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May 19, 1997

Mr. Dennis Burke 
Domestic Policy Council 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Burke:

I write to you to express concern over U.S. efforts to curb methamphetamine abuse.

Since 1978, National Defense Council Foundation’s (NDCF) mission has been to study 
the immediate and long-term effects of low intensity conflicts internationally and report 
these findings to U.S. lawmakers, the general public, and media. Too often, these 
conflicts become intertwined with the drug trade, threatening our national security.

Ten years ago methamphetamine abuse was little known, today it has exploded like no 
other drug. The current action has been to go after over-the-counter medicines. The only 
problem with this is that that there is no evidence these products have played a 
measurable role in the manufacture of illegal drugs.

Last year, before Congressional testimony on “Narcotics Threat to the United States 
Through Mexico-S. 1547,” George Doane, chief of California’s Bureau of Narcotic 
Enforcement cited Mexico’s cartels and non-regulation of precursor chemicals for 
dominance in the methamphetamine industry. In addition, Thomas Constantine, 
administrator of the Drug Enforcement Administration, indicated that the problem we now 
face are the several hundred clandestine labs often located along States bordering Mexico 
and operated by individuals with direct ties to Mexican based organizations.
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Reflecting both the increased methamphetamine trade in Mexico and the country’s effort 
to combat it, seizures in 1992 rose from virtually none in 1992 to 1,100 ponds in 1995. 
Ephedrine seizures climbed from just over three tons to seven tons in the same period.

While many do not question Mexico’s inherent right to be a proud nation, the drug threat is 
real and we must continue to ask tough questions on certification. For Mexico this means 
an end to political corruption, stepped-up arrests of traffickers, and controls on precursor 
chemicals. For the United States this means increased border searches and cooperation 
with Mexican political figures to make a broken narcotics control system work.

Countless articles and editorials have run across the nation about the threat Mexican drug 
trafficking poses to the United States. I have enclosed one by NDCF for you information. 
Thank you for your concern.

Sincerely,

F. Andy Messing, Jr. 
Major, Special Forces 
USAR (Ret.) 
Executive Director
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CARSON NIGHTWINE/ROWAN KELLY
"■^resident Clinton signed the 
I ^Comprehensive Metham- 
i"^phetamine Control Act on 

JL Oct 3, 1996. This new law 
attacks, precursor chemicals and 
establishes new penalties for traf­
ficking in chemicals and the pos­
session of equipment needed to 
manufacture m^amphetamines.

Mr. Clinton said, ‘1 am particu­
larly pleased we are acting before 
this epidemic spreads.” Mr. Clinton 
added, “We have to stop ‘meth’ 
before it becomes the crack of the 
1990s. And this legislation gives us 
a chance to do it” Unfortunately 
"meth” is not a new problem in the 
United States. Methamphetamine, 
which is known on the street as 
“speed,” “crank,” or "ice,” is a pow­
erful stimulant So powerful in fact 
that the Drug Enforcement Admin­
istration (DEA) has called it the 
most lethal substance to hit the 
streets during the entire 35-year 
war on drugs.

Methamphetamine use has spread 
to all areas of the United States and 
continues to be on an upswing. Esti­
mates from the Drug Abuse Warning 
Network (DAWN) indicate that 
methamphetamine-related emer­
gency room episodes increased 346 
percent from 1991 to 1995.

Like other illegal dru^, metham­
phetamine can be administered in 
a variety of ways. It ttan be snorted, 
injected, smoked, or taken orally. 
No maner how it is administered, 
methamphetamine is instantly 
mind-altering. Users typically 
experience increased alertness, 
decreased fatigue, and an overall 
feeling of euphoria. This euphoria, 
however, conceals a host of dangers 
faced by individual methampheta­
mine abusers. According to the 
Center for a Drug Free Workplace, 
prolonged methamphetamine 
abuse causes "severe depression, 
weight loss, rapid mood changes, 
hallucinations, and permanent 
brain, heart, and lung damage." 
Intravenous methamphetamine 
users face the further risk of 
acquiring HIV/AIDS.

A methamphetamine-induced

Unabated methamphetamine abuses
I
I
I

i
“It's an at'home polygraph. Now we can ask Junior if he’s faking the 

at-home drug tests we’re giving him.’’
"high” cortificially boosts self-confi. 
dence, m.my users are overcome by 
a so-called "superman syndrome.” In 
this smte, methamphetamine abusers 
ignore their physical limitations and 
attempt tasks which they are nur- 

' mally incapable of iterforming.
Methamphetaniines can be iiro- 

duccd.-virtually anywhere. Motel 
rooms, trailer parks, and subur­
ban homes can all be turned into 
clandestine "meth" lalis cap.'ible

of producing substantial quanti­
ties of the drug The technical 
know-how- needed to produce 
methamphetaniines can easily be 
found on the internet. These pecu­
liarities make the production of 
methamphetamine unique, and 
especially difficult to control. 
Recent analyses have indicated 
that methamphetamine from 
these labs ctin be as high as 97-99 
percent pure.

About the only thing that stands 
in the way of widespread produc­
tion and distribution of metham­
phetamine is the limited avail­
ability of the chemicals required 
to make it. Ephedrine and hydri- 
otic acid, two components of 
methamphetamine, are tightly 
controlled in the United States. 
Yet the recent surge in metham­
phetamine use suggests that drug 
traffickers are finding ways

:IWmethamphetamine ;;^bu8e

recent surge In methamphetaniliic

'Atoii^^i^precursor dtfA- 
cals may be eflSectivetyregt^ in

routes 1
gin the

around this impediment.
In the past the methampheta­

mine problem was centered in the 
southwestern United States. The 
DEA even identified California as a 
"source country" of methampheta­
mine because of the hundreds of 
illicit drug labs throughout the 
state. More than 1,800 deaths were 
caused by methamphetamine 
abuse from 1992-1994 — a 145 per­
cent increase in just bvo years. The

ican trafficking organizations have 
been able to deliver the chemicals 
needed to produce mediampheto- 
mine to associate living in the Unit' 
ed States, these associates then 
*‘cook”Up’* and distribute tbe~&ud 
product. In addition to f-is practice 
of illicit chemical diversion, these 
criminal groups also smuggle- 
methamphetamine produced in 
Mexico to the United States.

It is this “Mexican Connection” 
that makes methamphetamine a 
particularly ominous threat. 
Operating with impunity south of 
the U.S.-Mexico frontier, the Mex­
ican trafficking organizations are 
now in a position to expand the 
methamphetamine market in the 
United States. With their cocaine 
and marijuana businesses already- 
booming, we can expect these 
organizations to market metham­
phetamine alongside their cache 
of other illegal substances in more’ 
and more cities across America.

Carson A. Sightwine. Jr. and 
Rowan B. Kelly are research assis­
tants at the National Defense 
Council Foundation
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High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area

MAY 22,1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. ATTORNEYS FROM SEVEN DISTRICTS ANNOUNCE
MEDWECT HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREA (HIDTA)

TO FIGHT METHAMPBETAMINE IN FIVE-STATE REGION

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - United States Attorneys from seven districts in tUe nation’s
heartland today announced the establishment of a five-state anii-dmg plan by federal, state and
local law enforcement agencies specificaUy to fight the spread of the illegal sfimulant
methamphetamine throughout the Midwest.

The Midwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area, or HTOTA, which includes Je stato 
of Iowa Kansas. Missouri, Nebraska and South Dakota, was designated by Gen. Barry K. Mckf&ey, Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), m January. The
Midwest HIDTA is funded by an $8 million bipartisan Congressional appropriation.

Today in a series of announcements at sites throughout the five states, federal prosecutors
from those’ states’ seven districts unveiled Midw^ HIDTA’s strategic mission, structure and
operating budget for its inaugural fiscal year, which is currently underway.

Making today’s announcements were U.S. Attorneys Stephen J. Rapp, Northern Dis^ct of
Iowa; Don Nickerson, Southern District of Iowa; Jackie N. WUliams, Distnct
Edward L. Dowd, Jr.. Eastern District of Missouri; Steve HiU. West^ ""^h^l^ota’
Thomas J. Monaghan. District of Nebraska; and Karen E. Schreier. Distnct of South Dakota.

"The Midwest HIDTA promotes a comprehensive, cooperative strategy by law e^ori^ent
at the federal state and local level to meet the problem of methamphetamine head-on, said U .s.
Attorney MoWhan. Chairman of the Midwest HIDTA’s 20-member Executive Committee.

Since the HIDTA concept was initiated by the ONDCP in 1990. 15 regional designations,
including the Midwest HIDTA, have been made. The designations recognize the regiom as
having the most critical drug trafficking problems that adversely impact the nauon as a whole,
and then attempt to focus anti-drug resources on those problems m a cooidumed fashion.
Missions are specific: one HIDTA might address only cocaine; another only marijuana.

"In the Midwest, in the span of just a few years, methamphetamine has r^idly become
Public Enemy Number One," said Executive Director Mike Hinkle, who is coordinatmg
Midwest IHDTA’s activites from a headquarters office in Kansas City, Missouri.

(MORE)

1201 Walnut Strout, Sto. 2300, Kstneae City, Missouri 64106-2149 
Phone 816-426-4314 Fax 816-426-5186
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Statistics from the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration show that 12 clandestine
methamphetamine labs were seized in the five-state area during Fiscal Year 1993,14 labs durmg
FY im, 66 labs during FY 1995, 305 labs during FY 1996, and in just the first six months
of FY 1997 (October 1996 through March 1997), 235 labs have been seized.

•"The threats posed by this illegal industry go far beyond severe health risks to the use^"
Hinkle said. "The related increases in crime, particularly violent crime, threaten aU of us. The
environmental and public safety hazards presented by the labs themselves threaten all of us. The
expense of simply reacting to these problems hurts all of us in the pocketbook.

But the Midwest HIDTA is employing a series of proactive strategies to fight meth:

* The Midwest HIDTA Investigative Support Center, based in Kansas City, Mo., will
collect analyze and disseminate intelligence information and other data to participating agencies.

* Oandestine Lab Certification Seminars and Equipment wUl provide equipment and
conduct training for agencies on safety procedures for meth lab invesiigadon's.

* Forensic Laboratory Enhancement, Training and Equipment will increase personnel
and upgrade equipment to provide greater on-site support for meth lab investigations.

The Nebraska Task Force Enhancement/Coordination will create a system to better
coordixiate Nebraska’s existing anti-meth task forces.

* The Iowa Enforcement Initiative will seek to reduce meth distribution in Iowa.
* The Missouri State Metropolitan and Rural Drug Task Force HIDTA Ekihanccanent

Project will identify and combat the proliferation of clandestine labs in Missouri.
* The South Dakota Comprehensive Initiative wiU increase investigations and provide

officer training to better coordinate anti-meth efforts in South Dakota.
* The Kansas Methamphetamine Enforcement Initiative will focus on reduemg the

amount of meth imported, manufactured and consumed in Kansas through aggressive
enforcement, prosecution and demand reduction mitiatives.

* Regional and State Drug Demand Reduction Campaigns will utilize multi-media efforts
to educate the public about problems associated with meth, and offer community-based solutions.

* The DEA Methamphetamine Investigation Support will provide additional funding and
technical equipment to assist local, state and federal law enforcement in investigations.

♦*+**#*******#***#♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

For More Information About Midwest HIDTA’s State and Local Strategies;
Stephen J. Rapp, Northern District of Iowa, (319) 363-6333.
A1 Overbaugh, Southern District of Iowa, (515) 284-6283.
Chris Watney, District of Kansas, (316) 269-6481.
Edward L. Dowd, Jr., Eastern District of Missouri, (314) 539-6889.
Chris Whitley, Western District of Missouri, (816) 426-4213.
Anne Camp, District of Nebraska, (402) 221-4757.
Karen Schreier, District of South Dakota, (605) 330-4400.
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Midwest HIDTA’s Structure and Leadership
The Midwest HIDTA was designated in January 1997 by Gen. Barry McCaffrey, Director

of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), a White House agency. HIDTA
(pronounced "HIDE-ah") is a designation given to regions of our country that are determined
to have the most critical drug trafficking problems that adversely impact the nation as a whole.

The Midwest BOCDTA, which specificaUy addresses problems associated with
methamphetamine, includes the states of Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and South Dakota.
It is one of 15 such HIDTAs designated by the ONDCP since the program began in 1990. The
other HIDTAs, each with a unique mission, are in Houston, Los Angeles, New York/New 
Jersey, South Rorida, the Southwest Border, BaltimoreAVashington, Puerto Rico/U.S. Virgin
Islands. Atlanta, Chicago, Philadelphia/Camden. Rocky Mountain, Gulf Coast, Lake Comity
Indiana, and the Pacific Northwest.

The Midwest HIDTA is overseen by a 20-member Executive Committee, whose members
represent the ranks of local, state and federal law enforcement within the five states.

Members of the Executive Committee include Chairman Thomas J. Monaghan, U.S.
Attorney for the District of Nebraska; Steve Hill, U.S. Attorney for the Western Distria of
Missouri; Stephen J. Rapp, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Iowa; Karen E. Schreier,
U.S. Anomey for the District of South Dakota; Sam Bcrtolct, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of Missouri; Allen C. Curtis, Director of the Nebraska Crime Commission; Col.
Ron Tussing, Nebraska State Patrol; Ken Carter, Director of the Iowa Division of Narcotics
Enforcement; Joe Frisbie, Chief of Police of Sioux City, Iowa; Gary Kempker, Director of the
Missouri Department of Public Safety; Col. Fred MUls, Missouri State Highway Patrol; Lany
Welch. Director of the Kansas Bureau of Investigation; Jim Swafford, Chief of the Kansas City,
Kansas. Police Department; Doug Lake, Director of the South Dakota Division of Criminal
Investigation; Bill Pattison, Chief of the Sioux Falls, S.D., Police Department; Joe Corcoran,
Special Agent In Charge, U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, St. Louis; George Andrew,
Special Agent In Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Omaha; F. Gerard Heinauer, U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service. Omaha; Tom Fischer, U.S. Customs Service, St. Louis;
and Pat Finnessiy, Internal Revenue Service, St. Louis.

DaUy operations of the Midwest HIDTA are coordinated by Executive Director Mike
Hinkle, a 26-year veteran DEA Special Agent who most recently served as Chairman of the
Board of Professional Cotiduct at DEA Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

1201 Walnut Street. Ste. Z300, Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2149 
Phone 816-426-4314 Fax 816-426-5186
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Midwest HtDTA’s FY97 Operating Budget

Office of National Drag Control Policy, a White House agency.

In its inaugural year, the Midwest HIDTA has aUocated funding for law enforcement 
initiatives on a regional, state and local level. As shown below, the allocations to each of the 
five states in the Midwest HIDTA- Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and South Dafcota- 
include monies that will be passed down to local agencies within those states.

PFOTONAT. TNTTIATIVES

* Midwest HIDTA Project Staff
* Midwest HIDTA Intelligence Center

STATE INTllATTVES

* Missouri State Highway Patrol HIDTA Project
* Nebraska Task Force Enhancement
* Iowa Enforcement Initiative
* KftyigQg Methamphetamine EnforcMnmit Initiative
* South Dakota Comprehensive Initiative

$235,227
$1,000,000

$1,084,735
$612,774
$450,585
$636,000
$425,216

OTHER lATlVES

* Regional and State Demand Reduction Campaigns
* Hiring of Special Assistant U.S. Attorneys
* State Forensic Lab Enhancements

$464,700
$387,655
$761,413

*************

1201 Walnut Street, Ste. 2300, Kanaes City, Miaeeori 64106-2149 
Phone 816^26*4314 Fax 816-426-6186
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What is Methamphetamine?

MeUiainDhetitiiiiiie or mefh, U a powerful syutlietic stimulant that is prodncetl and so d
illc^^m C!^mles. poVder Z chunks. Two such fonns of dmg me co^y

m cMk and ii^Crank refers to any form of meihampheiarame, te ^y
to yeUowish grainy powder that is snorted, injected, smoked or swallowed. Ice is a erystaUi^
iSfcS fZ of the drug that produces a more intense reacnon than cocame. Ice

appears clear and crystal-likc, resembling frozen water.

Methamphetamine in all forms is an extremely addictive drug that produces sev^e
cravings. Mediampbetamine stimulates the central nervous system, with effects lastmg anywhere
from eight to 24 hours or more.

Short-term effects of methamphetamine nse include incre^ alertness, a ^ of weU- 
behffi naranoia, an intense high, hallucinations, aggressive behavior, mcreas^ h^ r^.
Sn^ions, extreme rises in body temperature, unconliollable movements,
insomnia, impaired speech, dry or itchy skin, loss of appetite, acne or sores, and numbness.

Lone-term effects of methamphetamine use include fatal kidney and lung disordm, brum
damage, depression, haUucmaUons. violent and aggressive behavior, sev^ wei^t 1^

^aanold-schizophrenia, decreased sociabiUty, poor coptng abdmes, dwmrbed
personality development, liver damage, stroke or death.

Methamphetamine causes a severe crash after its effects wear off. The crash, or low
feeling is more intense and longer lastmg than those associated with cocaine or other stimu^.
The drug’s adverse affects continue to cause damage to users long after the use h^ sto^.
Methamphetamine abuse can lead to legal, financial and social problems, and there is an
increased risk of chUd abuse and neglect for chUdren whose parents use the drug.

Once predominantly acquired from iUegal sources outside of the United States, or from
clandestine production facilities oti the west coast, the recent years have seen a proUferation of
Clandestine meth labs in the Midwest. Production methods have been simplified to the pomt that
a person willing to invest a few hundred dollars in over-the-counter pharmaceuticals and
relatively easily-to-obtain substances from chemical supply houses and common hardware stores
can produce several thousand dollars worth of potent methamphetamine in a "bathtub" lab.

1201 Walnut Street, Ste. 2300, Kansas City. Missouri 64106-2149 
Phone 816-426-4314 Fax 816-426-5186
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WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI

STEPHEN L. HILL, JR.
1201 W«|«H Street. Suiu 2300 • K>ni» City, MO 64106-2149 • («16> 426J122 ♦ ConUct: Chrit Whitley. Public ARekt OfBur

MAY 22, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. ATTORNEY: MISSOURI A KEY BATTLEGROUND IN NEW
HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREA (HIDTA) INmATTVE

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - Steve HUl, United States Attorney for the Western District of
Missouri, said that Missouri’s law enforcement agencies will have a crucial role in a five-stale
anti-metbamphetamine strategy announced today.

Missouri, along with Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and South Dakota, comprise an officially
designated High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA), a definition established by the Office
of National Drug Control PoUcy, a White House agency.

The HIDTA designation means that Missouri law enforcement will receive a signific^
share of the region’s $8 million Congressional appropriation to fight meth this fiscal year, with
more funds to come in future years, Hill said.

"The HIDTA concept recognizes that there are regions of our country that have serious drug
trafficking problems affectii^ our nation as a whole," Hill said. "Here in the Midwest, our
problem is the production, trafficking and use of meth. "

During calendar year 1996, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration assisted or
participated in seizures of 290 clandestine meth labs in the five-state HIDTA region. Of that
number, 235, or 81 percent, were in Missouri, Hill said.

"Clearly, Missouri is the key battieground for fighting this qiidcmic." he smd. "In terms of
labs alone, no other state in the region is nearly so challenged by this problem as we are.
Nationally, only California has reported more lab seizures."

Appropriately, HUl said, Missouri will play a key role in the Midwest HIDTA’s various
strategies in its first year of setting up operations:

(MORE)
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♦ The Headquarters Office for the five-state Midwest HIDTA is located within the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in Kansas City, Mo. Executive Director Mike Hinkle, who oversees the day-
to-day operations of the initiative, is assigned there.

* The Midwest HIDTA Investigative Support Center, also located within the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in Kansas City, Mo., will receive $1 million to coUect, analyze and 
disseminate intelligence information and other data to participating agencies throughout the five- 

state region.
♦ The Missouri State Metropolitan and Rural Drug Task Force HIDTA Enhancement

Project, led by the Missouri Department of Public Safety and the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol, will receive $1,084,735 specificaUy to target the proliferation of clandestme meth labs 

throughout the state.
• Crime Lab Enhancements will provide $190,920 to the Missouri State Highway Patrol

Crime Lab in Jefferson City and $31,250 to the Kansas City Regional Crime Lab for personnel 
and equipment to expand testing capabilities, enabling quicker turnaround in meth lab 

investigations.
• Funding to Hire Additional Federal Prosecutors will provide $231,000 to the Eastern

and Western Districts of Missouri to hire Special Assistant U.S. Attorneys who will be devoted 
solely to the prosecution of methamphctaminc cases. La the Western District of Missouri, one 
new prosecutor will be hired and assigned to Kansas City; another to the district’s branch office
in Springfield. . r •

* Demand Reduction Campaigns, multi-media efforts aimed at educating and imormmg
the public about the dangers associated with meth, will also help forge commumty-based 
solutions to meth-related problems. Missouri and the other four HIDTA states will devote 
portions of a $464,700 budget to this strategy.

"It’s important to emphasize that these expenses are just for HIDTA’s first fiscal year," HUl 
said. "In future years, once we have HIDTA’s infrastructure in place, the goal will be to bolster 
funding for Missouri's regional anii-dmg task forces and local police and sheriffs’ departments. 
Many of these local law enforcement agencies are already receiving federal fiinds to fight meth 
by way of the state’s $8.8 million pool of Byme Grant money, which is administered by the 
Missouri Department of Public Safety, and which is totally separate from the HIDTA funds."

The Midwest HIDTA is led by a 20-member Executive Committee, whose members 
represent the ranks of federal, state and local law enforcement within the five-state region.

Missouri has eight members on the Executive Committee; Steve Hill, U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of Missouri; Sam Bertolet, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Missouri; Gary Kempker, Director of the Missouri Department of Public Safety; Col. Fred 
Mlth. Mh-iiiiiii Siair Hlaliwajf Pdirnl; Inr rnirnr^r., Spf’fHal inrm Tu i"hargc, TiTli, T niiis; 
Ti_ r_iLi-. U.U. Uxili.-L U, Ul. ILl ---------J, 1-1-------1 11--------- 0,........... .

St. Louii.
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Grant to help states in methamphetamine battle
By JOHNTDAUNER
Staff W««t

Kansas and Missouri wLl share more than 
$1.5 million of sn $* million congressionil 
appropriation to five Midwestert stales to 
fignt mcthamplietaniine, orfidals said 
Thursday.

CKer the last three years, Kansas, Mis­
souri, Nebraska, [owa and South Dakota 
have beconne avtash in inetbamphotainiiie 
and the clandestine laboratories where the il­
legal stimulant and htllutanogen is manufac­
tured.

In January, Barry R. McCaTTrej, diixtor 
of the OITiceof Walional Drag ControLPoli- 
cy, designated the fivc^late region a- the 
“Midwesl Higli Intensity Drug TralTiiking 
Area.”

Jackie Williams; Lf.S. attorney for Kansas, 
and Kansas Attorney Gsneral Caila Stovall 
announced the Kansas grant of 56311,000 
Thursday.

. Missoa ri wil I gel slight y more I ha n SI mil­
lion. An additional SI m IKoa will be usxl to 
establish a regional Intel igence cer.ter h the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Kansas City.

The bulk of the grant noney is to be used

to increase federal, slate and local investiga­
tions; beef up crime iaboralories; and hire 
additional chemists, special assistant U.S. at­
torneys and state prosecutors to attack 
melhamphetumine tralTlcking.

During the last fe* years, the number of 
meth labs seized has teen increasing rapidly, 
authorities said. Du-iig calendar 1996, 290 
meth labs •vere seized in the five states. Of 
thc290. 23S were in Missouri.

In Independence alone, police uncovered 
44 meth labs last year, U.S. Attorney 
Stephen L. Hill of ;he Western District of 
Missouri said.

Hill said the Mijsoi i luiids iivoutl permit 
the Kansas City and Independence police 
departments and seve al nmlti-couny drug 
task forces to hire adcitiooal officers. More 
chemists also will Ivc Hird to dear evidence 
backlogs and get cascsto trial sooner.

Johnson County Cemmunity College has 
been designated one o:' two sites lot tinining 
olTicei's to dismantle neth lalvs.

"Wfe call meth the tiiplc death dnig." Hill 
said. ‘‘Itsuse tills. lisiumufacuirL' kills hoiii 
runics, names and explosion. It is an envi­
ronmental killer vvlienthe chemicalj used tu 
make it are dumped.”
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CCt Return to Anne McGuire

Warm greetings to the participante of Che National Methamphatamine

Conference in Omaha, Nebraska. You have come together to combat an

extremely dangerous eubatance, and I applaud you for your efforts.

Substance abuse continues to plague our nation, putting livee at
risk and fueling crime and violence in communities across America.

Metharnphetamine, now threatening to overtake orack cocaine as the mOSt
virulent illegal substance linked to violent behavior, is leaving a trail

of crime and death in its uaka. Chemioally and physiologically volatile,

methamphetamine ravages the lives of its users and pollutes the

environment surrounding sites where it io eacrecly manufactured.
/

The most effective weapon againet this deadly oubotnnce -- and all

other illegal drugs --is education. We can beat protect our children

from corrosive drugs by speaking honestly and openly about them. In

schools and churches, youth groups, and sports clubs, on television and

radio, and especially at home, we must teach America's young people abut

the dangers o£ substance abuse.

We are relying on law enforcement as well as education in our

efforts to protect our people from methamphetamine. The Comprehensive
Methamphatamine Control Act of 1996 targeted precursor chemical*, both at

home and abroad, that axe used in making this drug. We also incxeanad
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penalties for trafficking and for the production or poBsesBlon of 

equipment involved in manufacturing controlled subBCancea. These and 

other measures in our National Methamphetamine Strategy, released in 

April of lafit year, hold out real hope for progress in reducing the 

prevalence of methamphetamine use.

I am pleased that so many concerned individuals are participating in 

this important conference, including government officials, law 

enforcement leaders, policymakers, caregivers, medical experts, and 

scholars. I am confident, that, working together, we can create a safer,
4

healthier America for the generations to come.

Best wishes for a successful conference.

CORRESPOMSBKCR SBMT TOe

Omaha National Methamphetamine Conference 
Omaha, Nebraska
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Video Addrct»& to Omaha NaUonnl Metbamphetaitiiiie Coiifcrcnce, May 28*.10. 1997

1 wish lu «a1u(e all parlicipants at the National Mcthamphecuminc C^oiifercacc in Omaha, 
Nebraska. You have come logather tr> combat ait extremely dtniecrou*; jeubsUnce, whloh Dr. 
Mioliuel Abrams of Droadlawn Medical Center in Do.s Moinos. Town described as “Ac most 
mAjignant addictive drug known to mankind.”

Once largely confined to sections of tiic. West mid South, thi.s deadly speed-trap of a drug 
has bowj racing ocroas our coxvntry -- leaving a tTull of crime and death in its wr^ke. “MeA” now 
Arratrns tr» replace crack ix>uaine os Ac most virulent, illegal substance linked A violent 
behavior. Chemically and physiologically volatile, mcAampbetnmino pollules both the internal 
and extemul enviromnent. This drug poisons land and water iitound elmidestinc labs where it i.s 
made -- just ea it ravages the fletih tuid blood of individual victims.

A powcrfljl stimulant of Ac central nervous system, meAamphetaminc is associated with 
paranoia, stroke, and heart attack. You who have gaAercd from around the country are awiye of 
tragic fires caused by explosive Agrcdienis in thi.s super-umphetamine. In addition, byproducLs- 
of the A-ug'E iuonulauLure Icuch into muiel rooms and oAcr temporary sites where 
methnmphetamiiie is "cooked.” Uncuspacting families, who next real. Ac rooiiui, become 
violenUy ill. Dumped into rivers or buried in holes, mcthunphutiunine ci.tntaminateB Boil and 
ground water, workina its way up Ae Ibod chain from plants to animals. Cl«aii-up i'or Qua drug 
is so hazardous and expansive that property owners, who discover spoiled reul-Bsiute, often 
cannot aSbrd to render it safe. Laudscape.s and lives litoially have been ‘‘wasted” by deadly 
chemicals.

Well before illegal drugs bccamo a njultibillion-dollaT, international industry, Don 
Franklm taught Americans that “an ounce uf prevention is worth a pound, nf cure.” The best 
weapon against metbamphetamine is education. W« c*m protect youngsters from conosive dmgs 
by spanking honestly anti openly. In sclioois and chuTcliefl; ymuh groups uxid sports elube. on 
television and radio, we mu.«?l teach one iuioAcrto resist caustic suhstanerx thoterode our 
surroundings end assault the soul. ^

Ocintsrol Daxry McCaJiroy, Direcun tif the White House Oflice of National Drug Control 
Polloy, ha.<i proposed to Congiess u Sl7.^ milllon-dollar media, campaign for moli voting you A to 
rojfrot illegal drags. WiA Ao help of Ae private sector and entertalnmem IndUSIxica, whose 
support can essentially double this figure, an ad campaign will ILluetratc Ac dangers of 
ampheAmine,s, npiatotj. and nthor addictive poisons. Paronts mustspl^ak lo children uoroaa Ae 
generational Avlde If we ore to preserve Ac carA and herald a heallhier century.

For citizens already caught in Ae gruesome grip of illegal drugs, we ma.st olTer Irealnient. 
The iujiiice *y(iiten;i c<tn provide an excellent opportunity to break Ae cycle of drugs and critno 
that ke«pk! users and communities alike at Uic mercy of mcrcileBS elements. WiAout help in 
conquering addiction, former criminals — and the slrootx U), which they return ~ are unlAely to 
become drug-free. WLAout treatment, illegal dmg.s are thomsalves q life sentonee - oud all too
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often a death soatence.

The Comprehatisive Methimiphetamine C onhal Act of 1996 largoled proctirsor 
chemicals, both at home und abroad, used in making this drug. Wc also increasod ponultics for 
trafQckiag and for the production or possession of equipment involved Ut meoufaeturlng 
oontmlled substances. The Methamphutumine Act provided for scizui-u und rurreiiure of 
regulated compound.s (inside and outside the Uniicd States), restitution for cleanup charged to 
delcnduntp convioied of “meth" maaufiictura, mail-order restrictions, eourdinoted law 
^oroomant, pubHc/privatc education programs, public health monitoring, and research Ficure« 
from the Nutiond Inutituio of Junticc’a Drug Use FuieciisTing (UUF) Report, which tests for drug 
use among aiTestees.. olferhope that our National Mfithumphctmruuc Strategy -- reloajied in April 
of last year - Lt beginning to work. In key Western cities, the prevalence oCmcthamphctaminc 
appears to be dropping.

Further KcienliJTc study is critical because there is currently no specific treatment 
protocol tor methamphetanilnc. Our Adniinistration is funding research in this area. This 
t«mbje drug affects brain chemistry for up to six month.'? Ibllowiug a binge, according to Dr.
Alan Leahner of the National Insrimte on Drug Abuse (NIDA). Because this synthetic drug is 
cheajw tlian cocaine, there is « greater potcotial for widoapread abuse. MClhaiU'pheUtmlne is 
^sociated with permanent bj-nin-damage in loug-tmu n*orv. Therw luw; also been a dramatic 
increase in deaths connected with mclhamphetcuiuae.

This conference bring.s together policy makers, care-givars, medical experts, and scholars 
to progre.ss and solicit inpiu. The presence of Attorney General Janet Reno, DEA 
Administrator Tom Constantine. Director Jeremy Travi,-? of^e National Institute of Justice, 
Dilator Leshnor of NIDA, and ONDCP Director McCaffrey underscores the importencB of your 
collective work. Publication of the conferonca rapoil will help educate the Amertwm people 
about the methamphetamine threat.

On behalf of the American people, let me thank all of you Ibr your contributions to tbi.s 
nautmal ertort. We hope your work over (be next Ihw days will give as cause (hr optimism. In 
o^ition to mdividuala I have already mentioned, let me cxpies.s aw gratitude to Senator Dob 
Kerrey of Nebraska, Director Richard Caiias of the National Drug Intelligence Center Dr David 
Mtuto of Yale Uiiiversity School of Medicine, aad ChanccUoi William Bemdl and the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center for gencrouK >:uppoit of tills conference.
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m. Bepattnicnt of STu^titc

NIJ
202/307-0703FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wednesday, May 21,1997

METHAMPHETAMINE USE AMONG
AppcCTRFS infs m TOF wrST AND SQirTHWFST

WASHINGTON. D.C. - New figures indicate a downward trend in methamphetanune

use among adult arrestees between 1995 and 1996, according to a report released today by the

JusUce Department's National Institute of Justice (Nil). Use of the drug among adult arrestees is

stiU significant in the West and Southwest. Adult arrestees who tested positive for

methamphetamine use in San Diego, Phoenix and Portland showed the most notable declines: In

San Diego, methamphetamine use by adult arrestees dropped horn 37,1 to 29.9 percent; in

Phoenix horn 21.9 to 12.2 percent; and in Portland from 18.7 to 12.4 percent.' Only San Antonio

showed an increase between 1995 to 1996, ftom 1.5 to 2.1 percent.

Last year, the Clinton Administration announced aNational Methamphetamine Strategy,

including a request to Congress to raise penalties for trafficking and impose tighter regulatoor

controls on drug prodiicts containing the chemicals used to manufacture methamphetamine.

Marijuana now exceeds cocaine as the drug of choice among adult male arrestees,

particularly in Western cities. Most cities reported an increase in the percentage of adult male

arrestees testing positive for marijuana. A majority of cities reported lower rates of cocaine use

among adult male arrestees while 9 repotted increases and 2 showed no change. Substantial

decreases in cocaine use were reported in Dallas and Houston. However, significant increases

(MORE)
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were also reported in Omaha, Miami and Indianapolis.

Most cities reported very low rates of opiate use. While six cities reported rates of opiate 

use at 10 percent or more, these rates are consistent with 1995 findings.

For 10 years, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) has administered the Drug Use 

Forecasting (DUF) program. NIJ’s DUF program has conducted quarterly assessments of 

substance abuse among booked arrestees in 23 sites around the nation. Interviews and urinalysis
4

are conducted with arrestees within 48 hours of arrest. Urinalysis detects evidence of recent use 

of any of 10 drugs, including cocaine, marijuana, opiates and methamphetamines.

NIJ has recently proposed to expand the program and develop a national Arrestee Drug 

Use Monitoring (ADAM) system. The proposed expansion will include 52 additional sites, as 

well as an outreach component in each site to study drug use in suburban and rural areas.

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ), the research arm of the Department of Justice, is 

the primary sponsor of criminal justice research and evaluations of programs to reduce crime. 

For general information about NIJ, the Internet address is http://www.ncjrs.org. General 

information about the Office of Justice Programs (OJP) is available at 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov.

Copies of the 1996 DUF report are available fi-om the National Criminal Justice 

Reference Service (NCJRS) by calling toll-fi-ee, 1-800/851-3420.

NIJ 97-082

After hours contact; James Phillips at 888/582-6750
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NATIONAL METHAMPHETAMINE STRATEGY UPDATE
May 21, 1997

Attorney General Janet Reno and Director of the White House
Office of National Drug Control Policy Barry McCaffrey
presented President Clinton with an update on the National
Methamphetamine Strategy which was announced one year ago in
Miami.

Thanks to vigorous enforcement efforts, the trend of
methamphetamine trafficking and abuse has moderated.

The preliminary data from the 1996 Drug Use Forecasting
(DUF) Report indicate that in eight western cities {Dallas,
Denver, Los Angeles, Omaha, Phoenix, Portland, San Diego,
and San Jose), methamphetamine use among arrestees declined
between 7 and 52 percent from 1995 figures.

San Antonio is the only city that showed an increase in
methamphetamine use. In the remaining 14 cities
participating in the DUF program (Miami, Cleveland, New
Orleans, Chicago, the District of Columbia, Ft. Lauderdale,
Detroit, the borough of Manhattan, Birmingham, Houston, St.
Louis, Indianapolis, Atlanta, and Philadelphia), fewer than
1 percent of the arrestees tested positive for
methamphetamine.

With the Administration's leadership, Congress enacted the
Methamphetamine Control Act last year, strengthening
criminal penalties for methamphetamine trafficking and
establishing new controls over precursor chemicals.

In the last year, at the request of the Attorney General,
every U.S. Attorney assessed their district's
methamphetamine problem and together with federal, state,
and local agencies, came up with a plan to address the
problem. In some cases -- particularly in the Midwest and
California -- the U.S. Attorneys developed regional
strategies.

We cannot let up our efforts to combat the spread of this
potent drug. Curbing the tide of methamphetamine from
abroad, stemming its eastward march, and punishing those who
traffic in this pernicious poison must all be a part of our
efforts.

The Justice Department will continue its efforts to ensure
that the penalties for trafficking in methamphetamine and
its precursor chemicals appropriately reflect the acute
threat to the public health and safety and the seriousness
of the offense.
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Data from NIJ’s Drug Use Forecasting Program (DUF) is key to early identification of
emerging drug trends. In 1995, the last year for which data are publicly released, the
DUF data showed a significant rise in meth positives, primarily in eight western cities
(see attached map). This was key in the development of the meth strategy.

The preliminary DUF data for 1996 indicate meth use is down in all of these cities, in
some instances by a substantial amount. Only in San Antonio did the rate of meth
positives rise, from 1.5 percent to 2.1 percent. Specifically, for the eight cities the
reduction in positive rate were as follows;

Omaha, NE 
8.1% to 4.3% 
(down 47%)

Denver, CO 
3.8% to 2.2% 
(down 42%)

Portland, OR 
18.7% to 12.4% 

(down 34%)

Dallas, TX 
2.7% to 1.3% 
(down 52%)

San Jose, CA 
18.5% to 14.8% 

(down 20%)

Phoenix, AZ 
21.9% to 12.2 % 

(down 44%)

Los Angeles, CA 
7.5% to 7% 
(down 7%)

San Diego, CA 
37.1% to 29.9% 

(down 19%)

► One key point - in line with trends of recent years, adult females showed greater meth
use than males. Since the violent crime issue is so often linked to meth use, this is an
interesting finding.

► DAWN data, another valuable indicator, are not yet available for 1996. We are working
with HHS on getting at least preliminary data and will get it to you as soon as possible.

► A copy of the relevant sections of the draft DUF Report (with key points highlighted) is
also attached.

Attachments (as stated)


