.”

When asked how people can

circumvent the machines, some
students pointed out that guns
and knives can be hidden under
shrubbery for retrieval later, and
others can sneak weapons in af-
ter the detectors are disassem-
bled around 8:45 each morning.

~ Others say they never felt
threatened or unsafe in the first
place and the high-security ma-
chines don't affect them at all.

While the machines have
worked successfully without tak-
ing away from instructional
time, the school staff has had
problems with the detectors’ sen-
sitivity. If the sensitivity meter is
too high, anything could set it off.
If it’s too low, anything could get
through.

“The machines are not de-
signed for schools,” Roberts
said, “They carry purses, book |
bags, spiral notebooks and their -
gold jewelry, zippers, even eye-
lets on their tennis shoes can set
it off.”



School District

Anchorage School District
4600 DeBarr Avenue

P. O. Box 196614
Anchorage, AK 99519-6614

Atlanta Public Schools
210 Pryor Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30335
404/827-8000

Baltimore City Public Schools
200 East North Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21202
410/396-8700

Boston Public Schools
26 Court Street
Boston, MA 02108
617/635-9000

Buffalo Public Schools
712 City Hall

Buffalo, NY 14202
716/851-3500

School Systems Represented by the Council of the Great City Schools

Contact

Mike Fullerton
907/348-5180

Sergeant Pascal
404/827-8148

John Wallace
Asst, Chief
410/396-8588

John Sisco
Police Chief, Security
617/635-8000

Mr. Liebman

Use of Metal Detectors

January, 1994

Metal Detectors

Hand Held Walk T h

2 85
24 6
NONE
200 3
23

Comments

All 85 schools (K-12) use the walk throughs; 2 hand
held as needed

All detectors used as needed among the 23
secondary schools

3 walk throughs are used at K-12 Alternative
schools; hand held are used upon request at the
high schools

All security officers carry the hand held--used when
needed



School District

Chicago Public Schools
1819 W. Pershing Road
Chicago, IL 60609
312/890-3700

Cincinnati Public Schools
230 East Ninth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Cleveland Public Schools
1380 East Sixth Street
Cleveland, OH 44114
216/574-8000

Columbus Public Schools
270 East State Street
Columbus, OH 43215
614/365-5000

Dade County Public Schools

1450 N. E. Second Avenue
Miami, FL 33132
305/995-1420

ntact

Nathalia Walker
Dir. of Security
312/535-4990

Robert Morgan
Assoc. Director
513/369-4652

Hugh Forey
Manager, Field Services
216/574-8552

Beverly, Security
614/365-5877

Mr. Malone
305/757-0514

Metal Detectors

Hand Held Walk Through

HAS NOT RESPONDED

22 5

NONE

NONE

Security Company

Comments

On Jan. 10 Board meeting, approved 2
hand held per secondary school (22) and 5
walk throughs to use on sites as needed.
Also 4 response team personnel from
security office will carry hand held.

Dade County hired an outside security
company of two teams of four persons.
The team randomly selects 8 secondary
schools daily (out of 90) to monitor with
hand held metal detectors. Security
company has walk throughs they will use
for athletic events.



Metal Detectors
School District ntact H Held Walk Through Comments

4 walk throughs are used at every high
school and 2 at each middle school.
Their task force has 6 walk throughs.

Dallas Independent Schools Lieut. Donovan Collins 2-3 per school 137
3700 Ross Avenue 214/565-6620
Dallas, TX 75204

214/824-1620

Dayton City SchoolDistrict Dean Miller 12 12 Each secondary school (12) has one walk

348 West First Street 513/262-2739 through and one hand held detector

Dayton, OH 45402

513/461-3002

Denver Public Schools Gil Shannon NONE

900 Grant Street 303/764-3475

Denver, CO 80203

303/837-1000

Detroit Public Schools Mr. Gray 20+ 90 90% of the high schools (90) have walk

5057 Woodward Avenue 313/873-2100 throughs used daily.

Detroit, MI 48202

313/494-1000

East Baton Rouge Charles Young 12 32 secondary schools - trying to get more
Parish School Board Supervisor detectors

1050 South Foster Drive 504/922-5627

P. O. Box 2950

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

504/922-5618

El Paso Independent School Chief Jada 1 Used at request or target area. In the
District 915/779-4470 process of trying to get more

6531 Boeing Drive
El Paso, TX 79925
915/779-3781



School District

Fresno Unified School District
Tulare and M Streets

Fresno, CA 93721
209/441-3000

Houston Independent School
District

3830 Richmond Avenue

Houston, TX 77027

713/892-6000

Indianapolis Public Schools
120 East Walnut
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317/226-4411

Jacksonville Public Schools
1701 Prudential Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904/390-2115

Long Beach Unified School District

701 Locust Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90813
310/436-9931

Los Angeles Unified School District

450 North Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90012
213/625-6000

ontact

Mr. Rodriguez
Student Services
209/441-3310

Lloyd Choice

Operations
713/892-6800

Jack Martin
317/226-4669

Mr. Harrington
904/390-2125

Joe Ramero

Operations
310/436-9931

Deputy Chief Hutchins

213/625-6691

Metal Detectors
Hand Held Walk Through

?

HAS NOT RESPONDED

15 2

100

305

Comments
Does not know number of metal detectors;

uses hand held randomly in 10 high
schools

All secondary schools (25) are randomly
checked; walk throughs are used at extra-
curricular activities.

44 schools with approximately 2-5 per

school.

One hand held per high school (5)

Two hand held at each secondary school



School District

Memphis City School System
2597 Avery Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112
901/454-5200

Milwaukee Public Schools
5225 West Vilet Street
Post Office Drawer 10K
Milwaukee , WI 53201
414/475-8393

Minneapolis Public Schools
Special School District #1
807 N. W. Broadway
Minneapolis, MN
612/627-2010

Metropolitan Nashville Public
Schools

2601 Bransford Avenue

Nashville, TN 37204

615/259-8400

New Orleans Parrish School Board
4100 Touro Street

New Orleans, LA 70122
504/286-2868

Contact

Bob Raby, Security
901/325-5773

Derrick Brewer
Asstant Director
Div. of School Safety
414/345-6635

Don Haydon
Director of Facilities
612/627-2085

Peggy Stewart
615/259-8747

Mr. Lindsey Payne
504/286-2933

Metal Detectors

Hand Held

4

24

NONE

NONE

36+

Walk Through

Comments

Used only two to three times at two
schools. Memphis City Schools has 58
secondary schools. Mr. Raby wanted to
mention that they had a local crime
stopper "Weapon Watch" that started in
November 1993, whereby students call
anonymously to report students with
weapons. There is a $50 reward. As of
mid-January 1994, there had been 50
weapons recovered--very few request
reward.

160 building facilities (K-12); detectors
used randomly.

1 or 2 per secondary school. Each of the
36 schools order their own.



School District

New York City Public Schools
110 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718/935-2800

Norfolk Public Schools
800 East City Hall Avenue
P. O. Box 1357

Norfolk, VA 23510
804/441-2237

Oakland Unified School District
1025 Second Avenue

Oakland, CA 94606
510/836-8200

Omaha Public Schools
3215 Cuming Street
Omaha, NE 68131
402/554-6200

The School District of Philadelphia
21st Street South of the Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215/299-7823

Phoenix Union High School District
4502 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85012

602/271-3141

Contact

Robert Tumin
212/979-3300

Barry Hilton
804/441-2811

Harold Boutte
Police Services
510/836-8450

Ron Burmood
402/557-2700

Mr. Potochnak
215/875-3611

Metal Detectors
d Held Walk T h

204 + 1

60

NONE

Approx. 200

NONE

Comments
Uses 2 X-ray baggage machines at 51 sites
full time and 10 sites part time; uses 4-6

hand held at each site; walk through used
at one school only

4 hand held at each secondary school (15).

Used at sporting events only; 21 secondary
schools

2-5 per school in all 80 secondary schools



School District

Pittsburgh Public Schools
341 S. Bellefield Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
412/622-3600

Portland Public Schools
P. O. Box 3107
Portland, OR 97208
503/249-2000

Rochester City School District
131 West Broad Street
Rochester, NY 14614
716/325-4560

St. Louis Public Schools
911 Locust Street

St. Louis, MO 63101
314/231-3720

St. Paul Public Schools
360 Colbome Street

St. Paul, MN 55102
612/293-5150

San Diego Unified School District
4100 Normal Street

San Diego, CA 92103-2682
619/293-8418

ontact

Stan Rideout
412/622-3520

Lieut. Hollingsworth
503/331-3307

Superintendent’s Office
716/262-8378

Sam Miller
Special Services
314/865-4550 ext. 250

Kuldip Bassi
612/228-3600

Terry Mitchell
619/293-8050

Metal Detectors
Hand Held Walk Through

50 9

NONE

32

NONE

NONE

Comments

2 hand held at each of the 25 secondary
schools; one walk through at each of 3
schools - 2 walk throughs used at football
games

Do not use on a regular basis--probably
have not used them in 1 year; 28
secondary schools

4 hand held at each of the 8 high schools



hool District

San Francisco Unified School
District

135 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

415/241-6000

Seattle School District #1
815 Fourth Avenue North
Seattle, WA 6000

Toledo Public Schools
Manhattan and Elm Streets
Toledo, OH 43608
419/729-8200

Tucson Unified School District
P. O. Box 40400

1010 East Tenth Street
Tucson, AZ 85717-0400

Tulsa Public Schools

P. O. Box 470208
Tulsa, OK 74147-0209
918/745-6800

District of Columbia Public Schools

415 12th Street, N.W.
Suite 1209

Washington, DC 20004
202/724-4222

mdetect

Contact

Linda Davis

Deputy Superintendent
Business Services
415/241-6009

Mrs. Fouts
206/298-7620

Brad Snow
419/729-8200

Warren Ellison
Security
602/628-2395

Jack Amold
918/745-6450
ext. 450

Billy Rogers
202/767-71514

Metal Detectors
Hand Held Walk Through

NONE
34
8 2
4
NONE
128 + 30

Comments

1 hand held in middle schools (10) and 2 in
every high school (12)

Security office uses hand held when
requested; walk throughs are used at
extracurricular activities; 16 secondary
schools

Used on request--only received 2 months
ago--never been used; 29 secondary
schools

2-3 hand held per secondary school (64);
walk throughs are used at athletic events



October 21, 1993

Note to Tom Payzant:

Subject: Review of Center for Disease Control's Study on
Violence-Related Attitudes and Behaviors of High School
Students--New York City, 1992

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention just released
(October 15, 1992), a study on violence-related attitudes and
behaviors of high school students. The study was conducted among
high school students attending New York City public high schools-
-academic, vocational, and alternative schools~-in June 1992 (9-
12th graders). Among the findings of the study were:

o During the 1991-1992 school year, 36.1% of all 9th -12th
grade NYC public school students surveyed reported being
threatened with physical harm, and 24.7% were involved in a
physical fight anywhere (including home, school, and
neighborhood) .

o Overall, 21% of students reported carrying a weapon such
as a gun, knife, or club anywhere 1 or more days during the
30 days preceding the survey. 16.1% of students reported
carrying a knife or razor; and 7% reported carrying a
handgun.

o Rates for violent and potentially dangerous behaviors were
substantially lower inside the school building and going to
and from school. These rates were: being threatened, 14.4%;
carrying a weapon 12.5%; carrying a knife or razor, 10%;
being involved in a physical fight, 7.7%; and carrying a
handgun, 3.7%.

o Students who attended schools with metal detector programs
(18% of the students) were as likely as those who attended
schools without metal detector programs to have carried a
weapon anywhere (21.6% versus 21.2%), but were less likely
to have carried a weapon inside the school building (7.8%
versus 13.6% ) or going to and from school (7.7% versus
15.2%) . The decrease in school-related weapon carrying
reflected reductions in the carrying of both knives and
handguns. The presence of school-based metal detectors had
no apparent effect on the prevalence of threats and physical
fights in any location.

]: The findings of this study suggest that school-based metal
detector programs may help to reduce, but not eliminate, weapon-
carrying in schools and to and from schools.
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SCHOOL CRIME AND VIOLENCE STATISTICAL REVIEW

National School Safety Center
Pepperdine University
Malibu, CA 90263
805/373-9977

The National School Safety Center is a partnership of the U.S. Department of Justice, the
' U. S. Department of Education and Pepperdine University.

Prepared under Grant #86-MU-CX-0003 from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.

Ronald D. Stephens, Executive Director
George Butterfield, Deputy Director
June Lane Arnette, Project Editor

Points of view or oplnions In this document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the
official position or policles of the U.S. Departments of Justice or Education, or Pepperdine University.
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Notable School Crime and Violence Statistice

1994 National School Boards Association

Best Practices Series
Violence In the Schools: How America's School Boards Are Safeguarding Your Chil-

dren
Contact Information: Kristen J. Amundson, Author

National School Boards Association
1680 Duke Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
703-838-6722

720 affiliate school districts responded to this survey,

82% of schools report increasing violence over last & years.

60% reported weapons incidents.

Thres-fourths reported that their school had dealt with violent student-on-student attacks last year, 13% reported
a knifing or shooting.

15% of schools report the use of metal detectors.

Respondents report using the following methods for dealing with violence:
78% - suspension

76% - student conduct/discipline code

73% - collaboration with other agencies

71% - school board policy

66% - alternative programs at schools

62% - staff development '

61% - conflict resolution/mediation training/peer mediation

1993 National Institute of Justice :

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preventio
Gun Acquisition and Possesslon In Selected Juvenile Samples

Contact Information; -~ Research In Brlef, December 1993

Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse
1-800/638-8737

This study of juvenile possession of firearms Is drawn from voluntary questionnaires anonymously complsted by
835 male serious offenders incarcerated in 6 juvenile correctional facllities in 4 states and 758 male students in 10
Inner-city schools near the facilities. Both students and inmates came from environments marked by crime and
violence. Because the study focused on serious juvenile offenders and students from schools in high-risk areas, the
rasults are not generalized to the entire U.S. population.

*

83% of inmates and 22% of the students possessed guns.

55% of inmates carried guns all or most of the time in the year or two before being incarcerated; 12% of the
students did so, with another 23% carrying guns now and then.

The firearms of cholce were high-quality, powerful revolvers, closely followed by automatic and semiautomatic
handguns and then shotguns.

Most of those surveyed thought it would be easy to acquire & gun. Only 13% of inmates and 35% of students
said it would be a lot of trouble or nearly impossible.

When asked how they would get a gun, 45% of the iInmates and 53% of the students would "borrow” one from
family or friends; 54% of the Inmates and 37% of the students said they would get one *off the street.”

The maln reason given for owning or carrying & gun was self-protection.

1993 Cognosys Corporation

“School-based Violence: Growing problem In all schools, not just Inner-city”
Contact Information: Bayard Brewin

Cognosys Corporation

429 West Durham Street

Philadelphia, PA 19119
215/247-7890

Natlonal School Safety Center (2) Statistical Review
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Survey of 3,324 schools nationwide conducted during Spring 1893 found school violence 1o be a significant and

growing problem across all U.S. school populations, regardless of ethnic composition, population size and school

location. The survey requested each respondent to assess their school's progress in dealing with the issue of

violence across seven speclfic categories and three response sirategles, including conflict between ethnic groups

and gangs, the absolute and relative rates of student dismissals and suspensions as a result of school violence,

and the community's involvement in resolving the problem. The assessment was two-part: whether the category

was a “small’ or *large" problem at their school during the 1993 school year, and whether it was “improving® or

*worsening” during the 1993 school year as compared to the previous year. Respondent schools reported failing

progress in turning back the tide of in-school violence, regardiess of category.

+ Most common transgressions were individual violence between students (reported as a problem by 88% of the
overall respondents and as a large one by 20%).

+ Least common transgressions were violence by groups of students against teachers (30%).

¢+ Most schools did report present and increasing problems Involving other forms of viclence, including gang
violence and incidents betwsen members of different ethnic groups.

*+ The maijority of schools reported little call or need for school/parent or school/community meetings on the subject
of school violence.

1693 USA WEEKEND
National Assoclation of Secondary School Principals

Contact Information: USA WEEKEND

Leslie Ansley, Reporter

1000 Wilson Bivd.

Arlington, VA 22229
The results of this unscientific survey are based on the written answers of 65,193 sixth through twelfth-graders who
responded individually or as classes to a questionnaire printed in the April 23-25, 1993 issue of USA WEEKEND, In
the Classline Today teaching plan, and distributed by the National Association of Secondary School Principats. The
results of the survey appeared in the August 13-15, 1993 Issue of USA WEEKEND.
Overall, 37% of students don't feel safe in school.
50% know someone who switched schools to feel safer.
43% of public school students avoid school restrooms; 20% avoid hallways; and 45% avold the school grounds.
26% of girls and 49% of boys were hit during the previous year at school.
27% of girls were harassed during the previous year.
63% of students say they would learn more if they felt safer.
47% say teachers spend at least half of their class time disciplining students.
55% of students in grades 10-12 know weapons are regularly carried to school.
79% say violence is caused by “stupid things like bumping into someone.” Followed by, in order: boyfriend-
girlfriend disputes, outsiders, racism and gangs.
*+  42% think the single best safety improvement would be to send bad kids 1o special schools.
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1693: Gallup Organization and Phl Delta Kappan
“25th Annual Gallup Poll of the Public’s Attitude toward the Public Schools”
Contact Information: Gallup Organization - 608/924-9600
Phi Delta Kappan - 800/766-1156
Survey polled 1,306 adults (those over the age of 18) during May and June 1983
* For the third year In a row, highest priority was assigned by the respondents to the sixth nationa! goal for educa-
tion: making sure that, by the year 2000, every school is free of drugs and violence and offers a disciplined
environment conducive to learning.
« Lack of school funding followed by drug use and lack of discipline are the most frequently mentioned problems
wlith which the local public schools must deal. ‘
* In the past 25 Gallup polls, lack of discipline was cited as one of the top problems facing public schools, and as
the No, 1 problem for 16 of the 25 polls.

1993; Centers for Disease Control
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Repont
“Violence-Related Attitudes and Behaviors
of High School Students — New York, 1992"

National School Safety Center (3) Statistical Review
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Contact Information: Editor, MMWR Series
Mailstop C-08
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Atlanta, GA 30333
404/332-4555
A self-administered questionnaire was given to a representative sample of students in grades 9 - 12 in the New
York City Public Schools during June 1992. In addition to the following statistics, the survey also measured vio-
lence-related attitudes with regard to effective ways to avoid fights.
« 36.1% of the students reported being threatened with physical harm, and 24.7% were Involved in a physical fight
anywhere including home, school and neighborhood.
« 21% of the students reported carrying a weapon such & gun, knife of club anywhere one or more days during the
30 days preceding the survey; 16.1% reported carrying & knife or razor, and 7% reported carrying a handgun.
+ Rates for violent and potentially dangerous behaviors were substantially lowar Inside the school building and
when golng to or from school: being threatened, 14.4%; carrying a weapon, 12.5%, carrying & knife or razor,
10%; being involved in a physical fight, 7.7%; and carrying a handgun, 3.7%.
+ Students who attended schools with metal detector programs (18%) were as likely as those who attended
schools without metal detector programs to have carried a weapon anywhere but were less likely to have carried
a weapon inside the school building (7.8% versus 13.6%) or going to and from school (7.7% versus 15.2%).

1993 Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
The Metropolitan Life Survey of The American Teacher, 1993:
Violence In America's Public Schools
Contact Information: Louis Harris and Assoclates, Inc.
630 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10111
(212) 698-9600
This national survey polled 1,000 teachers and 1,180 students in grades 3-12 and 100 police officials during the
fall, 1993.
« 23% of students and 11% of teachers have been victims of violence in and around schools.
« Boys were twice as likely as girls to have been victims of violence (30% to 16%).
«  About 22% of boys and 4% of girls sald they had carried guns or knives to school,
+ 6% of the boys and 1% of the glrls said they had threatened someone with a knife or gun in or near school.

1993: Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
The Metropolitan Life Survey of The American Teacher 1993
Teachers Respond to President Clinton's Educational Proposals
Contact Information; Louis Harrls and Associates, Inc.
630 Fifth Avenue
Now York, NY 10111
(212) 698-9600
This survey is based on interviews with a nationally representative sample of 1,000 teachers, conducted from
January 25 through February 8, 1993.
. 60% of teachers think the federal government should consider putting more police officers on the strests in high-
crime areas where schools are focated.
« A majority of 54% of teachers think the government should hire more security personnel at violence-ridden
schools.
+ B86% of teachers think that parents should be penalized through fines or some other mechanism if they allow
their child to be chronically-truant,
« A majority of teachers (54%) say their highest priority in public education policy in the next few years should be
strengthening parents' roles in their children’s education.

1993 The Harvard School of Public Health and the Joyce Foundation, Chicago, Iliinols
A Survey of Experlences, Perceptions, and Apprehensions
about Guns Among Young People in America

Contact Information: The Joyce Foundation LH Ressarch
312/782-2464 1270 Avenue of the Americas
Now York, NY

Natlonal School Safety Center (4) Statistical Review
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212/332.2950
Between April 19 and May 21, 1893, 2508 students were surveyed in 96 public and private elementary, middie and
senlor high schools (grades 6 - 12).
15% say they have carrled a handgun on their person in the past 30 days, and 4% say they have taken a
handgun to school this past year.
9% say they have shot a gun at someone else.
11% say they have been shot at by someone with a gun during the past year.
22% say they would feel *safer” having a handgun on their person if they were going to be in a physical fight.
39% know someone personally who has either been killed or injured from gunfire.
58% say they could get a handgun, "if | wanted one." Two In three who know where to get & handgun say they
could get one within a 24-hour period.

a ® o ¢ =

1893: National Rifle Association

Luntz Regearch and Strategic Services
Contact Information: Mike Dabadie, Luntz Research and Strategic Services

1000 Wilson Blvd., Suite 950

Arlington, VA 22209

703/358-0080
The survey, conducted during June 1993 by a Washington-based political polling firm and commissioned by the
National Rifle Association, was based on responses by 1,000 adults, 40% of whom had children under age 18 living
with them,
+ 31% of adults surveyed agreed that they worry about gun violence as they send their children off to school.
+ 20% of those surveyed said their children had expressed concerns about the presence of guns in their schools.
* 12% said their children were less eager to attend school because of their fears for physical safety.
+ 11% said their children had reported seeing a handgun in school.

1993: National Institute on Drug Abuse
University of Michigan Institute for Social Research
“Natlonal High School Senlor Survey - Monltoring the Future”
Contact Information:; National Institute on Drug Abuse - 301/4436245
institute for Social Research, University of Michigan - 313/763.5043
National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information - 800/729-6686
Approximately 2,600 senlors in approximately 120 to 140 public and private high schools throughout the U.S.
except Hawaii and Alaska respond to this survey each year. This one is the 17th in an annual series begun in 1975,
* The proportion of high school seniors who said they had used drugs within the last year dropped 10 the lowest
figure since the surveys began (27%).
» Current use of cocaine by high school seniors decreased from 2.8% in 198910 1.3% In 1982,
* Lifetime prevalence rates for crack are down significantly to 2.6% in 1992. The flgures for 30-day prevalence are
1.3% In 1987, 1.6% in 1988, 0.7% in 1991, and 0.6% in 1992,
+ 17.2% of high school senlors are daily smokers,
* 51.3% of high school seniors had used alcoholic beverages in the last month.

1993 Center to Prevent Handgun Violence
Kids Carrying Guns: Loopholes In State and Federal Firearms Laws
Contact Information: Dennis Henigan

Cenrter to Prevent Handgun Violence
1225 Eye Street, NW, Sulte 1100
Washington, D.C. 20005
202/289-7318
The Legal Action Project of the Center to Prevent Handgun Violence reviewed state laws to determine if the states
of Arizona, Kansas and Colorado were unique In permitting open possession of guns by minors. The study concen-
trated on handguns because of the high use in crime and their popular appeal to juveniles. Major findings include:
* Although many states limit the carrying of concealed weapons, the majorify of states falil to ban the gpen
possession of handguns by all persons under 21.
+ Only 13 states and the District of Columbia directly prohibit all minors under 21 from openly carrying handguns,
+ 15 states prohibit the open possession of handguns by those 17 and under but permit open carrying by 18 to 20-
year-olds even though the murder arrest rate for 18 and 19-year-olds is higher than for any other age group.

National School Safety Center (5) Statistical Review
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+ The remaining 22 states permit the open carrying of handguns by some or all persons under 18.
+ There is no federal prohibition on open carrying or possession of handguns by minors.

1993: "Washington State Survey of Adolescent Health Behaviors, 1988-1962" (WSSAHB)
Contact Information: Matllyn Jones 206/684-9219 Kathleen White 206/753-3237
Office of Superintendent Washington State Department of Health

of Public Instruction
Old Capltol Bullding, PO Box 47200
Olympla, WA 98504
The results of the statewide survey are based on the responses from 15,463 students in grades six, eight, ten and
twelve in 144 urban and rural schools, The WSSAHB combines items from two previous surveys: The Survey of
Substance Abuse Among Public School Students in Washington (1988 and 1990) and the Youth Risk Behavior
Survey of the national Centers for Disease Control.
+ 25% of the students had carried a weapon during the past month for self-protection or because they thought they
might need it in a fight.
v 25% of the students had ever carried a weapon to school,
+ 16% of the sixth-graders, 19% of the elghth-graders, 16% of the tenth-graders and 13% of the twelfth-graders
reported that they recently had been In a fight that resulted in injured that had to be treated by a doctor or nurse.

1992: The Executive Educator and Xavier University
“The violence at your door”
Contact information: The Executive Educator
National School Boards Association
1680 Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 838-6722

The Executive Educator’s exclusive national survey was conducted by a research team from Xavier University,

Cincinnati, Ohio. The study, which analyzed responses from 1,216 schoo! executives, reveals their psrcsptions of

violence in thelr own districtg, in neighboring communities and in the nation at large. Administrators reported:

+ Although the increase in violent acts in schools Is widespread, it s generally considered highest in the Southeast.

+ Low-achieving students are the most likely perpetrators of school violence.

* A lack of parental involvement contributes strongly to schoof violence.

« As these educators report, school violence has increased to a much greater degree in the nation as a whole than
It has in their own districts. 97% of the respondents think school violence has Increase across the nation In the
last 5 years. Nearly two-thirds say school viclencs in neighboring districts has Increased in the last 5 years, and
only about 40% think violence has Increased in their own districts In the last 5 years.

School administrators report that the number of acts of violence committed by students has grown.

*+ Respondents predicted an increase in school violence during the next 2 years.

1992 Commonwealth of Virginia

*1992 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Report” and

“Report on Acts of Violence and Substance Abuse"”
Contact information: Virginia Department of Education

P.O. Box 6-Q

Richmond, VA 23216

804/225-2928
The 1992 Youth Risk Behavior Survey was conducted among 1,640 students in grades 9 through 12 during the
spring of 1992 to ascenain the prevalence of health-risk behaviors among Virginia's high school-aged students.
+  39.3% of all male students surveyed carried weapons in the past month.
+ 49.4% of ninth- and tenth-grade males and 41.5% of the eleventh- and twelfth-grade males reported being in at

least one physical fight in the past 12 months.

The Virginia Department of Education assembled an interdisciplinary team to develop and distribute a survey
document on acts of violence and substance abuse In Virginla's schools. The 1991-92 academic year was the first

year this data was collected by the department.
+ Incidents of weapons possession, illicit drug possession, tobacco possession and referrals for substance abuse

programs peak during the middle school years.

Natlonal School Safety Center (6) Statistical Review
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* Total incidents of weapons possesslons is nearly equal the total incidents of alcohol and lllicit drug possession
combined.
* Fights between students are the most frequently occurring Incidents of violence.

1990-91: State of Vermont

“Vermont Schools, Foundation fro Prevention: Student Perspectives

on Drug and Alcohol Abuse, 1990-01 Academic Year" :
Contact Information: State of Vermont

Office of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Programs
This report is a profile of Vermont students, based on Information gathered in February 1991, in a student survey
using the Primary Prevention Awareness, Attitude and Usage Scales. The survey was funded by the Vermont
Agency of Human Services, Office of Alcohol and Drug Abuse programs. 3,972 eighth., tenth- and twelfth-grade
students completed the questionnaire.
* 8% of students report skipping school without an excuse.
9% of students report being sent from the classroom at least once a month.
5% repont stealing at least once a month.
4% report vandalizing school property at least once a month.
22% of the eighth-graders and 14% of the tenth- and twelfth-graders think that their decisions about using
substances are positively influenced by school policy.

e o e ¢

1091; Bureau of Justice Statistics
“Schoal Crime: A Natlonal Crime Victimization Survey Report”
Contact information: Bureau of Justice Statistics

Office of Justice Programs
U.S. Department of Justice
202/307-0784
Based on a nationally representative sample of more than 10,000 young psople who were interviewed from January
through June 1989 who had attended public or private school during any time during the 6 months preceding the
survey. Responses refer to the 6-month time period prior to the survey.
* More than 400,000 students 12 to 19 years old were estimated to have been victims of violent crimes at school.
*+ 7% of all students were property crime victims, and 2% were victims of violent crime — primarily simple assaults.
* An estimated 430,000 students (2% of all students) had at least once taken something to school to protect
themselves from atlack or harm. This includes guns, knives, brass knuckiss, razor blades, spiked jewelry and
other objects capable of hurting an assailant.
» 15% of the students reported there were gangs in their schools.
*+ 16% said that a student had attacked or threatened a school teacher,
* 6% roported that they avoided places In or around the school propstty because they thought someone might
attack or harm them,
* Among the students who said gangs were or might be found in their schools, 37% said gang members never
fought at school, 19% said there were gang fights once or twice a year and 12% said there were gang fights at
least once a week.

1991: Bureau of Justice Statistics
“Teenage Victims: A National Crime Victimization Survey Report”
Contact Information: Bureau of Justice Statistics

Office of Justice Programs
U.S. Department of Justice
202/307-0784

This report presents Information on crimes of violence and theft collected by the National Crime Survey (NCS) from

1985 to 1988, The NSC obtains information about crimes, included those not reported to the police, from individuals

age 12 or older in a nationally representative sample of households.

* From 1985 to 1988, persons age 12 o 19 were victims of 1.9 million crimes of theft annually. Tesnagers were
much more likely than adults to be victims of crimes of violence. On average, every 1,000 teenagers experienced
67 violent crimes each year, compared 1o 26 for every 1,000 adults age 20 or older.

* About one-half of all violent crimes and 63% of crimes of theft against teens age 12 to 19 took place on the street,
in a school building or on schoo! property. Street crimes were 3 times more likely than crimes in schoo! bulldings
to have been committed by an offender with a weapon (37% versus 12%).

National School Safety Center (7) Statistical Review
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* Adolescents age 12 to 15 were about twice as likely as older teens to experlence crimes In & school bullding or
on school property. About 37% of violent crimes and 81% of crimes of theft against youngsr teenagers occurred
at school, compared with 17% of the violent crimes and 39% of the crimes of theft agalinst older teens.

* Police reporting rates for violent crimes against teenagers were much higher for Incidents that occurred on the
street than for those at school. About 37% of violent crimes that occurred on the street were reported to the
police, compared with 9% of violent crimes that took place in school buildings and 22% of those on school
property.

* Many crimes taking place in school may not have been reported to the police because school officials had been
notified and had resolved the incidents. For 37% of the violent crimes in school buildings and 32% of those on
school property, the police were not called primarily because the crime was reported to someone else, compared
to 5% of street violent crimes.

1991; Illinols Criminal Justice Information Authority
“Trends and Issues 91"

Contact Information: INinois Criminat Justice Information Authority

120SouthRiverdale Plaza
Chicago, IL 60606
312/793-8550

Survey asked almost 2,700 students and 1,300 teachers in 31 public high schools across Illinols about crime and

victimization levels in their schools and communities during the 1989-90 school year.

* 1in 12 public high school students In lllinois reported being the victim of & physical attack in school or on the way
to or from school. Aimost twice that many has escaped an attempted assault. Most of these assaults were not
serious and weapons were rarely used. However, 8% of victims did report being cut and 4% reported being shot.

* 1in 12 lllinois students sometimes stayed home from school for fear that someone would hurt or bother them.

* 44% of the students and one-fourth of the teachers surveyed indicated that their school was either less safe than
or as unsafe as the neighborhood it was In.

* Students were found to be at greater risk for assautt, robbery and theft in the school ltself than in the adjacent
neighborhood while going to and from school.

* Suburban students reported higher theft and assault rates than did students from large llinois cities.

* Theft was the most common crime reported in the survey, with 22.% of the students and 28.5% of the teachers
being victimized during the 1989-90 schoo! year.

¢ Almost one-third of the students said they had brought a weapon to school for self-protection at some times
during their high school career. 5.3% said they had brought a gun to school.

* One in 11 teachers reported that a student had threatened to hurt them during the past month, More than half,
52.9%, reported that a student had directed an obscenity at them, and one-third, 32.4%, reported that a student
had made an obscene gesture at them.

* School crimes against both students and teachers are often not reported to any authorities. Nearly ons-third of
student robberies, one-quarter of thefts and 40% of assaults were not reported. Among teachers, 16% of
robberies, 40% of thefts and 25% of assaults were not reported.

1990: Texas A&M University
“Rural Communities Near Large Metropolitan Areas:
Safe Havens from Adolescent Violence?"

Contact information: Paul M. Kingery
Texas A&M University
College Station, TX 77843
409/845-1756

Participants in the study were 1,004 eighth- and tenth-graders from 23 small Central Texas communities.

* More than one-half of the boys (53.2%) and one-fifth (20.5%) of giris reported having been in at least 1 physical
fight involving weapons during the previous year. One-fifth of boys and 6.4% of girls said they had been in 3
fights.

* One-fourth of the students said they had carried a weapon at school in the past year.

* Slightly more than 6% of the boys said they had carried a handgun and 1.6 % said they had carried one nearly
everyday.

+ 42.3% of the students sald they could get a handgun if they wanted to.

+ While at school or on a school bus during the previous year, 34.1% of students reported having been threatened
with bodily harm thought not actually hurt, 15.2% claimed that they had something taken from them by force or

Natlonal School Safety Center (8) Statistical Review
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threat of bodily harm, 14.1% said they had boen physically attacked and 6.8% admitted that someone tried o
force them to have sex when they did not want to.

* More than half of the surveyed students said they had not received instruction in school on ways to avoid fighting
and violence.

+ Students in the survey believe they should fight if someone hits them (78.6%), hurts someone they care about
(74.2%), insults their family (58.6%) or breaks something they own on purpose (53.1%).

+ More than 20% felt that threatening to use a weapon would help prevent fights. Nearly 17% thought “acting
tough” would deter altercations.

1990; Center to Prevent Handgun Violence
“Caught In the Crogsfire: A Report on Gun Violence In Our Nation's Schools”
Contact Information: Center to Prevent Handgun Violence
1225 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, D.C., 200056
202/289-7319
The information from the repornt was abstracted from more than 2,500 school violence-related news stories recorded
in newspapers across the nation during the four year period between September 1986 and September 1990.
* Atleast 71 people — 65 students and 6 school employees— have been killed with guns at school; another 201
were severely wounded; and 242 individuals were held hostage at gunpoint.
+ Shootings or hostage situations in schools have occurred in at least 35 states and the District of Columbia.
» Males are most frequently the offenders (93%) as well as the victims (76%).
+ Schoolchildren ages 14-17 are most at risk of gun violence at school.
+ Gun violence In schools occurs most often in hallways (25%) and in classrooms (19%).
+ Gang or drug disputes were the leading cause of schoo! gun violence (18%). Long-standing arguments (15%),
romantic disagreements (12%), fights over material possessions (10%) and accidents (13%) are also common.

1990: Youth Risk Behavior Surveiliance System
“Youth Risk Behavior Survey”

Contact information: Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
Mailstop C-08

Centers for Disease Control
Atlanta, GA 30333
404/332-4555

The 1990 national school-based survey is & component of the Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System, which

periodically measures the prevalence of priority health-risk behaviors among youth through comparable national,

state and local surveys. The survey polled a representative sample of 11,631 students in grades 9 - 12 in the 50

states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

+ Nearly 20% of all students in grades 9 - 12 reported they had carried & weapon at least once during the 30 days
preceding the survey (not necessarily to school).

« Male students (31.5 %) were significantly more likely than female students (8.1%) to report having carried a
weapon.

* Hispanic (41.1%) and black (39.4%) male students were significantly more likely to report having carried a
weapon than were white (28.6%) male students.

+ Of the students who reported having carried weapons during the 30 days preceding the survey, 25% said they
did so only once; 32.2% said 2 or 3 times; 7.4% sald 4 or 5 times; and 35.5% said 6 or more times.

+ Nearly 8 % of all students in grades 9 -12 teported that, during the 30 days preceding the survey, they had been
in at least on physical fight that resulled in an injury requiring treatment by a doctor or nurse. Of these students,
53.3% said they had tought 1 time; 27.8%, 2 or 3 times; 10.1%, 4 or 5 times; and 10.1%, 6 or more times.

+ Male students (12.2%) were significantly more likely than female students (3.6%) to report having been in a fight.

1989; Gallup Organization
Phi Delta Kappa
“The Second QGallup/Phl Delta Kappa Poll
of Teachers' Attitudes toward the Public School.”
Contact Information: Gallup Organization - 608/924-9600
Phi Delta Kappan - 812/339-1156
Findings from this survey are based on mail interviews with a representative sample of 2,000 teachers in all 50

National School Safety Center (9) Statlistical Review
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states and the District of Columbia.

* A majority of teachers (56%) would like to have the right to paddie misbehaving youngsters, despite outright
bans on corporal punishment in many states and school districts.

* 34% mentioned lack of parental interest and support as the biggest obstacle to impraving public education.

* Half of the teachers view student discipline as either a very serious or a fairly serious problem,

¢ 57% of the teacher respondents said drug use among students Is either a very serious or fairly serious problem
in the public schools in thelr communities.

* 43% Indicated that student discipline problems are among the main reasons for teachers leaving the profession,

1989: American Federation of Teachers

Survey of Teacher Unlon Leaders on Teen-age Violence
Contact Information: American Federation of Teachers

202/879.4458

Survey was conducted during the summer 1989, Those polied Include representatives of AFT's 50 largest union

locals across America, the 43 presidents of state AFT units and AFT's national 38-member executive council,

+ Top 6 causes of teen-age violence cited by teacher union leaders surveyed were drug trafficking (83%), ease of
access to drugs (82%), ease of access to guns (65%), lack of parental supervision (63%), and lack of employ-
ment opportunities (48%).

* Of those surveyed, more than 80% felt that teen-age violence is a bigger problem today than it has been in the
past. Only 17% felt that the size of the problem has not changed.

* The most disheartening results of the survey are conzerned with the percentage of teachers and students who
had been victims of teen violence. Over two-thirds (67%) of those surveyed said that members of their union had
boen victims of teen viclence. Also, more than two-thirds (68%) said that students they had worked with had
been victims of violence committed by teenagers.

* Just under one-half of the respondents sald they believe that metal detectors should be installed in public
schools, but nearly all of them said schools should employ security guards.

1968: Florida School Boards Association, Inc.
Florida Association of Schoo! Administrators
“Wesapons/Flrearms on School Property Survey”
Contact Information: 203 South Monroe Street
- Tallahassee, FL 32301
904/224-1374
The Florida Schools Boards Assoclation surveyed of 66 Florida school districts regarding weapons confiscations/
incidents on school property during the 1986-87 and 1987-88 school years.
* The weapon most frequently in a student’s possession as compared to 5 other types of weapons was knife.
(Other types include guns, chains, brass knuckles, billy clubs and pointed objects).
* Sludents' sources for obtaining weaponsffirearms include the student's residence (85.7%); triend or relative
residence (8.3%); stolen (1.6%); and various other sources (4.4%).
* The prevalent form of punishment by school officlals for students involved in a confiscation/incident was suspen.
sion (4,326 cases). Expulsion (795 cases) and reprimand (1,018 cases) were 2 other forms used by school
district officials.

1987 American School Health Association
Association for the Advancement of Health Education
Society for Public Health Education
“National Adolescent Student Health Survey”
Contact Information: National Alliance for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance
Publication Sales
800/321-07989
Approximately 11,000 eighth- and tenth-graders from a nationally representative sample of more than 200 public
and private schools In 20 states participated in the study during the fall 1987.
* One-half of the boys and 28% of the girls were in at least 1 fight during the past year.
* One-third reported someone threalened to hurt them, 14% were robbad and 13% reported being attacked while
at school or in a school bus. _
¢ 41% of the boys and 24% of the girls reported they could obtaln a handgun if they wanted one.

Natlonal School Safety Center (10) Statistical Review
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+ 23% of the boys reported having carried a knife to school at least once during the past year; 7% sald they carry
a knife to school on a dally basis.

+ 3% of the boys reported having carried & handgun to school at least once during the school year; 1% reported
carrying a handgun on a dally basls.

1987 Office of Educational Research and Improvement

“Public Schoo! Teacher Perspectives on School Discipline”
Contact Information: U.S. Depantment of Education

Office of Educational Researchand iImprovement

Center for Education Statistics

Fast Response Survey System

202/357-6761

Data reported in this survey were collected by means of a mail survey of 1,547 elementary and secondary school

teachers between October of 1986 and January 1987.

44% of teachers in public schools reported there was more disruptive classroom behavior in their schools in
1986-87 than 5 years before. Teachers in elemantary (53%) more frequently reported that disruptive behavior
had increased than did teachers from middle-junior high schools (42%) and from senior high schools (34%).

« 29% indicated that they had seriously considered leaving teaching because of student misbehavior, and 17%
teported they had seriously considered leaving in the last 12 months.

+ Most teachers reported that student behavior Interfered with their teaching to a small extent (50%). 27% stated
that student misbehavior greatly interfered with effective learning.

+ Teachers in urban schools more frequently reported that student misbehavior interfered with their teaching to a
great extent (24%) than did teachers in rural schools (8%).

+ Teachers estimated that, on the average, about 7% of the students they taught were habitual behavior problems.

+ Almost 20 % of teachers Indicated that they had been threatened at some time, and 8% had been threatened in
the last 12 months,

+ 8% (152,000) indicated that they had been physically attacked by students in their schools at some time, and 2%
(38,000) had been attacked In the last 12 months. (Types ot behavior included under physical attack may range
widely.)

+ Factors limiting the ability of teachers to maintain order within their schools: most frequently rated factor was lack
of alternative placement (39%) and lack of student interest (38%). Teachers rated both teacher and principal/
administrator fear of belng sued as a major factor limiting thelr effort to maintain order. 17% of teachers rated
administrator fear of being sued and 14% rated teacher fear of being sued as greatly fimiting their effort to
maintain order.

* 34% regarded their schools’ discipline policy as not strict enough; 28% regarded the policy as not comprehsn-
sive enough; and 50% indicated it was not consistently applied.

« Actions rated as “very productive® in improving school discipline by a majority of respondents were: increased
student self-discipline developed at home (74%), smaller classes (63%), and Increased parental support (62%).

1986 - U.S. Bureau of the Census for the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics
1987: “National Crime Survey for 1986"

“School Crime: Annual Statigtical Snapshot”

“Klds and Crime,” School Safety Newsjournal, Spring 1988

Contact Information: James Wetzel

Center for Demographic Studies

U.S. Department of the Census

U.S. Depariment of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20233 301/763-7720

+ According to the 1986 and 1987 National Crime Survey, nearly 3 million incidents of atlempted or completed
street ¢crime (assault, rape, robbery and theft) took place inside schools or on school property.

* The vast majority of crimes against person were thefts. During 1987, almost 2.5 million thefts in or around
schools were reported by National Crime Survey respondents.

+ Almost 465,000 violent victimlzations occurred in or around schools during 1987, Among these were 75,900
aggravated assauits (50,980 with injury); 36,850 robberies (22,610 with injury); and aimost 350,000 simple
assaults (nearly 110,000 with Injury).

+ Even though the school-age population had declined markedly since 1982, the number of violent crimes has
remained high, ranging from a low of about 420,000 in 1986 and 1982 to a high of almost 465,000 In 1987.

National School Safety Center (11) Slatistical Review
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1 in 6 youths between the ages of 12 and 19 was the victim of a street ¢rime during 1986 compared to about 1 in
9 adults. .

1 out of 18 youths was assaulted, robbed or raped during 1986.

One-half or more of the attempted and completed violent crimes against girls and 12 to 15-year-old boys were
committed by someone known to them,

Only about one-third of all violent crimes committed or attempted against youths during 1986 were reported to
the police.

Murders of school-age youths (5 to 19 years of age) totaled 1,840 during 1986, according to the F8I,

1 out of every 25 persons arrested for a violent crime and 1 In 8 persons arrested for a property crime was less
than 15 years of age.

1978 National Institute of Education

“Violent Schools — Safe Schools: The Safe School Study Report to the Congress”

Contact Information: Nationat Institute of Education

U.S. Department of Education

Office of Educational Researchand Improvement
Washington, D.C. 20208

202/357-6761

This 3-part study conducted in 1976-1977 combined a survey of principals from 4,000 public elementary and
secondary schools nationwide; a survey of 642 public junior and senior highschools, which interviewed the principals,
teachers and students; and an intensive, qualitative study of 10schools selected because their previous problems of
crime and violence had been dramatically reversed in a short period of time.

Approximately 262,000 (1.3%) students were physically attacked in America's secondary schools each month.
About 2.4 million (11%) had something stolen from them in a typical month.

Almost 8% of urban junior and senior high school students missed at ieast one day of classes a month because
they were afrald to go to school. 3% (600,000) reported that they are afraid most of the time.

Nearly 5,200 of the nation's million secondary school teachers were physically attacked at school each month,
about 1,000 of whom were seriously enough hurt to require medical attention. About 130,000 had something
stolen in a month's time. Around 6,000 had something taken from them by force, weapons or threats.

More than 25% of all schools were subject to vandatism in a given month. The average cost of an act of vandal-
ism was $81.00 Ten percent of schools were burglarized, at an average cost per burglary of $183. The annual
cost of school crime was estimated to be around $200 mitiion,

Most offenses were committed by current students. Victims and offenders were generally of the same age and
sex (usually male). In & majority of cases, victims and offenders were also of the same race. The chances of
Interracia! violencs were highest in schools where studants of one race outnumber those of another.

National School Satety Center (12) Statistical Review
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Adults See Violence as Schools' Top Problem

WASHINGTON (AP) Despite statistics pointing to a steady
decrease in the nation's overall crime rate, adults see fighting,
violence and gangs as the biggest problem confronting public
schools, a Gallup poll said Thursday.

The favored solution by 86 percent of those polled: stronger
penalties for student possession of weapons. :

"For all the hoopla in the national press, there is no crime
wave in America except among blacks,'' said a report by Phi Delta
Kappa, a professional fraternity for educators, which commissioned
the 26th annual poll from Gallup.

Murder rates for whites actually decreased between 1968 and
1994, it said, citing federal statistics, but "~ “the rate among
blacks increased by 65 percent.'' '

As a reflection of that, 31 percent of nonwhites voted fighting,
violence and gangs as the biggest problem in public schools. The
category and "~ “lack of discipline'' shared top billing as concerns
of 18 percent of all the 1,326 adults surveyed by Gallup.

Ranked next as the biggest problems with which their public
schools must deal, were lack of proper financial support, drug
abuse, and standards or quality of education. In the 1993 poll,
lack of financial support was listed first.

"The message of this Gallup poll is that members of Congress
need to free the crime bill and stop dillydallying around,'' said
Educatlon Secretary Richard W. Riley. American parents, he said,
want "~ “some sense that schools are getting the help they need to
end the violence.''

“Learning is compromised in schools that are not safe; our
children deserve an education that is not compromised,'' he said.

Phi Delta Kappa is a professional fraternity for men and women
in education. It has 678 chapters through the United States and
Canada, and chapters overseas.

The public blames the perceived increase in public school
violence on factors over which schools have little control:
increased use of drugs and alcohol, growth of youth gangs, easy
availability of weapons, the breakdown in the American family,
schools lacking discipline authority they once had, and increased
portrayal of violence in media.

Blame also was placed, but by fewer people on the inability of
school staff to resolve conflicts between students, shortage in
school personnel, trying to deal with troubled students in the
regular classroom instead of special classes, and a curriculum that
is out of touch with the needs of today's students.

Following stronger penalties for student possession of weapons,
those polled offered these solutions, rated in descending order:
training for school staffs, more vocational or job training, drug
and alcohol abuse programs, values and ethnic education, and
education to reduce racial and ethnic tensions.

Rating schools in general, those surveyed had the most praise
for the school attended by their oldest child 70 percent gave it

i an A or a B, and 92 percent gave it a passing grade. But for the

nation's schools as a whole, 22 percent thought schools deserved
the two top grades while almost half awarded a C.

Eighty-two percent of the adults thought schools should put more
emphasis on mathematics. They also thought more emphasis should be
put on English (79 percent), science (75 percent), history-U.S.

- government (62 percent), geography (61 percent), and foreign

|

language (52 percent.) Some 31 percent thought there should be more



emphasis on music, and 29 percent on art, and nearly half thought
there should be less emphasis on these two subjects.

The poll was conducted over one month beginning May 10 by
telephone among people 18 and over. Two-thirds of the adults
questioned had no children in public school, 30 percent did, and 6
percent had children in religious and private schools.

Of those polled, 83 percent were white and 14 percent were
nonwhite; race was not designated for 3 percent. The poll had a
sampling error of plus or minus 4 points.
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THE NATIONAL UPDATE ON AMERICA'S EDUCATION GOALS
A service of the National Education Goals Panel

AS TIME GOES BY

... working couples spend a
mere four minutes a day in
meaningful conversation with
each other, writes Richard Louv
in his book "Childhood's
Future," (Houghton Mifflin,
Boston, 1990). Louv is citing
data from a 1988 study
conducted by Pittsburgh
Priority Management Company.

The study also found that the
average working parent spends
thirty seconds in meaningful
conversation with his or her
children (Conway, THE REPORTER,
Spring 1994). (See today's
DRC, #5)

TIME IS NOT ON MY SIDE

... fret many educators. But
a National Center on Education
and the Economy publication
helps educators deal with the
many time crunches they face.

Five categories of time-
saving tips presented in the
report are: restructured time,
freed-up time, better-used
time, purchased time and common
time. For example, freed-up
time may mean using an intern
or parent volunteer. Call the
Center at 202/783-3668 to
obtain copies.

SPOTLIGHT

WHERE SOMEBODY KNOWS
YOUR NAME

Truancy is a growing
problem in schools
nationwide. Why? Lack of
home supervision, boredom
with schools and plain old
adolescent rebellion are
some reasons.

Educators also point to
the anonymity students face
when attending the
typically large,
overcrowded urban high
school. "Truancy ... [is]
a symptom of anonymity,"
warns Michelle Fine, a City
U of N.Y. professor. (#2)

Students need to find a
place where everyone knows
their name, say some
educators. One N.H.
principal challenged school
anonymity by placing his
desk in the hallway. Other
schools promote "peer
tutoring," or involve
faculty and students in
student evaluations. (#3)

QUOTE OF THE DAY

"It's not the role of the school to be surrogate parents, nor

therapist."

-- Glen Urquhart School teacher Ruth Conway.

(#5)

"I don't call parents because high school students should know
they should be in school and parents should know where their kids

are."

-- N.Y.C. teacher John Wage.

(#2)
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===== GOAL TWO: HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION =====

*]1 TRUANCY LAWS: ON THE BOOKS, BUT NOT ENFORCED

Wash. D.C. truancy law offers two legal paths: one to
punish the parents, the other to apprehend the children (Horwitz,
WASH. POST, 6/26). The problem is no one enforces the law,
according to the POST.

Even more troubling is the number of students who are
chronically truant from school in the nation's capitol. School
records indicate that more than 8,000 of the city's 80,000 public
school students are absent on any given school day, writes the
paper. Some educators and parents claim the numbers are not
accurate; that more students are missing from class. According
to the POST, most school systems "have an incentive to inflate
attendance rates because they influence staffing and funding
decisions.” Students also "muddle" the statistics when they show
up for homeroom and then leave school, reports the paper.

Truant students also tend to become dropouts. One in five
D.C. residents, from age 16 to 19, drops out of school, which is
one of the highest dropout rates nationwide, writes the paper.

D.C.'s compulsory attendance law was "toughened" last year
by the City Council, according to the POST. The law states that
if a student is truant two days, the parents have committed a
misdemeanor. Parent face a $100 fine, up to five days in jail or
both. However, the D.C. corporation counsel's office attempted
to enforce the law on only one occasion. Cecelia Wirtz, counsel
to the D.C. school system, said the district would rather send
children to family court than prosecute parents, which she and
other child advocates claim is not best for the child.

And truancy is a "low priority for a police force
overwhelmed by violent crime," reports the paper. Police have
picked up fewer truants over the years: 3,270 in 1985, 515 last
year and 220 so far this year. Officers point to a recent D.C.



Superior Court decision that ruled D.C. has no provision in its
criminal code that makes truancy an offense for which an officer
can detain a child, according to the paper. The city council
intends to vote next month to give police that authority.

D.C. police also complain that "it's not practical anymore"
to pick up truants, writes the paper. The city's three truant
drop off centers were closed last summer due to tight budgets and
ineffectiveness. D.C. school Superintendent Franklin Smith said
he intends to open one or two revamped centers next school year.

However, other city police have and use the authority to
hold truants. The POST cites Philadelphia, where police pick up,
search and handcuff truants before dropping them off at a truant
center. And New York police this spring apprehended nearly 4,000
students.

Many principals and teachers privately say they do not want
an aggressive truancy program because truant students tend to be
the ones who "disrupt or slow down classes," writes the paper.
"The truant is not always welcome" at school, said Angela Sims,
truancy coordinator for the D.C. police. "They're in the front
door and out the back," she added.

What does a typical chronic student do during school hours?
The POST chronicled a day in the life of l4-year-old Allen Cade,
who missed 178 days of school during the 1993-1994 school year.
Allen woke at 1 p.m., played "Shadow Dancer" and "Mortal Kombat, "
two violent video games, at home and watched "The Box, a jukebox
video station. At 3:30 he left home with a couple of friends.

*2 OVERCROWDED PLUS IMPERSONAL: EQUALS TRUANCY
Large, primarily urban high schools, with violent
reputations and overcrowded classes cause some students to become

truants (Richardson, N.Y. TIMES, 6/19). "The sheer size of these
schools creates a factory mentality," explained Jonathon Kozol,
an author of books on urban education. "The kids feel

dehumanized. The teachers do also. The very impersonality of
the situation encourages people to leave. They are not inviting
places, " he added.

Michelle Fine, a psychology professor at the City U of New

York agreed. "Truancy and attendance problems are symptoms of
anonymity," she said. Fine and others call for smaller sized
schools. "Those same [truant] students shift their attendance

patterns when they go to the smaller schools," according to Fine.

Smaller schools are emerging in New York City, writes the
paper. More than 30 opened last fall. But the advent of these
schools exacerbates the grim "factory school"” effect of the
remaining neighborhood high schools, reports the TIMES. "Nobody
really wants to go to a zoned school," explained Alfred Cruz, a
student at Louis Brandeis High School in Manhattan. Cruz applied
to the Chelsea Vocational High School, a small magnet school, but
was placed on a wait list and never was able to enroll. He
continued: "[Zoned schools are] like a last option. You want to
try for other options." Cruz was picked up twice by police
truancy sweeps and returned to Brandeis.

Now Cruz participates in a program that allows him to attend
Brandis from 8 to 11:30 a.m. and still receive high school



credit. According to the TIMES, Cruz has attended class
regularly since February, when he was enrolled in the shortened
academic program.

Police sweeps initiated by Mayor Rudolph Guiliani (R), in
which out-of-school children are apprehended and detained in
seven school collection centers, is another attempt to contain
the city's truancy rate. The city and state also have funneled
additional funds to targeted high schools citywide to encourage
programs to keep students in school. Funding primarily has come
from the state's Attendance Improvement and Dropout Prevention
Program, created in 1985 by the Legislature.

The New York City Board of Education also directs nearly
$63M to just 34 high schools "identified as having poor academic
performance and low attendance," writes the paper. These schools
are called Project Achieve schools, which use the funds to hire
guidance counselors, computers to track attendance, hotlines for
parents and school-based programs. Students attend class in
small divisions called "houses," which enroll between 100 and 350
students. Each house has its own dean, guidance counselors and
grade advisers. They typically are organized around themes such
as health, teaching or business. But some of the houses at
Brandeis are "ill-defined or viewed as dumping grounds,"
according to the school's physical education teacher Michael
Manley, writes the paper.

The TIMES: "But experts say these programs are patches in a
fundamentally flawed system that clusters the most troubled
students in the most crowded, dangerous schools."

The paper writes that "despite attempts to create more
intimacy," teachers are overwhelmed with the number of students
they must attend to and often have no time or interest in also
serving as counselors. "I'm not a social worker," said John
Wage, a Brandeis history teacher. "I don't call parents because
high school students should know they should be in school and
parents should know where their kids are." He added: "I don't
agree with the American socialization of high schools. I have a
degree in history and where I have to teach reading and writing
skills I'll be happy to do that, but all those other things are
part of the social welfare mentality that schools have
incorporated."

*3 CHALLENGING ANONYMITY: ADVICE TO EDUCATORS

High rates of truancy, dropping out and school violence can
be attributed to large and impersonal schools, writes Gerald
Grant, Hannah Hammond Professor of Education at Syracuse U
(American Federation of Teacher's AMERICAN EDUCATOR, Spring
1994). Grant: "In too many schools, children are lonely in the
crowd."” He goes on to say that "most students shuffle from class
to class unknown and unchallenged. Gifts go unnoticed;
opportunities are lost." '

According to Grant, half of all urban students are enrolled
in schools with a student-body average of 1,200. "In large
cities, children may enter these schools through turnstiles or
metal detectors and turn down drab cinderblock hallways where
they hear voices droning over public address systems but few of



them are greeted by name."” In his article, Grant cites several
examples of school leaders and programs that thwart anonymity's
hold on students.

Grant heaps praise on the South Bronx's St. Augustine, where
he years ago observed "an extraordinary buddy system -- they
didn't use the fancier 'peer tutoring' label -- in which every
child in the first three grades was paired with a buddy from the
upper three grades." The older buddies were responsible not only
for tutoring in subject matter, but also for getting them to
school safely and on time. Grant: "Children were known in the
school; they were linked together, and they did not fail."

Winchester, N.H. public school principal Dennis Littky's
decision to sit in with guidance counselors as they helped each
student plan their academic schedule is another example of a
school where children are known. Grant reports that Littky "let
[the student] make choices but he made sure they had good reasons

for them." He added: "Teachers knew he sat in; they knew he
knew each kid; and they knew that kids told him about which
teachers were challenging them and which ones weren't." Littky

also made sure each child had a "shadowing experience," which
allowed them to spend a day with a professional from the
community.

Another principal, Deerfield School [Deerfield, Mass.] Frank
Boyden, installed his desk in the main hallway where "he worked
and transacted business." According to Grant, Boyden "knew every
boy by name."

Grant also mentions Patricia Carini's child study method
that she developed at the Prospect School in North Bennington,
Vt. Carini assembled a variety of materials, work and test
scores produced by a single child. All teachers then were called
together to "make sense of these materials and share their
insights about this child and the meaning of the documents before
them." Although this in-depth method could not be used for every
child, "the lessons learned in their discussions taught teachers
to be more skeptical about the paper identities of students,"
writes Grant. New York City's Brearley School boasts a similar
evaluation program. Teachers meet twice a year "to pool their
insights" about particular students, explains Grant.

St. John's College in Annapolis, Md., "gives [a similar]
process an unusual name and an unusual twist," according to
Grant. They call it the don rag. The dons, or tutors, meet at
year's end to discuss individual students. Each student sits
around the table with the tutors, "who discuss the student as if
he or she were not present." The student is allowed to join in
the discussion after 15 or 20 minutes.

Other examples of schools that fight against anonymity:
Rindge, N.H.'s Meeting School, where a student committee
appointed for each student in the graduating class is charged
with composing a statement called "The Minute" for that student.
The statement, which sums up the character of the student, is
read at graduation -- and another Quaker school, Philadelphia's
George School, where student assessment's "are grounded in
observations about one's behavior on the playing field as well as
in the classroom."”



Grant describes five themes he observed in schools where
children are known: small size; new roles and relationships for
teachers, students and principals; high expectations and tougher
challenges for students; continuity; and a holistic focus on
children. In brief, Grant suggests "keep it small. Keep it
simple. Keep awake to the whole child."

===== GOAL SEVEN: SAFE, DISCIPLINED AND DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS =====

*4 DISCIPLINE AND EDUCATION: WHAT CINCINNATI RESIDENTS THINK

Stricter discipline in the public schools is one of the most
important factors to improve school quality, according to a
recent survey of Cincinnati, Ohio residents. Yet, parents bear
the primary responsibility for disruptive student behavior, say
survey respondents.

Peter Hart Research associates conducted a survey among a
representative cross section of 604 adults in Cincinnati age 18
and over by phone between April 20 and 26, 1994. The survey was
jointly sponsored by the American Federation of Teachers and its
Cincinnati affiliate.

A survey overview points to five conclusions from the
polling data: Cincinnati residents polled are satisfied with the
performance of the public schools; the public's notion of prudent
disciplinary codes parallels polices currently set forth in the
discipline code of the Cincinnati Public Schools; parents who do
not provide the right training and values for their children are
to be blamed for their child's disruptive behavior; and most
respondents, regardless of race, reject arguments that the
district's disciplinary policies are unfair to African American
students (See DRC, 3/3/94).

Specifically, 53% of respondents agreed that the public
schools are doing an excellent, good or satisfactory job,
compared to a 52% majority who believe that the performance of
the pubic schools throughout the nation is either not so good or
poor.

The survey also found that the three most effective ways to
improve the quality of education are: better student discipline;
a bigger voice for teachers in running the schools; and rewards
for keeping the best teachers.

Respondents approved of the Cincinnati Public Schools'
adoption of a stricter disciplinary code three years ago by 62%
to 28%, "even though the code has led to more suspensions and
expulsions from school," writes the survey. The survey also
notes that the "level of approval includes majorities in every
demographic subgroup tested in the survey."

Seventy-two percent of Cincinnati residents agree that
parents bear the responsibility for disruptive students,
according to the poll. Only 4% of the public blame disruptive
student behavior on insufficient administrative support and
supervision, 3% point to poorly prepared teachers, and another 3%
fault school policies that are too lenient.

According to the survey, "the most telling evidence for
public support of the current discipline code" is revealed when
people are read a range of behaviors that occurs in middle and



high schools, and are asked what punishment should be meted out:
expulsion for up to 80 days, suspension from three to 10 days, or
a less severe form of discipline decided by the principal or
teacher on a case-by-case basis. The survey: "Without having
been told that any of these disciplinary actions are provisions
in the discipline code of the Cincinnati Public Schools, the
public recommends disciplinary actions that coincide remarkably
with the current polices" of the district.

For example, 61% of those surveyed recommended expulsion for
any student who physically assaults a student or teacher, a
provision of the code. And 75% recommend expulsion for any
student who brings a gun to school, the same as in the code.
However, a gap exists between public opinion and current policy
in the middle range of punishment. A plurality rather than a
majority would suspend a student for fighting with other
students, while the code calls for suspension. And a slight
plurality would expel rather than suspend a student for
destroying school property, while the code provides for
suspension.

According to the survey's summary of the current code,
"students can be expelled from school for up to 80 days for such
things as bringing a gun to school, physical or sexual assault,
and selling drugs. Students can be suspended from school for
three to 10 days for such things as fighting, destruction of
property, and cursing or swearing at a teacher or administrator.
Other behaviors, such as disobeying teachers and administrators,
disrupting classes or gambling on school grounds are handled with
less severe actions decided on a case-by-case basis by teachers
and administrators."

While only one in three respondents said they know a great
deal or quite a bit about the code, 81% agreed with the code's
provisions once the summary was read to them.

The survey also found that 72% of all adults surveyed agreed
with the use of special classes for students who repeatedly
disrupt class "so that teachers can continue trying to educate
them without disrupting the education of others."

Grant currently is working on a book, "Teaching in America:
Reinventing a Profession."”

*5 THE ONE-RULE SCHOOL: DOES IT WORK?

"No student has the right to interfere with the learning of
another student or the purpose of an activity," is the one rule
that governs the Glen Urquhart School in Mass., writes Ruth
Conway, a founding teacher of the school (National Association of
Independent School's THE REPORTER, Spring 1994). However, Conway
might cringe at the word rule. She writes that it is not a rule,
but rather a "guideline which covers just about any situation.”
Conway: "By not being a finger in the face it immediately puts a
person into a creative mind-set because the rule is
nondirective," which makes children conduct "an inner search for
what is implied in each situation."

Glen Urquhart is a K-8 day school with under 200 students.
Conway writes that "we are a progressive school, but not
permissive." Faculty decided four years ago to reevaluate their



discipline policy when they were forced "to acknowledge that the
dynamics of the eighth grade class were chaotic.”

Two priorities emerged during faculty discussion; the need
for a short turnaround time for misbehavior and "clarity of
policy for all constituencies," pens Conway. Other concerns
include: the policy would be chid centered, not child
controlled; it would not be punitive; students, parents and staff
would be pre-informed of consequences; the rule would protect and
support teacher discretion; and it would require follow-through
up through the headmaster.

Conway explains how the rule is implemented. Teachers
decide if an infraction has occurred. The child, who has been
informed of this procedure beforehand, "is calmly asked to leave
[their] group for a moment to think about his or her behavior."
The child is able to return once he or she "is ready to refocus
and participate," writes Conway. .

If the child is still disruptive, they are sent to the
headmaster's office, who calls home. Parents are cautioned that
if the child is asked to leave class again in the day, or twice
in a week, the child will have to go home for a day. Parents are
asked to come pick up their child if a second phone call, "a 'red
alert,'" is made. A conference among the headmaster, parents and
child occurs if the child is sent home twice.

Only one student was sent home during the first year of the
one-rule policy, explains Conway. The author also points out

that if the home situation is troublesome, "it is ... important
for the school to set a stage for reconciliation and growth by
use of counselors or therapists." Conway: "It is not the

school's role to be surrogate parents, nor therapist."

However, Conway notes that schools "need to support adults
to be in their children's lives in meaningful ways." Glen
Urquhart faculty encourage parents with children who disobeyed
the one rule to "talk over the issues and to encourage parents to
[help children] complete missed work," explains Conway.

The school is in the third year of enforcing the one rule.
According to Conway, the students recognize that faculty are not
interested in punishing them, "nor in branding them as bad or
wrong." Instead, students "understand that we have a commitment
to education and their development into good citizens who make
workable choices." Conway expresses surprise that most schools
continue to equate discipline with punishment. "The notion of
discipline as the capacity to choose appropriate and workable
behavior and action in any given situation, is not nearly as
common, " she laments.

She saves her praise for the philosophy underlying Glen
Urquhart's one-rule policy: "Students grow in their self-
discipline when they take ownership for their behavior."

For more information contact the Glen Urquhart School; 74
Hart Street; Beverly Farms, Mass. 01915; 508/927-1064)
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PREFACE

NASBE's Study Group on Violence and Its Impact on Schools and Learning was commissioned in the
fall of 1993 and charged with the formidable task of developing, over the course of a year, recommendations
for education policymakers seeking ways to understand, cope with, and help prevent violence — violence that
is seeping into America’s classrooms and, equally as important, violence that threatens the lives of many
students when they are outside of school in their neighborhoods, or even in their own homes. The following
chapters are the result of many hours spent by the Study Group reviewing the literature on violence; listening
to experts on violence involving young people, violence in schools, and conflict resolution; synthesizing
federal, state, and local actions designed to prevent violence inside and outside of schools; and learning from
the true experts — students and school staff — about their concerns for safety and the elements of safe schools.

Violence is defined by the Study Group as any condition or situation that creates actual or fear of
physical, psychological, or emotional harm and therefore impedes learning. This broad definition encom-
passes a range of activities, from namecalling and harassment to assault and murder. The goal of the Study
Group was to develop policy recommendations that foster healthy, supportive schools that are free from
violence of any kind and that stimulate learning. Indeed, many schools are safe from the gun violence and
other dangerous behaviors that have fueled a national hysteria over violence in schools, including schools in
high crime neighborhoods. The epidemic of family and community violence has not spread into each and
every school building. This does not, however, mean that there is not a pressing problem at hand. Violence,
whether it be inside or outside of schools, deadens the spirit, creates a nihilistic environment, and leads
many young people to believe that their future is so bleak that education simply doesn’t matter.

Given the rash of statistics, the sometimes numbing accounts of violence in newspapers and on televi-
sion, and the unforgettable stories told by individual students, it is easy to despair or reach for “quick fix”
solutions. This will not do. As guardians for the education of all children, state boards, in concert with
parents, other policymakers. and other agencies, must move quickly, yet thoughtfully and systemically, to
ensure that schools are safe places that promote learning and a positive future for young people. We owe them
— and our nation — nothing less.
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1. EXECUTIVE SUAMARY

Violence and the fear of violence are taking
an unacceptable toll on the lives and educations of
young people in this country. Countless newspaper
and television stories, the results of student and
tcacher surveys, and the stories of young people
themselves have been etched in the minds of educa-
tion leaders and the public alike. The statistics can
be overwhelming: forty percent of secondary
students surveyed in a Louis Harris poll said that
they knew someone who had been killed or injured
by a gun. Fifteen percent reported that they had
carried a gun during the previous thirty days. The
number of young people under age 18 arrested for
violent offenses increased SO percent between 1987
and 1991. Statistically, children are far safer on the
streets of Northern Ireland than they are on the
streets of America.

Nor are the headline-grabbing acts of violence
the only concern. So-called “lesser” forms of
violence, ranging from bullying and fist fights to
name-calling and many forms of harassment, are
also widespread in and near schools. For example,
one widely-publicized 1993 survey commissioned by
the American Association of Untversity Women
(AAUW) reported that 76 percent of boys and 85
percent of girls said they had experienced sexual
harassment; many of these had been victimized,
mostly by fellow students, with alarming frequency.

The effects of violence on both individual
students and on the learning environment can be
devastating. Those who are victims of violence, or
witness violent acts, or live in fear of being victim-
ized can suffer an array of consequences ranging
from an inability to concentrate to dropping out of
school. The AAUW survey cited above found that
nearly 25 percent of high school girls had skipped
school or cut classes because of sexual harassment
alone. Another survey found that 16 percent of all
New York City students had stayed home from
school out of fear of violence. But the future for
those young people who give in to the culture of

violence through gang or other activities is far
bleaker. frequently ending in a violent death, prison.
or a life of poverty with few chances for escape.
These are acute concerns that have already caught
the attention of state boards of education, civic
leaders, parents, and educators.

Yet violence is a multifaceted problem that is
related to a number of complex, deep-rooted societal
conditions, including poverty, racism, joblessness,
and hopelessness. Accordingly, NASBE's Study
Group on Violence and Its Impact on Schools and
Learning strongly urges education leaders and other
policymakers not to give in to calls for “fast track™
legislation that may provide money for metal detec-
tors or put some delinquent students out on the
street, but do litle to change the environments that
breed violent behaviors. This epidemic must be
attacked on many fronts, using a creative balance
of preventive as well as punitive strategies that target
the individual, the home, the school, and the com-
munity. Families must be strengthened, economic
opportunities must be made available, and children
must be taught alternative solutions to resolving
conflicts. Obviously, educators by themselves
cannot rid schools and their surrounding neighbor-
hoods of violence. A community problem necessi-
tates community-wide solutions. What has been
coined “school violence” is nothing more than
societal violence that has penetrated the schoolhouse
walls. But the role of the school, by way of its
climate and curriculum, is indeed a critical one.

In framing its recommendations, the Study
Group based its deliberations on the following three
assumptions:

e The Study Group believes that improving the
school environment greatly enhances the safety of
students from a wide range of violent behaviors that
include acts of namecalling, harassment, and bully-
ing that are pervasive even in so-called “safe
schools.” In fact, some restructuring efforts may
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actually defend against violence by creating a climate
that is both supportive to students and staff as well as
disciplined. In such an environment, young people
are valued for their own unique worth, and mutual
respect is shown (and expected) among students,
teachers, and staff. Schools that are dealing with
conflict and violence in a sustained, holistic manner
are not just safer schools — they are better, more
effective schools because they enhance children’s
opportunities to learn. Indeed, central to this report
is our belief that the best deterrence to violence in
schools is a challenging and engaging curriculum
taught by committed and well-trained professionals.

. The Study Group believes that in order to
support the healthy development of children and
youth, schools must facilitate the formation of
basic skills that enable young people to understand
and resolve conflict non-violently. Emotional and
social competencies should be integrated into cur-
ricular frameworks. Commonly'—held values that are
nurtured in young people, such as respect for one’s
self and others as well as responsibility for one’s
actions, should be reinforced by the school. Con-
flict resolution and peer mediation programs based
on available research that are comprehensive in
scope, rather than add-ons to the curriculum, are also
valuable intervention tools.

¢  Finally, the Study Group believes that schools
must never give up on young people and their
ability to learn. Clearly, ridding schools of disrup-
tive and delinquent students does not, in fact, prevent
violence; in reality, it only transfers the problem
from one setting to another. Rather than relying on
expulsion, education leaders should consider aca-
demic achievement as an effective solution to the
current epidemic. Our society can no longer afford
1o take educational opportunities away from children
and youth by placing further obstacles along the path
10 a productive future.

With the help of families and communities
nationwide, safe and supportive schools free from a
continuum of violence can indeed be a reality. To
this end, state boards of education must provide

leadership in assuring that violence or the fear of
violence deprives neither children of a meaningful
education nor teachers of their ability to foster
learning. In an effort to assist state boards to
advance learning through the prevention of violent
behavior, the NASBE Study Group on Violence
and Its Impact on Schools and Learning makes the
following recommendations:

RECOMMENDATION 1. Each state board should
develop a state plan for dealing with violence
among young people and its effect on teaching
and learning. As part of the plan, the state board
should work with a variety of stakeholders to assess
the extent of the impact of violence on young
people in their state, as well as develop and support
appropriate policies and programs that effectively
respond to the problem.

RECOMMENDATION 2. State boards of educa-
tion must protect the right of students and staff
to feel safe and secure in a classroom as well as
the right of children and youth to receive a
public education. To do so, state boards must
assure that a continuum of sanctions is available
for children and youth who have been disruptive
or delinquent. Expulsion without alternatives is
not a solution to youth violence. Efforts must be
made to keep disruptive or delinquent students, to
the maximum extent possible. in their neighbor-
hood school. At a minimum. alternative programs
with strong academic and counseling components
should be provided.

RECOMMENDATION 3. State plans should
incorporate long-term strategies to prevent
violence that include a focus on school climate
and culture; cross-disciplinary instruction about
violence, conflict resolution, and ethics; and
intervention programs such as peer mediation,
mentoring, and counseling services. Only by
thoughtfully balancing prevention and intervention
measures can educators truly reduce the amount of
violence and make a positive impact on the learning
environment.
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. YOUNG PEOPLE AND VIOLENCE

Today millions of American children, youth,
and adults no longer feel safe. One need only
review recent news accounts detailing yet another
robbery and murder at a convenience store or car
highjacking or drive-by shooting to realize that a
culture of violence has ravaged countless neighbor-
hoods and communities from coast to coast. Homi-
cide rates as well as non-fatal violent victimizations
in this country are among the highest in the world.
Fights, riots, the abuse and neglect of children, hate
crimes, and domestic violence have become all 100
commonplace, affecting people in every region of
the country.

But while the statistics are staggering, they in
no way fully measure the enormous impact, both
socially and economically, that violence has on our
nation. Frequently neglected are the many violent
incidents that go unreported, including violence in
the home, violence among acquaintances, harass-
ment, violence against young children, and physical
fighting among friends. Finally, there is the impact
of the real and perceived threat of violent crime that
has gripped much of America, affecting young and
old alike. Put together, the effects of this epidemic
over the last decade run deep, extending far beyond
victims and perpetrators and into their families,
neighborhoods, and communities. And ironically,
while most Americans deplore the violence that is
so prevalent in today’s society, our overexposure to
it via the media and the entertainment industry has
made it more or less tolerated. Have we become
desensitized to violent behavior? Has its prevalence
lessened our outrage? Has violence become an
acceptable part of our culture?

Yet of all the questions about violence and
crime that Americans ask, perhaps the most disturb-
ing is, Why is this happening to our young
people? Why are so many young people bringing

weapons to school? Why have juvenile arrest rates
for violent crime risen so sharply? Why are teenag-
ers far more likely to be victims of violent crime
than middle-aged adults? Why have so many gangs
appeared, not just in big cities, but in smaller
communities across the nation? Why do children
shoot each other over athletic shoes? The numbers
presented on these pages provide a sobering portrait
of troubled times for millions of young people. Such
numbers have caused many Americans to ask
themselves the hardest questions of all: Have we lost
control of our children? How can we help them?

In order to help policymakers, educators, and
parents answer this last question, this chapter will
briefly review some of the current knowledge about
violence, the causes and extent of violent behavior in
and around schools, and some of the debilitating
effects violence has on the ability of young people to
learn and pursue their education.

What Causes Violence?
What do we know about violence?

¢ that violence has always been part of our culture;

e that violent behavior takes on different forms,
including child abuse, domestic violence, hate
crimes, gang aggression, and sexual violence,
among others;

e that patterns of violence can vary from neighbor-
hood to neighborhood, school to school, and
community to community;

e that violence can be interpersonal or, as in the
case of suicide, directed at one’s self;

e that everyone is at risk of encountering violence;

e that certain factors may increase one’s risk of
violence;
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e that violent behavior is most often learned, from
encountering or witnessing violence in the home,
on the streets, or on television; and most
importantly,

¢ that most violence is preventable.

It has been suggested throughout history that
poverty is the root of all crime, and indeed,
socioeconomics and other inequities are thought to
be forces related to the epidemic of violence in our
society. In addition, weakened families, neighbor-
hoods, and community networks are also believed to
be associated with violent behavior. But in reality,
the experts do not fully understand why people
behave violently — why a parent beats a child; why a
husband strikes his wife: or what motivates someone
to gun down another human being. Youth violence,
like other types of violence, i1s a complex subject that
is difficult to comprehend.

While there are no easy explanations, much
attention has been focused on the many risk factors
and patterns of behavior thought to underlie the
current epidemic. These factors associated with
violent behavior are both intricate and often interre-
lated, and include such societal ills as poverty,
joblessness, hopelessness, and prejudice. Additional
related variables impacting the lives of young people
include unhealthy families; drug and alcohol abuse;
access to drugs. guns, and other weapons; past
victimization; and neighborhoods plagued by crime.

Many researchers feel that abuse and neglect
also put children at higher risk of becoming delin-
quent later in life. Others have suggested that
involvement in gangs; the influence of peers (pres-
sure not to back away from potential conflict, for
example, or pressure to carry a weapony; excessive
discipline; inadequate supervision; perceived lack of
meaningful economic, recreational, and educational
opportunity; past aggression; an inability to control
anger, conflict, and frustration nonviolently; adoles-
cent tendencies to live life “on the edge”; and the
condition of one’s family and neighborhood contrib-
ute in some measure (o our nation’s chronic youth
violence problem.

Finally. even conditions at school can influ-
ence young people to become disruptive or delin-
quent. Speciftcally, poor school performance can
increase a child’s propensity towards delinquency.
The ability of a school to engage all students in
meaningful learning is therefore critical to prevent-
ing violence. School and classroom management
practices might also inadvertently increase the risk
of violence among some students. The climate of
the school, which includes a number of factors
ranging from its physical structure to instruc-
tional approaches, is therefore also critical to
creating a safe and supportive environment
where meaningful learning takes place.

[t is clear then, that individual factors, as well
as family, school, and community considerations,
can put children and youth at risk of violence. No
particular factor. however, predisposes a young
person to a life marred by violence, nor do all
people exposed to such risks resort to violence.
Many young people, in fact, prove exceptionally
resilient to the factors that may put others at risk.
Finally, behaviors that are subject to effective
interventions can indeed be modified.

Violence Involving Young People
Youth as Offenders

Children are said to be a reflection of the
society in which they live. It should not be surpris-
ing, then, that increasing numbers of young people
are involved in violence in one way or another, as
victims or as perpetrators. Much attention at the
national, state, and local levels has been given to
youth violence, and with good reason. Violence
involving our nation’s young people has become an
all too familiar phenomenon.

During the last few years the number of
violent crimes committed by school-aged youth has
spiraled to frightening proportions. According to
the U.S. Department of Justice, for instance, the
number of people under age 18 arrested for violent
offenses increased by 50 percent between 1987 and
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1991. Arrest rates of juveniles accused of murder
rose a staggering 85 percent during this same
period. And although estimates of the use of
weapons among young people vary, the u.S.
Department of Justice reports (in its 1994 report,
Firearms and Crimes of Violence) that our younger
generation is also disproportionately affected by
crimes involving handguns. Still, only a small
number of high risk youth are responsible for most
serious juvenile offenses, according the U.S.
Department of Justice.

While media attention often focuses on
children and guns, it remains unclear how many
young people regularly carry weapons either inside
or outside of school settings. Several studies
estimate that as many as one-quarter of our nation’s
high school students carry a weapon on a regular
basis. Over one-quarter of the high school students
who participated in the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention’s Youth Risk Behavior Survey in

1991 reportedly carried a weapon, gun or otherwise,

during the month before the survey. Fifteen percent
of sixth to twelfth grade students responding to a
1993 Louis Harris poll indicated that they had
carried a gun during the previous thirty days.
Equally disturbing, almost 40 percent of those
surveyed by Louis Harris and Associates claimed to
know someone who had either been injured or killed
by a gun. Finally, eleven percent of the students
polled said they had been shot at during the past
year, while nine percent reported having previously
shot at someone else.

Young people might carry a weapon for a
variety of reasons — peer pressure to do so, to
protect themselves, as a symbol of power or status,
or to threaten or harm others. Weapons found inside
schools should sound a warning to us all that knives,
and increasingly guns. are too readily available to
children and youth.

Gangs are often cited as a growing problem
for many communities — urban, suburban, small
town, and rural. Since schools are social places
where diverse groups of young people regularly
cluster, the potential for gang aggression in and

Youth Arrest and
Victimization Rates

Youth Offending

° In 1991, 17% of all people arrested for
violent crimes were juveniles. An estimated
3,400 young people were arrested for murder;
6,300 juvenile arrests were made for forcible
rape; 44,500 were arrested for robbery; and
68,700 juvenile arrests were made for aggra-
vated assault.

. In 1991, 1 out of 5 people arrested for-
weapons violations were under 18.

Youth Victimization

° At least 2,200 young people were mur-
dered during 1991. Over 80% of homicide’
victims aged 15 to 19 were murdered witha ~
gun. In addition, over 2000 teenagers (mostly
white males) committed suicide.

. Each year, approximately 67 out of é\iery
1,000 teenagers were victims of violent crime
during the period between 1985 and 1988. By
contrast, the victimization rate for adults over
age 20 during this same period was significantly
less — 26 out of 1,000. -

Child Abuse and Neglect

. In 1991, approximately 2.7 million. .
children were reportedly neglected or physically
abused. Many researchers believe that young
people who have been physically abused are at
much higher risk of being violent themselves.
Statistically, children who were abused were
twice as likely to be seriously delinquent and
twice as likely to be arrested as though who
were not maltreated. Further, the effects of
abuse were independent of the effects of
poverty or family structure.

Source: Office of Juvenile Justice. and Delinquency
Prevention. Juveniles and Violence: Juvenile Offending
and Victimization. Fact Sheet #3, July 1993. '
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around schools should not be taken lightly. Although
there are no national estimates of gang-related vio-
lence, many say that gangs are more brutal than they
have been in years past. Furthermore, younger and
younger children are believed to be joining gangs, long
thought to provide young people with excitement, a
sense of belonging, and in some cases even money.
Finally, although gangs have been traditionally domi-
nated by young men, gang-related activity among
females is also thought to be on the rise.

Equally disturbing is the prevalence of non-
gang related physical fights among young people.
Nationally, forty-three percent of the high school
students who responded to the 1991 Youth Risk
Behavior Survey indicated that they had been in a
physical fight during the previous year — and today,
fights all too frequently escalate to the use of deadly
weapons. Many people are also concerned with
what is commonly referred to as hate crimes, in
which harm or the threat of harm is perpetrated
against another because of prejudice against an
aspect of that person’s culture.

Youth as Victims

Young offenders are not the only problem
facing educators and others concerned with youth
violence. Statistics indicate that child abuse, as well
as other victimization rates of young people in areas
ranging from violent crime to sexual harassment,
have also been on the rise. Indeed, data from recent
National Crime Victimization Surveys indicate that
contrary to popular belief, teenagers are far more
likely to be victims of violence than older Americans
(see box on page 8).

These trends in juvenile offending and victim-

ization are indeed disturbing. No wonder, then, that

violence in society, and in particular violence
involving young people, continues o attract wide-
spread public attention. The impact of violence on
families, neighborhoods, and communities is sweep-
ing and dramatic, and extends to the social institu-
tions that serve these communities — including
public schools.

Prevalence of Violence in Schools

While most schools are relatively free from
serious violent behavior, including high profile
crimes involving firearms, no school is immune.
The U.S. Department of Education reports that
between 1986 and 1990, 71 people were killed at
school by guns. With many children and youth at
risk of either developing violent tendencies or
becoming a victim of violence, and an alarming
number of teachers reporting attacks and threats of
physical harm, schools cannot disregard societal
violence and its impact on the ability of students and
teachers to partake in a quality education program.
The fear of violence at or near schools is also a
serious problem affecting students and school staff
that should not be overlooked.

Because of a lack of uniformity in reporting
mechanisms — and because countless acts of drug
use, weapons possession, and lesser acts of violence
simply go undetected or unreported by teachers and
staff — most national estimates of the incidence of
violence in schools are based on surveys of students
and teachers rather than on reported incidents. One
New York Times/CBS News poll revealed that
significant numbers of students feel that violence is
indeed a problem inside school. Nineteen percent of
white teenagers and thirty-seven percent of African
American students indicated that violence, in fact,
was the biggest problem at their school. Surveys
have shown that teachers generally feel safer in
school than students. For example, 77 percent of the
teachers participating in the Metropolitan Life Survey
of the American Teacher 1993: Violence in
America’s Public Schools indicated that they feel
“very safe” at or near school. Yet in this same
survey, only half of the student respondents reported
feeling “very safe” in school, and 23 percent of the
students polled said they had been victimized by
violence either inside or near their school.

Another research tool often referred to is the
School Crime Supplement to the National Crime
Victimization Survey. This 1989 survey of twelve to
nineteen year olds showed that approximately nine
percent of the respondents had been victims of crime
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at or near their schoois during the previous six
months. Of the nine pereent, two percent said they
had been vicumized by violent crime. while seven
percent had been vicims of at least one property
crime. such as theft. Six percent of the students said
that there were places in or near thetr school that
they avoided because they were afraid they would be
vicuimized. Fifteen percent of the students surveyed
said that gangs were present in their school. And
reports of student attacks on or threats towards
weachers were indicated by sixteen percent of the
student respondents.

Sexual harassment of and by students is
another category of violence that, while not always
included with other forms of physical violence. has
similar implications for schools. Sexual harassment

can range from namccalling or sexual comments to
unwelcome touching. being grabbed. or being
forced 1o kiss or do somecthing sexual other than
kissing. [t is surprisingly common n schools, with
both girls and boys being frequent victims of
harassment. The American Association of Univer-
sity Women (AAUW) Survey on Sexual Harassment
in America’s Schools (8th to 11th grade). conducted
by Louis Harris and Associates. found that 76
percent of the boys and 85 percent of the girls
reported being harasscd. with close 1o 25 percent
being harassed “often.” The connection between
sexual harassment and school safety is very real. As
one high school girl who had experienced harass-
ment wrote: “The experience was unnerving. [ was
rattled. 1 felt insecure and vulnerable at school,
which should be a safe place for learning.”

® a positive, caring relationship with an adult;

tion Forum, Summer 1992,

¢ high expectations for behavior and abilities; and
* opportunities for meaningful participation and involvement.

Protective Factors and Resiliency

Many children exposed to factors that put them at risk of a number of problems, including delin-
quency, drug and alcohol abuse, and school failure, nonetheless avoid these problems and develop into
healthy and productive adults. In recent decades, researchers trying to learn why some children are more
resilient than others have studied numerous cohorts of children in an attempt to identify so-called “protective
factors,” or those conditions that foster resiliency in young people despite the negative odds they face.

A resilient child has been described as one who is socially competent, self-efficacious, and an effective
problem-solver who is able to negotiate through a web of adversity. Longitudinal studies of resilient
children indicate that the following protective factors, present in the family, school, and community, serve
as a buffer against those variables that put that child at risk of unhealthy behavior such as violence:

Though many risk and protective factors exist outside of school, resiliency research supports the
notion that effective schools can enhance protective factors in students, thereby reducing the risks they may
be exposed to at home and in their communities. Such schools offer students an environment that fosters
caring and supportive relationships with teachers, school personnel, and classmates. High expectations are
held for all children and youth, who are given the support they need to meet such standards. And students
are encouraged to be involved in school and extracurricular activities. These three factors, which foster a
bond between child and school, are key ingredients to the healthy social and emotional development of all
children, particularly those at increased risk of violence and other social problems.

Source:  Bonnie Benard, “Fostering Resiliency in Kids: Protective Factors in the Family, School, and Community.” Preven-
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The Impact of Violence on Young People
and Their Education

Untortunately. there 1s much more 10 the
epidemic of violence in our society than simple
statistics. Numbers don’t capture the crushing
impact that violence has on individuals. tamilics.
schools. communities. and our nation as a whole.
Every facet of one’s hife 1s aftfected when violence is
experienced, whether one 1s a victim or a witness.

For victims. the impact can be physical, social,
emotional. and even financial. Becoming a victim of
violence may generate feelings of anger, sadness,
fear. guilt, depression, and distrust, as well as
physical and emouonal ctiects. In extreme cases.
children in crime-ridden communities who have been
repeatedly exposed to violence can even suffer post-
traumatic stress disorder. Other children may not be
allowed out of the housc to play. Indeed, the fear of
violence in many neighborhoods and communities is
giving rise to a gencration of young people who, in
order to assure their safety. are kept indoors,
isolated from their pecrs. In the worst cases, our
violent society leads some young people to anticipate
an early mortality. Indced, some Washington, D.C.
youth have reportedly prepared for an early death by
planning their own funerals.

The effect that experiencing or witnessing
violence can have on a child’s overall development
naturally extends into the classroom. Cognitively
speaking. children living mn fear may have trouble
paying auention. concentrating, and learning.
Socially, the stress of being a vicum, or of witness-
ing acts of violence, may make it more difficult for
children and youth to relate 1o others n the class-
room — and they may also become disruptive or
even aggressive. In somce cases they may withdraw
from the classroom experience entirely.  Psychologi-
cally, children that expericnce violence may develop
problem behaviors, or they may regress in an
attempt to cope with the imsufferable events around
them. This, in turn, can interfere with their healthy
growth and development. In short, the trauma of
being vicumized. or of sccing a loved one harmed by

violence. nevitably affects a child's behavior in the
classroom as well as his or her abihity to learn.

Sadly. as shown earlier. victimization rates of
young people are disturbingly high and scores of
students have been exposed to violence in one way
or another. An astonishing forty percent of thirteen-
lo sevenieen-year-old respondents to the New York
Times/CBS poll cited above indicated that they knew
someone who had been shot during the past five
years. And so regardless of the extent of violence
actually occurring inside schools, many students live
and learn in fear of the violence that is plaguing so
many neighborhoods and communities.

When it does occur, violence inside schools
can be particularly trying for students, teachers, and
school personnel. Violent or disruptive behavior can
not only destroy a positive learning environment in a
classroom, it can negatively affect the ambiance of
an entire school. Fear inhibits the ability of teachers
to teach and students to learn. Fear of harm can also
affect school attendance, for parents might keep
children home from school in order to assure their
safety. Furthermore, young people may decide to
stop going to school altogether if they fear for their
personal safety inside school. Nine percent of all
middle and high school respondents to a New York
statewide survey, and 16 percent of New York City
students, said that such fear led them to miss school
during the previous year.

The AAUW study cited above also explored
the educational impact of sexual harassment on
students. The survey found that students who had
been victims of sexual harassment reported a disturb-
ing number of detrimental effects: nearly a quarter
of the girls said they had actually stayed home from
school or cut classes because of the incidents; nearly
as many said the experience had made it hard to
study, and nearly thirty percent said this had made it
hard to pay atiention in school.

In addition to academic losses, the fear of
violence also threatens extracurricular and other
social activities, which may be reduced by schools in
an effort to prevent violence in or around campuses.,
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The Role of Media/Entertainment

Television and other media violence are frequently blamed for today’s epidemic of violence. The
American Psychological Association’s report Violence and Youth: Psychology’s Response looked at a
number of national studies and concluded that “there is absolutely no doubt that higher levels of
viewing violence on television are correlated with increased acceptance of aggressive attitudes and
increased aggressive behavior.” Many believe that the absence of pain, grief, remorse, and conse-
quences for violence seen on television and in movies or heard in music sends the wrong message —
that violence is an acceptable way to solve their problems and that violence is symbolic of power..
Moreover, the brutality that saturates many of the best-selling movies and video games is seen as ;
unhealthy for young people and even dangerous. Finally, analysis of TV programming points to ,
another disturbing angle — that women and people of cqur’_ are- disproportionately portrayed as.: -
victims, while powerful men are more often the killers. The manygﬂr¢s§grqh'5tﬁdie5'-tl,1at have founda -

correlation between violence on television and aggressivex_l_eés; amoyig--_;-yoi_lng'pgoplev back up so

these contentions.

of o

Another concern is that media violence intensifies the fear:of victimization that has become 2

daily part of life for many people. In other words, increased- é;(pbsqté'-'tp-mg:dia reports of vibl@:ﬁ e
well as the violence in movies and music and on TV, may generate ¢xcess anxiety' in children; o
attitudes toward violence that lack sensitivity and empathy.:- Given the: prevalence of television;.

as .

and music in our society, it is no wonder that schools are increasingly ‘being called on to teach:media- =

literacy to our nation’s young people. -

Others .a:gue, however, that blaming Hollywood andthemed

is‘nothing more than .

scapegoating, and that such arguments are ill informed_abl'(.'_)i_lt-_m_cf',_ _é__c_ip—.r'_OOiedf 6rigih§____that lea@l,sogleoﬁcz.f .-
to behave violently. Still others may fear censorship of what is perceived-to be imippropriate‘..f“FOr '
now, despite the available research, the debate continues. ST '

Yet it is important to keep in mind that many children will ‘spend ‘as much or more time.
of the television than they will ever spend in a classroom. For example, twenty-five percent
student respondents to the 1993 Metropolitan Life Survey.on school ‘violerice said’that they ‘watches
four or more hours of television, even on school days. 'Tﬁé,:'pofehtjal'f'faf television to-influence " ;.

children’s behavior, either positively or negatively, is therefore significant.-

or which students fearful of violence may simply
avoid. For example, one middle school student from
a Maryland suburb told the Study Group he had
stopped going to school-sponsored dances because of

the growing number of fights and tensions at these
events.

Finally, the devastating effects of violence on
the educations and future lives of those young people
who resort to such behavior cannot be ignored.
Suspensions and expulsions can easily lead such
students to drop out entirely in favor of life on the
street. While precise numbers are difficult to obtain
due to lack of reporting requirements, it is known

that dropout rates in some districts still range
between 25 and 50 percent, leaving hundreds of
thousands of young people without educations or
resources — or much hope for a better life. It is in
just such circumstances that violence and crime
flourish, costing the nation billions of dollars in law
enforcement, prison construction, and lost produc-
tivity. And as homicides have become the leading
cause of death for men aged 18-36 (and the third
leading cause of death for schoolchildren aged 5-
14!) many will pay the ultimate price, and thousands
of families will needlessly suffer the grief of losing
loved ones at far, far too young an age.
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I1. State Board of Educafion Leadership

Each state board should develop a state plan for dealing with violence among
young people and its effect on teaching and learning. As part of the plan, the
state board should work with a variety of stakeholders to assess the extent of the
impact of violence on young people in their state as well as develop and support
appropriate policies and programs that effectively respond to the problem.

The traditional response to violence in this -
country has come from the criminal justice system.
Yet as rates of violence among young people have
risen over the years, it has become increasingly clear
that a multidisciplinary approach that includes
education is needed to address this complex prob-
lem. While the root causes and effects of violence
extend far beyond the schoolhouse doors, the
potential for public education to reduce and prevent
violence should not be understated. By virtue of
their mission, state boards of education clearly have
an opportunity to positively impact the future of
children and youth by creating safe and supportive
schools full of hope and promise, and where mean-
ingful learning takes place. Furthermore, as
policymakers and advocates for children, state
boards are well-positioned to shield young people
from violence by reducing some of the factors that
put children at risk of violence later in life.

The core of the state board response should be
the development of a state plan for dealing with
violence among young people. Recognizing the
critical role that a solid and engaging educational
program in each school plays in reducing violence.
such a plan may be part of the state’s overall educa-
tion reform package. or it may stand alone while
being closely tied to the larger plan. However it is
structured, it should include the following elements:

¢ a definition of violence in schools;

* a plan for assessing the extent and nature of the
problem in the state:

e a strategy for collaborating with other agencies
and organizations;

¢ assistance to local districts and schools in the
development of their own violence prevention
plans and strategies; and

* means for monitoring state progress in reducing
violence among young people.

A Critical Assessment of the Problem

A basic first step for state leaders addressing
violence and its impact on schools and learning is to
assess the extent and nature of the problem. This
will involve developing a definition of what the state
means by violence, followed by a statewide look at
the epidemiology of violence involving young
people. Epidemiology is a field of medical science
that surveys the incidence, pervasiveness, and
control of health problems affecting the population.
Violence, in fact, 1s now perceived as a public health
problem because of its significant impact on morbid-
ity and mortality rates.

An understanding of the factors that put
children and youth at risk of violence is critical to a
thorough assessment of the problem. Because state
boards are concerned with the impact of violence on
learning, their assessment must examine violence by
and upon young people both inside and outside of
school. An understanding of patterns of violence in
school is essential, but it is not sufficient. As
discussed earlier in this report, the factors that
increase one’s propensity toward violence are often
complicated matters stemming from the home, the
childcare or school setting, the neighborhood, and
the community. State boards should therefore
involve a wide range of stakeholders to ensure that
asscssments estimate violence involving young
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people in all environments. Only then will boards
have a complete picture of violence and young
people. the risk factors involved, and the impact on
students and their ability to learn.

Collaboration with health and human service
agencies, law enforcement, juvenile justice and other
youth-serving organizations will therefore be useful
_ even necessary — to state boards of education as
they come to understand the patterns of violent
behavior. Only then can boards develop and support
appropriate prevention and intervention strategies.
Armed with an understanding of young people in their
state who are victims and perpetrators, policymakers
will be better able to design strategies that specifically
address their risks and behaviors.

Reporting Requirements

Some states have little information about how
violence has impacted their public schools and how
the schools have responded. This is because of the
variance in reporting requirements among local
districts and states. Some, though not many, states
require districts to report violence in schools (o a
central location such as the state education agency.
Even if reporting is required, however, differences
in the way districts define violence in school may
interfere with a general assessment of the problem.
The Study Group defined violence as any condi-
tion or situation that creates actual or fear of
physical, psychological, or emotional harm and
therefore impedes learning. Namecalling, harass-
ment, and bullying constitute violent behavior under
this definition. It is important, however, that cach
state board develop its own criteria that defines
violence in school, especially if they plan to require
local districts to report such incidents to the state.

Critics of state reporting requirements may be
concerned with implementation costs. Others may
worry that reports might be sensationalized and that
negative attention might be focused on schools where
violent events have taken place. The latter is indeed
a very real concern. After all, the last thing most
schools would want is a report card chastising them
because of reported incidents. State boards of

The biggest obstacle that we all faced in
preparing reports on this topic for the State
Board was the lack of consolidated informa-
tion on the nature of the problem of school
misconduct and crime in the state... Informa-
tion is needed from the LEAs, from local
school board members, central administra-
tors, school building administrators of
elementary, middle and senior high schools,
and teachers. Those involved in both law
enforcement and the judicial system need to
be involved as well as representatives of
other state and community agencies that
address the problems of children such as
public health, mental health and social
services. Parents are a key component as
well as members of the community.

Creating Safe Environments for Learning in
North Carolina’s Public Schools, North
Carolina Educational Policy Research Center

education, therefore. should take steps to remove the
stigma attached to schools and districts that report
incidences of violence. Rather than being punished
by the negativity that might follow such reporting,
these districts should be provided with support and
assistance. The purpose of statewide reporting is 1o
assess the extent and nature of violent behavior
inside schools. The stigma attached to reporting
incidences, left unchecked, can become a barrier to
compliance with such a requirement. And if
districts do not uniformly report incidences of
violence in accordance with the state’s definition,
any assessment of the problem will be incomplete.
Data regarding the nature of violence in school
settings will be neither valid nor reliable.

Indced, better systems for measuring violence
in schools are needed in order to design effective
programs to prevent and reduce such behavior.
Substantive information about the violent events as
well as the perpetrators will provide state
policymakers with a better understanding of the
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sources of the problem — namely, the factors that
put students in their state at risk of various types of
violence. Prevention and intervention efforts can
then be designed to reduce these risks.

Assisting Local Districts and Schools

Part of the state plan should include assistance
to local districts and schools in the development of
their individual plans for responding to school
violence. Such support can come in the form of
resources (such as grants for specific projects or
programs) or technical assistance (development of
model school plans or policies). For their part, state
boards of education and state education agencies
should serve as a resource for model safe schools
programs, policies, and plans that foster safe and
supportive schools that enhance learning.

Providing such a service will not always be
easy, however. While an abundance of information
on how to reduce violence in schools is readily
available. including a multitude of educational pro-
grams that have recently flooded the market, not all
such programs have undergone rigorous evaluation.
Many programs are still fairly new. Others may
have been evaluated, but not longitudinally. Clearly,
more research is needed before we can conclusively
say which strategies will work where and why. For
the present, then, it is especially important that
“BUYERS BEWARE!" Programs that seem promis-
ing on paper may not be proven effective in the
classroom. Furthermore, a program that is effective
in one setting may not be effective in another.

States may wish to help further the research
base by providing resources for model programs and
requiring vigorous evaluations as part of the grant.
In the meantime, state boards and other educators
who are forced to pick and choose among a number
of alternative programs and strategies should keep in
mind the following themes:

e A comprehensive prevention program should
include multiple interventions that are woven

into the entire fabric of the school. For the best
results, classroom-based initiatives should not be

- implemented in isolation of other interventions;
rather, they should be part of a school-wide
program that includes a focus on school climate,
schoo! discipline, and conflict resolution and
mediation.

* A systemic approach that is linked to and sup-
ported by the community is essential to the long-
term prevention of violence involving young
people. School-based prevention and interven-
tion programs that are adopted without sufficient
assessment, testing, and evaluation are often
criticized as quick fix responses. Unfortunately,
there is no simple solution to this problem.

e  Prevention strategies should address the factors
that put young people at risk of violence, as well
as protective factors that foster resiliency. They
should do so, moreover, in a manner that is both
developmentally and culwrally appropriate.

e The goals of any prevention program or plan
should build on the educational mission and
goals of the state, district, or school.

e Strategies should be based on current research
regarding effective prevention and intervention.

Unfortunately, the Study Group acknowledges
that even the highest quality educational programs
alone are not enough to win this battle. Such
programs are only one of a number of necessary
components of a community-wide plan to combat
this epidemic. School-based interventions need to be
reinforced by prevention efforts aimed at home,
neighborhood, and community, and other youth-
serving organizations and agencies, in addition to
students themselves and their families. Collabora-
tion at all levels is critical. At the state level, state
boards of education can model cooperation and
collaboration while ensuring broad-based participa-
tion and dialogue. Through policies, and more
importantly process, they can serve as a bridge
between public education and the larger community.
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Integrating Violence Prevention into State Plans under Goals 2000

Because of the far-reaching effects that violence has on teaching and learning, the question of how to
reduce and prevent violence should be included in state education reform plans. During the next several
years, many states will be using funds available under the Goals 2000: Educate America Act to develop or
build upon state education reform efforts. (Goal Six states that “By the year 2000, every school in America
will be free of drugs and violence and will offer a disciplined environment conducive for learning.”) States
that choose to participate in Goals 2000 must submit a state educatron improvement plan that includes
content and performance standards, assessments, and opportunity-to-learn standards or strategies.

Congress gave tremendous flexibility to states, allowing each state to define the term “opportunity to
learn” based on the criteria it deems appropriate and in the form either of standards or strategies. (The
1mplementat1on of the standard or strategy is purely voluntary at the state and local levels.) Because the
concept. ‘of:opportunity to learn is undefined and. somewhat amorphous hmrted only by how it will help
students- meet content and performance standards, a state s opportumty -to- learn standards may stretch
beyond tradmonal notrons of teaching and learning. '

Grven this flexibility, school safety is an appropriate issue for states to address as they develop
opporr'umty':' o-learn standards or strategres The Natronal Education Standards and Improvement Council
will cert] fy voluntary national opportumty -to-learn standards based on a number of criteria stated in the law.
One of the elements.the Council will use is “the extent to which school facilities provide a safe and secure
env1ronment for leammg and mstructron :

Although states are not required to consider the same. elements for opportunity-to-learn standards or
strategres as the Council, the listed elements do provide guideposts for the wide range of areas that states
may deem approprrate opportunity-to- learn criteria for their students. The safety and security of students
and school staff should be considered a key element of a child’s opportunity to maximize learning at school,
and in many schools'is no less important to learning than the quality of the instructional materials.

Checklist for Action

v/  Collaboration and cooperation with federal, state, and local agencies, organizations, and stakehold-
ers should be fostered by state boards of education as part of an assessment of and response to
violence involving children and youth in their state.

7/ The state board should utilize its position to raise awareness among lawmakers about the serious
impact of violence on the state s public schools and the actions that must be taken to help stem this
epidemic.

/ State boards should ensure that their violence prevention plan is consistent with and integrated into
the state’s overall education reform plan.

7/ State boards should serve as a resource for model safe schools policies and plans as well as preven-
tion and intervention programs that have been evaluated and proven effective.

v/ State boards should challenge political leaders at all levels to provide the resources and the leader-
ship that is needed to respond to this emergency.
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Federal Initiatives

The Administration and the 103rd Congress focused an unusual amount of attention on
violence as it affects children, youth and schools. While everyone has decried the rise of violence
by and against children and youth, the proposed prevention solutions have not always engendered

widespread bipartisan support. The major federal legislation recently enacted on violence and
schools consists of:

. The Safe Schools Act, a one-year program of $20 million that'provides competitive grants to
local school districts to conduct a variety of prevention programs such as conflict resolution, peer
mediation, hiring security guards and installing metal detectors. ‘

. The Safe and Drug Free Schools and Commumtres Act, whrch will be the renamed versron of
the Drug Free School and Communities Act, reauthorized-in 1994. The new Act will requlre state
and local school districts to take a comprehensive and integrated approach to violence preventron

. The Omnibus Crime Act of 1994, which balances prevention with punishment.” After heated' .
debate, several of the youth prevention programs were retained in the enacted legislation. For :
example,. the Act creates an interagency Ounce of Prevention Council to coordinate crime preven- -
tion programs; Community Schools for after-school, summer and weekend programs for chlldren

and youth; school-based education, mentoring and .other programs for at-risk children; and a block
grant of local crime prevention activities distributed to local: -governments for programs that may
include schools

. ® The Gun Free Schools amendment to the Elementary and Secondary Educatron Act, enacted o
March 31, 1994, which mandates that all school districts have a policy of expelling a student w_ho .
brings a gun to school for a minimum of one year or forfelt federal funds. The chief officer:of the_v .
district may waive the rule on a case-by-case basis — language that is primarily mtended t0 protect ‘
the “stay put” provision in the Individuals with Dlsabrlmes Education Act.!

! The Gun Free Schools amendment will sunset unless it is included in the reauthorization bill that will be enacted.by t]re'

end of the 103rd Congress. A proposal in the House reauthorization bill woutd change the provision so that districts are _
required to have a policy dealing with students who bring weapons to school, but which does not dictate the content of the
district’s policy. The U.S. Department of Education, at this time, has not issued regulations on the Gun Free Schools . -
provision. '
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V. Responding to Violence and Disrupfive

Behavior in Schools

State boards of education must protect the right of students and staff to feel safe and
secure in a classroom, as well as the right of children and youth to receive a public
education. To do so, state boards must assure that a continuum of sanctions is avail-
able for children and youth who have been disruptive or delinquent. Efforts must be
made to keep such children, to the extent possible, in their neighborhood school.

Expulsion

Education leaders are naturally frightened by
the increasing prospect of violence in schools — and
the far-reaching effects that violence and disruptive
behavior can have on teachers and students should
not be understated. Yet the Study Group is con-
cerned that in some instances, the widespread fear
among educators is overriding the educational
opportunities of some children and youth. Indeed,
public anxiety about violence involving youth is at
an all time high, and the mounting pressure for
school safety has culminated in an unsettling trend:
many young people are being expelled from public
schools without alternative educational programs in
place for them. As advocates for all children, state
boards of education should be vocal against the
excessive use of expulsion, reserving such disciplin-
ary actions only for those cases where it is abso-
lutely necessary: for serious and chronic violent
offenders. Moreover, board members should
oppose legislation linking federal funds to expulsion
mandates that do not provide resources for alterna-
tive educational programs.

Visionary and creative leadership among state
boards is critical to protecting the rights and safety
of all students and school staff. While any student
or staff member who threatens the safety of others
should be removed from a classroom, as appropri-
ate, such students must continue to be provided with
a quality education that includes conflict resolution,
appropriate psychosocial services, and plans for
reintegration into the neighborhood school. Inter-

vention and deterrence should be individualized and
student-centered. State boards of education must
therefore ensure that a continuum of consequences is
available for children and youth who have behaved
violently or are disruptive, and that to the maxi-
mum extent possible efforts are made to keep such a
child in the neighborhood school.

Board members should be proactive in the
development of viable alternatives to expulsion so
that children and youth who have had discipline
problems can remain in their regular school if
possible. Such efforts are essential, because in many
cases the structure and support of the classroom may
be one of the only positive paths toward success
available to such children. The focus on academic
achievement and personal growth that is provided by
a good school can have a positive impact on behav-
jor. Furthermore, in some situations there is no
alternative educational program available to children
and youth who have been expelled. Many students -
who are removed from school may never return to a
classroom — and what is probably the last best
chance many of these young people will have for a
positive future is thrown away.

Policymakers must be honest in admitting
that expulsion does not solve the problem of youth
violence. Expulsion only shifts the problem away
from the classroom to neighborhoods, and fre-
quently to the streets near schools. An expelled
child becomes a problem for parents, a potenti'al
problem for the larger community, and all too often
for police and the juvenile justice system.
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Parents and students have every right to expect that school will be havens of safety for their children in
a very violent world. That cannot occur without a serious and significant response to the problem.
While it is important that violent and aggressive youth be removed from their school situation so safety
prevails for students and staff, we must also be careful not to create “throw away kids.” Schools must
always be the last bastion of hope for children.

Recognizing that the cost of incarcerating a young person in New Jersey is $28,000 per year, it
is substantially better, on financial grounds alone, to educate that child, provide him with job and
socialization skills than it is to allow him/her to become a more skillful criminal and greater threat to
society. Therefore we must address both the needs of the general population as well as the needs of
the violent student. Otherwise the problem will manifest itself in a different venue — Main Street,
USA rather than in the schools.

People who are uninformed or simply looking for notoriety may offer a simplistic recommenda-
tion -- swift and permanent removal of violent students from school will result in a satisfactory solu-
tion. It will not! To the contrary, many of the problems that schools have are from those students

school.

who have been expelled or suspended trying to reenter the school itself.

Too often schools do not take a proactive position to preventing violence and vandalism, fearing
that utilization of police or security personnel will reflect poorly on the school. Instead it should
demonstrate to parents and students that the school authorities have genuine concern and care for their
safety and have taken steps to prevent one of the numerous problems...from happening in their high

The Report of the New Jersey Department of Education Violence and Vandalism Prevention Task Force

Today policymakers and administrators at all
levels are under tremendous pressure to rid the
schools of young peoplec whose behavior has been
disruptive. It is important to remember, however,
that students are not only cxpelled for bringing a gun
to school. Young people can be removed from
school for an array of behaviors, dependant upon
state and local policy. State boards of education
should take steps to ensure that expulsion is neither
used needlessly nor discriminantly against children
in their state. Boards should also advocate for local
flexibility and discretion so that decisions to cxpel
can be made on a case by case basis. Finally, if
expulsion is statutorily mandated. state boards should
argue for funding to accompany the mandate so that
alternative education can be made available for
students expelled under the law.

Alternatives to Expulsion

The Study Group challenges education leaders
to send a positive message to students perceived to
be violent or disruptive: that they will be held
accountable for their behavior, that they are going to
be educated. and that they are valued. As visionary
leaders, state boards of education and state education
agencies should develop alternatives to expulsion
that. o the greatest degree possible. can be carried
out within the regular school setting. Some alterna-
tive consequences that, depending on the severity of
the behavior, can be used in place of expulsion
include the following:

¢ in-school suspcnsion;
e school service projects;
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e COMMUAILY SETVICC Progranis,

e home instruction:

o cvening and weekend academics: and
e counscling programs.

These are just a few examples of how children
who have been in trouble can be disciplined without
heing expelled. Yet more creative alternatives are
clearly needed, and the Study Group emphasizes
that policymakers and administrators must be
allowed sufficient discretion so that appropriate
sanctions can be designed that are cffective re-
sponses to the behavior in question.  Lacking viable
alternatives. students will either he removed from
the school or continue to agitate and frustrate their
teachers and classmates. Indeed. nearly half of the

tecachers responding to a survey released by the
National Center for Education Statistics in 1991
indicated that their ability to manage a classroom
was impeded by a lack of alternative programs for
disorderly students.  Thirty-five percent of public
school principals responding to a similar survey in
1992 said that a lack of alternatives impacted their
ability to sustain a disciplined environment.

In developing alternative programs, efforts
should be made to ensure that the punishment fits
the behavior, and that this connection is understood
by the student in question. In addition, to be
eftective alternatives to expulsion should:

¢ take litde or no time away from instruction;

Recommendation 5: School systems should provide high quality alternative educational
programs for violent students who have been suspended from school. The General Assembly
should fund alternative programs.

...Because of the expense of alternative educational programs, it is expected that such a placement
would constitute the last step in a continuum of services for such students. Placement should be viewed
as temporary, with the goal being the return of the student at the appropriate time to the regular school
setting. While the format of such alternative educational programs may vary from a small informal
program similar to homebound instruction in some systems to more formal school settings in larger
systems, the focus must be on providing a strong academic course of study with a therapeutic emphasis.
Other service agencies such as Public Health, Mental Health, Social Services, Juvenile Justice, etc.,
must be an integral part of the team providing this alternative program.

Whatever the cost of alternative education programs, it will pale in comparison to the human cost of
further violence or even the annual cost of incarcerating such students later in life. In fact, it is about
10 times as expensive to send a student to training school as it is to educate him in the public school.

During the 1991-92 school year, it is estimated that over 1,300 students were suspended for the remain-
der of the school year for violent behavior. A quality program which will both teach and treat these
students will cost about $3,500 in additional funds beyond current funding levels per student or an
annual cost of $4.5 million. Failure to intervene at this level may lead to placement in training school
at an annual cost of more than $32,000 per student.

from Executive Summary Report of the Task Force
on School Violence (North Carolina)
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The State Board of Education and the Juvenile Probation Commission Board recognize that all
students should be educated; and

WHEREAS, An education is critical to students having the knowledge and skills necessary to make respon-
sible choices; and

WHEREAS, An education assists students in becoming productive citizens; and

WHEREAS, In the interest of all students’ health, safety, general welfare, and the opportunity to benefit
from an education, expulsion at times is necessary; and

WHEREAS, Expulsion is a deterrent to students receiving an education and may increase students’ vulner-
ability of becoming involved in juvenile crime; and

WHEREAS, The State Board of Education and the texas Juvenile Probation Commission Board recognize
that the community as a whole must accept and share the responsibility for meeting the needs of expelled
youth; and

WHEREAS, Alternative educational programs may foster student success through non-traditional ap-
proaches; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education and the Juvenile Probation Commission Board advocate for
the creation of alternative educational programs for students that have been expelled from school; and, be it
further

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education and the Texas Juvenile Probation Commission Board
request the 74th Texas Legislature to appropriate adequate funding for alternative educational programs for
expelled students; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That any funds available for alternative educational programs for expelled students be
allocated on the basis of documented broad community support, multi-district collaborative efforts, and

Texas State Board of Education

commitments from other appropriate public agencies to share responsibility for needed services.

Texas Juvenile Probation
Commission Board

» provide counseling or other psychosocial
services, as necded;

o teach conflict resolution and other problem-
solving skills;
e maintain high standards for learning and behav-

101,

e accommodate various learning styles in an effort
to work with all children and youth. as well as
redirect their energies;

* be appropriately supervised: and

e cngage family members in seeking a solution.

Under some circumstances. a student’s behav-
jor may warrant his or her removal from school. In
such cases. schools are obliged to take whatever
steps arc necessary Lo ensure the safety and security
of all students and staff. It is essential, however,
that alternative placements be available for children
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Securing the School Building

A variety of strategies, ranging from closed campuses to dress codes to high-tech communica-
tions devices, are being employed around the country to ensure the safety of students and school
personnel while they are at school. Issues to be considered when discussing any security measure
include the cost of implementation, the effectiveness of the proposed change, and the impact that the
measure will have on the overall ambiance of the school. The following paragraphs describe a number
of approaches that have been taken to prevent societal violence from spreading into classrooms,
hallways, and cafeterias.

Security Personnel — Many districts have taken steps to augment the presence of adults on campuses
by both increasing the visibility of school personnel and assigning security staff to schools. In some
jurisdictions, police officers have been designated to patrol schools, while other districts have hired
their own security staff. In any case, efforts should be taken to ensure that school sccurity personnel
have been trained to interact with children and youth and that they are fully integrated into the school
community.

Metal Detectors — Debate on the use of stationary and hand-held metal detectors continues as schools
around the nation wrestle with sensitive security issues related to how to keep weapons out of school
while at the same time maintaining a pleasant learning environment rather than a fortress mentality.
On the plus side, metal detectors may increase campus security by locating weapons before they can be
brought into school. Unfortunately, while such instruments may reduce the présence of weapons inside
schools, they do little to stem violence in general. The results of a 1992 survey of New York City high
school students conducted by the CDC indicate that metal detector programs may prevent teens from
bringing weapons into schools, but they do not lessen the amount of youth violence or weapon-carrying
taking place outside of school. Respondents attending schools where security officers randomly
scanned incoming students with hand-held metal detectors were less likely than students at high schools
without metal detectors to report having carried a weapons inside school and on their way to and from
school, but just as likely to report carrying a weapon outside of school.

Building Design — Barricades, fences, and other physical barriers have becn constructed around some
schools in an effort to control access to the building as well as to separate the school building from its
surrounding neighborhood. In its report Violence in Schools: How America’s School Boards Are
Safeguarding Your Children, the National School Boards Association reports that an Arizona district
built fences along campus borders after one school experienced a drive-by shooting.

Communications and Technology — A communications system that links classrooms with the school’s
central office, or with the authorities in case of an emergency, may be designed to increase safety
within classrooms. Telephones and/or alarms may lead teachers, in particular, to feel more secure in
their classrooms. which may be located a good distance away from the school’s central office. Video
cameras can also be placed in schools as surveillance tools and as deterrents to disruptive behavior.
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and vouth removed from their school. Developmen-
tally appropriate instruction should not be inter-
rupted.

Many districts have alternative placements
available for students who are suspended or expelled
from public schools. Generally, aliernative schools
are designed to serve students who are cither at risk
of dropping out of their regular school or have
trouble learning in a convenuonal classroom.
Traditionally, students who have had difficulties in
school that may or may not be related to discipline
have enrolled in alternative programs. School
systems around the country. howevcr, are having to
create more alternative schools m order to handle the
numbers of students who are suspended or expelled
because of discipline problems,

State boards of education need to monitor the
cxpansion of akiernative schools for a number of
rcasons. First and foremost. steps should be taken
to ensure that these scttings do not operate simply as
schools for so-called ~“bad kids.”™ The sigma
attached 1o students assigned 1o a reform-type school
is potenuiatly harmful. and puts the future of these
students in even more jeopardy. Furthermore. the
availability of alternative schools should not be
allowed to give rise 1o more expulsions and refer-
rals. In the spirit of inclusion. efforts should always
be made to educate children with discipline problems
in their regular school. Finally. educaton leaders
must ensure that the removal of a child from a
classroom is never based on race or disability. or
used to suppress civil rights inany way.

The ultimate goal of alternative placements
should be to return students to their home school.
Therefore, in order to prepare students for re-entry
into the regular classroom. as well as for their lives
after graduation. alternative programs should
provide all students with:

* high-quality academics:

e a disciplined environment that enforces high
standards of behavior:

e quality counscling and other support services, as
needed:

s contlict resolution. mediation. negotiation. and
other non-violent problem-solving skills:

e individualized mtervenuon and small-group
INsStrucion:

e puidance and goal scting. 1o prepare students
for the next stage n their lives: and

s a personalized environment that accommodates
various styles of learning.

Depending on the students they serve. aliernative
schools may also provide the following services:

s carcer counscling:
e opportunities for job training:
¢ counseling for drug or alcohol abuse: and

¢ flexible scheduling for older students.

State board policies should extend to public
alternative schools and the students who attend them.
Alternative programs should be monitored as part of
the board’s accreditation and program review
processcs.

School Safety Policies

Policies on discipline and the possession of
alcohol. drugs. and weapons have been developed by
most school districts. Other policies related to
violence in school govern the use of suspension and
expulsion, referrals to alternative programs. and a
plan of action to be put in motion in the event of a
threatening situation. Such policies. as well as codes
of student conduct and policies related (o sexual,
racial. and religious harassment. should bc made
clear to all students and staff. All codes of conduct.
moreover, should make clear the range of sancuons
that will be imposed for various violations. Stu-
dents. parents, and staff should be made aware of
what is cxpected of them as well as what will happen
in the event that a rule is broken. Discipline policics
should also outline due process procedures and set
forth an appeals process for those charged with
infractions. so that students and their parents are
aware of their rights as well as their responsibiliies
under the school’s policies.
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Parents, teachers, and students should be
included in the development of such policies. All
policies should reflect the constitutional rights of
students and staff, including their right to due

Checklist for Action

process. In order to be effective deterrents to
misbehavior, moreover, policies must be consistent
with federal, state, and local laws and guarantee
fairness towards everyone.

/  State policymakers should assess the quality of alternative education programs as part of their

monitoring function.

7/ State and local policymakers should assure that rules, regulations, rewards, and recognition are
made clear to students and staff as well as applied consistently.

v/  State Boards should promote the inclusion of mediation, crisis intervention, and classroom
management skills in teacher training and staff training and development programs.
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V. Preventing Violence: The School Environment

A ] °
and Curriculum

State plans should include long-term strategies to prevent violence that incorporate a focus
on the climate and culture of the school; cross-disciplinary instruction about violence,
conflict resolution, and ethics; and intervention programs such as peer mediation,

mentoring, and counseling services.

Without a doubt, young people who behave
violently either inside or outside of school should be
held accountable for their behavior. Fair and
consistent discipline, imposed by both schools and
the juvenile justice system, is esscntial to deter
children and youth from engaging in violence.
Punishment and deterrence, however, are only part
of the solution. The Study Group believes that
schools and their surrounding communities must
simultaneously take action on another front in order
to effectively reduce violence for the long term —
that of prevention.

A preventive approach to violence among
youth involves recognizing. understanding, and
modifying the wide array of risk and protective
factors that influence young people and their propen-
sity to resort to violence. Broad-based community
prevention efforts. therefore. might include attcmpts
to provide jobs in the community. strengthen fami-
lies, rehabilitate abusers of alcohol and drugs.
influence the portrayal of violence by various media,
support victims of violence. and improve schooling.

Because factors that may lead to violent
behavior can affect children at an early age, it is
important that prevention and intervention efforts
reach even the very young. Public schools, serving
over forty-two million children every day, are
therefore natural agents (along with parents, fami-
lies, and religious and other social institutions) for
community change.

While many state policymaking bodies have
made serious efforts to reducc violence among

young people, the reality is that most violence
prevention through education is implemented at the
district or school building level. Today. many
schools are facing this problem head on. They have
used such long-term prevention strategies as restruc-
turing efforts to change the culture of the school;
cross-disciplinary instruction about violence, con-
flict, and social competencies; and anti-violence
programs such as peer mediation, mentoring, and
counseling services. However. such strategies are
not always comprehensive or sustained. Key to
successful prevention is that classroom-based
initiatives should be carried out as part of a
school-wide effort, which in turn should be
implemented in conjunction with community
interventions aimed at the family, the neighbor-
hood, and the local economy. Only a community-
wide, comprehensive approach to the prevention of
violence can crcate an environment in which children
and youth can put their resolution and mediation
skills to good use when they are outside of school.

Restructuring Schools to Prevent Violence

Education is a powerful tool for preventing
societal violence. Schools that provide a safe and
supportive atmosphere where students are engaged in
meaningful learning can provide children with the
promise of a meaningful and fulfilling future. Good
schools and teachers can help mitigate the feelings of
hopelessness typical of violence or poverty-ridden
neighborhoods or dysfunctional families — conditions
frequently associated with violent and disruptive
behavior in young people. The Study Group be-
lieves that such schools:



26

National Association of State Boards of Education

foster a caring atmosphere that promotes
positive attitudes and relationships among
students and staft:

make policics and plans clear to students,
parents. school personnel. and the surrounding
community:

encourage the involvement of parents, families.,
and others in the community:

make counseling and other health services
available as needed:

provide high quality carecr counseling and
school-to-work programs:

hold all students to high standards for learning
and behavior, without making distinctions
between supposedly high and low achievers: and
enforce rules and regulations consistently and
tairly.

An Innovative Approach to Developing
School Leaders: The Indiana Princi-
pal Leadership Academy

Responding to calls for more intensive
professional development opportunities for
public school principals, the Indiana General
Assembly in 1986 appropriated funds to
develop the Indiana Principal Leadership
Academy (IPLA). What is unique about the
IPLA is that it provides much more than short-
term professional development. Indiana
principals participating in the program commit
themselves (o undergoing extensive training
during 18 days of inservice over the course of
two years. Instruction centers on a number of
topics related to leadership skills, effective
communication, school climate, and school
programs. Using a mixture of reading,
lectures, group work, and field experiences,
academy sessions are designed to empower
principals by providing them with the skills
they need to be effective managers as well as
leaders of school change.

Some researchers believe that certain aspects
of a school’s organization and climate can influence
the incidence of violent and other disruptive behav-
1or within schools. For example, smaller schools
{or schools within schools) can better foster the
supportive relationships and increased communica-
tions among students and staff that can lead to
personal growth, a supportive school climate. a
reduction of tensions. and other means of helping
students resolve conflict in nonviolent ways. Team
teaching, wherc several teachers are assigned to the
same group of students over a number of months or
years, may also help nurture meaningful relation-
ships between students and their teachers. On the
other hand. the practice of academic tracking may
lower the self-esteem of students identified as low
achievers. leading in turn to a sense of hopelessness
in place of a commitment to learning.

Another feature of school climate and organi-
zation that can atfect safety is the overall mission of
the school. The importance of making policies and
regulations clear to students and staff was outlined
in the previous chapter. The mission of a school,
however. is more than just us disciphine code. The
mission should include goals for students and staff,
as well as statements about the value of young
people, the importance of learning, and the promise
of an cducated lifc. In essence. the mission is a
statement about the culture and direction of the
school. much likc the mission statements developed
by the state board of cducation or by corporations.
The mission statement. posted for all to see and
taken 1o heart by staff, can incrcase cohesiveness in
the school setting and strengthen the focus on
learmng. thereby reducing discipline problems.

The Study Group believes that a restructured
schoo! should operate as a community within the
larger community. A vital relationship between the
school and the larger community can strengthen the
link between education and life outside the school
and increase the likelihood that Iessons and behavior
learned in onc environment will transfer to the
other. In addition, a community school would
remain open after regular hours and on weekends so
that children have a safe place to participate in
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activitics that are healthy. constructive. fun. and
supervised. i is paramount that preventon ctforts
provide young people with safc alternatives 1o
trouble. Schools can play a vital role in doing so.

Finally, effective leadership is essential to
creating a supportive, safe, and secure school
climate. Many principals have literally transformed
schools barraged by delinquency nto safe and
disciplined havens focused on achicvement. [tis
important that state boards support efforts to recruit
and develop effective school lcaders -- visionary
principals who are strong. yct caring: who are in
touch with and available to teachers. students, and
parents; and who are often scen in the hallways,
classrooms, and on playgrounds.

Violence Prevention Curricula

Intervention sirategics implemented at the
classroom level in the form of curricula and instruc-
tion are also central to the ability of a school to
prevent violence. State boards of education have
broad authority over curriculum guidelines and
instructional practices. Indeed. curriculum reform is
often a centerpiece of statewide reform efforts. State
boards. therefore, can promote the development of
program designs, curriculum guidelines. and nstruc-
tional and assessment tools that emphasize the kind
of problem-solving and decision-making skills that
children need to lead a life free of violence.

The prevention of violence through education
should not be limited to schools that are currently
having problems with conflict and disciphine. The
Study Group believes that all schools should provide
young people with the skills that they need to
understand and manage conflict. to communicatc and
negotiate. to make healthy decisions, and to resolve
problems without resorting to violence. Further-
more. the Study Group belicves that schools should
play an important role in building character among
young people by fostering values that provide
alternatives to violence.

Today many schools across the nation have
turned to violence prevention intervention programs

to deter children and youth from resorting to vio-
lence both inside and outside of school. As with
other prevention cfforts, there is not enough research
available on such programs that tetls us whether or
not they actually alter behavior for the long term.
Longitudinal evaluations of many programs probably
won’t be available for scveral years. However,
many such programs, when implemented along with
other interventions, appear promising. parucularly
when they are:

¢ developmentally and culwrally relevant;

* woven into the entire fabric of the school. rather
than just added on to the curriculum:

¢ implemented at all grade levels:

¢ part of a comprehensive school and community-
wide prevention effort; and

¢ implemented consistently over time.

A common approach to school-based violence
prevention has been the addition of conflict resolu-
tion to curricula and instruction. Conflict resolution
education teaches students of all ages how to under-
stand. cope with, and resolve conflict non-violently:
how to effectively manage anger or frustration: and
how to control their behavior. Through instruction.
group work, and role play. students may be asked o
solve a problem through listening. negotiation, and
compromise. Attention 1s focused on the causes and
consequences of conflict, and how it can be scttled
non-violently. Another intcrvention strategy often
implemented with conflict resolution 1s mediation,
whereby teachers, parents, or students are trained to
be mediators in real-hfe conflicts at school.

Some states now require a separate contlict
resolution course, while others teach skills for
settling disputes across more than one discipline. In
social studies. for cxample. students can learn about
past conflicts as well as our history of societal
violence. The Study Group believes strongly that
such lessons should accurately depict past and
present events.  Discussion of war, for cxample.
should neither glorify violence nor mininmize its
consequences.




28 National Association of State Boards of Education

The Resolving Conflict Creatively Program

One violence prevention program that aims to create a culture of nonviolence throughout the
entire school is the Resolving Conflict Creatively Program (RCCP). Begun in 1985 in New York
City public schools. this K-12 program, jointly sponsored by Educators for Social Responsibility-
Metro. is now being implemented in 250 schools in 5 districts nationwide: New York City Public
Schools: Anchorage School District; New Orleans Public Schools; Vista Unified School District in
California: and the South-Orange Maplewood School District in New Jersey.

While many conflict resolution programs include only a curriculum component, RCCP takes
a comprehensive approach to the prevention of violence. In addition to curriculum, RCCP focuses
on how to create a school climate that is both caring and supportive of students and staff. Parent,
student, and staff involvement are central to the RCCP philosophy. Included in the model are a
number of components, including the following:

. A Curriculum Component: Elementary, secondary, and special education curricula, focus-
ing on violence prevention, conflict resolution, and multiculturalism have been developed by
RCCP. Through role play, group work, and other instructional techniques, RCCP curricula
develop conflict resolution skills in young people, helping them to communicate, cooperate,
negotiate, and solve their problems peacefully. RCCP also educates children and youth in inter-

cultural understanding. Lessons in multiculturalism focus on “bias awareness™ and how to counter
bias.

o A Training Component: Teachers and administrators are thoroughly trained by RCCP staff
before they begin implementing the program. The intense staff development component covers the
nature of conflict as well as conflict resolution, plus instructional approaches such as role play and
cooperative learning. RCCP instructors also prepare classroom teachers to integrate conflict
resolution skills across a varicty of curricula. Finaily, RCCP provides follow-up assistance and
support to teachers by assigning an RCCP staff member to them who visits their classrooms
several times a year.

. A Mediation Component: Students are trained to be peer mediators in some schools that
have been implementing RCCP for over a year, so that faculty familiar with the program are
available to support and coordinate the student mediation program. Students who have undergone
three days of intense training are then available to mediate disputes among their peers.

° A Parent Component: In an effort to encourage students to employ conflict resolution skills
outside of school, a growing number of RCCP schools are implementing a parent involvement
program. Parents are then trained to teach other parents about handling conflict.

Source: William DeJong, Ph.D. Learning Peace: The Resolving Conflict
Creatively Program in the New York City Public Schools.
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Some critics of conlflict resolution tear a
“solution of the month™ mentality among
policvmakcers and administrators: after a program 1s
quickly sclected. they may oo casily feel that the
problem is solved. case closed. As noted carlier.
attenuon must be baid to a number of tactors
associated with violence among young people — the
underlying causes. the effects. the patierns of
violence in a particular school or community. In
addition. it is clear that more long-term cvaluative
data is needed betore sweeping conclusions can be
made about the impact of the assortment of conflict
resolution programs that arc currently being mar-
keted. Critics also warn that much of the research
showing that programs have led to positive change
in students are based on surveys of teachers and
students. While such results appear promising.
many researchers are calling for morc in-depth
cvaluation. Lastly, some experts warn that the
resolution. mediation. and problem-solving skills
that arc cultivated in students may not. in fact. affect
their behavior outside of school. particularly if they
are repeatedly exposed to violent attitudes and
behaviors in their homes, in their neighborhoods,
and on their televisions. However, some programs.
including the Resolving Contlict Creatively Program
that is featured on page 28, havc taken a compre-
hensive approach that aims to extend its influence on
behavior beyond the classroom.

In the final analysis policymakers and educa-
tors must analyze the problems in their own state.
become familiar with the science of behavior, weigh
the available evidence concerning prevention
programs -- and then take their “best shot™ in
choosing which programs will be the most effective.
While serious evaluations should be supported.
given the urgency of the current situation, we cannot
afford to wait for the results of long-term research.
Too many young lives arc at stake right now.

Character Education
Like conflict resolution, character education

can either be taught as a separate course or infused
into various curricula. Character education might

We recognize that the foundation of
our free and democratic society is a popu-
lace educated to respect sound values and
make intelligent decisions through open
discussion and the exchange of ideas. It
follows, therefore, that the schools, working
with the home, religious institutions,
government, business and industry, and
community organizations, must actively
reinforce basic. clearly identified values. In
that way, present and future generations
will develop the character. acquire the
knowledge. and possess the wisdom needed
to function in society.

Character Education in Ohio:
Sample Strategies,
Ohio Department of Education

include lessons about values that promote democ-
racy. pluralism, and responsibihty to the commu-
nity, thereby guiding the development of young
people into conscientious citizens. Instruction might
also include a discussion of values that are harmoni-
ous with the non-violent resolution of conflict.
Finally, character education can teach students about
their rights and responsibilitics before the law and
help them think about the consequences of their
behavior from a larger societal context.

Oftentimes. character education is depicted as
the indoctrination of values that may or may not be
compatible with one’s self, fanmly. or culturc. By
no means does this report endorse such a scheme.
The Study Group feels, however, that it is important
for schools to reinforce some of the values that are
common to sociely, such as responsibility, honesty.
and respect, through seuting examples for young
people as well as through quality cducation.

Conflict resolution, mediation, and character
education arc just a few of the many educational
interventions that arc practiced in clementary.,
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middic. and high-schools across the country - Other Sull other intervenuons target specific populations of
classroom-based programs designed 1o prevent students. such as young people who have witnessed
violence each children and youth the following: violent events: gang or potential gang members; or

children who have been abused or neglected.
e social and emotional competencics:

e crime prevention: Again, such interventions should be supple-
e law-rclated education, to foster knowledge of mented by other cfforts so that the approach is

and respect for the law: broad-based. A comprcehensive prevention program
e violence avoidance: made up of layers of interventions and linked 1o
e education about fircarms; and community cfforts 1s essential if children are 10 use
o media literacy. the knowledge and skills that they learn inside

school out in their neighborhoods, in their homes,
and in their future lives.

Violence Prevention and Comprehensive School Health Programs

Public health experts agree that most major health problems are caused by: drug, alcohol, and
tobacco use; behaviors that cause injury, including violence; inadequate physical activity; inadequate
diet; and sexual practices that result in diseases such as HIV/AIDS and/or unwanted pregnancies.

All these behaviors share some characteristics. All are established during childhood and early
adolescence. Indeed, the CDC 1991 Youth Risk Behavior Survey reported that 26 percent of the high
school students surveyed had carried a weapon within a month from the survey; 42 percent had been in
a physical fight; 82 percent had ever drank alcohol; and up to 31 percent had ever used marijuana or
other drugs. Furthermore, all these behaviors are interrelated; all affect educational achievement; and
all are preventable.

A comprehensive school health program can influence these behaviors in an integrated way.
Education and skills development in one area reinforces other topics, and learning builds year by year.
When taught sequentially by well trained staff, a comprehensive school health program helps children
and adolescents learn the skills they need for healthy and productive lives. These skills include:

e communication and negotiation skills needed to handle peer pressure;
¢ making decisions that are well-informed and consider consequences;
¢ taking responsibility for one’s health and actions;

® respecting one’s self and others;

¢ thinking critically about media messages;

* handling stress in positive ways;

¢ understanding and expressing feelings in non-harmful ways; and

® participating in community activities.

These skills are essential for preventing violence, substance abuse and other health problems, just
as reading and writing skills are essential in science, math, and history. Learning to apply health
promotion skills to a range of personal behaviors at an early age strengthens students’ ability to avoid
violence and become better citizens along the way.
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Checklist for Action

v/ State boards of education should explore ways to collaborate with other stakeholders to foster
opportunities for present and future employment as well as safe and healthy after-school

activities.

v/  State boards should encourage each school to have a comprehensive plan in place that promotes
positive, safe and supportive school environments.

v/ State boards of education should take steps to include conflict resolution as well as character

education in curricular frameworks.

v/ State boards should promote the inclusion of conflict resolution, multiculturalism, and the
impact of violence on learning and behavior in teacher training and staff training and develop

ment programs.

CONSULTANTS TO THE STUDY GROUP

Suzanne Day. Senate Subcommittee on Children, Families. Drugs. and Alcoholism

Lashaun Howell, Student. Children’s Express
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Ron Laney. Acting Director. Missing and Exploited Children’s Programs. U.S. Department of Justice

Linda Lantieri, National Director, Resolving Conflict Creatively Program

Stuart Merkel, Student, Children’s Express

Bill Modzeleski, Director. Drug Planning and Outreach Statf. U.S. Department of Education

The views expressed in this report do not necessarily coincide with the views of the consultants listed above.
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