
Our young people are this Nation's greatest resource. I 
write to you today out of deep concern for the future of our youth, 
a future that is being clouded by the increased use of dangerous, 
illicit drugs.

As you may know, drug use by junior high, high school,'^and 

college-aged young people had declined markedly from the mid-1970s 
through the mid-1980s. As early as 1989, however, we began to see 
some evidence that the downward trend had begun to level off, and 
possibly even reverse. In survey data reporting on the 1991-92 
school year, there were already indications that drug use among 
some age groups, and for certain substances, had begun to increase. 
More recent data released this month provides further evidence of an 
alarming broad-based increase in drug use by our young people. And 
a report on marijuana use just completed by the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy finds that increasing numbers of young Americans 
are using marijuana and that today's marijuana is ten times more 
potent than that of a decade ago.

This problem is truly national in scope. The destructive 
impact of drug use is being felt in every state, in every town and 
city, in every community, and in countless families throughout the 
country. The problem is rooted in behavior, in societal norms, and 
in the attitudes of young people who, surveys tell us, are becoming 
increasingly receptive to drug use.

Our 1994 National Drug Control Strategy took this trend data 
into account, and that is why we have sought to emphasize programs 
that reduce the demand for drugs and that prevent drug use. We 
know these programs work. It is clear now that this was the right 
strategy and that we must maintain that direction.

My Administration recognized the problem and has worked hard 
to solve it. I fought so hard to include prevention programs in the 
Crime Bill. The bill includes funding for sound prevention programs 
that address gang violence and drug-related issues. We are working 
aggressively to implement these initiatives with the active involve­
ment of all levels of state and local government.

I need your help. I need every governor to become personally 
involved in the efforts of this nation to reverse the resurgence 
in drug use by our young people.

I pledge to you that I will keep this issue among my top 
priorities. You will be hearing me speak frequently on this topic. 
You will hear other members of my cabinet speak on it. I call upon 
you to engage in this public dialogue and support efforts to prevent 
drug abuse among our youth. We must teach our youth and we must 
convince them, that using marijuana is dangerous, that using LSD 
is dangerous, and that using any illicit drug is dangerous. We 
must teach them that drugs aren't "cool." We must teach them that 
drugs are a dead end.

I call upon you to assist me in getting America's youth to 
commit their energy to this crusade. We must call upon them to 
talk to their parents, to their friends, to their brothers and 
sisters about drugs. It's imperative that they become part of 
the solution.

As the father of a teenage daughter, I have a personal interest 
in making sure that young people understand the danger of drugs.
Drugs threaten millions of American families and millions of American 
young people. Together, we can make a difference, and for the sake 
of our children, we must.
Sincerely,

li COITOi
BC/JP/TS/JAD/efr 
(drugs.pfg)

(lOPGRPA)

cc-^;^Jose Cerda, l^m. 222
-------- ---------



October 31, 1994

The Honorable Jim Folsom 
Governor of Alabama 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Dear Jim:

Our young people are this Nation's greatest resource. I 
write to you today out of deep concern for the future of our youth, 
a future that is being clouded by the increased use of dangerous, 
illicit drugs.
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some age groups, and for certain substances, had begun to increase. 
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alarming broad-based increase in drug use by our young people. And 
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My Administration recognized the problem and has worked hard 
to solve it. I fought so hard to include prevention programs in the 
Crime Bill. The bill includes funding for sound prevention programs 
that address gang violence and drug-related issues. We are working 
aggressively to implement these initiatives with the active involve­
ment of all levels of state and local government.

I need your help. I need every governor to become personally 
involved in the efforts of this nation to reverse the resurgence 
in drug use by our young people.

I pledge to you that I will keep this issue among my top 
priorities. You will be hearing me speak frequently on this topic. 
You will hear other members of my cabinet speak on it. I call upon 
you to engage in this public dialogue and support efforts to prevent 
drug abuse among our youth. We must teach our youth and we must 
convince them, that using marijuana is dangerous, that using LSD 
is dangerous, and that using any illicit drug is dangerous. We 
must teach them that drugs aren't "cool." We must teach them that 
drugs are a dead end.

I call upon you to assist me in getting America's youth to 
commit their energy to this crusade. We must call upon them to 
talk to their parents, to their friends, to their brothers and 
sisters about drugs. It's imperative that they become part of 

the solution.
As the father of a teenage daughter, I have a personal interest 

in making sure that young people understand the danger of drugs. _ 
Drugs threaten millions of American families and millions of American 
young people. Together, we can make a difference, and for the sake 

of our children, we must.

Sincerely,

iili mm
BC/JP/TS/JAD/efr 
(drugs.pfg)
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Jose Cerda, "Tim. 222



10/31 2-pg Itr re National Drug Control Policy sent to the following Governors;

The Honorable Jim Folsom 
Governor of Alabama 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

The Honorable Walter J. Hickel 
Governor of Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

The Honorable A. P. Lutali 
Governor of American Samoa 
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

The Honorable Fife Symington 
Governor of Arizona 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

The Honorable Jim Guy Tucker 
Governor of Arkansas 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

The Honorable Pete Wilson 
Governor of California 
Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Roy Romer 
Governor of Colorado 
Denver, Colorado 80203-1792

The Honorable Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. 
Governor of Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

The Honorable Tom Carper 
Governor of Delaware 
Dover, Delaware 19901

The Honorable Lawton Chiles 
Governor of Florida 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

The Honorable Zell Miller 
Governor of Georgia 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

The Honorable Joseph F. Ada 
Governor of Guam 
Agana, Guam 96910

The Honorable John Waihee 
Governor of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

The Honorable Cecil D. Andrus 
Governor of Idaho 
Boise, Idaho 83720-1000

The Honorable Jim Edgar 
Governor of Illinois 
Springfield, Illinois 62706

The Honorable Evan Bayh 
Governor of Indiana 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

The Honorable Terry E. Branstad
Governor of Iowa
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0001

The Honorable Joan Finney 
Governor of Kansas 
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1590



The Honorable Brereton C. Jones 
Governor of Kentucky 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

The Honorable Edwin Edwards
Governor of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

The Honorable John McKeman, Jr. 
Governor of Maine 
Augusta, Maine 04333

The Honorable William Donald Schaefer 
Governor of Maryland 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Honorable William F. Weld 
Governor of Massachusetts 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

The Honorable John Engler 
Governor of Michigan 
Lansing, Michigan 48909

The Honorable Arne H. Carlson
Governor of Minnesota
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

The Honorable Kirk Fordice 
Governor of Mississippi 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

The Honorable Mel Carnahan 
Governor of Missouri 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

The Honorable Marc Racicot 
Governor of Montana 
Helena, Montana 59620-0801

The Honorable E. Benjamin Nelson 
Governor of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4848

The Honorable Bob Miller 
Governor of Nevada 
Carson City, Nevada 89710

The Honorable Stephen Merrill 
Governor of New Hampshire 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
Governor of New Jersey 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

The Honorable Bruce King 
Governor of New Mexico 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503

The Honorable Mario M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York 
Albany, New York 12224

The Honorable James B. Hunt, Jr. 
Governor of North Carolina 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-8001

The Honorable Edward T. Schafer 
Governor of North Dakota 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0001



The Honorable Froilan Tenorio 
Governor of the Commonwealth

of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands 96950

The Honorable George V. Voinovich 
Governor of Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 43266-0601

The Honorable David Walters 
Governor of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

The Honorable Barbara Roberts 
Governor of Oregon 
Salem, Oregon 97310

The Honorable Robert P. Casey 
Governor of Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

The Honorable Pedro Rossello 
Governor of Puerto Rico 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901

The Honorable Bruce Sundlun 
Governor of Rhode Island 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

The Honorable Carroll A. Campbell, Jr. 
Governor of South Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

The Honorable Walter D. Miller 
Governor of South Dakota 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

The Honorable Ned Ray McWherter 
Governor of Tennessee 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0001

The Honorable Ann W. Richards 
Governor of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78711

The Honorable Mike Leavitt
Governor of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

The Honorable Howard Dean 
Governor of Vermont 
Montpelier, Vermont 05609

The Honorable Alexander A. Farrelly 
Governor of the U.S. Virgin Islands 
Post Office Box 580 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801

The Honorable George Allen 
Governor of Virginia 
Richmond, Virginia 23219

The Honorable Mike Lowry 
Governor of Washington 
Olympia, Washington 98504-0002

The Honorable Gaston Caperton 
Governor of West Virginia 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0370

The Honorable Tommy G. Thompson 
Governor of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707



The .Honorable Michael Sullivan 
Governor of Wyoming 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002



Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: to- ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE B

SUBJECT:

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT □ —

McGINTY □ □
PANETTA □ MYERS □ □
McLARTY □ □ QUINN ^ □ □
ICKES □ □ □
BOWLES □ □ RUBIN □ □
RIVLIN □ □ SEGAL

— □
BAGGETT □ □ STEPHANOPOULOS □ □
EMANUEL □ TYSON □ ■ □
GEARAN □ □ VARNEY □

“

GERGEN □ □ WEBSTER □ _
GIBBONS □ ' WILLIAMS — —

GRIFFIN □ □ □
HALE □ —

HERMAN □ □ □
LAKE □ □ □
LINDSEY □ _ □ □
MIKVA □ □ — □

REMARKS:

RESPONSE:

JOHN D. PODESTA 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 2702



DRAFT LETTER FOR THE PRESIDENT

Dear Mayor;

Our young people are this Nation's greatest resource. I write to 
you today out of deep concern for the future of our youth, a 
future that is being clouded by the increased use of dangerous, 
illicit drugs.

As you may know, drug use by junior high, high school, and 
college-aged young people had declined markedly from the mid- 
1970s through the mid-1980s. As early as 1989, however, we began 
to see some evidence that the downward trend had begun to level 
off, and possibly even reverse. In survey data reporting on the 
1991-92 school year, there were already indications that drug use 
among some age groups, and for certain substances, had begun to 
increase. More recent data released this month provides further 
evidence of an alarming broad-based increase in drug use by our 
young people. And a report on marijuana use just completed by 
the Office of National Drug Control Policy finds that increasing 
numbers of young Americans are using marijuana, and that today's 
marijuana is ten times more potent than that of a decade ago.

This problem is truly national in scope. The destructive impact 
of drug use is being felt in every State, in every town and city, 
in every community -- and in countless families -- throughout the 
country. The problem is rooted in behavior, in societal norms, 
and in the attitudes of young people toward drugs, attitudes that 
surveys tell us are becoming increasingly receptive to drug use.

Our 1994 National Drug Control Strategy took this trend data into 
account, and that is why we have sought to emphasize programs 
that reduce the demand for drugs, and that prevent drug use. We 
know these programs work. It is clear now that this was the 
right strategy, and that we've got to maintain that direction.

This administration not only recognized the problem - but we took 
on the challenge - that is why I fought so hard to include 
prevention programs in the Crime Bill. The act includes funding 
for sound prevention programs which address gang, violence and 
drug-related issues. We are working aggressively to implement 
these initiatives with the active involvement of all levels of 
State and local government.

I need your help. I need every mayor to become personally 
involved in the efforts of this nation to reverse the resurgence 
in drug use by our young people.



- 2 -

I pledge to you that I will keep this issue at the top of my 
administration's domestic agenda. You will be hearing me speak 
frequently on this topic. You will hear other members of my 
cabinet speak on it. I call upon you to engage in this public 
dialogue and support efforts to prevent drug abuse among our 
youth. We must teach our youth, we must convince them, that 
using marijuana is dangerous, that using LSD is dangerous, and 
that using any illicit drug is dangerous. We must teach them 
that drugs aren't "cool." We must teach them that drugs are a 
dead end.

I call upon you to assist me in getting America's youth to commit 
their energy to this crusade. We must call upon them to talk to 
their parents, to their friends, to their brothers and sisters 
about drugs. It's imperative that they become part of the 
solution.

As the father of a teenage daughter, I have a very immediate and 
very personal interest in doing all I can to persuade our young 
people to avoid drugs. Drugs threaten my family, and my child, 
just as they threaten millions of American families and millions 
of American young people. Together, we can make a difference, 
and for the sake of our children, we must.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton
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The Honorable Carolyn Allen
Maydr of Greensboro
Greensboro, North Carolina 27402

The Honorable F. Seward Anderson 
Mayor of Danville 
Danville, New Jersey 24543

The Honorable Mason C. Andrews 
Mayor of Norfolk 
Norfolk, Virginia 23501

The Honorable Edward Annen 
Mayor of Kalamazoo 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

The Honorable Dennis Archer 
Mayor of Detroit 
Detroit, Michigan 48226

The Honorable Richard Arrington, Jr. 
Mayor of Birmingham 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

The Honorable Cliff Aucoin
Mayor of New Iberia
New Iberia, Louisiana 70560

The Honorable Marc Morial
Mayor of New Orleans
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112

The Honorable Steve Bartlett 
Mayor of Dallas 
Dallas, Texas 75201

The Honorable Hazel Beard 
Mayor of Shreveport 
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101

The Honorable Roy Bernard!
Mayor of Syracuse 
Syracuse, New York 13202

The Honorable Barry Bonvillain
Mayor of Houma
Houma, Louisiana 70361

The Honorable Freeman Bosley, Jr.
Mayor of St. Louis
St. Louis, Missouri 63103

The Honorable Omar Bradley 
Mayor of Compton 
Compton, California 90220

The Honorable Phillip N. Bredesen 
Mayor of Nashville 
Nashville, Tennessee 37201

The Honorable Louis A. 
Mayor of Lufkin 
Lufkin, Texas 75901

Bronaugh

The Honorable Bill Campbell 
Mayor of Atlanta 
Atlanta, Georgia 30335

The Honorable Bill Carpenter 
Mayor of Independence 
Independence, Missouri 64050



The Honorable Lawrence Christmas
Mayor of Oak Park
Oak Park, Illinois 60302

The Honorable Steve Clark 
Mayor of Miami 
Miami, Florida 33133

The Honorable Emanuel Cleaver, I]
Mayor of Kansas City
Kansas City, Missouri 64106

The Honorable Rick Cole 
Mayor of Pasadena 
Pasadena, California 91109

The Honorable Norm Coleman
Mayor of St. Paul
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

The Honorable Ken Combs 
Mayor of Gulfport 
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501

The Honorable James Conners 
Mayor of Scranton 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503

The Honorable Guy Cosentino 
Mayor of Auburn 
Auburn, New York 13021

The Honorable James Coyle 
Mayor of Rockville 
Rockville, Maryland 20850

The Honorable Stephen M. Creech
Mayor of Sumter
Sumter, South Carolina 29151

The Honorable Charles Culpepper 
Mayor of Round Rock 
Round Rock, Texas 78664

The Honorable Richard Daley 
Mayor of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 60602

The Honorable Richard DeBroux 
Mayor of Appleton 
Appleton, Wisconsin 54911

The Honorable Charles DeVaney 
Mayor of Augusta 
Augusta, Georgia 30911

The Honorable Bill J. Dukes 
Mayor of Decatur 
Dectur, Alabama 35601

The Honorable Alvin DuPont 
Mayor of Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401

The Honorable William Durkin 
Mayor of Waukegan 
Waukegan, Illinois 60085

The Honorable Barry Duval 
Mayor of Newport News 
Newport News, Virginia 23607



The Honorable Carol Edwards 
Mayor of Cleveland Heights 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

The Honorable Stanley Esposito
Mayor of Stamford
Stamford, Connecticut 06904

The Honorable Frank Esposito
Mayor of Norwalk
Norwalk, Connecticut 06851

The Honorable Charles Farmer 
Mayor of Jackson 
Jackson, Tennessee 38301

The Honorable David Fischer
Mayor of St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

The Honorable Bonnie Flickinger 
Mayor of Moreno Valley 
Moreno Valley, California 92553

The Honorable Emory Folmar 
Mayor of Montgomery 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

The Honorable Joseph Ganim 
Mayor of Bridgeport 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604

The Honorable Pat Gibbs 
Mayor of Davenport 
Davenport, Iowa 52801

The Honorable Louise Gardner 
Mayor of Jefferson City 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

The Honorable Rita Garvey 
Mayor of Clearwater 
Clearwater, Florida 34616

The Honorable Rudolph Giuliani
Mayor New York City
New York, New York 1007

The Honorable Norman Grey
Mayor of Enid
Enid, Oklahoma 73701

The Honorable Kay Granger 
Mayor of Fort Worth 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102

The Honorable Richard Greene 
Mayor of Arlington 
Arlington, Texas 76101

The Honorable Gregory Grounds
Mayor of Blue Springs
Blue Springs, Missouri 64015

The Honorable Samuel Halloin
Mayor of Green Bay
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301

The Honorable Neil Harrington
Mayor of Salem
Salem, Massachusetts 01970



The Honorable Elihu Mason Harris
Mayor of Oakland
Oakland, California 94612

The Honorable Willie Herenton 
Mayor of Memphis 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103

The Honorable Steve Hettinger 
Mayor of Huntsville 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

The Honorable Susan Horowitz 
Mayor of Iowa City, Iowa 52240

The Honorable Nancy Jenkins 
Mayor of Greenville
Greenville, North Carolina 27835-7207

The Honorable Sylvia Kerckhoff
Mayor of Durham
Durham, North Carolina 27701

The Honorable Michael Lam 
Mayor of Witchita Falls 
Witchita Falls, Texas 76301

The Honorable Francis Lanctot 
Mayor of Woonsocket 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island 02895

The Honorable Bob Lanier 
Mayor of Houston 
Houston, Texas 77002

The Honorable Louis Lapolla
Mayor of Utica
Utica, New York 13501

The Honorable Greg Lashutka 
Mayor of Columbus 
Columbus, Ohio 43215

The Honorable Susan Bass Levin
Mayor of Cherry Hill
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002

The Honorable John T. Marley 
Mayor of Lawton 
Lawton, Oklahoma 73501

The Honorable Anthony Masiello 
Mayor of Buffalo 
Buffalo, New York 14202

The Honorable Jerry L. Maygarden 
Mayor of Pensacola 
Pensacola, Florida 32501

The Honorable Tom McHugh
Mayor of Baton Rouge
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

The Honorable Gary McCaleb 
Mayor of Abilene 
Abilene, Texas 79601

The Honorable Mary Anne McCollum 
Mayor of Columbia 
Columbia, Missouri 65201



The Honorable George McGough 
Mayor of Largo 
Largo, Florida 34640

The Honorable Steven A. 
Mayor of Gadsden 
Gadsden, Alabama 35999

Means

The Honorable Robert Metivier 
Mayor of Pawtucket 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 02860

The Honorable Terry Miller 
Mayor of Stillwater 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074

The Honorable Harry E. Mitchell 
Mayor of Tempe 
Tempe, Arizona 85281

The Honorable J. Ed Morgan 
Mayor of Hattiesburg 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39403

The Honorable Arlene Mulder 
Mayor of Arlington Heights 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

The Honorable William Nation 
Mayor of Norman 
Norman, Oklahoma 73069

The Honorable Jim Naugle
Mayor of Ft. Lauderdale
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33301

The Honorable Ronald Norick 
Mayor of Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102

The Honorable Meyera E. Oberndorf 
Mayor of Virginia Beach 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23456

The Honorable Ann Petronella
Mayor of Enfield
Enfield, Connecticut 06082

The Honorable Basil Perch 
Mayor of Visalia 
Visalia, California 93291

The Honorable Neil Peterson 
Mayor of Bloomington 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55431

Phillip Preziosi 
Mayor of Williamsport 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701

The Honorable Bob Price 
Mayor of Bakersfield 
Bakersfield, California 93301

The Honorable Frank Priore 
Mayor of Parsippany 
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054

The Honorable Richard Riordan
Mayor of Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California 90012



The Honorable Ted B. Reed 
Mayor of Victoria 
Victoria, Texas 77903

The Honorable Smith P. Reynolds, Jr. 
Mayor of Tyler 
Tyler, Texas 75702

The Honorable Harry Reynolds 
Mayor of Sherman 
Sherman, Texas 75090

The Honorable Elizabeth D. Rhea
Mayor of Rock Hill
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730

The Honorable Gene Roberts 
Mayor of Chattanooga 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

The Honorable Kurt Schmoke 
Mayor of Baltimore 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

The Honorable Kel Seliger 
Mayor of Amarillo 
Amarillo, Texas 79101

The Honorable Larry Serbousek 
Mayor of Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401

The Honorable James Sills 
Mayor of Wilmington 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801

The Honorable Paul Soglin 
Mayor of Madison 
Madison, Wisconsin 53701

The Honorable David Soucy 
Mayor of Bangor 
Bangor, Maine 04401

The Honorable Henry Speight 
Mayor of Ocala 
Ocala, Florida 34471

The Honorable John Townsend
Mayor of Fond du Lac
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54936-0150

The Honorable Donald Trotter 
Mayor of Clarksville 
Clarksville, Tennessee 37040

The Honorable Larry Van Nostran 
Mayor of Lakewood 
Lakewood, California 90712

The Honorable Tom Vanderver 
Mayor of Charlottesville 
Charlottesville, New Jersey 22901

The Honorable Joseph Vicari
Mayor of Toms River
Toms River, New Jersey 08753

The Honorable Richard Vinroot
Mayor of Charlotte
Charlotte, North Carolina 28202



The Honorable Susan Weiner 
Mayor of Savannah 
Savannah, Georgia 31402

The Honorable Michael White 
Mayor of Cleveland 
Cleveland, Ohio 45202

The Honorable Raymond Wieczorek 
Mayor of Manchester 
Manchester, New Hampshire 03101

The Honorable Richard Wollank 
Mayor of Oshkosh 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54902

The Honorable Larry Zarian 
Mayor of Glendale 
Glendale, California 91206



October 18, 1994

Memorandum to Jennifer O'Connor 
Jose Cerda

From;

Subject:

Ricia McMahon

Request of President to Lee Brown

Yesterday on the return flight from New Mexico, the President and 
Dr..Brown reviewed a number of topics related to the status of the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy efforts in addressing drug 
efforts.
The President requested that Dr. Brown draft a letter from the 
President to several groups: Governors, U.S. Conference of Mayors, 
League of Cities, and County officials. The purpose of the letter 
is to raise the awareness of these groups to the issue of drug data 
trends and to call upon them to assist the President in the effort 
to prevent drug abuse. <
Attached are drafts/samples of the letters.

a^AJ— ,Aji
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DRAFT LETTER FOR THE PRESIDENT

Dear Mayor:

Our young people are this Nation's greatest resource. I write to 
you today out of deep concern for the future of our youth, a 
future that is being clouded by the increased use of dangerous, 
illicit drugs.

As you may know, drug use by junior high, high school, and 
college-aged young people had declined markedly from the mid- 
1970s through the mid-1980s. As early as 1989, however, we began 
to see some evidence that the downward trend had begun to level 
off, and possibly even reverse. In survey data reporting on the 
1991-92 school year, there were already indications that drug use 
among some age groups, and for certain substances, had begun to 
increase. More recent data released this month provides further 
evidence of an alarming broad-based increase in drug use by our 
young people. And a report on marijuana use just completed by 
the Office of National Drug Control Policy finds that increasing 
numbers of young Americans are using marijuana, and that today's 
marijuana is ten times more potent than that of a decade ago.

This problem is truly national in scope. The destructive impact 
of drug use is being felt in every State, in every town and city, 
in every community -- and in countless families -- throughout the 
country. The problem is rooted in behavior, in societal norms, 
and in the attitudes of young people toward drugs, attitudes that 
surveys tell us are becoming increasingly receptive to drug use.

Our 1994 National Drug Control Strategy took this trend data into 
account, and that is why we have sought to emphasize programs 
that reduce the demand for drugs, and that prevent drug use. We 
know these programs work. It is clear now that this was the 
right strategy, and that we've got to maintain that direction.

This administration not only recognized the problem - but we took 
on the challenge - that is why I fought so hard to include 
prevention programs in the Crime Bill. The act includes funding 
for sound prevention programs which address gang, violence and 
drug-related issues. We are working aggressively to implement 
these initiatives with the active involvement of all levels of 
State and local government.

I need your help. I need every mayor to become personally 
involved in the efforts of this nation to reverse the resurgence 
in drug use by our young people.
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I pledge to you that I will keep this issue at the top of my 
administration's domestic agenda. You will be hearing me speak 
frequently on this topic. You will hear other members of my 
cabinet speak on it. I call upon you to engage in this public 
dialogue and support efforts to prevent drug abuse among our 
youth. We must teach our youth, we must convince them, that 
using marijuana is dangerous, that using LSD is dangerous, and 
that using any illicit drug is dangerous. We must teach them 
that drugs aren't "cool." We must teach them that drugs are a 
dead end.

I call upon you to assist me in getting America's youth to commit 
their energy to this crusade. We must call upon them to talk to 
their parents, to their friends, to their brothers and sisters 
about drugs. It's imperative that they become part of the 
solution.

As the father of a teenage daughter, I have a very immediate and 
very personal interest in doing all I can to persuade our young 
people to avoid drugs. Drugs threaten my family, and my child, 
just as they threaten millions of American families and millions 
of American young people. Together, we can make a difference, 
and for the sake of our children, we must.

: Sincerely,

William J. Clinton
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